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PRETFATCE

.

PE RH APS there is no nation on the earthy
that hasin fo fhort a period experienced fuch various and in-
terefting fcenes as the people of the United States. Compofed
astheyareof individual adventurers from different nations, orthe

tdefceydants of fuch, agd bringing with them thevarious habits -
and languages of the nations to which they had refpectively
belonged, braving the horrors of the wildernefs, and combating

unaided with {avage tribes, they aflociated together in frmall®
dependent republics, and always admitted thc emigrants ffom’
other nations to a participation of their pnv:leaes, and emi-
grants of different nations and languages attached themfelves
to the fociety and foil, and foon learned to embrace the country
as if it had been their native land. - The colonies #dapted their
laws to their own fituation and circumf{tances, and all of them
* preferved a love of liberty and equality in their focial order,
‘Though the feeds of jealoufy were artfully fown among them
by the power on whom they were dependent, yet watchful
againft thofe infidious arts, they urited to vindicate their rights

againft the aggreflions of that very power, whofe authority .
they were accuftomed to acknowledge, and by their exertions
finally triumphed over it, till they affumcd a rank and ftadion
among the independent nations of the earth. T hey not only
formed coxlﬂxtutxons and laws, for the internal pohcc of their
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tefpetive flates, but for the government of the whole, in 3
national capacity, and changed and revifed not only their laws,
but the forms and powers of their gov ernment, without an ap-
peal to arms, and without the cfieéts of thofe changes opera—
ting any fenfible alteration in the circumftances of the people,
nd thus exhibited a fpetacle, new and interefting in the hifto-
ry of human events.
The citizens, being thus colle@ed from yarious nations,
or j,ovn fuch different parts of the fame nation as had little
_ correlpond(.nce with eachother, and their charaQter being influ-
enced by a continual fucceffion of emigrants, they feem to have
formed a character peculiar to thenifelves, and in fome refpeéts
[ diftinck from that of other nations. Indeed though they emi-
grated from different nations, they were generally of the fame
sank in fociety. None of the privileged orders of Eyrcpe
vilited the colonies, except as governors of provinces, when
the govcmment of a province becamc, by the induftry of the
- planters, an object fufficient for the fupport of a lord, whofe
anceftors had diflipated the family eftate, or who enjoyed 2
noble title without a patrimony. Privileged orders never made
‘apartof the mafsin the colonial fettlements, and the fettlers
derive their dignity and importance, throug‘l the natural anq
honourable channels of prudence and induftry.
- Perhaps no part of the Amcncan ch.xra&er is more pro-
minent than that of mildnefs of temper even their mobs and
riotsare accompanicd with lefs ferocxty, and marked with fewer
inftances of - bloodthed, than thofe of any other nation. Even
during that Pperiod at the cemmencement of the revolution,
when the regular governments gave way to what ip the lag-
guage of law was called a government “of mqbs, or commit-
tees alting according to difcretion, and under peculiar circum-
fances of irritation, occafioned by the oppofition of the ad-
herents to the old governmant, yet the public peace was pre-
ferved and property fecured, and the feverities towards the op+
pofers of the revolution were more mild than has been cth.k-
ted by any other nation in fimilar CXr.um’Yances.
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During = tedicus war, in which the citizens generally wer#
ait one time or other perfonaliy engaged, there was an una-
\_roidablé relaxation of morals, and of the execution of the
laws, yet notwithftanding thig circuntftance, the weaknefs of
the general gevernment, and the preflure of an accumulating
debt, which neceffarily occafioned oppreffive taxes on the
people, and difcontent among the creditors, I fay thefe im-
perious circumftances were fo well borne during the continus
ance of the confederation, that there was no fymptom of an
infurrection, except in one inftance in the ftatc of Maffachu-
fetts. Though this infurretion is acknowledged to have been
cxcited by very oppreflive taxes, and to have been long pre-
meditatedand well dige fted, and occafioned confiderable alarm for
fome time, yet it was fimally fettled almoft without bloodthed,
or occafioning any lafting confufion. That under fo great a
change as was made by the revifion of the federal government, -
and the new extenfion of its fifcal powers to internal objells
of taxation, and the operation of thefe powers on fubjects,
and in modes, againft which the people in moft of the ftates
had the ftrongeft prepoffeflions, it being only known to them
by the odium of its name, and that odium having been ftrongly
fanttioned by the firft Congrcfs, and the law, from not having
provided for extending the judieial authority of the federa! go-
vernment, being ill calculated for the convenient proteion
of the fifcal officers, or citizens aggricved by their means, I fay
that, under fuch circumftaneces, violent oppofition thould have
been given butin one diftant furvey, affords a further proof of the

-mildnefs of the American charadter, and of a prevailing love
of order and refpe& for the authority of the laws; and if even
this inftance was unpremeditated and defultory, and might
have been ealily preventedby a proper and fcafonable appiication
of the means provided by law, and if when all the circur-
ftances are taken into view, and proper allowances made for
the indifcretions of thofe who took a temporary lead in the
excefles, and for the ufual appearances of human nature in 2
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flate of extreme agitation ;1 fay, when all thefe circumftanéed
are eonfidered maturely, and proper allowances made, I appre«
head the infurretion in the weftern counties of Pennfylva<
nia will not forma vcry ftrong exception to tlie mildnefs of

the American charaler. -
Having bee¢n an early altor in, and an attentive ob<
ferver of, the American revolution and jts confequences,
and having been under early apprehenfions, that the introduc-
tion of the excife fyftem without competent arrangements
for the prompt execution of it would put the American cha-
radler toa new teft, and thefe apprehenfions being excited by
the dzzp rooted prejudices which I knew to have always ex-
fted againlt it in the weftern country, where providence
-had ordered my lot, I was anxious to procure a repeal of the law,
er, that not appearing td be then attainable, to have it fo mo.
dified as to give the leaft poflible caufe of irritation. I was

amtentive, as far as I had an opportunity to imprefs the people’

with whom I correfponded, with a fenfe of the danger of
riots, and to advife thofe intrufted with the execution' of the
laws to purfue fuch meafures as might feafonably difcourage
a dxfpoﬁnon to violent oppofition; but my advice to this pur-
pofe not being taken, I.fat down in folemn filence, to wait the
event. And unfertunately, that event happened which my
f=ars had in fome meafure anticipated, and which I had forfome
time fulpeCted was defired by fome, who appear to have
vBeen much better acquainted, than I was, with the difpofition
that led to the infurrc&tion, and were poflefled of the means
of preventingit. I was more fortunate, however, in my pri-
vate corref{pondents ; for, with one lonely exception, they were
all uniformly friends of order.
Such an extraordinary cvent happening fo near to the place
of my refidénce, and among a people who then formed a
part of my immediate conftituents, and fuddenly fpreading its
influence over a coufiderable extent of country, and involving
not cnly the adtors, but thofe who endeavoured to quench the
fpreading flame, and even fuch as fudied to act the part of
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heutral obfervers, in anxiety and dread, and determining thofe
who adminiftered the government to have recourfe to the phyfi-
cal power of the nation, feemed to me a proper fubjet for
hiftorical inveftigation.

I conceived, that a record of the infurre@ion, and of thé
circumftances which led to it, and the events conne&ted with
it, might be of ufe, to teach the citizens in other places, and
perhaps in future times, the danger of fmall beginnings in
making oppofition to eftablifhed laws, and of corineting their
refpect to the government, with the prejudices they may en-,
tertain againft perfons in office, or even with theit prepoffef-
fions againft particular laws. It mdy alfo teach the lovers of
order, the impropriety of affeCtirig a neutrality of condué, in
the time of civil convulfiori. They will difcover, that if a
fpirit of diforder is permitted to prevail, no charaéter or in=
tereft in fociety will be fecufed from its effe€ts. And that if
government is reduced to the neceffity of extraordinary efforts;
even the innocent may not always be fecure from hardfhips in
the refult,

A knowledge of thefe events may be of iife éven to thofe
who are intrufted with the adminiftration of the government,
if fuch a crifis fhould ever again happen, or rather for the -
falutary purpofe of guarding againft fuch emergencies.

If a record of cafes in the pratice of medicine is of ufe
for the prevention or cure of difeafes in the animal fyftem,
certainly a knowledge of the difeafes which fometimes fhake
the political frame may be of future advantage, for preventing
or correfting fuchevents. This is the more neceflary in
fuch 2 government as ours, the ftability and profperity of
which depend fo much on the confidence of the citizens at
large.

* -" I had many reafons for withing this work to have been
performed by fome other hand. To write impartially of tranf-
altions, wkersin fo many living characters are concerned, is
not a very defirable work, and can fcarcely fail of being cen-
fured by fome. However, Bei:g confcious that I am not in=
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fluenced by hopes or fears, and being at a txme, and in a fitus
ation of life, that Ieaves me little to dread or hopc, ‘from the -
frowns or favours of party, or of men in power, I have ftudied
impartiality in the chara@ers Ihaye delirieated, and the facts
which'] have ftated ; and I have fought after tfuth w1th the.
utmoft folicitude. Indeed, T have declined mtroducmg fuch
perfons by name, efpecially, whcre there was any thing dif-
agreenb]e attached to thcu chatalter, as were not alrcady ren-
dered very prominent in thefe tranfaltions. -
" Ahiftoryof the weftern infurreion is alfo ncceﬂ'ary. to
correct wrong information that_is gone abroad ¢oncerning it.
Indeed, the citizens of the United States, having 1o authen-
tic channcls, through whlch to derive information conccrmng '
it, can erm their opinion only fram defultory and unconnec-
ted reports, and xf there are any, who through prejudlce or
any other motive, “have &udlouﬂy mifreprefented fome material
cxrcumftanccs refpeQing it, or injured the charalters of any
of the agents . engaged one way or other in it, the neceflity
that there fhould be fome refponfible ftandard for corre&mg
fuch mxﬂ:akcs, whether they are wxlful or madvcrtent is the
greater.
I was foon convinced of the neceffity of fuch a work, and
early turned my attention towards making preparatxons for it,
but delayed the execution in hopes, that fome other perfon .
would undeitake it; byt finding that no perfon engagedmxt, on
« plan’ fuﬂicxeﬁtly extenﬁve, I refumed the tafk, but fuppref- '
fed a number of incidents, which, though they were mtcreﬁmg ;
in themiclves, were not effential to the underﬂandmg of the
general fubje&, the retaining of which would have fwelled
the work too much. Many more of thefe than I intended to in-
fert are to be found related in a very entertammg manner, in a
work written by Mr. Brackenndge, which being, however,
chxeﬂy confined to what fell under his own obfervation, is not
fufficiently extenfiye in its plan to fuperfede the neceffity of
this work, In fome few inftauces, the faks are differently =
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- ftated, In feveral inftances, I have myfelf had occafion tq
corre&t the information on which I firft depended.

No part of thefe tranfaltions have been more mnfreprefcﬂ-
ted, than the conferences of the commiffioners from the fe-
cond Parkifon ferry meeting, with the Préfident of the United
States, at Carlifle, and this {feems to have been done with a
criminal defign. Aware, that fome mifreprefentations might be
made (though not of the extent to which they have been car-
ried), Mr. Redick and myfelf were attentive in keeping the dif-
courfes in memory, and had frequently, both feparately, and
together, repeated the fubftance of them, but particularly,
thofe delivered at the meeting convened at Parkifon’s ferry ta
receive the report of our miffion. I wrote out the fubftance of
the difcourfes delivered in the various conferences with the Pre-
fident, and fent them to Mr. Redick for his correion, before
inferted them in this work. Thoughthe Prefident exprefled him-
felf more largely than is here inferted, yetwe only ftudied topre-
ferve the fcope and as nearly in his own language as we could,

However neceffary it was for my own vindication, to in-
troduce my own name and chara&er fo much in the latter parg
of this work, I would not have troubled the reader with it,
if my condu&t, and the condu& of fome of my friends, had
not been - evidently mifreprefented, with a view to calt an
pdjum on Republxcan principles,
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INSURRECTION, @

CH AP L

~IF the numerous difficulties encountered
and hardfhips fuftained, by the people inhabiting the
weftern counties of Pennfylvania, were to be minute-
ly rélated, and their behaviour under them fairly fta-
ted, their conduct generally would be entitled to a
much greater proportion of approbation than blame,
and their fufferings would have a powerful claim on the
fympathy of their fellow citizens. But it is not my
intentien to give a hiftory of the peculiar circumflan-
ces, with which the firft fettlement and progrefs of

that country was accompanied. = A very fuperficial
B .
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{ketch of it, however, will be neceffary to the right un-
derftanding of the circumftances which influenced thofe
diforders, which in the year 1794 rofe to fuch a height
as to be denominated an Infurreion.

As foon as General Boquet had eftablifhed peace
with the Indians north-weft of the Ohio, in the year
1766, a number of people commenced a fettlement
on the lands adjacent to Redftone creek, which emp-
ties into the Monongahela river, about forty miles-a-
bove its junion with the Allegany at Pittfburgh. -

The boundary line not, being then run between
Pennfylvania and Virginia, and the land not having
been purchafed from the Indians, no legal title could
be obtained for land, but it was well known that both
provinces had always admitted the right of pre-emption
to thofe who had fettled and improved on the land,
previous to warrants having iffued for it to any other
perfons.

The proprietary of Pennfylvania having, in the
year 1768, purchafed the country from the Indians
as far wefl as the Allegany and Ohio rivers, opened an
office for the fale of thofe lands on the 3d of April 1769.
When the office was opened he made proclamation,
and infiructed his furveyors to refvet the lands of ac-
tual fectters whe had .improved to the value of five
pounds, and net to furvey them on warrants (or loca-
tions). of 3 date pafierior to the fettlements, except to
thofe by whom the fettlements were made,

Favoured by this indulgence, which however was
ufual in beth previnces, few of thofe who lived
adjacent to the Morongshels, and had already oc-
cupied the Jands, applied to the office for locations or
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warrants. They were not certain to which province
the foil belonged, and probably had a fecret wifth that
it fhould belong to Virginia; becanfe in that cafe it
would coft them but zbout one fourteenth part of the
price for which land was fold in Pennfylvania, and
men eafily believe according to their wifhes.

In or about the year %774, governor Lord Dun-
more operied feveral offices for the fale of land with-
in the bounds of what are now called the four weftern
counties of Pennfylvania. The warrants were grant-
ed on paying two thillings and fix-pence fees: The
purchafe money was trifling, being only ten fhillings
per hundred acres, and even that was not demanded.
This was an'effe®ual inducement to apply to Dun-
more’s agents in preference to the Pennfylvania land-
office ; the land being the property of the king was at

the difpofal of the governor, who alfo procured a
~ court of Visginia to be extended to the Ohio, and in
a thort time two county courts were held fouth of the
Monongahela, and ene north of it at Redftone old fort,
all of them within the territory fince afcertained to
belong to Pennfylvania. Lord Dunmore alfo com- .
menced an unprovoked war againft the Indians then
at peace, and led out an expedition agamﬂ their towns,
in defence of which a fevere battle was fought at the
mouthof the great Kenhawa ; in which, though the In-
dians were: defeated, the white peopte loﬂ: a numbet
of meti. '

From the fisft fettlement of this territory the x’nha-‘-
bitants had fuffered by occafional predatory excurfiogs
of the Indians, but there had been no general war
with them. It was well snderftood that the defign of
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the Britith governor was to embroil the colonies with
each other, and to produce a general Indian war, in
order to turn their attention frdm the rapid progrefs
of Britifh encroachments, or weaken their confidence
in each other, and oblige them to exhauft their
ftrength in an Indian war. Though he failed in the
firft, he was too fuccefsful in the laft ; for his wanton
attack on the Indians laid the foundation for that favage
enmity which they difplayed in their ceafelefs depre-
dations committed on the weftern frontiers during'the
whole courfe of the revolutionary war, and which
probably is not yet extinguithed.
~ The governor of Pennfylvania having opened the
land-office in April 1769, feveral thoufands of loca-
tions were applied for on the firft day.” The greateft
number of thefe was taken for land laying north of the
Monongahela, in what yet continues to be Weftmore-

land cdunty, to the greater part of which the claim of
’ Virginia&vas never fuppofed to extezd, and great
numbers made actual fettlements in that country with-
out any office rights. This fettlement was very ra-
pidly extended under Pennfylvania, as far north
as Crooked creek, above forty miles north of the
Monongahela, and the firft fettlers were generally a
more fober, orderly people, than commonly happens
in the firft fettlement of new countries.. A great pro-
portion of them were farmer’s fons, or farmers them-
felves, with rifing families, who emigrated from the
old counties, and who were generally acquainted with
each other.

The legiflature erected all the country weft of the

Laurel-hill into a county by the name of Weftmore-
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land, but did not fix a permanent feat of juftice,
on account. of the unfettled ftate of - the country.
The courts were provifionally held at Hanna's-town,
about three miles north of Greenfburgh, the prefent
county town. This county was ereCted fome years
previous to the extenfion of the Virginia courts into
that country. :

After the Virginia courts were erefted a firange
ftate of fociety was produced, in that part of Weft-
moreland county which now forms the counties of
‘Wathington and Fayette, and that part of Allegany -
which lies fouth of the Monongahela. Juftices of the
pedce, who were then judges of the court in both
ftates, held commiffions under, and executed the laws
of, their refpe@tive flates, in fuch a manner as that ma-
giftrates, militia officers, &c. exercifed their authori-
ty. aver the.people in the fame fettlement, according
as they made their election of fubmitting to the one
or the other. Many fubmitted alterm\tely to the one
or the other, as it comported with their intereft or their
caprice, and it is reafonable to believe that by many
neither was well fubmitted to. This relaxed ftate of
fociety encouraged a greater number of ungovernable
people to fettle among them than otherwife would
have done.

When the boundary line was amicably fettled to-
wards the end of the Britifh war, a number of thofe
who had imbibed the greateft prejudice againft the
laws of Pennfylvania, together with thofe who were
offended at the high price, which thofe who had al-
ways adhered to Pennfylvania were obliged to pay for
their land, pro;e&ed a plan for erefling a new flate.
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By the terms of fettling the boundary everv perfon
was to held his land on the terms under which he had
firft fettled. The new flate fcheme being made trea+
fonable by a law of Pemnfylvania, was no further at-
tempted, but many of thofe who had firong prejudi-
Ges againft the government of Pennfylvania, fold thexr
plantations, and gave place to others.

During the whole time of the war with Bntam,'
and for fome time after it ceafed, the country was cru-
elly wafted by perpetual favage depredations. The fron-
tier was equally expofed on all fides, round the whole
extent of the country, except perhaps a few miles on
the eaft, near Youghiogany river. 'The whole of what
is now Weftmoreland and Allegany counties, except 2
very few tewnthips, was either aQually laid wafte, or the
inbabitants obliged to thelter themfelves in forts. The
then county town of Wefimoreland was attacked in
the time of court, and though the records were pre-
ferved, yet the town, with moft of the property it
contained, was burnt ; a number were. alfo killed and
taken prifoners. The Indians were fo numerous as
to afford juft ground te apprehend that they would
deftroy the other flations, where people were colleéted,
and adetached party did kill feveral at the next fla-
tion; however the firing, which was continued in
platoons againft the fort all that day, was fo loud as to
Le heard diftin@ly at eight or nine miles diftance.
This, with the alarm given by thofe who efcaped from
the court, put the people in the interior part of the
country on their guard. At this time it was ufual
with the Indians to attack thofe fettlements in great
force, accompanied by the. militia of Canada. :
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But though the northern frontier of this country
was thus perpetually harraffed, thofe in the more
fouthwardly fettlements were by no means exempted
from their fhare of the general diftrefs. Scarcely a
neighbourheod in that whole extent of country, where
favage cruelty could not be diftinQly traced by the
deftruftion of property and-the-blood of the inhabi-
tants. The competition between the two rival go-
vernments, by preventing their union and fyftem,
greatly weakened their exertions in the common de-
fence, and it was near the clofe of the war, before
any accommedation was likely to take place by ar-
rangements being made for an amicable adjuftment
of the boundary line. :

Though this flate of fociety was extremely difa-
greeable, and naturally invited to the difplsy of an
ungovernable difpofition, and in faét prevented pro-
per meafures for promoting’ the education of youth,
and while it continued difcouraged miniftess of the
gofpel from fettling in the country, yet it muft be
acknowledged, that notwithftanding the party animofi-
ty, the controverfy was condu@ted with a milder fpirit
than has been ufually difcovered in fimilar fituations.
Though there were fome inftances of oppofition to
the execution of the laws of the interfering flates, yet
there were no outrageous riots, no lives loft, no de-
firuQtion of property. One perfon indeed loft his life
at Pitttburgh in a party quarrel, but it was a private
quarrel, not a riat. On the whole, crimes do not
appearto have been more frequent therethan in places
where fuch circumitances did not exift. I went to
refide in the weftern country about the time this con-
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troverfy was near the conclufion, and obferved a
good deal of heat and animofity, but no violence, ncr
traces of it. :

How different was this from other contefts of the
fame nature. The bloodfhed and violence committed
in the controverfy about the boundary line between
Pennfylvania and Maryland, are ftill remembered by
the name of the Conejaghally war; fome of the he-
roes, who gained their military fame by their exer-
tions in that war, have not been many years de-
ceafed. \

The conteft between Pennfylvania and the Con-
neicut claimants has occafioned- bloodfhed and nu-
merous a&ts of outrageous violence, both before and
fince the revolution. And notwithftanding the de-
cree of a court: of Congrefs, determining the right
of territory to be in Pennfylvania, yet that ftate has,
fince the decree of fettlement, been obliged to fend
different military expeditions into that country.Though
confiderable feverity has marked the progrefs of fome
of thefe expeditions, yet they have not proved ade-
quate to the obje&t. Recourfe has been had to quiet-
ing laws ; but thefe, though made on the moft gene-
rous principles, have been defeated by the claimants
in whofe favour they were made, and the commiffion-
ers of peace obliged to fave their lives by flight, or
be taken prifoners. Even Mr. Pickering, the then .
prothonotary of Luzerne county, but now the fecre-
tary of ftate, when deciding on a beneficent law, which
he had done much to procure in their favour, was vi-
olently feized and detained many days a prifoner in
the woods, from whencé he with difficulty efcaped.
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Nor has this controverfy yet fubfided. A Pennfyl-
vanian dare not even now fetile on hisown land. One
who lately attempted it was fhot in his lodging,
and though, in the opinion of the court, the murder
was fully proved, a verdi& could not be obtained a-
gainft the criminal. A combination has long exifted,
and ftill does exift, in that country, in declared op=-
pofition to the laws, and too firong for the ordinary
powers of the civil magiftrate.

How different this from the condu&t of the people
in the weftern counties. There, there was no necef-
fity to call to their aid the authority of Congrefs,
no armies had to be~marched againft them, nor any
unconftitutional laws paffed impairing the rights of
contract in their faveur.They fubmitted to the decifions
of the ordinary courts of the refpeftive ftates, if not
wholly without murmuring, yet- without flagrant op-
pofition or perfonal vialence.
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CHAUP IL

Qf the State Excife Lat.

UN DER the colonial government of
Pennfylvania, in the year 1756, an excife had been
levied on imported fpirits. - The legiflatures of the
colonies, having no power to levy impofts at the ports,
took that method of difcouraging the confumption
of foreign fpirits and raifing a revenue from it. The
law was enalleft for a limited time, and the revenue
arifing from it appropriated to the redemption of
certain bills of credit. In March 1772,the former excife
law was revived, - and the tax was extended not only to
wine, rum, and brandy, but to fpirits diftilled from
the natural products of the province, excepting what
was for the private ufe of the owner.

I never have underftood that the law as far as it
refpe@ed domeftic produce was executed. I knew
nothing of it at the time, and though I was acquaint-
ed with many diftillers, I never heard of an excife-
man vifiting them. I have made enquiry, fince that
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time, of many who were born and refided in different
counties of the province, fome of whom -had fills,
and cannot difcover that they knew any thing about
the execution of that part of the law. Probably all
that was diftilled from domeftic produce was confidered
as for the ufe of the owner, -and this was indeed, in
a great meafure, the cafe, for the citizens took their -
rye and malt to the flill, nearly on the fame princi-
ples as they took their grift to the mill, and paid for
the diftillation either in kind or an equivalent in mo-
ney. At this time rum diftilled from molafles became
an article of great confumption ; it was purchafed at
from two.fhillings to two and fixpence per gallon by .
the barrel; and as it coft the farmers nothing to bring -
it home in the waggons with which they hawled out
their flour, they found it to be more profitable thau
their own whitkey. ’
In the time of the revolutionary war, when nei-.
ther foreign rum nor molafles could be imported, the
demand for domeftic diftilled {pirits for the army and
for general confumption became exceeding great, and
the manufaturing of it became fo profitable, that not
only the rye but a great quantity of wheat wgs con-
fumed by diftillation. In many parts of the coun-
try you could fcarcely get out of fight of the fmoke of
a ftill-houfe. The citizens became alarmed, left the
army fhould fuffer for want.of bread for the troops,
and forage for the horfes. The clergy from the pul-
pits, and in fome inftances by judicial warnings of
prefbyteries, inveighed againft this alarming deftruc-
tion of ‘bread. from the army and the poor, and againft
the ftill-houfes, as the general nurferies of intoxication
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and licentioufnefs. There was no law then in force
to prevent diftillers from felling in {mall quantities,
-confequently thofe who loved to get drunk at a fmall
expence, reforted to the flills. The manners of our
youth were much endangered by the number of the
ftills, and by aflociating with fuch as ufually reforted
to thefe recepticles of vice. The army foosn felt the
effelts’ of this wafte of grain to an alarming de-
gree.

In March 1779, the affembly enacted a law to pre-.
vent the diftillation of all kinds of grain or meal, but
in October following it was repealed fo far as to per-
mit the diftillation of rye and barley. The vaft num-
ber of hands employed in the militia and ftanding ar-
my had leffened the number of labouring hands; the
low price of grain at the beginning of the war had
difcouraged the farmers, and many through the flate,
who were difaffe@ted to the revolution, or principled
~ againft war, had raifed lefs grain than ufual, witlra

. defign to prevent the army frem being fupplied
Thefe circumftances, added to the confumption by
diftillation, gave fuch a ferious alarm as rendered it

_neceffary not only to difcourage the diftilling of grain,
but to lay an embargo on the exportation of grain and
flour in the port of Philadelphia. Diftillation, by
the abufes attending it, and exorbitant profits made by
it, was become unpopular, and the neceflity of a re-
venue was become extremely urgent to préferve ehe
exiftence of the government itfelf. |

This was undoubtedly a fituation that juflified on
every principle the levying an excife, and this con-
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viCtion was fo general among the people, that a confi-
derable revenue was raifed from it during the continu-
ance of the war.

In the year 1780, Congrefs refolved that an al-
lowance fhould be made to the army for the deprecia-
tion of its pay, and required the fates-refpeitively to
liquidate and provide for the difcharge of it. The
State of Pennfylvania iffued certificates for the Hqui-
dated depreciation, and made it optional for the hold-
ers to receive paper bills emitted on the credit of the
State to the difcharge of the one third of the amount;
thefe bills being then much deprecidted, though after-
wards redeemed at par, many of the certificate holders
declined to accept of them. A large trat of land Weft
of the Allegany-river, and fome confifcated property,
were appropriated for the final difcharge of that debt;
but the confifcated property was but of fmall value,
and the mortgaged property could not then be render-
ed produdtive. When it was brought into the market
feveral years after peace was reftored, and fold by’
auftion, only a {mall portion of it could be fold at
any price, and what did fell went at a very low rate.
The rage for land fpeculation had not then com-
menced.

The legiflature always treated the depreciation

-a¢ 4 favoured claim, and the funds appropriated
for the difcharge of it not being produflive, on
the application of the officers of the Pennfylvania
line a law was paffed, by which the revenue arifing
from the excife was appropriated to the payment of
the imtereft and the final difcharge of that debt,
though every other fource of revenue was then
brought into operation, even to an oppreffive extent,
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yet the proceeds were appropriated to fatisfy the.
requifitions of Congrefs, and to other indifpenfible
purpofes; confequently no provifion was made for
the debt due for militia fervices, fupplies, &c. till the
year 1785, when revenues were appropriated for pay-
ing the intereft of both the debt of the State, and of
- the United States, in the hands of citizens who were
original holders. A fum was alfo given in aid of the ex-
cife, to-difcharge the arrears of intereft due on the
depreciation debt. :

If the excife tax could have been colle@ed, it would,
in a fhort time, not only -have paid the intereft, but
difcharged the principal of the depreciation debt. In
1786, Mr. Robert Morris made 2 propofal to the com-
mittee of ways and means to take it on farm, and pay
into the flate treafury feventy thoufand pounds per
annum; but farming of revenues having been prac-
tifed only under defpotic governments, and perhaps
oaly practicable there, the propofal was rejected, but
no doubt was entertained but that a neat fum to thar
amount might have been produced by it, if it could -
have been colleted ; but when it was beft colleéted it
preduced only fifteen thoufand pounds, and that only
- for two or three years ; and this was chiefly raifed from
imported {pirits and wines; but the neighbour-
ing flates not having excife laws, even the excife
tax on foreign liquors was much evaded.

For fome time after the fettlement of the weftern
Counties commenced, diftillation was not introduced,
but the {pirits. confumed there were brought from the
caft fide of the mountains, and during the war little
progrefs could be made in promoting the manufac-
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ture of Spirits; ‘confequently little attention was paid
to the.colleQion of excife in that country, though I
find that the prothonotary of Weftmoreland collected
fome in that County under his authority of collecting
the tax on tavern licences. It might have been longer
negle@ed, if the excife offices for thofe counties had
not been urgently folicited by one Graham, who for-
merly kept the black-horfe tavern in Market-fireet,
and who obtained a commiffion for colleting the excife
tax in all the weftern counties. A perfon of a more fair
charalter and greater difcretion would have been ne-
ceflary for the fuccefsful difcharge of that truft, but
* fuch did not apply ,

Before this time, it wasgenerally known that very
little of the excife tax on domeftic diftilled {pirits was
then colle@ted in the old fettled counties; in moft of
them none at all. -Mr. Bartholomew, the excife of-
ficer of Philadelphia, informed methat he had declined
demanding it from the diftillers of grain or fruit.
The members of affembly - from Chefter county,
fome of whom were diftillers, faid that none was col-
lected there. -+ This was generally known to have been
the cafe throughout the ftate at large, but more efpeci-
ally inthofe counties bordering on other flates.

None of the neighbouring ftates having excife laws,
rendered it the more impracticable and odiousin Penn-
fylvania. TheStateof New Jerfey, prefled withthedebts
contrafled in the courfe of the war, and having neither
commercial revenue, nor any landsto difpofe of, confe- .
quently having no refources from impofisorland offices,
as the neighbouring ftates of New-York and Pennfyl-
vania had, attempted about this time to aid her revenue
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- by an excife, but never could bring it into operation :
It was wholly defeated in the firft attempt by a power-
ful combination of the citizens of that ftate. '
Thefe circumftances were well known in the wef-
tern counties, and occafioned them to be more reluc-
tant in the payment of thattax. Thofe who had been

prejudiced againft the laws of Pennfylvania, and pe-

ver experienced an excife tax, difcovered a ferioys re-
pugnance to the execution of it. However the diftil-
lers in Weftmoreland pretty generally fettled with the
colle@or of excife, and paid him confiderable fums of
woney. He often converfed with me on the fubjedt,
and acknowledged that he fucceeded equal to his ex-
peclations.

The people however complained that the colleor
a@ed contrary to law in feveral inftances, and he ac-
knowledged he did to'Col. Cook the Judge of the court,
and told him that the magiftrates ought to prote@ him
in doing fo in fome inftances, as it _contributed to the
public fervices. He was informed that if he did not
confider him{elf to be bound by thelaws in the difcharge
of his duty, he muft not be furprifed if the people
did not regulate their condu@t tewards him agreeably
to the laws. - .

However be met with no interruption, till fome
time after at the court of Weftmoreland, when in the
evening a man in difguife, fupperted by feveral others,
called him to the door of his chamber, and attempted
to pull him out, telling him that he was Belzebub, and
would deliver him to a number of other devils who
waited for him without. But the colleftor being arm-
ed with piftols ftood on bis defence, and with the affift-
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‘ance of - fome in the room kept them out, nor would
ke fuffer thofe in the room to go out during the
night. ' ' :
The colletor commenced a profecution againft
the perfon, who, he fuppofed, perfonated Belzebub,
and fome others, but fatisfatory proof- being givén to
the court, that the colle®ter had miftaken the perfon,
he was of courfe acquitted, and the colle®or’s charac-
ter was fo freely treated by fome of the gentlemen of
‘the bar, that he left the court as foon as he perceiv-
ed his miftake’ was difcovered. An imputation of a
miftake of that kind had been alleged againft him for-
merly. Fodo him juftice however, I fulpe® that
he rather miftook the time than the perfon. Greater
miftakes of the fame nature have fince been made by
others. ' ’
Some time after this, however, he met with werfe
treatment in Wathington county. He was there at-
tacked by a mob, who, after thaving him, cutting off
his hair, and drefling his horfe’s mane and tail in fuch
a manner as to disfigure him, brought him into Weft-
mereland county and let him go. No doubt ether at-
tempts were made to ‘intimidate and difcourage him,’
but I have neither heard from himfelf nor any other
perfom; of any fubfequent outrages committed againft
him. I have nevér underftood how much money he
received. I believe in fome inftances he compound-
ed for what be could get without trouble, and as there
was no check on him, he probably detained the largeft
fhare of the money in his own hands. When the fu-
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preme judges came to -hold a court of Oyerand Ter~
miner in Wathington, he commenced a profecution
againft twelve perfons, who were convi®ted and fined,
and compelled to pay high damages to the collettor,
which I am informed he received, and then teﬁgned
his commiffion.

Afterwards, a wran of the pame of Craig- acczptad
of the office of excife for the weftern counties. His
fon, who alted as his deputy, I was acquainted with;
he behaved himfelf well, and appeared to be fuccefs-
- ful; but his father getting into fome quarrels, near
the place of his refidence, complaints went againft
him, and ‘he was removed.

The reprefentatives from thefe counties were much
importuned to have the law repealed, but this could
not be done until fome other fund could be procured
to appropriate as a fubflitute, and all.the other funds
were at - this time overburthened. ‘They were morti»
fied howeverto fee the authority of the flate degraded
by the non-execution of the excife law. * To remedy
this evil feveral upfuccefsful endeavoyrs were made tg
revife the law, and to procure more refpectable offi-
CeTs.

John Baird, qu then a mentber of thc fupre;na
executive council of the ftate, and myfelf, applied
to a refpectable perfon, well known in that country,
and obtained his confent to ferve, but when the com-
miffion arrived he declined aceepting . it. Before the
law was-repieated, ‘another perfon, well qualified for
the appointment, accepted of it, amd kept his office
for fome time in Pittfburgh, but foon refigned it.

)
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There were no riots but’ thofe I have mentiosed a-
gainft’ Graham ; but as all thofe who held -the office
received forie’ money, for which it was believed..theyt
mever accounted; (probably they did not receive
more than was 2 competent compenfation); thofe that
paid at firft, feeing others eftape with impunity, re-
fufed to comply. They all knew, that in the old
counties it was generally paid only on foreign li-
quors. ] -

Some may wifh to know how the people in fo re-
mote a country knew fo well what was done in the
eaftern counties. It is neceffary they fhould be
informed, that a great proportion of the weftern far-
mers ufually go over the mountains, every year after
feeding time, to bring up their falt, when they ge-
nerally vifit their friends, where they formerly refid-
ed, and are informed of the news of the country.
All the falt, and many other articles confumed in
the weftern counties, are purchafed from the ftore-
keepers on the eaft fide of the mountains, and carried -
to the weftern counties on horfe-back, in cags, or
bags. In this wav they have to carry it from above one
to two hundred miles.

It was long expe@ed, that the thirteen flates
would agree to veft Congrefs with the power of levy-
ing an impoft on goods imported. Under this im-
preflion the funding law of the ftate was enacted in
1785. The depreciation debt had been funded be-
fore, and one year's intereft bad been paid on a great
part of the domeftic debt. This had been done with
a view to equalize the diftrefles of the citizens, and .



36 HISTORY OF THE

give a check to the prevailing fpeculations on certifi-
cates, and raife the price in the market of thofe which
had not been alienated, till Congrefs could provide
otherwife for them, which was then daily expected
to be put in their power by the thirteenth ftate agrec-
ing to the ﬁve per cent. impoft.
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"C H A P. IIL

WHEN the federal government was
organifed, and before provifion had been made for
the ‘public debt, the affembly of Pennfylvania repeal-
ed the law for levying a diret tax, and left the excife
unrepealed. This meafure was much influenced by
_ one of the members of Congrefs, who refided in the
city, and had newly returned from congrefs at New-
York ; "the fame who always introduced the meafures,
originated by the fecretary of the treafury, in the form
of refolves, in the Houfe of Reprefentatives; but it
was oppofed by a numerous minority, of which the
weftern members. compofed a part. They withed
to continue the dire®t tax a year longer, that the earlieft
opportunity might be taken of repealing the excife
law. So much embarraffed were the revenues of the
ftate by the premature repeal of the dire tax, that in
the next feffion the leglﬂature had to borrow fixty
thoufand pounds from the Bank of North America on
mortgage, and to negociate’ with the late proprietaries,
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to get them to receive certificates inftead of cafh, for a
debt due them by the commonwealth. How far dif-
appointing the public creditors of the flate, by pre-
maturely embarraffing its revenues, and continuing
the ftate excife when the dire@ tax was repealed, was
intended to promote the plan for affuming the ftate
debt, and levying a general excife, which tranfpired
foon after, the reader who has been attentive to thofe
meafures in their progrefs will be able to judge for

himfelf. | (
It is well known, that the plan \\gepgrted by the
fecretary of the treafury to the fecond feffion of the firft

Congrefs was rejeted at that time, and aggin brought

forward'in the af¥ feffion of that Congref, and enaled

intb 4 faw, Congrefs then fitting in Philadelphia, * -

" “The legiflature of the fate being then alfo in fef-
fion, the irembers of the houfe of reprefentatives be-
came exceedingly alarmed at the intredudien of an'
excifé,and adopted: refolutions expreffive of their fenfe’
of the excife bill then before Congrefs. ‘The refolves
were defigned to have been fent to-the Senate of the
United States, not as inftru®ions bfwwhi’ch they were
to be bound, but as a declaration of the fetﬁfdarid with~
es of th’é Ttate of Pennfylvania refpecting an excife
fyftem. -~ : o o

"The fubftance of thefe refolutions were : Firft, &
declaration of a right in the flate legifiattive'to give ag
opinidn’ on every thing of a public mature which has'
a tendency to deftroy- the rights of the: people: Se.:
cond, THat the 'proceedings of Congrefs, tending ‘to’
the colleftion of a revenue ‘by ‘means of am excife,
-~ ought to autract the attention of the houfe: Fhird: Fhat



INSURRECTION. . 20

no public emergency then exifted to warrant the a-
doption of any fpecies of taxation, that would violate
the rights which were the bafis of the government, and -
thereby exhibit the fingular fpectacle, of a nation op-
pofing the oppreflien of others, to enflave itfelf.

In the difcuffion of thefe refolutions there were
none who argued in favour of the excife. The objec-
tions were confined to the right of the houfe to inter-
fere in federal meafures. I was a member at the time,
and voted in favour of the refolutions; but had at firft
fome difficulty with refped to the right of interfer-
ence. Since that time we find, however, that other
flate legiflatures have frequently interfered, by giving
their opinion an important federal meafures, without
being cenfured for it. The Yeas and Nays were ta-
ken on the refolutions, and the reafons given at large
on the journals. By the journals of that {eflion of the
houfe of reprefentatives of the. General Affembly, it
appears, that there were forty vates in favour of the re-
folutions, and fixteen againft them. Some, at leaft, of
the minority were as much oppofed to the excife as |
thofe who voted in the majority, but theught the in-
terference improper. The name of John Nevil, now
infpe@or of the weftern furvey, ftands with the majori-
ty. Confidering the difficulty of the queftion of in-
terference, this was a very unanimous declaration of the
reprefentatives of Pennfylvania, and could not be
afcribed to the influence of a fa@ion. The truth is,
the refolutions were moved and feconded, and zeal-
oufly fupported by Col. Gurney and Mr. Richard
Wells, of the city of Philadelphia, well known to be
refpe@able citizens and zealous federalifts. They .
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were alfo fupported by confultations with other inhabi-
tants of the city, at the Coffee-houfe, where the prin-
~ ciples of excifes were difcuffed freely, and at thefe con-
fultations, and in the debates in the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives, the teftimony given by the old Congrefs
againft excifes was much relied on. The weftern
members did not affift at the confultations at the
Coffee-houfe..

A great proportion of the people of Pennfylvama
had exprefled their fenfe of the excife law, by the
alarm they difcovered on receiving information of the.
fecretary’s report in favour of an excife fyftem, and
the joy they exprefled at hearing that it was rejecled.
‘This circumftance gave the. members of affembly a good
‘opportunity to know the fentiments of the people on
the fubje®, and this difpofition was not confined to
‘any particular place.  Only one member from the
city of Philadelphia, and two from the county, voted
againft the refolutions, and but one member from the
. “weftern counties voted in their favour. -

The firft ill treatment given to an excifeman un-
der the federal law was in Chefter county, but the ri-
oters were convifted, and punifhed feverely by the
{tate courts. On that occafion, the foreman of the jury
told the Attorney-general, that he was as much, -or
more, oppofed to the excife law, than the rioters, but
would not fuffer violations of the laws to'go unpunith-
ed. . I exped fenfible jurors every where would a@
_ from the fame laudable principle. There were feveral
other attacks made on excife officers in other parts.on
the eaft fide of the mountains, which it is not necef-
fary to be particular in ftating. -



INSURRECTION. 41

" The people in the weftern counties anticipated
their experiencing peculiar hardfhips from the excife.
Without money, or the means of procuring it, and |
confuming their whifkey only in their families or ufing
it as an article of barter, which, though it in fome
refpe@s anfwered the place of money, yet would not
be received in pay for the excife tax, they thought it
hard to pay as much tax on what fold with them but at
from two fhillings, to two fhillings and fix pence, as
they did where it brought double that price. Thefe,
and fuch like arguments, were not new. I found
them‘in ufe againft the ftate excife when I went to refide
in that country. They arofe from their fituation, and
the fimpleft perfon feeling their force, knew how
to ‘ufe them.

Some talked of laying afide their ftill altogether,
till they would have time to obferve the effects of the
law on other places, and have time to refle® on the
fubjeQ ; and this method was advifed, in preference to
a more violent mode of oppofition, by fome who were
apprehenfive of outrages being committed. But though

feveral peaceable men laid afide their ftillsorfold them,
yet there never was anyaffociation or refolutions among
the inhabitants to that purpofe. The contrary has
been aflerted by pretty high authority. :

In the month of June 1791, the firft year on which
the flills were to have been entered there were no of-
fices of infpe&tion opened in the weftern counties :
And though the people were in great confternation,
no public or general confultation was held on the fub-
je@, till the latter end of July following, when a meet-

ing was advertifed to be held at Red-ftone old fort.
E
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Individuals attended from different places, but not by
delegation, and, being in harveft, few attended from
adiftance. There were four or five from Weftmore-
land, few from Allegany, or the diftant parts of Wath-
ington or Fayette. The hardfhips, naturally refult-
ing from the execution of the excife law to that coun-
try, were explained, but at the fame time the conttitu-
tional authority of Congrefs to enadl it was afferted.
It was refolved to petition Congrefs for relief, and no
petition being prepared, a committee was appointed to
meet at Pittfburgh to draught one. The committee
was alfo authorifed to correipond with the citizens in
other places, who might be difpofed to petition Con-
grefs on the fubje®, and it was recommended to the
different counties to appoint committees to fuperin-
tend the figning the petitions and forwarding them to
Congrefs.

How this meeting could have been ranked by the
fecretary of the treafury, in his report to the Prefi-
dent, preparatory to calling out the militia, among
the caufes of the infurreCtion, and given as one of the
inftances of unlawful combination, I know neot. Sure~
ly. fuch a meeting may be held, and fuch refolves paf-
fed, in Great Britain, even after the fedition bills,
which have thrown that nation into fuch a flame, are
enalted into laws. I never knew that a2 meeting to pe-
tition government refpectfully, was efteemed criminal
in any country that had the leaft pretenfions to free-
dom.

The truth is, as far as I was acquainted with the -
defign of that meeting, it was intended to promote
fubmiffion, and not oppofition, to the law. There was
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no other alternative ; for to have argued that the law
was juft and falutary, would have had no effet ; nor
did I know of any perfon then in the country that ap-
proved of, ot advocated it as a good law. Some, who
wrote in favour of fubmiffion to the excife law, in
the Pitt{burgh Gazette, were prefent at the Red-ftone
meeting.

Several of thofe who kept the largeft diftilleries,
that I was acquainted with in thefe counties, defign-
ed at that time to enter their ftills, if there was an op-
portunity. Seme of thefe however afterwards chang-
ed their mind. Many of the uninformed people,
being told by the warm advocates of the federal go-
vernment, that after it was ratified we would have no
more excifes, confidered the excife law therefore as
unconftitutional. At the Red-fione meeting this mif-
take was openly combated. It is not eafy to convince
people that a law, in their opinion unjuft and oppref-
five in its operation, is at the fame time comftitu-

tional.

In Auguft a committee met at Wafhington, agree-
ably to the recommendation of the Red-flone meet-
ing, and in September a committee,compofed of per-
fons from the weflern counties, met at Piufburgh.
I prefume none of them were delegated, except per-
haps from Wafhington county, for only in it had
there been a county committee. From Weﬁmore-
land there was but one perfon, and he was not dé'lé~
gated.

A petition was propofed by the general commit-
tee at Pittfburgh to be figned by the people, and fe-
veral refolves were publifhed. in the gazettee, fome
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of which were mtemperately exprefled, and refpecied

- fubje®s but little connedted with the excife law,
fuch as the falaries of ‘office, the funding f{yftem, &c.

About eleven months after, in Auguft 1792, 2
number of perfons, from Wathington, Fayette, and
Allegany counties, formed the fecond and laft com-
mittee of that kind that was held at Pittfburgh. * They
prepared and publiflied another petition to Congrefs,

- praying for the repeal of the excife law, to be figned
by the people. The committee alfo publithed its fen-
timents on the principles of taxation, and the fup-
pofed impropriety and injuftice of an excife {yftem.
Though it did not cenfure any other meafures of go-
vernment, it refolved to take all legal methods of ob-
ftru®ing the operation of the excife law, and to have
no fellowfhip with fuch as accepted offices under i,
and to withdraw from them every affiftance, to with-
hold the comforts of life, &c.- They alfo recommen-
ded to the people to follow their example. A fimilar -
refolution had been publifhed by the commmee of
Waﬂnngton, about a year before.

I never knew that this example was followed by
the people in any inflance, or that the refolution was
‘obeyed by even all the members of the committee.

On the ground of difcretion thefe refolutions were
cenfurable, and were in fa& difapproved by many

~ through the flate, who alfo heartily difliked the excife

Jaw: That they were not, however, contrary to law, is
acknowledged by the fecretary himfelf, who informs us
of his procuring teftimony, in order to profecute the

_perfonswhoe compofed the committee; but he adds, that
the attorney general did not think it actionable. There
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is no doubt but it is morally wrong in many cafes to
refufe our charity or affiftance to any of our fellow
men, when their neceffities require it ; but thefe du-
ties being of imperfeét obligation, we are only refpon-
fible to our own conicience and the opinion of the
world for the proper difcharge of them. There are
no doubt perfons in fociety whofe manners are fo dif-"
agreeable, or their character fo objeftionable, as to
juftify us in refolving to have no fellowthip with them;
and where the excife law is almoft univerfally believed
to be unjuft and oppreflive, men of this defcription
will be found' pretty readily among the excife officers.
Indeed this obfervation need not be reftricted to.pla-
“ces fo fituated; it correfponds with the fentiments of
people generally, where excifes have been long efta-
blifhed, and is the language of their laws.

Thefe refolutions, however, were cenfurable on
the ground of policy. They difgufted thofe members
of Congrefs,.that would otherwife have beendifpofed to
have eafed, if not to have fully relieved, them from their
gounds of complaint, and offended the citizens at large,
who had fympathized with them; in fhort, they un-
doubtedly occafioned lefs refpect to be paid to their pe-
tions. :

A defultory meeting was held, in confequenf‘e of an
advertifement, in Allegany county ; it formed rules of
affociation,and publifhed fome intemperate refolutions,
but never had a fecond meeting. Col.Morton, the chair-
man, near whofe refidence the meeting was held, beha-
ved always in an orderly manner, and difcovered great
firmnefs and difcretion through the whole of the infur-
retion. A meeting was advertifed to have been held
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at Greenfburgh, in the fame winter, James Guthry,
chairman ; but the fuppofed chairman contraditted
the advertifement in the next week’s gazette, denying
that there was any fuch meeting, or that he was chair-
man, and we heard no more of it. It may be re-
marked, that Guthry has uniformly fupported the
chara®er of a good. citizen. In fhort, there was a dif-
pofition prevailing with a few people to have the coun-
try organized into committees, but not exclufively to
popofe the excife. The wages of the affembly-men had
been raifed the year before, and people living at fuch
a diftance from market, having the neceffaries of life
cheap, and not being fenfible of the increafed expence
of living in Philadelphia, were offended. From this
circumftance a greater number than ufual wifhed to
bring themfelves forward as candidates, not te lower,
but to receive, the high wages; to take a lead in com-
mittees feemed a probable means of fuccefs. . This cir-
cumftance was fufpefted to have promoted the pro-
grefs of the difturbances in fome places, but the con-
du@ of thefe charaCters came into difrepute foon e~
nough to prevent their {uccefs.

A
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C H A P IV.

I CANNOT diftover that the meetings
I have mentioned had any influence in promoting
the infurreQtion, or connefion with it. They were
not fan&ioned by the people, nor was there even the
appearance of the people affembling to elect the per-
fons of which they were compofed.

Though I have faid, that the refolves publifhed by
thefe meetingswere intemperate and impolitic, yet they
are not without the patronage of refpetable precedents,
or rather examples, given by refpeCable and influen-
tial charallers, even in our own country.

In the year 1777, the darkeft period of the late
war, when the ftate of Pennfylvania was daily in dan-
ger of invafion, and the government newly put into
operation, a number of the moft wealthy and refpec-
table charadters in the fate, chiefly in the city of Phi-
ladelphia, entered into refolutions, with the declared
intention of oppofing, not a law, but the government
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itfelf. They refufed to hold offices under it, and, if
I remember well, to affociate with thofe who did. I
do not bring in this example as a juftification of the
conduct of the other ; it had a very bad effe&t in weak-
ening the operations of the government at a time to
the laft degree critical. Yet, if I am not miftaken, a
refpectable judge of the fupreme court of the United
States, and the late fupervifor of the diftrit of Penn-
fylvania, were among the leading members of that af-
‘{ociation. - This inftance ought to be improved as a
warning, and not as a precedent. In Britain we ob-
ferve the people, through the whole nation, conven-
ing either in affociations -or occafional meetings, in
vaft multitudes, to cenfure the condu& of adminiftra-
tion, and petition againft the fedition bills ; and we
{ee thefe affemblies publicly patronifed by the firft no-
bility and moft influential commoners of the nation.
So far is this from being cenfured by the miniftry,
that they are equally induftrious in procuring popular
meetings to approve of their meafures. This is no
new thing in that nation. The fenfe of the nation,
given in that manner, has often not only prevented
bills being enalted, but_has frequently procured the
repeal of obnoxious laws. To prove this, many, o-
ther inftances might be mentioned.

It is true, it may be plead that popular meetings
are often condu&ed with indifcretion, and have a ten-
dency to promote licentioufnefs. This is admitted ;
but it dogs not therefore follow, that fuch meetings
{hould be prohibited by law or denounced by govern-
ment. Doing fo, would be reducing the people to
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mere machines, and fubverting the very exiftence of
liberty. Itis the duty of the legiflature not only to
accommodate the laws to the people’s interefts, but
even, as far as poffible, to their preconceptions ; for
as a republican government refts on the people’s con-
frdence, whatever weakens that confidence faps the
foundations of the government as effeCtually as trea-
fon and rebellion, though not fo rapidly. 'There are
few inftances of treafon and rebellion which may not
be traced to indifcreet laws as their fource. It is gene-
rally one indifcretion exciting another.

It will not do to fay, that to hold meetings to re-
monftrate againft the pafling of a law is admiffible, but
that to remontftrate againft an exifting law is impro- -
per. Such do&rine in this extenfive country is ab-
furd, for it muft always happen, that a great proportion
of the people, who are to be governed by the laws,
know nothing about them till they are enafted or in
operation, confequently cannot petition againft their
paflage.

It is equally abfurd to affert, that becaufe our laws
are enaCted by our own reprefentatives, therefore we
ought to fubmit to them without remonftrance, till our
reprefentatives, who know our circumftances, and par-
take of our interefts, think proper to repeal them. This
doctrine is fupported by a prefumption, that a govern-
ment of reprefentatives can never miftake the true in-
terefts of their conftituents, nor be corri;pted or fall
into partial combinations, whereas the contrary is
prefumable from the nature of man, and verified by

immemorial experience.
F
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If the people have a right to petition for the repeal
of a law, or remontftrate againft its injuftice " or inex-
pediency, furely they have a right to meet, publith
their fentiments, and correfpond through the whole
extent of the country affeéted by the laws, without
the imputation of combining againft the government.
Their chara@lers indeed are refponfible to public opi-
nion for the indifcreet ufe of that right, and their
perfons and property to the laws for the infraGions
committed on them.

Experience will not juftify the claim of implicit
obedience to the laws even of a reprefentative legifla-

. ture. Even in fuch there may be combinations fo
ftrong as to fubvert the conftitution itfelf; and as the
difpofal of the public property and the adminiftration
of the national force is neceflarily vefted in the govern-

‘ment, temptations, too ftrong for the ordinary portion
of virtue enjoyed by mankind, may prefent them-
felves too fuccefsfully to the avarice or ambition of
thofe vefted with the power of difpenfing the public
~ will.  Inftances of this are to be found in the hiftory
of ' all nations, and proofs of it are not wanting even
among ourfelves, though as a nation we are yet in our
infancy. '

In Georgia, we fee the legiflature the fellers, and
the members of the legiflature and officers of the
ftate, together with influential officers of the general
government, the purchafers of land, to an amount un-
known in the hiftory of contradls. In confequence
~ of this enormous fpeculation we fee the people agita-
ted to a degree of madnefs, and the fucceeding legif-
lature not only repealing the law, but erazing the
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memorials of it from their journals. How much bet-
ter would it have been, how much more honourable
to the ftate, to have liftened to the remonfrances of
the people in time. The government of Georgia is.
a fair and full rep-efentation of the people, and yet
here we find a powerful leflon againft the claim of im-
plicit confidence in the wifdom of reprefentative le-
giflatures.

