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BOOK V.

Waex Grijalva returned ‘to Cuba, he found the 1s1s.
armament destined to attempt the conquest of that :,-':n";';f
rich country which he had discovered, almost com- Velasques

plete. Not only ambition, but avarice, had urged :':;-:;::-
Velasquez to hasten his preparations; and, having %™
such a prospect of gratifying both, he had advanced
considerable sums out of his.private fortune towards
defraying the expence of the expedition. At the
same time, he exerted his influence as governor, in
engaging the most distinguished persons in the colony

to undertake the service.* At a time when the spirit

of the Spanish nation was adventurous to excess, a
number of soldiers, eager to embark in any daring
enterprise, soon appeared. But it was not so easy to

find a person qualified to take the command in an
expedition of so much importance; and the character

of Velasquez, who had the right of nomination, greatly
increased the difficulty of the choice. Though of
most aspiring ambition, and not destitute of talents

* See Note I.
Am. vor. 11. B
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BOOK for government, he possessed neither such courage,

1518,

He ap-
points
Cortes

comman-

der.

nor such vigour and activity of mind, as to undertake
in person the conduct of the armament which he was
preparing. In this embarrassing situation, he formed
the chimerical scheme, not only of achieving great
exploits by a deputy, but of securing to himself the
glory of conquests which were to be made by another.
In the execution of this plan, he fondly aimed at re-
conciling contradictions. He was solicitous to choose
a commander of intrepid resolution, and of supenor
abilities, because he knew these to be requisite in
order to ensure success ; but, at the same time, from
the jealousy natural to little minds, he wished this
person to be of a spirit so tame and obsequious, as to
be entirely dependent on his will. Butwhen he came to
apply those ideas in forming an opinion concerning the
several officers who occurred to his thoughts as worthy
of being intrusted with the command, he soon per-
ceived that it was impossible to find such incompatible
qualities united in one character. Such as were dis-
tinguished for courage and talents were too high
spirited to be passive instruments in his hands. Those
who appeared more gentle and tractable, were de-
stitute of capacity, and unequal to the charge. This
augmented his perplexity and his fears. He deliber-
ated long, and with much solicitude, and was still
wavering in his choice, when Amador de Lares, the
royal treasurer in Cuba, and Andres Duero, his own
secretary, the two persons in whom he chiefly con-
fided, were encouraged by this irresolution to propose
a new candidate, and they. supported their recom-
mendation with such assiduity and address, that, no
less fatally for Velasquez than happily for their
country, it proved successful.”

"+ The man whom they pointed out to him was Fer-
nando Cortes. He was born at Medellin, a small town

b B. Diaz, c¢. 19. Gomara, Chron. c. 7. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. iii. ¢. 11,
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i Estremadura, in the year one thousand four hundred Boox

and eighty-five, and descended from a family of noble
blood, but of very moderate fortune. Being originally
destined by his parents to the study of law, as the most
likely method of bettering his condition, he was sent
early to the university of Salamanca, where he imbibed
some tincture of learning. But he was soon disgusted
with an academic life, which did not suit his ardent
and restless genius, and retired to Medellin, where he
gave himself up entirely to active sports and martial
exercises. At this period of life, he was so impetuous,
50 overbearing, and so dissipated, that his father was
glad to comply with his inclination, and send him
abroad as an adventurer in arms. 'There were in that
age two conspicuous theatres, on which such of the
Spanish youth as courted military glory might display
their valour ; one in Italy, under the command of
the Great Captain; the other in the New World.
Cortes preferred the former, but was prevented by
indisposition from embarking with a reinforcement of
troops sent to Naples. Upon this disappointment he
- turned his views towards America, whither he was
allured by the prospect of the advantages which he
might derive from the patronage of Ovandoc, the
governor of Hispaniola, who was his kinsman. When
he landed at St. Domingo, in one thousand five hun-
dred and four, his reception was such as equalled his
most sanguine hopes, and he was employed by the
governor in several honourable and lucrative stations.
These, however, did not satisfy his ambition; and, in
the year one thousand five hundred and eleven, he
obtained permission to accompany Diego Velasquez
in his expedition to Cuba. In this service he dis-
tinguished himself so much, that, notwithstanding
some violent contests with Velasquez, occasioned by

trivial events, unworthy of remembrance, he was at:

¢ See Note II.
B 2

1518.
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1518.

concession of lands and of Indians, the recompense
usually bestowed upon adventurers in the New
World.?

Though Cortes had not hitherto acted in high
command, he had displayed such qualities in several
scenes of difficulty and danger, as raised universal
expectation, and turned the eyes of his countrymen
towards him, as one capable of performing great
things. The turbulence of youth, as soon as he found
objects and occupations suited to the ardour of his
mind, gradually subsided, and settled into a habit of
regular indefatigable activity. The impetuosity of
his temper, when he came to act with his equals,
insensibly abated, by being kept under restraint, and
mellowed into a cordial soldierly frankness. These
qualities were accompanied with calm prudence in
concerting his schemes, with persevering vigour in
executing them, and with, what is peculiar to superior
genius, the art of gaining the confidence and govern-
ing the minds of men. To all which were added the
inferior accomplishments that strike the vulgar, and
command their respect ; a graceful person, a winning
aspect, extraordinary address in martial exercises, and
a constitution of such vigour as to be capable of
enduring any fatigue.
~ As soon as Cortes was mentioned to Velasquez by
his two confidents, he flattered himself that he had
at length found what he had hitherto sought in vain,
a man with talents for command, but not an object
for jealousy. Neither the rank nor the fortune of
Cortes, as he imagined, was such that he could
aspire at independence. He had reason to believe
that, by his own readiness to bury ancient animosities
in oblivion, as well as his liberality in conferring
several recent favours, he had already gained the

4 Gomara, Chron. ¢. 1, 2, S.
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good will of Cortes, and hoped, by this new and un- Book
expected mark of conﬁdence, that he might attach
him for ever to his interest.

Cortes, receiving his commission with the warmest Soon be-
expressions of respect and gratitude to the governor, jomesie
immediately erected his standard before his own October2s.
house, appeared in a military dress, and assumed all
the ensigns of his new dignity. His utmost influence
and activity were exerted in persuading many of his
friends to engage in the service, and in urging forward
the preparations for the voyage. All his own funds,
together with what money he could raise by mort-
gaging his lands and Indians, were expended in pur-
chasing military stores and provisions, or in supplying
the wants of such of his officers as were unable to
equip themselves in a manner suited to their rank.
Inoffensive, and even laudable as this conduct was, his
disappointed competitors were malicious enough to
give it a turn to his disadvantage. They represented
him as aiming already, with little disguise, at esta-
blishing an mdependent authority over his troops, and
endeavouring to secure their respect or love by his
ostentatious and interested liberality. They reminded
Velasquez of his former dissensions with the man in
whom he now reposed so much confidence, and fore-
told that Cortes would be more apt to avail himself
of the power, which the governor was inconsiderately
putting in his hands, to avenge past injuries, than
to requite recent obligations. These insinuations
made such impression upon the suspicious mind of
Velasquez, that Cortes soon observed some symptoms
of a growing alienation and distrust in his behaviour,
and was advised by Lares and Duero to hasten his de-
parture, before these should become so confirmed, as
to break out with open violence. Fully sensible of
this danger, he urged forward his preparations with

1518.

¢ Sce Note I1I.
B3
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such rapidity, that he set sail from St. Jago de Cuba on
the eighteenth of November, Velasquez accompanying
him to the shore, and taking leave of him with an ap-
pearance of perfect friendship and confidence, though
he had secretly given it in charge to some of Cortes’
officers, to keep a watchful eye upon every part of
their commander’s conduct.”

Cortes proceeded to Trinidad, a small settlement
on the same side of the-island, where he was joined
by several adventurers, and received a supply of pro-
visions and military stores, of which his stock was still
very incomplete. He had hardly left St. Jago, when
the jealousy which had been working in the breast of
Velasquez grew so violent, that it was impossible to
suppress it. 'The armament was no longer under his
own eye and direction ; and he felt, that as his power
over it ceased, that of Cortes would become more
absolute. Imagination now aggravated every circum-
stance, which had formerly excited suspicion: the
rivals of Cortes industriously threw in reflections
which increased his fears; and, with no less art than
malice, they called superstition to their aid, employing
the predictions of an astrologer in order to complete
the alarm. All these, by their united operation, pro-
duced the desired effect. Velasquez repented bitterly
of his own imprudence, in having committed a trust
of so much importance to a person whose fidelity ap-
peared so doubtful, and hastily dispatched instructions
to Trinidad, empowering Verdugo, the chief magis-
trate there, to deprive Cortes of his commission. But
Cortes had already made such progress in gaining the
esteem and confidence of his troops, that, finding
officers as well as soldiers equally zealous to support
his authority, he soothed or intimidated Verdugo,
and was permitted to depart from Trinidad without
molestation.

f Gomara, Chron. c.,7. B. Diaz, c. 20, M
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. From Trinidad Cortes sailed for the Havana, in
order to raise more soldiers and to complete the vic-
tualling of his fleet. There several persons of dis-
tinction entered into the service, and engaged to

7
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1518.
and to lay
him under

supply what provisions were still wanting ; but, as it

was necessary to allow them some time for performing
what they had promised, Velasquez, sensible that he
ought no longer to rely on a man of whom he had so
openly discovered his distrust, availed himself of the
mterval, which this unavoidable delay afforded, in order
to make one attempt more to wrest the command out
of the hands of Cortes. He loudly complained of
Verdugo’s conduct, accusing him either of childish
facility, or of manifest treachery, in suffering Cortes
to escape from Trinidad. Anxious to guard against
a second disappointment, he sent a person of confi-
dence to the Havana, with peremptory injunctions
to Pedro Barba, his lieutenant-governor in that colony,
instantly to arrest Cortes, to send him prisoner to
St. Jago, under a strong guard, and to countermand
the sailing of the armament until he should receive
farther orders. He wrote likewise to the principal
officers, requiring them to assist Barba in executing
what he had given him in charge. But before the
arrival of this messenger, a Franciscan friar of St. Jago
had secretly conveyed an account of this interesting
transaction to Bartholomew de Olmedo, a monk of the
same order, who acted as chaplain to the expedition.

Cortes, forewarned of the danger, had time to take
precautions for his own safety. His first step was to
find some pretext for removing from the Havana
Diego de Ordaz, an officer of great merit, but in
whom, on account of his known attachment to Velas-
quez, he could not confide in this trying and delicate
juncture. He gave him the command of a vessel,
destined to take on board some provisions in a small
harbour beyond Cape Antonio, and thus made sure

B 4

Cortes de-
feats his
schemes,
and conti-
nues his
Pptepars
ations.



8

BOOK

1518.

THE HISTORY

of his absence, without seeming to suspect his fidelity.
When he was gone, Cortes no longer concealed the
intentions of Velasquez from his troops ; and as offi-
cers and soldiers were equally impatient to set out on
an expedition, in preparing for which most of them
had expended all their fortunes, they expressed their
astonishment and indignation at that illiberal jealousy,
to which the governor was about to sacrifice, not only,
the honour of their general, but all their sanguine
hopes of glory and wealth. With: one voice they en-
treated that he would not abandon the important
station to which he had such a good title. They
conjured him not to deprive them of a leader whom
they followed with such well-founded confidence, and
offered to shed the last drop of their blood in main-
taining his authority. Cortes was easily induced to
comply with what he himself so ardently desired. '
He swore that he would never desert soldiers who had
given him such a signal proof of their attachment,
and promised instantly to conduct them to that rich
country, which had been so long the object of their
thoughts and wishes. This declaration was received
with transports of military applause, accompanied with
threats and imprecations against all who should pre-
sumeto call in question the jurisdiction of theirgeneral, -

- or to obstruct the execution of his designs.

The
amount of
his forces,

Every thing was now ready for their departure :
but though this expedition was fitted out by the united
effort of the Spanish power in Cuba; though every
settlement had contributed its quota of men and pro-
visions; though the governor had laid out considerable
sums, and each adventurer had exhausted his stock,
or strained his credit, the poverty of the preparations
was such as must astonish the present age, and bore,
indeed, no resemblance to an armament destined for
the conquest of a great empire. The fleet consisted
of eleven vessels ; the largest of a hundred tons, which
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was dignified by the name-of Admiral; three of BooOK .

seventy or eighty tons, and the rest small open
barks. On board of these were six hundred and
seventeen men ; of which five hundred and eight be-
longed to the land service, and a hundred and nine
were seamen or artificers. The soldiers were divided
into eleven companies, according to the number of the
ships; to each of which Cortes appointed a captain,
and committed to him the command of the vessel
while at. sea, and of the men when on shore.f! As the
use of fire-arms among the nations of Europe was
hitherto confined to a few battalions of regularly-dis-
ciplined infantry, only thirteen soldiers were armed
with musquets, thirty-two were cross-bowmen, and
the rest had swords and spears. Instead of the usual
defensive armour, which must have been cumbersome
in a hot climate, the soldiers wore jackets quilted with
cotton, which experience had taught the Spaniards to
be a sufficient protection against the weapons of the
Americans. They had only sixteen horses, ten small
field-pieces, and four falconets.”

With this slender and ill-provided train did Cortes
set sail, to make war upon a monarch whose dominions
were more extensive than all the kingdoms subject to
the Spanish crown. As religious enthusiasm always
mingled with the spirit of adventure in the New

V.

1518,

Feb. 10.
1519.
His depar-
ture from
Cuba.

World, and, by a combination still more strange,

united with avarice, in prompting the Spaniards to all
their enterprises, a large cross was displayed in their
standards, with this inscription, Let us follow the
cross, for under this sign we shall conquer.

So powerfully were Cortes and his followers ani-

mated with both these passions, that no less eager to
plunder the opulent country whither they were bound,
than zealous to propagate the Christian faith among
its mhab1tants, they set out, not with the solicitude

€ See Note IV, t B, Diaz, c. 19,
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natural to men going upon dangerous services, but
with that confidence which arises from security of
success, and certainty of the divine protection.

As Cortes had determined to touch at every place
which Grijalva had visited, he steered directly towards
the island of Cozumel; there he had the good fortune
to redeem Jerome de Agullar, a Spaniard, who had
been eight years a prisoner among the Indians. This
man was perfectly acquainted with a dialect of their
language, understood through a large extent of coun-
try, and, possessing besides a considerable share of
prudence and sagacity, proved extremely useful as an
interpreter. From Cozumel, Cortes proceeded to the
river of Tabasco, in hopes of a reception as friendly as
Grijalva had met with there, and of finding gold in
the same abundance; but the disposition of the natives,
from some unknown cause, was totally changed. After
repeated endeavours to conciliate their good will, he
was constrained to have recourse to violence. Though
the forces of the enemy were numerous, and advanced
with extraordinary courage, they were routed with
great slaughter, in several successive actions. The
loss which they sustained, and still more the astonish-
ment and terror excited by the destructive effect of
the fire-arms, and the dreadful appearance of the horses,
humbled their fierce spirits, and induced them to sue
for peace. They acknowledged the King of Castile
as their sovereign, and granted Cortes a supply of
provisions, with a present of cotton garments, some
gold, and twenty female slaves.!

Cortes continued his course to the westward, keep-
ing as near the shore as possible, in order to observe
the country ; but could discover no proper place for
landing, until he arrived at St.Juan de Ulua.* As

1 See Note V.
" & B, Diaz, c. 31—36. Gomara, Chron, c. 18—23. Herrera, dec. ii.
lib. iv. c, 11. &c.
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he entered this harbour, a large canoe, full of people, B({,ox

among whom were two who seemed to be persons of -

distinction, approached his ship with signs of peace
and amity. They came on board without fear or
distrust, and addressed him in a most respectful man-
ner, but in a language altogether unknown to Aguilar.
Cortes was in the utmost perplexity and distress at
an event of which he instantly foresaw all the conse-
quences, and already felt the hesitation and uncer-
tainty with which he should carry on the great schemes
which he meditated, if, in his transactions with the
natives, he must depend entirely upon such an im-
perfect, ambiguous, and conjectural mode of commu-
nication, as the use of signs. But he did not remain
long in this embarrassing situation ; a fortunate ac-
cident extricated him, when his own sagacity could
have contributed little towards his relief. One of
the female slaves, whom he had received from the
cazique of Tabasco, happened to be present at the
first interview between Cortes and his new guests.
She perceived his distress, as well as the confusion of
Aguilar; and, as she perfectly understood the Mexi-
can language, she explained what they had said in
the Yucatan tongue, with which Aguilar was ac-
quainted. This woman, known afterwards by the
name of Dofia Marina, and who makes a conspi-
cuous figure in the history of the New World, where
great revolutions were brought about by small causes
and inconsiderable instruments, was born in one of the
provinces of the Mexican empire. Having been sold
as a slave in the early part of her life, after a variety
of adventures she fell into the hands of the Tabas-
cans, and had resided long enough among them to
acquire their language, without losing the use of her
own. Though it was both tedious and troublesome
to converse by the intervention of two different inter-
preters, Cortes was so highly pleased with having

151,
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discovered this method of carrying on some inter-
course with the people of a country into which he was
determined to penetrate, that, in the transports of his
joy, he considered it as a visible interposition of Pro-
vidence in his favour.'

