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THE

PREFACE.

) I8 now full ten years, fince
I the infinitely wife and good
God, in the courfe of his
over-ruling providence, was pleafed to
vifit me with affli®ions which pro-
duced fuch melancholy thoughts in
me,that if they had continued might
have proved fatal to my health. But
pecaufe things paft cannot be amended
by forrow or complaint,Iaccounted it a
part of wifdom to compofe the dif-
order of my mind, by applying my
thoughts to things more agreeable.
And whereas from my tender years
I had been delighted with nothing
more than the ftudy of hiftory, phi-
lofophy and political gavernment, I
foon concluded that ane of thele
would be very much conducing to
my prefent purpofe and recreation.
A2 And
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And whilt T was deliberating
wth my felf about the -choice,
I was defired by fome good friends
to fer down in writing fuch poli-
tical thoughts as I had at feveral
times communicated to them, Partly
therefore for my own fake, and partly
for the fatisfaction of thofe to whom
I owed the greateft deference, I un-
dertook, among other things, to con-
{ider the fundamental maxims of the
republic of Holland and Weft-Frief-
land.

Thefe thoughts drawn up in
hafte, and without the leaft orna-
ment of language, I caufed to be
tranfcribed for the ufe of thofe friénds
who had prevailed with me to write
them, and of fome others, who hav-
ing a part in the government of our
native country, ftand obliged to pro-
mote the pubiick welfare, and confe-
quently to enquire into the means con-
ducing to that end. And 1 doubted
not that if any thing fet down in
thofc papers thould be efteemed fer-
viceable to my country, they would

upon
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upon occafion offer’d, make ufe of
it to advance the publick intereft.
Butcontrary tomy expecation,acopy
of this rough and imperfe& draught,
fell into the hands of thofe, who with-
out my knowledge gave itto a printe ,
in order to be publithed to the world.
And this I found to be done by
perfons of an eminent chara&ter, who
not only condeicended to perufe my
papers, but alfo to ftrike out fome
things and to add divers others, in par-
cular the 2gth and goth chapters of
that edition, treating of zbe reafons
why the liberty enjoyed in Holland
Jince the death of the prince of
Orange hath produced no more good
and whar publick advantages have
already rifen from the free govern-
ment. And indeed the flile of thefe
additions, as well as the fubjed,
plainly difcovers, that whatever had
been altered, added or diminifhed,
was done by perfons of fo greatand
profound knowledge of all affairs re-
lating to the united Netherlands and
government of Holland, that they
A3 feem
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feem to have tranfadted all thofe
things themfelves, or at leaft to have
been the principal perfons concern’d
in them.

But when the printer, in hopes of
more profit, had furreptitioufly re-
printed this imperfe&t work, which
was never defigned for the prefs, 1
refolved e@arefully to review it, to
make divers additions, and to reduce
the whole into a better order ; and
having kept it by me about nine years
(the full ume prefcribed by one of the
moft judicious among the * antients)
%o print and publith it to the world.

And becaufe the additions above-
mentioned have been highly efteemed
by many, and are accounted by me
to be of great moment, I {hall incor-
porate them without alteration in
this impreffion, which I own exclu-
five of all other, and infert them in
the fifth and fixth chapters of the
third past. I fhall likewife omit all
fuch matters as were expunged, out
of the fingular deference I owe to the

judgment

* Nonumque prematur in annum. Hor,
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judgment of thofe who did me that
favour.

To the truth of this I think my
felf obliged to add, that I was never
difobliged by any moharch, prince,
or great lord, much lefs by any of the
family of Orange: neither have I
ever received any particular favour
from the governours of any free ftate,
or defire any.  So that it would bean
apparent deviation from truth to af-
firm, that this work was undertaken
with a defign either to flatter the gover-
nours of this great and, powerful com-
monwealth, or to dithonour the me-
mory of the princes of Orange, who
were formerly captains general and
ftadtholders of thele provinces.  As if
my intention had been only to fhew
that the monarchical adminiftraton
of thofe princes was more prejudicial
to Holland, than that of any other
could have been.

On the contrary, the fervice of
my countrv, which 1 value above all
human concernments, was th= only
thing I had in view when 1 wrore

A4 thefe
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thefe papers. I am no flavith cour-
tier, who can be unconcerned for the
welfare of his country, and learns
to {fpeak or be filent, as beft pleafes
his mafter. 1 am a true Hollander
who always calls a /pade & fpade, and
hates all indire& paths.  ThatI might
therefore be in fome meafure fervice-
able to my country and friends, and
like a good citizen inftru& fuch as
perhaps have lefs experience, 1 have
endeavoured to inquire into the true
intereft and maxims of our republick,
and to follow the thread of truth to
the utmoft of my power.

And fince all men know that the
prefervation and  profperity of a
country depends upon fuch a go-
vernment as is confiftent with it-
felf ; and reafon informs us, that
the welfare of Holland is founded
upon manufa&ures, fithery, trade
and navigation, I think myfelf obli-
ged particularly to confider thofe
means of fubfiftance and pillars of
the ftate, with fome obfervations

upon the late government of a ftadt-
holder
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holder and captain general, which
fome ignorant and miftaken Ho/lan-
ders {till defire.

This did at firft bring me under
fome uneafinefs, becaufe thefe united
Netherlands, and particularly the
province of Holland and WWeft-Friej~
land, having had no other ftadthol-
ders and captains general, except the
princes of Orange and Naffax, 1
doubted not that many ignorant and
difaffe@ted perfons, more inclined to
the increafe of a prince’s power, than
to the freedom and profperity of their
country and themfelves, would not
fail to fay, that I had written this
treatife with no other defign than to
traduce and calumniate thofe luftri-
ous houfes. But when I confidered,
that no difficuities ought to difcourage
a man from performing his duty,
and that ill men, as well as ill things,
were to be * refifted, I refolved to
go on, without any regard to thofe
who had always oppofed the liberty
of this country, and to write for the

common
* Tune cede malis, fed contra audientior ito, ¥irg.
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common good, tho’ great namesfhould
happen to be concerned.