But we need not look to the ftate of Georgia alone
for inftances. The conduc there differs only in de-
gree from what had previoufly taken place in other
flates. On examination it will be found, that gene-
rally where any of our governments had a fubjet of
fpeculation at their difpofal, much of it has found its
way into the hands of fuch as had the difpofal of it,
or their favourites. The land-offices of different ftates,
even Pennfylvania itfelf, may be cited in proof of this
doCrine.

Where a large territory is fubject to a reprefenta-
tive legiflature, it is fometimes very difficult to ac-
commodate general laws to the various interefts and
prepofleflions of the different parts. In this cafe, it
becomes the legiflature to prefer what is moft evident-
ly juft and pra&icable to that which refined politicians
may judge expedient. The greateft danger to repub-
lican governments arife from combinations and politi-
cal finefle. If the people have not fo much good
fenfe as to fubmit to exa®tions, or fupport meafures
that are reafonably juft and neceffary, they are not fit
for a republican government. It is of importance that
the neceflity of meafures which prefs hard on the
people fhould be evident; and generally matters of
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urgent neceflity are eafily explained to the comprehen-
fions of the people. When this is done they are ge-
nerally found willing to fubmit to any burden.

This obfervation was verified in the courfe of the
late war.  When the Congrefs-money ceafed to be a
ufeful circulating medium, the people in thofe flates,
whofe legiflatures made exertions, fubmitted to pay an
amount of taxes that will fcarcely be credited in future
time; and theydid this without giving the governments
any difficulty, until they became apprehenfive that the
fruits of their earnings went chiefly into the hands of
fpeculators. Yet in one ftate only did this promote
an infurre@ion. It is acknowledged that the oppref-
fion in Maffachufetts was exorbitant before it produ-
ced oppofition, and that the infurre®ion in that ftate
was preceded by a long courfe of complaints and evi-
dent difcontents. The legiflature removed ‘the caufés
of complaint after the oppofition was fubdued, and the
infurgents were treated with lenity. The conduc of
that flate on this trying occafion refles honour on re-
publican governme:.t; flill more happy, however,
wouid it have been, if, by giving more early relief,
the infurretion had been ‘prevented. The citizens
will bear amazing burdens in times of public emer-
gency, or for the immediate difcharge of debts con-
trated from evident neceflity ; but when once the im-
preflion of neceflity is removed from their minds, and
efpecially when the claims have become the objects of
fpeculation, the people generally have not difcernment
enough to approve even of neceflary arrangements
for the fupport of public credit. Though they have
pretty accurate ideas of juftice or equity in the abftra&,
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yet they cannot trace it through the refined mazes of
a policy neceffary for funding fyftems. Indeed, to
carry thefe {yftems to any great extent, the govern-
ment thould poffefs not only all the internal refources
of revenue without competition, but alfo all other in-
ternal governmental powers and patronage to the ut-
moft extent.

It is a do&rine now avowed in the Britith parha-
ment, ‘that when laws are enacted dangerous to the
liberty and interefls of the people, fubmiffion to them
is not a queflion of morality but of prudence. Per-
haps government fhould always ac under impreflions
of the truth of this pofition, .but the citizens fhould
examine it with the utmoft caution before they reduce
it to practice. :

We are certainly under a moral obhgatxon to pre-

. ferve our own life and the life of our neighbours.
Every inftance of actual oppofition to government, o-
bliges it to have recourfe to force and coercion for its
own prefervation, for the authority of government can-
not be diftinguithed from the government itfelf.
Though forcible oppofition has ofien been. made to
particular laws, without the remoteft intention in thofe
who oppofed the law to overturn the government, yet
it is not to be fuppofed, that thofe. who adminifter
the government will be moved to change their mea-
fures by a defiance of their power to fupport them.
Nor indeed can this be done in a republican govern-
ment, without fuch an imputation of weaknefs as will
invite to forcible oppofition from every difcontented
party. Therefore citizens who conceive themfelves
opprefled by partial laws, {hould confider, that a de-
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fiance of the power of government, by forcible op-
pofition to the authority of the laws, eventually leads to
hottility and bloodfhed, and that there is no telling
the end of thofe meafures from their beginning.
Every thing that has a tendency to agitate the public
mind to an unufual degree, ought to be avoided, be-
caufe when the mind is highly agitated with refpect
to public meafures it is too much difturbed to judge
deliberately, and is predifpofed to a& without difcre-
tion. The public mind may be agitated by thofe who
cannot dire® or controul its exertions. We are un-
der a moral obligation to refpect government, not on-
ly as a divine ordinance, but alfo as a moral compa&,
binding the people to one another for its fupport.

It is certain, however, that the government and
laws of fome countries are not worth preferving, and
even where a government is good in itfelf it may be
perverted in the adminiftration.  As it is for the pro-
moting of mutual happinefs and fecurity only that
government is valuable, therefore the power of alter-
ing or amending governments is exprefsly declared to
be in the people, who are the judges of their own
happinefs, by fome conftitutions. It is, however, ra-
dically in them, whether exprefled in a written in-
firument or not.

When the change of a government, a revolt from
it, or a temporary oppofition to its laws, fuch as the
oppofition of the colonies to the ftamp and tea a@s was,
is believed to be morally right, it is yet a matter of
the greateft delicacy, to calculate with accuracy with
refpedt to the prudence or policy of commencing the
oppofition contemplated. When the mind is highly
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agitated, it is very unfit to examine the refources to fup-
port oppofition, or to calculate with precifion the pro-
bable confequences of it. That this was the cafe jn
the late infurre@ion will appear evident in the fe-
quel. : o

But if thofe who adminifter the government at-
tempt to iffue denunciations againft the liberty of ex-
. prefling opinions of their meafures and obje@s, or to
prefcribe rules by which men muft be regulated in
exprefling their opinions, the very attempt will in-
creafe the evil it is intended to corre®. When thofe
in truft attempt to exercife authority over the difcre~
tion of the citizens, otherwife than in the unequivo-
cal language of the laws, as the attempt cannot be
fupported by coercion it will only bring the meafures
of government into comtempt, and operate as a ftimu-
lus to indifcreet cenfure. Inftances might be given
in proof of this obfervation if it were-neceffary. Can-
did inveftigations of the meafures of government have
their ufes even though they may be miftaken, and
fcurrilous writings, though they are pernicious in
themfelves, can do little harm ; they rather attach peo-
ple of difcernment more clofely to the government.
Thofe who condu@ the meafures, and difpenfe the fa-
vours of government, have generally the advantage in
new{paper writings; not only men of difcretion, who
api)rove of the meafures, will write in their favour,
but panegyrifts, fycophants, and even the greateft maf-
térs in the arts of fcurrility, will generally be found
on the fide of government in every country, whether
its meafures be good or bad. And though fome-
times indeed a Junius may ftart up on the other fide ;
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this is rare ; and the writers in favour of government
often treat refpectable citizens and the mafs of the
~people with great freedom, and generally efcape the
denunciations of thofe entrufted with the public ad-
miniftration. It is never a good omen when the mea-
fures of government are in danger of feffering by in-
veftigation. : -

The meetings which have been enumerated I
confider as lawful and harmlefs in themfelves; but
fome of their refolutions, as I have before obferved,
were cenfurable in point of difcretion. It is my
own opinion, that if they had been more generally
attended by men of difcretion, they might have been
advantageous. They were not permanent affocia-
tions.

There was, howevel , an aﬁ'ocxatlon of a more per-
manent nature commenced in the winter previous to
the infurreftion. A- great proportion of the Mingo
creek regiment of militia became members of it. It
is faid, that during jts exiftence it was frequently at-
tended by three hundred perfons. The rules of this
inftitution, and various powers which it is reported to
have exercifed, imitated the language, and affumed the -
forms of regularly conftituted authority. This affo-
ciation never was announced in the newfpapers, and
its exiftence was known to but few.

Though the whole country difapproved of the
excife, yet the people in the fettlement where this af=
fociation was formed, feem to have been more zea-
lous in their difapprobation of it than many others.
It is true, their rules did not apply particularly againft
the excife, nor contain any thing unlawful, yet the
circumftance of being affociated made them formida-
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blé in what they undertook and encouraged them to
tindeitake what they otherwife would hot have done as
individuals.

It is.in this that the difference between occafional
fociéties and permanent affociations confift. In Maf-
fachafetts;, where the people of every town is incor-
porated into a permanent affociation, when they un-
dertake any thing; eitlier good or bad, they aQ with
greater vigour. By this means it was that they made
fuch glorious exertions at the commencement of the
revolution, and by the fame means alfo the infurrec-
tion in that ftate became fo formidable, and was con-
dudled with fo much fyftem:

It has been generally faid, that one objed of their
affociation was to prevent people from committing
outrages on excifemen. This might have been the
objet of a number of thé affociates, and it might
have produced this effe® for formé time. Perhaps it
was owing to this that’ general Nevil was fiot attacked
at his own houfe foomer, for undoubtedly there was
greater refentment againft him than any of his depu-
ties, for reafons that I fhall mention in the fequel ;
and it does appear that defigns were ertertained a-
gainft him by fome of the affociates previous to the
attack on his houfe. This affociation was the more
dangerous that it was fecret. And though, as has
been obferved, it was not altively conceined in many
of the outrages preceding the infurreftion, yet vari=
ous concurring circumftances render it more than
probable, that that unfortunate event was principally
to be afcribed to jts inftrumentality.

. G )
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CHAP V

THE firft altual outrage was committed
in September 17g1, 6n 2 Robert Johnfon, colle@tot
of excife for Walhington and Allegany counties, by 2

-party of armed men difguifed. The attack was made
on him near Pigeon creek. After cuttibg his hair,
they tarred and feathered him, and .in this fituation
compelled him to walk fome diftance.

The next a& of violence was cominitted ‘on a fan

- of the name of Wilfon, who was in fome meafure

difordered in his intelle&s, and affeéted to be, perhaps
thought he was, an excife-man, and was making en-
quiry for diftillers. He was purfued by a party, ta-
ken out of his bed, and carried feveral miles to =z
fmith’s fhop ; there they firiped off his cloaths and
burnt them, and burning him in feveral places with

a hot iron, they tarred and feathered, and in that fi-

tuation difmifled, him. . '
Not long after this, one R'ofsbe‘r’ry fuffered the
punithment of tarring and’ feathering for advocating
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the excife law. An armed banditti feized and car-
ried off two perfons who were witneffes in the cafe of
Wilfon, who had been abufed by the rioters. A for-
midable attempt wag made to feize the infpector him-
felf in Wafhington town, where he was expecied, by
 numerous party difguifed. He had been apprifed
of their coming, and did not attend at the office. In
Auguft 1792, capt. Faulkner, who had let his houfe
to the infpe@or to hold his office in, was attacked on
the road by a perfon with 3 drawn knife, apd threat-
ened that his houfe fhould be burned for permitting .
an office of infpe®ion to be held in it. He efcaped,
on giving a promife to prevent the further ufe of his
houfe for an office, and accordingly gave public no-
tice in the newfpape,rs, that the office fhould be no
longerkept in his houfe.

In April 1793, an armed party attacked the houfe
of Wells, whofe refidenge is in Fayette county, but
did not find him at home. They broke open the
houfe and threatened the family. On the 22d of No-
vember following, the houfe of Wells was attacked a~
gain, in the night. They then obliged him to fur-
render his commiffion and hooks, and required him
o publith a refignation of his office, within two weeks,
in the newfpapers, on pain of having his houfe
burped.

James Kiddoe and William Cqughran, who had
entered their ftills, were firft threatened, and after-
wards attacked. Some pieces of the grift-mill of the
former were carued away, and the ftill of the latter
_was deftroyed, his faw-mill rendered ufelefs, and his
grift-mill materially injured; and he was ordered to
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pubh{h what he had fuffered in the thtfburgh Ga-
zette.

An armed party in difguife, attacked and broke
into the houfe of John Lynn,; where the office was
kept, and after prevailing on him to come down ftairs,
they tied and threatened to hang him ; then took him
to the woods, cut off his hair, tarred and feathered
hlm, and fwore him mnever to dlfclofe their names,
or permit an excife office to be held in his houfe; and
binding him to a tree, left him in that fituation till
morning, when he extricated himfelf. Thefe out-
rages all happened fouth of the Monongahela.

In june 1794, Wells, the colleétor for Weftmore-
land and Favette counties, opened his ofﬁce, at the hpufe
of a certain Philip Regan in Weftmoreland county.
The houfe was at different times attacked by armed,
men in the night, who frequently fired on it; but
they were always rePulfed bv P. Regan and Wells
the younger.

I have taken this enumeration from the fecreta-
ry’s Teport. H‘owever, I hiave paffed one inftance
mentioned by him, viz. that Wells the collector was
mJurlou{Iy treated at Greenfbu,xgh in Weftmoreland,
in 1792. I pafled it, becaufe I was convinced it was
without foupdation. On the moft minute enqu:ry,
I have not found the {malleft trace of any injury or in-
fult that he received there, nay, he got "affurances
that none in the town would injure him. He was
told indeed, in friendly converfation, that they could
not undertake for other parts of the county, and that
“fince no perfon in the county would accept of the of-
fice, he might conclude that his holding it'there would
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"mot be acceptable. Though the man’s perfon was
little known in that county, yet few were ftrangers to
his perfonal charafter previous to his obtammg the
office.

The account of his being ill treated at Green{-
burgh, is conne@ed by the fecretary with a fimilar af-
fertion refpecting the treatment he received at Union
Town, in Fayette county. This, however, alfo ap-
pears to have but little foundation. On the firft day
" appointed for entering the ftills, 2 number of diftil-
lers attended ; but the colleGor did not appear. On
the fecond day, for he was ta have attended one day
in the week a greater number of diftillers appearcd
but the colle®or was not to be found, though called
and diligent enquiry made for him. He was known
to be a timid man, and very probably was afraid of
their numbers, and this might have been the reafon
‘why a greater number attended the fecond day; but
‘they were neither armed with weapons nor threats.
When he undenook the office he ought to have dif-
covered more boldngfs and lefs apprehenflon. This
condud invited to further infults. Iam perfuaded,
that at this time no Plan for attacking or mal-treating
excxfe-men had been concerted or matured by the
~ diftillers.

~ When either public or private trufts are under~
taken by men who diflike the bufinefs themfelves, they
cannot be expected to difcharge it with energy. To
obtain the compenfation will be their principal aim,
and all their efforts will be direCled to that object.
It will be the fame with fuch as poffefs neither prin-
Clple nor fenfe of honour, and fuch may be expe&ed
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to obtain offices where the field for felettion is very
much narrowed. How far this obfervation will ap=
ply to the cafe of the excife officers in the weftern
counties, will be feen in its proper place

In two inflances, the barns of perfons who had
.given ipformation againft offenders, &c. in Allegany .
county, were burnt, probably by the offenders them-
felves, though. this could not be proved. Some o-
ther injuries were committed, and threats were pub-
lithed in the newfpapers, under the fignature of Tom
the Tinker. Thefe threats, contained in letters fign-
ed by Tom the Tinker, were direcled to certain per-
fons, with exprefs orders to have them publifhed ;
and -the editor of the Pittfburgh Gazette did not think
it prudent to refufe to admit them. ] cannot give.
a better account of the famous fignature of Tom Tin-
ker, which figured fo highly about this tine, than by
adopting the werds of Mr. Brackenridge on that fub-
ject.
! “ A term had come into popular ufe before this
“time, to defignate the oppofition to the excife law ;
¢ it was that of Tom the Tinker. It was not given,
“ as the appellation of whig originally was, as a term
* of reproach for adveifaries ; but alumed by the peo-
* ple who were aQive in fome of the mafked riots,
« which took place at an early period. A certain John
-+« Holcroft was thought to have made the firft applica-~
¢« tion of it. It was at the time of the mafked at-
* tack on a certain William Coughran, who rendered
« himfelf obnoxious by the entry of his flills; and the
+« menders, of courfe, muft be tinkers, and the hame,’
« colle¢tively, became Tom the Tinker. Advertife-
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“ ments were put up ofi the trees, and in the high
* ways, or in other confpicuous places, under the fig
* nature of Tom the Tinker, threatening individu-
“als, or admonithing them in meafures with regard
“ to the excife law.” Incidents, page 79.

It afterwards appedred that they did not originate
with Holcroft, though the inventor of them has never
been difcovered ; thele lettets were only made ufe of in
the fettlements adjacent to the Monongahela, till after
the infurre@ion broke out. Then however, they were

ent to diftant places..

In the latter end of 1793 and the beginning of
1794, there appeared to be a very general with among
the diftillers, and other people of refl=ion, that the
ftills fhould be entered,and a general fubmiffion to the
law enforced. They were convinced, that the deful+
tory, outrageous, and incendiary oppofiticn that was
given to the. execution of the law, was likely to intro-
duce a very bad ftate of fociety. 'That it was putting -
it in the power of bad men, emboldened by the ha-
bit of commirting daring outrages, to difturb the peace
of fociety, and to render the enjoyment of life and
property infecure. They knew that though the pre--
fent outrages were only direfted againft thre executionr
of the excife law, if thefe efcaped with impunity, the
execution of everv other law might fhare the Tame
fate in its turn. The demand for whifkey for the
fupply of the army put it in the power cf the diftillers
to procure cath for the payment of the excife tax, and
the contraClor confining his purclafes to fpirits on
which the excife had been paid, gave a pewerful in-
ducement to a compllance with the law.
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With a view to promote this compliance, a niim<
ber.of the moft influential perfons including a numbe¥
of the moft refpeftable diftillers, agreed to promete
fubmiffion to the excife laws, od condition that a total
change was made in the officers, and fuch mi=n put into’
office as the people could confide in ; they alfo expreﬁed
their willingnefs to recommend fuch chara@ers and
render themfelves refponfible for their fidelity.  This
agreement was entered into at the court of Fayette
Countyi ‘in the winter or {pring previous to the infur-
rection. I had the firft information of it from Jamegh
Rofs, Esq. fenater of the United States, who had been
prefent aud contributed té this agreement, before he
cameé to the fenaté in April 17¢g4. I afked him how
far the change of the officers was intended to go, and
if they were comnfident they could precure good men
to accept of the offices. He told me the change was

" intended to go to all the officers of thé furvey, and that
they were confident of béing able to procure fuch as
would faithfully difcharge the duties of the refpe@tive
offices, and enjoy the confidencé of the people, and
he afked me. if I could recommend fuch for Weftmore-
Iand county. I told Him that having been long
from home, and having no oppértunity of confulting,
1 could not tecommend : That if I did recommend a
good man without knowing whethér he would ferve or
not, and he declined it, it would rénder it more dif-
ficult to get another to accept of it. I had experi-
énced this inconveniency under the ftate excife.

This difpofition coming to the knowledge of thefe
who were obflinate and undifcerning, and who had
ilready committed exceffes, they became more out-,

-
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tigesus, proceeded to frelh:ad@s of violence; and ex-
pretled as great a degree of refentment againft thofe
whocomplied with the law asthey didagainftthe officers
who ated under it.  The exertions of thofe who op-
pofed the law being the refult of an infatuated ftate of
mind and a miftaken zeal were vigorous, and being
condu@ed in a clandeftine manner, there could be no
defence againft their effects ; this encreafed the difpo-
fition of difcreet men to fubmit, butit deterred them
from aQually entering their ftills. They were furpnzed
that nocoercive exertions were made by the federal ju-
diciary in fupport of the law, and thofe who complied
with the duties it required. About that time I received
letters from different diftillers near Loyalhanna in
Weftmoreland county, requefting my opinion both as
to their beft mode of proceeding, and whether govern-
ment was likely to make any exertion to put the law in
execution,and protect thofe whowere willing to fubmit ;
for though there had béen no riots in that part of "the
country, neitherhad there beenany office of infpettion,
nor entries of ftills; but they had heard of thetreatment
thofe had met with who entered them in cther counties,
and did not know but they might be treated in the fame .
manner. I informed them that it was their duty to
enter their flills whether they ufed them or not, that
there was no ground to expect that the law would be
either repealed, or altered in that refped, during (hat
feficrigef Congrefs, but referred to themfelves to judge
of the fafety of their perfons or property. I had fuf-
pected mo danger of that kind inthat part of the coun-’
try when I left home. With refpec to the opportu-
nity of entering, that laying with the infpecor;. I’

H
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could tell nothing about -it. Some of thofe in the
mean time, compounding. privately for the excife in
Pittfburgh, fold their liquor to the contra&ors. They
would have much rather entered their ftills; but even
felling their liquoss to the contrattors raifed fufpicions
againft them, and eoccafioned threats from a diftance
and refentment from fome of their neighbours, and
rendered it neceflary for them. to temporize, during
the troubles that followed, more than they -otherwife
would have done. The new alterations in the ex-
cife law were not enaced till fome time in the month
of June, and could not be known at that diftance till
after that month was expired.

From the relation already given, it is evident, that
an oppofition to, or non-compliance with, the execution
of the excife law, had exifted in the weftern counties of
Pennfylvania, for the fpace of three years ; or, to ufe the
expreflions of the fecretary of the treafury, ** The op-
¢ pofition to thofe laws in the four weflern counties
“ of Pennfylvania, was as early as they were known
“ to have paffed. It has continued, with different-
** degrees of violence in the different counties, and
* at different periods.—But Wafhington has uni-
** formly diftinguifhed its refiftance, by a more excef-
“ five {pirit than has appeared in the other counties, °
“ and feems to have been chiefly inftrumental in kin-
¢ dling, and keeping alive the flame.”

There might be fome difference of opini®n be~
tween the fecretary and others, about the inftances
that are entitled to the term cppofition. Perhaps,
circulatian of opinion, or declaration of fentiments,
and every lawful means of promoting remonfirances
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againft it, or petitions for its repeal, or even refolv-

ing to ceafe from diftilling, if that had been done,
might be better expreflfed by the term difapprobation.
But not to contend about this, it will be admitted,
that the attack on Robert Johnfon, on the 6th of Sep-
tember 1791, and all the fubfequent alls of violence,
were alls of oppofition to that law, and were fo many
defiances to the power of the judicial authority of the
United States. Various and flagrant inftances of op-
pofition I have already recited, till I have brought
the narrative to the avenue of that crifis, when the
oppofition burft forth with an explofion, that, as has
been faid by refpectable authonty, ‘elecirified the
whole United States. It remains to be enquired, what
‘means the refponfible head of the executive depart-
ment exerted, to coerce this oppoﬁuon, and to prevent
ats more general fpread .
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C H.A P. VL

THE ﬁrﬁ mﬁance 1hat we ﬁnd of 6o
grcion having been attempted was the fending Jofeph
FOX, deputy mar{hal to ferve procefles ifued by the
diftri& court againft the perfons concerned in the
xiot on Johnfon. He went to the iafpc&or, and on
his advice returned home again without going to the
proper place, or _attempt,ing to ferve the writs; but
with the infpeQtor’s advice alfo, he fent the procefles
under cover as private letters, by a poor fimple man,
who had been ufually employed in driving cat-
tle, &c. If the infpe@or could have contrived a
furer method to degrade the government in the
giteem of the rioters, and invite infults, it is beyond
my comprehenﬁon, and unhappily the poor man,
who was ignorant of what he was doing, was the vic-
tim of this injudicious plan,

What better could the infpector expe@. If the
people were well difpofed where the procefs was to be
ferved, why difcourage the deputy marfhal from go-
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ing forward? If they were not ‘well difpofed, why
fend a poor creature who, not knowing what he deli-
. vered, could not give teftimony of his having ferved
the proceffes? Would not this contemptible method of
ferving procefles irritate even a well difpofed man on
whom it was ferved? Theauthority of acomrhiffionfrom - -
government, and the refpe@ability attached thereby to
the perfon that bears it, generally procures a degree of
reverence to an officer of juftice. The {heriff or con-
ftable will be refpeGted when the officious bum will pro- .
bably be well flogged, but in this inftance the poor
man was taken for a bum and treated accordingly,
without knowing the nature of the fervice he was em-
ployed about. He was feized, whipped, tarred and
feathered, and it is faid that his money was taken from
him, and finally, being blindfolded, he was tied in the
woods, and remained in that fituation for five hours.

No farther exertion was made on the part of go-
verniment till the fall of the year 1792, that the fupervi-
for of the revenue was fent ‘‘to afcertain the real flate
of the furvey, to obtain evidence of the perfoms whe
were concerned in Faulkner's cafe, and of thofe who
compofed the meeting at Pittfburgh, to-uphold the
confidence and encourage the perfeverance of the of-
ficers aQing under the law, and to induce if poffiblé
the inhabitants of that part of the furvey, which appear-
ed leaft difinclined, to come voluntatily into the mea-
fure, by arguments addrefled to their fenfe of duty,
and exhibiting the eventual dangers and mifchiefs of
refiftance.” :

I with for the fuke of the perfonal refpe® I have
long entertained for the f{upervifor of the r:vénue,
and his family, that he had not introduced his journey
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to Pittfburgh, and put me to the difagreeable neceflity
of animadverting on it. Were I indeed torelate itin
_ the manner I have heard it defcribed, the reader would
* be induced to think it a romance rather than a real na-
rative. It is fufficient for my purpofe to ftate that he -
went to Pittfburgh in the moft clandeftine manner
poffible, confined himfelf within a very narrow circle

“of the citizens while he remained there, refufedto go

to Wathington town, though he was warmly folicited ’
to go there and affured of fafety, and though it was in
that county that the offence was committed, to prepare
for the profecution of which was the principal object
of his miffion, and where only evidence was to be pro- -
cured. Staying but a few days at Pitt{burgh, he return-
ed to Philadelphia with the rapidity of a poft rider,
accompanied by a military guard through the moft
Ppeaceable part of ghe country, where there were many
refpetable citizens with whom he was well acquainted,
-and others who would have been glad to have feen him,
and would have thought i ita pleafure to do him any rea-
{fonable fervice.

Not.contented with difcovering this total want of
confidence in the moft difcreet people of that country,
when he returned to Philadelphia he made an unpro--
. voked attack in the news-papers on the magiftrases,
clergy, and all the other inhabitants of the whole
weftern counties ; I fay unprovoked ; for though alu-
dicrous account of his journey had been publithed i in
the Pitt{burgh gazette and republifhed in Philadelphia,
yet if it was a crime itcould not beafcrjbed to the peo-
ple whofe charafler he traduced, for few of them knew
he had been up till they. heard of his being gone again.
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Though I refide within two miles of the greatroad, by
which he returned, the firft information I had of his
having been up was from that very publication in the
gazette. If I had known he had been there I would un~
doubtedly have waited on him, and invited him to my
houfe ; there were others who would have done fo as
well as me. , ' . -

There had been no infult offered or injury done to

any excife officer, nor aCtual oppofition given to the

" execution of the law in all the country through which -
he paffed and repatled, and at that time the diftillers

.there generally would have been eafily induced to have

complied with the law; but the fupervifor’s conduét

went far to fupprefs the growing difpofition towards

cempliance, which even the fecretary himfelf acknow-

ledges to have exifted at that time. He indeed pro- -
cured evidence againft two men for being concerned

in the riot at Faulkner’s, but the evidence was falfe.
The two men were not only innocent but meritorious,

and the proofs of their innncence were fo decifive as

not toleave theleaft doubt rema?nin.g ; therefore though

a bill had been found at the diftri& court, in confe-

quence of the perjury, the profecution was difconti-

nued. ' '

The witnefs was a recruit, and a®that time an hoftler
of Capt. Faulkner’s. I know nothing of his charaler ;-
but I have futhcient reafon to prefume that Capt.
Faulkner’s own teftimany would condemn no perfon
before a court of juftice where his charaQer was known.
I never knew who it was that fuborned the witnefs
to fwear againft Mefs. Kerr and Beer, tut I am per-
fuaded the fupervifor’s moral principles were too good
to permit him to be knowingly concerned init. AJ)
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the information the fecretary is pleafed to communi-
cate on this, is, that there was a miftake in the perions ;
fortunateiy the miftake-operated againft perfons whofe
chara@er and fituation protefted them from falling
vitims to the moft grofs and flagrant depravity. It
might have been otherwife with perfons equally inno-
cent.

We are further informed that teftimony was pro-
cured by him of the perfons who compofed the
Pittfburgh Committee, and in a letter of the fecre-
tary to the governor, he fays that Mr. Gallatin was one
of them ; this isalfo a miftake, for Gallatin and myfelf
were both attending the General Aflembly of the ftate
in Philadelphia at the time of the Pit{burgh Com-
mittee.

Thefe proceedings encouraged thofe who were
difpofed to oppofe the execution of she excife law,
to exult in the weaknefs of the adminiftration of the
revenue, and confirmed their belief, that a law which
could not be executed would be repealed. When the
head officer of the Diftri® was afhamed to appear in
defence of it, people who knew there was no danger
did not afcribe his behaviour to fear, even thofe who
were convinced of the neceflity of fubmifion and
would otherwife hav‘contnbuted to promoteit, thought
it prudent to be filent.

* From this time the number and boldrefs of thofe,
who violently oppofed the law, and maltreated the
~ officers who executed it and the citizens who compli-
ed with it, vifibly encreafed. It was not till after this
that perfons were put in jeopardy for entering their-
fills ; and the fecretary acknowledges that the laws

a
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appeared during 1793 to be gaining ground, that feve<
ral principaldiftillerswho formerly held out had compli-
ed, and that others difcovered a difpofition to comply,
which was only reftrained by the fear of violence. I
will add that as far as I was acquainted with the dif-
tillers, the compliance wouldhave been general, if ade-
quate pirotection had been afforded by government.

It was not however an expenfive proteQtion that
was defired or neceflary. The prefence and authority
of a court of juftice would have anfwered every ne--
ceffary purpofe, aud lefs would not do. The necefi-
ty of a federal court goinginto that country;, or of com-
petent powersbeing vefled inthe ftate courts, had been
fuggefted to the Prefident, and urged on the fecretary of
the treafury, who at that time was not only the ref-
ponfible head of the revenue department, but whoalfo.
at that time originated the revenue laws, as well as
directed the arrangements for the execution of them.

- On afull convi&tion of the propriety of this mea-

fure, Congrefs in March 1793 enafted a law to enable
the federal judiciary to hold fpecial feflions nearer the
place where crimes were committed, than thofe to
which the feffions of the circuit courthad been fixed by
law.  Thofe who anxioufly withed to fee the dignity
and authority of the laws fupported, expeCted that a
fpecial feffion would bave been held in the weftern
counties with all convenient f{peed. If this had
been done, I am certain there would have been no
Infurre@ion. ' ‘

But far from applying this cheap, rational and
efficacious remedy, the diforderswere permitted o go
on and encreafe till July 1794. Previous to this how-

I
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ever, on the fifthof June, authority was velted in the
flate courts to try caufes arifing under the revenu&
laws. Though this impottant improvement in the
laws was too long deldyed, vet if it kad been fairly
exercifed, even at this late period, eXtraor'dinary’ exer<
ticns would have been unneceffary, but thefe ordina~
ry and falutary methods of preventing the =vil appear
never to have Been ferioufly defigned.

Previous to thie neceffary powers being vefled id
the ftate courts, procefles had privately iffued out of the
diftri& court at Philadelphia, but the execution of '
them was delayed till July following, when the mar-
fhal was fent to the wefternt counties to ferve the pré-
ceffes in the midft of thehurry of harveft, when men’s
minds are agitated witll unufual care and their bodiés
with vigorous exertions, and when to the heat of the
feafon and the competition of labour is generally added
the ftimulus of ardent fpirits. At this unfortunate’
period the marfhal arrived and ferved the proceffes,
which required the diftillers to appear at the diftrict
court in Phuladelphla I do not mean thatpeople drink
more ardent fpirits in harveft in this coutry, than in
other places, where there is no other fubftitute. Itis
drunk on théfe occafions in as great quantities on the
eaft fide of the mountains as it is on the weft.”

He ferved all the proceffes that were direted to the
diftillers of Favette County, thirty four in number,
without lmé'rruption, and had been equally fuccefsful
in ferving all thofe in Wathington County, till the
very lalt writ, when hte anfortinately Went into "Pittf-
busrgh.
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Before I proceed further it is proper to remark, that
during the firft two years the number who committed
infrattions on the iaws were comparatively firall and
confined to but a few places, that in the laft year as
the difpofition among the diftillers to compiy with the
law became more evident, the oppofition to it became
mareviolent, and was carried on 1n otherand more alar~
ming methods, that during this period the treafury.
department either wholly neglected it or tampered
with it, in fuch a manner as was only calculated to
encourage the oppofition and difcourage every exer-
tion of well difpofed citizens to fupport the law. Itis
an undoubted fact that the manner in which the execu-
tion of the law was conducted, while it invited oppo-
fition gave alarming gpprehenfions 1o men of difcern-
ment ; for, they could not otherwife account for it
than by {uppofing, that the diforders were defignedly
foflered until they would produce a more ferious 1ffue.
Many of them knew that he who ftoed at the helm of
the revenue department had no averfion to being em-
ployed as a pilot ina ftorm. When the whole method
of condudling the coercion of the laws, both as to time
and manner, is compared with the crifis produced by
it, and the fubfequeut proceedings relative to that cri-
fis, are taken into confideration and judxciouﬂy exami-
ned, the candid reader will be the better qualified to
judge of the reafonablenefs of thefe apprehenfions.

It is true the fecretary afligns fome reafons in his
report for this negligence, but they are not found, they
are indeed fcarcely plauﬁlbl‘e. Dld the layys gt\'e him
any more power to difpenfe with the applicatien of
{heir coercive powers, than it did to the people in
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their non-compliance.  The conftitution hasindeedvefs
ted the humane and falutary power of pardoning in
the Prefident, but has not vefted the power of gran-
ting impunity in the commiffion of crimes, uor of dif-
penfing with the execution of the laws in the fecretary.
That impunity, which evidently contributes to pro-
‘mote oppoﬁtton to the laws, and increafe the number
endthe crimes of offenders, is undefchmg of the name
of lenity. Itis aref;ucment in cruelty.
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C H AP VI

W HEN the infpe@or came to Pittf-
burgh, he exprefled his furprife and fatisfa&ion that
he had fucceeded in ferving the procefles without
meeting with either injury or infult: what a pity it
was that he delayed to ferve the laft one? Some who
were prefent when he expreﬂ'ed furprife at his fuccefs,
were equally furprifed that he fhould have expe@ed
any oppofition. However, a too fuccefsful method
was foon found to promote oppofition and excite out-
zage, I do not fay with defign.

The next day, in company with the infpeQor, he
went to Jerve the laft writ on a diftiller named Miller,
near Peter’s creek.” On leaving the place, a number
of men were obferved as if in purfuit of them and
one gun was difcharged ; not, however, it is believed,
with a defign to do execution. Itis well known that,
if the defign had been t> fhoot one, or either of them,
they could not have efcaped from {o many men, few
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~ of whom I fuppofe would have miffed their aim at g
pigeon or the head of a fquirrel. Appearing, however,
to be in bad humour, the marfhal apd infpeCtor rode
off-

It is ufual inthat, and perhaps in every other,
country, where day labourers are fcarce, for the neigh-
pours mutually to affift each other as their grain be-
~ fomes ripe, and this being the throng time of harveft
will eafily account for fo many people being together
25 has been reprcfcnted ; the number has been dif,
ferently flated, fome accouats making it only ten,
while others have extended it as high as thirty.

The marfhal behaved well, and would have been
finally fuccefsful, if he had finifhed ferving the writ
before he called ou the infpector. 1 have never heard
a reafon affigned for his ftopping fhort, and going to
Pittfburgh, before he completed the bulnefs ; or, for
his bringing the infpe@or with hiin. The infpectop
knew there were defigns againft himfelf, arid he had
procured arms, and otherwife prepared his houfe for
an expe@ed attack.  He ought not to have involved
the marfhal in the fame rifk with. himfelf, and the
marfhal ought to have confidered that, however un-
reafonable the diftinQion is, the people in Europe as
well as here, have always made a great difference be-
tween an officer of excife and the officer of a court of
Juﬁlce The lat {eems, as if he fhared in the folemn
refpe&abxhty of the Judlcmry, and the firft, as if he

artook of the odium of the tax, the collecting of
which he fupenntends

The people of Wathington and Allegany counties,
have been charged with a capricious inconfiftency of
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charater. They have complained of perfons of bad
character being appointed for colleCors of the excife
tax, and were oftended at general Nevil accepting of
the office of infpeftor, whofe popularity of charader
was acknowledged by themfelves. This paradox, how- -
ever, may be explained. '

During the continuance of the ftate escife generat
Nevil was one of the greateft declaimers againft it, and
of the moft open encouragers of oppofition to it.
When Graham, the ftaie excife-man was thaved, .had
his hair cut, and expelled from the county, if he did
not patroniZe that cutrage he openly approved of it;
and faid they did not ufe the rafcal half as bad as he
deferved. Im the affenbly of the ftate, which preceded.
that which fzt when the excife law was enadted by Con-
grefs, he voted againft the repeal of thé flate dire&
tax in order to make way for repealing the ftate excife.
In the fubfequent affembly he voted for the refolutions
againft the paffage of the excife law then before Con-
grefs. He and I fat and voted together {or them, and
we had always agreed in our principles refpe@ing ex-
cifes, though I never agreed with him in opinion that
the excife officers ought to be ill-treated.

It was but a few days after he voted for the refolu-
tions cenfuring the law, that he himfelf accepted of
the office of infpector of that very furvey, in which he
h:d difiinguifhed himfelf for his oppot:tion to the col-
lecting of the ftate excife. The people wete the
moreirriiated againft him, on being informed that-when
he was told that he would forfeit the good opinion of
his neighbours, from whofe gocd will he had held any
office which he chole, and which they had in their
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power to beftow, anfwered he did not Tegard their-
‘good will, he had got an independent falary of 6oo
ayear; I fuppofe be meant Dollars, but it paffed
among the people for pounds. I for fome time
thought the whole ftory fabricated in order to excite
more effeually the popular odium againft him, but
1 was afterwards informed of it by authority, too fub-
ftantial to leave room for doubt, and too well difpofed
to admit a fufpicion of defign. ;

The authority of the law, and the diftates of cool
philofophy will not admit. of the people connedling
their fubmiffion to the law with their refpe& for the
man. But we muft in our dealings with men, takehu-
man nature as it is, and admit that prejudice and paf=
fion will have their fway, in direfting the conduét of-
the great mafs of mankind. All are net lawyers, all
are not philofophers, nor do lawyers and philofophers
always regulate their conduct by their own precepts.

They looked on the infpeQtor as giving up his
principles for a bribe, and bartering the confidence
they had in him for money, and were the more irrita~
ted at his {peaking fo centemptuoufly of their good opi-
nion, which he had been formerly fo folicitous to ob-
tain. There is alfo a great averfion among the mafs of
the people to falary officers. This has even difcove- -
red itfelf againfi the connty judges, though their fa-
lasies are but moderate.

‘T'he infpedor was certainly early fenfible -of his
lofs of popularity. I obferved it when he came to
Philadelphia, the firft winter after he had aceepted of
the office. When I caiied to fee him at his lodgings, he
told me with joy that he had lodged in Greernfburgh
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all-night and been well treated. 1 expreffed my fur-
prife that he thould have any other exPeé’tatlons He
anfwered thathe had hefitated greatly about venturmg

intoit, but not finding any convenient road fo pafs
it he had finally determmed to go in. I have ot

there, or any other plat.e at that time. Certainly if we
are it the way of our diity we ought to difcover con-
fidence. Caufelefs fears invite infult.

The {fecretary afferts that Wathington County
has uniformly diftingnifhed its refiftance ty a more
exceffive fpirit, than has appeared in the other coun-
ties, anid feems to have been chiefly inftrumental in
kindling and keeping alive the flame. This charac-
ter is admittéd to be wellfounded. That part of it which
laysadjacent tothe Monongahelaand contiguoustogene-
tal Nevil’s refidence has been called thecenter of oppo-
fition, and was undoubtedly the cradle of the
infurreCtion.  As. their charafler is equally good with
thofe of other paris of the weftern counties, the only
reafon I have heard affigned for their diftinguifhing
themfelves in this manner was their refentment
of general Nevil's condu@. It was with thefe very
people he had formerly enjoyed that popularity,
which brought him into the fupreme executive council,
the Convention, and frequently into the Affembly
‘of the ftate for Wafhington County, before that partof
it where he refides was included in Allegany county,
and it was to that part of Allegany, which was taken
from Wafhington, to whichthe violencescommitted in
it. were confined.

K
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~ The commiftee of- conferees. who met with.the
Prefident’s commiffioners at Pitt{burgh, of whom we
* fhall hear further prefently, ftated this prejudice again
the officer, as a caufe of the oppofition, and the de-
claration that Miller made of his own feelings is a proof
that refentment prevailed over every other confi-
deration.  Ttis afferted that he faid that he felt him-
felf mad with paffion, that he thought having to pay
250 Dollars and attend the court of Philadelphia would
ruin him : That he felt his blood boil at feeing general
Nevil along to pilot the officer to his very door: That
he had beer: as much againft the excife law asany body,
when old Grabam, the excife man was feized, had his
hair cut, &c. he had heard general Nevil fay ihey ought
to have cut the ears of the old. rafcal, and when the
diftillers were fined he talked as much againft it as any
body, and thofe feelings were not peculiar to him

alone, th=v were general in that part of the country.
I wouid wiliing.y have avoided this digreffion if I
could bave done juftice tothe caufe without it, but as
I nderiake to develope the caufes which promoted,
anl:he circumian es which characterifed, the firft po-
‘puiar tumuits which aiarmed and threatened toconvulfe
the woft extenlive federal republic on which the fun
ha e -er thone, and which o~cafioned the equipment
and tarching of the firft formidable militia army raif-
.ed u: der the federal goverr ment, and the firft inftance
of brother being calied to fight with brothey, or of
‘ot an army of 15,000 men being marghed%rom two
"to four hnndred miles, in order to affift the marihal of
the di.rict to felze and tranfport a few perfons
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to 2 prifon, in order to ftand a trial above three hun-
dred miles from their place of refidence ; every flep
taken in this important crifis will be of importance to
pofterity, and improved by them either as precedents
to be imitated or miftakes to be avoided. / The firft
caufes which have led to, or impelled, the moft alarm-
ing events in fociety, have too generaliy been over-
looked in hiftory. Thefe, however, are of the great-
eft importance to be knovgn, becaufe ‘l_)y an early at-
tention to them great. mifchiefs might be preveuted at
3 fmall expence. ’

L
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€ H AP VIL

T HE marfhal returned from Miller’s
te Pittfburgh, and the infpeQor went to his own houfe
fome miles diftant from Miller's. Onthe fame day the
Mingo creek regiment rendezvoufed in order to fortn
a fele@® corps of militia, as their quota of the 80,000
men required by Congrefs. In the evening before
they parted, they received information of the infpec-
tor having been with the marthal at Miller’s ferving
writs, and of his having been chafed away from there.
Early next morning John Holcroft, the reputed author
of Tom Tinker's letters, and about thirty-fix others,
moft of whom had been at the militia rendezvous,
with arms in their hands, appeared at-the houfe of the
infpeQtor; on being afked by him what their bufinefs
was, and anfwering in a fufpicious manner, they were,
without further provocation, fired on from the houfe,
aud after réturning the fire, they were fired on by the
negroés from the adjoining buildings. Being thus un-
_ echQedly attacked in flank they retired, having fix
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wonnded, one of them mortally; the infpector’s fa-
mily received no injury ; he had been cpprifed, fome+
time before the arrival of the marfhal, of an attack -
being meditated againft him by fome members of the
Mingo creek affociation, and prepared to repel it by
fetting thick plank againft the windows, and by pro-
curmg a fufficient number of arms to put the negroes
in a flate of defence. This was not known to the
affailants, : :

Some of the circumftances relating to this tranfac-'
tion, have been differently ftated, by the late fecretary
and others, The number of the rioters has been
called about one hundred, and they are charged with
having commenced the attack. They did not, how-
ever, exceed thirty-fix and it has been proved on oath.
before the circuit court, that the infpector began the
attack before any outrage had been attempted by Hol-
croft’s party. - No doubt he had reafon to fufpe that
their defign was to compel him to furrender his papers
and refign his commiffion. He had been warned of
fuch a defign, and it was probably only accelerated by
his affilting at ferving the writs, and perhaps condu&-
ed by other hands.. Unfortunately, however, it did:
not end here. That refentment which formerly dif~
govered itfelf by cafual excefles in which comparatively.
few were engaged, and thofe few generally perfons of
violent paffions and little difcreticn, now affumed the
tone of unrefle€ling madnefs, and drew into its vortex -
many perfons of good morals, and who ufually difco-~
yered a' refpectable meafure cf difcreticn inall thezr
dgalmgs as men apd cmzens. , o
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By the mortification of the defeat, and by the flanie
of refentment kindled by one of Holcroft's party being’
killed, and {fo many wounded, all -regard for confe«
quences was fwallowed up by the paffions of the mo-
raént, and uncommon exertions were made that night te
prepare for accomplifhing their obje@ next day.  The:
vicinity of the Mingo creek aflociation which included &
large proportion of that regiment, contributed greatly
to their fuccefs; by means of that affociation they
were prepared like a-difciplinéd . -phalanx to a&
. with vigour agreeably to whatever dire@tion they took,
and were as a centre for others to rally round. Itis -
generally agreed that next morning not lefs than 500
men moftly armed, ' rendezvoufed at Couche’s fort,
3 few miles from the infpeitor’s houfe. Many at-
tended folely becaufe they had not ﬁrmnefs fuficient.
to refufe.

While they were deliberating what was beft to be
done, the reverend Mr. Clark, a venerable and very
old clergyman, expoftulated with them on the impro~
priety of their enterprife, and ufed his' utmoft endea-
vours to difluade them from it ; but they confidered his
fentiments to proceed from the cold caution and timi-
dity naturally attendant onextremeage ; and looking on,
him, perhaps, to be in his dotage, and unfit toadvife in. -
affairs not fuited to his time of life, they unfortu-.
nately defpifed his counfel, and fuffered themfelves to
be carried on by the hurricane of their irritated and
blind paflions.

From Couche’s fort they marched to the infpe@or’s
houfe. They eleCted a committee of three to fuper.
intend the enterprife ; the committee appointed ma-
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jor M* Farlane tocommand the party, fubje® however
to its dire@ion. The orders were to demand and
ebtain the infpe@or’s commiflion and papers, and
-to offer no violence to his perfon, family or property,
farther than would be abfolutely neceflary for accom»
plithing this obje@®. The horfes were left undera
guard in the woods, and the committee took their feat
on an eminence at fome diftance from the infpeGtor’s
houfe. ‘

Major Kirkpatrick, withadetachmentofelevenmen
from the garrifon at Pictfburgh, had arrived that mor~
ning to affift the In{peQor, who when informed of the
force that was coming againft him thoughr it prudent

“to withdraw to a place of concealment, and not having
a profpe& of defending the houfe left it in charge of
his kinfman Kirkpatrick, with dire@ions to make acapi-
tulation in favour of the property if prac’hcable, if not
to defend it as long as poflible.

When Major M* Farlane with the affailants ap-
‘proached the houfe, a fiag was fent from the Committee
‘todemand of the infpector to deliver up his papers.
On anfwer being returned that the infpector had left
the houfe, a fecond ﬁag was fent, and demand made
that fix perfons {hould be admitted into the houfe to
fearch: for his papers,and takethem. Thisdemand how-
ever was abfolutely refufed. Notice was then given
by a third flag, for the miftrefs of the family and fuch
other females as were in the houfe to withdraw, which

‘being done the firing commenced. About fifieen
minutes afier a call was .heard from the houfe, and
thofe within ceafed firing ; upon which major M* Far-
lane ftepping frem behind a tree, and commanding
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his paity to defilt- from firing, received a deadly
fhot from the houfe and inftantly expired. The affai-
lants believing that the ceffation of firing in the houfe
and the call from it, wasa feint to put them off their
guard, andthat M* Farlane was killed byafhotaimed at
him-in time of parley, concluded that he was murde-
red, and becoming exceedingly enraged, renewed the
firing with great vigour, While a2 meffage was fent
to the Committee to enquire whether the houfe {hould
be flormed, a man without any orders fet fire to fome
{ftraw in the barn, which cummunicated the flame to
the whole building, and foon extended itfelf to the ad-
jacent tuildings. The intenfe heat and danger of the
flame immediately communicatingtothe dwelling houfe,
obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his party to furrender,
. and they were rteceived and difmiffed without inju- -
Ty. :
4 When it is confidered that the affailants believed
that their leader was fhot with defign by Major Kirk-
patrick himfelf, and that they difmiffed him and his
party without injury, it muft be admitted that notwith~
ftanding they were enraged to a degree of madnefs,
they difcovered no inclination for wantonly fhedding
blood. Kirkpatrick and M* Farlane had been both
officers through the whole courfe of the late war with
Great Britain. What a pity, that thofe who had
fought together in fo goed a caufe fhould have had the
‘misfortune, the one to fhed the other’s blocd in a caufe
fo ill judged and {fo indifcreetly condufed. I never
faw M* Farlene {o as to know him, but I had long
heard him fpoken of asa well-behaved refpe@able citi-
2zen, who had made an independent fortune by honeft
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mduﬁry, and I cannot find that he was ever concerned
in any other outrage before IhlS dav vchxch to him was
fatal.

Many incidents relative to 'tliis unhwppy affair have
been very differently reprefemed Howeverthey arenot
very important : butitwill read: ly be ol fervedthatin one
particuiar of fome importance, Thav econtradi@ed the re-
portofthe late fecretary. When the affailants demanded
theInfpe&or spapers, heatfertsthat theywere anfwered
that they might fend perfons to fearch the houfe, vand
to take away whatever papers they could find appertain-
ing to hisoffice. But not fatisfied with this they infifted
unconditionally, that the armed men, who were. in: the
houfe for its defence, {hould march out and ground
their arms, which Major Klrkpatnck peremptoruy refu-
fed, confidering it, and reprefenting it to them, as a
proof of a defizn to deltroy the property. = This refufal
putan end to the parly. However what I have ftated
is the truth, confirined by : folemn teﬁlmony taken be-
fore the circuit court, and the truthor falfehood of this
fa was what in a great meafure dlﬂmguxfhcd the
charalerand marked the aggravatlon of thecrime. As
ftated by the fecretarv, it was “their obje& to treat the
detachment of the Federal troops as enemies in a flate -
of war, and to treat the houfeasa garrifon which they
had a nght to plunderor not,, as they faw caufe. If this
wastrue, itwas a rebellion in form. and confhtuled une-
quivocally the crime of treafon. If his ﬁatgulcnt was
not true, it was only a riot of the fame nature of thofe
attacks formerly made on Wells and others, only differ-
ing in force. Though his account of it'is certamly
faliacious, yet it was on It‘h\. fuppofed validity of ic
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that the affociate judge gave the certificate preparatory
to calling out an army, and occafioned the offence to
be ttied on a charge of treafon.

The houfe of the infpe@or was burned, and befides
his furniture, which was valuable, a fumber of certi-
ficates and other papers of importance to a large

‘amount, were alfo confumed. The certificites, how-
ever, being loaned and regiftered, were not loft. It
was a pity, that as he was warned of the danger and had
early prepared for defence, he did not think of re-
moving his own private papers. Major Kirkpatrick
had been a brave and experienced officer, but furely a
defperate defence, without even a chance of fuccefs,
. and with the certain deftru®ion of much valuable pro-
perty, can be intitled to no other epithet than rathnefs.
True bravery is always connefled with prudence.
The marfhal, and colonel Prefsly Nevil, fon of the
infpeftor, came up juft after the houfe was burned.
‘There is reafon to prefume that if colonel Nevile had
arnved in time, he would have faved the property, by
agreeing to the terms of the affailants, agreeably to
the inftrutions of his father, which major Kirkpa-
trick difregarded. 'The marfhal muft have been con-
vinced that he was in jeopardy before, by being in
company with the infpeaor ; his putting himfelf in
evident jeopardy again, wher he had no writs to ferve
nor means of fupprefling the riot, may fpeak in favour
. of his courage and the goodnefs of his heart, but not
of his prudence; he and colonel Nevil were difmifl-
ed without injury, but not without difficulty and rifk.
It is to be regretted, that citizens of good moral
chara@er and difcretion fhould have engaged in fuch
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a criminal enterprife ; yet fome good arofe out of this
circumftance.  If it had not been for fuch characlers
being embarked with thefe of another defcription, un-
doubtedly much more blood would have been thed.
There were feveral, who expreffed an intention of
‘killing major Kirkpatrick, and who threatened colonel
‘Nevil and the marfhal ; but there was on this and all
other occafions through the infurretion fo many
‘men of difcreton as prevented any perfon from being
killed or maimed by the infurgents, except the few
that were wounded at the attack on Nevil's houfe,
Before they parted, probably at the funeral of ma-
jor M‘Farlane, they appointed a meeting to be held at
Mingo creek. This meeting was compofed of a num-
ber of thofe who had been at the infpector’s houfe,
fome others in the vicinity, who had refufed to join in
that meafure, and a few individuals from Pittfburgh
and thofe parts of Fayette county which lay moft con-
tiguous. At this meeting Meflrs. Bradford, Marfhal,
Cook, and Brackenridge, whofe names became fo con-
fpxcuous afterwards, appeared publicly, for the firft
time, on the ftage. It appears that Bradford and
Marfhal were confulted at the town ‘of Wathington,
previous to the fecond attack on Nevil's houfe, and it is
faid that at firft they declined having any thing to do
with it ; ; but havmg once confented they were after-
wards confidered as leaders. At this meeting Bradford,
in a violent and lengthy harangue, openly advocated
what had been done, arged the propriety and neceffi-
ty of unanimity in making ita common caufe, &c.
Marfhal endeavouredto change the ftate of the quef.
t\on into an enquiry, what was beft to be done, in
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preference to deciding on the merits of what had beeny
done. :

Brackenridge, in a fpeech of confiderable length,
drew their attention by amufing them and feeming to
countenance their condu ; but before he concluded
he ventured to fuggeft, that though what they had done
might be morally right, yet it was legally wrong, and
fuggef’(ed the propriety of their confultmg their fellow
citizensinthe other parts of the furvey, and in the mean

time of their iendmg commiffioners to the Prefident.
" He endeavoured to convince them of the bad policy
of having thofe that had not been ergaged in the attack
on the infpeftor involved, becaufe in that cafe they
could not a& as mediatorsfor thofe whowere obnoxious
The meeting was divided in opinion about the fenti-
ments he. exprefled ; fome thought he was warm in the
caufe, but the more violernt were offended : It was
pleahng, however, to thofe who, like hlmfelf were
not yet involved.  He had been fent for by fome of
the leaders, but declined coming till he was advifed to
it by cclonel Nevil, who aflifled in procuring others
to accompany him, to be witnefles of his condu.
He retired before the meetmg refolved on any mea- '
fures.