He now learned that the two persons whom he
had received on board of his ship were deputies from
Teutile and Pilpatoe, two officers intrusted with the
government of that province, by a great monarch,
whom they called Montezuma ; and that they were
sent to enquire what his intentions were in visiting
their coast, and to offer him what assistance he might
need, in order to continue his voyage. Cortes, struck
with the appearance of those people, as well as the
tenour of the message, assured them, in respectful
terms, that he approached their country with most
friendly sentiments, and came to propose matters of
great importance to the welfare of their prince and
his kingdom, which he would unfold more fully, in
person, to the governor and the general. Next
morning, without waiting for any answer, he landed
his troops, his horses, and artillery; and, having
chosen proper ground, began to erect huts for his
men, and to fortify his camp. The natives, instead of
opposing the entrance of those fatal guests into their
country, assisted them in all their operations with an
alacrity of which they had ere long good reason to
repent.

Next day, Teutile and Pilpatoe entered the Spanish
camp with a numerous retinue; and Cortes, consider-
ing them as the ministers of a great monarch, entitled
to a degree of attention very different from that which
the Spaniards were accustomed to pay to the petty
caziques, with whom they had intercourse in the isles,
received them with much formal ceremony. He in-

1 B. Diaz, c. 37, 38, 39. Gomara, Chron. c. 25, 26. Herrera, dec. ii.
lib.v. ¢. 4
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formed them, that he came as ambassador from ' BOOK

Don Carlos of Austria, King of Castile, the greatest
monarch of the East, and was intrusted with pro-
positions of such moment, that he could impart them
to none but the Emperor Montezuma himself, and
therefore required them to conduct him, without loss
of time, into the presence of their master. The
Mexican officers could not conceal their uneasiness
at a request which they knew would be disagreeable,
and which they foresaw might prove extremely em-
barrassing to their sovereign, whose mind had been
filled with many disquieting apprehensions, ever
since the former appearance of the Spaniards on his
coasts. But, before they attempted to dissuade Cortes
from insisting on his demand, they endeavoured to
conciliate his good-will by entreating him to accept
of certain presents, which, as humble slaves of Monte-
zuma, they laid at his feet. They were introduced
with great parade, and consisted of fine cotton cloth,
of plumes of various colours, and of ornaments of
gold and silver to a considerable value, the workman-
ship of which appeared to be as curious as the mate-
rials were rich. The display of these produced an
effect very different from what the Mexicans in-
tended. Instead of satisfying, it increased the avidity
of the Spaniards, and rendered them so eager and
impatient to become masters of a country which
abounded with such precious productions, that Cortes
could hardly listen with patience to the arguments
which Pilpatoe and Teutile employed to dissuade
him from visiting the capital ; and, in a haughty de-
termined tone, he insisted on his demand of being ad-
mitted to a personal audience of their sovereign.
During this interview, some painters, in the train of
the Mexican chiefs, had been diligently employed in
delineating, upon white cotton cloths, figures of the
ships, the horses, the artillery, the soldiers, and what-

1519.
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ever elge attracted their eyes, as singular. 'When"
Cortes observed this, and was informed that these
pictures were to be sent to Montezuma, in order to
convey to him a more lively idea of the strange and
wonderful objects now presented to their view, than
any words could communicate, he resolved to render
the representation still more animated and interesting,
by exhibiting such a spectacle as might give both
them and their monarch an awful impression of the
extraordinary prowess of his followers, and the irre-
sistible force of their arms. The trumpets, by his
order, sounded an alarm ; the troops, in a moment,
formed in order of battle ; the infantry performed
such martial exercises as were best suited to display
the effect of their different weapons; the horse, in
various evolutions, gave a specimen of their agility
and strength ; the artillery, pointed towards the thick
woods which surrounded the camp, were fired, and
made dreadful havoc among the trees. The Mexi-
cans looked on with that silent amazement which is
natural when the mind is struck with objects, which
are both awful and above its comprehension. But, at
the explosion of the cannon, many of them fled, some
fell to the ground, and all were so much confounded
at the sight of men whose power so nearly resembled
that of the gods, that Cortes found it difficult to com-
pose and reassure them. The painters had now
many new objects on which to exercise their art, and-
they put their fancy on the stretch, in order to invent
figures and symbols to represent the extraordinary
things which they had seen.

Messengers were immediately dispatched to Mon-
tezuma with those pictures, and a full account of every
thing that had passed since the arrival of the Spaniards,
and by them Cortes sent a present of some European
curiosities to Montezuma, which, though of no great
value, he believed would be acceptable on account of
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their novelty. The Mexican monarchs, in order to BOOK

obtain early information of every occurrence in all the
corners of their extensive empire, had introduced a
refinement in police, unknown, at that time, in Europe.
They had couriers posted at proper stations along the
principal roads; and as these were trained to agility
by a regular education, and relieved one another at
moderate distances, they conveyed intelligence with
surprising rapidity. Though the capital in which
Montezuma resided was above a hundred and eighty
miles from St. Juan de Ulua, Cortes’s presents were

carried thither, and an answer to his demands was -

received in a few days. The same officers who had
hitherto treated with the Spaniards were employed to
deliver this answer ; but as they knew how repugnant
the determination of their master was to all the schemes
and wishes of the Spanish commander, they would
not venture to make it known until they had previously

1519,

endeavoured to soothe and mollify him. For this Hispre
purpose, theyrenewed their negotiation, by introducing **™*

a train of a hundred Indians, loaded with presents sent
to him by Montezuma. The magnificence of these
was such as became a great monarch, and far exceeded
any idea which the Spaniards had hitherto formed of
his wealth. They were placed on mats spread on the
ground, in such order as shewed them to the greatest
advantage. Cortes and his officers viewed, with ad-
iration, the various manufactures of the country ;
cotton stuffs so fine, and of such delicate texture, as

to resemble silk ; pictures of animals, trees, and other . -

natural objects, formed with feathers of different
colours, disposed and mingled with such skill and -
elegance, as to rival the works of the pencil in truth
and beauty of imitation. But what chiefly attracted
their eyes, were two large plates of a circular form,
one of massive gold representing the sun, the other of
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"BOOK silver, an emblem of the moon.™ These were accom- -
v panied with bracelets, collars, rings, and other trinkets
1519 of gold ;~and, that nothing might be wanting which
could give the Spaniards a complete idea of what the
country afforded, with some boxes filled with pearls,

. precious stones, and grains of gold unwrought, as they
had been found in the mines or rivers. Cortes
received all these with an appearance of profound
veneration for the monarch by whom they were be-

Foids  stowed. But when the Mexicans, presuming upon
::;:::c?e this, informed him, that their master, though he de-
his capital.  gired him to accept of what he had sent as a token of
regard for.that monarch whom Cortes represented,
would not give his consent that foreign troops should

.approach nearer to his capital, or even allow them to
continue longer in his dominions, the Spanish general
declared, in a manner more resolute and peremptory
than formerly, that he must insist on his first demand,
as he could not, without dishonour, return to his own
country, until he was admitted into the presence of
the prince whom he was appointed to visit in the name
of his sovereign. The Mexicans, astonished at see-
ing any man dare to oppose that will, which they were
accustomed to consider as supreme and irresistible,
yet afraid of precipitating their country into an open
rupture with such formidable enemies, prevailed with
Cortes to promise, that he would not move from his
present camp, until the return of a messenger, whom
they sent to Montezuma for farther instructions.”

State of the - L he firmness with which Cortes adhered to his

x,‘;"im original proposal, should naturally have brought the

that period. pegotiation between him and Montezuma to a speedy
issue, as it seemed to leave the Mexican' monarch no

- choice, but either to receive him with confidence as a
friend, or to oppose him openly as an enemy. The

\ ™ See Note VI.
' " B. Diaz, ¢. 39. Gomara, Chron. c¢. 27. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 5,6.
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latter was what might have been expected from a
haughty prmce in possession of extensive power. The
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Mexican empire, at this period, was at a pitch of 1%

grandeur to which no society ever attained in so short
aperiod. Though it had subsisted, according to their
own traditions, only a hundred and thirty years, its
dominion extended from the North to the South
sea, over territories stretching, with some small inter-
ruption, above five hundred leagues from east to west,
and more than two hundred from north to south, com-
prehending provinces not inferior in fertility, popula-
tion, and opulence, to any in the torrid zone. The
people were warlike and enterprising ; the authority
of the monarch unbounded, and his revenues consi-
derable. If, with the forces which might have been
suddenly assembled in such an empire, Montezuma
had fallen upon the Spaniards while encamped on a
barren unhealthy coast, unsupported by any ally, with-
out a place of retreat, and destitute of provisions, it
seems to be impossible, even with all the advantages
of their superior discipline and arms, that they could
have stood the shock, and they must either have
perished in such an unequal contest, or have aban-
doned the enterprise.

As the power of Montezuma enabled him to take
this spirited part, his own dispositions were such as
seemed naturally to prompt him to it. Of all the
princes who had swayed the Mexican sceptre, he was
the most haughty, the most violent, and the most
impatient of control. His subjects looked up to him
with awe, and his enemies with terror. The former
he governed with unexampled rigour ; but they were
impressed with such an opinion of his capacity, as
commanded their respect ; and, by many victories
over the latter, he had spread far the dread of his
arms, and had added several considerable provinces to
his dominions. But though his talents might be suited

Am. voL. II c

of the mon-
arch,
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to the transactions of a state so imperfectly polished
as the Mexican empire, and sufficient to conduct them
while in their accustomed course, they were altogether
inadequate to a conjuncture so extraordinary, and did
not qualify him either to judge with the discernment,
or to act with the decision, requisite in such a trymg
emergence. :
From the moment that the Spaniards appeared
on his coast, he discovered symptoms of timidity
and embarrassment. Instead of taking such reso-
lutions as the consciousness of his own power, or the-
memory of his former exploits, might have inspired,
he deliberated with an anxiety and hesitation which
did not escape the notice of his meanest courtiers.
The perplexity and discomposure of Montezuma’s
mind upon this occasion, as well as the general
dismay of his subjects, were not owing wholly to the
impression which the Spaniards had made by the no-
velty of their appearance and the terror of their arms.

- Its origin may be traced up to a more remote source.

There was an opinion, if we may believe the earliest
and most authentic Spanish historians, almost universal
among the Americans, that some dreadful calamity
was impending over their heads, from a race of for-
midable invaders who should come from regions to-
wards the rising sun, to overrun.and desolate their
country. Whether this disquieting apprehension
flowed from the memory of some natural calamity
which had afflicted that part of the globe, and impressed
the minds of the inhabitants with superstitious fears

- and forebodings, or whether it was an imagination

accidentally suggested by the astonishment which the
first sight of a new race of men occasioned, it is im-
possible to determine. But as the Mexicans were more
prone to superstition than any people in the New
World, they were more deeply affected by the appear-
ance of the Spaniards, whom their credulity instantly
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represented as the instruments destined to bring about BOOK
this fatal revolution which they dreaded. Under those
cireumstances, it ceases to be incredible that a handful 159
of adventurers should alarm the monarch of a great
empire, and all his subjects.

Notwithstanding the influence of this impression, Continues
when the messenger arrived from the Spanish camp et
with an account that the leader of the strangers, ad-
hering to his original demand, refused to obey the
order enjoining him to leave the country,. Montezuma
assumed some degree of resolution ; and, in a transport
of rage, natural to a fierce prince unaccustomed to
meet with any opposition to his will, he threatened to
sacrifice those presumptuous men to his gods. But
his doubts and fears quickly returned ; and, instead of
issuing orders to carry his threats into execution, he
again called his ministers to confer and offer their
advice. Feeble and temporising measures will always.
be the result when men assemble to deliberate in a
situation where they ought to act. The Mexican
counsellors took no effectual measure for expelling
such troublesome intruders, and were satisfied with
issuing a more positive injunction, requiring them to
leave the country; but this they preposterously ac-
companied with a present of such value, as proved
a fresh inducement to remain there.

Meanwhile, the Spaniards were not without soli- Ansiety
citude, or a variety of sentiments, in deliberating con. fod 2Ppre:
cerning their own future conduct. - From what they °“';:'d&
had already seen, many of them formed such extra-
vagant ideas concerning the opulence of the country,
that, despising danger or hardships, when they had in
view treasures which appeared to be inexhaustible,
they were eager to attempt the conquest. Others,
estimating the power of the Mexican empire by its

© Cortes, Relazione Seconda, ap, Ramus. iii. 284, 235. Herrera, dec. 2..
ib, iii, c. 1. lib. v. ¢. 11. lib. vii. ¢c. 6. Gomara, Chron. c. 66. 92, 144.
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wealth, and enumerating the various proofs which had
occurred of its being under a well-regulated admini-
stration, contended, that it would be an act of the
wildest frenzy to attack such a state with a small body
of men, in want of provisions, unconnected with any
ally, and already enfeebled by the diseases peculiar to
the climate, and the loss of several of their number.?
Cortes secretly applauded the advocates for bold mea-
sures, and cherished their romantic hopes, as such
ideas corresponded with his own, and favoured the
execution of the schemes which he had formed. From
the time that the suspicions of Velasquez broke out
with open violence in the attempts to deprive him of
the command, Cortes saw the necessity of dissolving
a connection which would obstruct and embarrass all
his operations, and watched for a proper opportunity of
coming to a final rupture with him. Having this in
view, he had laboured by every art to secure the
esteem and affection of his soldiers. ~ With his abili-

- ties for command, it was easy to gain their esteem ;

.and his followers were quickly satisfied that they

might rely, with perfect confidence, on the conduct
and courage of their leader. Nor was it more dif-
ficult to acquire their affection. Among adventurers,
nearly of the same rank, and serving at their own
expence, the dignity of command did: not elevate a
general above mingling with those who acted under
him. Cortes availed himself of this freedom of in-
tercourse, to insinuate himself into their favour ; and
by his affable manners, by well-timed acts of liberality
to some, by inspiring all with vast hopes, and by
allowing them to trade privately with the natives®, he
attached the greater part of his soldiers so firmly to
himself, that they almost forgot that the armament"
had been fitted*out by the authority, and at the ex-

~pence, of another.

