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THE WRITINGS OF

GEORGE WASHINGTOMN.

TO TOBIAS LEAR.
PHILADELPHIA, 21 December, 1794,
My DEAR SIR,

Your letter of the 17th instant was received yester-
day, and I am glad to find, that an act of the Virginia
Assembly has been obtained for prolonging the term
for the completion of the inland navigation of the
Potomac. The like I hope has been or will be ob-
tained this session in the Assembly of Maryland.

A good opportunity presenting itself on Thursday
last, I embraced it to inquire of Mr. Morris if the
directors of that company might entertain any hope
of deriving aid from Mr. Weston’s opinion, respecting
the lock-seats at the Great Falls of that river. His
answer was; “ Mr. Weston, from some peculiar
circumstances attending their own concerns, had
been prevented from visiting that spot, as was in-
tended ; but that he was now expected to be in this
city in a few days (as I understood), when he would
propose and urge his going thither.”

The plan of Mr. Claiborne’s engineer, as far as
I understand it, is to avoid locks altogether. The
vessels are received into a basket, or cradle, and let
down by means of a lever and pulleys, and raised

I
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again by weights at the hinder extremity of the lever,
which works on an axis at the top of a substantial
post fixed about the centre of the lever. On this
principle, but differently constructed, Mr. Greenleaf
a few months ago showed me a model, the efficacy of
which he seemed to entertain the most exalted opin-
ion. My doubts of the utility of both arise, first,
from the insufficiency of any machinery of this sort
to bear the weight of the cradle, when charged with
water and a loaded boat therein, and its aptness to
get out of order by means thereof ; secondly, I do
not find that they are in general use; and thirdly,
because, if 1 recollect rightly, Mr. Weston has told
me, (but of this I am not certain,) that no method of
raising and lowering boats had been found equal
to that of locks. Still, as I observed in my last, 1
should be for hearing the opinions and explanations
of any and every scientific and practical character,
that could be easily got at, on this subject, and
therefore would hear Claiborne’s engineer, as well
as Mr. Weston ; especially as he professes to be par-
ticularly well skilled in the application of them in
propelling boats, (in an easy and cheap manner,)
against the stream, and in conducting of water to
cities or for any other purpose whatsoever.

The bill you allude to has not passed, nor do I
know what shape it will take if it does, and therefore
can say nothing more on the subject at this time,
than that there will be no precipitancy in engaging
either the agents or the means of carrying the law
into effect. If the measure, which I have recom-
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mended, should be adopted, with the importance of
it I am strongly impressed ; consequently, if anything
should be required of the President towards carrying
it into execution, I shall feel it in a particular manner
my duty to set it a going under the most favorable
auspices.