The cnly meafure agreed on before the meeting
broke up was, to call a meeting of the four counties,
which they publifhed in the following wards. ‘¢ By
* arefpectable number of citizens, who met on Wed-
¢ nefday the 23d inflant, (July,) at the meeting-houfe
** on Mingo creek, it is recommended to the town-
* {hips of the {our weftern counties of Pennfylvania,
“ and the neighbouring counties of Virginia, to meet;
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¢t and’ choofe, not more than five, nor lefs than two,
xepxefcnt.\txves, to meet at Parkifon’s ferry, on the
o ’\/Ionongahela, ou Thurfday the 14th day of Auguft
‘ next, to take into confideratien the fituation of the
*¢ weltern country.” -
Though this was moved for by the well difpofed,
and cautioufly worded by the chairman and fecretary,
and deligned by them as a means of ftopping the difor-
der, and procuring an amnefty for the guilty, vet that
it was defigned to be ufed by Bradford and fome others,
to draw the whole weftern counties of Pennfylvania
and Virginia into the vortex of infurre@ion, is evident
from their fubfequent condu&. v
Though no other plan was propofed at the meeting,
it was but a few days until Bradford, who now afflumed
the direction of the bufinefs, planned and procured
the execution ot another enterprife, which, though not
fo formidable as that already atchieved, was equally an
outrage on the laws and alarming to government. I
was the robbing of the weftern mail. This plan was
executed three daysafter the meeting, on the poft-road,
about ten miles from Greenfburgh, and twenty twa
from Pittfburgh, by a namefike and near relation of
Bradford's and a man named Mitchel, both from Wafh-
ington county. Itis not certain that any but himfelf
were concerned i laying the plan, but it was only two
days acter the mail was robbed that Bradford and others
went to Cancnfburgh, feven miles from Wathington,
with the Wa!l.ingten and Pit:{5urgh mail in their fad-
dle bags. When they opened the maiis, that from
Wafhmgton coniained no letters on the meafures that
had been purfucd; but the Pirtfhargh mail contained
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letters from general Gibfon, colonel Nevil, Mr. Bryfop,
and Mr. Day which gave great offence. They contain-
ed a ftatement of the attack on Nevil's houfe, and
the fentiments exprefled by Bradford at the Mingo
meeting. Thefe were taken out, and the reft put up
carefully,- to be returned to Pittfburgh.

Though thefe letters contained little elfe than a
flate of the falls as they really happened, they were
made the engine of bringing about the Braddock s field
meeting.

At Cangon{burghthe following circular letter was
agreed upon, and direCted to the militia officers in
the fame manner asan order would have iffued from
the proper guthority, and'was in feveral regiments as
promptly obeyed. By fuch officers as withed to promore
the meafure the people were called on as for a ufual
tour of militia duty, without beinginformed of thecon-
tents of the circular letter which is as follows :

" Sir.

“ Having had fufpxcxons that the Pittfburgh poft
would carry with him the fentiments of fome of the
people in the country, refpeQing our prefent a]armmg
fituation ; and the lettess by the poft being now in
our poffeffion, by which certain {ecrets are difcovered,
hoftile to our intereft, it is therefore now come to
that crifis, that every citizen muft exprefs his
fentiments not by his words but his allions. You are
then called on, asa citizen of the weftern country, to
render your perfonal fervice, withas many volunteers
as you can raife, to rendezvous at your ufual place of
meeting, on Wednefday next; and from thence you
will march to the ufual place of rendezvous at Brad-

cock’sfield, cuthe Menongahela, cnFriday the firftday of
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Auguft next, to be there at two o'clock in the after-
noon, with arms and accoutrements in good order. If
any volunteersfhouid want armsand ammunition, bring
them forward, and they fhall be fupplicd as well as
poffible. Here, fir, is an expedition propofed, in which
you will have an opportunity of difplaying your milita-
ry talents, and of rendering fervice to your country ;
four days provifion will be wanted, let the men be
thus fupplied.”

Thisgeneral order wasfigned I. Canon, B. Parkifon
D. Bradford, A. Fulton, T. Speers, I. Lochry,
F. Marfbal.

Colonel Marfhal had been an early fettler in the
weftern counties, and a ufeful citizen, during fthe
courfe of the late war with Britain, and the territorial
controverfy with Virginia. He wasfucceflively, Regif-
ter, High Sheriff, member of the ratifying convention,
of the legiflature, county lieutenant, and again regifter
in Wathington County ; and was refpeQable for the
difcretion he difcovered in the difcharge of the duties
of the refpective ofhices he filled. In the ratifying con-
vention, he voted in favour of amendments previous
to ratification, but refufed to fign the reafons of the
minority. Moderation wasthought to have been a lea-
ding trait in his chara@er. He is an indufirious .rxian,
and pofleffes property to alargeamount. From thefe
circumftances, the part he took in the infurre@ion was
truly furprifing. He had come from the north of
Ireland  in his youth.

Bradford had been deputy of the attorney general
of the ftate, from the time that Wathington had been
ereCted into a feparate county. He wasoriginally from
Maryland, where he ftudied law, and had been a2 member
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of the Virginia Affembly, before the fetilement of
ths boundary line of the fate, and full praciifed law
in fome of the courtsof that flate. He ha: favoured the
plan of forming anew ftate. At the timeof the adoption
of the federal government, he was one of its moft zea-
lous advocates in that country.

Parkifon, a Pennfylvanian by birth, has always re-
fided in that flate. He alfo was a federaliit, and had fup-
ported general Nevil's intereft formerly, was reputed
a good citizen, a man of influence in his neigh-
bourhood, had been a juftice of the peace before the
revifion of the conftitution of the flate, was pretident
of the Mingo creek affcciation, and one of the com-
mittee who fuperintended the operations in the attack
on Nevil’s houfe.

Canon was from Chefler couhty in Pennfylvania,
had longbeen arefpeQable citizen fouthiof the Monhon-
gahela, lived in the town called by his name, had
attached himfelf 1o the government of Virginia, and fa-
voured the idea of a new flate. He was afterwards a
member of the legiflature, and was an early advorate
for the federal conflitution, and a fupporter of general.
Nevil's intereft in that country. ' ’

Fulton was from Maryland ; Le was not only a
federalift, but an open advocate of the excife law, indeed
the moft openly fo, of any I havemet within theweftern
counties, and an avowed friend of the Infpetor. He
kepta large diftillery, and expeted by the operation
of the excife law to have a confiderable advantage over
the fmall diftillers. He had alfo erected a brewery. I
have never been able to account for the inconfiftency
of his condu&.
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I know little of Speers or Lochry. The lat iwas
lately from Cheler county and attended Col. Marfhal’s
mill. He perhaps figned without refle®ing what he was
doing. The other had lived feveral years at Canonf-
burgh and kept ftore ; he might have been adtive at
this time , but I prefumehe was not very influential.

There were but three days from the date of the
orders to circulate the information and prepare for
the rendezvous, Great exertions were made however
in communicating the circular letters, and though ma-
ny who probably withed to fupprefs them durit not,
there were fome who did keep them fecret, and fome
clergymen and others in the fouth of Wathington
county were altive and faccefsful with their neigh-
bours 1n diffuading them from going. What had alrea-
dy taken place wasaggravated and mifreprefented, more
were faid to have been killed and wounded than really
were, men's minds were in a flate of confternation and
fufpenfe, and the ambiguous manner in which the cir-
cular orders were written excited men whofe minds
were already agitated to expe that fome wonderful dif-
covery had been made, and that fome great event was
about to take place.

In this interval three men from the town of
Wathington undertook to carry the mail back to Pittf-
burgh. Under cover of this errand they correfponded
with a committee of the town, informed it of the mea-
fures that were purfuing, and particularly of the de-
figns of Bradford and his friends againf(t the perfons in
Pittfburgh, who had written to Philadelphia, a flate-
ment of the prefent fituation of the country, and of
the danger the town mightNlI)e expofed to cn the.r ac-
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count. They alfo affured the committeethat a number
of well difpofed men would mix with the others to
attend the rendezvous at Braddock’s field, in order to
have the better cpportunity of preventing exceffes.
Three of the perfons, wha had written theletters, and
who had it in their power to retire for fome time with-
cntmuch inconveniency, and who of their own accord
were difpofed to do fo, agreed to fubmitto the form of
an expuliion by the committee.

On the day of rendezvous it was fuppofed, that
2 mixed multitude, not much fhort of feventhoufand,
appeared on the ground. Butfrom examining the po-
pulamcn of the country from which they were collec-
ted, it is not probable that their number was near fo
great. Manyot thofe who didattend were without arms.
Several field officers in the vicinity of Braddock’s field
aiended, with as many of their friends as they could
colled, to be prepared to prevent excefles, and fave
Pivfburgh if it fhould be in danger, and fome of the
f-cid cfiicers of the moft formidable and warlike corps
who attended are known to have been well difpofed
to peace and order.

The greatelt number was from Wathington coun-
tv, but theugh thofe from the Regiment about the
[Euwn of Wathington came in force, with the general -
of the county and their colonel at- their head, yet it
is notorious that general Tavlor and colonel _Stokely
were uniformly oppofed to the whole fyftem of out-
rége and refikance. Colonel Hamilton of the Mingo
creek Battalion was al{o oppofed toit, and when he
heard of the orders of march coming to his Regiment,
though he had net feen them himfelf, he rode with all
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peffible fpeed to the county town to countermand
. thewm, but tao late to have effet. Every thing wascon-
duéted with 4 rapidity charaeriftic of the ind.:cretion
that governed the conduétors of the meafures. General
Wilkin with a great many others of his Allegany coun-
ty Brigade were well difpefed.. 'This was particularly
the cafe with colonel Patterfon, and colonel M* Nair
and their friends, and alfo with the principal part of
the citizens from Pittfburgh. There was but one
Major and a company of about 6o micn from Well=
moreland county, who appeaied ina (late of prepara-
tion according to the orders. The Major is faid to have
difcovered a warlike difpofition. Many however from
thetwoadjacent townfhipsin Weft noreland couniy went
to be fpectators of what was carrying on and encrea-
fed the croud. Some of thefe might have gone with abad
dlfpoht.on, and fome might have caught the infecticn
when they were there. I have not-however heard or
any remark made on thecondudl of any of them, except
the Ma_]or to whom I have alluded. 1'am certain the
colonel and majors of the neareit Weltmoreland Biit-
talion were well difpofed. 'Tli.ere were not more than
welve men from Fayette county at Braddock’s field.
The orders had been fent to colonel Cock, who con-
cealed them from his moft intimate neighbours, and
went alone to endeavour by his vdvice to prevent ex-
Refles. The few others from that county had been infor-
‘med of the meeting by rumor.

Colonel Cock refiding in the neareft part of Fay-
etie to Mingo creek hadattended that meeting with the
fame view. He was cha.rman there and at a number of
the fubfequent meetings. IIe had been Member of the
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firft convention of Pennfylvania, and was judge of
the court of Wefimoreland, and lieutenant of that
county till Fayette county was erefted, of which he is
now an affociate judge. Beingan elderly, and efteemed
a difcreet man he is generally made chairman in all
meetings of which he is 2 member. He has rarely
been known to pafs the bounds of dif¢retion if we except
in the ardour of his zeal for the adoption of the Federal
government, he was praportionably mortified at the
excife law and fome meafures that led toit being ena&-
ed by that government, but had no hand in the oppofi-
tion made to the excife, and put himfelf into fufpeQed
fituations in order to reftore order. lle being generally

known through Pennfylvania was much fpokenagainft,

He wentto Philadelphiaand entered intorecognizance,

but there was no caufe of altionfound againft him. His
having been chairman in all meetmgs and committees
connected with the in‘urreCtion, is the reafon ef this
digreflion.

Bradford reviewed the troops on the ground, and
is faid to have alTumed the powers and ‘o have received
the honours of Major-general. T here is no doubt but
that he received every honour that cou'd be conferred.
The infatuated diforganizers idolifed him, and thefe
who held him in contempr, and looked on the meafures
with horror, were many of them the moft obfequious in
their attentions to him. They Uelieved that at that
noment expulfionor even meore fevere punifhment
depended on his will. His denunciation ot cowards
and traitors, 2nd holding up Roberfpiere’s fyflem of
terror for i'nitation at the Mingo creek meeting, was
well known to th.m, and fpread a temporary panic.
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A committee was apointed at the rendezvous, who
Tefolved that general Gibfon and colonel Nevil thould
be expelled, and authorifed the Pittfburgh committee -
to put this re{>lution into execution. It was refolved
that the army, as it was ¢alled, fhould march to Pitutf-
burgh. On this occafion the people of Pittfburgh
went forward to prepare for giving them the moft hof-
pitable reception in their power, that they might pafs
through it with good humour.  Bradford alfo fent to
the commandant of the garrifon to inform him that no
harm was intended, and to requefll being permitted to
pafs péaceably. They marched in, however, by the
Monongahela road which did not lead to the garrifon,
and being furnifhed with refrefhments in Pittfburgh
by the towns-people, they croffed the Monongahela
without giving any difturbance. .

After croffing tlie yiver many returned to their
homes, and thefe were no doubt the moft orderly. A
great pumber of the well difpofed people had previoufly
gone to their homes from Braddock’s field. A num-
ber, however, ftayed over night near Pittfburgh, and
in the night burned a finall barn, the property of ma-
jor Kirkpatrick, with the grain it contained, which was
then the property of a tenant.  They attempted alfo
to burn the dwelling houfe, but were prevented by the
interpofition of colonel tlamilton, &c. who withdifficulty
faved it. About the fame time, a party who had parted
from the main body and remuined in Pittfburgh, at-
tempted to burn Kirkpatrick’s dwelling houfe in the
town, buat wers prevented by the interpofition of
colonel Conk, and a brottier of major M*Fariane, who
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had been killed, - affifted by the addrefs of Mr. Brack,
enndgc '

It will naturally be enquired what was the object of
this xmghty rendezvous of men. Nothmg appears to
have been done or attempted by thofe who directed it,
but ordering two more of the citizens of Pittfburgh tp
be expelled.  This might have been as well accom-
phfhed by fending a deputation to Pittfburgh to defire
that it fhould be done. However hard it might have
appeared to require it, the men would havebeen wife
enough to have gone out of the way themfelves till
times had altered. To underftand this we muft go
back to the private meeting at Canonfburgh. It had
been there agreed upon to attack the garrifon at Pittf-
burgh, and feize thearms and ammunition for their own
defence. They confidered the conduct of Congrefs
in feizing the Britsh pofts, arms, &c. while they re-
mained colomes, petitioning the throne, acknowledg-
ing their dependance on it, and endeavouring to have
their Juﬁ grounds of complaint removed, to be a pre-
cedent perﬁe&ly applicable to their cafe. It was in
confequenCQ of this determination that the rendezvous
was ordered, but the objet was kept fecret ; there
were fome prefent who diffented.

Thus an enterprife of a moft daring nature was
determined on during an hour or two {pent in a tavern,
by men unauthorifed ¢ even by thofe who had already
rendered themfelves obnoxxous, for thofe men were
not delegated, and not more than two of them had

U been perfonally engaged in the attack on the infpeQor’s

houfe. Not only to determine on fucha daring anddan-
gerous enterprife, but to endeavour to draw the whole
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peoﬁie of the weltern counties into the execution of it,
blindfolded, was fuch aninconfiderate meafure asIam
at a lofs for words to exprefs my fentiments of ; but I
have no doubt that long before this time their own re-
fleltions have painted the impropriety of their con-
du& on their own minds, incolours more glowing than
can be reprefented by language.

"It was not thus that the revolutiondry contelt was
¢ommenced. There was not only the {low delibera<
tion of the wifeft men feleted from every colony,
but of the moft difcreet men in every county and
townfhip, and the magnitude of the obje®t was fet be-
fore the people in the moft remote fituations, before
they were drawn into the arduous conteft. Maythecons
duct of the Canonfburgh committee be an example to
deter from fuch rafh and impetuous proceedings!

When colonel Hamilton, and {fome others, had dif=
¢overed the defign of attacking the garrifon, and per<
fuaded ‘Bradford and Marfhal to countermand the or-
ders, he told them that the arms were for an expedi-
tion againft the Indians under general Scott. Brad-
ford, without even confulting Marfhal or an{wering a
word to Hamilton, wrote the countermand, and hand-
ing it to Hamilton afked hir if that would do. He
inferted in a poftfcript what ke had been told of Scott’s
¢xpedition as a reafon of the countermand ; this firft
brought the defign of the rendezvous to light; but it
feems it was now given up ; but the rendezvous being
carried on, fome who attended ftill believed that to
have beenthe objet of it, till they were convinced of
its being laid afide by the event. Marfhal withed to
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have ¢ountermanded the orders foon after they were
iflued.

Bradford promifed Hamilton and others to advife
the militia, wlo et at Wa{hmwton, not to march to
Braddock's field. They were convened in the court-
houfe, and Mefl. Rofs and Stokely addrefled them with
the moft powerful reafons, todiffuade them from proceed-
ing further. Bradford notwithftanding his agreement
to the contrary, addreffed themn with vehement decla-
mation in favour of proceeding. They-had liftened
attentively to the firft {peakers, but appeared to be fo
influenced by Bradford’s fpeech, that when Maifhal rofe
after him to offer fome reafons again{t proceeding, he
could not be heard, and that night his houfe was tarred
~ and feathered. This expreflion of refentment feems
to have been the reafon of his proceeding farther in
that courfe, from which he feemed defirous of retreat-
ing ; from this and fome other inftances it appears he,
was not fo much a leader, as he was led by Bradford,
and pu(hecl forward by his dread of thofe, whofe mea-
fures he had at firft inconfiderately counteninced.

This was the only open attempt that was made to
addrefs the people who were colleCted by the circular
letter, and if it had not been for Bradford the attempt
would have been fuccefsful. It was with great difficul-
ty they were got to parade for the march after leaving
thecourt houfe ; few but young mien and boys appeared
willing ; but it was not thought proper they thould go
slone, and if any marched it had been agreed among
the moderate people that they would go in company.
Colcnel Stokely, though he had openly oppofed the

A
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medfure; put himfelf at the head of h's regiment,
M:. Rofs the fenator, general Taylor «nd others whe
were equally oppofed to the meifures vent aifo.

I have been the more particular ‘n re‘at:ing the
rendezvous at Braddock’s field, as it rad the mofl for-
midable afpe®; and approdched neareft to the defcrip-
tion or a combination againft the governm nt, of any
inftance that happened duririg the diforders ; vet when
cxamined, it does nut prove to be a combination of
the people of any county, but of fix men in a tavern,
who wifthed, probably, to inflame (he people into a
combination, which, however, did not take piace, for
there appears to have been no plan laid, nor combina-
tion entered into, at the rendezvous. Ordering the
expuliion of the two men and dire@t ng the march to
Piufburgh, was conduded by a commuitiee tompofed
in partof very orderly well difpofed men, who thought
it imprudent to objed to any meafure diQated by
Bradford, wlofe terior was aided by the occalional in-
terference of fome defperate men who were not of
the commirtee.  The march to Pittiburgh, and the
éxpulfion; though veiy d:fagreeable to the committee
members from Putfburgh, was ag' eed to even by them.
No man ever commanded an army, fo great a propor-
tion of which were traitors to the caufe, nor had fuch
a deference paid to him with fo lite fincerity, as
Bradford, en this oceafion. .

Though this formidable parade made an altonifh«
ing noife and appearance, 1t vanihed in fucse like a
rocket, and left no -trace of its nanlattions tehind,
except the march to Pittfbuigh, for the puipofe of pa-
rade ; ‘yet its eftects were undouutediy more pexmci-'

N
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ous than thofe which were produced by any preceding
excefs. Till now the flame had been confined to a
Imall fpace ; but from this it fpread toa diftance. The
countenance given to the rendezvous and the acquief=
cence in Bradford’s meafures, apparent in the conduct
of judges, attornies, the fenator of Congrefs, and other
refpeQable citizens, including the whole of the magif-
trates, other officers, and merchants, of Pitt{burgh, the
_motives for which were not underftood, gave the ap-
pearance-of unanimity inthe caufe, and inconfiderate
people in other places became athamed that they had
_done nothing. It had been reported from the Mingo
weeting, that Bradford and Brackenridge had pledged
their lives and fortunes for the lawfulnefs and fuccefs
of the meafures; their legal abilities were extolled by
infatuated people at the time, and it was believed, that
under their diretion the plans muft be well laid, and
judicioufly conducted, and the coentenance given at
Braddock’s field by fo many men of found judgment
and refpeftable charater was efteemed an infallible
teft of the goodnefs of the caufe. However neceflary
this temporizing conduct was on the occafion, it had a
very bad effet on the country at large. It was believ-
ed, however, by thofe who practifed it, that this was the
moft certain method of faving Pitt{burgh, and preventing
~ the effufion of human blood. Bradford’s movements
were too rapid to allow time for defenfivearrangements,
or to find out in whom they could have confidence.
The time bad been when Marfhal would have been
one of the firft applied to on fuch occafions; the man-
ner in which he and fome others now afled, made every
perfon be fufpected till his fentiments could be une-
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quivocally known, and the impreffions of terror made
prudent perfons cautious in divulging their fentiments.

It was but a few days after this that a party went to

the refidence of Wells in Fayette county, burned his
houfe, and compelled him to refign his commiffion,
and fwear not to hold the officein future. He was
colle@or for Weftmorelandand Fayette counties. This
party appears to have gone from the partsof Weftmore-
land adjoining, and to have been joined by a few from
Fayette. There appears to have been a {maller pro-
portion of men of common difcretion engaged in
“this than in the attack on Nevil’s houfe. The houfe of
“Wells was burnt without refiftance or oppofition, and
againft the remonftrance of the moft prudent;
feveral were forced by this party to go along with
them contrary to their inclination.

Threatening letters were fent into the center and
fouthern parts of ‘Weftmoreland to excite them to go
againft Weblfter, colletor of Bedford, and many poor
people in thofe parts had caufe of complaint againft
him, which did not exift againft other excife officers.
He had made a praltice of {eizing liquors on the road
from poor people, who werecarrying it to procuretheir
falt, or other neceffaries; fome inftances of this might
be mentioned that were very inhumane; fometimes he
was contented with receiving the excife tax and letting
the liquors pafs, but generally hekept all, and fometimes
detained the horfes for a time, reftoring them again as
a matter of favour. Thishardfhip fell generally on
Qhe poor, for he let others pafs, eventhough they called
and drankat his tavern, with their loads. Itwas believed
he did not account with the public for the proceeds.
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That his condud was not'agreeable to law was afferted
by the 1nfpe&or, when he vsasapphed to, butno tedrefs
was given, nor was the praclice relinquithed. The
law ambonhng feizure was not made till June im-
mediaiely preceding the infurrection.

~ The party who went againft Webfter were com-
paratively fmall fome of them were from . ‘Bedford
county, ‘but much the greateft number were from the
parts of Weftioreland adjoining, many of whom had
had their ligqnors unlawfully feized by him. They
thought it robbery, mnor do I know if they thought
amifs. The law fubJe&cd diftilleries to the officers,
but did not at that time fubje&t people travelling on
the road who had nothing to do with the entry of ftills,
more than a man taking his grift to the mill, hiad to do
- with the 'tax having been Paid on the mill by its
owner.

"Webfter made no refifiance, but brought out .his
papers, and tore and trod on them. The party differ-
ed ainong themielves Soine were for tarring, fea-
thering, &:. Fire was fet to his hay ftacks and ftables,
but the more moderate party were the majority. They
extinguifhed the fire and protefted the man from any
other injury than infulting language. Not agreeing
how he thould be treated they took him along with
them fome miles, and apprehenfions being entertained
by bimfelf and fome others, of the outrageous party
falling back and treating him ill when the others were
gone, he was taken into Weftmoreland and there be-
ing lodged in fafety that night, he was permitted. to
return home the next day without further injury. He
had expected the vifit, probably before it was thought
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of by thofe who made it, and had taken refuge in the
town of Bedford; but finding himfelf unfafe there he
returned to his own houfe and plepared for the

event.
Iinmediately after the meeting at Mingo creek,

Bradford wrote to the principal perfons in the neigh-
bouring counties of Virginia, prefling them in the
molt urgent manner to fend Delegates to the meeting,
which was appoinied to be held at Parkifon’s Ferry.

His fending this letter, and the fiyle in which it was
wrote, indubitably proves the improvement he defign-

ed to make of the Farkifon meeting. His robbing the
mail, and direQing the rendezvous at Braddock’s field,

were cal«.ulated to inflame the minds of the people
prevxouﬂy to that meeting, and encreafethe number of
thofe who would be rendered defp-rate by their crimes,
In this he was but too fuccefsfull. The threatening
letters to excite the people to attack Wells.and Web-
fter, though they have not been traced to Bradford,
were no doubt a part of the plan, and by their means
and the Braddock’s field rendezvous, the infatuation’
was vafllly extended and the number of offences was
encreated, between the ineeting at Mingo creek and
that at Parkifon’s Ferry. Even in Virginia an Excife
officer had tled, and a riot was committed. at the place
of his r_eﬁdem:e.
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CHAP X

A F TER the writs had been ferved on
the diftillers of Fayette county, they held a meeting
to confult what was beft to be done, at which other
difcreet perfons befides the diftillers attended. They
felt exceedmgly hurt at being obliged to attend the
Diftric court in Philadelphia, after competent powers
had been vefted in the ftate courts. Yet although the
news of the riots and their fatal effeQts reached them ;
and although it was knpwn that parties of armed men
were then affembled, in fome of the neighbouring
counties, in order tointercept the infpeCor of the reve-
nue and the marfhal ; an idea of combining with the
rioters was not even fuggefted at the meeting ; but on
the contrary it was unanimoufly agreed, that in future
the diftillers fhould either abandon their occupation,
or enter tlreir ftills, and that thofe who had been
fummoned fhould immediately evincetheir {fubmiffion,
by entering an appearance to the refpe@ive fuits. Ia
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purfuance of that agreement an exprefs was aQually fent
to Philadelphia, councilwas retained, and inftru®ions
for legal and confciencious defence were given ; but
it feems that the writs were made returnable at a
time when no court was fitting ; and this error in point
of law was deemed. fufficient to vitiate the procefs ;
and to fuperfede the neceflity of entering the appea-
rance of the feveral defendants. During this meet-
ing at Uniontown, a letterwas received, with the pro-
pofition for the meeting of the four Weftern coun-
ties by their delegates at Parkifon’s Ferry. But fopredo-
minant was the apprehenfion, that fuch an affemblage
would encreafe the degree of inflammation, and extend
the influenceto greater numbers, and fo eager was
the hope that the riots might be confined to the place
where they originated, and might fubfide or be quel-
led, without any extraordinary interference, that this
pi‘opoﬁtxon was reluflantly read, and never taken into
confideration. See Gallatin's Jpeech, pages g and 1o.

In the county of Weftmoreland no writs had been
ferved nor riots committed, confequently they had no
meeting of diflillers nor received any leiters; but on
feeing the appoinimentofthe Parkifon’s Ferry meeting
in the gazette, the influential people determined to
pay no attention to it, being apprehenfive that the in.
flammation might be {fpread by it ratherthan fupprefled,
and that it might be conftrued as giving countenance (o
the riots which led to thatappointment. This advertife-
ment made {imilar impreffions on the people of Pittfburgh
alfoat the firft; but on obferving. the rapid progrefs
of the inflammation, and the fucceffion of excefles
which bad been promoted, efpecially the rendezvous
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at Braddock’s field ; the choofing of difcreet delegates
to attend the Parkifon meeting, appeared to be the only
feafible means of flemming the current of diforder, un-
til the people; who were fo highly inflamed, would
cool down, ani until the cautious and timid would
fhake off the panic, or lay afide that exceflive caution,
by which they were governed, and ftand forward in de-
fence of the laws, and of that libérty, whofe name was
proflituted to blazon the moft tyrannical meafures.

Thefe alarming circumftances made the fame im-
preffion on all the four counties, without any opportu-
nity of confultation ; confequently the townfhips they
contained were generally reprefented at that meeting 3
but from the fhort time there was to give warning of
this fecond determination, no me:ns could be adopted
to regulaie the elections or to imprefs the cautious part
of the citizens with a fenfe of the neceflity of their
attending. The general ftate of thefe eletions can-
not be better defcribed than it is done by Mr. Gallatin;
in his {peech page 13:

“ The meeting was partly a true reprefentation of
the pecple, but it was partly not fo; for as there is not
in this flate any regular townfhip meetings; a few in-
dividuals colle®ed in any one townfhip might appoint
deputies, and the truthis that in aimoft every cafe; a
minority of the Inhabitants of the refpecive townthips
did make the appointments, in every townfhip like-
‘wife whers there were any violent charaGters, fuch
charaflers would undoubtedly attend the election,
while on the other hand moderate men and friends to
order were cauticus either in attending the elections,
orin fuffering themf{elves to be elected.
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The meeting at Patkifon's Ferry was a pretty full
though not a true or equal reprefentation. There
were upwards of 200 delegates, three of thofe were
from Ohio county in Virginia and two from Bedford
county in Pennfylvania, befides thofe from the four
counties. The place of meetmg was unfavourable,
being in the neighbourhood in which the refiftance
had originated, and within a mile of the dwelling hcufe
of M* Farlane, who had been killed, and there were
probably agreater number of fpeftators than of dele-
gates. .
The delegates convened on an eminence under
the fhade of trees; colonel Cock wasappointed chair-
man, and Albert Gallatin, fecretary. It was foondif-
covered that there wer¢ a numberof inflammatory per-
fons among the delegates;, few of them however had
talents. Bradford opened the meeting, with a flate-
ment of the events that had taken place, and conclus
ded with reading the letters that had been taken from
the intercepted mail, with fome inflammatory com-
ments on them.

Atthis time the arrivil of Commiffionets from the
Prefident,” with powers for reftoring order .in the
Weftern Country, if a correfponding difpofition was
met with among the people, was announcedo the Meet-
ing. Aftera fhort paufe colonel Marfhal rofe and ex-

refled fome fatisfaclion at the information of the arri-
val of Commiffioners ; but faid that they fhould not
on that account neglect the bufinefs of the meeting,
and read fome refolutions that had been agreed on
between Bradford and himfelf. The firtt refolution,
" being againtt taking the cgmm out of the vicinity
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for trial occafioned. no conteft ; the fecond and moft
important refoluiion, runsin the followmg words :

“ Refolved that a flandingcommittee be appointed,
to confit of—membersfrom each county, to bedenomi-
nated a committee of public fafety ; whofe duty it fhalt
be to call forth the refources of the weflern country,
to repel any hoftile attempts that may be made againft
the citizens, orthe body of the people.”

This, compared with the fubfequent refolution,
was prefacing the proceedings -of the meeting by a di-
re@ queftion, whether the weftern counties would
raife the ftandard of rebellion or not. This was cer-
tainly a bold attempt to form a ‘combination hoftile
to the government both of this ftate and the United
States. If fuch a refolution had been offered, before
fuch a number of perfons had. become defperate by
being involved in the preceding riots, it would not have
been heard with patience ; but now it required both
great addrefs and fortitudeto parry it. Fortunately there
was among the delegates 2 man well qualified for this
purpofe. His fortitude was no doubt the greater, as
he knew he wasin no danger at home for what he might
fay here. I mean Mr. Gallatin, the fecretary. He rofe,
and began by criticifihg on the word hoftility ; afked
what it meant, or from whence the hoftilities were
tocome. He alleged if it was the exertions of govern-
ment that were defigned to be oppofed, the term was
improper; the exerticns of governmenton the citizens
in- fupport of the laws being coercion and not hoftili<
ty. He encouraged them to expe no other means
of coercion from governmeni but through the Jjudicia-
1y, and after.a number of fenfble obfervations moved te
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~efer'the refolution to a fele® Committee. But fo
great was the prevailing panic, that notwithftanding the
-number of well-difpofed members that were in the
meeting, he was not feconded ; after fome delay, how-
ever, Marfhal himfelf offered to withdraw the refolu -
tion on condition, that a Committee of fixty fhould be
appomted, with power to call a new meeting of the
‘people or their deputies. This was inftamitly agreed
to, and a new refolution was ftudioufly modified, fo as
to enfure its adoption, and was agreed to by the meet-
ing. In itadetermination was exprefled to fupport
the ftate laws, and afford protection to the citizens ;
this was an important ftep towards the reftoration
of order ; for atthat time no man thonght himfelf
{afe in many places in telling his real fentiments ;
Threats were not only circulated in anonymous letters,
but were contained in the mottos on liberty poles ; one
‘was erected on the morning of the meeting and within
view of it; it was erected under the direfion of
vne of thofe who figned the .Braddock's field orders.
The motto of it was ; Liberty and no excife, and ne
afylum for cowards or traitors. Every man was efteem-
ed a coward or traitor, by thofe diforganizers, who
difapproved of their meafures. '
Mr. Gallatin had the fortitude to objet ta the ex-
ception againft the excife, originally contained in the
refolution for fupport of the mumcxpal laws, and pro-
cured it to be ftruck out ; but durft not offer an affir-
mative refolution in favour of fubmitting to it. Indeed
the doing fo at this time would have been imgrudent,
nor would fuccefs, iu fuch a relolution, have been
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of ufe, till fubmiffion to the municipal lam had been
reflored. :

In fhort the refolutions, being five in number.
were difcuffed, and referred to a committee confifting
of Bradford, Brackenridge, Gallatin, and Herman
Hufbands of Bedford. who new modelled them before
the next day’s meeting, at which they paffed without
much difficulty. The commitiee of fixty or of one
from each townthip, was appointed to meet at Red-
ftone oldsfort, on the 2d of September, and a com-
mittee confifling of twelve members, three from each
of the four counties, was appointed to confer with the
commiflioneis from the Prefident. Thefe, with one
exception, were well chofen.

‘I'he commiffianers came to a houfe near the meet-
ing before it adjourned. This rendered the fituation
of the friends to order more delicate. It was urged
by fome that the meeting thould not be diffolved till
they would know and decide on the terms propofed by
the commillioners. With great addrefs, however, they
were prevailed on to adjournwithout day. Menof -

.difcernment knew that nothing would bring the peo-
pletoa proper fen'e of their duty, without time for re-
fleCtion, and for the prefent agitated flate of mind to
fubfide. They knew alfo that it time could be pro- .
cured to diffeminate knowledge among the peopleevery -
thing, that was neccflary, would be gamed 1 hetcfore
to rettore quietnefs and gain time was the great objedt
with Gallatin, and thofe who thought as he did,

Brackenridge probably was a@uated by the fame me-

tivesas Galiatin ; but fupported the meafures in a dif-
ferent manner. He often kept vp the appearances,
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and fometimes ufed the boafting language, which were
scceptable to Bradford's party, and oppofed Gallatin.
Yet he always contributed to brmg the proceedings to
the fame ifTue.

James Edgar, one of the affociate judges of Wath-
ington county, gave confiderable affiftance in prevail-
ing on this meeting to adopt reafonable prelimninary
meafures ; for fuch meafures as would lay a foundation
for the complete reftoratin of order were all that was
expected or aimed at this meeting, and this was ob-
tained. There were ferious objeflions againt Leeping
the people long together, and againft holdingthe confer-
encewith theCommiffioners at this place ; norwas Red-
ftoneold fort, appointed for the meeting of the commit-
teeof fixty, wellchofen, norwerethe members, of which
it was to be compofed, well felected. 'l hey were cho-
fen out of the Parkifon meeting delegates, by their.
colleagues, before they left that place. 'I'hofe who were
moft fit in fome inflances excufed themfelves from
sttending, and their places were fupplied by rath and
inflammatory perfons who were willing togo. To this
circumftance I was attentive at the time, and obfer-
ved it with fenfible regret.

Oa the 20th of Augufl, the conferees waited on the
commiffioners at Pittfburgh, according to a previous
appointment. Thomas M:*Kean, Chief Juftice, and
general William Irwin, commiffioners in bshalf of the
flate of Pennfylvania, had alfo arrivedat Pittfburgh. All
the conferees, except Bradford, were ferioufly difpo-
fed to fubmit to the laws and the refloration of order.
It was evident at the Parkifon -Ferry meeting, and cn
fome other occaficns, that Marfha! wifbed only for a



113 HISTORY OF THE

fafe opportunity of abandoning the caufe; and this ops
portunity wasnow offered. Onthe firftconfultation held
by the conferees, theyall, except Bradford, agreed that the
intereftof the country, and theirduty ascitizens, rendered
- fubmiffion neceflary and proper. . Some perfons, who
they expeCted had influence on Bradford, were em-
ployed to converfe with him on the fubje®, and
egainft the next day he feemed perfe@ily reconciled
to fubmiflion. .

The Commiffioners propofed an amnefly for all
offences committed before that date, and certain be-
neficial arrangements, for adjufting delinquencies and
profecutions for penalties now depending, to be made,

and communicated by the officers appointed to carry

the faid als into execution. Thefe arrangements were
underftood in converfation to apply to all arrears
due for excife, and penalties for not entering their
ftills. The conferees were alfo invited to recommend
fuch officers as they would have confidence in for the
execution of the excife law. )

The conditions, -on which thefe privileges were
offerec, were, that the general committee, to meet
at Redflone old fort, {hould explicity declare their
determination to fubmit to the laws of the United
States, and that.they would not directly nor indirecly
oppofe the execution of the acts for raifing a revenue
on diftilled fpirits or ftills, and that they would expli-
citly recommend a perfect and entireacquiefcence un-
der the execution of faid acts. That they alfo would
yecommend that no violence, injuries orthreats, thould
be offered to the perfons or property of officers, or

complying citizens. .
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The conferees, for themfelves, prormfed an entiré
aquiefcence, and to recommend the fame tothe com-
mittee at Redflone; which they agreed to call four
days fooner than had been appointed. ,

'The Commiffioners on bebhalf of the State, propo-
fed an amnefty for all indictable offences againft the
laws of the State, on condition of their keeping the
peace and complying with the terms propofed by the
United States. Thefe Commiffioners, as well asthe
Commiffioners of the United States, laboured much
according to the opportunities afforded them, to bring
the people to a proper fenfe of their duty and intereft,
and to remove their difficulties, and corre& their
tniftakes.

While the Commiffioners were at Pitt{burgh, a
very feditious libel was pafted up on the Market-houfe,
and afterwards publifhed in the gazatte. It was wrote
in the form of a didlogue, and iufulted the Commifs
fioners, the militia of the lower counties, and particu-
larly the militia of Néw-Jerfey, in averyirritating man-
ner, and contained a number of the ftrongeft popular
arguments againft the execution of the Excife law, and
boafts of the mtrepxdxty of thofe who were oppofed to
it. It was wrote in a ftyle and manner well fuited to
encourage and embolden the ignorant and obftinate
part of the people, which was the clafs that now gave
moft trouble. Itmight well pafsforaprodu®ion of Tom
the Tinker, and ind=ed it was believed to have flowed
from that fource ; though on enquiry it turned out to
be the produftion of one who had been always a friend
to the Excife and the government, though ke had not
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been aflive in endeavouring to reftcre order; in
this refpe@ he was neutral.

Though the conferees had done cvery lhmg in their
power to obtain the moft favourable terms, and though
the commiffioners of the United States, and of the
commonwealth, had granted every thing that was in
the power of the federal and ftate executive to grant,

with very few exceptions even in the opinion of Brad-'

- ford himfelf, yet many of thofe who ftood moft in need
of the offered amnefty became inflamed agairft the con-

ferees, and circulated a report, that they had received
bribes ; this incredible ftory gained ground particular-

ly among the Germans, who, with a number of the
moft ignerant every where, but particularly adjacent
to the Monongahela, thought that the conferees fhould
~ have agreed to nothing lefs than an unconditional re-
peal of the excife law. They did not comprehend
the difference between the executive and legiflative
authority ; nor was there time to inftru& them,

The conferees, knowing the importance of time
in the prefent ftate of the country, were importunate
with the commifiioners to obtain it, but their own
authority being limited to a fhort day, it was not in their
power to grant this requeit, which was however of the

laft impertance in giving effe@ to all they had granted.
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CHAP X%

O N the 28lh of Auguﬁ the comriited
of ﬁxty inet at Redftone old fort (Brownfville). While
they were colle?ing, an armed party arrived from the
upper parts of Wathington county; who paraded the
ftreet with a drum beating.  This party confifted of
about fixty or feventy infantry; well drmed with.rifles,
and a few light horfemen mounted in uniform. This;
and the reports of extreme inflammiation among Tom
Tinker's men, together with a letter undér that figna«
ture, which it feems the editor of the gazette thought
it even now imprudent to refufe to publith; and in
which the conferees are charged with being traitors,
encouraging Tom's friends to perfevere, and contain-
ing fevere denunciations againft cowards and traitors ;
and the feditious and infulting dialogue, which I have
before mentioned, coming out about the fame time,
and then fuppofed to be from the fame quarter, and
the meeting being in the vicinity of an inflamed neigh-

‘ . P
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bourhood, I fay all thefe circumftances confpired t&r
intimidate the delegates to a degree inconfiflent with
that calmnefs and refle@ion neceffary for deliberation.
This was fo evident that fome of thofe, who had the
quieting of the country much at heart, hefitated about
the propriety of "attempting to fupport the report.
Gallatin, however, was difpofed to try it, and others
agreed with him in making the attempt.

It foon appeared that the declared obje& of the arm-
ed party was, to chaftife Samuel Jackfon, a wealthy
miller in the neighbourhood, “for having called the
committee a fcrub Congrefs. He had ufed this expref-
fion in jeft at Pittfburgh, in company with the con-
ferees, where it was confidered as inoffenfive; but
being carried abroad, .and artfully mifreprefented, oc-
.cafioned the:march of the party in arms, who' being
highly =gitated: and- beated ‘with drink might have
.given another example.of :{eandalous outsage, had nét
the committee: interpofed ; by its influencea vifit te
Jackfon's dwelling by the, party, was preventdd, and
they were prevailed onto accept. of amacknowledgement
and 2 treat-from fim- as'a complete .atonement for his
offence.  ‘Thus this matter ended,: but the party con-
tinued at Brown{ville till night, .and by their. ptefenee
and threats overawed. the.meeting.

When the, committee proceeded to buﬁnefs, Brad-
ford urged to takethe vote immediately, . exprefling his
furprife that any man fhould hefitate or be unprepared
to decide’; from his.mapner, it was-evident that,- nots
withflanding his agreement ta the tersss of : fubmiffien
at Piuiburgh, .and -his -promifes to the commiflioners,
and his colleagues, he was now detepmined .on. & fum-
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mrity re}é@ion of the report ; and it was then generally
believed that the-aimed:party was brought there for the
purpofe of fupporting him, and averawing the meeting.
This indéed'was afterwards fonnd to be a mifiake, and
that this party knew nothing of the meeting at Brownf-
ville, until they were faf advanced on their way to it ;
they lived in a part of the country where little infor-
mation circulated, and though they were, perhaps as
much inflamed againft the excife law, and the ofgcers
as any others, yet they were not engaged in the attack
on Nevil's houfe, nor any of the {ubfequent riots, but:
were excited to this undertaking by fome of Jackfon’s
neighbours, who had a private difference with him.
However their prefence and behaviour made the fame -
impreflion on the committee, as if they had come with
the exprefs defign to overaw them, and anfwered the
: fame purpofe to Bradford.

" It required great addrefs in the ‘committee to pro-
cure an adjournment of the queftion till the next day,
On this occafion James Edgar, in an addrefs coutaining
ironical compliments on-Bradford’s ftrength of mind,
which he probably took to be real, and arguments in
favour of: time for weak: men like himfelf to make
up their mind, delivered in a I’(yle well adapted
tothe hearers, and which could not give offence, con-
tributed: greatly to procure- the adjournment.

Means were ufed to prevail on:the armed patty to
retire that night, and the next day the gallery of fpec-
tators was much -thinned, -but reports were circulated
that- Bradford who lodged on'the Wathington fide of
the riverithat night, had -bound himfeif faintly with a
gumber of others to fupport the oppofition by forcg of

A
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arms, until government would be brought to agree un-.
equivocally to their own terms ; it appeared by what
followed that the idea of a complete revolution
was now taken up by Bradfard, and it was certain that
feveral of the moit obftinate of thofe who originated the
prefent vml_ent meafures were among the fpeclators,
and perhaps fome of them members of the committee ;
but Marfhal and others of the moft refpe@able men
among them had totally withdrawn from their intereft.
The committge was opened next morning by a
long, fenfible and eloquent fpeech by Mr. Gallatin; he
alone would venture to open the bufingfs in this dire
marmer. In [hls fpeech no motive to fubmiffion was
left unexplairted, nor any objeQion left unanfwered ;
he. was fupported by Mr Brakenridge, who having no
new ground of argument left unexplained, enforced
and enlarged on the arguments already offered and ad-
dreffed their confciences and their fears. His argu-

ment was of the more 1mPortance that it was decifive ; ,

formerly he had temponzed in fuch a manner as to
induce the rioters to belleve he was a frxend to their
caufe.

- But like the fpirit which at unlucky o*caﬁons
a&uated the Ifraclitith king, the frenzy which aQua-
ted Bradford during the whole of this period, at
this unlucky moment impelled him to rife and addrefs
the committee in 2 moft extravagant harangue, in the
courfe of which he urged the propriety of erecting an
mdependent government, and alleged that the Fede-
1al government had enly tempered with Spain and

Britain about the Miffiffippi and the wefiern pofls,

and tnﬂed with the Indlans Lc;t us be mdepender t
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{aid he, and we will accomplith thefe obje@ts ina few
months. For a fource of fupplies he propofedkillingthe
firft army that came againft us, and fupplying ourfelves-
with arms and ammunition as the French had done.
This harangue did not contain fufficient good fenfe
to be relifhed, even by many of his admirers, though
itexcited their inflammation, and ftill more intimidated
the Committee, who from the fuppofed combination
formed over night were, many of them, afraid that
this inflamatory difcourfe was the fignal of aQuat vio-
lence. They were hewever miftaken. If this was the
moft abfurd and inconfifient exertion Mr. Bradford
made, it was his laft in that way. He left the mecting
when he faw the vote went againft him, and afterwards
figned the terms of fubmiffion, and advifed others to
fign them ; but refle@ting that it would not cover the
offence he had committed at this meeting, he left the
country before the army came up.

The arguments were concluded by Mr. Edgar ;
fome part of his fpeech firuck my attention fo much,
and I recollect it fowell, that I will trouble the reader
with a fhort extract of it.

He ftated, that he had been a member of the con- -
vention which ratified the federal conftitution, and had
in it objeCted to the unqualified power of levying ex-
cifes, but that they had fubmitted to it, many of them
had advocated it in all its parts : Their officers, legif-
lative, executive and judicial had {wornto fupport it,
andthey had all voted for members of Congrefs and
applied to the government for protelion under it,
which was a folemn acknowledgement of their alle-.

- giance to it, with all the powers with which" it was
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vefted: That whatthey might think a'prematareand
“inexpedient exercife of the power of levying excifés; -
could never juftify them:in renouncing: allegiatice’ tq'

the government, and would equally juftify a refiftance

to every law, becaufe:every general law occafioned

comrplaint.from:fome on: whom it prefled hard.

. He'gave an:affe@ting defcription: of . the diftreffing -
fituation into which they had inconfiderately brought
themfelves, and ftated sthe ‘fvmpathy with which'they -
had been treated by their: friends, who when they had
nothingte{earon their own account had yet put them-
felves in fufpicious fituations, and made:in fome ref:
pects a commmon caufe with them, with no other:view
than the more effeCtually. to difpofe government to
grant an oblivion for their paft offences, on condition
of their future fubmiffion to the laws,- and which could.
rot be granted on any qther condition ; that. now-that

- object being as liberally offered as:they had any reafon
toexped, if. it wasobftinately refufed, they would not
only have themfelves to blame for the hardthips. they
would bringonthemfelves, their families and country, -
but for ingratitude to their friends, who had . laboured -
‘with fo much zeal 1o extricate them from their diffi-
culties.  With fuch expoftulations, and arnumber- of
cogent reafons and advices, he concluded a pretty long:
fpcechL "The refpeiability of his characler fot true.
piety, good morals, and eafy manners, as‘well as- the
good praétical fenfe expreffed inhis difcourfeina fimple
anid affeCtionate manner, drew the attention-of all def-
criptions of the audience. His gray -hairswhich gave
him the appearance of being older than he really wag
bad zlfo fome effect. -
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f had never heard: fpeeches that ‘T ‘more atden:ly
“defired to fee in print than thofedelivered on this oc-
cafion. They would not only be valuable on account
-of -the -oratory “and information difplayed'in all the
thrée, and efpecialiy in Gallatin’s, who opened the way,
but they would-alfo have beén the beft Liftory cf the
{pirit, and the ‘miftakes, which-then a&tuated men’s
minds. Butcopies of them could not bz procured.
They were del'vered without any previous preparation
-other than acomplete kunowledge of the adteal flate of
things, and of human nature when in {imilar circum-
flances.  This knowledge. and the importance of the
occalion on whichitwas exhibited, preduced fuch inges
nuity of reafoningand energy of exprefiion, asneverper-
haps, had been exhibited by the fame oratorsbefore. But
afterall thatcould be done by reafoning. it wasa matter
of great dificulty to get a vote taken. When the vote
was takcn, the meeting were not unanimous, there
were 34 Yeas and 23 Nays ; Gix men itis afferted faid
afterwards that they had given in the Nay ticket inftead
of the Yea, by miilake ; the certainty of this cannor
be known, though if it had not happened thcy need

" not have told 1t, for no one knew how another voted.
The vote was on the following refolution. That in
the opinion of this committce, it is the interefl of the
people of this country to a-c-de 1o the propofils made by
the comm ffioners of the Uiited States: The majority
through tear refufed to put the queflion on the laft
propofition, though it was on agreeing to it that the
eventual fuccefs of the meeting depended. Their
fears were certainly greater than their danger, for
though feveral members fpoke decitively in favourlof
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fubmiffion, no infult was offered to them. Their ' pas
nic was not only infpired by the place and circumftan-
ces, but many of them were afraid of mifchief at home.
The Tom Tinker's' letter recently publithed had
concluded with fevere tlireats; againft, thofe who
would comply: Indéed threats of burning houfes,
tarring and feathering &c. were now made by a def-
cription of people, whofe voice is not heard in fociety
in fettled times. I have faid before that feveral of the
committee-men were not well fele@ted, fome of themt

Iknew to be of the molt inflammatory charaQters.
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I T was plainly peirceived that longer titné
ivas neceflary ; a new committee of 12 conferees was
appointed to procure it, if poffible. The conferees
who had been with the commiffioners before, though
they knew that time aloné was neceflary to bring the
people to a fenfe of their intereft and duty, before the
terms were finally fubmitted tothem, believed it could
not be obtained, and as there had been imputations
againft them, they declined the appointment, and 12
new conferees were appointed, of whom only 8 waited

“on the commiffioners at Pittfburgh, who had it not in
their power to grant longer time as their own authoriry
‘was to expire in a few days.

On the terms propofed by the commiffion-
‘ersnot being decided on by the committee of 6o,
they withdrew them, and fubftituted new ones. to be
fubfcribed by the people individually in their town
meetings, or eletion diftricts ; this mode of taking

Q .
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the fenfe of the people had been recommended by the
committee of 60, and fome of the new conferees ap-
pomted the method of taking the fenfe of the people
in diftri@ts, and others in town{hlps for their refpec-
tive counties.

The teft to be- fubferibed ‘was in the following
words : * I do folemnly promife henceforth to {ubmit
to the laws of the United States ; and that I will not
direclly or indiretly oppofe the execution of the a&
for raifing a revenue on diftilled fpirits and ftills, and
that I will fupport as far as the law requires the civil
authority in affording the prote@ion due to all officers
and other citizens.”

Thefe terms were agreed to on the 9d September,
but it was the 4th before they were got printed ready
for the conferees to leave Pittfburgh ; confequently
there was but fixdays to fpread the neceffary informa-
tionthrough a country, containing 70,000 inhabitants,
(exclufive;of the extenfive county of Bedford, for which
the teft was alfo intended,) fpread over a territory

nct much lefs extenfive than the ftate of Connefticug,
which fends féeven members to Congrefs, and inter
fperfed with mountains and large bodies of unfeated
Jands. Four of the conferees not attending left fome
large diftri€ts wholely without the means of informa-
tion, but though exertions were made to circulate the
-neceffary information, yet there wasno opportunity
of impre[ﬁng on the cautious citizens, who had from
_an excefs of prudence declined attending all the for-
- mer meetings, the neceffity of attending this one, and
-the people generally had ng opportunity of perufing
. the teft they were required to fubferibe, until the
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hour they met on the ground tofign their names ; not
then had they had time, or opportunity for deliberate-
ly making up their minds.

The word folemnly was confidered as an oath, and
from henceforth, as an acknowledgement of having
offended heretofore, which with much the greater num-
ber ofthe inhabitants in general, and many diftrits
with refpe@ to the whole inhabitants, was not true.
The commiffioners indeed agreed that thofe objeftion-
able words {thould be ftricken out, and publifhed it in
the gazette ; but the gazette did not, nor could not
arrive in moft places till after the day of figning. In
fome places However the people fuppreffed thefe words
themfelves. The word indirectly was underftood by
many as calculated to bind them from even petitioning
againft the excife law for the future, and the fhort
fpace of an hour or two at a confufed meeting did not
afford leifure nor compofure for thofe who were capa-
“ble, and fo difpofed, to inform and advife the people. :
It is wel] known that a legiflative body compofed of
the wifeft citizens will not pafs a law for the leaft im-
portant purpofe, without various readings on feveral
different days ; it could not be expefied that an unin-
formed mafs of people could make up their mind to
fubfcribe what amounted to a new teft of allegiance,
with fo little time or compofure for deliberation. The
difficulty was much encreafed by the number and
fmallnefs of the difiricts in which they were covened ;
this gave an opportunity, for fuch as feldom attended

eleGtions, and whofe voice was never heard on other
public occafions, who had not horfes to ride nor
cloathsto put on, toattend the meetings, overaw them,
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. and infult the very perfons, by whofe {ympathy theis
families had been preferved from famine.  This. took
place in fome townthips and fmall diftricts, where no
excefles had formerly been committed. By this def-
cription 1 do not mean to implicate the induftrioug
poor. There were no people behaved better than
moft of lhofe I have obferved firiking inftances of
the virtue and ufefulnefs of this clafs of men; thcu‘

~ advice was often attended to, when men who were on

ordmary occafions influential, would notbe heard. Itis
known, that to all new fettlements there is a conftant
mgrefs of the moft indolent people, who are not only
flothful, but ignorant and obllinate, and who having
nothmg to lofe and little expe&auon of bettering their

;ondmon by induftry, dehght in promotmg confufion.
This defcnpuon of pe0ple was becnme bold and dan-

gerous at this penod and the non-attendance of a
great proportion ¢ of thofc who having givenno oﬁ'eme

were determined to /ign no teft, gave the greater oppor-

tunity in fome places for diforderly perfons to domi-
neer ; theydid {o in fome places to fuch a degreeas to
prevent in a great meafure the defign of the meetirig
frombeing obtained. T houghthey didnot exceedafourth
ora ﬁfth of the number prefent, yet defperatmn and
threats of bummg fupplied the Place of numbers, and
it was not thought Prudent on that day to put the law
in execution, as the country diftri&ts did not know the
fituation the county towns were in, or whether taking
erfons to prifon might not lead to further riots.

In the refult, however, out of above forty different
places of meeting for the purpofe of fubfcribing the
affurances, at onIy wwo of themwetethe papers tern.by
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a defperate banditti. One of thefe was at the place
where the pecple who needed an amnefty were numer-
ous, the other was that in which I refide, where very
few had been guilty of any excefles. At one place in
Allegany county the figning was prevented by violence
or terror, where jt was the intereft of many to have
fubfuxbed at a few other fuch places, the fubfcnbmg
was done with dx‘ﬁf‘ult) Neverthelefs thofe who had
been deeply engaged in the excefles generally figned,
except a few of the moft ignorant and obftinate ; there
were fome inaeed who had dared to engage in the great-
elt outrages, who had not courage to fubfcribe for their
own fafety, left they would be conﬁdered as defert-
e:s.