? B. Diaz c. 40. 9 See Note VII.
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During those intrigues, Teutile arrived with the BoOK

present from Montezuma, and, together with it, de-

livered the ultimate order of that monarch to depart H sidvess
instantly out of his dominions; and when Cortes, in caing

instead of complying, renewed his request of an au-
dience, the Mexican turned from him abruptly, ané
quitted the camp with looks and gestures which
strongly expressed his surprise and resentment. Next
morning, none of the natives, who used to frequent
the camp in great numbers, in order to barter with
the soldiers, and to bring in provisions, appeared.
All friendly correspondence seemed now to be at an
end, and it was expected every moment that hos-
tilities would commence. This, though an event that
might have been foreseen, occasioned a sudden con-
sternation among the Spaniards, which emboldened
the adherents of Velasquez not only to murmur and
cabal against their general, but to appoint one of
their number to remonstrate openly against his im-
prudence in attempting the conquest of a mighty
empire with such inadequate force, and to urge the
necessity of returning to Cuba, in order to refit the
fleet and augment the army. Diego de Ordaz, one
of his principal officers, whom the malecontents
charged with this commission, delivered it with a
soldierly freedom and bluntness, assuring Cortes that
he spoke the sentiments of the whole army. He
listened to this remonstrance without any appearance
of emotion; and as he well knew the temper and
wishes of his soldiers, and foresaw how they would
receive a proposition fatal at once to all the splendid
hopes and schemes which they had been forming with
such complacency, he carried his dissimulation so far
as to seem to relinquish his own measures in com-
pliance with the request of Ordaz, and issued orders
that the army should be in readiness next day to re-
embark for Cuba. ' As soon as this was known, the
c3

em On.
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1519,

the emissaries of Cortes, mingling with them, inflamed
their rage ; the ferment became general ; the whole
camp was almost in open mutiny ; all demanding with
eagerness to see their commander. Cortes was not
slow in appearing ; when, with one voice, officers and
soldiers expressed their astonishment and indignation
at the orders which they had received. It was un-
worthy, they cried, of the Castilian courage, to be
daunted at the first aspect of danger, and infamous to
fly before any enemy appeared. For their parts, they
were determined not to relinquish an enterprise, that
had hitherto been successful, and which tended so
visibly to spread the knowledge of true religion, and
to advance the glory and interest of their country.
Happy under his command, they would follow him
with alacrity through every danger, in quest of those
settlements and treasures which he had so long held
out to their view ; but, if he chose rather to return
to Cuba, and tamely give up all his hopes of distinc-
tion and opulence to an envious rival, they would
instantly choose another general to conduct them in
that path of glory, which he had not spirit to enter.
Cortes, delighted with their ardour, took no offence
at the boldness with which it was uttered. The sen-
timents were what he himself had inspired, and the
warmth of expression satisfied him thathis followershad
imbibed them thoroughly. He affected, however, to
be surprised at what he heard, declaring that his orders
to prepare for embarking were issued from a persua-
sion that this was agreeable to his troops; that, from
deference to what he had been informed was their in-
clination, he had sacrificed his own private opinion,
which was firmly bent on establishing immediately a
settlement on the sea coast, and then on endeavouring
to penetrate into the interior part of the country ;
that now he was convinced of his error; and, as he
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perceived that they were animated with the generous
spirit which breathed in every true Spaniard, he would
resume, with fresh ardour, his original plan of oper-
ation, and doubted not to conduct them, in the
career of victory, to such independent fortunes as
their valour merited. Upon this declaration, shouts
of applause testified the excess of their joy. The
measure seemed to be taken with unanimous consent ;
such as-secretly condemned it being obliged to join
in the acclamations, partly to conceal their disaffection
from their general, and partly to avoid the imputation
of cowardice from their fellow-soldiers."

Without allowing his men time to cool or to re-
flect, Cortes set about carrying his design into exe-
cution. In order to give a beginning to a colony, he
assembled the principal persons in his army, and by
their suffrage elected a council and magistrates in
whom the government was to be vested. As men
naturally transplant the institutions and forms of the
mother-country into their new settlements, this was
framed upon the model of a Spanish corporation.
The magistrates were distinguished by the same names
and ensigns of office, and were to exercise a similar
jurisdiction. All the persons chosen were most firmly
devoted to Cortes, and the instrument of their election
was framed in the king’s name, without any mention
of their dependence on Velasquez. The two prin-
ciples of avarice and enthusiasm, which prompted the
Spaniards to all their enterprises in the New World,
seem to have concurred in suggesting the name which
Cortes bestowed on his infant settlement. He called
it, The rich town of the true cross.*

The first meeting of the new council was distin-
guished by a transaction of great moment. As soon
as it assembled, Cortes applied for leave to enter ;

T B. Diaz, c. 40, 41, 42. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 6, 7.
. * Villa rica de la vera cruz.
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spect, which added dignity to the tribunal, and set an
example of reverence for its authority, he began a
long harangue, in which, with much art, and in terms
extremely flattering to persons just entering upon
their new function, he observed, that as the supreme
jurisdiction over the colony which they had planted
was now vested in this court, he considered them as
clothed with the authority, and representing the
person of their sovereign; that, accordingly, he would
communicate to them what he deemed essential to
the public safety, with the same dutiful fidelity as if
he were addressing his royal master; that the secu-
rity of a colony settled in a great empire, whose
sovereign had already discovered his hostile intentions,
depended upon arms, and the efficacy of these upon
the subordination and discipline preserved among the
troops ; that his right to command was derived from
a commission granted by the governor of Cuba; and
as that had been long since revoked, the lawfulness of
his jurisdiction might well be questioned ; that he
might be thought to act upon a defective, or even a
dubious title ; nor could they trust an army which
might dispute the powers of its general, at a juncture
when it ought implicitly to obey his orders; that,
moved by these considerations, he now resigned all
his authority to them, that they, having both right to
choose, and power to confer full jurisdiction, might
appoint one in the king’s name, to command the army
in its future operations ; and as for his own part, such
was his zeal for the service inwhich they were engaged, -
that he would most cheerfully take- up a pike with the
same hand that laid down the general’s truncheon,
and convince his fellow-soldiers, that, though accus-
tomed to command, he had not forgotten how to
obey. Having finished his discourse, he laid the
commission from Velasquez upon the table, and, after
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kissing his truncheon, delivered it to the chief magi-
strate, and withdrew.

The deliberations of the council were not long, as
Cortes had concerted this important measure with his
confidents, and had prepared the other members with
great address, for the part which he wished them to
take. His resignation was accepted; and as the unin-
terrupted tenour of their prosperity under his conduct
afforded the most satisfying evidence of his abilities for
command, they, by their unanimous suffrage, elected
him chief justice of the colony, and captain-general
of its army, and appointed his commission to be made
out in the king’s name, with most ample powers,
which were to continue in force until the royal plea-
sure should be farther known. That this deed might
not be deemed the machination of a junto, the council
called together the troops, and acquainted them with
what had been resolved. The soldiers, with eager
applause, ratified the choice which the council had
made ; the air resounded with the name of Cortes,
and all vowed to shed their blood in support of his
authority.

Cortes, having now brought his intrigues to the
desired issue, and shaken off his mortifying depend-
ence on the governor of Cuba, accepted of the com-
mission, which vested in him supreme jurisdiction,
civil as well as military, over the colony, with many
professions of respect to the council, and gratitude to
the army. Together with this new command, he
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assumed greater dignity, and began to exercise more

extensive powers. Formerly he had felt himself to
be only the deputy of a subject; now he acted as the
representative of his sovereign. The adherents of
Velasquez, fully aware of what would be the effect of
this change in the situation of Cortes, could no longer
continue silent and passive spectators of his actions.
They exclaimed openly against the proceedings of the
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council as illegal, and against those of the army as
mutinous. Cortes, instantly perceiving the necessity
of giving a timely check to such seditious discourse
by some vigorous measure, arrested Ordaz, Escudero,
and Velasquez de Leon, the ringleaders of this faction,
and sent them prisoners aboard the fleet, loaded with
chains. Their dependents, astonished and overawed,
remained quiet; and Cortes, more desirous to reclaim
than to punish his prisoners, who were officers of great
merit, courted their friendship with such assiduity
and address, that the reconciliation was perfectly
cordial ; and, on the most trying occasions, neither
their connection with the governor of Cuba, nor the
memory of the indignity with which they had been
treated, tempted them to swerve from an inviolable
attachment to his interest." In this, as well as his
other negotiations, at this critical conjuncture, which
decided with respect to his future fame and fortune,
Cortes owed much of his success to the Mexican gold,
which he distributed with a liberal hand both among
his friends and his opponents.*

Cortes, having thus rendered the union between
himself and his army indissoluble, by engaging it to
join him in disclaiming any dependence on the go-
vernor of Cuba, and in repeated acts of disobedience
to his authority, thought he might now venture to
quit the camp in which he had hitherto remained, and
advance into the country. To this he was encouraged
by an event no less fortunate than seasonable. Some
Indians having approached his camp in a mysterious
manner, were introduced into his presence. He found
that they were sent with a proffer of friendship from
the cazique of Zempoalla, a considerable town at no
great distance; and from their answers to a variety of
questions which he put to them, according to his

t B. Diaz, c. 42, 43. Gomara, Chron. c. 30, 31. Herrera, dec, ii. lib. v.
c 7. ¢ B, Diaz, c. 44. :
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usual practice in every interview with the people of
the country, he gathered, that their master, though
subject to the Mexican empire, was impatient of the
yoke, and filled with such dread and hatred of
Montezuma, that nothing could be more acceptable
to him than any prospect of deliverance from the op-
pression under which he groaned. On hearing this,
a ray of light and hope broke in upon the mind of
Cortes. He saw that the great empire which he in-
tended to attack was neither perfectly united, nor its
sovereign universally beloved. He concluded, that the
causes of disaffection could not be confined to one pro-
vince, but that in other corners there must be malecon-
tents, so weary of subjection, or so desirous of change,
as to be ready to follow the standard of any protector.
Full of those ideas, on which he began to form a
scheme, that time, and more perfect information
concerning the state of the country, enabled him to
mature, he gave a most gracious reception to the
Zempoallans, and promised soon to visit their cazique.*

In order to perform this promise, it was not neces-
sary to vary the route which he had already fixed for
his march. Some officers, whom he had employed
to survey the coast, having discovered a village named
Quiabislan, about forty miles to the northward, which,
both on account of the fertility of the soil, and com-
modiousness of the harbour, seemed to be a more
proper station for a settlement than that where he was
encamped, Cortes determined to remove thither.
Zempoalla lay in his way, where the cazique received
him in the manner which he had reason to expect ;
with gifts and caresses, like a man solicitous to gain
his good will ; with respect approaching almost to
adoration, like one who looked up to him as a deliverer.
From him he learned many particulars with respect
to the character of Montezuma, and the circumstances

* B. Diaz, c. 41. Gomaray, Chron. c. 28.
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which rendered his dominion odious. He was a
tyrant, as the cazique told him with tears, haughty,
cruel, and suspicious ; who treated his own subjects
with arrogance, ruined the conquered provinces by
excessive exactions, and often tore their sons and
daughters from them by violence, the former to be
offered as victims to his gods; the latter, to be reserved
as concubines for himself or favourites. Cortes, in
reply to him, artfully insinuated, that one great object
of the Spaniards in visiting a country so remote from
their own, was to redress grievances, and to relieve
the oppressed ; and having encouraged him to hope
for this interposition in due time, he continued his
march to Quiabislan.

The spot which his officers had recommended as a
proper situation, appeared to him to be so well chosen,
that he immediately marked out ground for a town.
The houses to be erected were only huts ; but these
were to be surrounded with fortifications, of sufficient
strength to resist the assaults of an Indian army. As
the finishing of those fortifications was essential to the
existence of a colony, and of no less importance in
prosecuting the designs which the leader and his fol-
lowers meditated, both in order to secure a place of
retreat, and to preserve their communication with the
sea, every man in the army, officers as well as soldiers,
put his hand to the work, Cortes himself setting them
an example of activity and perseverance in labour.
The Indians of Zempoalla and Quiabislan lent their
aid; and this petty station, the parent of so many
mighty settlements, was soon in a state of defence.”

While engaged in this necessary work, Cortes had
several interviews with the caziques of Zempoalla and
Quiabislan ; and availing himself of their wonder and
astonishment at the new objects which they daily be-

» .,
Y B. Diaz, ¢. 45, 46. 48. Gomara, Chron. c. 32, 3. 37. Herrera, dec. il.
lib, v. c. 8, 9.
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held, he gradually inspired them with such a high
opinion of the Spamards, as beings of a superior order,
and irresistible in arms, that, relying on their pro-
tection, they ventured to insult the Mexican power,
at the very name of which they were accustomed to
tremble. Some of Montezuma’s officers having ap-
peared to levy the usual tribute, and to demand a
certain number of human victims, as an expiation for
their guilt in presuming to hold intercourse with
those strangers whom the emperor had commanded
to leave his dominions, instead of obeying the order,
the caziques made them prisoners, treated them with
great indignity, and, as their superstition was no less
barbarous than that of the Mexicans, they prepared
to sacrifice them to their gods. From this last danger
they were delivered by the interposition of Cortes,
who manifested the utmost horror at the mention of
such a deed. The two caziques having now been
pushed to an act of such open rebellion, as left them
no hope of safety but in attaching themselves inviolably
to the Spaniards, they soon completed their union with
them, by formally acknowledging themselves to be
vassals of the same monarch. Their example was
followed by the Totonaques, a fierce people who
. inhabited the mountainous part of the country. They
willingly subjected themselves to the crown of Castile,
and offered to accompany Cortes, with all thelr forces,
in his march towards Mexico.*

Cortes had now been above three months in New
Spain ; and though this period had not been dis-
tinguished by martial exploits, every moment had
been employed in operations, which, though less
splendid, were more important. By his "address in
conducting his intrigues with his own army, as well
as Mis sagacity in carrying on his negotiations with

* B. Diaz, c. 47. Gomara, Chron, 85, 36. Herrers, dec. ii, lib: v. c. 9,
10, 11.
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future success. But, whatever confidence he might
place in the plan which he had formed, he could not
but perceive that as his title to command was derived
from a doubtful authority, he held it by a precarious
tenure. The injuries which Velasquez had received
were such as would naturally prompt him to apply for
redress to their common sovereign ; and such a repre-
sentation, he foresaw, might be given of his con-
duct, that he had reason to apprehend, not only that
he might be degraded from his present rank, but sub-
jected to punishment. Before he began his march,
it was necessary to take the most effectual precautions
against this impending danger. With this view-he
persuaded the magistrates of the colony at Vera Cruz
to address a letter to the king, the chief object of
which was to justify their own conduct in establishing
a colony independent on the jurisdiction of Velasquez.
In order to accomplish this, they endeavoured to de-
tract from his merit, in fitting out the two former
armaments under Cordova and Grijalva, affirming
that these had been equipped by the adventurers who
engaged in the expeditions, and not by the governor.
They contended that the sole object of Velasquez
was to trade or barter with the natives, not to attempt
the conquest of New Spain, or to settle a colony
there. 'They asserted that Cortes and the officers
who served under him had defrayed the greater part

- of the expence in fitting out the armament. On this

account, they humbly requested their sovereign to
ratify what they had done in his name, and to con-
firm Cortes in the supreme command by his royal
commission. That Charles might be induced to grant
more readily what they demanded, they give him a
pompous description of the country which they had
discovered; of its riches, the number of its inhabitants,
their civilization and arts; they relate the progress
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which they had already made in annexing some parts BQOK
of the country, situated on the sea-coast, to the crown
of Castile: and mention the schemes which they had
formed, as well as the hopes which they entertained,
of reducing the whole to subjection.® Cortes himself
wrote in a similar strain; and, as he knew that the
Spanish court, accustomed to the exaggerated: repre-
sentations of every new country by its discoverers,
would give little credit to their splendid accounts of
New Spain, if these were naot accompanied with such
a specimen of what it contained, as would excite a
high idea of its opulence, he solicited his soldiers to
relinquish what they might claim as their part of the
treasures which had hitherto been collected, in order
that the whole might be sent to the king. Such was
the ascendant which he had acquired over their minds,
and such their own romantic expectations of future
wealth, that an army of indigent and rapacious ad-
venturers was capable of this generous effort, and
offered to their sovereign the richest present that had
hitherto been transmitted from the New World.®
Portocarrero and Montejo, the chief magistrates of
the colony, were appointed to carry this present to
Castile, with express orders not to touch at Cuba in
their passage thither.°
While a vessel was prepanng for their departure, A conspi-

an unexpected event occasioned a general alarm, FoJ28un*

1519.

* In this letter it is asserted, that though a considerable number of Spaniards
bave been wounded in their various encounters with the people of Tabasco,
not one of them died, and all had recovered in a very short time. This seems
to confirm what I observe in p. 860., concerning the imperfection of the offen-
sive weapons used hy the Americans, In this letter, the human sacrifices
offered by the Mexicans to their deities are described minutely, and with great
horror; some of the Spaniargs, it is said, had been eye-witnesses of those bar-
barous rites.  To the letter is subjoined a catalogue and description of the
presents sent to the emperor. That published by Gomara, Chron. c. 29., seems
to have been copied from it. Pet. Martyr describes many of the articles in
his treatise De Insulis nuper inventis, p. 854., &c.

b See Note VIIIL.