At leaft 1 may Juftly fay, that in
all that I hdve written either for my
felf, or my friends of the magiftracy
and others, touching thefe weighty
matters, I have always avoided and
abhorred the flatteries of fome writers,
which I think not only deftrudive to
nations, but to reafon itfelf; and
could never offer violence to my judg-
ment, or flavifhly lay afide my pen.
For 2 good man ought in due time
and place to fpeak the truthin the
caufe of his country, tho’ with the
hazard of his life,

I conceive the publication of thefe
papers cannot be blamed, urnlefs by
thofe, who maintain the monarchical
power of the princes of Orange to

' have been fo great in Holland and

Wefp-Friefland, that the fhadow of
it ftill remaining among us, ought to
be {ufficient to deter all men from
writing any thing againft the intereft
of that power, or to the difadvanta

of any perfons of that family, tho

n




Th¢e PREFACE.

in other refpe&s highly tending to
the publick fervice.

But if this were our cafe, we might
confefs, that no country ever fell into
greater flavery than Ho/land lay un-
der during the fervice and government
of thofe princes. Which I conceive
our greateft admirers of monarchical
government will not allow, becaufe
they ufed to extol the faid princes for
aflifting the ftates to refift the king
of Spain, in order to deliver this coun-
try from oppreflion, and not to exalt
themfelves into his place; comparing
them to Firgsnius Rufus, who ha-
ving {fupprefled the tyranny of Vindex,
defired only the following words tob
engraven on his monument ;

Here lies Virg. Rufus, who expoll'd

the tyrant, not for himfelf, but
Jor bis country.

Prince William and his fon might
in like manner have commanded their
heirs to caufe this their immartal at-

chievement

xt
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chicvement to be engraven on their
tomb,

Here lies .. ... who affiffed to de-
end bis country againf} our earl
Philip 11. king of Spain, in or-
der to deliver us from fervitude,
and not to be our mafler ;

if the ftates general had not order’d
more words to be added, tho’ to the
fame effe®, which may be feen upon
2 marble monument ereted at Delf?
1620.

But becaufe I truft my country will
not fuffer herfelf to be brought under
the like intolerable fervitude, at leaft
not in this age, I have prefumed to
fpeak of the true intereft and maxims
of Holland as far as I thought nee:{-
fary. And this after the confidera-
tion and mature deliberation of divers
years, Ihave delivered to be printed,
not without the knowledge and al-
lowance of my natural fuperiors, the

ftates of Holland and Weft Friefland.
I
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I have always been, and ftill con-
tinue to be a lover of the princes of
Orange, both as they were men, and
as far as their a&ions might tend to
the advantage of Ho/land and the reft
of the United Provinces. 1 willingly
acknowledge that prince #i/liam the
firft, with his fons Maurice and
Henry, have generally been efteemed
1n thefe countries as men endued with
noble and princely virtues, and ble-
mifhed with few monarchical vices.

For hiftory informs us that prince s rie.
William 1. in the 11th year of his ;’ﬁ:f"*
age, by the laft will of Rene de Chaa- §*=,
Jons, became heir to zll his vaft pof-
feffions : that at twelve he was placed
by his father in the fervice of the em-
peror Charles V. as his page, in order
to fecure that great inheritance to
himfelf, by complying in the point
of religion, and getting the favour of
the emperor. By this means he be-
came fo acceptable to Charles, that
he found no difficulty to take poflef-
fion of thofe great revenues in due
time. We are alfo told that he car-

ried
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ried himfelf with much prudence and
evennefs of temper as well in adverfity
as profperity ; that he had a good
underftanding, a tenacious memory,
and a magnanimous {pirit ; was not
at all infolent, but rather modeft, af-
fable, and of eafy accefs, by which
he gained the good-will of all forts of
men. In thort, we are inform’d that
he was a perfon of few words, and
knew very well how to conceal both
his thoughts and his paflions, tho’ he
defigned to purfue them with the
utmoft conftancy. He is faid to
have been neither cruel nor covetous 3
not wafting his time in gaming or
hunting, but on the contrary, free
from moft of thofe vices that reign in
the courts of princes.

Concerning princc Alaurice the
biftorians of that time fay, that his
elder brother Philip then living, and
by virtue of the will of Rene d: Chaa-
Jons, as well as in the right of his
mother, and that of primogeniture,
claiming the inheritance of his father,
as neceflarily devolved to him, he fo

acquainted



The PREFACE,

acquainted himfelf during the troubles
of the Netherlands, with all manly
and princely exercifes, that he became
a perfon of great ability. And tho’
at the death of his father he exceeded
not the age of 17 years, had no fums
of money in ftock, faw his father’s
eftate encumbred with many and great
debts, and his own affairs as well as
thofe of thefe countries in a very low
condition ; yet being naturally of
great penetration and fagacity, pru-
dent, frugal and laborious, he over-
came all thofe difficulties, and was
not blemifhed with many court vices;
not delighting in mufick, dancing,
hunting, gluttony or drinking.