In fome of the townthipsnext to the frontiers, even
the people who attended the meetings abfolutely re-
fufed to fign, becaufe there were none among them who
had given offence, or at any time oppofed the execut:on
of the excife law. They took it amifs that they were
called upon; and fome difiridis in the upper parts of ‘
Wathingtonwere not warned. Indeedthe people gener-
ally, who had been muchdiftreffed all round the extenfive
frontier, had no hand inoriginating, or carrying on the
difturbances, nordid theyappearat allinit, till they were
folicited to {end delegates to Parkifon’s ferry to promote
the reftoration of order, and as far as I could obferve-
orbe mfouned they umformly contributed to that de-
firable object i in every inflance, till the fubfcribing
was called for, and then the' f.; d, let them fign in the
places where they are involved. Some, hewever, were
perfuaded to do it from policy.  They had nct only
behaved well themfelves, but {from fome places offered

4
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their fervices, particularly to general Wilkin to quel}
the infurgents.

- The:whole county of Fayette aled on the fame
principle.  They had fubm-tted to the authority cf
the marfhal, and regularly entered for their appear-
ance to the action, and knew that there were few if any
rriminalsamong them ; they therefore refufed to fign
to the terms of the commiflioners ; but in order to fa-
tisfy government with refpec to their intention, they .
formed refolutions of ,their own, and at a neeting of
delegates from the feveral townfhips, unanimoufly
hgreed to fubmlt to the laws of the United States and
of this ftate, and not to oppofe diredly or indireéily
the ats for raiﬁng 3 revenue on diftilled fpirits, fills,
kec. agreeably to the terms propofed by the commif-
fioners ta the committee of fixty. Theyalfo called on
the people to meet in elettion diftricts, to declare their
fubmiffion to the laws.  Comparatively few attended,
-efpecially in the places furthermoft removed from the
difturbances, and where leaft heat or agitation had pre-
vailed ; of thofe who did attend, 580 voted for fub-

miffion, and 280 againft it. Yet notwithftanding the
refufal to fign the terms prefcribed by the whole coun-
ty of Fayette, and by feveral townthips in the north
of Weftmoreland, there was only one prifoner brought
from Fayette, and none from the other, when the
judge and the army went into the country ;. the perfon
brought from Fayette was found to be innocent ; he had
been in Kemucky when the nots were committed in
the weftern country.
The commiffioners returned to Philadelphia before
the day of figning, except Mr. Rofs, who flayed to
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receive the lifts of fubfcribers, and to obferve the tem-~
per that would be difcovered on that eccafion. He
alfo was obliged togo to Philadelphia before 2ll the re-
turns were come to hand. 'The tumults that took place
on the day of figning, and the heat and agitation which
difcovered itfelf ina few places, particularly among
the uninformed part of the Germans, for a few days
after it, induced feveral of the judges and other perfons
of information to agree in opinion with Mr. Rofs, that
* it would be neceffary to have an army fent into the
country ; but this opinion was alfo made up without
time for information, and confequently was foen
changed. It wasbut a few days, in fome places the
very nest day, after {igning, that many of thofe who
had been moft riotous on the day of figning, came,
fome of them in tears, begging permiffion to fign;
in fome places their figning was received, with certifi-
cation, that it would not be admitted as a claim for
amnefly, in other places they were refufed the privi-
lege altogether. ' When they refle®ed, they faw that
they were deferted by thofe on whom they had depend-
ed, and who, perhaps, had advifed them, or by their
example encouraged them to mifchief.

From a view of the fubje& it is evident, that if but
one week had been aflowed for the people to deliberate
on the affurances they were required to fign, the fub-
miffion to the laws would have been complete, at leaft
there would have been fo few exceptions, that they
would have given no alarm; there were none within
my knowledge but what would have figned in half that
time. Signingaffociations, binding the citizens to affift
one another in fupport of tke laws, bad been promoted
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at Pittfburgh by general Wilkin and others, and ge<
nerally figned ; this example was generally and fuc-
cefsfully imitated; fuch an affociation wasentered
into in the townfhip in which I refide, the third day
after the. figning, and in many other places equally
foon. ,

The commiffioners, however, are not to blame for,
not giving longer time ; their own powers expired with
the time given to the people; they were nearly ex-
pired before it was determined to fubmit it to the
people, in that manner, - afd it was the influence of
terror on the committee of 6o at Brown{ville, occafion-
ed by the wickednefs of a few, perhaps, of one man,
which rendered fubmitting it to the people neceffary.
‘T'he reafons, that determined the Prefident to limit the
authority of the commiffioners to {o fhort a period;
will be given in their proper place.

Though it may be admitted that there was a latent
predifpofition to violence among a few individuals,
who had been formerly attached to the infpeGor, and
encouraged by him to oppofe excife officers, under the
ftate, and though this was known to himfelf, and he
was prepared for defence, yet no fuch thing was ge-
nerally known in the country, and its breaking out at
the tipie was owing to accident, and circumftances of
a local nature. = Inconfiderate and ufelefs refiftance b
{hedding blood too abundantly, which the infpeCtor
was the more fuccefsful in doing, by being prepared in
a manner of which the aflailants were not aware, excit-
-ed a more formidable attack, and drew many into the
vortex of riot, who would have been far from engaging
in i1, if they had bad time to deliberate on the confe-

' ‘\.,).;_-:
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§uenices. Numbers thus inconfiderately involved in
crimes became defperate, dnd endeavoured by draw-
ing others into the fame fituation to make ita common
caufe, and being unfortunately aided in thefe miftaken
views by Bradford, Marfhal, and others, whoattemptedto
give a more violent complexion and greater magmtude
to the mifchief, by drawing the whole weftern country
into a combination againft the excife law, and for this
purpofe contriving the rendezvous at Braddock’s field,
and ufing every means to inflame the minds of thé
¢itizens, and to overawe with terror thofz who might
oppofe their defigns, and for this pxir'pofe magnifying
the numbers at Braddock’s field, and advertifing that
thoufands had been on their march to join them, fromn
places where there was not a perfon who knew of the
rendezvous. I fay, by thefe mad exertions, the infur-
rection progrefled for a few days like the paroxifm of
an inflammatory fever, {pent its force in frequent irre-
gular convulfions, and finally {ubfided almoft as fud-
denly, and to many as unexpectedly as it commenced ;
the moft alarming {ymptoms were difcovered at Brad-
dock’s field, and the laft flruggle was a feeble attempt
to raife a party a few miles fouth of Greenfburgh.

The courts had not been interrupted in their pro-
grefs, onthe Monday previous to the day appointed for
figning the affurances to government, the court at
GreeMfburgh was opened by a fenfible fpeech, well
adapted to the occafion, by prefident Addifon, and he
was not infulted nor the bufinefs of the court interrupt-
ed, and he went through the circuit without meeting
with any embarrafflment.  As the ocean which 1s agi-
tated for fome time after the ftorm has {pent its force,

R
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fo was the agitation that appeared among the people
after the day of figning; but they afterwards became
calm as formerly, except as to the anxiety that arofe
from apprehenfions of what was to follow, and reflec-
tions on the paft.

The agitation havmg fo perfetly fubfided, an ad-
vertifement was put in the gazette, calling on the Par-
kifon’s ferry delegates to hold another meeting on the
2d of OQober. The meeting was advertifed by fome of
the fame perfons who had but about a week before given
their opinion that an army would be neceflary ; but {o
fudden and perfet was the prefent calm, thattheywere
convinced that fuch affurances of fubmiffion could
now be procured, as would render the march of the
army totaily unneceflary.

The delegates met, and agreed to the followmg re-
folutions : “*Refolved unanimoufly that it is the opinion
of this meeting that if the fignature of the fubmiffion
be not univerfal it is not fo much owing to any exift-
ing difpofition to oppofe the laws, as to a want of time
and information to operaté a correfpondent fentiment;
and with refpect to the greateft number, 2 prevailing
confcioufnefs of their having had no concern in any
outrage, and an idea that their fignature would xmply
a fenfe of guilt.”

By another refolve they gave affurances of fubmxf-
fion in the very words prefcribed by thecommiffisners;
and by a third they refolved to fend David Redick
and myfelf, with thefe affurances, tothe Prefident of the
United States, with authority in behalf of the meeting,
. to explain to him the more circumftantially the ftate of
the country, in order to enable him to judge whether
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an armed force would now be neceffary to fupport the
civil authority in thofe counties.

I had not attended this theeting, but the refolves
were tranfmitted td me, and a letter from prefident Ad-
difon, affuring me that he had canverfed with diftillers
and others, refiding in the parts of the county where
the oppofition originated, and that they had given the
ftrongeft affurances of their fubmiffion. I had other-
wife fufficient ‘proofs that the laws could be fupported
dnrevery other part of the weftern counties.
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'C H A P. XIL

O N the road to Carlifle we heard alarming'
accounts of the army, rendezvoused at that place, be-
ingvery ungovernable and exceedingly inflamed againft
the people of the weftern country indifcriminately.
We {tiis flaitered ourfelves that thefe reports were not
weil founded, till we met with fome officers of the
weitern army on their way to Pitfburgh with recruits,
who confirmed the reports we had heard from others..
We lodged at a tavern three miles from Carlifle, and
paifed for travellers going to Philadelphia, which we in-
teud~d doing if we fhould not meet the Prefidentat Car-
lifle; but whenthe people of the houfedifcovered that we
were from the weftern counties, they were much alarm-
ed, and pretled us exceedingly to abandon the thought
of going through Carlifle, offering at the fame time
to condu&t us by another rout.  They defcribed the
rage of the army againft all the people from the weft-
ern counties, in terms which they thought fufficient to
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deter us from approachingit ; and in giving a relation
o/the licentioufnefsandferccity of thetroops, toldus of
their having already killed two men incold blood.

We had no {oner difmounted at the tavern in
Carlifle, than I was afked to walk afide by a gentleman
who was waiting to fee me. The Carlifle paper had
mentioned our coming ; confequently we were expected.
He informed me of the inflammation prevailing in the
army being apparently too f{lrong to be reftrained,
and of their threats againft us, and advifed that we
fhorld be cautious how we expofed ourfelves ; that the
refentmentagainft us was particularly exafperated from
an apprehenfion that it was our errand, to give fuch
aflurances to the Prefident, as were intended to pre-
vent their march to the Monongahela. He affured
me thet his objedt was purely to prevent injury tous,
and difhonour to the army, and requefted me to pay
attentinn to his advice. He had been a refpeQlable
officer during the late war, but not attached to the
prefent army, nor a dweller in or near that place.
I have nothad an opportunity fince that time of ac-
knowledging his well timed and humane caution.
"Though I did not credit the extent of his impreffions at
the time, I was foon convinced they were not exagge-
rated. We obferved the proofs of it in the behaviour
of feveral individuals, and were confirmed by the infor-
mation of others, in and out of the army.

Having early in the morning waited on the Pre-
fident todeliver the papers, and obtained on appocint=
ment for an interview, we withdrew in a{hort time.
This was to have been expefted ; it was about feven
o'clock ; but before ten the report was current through
both the town and the army, that the Prefident had dri-
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ven us out in fix minutes, and was not te fee us again 3
and notwithftanding the Prefident’s eftablifhed charac-
ter for difcretion and politenefs, and the frequent in-
‘terviews to which we were admitted, this ridiculous
ftory was believed by many in the army during the
whole expedition, and has been reported fince, through
diftant parts of the United States. Loni after the
return of the army, I wastold it by one of the generals
who commanded in the expedition, and who was’ fur-~
prifed to hear that it was not true. : ,

Though we were cautions of mixing with the
.army atlarge,we took every opportunity of converﬁng ,
with the officers from different places, in order to have
an opportunity of removing the miftaken impreffions,
and corre@ing the falfeinformation, they had received,
and to know more perfectly the general charafler
of thearmy. In one inflance obfervinga regiment
newly arrived from Philadelphia; as foon as the men
were difmiffed from parade, we mixed with fuch
of the officers-as we were acquainted with, and dined
in company with the Colonel.

When we informed him of the fuccefsful exertions
that had been made to reftore {ubmiffion to the laws ;
apd mentioned one individual, who had dlﬂmgmihed'
himf{elf with induftry andaddrefs, he anfwered us that
that very man, if he wasmet wuh Jwould be fkewered, fhot,
or hanged on the firft tree. I had betore been infor -
med of two lifts put into the hands cf fore in the ar-
my, containingthe names of gertain perfons, who were
to be fotreated when met with, and that the very per--
fon alluded to by the Colonel was in both of them.
> { underftood I had the honour to fill a placé in one
myfel‘ The colonel treated us decently, buthis ex-
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preffions confirmed my belief of a fa@, the truth of
which I had till now willingly doubted.

But the defigns of affaflination were not againft us
exclufively. Thofe among themfelves who had reafons
ed in favour of the fubjetion of the military to the
civil law, or fuggefted that thofe who killed a citizen"
in cool blood {hould anfwer to the proper courts, and
that the army were only employed to aid the Judiciary
in the exercife of its proper fundlions, and not to
ufurp or exercife thofe funflions themfelves, were in
as. much danger, and equally the objects of threats, as
the whifky men, and in fact were called fo.

Two men had been killed, one on the great road
near Lebanon, and the other ata houfe in the neigh-
bourhood of Carlifle. The one on the road was killed .
by the Jerfey troops. He provoked an.officer by foolifh
and infulting language, and on laying hold on one of
the bayonets of the guard, who were ordered to arreft
him, he was run through the body. He wasevident-
1y drunk or deranged. Surely fo many men in arms
could eafily bave fecured one unarmed fool, without
killing him. The other was killed by a light hotfe-
man from Philadelphia, who went into the country to
feize fome perfons who had afifted at erecting liberty
poles in Carlifle. 'The young man, who was killed, -
was not only innocent, but very unwell. The party
left him under guard of one of their number, until
they would fearch the barn for others. The fick boy
declaring his innocence, and that he was not able to
fland, attempted to go into the houfe without leave ;
the light horfeman ordered him to ftop, on the peril
of being thot, and if he could nct fland to fit or lay
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down, and in the mean time cocked his pifiol. Whén
the boy was in the pofture of laying- himfelf down,
" and the light horfeman about to uncock his piftol,-it
went off and fhot the boy mottally. I flate this cafe,
as I had it from the beft authority, and ds taken from
an examination of the light horfeman. :

But admitting, as I believe we ought, that thofe acls
of man-killing were not murder, yet thev ought not
to have been done, becaufethey might éafily have been:
prevented ; " affer the Prefident had coreanced’ the
-army, by his difcourfes, of the propriet} , and enforced
by his authority the neceflity of the fubordination of
the military to the civil power, and after he had given
anunequivocal teftimony of his-fincerity by obliging
thofe who killed the two men, to enter recogmfance
with bail, for ftanding their trial at ccurt, no more
‘accidents of the kind Bappencd.

‘The auchority and influence of the Prefident had
lowered the tone, though riot changed the temper of
the outrageous part of the arniy, while we were at Car-
lifle.  'The preper attention he paid to us, on account
of thi; errand we came on, and the refiraint his orders
impofed on their defigns, gave great mortification to )
that part of them that ccntinued longeft in Carlifle ;
the laft interview to which we were admitted was on
the evening previous to the Prefident’s fitting out for
Patowmack. While the converfation continued, a ge-
neral officer, with others,walked before the window, and
railed againft the Prefident for converfing with -us ;
faying, that he never would recover the populagity
that he loft by countenancing infurgents. Qwing how-
ever to that falutary reftraint, thus impofed on‘them
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by the Prefident, all'the fire was fpent in threatening
what they would do ; laying their hands on their
fwords, which many of them had not been accuftomea
10 wear, they would (wear there was no need of jjudges
and jufies, let them only fee thie men and they would
fkewer them:

I was the lefs furprifed at this difplay of the
jnflammitotry agitation of the human mind, that I
had fo recently been acquainted with its ebullitions,

~in a variety of efforts in the courfe of its fermentation
ang fettling on its lees ini the weftern country. I had
heard the word of terror pronounced in fuch loud .ac-
cents, as that like 4 magic fpell it chilled the blood and
pétriﬁed the fpirits, almoftas faras the reportofit vibra-
tedwiththe air that wafted the alarming found. I had ob-
ferved in the rapid reign of in difcretion, plans executed
almoft as foon as an infatuated imagination conceived
them and fome thoufandsof thoughtlefs, of outrageous,

and of well difpofed citizensrendezvoufed togetherinone’
hetrogeneous mafs, and tens of thoufands put on pa-
per as ontheir way to rendezvous, (who by the by had
not heard of the plan) and all for no vifible obje&,
nor to anfwer any purpofe, but expofe the madnefs of
thofe who condu@ed the career of folly. I had feen

the effervefcence in human fociety operate fo power-
fully as to throw the fcum to the furface, and caufe the
purer parts to fuccumb for a moment, o far as to fix
a general charalter of impurity. While things were
ip this ftate, I bave heard men talk as if they were all
Samfons, who each could kill his thoufands with the

jaw bope of anafs. I had known myfelf and many
‘athers threatened with having our property burned,
ourf:lves tarred, feathered, &c. but faw none of thefe
S
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dreadful threa's executed. After the poor excifemen
were overfet, there was no perfon otherwife hurt,
than by the effe@s cf temporary tcrror cn the mind.
I knew cf a black lift tco, cgntaining a certain number
of the beft citizens to be hanged cr thot, who are all
“yet living. I clearly faw that the very fame fpirit was
operating in the army, that had thus convnlfed the wef-
tern country, and hoped that it would alfo evaperate
in air, efpecially as it would be held under refiraint
by the authority and influence of difcreet and experi-
eunced officers. I had nodoubt but that there was a
majority of well difpofed people in the army, who
wifhed to fupport the laws, as well as there bLad been
in the weftern country, though by the bluflering noife
and high handed meafures of the ricters, people at a
diflance were inducedto believe that ali the inhabitants
were infurgents. By mixing with the pecple myfelf,
I found this was not the cafe, even where the ocutrages
originated. In like manner, by takingevery prudent
opportunity of mixing with the army, I was convin-
ced that many were difpofed to fubmit to diftipline
and fupport the laws ; but thefe were nct the men whe
made the noife. The caufe however was very diffe-
rent ; the caufe of the army was landable, and their
turning out meritorious ; the caufe cf the infuigentson
th.e other hand was criminal. Jlowever when I re-
fleted on the vaft mafs of undxicxplmed men, who
were colle@ted and fo well equipped, afluming the
height of military airs, without the habits cf military
difoipline, having no apprehenfions of danger to prefs
them together, no encmy to éncounter, ncr in fa&
any obJed to afford them an opportunity ‘of difplaying
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their prowefs; I fay, when I refle@ted on thefe circum-
ftances, togetherwith the inflammatory {fymptomswhich
were {o prevalent, and might foon pervade the whole
mafs ; it gave me unpleafant fenfations. I was not
without apprehenfions that fuch convulfions might
be the refult, aswould notonly be ruinous to the wef-
tern counties, but proftrate the very government and
laws, which they were called forth to fupport. I krew
they had fhed blood, in a manner that difcovered that
they were not very folicitous to avoid it. I knew
thatfomeof no mean rank were mortified that thofewho
had {hed blood were obliged to enter recognifance, and
give bail. It iswell known that at Carlifle the army was
ongce in that fituation, that one part of it was ordered to
charge the others, and if a difcretion, which by ftri@t
rules might have been efteemed criminal, had not
been exercifed by thefficer who was ordered to make
the charge, brothers blood might have been fhed in
abundance. It is well remembered that the fireets
and avenues of Califle were occupied by the army,
during the nigh:, and that an apprehenfion of the town
being burnt excited a general‘panic. To what height
thefe alarming heats might have gone. if the Prefident
had not arrived fo feafonably, it is impoffible to tell.

Though there were othcers poueffed of virtue and ex-
perience there before he arrived, yet their authority
was not {ufficient to preferve order. Indeed whlle the
army continued at Carlifle, drmkmgwascamedto grea-
ter excefs, than I had heard of it bemg done amony the
infurgents, and wine will inflame the Pa[ﬁon_s as much
or more than even whifky.
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However it is a queflion that never willbe decided,
whetherthe authority and influence of a Preﬁdent would
have been effequal if that Prefident had not been gene-
ral Wathington. ‘Theman, that had commanded our
armies {uccefsfully through the late war, and’ whofe
military char acter was fo refpeflable, had an influence
over mxhtary men, that few others could expett to
pO‘lcl

‘There was not fo much of the mﬂammpﬁo}'v fpi-
rit ¢hfervable in the left wing of the army as ip the
cihwr, ner was thereany perfonskxlled bv them, by ac-
cient or otherwife. In one or twoinftances, where
there was danger of fome foplith men who mixed with

that wing being fkewered, general Morgan, by preten-
d:ing to yeferve them for ignominious pum{hment, fa-
ved them, all they could be fafely difmijfled, or kept
his men from killing them by threatening to kill them
Limfelt. 1ekept his divifion on the parade while on
their march, until hecalled on the people reﬁdmf7 near
the encampmem. and paxd them 1mmed|atelya reafon-
able price for what the army had taken or deftroyed;
con{equentlv there were few complamts made by the
citizens of maraudmg or deftru@ion commmed bv that
wing. General Smith, who commanded the Mazyland
bng'lde complied ftrictly with the Prefident’s orders in
dlfchargmg fuch of the men as were dlforderly A[
fort Cimberland he called on the Captains to make re-
port-of charaQers of that defcnpnon, of which he dif-
charged about 50 in one day ; this not only purged the
army, but'was a caution to thofe that remained ; lhe
c0nfequeme was that the route on which he marched
cannot be traced by the - fufferings and ‘complaints of
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the citizens; norwas there fo high a degree of inflam-
mation among the Maryland troops as appeared in the
reft of the army ; even among the troops from Vir-
ginia the tone was not fo high nor the fpirit fo ungo-
vernable, as in the right wing ; however, more frequent
examples of punithment were made among them.
Notwithftanding the inflammatory and ungoverna-
ble fpirit that prevaxled in the army, it was reftrained
from acual outrage ; but doing this required great ad-
drefs. If a fevere example had not been made of two
men in the camp at Garnaghan s in Weftmoreland, for
difobedience and mutiny, it is the opinion of the moft
experienced officers who werg there, that the country
would have been rumed and there were fuch ferious
apprehcnﬁons of their punx{hment occafioning a gene-
ral mutiny, that it was a mattgr of great | hefitationwith
the: commander in chlgf of that wing, and other ofﬁccrs,
whethcr Lhe fentence could be executed without a ge-
ncral mutiny. Through the decifion, however, of
eneral Itwin, to whofe perfonal intrepidity it was ow-
ing that the culpnts were brought to trial, and through
the confidence that was entertained in general Cham-
bers s brwade, the fente nce was executed without ¢ dxﬁurb»
ance. By way of precauuon, general Chambers had
hxs brigade paraded, in fuch a manner as to be veady to
charge the regiment to whom the cu'pnts belonged
and in front of which the fentence was executed, if a
mutmy had been attempted.  This inftance of difci--
plme is believed to have had an excellent effe& in pre-
vennng a total fubverfion of difcipline, and r;ﬂram-
ing the dnfpoﬁuon of marauding, which’ at that timg
threatened 'to involve the country in great diftrefs. It
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will appear hereafter that an apprehenfon of a mutin-
ous difpofition prevailing in the army, had a difagreea-
ble effet on the proceedings of the judiciary.

General Chambers had made fome examples of dif-
cipline, before his brlgade left the {ettlements, where it
was raifed. This was no doubt one reafon why it fet
fuch an example of good behaviour and fuftained the
chara&er of being the moft orderly brigade in the right
wing of thearmy. To this I heard the commander in

chief of that wing, fecretary Hamilton, and many other
officers bear ample teflimony ; but there was another
reafon, of greater weight, which influen cedthatcharac-
ter.

The feffion of affembly, which was convened during
the infurrection, obferving a relu®ance in the militia to
turnout in their claffes, ard confidering that there was a
great number of citizens in the lower counties who had
religious fcruples againft bearing arms, gave a bounty
fo encourage the enliftment of volunteers, and many
of the citizens whofe duty it was to go precured fub-
flitmes. The militia corps from Philadelphia, and the
counties near it, were chiefly compofed of fuch of this
defcription ; there was a fmaller proporticen in general
Chambers’s brigade than in the others, and of confe-
quence a greater proportion of fuch citizens as turned
out in their proper claffes ; and it is among thofe that

we may always expect to find the greateft refpe@ paid’
to the laws. With orderly citizens, moral principles’

and a fenfe of honour will go far in fupplying the want

of difcipline.
There was another defcription of volunteers, both

from New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania, whoneither came
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fiom thé inducement cf a bounty nor the expeation
of plunder, but purely with a view to fupport the go-
vernment and law. Many of thefe were men of large
property, a ani extenfively engaged in bufinefs. They
. came at much expence and made great facrifices, many
of them being unufed to perfonal hardfhips ftood the -
unavoidable fatigue of fuch a journey beyond expela-
tion and without murmuring. Indeed I was agreeably
* furprifed to fee them arrive at Bonnst's camp in fuch
good health and fpirits, after fo much fatigue. It had
rained on them almoft everv day, from’ the time they
left Bedford till they arrived at that place, and thougi
they were every way the bell equipped and fupplied
of any trcops that ever had marched in the fervice of
the United States, yet the exceflive rains and exceeding
badnefs of the roads rendered the march very fatiguing
and uncomfortable, cfpecially asa proportion of the
road was on mountains naturally fwampy. I do not fay
that none of them murmured, for fome of them filled
the news-papers with complaints and farcafms on the
whifky-men. By reading fome of thofe letters, that
were publifhed, it would have been thought the county
of Bedford was full cf the moft daring criminals, and
the afmy haraffed to deata, purfuing them over roads,
that endangered the life of man to pals, &c. where-
asthere were only four prifoners taken or fought after
in that county, two of whom refided within a few
miles of Bedford town, the cther two were from the
Glades, 30 miles diftant from Eedford, and o refifi-
ance was attempted by them. In fome of thefe letters,
the difficulties they evcountered are magnified to a very
high degree. ** In thort no expedition J iring the lait
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war, nor even that of Hannibal over-the Alps, could
equal the infuperable hardfhips which we fuffered,”
is the language of one of them. But thefe foolith ex-
aggerations ought no more to fix the chara@er of thefe
corps, than the condu@ of a few defperate infurgents
ought to fix the charaler of all the inhabitants of the
four weftern counties.

It muft be expected, that 4 proportion of thofe who
went out as volunteers, in what were called thegentle-
man corps, were men of the moft ardent {pirits, whe
perhaps miftook the warmth of their paffions for patri-
otifm ; for, it is not uncommon in either rehglon or pos
. litics to find mankind miftake the agitation and biafs
of their own paffions for zeal or patriotifm, and in the
cafe before us there might have been incidental preju-
dices arifing from other caufes; but notwithftanding
the inflammatory materials of which thefe corps were
in part compofed, I have authority for faying, that
they not only fubmitied to fatigue with the perfever-
ance of veterans, but moft of them aced with a becom-
ing fubordination to orders; among thefe, however,
mote than any other corps, did the bluftering threats
prevail, which fpread fuch a general alarm.
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C H A P. XIL

O N E evilof 2 peculiar tatute atofe
from this ftate of things. The militia corps being in
fo greata proportion compofed of fubftitutes, or per-
fons induced to enlift by bounty, &c. and the militia
generally not being drefled in uniform, they were
defpifed by thofe who compofed the gentleman corps,
who always fpoke of them inthe language of contempt,
and to this day, in relating the incidents of the cam-
Ppaign, every thing bad or mean, that was done, they
fay was done by the militia.- Perhaps this had too
much foundation in truth, owing to the materials of
which tke militia was in part compofed ; but it is
exceedingly impolitic to render the militia contemp-
tible. The charaer of the militia ought to be had in
the higheft honour, and the laws fhould be fo calcula- .
ted asto render them the moft refpeable. They are*”
2s much the reprefentatives of the citizens, when they
are called to fupport the laws of their country, as th
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memters of Congrefsare their Reprefentatives to make
thofe laws.

To render the militia refpectable, no fubftitute
fhould be admitted, unlefs insextreme cafes, and event
in thofe cafes the perfon admitted fhould be of equal
charater, and have as much at flake in the refult, as
the citizen whofe place he fupplies. In fhort he
ought to have an equal ftake, at rifk, in the common-
wealth, and no exoueration fhould be admitted on
account of religious fcruples.  Thofe citizens, who
have no {cruples againft being legiflators, magiftrates, or
jurors, ought not be admitted to benefit by fuch feru-
ples, when they are neceﬁ'anly called on, to fupport
the laws of their country, which are the common
inheritance of ail the citizens. The man, who enjoys
stfluence or the honour of holding public cffices,
ought not on that account to be exemp-ed from the rifk
and fatigue of militia fervice, in fupport of the govern-
ment, in which be has more at flake than his lefs for-
tunate neighbours. In the diftribution of natural evils,
the abodes of honour and affluence are not more free
from difeafes and pains, than the abodes of thofe, who
enjoy a more f:aniy portion, neither ought they to
be more indulged wlien political difeafes {hake the
commonwealth. (In fuch cafes they ought to fubmit
to common rifk with thofe, whofe lot it is to be in equat
flations in thie fervice in which they are employed.” To
have the militia diftinguifhed into gentlemen privates,
and plebean privates, is wholly anti-republican. A
flanding army is przferable to a militia thus diftinguifth-
ed. In the late expedition, the name mrfitia was under-
fiood to have the fame idea affixed to it, 23 pledeax or
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Jawer order of citizens. An army, arranged in this man-
ner, never can have confidence within itfelf, nor em-
brace the confidence of their fellow citizens.

~ When it becomes abfolutely neceffary to call out
the militia to fupprefs- infurreQions, or to aid the civil
magiftrate againft combinations too powerful for the
ordinary adminiftration of the laws ; if the militia were
compofed of the citizens drawn in their proper cla(fe:;;
no one carps could be held in contempt by the cther,
and every corps would have within itfelf a fufficient
number of orderly ¢itizens, whofe refpect to' their own
chara@er and to the laws would be fufficient fecurity
againft marauding and other outrages, A militia, called
out on thefe principles, in this country where the
~principles of government are fo generally underftood,
andwhere mildnefs of temperis a leading feature in our
chara@er, would certainly be tlie leaft'dangerous, and
alfo the moft fuccefsful ; for the irfurgents in this cafe
would be lefs defperate, as they would have lefs to
dread. They would confider the army, as thzir fellow
citizens, difcharging their duty in obedience to the
Jaws, on the fame principles with a court, jury or {he-
Fiff, and not as officious knight-errants, who were fli-
mulated, perhaps, by the refentments of political
partty fpirit, or the antipathies fometimes arifing from
loqal fituation. Nor would they view them as an un-
difciplined band of fubftitutes, induced toundertake the
fervice by the receipt of bounty atd the expeftation
of plunder, without any regard to the love of the gol
yernment or the deteftation of crimes.  This defcrip-
{iop of men are juft fo much worfe than 2 ftanding ar-

-
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my, asthey are lefs in the habits of military fubor-
dination.

Being informed from' the beft authority at Car-
lifle, that in the city of Philade’phia, every perfon, ex-
cept the velunteers, whofe duty it was togo onthe wef-
ternexpedition, and who had the means of doing it, pro-
cured {ubititutes, it is equally certain that this was alfo"
the cafe in thofe counties, where people entertained re--
hglous fcruples, and to a certain degree through all the
ftates,on which the reqmﬁuons were made. From thefe
cxrcumﬂﬂmes, and finding that the word militia was a
term of reproach attached to the clafs regiments by the

‘volunteer corps, I was the lefs furprized at the licen-
tious and inflammatory fpirit, which at that period for-
med 1oconfpicuous a traitin the charadter cf the army,
and which it coft the Prefident fo much labour and
attention to fubdue. Indeed it gave me very fenfible
pleafure to difcover fuch corps, as contained a confide- -
rable proportion of citizens who turned cut in obedi-
ence to the laws, and not from any finifter inducement;

as thefe were the men who had the greateﬁ ccmmon
intereft in fuppomng the government, and refioring
obedience to the laws, where thexr authority had been
infringed. I had confequently the moft confident
expeQatiens, thatin their own conduc they would give
a falutary example of obedience to that authority they
were employed to fupport, and thew a refpe to that
order, which it was the objecl ¢ of the expedition to vef-

“tore. And I felicitate my{elf aad my country, that I
was not difappointed in my expe&a'lon The pecple
of the weftern countgy generally had the fame impref-
fions; for I have been well informed that theydifcover-
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ed much greater confidence in thofe citizens, who turn-
ed cutin their clafles, in obedience to the laws, and
treated them with more refpc@, where they could dif-
tinguifh them, than they did others.

The voluntéer corps were more generally men of
liberal education; and therefore as gentlemen had a
fenfe of honour, and would not floop to the bafenefs of

" plundering or committing wanton deftru%ion, and the
molt refpeQtable among them were fenfible of the- im-
portance cf fetting an example of obedience to the’
laws in their own condu&t; and even fuch of them as
had but little refpect to the laws, cr who thought they
were not olligatory on them in dealing withthofe, whoie
difobedience they were called to fupprefs, (and fome
of them confidered every man who drank whifkey to
be of that defcriptign) yet paid a relufant refpe to
the exprefs orders of the Prefident ; I fay relu®ant, for
they murmured at them, and with difficulty fubmitted.

The oftentatious vaunts, and feraciousthreats, loud-
ly expreffed by the bluftering blades in thefe corps,
which were perhaps exaggerated by fame, and the pe--
culiar circumftance of their being compofed in part of
fuch charalters, as never were feen in arms in the de-
fence of their country, when the fuccefs and barbarity
of a powerful invading enemy required the utmoft ex-
ertions of all the virtue and energy the country could
aford for its defence, at atime when the citizens of the
moft remote frontier fettlements marched in the mog
inclement feafons to the diflant fhores in fupport of the
then vibrating caufe of virtue and mankind ; ¥ fav,
thefe circumftances made an impreffion unfavourable
fo the charafler of thefe corps in the minds of the fo
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- ber citizens generally through the ftate, but efpecially
thafe in the weftern counties, whp were thc objedts of
‘their threats, without refpe& to. innocence or guilt,
Thefe circumftances gave an apprehenfion that hatred
to the weftern people generally, rather than patriotifm,
was the motive of their bemg volunteers in the caufe ;
aud as hatred always begets hatred and diftruft, fo it
happened in this cafe, at leaft fo far as to mar that con,
fidence which well difpofed people would otherwife
have entertained; however, the difcreet and humane
behaviour, which fome of thefe corps difcovered on
fometrymg cccafions, went far to remove this prejudice;;
and it is certain that the licentioufnefs of a few contri-
buted more than any other caufe to fix thefe unfavourg-
ble impreflions ; but even that circumftance arofe'naf
turally out of the prmczples of their felections.

s ;hat extreme degree of mﬁammauon which dxf—
covered jtfelf in the army, has been the occafion of
ferious r;ﬂeéhon, and given ground to doubt, whether
a militia army is the beft calculated for the internal
fupport of government, and their fuiteblenefs for that
. purpofe is fuppofed to be rendered the-more queftiona-
ble by havmg recou;fe to hiftorical facls, which relate
to a war of brothers, from that of the ten tribes of I ftael_
agamﬁ Benjamin at. Glbeah down to rnodern times ; it
is proper thcrcfore to eyamme furthcr into the i mcx-.
dental, or extraneous caufes of th¢ mﬁammatorv fpm:
ju the army, beﬁdes what arofe from its ﬁru&ure, and X
the other c1rcumﬁances I have related for if in the )
refult of the enquiry, it fhould be decided agamﬁ a mi-
litia, it will afforda ftrong, if not a conclufive, argument
in favour of ftanding armies in time of peace, and if’
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this is enice admitted, eftablithing an hereditary ténar-
chy becomes abfolutely neceflary, as a thing of eourfe,
or at leaft, an ariftocracy as firmly eftablifhed, as that
of Venice, with all its multifarious perplexity of checks
and tyrannical guards, calculated for the eternal exclu-
fion of equal liberty. But this mortifying refult ought
not to be admitted, without the firiQeft fcrutiny and the
fulleft conviction.

That the citizens would have been confiderably ine
cenfed at being called out from their farms and theif
merchandize, to go fuch'a~diftance to fupport the exe-
cution of the laws, even though they themfelves difap-
proved of the law that was oppofed, would not have
been furprifing. Butif there had been no extraneous
éxcitements, fympathy would have been mingled with
their refentments, and their objet would have been to
reclaim rather than kill, end to reconcile rather than
infult. They would have been careful to diftinguifh
the innocent from the guilty, and the ignorant and
miftaken from the intentionally wicked, and have paid
a facred refpet to the authority of the laws in their
own deportment, while they were coritributing to bring
their fellow citizens to punifhment for their difobedi-
ence. 1 fpeak of the temper difcovered at Carlifte,
tather than their after condu ; in the refult, however,
it will appear, that that temper was not quite extinguiff-
ed. Among the extraneous excitements may be reck
oned the great pains that had been taken to fet the cotra
dud of the weftern country people indifcriminately in
the moft obnoxious point of view ; evea thofe, who had
exerted themfelves with the greateft induftry, were
charalerifed as the chief promoters of the “infuf-
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rection, and the outrages were ‘greatly aggravated
both with refpet to their objet and extent.  Indeed
the leading ricters themfelves contributed to this
laft, circumftance ; they exceedingly magnified their
own numbers, boafted of their prowefs, and by blufter-
_ing threats intimidated thofe who were oppofed to then,
and produceda fcene of temporizing, foratime, in fome
places, whichwaswellcalculated todeceive the people in
theeafterncountry ; but it wasat notimetrue that judges,
magiftrates, clergy, membersof Congrefs and Afflembly,
were oppofed to the execution of the law, nor that any
of them evexa temporifed, exceptin particular fituations,
and for a {hcr' time. Thef: flanders were the reports
of e&cxfem‘-*], and fpies, and were not well founded.
The evident reluctance of the militia to turn out
rendered it neceffary to addrefs them with recruiting
orations, calculated to roufe, their paffions. Fer this
purpofe, trifling incidents were magnified into crimes,
and the moft orderly citizens were charallerized as
offenders.  Indeed many were induced to exped,
that the whole country would be given up to military
execution and piunder. .
 When the commiflioners were in Greenfburgh on
their return to Philadelphia, a few drunken worthlefs
j:crfons, one of whom had a complaint againft a fervant
belonging to the chief-juiice, came in the night to the
tavern, where the commiflioners lodged, and demanded
entrance; but on belng refufed admittance, and threaten-
ed by the landlord to be fired onif they perfifted, they .
retired for fome time, but returning again they made
another attempt, and threw fome flones at the houte,
“with which they brcke cnc pane of glats in a window
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in the fecond ftory. General Iiwin upon this, putting
his head out of the window, threatened. to thoot
fome of them if they did not dlfperfc ; they ihme-
diately fled, and did not retutn again. The diftur-
bance was not fo great ds even to awaken fuch of the
commiflioners as were »aﬂcep, but from what they
were heard to fay, there i no doubt but they defign-
ed to ufe the commiffioners ill. They threatened to
give the confmiffioners a hafty paffage to Philadelphia,
but they were few in number dnd of the meaneft of the
rabble ; thete was nothing fefious to be apprehended

from the attack. They hive fince been pum{hed fe-
verely by the flate courts, and if the governor has not
remitted their fine, are yet in prifon, for none of them
had wherewith to pdy it. This outrage was of fo little
lmportance that the comiffioners did not even give
it a place in the catalogué of fiofs contained in the
report which' tliey made to the Prefident, as proofs that
order was not fufficiently reftcred when they left the
¢ountry. Yet thisattémpt, triflingand inimportant s it
was, wasin the recruiting haranguesand popular orations,
magnified to 4n alariingatrocity, and the wholé coun-
try charged with being worfe than favages, they having
ialtreated ambaffadors of peace. I have myfelf feen
members of the legiflature mobbed and dragged out
of their lodgings in the open day. I have feen the
legiflature itfelf kept in durefs by a mob, obliged to
do the moft important bufinefs, for which they were
not competent at the time. My own lodging and
that of other members of the legiflature have been at-
tacked and a whole window broke in the dead of the.
night. I have known the Loufes of judges of the fu-
preme court, and other refpeQablecitizens, mobbed in
: . U
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the fameé manner, andall this was done even in the city
of Phxladelphm, and by citizens, feveral of whom oc-
cupy highofficial ftations and eat the bread of the govern-
mentat thisday, andthough thofe combinationsweretoo.
firong for theordifiary powerof the civil magifirate atthe
time, yet no extraordinary methodswete taken to fupprefs
them. The tempordry inflammation was fuffered to
fubﬁde, and the whole city was never charged with
bemg guilty of it. No refpectable citizen was engaged.
in breaking the pane of glafs at Greenfburgh, yet this
circumftance, blazoned as it was, had an amazing effet
in exciting the militia to turn out, and to inflame
them againft the whole people of the weftern counties.
In going ro war with favages, we oftenhear advocates.
for extending mercy to them, but the people of the
weflern country were, by thofewho then gave the tone.
to public opinion, confidered as wild beafls only fit
for extermination, and to fkewer the Whifky-merr, not
to reclaim them, or to aid the judicary, was the declar~
ed objed both in New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania. I
have the charity to believe, however, becaufe I wifh
tobelieve it, thatin moments of cool refle®ion many
of them recollecied that numbers of thofe very men
whom they exterminated in ' imagination, croffed the
mountains in the depths of the winter fnews, and tra-
verfed thefrozenroads of the lower country, when their
path might have been traced by their blood, to fave the
city of Phnladelplua from the Brmfh, and to protect
their brethren at the moft difiant fhores of New.

Jerfey. - ’
Oneregiment of troops, forthree years, and-another
of militia, marched fromWeftmoreland in the winter
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of 1776, when our caufe .was at the loweft ebb. The
exertions and fervice of this regular regiment was
perhaps equal tothat of any otheron the then efia-
blithment, and the militia diftinguifhed themfelves
in a fkirmifh with the Britifh near Woodbridge, as
well as in the difcharge of other dangerous and
fatiguing fervices.

‘The publication I have already mentioned, pub-
lithed by ane who was a friend of government, and who
wrote in the charater and manner of an infurgent,
on purpafe to excite the militia'in New-Jerfey and
the lower counties of Pennfylvania, had an incredible
effe@ in exciting and inflamingthe citizens of that ftaje
andothers; particularly thefollowing words contamed

_in it: *Brothers, yqu muft not.think to frighten us with
fine arranged lifs of infantry, cavalry and artxllcry,
- compofed of your water-melon. armies taken from the
Jerfey thores ; they would ¢ut a2 much better figure in
warring with the crabs and oyfters about the capes of
Delaware. It isa common thing for Indians to fight
your beftarmies at the proportion of onetofive ; there-
fore we would not hefitate 3 moment to attack this ar«
my attherateof oneto ten &c.” This, together with the
ridicule contained in it againft the commiffiopers, paf-
ted up on the market houfe, and publithed in the
gazette, at.the very crifis whenthe neceflity of arming
the citizens depended on the degifions of the mo-
‘ment, connected with a mifreprefentation of the in-
_{ult offered to the commxﬂioners of peace at Greenf-
burgh, excited mdxgnauon and rage in almoft every
breaft. This dialogue, having been afcribed to Brack-
' cnndge, on accoum of a faint imitation of hlS ﬁlle,‘

.
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which the author attempted, together with a letter
from him to Mr. Tench Coxe of Phlladelphm, wrote
ata time when there was danger of letters being inter-
cepted and which it feems was mxfunderﬂood occa-
fioned a very hxgh degree of refentment agamﬁ him,
and the whole weftern country.
A report made by the fecretary of the treafury to
“the Prefident, comammg a narratlve of the inftances of
the oppofition made to the execution of the excife law
in the weftern countles, was alfo calculated to inflame
the atmy in'a high degree. S
" The obJec’l of this report, hewever, was not {olely
to influence and inflame the militia agamﬁ the weftern
country, but perhaps to convince the affociate judge
of the propriety of giving the important cert:ﬁcate, ne-
ce[Tary to enable the Prefident to call forth the militia,
and the Preﬁdent of the propriety of exercifing that
Power. g
The narrative begins with denouncing thofe peo-
ple for holdmg and c1rCulatmg opinions, whichif they
were criminal, had been entertained and circulated
by the moft refpe&able authomy in the United States
1ong before, and it goes on'to enumerate the a&s of
‘ oppofition with the higheft colourmg they would poffi-
"bly Bear, and ‘intermixes real falls with mifreprefen-
tations, or even worfe,and concludesin fuch amanner as
* to leave ammpreﬂion that there was not 2 geod citizen
inthat country buttheexcxfe officers.. This coming from
To refpetable a quarter, not only made a deep im-
preffion on the militia, but excited thofe who were the
fecretary’s admirers to'a high’ degree of inflammation ;
andto make the grea*eﬁ exertioas’ to inflame” 0rher.

u i
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againft thofe who were citizens of the weftern country ;
by thefe no difference was made, between thofe who
were guilty of breaking, and thofe who were ative in
fupporting, the laws, nor between thofe who refided
near where the riots prevailed, and thofe who lived a
daySJourney diftant,  Further obfervations wxll be
made on this report in another place.

‘I have ‘alréady mentioned that the mfpe&or and
Marfhal lef: Pittfburgh in a canoce, and going down the
Ohio till they were paft the Pennfylvania line, came
through Vlrglma till they got over the mountains. I
have alfo mentioned that three or four others were very
tyrannically and foolifhly expelled from Putfburgh,
durmg the afcend.mt of Bradford, when his terror"
gave efficacy to his demands, when the citizens of
. Pittfburgh were under apprehenfions that " that place -
was doomed to deftru@ion, and when many others
would have w1{hcd themfelves and their property well’
away from it. " Pittfburgh is fituated on the verge of
the fettled part of the country, and when the rendez-
vous was at Braddock’s field, the communication be-
tween it and the country was in a great meafure cut_ -
off. S ' ,
Several of thofe who were thus expelled felt them-,
fe}ves exceedingly hurt, and expofed the charafler of
the people indifcriminately, in a manner, that while it
procured fympathy to themfelves, at the fame tinse
excited indignation againft the citizens of the weftean
country. The infpeQtor and marfhal might have come
very fafely through the weftern counties by going a few
miles up the Allegany river. The roads north of
Greenfburgh were 1ot amoufcaded noram I convinced
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that the apprehenfion of the roads having been .way<
-laid at any time was well founded, except when the
‘mail was robbed ; but thisoutrage gave reafonable grourd
:to f{ufpe® that they weye near the Monongahela.

‘The others that were expelled were accompanied by
. two members of the Pittfburgh committee as far as

Greenfburgh, and faw no appearance of any interrup-
ition.on the road. Colonel Nevil halted:in .the eaftern
parts .of Weftmoreland pll .after the Parkifon fercy
.meeting, and was not difturbed.

‘A democratic fociety had been erected at Wath-
ington town, a few months preceding the infurrec<
tion, and it publithed fome intemperate refolutions

-refpecling.the conduct.of government relative to the
- navigaticn ofthe. Mifiiffippi, theappointment of a chief
-juftice and a - fenator as ambafladors to Europe, - &c.
Byt I do not remember that they faid any thing againft
‘the excife law. Thexr refolutions werg written in
- jmitation - of refolutions that had been publifhed in
.Keatucky. Though therg is no proof that thefe publi-
cations.had .any influence in promoting the infurrec-
_tion, yet the damned democratic.focieties, as they were
called, were confidered as the caufe of it by many in
. therarmy, from the generals down to the privatcs.” I
: found too, that it was generally thought that the coun-
zry was full of thofe {ocieties, though in fa&t there was
_ but one, and that orfe had been. of fhort duration and
~.u.6fhpofed of but few members, feveral of whom I find
v.tere of the beft difpofed citizens; fome of them, how-
~enver, took a prominent ftation in the infurreQion, of
wl dch number Mr. Bradford was ome.
"The journals of Congrefs and the debates pubhfhgd
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in the news-papers in the wirter following; will give-a-
flanding teftimony of‘the irritatiom that prevailed at
that time againft democrat¢ focieties, net ‘only im the:
army, but in the councils of the United States. This’
attempt in government to: fupprefs popular focieties
- had-a téndeticy to revive themi wheft they were om the
decline. I have ever tlhought-it impolitic in"govern-
ment to denounce, where it canrot punifli. ~ Societies
cannot e fapprefled in a free governmient; nor {hould
it be attempted: THey will do good orill 2ccording tor
the good fenfe and difcretiofi of thofe who compofe .
them, therefore in order to reform focieties we muft
begin with making men wifer and better ; when they
blazon the meafures of adminiftration or panegyrize
the perfons who conduct them, they are not denoun-
ced, therefore when they do otherwife they muft be
tolerated.

After making competent alowances for thofe extra-
neous caufes of irritation, and-for the materials of
which many of the militia corps were compofed, &c:
# decifion in favour of employing the militia, when an
armed force is abfolutely neceflary to be employed in -
fupporting the execution of civil or criminal procefs,
is conclufive. I fay when an armed force is abfolute- -
ly neceffary, for furely afherifi’s polje, taken from the
mafs of the freehiolders, is the moft proper force for that
purpofe. It hasthe example of paft ages, and the tef-
timony of experience in its favour; and if this force
had been employed in due feafon, another force wor.ld
not have been neceflary in the weftern counties.

It is beyond my purpofe to enquire or develope
what effe@is would have refulted from employing a fiand-
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ing army in the execution of civil or criminal procefs ; -
but when the revengeful temper, and nefariousendea-
vours to gratify that temper, through influence obtain-
ed in the army and with the judiciary, that was exhibit-
ed in the weflérn expedition, and which will be related
in the fequel, is confidered, it will readily be admitted, -
that if a mercenary army had been employed on that
occafion in preferenceé to a militia, inftead of the puny
attempts that were made, there would have been fuc-
cefsful exertions, to facrifice innocent victims to party
" fpleén and perfonal rancour.
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T H A P XiVi

A BOUT feveii o'dlock. m the morning
of the diyon which we arrived at Carlifle, we waited on
the Prefident, and delivered to him the refolutions of
affurance agreed on at the fecond meeting at Parkifon’s
‘Ferry. We found him alone, and were received and
treated with politenefs and attention.  After a fhort
converfation he informed us that he was juft going out
about fome bufinefs relating to the army when he faw
us approaching, and that after breakfaft he was going
to fee a divifion of the army march, that therefore he
could not examine the papers at prefent, but would
converfe with uson the fubjeft at ten o’clock ‘that
morning.

‘When we waited on himatten o’clock, we found him
in company with governor Howell, to whom he intro-
duced us. Col. Hamilton then fecretary of the treafury
was prefent all the t}l(me, but governor Howell
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withdrew befote the converfation ended. The Bre:.
fident opened the converfation with a difcourfe on the
fubjedt of the refolutions. In which he expatiated at
confiderable lenigth on the evils occafioned by the in-
furrection; and the injury refulting from it to the
. caufe of liberty and the general interefts of republican
government in the world. He faid that the outrages;
committed againft the government; and the peace of
the citizens in the weftern - counties, had agitated the
United States from one end to the other, like an elec-
trical fhock, and difpofed them wery generally to
turn out in fupport of the violated laws ; he fpoke of
the refpectability of the army that was then at the pla-
ces of rendezvous, or on their march, and the alacrity
with which they left their farms and their merchandize,
in order to fupport the government; and laws, when
called on for that purpofe, and faid that it was found
qeceflary to fend repeated expreffes to prevent too
great a number from marching from fome of the
flates, partic:uiarly Néw-Jerfey, and that all the flates
that had been called on, appeared to have fent for-
ward the quota required.

He lamented the facrifices that the farmer and
merchant were under the neceflity of making, and the

great expence that would be incurred to the govern-
ment by the expedition. He expreffed his aftonifh-
ment, that the people were fo blind to their own in-
tereft as not to have prevented the neceflity of it by
giving to the commiffioners fuch affurances of their
fubmiffion to the laws, aswould have fheltered them
from punifhment and fecured the reftoration of
order; and that we and ether well difpofed citizens
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¥ad not been more fuccefsful in perfuading them to
take that falutary courfe. He concluded his obferva-
tions on this fubje@®, by givipg his opinion, that the
sefolutions which we had prefented were not fufficient-
}y unequivocal to juftify him in difmiffing the army,
now when they were rendezvoufed, and the greateft
proportion of the expences incurred, and the facrifices
of the merchant and farmer already made. He ap-
pealed to our own knowledge, that the preparation for
an expedition was the greateft part of the expence, and
obferved, that being thus far advanced, it would be
neceflary to obtain further and more ample affurances
of fubmiffion, before he could difmifs the army, than
perhaps would have been required at an earlier period ;
‘That tke obje@s to be obtained bythe expedition were
unequivocal affurances of fubmiffion to the laws, and
proteion to the officess of the revenue for the future ;
and that the good difpofitions of government, expreﬁ'ed ’
bythe commiffioners, being rejected, and the march of
the army rendered peceflary, fome atonements would
be required for the infraltions committed againft the
laws,  Obferving that the refolutions referred him
fous for further information, he mvxted us to proceed
in giving it to him.