¢ B. Diaz, c. 54. Gomara, Chron. c. 40.
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BOOK Some soldiers and sailors, secretly attached to Ve-
' lasquez, or intimidated at the prospect of the dangers
151%  ynavoidable in attempting to penetrate into the heart
of a great empire with such unequal force, formed the
design of seizing one of the brigantines, and making
their escape to Cuba, in order to give the governor
such intelligence as might enable him to intercept the
ship which was to carry the treasure and dispatches
to Spain. This conspiracy, though formed by per-
sons of low rank, was conducted with profound se-
crecy; but at the moment when every thing was
ready for execution, they were betrayed by one of

their associates.
Hedeswsys  Lhough the good fortune of Cortes interposed so
hisfleet-  geasonably on this occasion, the detection of this con-
spiracy filled his mind with most disquieting appre-
hensions, and prompted him to execute a scheme
which he had long revolved. He perceived that the
spirit of disaffection still lurked among his troops ;
that, though hitherto checked by the uniform success
of his schemes, or suppressed by the hand of au-
thority, various events might occur which would en-
courage and call it forth. He observed, that many
of his men, weary of the fatigue of service, longed to
revisit their settlements in Cuba ; and that, upon any
appearance of extraordinary danger, or any reverse of
fortune, it would be impossible to restrain them from
returning thither. He was sensible that his forces,
already too feeble, could bear no diminition, and
that a very small defection of his followers would
oblige him to abandon the enterprise. After ru-
minating often, and with much solicitude, upon those
particulars, he saw no hope of success but in cutting
off all possibility of retreat, and in reducing his men
to the necessity of adopting the same resolution with
which he himself was animated, either to conquer or
to perish. With this view, he determined to destroy
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his fleet.; but as he durst not venture to execute such Book

a bold resolution by his single authority, he laboured
to bring his soldiers to adopt his ideas with respect to
the propriety of this measure. His address in ac-
complishing this was not inferior to the arduous oc-
“casion in which it was employed. He persuaded
some that the ships had suffered so much by having
been long at sea, as to be altogether unfit for service;
to others he pointed out what a seasonable reinforce-
ment of strength they would derive from the junction
of a hundred men, now unprofitably employed as
sailors ; and to all he represented the necessity of
fixing- their eyes and wishes upon what was before
them, without allowing the idea of a retreat once to
enter their thoughts. With universal consent the
ships were drawn ashore, and, after stripping them of’
their sails, rigging, iron works, and whatever else
might be of use, they were broke in pieces. Thus,
from an effort of magnanimity, to which there is
nothing parallel in history, five hundred men volun-
tarily consented to be shut up in an hostile country,
filled with powerful and unknown nations, and, having
precluded every means of escape, left themselves with-
out any resource but their own valour and perse-
verance. ¢ ,

Nothing now retarded Cortes ; the alacrity of his
troops and the disposition of his allies were equally
favourable. All the advantages, however, derived
from the latter, though procured by much assiduity
‘and address, were well nigh lost in a moment, by an
indiscreet sally of religious zeal, which, on many oc-
casions, precipitated Cortes into actions inconsistent
with the prudence that distinguishes his character.
Though hitherto he had neither time nor opportunity
to explain to the natives the errors of their own su-

¢ Relaz. di Cortes. Ramus. iii. 225. B. Diaz, c. 57, 58. Herrera, ‘

dec. ii. lib. v. c. 14.
Am. voL. 11 D

1519.



34

BOOK
V.

THE HISTORY
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: Christian faith, he commanded his soldiers to overturn

1519.
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the altars and to destroy the idols in the chief temple
of Zempoalla, and in their place to erect a crucifix and
an image of the Virgin Mary. The people beheld
this with astonishment and horror; the priests excited
them to arms ; but such was the authority of Cortes,
and so great the ascendant which the Spaniards had
acquired, that the commotion was appeased without
bloodshed, and concord perfectly re-established.
Cortes began his march from Zempoalla on the
sixteenth of August, with five hundred men, fifteen
horse, and six field-pieces. The rest of his troops,
consisting chiefly of such as, from age or infirmity,
were less fit for active service, he left as a garrison in
Villa Rica, under the command of Escalante, an
officer of merit, and warmly attached to his interest.
The cazique of Zempoalla supplied him with pro-
visions, and with two hundred of those Indians called
tamemes, whose office, in a country where tame ani-
mals were unknown, was to carry burdens, and to
perform all servile labour. They were a great relief
to the Spanish soldiers, who hitherto had been obliged,
not only to carry their own baggage, but to drag
along the artillery by main force. He offered like-
wise a considerable body of his troops, but Cortes
was satisfied with four hundred ; taking care, how-
ever, to choose persons of such note as might prove
hostages for the fidelity of their master. Nothing
memorable happened in his progress, until he arrived
on the confines of Tlascala. The inhabitants of that
province, a warlike people, were implacable enemies
of the Mexicans, and had been united in an ancient
alliance with the caziques of Zempoalla. Though
less civilized than the subjects of Montezuma, they
were advanced in improvement far beyond the rude

¢ B. Diaz,c. 41,42. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 8, 4.
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nations of America, whose manners we have described.
They had made considerable progress in agriculture;
they dwelt in large towns; they were not strangers
to some species of commerce ; and in the imperfect
accounts of their institutions and laws, transmitted to
us by the early Spanish writers, we discern traces
both of distributive justice and of criminal jurisdietion,
in their interior police. But still, as the degree of
their civilization was incomplete, and as they de-
pended for subsistence not on agriculture alone, but
trusted for it in a great measure to hunting, they re-
tained many of the qualities natural to men in this
state. Like them they were fierce and revengeful ;
like them, too, they were high-spirited and inde-
pendent. In consequence of the former, they were
involved in perpetual hostilities, and had but a slender
and occasional intercourse with neighbouring states.
The latter inspired them with such detestation of
servitude, that they not only refused to stoop to a
foreign yoke, and maintained an obstinate and suc-
cessful contest in defence of their liberty against the
superior power of the Mexican empire, but they
guarded, with equal solicitude, against domestic ty-
ranny; and, disdaining to acknowledge any master,
they lived under the mild and limited jurisdiction of
a council elected by their several tribes.

Cortes, though he had received information con-
cerning the martial character of this people, flattered
himself that his professions of delivering the oppressed
from the tyranny of Montezuma, their inveterate en-
mity to the Mexicans, and the example of their ancient
allies the Zempoallans, might induce the Tlascalans
to grant him a friendly reception. In orderto dis-
pose them to this, four Zempoallans of great emi-
nence were sent ambassadors, to request, in his name,
and in that of their cazique, that they would permit
the Spaniards to pass through the territories of the

D 2
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republic in their way to Mexico. But, instead of the
favourable answer which was expected, the Tlascalans
seized the ambassadors, and, without any regard to
their public character, made preparations for sacri-
ficing them to their gods. At the same time they
assembled their troops, in order to oppose those un-
known invaders, if they should attempt to make their
passage good by force of arms. Various motives
concurred in precipitating the Tlascalans into this
resolution. A fierce people, shut up within its own
narrow precincts, and little accustomed to any in-
tercourse with foreigners, is apt to consider every
stranger as an enemy, and is easily excited to arms.
They concluded, from Cortes’s proposal of visiting
Montezuma in his capital, that, notwithstanding all
his professions, he courted the friendship of a monarch
whom they both hated and feared. The imprudent
zeal of Cortes, in violating the temples in Zempoalla,
filled the Tlascalans with horror; and, as they were
no less attached to their superstition than the other
nations of New Spain, they were impatient to avenge
their 1nJured gods, and to acquire the merit of offer-

ing up to them as victims those impious men who had

dared to profane their altars; they contemned the
small number of the Spaniards, as they had not yet
measured their own strength with that of those new
enemies, and had no idea of the superiority which
they derived from their arms and discipline.

Cortes, after waiting some days, in vain, for the
return of his ambassadors, advanced into the Tlas-
calan territories. As the resolutions of people who
delight in war are executed with no less promptitude
than they are formed, he found troops in the field
ready to oppose him. They attacked him with great
intrepidity, and, in the first encounter, wounded some
of the Spaniards, and killed two horses; a loss, in
their situation, of great moment, because it was irre-
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parable. From this specimen of their courage, Cortes BOOK
saw the necess1ty of proceeding with caution. His AL
army marched in close order ; he chose the stations
where he halted with attention, and fortified every
¢amp with extraordinary care. During fourteen days
he was exposed to almost uninterrupted assaults, the
Tlascalans advancing with numerous armies, and re-
newing the attack in various forms, with a degree of
valour and perseverance to which the Spaniards had
seen nothing parallel in the New World. The
Spanish historians describe those successive battles
with great pomp, and enter into a minute detail of
particulars, mingling many exaggerated and incredible
circumstances’, with such as are real and marvellous.
But no power of words can render the recital of a
combat interesting, where there is no equality of
danger ; and when the narrative closes with an ac-
count of thousands slain on the one side, while not a
single person falls on the other, the most laboured
descriptions of the previous disposition of the troops,
or of the various vicissitudes in the engagement, com-
mand no attention.

There are some circumstances, however, in this some sin.
war, which are memorable, and merit notice, as they f::::;;u
throw light upon the character both of the people of init.
New Spain, and of their conquerors. Though the
Tlascalans brought into the field such numerous
armies as appear sufficient to have overwhelmed the
Spaniards, they were never able to make any impres-
sion upon their small battalion. ~Singular as this may
seem, it is not inexplicable. The Tlascalans, though
addicted to war, were, like all unpolished nations,
strangers to military order and discipline, and lost in
a great measure the advantage which they might have
derived from their numbers, and the impetuosity of
their attack, by their constant solicitude to carry off

f See Note IX.
D 3
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BOOK the dead and wounded. This point of honour,
* __ founded on a sentiment of tenderness natural to the

1519.

human mind, and strengthened by anxiety to pre-
serve the bodies of their countrymen from being de-
voured by their enemies, was universal among the
people of New Spain. Attention to this pious office
occupied them even during the heat of combat?,
broke their union, and diminished the force of the
impression which they might have made by a joint
effort.

Not only was their superiority in number of little
avail, but the imperfection of their military weapons
rendered their valour in a great measure inoffensive.
After three battles, and many skirmishes and assaults,
not one Spaniard was killed in the field. Arrows and
spears, headed with flint or the bones of fishes, stakes
hardened in the fire, and wooden swords, though de-
structive weapons among naked Indians, were easily
turned aside by the Spanish bucklers, and could
hardly penetrate the escaupiles, or quilted jackets,
which the soldiers wore. ~The Tlascalans advanced
boldly to the charge, and often fought hand to hand.
Many of the Spaniards were wounded, though all
slightly, which cannot be imputed to any want of
courage or strength in their enemies, but to the de-
fect of the arms with which they assailed them.

Notwithstanding the fury with which the Tlas-
calans attacked the Spaniards, they seem to have
conducted their hostilities with some degree of bar-
barous generosity. They gave the Spaniards warning
of their hostile intentions; and as they knew that
their invaders wanted provisions, and inagined, per-
haps, like the other Americans, that they had left
their own country because it did not afford them sub-
sistence, they sent to their camp a large supply of
poultry and maize, desiring them to eat plentifully,

* B. Diaz, c. 65.
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because they scorned to attack an enemy enfeebled by BOOK

hunger, and it would be an affront to their gods to
offer them famished victims, as well as disagreeable to
themselves to feed on such emaciated prey."

When they were taught by the first encounter with
their new enemies, that it was not easy to execute
this threat ; when they perceived, in the subsequent
engagements, that, notwithstanding all the efforts of
their own valour, of which they had a very high opi-
nion, not one of the Spaniards was slain or taken,
they began to conceive them to be a superior order of
beings, against whom human power could not avail.
In this extremity, they had recourse to their priests,
requiring them to reveal the mysterious causes of
such extraordinary events, and to declare what new
means they should employ in order to repulse those
formidable invaders. The priests, after many sacrifices
and incantations, delivered this response : That these
strangers were the offspring of the sun, procreated by
his animating energy in the regions of the east ; that,
by day, while cherished with the influence of his pa-
rental beams, they were invincible ; but by night, when
his reviving heat was withdrawn, their vigour declined,
and faded like the herbs in the field, and they
dwindled down into mortal men.! Theories less
plausible have gained credit with more enlightened
nations, and have influenced their conduct. In con-
sequence of this, the Tlascalans, with the implicit
confidence of men who fancy themselves to be under
the guidance of heaven, acted in contradiction to one
of their most established maxims in war, and ven-
tured to attack the enemy, with a strong body, in the
night-time, in hopes of destroying them when en-
feebled and surprised. But Cortes had greater vigi-
lance and discernment than to be deceived by the

b Herrera, dec. ii. lib, vi. c. 6. Gomara, Chron. c.‘47.

i B. Diaz, ¢. 66.
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rude stratagems of an Indian army. The sentinels
at his out-posts, observing some extraordinary move-
ment among the Tlascalans, gave the alarm. In a
moment the troops were under arms, and, sallying
out, dispersed the party with great slaughter, without
allowing it to approach the camp. The Tlascalans,
convinced by sad experience that their priests had
deluded them, and satisfied that they attempted in
vain, either to deceive or to vanquish their enemies,
their fierceness abated, and they began to incline
seriously to peace.

They were at a loss, however, in what manner to
address the strangers, what idea to form of their cha-
racter, and whether to consider them as beings of a
gentle or of a malevolent nature. There were cir-
cumstances in their conduct which seemed to favour
each opinion. On the one hand, as the Spaniards
constantly dismissed the prisoners whom they took,
not only without injury, but often with presents of

- European toys, and renewed their offers of peace

after every victory ; this lenity amazed people, who,
according to the exterminating system of war known
in America, were accustomed to sacrifice and devour
without mercy all the captives taken in battle, and
disposed them to entertain favourable sentiments of
the humanity of their new enemies. But, on the
other hand, as Cortes had seized fifty of their coun-
trymen who brought provisions to his camp, and, sup-
posing them to be spies, had cut off their hands*;
this bloody spectacle, added to the terror occasioned
by the fire-arms and horses, filled them with dreadful
impressions of the ferocity of their invaders.! This
uncertainty was apparent in their mode of addressing
the Spaniards. ¢ If,” said they, ¢ you are divinities
of a cruel and savage nature, we present to you five

& Cortes, Relaz. Ramus, iii. 228. C. Gomara, Chron. c. 48.
! See Note X.
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slaves, that you may drink their blood and eat their
flesh. If you are mild deities, accept an offering of
incense and variegated plumes. If you are men, here
is meat, and bread, and fruit to nourish you.”™ The
peace which both parties now desired with equal
ardour, was soon concluded. The Tlascalans yielded
themselves as vassals to the crown of Castile, and
engaged to assist Cortes in all his future operations.
He took the republic under his protection, and pro-
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mised to defend their persons and possessions from

-injury or violence. . ,
This treaty was concluded at a seasonable juncture
for the Spaniards. The fatigue of service among a
small body of men, surrounded by such a multitude
of enemies was incredible. Half the army was on
duty every night, and even they whose turn it was to
rest, slept always upon their arms, that they might be
ready to run to their posts on a moment’s warning.
Many of them were wounded, a good number, and
among these Cortes himself, laboured under the dis-
tempers prevalent in hot climates, and several had died
since they set out from Vera Cruz. Notwithstanding
the supplies which they received from the Tlascalans,
they were often in want of provisions, and so destitute
of the necessaries most requisite in dangerous service,
that they had no salve to dress their wounds, but what
was composed with the fat of the Indians, whom they
had slain.” Worn out with such intolerable toil and
hardships, many of the soldiers began to murmur, and,
when they reflected on the multitude and boldness of
their enemies, more were ready to despair. It required
the utmost exertion of Cortes’s authority and address
to check this spirit of despondency in its progress, and
to reanimate his followers with their wonted sense of
their own superiority over the enemies with whom

™ B. Diaz,c. 70. Gomara, Chron. c. 47. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vi. c. 7.
» * B. Diaz, c. 62. 65. .
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they had to contend.” The submission of the Tlas-
calans, and their own triumphant entry into the capital
city, where they were received with the reverence paid
to beings of a superior order, banished, at once, from
the minds of the Spaniards, all memory of past suffer-
ings, dispelled every anxious thought with respect to
their future operations, and fully satisfied them that
there was not now any power in America able to with-
stand their arms.?