As to prince Henry, his elder bro-
thers Philip and Maurice were heirs
to the paternal eftate and lordfhi
which his father left, and the latter
poflefled all the great offices of prince
William in this country (except the
ftadtholderthip of Friefland and Gro-
ningen, which fell to his nephew
William Lodowick) fo that there was

little appearance during his youth,
that

Xy
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that he fhould ever have been advan-
ced to thofe honours he attained to,
and therefore it muft be acknow-
ledged, that the courtiers had little rea-

fon te corrupt him in his education.
This prince was forty years of age
before he was advanced from the
command of colonel of the horfe, to
take pofleflion of the great offices, or
rather monarchical power that had
been intreduced by ways of violence
into the government of Guelderland,
Holland, Utrecht, and Queryffel; and
might have learned by the confpiracy
which had been formed againft his
brother upon thofe alterations, that
the fovereign power of thefe provinces
might be fooner and more certainly
obtained by real or at leaft feeming
virtues, than by opening force and
avowed vices ; becaufe the legal ma-
giftrates and the inhabitants of thefe
countries had not yet been accuftom-
ed to commend all the vices and ble-
mithes of princes for virtues, 'Tis
therefore faid in praife of prince
Henry, that he was affable and cour-
teous,
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teous, of a good underftanding and
great application to bufinefs; and
ufed not to mifpend his time in the
pleafures and luxury {fo common in
courts. And thefe three princes ha-
ving had a better education, and a
more free and ufeful converfation
with men than other monarchs and
princes ufually have, they became
more commendable and better mo-
narchs and princes, than they would
otherwife have been.

And if, notwithftanding all this,
any one will go about to afperfe the
lives, fervices and government of thefe

Xvi

deferving monarchs, as if they were yoom.

common ; and maintain that prince
William 1. was much addi&ted to
drinking after the German manner ;
if they fhould accufe him of inconti-
nency and riot in keeping fuch a court
as very much impaired his eftate, in
order to procure creatures to favour
his ambitious defigns ; whilft prefled
by ambition on one fide, and want
on the other, he ufzd all kind of arts
to make himfelf lord of thefe pro-

b vinces,

Strada.
Rheid.
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vinces, in prejudice to the king of
Spain, whofe right he who was his
ftadtholder ftood obliged to main-
tain, or elfe to lay down his commif-
fion, fomenting our inteftine difor-
ders, that he might render himfelf
{fovereign of all the Vetherlands, and
more efpecially of thofe parts which
were under his own government.

And tho’ this might be excufed by
faying, that * illuffrious ambition,
accompanied with poverty, may vio-
late laws and equity : yet his three
fons Philip, Maurice, and Henry,
can hardly be juftified, who mutu-
ally engaged in the year 1609 to take
pofleflion of their paternal and ma-
ternal eftates, and to divide them
equally, with the exclufion of all
their fifters and creditors, who had
any juft pretences upon their father’s
eftate.

Neither can thefe hardfhips be ex-
cufed or removed, by alledging that
at the inftance of thefe princes, the

ftates

* Si violandum eft jus, regnandi caufa violan-
dum eft. Eurip,
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ftates of the United Provinces were
moved to allow their fifters an annual
penfion, and the creditors of the fa-
ther recommended to the fame ftates
for payment., For we cannot from
hence infer any great virtues of thefe
princes, but only the goodnefs, gene-
rofity, and bounty of the ftates gene-
ral, and efpecially of the ftates of
Holland and Weft-Friefland.

But to return, if it be faid that
prince Maurice was not only fcanda-
loufly incontinent, but withal fo am-
bitious, that forgetting what he ow’d
to the province of Holland, and to
the beft patriots in the Leiceffrian
times, who next under God was the
principal caufe of his fafety and future
greatnefs, he took away his life in
a moft unwarrantable manner, and
contrary to the laws of that pro-
vince.

Lafly, If any man fhould accule
prince Henry of fhameful lewdnefs,
and affirm that when he had inheri-
ted the vaft poffeflions of his two
brothers, and been advanced to all

b 2 thofe
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thofe great and profitableoffices which
prince Maurice had enjoyed, he be-
came riotoufly profufe and extrava-
gant in his expences : that he mani-
fefted his infatiable ambition on ma-
ny occafions, by affluming much
more power than ever had been con-
ferred on him, intruding himfelf into
the ftadtholderfhip of Gromingen in
the year 1640, and wrefting the fur-
vivorthip of that of Friefland from
his own nephew count William ;
more efpecially by taking the field
for fo many years together with vaft
armies, at a prodigious expence, to
make his own name famous by con-
queft, tho’ to the prejudice and op-
preflion of Holland 5 and this in or-
der to make himfelf or his fon fove-
reign of thefe provinces. I fay, if
fuch things fhould be faid, fome men
would return the following anfwer.
Such accufers ought to know that
the princes of Orange, who are men
and not angels, {thould not be blamed
for fuch faults as are common to all
men, or at leaft to thofe of great

birth,
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birth, together with all fuch as are
advanced to the greateft dignities.
Inferior lords ufually and without
{cruple take pofleflion of their pater-
nal eftates without paying any debts ;
and all young and healthy men are
violently inclined to women. Be-
fides, ’tis not juft to require modera-
tion in the fons of princes; and in-
deed two of thefe having either ne-
ver married at all, or not ’ull they
arrived to a confiderable age, could
not be guilty of {o great a crime as if
they had been engaged in marriage.

As to the profufion and excefs of
drinking ufed in their court, to the
great diminution of its revenues, tis
a thing fo univerfally pra&tifed, efpe-
cially in the Northern parts, that
none of thefe princes ought to be
fo much blamed for it, as prince
Maurice deferves to be commended
for the frugality and fobriety of his
family.

And we have no reafon to wonder
at the ingratitude of the faid prince,
but on the contrary ought rather to

b 3 wonder
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wonder that any wife man, after he
has obliged princes in the higheft
manner, fhould expe& any better re-
compence, fince reafon and experi-
ence, with all the hiftories of antient
and modern times, do unanimoufly
teach us, that no other rewards are to
be expeéted from kings and princes
for extraordinary fervices. For prin-
ces being perfuaded that their inferiors
are alwavs bound to do them much
more {ervice than they perform, it
would be a rare and unexampled
thing to find one who fhould think
himfelf obliged to any. And if by
chance a prince of fuch underftand-
ing were found, he would hardly like
fuch a benefactor, and for that very
reafon fend him out of the world
upon the firft fair opportunity.