We, in reply, cxpraﬂcd our unfeigned fatisfaction
at dlfcovermg that the authority of the United States
could call forth fg refpeQable and well equipped zn
army, to fupport the government and laws, when fuch
a meafure, chame neceflary, and at the patriotifm dif-
played by thofe who had made fuch facrifices fo. that

urpofe ; but exprefled our fincere grief for the occa-
%oxl that had rendered fuch a difplay of power and,
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patrioti{m neceﬂ'ary We cxpreﬁ'ed our opinion, that
a militia army was the moft congenial to a republican
government, and, themoft favourable to liberty, but fug-
gefted ferious apprehenfions that from fome peculiar
circumfancesthe prefent militia army, though fo very
refpeQtable, had -a more threatening afpe tothe people
of the weflern country than even a merCenary army 5
and fuggefted that their jrritation and fenfe of “infule
might be in proportion to their wealth, refpectability,
- and the facrifices which they -had made; and that from
thefe cireumftances the difficulty of introducing difci-
pline, and prefeyving fubordination tothelawsin thear-
my, mightbe increafed. We acknowledged the wifdom
and humanity, difplayed by-the Prefident, in fending
commiflioners, vefted with fuch ample autharity to’
reflore order; by granting fo liberal an amneﬁy to the
infurgents; and-our grief that this beneficent meafure
had not rendered coercive meafures unneceflary, and
then proceeded- torelate the circumftances which.con~
tributed to prevent that falutary meafure from bzmg
completely fuccefsful, -+ °

- Indoing this, we flated briefly the unforefecn and,
untoward ¢circumftances, that rendered it mpoffible for
the well difpofed people to prevent the commencement
of the infurre@ion' ; fuch as their diftance from each
other, the hurry, of the feafon, and the fecrecy of the
marfhal’s arrival and progrefs, which put it out of the
power of the friends of.order to make any arrange+
ments for his protection, and to preferve the peace-of
the country ; that it required- time for the well difpofed
people to know in whom they could confide, and the
unexpeftednefs and: rapidity of the outrages .at firft
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@truck people with fuch aftonifhment, as required time
for refle@lion before exertions cou!ld be made.” The
hackwardnefs of well difpofed people, who were inno-
¢ent, to expole themfelves, the terror that was {pread
abroad by thofe who became leaders among the infur-
gents, and the difapprobation of the excife law, even by
many, who, though they were difpofed to fubmit to it,
hefitated fome time before they would put themfelves
to rifk for its fupport, rendered it impoffible ‘to put a
ftop to the diforders without time and labour. We
detailed the imperious and unforefeen circumftances,
that in a great meafure fruftrated the intention of the
ineeting of the committee of 6o at Redftone old fort,
and the motives by which the innocent citizens were
aQuated in declining to attend the meetings, or refufing
{o fign the inftrument of affurances fubmitted to them
by the commiffioners. We gave a candid accountof the
violent oppofition that was given at fome townthip
ipcetings, :and afferted, that this violent oppofition,
as far as* was "within our knowledge, was, with very
few exCeptlons, made by the moft ignorant and ob-
finate clafs of people, fome of whom are to be found
inall countries ; that few of thefe having either charac-
ter or property tolofe, av alled themfelves of this fea-
{on of diforder to infnlt judges, magiftrates, and gerier-
ally thofe people to whom they, on other occafious,
had recourfe for fuﬁenance, or to whom they ufually
reforted for advice- in thelr difficulties : And in the
few places, where thefe gave dxﬁurbance, that their fuc-
cefs was owing - totheir defperauon, and not to the great-
nefs of their number ; that from the very circumftance
..of their having little or nqthipg to lofe, their threats
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of burning, and other alls of violence, were the more
dreaded ; yetthat notwithftanding their threats, there had -
not been a ﬁngle inftance of their having been put-in
execution on this occaﬁon We fiated, that thefe werg
not the people that ever could give trouble to govern-
ment in fettled times, and that moft of them had come
in, fome of them in tears, within a few days, and re-
gueﬂed to be peimitted to fign the affurances ; and that
in many places thgy had been permltted to fign, with
certification, however, that though it might go in abate-
ment of their offence, yet it gave them no claim for an
amne{ty We aﬁ'ured the Prefident, that but few of
thofe who oppofed the ﬁgnmg had been guilty of
other oﬁ'cnces, except, perhaps wherc the riots ori~
glmted .
We alfo aﬁ'urcd hxm, that in all the counnes profe-r
cutiops had been commenced agamﬁ fuch of them, asit .
was thought neceflary and prudent for theprefent peace .
of the country to profecute ; and that what had been
doneinthisway rendered it certain, that the pubhc Ppeace,
could be preferved and atonements procured for infrac~
tions committed on the laws by the ordinary proceed—
ings in the courts af Juﬁxce and gave it as our opinion,
that if the powers of the commiffioners had not expired,
fo foon, order would have beep perfedly reftored, and
fatisfaCtory aﬁ'urances of fubmiffion to the laws obtain-
ed, We informed him, that the newfpapers, contain-
ing the orders‘to the militia to hold themfelves in rea-
dinefs to march, commg to Parkifon’s. ferry meeting
on the marning after the arrival of the commxlﬁoners
had been announced, excxted an mﬁammatory agita-
tion of mind with many, whnch tended, for a time, Q"
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§fface the favourable impreflions, that had been previ-
oufly made, by the approach of the commiffioners being
announced, the extent or nature of whofe powers
was not yet generally knowt1, and that in fa@ this cirs
cumftance irritated fome who had been Léretofore
well difpofed. That, generally, all who had been difaf-
fe@ed to independence, eithier among the Englifh of
Germans, countenanced the diforders, and were Qppofed
" to the reftoration of order ; that 4mong thofe, firangers
were known to be entertained, whio were fuppofed to
be emiffaries from places at 4 diftdnce.  That though
the fpirit of diforder fpread like an epidemic from
place to place, yet at every attempt to reftore order,
fome progrefs had been made, and many induced to
forfake the caufe of oppofition ; thidt afier the Redftone
meeting, few, if any citizeéns, otherwife fenfible and
difcreet, adhered to the infurgents; that in confequence
of this, thofe who continued obftinateé becamethe more
defperate in proportion to the fmallnefs of the number
6f men of difcretion and property that countenanced
them, and as their laft bopes of fuccefs in théir oppo-
fition depended on théir preventing the fuccefs of the
meetings for giving affurdnces on the 11th of Septemn
ber, the agents of Tom the Tinker made their laff
effort to defeat the falutary intentions of thefe townlhip
meetings, yet with all their induftry, it was but iy cony-~
paratively few places thét they had any fuccefs, or pro-
duced any difturbance.

We affured him that thé greateft caufe of fo fmall
4 number figoing the declaration of fubmiffion, was the
reluflance of the innocent to give fuch.affurances as
might imply an acknowledgment of guilt, have the
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appearance of giving a new teft not required by lawg
or (as they thought the words indirectly meant) pre-
vent them from petitioning for a repeal or revifion of
the excife law.  That it was this prmcxple that influ.
enced the whole county of Fi dyette, the greater extent
of Weftmoreland, and the frontier parts of the other
counties, to withhold their fignatures from thefe affurs
ances prefcribed by the commiffioners.
We ftated that from the meeting at Redftone, but
efpecially from 2 view of the charatters who in fome
places oppofed the giving affurances to government,
the well difpofed people had bécome convinced that it
was their duty to fland forth with greater vigour in
fupport ‘of the laws ; that they, having come to know;
and have confidence in, each other, had very generally
_entered into affociations to fupport the laws, and that
thefe affociations in favcur of government were gener-
ally entered intowithin a few days after the 11th of Sep-
tember, and had every appearance of being fo fuccefsful,
that the people, who had been the moft troublefome,
folicited permiffionto fign the affociations as a matter of
favour, aud that fince that time there had neither been
difiurbances nor threats, , .
We alfo flated, that on the whole a much greater
proportion of ufeful information had been diffeminated
among the people, refpecling their political duties and
interefts than formerly, that the number of thofe who
had qualified themfelves for giving informatien, and
~who were induftrious in infirufting their neighbours,
were greatly encreafed in the country, and that many
of the clergy were partticularly ufeful in this way, and
had been induftricus in promoting fubntiffion to the
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laws, that the infolence of the moft ignorantand turbu~
lent perfons had fully convinced all men of difcretion
and intereft in the country, that if they permit ed go«
vernment to be violently oppofed, even in the execu-
tion of. an obnoxlous law, the fame {pirit would natural-
ly lead to thie deftruction of all fe curity and order; they
faw by expErienCe that in a ftite of anarch v the name
of liberty, would be. prophaned to fanQtion the moft
defpotic tyrinny, that for fome time after the com-
mencement of the infurrection, the extreme agitation
of mind that prevaxled operated as a repulfive princi-
ple againft receiving information, but that, that temper
having fubfided, there was now i folicitude to be in-
formed, and that jn fa® many who had been aQive in’
fome of thie diforders, being finge conviticed of their
folly, were now among the firmeft friends of order, and
a@ivé in promioting that difpofitior among their neigh-
bours: This circumf{lance; together with the leaders
havmg geherally figned the amnefty, and left te more
ignorant and obftinate to fhift {or themifelves; we faid
would for the futuré deftroy all confidence among
thofe who might be difpofed 10 commiit diforders ; that
added (o this the general conviQion now prevailing
among all men of property and difcretion, that it is
their intereft as well as duty to preferve order, afforded
the ftrongeft ground of rational confidence, that in fu-
ture the laws would be obeyed and the officets protect=
ed. : '

With refpet to atonements, we fuggefted; that if .
the army marched into the country in order to procure
them, the moft proper objets having g already {heltered

themfelves under the faith of government, thofe who
' ' Y
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were guilty and had not figned the amnefty would have
time to efcape while the army was advancing. We
nmpofed to carry .up with us in confidence fuch in-
‘v ions as the Prefident would tranfmit to any perfon,
¥ Im* he would appoint to commence profecutionsy

Hevod that in that way alone proper fubjects for
n'u:l.i!:;,_‘ atznement could be procured, and that doing
G, worid wiend a decifive teft whether the execution
o rf*»v wee could be fupported or not. We concluded
oy oregueiing the Prefident to inform us if time would’
bevet sllowed to procure more certain and unequivo-
1;-_'2 wivrances, and if this. was granted, in what mannes
virefe aifurances fhould be obtained, and how, or where,
ihey iuomd be communicated to him. -

The Prefident, in reply, affured us that it . weuld
have been his wifh to have authorifed the commiflion~-
ers to have given the people futhicient time for the
agitation to fubfide, and to be informed of the terms
and o deliberate on them, without ordering the militta
to be in readinefs for marching, if time and other cir-
cumftances would have permitted, but that the time
the infurre@icn commenced was not of his choofing,
and was too near the winter to enable him to afford the
time he wifhed to have given, and thatthe flame having
caught in Maryland, and {ymptoms of it having been
difcovered in fome other places in Pennfylvania, ren-
dered it improper to delay the expedition till the
fpring, lefl the flame fhould {pread further. :

lie faid there were fome diforderly corps in the
army, that fome diforders had been committed on the
march to Carlifle, and that two men had been actually
killed, he defcribed, circumfiantially, the manner in

i
'
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which they were killed, and faid that though from the
jnformation he had received neither cafe appeared to
have been murder, yet he had given up the authors of
both thefe offences, to the laws: of our own ftate, and
would do {oin every inftance, where the laws required
that this fhould be done, and he affured us that he would
provide by difperfing the difordérly corps among bet-
ter troops, or otherwife, that they fhould be kept in
firict, fubordination, that in every inftance, where in-
fractions were made on the  laws by any of the army,
they fhould be fubjefled to punithment. He affured
us further, that the army fhould not confider them-
felves as judges or executioners of the laws, bu: as em-
ployed to fupport the proper authoriiies in the execu-
gion of them. That he had been obliged to leave
Virginia, before he tranfalted fome neceflary bufinefs,
which he had intended, and to come in hafte to Phila-
delphia on account of the infurretion, and that he had
left Phladelpbla, where we knew his prﬂfence was ne-
ceffary to prepare for the meeting of Congrefs, in or-
der to come to the army ; that he mixed and converfed
daily with the officers, and that his great obje in all
this was to imprefs the army with a proper fenfe of the
1mportance of fubmitting to the laws, and that unlefs
they did fo, the laft refort of a repubhcan government

would be defeated. He added that he would go to the
Maryland Brigade, then rendezvoufed athlhams-port
and from thence to the Virginia troops at fort Cumber-
lanid, and return by Bedford, where the troops now
on their march from Carlifle would encamp for fome
tlme, and that his great cbject would be to mmrefs on,
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the army, in thefe different places, a fenfe of the necef-
ﬁty of its fubordination to the laws.

With refpeci to the expence, &c. of the expedmon,
he faid there might fome good grow out of it to confole,
if not compenfate us. * That though we had made a re-
publican form of government and enafted laws under it,
yet we had given no teftimony to the world of being
able  or willing to fupport our sovemmcnt and laws,
that this being the fitft inflance of 'the kind fince the
commencement of the government, he thought ‘it his
duty to bring out fuch a force as would not only le
fufficient 'to fubdue the infurgents, if they made refift-
ance, but to crufh to atoms any oppofition that might
rife in any other corner ; "that this' would operate in fa-
vour of humanity, by effetually difcouraging any, that
might be otherwife {o difpofed, from provoking blood-
fhed ; and that in the refult it might teach the citizens
to be more cautious of writing or fpesking in fuch a
manner of the meafures of government, as might have
a tendency to inflame the citizens, and would alfo con-
vince other nations that we could dcfend ourfelves. He
faid that the queftions we had afked, refpecting further
affurances, would require fome time for confideration,
and appomted us to wait on him agam at ﬁve o'clock m
the evening. e

In the evening interview, the Prefident declined
fending forward with us or others, orders for fecuring
offenders. This we expeted. He told us that we ought
to know amorig ourfelves who were guilty, and profe-
cute them.. He encouraged us to'take moré¢ unequi-
vocal affurances from the people, but made no pro-
-snife of amneftyon the account of thefe affurances, but

T
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rnpmtedly faid that they might do goed, and cculd de

no harm, and he on this and every other occafion

pretled it on us to take the utmoft care that one gun
fhould not be fired, and added that if one gun was
fired, he would not be refponf(ibleforthe confequences;
we alfured him that there was no defign of making re-
filtance, but on the caution being repeated, we remark-
ed that if a fool or defperate man, to prevent himfelf
from being taken, thould firea gun, that it would be a
great hardfhip if thewhole country thould be implicated -
in hisguilt; he anfwered that he did not intend that they
fhould, but that we did not know what might be the
confequence of firing one gun. He told us that he
did not command the army, in perfon, but had ap-
pointed governor Lee commander in chief, and men-
tioned who were to command the militia of the dif-
ferent ftates, and direGted the ordershehad prepared, to
be read to us, as far as they refpecled the fubordmatxon
of the army to the laws.

*  We had free accefs to converfe on every topic
that we tholight might be ufeful, as long as we judged
in convenient to ftay, and in the courfe of the conver-
fation fecretary - Hamilton, who was prefent and
téok a part in the general converfation, afked us what
were the grounds of our own confidence of fubmiffion
to the lawvs, and the protection to be afforded to
‘officers in the different parts of the country.

" In anfwet to this we related the particular inftan-
ces of coercion that had recently been given in the
different counties, whichdifcovered that there was both
a difpoﬁ{ibn and ability to putthe laws in executioninall
the four counties. We mentioned as another ground of
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our confidence, the indufiry of the clergy in promotmg
{ubmiffion tothe laws, and ftated feveral inftances of it,

fuch as Mr M* Millin of Wafhington county refufing
toadminifter the facrament of the lord’s-fupper to his
congregation, until they would fubmit to the laws, and
Mr. Porter of Weftmoreland, who laboured publicly
and privately with fuccefs from the beginning, to pre-
vent the {pirit of diforderfrom fpreading in his congre-
gation ; that many .other clergymen had dlﬁmgm{heq
themfelves, and, that as foon asthe agitation of mind

had fubfided which in fome places rendered men deaf to
inftru&tion foratime, they had great influence with the

people in bringing them to a fenfe of theirduty. We
alfo ftated that all the judges of the court in the diffe-
rent counties, without exception, the juftices of the

peace, and ail who ever had been, or then were, Mem-
bers of Aflembly, witha fewexceptions, chiefly in one
county, were, and always had been well difpofed, and
that in general all who had been diftinguithed for un-
derftanding, to’ whom their neighbours in fettled
times had looked up to for counfel were thc friends of
order.

We obferved that during the agitation a remarka-
ble change appeared to have taken place in fociety,
that an unufual number of falfehoods, afferting that a
vaft variety of unufual and oppreflive taxes had been
laid by Congrefs, that the wages of the members had
been raifed to eight dollars a day, &c. and that
in confequence of thefe repsrts,' men who heid
offices either in the Federal or ftate governments,

were confidered as combined againft the pecple,
and difcrecited in contradi@ting thofe reports, while
at the fame time every traveller or vagrant was credi-
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ted in aTerting them, but that now, people having been

- generailv undeceived; would mnever fuffer them-
feives (o ir fo mifled for the future by crediting {fuch
flovies.

On being afked by the fecretary, what ground of
confidence we had with réfpe@ to the country adjacent
to the Monongahela, we anfwered that not having
been prefent at the laft meeting at Parkifon’s Ferry we
had not perfonal knowledge refpecting that country,
but that Alexander Addifon, Prefident of the ftate courts
in that diftri®, who had been fecretary of the meeting
at Parkifon’s Ferry, had informed us by letter, that he
bad converfed withthe principal diftillers who refided
there; ‘and that they had affured him that they would
all fubmit to the law. We added that Mr. Andrew
M: Farlane, who refided in the fettlement, where the
oppofition had been the mioft violent, and who had
himfelf béen obnoxious to the rioters, had travelled
down the road with us, and affured us, that he wou'd
be refponfible with all his eftate, which was confide-
ble, for fubmiffion to the law, and protettion to the
officers in that fettlement ; and that he would even per-
it the office to be held in his own houfe, and be ref-
ponfible for its fafety ; that on afking him if he would
permit an office to be kept in his houfe, fuppofing the
officer to be very unpopular, he replied, that if that
fhould be the cafe, it might be more prudent forthe offi-
eertoholdit for fome time in Pittfburgh ; wherethegar-
pifonwas; but that a perfon who was not otherwife ob-
Mr. M* Farlane’s houfe is in Allegany county, but part
of his land is in Wathington *.

. * See Note A. end of v lume.
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We acknowledged that anumber were backward t3
believe that the militia would march out againft them; -
but that this was occafioned by the reports they heard
almoft every day, of liberty poles being erected in thé
old counties, of the iniliti4 refufing to turn out, or-

determining to jointhe Infurgents, whenthey did come;
that hearing of the threats of violence that had beeri
uttered by fome, and greatly magnified by report,
deterred waggoners and other travellers from telling the
truth, unlefs they were certain of the company they
were in ; butthat this deception holonger exifted, and
had generally prevailed only with a very ignorant fet
of people who were almoft the only ungovernable per-
fons, tha: we had any trouble with towards the laft.
"That the agitation of mind; anxiety, and apprehenfions
of danger, falfe alarms and fufpicions, which perplcxé&
fociety for a few weeks, had réndered the citizéns ge-
nerally extremely defirous of having order reflored,
and that before it had been fo far accomplifhed, every
man of influence and underflanding was fully con-
vinced that it was for their own intereft to have the
lawsfupported, andofficers proteéted, inthedifcharge of
‘theirduty. 'Theftate officersthemfelvesconceivingthat
thetranfition, from {upprefling excifemen tothat of in-
fulting judges and other ftate officers, was very eafy;
felt themfelves particularly interefled in reftoring
order, and then we cbferved tnat from this general
apprehenfion of danger and anxiety fororder, there
arofe a greater fecurity to government, than the moft
folemn declarations could poflibly "bave otherwife
given.
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: VVC fuggefted that the affurances which 'mght bé
tsrocurcd by thie march of the army, and making fevere
examples by way of atonement, might not be unequi-
vocal, that it might poflibly rather increafe animofity
and thange the diretion of feferitment from public
outrages to private revenge, which was the more dan-
gerous; as it would be more difficult to guard againt
jt.

The Prefident bad in‘ormed us, that it was the
‘bpinion of a dumber of the moft refpeQable of our
own citizens, that the march of the army would be ne-
ceffary, not only for the reftoring fubmifficn to the re-
venue laws; bt for the protection of well difpofed
citizens: We acknowledged that appearances about
the timethat the commiffiorers went away; and at fome
.places on the day of figning the declaration, were fuch

- ag to juftify that opinion, but affured him that from the
change of temper, which had been evidenced, fome
of the beft informed of thofe who gave that opini-
on had cliariged their fentiments, thiat probablyall had,
that thiough forhe citizerishad received infults, yet they
did not wifh for an army to revenge their caufe; that
the courts having been held through the whole citcuis
without infult oroppofition, there was no room to doubt
but they were fully competent to the proteQlion of the
citizens.

We enquired whether advantage would be taketr qf
~want of form in figning the declaration? The Prefi-
dent faid he could not inform us unlefs he knew the
circumftances. We explainad to him, that we meant
only fuch want of form asdid not arife from apy faujt

in tne perfon claiming the amnefly, but from the con-

y Z
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du&t of others, fuch as the papers bemg tom by a dcfa
perate banditti after they had been figned; to this it
was replied, that no advasntage thould be taken of warit
- of mere matter of form. _

At this and all the other interviews, the Prefident
authorifed us to affure the citizens who had fheltered
themfelves under the faith of government, that one
hair of their head fhould not be injured, let their crimes
have been ever fo. great.

We undertook to procure rhore general and uri-
equivocal aflurances, and to tranfmit them to the army,
-and were affured that the army would halt fome time

at Bedford, fo as to give an opportunity of procuring
the alfurances, and that they would be well received. We
then withdrew with a view of returning homewards
next morning, but the Prefident fent his private fe-
cretary early next morningto our lodging, to afk us to
wait on him again before we left town, but having rode
outa few miles to fee relations, the Prefident was gone
out to the army before we returned; but as he re-
turned from feeing the laft divifion of the army begin
their march, he fiopped his horfe before the door of
our lodging, and calling usto him, converfed fome
time with us in the ftreet, and appointed us to wait
on him againin the evening, and to bring fome aflur-
ances which we had informed him we had with us, that
had been fubfcribed after the 11th of September. We
fpent that evening converfing in the {ame manner, as
we had done the former, and chiefly on the fame fub-
jeQs, till we thought it convenient to retire. We
were difmilfed as politely as we had been received,
" and inall the opportunities we had of converfing with
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the Prefident, we were treated with that candour and
politenefs which have at all times diltinguilhed his
charadter. ‘

At parting, both onthisand a former interview, we
exprefled a with that the Prefident could accompany
the army to its fartheft deftination, and acknowledged
that he had given every poffible affurance of the army
being kept in fubordination, fhort of what his own
prefence and authority along with it would produce.
He replied on this occafion, that if when at.Bedford
he difcovered that his prefence would be neceflary,
and he was not under the neceflity of returning to Phi-
ladelphia, he poffibly would Ray with the army, if it
advanced into the weftern country.

I do not pretend that we were treated with atten=
tion, from any peculiar attachment to us, whether that
was fo or not is a matter of no importance in this cafe.
The attention however that he Paid to us was the refult
of found difcretion. He was apxious to prevent
bloodfhed, and at the fame time to enfcrce due fub-
miﬂioﬁ to the laws, with aslittle trouble as poflible, and
by encduraging us to procure more explicit atiurances,
he was agcomplifhing a principal objec‘t of the xpedi-
tion, before the army arrived. And in fact, fachexpiicic
aﬁdrégnces were proéuf_ed before they arrived, that no-
‘thing remained to be done by them but to fupport the
civil magiftrate in procuring proper fubjets to atone
for the outrages that had been commiitted.

_ The Prefident was very fenfidle of the it‘lﬂa'm‘mato'ry
and ungovernable difpofition that had ditcovered 1tfeif
in the army before hearrived atCarlifle, zni he liad
ot only laboured inceffantly to remove, that !pirit” and
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prevent its effects, but he was folicitous alfo to remove
our fears. As often as we fuggefted apprehenfions of
danger from that quarter, he confoled us with affuran-
ces of good difci pline and fubordination to the laws be-
ing enforced, and of the diforderly corps beingdifperfed
among fuch as were more orderly, or if that would not
do, that they thould be difcharged wich infamy. Or-
ders were aQually given fo this effel, and at leaft itf ;
fome inftances punctually exec uted,

'"The Prefident’s attention to promote fubordina-
tion to the laws, and curb the d:fpoﬁuon to llLennouf-
nefs, which was too evident, and to give us fufficient
conﬁdence to encourage the people in the weﬁern
coumry, was found policy ; for though nothing could
be conceived more difireffirig to us than the very
thoughts of hoftile oppoﬁuon to the authsrity of the
United States, anz though it was well khown that we
had made every exertion in pur’ power to prevent it,
yet if the army had marched to ‘the weftern country
under the prevallmg influence of that inflammatory
and licentious {pirit, which difcovered jtfelf among 3
part of them for fome time at Carlifle, we muft have
thought it our duty to haye returned with all hafte, and
_told the people what they had a right to expect; and
in that cafe defperation muft have fupplied the want
of refources, and the innocent muft have prade a com-
mon caufe with the guilty ; for there is no law, divine
or ‘human, to oblnge people tamely to fubmit to be
{kewered, hanged or {hot, in cold blood, and this was
for fome time the declared obje& of fuch as made moft
noife, and even of fome who laid claim to the chara@er
"of gentlemen ; and it was a fingular circumftance, that
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fuch citizens of the weftern country, as had made the
greateft exertions in preventing the fpread of the dif-
.prders, and reftoring fubmiffion to the laws, were
deftined to be the firft viQims of this lawlefs rage.

The Prefident was happily’ fuccefsful in'reducing
 the licentious part of the army to fubordination to the
" laws, and in infpiring the people in the weftern coun-
ties with fuch a meafure of confidence, as prevented
any conduct on their part, that could give thearmy any
juft caufe of irritatjion. |,
- Information that there were many officers ' of dife -
cretion and expenence in the army, as well as a great
many orderly citizens, whocome out in their proper.
claffes, onmilitia duty, had alfo a tendencyto abatethe

ears of the.people of the weftern coynties.
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C H A P XV

M R. Redick and I, returning with al}
convenient {peed, feparated at Greenfburgh in Weft-
moreland county, after preparing an advertifement ta
be publithed in the Pittfburgh gazette, calling for a
meeting of the delegates of townfhips, which had been
ele@ted for the firft meeting at Parkifon’s ferry, and re<
quefling alfo the attendance of as many difcreet citizens
befides, as could conveniently attend. Knowing that
the gazette would be put to prefs before the advertife-
- ment could reach the editor, we were obliged to make
it too fhort for conveying fuch informationas we wifh-
ed to communicate ; conceiving alfo that the gazette
was too flow a method of warning the citizens in the
four counties, I undertook to give information by cir-
cular letters to the counties of Weftmoreland and
Fayette, and with the affiftance afforded by others, thefe
letters were fent to proper perfons without delay. ‘The
-exteni cf the country cverwhichthe peoplewere fpread,



"INSURRECTION. igt
and the importance of having the general fenfe of the
country. unequivocally underftood at the meeting, in-
‘duced us to delay it fome days longer than we had con-
templated at Carlifle, rather than that the affurances to
"be obtained fhould be doubtful. “This, however, ren-
dered it impoffible to have the affurances forwarded to
, “Bedford before the army had left’it. The Prefidenit
“had found it neceffary to return to Philadelphia, iome

days before the army left Bedford.

An excellent opportunity ofiered for taking the fenfe
of the citizens, at the regimental mufters, which hap-
pened on the week previous to the meeting. In Weft-
moreland and Fayette counties, the brigadier-generals
and infpeQors of both counties, without mutual con-
fultation, propofed to thofe who attended the mufters,
that they fhould fign aflurances engaging themfelves,
perfonally, to fubmit to the laws, protect the officers,
&c. and before the end of the week, on which the muf-
ters were held, all the citizens of thofe two counties,
whofe names were in the mufter rolls, and could at.
tend, had figned explicit affurances. Anumber of them
had done fo before, on the day appointed by the com-
miffioners, or within a few days after it.

Mr. Redick having to go by Pittfburgh with the
advertifement ; it was two days after the letters had
been circulated in the other counties, before he arrived

* at Wathington town, fo that he had not {o early an op-
~ portunity of communicating information as I had, and
" the news-paper circulating flowly, the people fouth of
the Monongahela not having encouragement for giving
- mew affurances, negleﬁedthe opportunity of the mufters,
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though-many of them had figned in their refpeQivé
townfhips before the Parkifon ferry meeting.

- On the 24th of Ocober, the meeting corvened j
great indeed was the difference between the complexion
of this meefing, and that which met at the fame place
on the 14th of Auguft preceding; and this difference

‘was in a great meafure owing to a few men. Bradford,
Fulton, Parkifon, Marfhal, and others, who had cen-
trived and promoted the meeting at Braddock’s field,
~had either fecured an amnefty by {ubmitting in due
_time, or fled out of the country, and others whe, pey-
haps, had done neither, were athamed to appear at this
meeting, though thetetror of them and their friends
bad overawed the firft ; and a great number of refpec-
‘table citizens attended at this meeting, who did not
think it prudent to countenance the firft. The citj=
zens did not a&t here as delegates, nor produce creden-
tials, and the greateft harmony and geood order prevail-
ed. James Eqgar was appointed chairman, and Albert
Gallatin fecretary.
When the meeting was opened Mr. Redick and 1
- gave an account of the difcharge of our truft at Carlifle,
and ftated the propriety of giving more unequivocal
affurances than had yet been obtained, and the encour-
agements given for doing fo, as nearly in the Prefident’s
own words as we could exprefs them. We alfo flated
the importance of preventing any headfirong feolifh
people from irritating the army, if it advanced into the
- country, either by firing a gun at them, or any ather
condu® that might be conftrued into a pretence by
any in the army to break through the rules of difcipline,
&c. and in order to render them the more cautious, we
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Informed them that the fame inflammatory {pirit appear-
ed to pervade fome patt of the army, that had.fo re- -
cently previiled in this country. We alfo, according -
to the Prefiden'’s inftru@ions, affured thofe who had
thelcered themfelves under the faith of government,
that they would nat be difturbed, let sheir crimes be
what they might, and that no advantage fhould be
taken of want of mere matter of form. We added
fuch other information, and made fuch obfervations, as
we thought fuitable to the occafion ; but many obfer-
vations were not neceffary, the people were willingtodo
every thing that was judged proper, indeed if the fame
people ehiad attended and voted at the firft meeting that
did at this, and if thofe who governed the paffions of
that day, and were abfent from this meeting, had alfo
been abfent from thit, an army would not have been
marched into the country. At this meeting, the fol-
lowing refolutions were unanimoufly adopted:

1ft. Refolved, that.in our opinion, the civil authox
rity is now fully competent to enforce the laws and to
punilh both paft and future offences, inasmuch, as the
people at large are determined to fupport every de-
{cription of civil officers in the legal difcharge of their
duty. ' '

2d. Refolved, that in our opinion, that all perfons
who may be charged or fufpefied of having committed
any offence againgt the United States or the ftate, during
- the late difturbances, and who have not entitled them-
felves to the benefits of the act of oblivion, ought im-
mediately to furrender themfelves to the civil autho-
rity, in order to ftand their trial, that if there be ‘any

fuch perfons. amang us, they are ready to furrender
Aa
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themfelves to the civil authority accordingly, and that
we will.unite in giving our affiftance to bring tojuftice
fuch offenders as {hall not furrender.

3d. Refolved, that in our opinion, offices of infpec-
tion may be immediately opened in the refpetive
counties of this furvey, without any danger of violence
being offered to any of ' the officers, and that the diftil-
lers are willing and ready to enter their ftills.

4th. That William Findley, David Redick,
Ephbraim Douglafs, and Thomas Morton, do. wait on
the Prefident with the forgoing refolutions.

- That_ thefe refclutions were unequivocal was not
only tefiified by the unanimity of the vote, but.by the
papersthat had been figned by the peopleat the mufters,
and otherwife. Thecitizensfouth of Monongahela, who
had mnot kad the opportunity of figning at the mufters,
exprefled great regret that they had not known in time
that fuch a meafure would have been acceptable, and |
aflured the meeting, that thofe who had not yet figned
affurances would do it without delay. Aflurances
figned by a number of them, afew days after that
appointed by the commiffioners, had been prefented
to the Prefident at Carlifle.

The four commifiioners appointed to carry the
affurances to thie Prefident, could not-do it witkout
fome delay, as they refided in the four different coun-
ties, and when they met rogether at Greenfburgh, they-
were informed that the Prefident had returned to Phi-
ladelphia, and. that. the army was on its march from
Bedford and fort Cumberland to the Weftern coun-
ties ; we therefore concluded to halt, till the army would -
advance, and to prefent the affurances to the comman-
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der in chief, but as fecretary Hamilton was with the
left wing of the army, and as we believed that he would
influence whatever meafures might be adopted in con-
fequence of the affurances we had to prefent, we waited
fome days for his arrival at Bonnet's camp, in the
fouthern extremity of Wefltmoreland county, and pre-
fented them fir{t to him, who when he had examined
them, returned them to us, after telling us, that for
the fake of decorum, it would be beft to prefeunt them
to the commander in chief. 'This was what we inten-
ded to have done.

The next day we arrived at Union town, in Fayette
county, where the head quarters then were, and pre-
fented the affurances to the commander in chief, who
fent for the other general officers, and he and they
treated us with civility, The commander appointed
us to wait on him the next morning. Secretary Hamil-
ton arrived at Union town the fame evening, and the
main body of the left wing of the army arrived at
Union Town, the fame day,

"The next morning, fome hours later than the time
appointed, the commander in chief prefented us with
an addrefs to the people, in anfwer to therr affur-
ances.

Wee had, in converfation with him onthe preceding
evening, ftated fubflantially, though much more con-
cifely, the fame reafons, for our confidence that the
people would fubmit to the laws and prote& the cffi-
¢ers, as we had done to the Prefident, with this differ-
ence however, that being better informed, cur confi-
dence was more perfect. We admitted indeed, that
it was true, that fome cf the 1gneramt pecple in fome
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places believed the falfehcods that had been propaga-
+ 'ted, and did not believe that the army was approaching,
until they were on their march. Oneof our number
admitted, that fome young headftrong boys, who had
got drms in their hands, were not willing to give aflur-
ances of fubmiffion, until they were convinced that the
army was approaching, and that with them thefe fears
might haverbeen a prevallmg motive to fubmiffion, but
we denied that this was the general principle of fub-
miffion, and affured hitn that the fubmiffion had been
very general before it was known that the artmy would
march, that it was from a conviction of this, that men
of the beft difcernment, who had an opportunity of
learning the fentiments, and -obferving the tetnper of
the people, at the courts which had been held inallthe
counties, called the meeting at quklfons ferry, wha
adopted the refolutions of fubmiffion’ that had been
tlanumtted to the Prefident at Carlifle. "That this
. conviction " was obtained, and a call of the Parkifon
meeting delegates agreed o, as early as the report of
the commifficners to the Prefident, on which the or-
ders to mw'ch'were founded, was made. That this
change of temper was founded on a general convi@ion,
that it was their own intereft to llgve the laws fuppor-
ted, and was promoted by the induftry of thofe citizens
who had been always well dlfpofed but who had lay
by during the height of the difturbances, till thcy were
convinced of the neceflity of flanding forward for the
refloration of order, and entertained hopes that reafon
and argument would be attended to. We affured him
alfo that thofe who had taken a lead in difturbances,
had either fubmitted in time to fecure themfelves
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under the amuefly, or were fled, and that confequently
the ignorant and obftinate, who had oppofed fubmif-
fion tothe laft, finding themfelves forfaken by all in
whom they had confidence, would haveno encourage-
ment to be troublefome for the future, and that their
confidence in each other would be fo defiroyed as to
leave no ground for fufpe®ing their being able to
form any new dangerous combinations. Notwith{tan-
ding that we affigned thefe and other, fuch reafons as
grounds of confidence in the reality of the people’s
{ubmiffion, the commander in chief in hiszddrefsto
the inhabitants of that country through us, did not ac-
knowledge that we had afligned any other reafon, but
the panic occafioned by the advance of the army.
When we objected to this ftatement, and allegedthat
we had candidly given other and more fubftantial rea-
fons, and that this reafon would apply to only a few
of the moft ignorant and obftinate, he ftruck out the
words which fixed this charge on all the people, and
interlined, the lower order of the people, words which
we had never fpoken; for though we mentioned a
ditference of charater, we hadnot thought of a diftinc-
tion of orders in fociety. We have few flaves and no
nobles.

Near the conclufion of the addrefs, he recommends
it to thofe focieties, who had poifoned the minds of
the people withfalfehoods, to continue with: theirufual
formalities, to countera® the falfehoods they had cir-
culated, and that thereby, they would make fome atone-
ments for the mifchief they had done; we returned
it to him again, and requefted to know to what meet-
ings he alluded.  Ile aniwered, that it was the Par-
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kifon meetings, and fych asthem. We replied, that
the Parkifon meetings and others of that kind, were
held for the exprefs purpofe of reftoring order, that
the firft Parkifon meeting, in a great meafure put a flop
to the outrages, and that the fubfequent meetings, had
completed the reftoration of fubmiffion to the laws,
but he feemed not to underftand the diftinction be-
tween thofe and other meetings. The denunciation
of felf created focieties however, that foon followed,
indicated that his advifers had other meetipgs in view.
Indeed from his underftanding folittle of the fubje&t
of his own addrefs, and difcovering fo little candour
in it, we fufpeied, at the time, that it did not origi-
nate with himfelf. When we withdrew, it was pro-
pofed to accompany the publication of it in the news-
papers with remarks, containing a candid flatement
of the reafons we had affigned for the confidence that
might be placed in the affurances of fubmiffion, which
we had prefented ; but on conferring together, we
.agreed rather to fubmit toan uncandid ftatement of
our own conduct, which was evidently calculated to
give the beft difpofed people in the country juft caufe
of offence againit us, than to do any thing that might
give the army a pretence for irritation, we plainly dif-
covered that the addrefs was calculated to give a bad
impreflipn of us to the people, and of the people to
the army, and the world. It was alfo calculated to
afford reafons for continuing the armv longer in the
country, and convinced us that thofe, who then gave
the fupreme direction to the proceedings, did notdefign
to pay much refpe&l to the unequivocal aflurances,
which the Prefident feemed folicitcus-that we fhould
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procure. Indeed though we were treated politely in
other refpects, and employed to affift in fixing the prices
of neceflaries for the army, and confulted about the
ground on which it fhould encamp, when it advanced
further into the country ; yet we did not meet with
that candour and franknefs, with which we had been

treated by the Prefident at Carlifle. On reading fome
of the preceding Chapters, it will occur to the reader
that either governor Lee was not the author of the ad-
drefs he prefented to us, or that he didnot underftand
the fubjed, when he afcribed the circulating of falfe-
hoods, to poifon the minds of the people, to the meet-
ings held at Parkifon’s Ferry.
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T H E firft orders, that appear to havé
been executed under the authority of the federal judge;
were at Bedford, from whence the four men mentioned
already were efcorted to Philadelphia under amilitary
guard. As far as it was in the powes of the parties em-
ployedtoefcort them, thefe prifoners were treated with
propriety.

Some few were taken without legal orders, when
the army entered the weftern counties, but were foon
difmiffed. - One of thefe had figned affurances in due
time ; but no general attempt was made to take pri-
foners, until the army had encamped a confiderable
time inthevicinity of Monongahela,and were apparent-
ly preparing to return home ; arrangements were then
made to have the prifoners taken in all the different
parts of the country, on the 13th of November. For
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this purpofe, different detachments were deftined to
various routs, who in moft inftances fecured thofe thad
they had orders to apprehend. The orders were exe-
cuted with promptitude and addrefs, but not with
equal humanity by all the parties.

To drag men unexpeltedly and unprepared, from .
their wives and children, from bed time till morning,
is an exertion that fhocks humanity,. and yet iti fome
imperious cafes the interefts of humanity require that
it {hould be done. When it becomes expedient to
make prifoners of bold and intrepid meii, 4ccuftomed
to danger, it is neceflary, in order to prevent blood-
fhed, to take them by furprife; nor is this the lef3
expedient when they happen to be innocent, for in
that cafe, they might be difpofed to make the moré
defperate defence; and every thing that would lead to
a conteft, was to be avoided on this occafion with pe-
culiar care, as it was apprehended that fome inflam-
matory fpirits in the army wifhed for a plaufible pre-
text to burft the bonds of difciplirie, and fatiate their
vengeance on 4 defencelefs country.

Though it appeared, in the refult, that but a {mall
proportion of thofe that were taken in this manner
had done any thing for which they could be punithed,
yet thofe who were employed to take them, had no
right to examine, or difcriminate between the inno-
cent and the guilty.  But though the rigid duty muft
be performed, no man of honour or humanity would
add infult or cruelty to unavoidable feverity. I re-
joice at having it in my power to -flate that, in moft
inflances, care was taken to employ men of chara@er
and difcretion in taking prifoners.
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CaptainDunlap of Philadelphia, and his company,
were fent to Muddy creek in the upper end of Wafh-
ington county, they took colonel Crawford and fon,
Mr. Sedgwick, a juftice of the peace, Mr. Corbly,
a clergyman of the Baptift perfuaficn, and others.

‘IN1ey were taken early in the morning, and had no

opportunity of making refiftance. Captain Dunlap
and his party, while they behaved with the greateft
dexterity in . taking the prifoners, treated them
with as much politenefs and attention as their fitua-
tion would admit of, and engaged their gratitude
by accompanying unavoidable feverity with huma-
nity. ‘
Thefe prifoners 3fert, that they had net the oppor-
tunity of figning the terms of the commiffioners
until the appointed day was paft.  They were admit-
ted to bail, after feveral months imprifonment, and
though two- of thofe perfons were reported to have
been a good deal inflammatory, there was no bill found
againft any of them on their trial. They weré not
engaged in the outrages againft excife officers, or at
the rendezvous at Braddock's field. I cannot find that
Sedgwick, the juflice of the peace, had done any thing
to lay a foundation even for fufpicion. Crawford, the
younger, had been one of the armed party, who ap-
peared at the Red(tone meeting witha defign to purith
Jackfon, but he was difmiffed at Pittfburgh. '
General Irwin had been ordered to march to the
neighbourhood of Pittfburgh with a divifion of the
army, and was directed to take a number of thecitizens

of Pittfburgh prifoners on the fame night on which .

the general feizure was made. Itappears that two




INSURRECTION. - 203

lifts were defigned for him, but one * only was deliver-
ed, without any diftin@ion made in it between cri-
minals and witneffes, or any difcretionary power
of difcrimination intrufted to him. ‘The lift con-
fained the names of eighteen citizens of Pitifburgh,’
of whom one perfon, on receiving fome private
hint of the defign, delivered himfelf up to the judi-
ciary, then fitting in his own houfe. The general, it
has been faid, was inftru@ed to firike two cther per~
fons out of the lift,

"Thus, agreeably toorders, anumber of citizens were
dragged out of their beds in the night, and marched to
the camp, with fcarce fufficient time to put on their
neceffary cloathing.  The camp affording no better
accomodations, they were obliged to lay that night o
the wet earth, under fnow and rain, ard to add to their
mifery they complain that they were barbaroufly in-
fulted by fome of thofe, by whom they were taken, and
al{o by fome of the guards in the camp. Next day
they were empounded in a wafte houfe, where they
were detained for feveral days ; no better Jodging could
be procured in the camp. Whatever infults, they may
havereceived, were contrarytotheorders of the general.

On the reprefeatation of general Irwin, they were
removed from the camp to the garrifon, and put under
the direction of colonel Butler; they were then con-
fined in a new houfe, without fire, for five days more.
So many prifoners, from various parts, were then con-

® This lift is publithed at length in Mr. Brackenridge's incidents; but general
Jrwin does not know how it was procured, and fays, that he had no means of dif-
fiuguifhing between criminals and witneifes.
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fined in Pittfburgh, that proper accomedations could
not be procured.

When the timearrived, that they were to appear be-
forethejudiciary, though the prifonerswere in the cufto-
dy of theofficer of the garrifon, general Irwin was called
on, perhaps in compliment to his rank, to iffue orders
for releafing them individua! tly from the garrifon in’
courfe as they were demanded by the judiciary. It
wasby the call of the judiciary fof their appearance, that
he, to his furpnfe, firft difcovered that a number of
thofe whom according to orders he had taken and treat-
ed as criminals, were only called on as witnefles ; but
how much greater muft his furprife have been, if he
had known that a number of them had figned the am-
pefty in due time, and confequently were fo {heltered
under the faith of government, that according to the
Prefident’s declaration at Carlifle, they were not to
have been djfturbed, let their crimes have been ever
fo great.

I confefs, when i in Philadelphia, I found fome in the
prifon who had figned the amnefty, and was informed
of the treatment others received on this occaficn at
Pittfburgh, I regretted that I had been an inftrument
in encouraging thofe who had done fo, to exercife un-
limited confidence in the faith of government, and on
,;that ground, I demanded the releafe of a prifoner of
that defcription, from the attorney of the diftri@ and
the attorney general, and he was admitted to bail, but.
had to appear at the court as a witnefs ; an apprehen-
fionthat fomething of this kind would happen, was one
reafon which induced me to fuggeft twice to the Preﬁ-
dent at Carlifle the importance cf his croﬂ”mg the
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mountains with the army, and I am ftill perfuaded,
that if he could have done fo, fuch miftakes would not
have been fo numerous.

The agonizing diftrefs of thofe citizens and their
families,who were madethe victims of, perhaps, private
refentments, on this accafion, can be more eafily con-
. cieved than expreffed. The confternation of others,
" when they obferved the innocent, thofe who had fign-
ed the amnefly, witneffes and criminals, treated thh
fuch undiftinguifhing feverity, was inexpreflible. They
juftly apprehended, thatno manwas fafe, let hiscondué@
have been ever fo innocent, or. his affurance of pro-
tection from government ever fo great, if thofe who
influenced the judiciary had enmity againft them.

I have already ftated that many of them had figned
the amnefty, others had refufed to fign from the pride
of innocence, or an averfion to an implied acknow-
ledgement of guilt. A number of them were men of
unimpeachable behaviour through the whole period
of the infurretion. Though there had been a good
deal of heat and irritation among the moft ignorant
‘clafs of people at Pittfburgh, yet there was no higher
crime committed, even by them, than ereQting a li-
berty pole, but a proportien of the prifoners were not
of that clafs, one of them was a refpe&able and well
behaved magiftrate of the Town.

A captain, with a detachment of the army  who
took a number of pnfoners in the fouthern parts of
Wathington, is afferted to have driven the prifoners
under his care, like cattleata trot, througég,muddy roads,
and through creeks up to their middle * in water, and
to have empounded themin a wet ftable at night, and



206 HISTORY OF THE

otherwife to have maltreatedand infulted them ; though
this faét has been confidently alferted, and never con-
tradiCted, yet not having vouchers for it before meé,
I fhall pafs it over without being more particular.

Thegreateft outrage, however,againft humanity and
decency was committed by general White inthe Min-
go-Creek fettlement.

It is faid thathe had been folicitous tohave thecom-
mand of the New-Jerfey militia on the weftern cxpedn—
tion, but that from anapprehenfion of the peculiarity of
his temper rendering himunfit for fuch a truft, arranges
ments were ruade that prevented him fromattainingthat
rank; but being determinedtobeemployed in theexpe-
dition, and holding the rank pf brigadier general in the
militia, he marched to Carlifle with the light-horfe
volunteers and after a part of them were incorporated
with the legion, he continued to command the Jerfey
Yight-horfe until the return of the army ; when gover-
nor Howell taking the horfe, all but a very final]
corps, which he left with general White, he gladly
accepted of the charge of taking down the prifoners,

_after that truft had been iohcmouﬂy declined by
. others. Governor .Howell returned with the horfe
- by the way of Northumberland, and behaved in fuch
a manner as to do honour to himfelf, and the corps he
commanded, both in the weftern countyy and en the
return. Thoughthere feemed o be ageneralconviQtion,
that general White was not pofleffed of fufficient difcre-
~ tion to beintrufted with the delicate charge of arrgﬁihg
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prifoners, yet by fome means, I nevercouldlearn, from
any officer of whom I have had an opportunity of en-
quiring, how, he wasintrufted to fuperintend the ta-
king of prifoners in Mingo Creck fettlement, on the
13th of November, before mentidted, which, from his
conduct, more than that of any other officers in that
country, was known by the name of the dreadful night.
I {ball fiate his condu®, on that occafion, nearly in the
words, by which it is exprefled in a voucher now be-
fore me.

On Thur(day, the 13th November, there wereabout
forty perfons brought to Parkifon's houfe by order of
general White; he direCted to put the damned rafcalg
in thecellar, to tie them back to back, to make a fire
for the guard, but to put the prifoners back to the far-
ther end of the cellar, and to give them neither vic-
tuals nor drink.  The cellar was wet and muddy, and
the night cold; the cellar extended the whole length ;
under a large new log houfe, which was neither floored,
nor the openings between the logs daubed. They
were kept there until Saturday morning, and then mar- -
ched to the town of Wathington. On the march,
one of the prifoners who was fubje& to convulfions,
fell into a fit : but when fome of the troop told gene-
13l White of his fituation, he ordered them to tie the
damned rafcalto a horfe’s tail, and drag him along with
. them, for he had only feigned having the fits. Some
of his fellow prifoners, however, who had a horfe, dif—
mounted, and let the poor man ride : he had another
fit before he reached Wathington. This march was’
about twelve miles. The poor map, whe had the fits,
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had been in the American fervice, during almoﬁ the
whole of the war with Great Britain.

Having heard much about this inhuman bufinefs,
and having occafion laﬁ fummer to go to Wathington,
I travelled that road for the firft time that I had ever
been in that fettlement, and lodged a night at the place.
The plantation is the property of Benjamin Parkifon,
but rented by him to a Mr. Stockdale, whokeeps tavern
at it,and who feems tobe adecent man, and one againft
whom there was no charge. He not only confirmed
what I have ftated above, butadded a variety of other
particulars equally fhocking. Stockdale was forbid on
the peril of his life to adminifter any comfort to his
neighbours, though they were perithing with cold and
famifhing with hunger : The general treated the pri-
foners, as they arrived, withthe moft infulting and abu-
five language, ‘caufing them all to be tied back to back,
except one man, who held, a refpectable rank,and who -

_howeverwasfaidtobe one of the moft guilty in his cuf-
tody. Oneof the neareft neighbours, whohadachildat
the pointofdying, and obfervingthatthey were bringing
in the whole neighbourhood prifoners, without regard
to guilt or innocence, went and gave himfelf up to
general White, expefting that as he was confcious
there was no charge againfthim,he would be permitted
to return to his family on giving bail, but he alfo was
inhumanly thrown into the cellar, tied with the reft,
and refufed the privilege of feeing his dying child;
nor was he permitted to attend its funeral, until after
many entreaties he obtained that liberty, accompamed

with the mo# horrid caths and imprecations.
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. The moft of thefe prifoners were found to be inno-
centmen and wereliberated. There were but, threefent
toPhiladelphia for trial ; one of them after having been
difmiffed at Pittfburgh, and perhaps having takenahearty
grog, through joyat regaining his liberty exprefied him-
felf unbeco.ningly to fome of the light horfe men. He
was afterwards purfued near thirty miles, and taken
to Philadelphia, butthere wasno caufe of a&ion found
againft him at the court. He had ferved with approba<
tion in the army during the war ; his name was Samuel
Noy.

Whether general White had a lift given him by
the judiciary or not, I have not been informed, bat
he certainly had no orders to torture them with huna
ger, cold, and infults. Capt. Dunlap had adifcrimi- -
nation made in his orders between witneffes and fup-
pofed criminals, and treated them all with humanity,
and had them comfortably lodged, and provided with
victuals and drink, previous to his taking refrefhments
himfelf. By the orders given to general Irwin, he
was obliged totake andtreat all as criminals, but he did
not infult any of them himfelf, nor permitthem to be
infulted by others in his hearing, and he provided for
them as well as thecamp would permit, and that being
a very uncomfortable fituation, he had them removed
from it as foon as he coald.. That they were irmocent
perfons, had {heltered themfelves under the faith of
gbvemment, or were only called as witn’eﬁ'es, was
not known to the general, till it was difcovered in the
refult ; but general White was himfelf the leading or
perhaps the only man; of his corps, who infulted. the

prifoners with the moft approbriouslanguage, artd pu-
- Cec
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nifhed them in the moft fhocking manner, fhort of
infliRing death. Ir isan approved maxim, that every
man {hould be treated asinnocent till found guilty. An
adherence to that {alutary maxim was never more ne-
ceflary than on this occafion, for the prefumption was
that every man who was confcicus of guilt had either
figned the amnefty or fled, having had fo favourable
an opportunity to provide for their fafety by flight, and
inthe iffue it became evident that they had availed
themfelves of one or other of thofe modes of efcape,
with very few exceptions. This was in fa& the cafe
with moft of thofe taken by geneial White, and of all
that were taken by the different parties, on that dread-
ful night, as it is fill called. Only eighteen were fent to
Philadelphia, 2nd none cf thefe were convicted on
~ trial. Two or three of them, however, might probably
have been found guilty on a charge of mif{demeanour,
but the charge on which they were tried being treafon,
two witneffes were neceffary to prove the fame fa&,
and this requifition could not be complied with.

When the faQts had been fully examined in the
court, it was the opinion of fome of the moft able law-
yers that there was no treafon in the cafe. Though
as it happened ihat they were not convicled, thecharge
of treafon was moft favourable to the prifoners that
had been guilty of mif{demeanours. _

As the army returned through Weftmoreland, two
prifoners were taken in the fouthern extremity of that
county, and ore ih the neighbouring parts of Fayette
cohnty. They were taken to Philadelphia, the laft had
been in Kentucky during the infurre@tion, and did not
return till after the riots had csafed. Ifaac Meafon, a
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judge of Fayette county, followed judge Peters near

forty miles into Bedford county, and offered himfelf

and judge Wells of Bedford county, both of them ac-

knowledged friends of government, as bail for the’
prifoner, but was abfolutely refufed. As Mr. Meafon:
knewthat the prifoner was guilty of no crime, whichevi-.
dently appeared to be thecafe by no bill being found a-

gainfthimon histrial, heand Mr. Wells complainof the

judge for not admitting him to bail on theirapplication.

Judge Peters, being well known to be a man of feeling

and humanitv, his condu@ in this and feveral other in-

ftances can only be accounted for from his apprehen-

fion, that it was neceffary that a confiderable number

of prifoners thould be brought down, in order to pre-

vent the inflammatory part of the army from com-

mitting outrages at leaving the country. His 1nind

was tortured at being obliged to bring down fo inany

prifoners, and his peace was difturbed by being teafed

for difmiffing fuch numbers of them.

One of the two prifonerstaken from Weﬁmoreland
was found guilty of ietting fire tothe hcufe of Wells, the
colleGtor, and condemned to be hanged ; but was af-
terwards reprieved, and then pardoned by the Prefi-
dent of the United States. Heis a very ignorant man,
faid to be of an outrageous temper, and fubje@ to
occafional fits of infanity. The principal witnefs
againft him was a perfon, who is faid to have been the
principal leader in the riot, but he was pardoned by
the commander in chief ; the other was a young man,
who had come lately from Maryland, and hadno fami-
ly or fgiends in the country. No bill was found againft
him on trial. Y ’
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I have mentioned before, that four prifoners were
fent from Bedford, asthe army advanced ; one ofthem,
Herman Hufbands, was a very old man, extenfively
known on account of fome fingularities in his charac-
ter. After [ufferingfour monthsimprifonment, no caufe
of a@lion was found againft hirm, but though he was
liberated, with others by the court, his conftitution
had received fuch a fhock that he died before he left
the city. Another of them, Mr. Filfon, who kepta
large ftore thirty miles above Bedford, was refufed to
be admitted to bail, though this favour was warmly fo-
licited by feteral reputable merchants in Philadelpia.
The profecution againft himwas condu&ted with unufal
feverity ; being firft acquitted on a charge of treafon,
he was tried for a mifdemeanour, andin this the verdié
alfo was, not guilty. He is now a member of affembly
for Bedford county.