I now have and for some considerable time have
had, twenty five Hogshead’s Tobo. in the Ware-
houses in Alexandria, which at some times I have
forgot, and at other times have been indisposed to
take the prices which were given for Potomac
Tobacco on the Virginia side. Originally this
Tobacco was of the best sort put up dry—and the
quality of it reported to be exceedingly good. If
the latter is the case still it will in some respects,
and for some purposes, have the advantage of New
Tobacco—but what to do with it I know not. In
Alexandria it might not bring me 18/ per 100—
when in George Town (I mean in the Warehouses
at these places) it might bring a guinea.—I have
thought, but whether it be practicable to accomplish
it without difficulty I am unable to decide, that if the
Tobacco could be removed from the Warehouses in
which it now is, to those in George Town, and be
reinspected at the latter, that I might be a considera-
ble gainer by it. But admitting that 2475 can be
done without encountering impediments which might
involve inconveniences; or that would excite notice
or remarks, neither of which I should incline to
subject myself to; it would be previously necessary
to know whether the Tobacco would pass at the
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latter place ; for if it should be brought there and be
condemned, I should lose the whole and sustain an
expence besides, whereas in its present situation, it
will, I presume, command the price currant in Alexa.
If the suggestion here mentioned can be accom-
plished (without involving the consequences ex-
pressed above) the best expedient that occurs to
me to effect it, is under the idea of its being pur-
chased by, or rather offered for sale to a Maryland
Merchant, to have it re-examined where it is, in
presence of the George Town Inspectors, who should
be paid for their attendance and who should declare
to the supposed purchaser whether they would pass it,
were it brought to the Warehouses in George Town.
If in the affirmative, and there is no other impediment
to the measure the whole business might be easily
accomplished by the removal—reinspection—and issu-
ing of new notes; either in my name, or in that of
the supposed purchaser—the last of which for several
reasons 1 think would have the best appearance.
Whether this project can be carried into execution
or not, is, to me, uncertain ; but, to avoid delay, and in
order to enable you to do it if it should be thought
eligable, I send you the notes for this purpose, or to
know what the Tobacco would sell for where it is, if it
be not eligable to remove it. They may be kept, or
returned, according to circumstances. In the Ware-
houses at George Town—1I have—or ought to have
by this time 9,000 lbs. of Crop Tobacco, as you will
perceive by the enclosed letter to me, from Colo.
Deakins ; the same by this also.—
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I return Dr. Currie’s letter, with thanks for the
perusal of it. The picture drawn in it of the state of
things in his own country, and the details which he
gives of those of the belligerent powers, are gloomy
Jor them indeed. All here are well, and all join
in best regards for you, with, dear Sir, your affection-
ate, &c.

TO HENRY KNOX, SECRETARY OF WAR.

PHILADELPHIA, 30 December, 1794.

SiIk,

The considerations, which you have often suggested
to me, and which are repeated in your letter of the
28th instant, as requiring your departure from your
present office, are such as to preclude the possibility
of my urging your continuance in it. This being the
case, I can only wish that it was otherwise.!

I cannot suffer you, however, to close your public
service, without uniting with the satisfaction, which

1 From General Knox's Letter.—** Sir ; In pursuance of the verbal communi-
cations heretofore submitted, it is with the utmost respect, that I beg leave
officially to request you will please to consider, that, after the last day of the
present month and year, my services as the Secretary for the Department of
War will cease. I have endeavored to place the business of the department in
such a train, that my successor may without much difficulty commence the
duties of his station. Any explanations or assistance, which he may require,
shall be cordially afforded by me.

‘* After having served my country nearly twenty years, the greatest portion
of which under your immediate auspices, it is with extreme reluctance, that
I find myself constrained to withdraw from so honorable a station. But the
natural and powerful claims of a numerous family will no longer permit me to
neglect their essential interests. In whatever situation I shall be, I shall
recollect your confidence and kindness with all the fervor and purity of affec-
tion, of which a grateful heart is susceptible.,”—December 28th.

Timothy Pickering, at this time Postmaster-General, was appointed to
succeed Henry Knox as Secretary of War on the 2d of January, 1795.
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must arise in your own mind from a conscious recti-
tude, my most perfect persuasion, that you have
deserved well of your country.

My personal knowledge of your exertions, whilst it
authorizes me to hold this language, justifies the sin-
cere friendship, which I have ever borne for you, and
which will accompany you in every situation of life ;
being, with affectionate regard, always yours, &c.

LETTERS TO WILLIAM PEARCE, 1794.'

The reason why I preferred increasing the quantity of Corn
ground in these fields is, that nothing might interrupt the manur-
ings of one field, at each farm, every year with green manure ;
while the Cowpens, and dung from the farm yards would do the
like to the poor parts of a second field, annually. By this means,
and a judicious rotation, I am not without hope of bringing my
land, in time, into a profitable state of cultivation ; and unless
some such practice as this prevails, my fields will be growing
worse and worse every year until the crops will not defray the
expence of the culture of them.