And therefore if the words of
Louife princefs of Orange, may be
taken for true, ¢¢ That the fervices
““ and good offices performed by the
“ advocate Barnefelt to the houfe of
“ Orange and NafJau, were {o great,
“t that he had adled not only like a

¢ friend

>
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¢ friend but a father, and that the

¢ family was obliged to acknowledge
¢ all they had received from thofe
“ of Holland to have been procured
““ by his means ;" then, according to
the-ufual courfe of things of this na-
ture, neither he nor the province of
Holland ought to have expe&ted any

other reward than they received.
Laftly, concerning the ambition of
thefe princes, ’tis well known that all
men {pread the fails to a fair wind.
Ambition in princes meets always with
applaufe ; and when they either en-
croach upon a free people, or advance
their conquefts by fuccefsful wars
abroad, they are exalted tothe hea-
vens, ftiled always auguft, enlargers
of their empire, and the moft glo-
rious of monarchs. And many will
be ready to fay that the princes of
Orange deferve as much praife for in-
creafing their authority in the govern-
ment of thefe countries, as induftrious
merchants for their ingenuity in aug-
menting their eftates by navigation
and trade. For the whole bufinefs
b 4 and

t.i
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and employment of princes confifts
in endeavouring to increafe their
power.

If any man fay, that as fraudulent
merchants are to be abhorred with all
their profits and ill-gotten goods, fo
deceitful and tyrannical princes ought
not to be commended for their fuc-
cefsful frauds and violences ; ’tis an-
fwered, that pripces are not ufually
efteemed for their truth, juftice and
integrity, like other men, but for
their power, and knowledge how to
exert both force and fraud upon a
happy conjuncture.

For an inftance of this, Philip the
fecond of Spain, by fixing his refi-
dence in that kingdom, and calling
home 4000 Spaniards, who were
the only military force he had in thefe
provinces, gave a fair opportunity to
William prince of Orange, who was
then in the vigor of his years, and
about 30, poflefled of a vaft eftate,
and by the king made ftadtholder of
Holland, Zealsnd and Utrecht, to
engage the ftates, together with the

in-
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inferior magxﬁrates and other inha-
bitants in his party. On the other
hand, the faid prince had great
opportunities to make himfelf mafter
of thefe countries, becaufe the ftates
themfelves, as well as the inferior ma-
giftrates and commonalty, had been
for many years opprefs’d under their
lords of the houfes of Burgundy and
Aufiria 3 none had CXPCI'ICDCCd the
happinefs enjoyed under a free ftate,
and few underftood the advantages of
a republic above the government of a
fingle perfon. So that he had great
caufe to hope he might not only with-
draw himfelf from the obedience he
ow’d to his mafters, but bring the
ftates themfelves under his power, to-
gether with all the inferior gover-
nours and inhabitants of thefe pro-
vinces, which would certainly have
happened in the year 1 584, if the hand
of a murderer had not put an end to
his life.

However the princes of Orange
have underflecod fo well how to ma-
nage their own affairs, as to obtain

an
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an increafe of power to be conferred
upon them from time to time under
colour of neceflity, or this failing,
to break through all rights, privileges
and laws, and yet deferved not fo
much blame, as the flates and infe-
rior magiftrates, who were intrufted
with the government of thefe coun-
tries, and who, by making four of thofe
princes captains general for life, fo ill
maintained and preferved the free and
legal government, that nothing could
bedenied to them, without hazard-
ing that liberty, or rather fhadow of
freedom, which they fcemed yet to
poflefs. Unlefs perhaps one might
fay, and prove by former experience,
as well as by latter complaints of our
inhabitants, that the power of the
captains-general and ftadtholders has
been fo great, even from the begin~
ning of our troubles, by reafon of
their numerous adherents, together
with the common people and ftand-
ing army, that men may more rea-
fonably wonder, how the ftates of
Holland and #eft-Friefland have fo

often
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often adventured to thew their zeal
to maintain their legal government
and liberties, with the apparent ha-
zard of their lives and eftates.

If thefe things are true, the reader
may conclude, that if the fates of
Holland and WeR-Friefland, with
the inhabitants, manufacures, fithery,
trade and navigation, have been into-
lerably burdened, and yet greatly
neglected and difcouraged during the
power of thofe officers ; whilft Hol~
land in the mean time was left with-
out defence either by fea or land, tho’
neceflitated to take up incredible fums
of money at intereft to carry on their
ambitious defigns: I think I have to
my power declined to publith the de-
fe&s of the princes of Orange, fince
I make no other than a general men-
tion of their infatiable defire of domi-
nion, which has exhaufted our trea-
fure, and weakened the frontiers as
well as the inland cities of the pro-
vince of Holland.

Befides,

xxvi
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Befidesitishopeda prudentreader will
eafily conceive what pernicious effects
might be expe@ed from a fucceflion
of fuch princes in the government of
Holland, and at the fame time con-
fider, whether the late prince 777/-
liam would not have proved another
monarch both in his life and govern-~
ment, if God, who is our deliverer,
had not taken him away before the
25th year of his age; fince he, being
the eldeft fon of his father, was to
inherit his vaft poffeflions and princely
dignities : and to this end in the year
1631, before he had attained the age
of five years, he was placed among the
governours of the United Provinces,
who feemed unwillingly willing to give
up the liberty of their country ; and
in all refpe&s to be able, willing and
neceflitated to bear an univerfal {la-
very, by granting and promifing toa
child the future fucceflion of all his
father’s offices ; and whether the faid
prince /7illiam the fecond, who was
continually converfant with foreig-

ners,
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ners, and other flavith courtiers, had
any better education or converfation
with men than other ordinary mo-
narchs ufe to have : or whether, after
the reverfion of the ftadtholderfhip
of Friefland had been taken from
count /#illiam, in order to qualify
the prince to obtain the eldeft daugh-
ter of the king of Greas-Britain in
marriage, this prince would not of
neceflity have been fovereign of thefe
United Netherlands.