Cortes remained twenty days in Tlascala, in order
to allow his troops a short interval of repose after such .
hard service. During that time he was employed in
transactions and enquiries of great moment with respect
to his future schemes. In his daily conferences with
the Tlascalan chiefs, he received information con-
cerning every particular relative to the state of the
Mexican empire, or to the qualities of its sovereign,
which could be of use in regulating his conduct,
whether he should be obliged to act as a friend or as
an enemy. As he found that the antipathy of his new
allies to the Mexican nation was no less implacable
than had been represented, and perceived what benefit
he might derive from the aid of such powerful con-
federates, he employed all his powers of insinuation in
order to gain their confidence. Nor was any extra-
ordinary exertion of these necessary. The Tlascalans,
with the levity of mind natural to unpolished men,
were, of their own accord, disposed to run from the
extreme of hatred to that of fondness. Every thing
in the appearance and conduct of their guests, was to
them matter of wonder.® They gazed with admiration
at whatever the Spaniards did, and, fancying them to
be of heavenly origin, were eager not only to comply
with their demands, but to anticipate their wishes.

° Cortes, Relaz. Ramus, iii. 229. B. Diaz, ¢. 69. Gomara, Chron. c. 51,
P Cortes, Relaz. Ramus, iii. 230, B. Diaz, c. 72.
9 See Note XI.
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They offered, accordingly, to accompany Cortes in his
march to Mexico, with all the forces of the republic,
under the command of their most experienced captains.

But, after bestowing so much pains on cementing
this union, all the beneficial fruits of it were on the
point of being lost, by a new effusion of that intem-
perate religious zeal with which Cortes was animated,
no less than the other adventurers of the age. They
all considered themselves as instruments employed by
heaven to propagate the Christian faith, and the less
they were qualified, either by their knowledge or
morals, for such a function, they were more eager to
discharge it. The profound veneration of the Tlas-
calans for the Spaniards, having encouraged Cortes to
explain to some of their chiefs the doctrines of the
Christian religion, and to insist that they should aban-
don their own superstitions, and embrace the faith of
their new friends, they, according to an idea universal
among barbarous nations, readily acknowledged the
truth and excellence of what he taught ; but contended,
that the Zeules of Tlascala were divinities no less than
the God in whom the Spaniards believed ; and as that
being was entitled to the homage of Europeans, so
they were bound to revere the same powers which their
ancestors had worshipped. Cortes continued, never-
theless, to urge his demand in a tone of authority,
mingling threats with his arguments, until the Tlas-
calans could bear it no longer, and conjured him never
to mention this again, lest the gods should avenge on
their heads the guilt of having listened to such a pro-
position. Cortes, astonished and enraged at their
obstinacy, prepared to execute by force, what he could
not accomplish by persuasion, and was going to over-
turn their altars and cast down their idols with the
same violent hand as at Zempoalla, if father Bartho-
lomew de Olmedo, chaplain to the expedition, had not
checked his inconsiderate impetuosity. He repre-
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sented the imprudence of such an attempt in a large
city newly reconciled, and filled with people no less
superstitious than warlike ; he declared, that the pro-
ceeding at Zempoalla had always appeared to him
precipitate and unjhst ; that religion was not to be
propagated by the sword, or infidels to be converted
by violence ; that other weapons were to be employed
in this ministry ; patient instruction must enlighten
the understanding, and pious example captivate the

~ heart; before men could be induced to abandon error,

Advances
to Cholula.

October18.

and embrace the truth.” Amidst scenes, where a
narrow-minded bigotry appears in such close union
with oppression and cruelty, sentiments so liberal and
humane soothe the mind with unexpected pleasure ;
and at a time when the rights of conscience were little
understood in the Christian world, and the idea of
toleration unknown, one is astonished to find a Spanish
monk of the sixteenth century among the first advo-
cates against persecution, and in behalf of religious
liberty. The remonstrances of an ecclesiastic, no less
respectable for wisdom than virtue, had their proper
weight with Cortes. He left the Tlascalans in the
undisturbed exercise of their own rites, requiring only
that they should desist from their horrid practice of
offering human victims in sacrifice.

Cortes, as soon as his troops were fit for service,
resolved to continue his march towards Mexico, not-
withstanding the earnest dissuasives of the Tlascalans,
who represented his destruction as unavoidable, if he
put himself in the power of a prince so faithless and
cruel as Montezuma. As he was accompanied by
six thousand Tlascalans, he had now the command of
forces which resembled a regular army. They di-
rected their course towards Cholula; Montezuma,
who had at length consented to admit the Spaniards

into his presence, having informed Cortes, that he had

* B. Diaz, ¢. 77. p. 54. c. 83. p. 61.
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given orders for his friendly reception there. Cholula
was a considerable town, and, though only five leagues
distant from Tlascala, was formerly an independent
state, but had been lately subjected to the Mexican
empire. This was considered by all the people of
New Spain as a holy place, the sanctuary and chief
seat of their gods, to which pilgrims- resorted from
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every province, and a greater number of human victims .

were offered in its principal temple than even in that
of Mexico.® Montezuma seems to have invited the
Spaniards thither, either from some superstitious hope
that the gods would not suffer this sacred mansion
to be defiled, without pouring down their wrath upon
those impious strangers, who ventured to insult their
power in the place of its peculiar residence ; or from
a belief that he himself might there attempt to cut
them off with more certain success, under the imme-
diate protection of his divinities.

Cortes had been warned by the Tlascalans, before
he set out on his march, to keep a watchful eye over
the Cholulans. He himself, though received into the
town with much seeming respect and cordiality, ob-
served several circumstances in their conduct which
excited suspicion. Two of the Tlascalans, who were
encamped at some distance from the town, as the
Cholulans refused to admit their ancient enemies
within its precincts, having found means to enter in
disguise, acquainted Cortes, that they observed the
women and children of the principal citizens retiring
. in great hurry every night ; and that six children had
been sacrificed in the chief temple, a rite which indi-
cated the execution of some warlike enterprise to be
approaching. At the same time, Marina the inter-
preter received information from an Indian woman of
distinction, whose confidence she had gained, that the

* Torquemada, Monar. Ind. i. 281, 282. ii. 291. Gomara, Chron. c, 61.
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vii. ¢. 2.
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destruction of her friends was concerted ; that a body
of Mexican troops lay concealed near the town ; that
some of the streets were barricaded, and in others pits
or deep trenches were dug, and slightly covered over,
as traps into which the horses might fall ; that stones
or missive weapons were collected on the tops of the
temples, with which to overwhelm the infantry ; that
the fatal hour was now at hand, and their ruin un-
avoidable. Cortes, alarmed at this concurring evi-
dence, secretly arrested three of the chief priests, and
extorted from them a confession, that confirmed the
intelligence which he had received. As not a moment
was to be lost, he instantly resolved to prevent his
enemies, and to inflict on them such dreadful vengeance
as might strike Montezuma and his subjects with
terror. For this purpose, the Spaniards and Zem-
poallans were drawn up in a large court, which had
been allotted for their quarters near the centre of the
town ; the Tlascalans had orders to advance; the
magistrates, and several of the chief citizens were sent
for, under various pretexts, and seized. On a signal
given, the troops rushed out, and fell upon the mul-
titude, destitute of leaders, and so much astonished,
that the weapons dropping from their hands, they stood
motionless, and incapable of defence. While the
Spaniards pressed them in front, the Tlascalans at-
tacked them in the rear. The streets were filled with
bloodshed and death. The temples, which afforded a
retreat to the priests and some of the leading men,
were set on fire, and they perished in the flames.
This scene of horror continued two days; during
which, the wretched inhabitants suffered all that the
destructive rage of the Spaniards or the implacable
revenge of their Indian allies could inflict. At length
the carnage ceased, after the slaughter of six thousand
Cholulans, without the loss of a single Spaniard.
Cortes then released the magistrates, and, reproaching
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them bitterly for their intended treachery, declared,
that as justice was now appeased, he forgave the offence,
but required them to recall the citizens who had fled,
and re-establish order in the town. Such was the
ascendant which the Spaniards had acquired over this
superstitious race of men, and so deeply were they im-
pressed with an opinion of their superior discernment,
as well as power, that, in obedience to this command,
the city was in a few days filled again with people,
who, amidst the ruins of their sacred buildings, yielded
respectful service to men whose hands were stained
with the blood of their relations and fellow-citizens.*
From Cholula, Cortes advanced directly towards
Mexico, which was only twenty leagues distant. In
every place through which he passed, he was received
as a person possessed of sufficient power to deliver the
empire from the oppression under which it groaned ;
and the caziques or governors communicated to him
all the grievances which they felt under the tyrannical
government of Montezuma, with that unreserved
confidence which men naturally repose in superior
beings. When Cortes first observed the seeds of
discontent in the remote provinces of the empire,
hope dawned upon his mind; but when he now
discovered such symptoms of alienation from their
monarch near the seat of government, he concluded
that the vital parts of the constitution were affected,
and conceived the most sanguine expectations of
overturning a state, whose natural strength was thus
divided and impaired. While those reflections en-
couraged the general to persist in his arduous under-
taking, the soldiers were no less animated by observ-
ations more obvious to their capacity. In descending
from the mountains of Chalco, across which the road
lay, the vast plain of Mexico opened gradually to their

t Cortes, Relaz. Ramus. iii, 231. B. Diaz, c. 83. Gomara, Chron. c. 64.
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vii. c. 1, 2. See Note XII.

47

BOOK
V.

1519,

October 29.
Advances
towards
Mexico.



48

BOOK
V.

1519,
First view
of it.

The irrero-
lution of
Montezu-
ma.

THE HISTORY

view. When they first beheld this prospect, one of
the most striking and beautiful on the face of the
earth ; when they observed fertile and cultivated
fields, stretching farther than the eye could reach;
when they saw a lake resembling the sea in extent,
encompassed with large towns, and discovered the
capital city rising upon an island in the middle,
adorned with its temples and turrets; the scene so
far exceeded their imagination, that some believed the
fanciful descriptions of romance were realized, and
that its enchanted palaces and gilded domes were pre-
sented to their sight; others could hardly persuade
themselves that this wonderful spectacle was any
thing more than a dream." As they advanced, their
doubts were removed, but their amazement increased.
They were now fully satisfied that the country was rich
beyond any conception which they had formed of it,
and flattered themselves that at length they should
obtain an ample recompense for all their services and
sufferings.

Hitherto they had met with no enemy to oppose
their progress, though several circumstances occurred
which led them to suspect that some design was formed
to surprise and cut them off. Many messengers

‘arrived successively from Montezuma, permitting

them one day to advance, requiring them on the next
to retire, as his hopes or fears alternately prevailed ;
and so wonderful was this infatuation, which seems to
be unaccountable on any supposition but that of a
superstitious dread of the Spaniards, as beings of
a superior nature, that Cortes was almost at the gates
of the capital, before the monarch had determined
whether to receive him as a friend, or to oppose him
as an enemy. But, as no sign of open hostility ap-
peared, the Spaniards, without regarding the fluctu-
ations of Montezuma’s sentiments, continued their
* See Note XIIL
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march along the causeway which led to Mexico
through the lake, with great c1rcumspect10n and the
strictest discipline, though without seeming to suspect
the prince whom they were about to visit.

When they drew near the city, about a thousand
persons, whoappeared to be of distinction, came forth to
meet them, adorned with plumes, and clad in mantles
of fine cotton. Each of these, in his order, passed
- by Cortes, and saluted him according to the mode
deemed ‘'most respectful and submissive in their
country. They announced the approach of Mon-
tezuma himself, and soon after his harbingers came
in sight. There appeared first two hundred persons
in an uniform dress, with large plumes of feathers,
alike in fashion, marching two and two, in deep silence,
barefooted, with their eyes fixed on the ground. These
were followed by a company of higher rank, in their
most showy apparel, in the midst of whom was Mon-
tezuma, in a chair or litter richly ornamented with
gold, and feathers of various colours. Four of his
principal favourites carried him on their shoulders,
others supported a canopy of curious workmanship
over his head. Before him marched three officers
with rods of gold in their hands, which they lifted up
on high at certain intervals, and, at that signal, all
the people bowed their heads, and hid their faces, as
unworthy to look on so great a monarch. When he
drew near, Cortes dismounted, advancing towards
him with officious haste, and in a respectful posture.
At the same time Montezuma alighted from his chair,
and, leaning on the arms of two of his near relations,
approached with a slow and stately pace, his attend-
ants covering the street with cotton cloths, that he
might not touch the ground. Cortes accosted him

with profound reverence, after the European fashion.’

He returned the salutation, according to the mode of
his country, by touching the earth with his hand, and
Am. voL. I E
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then kissing it. This ceremony, the customary ex-
pression of veneration from inferiors towards those
who were above them in rank, appeared such amazing
condescension in a proud monarch, who scarcely
deigned to consider the rest of mankind as of the
same species with himself, that all his subjects firmly
believed those persons, before whom he humbled
himself in this manner, to be something more than
human. Accordingly, as they marched through the
crowd, the Spaniards frequently, and with much satis-
faction, heard themselves denominated teules, or
divinities. Nothing material passed in this first in-
terview. Montezuma conducted Cortes to the quarters
which he had prepared for his reception, and imme-
diately took leave of him, with a politeness not un-
worthy of a court more refined. ¢ You are now,”
says he, < with your brothers in your own house ;
refresh yourselves after your fatigue, and be happy -
until I return.*”  The place allotted to the Spaniards
for their lodging was a house built by the father of
Mantezuma. It was surrounded by a stone wall,
with towers at proper distances, which served for de-
fence as well as for ornament, and its apartment and
courts were so large, as to accommodate both the
Spaniards and their Indian allies. The first care of
Cortes was to take precautions' for his security, by
planting the artillery so as to command the different
avenues which led to it, by appointing a large division
of his troops to be always on guard, and by posting
sentinels at proper stations, with injunctions to observe
the same vigilant discipline as if they were within
sight of an enemy’s camp.

In the evening, Montezuma returned to visit hls
guests with the same pomp as in their first interview,
and brought presents of such value, not only to Cortes

* Cortes, Relaz, Ram. iii. 2382—285. B. Diaz, c. 83—88. Gomara,
Chron. c. 64,65. Herrera, dec, .l ‘ib. vii. €. 8, 4, 5.
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proved the liberality of the monarch to be suitable to
the opulence of his kingdom. A long conference
ensued, in which Cortes learned what was the opinion
of Montezuma with respect to the Spaniards. It was
an established tradition, he told him, among the
Mexicans, that their ancestors came originally from a
remote region, and conquered the provinces now sub-
ject to his dominion; that after they were settled
there, the great captain who conducted this colony
returned to his own country, promising, that, at some
future period, his descendants should visit them,
assume the government, and reform their constitution
and laws ; that, from what he had heard and seen of
Cortes and his followers, he was convinced that they
were the very persons whose appearance the Mexican
traditions and prophecies taught them to expect;
that accordingly he had received them, not as stran-
gers, but as relations of the same blood and parentage,
and desired that they might consider themselves as
masters in his dominions, for both himself and his
subjects should be ready to comply with their will, and
even to prevent their wishes. Cortes made a reply
in his usual style, with respect to the dignity and
power of his sovereign, and his intention in sending
him into that country; artfully endeavouring so to
frame his discourse, that it might coincide as much as
poss1ble with the idea which Montezuma had formed
concermng the origin of the Spaniards. Next morn-
ing, Cortes and some of his principal attendants were
admitted to a public audience with the emperor.
The three subsequent days were employed in viewing
the city ; the appearance of which, so far superior in
the order of its buildings and the number of its
inhabitants to any place the Spaniards had beheld in
Anmerica, and yet so little resembling the structure
E 2
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of an European city, filled them with surprise and
admiration.

Mexico, or Tenuchtitlan, as it was anciently called
by the natives, is situated in a large plain, environed
by mountains of such height, that, though within
the torrid zone, the temperature of its climate is mild
and héalthful.  All the moisture which descends from
the high grounds is collected in several lakes, the two
largest of which, of about ninety miles in circuit,
communicate with each other. The waters of the
one are fresh, those of the other brackish. On the
banks of the latter, and on some small islands adjoin-
ing to them, the capital of Montezuma’s empire was
built. The access to the city was by artificial cause-
ways, or streets, formed of stones and earth, about
thirty feet in breadth. As the waters of the lake
during the rainy season overflowed the flat country,
these causeways were of considerable length. That of
Tacuba, on the west, extended a mile and a half;
that of Tepeaca’, on the north-west, three miles;
that of Cuoyacan, towards the south, six miles. On
the east there was no causeway, and the city could be
approached only by canoes.* In each of these cause-
ways were openings at proper intervals, through which
the waters flowed, and over these beams of timber
were laid, which being covered with earth, the cause-
way or street had every where an uniform appear-
ance. As the approaches to the city were singular,
its construction was remarkable. Not only the temples
of their gods, but the houses belonging to the mon-
arch, and to persons of distinction, were of . such

Y I am indebted to M. Clavigero for correcting an error of importance in
my description of Mexico. From the east, where Tezeuco was situated, there
was no causeway, as I have observed ; and yet, by some inattention on my
part, or on that of the printer, in all the former editions one of the causeways
was said to lead to Tezeuco. M. Clavigero’s measurement of the length of
these causeways differs somewhat from that which I have adopted from F.
Torribio.  Clavig. ii. p. 72.