By the report of the week before last, it appeared that Stuart
was plowing in No. 7; but as that field, according to the rotation
which I have by me, was to remain this year in Pasture I could
not account for it, otherwise than as a mistake in him, or a direc-
tion of mine which I had forgotten ;—the reason however, of my
mentioning the matter again, in this letter, is, that if that field is
designed for oats and buck wheat, the part or such proportion
thereof (as you like) which was designed for the latter, may go
into corn in like manner as is allowed at the other farms ; but if
it has not been touched, nor intended to be touched this year,
(and I again desire that you will not undertake more than you
can execute well) then such part of No. 1 as you may deem
proper: or you may do what Stuart suggested to me before I left

! In continuation of Vol, XII., page 4o1.
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home, namely, to plant 2// the good ground in both No. 1 and No.
3 with corn and sow all the broken and poor parts of them with
buck wheat for manure. * * %

You may continue to eat of my meat, as the white people will
take it after it goes from your table, until your family arrives, and
afterwards also if it shall be found more convenient than to keep
separate stocks, as I believe it will. I perceive Thomas Green
draws fine flour from the mill, when the miller and others are
content with middlings, and which I am sure is good enough for
him. Does his agreement in this respect differ from others?
¥ * % 26 January, 1794.

My intention, with respect to the repairs of my house in
Alexandria and inclosing the lot, was, that every particle of the
work, except putting it together, should be prepared at Mount
Vernon, and carried thither by water ; for sure I am if the whole
was to be executed in town that four faithful workmen would do
more Ziere in one week than any four of mine would doina
month. I expected that Green, or some one that was a judge of
work, would examine critically what was to be done, that the
whole might be carried on in the manner I have just mentioned.
This, as far as the dwelling house is concerned, has been done
already, but not I believe with the accuracy that is necessary to
prevent mistakes, * ¥ ¥

I am so well satisfied of Thomas Green’s unfitness to look after
my Carpenters, that nothing but the helpless situation in which
you find his family, has prevailed on me to retain him till this
time : but if you perceive more and more, as your opportunities
encrease, that he is not to be entrusted, you had better be looking
out in time to supply his place another year, if there should not
be cause to turn him sooner off. * * ¥

I perceive my overseers are beginning to report the increase of
lambs this year as they did last, by which I never know what they
lose. Let them know it is my expectation, that every lamb that
falls, and every one that dies in the week, and what are actually
in being at the time, is to be precisely set down. It is from hence
only I can form a judgment of their care and attention to them.
According to their mode of rendering the account, I may, if an
hundred lambs fall in a week, and fifty of them die, have an in-
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crease of 5o only in the report ; and although this is true in fact,
it is by no means a fair or satisfactory state of the case. * * *
16 February, 1794.

The insufferable neglects of my overseers in not plowing as
they ought to have done in the fall, begins now to be manifest ;
for I perceive by the account given of the plowing, that I am
driven to the alternative of putting my oats into ground not half
plowed and prepared, and thereby little to expect from it ;—or,
in order to do this, be so late in sowing, as to hazard an entire
loss of the crop, if the Spring is not very moist and dripping ; for
I have seldom succeeded with oats unless they were sown before
the middle of March.

It did not occur to me in time, to advise running the rollers
over your grass grounds, and even the wheat, after the frost had
come fairly out of the earth ; nothing would have recovered both
more. The roots (even of that which had been thrown entirely
out) would have been pressed in such a manner to the earth as to
have shot forth fibers to restore the plant. Now, I presume, it is
too late, ¥ * ¥