An underftanding reader will alfo
confider, whether our late ftadthol-
der of Holland and Weft-Friefland
had not {pent his time in fuch a
manner, tho’ he died before the 25th
year of his age, as to furnith me
with abundant matter of writing, if
I were inclined to publith the ble-
mithes of his life and fhort govern-
ment ; and whether I have not {po-
ken of him with as much regard
and temper as my defign of ex-
plaining the intereft of Holland
would permit : and I conceive on this

fubje&
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fubje¢t I have fully manifefted my
moderation.

But to retutn from this long di-
greflion ; the reader is defired im-
partially to read this book, which
was written by me not only with a
compofed and fedate mind, but with
a fincere affection to truth and to my
country : and by weighing and con-
fidering what is here faid concerning
the true maxims and intereft of
Holland, he will be able to judge
whether 1 have effeted my defign.
And if he thinks otherwife, I defire
him however to believe that I have
ufed the beft of my endeavours to
that end ; and contenting my felf
to have done what I could, 1 think
I cannot but deferve thanks from
my native country, for exciting by
this attempt fome abler hand to
re&ify my miftakes, and finith the
work.

And tho’ the matters treated in
this book have been carefully weighed
and confidered fince tlie year 1662,

and
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and indeed {o much altered and en-
lax;ged, as to make the whole com-
pofition to feem new ; yet I would
not have any reader think that I be-
lieve it muft of neceflity pleafe him ;
fince in fome refpe@s I myfelf am
not contented with it, and particu-
larly becaufe it fell too haftily at
firft from my pen: and tho’ after-
wards it was maturely confidered
and review’'d, yet many pieces were
inferted, accommodated and fitted
to feveral parts, as well as my leifure
would give me leave, whilt 1
wanted -either time or application to
perufe the whole, as if i1t had not
been compofed by me, or to invent
and write with more order and me-
thod.

So that there is reafon to believe
that divers accidents may give oc-
cafion to review this fubje&, which
concerns the profperity of the moft
powerful republic at this day in the
world.  Which that it may be done
fuccefsfully, may our gracious God

grant
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grant us fuch happy times, as may
encourage men, both in public and
private, to conceive and write what-
ever fhall tend to the fervice of our
native country.

ME-
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triotifm, it may be fafely averred, that
there is no virtue to which it isfo firmly
attached. For if it ever happens, that

the people are mad enough to miftake it in one
age, thefe miftakes are amply over paid by the
tribute of praife and gratitude offer’d by pofte-
rity in the next. This we fee in the famous cafe
of the Atbenian patriot Phocien, in the hiftory
of the illuftrious Gracchi 3 and in the celebra-
ted brethren of whom I am to fpeak, who
fell fhort of the Greek and Roman hero’s in
nothing, and who go beyond them in this,
that they lived fo lately as toleave us without
doubt, as to their true charaéters, which it
thall be the bufinefs of the following pages to
explain ; with due refpe@t to truth, and 1t10
c the

I F fame be a reafonable incentive to pa-

xxxiil
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the facred memory of thefe martyrs in the
noble caufe of Liberty >

Corneltus and Yobn De Witt were the fons
of a very worthy and honeft citizen of Dor?,
who as he had reafon to glory in being their
father, fo he might juftly think it his misfor-
tune to “cutlive them as he did. His name
was Facob de Witt, and he had given incon-
teftible proofs of his integrity and abilities both
as a member of the ftates, and in the feveral
embaflies in which he had been employed
before he was raifed to the dignity of burgo-
mafter of Dort and deputy to the ftates of
Holland. 1In this capacity we find him in the
year 1650, when his highnefs #illiam 1.
prince of Orange thought fit to arreft him and
five other Deputies whom he fent prifoners
to the caftle of Lonveftein, for no other crime
than that of endeavouring to free their coun-
try from the heavy burthen of taxes and im-
pofitions with which fhe was opprefled, under
colour of public neceffity, but in reality to
promote and fecure the intereft of the ftadt-
holder ®; and from hence the Dusch patriots
were denominated, by the friends of the
houfe of Orange, the Louveftein Fation. Their
imprifonment however did not laft long, a
method being found to compromize matters
with his highnefs; at leaft for the prefent,

in

2 The reader will perceive, that not only the general hifto-
ries of Esllend, have been confulted in this work, but alfo all
the private memoirs and other pieces which contain any au-
thentic acccunt of the tranfations mentioned therein.

® Wigquefort, lib iii. iv. Le Clerc. Hiltoire des Provincies,
unies lib, 13. De la Neuville lib. x.
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in confequence of which the prifoners were
difcharged upon a voluntary demiffion of their
offices, by which their perfons were deli-
vered out of danger, and the prince of Orange
freed from the apprehenfions he had enter-
tained of their influence.

This extraordinary act of power however,
with fome others, of which the reader will
find very clear and impartial accounts in the
fucceeding work would probably have been
attended with confequences fatal to the very
being of the republic, if the death of the prince,
which happened on the 13th of November
1650 ¢, had not given a new turn to affairs,
and enabled the popular party in Holland to
put the government into fuch hands as they
thought fitteft for reftoring their affairs, by
leflening the debts and taxes with which the
people were loaded, and introducing fuch a
{pirit of liberty as is neceffary to fupport a free
commonwealth, which had been in a great
meafure ftifled under the adminiftration of
the laft princes of Oranmge, and which was
chiefly efte¢tedby the courage, wifdomn and vigi-
lance of thefe two brothers, of whofe tempers,
capacities and other perfonal qualifications we
will endeavour to give a fhort and clear ac-
count,

Cornelius de Witt was born on the 2cth
of ure 1623. His perfon was very agreca-
ble, and he had an air of majefty in his looks

c2 which

¢ Lion Retabli par Aitzma, p. 8s.