® F. Torribio, MS.
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dimensions, that, in comparison with any other build-
ings which had been hitherto discovered in America,
they might be termed magnificent. The habitations

of the common people were mean, resembling the

huts of other Indians. But they were all placed in a
regular manner, on the banks of the canals which
passed through the city, in some of its districts, or on
the sides of the streets which intersected it in other
quarters. In several places were large openings or
squares, one of which, allotted for the great market,
is said to have been so spacious, that forty or fifty
thousand persons carried on traffic there. In this
city, the pride of the New World, and the noblest
monument of the industry and art of man, while un-
acquainted with the use of iron, and destitute of
aid from any domestic animal, the Spaniards, who are
most moderate in their computations, reckon that
there were, at least, sixty thousand inhabitants.®

But how much soever the novelty of those objects
might amuse or astonish the Spaniards, they felt the
utmost solicitude with respect to their own situation.
From a concurrence of circumstances, no less unex-
pected than favourable to their progress, they had
been allowed to penetrate into the heart of a power-
ful kingdom, and were now lodged in its capital,
without having once met with open opposition from
itsmonarch. The Tlascalans, however, had earnestly
dissuaded them from placing such confidence in
Montezuma as to enter a city of such peculiar situ-
ation as- Mexico, where that prince would have them
at mercy, shut up as it were in a snare, from which it
was impossible to escape. They assured them that
the Mexican priests had, in the name of the gods,
counselled their sovereign to admit the Spaniards into

* Cortes, Relaz. Ram. iii. 289. D. Relaz. della gran Cittd di Mexico, per
un Gentilhuomo del Cortese. Ram. ibid. 304, E.  Herrers, dec. ii. lib.
vii. c. 14., &c.
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BOOK the capital, that he might cut them off there, at one
V- blow, with perfect security.® They now perceived,
too plainly, that the apprehensions of their allies were
not destitute of foundation; that, by breaking the
_bridges placed at certain intervals on the causeways,
or by destroying part of .the causeways themselves,
their retreat would be rendered impracticable, and
they must remain cooped up in the centre of a hostile
city, surrounded by multitudes sufficient to overwhelm
them, and without a possibility of receiving aid from
their allies. Montezuma had, indeed, received them
with distinguished respect. But ought they to reckon
upon this as real, or to consider it as feigned? Even
if it were sincere, could they promise on its con-
tinuance? Their safety depended upon the will of a
monarch in whose attachment they had no reason to
confide ; and an order flowing from his caprice, or a
word uttered by him in passion, might decide irre-
vocably concerning their fate.
Solicitude These reflections, so obvious as to occur to the
and per- . . o o .
plexityof Meanest soldier, did not escape the vigilant sagacity
Cortes. of their general. Before he set out from Cholula,
Cortes had received advice from Villa Rica® that
Qualpopoca, one of the Mexican generals on the
frontiers, having assembled an army, in order to attack
some of the people whom the Spaniards had en-
couraged to throw off the Mexican yoke, Escalante
had marched out with part of the garrison to support
his allies ; that an engagement had ensued, in which,
though the Spaniards were victorious, Escalante, with
seven of his men, had been mortally wounded, his
horse killed, and one Spaniard had been surrounded
by the enemy, and taken alive ; that the head of this
unfortunate captive, after being carried in triumph to
different cities, in order to convince the people that

1519.

® B. Diaz, c. 85, 86. ¢ Ibid. c. 94.
¢ Cortes, Relaz, Ram., iii, 235. C.
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their invaders were not immortal, had been sent to
Mexico.® Cortes, though alarmed with this intel-
ligence, as an indication of Montezuma’s hostile in-
tentions, had continued his march. But as soon as
he entered Mexico, he became sensible that, from an

excess of confidence in the superior valour and dis-

cipline of his troops, as well as from the disadvantage
of having nothing to guide him, in an unknown
country, but the defective intelligence which he had
received from people with whom his mode of com-
munication was very imperfect, he had pushed for-
ward into a situation where it was difficult to continue,
and from which it was dangerous to retire. Dis-
grace, and perhaps ruin, was the certain consequence
of attempting the latter. The success of his enter-
prise depended upon supporting the high opinion
which the people of New Spain had formed with
respect to the irresistible power of his arms. Upon
the first symptom of timidity on his part, their vene-
ration would cease, and Montezuma, whom fear alone
restrained at present, would let loose upon him the
whole force of his empire. At the same time, he
knew that the countenance of his own sovereign was
to be obtained only by a series of victories, and that
nothing but the merit of extraordinary success could
screen his conduct from the censure of irregularity.
From all these considerations, it was necessary to
maintain his station, and to extricate himself out of
the difficulties in which one bold step had involved
him, by venturing upon another still bolder. The
situation was trying, but his mind was equal to it ;
and, after revolving the matter with deep attention,
he fixed upon a plan no less extraordinary than daring.
He determined to seize Montezuma in his palace,
and to carry him asa prisoner to the Spanish quarters.
From the superstitious veneration of the Mexicans for

¢ B. Diaz, c. 98, 94. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. viii.c. 1.
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the person of their monarch, as well as their implicit
submission to his will, he hoped, by having Monte-
zuma in his power, to acquire the supreme direction
of their affairs ; or, at least, with such a sacred pledge
in his hands, he made no doubt of being secure from
any effort of their violence.

This he immediately proposed to his officers. The
timid startled at a measure so audacious, and raised
objections. The more intelligent and resolute,
conscious that it was the only resource in which
there appeared any prospect of safety, warmly ap-
proved of it, and brought over their companions so-
cordially to the same opinion, that it was agreed in-
stantly to make the attempt. At his usual hour of
visiting Montezuma, Cortes went to the palace, ac-
companied by Alvarado, Sandoval, Lugo, Velasquez
de Leon, and Davila, five of his principal officers,
and as many trusty soldiers. Thirty chosen men
followed, not in regular order, but sauntering at
some distance, as if they had no object but curiosity;
small parties were posted at proper intervals, in all
the streets leading from the Spanish quarters to the
court; and the remainder of his troops, with the
Tlascalan allies, were under arms, ready to sally out
on the first alarm. Cortes and his attendants were
admitted without suspicion, the Mexicans retiring,
as usual, out of respect. He addressed the monarch
in a tone very different from that which he had em-
ployed in former conferences, reproaching him bit-
terly as the author of the violent assault made upon
the Spaniards by one of his officers, and demanded
public reparation for the loss which they had sustained
by the death of some of their companions, as well
as for the insult offered to the great prince whose
servants they were. Montezuma, confounded at this
unexpected accusation, and changing colour, either
from consciousness of guilt, or from feeling the in-
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dignity with which he was treated, asserted his own
innocence with great earnestness, and, as a proof of
it, gave orders instantly to bring Qualpopoca and his
accomplices prisoners to Mexico. Cortes replied,
with seeming complaisance, that a declaration so re-
spectable left no doubt remaining in his own mind,
but that something more was requisite to satisfy his
followers, who would never be convinced that Monte-
zuma did not harbour hostile intentions against them,
unless, as an evidence of his confidence and attach-
ment, he removed from his own palace, and took up
his residence in the Spanish quarters, where he should
be served and honoured as became a great menarch.
The first mention of so strange a proposal bereaved
Montezuma of speech, and almest of motion. At
length, indignation gave him utterance, and he
haughtily answered, ¢ That persons of his rank were
not accustomed voluntarily to give up themselves as
prisoners ; and were he mean enough to do so, his sub-
jects would not permit such an affront to be offered to
their sovereign.” Cortes, unwilling to employ force,
endeavoured alternately to soothe and to intimidate
him. The altercation became warm, and having
continued above three hours, Velasquez de Leon, an
impetuous and gallant young man, exclaimed with
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impatience, ¢ Why waste more time in vain? Let

us either seize him instantly, or stab him to the heart.”
The threatening voice and fierce gestures with which
these words were uttered, struck Montezuma. The
Spaniards, he was sensible, had now proceeded so far,
as left him no hope that they would recede. His
own danger was imminent, the necessity unavoidable.
He saw both, and, abandoning himself to his fate,
complied with their request.

His officers were called. He commumcated to
them his resolution. Though astonished and afflicted,
they presumed not to question the will of their
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master, but carried him in silent pomp, all bathed in
tears, to the Spanish quarters. When it was known
that the strangers were conveying away the emperor,
the people broke out into the wildest transports of
grief and rage, threatening the Spaniards with imme-
diate destruction, as the punishment justly due to
their impious audacity. DBut as soon as Montezuma
appeared with a seeming gaiety of countenance, and
waved his hand, the tumult was hushed ; and upon his
declaring it to be of his own choice that he went to
reside for some time among his new friends, the mul- -
titude, taught to revere every intimation of their
sovereign’s pleasure, quietly dispersed.*

Thuswas a powerful prince seized by a few strangers
in the midst of his capital, at noonday, and carried off
as a prisoner without opposition or bloodshed. His-
tory contains nothing parallel to this event, either
with respect to the temerity of the attempt, or the
success of the execution; and were not all the cir-
cumstances of this extraordinary transaction authen-
ticated by the most unquestionable evidence, they
would appear so wild and extravagant, as to go far
beyond the bounds of that probability which must be
preserved even in fictitious narrations.

Montezuma was received in the Spanish quarters
with all the ceremonious respect which Cortes had
promised. He was attended by his own domestics,
and served with his usual state. His principal officers
had free access to him, and he carried on every func-
tion of government as if he had been at perfect
liberty. The Spaniards, however, watched him with
the scrupulous vigilance which was natural in guard-
ing such an important prize®, endeavouring at the
same time to soothe and reconcile him to his situ-

t B. Diaz, c. 95. Gomara, Chron. c. 83. Cortes, Relaz, Ram. iii.
p- 285, 286. Herrera, dec. ii. lib, viii. ¢, 2, 3.
& See Note XIV.
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ation, by every external demonstration of regard
and attachment. But from captive princes the
hour of humiliation and suffering is never far dis-
tant.  Qualpopoca, his son, and five of the prin-
cipal officers who served under him, were brought
prisoners to the capital, in consequence of the orders
which Montezuma had issued. The emperor gave
them up to Cortes, that he might enquire into the
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nature of their crime, and determine their punish--

ment. They were formally tried by a Spanish court-
martial ; and, though they had acted no other part
than what became loyal subjects and brave men, in
obeying the orders of their lawful sovereign, and in
opposing the invaders of their country, they were
condemned to be burnt alive. The execution of such
atrocious deeds is seldom long suspended. The un-
happy victims were instantly led forth. The pile on
which they were laid was composed of the weapons
collected in the royal magazine for the public defence.
An innumerable multitude of Mexicans beheld, in
silent astonishment, the double insult offered to the
majesty of their empire, an officer of distinction com-
mitted to the flames by the authority of strangers,
for having done what he owed in duty to his natural
sovereign ; and the arms provided by the foresight of
their ancestors for avenging public wrongs, consumed
before their eyes.

But these were not the most shocking indignities
which the Mexicans had to bear. The Spaniards,
convinced that Qualpopoca would not have ventured
to attack Escalante without orders from his master,
were not satisfied with inflicting vengeance on the
instrument employed in committing that crime, while
the author of it escaped with impunity. Just before
Qualpopoca was led out to suffer, Cortes entered the
apartment of Montezuma, followed by some of his
officers, and a soldier carrying a pair of fetters; and,

)
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approaching the monarch with a stern countenance,
told him, that as the persons who were now to un-
dergo the punishment which they merited, had
charged him as the cause of the outrage committed,
it was necessary that he likewise should make atone-
ment for that guilt; then, turning away abruptly,
without waiting for a reply, commanded the soldier

~ to clap the fetters on his legs. The orders were in-

Reasons of
Cortes’
conduct.

stantly executed. The disconsolate monarch, trained
up with an idea that his person was sacred and in-
violable, and considering this profanation of it as the
prelude of immediate death, broke out into loud
lamentations and complaints. His attendants, speech-
less with horror, fell at his feet, bathing them with
their tears; and bearing up the fetters in their hands,
endeavoured, with officious tenderness, to lighten their
pressure. Nor did their grief and despondency abate,
until Cortes returned from the execution, and, with
a cheerful countenance, ordered the fetters to be
taken off. As Montezuma’s spirits had sunk with
unmanly dejection, they now rose into indecent joy ;
and, with an unbecoming transition, he passed at
once from the anguish of despair to transports of
gratitude and expressions of fondness towards his
deliverer.

In those transactions, as represented by the Spanish
historians, we search in vain for the qualities which
distinguish other parts of Cortes’ conduct. To usurp
a jurisdiction which could not belong to a stranger,
who assumed no higher character than that of an am-
bassador from a foreign prince, and, under colour of it,
to inflict a capital punishment on men whose conduct
entitled them to esteem, appears an act of barbarous
cruelty. To put the monarch of a great kingdom in
irons, and, after such an ignominious treatment, sud-
denly to release him, seems to be a display of power
no less inconsiderate than wanton. According to the
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the one action or the other, but that Cortes, intoxicated
with success, and presuming on the ascendant which
he had acquired over the minds of the Mexicans,
thought nothing too bold for him to undertake, or
too dangerous to execute. DBut, in one view, these
proceedings, however repugnant to justice and hu-
manity, may have flowed from that artful policy which
regulated every part of Cortes’ behaviour towards the
Mexicans. They had conceived the Spaniards to be
an order of beings superior to men. It was of the
utmost consequence to cherish this illusion, and to
keep up the veneration which it inspired. Cortes
wished that shedding the blood of a Spaniard should
be deemed the most heinous of all crimes; and nothing
appeared better calculated to establish this opinion,
than to condemn the first Mexicans who had ven-
tured to commit it to a cruel death, and to oblige
their monarch himself to submit to a mortifying
indignity, as an expiation for being accessory to a
deed so atrocious.”

The rigour with which Cortes punished the un-
happy persons who first presumed to lay violent hands
upon his followers, seems accordingly to have made
all the impression that he desired. The spirit of
Montezuma was not only overawed, but subdued.
During six months that Cortes remained in Mexico,
the monarch continued in the Spanish quarters, with
an appearance of as entire satisfaction and tranquillity,
as if he had resided there, not from constraint, but
through choice. His ministers and officers attended
him as usual. He took cognizance of all affairs;
every order was issued in his name. The external
aspect of government appearing the same, and all its
ancient forms being scrupulously observed, the people
were so little sensible of any change, that they

* See Note XV.
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obeyed the mandates of their monarch with the same
submissive reverence as ever. Such was the dread
which both Montezuma and his subjects had of the
Spaniards, or such the veneration in which they held
them, that no attempt was made to deliver their
sovereign from confinement ; and though Cortes, re-
lying on this ascendant which he had acquired over
their minds, permitted him not only to visit his tem-
ples, but to make hunting excursions beyend the lake,
a guard of a few Spaniards carried with it such a
terror as to intimidate the multitude, and secure the
captive monarch.’

Thus, by the fortunate temerity of Cortes in seizing
Montezuma, the Spaniards at once secured to them-
selves more extensive authority in the Mexican em-
pire than it was possible to have acquired in a long
course of time by open force; and they exercised
more absolute sway in the name of another than they
could have done in their own. The arts of polished
nations, in subjecting such as are less improved, have
been nearly the same in every period. The system
of screening a foreign usurpation, under the sanction
of authority derived from the natural rulers of a
country, the device of employing the magistrates and
forins already established as instruments to introduce
a new dominion, of which we are apt to boast as
sublime refinements in policy peculiar to the present
age, were inventions of a more early period, and had
been tried with success in the West, long before they
were practised in the East.