Of the two others taken near Bedford, one was an
old inoffenfive German, named Wifegarver ; he was
taken to Philadelphia, and after being imprifoned fzur
months he was admitted to bail, and no bill was found
againft him at court. The other, whofe name is Lucas,
had been afergeant in the army in the time of the war,
and was well known at the time of the revolt of the
Pennfylvania line; and though he was oneof the lead-
ers of that revolt, yet in-that fituation he rendered
fuch effential fervices to the public as to have a
fpecial .reward affigned to him. After near four
months imprifonment, he was admitted to bail on the
intercefficn of a general officer, who was well acquaint-
ed with his fervices. ' When he attended the court to
fland his trial nothing was found againft- him. He
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has a numerous family of fmall children, and like too
_many, who ferved in the late war, he is poor.
‘No crimes had been committed in Bedford county
of a more outrageous nature, than erecting fome liberty
- poles, exceptanattempt on Webtfter, colleQorof excife;
this, however, being condufled with greater mildnefs
than other inftances of the kind, and he having pro-
voked it by tranfgrefling the law himfelf, no perfon
was profecuted for it. The greateft number of thofe
concerned were from Weftmoreland. Hufbands and
Filfon had attended the firft meeting at Parkifon’s ferry; ‘
as no riors had taken place in the fettlement in which
they lived, this was probably confirued: to indicate a
bad defign, but they did not propofe any thing at the
meeting that was offenfive. Wifegarver and Lucas had
only been prefent or affifted at erecting a liberty pole
in the town of Bedford, witha mixed multitude of
othets. I have already mentioned the bad effe&, which
the erecting of liberty poles had in encouraging the
infurgents, yet the act of ereCting them was no fur-
thercriminal, than the correfpondent condué‘t exprefled
a feditious defign.

A certain John Mitchel who, with the affiftance of
another perfon, had robbed the Pittfburgh mail, gave
himfelf up to general Morgan, after the judiciary had
left the country. This man’s evideut fimplicity in-
duced the general to wifh him to efcape, and to dif-

_ credit his being the perfon ;. but Mitchel infifting
that he was one of the perfons who robbed the mail,
the general, inftead of confininghim, gave him a pafs to
go to Philadelphia, thereby putting it in his power to
refle@ on his fituation, and make his efcape; but he
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went to Philadelphia, furrendered himfelf to be com-
mitted, and being found -guilty on his trial, he was
condemned to be hanged. This refult was unaveidable
on the fat being eftablithed ; but the Prefident, with
great propriety, firft reprieved for a time, and then
pardoned him. ,
Thus an oppofition to an excife {yftem, which began
with only clandeftine attacks on fome of the officers,
and which, by the timely attention of thofe intrufted
with the execution of the law, might eafily have been
checked, the revenues fecured, the peace of the coun-
try preferved, and the credit of a republican govern-
ment faved, was, by inattentien or defign, treated
with negle®, or tampered with in a manner, that was
more cenfurable than negle®, until it produced fuch
an effe& on the folly and prejudices of the people in
"a fmall part of a diftri&, or rather a fmall part of a
county, as, 2ided by the diftraction or wickednefs of a
few others, broke fuddenly out into fuch alarming dif-
orders as agitated the whole United States, and occa-
fioned the levying and marching of one of the beft
provided, moft formidable, and in fome refpedts, the
moft refpeQtable army that ever marched under the
banners of the United States; and yet the whole of
this ftupendous fcene was wound up, without any per-
fon being killed, except in the attack on the infpecior’s
houfe at the commencement of the infurre&tion, and
the two men who were, perhaps, too wantonly killed
by fomeof the army, before thete had been an oppor-
tunity of introducing difcipline into it.  Several,
however, died by ficknefs, efpecially in the left wing
of the army. ‘
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When the judiciary had finithed the examinations,
and made a feleQion of thofe who were to be fent to
Philadelphia, the army returned with rapid marches
to the different counties from whence they were
draughted, or had turned out volunteers. ‘The quick-
nefs of their march prevented even thé moft diforder-
ly corps from injuring the fettlements fo much as was
apprehended, though it is certain feveral families,
near where they encamped, did fuftain confiderable
damages, chiefly occafioned by the troops in the rear.
Affurances were given by fecretary Hamilton, that the
damages {hould be paid on their prefenting appraife-
ments to Congrefs. The appraifements were made out,
and given to the proper. officers, but have not been
prefented to Congrefs, nor otherwife provided for.
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C H A P. XVIL

) T HE fituation and circumftances were
not convenient for deliberace and impartial examina-
tion. The multitude of . informatious, and declara-
tions of affurances, neceflary to be perufed, and the panic
and embarraflment of witnefles, who were interrogated
ina manner_at the point of the bayonet, many of
whom were more guilty than thofeagainft whom they
gave teltimony, and the unavoidable confufions of a
camp rendered it very difficult for the civil magiftrate
to conduét the bufinefs with precifion.. Such witnefles
were inevitably influenced by a fenfe of their own
danger, and the hopes of obtaining pardon from.the
commander in chief ; for the pardon from the com-
mander was not irrevocably fecured, before the expec-
tanthad given his teftimony, and in{fomcinftances, fear
was added to hope, to draw from the witnefles fuch
teftimony, as was thought beft calculated to fecure
the objeq they had in view. Perfons who hadbeen ill-
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“ftedfed by the infurgents, and who of courfe were too
tniich under the influerce of refentrment to give im-

partial teftimoniy, were alfo interrogated as witneffes.

Thelr teftimony was doubtlefs admiffible i, law,

though riot entitled to fuch credit, 4sif they had been

difinterefted. In: confequcnce of thofe untoward cir-

cumftances; it happened that - in many inftances the

teflimony was inconfiflent or dxreé‘ly contradifiory.
Where this was evidently the dafe;, the judge fet both

afide.

Aftet 4 full m'veﬁnga'tiori of the whole bufinefs if
appears that a vety {fmall proportion of thofe who had
been guilty {uffered :mpnfenmenn Thofe who had
‘been mioft influeiitial in oppofition to the laws, had
eithet complied with the terms of the commifiioners;
or, bad fled when they fcund the army was approach-
ing. Indeed many Had fled who were guilty of no
crime, but were {oill informed as to apprehend that
their declining to fign the declaration of affurances
would bé conftryed into ore. No attempt having
been made to arreft or difturb any perfon all the time
the army layiftthe country, till it was apparently pre-
paring to return, and thefew that had been apprehen:-
ded being difmiffed, embeldened fome who had fled
-or concealed themfelves to return, and appear in public’
‘again, no doubt concluding that the affurances they
_had figped after the day appointed by the commiffions
ers had been aceepted as evidefice of their repentance.
This circumflance put many in the way of being ta-
ken, who would have efcaped if the orders had been
iffued foon after the arrival of the army, but with-

Dd
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al, there was not a fingle perfon fent to Philadelphia; -
who had been an influential leader in any of the out=
rages ; feveral however were in cuftody and difmiffed,
who are declared to have beenh much mote guilty
than moft of thofe that were detaited 1 have
already faid that feveral were taken down prifo-
ners who were innocent, and fome of them merito-
rious. . Some circumftances that influenced this irre-
gular diftribution of juftice naturally arofe from the
fituation of the bufinefs ; others will be accounted for
in the fequel. . )
The commandcr in chief wasauthorized to exone-
rate thofe who gave fuch evidences of. theu' repemance'
as were fatisfatory to himfelf, as well as thofe who
had agreed to the terms propofed by the commiffions
ers ; confequently thofe who had the greateft addrefs
or the moft influential friends would of courfe obtain
an amnefty, whilft the bafhful, the ignorant, and the
friendlefs were neceflarily left to be the fubjects for
atonement. In this cafe the interceffion of the excife
officers who were the parties injured could not fail of
fuccefs ; I with I could fay that their privatq, refent-
ments had not been influential alfo. Thefe évils
arcfe naturally out of the ftate of things. ~ There are
no complamtsof govertior Lee baving been inexora-
ble or inhumamne, but he had no rule to direét his
“judgment as to the manifeftations of repentance, but
the reprefentationsof thefe in whom he had confidence,
and thofg reprefentations were often unaveidably
influenced by favouriti{m or refentment.
" Comparatively few indeed were tranfported to
Ph.ndelphxa for trial, and xt was a hardfhlp that maft
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of thefe few were innocent, and that others were dif-
miffed who had been more influential in'the riots
than any of thofe who were ‘brought to trial.” I do
not complain that many guilty perfons were pardoned,
nor do I call in queftion thejr repentaDCe I-believe
there were few, if any, but what. had given eve:y evi- .
dence of repentance that was requzred before the army
croffed the mountains, uniéfs giving teftimony libe-
rally againft others was' fomenmes conﬁdered as an
evidence of repentance.

From thefe circumflances it is evident that the
judge of the diftri® had an arduous tafk to perform.
The fele@ion of proper charatters for making atone-
ment was rendered difficult by the exercife of the par--
doning power. of the commander, which in numerous
~ inftances interfered with the opinion of the judge.
The commander not being bound by firi& rules of
law in the exercife of his difcretion, and the judge,
and attorney, conceiving thatthey were authorifedon-
ly to att accordinig to fuch yules, contributed to the
refult I have mentioned ; but there were other caufes.

When fo great a number of thofe who had been
taken prifongss by the detachments were releafed, ma-
ny of the army became clamorous againft the judge,
and cornPlamed of having marched fo far, fuffered fo
many hard{hlps, and taken fo manyprxfoners, and that
after all, thefe pnfoners were likely to be difmiffed
. without atonemems being made ; on the dnfcoveryof fo
much hot blood in the army, the judge became afraid
that it might mutmy, and take indifcriminate vengeance
on the country, and juftly confidered fuch an event to
b¥ the greateft of all Poﬂible evils, not only to the

od
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weftern counties, but to the government of tha Usnited,
States. I this dilemmaa he ihougbt i wias- advifable:
totake down 3 greacer nuinber of prifoneis; than bé:
otherwife would, and confequently conceived: himfelf:
under the neceffity of teking fome who were imndcent,or:
at leaft fuch as egainft whom there were no {trong pre=
fumptions of guilt, trufting that the neceflity of the.
cafe would jultify the meafure. He alfo confidered.
. himfelf asjuftified indaw in' rommitting fuch as-had
beén prefent at, or members of, fuch meetings, as.
might from-any- fpecial circumflances be de¢med trea-
fanable or feditious, and this copftrudion was given
not only to the riotous affemblies whigh: committed
outrages, and fuch as erefled.liberty poles, but-even ta:
the Parkifon’s meetings, 8e:; for though the-intemiony
of the great majority of thafe. wha were members of
thofe meetings was to reftore order, and theugh they
~ had‘in every inflapce been gonfiderably fuceefsful, and:
were in the iffue completely fo, yet the- firft appoint-.
ment, as it-grew out of the: agtack on the-houfe of the:
Infpecior, was confidered as criminal, and fuch ds were:
moft influential in making that appoinfment had
endeavoured at the firlt Parkifon's mesting to promote.
~ meafures for confolidating the oppofition o govern-.
ment, fapported 'by thefe reafons. The diftri®
attorney in the charge, which he exhibited & Philadel-.
phla againft theprifoners,exhibited the. at'g.ndance on
thefe meetings among the als of treafoq whxch had
heen cangmitted.
This charge of treafen againft the meet‘pgs -at Par-
kifon's, was poflibly calcula;ed to be an apology fox
having broughtdown prifoners, againft whom no otheg
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ofance was alleged. It was acknowledged by .the:
diftrict judge and attorney, that alarge proportios-of
thofe; who 5ot guly astended at thefe meetings, bub
gven at the Braddock’s field rendegvous, which une
doubiedly afymed, the appearances of an, infurmediions
were not only innocent, but meritarious perfons, and

that. it was got the affifting at.thofe megtings, bur, the -
gondud when there, that thould determine the . crig

minality of the prifoners. If, by atending tidfgy
meetings,, a perfon became inveolved, in criminalisy;

the moft.decifive and ufeful pairioty in the. wellerny

gountry would hay4 been lable to profecution, as well,

as the moft outrageous, but gis rule of gonduct wag -
only purfued to g {mall extopt ag .to pumbers, and:

perhaps would not: have besn pprfucd & all, batig

complacence-to the inflammatory; past of the army,.

I know this circumfiance is denied by 4 numbes
who were in thé srmy, andhad a'goed epportunity of
being acquainted with its prevailingglemper,; "but it iy
fuggefted by the judge, and it may be realonablyadamit
ted. that a few inflammatory charadters teafing L{ze‘ma-i_'
giftrate, and not gnly.difcovering their owa ungoveraa~
ble temper, but afferting that this temper was. ganeral
in the army, was fully fufficient; to give ground fop
thefe apprehenfions. I bave had occafion feveral times
to mention, that a few noify and refllefs fpirits have
jt-in their power, on particular occafions, for a time, to
fix the chara@er of the whole mafs of either an army
ora country ; and this was undoubtedly thegcafe with
the army on this occafion.  The fentiments of thofe,
who were virtuous enough not to attempt to influence
the decifiops of the magiftrate, were notknown, asthey
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- ghade no noife, while the inflammatory few, not only
were fo impertinent, as indire@ly to interfere with the
decifions, but in fome inftances, with the examinations.
There was but one general officer, who difcovered a
difpofition to promote diforders, and his influence
was {mall.

I have faid that fmne were brought pnfoners to
Philadelphia, againft whom there was no caufe of
a&ion, and others, ‘without having been-examined.
I have already affigned the reafons why fome were
brought who were innocent. -That any were brought
without examination arofe in part from other caufes.
meg to the hurry angd confufion of the camp, the
judge could not attend to the examination of them all
Rimfelf; fometimes the fécretary of the treafury exa-
mined, and decided himfelf; on other otcafions, the
prifoners were examined by the diftri® attorney, or
by fome of the flate judges. Thus through the mul-
titude of examines, fome were committed without
‘being examined atall. It has been alfo fuggefted that
feme- perfons were fent down in confequeénce of the
predetermmauon of- the fecretary of the treafury 3
inftarices might be given if it was neceifan -and fomg
will ‘be offered in ‘the fequel '
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C H A P. XVIIL

P ERHAPS the moft myfterious
circe.mftance attending the weftern expedition, was the
charaller fuftained by the fecretary of the treafury.
* Frequentenquirieshavebeen madefrgm me, and I have
often enquired of others, what ftation he held, to which
his refponfibility was attached, but without any fatis-
fatory anfwers. But as it was generally believed that
he gave the fupreme direction to the meafures that
were purfued, and as the praife of all that was laudable,
- and the blame of what was cenfurable, has been by a

kind of tacit confent afcribed to him, it will, for want
~of better fources of infornmation, be neceffary to exa-
mine fuch inftances of his paramount influence, in the
previous plans and fubfequent conduét of the; expedi-
tion, as have tranfpired. '
‘That he was the refp®nfible head of therevenuede-
partment, and had the direction of the meafuresrelative
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to the execution of the excife law, is evidefst from thé
~powess vefted in him by law for that purpofe.  That
he originated not only the excife fyftem, and the other
tevenue laws, which were end@ed by Congrefs, previ-
ous to the infurredtion, and the arrangemens for car-
fying therh into exetution, i§ evident frons the jour-
fals of Congrefs; and his own reports (o the Houfe of
Reprefentatives: 'The mantrer in which the coercive
part of the excife lat was exécuted, or rather; in which
the execution of it was negle&ed, and the inflaence
which that negle€t Had in promotinig the oppefition to
the law; which ﬁﬁal]} burft forth into an infurreiony
hasbeen ftated in Chap. VI.
That 7 government could fever be cotifidered as
eftablifhed, till its power was put to the teft by a trial
tof its mititaty force, isa fentinient tiiat has been often
:afcribed to him, and never that I heard of comtradidted;
.and that i pcrfe& correfpondence with their princi-
:ple, he even m‘n“ cabmet exprefied his fofrow that
the town of Pittfburgh had not been burned by thofé
.who tendezvoufed at Braddock’s field; that fo a trial
:of the military force of the government might have
‘been rendered the more neceffary and juftifiable, has
been affeited by authority that cannot be reafonably
.doubted. This affertion, which leaves no doubt of the
-principle from which it proceeded, perfectly coincides
with the manner in which the excife law was executed
in the weftern counties, and fully accounts for not
holding, fpecial fefiions of the court nearer the places
where the crimes were committed, after a law had been
made for that purpofe, and may alfo without any
forced indultion account for iffuing the procefles cut
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ef the diftri@t court o early in the winter. When it
was known that a law was about to be paffed to veft the
flate courts with powers for that purpofe, and alfo for
delaying the execution of the procefs, till fo long after
the ftate courts were competent to decide on the cafe,
and until the throng of harveft, which is confeflfedly
the moft inconvenient feafon in the year for farmers
to attend at a diftance of above 300 miles, and which,
from other citcum{tances, wasthe moft likely to excite
refiftance. It is worthy of remark that when the dif-
tillers of Fayette county, without delay, fent to enter
their appearance at Philadelphia, the writs were found
to be erroneous, and therefore null.  What a pity it
was, that this had not been difcovered before they had
been made the inftrument of promoting an infurrecs
tion.

If all thefe citcum{tances happened through inat-
tention, that inattention was highly culpable ; if they
were the refult of cool defign, the connection of all
the parts of the plan, and its eventual fuccefs, while
they afford a ftriking evidence of dexterity aud addrefs,
reprefent the morality of the conductor in a very
queftionable point of view. Theexertions made by
fome of his friends in the Houfe of Reprefentatives,
about the fame time, in the winter in which the irre-~
gular procefles were iffued, which in the following
harveft produced the infurrection, to have a law paffed
for raifing an army of 25,000 men, and the evident
indignation with which that plan was rejecled by a de-
cided majority of the Houfe, is well remembered.
While this meafure difcovers a perfect Correfpondence

with the general condud which led to the infurre@ion,
Ee
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the rejetion of it gave a teftimony that the Repreferts -
tatives would not employ an army without a fufficient
caufe. Theburning of Pitt{burgh, if it had happen-
ed, would have afforded an argument for fuch an army
as had been urged the preceding winter.

That when the outrages againft the excife officers
came to a violent height, the fecretary fhould report te
the Prefident on the fubje@, was to have been expedi-
ed, and that, when this report was to be publifhed in
the newspapers, as an addrefs to the citizens, to con-
vince them of the neceflity of turning out in fupport
of the government and laws, that the faGs fhould have
been reprefented with pretty high colouring, was not
at all furprifing, but that that condu& which was law-
ful fhould have been reprefented as criminal, and that
charges {hould have been infinuated againft the whole
people of the weftern counties which were not found-
ed in fa&, could not be juflified on any houeft prin-
ciple. Thefe remarks will be better underftocd when
I come to examine fome parts of the report itfelf.

How the important duties and legal arrangements

of the treafury could admit of the head of the depan-
ment to attend on the weftern expedition to its fur-
theft deftination, is no part of my enquiry. While
the Prefident was with the different wings of the army,
‘the fecretary accompanied him, and appeared to a& as
‘his aofficial fecretary. When I was at Carlifle, he
took a part in the converfations between the Prefident
and the commiffioners frotm the weftern counties, and
behaved with propriety in them ; he figned officially
the Prefident’s inftrutions to the commander in chief
of the army.
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‘When the Prefident returned to Philadelphia, the
fecretary of the treafury remained, and marched
with the right wing of the army, and on the march,
and at the different encampments, in the Weflern

"country, was extremely attentive to the wants of the
army, and was looked up to by many in it, as fomething
snore thav cven the commander in chief. The fuperb
marque, which he accupied, and which was by far
more exten{ive and elegant than that of the comman-
der in chief on that expedition, or as the cfhicers fay,
in the war with Great Britaiu, contributed to draw the
attention of the army and of the country people tohim,
as a man of more than commecn authority.

In what charafter he aflumed this fuperior flatq
and influence, or to what extent he carried his authe-
rity, I have not been informed. It is well known,
however, that orders were fometimes iffued by him,
and that he confidered no officer in the army, as be~
yond his controul, though much of this authority was
probably exercifed through the inftrumentality of
others ; {fome pretty high inftances of this were not
concealed. Itis well known, that by his own autho-
rity, he wrote a fevere reprimand for fuppofed
mifcondu@ to the commander in chief of the right
wing of the army, in confequence of which, that offi-
cer was treated in 3 manner npt becoming his rank ;
but it is of no impogtance (o trace the charalter he
gﬁ‘umed, or the authority he exercifed, in the army;
for tohim has been afcribed, by fome'in the army, the
meafure of dlfupbne that was preferved in it, and the
regularlty of the fupplxes they received:; though this,
was undoubtedly afcribing too much to him, as a nyms=
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- ber of valuable officers occupied the various ftations in
the army. There is no doubt, however, but his atten-
tion and indufiry, were of great fervice. It is the
fecretary s ccn"xeﬂlon however,with the Judlclary, that
is of the greateﬁ importance to examine. In this he
was generally taken, or perhaps miftaken to be, the
principal direétor. Td mention all the inftances of
the authority he exercifed as a civil magiftrate, would
~ lead me beyond the intended compafsof this work; a
few inftances, thall only be felected. '
The commander in chief had his quarters for fome
time at the houfe of major Pewers, between Youghio-
gany and Monongahela rivers, and the .quarters of
_the judiciary were at the next plantatlon Major Pow-
ers had not only behaved well through the whole of the
troubles, but had been zealoufly employed in endea-
vouring to reftore order from an early period, till it
was finally eﬁabh{hed He had been a member of fe-
veral meetings ‘for that purpofe, ard was one of the
committee of twelve who fettled the terms of amneﬁy
with the commiffioners at Pittfburgh, and took an ac-
tive lead in his neighbourhood, in procuringa compli~
ance with thofe terms, his fervices were ackrmwledged
while head quarters were at his houfe, and he was paid
. alarger fum than he demanded for his trouble and ex-
pences. ' :
After the judiciaryand part ofthe army had gone to
the town of Wafhington, major Powets was invited
by a polite letter, to wait on the fecretary at that placé.
. which was above thirty miles diftant. When he ar-
rived the \fecretary examined him about the condu@®
of - certain charadters, with fome of whom he was not
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gven acquainted, but particularly about the conduct of
Mr. Gallatin, at the meeting at Parkifon’s ferry, &ec.
On major Powers not anfwering to his fatisfaction, he
complamed of the difficulty of obtaining information,
and advifed maJor Powers to retire an hour, to refreth
hlS memory, in order to be re- emmmed and fpoketo
an officer prefent to condu& major Powers into ano-
ther chamber; in all this, the fecretary appeared totreat
him po]nelv, byt he was not a little furprifed when he
found himfeif thruft into a room ampng other prifon-
ers, and there confined, underthe point of the baycnet.
This he thought an odd fituation for cool recollection,
if he had needed any. At the time appointed he was ta-
ken again into the prefence of the fecretary, who afked
him if he had recolletted himfelf fo far as to give more
fatisfaQory informaticn; on bemg anfwered that he
had nothing further to rccolle& having already related
all he knew, the fecretary then fuddenly afluming
all his terrors, told major Powers that he was furprlied
at him, that having the charadter of an honeft man, he
would not tell the truth, afferting, that he had already
~ proofs fufficient of the truth of what he knew he could
‘ teftify, if he would. After fome further infulting
language and threats, major Powers was commuted
clo“e pnforer under a military guard; and though the
rro{’c unexceptxonable bail was offered for permlﬁion
to go to his {amily, it was ref ufed, and he was marched
undera military guard to Pittfburgh, and there detained
till the eighth day after he was taken into cuﬁddy. The
fecretary being gone, the judge fent for major Powers,
and when he was brought into his prefence, invited
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him politely to fit down, affuring him that he had na
charge at all againft him.

It will appearinvarious other inftances, that it was
nfual with the fecretary to affert to thofe whom he was
examining, that he was pofleffed of fufficient proofs °
already of the fats to which he endeavoured to extort
teftimony. The {pring following, major Powers wag
much difpofed to bring an aQion againft the late fe-
cretary, for the treatment he had received. lle
thought this necefary for the vindication of the go-
vernment, as well as to ohtain fatisfation to himfelf,
but finding that he would be obliged to go to New-
York to profecute, on the advice of his friends he
relinquifhed the defign,

Jobn Hamilton of Wathington is high {leriff of
that county, and calonel of a regiment of militia, inthe
Mingo-Creek feulement; thougha numter of this re-
giment were known to have had an aflive hand in the
attack on the infpeQor’s houfe, and were in faét con-
fidered as the greateft promoters of the infurreQion,
_yet he not pnly kept himpfelf free from thofe outrages,
butendeavoured, as foonashe heard of thedefign, ta
prevent the rendezvous at Braddock's field. It was he
who informed Bradford that the arms and ammunition
in the garrifon at Pittfburgh were defigned for general
Scots expedition againft the Indians, and with the
affiftance of fome others perfuaded him to counter-
.mand the orders, and procured his promife to prevent
the march. (See Chap. VIII.)

When he could not prevent the ma-ch to Brad-
‘dock’s field, he put himfelfat the head of his regiment,
and was very inftrumental in chvgnl;uw further out-
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tages from being committed. At the court that was
held for the county of Waihington, a fhort time after
the commiffioners left the country, he propofed to
take any twenty of the leading infurgents, and lodge
them in the county jail, if writs were iffued for that
purpofe, but it was not thought advifeable to iffue the
writs, until it {hould be known what meafuresthe com-
miflioners would recommend to the Prefident; and
until the inflammation would be more effetually
cooled down. The fheriff however, to give teflimeny
that he could have accomplifhed what he propofed, ex<
ecuted every writ of cap as that he had in his hands
without difficulty. He attended all the meetings for
reftoring order with a view to prevent outrages. Ilis
beinga friend to order, and living where he did,
merited higher approbation, than if he had refided
where the citizens generally were lefs difpofed to
riot.

Yetit hasbeenafferted. thatthis man wasby the pre-
determination of the fecretary of the treafury doomed to
be facrificed as an atonement; to jultify this determi=
nation by motives of humanity, the feeretary fuggefted

. that colonel Hamilton had no familyto lament his lofs ;
and as he underftood he was a man of confiderable in-

- fluence in the country, he did net dout but though
it might be difficult to find proofs againft him, he was
as guilty as any of them.

Colonel Hamilton was informedby a friend of de«
figns againft him time enough to make his efcape,
but con{cious of his innocence he preferred travelling
above thirty miles to where the judiciary then was, and
. prefenting himfelf to_Judge vPeters informed him that
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he had heard there was a charge againft him, and re=
quefted to have it gxamined. The judge faid he was
then teo much engaged, but would call on him pre-
fently ; thatday, however, paffed, till evening, when
major Lenox, the marfhal, in the moft délicate manner
he could, told kim he muft put him under guard, but
afterwards difpen‘ed with arrefting him, and only took
his promife that he would not depart till judge Peters
would converfe with him 3 but the next day the mar-
fhal informed him that he had fpecial ordersto put him
under guard, which he did accordingly, though with
evident regret: The theriff liere remarks that major
Lenox treated him with as much friendfhip and po-
litenefs as the nature of the cafe could poffibly admit,
and let me add that that officer’s politenefs is generally
well fpoken of. )
On the third day after he demandedat examination,
and the fecond after he had been put under guard, he
was fent back to Wathington town, from whence he
had come, in cuftody of a {mall party of horfe. The
judiciary having arrived at Wafhington, the fheriff
- applied to judge Peters again to have his cafe examined,
who told him he would in balf an hour, but on the
ninth dayafter he firft applied to the judge, he was fent
clofe prifoner to Pittfburgh, and from thence to Phi-
ladelphia, paraded through the fireets with an igno-
minous badge in his hat, and thrown into the cells
without his cafe having ever been examined. After
an imprifonment of near two months and a half, he
had his cafe brought before the fupreme court ona
writ of babeas corpus, and on examination nothing
being found againtt him, he wasadmitted to bail. At
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the cxrf‘ult court, held in Phxlade]plna, in June follow-
mg, a bill for mifprifon of treafon was fent to the grand
jury againft him; but every witnefs’ that was fivorn tef-
tified largeiy in kis favour. There was not evena
{ufpicious circumftanice found againft him.

Thus a man, who was at the time fheriff of the
county, and a colonel of militia, and who, in a part of
the country, and in circumftances where temporizing
inight have'been excufeable, was not only clear of
-any charge; ‘biut had merit; was feleGted by the

fecretary for a viQim, and without being examined, il-

legally wken from the exercife of an office, at that

time of importance to the peace of the country, and
dragged down to Philadeiphia in the winter, paraded
-in a barbarous manner through the itreets, thrown for
fome time into the cells, and though, after a long con-

finement admitted to bail, yet obliged toattend again at
- Pkiladelphia to ftand a trial apparently becaufe the fe-
- cretary of the treafury had determined on his deftruc-
tion. It is probable, that it was only motives of hu-
mianity that operated to prevent major Powers from
being alfo fent to Philadelphia, for he hasa wife and
family, and we are informed that the fheriff of Wafth-
ington, having nofamijly to lament afterhim, was aflign-
ed by the fecretary as one reafon why he was feleled
@s an oby.& of atcnement.

It is not eafy to aflign probable reafons for felecting
thefe two men as objelts of vengeance. They had
both been friends of order during the continuance of
: the- difturbances, though they were naturally quiet,
and never had diftinguifhed themfelves in political

~ contefts, nor taken any lead in the difcuffion of pub-
Ff
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_ lic meafures. Perhaps the principal motive for treating
"major Pcwers with fuch unjuftifiable feverity, was to
_ extort teftimony from him, and to teach others what
they might exped, if they did not give fuch teflimony
againft certain chara@ers, as the fecretary required.
As colonel Hantilton was the fheriff of the county,
and colonel of the battalion, where the infurrection
originated, his raak and the relation he ftood in to that
county, were probably the reafons of his being felec-
. ted. . _
My firft perfonal acquaintance with either Powers
or Hamiiton, was at the meetings for reftoring order,
on which occafion their condu@ was that of good
citizens, and fuch as entitled them to my efteem.
Hamilton was not a member of any of them, more
than myfelf. I was much furprifed, when I faw him
in Philadelphia gaol, but efpecially when I -found
that he had been committed without charge or exami-
nation. : ‘
‘When he was admitted to bail, hetold me he was
_about to put a ftatement of his cafe in the new{papers,
but I advifed him not to do it at that time, alleging
that with the means that were ufed to procure teftimo-
ny againft him, it was probable, that fome plaufible
chatge might be produced on the trial, and thdt as
fome others were committed without examination, who
were probably equally innocent, it was beft to publith
nothing till the final refult of the trials would beknown.
This narrative is taken from colonel Hamilton’s owg
ftatement of the cafe, and from my own knowledge.
I have fta-ed, that undue influence was ufed to pro-
cure teftimony againft certain individuals, and given an
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inftance of it in the cafe of major Powers; I will add
another inftance in relation to fheriff Hamilton.

' During the time fherif Hamilton, was waiting
to have his cafe examined, and before he was put into
clofe conﬁnement, a certain John Baldwin was under
exammatxon 'He was interrogated alternately, by fe-
cretary Hamilton, Judge Peters, the diftrict attorney,

-the infpector, and Mr. Vaughan, alight horfe man, from
Phxladelplna, the twolaft of whom treated him withthe
greateft indecorum. In the courfe of the examination,
every means were ufed to induce him to teftify againft
the {heriff. Baldwin had candidly informed them of
himfelf being one of the committee at the burnmg
of Nevil's houfe, and of the perfons conicerned in that
riot, &c. and affured them that the fheriff was not con-
cerned in the bufinefs. He was then urged to teftify
that the fheriff had notified his regiment, to affift at that
riot, &c. and when he refufed to give teitimony to that -
purpofe, becaufe it was not true, he was infulted, and
told thathe equivocated, and evaded {wearing the truth,
and was affured that by his condu@, he had forfeited
the benefit of the amnefty to which he was otherwife
intitled, andalfo his life and property, in not teftifying
to what they demanded of him (andof which, be adds,
be was confcious it was not true,) and told that he could

“only fave himfelf by giving fuch teftimony,

David Hamilton and others were tieated in much
the fame manner, in order to extort teftimony againft
fheriff Hamilton, and though no teﬁxmony could, even .

" by thefe means, be extorted, yet this innocent man was

. fubjeled tathe mfults and fufferings already rela-

ted,
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I have been informed of various cther cafes,
wherein improper methods were ufed, to influence
witneffes, but as a recital of them would fwell thefe
fheets to an improper length, I fhall decline menti-
oning them at prefent, and conclude this chapter with
an extract from Mr, Bmckenndges Ing dents, page
78.

¢ In colledting evidence agamft me, there was no

pains fpared In the examipation of witneffes, when
brought forward there was no boot nor other inftru-
ment of torture in the hands of the examiners ; but
there was certaiply every addrefs to the fears of indi-
viduals, to extraét from them an acknowledgmett of
fomething faid or done by me. Iam unwilling to mark
any thing as contrary to my ideas of propriety, but
dedarmg in all, I have feen or heard, I have nothing’
elfeto mark I take theliberty of ftating aswhat was con-
fidered by me as improper, ©#3. the fugge{hon that the
witnefles in the courfe of the examination, that the en-
joyment of the amneﬁy which they claimed, depended
on the candour with which they gave teﬁlmonyagamﬁ
others.”

~ In page 75, the fecretary lays down his pen and
jnterrupts Mr. Brackenndge, while he is pro-eeding
inhis teﬁxmonv, and fays, “I obferve one leading trait
in your account, a difpcfition to excufe the principal
alors, and before we go further, I muﬁ be candid and
~ inform you, of the delicate fituation in whichyoy ftand;
you are not within the amn:fly ; you bave not figned upan
the day ; athing we did not know, till we came on
this glound I mean the Weftern country, and though
the government may not be difpofed to: act rigorcufly
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et it has you in its” power, and it will depend on
the candour of your account, what your fate will
be.”

“ Mr. Brackenridge anfwers.  Fam not within the
amnefly, and am fenfible of the extent of the power of
the government; but were the narrativeto begin again,
I would not change a fingle word.”

Mr. Brakenridge had conduted with fuch addrefs,
ina fituation which rendered it neceffary for him to
temporize, that he knew he was in no danger from the
ufual mode of procefs, but he alfo knew, that the
~ power of the government, with which he was threate-~
ned, conveyed another idea. He had obferved, the
innocent and the guilty, indifcrimately, in many in-
flances. fubjected to unufual fufferings and infults, by
the power of government, as exercifed by the fecre-
tary. If fuch powerful addreffes were made to the
hopes and fears of Mr. Brickenridge, who from his
prefeflion was able to judge of his own fituation,
what may we not expeét was done with fuch ignorant’
people, as did not know what part of their conduét or
expreflions might be deemed criminal. It is obferva-
ble, that though the jubpana for Mr. Brackenridge,
came from judge Peters, yet the examination was con-
duced, andthe terrors, &c. difpenfed by the fecretary.
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CHAP XX

HAVI NG in the tranfaQtions already
related, introduced my own agency, as feldom as the
pature of the cafe would admit, I expelt the reader
will not be offended at finding what I did, ‘or fuffered,
brought more frequently into view in what remains of
the work, efpecially in the two fucceeding cbhapters.
I wifh ‘indeed that this part of it had been writen by
another hand, for I do not know a more difagreeable
fubject to write on, than one which involves perfonal
confiderations; yet bsing convinced that I could not
have done jufiice to the general fubjed, if I had kept
myfelf altogether out of view, I will make no further
apology, but fubmit it tothe decifion of the pub-
lic, whether there is, or is not a caufe.

When colonel Morton, Mr. Redick, and myfelf,
in the charaQler of commiflioners, waited on the
fecretary, then in company with governor Mifflin,

-
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at Bonnet’s camp, he treated me with decency, and
apparent friendihip, and when I'told him, that fome
of the juftices of the peace had commenced profecu-
tions againft offenders, before the commiffioners had
returned to Philadelphia, and that on being informed,
that the diftri& judge and .attorney were cowing up
with the army, they had been advifed to defift till they
would arrive, he approved of advifing them to defift,
and advifed us 10 requeft fome of the county judges
. tocome tothe camp, . as foon as the judge and attorney
fhould arrive, (they were with the rear of that wing)
and that fome plan would, be fettled with them, for
diftributing the profecutions. At parting I told him,
I defigned to flart for Philadelphia, in about eight or
" tendays. I gavethe fame information to General Lee
at parting.

My reafon for being particular in mentioning the
~ time, when I intended to leave the country was, that
it might not be faid, that I went outof the way to avoid
a{crutiny of my condu®, and my reafon for ftaying fo
‘long, was to give a full opportunity for it; though I
was conicious of having merited approbation, I fufpec-
. ted the fecretary was more difpofed to find fault. I
had feen his report to the Prefident, and obferved the
infidious mifreprefentations it contained. I ought to
have attended Congrefs fooner.

After both wings of thearmy had encamped in the
vicinity of Youghiogany and Monongahela rivers, two
of the judges of the court of Weftmoreland county,
general Jack, and Mr. Baird, men of very refpeQable
charaClers, waited on the fecrelary and the judge, in
order to be informed what offences would be proper
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for the ftate magiftrates to profecute, agreeably to thé
fecretary’s advicé, which I communicatéd to one bf
them ; bt initead of corifulting about the diftribu-
. tion of the prcfecutlons, as was expelled; they were
both ftrictly exammed as witnefles againft Mr. Galla-
tin and myfelf. They were urged to teflify that Mr,
Gallatin had éxpreffed himfelf in a tredfonablé manner
at the firft Parkifon’s meeting, and when they deniéd
* haviig heard any {uch expreflions, the fecretary affér-
ted that he had fufficient proofs of them already; they
however perﬁﬁed in aferting that lie ufed no futh
‘e‘:preﬁions, that thev had beehr Very aftentive to his
arguments at the meceting, and they ftated the fub-
ftancé of them, and mentioned the abilitiés he had
difplayed, and the ux1r°m1tt1ng exertions hé had made,
6n all properoZcafions, toreftore order, andtoconvince
the citizeris of the neceflity of fubmitting to the laws :
That his decifion, La!emsdndperfeverdnce, had contri-
buted more tothe reftoration of orderthati that of, peér-
haps,any otherperfon, ashe had beena member of 4ll
the meetings for that purpofe, andadted with decifion,
when feveral athersthought it prudent in many inftances
to témporize or were afraid to avow their fentiments.
In the examination refpe&m" myfelf, no fpecxfc
fal bemg alleged againft me, it was ratheran inqui-
fition held on my charaCter than an examination, and
the obje@ feemed to be, to prove me to be a bad man,
as well asa criminal.  The queflions were calculated
to procure teftimery, either thar I alone, or in con-
nedtionwith Mefsrs. Smilieand Gallatin had originated
the cppefition to the excife law, excited the infurrec-
tion, were enemnies to the government, wifhed toover-
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turn it, &c. Few men in that country could have
been found, who knew my charafer and principles,
and the fituation of the country, better than thofe he
now examined; ‘They told him that the oppofition
to excifes was brought into the country with the fet-
tlers, many of whom inherited an averfion to them
from their fathers; that it was encreafed by their fitua.
tion ; thatit was not tru= that [ had promoted the op-
Rofition. in that country ; that I had told in their
hearing before there was any ground to apprehend
an infurreCtion, that the excife law could not, nor
would not, be repealed fcon, andffigned fatisfactory.
reafons for that opinion ; thatI had faid it was my
wifh that the people would fubmit to it, that in their
doing fo. their petitions for fuch amendmentsas would
render its preflure more tolerable, would have more
weight with congrefs, and the repeal of it in due time
would the more eafily. be procured. They informed,
him alfoof the.exertions I had made, and the arguments
I had ufed, during theinfurre@ion, toreftore orderand:
promote fubmiffion.to the laws. :

When judge Baird related fome of the- arguments
which he had heard me exprefs on one or other of thefe
occafions, judge Peters was pleafed to fay, that they
were fome of the beft.he had ever heardon that fubjec,.
and thathe could freelyforgive me if I had done wrong;.
on accountof having ufed them, but fecretary Hamilton.
replied.that he wauld: never forgive me, becaufe, I
had. tald. ar. wrote: lies about him..

I am obliged.to judge Peters for hisgenerafity. 1
know the humanity. of hisnature. His difpofition tofor-

give isnatthe lefs:valuable, that I ftood inno need of its
Gg
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exertions. I fhall fay nothing further, at this titne, of the _
fecretary s objecting to forgivenefs, or the fenfibility*
evident in his manner of doing it, farther than that-
it was not the intention of the conftitution in vefting
a Prefident of the United States with authority to call

out the militia to fupport the laws, fupprefs infurre@i-’
ons, &c. nor of Congrefs in direQing the mode ‘in

whiich the militia fhould be called out, nor, 1 will add,

was it the intention of the Prefident in calling out fo

refpe@table an army, or the judge of the fupreme court

in granting the certificate required by law for that pur--
pofe, or of fo many American citizens, in making fuch

facrifices, to enable a dependant fecretary to fatiate his

unforgiving difpofition on an individual for telling or

writing lies on him, even if his affertion had not been

totally unfounded; but of this in its proper place.

In converfation with thofe gentlemen, even in
public company, he expofed himfelf to contempt,
by fpeaking of me, in a manner that difcovered a ‘total
difregard to truth, good policy, or propriety of charac-
ter. Even when he was contradited in calling me-
a bad and difhoneft man, and teltimony given of my
charater having long ftood in a very different point
of view, by thofe who were intimately acquainted with
it, and whofe veracity was unimpeachable, and when
the confidence which my neighbours and others, who

beft acquainted with me, had long repofed in-
e Wgs given as a proof of my being an honeft man,
having a confiftent chara@er, &c. he relu®antly admit-
ted the force of that evidence with refpe@ to my pri-
vate charaQer, but afferted that T was a vain man, and
adifhoneft politician, and had a very bad heart. - Mr.
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Gallatin and I had been ele®ted members of congrefs
fhortly before this, and he cenfured the people feverely
for eleQing us, and added that they would never do
well, nor have any thing done properly for them,
while they were reprefented by fuch men. He ex-
prefled much furprife and indignation, at their repo-
fingfo much confidence in foreigners, that Gallatinand
I were both foreigners and therefore not to be trufted.
When it was anfwered, that I had been in the coun-
try from my youth, &c. and that Mr. Gallatin ‘had
come into it very young, and had been a citizen a
competent length of time, ta be legally qualified for
the truft, that we were both f:nfible men, aud had a
fufficient ftake in the country, to fecure our intereft,
he perfifted in faying, that we were bad hearted men
and difthoneft pohtxcmns, and that I particularly had
~told lies on him, in a pamphlet, entitled, ‘¢ Thirteen
letters, by a citizen,” of which he '\chrted I was the
author. He reproved them, for not coming to cen-
grefs themfelves, alleging that though we might as
they had fuggefted, have more knowledge of public
bufinefs, yet we were dithone{t and dangerous politi-
cians.

- He nodoubt difcovered what was true, that the
two judges were folid, fenfible men, of refpeQable
charafler, and well acquainted with public bufinefs;
but how could he avojd difcovering that they and I
~ held the fame political principles, and that if T had
~ not held the political principles which I did,'I would
not_have been the obje® of their choice. He knew
that though . they difapproved of the excife law in
principle, yet they had done every thing which their
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duty as citizens and public officers'required of them,
in fupporting the execution, both of the federal -excife
law, and the excife of the fate, during its continuance.
He knew from evidences examined, prior to them,
even under circumflances very unfavourable to im-
partial teftimony, that I had not at any time done,
nor faid, any thing to promote oppofition ‘to the exe-
cution of thelaw. He knew by their teftimony, that
my language and condu& was favourable to fubmiffion
to the law, before there was any apprehenfion of an
infurre@ion, and that I had made every exertion in
my power, to imprels the people that were inflamed
againft the law, with a refped for the government,
and a difpofitionto fupport the laws without exception,
and that in doing this, they themfelves, and I myfelf,
had an intimate correfpondence, and were in perfe&t
confidence, and that we were equally objets of refent-
ment for foms time to the ignorant and obftinate op-
pofers of the laws. e might alfo have eafily known
that feveral of thofe perfons to whom he declaimed
againft me as a foreigner, had themfelves come into
the country fince I did.

The blunders even of wife men are fometimes
aftonithing. 'However, I believe, we are not warran-
ted in giving the appellation of wifdom to fuch perfons,
as are deftitute of honour and virtue, let their ftation
be ever fo high, their talents e¥er fo brilliant, or their
influence ever fo powerful. The reader will be able
to judge for himfelf, how far the fecretary’s conduc
was directed by witdom, or governed by the principles
‘of honour and virtue, on a review of thofe fafts and
others, 'that will be hereafter refated.
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To thofe whoknow the fecretary’s own hiftory, his
objecting to a man for being a foreigner, whohas been
thirty three years in the ftate of Pennfylvania, near
thirty years of that time a head of a family and
citizen, who contributed all in his power in accom-
pl.ﬂnng the revolution, both by his fervices in the
provifional government, by cominittees, when the
eftablithed government was abolifhed, and in the
army on the moft trying occafions, and who fince the
revolution has been almoft conftantly employed euher
in the public councils of the flaie or of the federal
government ; I fay for fecretary Hamilton to object
to fuch aman as a foreigner, muft be aftonithing to
thofe who have any knowledge of his own hiftory ;
Nor will it perhaps be lefs furprifing to thofe who are
able to trace his condudl, to hear of his illiberality, in
affuming to judge the badnefs of another perfon’s
heart, with whofe charadter and conduét he was fo
little acquainted.

Various other inflances are known of his endea-
vouring, by improper influence, to-procure teftimony
againftMefIrs. Smilie, Gallatin, and myfelf, but it isnet
my obje&t to fwell the book with numerous details ;
a few well attefted fa@ts are fufficient to my purpofe,

When the fecretary was on his return, while he
lodged in-the houfe of captain R. Dicky, within a few
miles. of my refidence, (I was then in Philadelphia,)
after enquiring if I did nat live near, he {poke of
my chara@er in his ufual nranner, and abufed the
people for fending me to Congrefs, adding that I was
the puncapal prometer of the infurreftion, &c. &c.

Captain Dicky vindicated my charaiter, and informed
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him of my general condu® and charaQer,asa friend
to order, and of my exertionsduring the infurreion,
&c. He had been acquainted with me longbeforeeither
heor I lived in the weftern country, and therefore
fpoke of my general charalter with confidence. The
fecretary, full of refentment at hearing me advocated,
exclaimed that I was a bad man, and that it was in
vain to vindicate me, becaufe hehad the proofs of my
guilt in his pocket. Captain Dicky alleged that this
was not poffible, but the fecretary perfevered in affer-
ting it to be true, and afked Dicky if he had read
- "the thirteen letters. Upon his anfwering in the af-
firmative, the fecretary fwore that he bélieved there
was not an old woman in the country but what had
read them, that they contained lies on him, and were
written by me. Dicky offended at the fecretary’s fcur-
rility againft me, told him he had read them and believ-
ed the falls they contained ; and would believe them
till they were proved not to be true, let who would
have written them. Captain Dicky himfelf had been
oneof the delegates of that townfhip, at the Parkifon
and Redftone meetings, from whence he was fent as
one of the committee to the commiffioners at thtf—
burgh. :

General White, whofe treatment of the prifoners
I have already taken notice of, abufed my charalerin
all companies, and told the moft manifeft falfehoods
with refpet to my condu&, when at Carlifle with the
Prefident, and when he was told that his affertions
were not true, he gave fecretary Hamilton for his au-
thor,. faying that the fecretary was prefent at the
interviews with the Prefident. I will juft mention a
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few inftances of his condu in this refped, of which
I have the moft authentic vouchers. :
*  Attable in the houfe of Mr: Kirkpatrick in Greenf-
burgh, he told in a numerous company, that I had in-
fifted on the Prefident to fend an army into the coun-’
try, and that the Prefident had anfwered, by faying,
“ Mr. Findley you have raifed the devil, and you may
lay him again yourfelf.” On this major Dunham, who
was prefent, remarked, * That, fir, is very unlike the
Prefident.” The Reverend Mr. Powers had been al-
leging that his reprefentations of my condu@® were not
probable, when general White appealed to the Prefi-
dent’s treatment of me, inconfirmation of what he
faid. While he remained-in the fame family, and was
as ufual declaiming againft me, he afferted that I had
abufed the charalters of the whole people in ‘the wef-
tern counties to the Prefident, in order to convince
him of the neceflity of fending an army againft them,
and that the Prefident anfwered me by faying, '* Mr.
Findley you have raifed the devil, "but you cannot lay-
him again, or you may lay him again yourfelf,” and that
I replied, that the people in my neighbourhood were
of the moft implacable and ungovernable difpofition,
&c. &c. Mr. Kirkpatrick the owner of the houfe:
objeCled to this " affertion, declaring that he had been
acquainted with me many years fo well, that he knew
that this was not my manner of {peaking, nor a con-
du& fuited to my character, that I did not exprefs
myfelf in the manner which he had defcribed on any
occafion ; that general White being now acquainted
with the country muft know that'the people were not
fuch asto anfwer this defcription, and that it was .
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highly improbable that I would give a charaier of
them that they did not deferve. General White an-
fwered that ¥ was a damned old hypocrite, and that he
had made a. point of telling the above wherever he:
Game, and faid I deferved no credit or popularity, and
he wasdetermined I fhquld have none. ,
. In the-fame family in the hearing of Hugh Rofs,
Efquire, andothers, he aflerted that F told the Prefident
that the people in the weftern. counties. were perverfe
and inimical to all good government, beyond concep~
tiom,. and fo abandoned, as that no charaQer, however
influential, could reftrain or perfuade them, and obfer-
ved that it would have been well, if the people
had known of my having ufed that converfation. before
the eleQion, as in thatcafe they would not haveconfided
in fuch a perfonas I was.

At the houfe of William. Todd, Efquire, where he
lodged, he enquired if I lived near ; being anfwered.
that I did, but was gone to Congrefs ; he faid they
might as well fend nobody, that I did not reprefent
the people at all. Being toldby M. Baldridge (whefe
father-in-law, Mr. Todd wasthen attendingin the fate.
Senate ). that the. people there knew better, and that he
could nat take a readier way to infult their feelings,
than to f&y fo ; he replied that I would not be heard in,
" Congrefs, &c. He added, that ifithad not been fog

my reprefentation of the people to the Prefident, he
would not have fent the army among them at all ;. tha,
being afked by the Prefident, what fort of people the.
inhabitants of the weftern counties were, I anfiwered.
they were the worft, and moft. hardened peopla en
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earth, and that ari army was abfoluteily receffary to
reduce them to order.

Being afked if he liad heard me fzy fo, he faid he
had not, but had it from Mr. Hamilton, the fecre-
tary of the treafury, who heard it ftom my own mouth,
and faid that the fecretary told him fruther that the
Prefident afked me if I thought that any thing lefs
than fending the army would do 1o pacify the minds
of the people, andthatIrepliedthat nothinglefswould
do. When Mr. Baldridge, to convince him how little
credit could be given to his affertions, informed him
how far my conduc had always been the reverfe of his
ftatement of it, what great exertions 1 had ‘made
to preferve and reftore order, and how well I ftood
with my neighbours ; he afferted or fwore, that if it
had not been for Findley, Smilie, and Gallatin, there
would have been no infurre®ion, and much more to
the fame purpofe, here and elfewhere avowing it to
be his objet to render us unpopular, and giving the
fecretary for the author of the fcandal and falfehood
which he uttered againft us. Indeed in the houfe of
reprefentatives of the ftate in the winter of 1794, a
mifreprefentation of what I had faid to the Frefident
at Carlifle was made by a vety refpectable member,
who had been witnithe army, and who pointed to the
fecretary, as'his author, in a manner eafily enougli un«
derftood, though ‘'he was not named. I fent a true
flatement of it in writing to Mr. Gallatin, who’
corre@ted the mifreprefentation on the floor of the
loufe, and inferted my ftatement in hisprinted fpeech.
" Ifthe Prefident’s manner of converfing had been'

as well known to thofe with whom General White
Hh



250 HISTORY OF THE

communicated, as it appears it was to major Dunham,
thofe ailerticns would not have gained any credit.
Or if general Whiie's true charafter had been known
to the people, l.tle refpect would have been paid to
his fiories. Indeed his manners were fuch as to pre-
ven coniidence in his reprefentations, if he had not
given the fecretary for his author, but finding that.
even with that aid he was not credited where I was
perfonally known, I paid ‘no refpeét to his affertions
until I found the falfehoods were not only circulated
among people in the weftern country, who knew me
ouiy by name, but alfo through other flates. Though
few, even of thofe, believed him at the time, yet
being fupported by the authority of the fecretary’s
name, and my taking mo pains to contradit his affer-
tious, mor to enable my friendsto do it, gave them a
currency which they conld not otherwife have procu-
red, and determined me at laft to take notice of them
in this place. I had indeed determined to have treated
any thing coming from general White with, that filent
contempt with which I ufually treat every thing
which comes from a man of his charaéter and manners.
However, knowing that time is favourable to truth, I
have not been bafty in defending my own caufe.
This is the firft attempt I have made to vindicate my
chara&er, and I do not do it by affertions. I have
ftated the whole correfpcndence, which Mr. Redick
and myfelf had with the Prefident at Carlifle. _
It is obfervable that Mr.’ Redick and- myfelf per-
fectly coincided in fentiments and condudt in conver-
fing with the Prefident, yet nothing has been aflerted
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againft him ; the reafon of the difcrimination however
is pretty obvious.

In our interview with the Prefident, it will .ap-
pear that he treated us with that decency and polite-
nefs, which was fuitable to the chara&er he has'always
fuflained, and agreeably to the diQtates of a policy dic-
tated by a proper attention to the occafion and cir-
cumilances.

It will likewife appear that whilewe acted the part
of honeft men, in acknowledgingthe agitation that had
prevailed, and the outrages that had been ccmmitted,
which indeed would pot only have been uncandid, but
foolifh to heve denied, (ps the truth was already
known,) we at the fame time reprefented that the
majority of the people in the weftern counties had al-
ways been well difpofed, and ftated the circumftances,
and explained the reafons, that prevented the well dif-
pofed people from being fuccefsful in their exertions
to reftore order foongr, and why the number of thofe
who figned the amnefty, was not as great as could
have been wifhed.