¢ The Reader will find paflages relating to this matter in fe.
vera! parts of the book, but particularly i the preface, and in
the 3d chapter of the third part.
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which very well became the employments he
afterwards filled. His temper was very lively,
his parts quick, bis judgment penetrating,
and his eloquence warm and unaffe€ted. He
difcovered in his youth a great genius for aca-
demical exercifes; when he grew up he ap-
plied himfelf to the ftudy of the law, and
amufed himfelf with looking into martial af-
fairs. He afterwards travelled to improve his
natural talents, and give the laft polith to his
education, which having effe¢tually done, he
returned home in 1650, and married Made-
moifelle Mary de Berkel, daughter to the re-
ceiver-general of the province of Holland.
Soon after the death of prince William 11. he
came into the management of affairs, being
advanced to the dignity of burgo-mafter of
Dort, deputy to the aflembly of the ftates of
Holland and Weft-Friefland, Ruard, that is,
governor and intendant of the dikesof the
county of Putten, bailiff of Beyerland, inten-
dant of the dikes of the country of Meerker-
ken, and curator of the univerfity of Leyden °.
Butof all his titles heis beft known by that
of Ruard Van Putten, by which he is called
in moft of the Dutch hiftories, to diftinguifh
him from his brother the penfionary, of
whofe chara@er we are next to fpeak.

Fobn de Witt was born the 25th of Sep-
tember 1625. He had in his infancy a feri-
oufnefs in his countenance and manners that
was very fingular. He applied himfelf to his

ftudies

¢ Hiftoire de Ia vie et de la mort des deyx illuftres freres
Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. I. p. z3t
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ftudies with incredible diligence, and the
quicknefs of his parts, joined to an indefatiga-~
ble induftry, rendered him, in the very be-
ginning of his life, the wonder of all who
knew him. Yet with all this fteadinefs and
love of learning, he joined not only the ac-
complithments proper for a gentleman, by
being perfectly verfed in his exercifes, but
whenever he thought fit to unbend himfelf,
had fuch a chearfulnefs in his converfation as
rendered him the moft agreeable companion
in the world. But amongft all the great and
truly amiable qualities with which the mind
of this extraordinary perfon was adorned, his
modefty and his magpanimity deferve parti-
cular notice. The firft was {o fettled and fo
unfeigned, that he took more pains to con-
ceal his abilities, than a vain man would have
done to have difpiayed them ; of which we
have a remarkable inftance, in his engaging
Francis Schooten to publith his Elementa cur-
varum linearum, one of the deepeft books in
mathematics that had in thofe days appeared,
and which was written by our author at
twenty-three.  As to his greatnefs of mind,
I will not pretend to give any fingle inftance
of it, fince every fact that will be taken no-
tice of in thefe memoirs may be confider’d as a
proof of it.  After receiving at home the de-
gree of doior of laws, he travelled for fome
years, and on his return, in 1650, he be-
came penfionary of Dort, and diftinguithed

c 3 himfelf
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him{elf very early in the management of pub-
lic affairs ¥,

The war between the Englifh and Dutch
republics commenced before Fobn de Witt
had acquired that influcnce which he after-
wards obrained 1n the councils of Holland.
He oppofed 1t however as far as he was able ;
he fhewed the ill confequences it muft necef-
farily have which ever way fortune inclined:
and when events juftified his difcourfes to fuch
a degree as that they feemed to be a kind of
oracles or prediétions, all who had the intereft
of the republic at heart endeavoured to pro-
mote his advancement, and to raife him to
that high ftation in which for fo many years
he held the helm of the commonwealths,
An opportunity offered very early for the gra-
tifying their defires. The Sieur Paw wvan
Hemflede, penfionary of Holland, died in the
end of the month of February 1653 ; and the
ftates of Holland being aflembled 1n order to
ele@ a fucceflor, the town of Dor#, which is
the firft in the province, named the Sieur
Ruyil, penfionary of Harlem, and the depu-
ties from Harlem returned the complement,
by propofing Fobn de Witt, penfionary of
Dort, though he was not then full twenty-
eight years old: and he was unanimoufly
chofen, firft to officiate provifionally, and
afterwards abfolutely into the office .

Upon

f Ibid. p. 24.

8 The proof of this may be met with, p. 391, where our
author difcourfes of the rife of that war, and of its detriment to

the fta:cs.
b Aitzma, lib. 33. p. 787. col. 1,
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Upon, this occafion he confulted his friends
and relations whether it was fit for him to ac-
cept this honour or not. Many of them,
charmed with this mark of diftin&ion, ad-
vifed him not to hefitate a moment; but the
wifeft among them, without entcring.r into
long arguments, put him in mind of the fate
of his predeceffor Barneveldt, who loft his
head for ferving his country, thinking that
a {ufficient caution to one who was known
to have the fame fentiments in refpect to go-
vernment that Barnmeveldt had®. fobn dr
Wirt lieard patiently all they had to {ay, and
then delivered hic own refolution, in thefe
Words: ¢ You all agree, that an honeft and
“ upright man may render great fervice to
‘“ his country in this office; but you fay,
¢¢ that this will be attended with much trouble
¢« and danger to himfelf. I know not how
«“ we can pafs through this world without
“ expofing ourfelves to mueh trouble and
¢¢ danger, and fince the thing is fo, what
« caufe fo honourable as that of our oountryf
« I am refolved ihen to accept the office,
¢« and to ferve the republic, whatever return
« ] may meet with: this depends upon o-
s thers, and that on mylelf alone ¥

The penfionary de Wizt had not been long
in his office bzfore an occadfion offered which
fufficiently demonftrated how juft a choice
they had made in bringing him into that em-
ployment. King Charles II. who was then