Cortes availed himself to the utmost of the powers
which he possessed by being able to act in the name
of Montezuma. He sent some Spaniards, whom he
judged best qualified for such commissions, into dif-
ferent parts of the empire, accompanied by persons of
distinction, whom Montezuma appointed to attend

! Cortes, Relaz. p. 236. E. B. Diaz, c. 97, 98, 99,
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them both as guides and protectors. They visited
most of the provinees, viewed their soil and pro-
ductions, surveyed with particular care the districts
which yielded gold or silver, pitched upon several
places as proper stations for future colonies, and en-
deavoured to prepare the minds of the people for sub-
mitting to the Spanish yoke. While they were thus
employed, Cortes, in the name and by the authority
of Montezuma, degraded some of the principal officers
in the empire, whose abilities or independent spirit
excited his jealousy, and substituted in their place
persons less capable or more obsequious.

One thing still was wanting to complete his security.
He wished to have such command of the lake as might
ensure a retreat, if, either from levity or disgust, the
Mexicans should take arms against him, and break
down the bridges or causeways. This, too, his own
address, and the facility of Montezuma, enabled him
to accomplish. Having frequently entertained his
prisoner with pompous accounts of the European
marine and art of navigation, he awakened his curiosity
to see those moving palaces which made their way
through the water without oars. Under pretext of
gratifying this desire, Cortes persuaded Montezuma
to appoint some of his subjects to fetch part of the
naval stores which the Spaniards had deposited at
Vera Cruz to Mexico, and to employ others in cutting
down and preparing timber. With their assistance,
the Spanish carpenters soon completed two brigan-
tines, which afforded a frivolous amusement to the
monarch, and were considered by Cortes as a certain
resource, if he should be obliged to retire.

Encouraged by so many instances of the monarch’s
tame submission to his will, Cortes ventured to put
it to a proof still more trying. He urged Mon-
tezuma to acknowledge himself a vassal of the King
of Castile, to hold his crown of him as superior, and
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to subject his dominions to the payment of an annual
tribute. 'With this requisition, the last and mest
humbling that can be made to one possessed of so-
vereign authority, Montezuma was so obsequious as
to comply. He called together the chief men of his
empire, and, in a solemn harangue, reminding them
of the traditions and prophecies which led them to
expect the arrival of a people sprung from the same
stock with themselves, in order to take possession of
the supreme power, he declared his belief that the
Spaniards were this promised race ; that, therefore,
he recognized the right of their monarch to govern
the Mexican empire ; that he would lay his crown
at his feet, and obey him as a tributary. While
uttering these words, Montezuma discovered how
deeply he was affected in making such a sacrifice.
Tears and groans frequently interrupted his discourse.
Overawed and broken as his spirit was, it still re-
tained such a sense of dignity, as to feel that pang
which pierces the heart of princes when constrained
to resign independent power. The first mention of
such a resolution struck the assembly dumb with
astonishment. This was followed by a sudden murmur
of sorrow, mingled with indignation, which indicated
some violent irruption of rage to be near at hand.
This Cortes foresaw, and seasonably interposed to
prevent it, by declaring that his master had no inten-
tion to deprive Montezuma of the royal dignity, or to
make any innovation upon the constitution and laws
of the Mexican empire. This assurance added to
their dread of the Spanish power, and to the authority
of their monarch’s example, extorted a reluctant con-
sent from the assembly.* The act of submission and
homage was executed with all the formalities which
the Spaniards were pleased to prescribe.'

k See Note XVI.
! Cortes, Relaz. £38. D. B, Diaz, ¢, 10l. Gomara, Chron. c. 92
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. x, c. 4. :
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Montezuma, at the desire of Cortes, accompanied
this profession of fealty and homage with a mag-
nificent present to his new sovereign; and, after his
example, his subjects brought in very liberal contri-
butions. The Spaniards now collected all the trea-
sure which had been either voluntarily bestowed upon
them at different times by Montezuma, or had been
extorted from his people under various pretexts; and
having melted the gold and silver, the value of these,
without including jewels and ornaments of various
kinds, which were preserved on account of their curious
workmanship, amounted to six hundred thousand pesos.
The soldiers were impatient to have it divided, and
Cortes complied with their desire. A fifth of the whole
was first set apart as the tax due to the king. Another
fifth was allotted to Cortes as commander in chief.
The sums advanced by Velasquez, by Cortes, and by
some of the officers, towards defraying the expence
of fitting out the armament, were then deducted. The
remainder was divided among the army, including the
garrison of Vera Cruz, in proportion to their different
ranks. After so many defalcations, the share of a
private man did not exceed a hundred pesos. This
sum fell so far below their sanguine expectations, that
some soldiers rejected it with scorn, and others mur-
mured so loudly at this cruel disappointment of their
hopes, that it required all the address of Cortes, and
no small exertion of his liberality, to appease them.
The complaints of the army were not altogether
destitute of foundation. As the crown had con-
tributed nothing towards the equipment or success of
the armament, it was not without regret that the sol-
diers beheld it sweep away so great a proportion of the
treasure purchased by their blood and toil. What
fell to the share of the general appeared, according to
the ideas of wealth in the sixteenth century, an enor-
mous sum. Some of Cortes’ favourites had secretly
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appropriated to their own use several ornaments of
gold, which neither paid the royal fifth, nor were
brought into account as part of the common stock.
It was, however, so manifestly the interest of Cortes
at this period to make a large remittance to the king,
that it is highly probable those concealments were not
of great consequence.

The total sum amassed by the Spaniards bears no
proportion to the ideas which might be formed, either
by reflecting on the descriptions given by historians
of the'ancient splendour of Mexico, or by considering
the productions of its mines in modern times. But,
among the ancient Mexicans, gold and silver were not
the standards by which the worth of other commo-
dities was estimated ; and destitute of the artificial
value derived from this circumstance, were no farther
in request than as they furnished materials for orna-
ments and trinkets. These were either consecrated to
the gods in their temples, or were worn as marks of
distinction by their princes and some of their most
eminent chiefs. As the consumption of the precious
metals was inconsiderable, the demand for them was
not such as to put either the ingenuity or industry of
the Mexicans on the stretch, in order to augment
their store. They were altogether unacquainted with
the art of working the rich mines with which their
country abounded. What gold they had was gathered
in the beds of rivers, native, and ripened into a pure
metallic state.™ The utmost effort of their labour in
search of it was to wash the earth carried down by
torrents from the mountains, and to pick out the grains
of gold which subsided ; and even this simple opera-
tion, according to the report of the persons whom
Cortes appointed to survey the provinces where there
was a prospect of finding mines, they performed very

@ Cortes, Relaz. p. 236. F. B. Diaz, c. 102, 103. Gomara, Chron.
c. 90.
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unskilfully." From all those causes, the whole mass
of gold in possession of the Mexicans was not great.
As silver is rarely found pure, and the Mexican art
was too rude to conduct the process for refining it
in a proper manner, the quantity of this metal was
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still less considerable.® Thus, though the Spaniards

had exerted a]l the power which they possessed in
Mexico, and often with indecent rapacity, in order to
gratify their predominant passion, and though Mon-
tezuma had fondly exhausted his treasures, in hopes
of satiating their thirst for gold, the product of both,
which probably included a great part of the bullion in
the empire, did not rise in value above what, has been
mentioned.”

But however pliant Montezuma might be in other
matters, with respect to one point he was inflexible.
Though Cortes often urged him, with the importunate
zeal of a missionary, to renounce his false gods, and
to embrace the Christian faith, he always rejected the
proposition with ‘horror. Superstition among the
Mexicans was formed into such a regular and com-
plete system, that its institutions naturally took fast
hold of the mind ; and while the rude tribes in other
parts of America were easily induced to relinquish a
few notions and rites, so loose and arbitrary as hardly
to merit the name of a public religion, the Mexicans
adbered tenaciously to their mode of worship, which,
however barbarous, was accompanied with such order
and solemnity as to render it an object of the highest
veneration. Cortes, finding all his attegxpts ineffectual
to shake the constancy of Montezuma, was so much
enraged at his obstinacy, that in a transport of zeal he

led out his soldiers ta throw down the idols in: the
grand temple by force. But the priests taking arms:
in defence of thejr altars, and the people crowding

© " B. Diﬂl, c. 103. ° Heﬂ-era , ch- ii. lib. ix. c. 4.
? See Note XVII, v
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with great ardour to support them, Cortes’ prudence
overruled his zeal, and induced him to desist from his
rash attempt, after dlslodgmg the idols from one of the
shrines, and placing in their stead an image of the
Virgin Mary.*

Schemesof  I'rom that moment the Mexicans, who had per-

the Mexi-
cans to
Aestroy the
Spaniards.

mitted the imprisonment of their sovereign, and suf-
fered the exactions of strangers without a struggle,
began to meditate how they might expel or destroy
the Spamards, and thought themselves called upon to

avenge their insulted deities. The priests and lead-

ing men held frequent consultations with Montezuma
for this purpose. But .as it might prove .fatal to the
captive monarch to attempt either the one or the other
by violence, he was willing to try more gentle means.
Having called Cortes into *his presence, he observed,
that now, as all the purposes of his embassy were fully

-accomplished, the gods had declared their will, and

the people signified their desire, that he and his fol-
lowers should instantly depart out of .the empire.
With this he required them to comply, or.unavoidable -
destruction would fall suddenly on their heads. 'The
tenour of this. unexpected requisition, as well as the
determined tone in which it was uttered, left Cortes
no room to doubt.that it was the result of some .deep
scheme concerted between Montezuma and his sub-
jects. ‘He quickly perceived that he might derive
more advantage from a seeming compliance with
the monarch’s inclination, than from an ill-timed at-
tempt to change or to oppose it.; and replied with
great composure, that:he had already begun to pre-
pare for returning to his own country ; but as he had
destroyed the vessels in which he arrived, some time.
was requisite for building other ships. This appeared
reasonable. A number of Mexicans were sent to Vera
Cruz to cut down timber, and some Spanish carpenters
¢ See Note XVIII,
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were appointed to superintend the work. Cortes flat- BOOK
tered himself that during this interval he might either
find means to avert the threatened danger, or re-
ceive such reinforcements as would enable him to
despise it.

Almost nine months were elapsed since Portocarrero Anxiety
and Montejo had sailed with his dispatches to Spain ; :?%‘:ﬂmf
and he daily expected their return with a confirmation
of his authority from the king. Without this, his
condition was insecure and precarious; and after all -
the great things which he had done, it might be his
doom to bear the name and suffer the punishment
of a traitor. Rapid and extensive as his progress had
been, he could not hope to complete the reduction of
a great empire with so small a body of men, which
by this time diseases of various kinds had considerably
thinned ; nor could he apply for recruits to the
Spanish settlements in the islands, until he received
the royal approbation of his proceedings.

While he remained in this cruel situation, anxious Thearrival
about what was past, uncertain with respect to the ofmeent,
future, and, by the late declaration of Montezuma,
oppressed with a new addition of cares, a Mexican
courier arrived with an account of some ships having
appeared on the coast. Cortes, with fond credulity,
imagining that his messengers were returned from
Spain, and that the completion of all his wishes and
hopes was at hand, imparted the glad tidings to his
companions, who received them with transports of
mutual gratulation. Their joy was not of long con-
tinuance. A courier from Sandoval, whom Cortes
had appointed to succeed Escalante in command at
Vera Cruz, bronght certain information that the arma-
ment was fitted out by Velasquez, governor of Cuba,
and, instead of bringing the aid which they expected,
threatened them with immediate destruction.

F3
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The motives which prompted Velasquez to this
violent measure are obvious. From the circumstances
of Cortes’ departure, it was impossible not to suspect
his intention of throwing off all dependence upon him.
His neglecting to transmit any account of his opera-

~ tions to Cuba, strengthened this suspicion, which was

at last confirmed beyond doubt, by the indiscretion of
the officers whom Cortes sent to Spain. They, from
some motive which is not clearly explained by the
contemporary historians, touched at the island of Cuba,
contrary to the peremptory orders of their general.”
By this means Velasquez not only learned that Cortes
and his followers, after formally renouncing all con-
nection with him, had established an independent
colony in New Spain, and were soliciting the king to
confirm their proceedings by his authority ; but he
obtained particular information concerning the opu-
lence of the country, the valuable presents which Cortes
had received, and the inviting prospects of success that
opened to his view. Every passion which can agitate
an ambitious mind ; shame, at having been so grossly
overreached ; indignation at being betrayed by the
man whom he had selected as the object of his favour
and confidence ; grief, for having wasted his fortune
to aggrandize an enemy; and despair of recovering
so fair an opportunity of establishing his fame and
extending his power, now raged in the bosom of Ve-
lasquez. All these, with united force, excited him to
make an extraordinary effort in order to be avenged
on the author of his wrongs, and to wrest from him
his usurped authority and conquests. Nor did he
want the appearance of a good title to justify such an
attempt. The agent whom he sent to Spain with an
account of Grijalva’s voyage, had met with a most
favourable reception ; and from the specimens which

* B. Diaz, c. 54, 55. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 14. Gomara, Chron.
¢ 96.
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he produced, such high expectations were formed
concerning the opulence of New Spain, that Velasquez
was ‘authorized to prosecute the discovery of the
country, and appointed governor of it during life,
with more extensive power and privileges than had
been granted to any adventurer from the time of
Columbus.* Elated by this distinguishing mark of
favour, and warranted to consider Cortes not only as
intruding upon his jurisdiction, but as disobedient to
the royal mandate, he determined to vindicate his own
rights, and the honour of his sovereign, by force of
arms." His ardour in carrying on his preparations
was such as might have been expected from the vio-
lence of the passions with which he was animated ;
and in a short time an armament was completed, con-
sisting of eighteen ships, which had on board fourscore
horsemen, eight hundred foot soldiers, of which eighty
were musketeers, and a hundred and twenty cross-
bowmen, together with a train of twelve pieces of
cannon. As Velasquez’s experience of the fatal con-
sequence of committing to another what he ought to
have executed himself, had not rendered him more
enterprising, he vested the command of this formidable
body, which, in the infancy of the Spanish power in
America, merits the appellation of an army, in Pam-
philo de Narvaez, with instructions to seize Cortes
and his principal officers, to send them prisoners to
him, and then to complete the discovery and conquest
of the country in his name.

After a prosperous voyage, Narvaez landed his
men, without opposition, near St. Juan de Ulua.
Three soldiers, whom Cortes had sent to search for
mines in that district, immediately joined him. By
this accident he not only received information con-
cerning the progress and situation of Cortes, but as
these soldiers had made some progress in the know-

* Herrera, dec, ii. lib. iii. c. 11. t See Note XIX.
F 4
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preters, by whose means he was enabled to hold some
intercourse with the people of the country. But, ac-
cording to the low cunning of deserters, they framed
their intelligence with more attention to what they
thought would be agreeable, than towhat they knew to
be true, and represented the situation of Cortes to be
so desperate, and the disaffection of his followers to be
so general, as increased the natural confidence and pre-
sumption of Narvaez. His first operation, however,
might have taught him not to rely on their partial ac-
counts. Having sent to summon the governor of
Vera Cruz to surrender, Guevara, a priest whom he

_employed in that service, made the requisition with

such insolence, that Sandoval, an officer of high spirit,
and zealously attached to Cortes, instead of comply-
ing with his demands, seized him and his attendants,
and sent them in chains to Mexico.

Cortes received them not like enemies, but as
friends, and, condemning the severity of Sandoval,
set them immediately at liberty. By this well-timed
clemency, seconded by caresses and presents, he gained
their confidence, and drew from them such particulars
concerning the force and intentions of Narvaez, as gave
him a view of the impending danger in its full extent.
He had not to contend now with half-naked Indians,
no match for him in war, and still more inferior in the
arts of policy, but to take the field against an army
in courage and martial discipline equal to his own, in
number far superior, acting under the sanction of
royal authority, and commanded by an officer of
known bravery. He was informed that Narvaez,
more solicitous to gratify the resentment of Velas-
quez than attentive to the honour or interest of his
country, had begun his intercourse with the natives,
by representing him and his followers as fugitives
and outlaws, guilty of rebellion against their own
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sovereign, and of injustice in invading the Mexican
empire ; and had declared that his chief object in
visiting the country was to punish the Spaniards who
had committed these crimes, and to rescue the Mexi-
cans from oppression. He soon perceived that the
same unfavourable representations of his character
and actions had been conveyed to Montezuma, and
and that Narvaez had found means to assure him,
that, as the conduct of those who kept him under
restraint was highly displeasing to the king his master,
he had it in charge not only to rescue an injured
monarch from confinement, but to reinstate him in
the possession of his ancient power and independence.
Animated with this prospect of being set free from
subjection to strangers, the Mexicans in several pro-
vinces began openly to revolt from Cortes, and to
regard Narvaez as a deliverer no less able than willing
to save them. Montezuma himself kept up a se-
cret intercourse with the new commander, and seemed
to court him as a person superior in power and dig-
nity to those Spaniards whom he had hitherto re-
vered as the first of men."