It wili appear likewife that we affured the Prefi-
dent that the weil known outcries againft the ftate
courts, wages, lalaries, &c. the infults offered to judges
and other, refpeQable citizens, the threats of burning,
&c. &c. which made fo much noife abroad, and kept the
well difpofed peoplein fome plages in fear, for atime,
was pringipally conduiled by an ignorantand obftinate
slafs of people, who had little characler or properiy to
lofe. ‘L’hat this circumilance had convinced the ci-
tizens-generally of the neceflity of exerting themfelves
in fuBPOft of the.laws, and conyinced them that the.g
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@wn peice and fecurity depended on the due execus
tion of them : And we gave it as our.opinion, that-this
cirgumflance alone afforded to government ground of
more unequivecal confidence than fubfcribing any for-
mal affurances, or thancouldeven be expefled from the
march of an army into the country. We alfo obfer-
ved to him that judges and other refpeQable citizens
in the weftern counties, who had given their opinion
to the commiffioners that an army was neceflary, bad
feen fufficient reafon to change their mind, and men-
tioned a Jetter from prefident Addifon, and the
unanimous refolution of the laft Parkifon meeting,
to prove this change of fentiment. In fhort, it will
.appear on reading the cprrefpondence, thatwe from
.our own knowledge gave it as our opinion unequi~
vocally, that the laws could be executed and atone-
.ments made in all the four counties, that with refpe@
to the fettlements near Parkifon’s Ferry where we had
not perfonal knowledge, and ajout which we were
more firily examined, we gave our opinion on the
affurances received from others, whom we efteemed
worthy of credit. So far were we from afligning the
weli known folly and obftinacy of a few ignorant pea.
ple,and their infulting the ftate magiftrates, or the
defign againit the “court of Weftmoreland, &c. that
had been difcovered and .prevented, as a caufe why
an army fhould be fent into the country, that we made
ufe of thefe circumflances as the ftrongeft ground of
affurance that the march of an army wak not neceflary,
becaufe thefe circumftances made it the people’s own
intereft to preferve the peace of the country, and
efeQually convinced them, that if they permitted
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even a-bad law to be oppofed, or obnoxious officers tq
be abufed, théy eventually deftroyed the beft fecurity
for their own liberty and property, and we fuggefted
that a fufficient teft had been given as foon as could
have been reafonably expected, all things confidered,
that the citizens were able and willing to preferve or-
der and punifh offenders, and that fuch offenders as
bad not figned the amnefty in time were too few ia
number, and too infignificant in charater, to be pro-
per objeCts for the firong hand of government, and that
even thefe would have time enough to efcape befoxe
the army could arrive. SR
Thefe circumfiances indeed, on werghmg them ma-
turely, in eur own minds, were conclufive with our-
felves, and from our own cenviction, we ftated them
with candour and confidence to the Prefident. Hence
it is evident that that heat and inflammation, which
]Sroducéd alarming diforders for a time in the weftern
country, and occafioned -fo much anxiety of mind to
the citizens, was fo far from being ufed by us as an
argument in favour of fending an army, that it was
heneftly applied as the ‘moft conclufive argument
againft it. It is alfo evident that thefe diforders were
ftated to be few in number, ard to have prevailed in
but a few places, and condufed by fuch as could have
but little influence in fettled times. By examining
the eleventh chapter, which defcribes the ftate of the
country at and after the time of figning the amnefty,
and the fourteenth chapter, which contains the infor-
" mation given by Mr. Redick and myfelf to the Pre-
fident "at Carlifle, it will be feen whether or riot we
underftood the fate of the country, and whether we
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gave a candid account of it. It will alfo be eafily
Gifcerned that all the information we gave was calcu-
lated to convince the Prefident, that the march of the
army was not neceflary for the purpofe of pracuring
fubmiffion to the laws, and would not be fuccefsful in
obtaining the proper fubjes for making atonement.

To thofe, who are acquain:ed with general White’s
chara@ter, and with mine, no apology wil] be neceliary
for entering ‘no further into a-conteft with him, than
merely by ftating falls to enable the citizens to judge
for themfelves, what credit ought ta be given to his,
affertions. I have always been bhappy in having tew
enemies in private life, and confider it as a confoling
refleQtion in my advanced age, that I have never had
a quarrel with a neighbour. However, if it is my lot to
have enemies, though I may regret the circumfiance,
yet my regret will be the lefs if I have given no juft
caufe of offence, and if my enemies are fuch men, as
are neither refpeQable for the morality of their princi-
ples, or thedecency of their manners. Itwould give
me fenfible pain to know that any conduci of mine
had given caufe of offenge toa goed man,

Numerous other ftories have been circulated as
from fecretary Hamilton and hit friend general White,
which as I have never taken pains to obtain vouchers
to prove, I fhail pafs over in filence. The ftory,
however, - of the laiter infultivg me at Carlifle was not
true. I have ngver yet {feen him, fo as to be able to
diftinguifh him from another man. I was informed,
however, of his obferving me, and fpeaking of me
when I was put of hearing, in fuch language as was
fuitable to hjs charaler ; for though I do not know his

|
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perfon, I have not been fo little converfant with the
officers of the late army, and thecitizens of New-Jerfey,
as to be unacquainted with his fame. I need fcarcely
be at the pains to deny that I went on roy knees to the
Prefident to befeech him to fend forward the army,
for though this has been circulated to a very great dif-
tance on the authority of general White, I prefume
few fenfible people gave credit to it, and the corref-
pondence with the Prefident, here publifhed, is a full
refutation of it. I will juft add that the report in the
eaftern counties, that my fon was concerned in the
riot on Webfter, the colleCtor of excife, was abfolutely
falfe, yet this was afferted with fuch confidence through
Pennfylvania, that even my friends for fome time ad-
mitted it to be true, but fuppofed it to have been
without my knowledge.
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CHAP XX

A F T ER having given fofullaview
of the infurre@tion, and the meafures conne@ed with
it, and of the influential fecretary’s virulence againft
myfelf and others, I beg leave to call the reader’s at-
tention to a concife relation of my own condud, re-
fpeting the excife law ; it will, however, be neceffary
to preface this with an account of my conductand prin-
ciples refpecting the federal government generally.
Under the confederation I always contributed what I
could to have the requifitions of the old Congrefs car-
ried into effet ; but after the fatigues and rifks of the
war were over, I ardently wifhed to have a more efhi-
cient general government, and in the ftate legiflature
contributed to the revifion of the confederation, by
voting for delegates to the general convention. When
the federal conftitution became a fubje of difcuffion,
and was {ubmitted to the {tate conventions by Congrefs,
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T bad feveral exceptions to it, and wifhed amendments
to the inftrument to be recommended, and an adjourn-
ment previous to ratification. I was the more folicit-
ous to obtain the laft, on account of fome circumf{tances
of irritation that were unfriendly to cool difcoffien at
the time ; but both were refufed. However, when I
obferved that moft of the other ftates took fufficient
time to deliberate before they called their conventions,
and that the conventions of the other ftates very ge-
nerally recommended amendments to the confiderati-
on and adoption of the firft Congrefs, which was to
meet under the government, I became convinced, that
delaying inerder to call anether general convention,
in the then ftate of things, would be highly inconve-
nient, and approved of the putting the government in
operation. My fentiments were well known to my
friends, and it is alfo well known tha¢ no oppofition
was made to putting the government imnto operation
n any part of the weftern counties, nor werethere any
heats or difturbance on account of it.

I indeed, on cool reflection, became convinced,
that fome of my objeQions to it were not well found-
ed, and the firft Congrefs having early recommended
{ome of the amendments I wifhed, and which have
been fince ratified, gave confidence that other amend-
ments might be attained, when they became neceffary.
I indeed embraced the government as my own and my
childrens inheritance, for though I knew it had fome
defels partly arifing from indifpenfible caufes, yet I
believed it to be capable of being well adminiftered,
and on the whole, the beft government in. the world.

Ii ‘
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Though from miflaken party fpleen, myfelf and
others who afled the part I did, have been called Anti-
federaliils, as a name of reproach, yetI do, and always
did, treat the appellation with contempt. If we erred,
it was from an excefs of zeal for federalifm, and a jea-
loufy leait the federal republican principles of the go-
vernment were not fufhiciently guarded, and in this -
we agreed with the majority of the citizens of the Uni-
ted States, who recommended, with the firft Congrefs,
who adopted, and with the legiflatures who ratified the
amendments. I never have been found among thofe,
who oppofed or embarraffed the meafures of a govern-
ment. Though I knew and acknowledged that the firft
conflitution of Pennfylvania had defets, and affifted
afterwards in revifing it, yet I never was found among
thofe who combined to embarrafs the meafures of that
government, but contributed all in my power to {up-
port its operations and prevent its perverfion.

I, in common with other citizens, was attentive to
the operations of the federal government in its outfet,
and though I was pleafed with many things done by it,
yet before it had been two years in operation, I was
furprized to obferve fo much of the legiflative bufinefs
referred to the heads of newly ereGed departments,
and efpecially at the originating revenue fyftems being
referred to the head of an executive department. This
influential power being fpecifically vefted in the Houfe :-
of Reprefentatives, and of an untransferable nature,.
the transfering it to an executive officer feemed the
more extraordinary. Indeed, people generally were
furprifed to obferve, not only petitions, but the moft.
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important legiflative bufinefs, referred to one or other
of the fecretaries. .
Being eleted a member of the fecond Congrefs,
I took my feat with a determination to oppofe the re-
ference of legiflative bufinefs to executive officers,
otherwife than to call for fuch information as they in
their official capacity might be able to give. A num-
ber of members who had acquiefced in this prafice in
‘the beginning, became convinced of the impropriety
of it and oppofed it in the fecond Congrefs. My
oppofiticn to it did not arife from any perfonal aver-
fion tothe fecretaries to whom the bufinefs was refer-
red, but folely from an opinion, that it was unconiti-
tutional and improper, and that i was really opprefiive
to the officers themfelves, efpecially to the fecretary of
the treafury, to whom the criginating of all matters,
refpe@ing revenue, were referred. 1 had recently
feen a ftriking inftance in Penn{ylvania of the bad ef-
feCls, both to the public and the officer, refulting from
transferring a muitiplicity of bufinefs to an executive
officer, and was fenfiblethatthefe references prevented
the houfe {rom poflefling {fo much information within
itfelf, as if the meafures originated with committees,
and that it laid a foundation for an in and out of door
influence, to combine through a'fecretary as a ceater
of con2ection, which might biafs the deliberaiions of
the houfe, and which could not fo eafily influence a
committee of fifteen members, chofen from each fate;
and that fuch committee would have lefs inducemeuts
to report the ftate of the revenues in an impofing man-
ner, or to conceal at any time their real fituation. [
had no apprehenlion, however, that the fecretary of
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the treafury would take umbrage at the houfe refum-
ing the exercife of its own powers, until I was infor-
med, that he was highly offended at the firft oppofition
that was made to a reference of revenue bufinefs to
him to originate, and threatened, that if this was refu-
fed, he would refign his office. Though I exerted my-
felf in that oppofition, yet I was not alone: it was fup-
ported by a2 number of the moft diftinguifhed federa-
lifts and experienced politicians in rhe houfe, and when
the queition was taken, it was loft by a very fmall ma-
jority.  On this occafion, not only the fecretary him- -
felf was alarmed, but thofe that attached themfelves to
his intereft out of doors were much agitated. A few
days after the vote, I heard a refpeQable revenue offi-
¢er in a public company fay, that afet of d—d fellows:
in Congrefs had attempted to take the originating of
revenue meafures out of the hands of the fecretary,
and that if they fucceeded, all confidence would be loft,
and that certificates had fallenconfiderably in two days,
in confequence of the attempt. This agitation with a
certain defcription of people out of doors, and the
extreme anxiety difcovered by his friends in the houfe,
tofupportthefecretary’s originatinginfluence, changed
my fears, that this undue conneion of legiflative and
- executive bufinefs wduld at fome period produce an
undue combination of intereft, into real fufpicions,
that it had already produced this effect.

" However, though the oppofition to minifterial ori-
ginating of revenue fyftems, was fupported by a large
minority, it did not fucceed in the fecond Congrefs,
nor indeed 'in the third, without difficulty and delay,
and when a committee of ways and means was appoint-
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ed, inan advanced ftage of the feflion, which fat in
the winter and {pring of 1794, a majority of the com-
mittee were fo attached to their ufual mode of propo-
fing revenue meafures, that a fub-committee, cho~
fen out of the committee of ways and means, imme-
diately referred the bufinefs to the fecretery. In this
way, the taxes on loaf fugar, fnuff, &c. were origina-
ted. Itisknown, that duringthe next {effion, the fe~
cretary refigned, and that before he withdrew, he re-
ported to the houfe a plan for new medifying the re-
venue {yflem, in fuch a manner as to put the difpofal
or arrangement of the revenue meafures, as much as
poflible, out of the power of future ioufes of Repre-
fentatives. This report was introduced, without being
called for by the houfe. In the prefent Congrefs, no
oppofition has been made tothe appointmentofa com-
mittee of ways and means,.nor has the bufinefs been
referred by it to the fecretary of the treafury. Though
this flatement may feem unconnected with the infur-
rection, yet it leads to the probable fource of the fe-
cretary s refentments againlt ie, as well as again{t Smi-
lie and Gallatin, who are of the fame {entiments with
me, refpecting thofe meafures, and as general White,
who appears to have been only the infirument of the
fecretary’s vengeance, acknowledged, when he was
deteCted in aflerting falfehoods againlt me, for which
he gavethe fecretary as author, that his objet was to
deftroythe people’s confidence inme ; it goes far to con-
firm the apprehenfion, that political party fpleen in-
fluenced the fecretary’s conduét in the weftern expedi-
tion. On what other ground, could the fecretary ex-
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prefs fo much refentiment againit the people for electing
us to Congrefs.

Though an unqualified power o( levying excifes
was vefted in Congrefs, yet an expetation that that
power would never be exercifed but in cafes of the
laft neceflity, which had been indufirioufly inculcated
by the moft influential advocates of the government,
and fondly believed by all, had a tendency to filence
objections to the government going into operation ; but
when in the fecond feflion of the firflt congrefs, the
fecrerary of the treafun of his own motion originated
an excife bill, and laid it before Congrefs, (which how-
everthe houfe of Reprefemam es laid afideat the time)
the alarm given by the appearance of an excife law
in fo earlya flage of the operations of the govern:uent,
and its apparent rejection, 'gavq fuch alternate emotions
of grief and joy in the flate of Pennfylvania, as is
more eafily imagined than defcribed. This circum-
ftance enabled the houfe of Reprefcntames, in the
flate Legiflature, to be fo unanimous in requefting the
+ fenate of Congrels to reject the excife bill, in which
bufinefs the city membeis took alead (See Chap III )

When the excife law was enaded, I was ﬁncerely
grieved at the intredu@ion of an excife f) flem, with
all its oaths and officers, and the unavoidable i inequa-
lity of its prefiure. I was alfo apprehenfive that it
might put thevigilance and energy of our new borngo-
~vernment premature]y to too fevere a teft, and abate
that confidence in it with which it was fo generally
embraced at iis outfet, and which was fo neceffary for
its fupport, until it derived {trength from age and
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habits of fubmiffion. 1 refleCted that the execution
of this law might have obftacles thrown in its way in
all places, but efpecially where it would be peculiarly
oppreflive and confequently moft obnoxious. I re-
flected that to fecure a prompt fubmiffion to the opera-
tions of this law, the aid of a judiciaryand proper ex-
ecutive officers fhould bz extended fo as to corref-
pond with and fupport the oflicers in the execution of
the law, and protet the citizens who might be, or who
fuppofed they were, opprefled by them. The waut of
this in the federal government, I thought augured ill
to the prompt execution of a law, the operation of
which was found difficult to carry into effeét in the
beft eftablifhed, and molt energetic, governments.

Butdid I then, as the fecretary and many of his
friends have malicioufly afferted, fet about to promote
oppofitiontoit? No ; my conduct was the very re-
verfe of this.

In June 1731, the operation of the excife was.
to commence, butin the weftern counties, and I pre-
fume in many other diftricls in the union, offices were
not provided for the entering of ftills, and the law on:
experiment proved to be in fo great a meafure im-
practicable, that a revifion of it was immediately found
to be neceflary. An advertifement was publifhed,
inviting the citizens of the weftern counties to meet
at Redftone old Fort, to confider and give advice how
~ they fhould proceed with refpect to the excife law ; on
hearing of the intended meeting, refle®ing on the
chagrin which prevailed in the minds of the people
on account of the fo unexpefled introdu@ion of a
fyftem which they fomuch abhorred, and knowing.
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the violent oppofition that bad been given ‘to the ex-
ecution of the flate excife law in fome parts of the
eountry, I was confiderably alarmed, left that if only
fuch pecple attended the meeting, that were moft
violently oppofed to the excife law, eafures unfa-
vourable to the peace of the country might be promo-
ted. Therefore, though no correfpondence had taken
place between thofe who promoted the meeting, and the
people of the county in which I vefide, I determined
to attend it, and to take fome difcreet men with me. T
never yet knewwho fir(t promoted the meeting, but the
defign was lawful and proper, it wasto condu@ meafures
for petitioning Congrefs in order to quiet the minds of
the people. Three men accompanied meto the. meeting,
viz. John Moore, then judge of the courtof Weftmore-
land, colonel John Shields and captain Samuel Man-
head. I mention theirnames, hecaufe they have always
heen refpeclable for theirlove of order, and for fupper-
ting the government and the laws. It being the har-
veft feafon, the meeting was not numerous, there were
few from a great difiance; and no kind of diforders
were attempted.  After the meeting was opened, and
the hardfhips, that would refult from the excife law,
‘explained in fome addrefles to the chair, I obferved,
that though the principles of  the excife law, and the
Jocal oppreflive effeis it would ‘have on the weftern
counties, were developed, yet the conflitutional power
of Congrefs to levy it was not fufficiently explained.
This induced me to addrefs the chair in-a difcourfe of
forae length, in which I firft afferted and explained the
conftitutional authority of Congrefs to levy excifes,
_and faid, that they themfelves had acknowledged that
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tight, by adopting the government, eleing repre-

fentatives to it, and having the flate officers fwornto = = -

fupport it. I next proceeded to fhew. the bad effefls
of violent oppofition to it, and erideavoured to con-
vince them, that the only choice they had, was either
to pay the tax, or otherwife to refraifi from ftilling, and
fuggefted that to refrain from flilling altogether, - was
4 much mote tolerable evil than any mode of aCtual
oppofition, and that in {h€é mean time, it was their duty
to lay their grievances before Congrefs by petition,
but that as petitioning itfelf was an acknowledgment
of the authority of goverhment, in the cafe refpe&ing
which they -addrefled it, petitionirig was therefore in~ -
confiftent with oppofition. I concluded by pointingout
the evils in the excife law and the hardfhips pec_uliaf
to their local fituation, to which their petitions thould
iappl'y,’ and took particular care fiot to ifivite tliem to
éxpedl an immediate repeal,’ but eticouraged them to
look for relief to be obtained by a revifion of -it, as I
knew it could never be executed till it was revifed, and
informed them, that in its prefent flate, it wa$ imprac+
ticable. .
1 appeared to be heard with attention, at leaft there
was no appearance of the contrary. I was informed
however, when I fat down, that one man- during the
early part of the difcourfe, gowly lifted up his-flaffto a-
ftriking pofition, and the obferver was piepared to pre-
vent the ftroke, by feizing the ftaff, but when I came
to point out the grounds to which the petitions fhould -
apply, the flaff was let déwn again, without being ex-
ercifed. I expected a petition had been- prepared to .
be affered at the meeting, but it was not. - (See chap,
'>‘. ;‘:K_k, A L A .
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IIL.) No argument was offered in my hearing, nor ob-
fervation made that was calculated to encourage riotous
oppofition to the law. '

This was the only popular meeting, either refpe@-
ing the excife or any other law, that ever I attended
or addrefled in the weftern counties, until after the in-
furretion took place, and I did nothing in the meetmg
except making the difcourfe I have mentioned; my
avowed intention of attending#it, was to pay the wages
of the militia, that had ferved on general Harmer's
campaign, many of whom refided in that part of the
country, and attended at the meeting.

In zbout two weeks after this meeting, I had to
attend a feffion of Affembly at Phlladelpha, and did
not return till the week before the ele@ion, at whick
T was chofen to reprefent the flate in the fecond Con-
grefs At the county courts, which fat the week prece-
ding the week of the eleftion, there appeared a pub
lication jn the Pittfburgh gazette, chasging me with
being one of the authors and promoters of excifes; it
was alfo fent to the ele@ién diftrids. There was no
time left for me toreply toit, if Ihad been fo difpo-
fed; it did not however prevent my being eleQed by
a large majority, though it no doubt made that majority
lefs.  The candidate oppofed to me, wasa member of
the Pittfburgh meeting, which in 1791, prepared a pe-
tition to Congrefs refpecting the excife law, and pub-
lithed fome indifcreet refolutions againft feveral othes
meafures of government. (See chapter II.) The
perfon who was the candidate oppofed to me at the
eleftion, bad been a uniform federalift and ixever that
I knew of difcovered any difapprobation of the excife
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law, before he was a member of the Pittfburgh meeting.
I cenfured the refolutionsfreely, bothto the gentleman
to whom I havealluded,andto fuch other membersofthat
meeting as hadan opportunity of feeing. Iwasathome,
whenthe meetingwas heldat Pittfburgh, in Auguft 1792,
and was requefted by general Wilkin of Pittfburgh to
be at Pittfburgh, at the timeof it, not as a member,
but to have an opportunity of giving my advice agamﬁ:
intemperate refolutions, if any fuch fhould be offered.
I declined attending and gave him fuch reafons.for
doing fo, as fatisfied him afterwards, if mnot at the
time. I had always thought it improper fora meetmg
convened for the exprefs purpofe of preparipg a peti-
tion or memorial to government, to avail themfelves
of that opportunity to genfure the meafures of govern-
‘ment. My fentiments on this®fubje@ were well known
to my friends. Mr. Brackenridge in page 22, and -
fome other places, of his incidents, feemsto overratethe
unPopulanty that was attached to perfons who gdvoca?
‘ted fubmiffion ta the execution of the excife law; it
was not made a teft of charaQer, to my knowledge, to
‘the degree he mentions. I knew of no men preferred
at elections, for the flate legiflature, or any other pur-
pofe, for oppoﬁng it, either by word or deed, at the
eleCtions in which I was concerned, The moft popu-
lar ofhicial charadters in Wefimoreland county, judges
" and others, were known tp be in favour of the execu-
tion of it. In Fayette county, James Findley was
known to be an advocate for fubmiffion to the excife
tax, yet he was an affociate judge, a fenator and again a
‘iudge, as it fuited his conveniency; few inde'cd, how-

®
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ever, advocated the pnncrplcs of the law 1tfelf and
that will always be the cafe; but many ufed arguments
in abatement of the hardihips arifing from its operati-
on. However, I do not drfpute the truth of Mr.
Brackenridge’s remarks, with rcfpeé’t to what fell under
his own obfervanon, and his book for the moft Part,
treats only of fuch thmgs, as dld fall under hrs imme-
dlate obfervatron

The’ mfpe&or s houfe, with the attackon which the
infurre@ion commcncea, is faid to be about eight

- miles fouth weft ‘of Pittfburgh. I live above forty

.

‘miles north eaft of it, confequently, near fifty miles

diftant. I never have been in the part of the country
where it lays, nor had I ever been in the fettlement,

where the infurre@ion is belleved to have originated,
‘until laft fummer, that hav;ng orcaﬁqn to go to Wath-

ington, Itooktheroad which paffes through Mmgo Creek

- fettlement, when I planned to lodge a night at the

houfe where general Whrtegave fuch a difplay of his

total want of the feelings of humanity.” I was a per-

fe@ ftranger to the road and to the inhabitants. I had
heard indeed of a number of decent refpe&ab]e peo—

~ ple lrvmg in that fetlement, and I being fo much in

pubhc Tife, they had no doubt heard of me, but not
one of the citizens in that fettlement, ever had a cor-
refpondence with me even by letter. None of the

" inhabitants ever happened to be members o. ‘the pub—

lic bodies where I was employed. :

Yet the fecretary and his emiffaries have not
fcrupled to affert, that I was the author of the infur-
reQion, that I fet it a goi‘ng, but had cunning ¢nougﬁ,
to keep myfelf clear, and many other fuch malicioug
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and totally unfounded affertions. Smxhe and Gallatin
were ufually conne@ed with me in the charge of pro-
motmg the mfurre&non, and ﬂanmng to overtura the
government, &c.
I did not hear of the mar{hal coming up to ferve
the procci’fcs, norwas I mtormed circumftantially of
the attacks on the mfpe&or s houfe till after the Brad-
(;lod: s field rendezvous, viz. near two weeks after the
infpeQor’s houfe was burned, my firft corre® informa-
tion of the buﬁnefs was received from a young man ia
the nexghbourhood who had beecnon a vifit to fee
reLmo')s in Wa{hlqgton coumy, and had for cu-
riofity attended at the Mingo Creek meeting and at
Braddock's field. He called at my houfe in the mor-
ping to tell me the news, and informed me very
cxrcumﬁmtnally refp Qing all the meafures, and par-
ucularlv of Brad ford’s fpcech at Mingo Creek meeting,
and his fubfequent condu® in procuring the mail to
be robbed, promoting the rendezvous, &c. and-of the
agilation among the people and their confidence in
Bradford, &c, I had fome days before feen the adver-
'tlfement of tbe meeung intended to be held at Parki-
fon’s ferry, : and' of the mail having been robbed, and
had gone to Greenfburgh to enquire what the meet-
mg was mtended for, and from what fource the ap-
ointment came. Ithere got an indiflin&® account of
‘the burning of the infpector’s houfe, but no further in-
formation about the meeting, but in confultation with
wnth m) tnends thcre we agreed not to take any notice
of the meetmg, and I advifed my neighbours to the
fame courfe, but on receiving circumftantial informa-
Pcn from the )oung man, and learning that the out-
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yages were occafioned by the marfhal ferving writs,
and being further informed by him that it was highly
dangerous for me, or any other perfon, to enfure
Bradford’s meafures I was agitated with fuch a mixture
of grief and anger, that I fpoke of their condu@ with
unguarded feverity, He urged me in vain to be
gautious,  {uggefting that if my language came to be
known it woyld bring me inta trouble; though I knew
he w3s my friend I paid no refpe&t to his advice, and
fcarcely took it ify good part, till inlefs than an hour
after, one of the country commiffioners called to in-
form me of the alarming news, Healfo advifed me
to fpeak of it more caunouﬂy, left T fhould come to
trouble, and told me that a party were gone that day
from the fouth of Weﬂmoreland to attack Wells, the
colle@or of excife, at his houfe in Fayette copnty. I
learned through another channel that threatening let-
1ers were fent to the next townfhip to the one in which
Ilived, in order to excite a party to pay an unfriendly
vifit to Webfler the colletor of Bedford county. It
is eafier to imagine than defcribe my fenfations on
receiving fuch alarming information, in fuch rapid
fucceflion. Afier compofing my 1sind in order to
refolve with the greater coolnefs what was beft to be
done, I concluded that the only praQticable method
to flop the progrefs of anarehy and outrage was to pro-
cure-as many difcreet perfons as poffible to -attend as
delegates at the Parkifon’s meeting. As foonas my
mind was made up to this purpofe, I went to the nea- o
reft tavern on the grea: road, and fent for Mr. Todg,
one of the judges of the court, to meet me, in order ta
confult what was beft to be done.  We agreed tq hold
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ati ele®ion for delegates, and for this purpofe td
warn the people, and to perfuade difcreet perfons to
accept of the appointment, While I was at the tavern
pymeflage came to my houfe from general Jack at
Greenfburgh, recommending the very plan I was pur-

fuing. Itis remarkable that the fame meafure was.

fuggefted by the urgency of the occafion in Fayette
and Weftmoreland, and at Pitt/burgh, without any cor-
refpondence between the people of thefe different
counties (See Chap. IX.)

Befides the delegates, I advifed the judges and
other difcreet citizens to attend and mix with the peo-
ple, alleging that every one of them might find fome
man to converfe with, whomight take their advice or
be bettered by their information, and I went myfelf
with the fame defign. It was with this view that gene=
ral Jack, judge Beard, and other refpeCable and
influential citizens attended at Parkifon's Ferry meets
ing. While I was there, and before the meeting
had proceeded far in its bufinefs, I received a letter
by exprefs from the commiffioners, who had come in
great hafle as far as Greenfburgh. In the letter they
informed me that they had fent forward an exprefs to
go to my houfe, but were glad to find that I was gone
to the meeting to promote the very object for which
thiey were fent by the Prefident, viz« to reftore order.
They explained the nature of their miffion in their
letter to me, but informed me that the fuccefs of it
muft depend on meeting with correfpondent {fenti-
ments in the peoplé, and réquefted me to inform
the meeting of theirarrival, and to endeavour to have
arrangements made for opening a correfpondence
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between them and the meeting, but not to read their
letter to me;, to the meeting. (See Chap. IX.)
In fhort, I attended at every meeting that was held :
for the purpofe of reftoring order, except the fecond
meetingat Parkifon’s Ferry, whichwas convened to gwe
affurances that order was already reftored, and I alfo
attended at different worfhiping congregations, at the
court, and at every place where I could get an oppor-
tunity to converfe with the people ; and where I
thought it could be ufeful I addreffed them in a pub-
lic manner. In the moft critical fituations, I neither
temporized nor concealed my fentiments. This was
indeed a mew fcene to me, for I never had been accuf-
tomed to addrefs popular meetings. I alfo riavelled into
different places of the country, in order to ftir up fuch
as I thought were capable of inftru@ing their neigh-
bours, and to affift them with the beft reafone and moft
powerful arguments that I could fuggelt; and feveral
applied to me of their own accord, to affift them with
fuch mformanou and arguments as I theught could be
ufeful.” Indeed, from the time I engaged in the bufi-
nefs, which was as early as I had opportunity, I took
no reft, either to body or mind, and fuffered much
grief and vexation on account of the diftrefs and folly
of a number of people with whofe fituation and anxie-
i ty of mind I fincerely {fympathized, while many of
them were offended at the part I'took, and treated my
advices with contempt, and my aflertions for fome
time with difcredit; but I was always fupported and
ercouraged by citizens, who had in fettled times the
greateft credit for underftanding and patrioti{m.



"INSURRECTION 273

_- ~The whole of my condu@ was ftated and proved to -
the fecretary in fironger terms than thofe in which I
 :have related it, by men of the moft refpetable cliarac-
| ter, who were not only eye and ear witneffes to much
. of it, but who were fellow labourers with me, in pro-
. moting the reftoration of order and fubmiffion to the
_laws, and who alfo teftified to the uniformity of my
condud and fentiments both before and after the in-
furrection. .
But the fecreta:y had more early and unequivocal
proofs within his own knowledge of my endeavoursto .
. have the excife law well executed as long as it conti-
. nued unrepealed. Early in the winter of 1792, I
wrote a letter to the Prefident, at the inftance of go-
. vernor Mifflin, and fome time after another at the in-
. ftance of the Attorney General of the United States,
. and the attorney of the diftri® of Pennfylvania, re-
. lating to the cafe of Beer and Kerr, both of which I
. had reafon to believe were given to the fecretary; in
. thefe letters I gave my opinion that if fpecial feflions
, of the court were held in the country, the courts would
. be proteéted and competent juriesfound toconfirm this
opinion. I flated in fubftance, that the ftate courts had
- never been infulted, nor the want of good juries com-
plained of in cafes arifing under the ftate excife law,
or other cafes equally obnoxious, and at the fame time
fuggefted, that carrving people all the way to Philadel«
phia, was fo obnoxious, that doing it might be attended
. with difficulty, if not with rifk, and would render wit-
neffes more difficult to procure; that fuppofing the
perfons charged to be innocent, as I was confident

L1.
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thofe in queftion were, the taking them to a diftance .
for trial, would be the more unpopular.
Inthe preceding feffion, whenI knewthe fecretary was -
preparing a report for the revifion of the excife law,
I by letter, requefted a converfation with him:on the
fubje@. In the confequent interview, I informed him,
that though I difapproved of the excife law, ¥ was
fenfible it could not be releafed from the appropriation
until we could fupply its place with another tax, which
I knew Congrefs was not then difpofed to do, that
therefore I withed by all means to give it a fair trial
and have it promptly executed, and mentioned my ap-
prehenfion of bad confequences to the governmerit,
if the execution of it was triffed with, becaufe that
the credit and authority of the government were
equally pledged for the execution of all its:laws, fo that
if one law was impra&icable or oppofed withr fuccefs,
the authiority of other laws would be alfo difregarded,
‘and the number and magnitude of crimes - would be
encreafed by impunity. I recommended feveral al-
terations, which I thought would render the execution
of the excife law more prafticable; among thofe, were
lowering the tax, at leaft till the people were better
reconciled to the execution of the law, and eftablifhing .
feflions of the court in the country. On this laft I
laid great weight, and lamented, that competent aa- .
thority had not been vefted in the ftate courts for that
* purpofe. : ‘
When the report was made; few of fuch amend-.
ments were propofed as I had advifed, fome of. them.
I endeavoured to introduae in the houfe, and fuc-
ceeded fo far as to have the tax made one cent lower
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than the fecretary reported, but this did net equalize
- it'with the tax on other fpirits, in proportion to the
then felling prices in the market; much lefs did it
anfwer the political purpofe of reconciling the people
fo it. :

It had become cuftomary, for the members to read
the reafoning with which the fecretary always accom-
pmied his reports, as arguments on the floor, to which
I had been always oppofed; but on this occafion, I op-
pofed the praQice with more than ufual warmth and
perfeverance, rifing more frequently than I had ever
done in the committee of the whole, to declare it out
of -order, &c. and afferting, that the members exclu-
fively were entrufted to give information of the ftate
of the country for the purpofes of taxation, and that
the information given by the individual members,
formed that aggregate of local knowledge, which ought
to guide the difcretion of the houfe, jn accommoda-
ting the laws to the circumftances of the citizens, and
that the information received from the fecretary’s
clofet, being collefted from revenue officers, or other
agents who were not publicly refponfible for the infor-
mation they gave, and who frequently were interefted
in giving it wrong, and the fecretary himfelf not being
conftitutionally qualified, nor refponfible for it, I con-
fidered it as no authority for our condud®, and impro-
per to be ufed for that purpofe. I donot remember,
that his reports have been made ufe of on the floor,
otherwife than far information refpeding his official
flatements, fince that time, but the oppofition com-
menced on this occafion was perfevered in, till it wag
' ﬁqg_lly {uccefsful, and until the houfe refumed the ex-



276 HISTORY OF THE

ercife of originating revénye fyftems. The hind-Is
had in this, and fome cenfures I paffed in the bonfe:
on fome fyftems originated by the fecretary, no dombt:
rendered me obnoxious to him, and the mare fo as:

the public mind teftified in favour of this change, at’

the next ele®tion, bit more decidedly at the eledtion
which took place in Pennfylvapid, previous to his ar-;
rival in the weftern country. This accounts for hig-
being fo outrageoufly offended at Gallatin and myfelf.
being elefled into Congrefs, and he and his friend
general White making fuch malicious exertiops, and
afferting. fuch mean falfehoods, to deftroy my popula-,
rity, as they exprefled it. A mighty obje&, indeed,
for the man who affumed or had afcribed to him by hig.
friends, the honour of guxdmg the helm of ftate, both
in its legiflative and executive meafures! It alfo ac-,
counts for his officious endeavours to influence. the
Vir gxma wilitia, rcipe&mg the eleflion then depens-;
dlng in that ftate; but it is beyond my purpofe to.
give: a ftatement of hisexertions in that bufinefs.

One charge which he mentioned with great fenfi-.
bility and 1efentmeut, was, that I had wrotea pamphlet,.
called * thirteen letters,” which he faid, contained lies
on him; but he has neither proved me to be the author
of that pamphlet nor Pomted out any particular lie it
contained. = Writing is not my profeffion; nor have
I ever engaged largely init, nor publifhed.a falfehood
to my knowledge. I never have in my life publifbed
a fentence that I would deny being the author of, if
decently called upon, nor did 1. ever give a piece to
a printer anommouﬂy. or dire® him to conceal my
name. However, if the f¢cretary will a;knowledgq
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himfelf to be the author, if true, of a great variety of
pieces, which have by public opinion, been afcribed:
to him, I will make a full acknowledgment of all I
ever publithed; thefe, it is true, will be fe# in num-
_ ber, but they will difcover that I have been confiftent:
in my principles, I am miftaken, if on examining
the numerous productions afcribed to him, the author:
might not be quoted in oppofition te himfelf, and if.
fome of the moft valuable charalers in the United
States would not appear to have been traduced by his
pen. If I were explicitly to deny a charge made;
in this way, he might charge me in the fame manner
with writing Catullus, Maflachufitenfis, the flate of par-
ties, Manlius, &c. &c. and though I would acknowledge
they contained untruths, I could not eafily prove that:
I had not wiptethem, for I have {pread fome of them
all, though the fectretary or fome of his friends know

beft their guthors. To fatisfy other citizens, however,

I will affert, that I bave noi for feveral years publithed
aline in thie Pitt{burgh gazette orany other newfpaper,:
except in the fpring previous to the infurreticn, when
I fent up to the editor of the Pittfburgh gazette, a
corret- account of the revenue laws that had been
enafled that feflion, in order to countera& the falfe re-
ports, that I had been informed were cxrculated con-
¢erning thym.

The fecretary was miftaken with refpect to the
fpread of the thirteen letters, which he faid, had
been read by every old woman in the weftern country.
Ihave fince been particular in examining,and can dif. | -
cover but a few of them to bave been fpread in the
weftern furvey, previous to the infurreftion. I heard, -
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of but one inthe town or county of Wathington; there
might have been more; but after the fecretary had dif-
covered {o much refentment againft that pamphle_t, all
that could be procured of them were difperfed, and
whatever doubts might have been entertained of the
truth of the facts fuggefted in them, the fecretary’s af-
ferting that they contained falfehoods without particu-
]arizin’g any of them, has been confidered as a con-
firmation of the truth of the whole they contained.
I bad put fome of them into the hands of my friends,
as I doof all political publications, and more of them
I believe were in the north of Weftmoreland, than in
all the weftern counties befides, and I have pot dif-
covered that any perfon who read them, engaged in
the infurre@ion : there was not one of them known
to be in Mingo creek fettlement. They appear chiefly
to contain a ftatement of fa@s, from which inferences
‘are drawn. If but a few of the leading falls wers
proved to be falfe, others would be difcredited and
the inferences would fa!l of courfe. ~This would be a
more eafy and honorable method, than holding an in-
quifition at the head of an army. -

An apology ‘is neceflary to the reader for engaging
his attentian fo long about what refates to myfelf. I
would not have done it merely on the account of Alex-
ander Hamilton and William Findley, but a head of
the financiering department, an influential member of
the cabinet, who not only condu@ted his department
in fuch a manner as to render a powerful military ex-
pedition neceffary, and moft probably with a view
to promeote that event, and who in that expedition was
underficod to influence its movements and to dirgd
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ahd affume the exeicife of the judiciary authority,

" without being attached to the expedition in any known

and refponfible chara&er, and who, thus armed with
the exercife of military authdrity, attempted to chaftife
the people in one flate for eleirg fuch perfons as he

"difapproved of, and to influence the eletions of ano~
“ther , isa confideratiofi of niore importance to the ci<
_tizens, and the knowledge ot it may have greater in-
_fluence on the future meafures of the executive depart-
" ment, than merely confidered as relating to Alexander

N

Hamiltorn as a citizen.. What refpets myf{elf is of no
other importance to the public, than that as a Repre-
fentative of the people, and on account of my politi=
cal principles and conduc@, I was marked out asa vic-
tim of minifterial vengeance. All the fecretary’s exer~
tions could have no effe@ on the opinion of the citi-
zens with whom I’ enjoy intimaté fociety, and as all

~my ambition is to {pend the remainder of my days iix
"a comfortable retirement in the bofom of my family

and friends, when I ceafe to reprefent themina public
capacity, this I can emjoy without having it impaired
by Mr. Hamilton’s virulence. Thankful indeed I am,
that though no government can prevent a man of {u-
perior talents, dangerous principles, and malevolerit
temper, from being armed at times withi a dangerous
portion of public power, yet fach are our government
and laws that fuch men are reftrained from gratifying,
thoughnot fremdifcovering, what they would do if they

' " had power.

After an inquifition accompanied with the moft il-

"legal inducements to promote difcovery, and notwith-

ftandimg the fecretary’s repeated afleverations to the
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witnefles that he was already poffeffed of preofs of cti
<mmahty againft Smilie, Gallatin, and me, no tefli-
mony was found even to lay a foundation for fufpicion.
The fituations in which we lived, and the condu& of
the people around us, forbid fufpicion of either combi-
‘nation among ourfelves or conneétion with the infur-
gents; living as we do near 30 miles from each other,
we have little or no correfpondence but when we meet’
ip Philadelphia, and refiding from thirty to fifty miles
from the feat of the infurreQion, and having no con-
nection or correfpondéncc in that part of the country,
- nor perfonal acquaintance with the citizens refiding in
the fettlement where the outrages commenced, we had
1o opportunity of influencing them either for or againft
the excife law, nor of knowing that thefe citizens were
.more determined in their oppofition to it than others,
nor did we know of the exiftence of the Mingo creck
aflociation which is fuppofed to have produced the in-
furre®tion, till we were informed of it afterwards.
Though the heat and inflimmation fpread intothe coun-
ties in which we are refident, during the progrefs of
the diforders, yet no pe:ion from either of thefe coun-
'tles had any part in orig ginating the infurre@ion, nor
did the official certificate from judge Wilfon, nor the
proclamation of the Prefident bottomed on that cer-
‘tificate, fuggeft that an infurre@tion exifted in thefe
counties, but ccrfined it exprefsly to the counties of
Wathington and Allegany. It is alfo known that
though the whole people of the county of Fayette re-
fufed to fign the amnefly, and though a great propor-
tion of the people of Weftmoreland declined figning it,
or vatied the form of the affurances, yet only thrée
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perfons were. fought aftet .or taken pnfonei's froms
thefe two counties. Againft two of thefeno bills wero
found, and thi: third, -whofe chara@er and fate is de=
fcribed in page 211, wasa perfon of whom I had not
the moft diftant knowledge, though he refided in the
fame county about twenty miles diftant. - Smilie and
Gallatin living in Fayette county, of courfe did not fign
the amnefty, and for particular reafons they would not
have done it even if it had been produced to them for -
that purpofe. I did not fign it on the day appointed
myfelf though I'had laboured to promote the figning
of it by others. I thought it moft confiftent with the
flation which I occupied and the part I a&ted, to put
it out of the power of any perfon to fay, that I had
figned the amnefly to avoid a fcrutiny of my condud.
That {crutiny hasbeen made by an artful, a difcerning,
dnd revengeful enemy, and not even the femblance of
excnmg oppefition to the execution of the law, or of
enmity to the government, or of endeavouring to em+
barrafs its meafures, or even of the crime of treating
an excife ofﬁcer unpolitely, has been difcovered. In-
deed I treated the infpeQlor #.th the fame attention
that I -had donie former}y, and Mr. Wells, the colle&or,
with greater attention than I had ever formerly dene.
I never heard him complained of for illegal feizures
or other alls of oppreflion, my only complaint againft
him was want of decifion and addrefs in the execution
of the law. Nor was there any teimony found againft
Mefrs. Smilie and Gallatin, but much was teftified in
their favour. It was known and teftified that I had
difcountenanced the meetings that denounced the ex-

¢ife 'aw and the officers ;ilder it, and that I cenfured
m
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the refolves as indifcreet and impolitic ; ; that in fhort 1
had difcountenanced every meafure except petitioning,
and that I encouraged this as a diret acknowledgement,
of the authority of the government, and as a means of
turning the attention of the people to it as the only
lawful and practicable fource of relief.

T hough I had never heard any perfon advocate a ‘
riotous oppofition to the excife law, yet I was always
watchful to reprave any expreffions that I thought lean-
ed that way, and to defcribe the dangerous effets that
encouraging them would have on fociety. Often have
1 Gid on fuch occafions, that to countenance riots
againft the execution of any law, was like throwing the
bridleon a wild horfe’s neck, of whom, when he was let
loofe, there was no telling what courfe he would take,.
or where he would ftop, and fuggefted that even liberty
exercifed without a fubordination to rule would foon'
becomeallied to the worft paffions, and produce the moft
arbitrary and ruinous effeQs, fuch fentiments as thefe,
were frequently introduced in conyerfation and in my.
letters to my friends, and I can appeal to all who had

an opportunity of knowag, to teftify if I ever fpoke ‘
wrote, or adted contrary to thefe fentiments. ,

Perhaps it will be replied that I wrote a letter to,
M. Petrikin at Carlifle during the time of the mfur-
retion, and that as he was charged with premoting fe-,
dition, my letter to him muft have been of a feditious’
pature. This conclufion was induftrioufly promoted'
by fome, but certainly a knowledge of my condu@ ref-
peQting the infurredtion would have juftified another
conclufion; however I will infertthe letter, and leave.
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the original with the prihtei', but firlt I will" ftate the
circumftances in which it was written,

On the evening of the 1ft of Septembcr 1794,
when I had juft returned from the Redftone meeting,
»nd was full of anxiety on account of the difpofition
evidenced there which occafioned the mifcarriage of
the defign of that meeting, and the uncertainty of
what might be the event, a friend who was going over
the mountainsto Greencaftle and Carlifle offered to
earry letters to my relations; I wrote letters to two of
my brothers-in-law, the one near Greenciitle, and
the other near Carlifle, viz. Johm Coughran and
Jofeph Junkin, both known to be well difpofcd-
fenfible men. Before I went to bed I received a let=
ter from Mr: Petrikin of - Carlifle, the purport of
which was to inform me of a county meeting to be
held at Carlifle, and though he did not explain the
intention of the meeting, yet I fufpected that it might
poﬁibly be his intention to dxﬁ'uade the militia. from.
obeying the orders of the Prefident, and though I
hoped thére would npt- be a ne«_eﬂity for the militia
to march, yetI knew that reports of their refufing to
march, or appearmg to join the mfurgems, would
tend to defeat our endeavours to réftore order. Un,
der this impreflion I immediately wrote an aniwer to
Petrikin’s letter. Under the fame 1mpre(ﬁons and
with the famé views | would have written ta any
perfon exifting, if there had been the fame profpet of -
doing good, or preventing mifchief. The only
d;ead I had in writing it was, that the contents- of the :
letter might fome way or other find their way to the
1?furgent§, al'ldflllbj‘tlﬁ me g treuble from tlpgtp. ljn@q
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this impreffion I omitted the names of thofe whe
promoted the diforders which the leuter defcribes,
and gave no advice, but confined myfelf to giving a
relation of the ftate of things with us. The defcrips
tion which I gave, I thought might have a happy
ciic& in preventing the citizens of Cumberland coun-
ty irom doing any thing in imitation of the rioters, or
that would encourage them. However, as things took a
more favourable turn with us, the contents of the letter
could nct have found their way back in time to da
me . any barm, for though the impreflian of terror
was the greateft at the Redftone meéeting ef any in-
ftance that had fell under my immediate obfervation,
it was the laft exertion made by thofe wha diyecied the
robbing of the majl, and the expulfipn of thofe wha
wrote letters ; my letter to Mr. Petrikin indeed was:
haftily wrote and rudely digefted. However as much’
has been faid about it, I {hall take the liberty of infer-

ting it.
September 18, 1794,
% Dear Sir,

¢ Yours of the 26th ult. I have- juft recexved and
25 a bearer flarts early in the morning, though it is now -
late, Ifhall acknowledge thereceipt of it before I fleep.
Our riotous oppofition to the excife law has 'gone the
length of expelling the excife officers from this diftri,
but not without flagrant inftances of outrage and difor-
der. Several of thofe who took a lead in this bufinefs
Jiad been early friends to liberty, the moft ative of.
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them were warm federalifts. The diflike to the excife
law is general, but the leaders of the confufion do
not now ftop at this, for fome who have been zealous
friends to the federal government now declaim in fa-
vour of total difunion and independence. Such is too
generally thccondud of unprincipled men, evenagood
caufe would be injured by receiving fupport from fuch *.
"Though en proper occafions I have endeavoured to
inform the public mind fo as to promote a repeal of
the excife law, or more eflential amendments, yet I
was always watchful againft riots or any thing that'
might terd to promote any unconflitutional exertions,
When we had recourfe to thefe in the late revolution,
the obje& to which they were to lead the way was of
the greateft importance, and the exertions were con-
du@ed with prudence and fyflem. The difturbances
with us commenced by accident and have been con-
dufted with diforder and extravagance, the general
diflike to the law had indeed rendered the citizens in "
fome places tco fufceptible of irritation and too much
difpofed to commit outrages.

"« [{owever a meeting of from two to five delegates
from each townfhip were met to confider of the beft
means of reflcring peace and order, when the com-
miflioners arrived from Philadelphia, avowedly for the
fame purpofe. Their arrival and errand was announ-

& When Bradford declaimed in favour cf war and independence at Redfione, I
fufpected that he was encourazed by others.. 1t appears however I was miftaken,
for a difpofition of that kind hasnot teen traced further than that declamation, which
was probably the ravings of the moment. The diftuibances were nat fo much proe
moted by fuch as had-been difappointed of offices as I had been then informed,'
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ced to the meeting by me, and had a good effe@ upon
their deliberations, but the proclamation and the or-
ders to the militia arrived next morning and produ-
ced a contrary effet, and excited a high degree of irri=
tation among thofe charaCters that were moft inflam-
matory, I muft acknowledge that the commiffioners
do not offer terms with exceptions of perfons or by
halves, as the Britifh did at the late revolution. They
‘propofe a full indemnity to all offenders, and for all
offences, and a remittance of the excife for the time
paft, and alfo conditionally to refrainfrom calling the
people out of the counties for trial, on condition of 2
promifed fubmiffion to the laws. This is indeed all
the Prefident could do on his part, 2nd it is neceflary
on the part of the people, even if it had no other ad-
vantage than tc open the way for petitions to Congrefg
in order to obtain arepeal of the excife law, or rea-
fonable amendments. It isalfo neceffary on account
of the diforders and threats of violence of the people
in oppefition. Two committees have agreed to. the
terms with a reference to the approbation of the peo-
ple, the obtaining of which from'all the people is
doubtful ; and there is great dread of internal difor~
ders and violence ; freedom of fpeaking and writing has
been for fome time fupprefled, but this evil is wor-
king itsown cure, by roufing and uniting the well dif-
pofed to exert themfelves in refloring order. £ am, &,

This is the letter, which has been reprefented asfo
criminal in me, not fomuchaon account of its contentsas
of theperfonto whom itwas dire@ted. Hehas informed -
methathe neverread the letter to any perfon, but told
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fome fentences out of it perhaps pretty fairly. Idid not
intend it fo be kept a fecret. I withdifficulty procured
it from Mr. Petrikin, and not till I had to promife to
return it to him, if neceflary for his defence, before he
would part with it ; through the hafte in which this
letter was wrote it is not perfe@ly accurate, however
the lxberallty of the terms offered in behalf of the
Prefident is fomewhat exaggerated and the armed.
" party appearing at, and overawing the Redftone '
meeting, from which I had returned, omitied with
defign. I knew liberty poles had been ereQted at Car-
lifle, and though I did not know that William Petrikin
. had any hand in erecting them, yet from what I
knew of his charalter I wasafraid he might take a warm -
part at the meeting, and therefore ftated the conduc®t
of government and of the infurgents in fuch a manner,
as to give him no ground te complain of the one, or
encouragement to imitate the other, and mentioned '
my own diflike to the excife law, to fhew that the out-
rageous oppofition that was made to it was calculated to
prevent and not to promote its repeal. William Petri-
kin's letter to me contained nothing injurious, and it
was the firft and only letter he had ever wrote to my- |
felf or any other perfon in the weftern country to my
knowledge And notwithftanding the mifchievous ra-
pidity withwhichinflammatory news was {pread through
the weftern country that fummer, I could not trace it
letters;” but one of that fort was difcovered, and it, wag -
not figned by the author. v

I knew that it was reported in the army, and .cir- |
culated even amorig the members of Congrefs, when
I took my feat, in November 1794, that I had cor-
refponded with Bradford, and that fuch of my letters
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were found among his papers, as would prove me. td
lave been at the bot'om of the infurre@ion. It will
be remembered, that the fecre;ary on his return to
Philadelphia told Captain Dicky, that he had fuffi-
cient proof of my guiltin his pocket. It was told in
the city, as a fecret which foon was Heard by every
body, that proofs were, obtaitied againit Smilie, Galla-
tin and myfelf, that we were deeply concerned in and
promoted the infurre@tion. 1 traced fome of thofe
ftories, to fources from which I did fiot expect they
would have come, and I called on the late attorney
general and the attorney of the diftridt, who affured me
thiere was 1o proof of criminality of any kind againft
ué. The diftri@ attorney acknowledged, however;
that 4 fcrutiny had been made, and promifed when
he had leifure, to felet thie places where my name was
mentioied for my perufal. I then defigned, to have
ptocured and publifhed a certificate from him, but
on fecond thoughts declinéd doing it. I knew the at-
torney general advocated my coridu@ from what he had
obferved, and was infortned of it when he was com-
miffioner in the weftern countiess He and judge
Yates had fufficiently exprefled their confidence in me .,
on their arrival in that country, by fending to me firft,
explaining the obje@ of their miffion in a confidential
letter, and employing me to procure the means of cor-
refponding with'the meeting. The laft time I ever
faw the late attorriey general, he afked me to take a walk
with him at the flate houfe, and after confu{ting me,
withrefpect toa fubje@ which he thought of importance
for the peace and happinefs of Pennfylvania, and pass
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#eularly of the weférn counties*, he took at bppor-
tunity of exprefling his difapprobation of the liberties
that had been taken with my chara@er, atd affuted me
he had alwiys béen my advocate. He had long known
me; our firft acquaintance was at the camp.at Anboy,
in the year 1776,

. The truth is, leltets had hever at any time piffed
betweén me and any perfon concerned in' promoting
the infurreQion, except colonel Marthal § wish him
had correfponded feveral times, but not for two years.
previous to the infurteQioit, except one in anfwer to
a‘letter refpecting his fori, then refiding in the city,
who was about going into a new litie of bufinefs. There
wata few men indeed; in whoin I would have had
miore confidence, and none engaged ih the infurretion
st whofe' condu@ I was fo muchi furprifed. I never
faw Mr. Bradford’s hand wntmg, nor to my knowledge
did he'ever fee mine. : i

I have near relationls living in three of the
four weftern counties, and thiough I had no opportunity
of advifing thofe of them who-lived in enfuaring fitus
ations, yet I had the fatisfaQion to find, that every one
of them had been uniformly oppofed to the diforders,
and that no friend, with whom I had ever ‘been inti-
tnate in any of the counties, was concerned in promo-
ting the difturbances, except colonel Marfhal, and he
withdrew as foon perhaps as he durft. It might have
been otherwife, and I mot to blame,

Nn

® It was about the propriety of Congrefsat its next fefion, prepdiing & prévie
ous plan for dividing fates fo as to prevent the partsto be feparated from becomi-
ingenemies to each other, in a conteft about the divifion. At his request, 1 promifed
xraonbder of it, but affured bim, that the fentible citizeng in the weftern counties
did net defire it,



99 HYSTQRE OF THE

. A fow daygafier I atrived im she ity and befota
the, lexietany. refummedy a rofpeitable gentloman- hight
i dffice, atked me, withiapparent.anxieiya if anly thing
3t all was faund againfi me,. I anfwered, that theta wea
pos: he afked: me- if I wes. cestain of thate . Ftold him
I was certain there was nothing to be fqund; amu& mex
He thenafkortme,if Lwas fure; that:hone caidd be pro-
earod. to pexjutiathamielyes againfime. L faid,. b knesd
othirg about that; aud: afketd him with funprife ow he
eame to fufped) fuch adefign. i faid, be knew that
bo-means would, be left,untried: to: mjuse or tuin ey
.- Until I was informed on the read. comiag downy,
of thie fecretaxy’s;conmextation with: fome: of  the, ¢ithe
zetis an. his way ‘o Potewsmag, and: edithis infoemen
tion:-isx the cisy; k. did not fufpedty thateven malice it
folf camld bane fuggefied afulpicionof my conduchs
but while: al} regard to moralisy apd dBeency W MacEin
ficed in order toinjure fuch as had;dosme.all in. thgis
powen, firfl torpravent and . thentonllay thedifurban-
cesy fuch as bad: adnpinifiared. fawel  ta. the RAans . ware:
" in fome. infwnces egnfidesesd and troped . as. good, Qitiy,
ORI, .t v [ . .