C 4 in

i Le Clerc, vol. II. p. 330 Memoirsde C. and J. de Witr,
% Memoires de Mountbus, p. 39.
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in exile at Paris, prevailed upon M. Boreel,
the Dutch minifter there, to inclofe a letter
from him to the ftates-general, in which he
informed them, that he had reafon to believe
that many of the officers in the Engli/b navy
were well inclined to his fervice ; and there-
fore he offered to ferve on board the fleet of
the republic as a volunteer, till fuch a number
of Engli/b thips thould come over to him, as
might enable him to afiift them as an ally.
‘When this letter was read in the affembly of
the ftates-general, the friends of the houfe of
Orange warmly efpoufed his majefty’s propo-
fal, as a thing of the greateft confequence to
the flate, and moft likely to weaken the Eng-
lifb, who by this time had thewn themf{elves
vifibly an over-match for the Dutch at fea,
M. de Witt oppofed it, and, after having
made a very handfome panegyrick on the cou-
rage and generofity of the king, hLe advanced
two reafons againft accepting his propofal,
which to him, he faid, appeared conclufive,
The firft of thefe was, that his near relation
to the houfe of Orange muft render his pre-
fence on board the fleet fatal to the peace of
the republic, by reviving thofe difputes which
had already been fo detrimental to the intereft
of the fltate. His fecond, that by em-
bracing this offer they would perpetuate the
war, fince, in return for fuch a fervice, it
muft be naturally expected that they fhould
unite their intereft with his, and make the
deftruction of the commonwealth of England
a common caufe. Thefe reflections gave the

affem-
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affembly fuch a notion of the confequences
that muft, or at leatt, might attend this ftep,
as induced them civilly to excufe themfelves
from accepting the king’s offer ; and from
hence we may eafily judge, not only of de
Wit's maxims in government, but of his
great capacity in bringing over others to his
opinion ',

The continuance of the war was fo vifibly
deftructive not only to the commerce but to
the very being of the republic, that the pen-
fionary de Witt and his friends employed all
their {kill to fet on foot a negotiation, at the
fame time that they omitted nothing that
could be thought requifite for putting their
naval force on a good footing, that they might
be able to fuftain the reputation of the com-
monwealth, fo long as, in fpight of all their
endeavours, this war fthould laft. With re-
{pect to the firft, they found a way to get a
letter from the ftates of Holland put into the
hands of Lenthall, then {peaker of the par-
liament ; and this had in fome meafure the
defired effect, fince it brought about a nego-
tiation, though not immediately a peace ™.
On the other hand, finding the people and thé
nobility equally inclined to declare the prince
of Orange admiral, as if, under the aufpice of
a child of three years old, the arms of the re-
public were like to be more fuccefsful than
when directed by the moft experienced gene-

rals,

! Clarendon’s hiftory of the rebellion, book™13. Le Clerc,
vol. IL. p. 331.
® Hiftoire de C. and J. de Witt, vol. I. p. 8o,
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rals, they determined to fatisfy the nobility,
and to reftrain the people. With this view
they refolved to raife a nobleman to the poft
of lieutenant-admiral, then vacant by the
death of the great Van Tromp, though none
of the nobility were feamen enough to form
any pretenfions to it. But the Englifs had
fet them an example, by conferring the higheft
commands in their fleet on Monk and Blake,
who never were feamen, but on the contrary
had always ferved in the army. This refolu-
tion once taken, the Seur de Witt was ap-
pointed, with fome deputies of the ftates of
Holland, to offer this command to baron Op-
dam, whom they perfuaded with much todo to
acccptit, which proved of infinite confequence
to the peace of the republic, and which could
not well have been maintained without it ™.
Yet thefe temporary expedients could only
have ferved to delay the ruin of the flate,
without affording means to preferve it, if the
penfionary and his friends, amongft whom we
reckon the ambaflador fent to Cromawell,
who by this time had turned out tiic Rump
and fet up a new parliament, rot only aurho-
rized to fit by him and bis officers, but alfo
chofen by them. The Dutch minifters were
direted to apply to them, but they quickly
found them a fort of people by themfelves.
with whom no rational creatures could deal ;
for they entertained the ambaffudors with long
prayers, and difcovered fuch a total ignorance
of bufinefs, and withal fuch a fpisit of pride

in
® Aitzma, lib. 35. p. 857. Le Clerc, dela Neuville, &5c.
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in their difcourfes, that the Dutchmen plainly
told the general, that it was impoflible for
them to deal with fuch folks, but that if he
would afflume the fupreme authority, they
might foon come to a right underftanding.
This was precif:ly what Cremwell wanted,
and though he rejected their advice in words,
declaring him‘elf an humble creature of the
parliament’s, yet he foon after found means to
be rid of them, and took upon him the go-
vernment under the title of Profeéfor; and
then made a peace with the Dusch, the moft
remarkable thing in which was, the adding
a fecret article for the exclufion of the houfe
of Orange, to which the flates of Holland,
after great debates, and notwithftanding fe-
veral towns protefted againft it, confented by
a lolepnn a&t °,

The friends of the houfe of Orange, to in~
flame the minds of the people, infinuated,
that this article of the exclufion did not flow
naturally from Cromwell, but was privately
fuggefted to him by the Sieyr de Witt, by the
aflitance of M. Beverning ; but of this the
penfionary cleared himfelt, firft by explaining
the reafons why Cromawel/ had as much caufe
to be apprehenfive of the power of the princes
of Orange, as either himfelf or any of his
friends; and next by the teftimony of M.
Beverning, who gave as full fatisfaltion as
could be defired in this particular. Thus

much

© Thefe particulars are chiefly collefted from the fecret re-
folutions of the flates-general during the adminiftration of de
Wiz, which have been likewife confulted by Aizzma, whom
motft of the other Liltorians conftantly copy.
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much however is certain, that Cromawell, by

his natural fagacity, or by his converfations -

with the Dufch wminifter, came to have a
clear knowledge of the ftri&t connetion there
was between their intereft; which made it
as reafonable for them to fecure him, as far
as they were able, againft the attempts of
Charles 11. as for him to protect them, as by
this article it was ftipulated he thould, again{t
the pretenfions of the prince of Orange. This
lets us into the true reafon why king Charles I1.
always confidered the de #itt adminiftration
as oppofite to his intereft in Holland, and
why, on the other hand, the 40 #7tts and
their friends confidered king Charles as an im-
placable enemy ; and chofe rather to repofc a
confidence in France than to enter, after the
breach of the #riple alliance, into any of his
vViews ®,