Such were the various aspects of danger and dif-
ficulty which presented themselves to the view of
Cortes. No situation can be conceived more trying
to the capacity and firmness of a general, or where
the choice of the plan which ought to be adopted was
more difficult. If he should wait the approach of
Narvaez in Mexico, destruction seemed to be un-
avoidable ; for, while the Spaniards pressed him from
without, the inhabitants, whose turbulent spirit he
could hardly restrain with all his authority and at-
tention, would eagerly lay hold on such a favourable
opportunity of avenging all their wrongs. If he
should abandon the capital, set the captive monarch
at liberty, and march out to meet the enemy, he must

" See Note XX.
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at once forego the fruits of all his toils and victories,
and relinquish advantages which could not be re-
covered without extraordinary efforts, and infinite
danger. If, instead of employing force, he should
have recourse to conciliating measures, and attempt
an accommodation with Narvaez, the natural haughti- .
ness of that officer, augmented by consciousness of
his present superiority, forbade him to cherish any
sanguine hope of success. After revolving every
scheme with deep attention, Cortes fixed upon that
which in execution was most hazardous, but, if suc-
cessful, would prove most beneficial to himself and to
his country ; and, with the decisive intrepidity suited
to desperate situations, determined to make one bold
effort for victory under every disadvantage, rather
than sacrifice his own conquests and the Spanish in-
terest in Mexico.

But though he foresaw that the contest must be
- terminated finally by arms, it would have been not

followers of pnly indecent, but criminal, to have marched against
Narvaes.

his countrymen, without attempting to adJust matters
by an amicable negotiation. In this service he em-
ployed Olmedo, his chaplain, to whose character the
function was well suited, and who possessed, besides,
such prudence and address as qualified him to carry
on the secret intrigues in which Cortes placed his
chief confidence. Narvaez rejected, with scorn, every
scheme of accommodation that Olmedo proposed, and
was with difficulty restrained from laying violent
hands on him and his attendants. He met, however,
with a more favourable reception among the followers
of Narvaez, to many of whom he delivered letters,
either from Cortes or his officers, their ancient friends
and companions. Cortes artfully accompanied these
with presents of rings, chains of gold, and other
trinkets of value, which inspired those needy adven-
turers with high ideas of the wealth that he had ac-
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quired, and with envy of their good fortune who were
engaged in his service. Some, from hopes of be-
coming sharers in those rich spoils, declared for an
immediate accommodation with Cortes. Others, from
public spirit, laboured to prevent a civil war, which,
whatever party should prevail, must shake, and per-
haps subvert, the Spanish power, in a country where
it was so imperfectly established. Narvaez disre-
garded both, and, by a public proclamation, de-
nounced Cortes and his adherents rebels and enemies
to their country. Cortes, it is probable, was not
much surprised at the untractable arrogance of Nar-
vaez ; and, after having given such a proof of his own
pacific disposition as might justify his recourse to
other means, he determined to advance towards an
enemy whom he had laboured in vain to appease.
He left a hundred and fifty men in the capital,

under the command of Pedro de Alvarado, an officer ;2

of distinguished courage, for whom the Mexicans
had conceived a singular degree of respect. To the
custody of this slender garrison he committed a great
city, with all the wealth he had amassed, and, what
was of still greater importance, the person of the im-
prisoned monarch. His utmost art was employed in
concealing from Montezuma the real eause of his
march. He laboured to persuade him that the
strangers who had lately arrived were his friends
and fellow-subjects ; and that, after a short interview
with them, they would depart together, and return
to their own country. The captive prince, unable to
comprehend the designs of the Spaniard, or to recon-
cile what he now heard with the declarations of Nar-
vaez, and afraid to discover any symptom of suspieion
or distrust of Cortes, promised to remain quietly in the
Spanish quarters, and to cultivate the same friendship
with Alvarado which he had uniformly maintained
with him. Cortes, with seeming confidence in this
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BOOK promise, but relying principally upon the injunctions
V- which he had given Alvarado to guard his prisoner
1520.  with the most scrupulous vigilance, set out from
Mexico.
g:m His strength, even after it was reinforced by the
junction of Sandoval and the garrison of Vera Cruz,
did not exceed two hundred and fifty men. As he
hoped for success chiefly from the rapidity of his mo-
tions, his troops were not encumbered either with
baggage or artillery. But as he dreaded extremely
the impression which the enemy might make with
- their cavalry, he had provided against this danger
with the foresight and sagacity which distinguish a
great commander. Having observed that the Indians
in the province of Chinantla used spears of extraor-
dinary length and force, he armed his soldiers with
these, and accustomed them to that deep and com-
pact arrangement which the use of this formidable
weapon, the best, perhaps, that ever was invented for
defence, enabled them to assume.
Contines With this small but firm battalion, Cortes ad-
tonegotiate vanced towards Zempoalla, of which Narvaez had
vanced.  taken possession. During his march, he made re-
peated attempts towards some accommodation with
his opponent. But Narvaez requiring that Cortes
and his followers should instantly recognise his title
to be governor of New Spain, in virtue of the powers
which he derived from Velasquez ; and Cortes re-
fusing to submit to any authority which was not
founded on a commission from the emperor himself,
under whose immediate protection he and his ad-
herents had placed their infant colony, all these at-
tempts proved fruitless. The intercourse, however,
which this occasioned between the two parties, proved
of no small advantage to Cortes, as it afforded him an
opportunity of gaining some of Narvaez’s officers by
liberal presents, of softening others by a semblance of
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wealth among his troops, most of his soldiers having
converted their share of the Mexican gold into chains,
bracelets, and other ornaments, which they displayed
with military ostentation. Narvaez and a little junto
of his creatures excepted, all the army leaned towards
an accommodation with their countrymen. This dis-
covery of their inclination irritated his violent temper
almost to madness. In a transport of rage, he set a
price upon the head of Cortes, and of his principal
officers; and, having learned that he was now ad-
vanced within a league of Zempoalla with his small
body of men, he considered this as an insult which
merited immediate chastisement, and marched out
with all his troops to offer him battle.

But Cortes was a leader of greater abilities and
experience than, on equal ground, to fight an enemy
so far superior in number, and so much better ap-
pointed. Having taken his station on the opposite
bank of the river de Canoas, where he knew that he
could not be attacked, he beheld the approach of the
enemy without concern, and disregarded this vain
bravade. It was then the beginning of the wet
season®, and the rain had poured down, during a
great part of the day, with the violence peculiar to
the torrid zone. The followers of Narvaez, unac-
customed to the hardships of military service, mur-
mured so much at being thus fruitlessly exposed,
that, from their unsoldier-like impatience, as well as
his own contempt of his adversary, their general per-
mitted them to retire to Zempoalla. The very cir-
cumstance which induced them to quit the field,
encouraged Cortes to form a scheme, by which he
hoped at once to terminate the war. He observed,
that his hardy veterans, though standing under the
torrents, which continued to fall, without a single

* Hakluyt, vol. iii. 467. De Laet, Descr. Ind. Occid. 221.

1520,

Attacks
Narvaez in
the night,



78

THE HISTORY

BOOK tent, or any shelter whatsoever to cover them, were so

1520,

far from repining at hardships which were become
familiar to them, that they were still fresh and alert
for service. He foresaw that the enemy would
naturally give themselves up to repose after their
fatigue, and that, judging of the conduct of others by
their own effeminacy, they would deem themselves
perfectly secure at a season so unfit for action. He
resolved, therefore, to fall upon them in the dead of
night, when the surprise and terror of this unexpected
attack might more than compensate the inferiority of
his numbers. His soldiers, sensible that no resource
remained but in some desperate effort of courage,
approved of the measure with such warmth, that
Cortes, in a military oration which he addressed to
them before they began their march, was more
solicitous to temper than to inflame their ardour.
He divided them into three parties. At the head of
the first he placed Sandoval ; intrusting this gallant
officer with the most dangerous and important service,
that of seizing the enemy’s artillery, which was planted
before the principal tower of the temple, where
Narvaez had fixed his head-quarters. Christoval de
Olid commanded the second, with orders to assault
the tower, and lay hold on the general. Cortes him-
self conducted the third and smallest division, which
was to act as a body of reserve, and to support the
other- two as there should be occasion. Having
passed the river de Canoas, which was much swelled
with the rains, not without difficulty, the water reach-
ing almost to their chins, they advanced in profound
silence, without beat of drum, or sound of any war-
like instrument; each man armed with his sword, his
dagger, and his Chinantlan spear. Narvaez, remiss
in proportion to his security, had posted only two
sentinels to watch the motions of an enemy whom he
had such good cause to dread. One of these was
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seized by the advanced guard of Cortes’ troops; the
other made his escape, and, hurrying to the town with
all the preeipitation of fear and zeal, gave such timely
notice of the enemy’s approach, that there was full
leisure to have prepared for their reception. But,
through the arrogance and infatuation of Narvaez,
this important interval was lost. He imputed this
alarm to the cowardice of the sentinel, and treated
with derision the idea of being attacked by forces so
unequal to his owrt. The shouts of Cortes’ soldiers,
rushing on to the assault, convinced him at last that
the danger which he despised was real. The rapidity
with which they advanced was such, that only one
cannon could be fired, before Sandoval’s party closed
with the enemy, drove them from their guns, and
began to force their way up the steps of the tower.
Narvaez, no less brave in action than presumptuous
in conduct, armed himself in haste, and by his voice
and example animated his men to the combat. Olid
advanced to sustain his companions; and Cortes him-
self rushing to the front, conducted and added new
vigour to the attack. The compact order in which
this small body pressed on, and the impenetrable front
which they presented with their long spears, bore
down all opposition before it. They had now reached
the gate, and were struggling to burst it open, when
a soldier having set fire to the reeds with which the
tower was covered, compelled Narvaez to sally out.
In the first encounter he was wounded in the eye
with a spear, and, falling to the ground, was dragged
down the steps, and, in a moment, clapped in fetters.
The cry of victory resounded among the troops of
Cortes. Those who had sallied out with their leader
now maintained the conflict feebly, and began to surren-
der. Among the remainder of his soldiers, stationed
in two smaller towers of the temple, terror and con-
fusion prevailed. The darkness was so great, that they
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could not distinguish between their friends and foes.
Their own artlllery was pointed against them.
Wherever they turned their eyes, they beheld lights
gleaming through the obscurity of night, which,

‘though proceeding only from a variety of shining in-

sects, that abound in moist and sultry climates, their
affrighted imaginations represented as numerous bands
of musqueteers advancing with kindled matches to
the attack. After a short resistance, the soldiers
compelled their officers to capifulate, and before
morning all laid down their arms, and submitted
quietly to their conquerors.

This complete victory proved more acceptable, as
it was gained almost without bloodshed, only two
soldiers being killed on the side of Cortes, and two
officers, with fifteen private men, of the adverse fac-
tion. Cortes treated the vanquished not like enemies,
but as countrymen and friends, and offered either to
send them back directly to Cuba, or to take them into
his service, as partners in his fortune, on equal terms
with his own soldiers. This latter proposition, se-
conded by a seasonable distribution of some presents
from Cortes, and liberal promises of more, opened
prospects so agreeable to the romantic expectations
which had invited them to engage in this service, that
all, a few partisans of Narvaez excepted, closed with
it, and vied with each other in professions of fidelity
and attachment to a general, whose recent success had
given them such a striking proof of his abilities for
command. Thus, by a series of events no less for-
tunate than uncommon, Cortes not only escaped from
perdition which seemed inevitable, but, when he had
least reason to expect it, was placed at the head of a
thousand Spaniards, ready to follow wherever he
should lead them. Whoever reflects upon the facility
with which this victory was obtained, or considers
with what sudden and unanimous transition the fol-
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of his rival, will be apt to ascribe both events as much - —
to the intrigues as to the arms of Cortes, and cannot %
but suspect that the ruin of Narvaez was occasioned
no less by the treachery of his own followers, than by
the valour of the enemy.’

But, in one point, the prudent conduct and good Tho Mexi.

fortune of Cortes were equally conspicuous. If, by srms

the rapidity of his operations after he began his march, {2 te

he had not brought matters to such a speedy issue,
even this decisive victory would have come too late to
have saved his companions whom he left in Mexico.
A few days after the discomfiture of Narvaez, a
courier arrived with an account that the Mexicans
had taken arms, and, having seized and destroyed the
two brigantines, which Cortes had built in order to
secure the command of the lake, and attacked the
Spaniards in their quarters, had killed several of them,
and wounded more, had reduced to ashes their ma-
gazine of provisions, and carried on hostilities with
such fury, that, though Alvarado and his men de-
fended themselves with undaunted resolution, they
must either be soon cut off by famine, or sink under
the multitude of their enemies. This revolt was ex-
cited by motives which rendered it still more alarming.
On the departure of Cortes for Zempoalla, the Mexi-
cans flattered themselves, that the long-expected
opportunity of restoring their sovereign to liberty,
and of vindicating their country from the odious do-
minion of strangers, was at length arrived; that while
the forces of their oppressors were divided, and the
arms of one party turned against the other, they
might triumph with greater facility over both. Con-
sultations were held, and schemes formed with this
intention. The Spaniards in Mexico, conscious of

Y Cortes, Relaz. 242. D. B. Diaz, c. 110—~125. Herrera, dec. ii.
lib, ix. c. 18., &c. Gomara, Chron. c. 97., &c.

Am. voL. 11 G



82

THE HISTORY

BOOK their own feebleness, suspected and dreaded those

1520,

Hemarches
back to the
capital.

machinations. Alvarado, though a gallant officer,
possessed neither that extent of capacity, nor dignity
of manners, by which Cortes had acquired such an
ascendant over the minds of the Mexicans, as never
allowed them to form a just estimate of his weakness
or of their own strength. Alvarado knew no mode
of supporting his authority but force. Instead of
employing address to disconcert the plans, or to soothe
the spirits of the Mexicans, he waited the return of
one of their solemn festivals, when the principal per-
sons in the empire were dancing, according to custom,
in the court of the great temple; he seized all the
avenues which led to it, and, allured partly by the rich
ornaments which they wore in honour of their gods,
and partly by the facility of cutting off at once the
authors of that conspiracy which he dreaded, he fell
upon them, unarmed and unsuspicious of any danger,
and massacred a great number, none escaping but
such as made their way over the battlements of the
temple. An action so cruel and treacherous filled
not only the city, but the whole empire with indig-
nation and rage. All called aloud for vengeance ;
and regardless of the safety of their monarch, whose
life was at the mercy of the Spaniards, or of their
own danger in assaulting an enemy who had been so
long the object of their terror, they committed all
those acts of violence of which Cortes received an
account.

To him the danger appeared so imminent, as to
admit neither of deliberation nor delay. He set
out instantly with all his forces, and returned from
Zempoalla with no less rapidity than he had advanced
thither. At Tlascala he was joined by two thousand
chosen warriors. On entering the Mexican territories,
he found that disaffection to the Spaniards was not
confined to the capital. The principal inhabitants
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had deserted the towns through which he passed; no
person of note appearing to meet him with the usual
respect ; no provision was made for the subsistence of
his troops ; and though he was permitted to advance
without opposition, the solitude and silence which
reigned in every place, and the horror with which the
people avoided all intercourse with him, discovered a
deep-rooted antipathy, that excited the most just
alarm. But implacable as the enmity of the Mexicans
was, they were so unacquainted with the science of
war, that they knew not how to take the proper mea-
sures, either for their own safety or the destruction
of the Spaniards. Uninstructed by their former
error in admitting a formidable enemy into their
capital, instead of breaking down the causeways and
bridges, by which they mlght have inclosed Alvarado
and his party, and have effectually stopped the career
of Cortes, they again suffered him to march into the
city without molestation, and to take quiet possession
of his ancient station.

The transports of joy with Wthh Alvarado and his
soldiers received their companions cannot be ex-
pressed. Both parties were so much elated, the one
with their se