. ) - |
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¢ H A P XX,

I H A V E frequently mentioned the ofs
dicial report made by the fecsetary of the tresfury 1o
the Prefident of the United States previous to the
iffuing of his proclawmation, and I have had rpconrfd
to i usan authority refpeQing the siots committed
againft revenae officers, not having ever heard of fe~
weral of thefe riots through ahy ether chatnel ; at the
fame tinre, hewever, I have fuggefied that the candoug
of the report was doubtful, and produced fome friking
4nltgnces ‘of mifreprefentation, (See Chap. vim.)
{J fhall now affign fome fusther inflances of the fecrér
tary’s want of candour in this report.

- In page 11gof the executive proceedings, he men~
zions the hoftility of the ftate officers, and particularly
«of one high official charaler, thiesxecution of thelaws,
as one of the -moft ferious obftscles to their operation,
and in a letter to governor Milllin, which is now be-
fore me, i gnfwer 1o 3 demand made by kim for an
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explanation of this infinuation, he afferts that Albers
Gallatin, then a member of Aﬂ'embly, was of the com-
mittee which met at Pittfburgh in September 1791.
Fhis is not true, Albert Gallatin and myfelf were at-
tending the Affembly of Pennfylvanm. then in fefon.

In this explanatary letter he ftates charges againt feve-
ral chgra&ers wha have been uniformly friends to go-
yernment ;'in hischargesagainft Mr. Addifon Prefident
of the courts in that\diftri@, the arts of mifreprefen-
tation arg carried to a confiderable height. I fhall
briefly detsil them:  The Judge refufed to act as depu-
ty out of the line of his official duty in certain inftan-
ces for the fupervifor of the diftri@, though he at the
fame time affured that oﬂicer of ample prote@tion and
every neceflary affiftance to enable him to.do the duty
of his ftation himfelf ; his not-having treated the excife
- officers with proper marks of attention, in two inftances,
is another charge ; one of the inftances was his teHing
the tavern keeper, with whom he lodged, that the man
who was then a colle@or of excife was not an accepta-
ble companion in the lodging. The fecretary.did not
vefle® that that officer might not have been an accepta-
ble compartion fer the judge, previous to his being an
excife officer, and that the honours attached to that of-
. fice were not fufficient to elevate his charaQer. . I will
refer him to the judges of the fupreme court of Penn-
fylvania fer the truth of this remark ; they areacquaint-
ed with the colletor. With refpe@ to the infpeQor
not receiving the marked attention of the Prefident of
the court, the fecretary fhould have enquired whether
there did not exift perfonal caufes abftraed. frem his
holding the office, or whether there were not -fuch
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‘caufes exilting with fome other of the judges on whom
the: Prefident had no right to impofe ; fot this great
crime which was confidered a4 a matier of {fuch imper~
tance by the fecretary, was nothing tmore than the Pre-
fident’s neglecting to invite the infpeQtor to. a fept: oy
the bench. during the feffion of the court, though he
had invited a relation of his. None of thefe inflances
happened in the county where I refide, and the firfk
I heard of it was from the fecretary’s official informa-
tion. .I have, hqwever, enquired isto them fince.
‘With fuch charges as thefe the {ecretary’s explanation
tq the governor of that general fuggeftion in his report
-abounds.. Why were not regl crimes punifhed indue
time ? And why were things of no moment or crimina-
lity magnified into real offences?

Prefident Addifon was early in his endeavours te
promote the execution of the excife law. For this pur-
pofe he wrote in the newspapzrs in the fummer of
1791, and for the fame purpofe he attended at Red-
ftone old fort on the 2;th of July, on the day when it
was refolved by the meeting at that place to petitiop
Congrefs. Though he took no part in the meeting,
he was ready to give his advice, or to exert his autho-
rity if neceffary in favour of the laws. I converfed
with him on the occafion and found he was in favour
of fubmiffion, for which reafon fome thought him too
friendly to the excife. In his charges to the grand
juries, he uniformly reprehended the attacks on excife
officers, and recommended a firi® cognizance of the
offences, and in all his converfation on this fubje he
teftified againft the oppofition to the law. In the
winter previous to the infurrection an animated pub-
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Kication tn the Pisefburgh gazete exhorting fhe people
%o a'compliance with thie law, was afcribed t6 him, and
he prothoted an agteement among a number of the
ot tefpeable diftitlers to enter their ftills, on con-
@ion of having officers dppointed whofe deportment
would be refpectable (Bee Chap. v.) I always ac-
‘counted it a misfortune that He was in Phﬂhdelﬁhn
~when the iffurreQtion ‘commenced ; * his advice and
‘authority might have been of great advantage ; he wak
very ufeful in reftoring order when he returned; he
‘was threatened by the infurgents before he returred,
but this did not prevent him from doing his duty with
fuccels. At the fame time that hé was obnoxious tb
the infurgents, he was the obje® of the fecretary%
refentment ; in ;hi§,3 however,’ he was. not fingulan
Others, who exerted themfelves to the utinoft in Ppre=
“venting outrages and refloring order, were the pccuhai'
‘dbje@s of minifterial perfecution. Aftér all the fero-
‘tiny that could bé made and all the exertions fo €xtort
‘tetimeny, the chara@er of the Prefident and the fix-
‘teen affociate judges of the four weltéri counties ftood
unimpeached, except we call the ‘fecx‘etary s charge
‘of want of pohtenefs in two inftances to'excife officers
‘a fufficient caufe of impeachment. ~ The truth is, tha#
judges and other friends of order were offended at theft
‘officers for not mak king more ‘vigilant exertions in thé
-execution of their trufl, and for treating the people
‘rndely, when conciliating manners might have engaged
‘refpect and promoted fubmiffion.  Certain it is, that
‘when general Wilkin, who purchafed whifkey for ths
-army; though his refufing to purchafe any that had not
“paid the excife tax made him partake-of the odim at-
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iachg.d to the law, yet by his. geod -fenfe in reafening,
with the people, and by his couciliating manpers, he:
indyced many to-enter, their {tills in June 1794, and,
was morally certain of procuring a gemeral. acquief-
cence at the mext opportupity of entering ftills;.
‘The apprchenﬁon of want of vigilance and concilias
ting manngrs in the excife officers- difgeutaged thofe
who wifhed the law to be executed from making exerq
tionsy,: Suclicitizens did mot chule 1o bekinight-etrants
ini fupportigg alaw, the exgeution of whichwasfomuch
negleted by thofe whofe duty it was ta enforce obediq
snce toit. However, frozn the fecretary’s report ta
Lh:Preﬁdqm, and his explapatjon of if to the. governer
it is, evident that the revenue cflicess were -vigilang
fg&e&, net only onthe capdud, buttbe.language of the
citizeus, and very minute in reportiag the fruallef} exn
preﬁions of dlfrefpec'i tothemfelves orthe lasyg, unrens
sected with the circumftances of, provocation on. thejg
partto the. fecretary ;. and; that though he was nag
agtentive to. punifh real crimes in the:ordinary courfe
of law, yet he was very attentive ta r¢gord uxcxdtnq
of little i impartance, and arrange them in, the moaft- cn}
minal. drefs fuited.to hxg defign, when the crifis arrived
whxch. he probahly deficed. and promoted. But the
_metmauon, though minute, was 10t accurate. Thl$
is.ufoal with the information of fpies inall countries,
"The:report contains. feveral other inflances of mify
reprefcntanon with. refpet to incidents too trifling to
br.mvefhgated, which I ihallpaﬁs unnoiiced ; ope.conr
taiged in the laft’pazagraph. Qf it, however, is. of too
much importancs tq elcape. remark, His wards are ; 3
. T,he;e is tao 3uﬁcau£e 0, behevg that ,ths is, conqeﬂed
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with an indifpofition, too general in that quarter, {6’
fhare in the common burthens of the community, and’
with 2 wifh among fome perfons of influence, ‘t6 em+
barrafs the government. It is affirmed by well infor<
med perfons to-be a faét of notoriety, that the fevenue
laws of the flate itfelf have a/eays eithet been refifted,
or very defec'hvely com plied thh in thc fame quar*
ter.””

This isfo palpable 4 mlfreprefentauon, as to re«
quire but little examination to refute. I appeal to-
the records of the flate treafury ; there it will appear
that notwithftanding the almoft ceafelefs - diftreffes of
the weftetn counties, fome of them have always ‘been
the foremoft in paying their flate taxes of any codnties
in the commonwealth, and none of them the moft
backward, and that if there are any arrears remaining
due it ison the unfeated lands, the property of people

in the city or other parts of the ftate, the colle®ing of

which has been prevented by fpecial interpofitions of
the legiflature. If he had defired to be well informed,
it would have been eafy for him to have confulted the
treafury department of the ftate, and if he had applied
to the land office, he would have foundthatthe efficient
revenue produced by it has been more promptly paid
by the people of the weftern counties, than by many
in more favourable fituations. If he had been in pur-~
fuit of truth he would have applied to the proper four«
ces to obtain it. Another ob;e& however was in view.
It was neceffary to load the whole people of the wefterm
country, with every defcription of odium. God
knows, too many of them were blameable indeed, but
that the revegue laws of the ftate bave been uzltoays
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either refifted or defeQively complied with, and that
this was promoted by a wifh of fome perfons of influ-
ence to embarrafs the government, or ashe exprefles
it, (Report p. 110) the enmity which certain altive
defigning leaders had induftrioufly infufed into a large
proportion of the inhabitants, not againft particular
laws only, but of more ancient date, againft the go-
. vernment of the United States, are charges abfolutely
void of truth,

I never heard a perfont either in public or private
in that country exprefs a fentiment againft the govern~
ment of the United States fince it was ratified, except

what fell from Bradford atthe Redftone meeting, and .

{o far from having old enmity, he was a moft zealous

federalift. There werenone engaged in the infur-

rection that ever pofleffed extenfive inflyence in that
country, except colonel Marfhal, and he had never

been diftinguifhed for political fervor.

Why did not the fecretary name the perfons and

{tate the faQs. If he knew that fuch influential perfons
had induftrioufly infufed enmity againft the govern-
ment into a large proportion of the inhabitants, he
muft have known who they were, and what induftry
they ufed. Indeed the whole of thefe {uggeftions arg
mere fabrications, publithed at 2 critical period for the
moft nefarious purpofes. No teftimony to this pur-
pofe could be procured by all the influence which was
exerted even under all the terrors of an armed force,
neither could any proofs of it be odtained on the moft
careful and judicious fcrutiny, made under the di-
Oo
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reQtion of the circuit courts. It exifted no where but
irr the fruitful invention of the ex-fecretary him-
felf:

Before I leave the fecretary’s report, I will make
one other quotation form it page 117, where he fays:
*“It is not to be doubted that the different fiages of this
bufinefs were regularly notified to the malcontents,
and that a convi@tion of the tendency of the amend-
ments contemplated to effeCtuate the execution of the
law, had matured the refolution to bring matters to a
violent crifis.

-~ This infidious affertion was no donbt levelled
againft Mr. Smilie, and myfelf, then in Congrefs:
There were no others from the weltern countryin the
city who had an opportunity 5 and the fecretary’s nu-
merous declarations that we were at the bottom of all
the dilturbances, and that he had proofs againft Mr.
Gallatin and us already, his illegal endeavours to
extort teftimony againlt us in the weftern country, his
infulting thie pzoplethere for electing us into Congrefs,
and employing his friend general White to fpread
falfehools azainlt us, particularly againft myfelf, was
fuficiently explanatory of his intention in the para-
griphjult qioted. I have already ftated that I never
was acquainted i the part of the country whare the
difturbances originated, nor had correfponded even by
letter with any perfon who had been concerned either
in'promoting or countenancing the difturbances, except
‘James Matt(hal a confiderable time before. I am autho-
_rifed to make the fame declaration refpeing Mr.
Smilie. Mr. Gallatin was not then in Philadelphia. I
had correfpondents in Wafhington county, whofe
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friendfhip I value, and whofe condu& during the dif-
turbances and previous to their commencement does
them honour.

I remember to have received letters from three
diftillers that fpring, and anfwering them ; that thefe
diftillers were not concerned in the infurre@ion, except
in oppofing it, is a fufficient juftification of my correfy -
pondence ; they were William Todd, Efquire, ajudge
of the court, Mr, John Dennifton, and my brother
John Findley. Indeed I had no ufeful information -
refpeling the excife law to write : the bill to which -
the fecretary alludes, he acknowledges was not enacted -
till the fifth of June, and until the laft reading inthe - -
Houfe. Iwas induced by information from the treafury -
department to believe, that the excife would be tur-
ned into a direct tax on ftills, and an amendmént to .
that purpofe was.tranfmitted from the treafury depart-
ment to the chairman of the committee which brought -
in the bill, while it was under difcuffion in the Houfe,
but he did not fee caufe to move for its adoption. If I
had correfponded with the people who unfortunately
commenced the infurre@ion, I flatter myfelf that I
would have contributed by removing their wniftakes to -
have prevented their exceffes. Iam fure all with whom -
I have correfponded will bear witnefs that that weuld ,
+ have been my endeavour. <

When we reflet that the law in queftion authori- .
fed the ftate courtsto take cognizance of offences againft
the United States, that long befbre it was ena&ted the fe-
prétary had procured writstobe iffued outof thediftrict
court to compel the appearance of delinquent dif-
ééllets at Philadelphia, and delayed to have thefe writy
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executed until harveft, after the people had been
gratified with the reafonable expeQations of having
their fuppofed delinquency examined in the vicinity
of their refidence, and that thefe writs, the execution
of which produced the infurreQtion, were made return-
able in a manner ot at a time which rendered them of
no efle® ; I fay when thefe circumftances are candid-
1y refleéted on, the reader will be able to decide for
himfelf, whether there is not as folid ground, as the
"nature of the cafe can be fuppofed to admit, to con-
clude that the fecretary himfelf at this period con-
"templated and planned to promote the violent crifis
which tock place. By his own account we find he was
regularly informed by his fpies of the moft minute cir-
cumftances of the clandeftine outrages, and conduc-
ted hisplanin a manner thebeftcalculated to excite an
open rupture. If this was not his defign, whydid he not
ufe the proper means of reftraining offences in feafon,
and why did he not caufethe procefs to be ferved foori.
er, and ata more convenient feafon, or otherwife make
an experiment of the fuccefs of the ftate courts ?

The great error among the people was an opinion,
that an immoral law might be oppofed and yet the go-
vernment refpecled, andall the other lawsobeyed, and
they firmly believed that the excife law was an immo-
ralone. This theory became with many a religibus
principle, in defence of which they 1eafoned with
confiderable addrefs. In endeavouring to reftore
order, and fubmiffion to the laws, the moft arduous
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talk with peopls otherwife of good morals was to con-
vince them of the error of this principle. As nd riots
that I knew of were attempted in the county whete
I' refide, or by the people of it previous to the infur-
reftion, and as I had never heard afiy perfon threaten
any other kind of oppofition than laying afide their
ftills, I confequently knew nothing of this principle
being entertained till the infutrre@ion -took place; -but
Ithen found it to be one of the greateft obftacles to
people evenof good under flanding figning fuch afluran-
ces as might imply an approbation of the law.  Indeed
I defpair that people, refiding in fituations where ex-
cifes, applying direftly to agriculture, demand
two or threetimesthe quantumoftax inproportiontothe
price in the market for the produce of their farm, that
the farmers in more favourable fituations have to pay,
can ever be brought to approve of fuch a “law by any
methods in the power of government. Their objec-
tions are obvious and eafily comprehended, and
addrefs themfelves powerfully to their interefts; where-
as the arguments arifing from the unequal preflure
of impofts on the inhabitants of towns, and people,'
generally who manufa&ure little themfelves, and con-
fequently confume much of foreign manufaltures or
luxuries, not coming under their obfervation, are not
underftood nor admitted in abatement of their own
complaints ; confequently the citizens in fituations re-
mote from market are advocates for dire@ taxes, pro-
portioned to the value of property, and always pay
them without complaint. To explain the operation
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of other taxes, which tended to an abatement of the
preflure of the excife tax, and the inequality which
would arife from apportioning dire¢t taxes according
to the conftitutional rule, was the great object of thofe
who endeavoured to reconcile the people to the ex-
cifelaw. There were circumftances however which
could not be accomodated to the principles of juftice,
‘ Thefe were balanced with palitical conhderauons.
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C H A P XXIL

o T W O important quieftions have agitd-
ted the public mind, which the fa@s ftated in this
work, by beingjudicioufly compared, will aflift the read-
er in determining.  The firft is, whether or not the
infurrection was the refult of a previous combination
or preconcerted plan. The fecond is, whether or not
the march of an army into the country was neceflary
for procuring fubmiffion to the laws, protetion to the
tevenue officers, and obtaining proper fubje@s for
dtonement.  About thefe there has been a great vari-
¢ty of opinion. ‘

With refpe to the firft, the fecretary, in his report
ahd otherwife, has taken fo much pains to imprefs
the public mind with an opinion that ftate officers
ufed the weight of their official influence in promoting
combinations and hoflility againft the laws, that even
members of Congrefs had heen employed in maturing
the refolution to bring matters to a viokent ¢rifis, and
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this opinion has been fo induftrioufly promoted in the
army and throughout the United States by vatious
means, that notwithftadding it has not been fupport-
ed by a fingle well attefled faQ, the impreffion that
has been made by it is not yet fully removed. By
the relation I have givén, however, it will appear, that
the infurrection commenced withcut any preconcert
among the people, and arofe from an event which they
could not have forefeen ; that even thofe, whofe names
afterwards made the greateft figure in the infurreQion,
were not privy to its commencement ; that if the mar-
fhal had ferved the remaining writ without waiting to
go to Pitfburgh and bring the infpeQor along with
him, he would have met with no interruption in the
difcharge of his duty, and the diflillers would have en-
tered for their appearance at Philadelphia, however.
diftrefling and unexpefted fuch a journey might have.
been to them. It is evident that if he had condufled
in this manner, the laft writ might have been ferved
before the evening on which the militia were rendez-
voufed at the appeal, and that if the infpector had not
come out with the marfhal and put himfelf unneceffari-
ly in the way, the attack on him would not have hap-
pened ; and that if he had not rafhly firft attacked the
party of young fellows, who came the firft morning to
his houfe, and killed and wounded a number of them,
the fecond and moft formidable attempt would not have
been made; and further, that if even on the fecond at-
tempt the papers had been given up, or the houfe had.
been permitted to have been fearched for them by a
few men felefled for that purpofe, the party would
have difperfed, the fubfequent meetings would not
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have taken place, and the rioters would have been
profecuted individually with fuccefs before the ftate -
courts, as they had been for the riot committed on the
ftate excifemen. ‘ '

So far were the judges of the county courts, or the
prefiding judge of the diftri@, from being in a combi-
nation againft the execution of the law, that on a {¢tu-
tiny, no doubt thie more fevere, that the former fuper-
vifor and the fecretary of the treafury had prejudged
their charaler, it appeared to full conviftion that '
they were without exception friendly to the execution
of the laws. It is certain thata profecution never fail
ed for want of fufficient zeal in the courts ; the difficul- *
ty wis to find evidence. It will appear furprifing that -
when the revenue officers could give fuch minute and
circumftantial information to the fecretary, which he -
details in his report, and more minutely in his explana- -
tory letier to the governor, that thefe fame officers
could niever produce teftimony to the ftate courts to
enable tliem to punifh breaches of the peace againft
themfelves ; and that even the teftimony which they
produced to fupport profecutions ih the federal court$’
was either evidently fabricated or doubtful. It is
acknowledged that the teftimony they procured againft
Kerr and Beer, was abfolutely falfe. It is not lefs:
certain that the teftimony given againft Robert Smilie
was unfounded, ang it is the general opinion that the
teftimony produced againft M‘Culloch and fome others
was equally unworthy of credit.

If the infurretion had been the refult of a pre-
concerted plan, fome difcovery of it would have been
found by the commiffioners of the United States and.

Pp
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of the fate of Peénnfylvania, while in the weftérit
country, but fo far was this from being the cafe that
the commiffioniers fent by the Prefident of the United
States to the weftern country, in their report, which,
though concife, gives an intelligent and candid account
of the temper and fituation of thé country until the -
day of figning the amnefty, and a relation of many of
the grievances of which the people complained, yet -
does not give the leaft countenance to the opinion -
that the infurre@on was the réfult of a preconcerted
plan, or that the ftate courts had been defective in
their duty, orthe judges, &c. oppofed tothe execution
of the laws; and it was on the information given in.
this report that the army was ordered to rendezvous.
It is printed in the proceedings of the executive, and
perfeQly agrees with the preceding relation as far as it
enters into the fubjedt.

The Report of the flate commiffionérs, who adted -
in concert with the commiflioners of the United States; -
is not printed, but I have an authenticated copy of it
before me. It is contained in a feriés of letters writ-
ten from the wefterncountry to the governor, and pre-
ferved on files in the fecretary’s office. ~ As itis not in
print I will give fome extra@s from it: In page 2, the
commiffioners give the following ftatement.

% The marfhal of the diftri of Pennfylvania had
procefs to ferve on divers perfons refiding in the coun-
ties of Fayetie and Allegany, and executed them all:
(above thirty) without moleftation or difficulty, ex-
cepting one whichi was againft 2 Mr. Shaw. - He or
fome other perfon went to the place where dofor
Beard, the brigade infpeQor for Wathington county



INSURRECTION, g07

was hearing appeals made by fome.of a battallion which
had been called upon for itsproportion of the eighq'r
thoufand men required to be in readinefs agreeably
to an a& of congrefs, There were upwards of fifty
there with their fire-arms, to whom it was related that
the federal fheriff, (as they ftyled the marfhal) had
been ferving writs in Allegany county and. carrying
the people to Philadelphia, for not complying with the
excife laws, and that he was at general Nevil's houfe.
It was in the night of the———of laft month; be-
tween thirty and forty flew inflantly to their arms, and
marched towards Mr. Nevil’s above twelve miles dif-
tant, where they appeared early next morning.—
The delinquents againft whom she Marfhal had pro:
cefs told him that they would enter their flills, and
f)ay him the excife together with the coft of fuit.
Major Lenox applauded their prudent condud, and
told them that though he had net authority to comply
with their wifhes, yet, if they would enter their flillg
with the infpe@or, and procure his certificate, and fend
it to Philadelphia, upop payment of the monsy du&
with the cofts he was perfuaded 3ll further profecution
would be ftayed. If this detail istrue, it is evident
that the outrages committed at Mr, Nevil's houfe weré
not owing to deliberate preconcerted meafures, but
originated in an unbridled guft of paffion artfully rai-
fed among young men, who may have been at the
time too much heated with ftrong drink.” :
a In their third letter the commiffioners, flating the
difappointment of their expetations from the meeting
at Redftone old Fort, occafioned by an armed pariy,
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and the outrageous behaviour of Mr. Bradford, thus
exptefs themfelves : ¢ From our beft conjecture .the
people of Wafhmgton if governed by what appears to
be the majority, will prefer a civil war to a fubmiffion
to the excife laws, fo infatuated and frantic are their
leaders in oppofition; a great majority, however, of the
other three counties, are friends to peace gnd order.”

" To explain this chara@ter of Wathington county,
jtis to be remarked that it was believed that the armed
party whofe prefénce and behaviour terrified the meet-
ing came there from Wathington county, in concert
with Bradford, for that purpofe. . T was prefent, and
believed this to be the ‘cafe, until afterwards that it
was fully proved that ;he company in arms knew no-
thing of the meeting being held there, till they were
near the ground, and that their whole objet was to pay
an unfriendly vifit to Mr. Jackfon. I heard the man,

who I am fince mformed was the leqder of the party,
cenfure Bradford’s harrangue while he was delive-
ring it to the meeting ; yet it is certain the fpmt of
oppoﬁnon was firenger in a Part of that county then in
any other place: _

In their fourth and laft letter, wmten from Bedford
when the commlﬂioners were on their return, they fay
“Upon the whole we entertain a reafonable hope that the
~great mafs of the people will comply with the terms
-propofed, and be dutiful citizens in future, apd that
their example and influence will in'a few days prevail
.on woft of the refidue to do the fame. However it

nuft ot be concealed that there are feveral unruly

,and turbulent {pirits, who will require corre&non and
pum{hment and thefe men having little}or no proper-
ty.to lofe, may poffibly create new difturbances.
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Should our opinion prove to be well founded, it is pro-
bable the ordinary courfe of judicial powers may be
{ufficient to reduce them to fubmxﬂion and order, wnth—
out military aid.”

The commiffioners of the Union and of the ftate,
concurred in their confultations and meafures ; as far
as there was any difference, the chief juftice was the
moft fevere ; he wanted to have the committees to fign
affurances individually at the firft, and to have the
power of the civil magiftrate, put to the teft without
delay. Though this was complained of at the time,
as too fevere, the people were afterwards convinced
that he was for their good ; in one inftance, he urged a
juftice of the peace toexert his authority, and he did
it with fuccefs.

The refult of the fcrutiny made by the judiciary,
aided by the terrorsof the army, the difpenfing power
of the comtander in chief, and the artfuland arbitrary
condu@ of the fecretary, and alfo the examinations of
numerous witneffes ‘before ‘the circuit court held at
Philadelphia and York, 'agiee in proving to a demon-
ftration, the truth of the opinion given by the com-
miflioners, that the outrages committed at M. Nevil's
boufe, were not owing to deliberate preconcerfed meafures,
but originated in an unbridled guft of paffion, &e. '

With refpect to the fecond queftion, viz. whether
the march of an army into the weltern country was
neceflary, &c. I have already exprefled my own opi-
nion that it was not neceﬁ'ary for the objects propofed
and in this I was fupported by that of well in~

_ formed perfons who knew the ftate of the country bet-
ter than' I did myfelf. Ihave beeo particular in my,
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enquiries of the fame and othgr well informed pcrfons,g
year fince the mfurreé'ho*l and though it is the opinion
of fome md1v1duals, that the fubmiffion to the laws
by fome of the moft obRinate people fouth of the
Monongahela, was fooner accomp‘h{hed and rendered
more compleat by the march of the army into the
couniry, than it would otherwife have been ; yetit is
afreed by all, with whom I have converf;d on the fub—
3, that in all other parts of the country the fubmif-
" fion would have begn Compleat without it. The grea-
ter number of well informed perfons, however, be,
Yieve that it would have been compleat in all the
counties, but this (act cannot now be afcertgined with
precifion. It is certain, that the ftate courts were at
po time interrupted, and that they have fince fenten-
ced to correttion and punifiment fuch as they [hought
mfer ed it for offences committed during the diftus-
h.nces, with as licle difficnlt y as at any other time,
indeed, I never knew of a procefs from a juftice of the
pcaye refifted evenin the time of the mfurreuxon, and
the magxﬂ)ates had in many places proceeded agamﬁ
utfenders without reﬁﬂance, before tlie army left Cay-
{:0e.  In the places where the difturbances prevax]ed
ine alarm and terroy wag fo great as 1o render it im-
Px udent, if not 1mpra&n.able, to execute thelaws of the
fiete, until the agitation would fubfide, and till the
fr ends of order could know and put confidence in each
olLlier. ]

Bet after all, I do not conclude that it was impro-
per in the Prefident to order the army to adva‘nce‘imq
e country. I have no doubt, but that if he had re-
ce1ved the fame affurances before the different divifiong
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of the ariny tad rendezvoufed, which hedid at Carlifle,
he would not have ordered the army to march ; but he.
muft have judged the affurance; to have been in 4
higher degree unequivocal, than could be procured in
fo {hort a time, to have convinced him of ihe pro-
priety of putting a ftop to the expedition when it wog
fo far advanced ; for however confident Mr. Redick
and myfelf were, who drew our information from our
own obfervations, and the obfervatioris of others in.
whom we had perfect confidence, taken on the fpot, yet
as the Prefident had ot the cpportunity of making ¢i-
fervations for himfelf, we could not expect his coufi-
dence to be fo compleat ot fo firmly eflablifhed a¢
ours,

The dxfﬁbultv that had been experxenced in raifing
the army at the ﬁxﬂ, and the eagernels difcovered Ly
the olficers and others at Carlifle to march into the
weltern counties, mutt have had its weigiit with the
Prefident in détermining him to carry forward the ex-
pedition. He might reafonably conclude, that tad.
confequences in future might refult from difgufiing
them, by what thofe of greatelt influence might think.
a premature difcharge. As he mixed every cay wiilk
the army, in order to imprefs it with a proper feufe of
the importance of fubordmauon to the laws, it is nct
to be doubted, but that he availed himfelf of this cp-
portunity of dilcovering its difpolition, and that his
determinatton was in fome meafure influenced by that
difpofition; fior is it to be doubted, but that the advice
of fecretary Hamilton, and his induence with the ariuy,
were exerted in favour of carrying cn the expediticn.
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His information and advice werecalculated to promote
that objed from the firft.

The Prefident, however, did not confider the num-
ber of the army, nor itsadvance into the weflern coun-
try, as deftined exclufively for reftoring fubmiffion to
the laws, or coercing offenders in that quarter ; the
flame had caught in other places, and difcontents pre-
vailed and liberty poles were erefted, through a great -
extentof country, on the eaft fide of the mountains,
and a rifing had aQually taken place in the ftate of
Maryland. It was thefe untoward circumftances which
prevented the Prefident from giving longer time for

. the people in the weftern counties to reflore order by

their own efforts ; for further information on this fub«
je&t, the chapters which defcribe the temper of the -
army at Carlifle, and the communications of the Pre-
fident to the commiffioners from the Parkifon ferry
meeting, may be examined.

I have fuggeited oftener than orice, that the kead
of the revenue department conducted the execution
of the law in the weftern diftri, in a manner that was
calculated to promote the event that happened. To
fupport a fuggeftion of this nature, pofitive proof can-
not be obtained ; to me, however, it appears better
eftablifhed than could reafonably have been expeéted ;
from the means I had ufed to promote adue execution
of the law, and the obfervations I had made on the
manner in which it was conducted, I had fufpeé}ed
his defign, and for fome time looked forward ‘to the
eventwithdread ;butinthefpring of 1794, when compe-
tent powerswere vefted in the ftate courts, my profpecs
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brightened, and I blimed myfelf for my fufpicions.
But the mine wasready “o be fprung, when I had flat-
tered myfelf that the danger was over. I will not how-
éver, recapitulate the grounds upon which my opinion
was fourided, but leave the reader to examine and
compare the faéts for himfelf, and Judge of the refult.
The fa&s are truly ftated.

Q4
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"APPENDIX

: U “ MEN the Prefident received the infore
-mation of the daring outrage committed at the houfe of the
Infpector, he held a conference with the heads of the depart-
ments of the federal government, and the governor and law
officers of the ftate of Pennfylvania, and though no record is
-preferved of the fentiments exprefled on that occafion, yet it
-is known, that the chigf juftice of the ftate, gave it as his
opinion, that the power of the judiciary fhould he fuyrther
exerted, and have a full and fair trial, before it would be pro-
per to employ a military force, and that the governor and
law ofhicers of the ftate, and the fecreta'ry of ftate of the United
States, concurred with him in that gpinion. In fupport of
this opinion, the governor made a communicatiou t9 the Prefi-
dent ‘in writing, dated the 5th of Auguff, v794. The cors
refpondence which commenced with this letter, is tg be found
in the executive proceedings, fram page 58 to98.

In this communication, after ftating the outrages that had
taken place, together with their fpecial circumftances, the go-
vernor proceeds to remark ¢ that whatever conftruction may be
given on the part of the United States, to the facls that havs
been recited, I cannot hefitate to declare, on the part of Penng
fylvania, that the incompetency of the judiciary departmeng
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of her government, to vindicate the violated laws, has nog at
this period been fufficiently apparent, and that the military
power of the government ought not to_be employed until its
judiciary authotity, after a fair experiment, has proved incom.
pctcnt to enforce obedience, or to pumfh mfraéhons of the
laws.”

After ﬁatmg the principles on which the military force can
with propriety be called forth, in.aid of the cw;l authority, he
proceeds to fay : « l:xpcnence furnifhes the ftrongc{t induce-
ments to my mind, for perfevering in this lenient courfe, Riots
have heretofore been committed in oppofition to-the laws of
Pennfylvania, but the rioters have mvanahly heen punithed
by our courts of ]uﬂ;lce, In oppofition to the laws of the
United States, in oppofition to the very laws- now oppofed,
and in the very countiés fippofedto be combined in the pre-
fent oppofition, riots haye likewife occurred, but in cvery ine
ftance, fupported by legal proof, ‘the offenders have been in-
dicted, convicked and pmn(hcd before' the tribunals of the
ﬁatt This refult does not announce 2 defet of jurifdiétion,
a want of judicial power, or dx[’poﬁtnon to punith infractions
of the law; 'a neceflity of  an appeal from the politigal to
the phyfical ftrength of. the nation,

“ But another principle of policy deferves fome canfi deratlon.
In a free country it muft be eéxpedient to convince t,'he citizens
of the neceﬁity that (hall at any time induce the government
to employ the coercive authonty with which it is invefted. To
convince them, that it i neceffary to call forth the military
power, for the purpofe of executing the laws, it muft be
fhown, that the judicial pewer has in vain attempted to punith
thofe who violate them, and therefore thinking, as I do, that
the incompeteney df the power of Pennfylvania has not been
fufficiently afcertained, Iremarked in the courfe of our late
conference, " that I did not think it would be an eafy talk to
embody the rgilitia on the prefent occafien.”
 Inthe conference, the governor had been called on to order
out the militia of the ftate, in_purfuance of a law of the ftate
which was fuppofed to exift, but which, on examination, was
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found to be repealed, The propriety of ordering out a mili-
tary force was then fuggefted to him, in confequence of his
general power to enforce the dye execution of the laws. The
difcuffion of this principle produced the cofrefpondence, from
which I have madc thefe quotations,

The fccretary of ftate of the United States, in his \cply td
the governor’s firft letter, docs not fo much obje& to the prin-
ciples advanced by the governor, as to his opnnon refpelting
the exifting c1rcunn(anccs, and after ftating the faéts and re-
citing the certificate from the ]udgc, which had been newly
obtained, he fays, ¢ Thus then, is it unequivocally ard inf
duc form afeertained in yeference to the gove rnment of the
Umted States, that the judiciary apthority, aftera fair and full
experiment, has proved incompetent to enforce obedience to,
gr to punifh infraltions qf the laws—that the firength and
aud"lcuy of certain lawlefs combinations havc baffled and de-
ftroyed the efforts of the judiciary authority, to recover penal-
ties or inflict pum{hments, and that this authouty by a regular
nonﬁcat'on of this ftate of thmgs, has in the laft refort, as an’
" auxiliary of the civil authority, ¢claimed the intervention of
the military power of the UInited States,” &c.

In the progrefs of this correfpondence, the fecretary of ftate
of the United ﬁtatcs informs the governor, that the quefticn
uneguivocally was, if he as the CXCCUJYC of the ftate has power
to put the militia in motion, previous to a. requifition from
the Prefident under the laws of the United States, if it thould
be thought advifable fo to do, &c. This qucﬁlon being thus
explxcntly ftated in the laft letter to the governor, and the ac-’
tual requifition of the militia rendering a reply unneceflary and
callmg the governor’s attention from the fubje&, we have to
, regret the want of his anfwer to it. But if I underftand him
rnL,htly in the preceding le tters, he did not conceive that he
was Ju{hﬁedby the conflitutional power vefted 1n him, in calling
out the militia, unlefs-he was convinced in his own judgmenf
that the judiciary authority was incompetent to vindicate the *
vxolatcd laws, or was cailcd on todo fo bya for mal requifi.
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tion from the Prefident of the United States. In vindicatiog

of that opinion, he fuggefts, that the Prefident’s refponfibility

is thiclded by the interpofition of the opinion of a judge of
the {upreme court, certified according to law, which the gover-
por’s is not.

"The governor fays, that itis certain that at the time of the
conference there was no fatisf2@lory evidence of the i mcompc-
tency of the judicial aythority, to vindicate the violated laws,
and that therefore he could not as the executive magiftrate pro-
cced to a milizary plnn.
~ The fecretary in behalf .of the Prefident difclaims his being
under an obhgatxon to judge of the validity of the teftimon
himfelf, and manifcfs his determination to depend on the de-
uﬁon made by the proper authority, viz. the opinion of a dif-
ri& or aflociate judge, to whofe refponfibility he folely refer-
red the LGm])(’uCl\Ly of the teftxmony Judge Wilfon who gave
t,he cflicial certificate which made it lawful for the Prefident to
aid the ]“du.ml authority by military forcc, did fo on his own
q inion of the validity of the teftimony that was laid before him
ly the executive. ’lhcre were np witnefles examined, nor
depofiiions tranfmitted ; fome private letters containing infor-
mation of thé falts and the geperal notoriety of the outrages
were confidered as fufficient vouchers on which to ground the
judge’s certificate, and this certificate was the authority which
warranted the military expedition.

It muft be admitted, that in times of public confufion and
danger the obtaiuing of legal tcfhmony would fometimes be
artended with too much delay, and that in fuch cafes the noto-
ricty of the falts fuperfedes the neceffity of legal forms ; ftill
however, theye is danger of mxftakcs, and it is certain,
that the Prefdent and affociate judge, were 1mpofcd on wtth
refpedt to fome material faéls refpeling the riots, until a feru-
tiny was made by the circuit court. Some of thefe impofiti-
ons were too deeply impreffed on the public mind by the re-
port of the fecretary of the treafury, in which they were fanc-'
tioned by his official zuthority, but exprefsly contradicted bx
uncxceptionatle teftimony taken before the court,
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The chief juftice with the concurrence of the other law
officers of Pennfylvania, at the conference, firft fuggefted the
plm of fending commiffioners fo the weftern counties, and
in aquiefcence with this advice, h: and general Irwin were
appointed by the governior to that fervice. Though in a letter
by the f°cretary of the 7th Auguft, the Prefident objects to the
governor s opxmon that a further trial of the power of the judi-
ciary thould be made, beforc the aid of the military force was
required, yet he fays, “that tomanifeft his attention to the prin-
ciple thata firm and energetic condut does not preclude the
exercife of prudent and humane policy he has (as the governor
has been alfo advifed) concluded on the meafure of fending
commiflioners to the difcontented counties to make one more
experiment of a conciliatory appeal to the reafon, virtue, and
patriotifm of their inhabitants, and has alfo fignified to you
how agreeable would be to him your co-operation in the fame
expedient, which you have been pleafed to afford.”

This interefting corrcfpondenc\, chiefly embraces two fuba
Je&s of controverfy, viz. the refponfibility of the executives
of the union and of the commonwealth, and the incompe-
tency of the judicial authority, which is aflirmed in behalf of
the Prefideat, and objected to by the governor. Without Je-
ciding pofitively betwixt the twoopinions, it is worth obferving,
thatthough thelaw firft provndcd forfending fpecial feflions of the
court into the delinquent country, and afterwards vefted the
authority in the ftate courts, yet the competency of neither one
northe other of thefe methods prefcribed by law was ever put to
the teft, and that all the trial that had becen made of the com-
petency of the judicial authority was by the marfhal ferving.
the procefles, which gave rife to the infurreion, and that even
in this cafe, thaf officer ferved thirty nine writs wuhout molef-’
tation, to thirty four of ‘which at leaft a proper fubmiffion was
teftified, and that refiftance was offcred only in one cafe out of
forty, and not till the obnoxious infpeor affifted with his pre-
fence, and till the laf} cafe. It istrus, a d=puty marfhal was
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fent two fears before, but influenced by the advicé of the iri-
fpe&or and hls own fears, he did nidt attempt to exercife hig
authority; a fheriff of the county, of probably a marfhal of
good charaller refiding in the country, could at any time have
executed writs; it has been obferved, that fheriff Hamilton
propofed to do iteven in the time of the infurre@ion. The
Yeader will judgz, whether this was a fair and full tifal of the
incompetency of the judiciary, as afferfed in the name of the
Prefident,

If the judiciary authority hiad been exercifed agreeably to
the provifions made by law, ¥ am ¢onfident no infurre&tion,
nor refiftance would ever have happened, and if in addition to
fending commiffioners the governor had fo far rifked his re-
fponfibility, as to have embodicd a {quadron of light horfe and
tarched into the weftern coanties, order would havé been re-
ftored withoitt the aid of any other force; this tould have

cen a center for thofe who  were timid and well difpofed t&
tally round, and would fooner have proditced a diferimation of
parties; it would aifo have afforded prote€tion and given con-
fidence to the civil magiftrate, in places where the fpirit of op-
pontzou had the afcendant, and encouraged the ordcriy citizens
in all parts of the country. I will rtot affert that the governor
had competent anthority for this purpofe, but I cannot refrain
from exprefiing 2 with that he had conftrued his powers to have
extended fo far, and trufted fomething to the difcretion of the
legiilature afterwards. '

However, it muft be admitted in behalf of the governor,
¢hat he had little time for refleCtion ; for the decifive certificate
4was procured from the affociate judge the next day after the
conference, at which it was propofed to the governor to calt
out the militia under his own authority.

The citizens of Ohio and Monongahela counties in Vir-
ginia had beeni earncitly folicited by circular letters from Mr.
Bradford, who believed he had influence 2 among them, to join
in the ihfurreGion, or at all events to attend tlie Parkifon
meeting, and give their advice. He no doubt expedted them
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to ftrengthen his party at that meeting in order to form a cofn,

bination againft the authority of the government. Three de«

legates attended from Ohio coynty at this and at the Redftone
meeting, but I have not been informed what part they acted ;

it appears, they waited on the commiflioners at Pitt{burgh,

along with the firft committee of twelve. "The commiflioners

informed them that they had no autherity out of the fourth
furvey of Pennfylvania, but at the fame time encouragcd them

to expec no further troyble for indictable offences, if they gave
affurances of fubmiffion to the laws for themfelves, and in

behalf of thofe by whom they had been delegated. They feem

to have been fent but by a féw people, and I do not find, that

any thing further was done refpeting them. There had been

but one riot committed there ; the colle¢tor of the revenye ap-.
Ppears to have given up his papers {o the rioters without refift-

ance ; therefore, there were no inftances of ﬂagrant outrage,

The averfion poflefled by the citizens of thofe copnties of Vir-
ginia to the government and laws of Pennfylvama, and to the
people of it near them, occafiened by the territorial conteﬂ:, '
had a good effect in preventing a union in the prefen; oppo-
fition,

Before the army left the weftern country, a feparate corps
confifting of not more than 2,500 was raifed for a term, not
exceeding three months. They encamped near the Monon-
gahela on the fouth fide, under the command of general Mor-
gan. This meafure was fan&tioned by alaw, dated November
29th, 1794. The objet of continuing this force in the coun=
try was fo caufe the laws to be duly executed, thcy were partly
raifed out of the corps that were employed in the expedition,
and partly inlifted in the country ; many of the laft were faid
to have been the moft troublefome of the infurgents : I was not
acquainted with any of them, and as they encamped near forty
miles from where I refide, though they remained a confidera-
ble time in the country after I returned from Congrefs, I heare

" more of them thanif they had not beenin the country,
v R r : . :
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Phe people in that part of the country, however, complain,
that many of them for fome time at firft, demanded free quar-
térs and fuch things as'they ftood in need of without pay, and
that fome of the officers committed indictable offences; but
-wheén' the perfons, againft whom the offerices were committed,
commenced profecutions, they fettled the difputes amicably,
and behaved well for the futute. And when the people took
courage to refufe to fubmit to ir‘npoﬁtions', ‘the foldiers ceafed
té demand free quarters or to be otherwife troublefome.

* Before the army left the country, the commander in chief
prefcribed the form of an oath which he required the juftices
of the peace to adminifter to the citizens, whom he comman-
ded to appear indiferiminately before the magiftrates for that
purpofe. - It was taken by a number of people in Pittiburgh,
and I am informed by a few in fome otlier places. How ge-
neral Lee came to aflume the high legiflative authority, necef-
fary for ena&ing an oathof allegiance and requiring the ma-
giftrates to adminifter and the people to fwear it, I never have
heen informed ;3 it is not contained in the Prefident’s inftruc .
tions to him, nor had the conftitution vefted the Prefident
with authority of that kind. General Lee muft have known,
that a magiftrate had no authority to adminifier an oath, that

 the law did not prefcribe. = The people generally through thé
counties; however, paid no refpect to thefe orders. -

Previous to the returnof the army, he iffued a proclama-
tion agreeably to the Prefident’s inftructions, to ftop all profe-
cutions againft the irfurgents, except certain perfons therein
named. Several of the'excepted perfons afterwards gave them-
{elves up to general Mergan and ftood their trial, and were
cquitted. Bradford and a few others left the country, and
have not to my knowledge returned again. Thofe from Cyn-
berland and Northumberland counties, who were indicted for
ereting liberty poles, &c. had their trial put off till the fefli-
ons of the circuit court, held at Philadelphia, in" April, 1796,
and then the profecution was withdrawn by the diftrict ateor-
ney. In fome counties, on both fides of the mountain, thofe

¢
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J Frhd erefted  libetty poles were “heavily fined by the flate .
courts.

Before the fccretary of the treafury left the arm) ,he m:xde
arrangements for fettling with the dclmquent dx!hllprs He
direlted that they fhould be permitted to enter. their ftills en
. paying arrearages accordmg to the capacu) of t}‘e ftills, for. tl}c
year that commenced in June 1793, and for the current yeay.
It was fome timg in Dccember, before thefe arrangements were
made known. Many complied with the terms and entered their
ﬁ ils, and fome left them with the col]e&or, not havmg whcrc-
w.th to pay his demands. , Some in Weftmoreland, and per+
h aps in other counties, abfolutely refufcd to pay the arrcarages
for 1793, but ofiecred to pay for the current year, and enter
their fills, but the money was not received and permiffion to
_ enter their ftiils was refu"ed. They dcmanded permiffion to
enter their ftills again in June 17955 and were rcfufed Thcy
however continued to employ their ftills, and with a decnﬁon

‘ at law 5 they fay, they were always willing to fubmnt, but ha.d
& not opportunity to enter their flills. All the_ diftillers com-
of:

o plain of being obhged to pay the arrearages of 1793, becauf.,

: they had not an opportunity of chargmg it to the owner whor
7 had his grain diftilled, or laying it on the confumer accordmo'
to the intention of the law. . Some were making attempts to
fue for the recovery of what they had paid. ‘Thofe who ftand
but againft paying the arrearages, are moﬂ:ly men of informa-~
- tion and property, and they believe the fecretary had 16 autho-
rity by law to admit entries at any txme, but that which the
law prefcribes; mior any legal power to refufe entries of Ihlis,
on any conditions made by his own authority. Subpcenas
d _were ferved on thefe dclmquent diftillers faft fummer; but aftcr
: they had appeared at two courts, no profecutlon was com.
fienged.

Permiffion to enter ftills had been refufcd at the mfpe&mg
offices, the firft or fecond day after the month of June expir-
ed, immediately preceding the infurre@ion. What a pity it
was, that if the entry of ftills could be admitted at thé difcre-
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tion of an €xccutive officer in December, that the fame ditere-
tion had not been exercifed early in the month of July.
As no perfon riear where I refide was difturbed by the ar-
my, nor profecuted by the judiciary, there is no complaint, én
"their own account ; but on enquiry I find that in the parts-of
“the country were people againft whom there was no charge
‘were taken prifoners and dragged to Pittiburgh, and fevesdl
“of them to Philadelphia; there is much heart burning. -1
“have converfed with fome men of influence, who were at 'all
~ times the warmeft friends of government, who acknowledge
" that their confidence in, and love of, the government, is much
_abated. 1 mention thefe circumftances to fhew how much
"better it would have been to have made a feafonable and ener-
getic ufe of the ordinary powers of government, before things
~came to fuch a crifis as to require fuch extraordiary reme-
'dies, as can {carcely be fo conducted but that they will create
fome new grounds of complaint. Every other means fhould
* be ufed to the utmoft before a militia army is raifed; for if they
are frequently called forth, or called forth on a fervice which
they find not to have been abfolutely neceffary, or the neceflity
of which they think might have been prevented, it will not
"be eafy to roufe them again’ when the public intereft nray re-
quire it ; in this cafe a ftanding "army may become neceffary,
“and I know a ftanding a#iny is not the with of the people of
the United States, and hope it will long be unneceffary.
" Inoneyear fincethe infurre&tion the weftern furvey of
Pennfylvania has remitted to the treafury about 20,000 dollats
of excife tax. This amounts to one fifth of the mett revenue
‘raifed in one year on {pirits diftilled from domeftic materials
in the whole United States. It is true this inclut{es the arrear-
‘ages arifing from the preceding year. Of thefe I donot
know the amount ; but when it is confidered that many left
their ftiils with the colletor rather than pay the arrearages,
and that others preferred ftanding an aétion which is not yet
decided, the greater part muft be fet to the account of the
‘year 1795+ If other parts of the union paid in the fame pre-
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- portion as to the number, without calculating on’ the wealth
of the inhabitants, the aggregate amount would be little fhort
-of a million of dollars annually.
Whatfoever difference of opinion miglit have exifted as to
the policy of the meafure when the excife law was enaled,
" there could be but one opinion among difpaflionate citizers
with refpedt to the impolicy of repealing it on the account of
a riotous oppofition in a part of one fmall furvey, while that
mode of oppofition continued, and all other parts of the union
““profeffedly fubmitted ; but now when the authority of the law
is acknowledged throughout the union, it is proper to enquire
into the produivenefs of the revenue arifing from it, and
* the expediency of continuing it. It is not my object to make
any obfervations on the general principles of an excife fyftem,
" its fuitablenefs to, or praticability in, this country ; but if
it is true that, notwithftanding the frequent revifions of the
law, this tax does not yield 100,000 dollars as net revemue,*
- that from fome ftates, where it is reafonable to fuppofe a confi-
* derable quantity of thofe {pirits aremanufaltured and confumed,
after an experiment of five years, little or no revenue can be
procured, though the officers receive their falaries for colle&-
ing it. If it is true that nearly one-third of this revenue is necef-
farily expended in the colle&ion of it, and that the compara<
tive quantity of {pirits diftilled is decreafing, and the importation
and confumption of fpirits and other liquors have rapidly ins

® So tmuch of the amount of this revenue, asit is Rated in the official reports,
depends on eftimates for which the data are not certain, and the drawbacks for that
yedr not being fully afcertained, ‘thefe flaiements may not be perfely accurates
but, by the official ftatements for the year ending with June 1795, the produce cf
the excife on domefic fpirits s to about 140,000 dollars, for. the year 17g¢2,
the expence of colleting amounted to more than 41,000 dollars, exclufive of the
sdditional expence occafioned by it in the accounting offices of the treafury deperts
ment; adding this, and including the expence ot new, though unprodutite
difiri@ts fince ereCted, the whole expence of collefling canpot be eftimated at lefs,
than 43,000 dollars perannum; taking this from 140,000 dollars, leaves 95,000
dollars tothe revenue ; but this being fill liable to drawbacks on the revenue for
exportation, flating that the expence of colletion is equal to half the nett pioceeds
of the revenue muft be pretty near the truth,
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creafed, fince the commencement of the excife on domeflic
fpirits ;* 1. fay if thefe things are true, it may foon be proper
for the legifiature to enquire whether fo fmall an amount of re-
venue is a fuffictent object for the employment of fuch anum-
ber of oflicers, and for occafioning fo much difcontent in thofe
parts of the union, which are increafing moft rapidly in popu~
lation.

It is proper to examine whether even thxs fmall amount of
revenue may not prove a fource of jealoufy, and cventmlly
alicnate the affections and confidence of one part of the citizens
from the other. It is no unreafonable conjcdure to fuppofz,
that a criis may happen in the courlc of human events, when
this alienation may occaﬁon very difagreeable comcqucnccs,
which by feafonable arrangements might be prevented.

A riotous oppofition to the excife law in one furvey has al‘rca-
dy coft the} United States more money, than will probably be
produczd by that tax from the whole United States, when it
has been ten years in operation y and though it is to be expected
that the difplay of the power of government in enforcing fub-
miflicn to the laws in that inftance maylong prevent the neceflity
of anatherexpedition, either to protect the oﬂu_ers of government,
er to punifh offenders againtt its laws, yet it muft be acknow-
ledged that thig tremendous and expenfive remedy will not he
adequate to prevent evafions of the Jaw in fo-wide an extent of
territory, where the prepoffeflicns againft it are general. If the
levying an excife on this, and all other manufatures in the
countrys; would produc* a fufficient revenue to prevent the
neceflity of a dire&t tax, it would afford a firong argument to
thofe who atc oppofed to diret taxes, in favour of continning
and extending excifes ; but when it is difcovered that fome of
them, for inftance the excife on fnuff, will not produce per-
haps as much in a year as would pay the expence of making the

® By the official report, it appears that fiom the year 1791, in which the exclf=
en foirits from domefur: mateiials commenced, till the yedr 1794, the quantity of
imported fpirits increafed from 3,678,199 gallons, to 5,693,369 gallons. an ih-

&realc of nearly two-Gifths in the courfe of two years; and that the xm-)ouanon of
wines, porter and beer, has increafed in a much greater préportion,
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law, and that now, when a tax of 1,200,000 dollars appears to be
abfolutely neceflary, the greateft advocatees for excifes cannot
lay their hand on fubjeQ@s for fuch taxes, it is time to enquire
whether it is proper to perfift in that courfe of taxation,

It will not do for us to depend on raifing effeltive revenues
from excifcs on manufatures, as fome nations in Europe do.
In thefe nations a great proportion of the wealth of the coun-

“try is velted in manufactures, and from them their exports
are_produced 3 but in our country, where manufactures are
in their infancy, and but a finall amount of capital vefted in
them, and where the wealth of the inhabitants confifts chief-
ly in land and obje@s of agriculture, or is employed in a
commerce which is fupported by agriculture; land itfelf with
the ftock that is employed on it, and commerce, maft be the
dernier refort for efficient revenucs, Ifanyaid can be drawn
from manufa&tures, I fulpe&t itcannot be procured to any
confiderable extent in the mode of excifes.  If this circum-
ftance had been feafonably adverted to, when the ftate debts
were a{Tumed, &ec. by thofe who are meft obftinately oppofed
to direct taxes, fo great an amount of revenue would not have
becn neceffary; but in the prefent ftate of our finances we
cannct put off direct taxes much longer, and when they come,
as come they muft, the writer will not avoid his fhare of the
public burthens. If he ftydied only his own i_utercﬁ, exciies
WOuld to him be the moft favourable mode of taxation, as the

proportion, he would pay in that way, would be much lefy
th.m would fall to his thare by a dire&t tn. '

NOTE [A] p. 183

‘We afked Mr, MFarlane if he would permit the office to
!;c l_jfept in his houfe, if gencral Nevil fhould be the officer ;
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Jbe anfwered, that if he was the officer, he was perfonally fa~
sbnoxious to the people, that it would be more prudent for
him to keep it for fome time in Pittfburgh, where the garrifon -
was; but that any perfon not equally obnoxious might open
an office with fafety in any part of the country, ‘W= did not
mention general Nevil’s name to the Prefident.

FINI1IS
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