Mr. Smith has, I believe, been furnished with fish from my
landing, and if he will give as much as another, ought to have the
preference ;—but before you positively engage, enquire what the
other fisheries are disposed to sell at. 4/ per thousand for
Herrings, and 10/ per hundred for shad, is very low, I am, at
this moment, paying 6 / a piece for every shad I buy. I am en-
tirely against any waggons coming to my landing; but there is
one thing which Mr. Smith, or any other with whom you engage,
must perfectly understand, if they agree to take a// (over what I
want for my own use), that is, when the glut of fish runs, he must
be provided to take every one I do not want, or have them thrown
on his hands : the truth of the case is, that in the height of the
fishery, they are not prepared to cure, or otherwise to dispose of
them, as fast as they cowld be caught ; of course the seins slacken
in their work, or the fish lye and spoil, when that is the only time
I can make anything by the sein ; for small hauls will hardly
pay the ware and tare of the sein and the hire of the hands.
Your account of the deficiency of sein rope would have surprised
me if it had not been of a piece with the rest of the conduct which
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has waisted everything I had, almost. Whatever is necessary must
be got, and I shall depend upon your care and attention, now to
guard me against destruction of my property, while it is entrusted
to your management.

Secure a sufficiency of fish for the use of my own people from
the first that comes, otherwise they may be left in the lurch, as
has been the case heretofore, by depending on what is called the
glut. * * * 23 March, 1794.

I have no doubt but that the late capture of our vessels by the
British cruisers, followed by the embargo which has been laid on
the shipping in our ports, would naturally occasion a temporary
fall in the article of provisions; yet, as there are the same
mouths to feed as before, as the demand consequently will be as
great, and as the crops in other parts of the world will not be
increased by these means, I have no doubt at all, but that, as
soon as the present impediments are removed the prices of flour
will rise to what it has been (at least) ; for which reason hold
mine up to the prices mentioned in my last; and if they are
offered, make a provisory agreement, to be ratified, or not, by
me. * % &

The imposition with respect to the garden seeds is very un-
justifiable ; 'tis infinitely worse than simple robbery, for there you
lose your money o7ly ; but when it is given for bad seed you lose
your money, your labor in preparing for the reception of them,
and a whole season. * * ¥ 6 April, 17904.

I wish you had discharged Green without any ceremony, when
you found him drinking and idling his time away ; as to any re-
liance on his promise to amend, there can be no sort of depend-
ance ; for it has been found that he is growing worse and worse.
The consequence of which is, that he dare not find fault with
those who are entrusted to his care, lest they should retort, and
disclose his rascally conduct; by which means work that the
same number of hands would perform in a week, takes mine a
month. Nothing but compassion for his helpless family, has
hitherto induced me to keep him a moment in my service (so bad
in the example he sets) ; but if he has no regard for them him-
self, it is not to be expected that I am to be a continual sufferer
on this account for his misconduct,
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I never could get an account of the corn made on my estate
last year, consequently can form no idea of the quantity now
on hand, nor of the prospect there is of its carrying me through
the year. At any rate it should be used with great care, but
if it is likely to run short, as much parsimony should be observed
as can comport with the absolute calls for it, on the farms, as I
know not where to get more ; and zhould find it inconvenient to
pay foritif Idid. * * ¥ 4 May, 1794.

Whether you will depend upon the first or second crop of
clover for seed, will be left to yourself; but I desire (if it be
practicable) that of this, of buck wheat, timothy, and in short
of every other seed which you may have occasion for next year,
may be saved ; as the cost of these things in the markets of this
city falls too heavy upon me besides being bad very often. 1
also request you will be particularly careful in saving seeds from
the several kinds of grass, which, from time to time, have been
sown in (what is called) the Vineyard, and other places, for the
purpose of experiments; or because they were given to me as
curiosities, or for the real value of them. And I hope you have
been, and will be attentive to such as I have sent you myself.
Is that which I forwarded to you some time ago (directing it to
be sown in some part of one of the meadows) come up well? It
was given to me for a grass of more value than timothy. If so,
all the seed that can ought to be raised from it; the same of St.
Foin ; which my gardener neglected last year until the seed was
almost lost. If cattle or horses will eat the fancy grass in its
green state, or made into hay, it certainly must be very valuable,
as it grows rank, stands thick on the ground, does not require
strong land, and will remain forever on it. Save what seed you
can from this. Some grows in the vineyard inclosure, and some
I believe in the li