The article of the exclufion had raifed fuch
a clamour in Holland, that the de Witts and
their friends had much ado to carry points
that were abfolutely neceflary for the fervice
of the people, fuch as the difbanding foreign
troops, now they were no longer of ufe, that
they might be thereby able to remit fome of
the heavieft taxes ; and this for no better rea-
fon than that, as the oppofite party gave out,
the principal motive thereto was the being rid
of fuch as were fufpected to be in the intereft

+ of the houfe of Orange. The clergy too be-

i

gan

P Thefe facts may he found in the memoirs of the dr Witss,
fo often cited, together with the declaration of #an Beverning,
which is very curious.
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gan to meddle with the affairs of ftate in their
pulpits, and, inftead of inftructing the peo-
ple how to ferve Gop, were for direlting
their fuperiors how to govern their {ubjects ;
but the firmnefs of the penfionary got the
better of all thefe difficulties, which raifed his
reputation to fuch a height, that he was
chofen arbitrator of the differences that had
arifen among the nobility of Friefland, and
having happily compofed thefe, he was called
to the like good office in OQueriffel 1.

Many untoward zffairs, which fell out in
the fpace of a few years after this, ferved only
to heighten the charaéter of the penfionary,
and to fhew that he wanted not the courage
of the hero, withall the abilit:es of 2 confum-
mate politician. He advifed the ftates of
Holland to make, independent of the other
provinces, reprifals on the French king ; and
as he entered on this arduous affair with great
fpirit, fo, notwithftanding the haughtinefs of
the French court, he brought his country out
of it with honour *.  In the great conteft in
the north between the crowns of Sweden and
Denmart, he managed all things with fuch
wifdom and dexterity, that, notwithftandin
the eagernefs and obflinacy of both parties,
and the intrigues of the proteCtor Cromwell,
who, from certain fecrec views of his own,
encouraged the Swedks to continue the war,

all

4 Aitzma, lib. 35. and in the hiftory of the d¢ Witrs. Cuc
author himfelf has touched upon it, p. z25.

* Hiftoire de C. and J. de Witt, vol. L. {p. 141.
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all things were happily adjufted . On the
reftoration of king Charles 11. he was com-
plimented by the penfionary de #i#¢ in terms
equally refpectfull to the king, and honoura-
ble for the republic, which made fuch an im-
preffion, at that time, on this prince, that
foon after he gave all the affiftance in his
power to the conclufion of a treaty between
the Dutch and the Portuguze, extremely ad-
vantagious fo the ftates, which had been in a

manner folcly negotiated by the penfionary *.
Things continued for fome time in this ami-
cable fitvation, and king Clarles 11. thought
himfelf fo much obliged to the ftates-general,
to the ftates of Holland, and to the penfionary
De Witt, for the reipect thewn him in feizing
at the requeft of Sir George Downing, Corbet,
Otey, and Barkftead, three of his father’s judges,
that he found himfelf obliged to thank the
Dutch embafladors in very ftrong terms, and
added, at the clofe of his difcourfe, thefe
words. ¢ I muft alfo, upon this occafion,
¢ inform your excellencies, that I have a
¢ very particular account of the fhare Mr.
<« De Wittt had in this affair, with which I
« am extremely well {atisfied, and fhall al-
¢ ways preferve a grateful remembrance of
¢ jr, and with this I dcfire you would ac-
<« quaint him”, This fcemed to be fo much
the intention of that moiarch 2t this time,
that foon after he cencluded a treaty with the
ftates-

s Aitzma, lib. 36, p. 1251, feq.
t Hifloire de C, & ].de Witt, Vol. L p. 185. where we
have the penfionary’s fpeech at length.
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ftates-general *.  The affairs of the prince of
Orange ftill gave the ftates of Holland a good
deal of difquiet, in which however the pen-
fionary acted with fuch prudence, that while
he fteadily purfued the intereft of his mafter,
he preferved, in a great meafure the good
will of the wifeft perfons about that prince,
and fo far overcame all the firong prejudices
that the Orange party had formerly againft
him, that when his fecond five years were
exfpired, he was unanimoufly continued in
his high office, by a refolution of the ftates
dated September 15, 1663 ™.

Our ftatesman was now in the height of
profperity, and feem’d to have vanquithed
evenenvy herfelf. In all ditficult cafes his
minithy was made ufe of, and when the
prince of Eaft-Friefland quarrelled with his
fubjets he was put at the head of that depu-
tation which was fent by the ftates to termi-
nate thefe difputes*.  When their differences
with England were rifen to fuch a height
that a war could not be avoided, and the ftates
of Guelder and Queriffel, abfolutely refufed to
contribute their proportions towards the ex-
pence of it, the ftates of Hollund found it ne-
ceflary to fend a deputation confifling of
Mefl. De Witt, Crommon and Kan, to ex-
plain to them the nature of the war, and the
danger of their continuing in their tormer re-
folution, which they did with fuch effed,

that

% Thisis to b found in the fzme book, p. 249,
w Aitzma, lib. 43.
* Hiftoire de C. & J. de Witt, vol. I. p. 273, 281,
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that thofe {tates not onlyagreed to furnith their
quota, but did it immediately, and even bor-
rowed money for that purpofe; this was fo
remarkable a proof both of his zeal and his
capacity, thatthe ftates general thought fit te
name him one of their commiffioners for the
direction of the navy, in which capacity he
went to Amflerdam and other places, where
he made fuch vigorous difpofitions, that the
fleet was foon in much better condition and
more fit to go to fea than it was judged pofli-
ble by the admirals themfelves, and by fome
of the ableft feamen in Holland, who ex-
prefled the greateft aftonithment at the ad-
drefs with which the penfionary managed all
things relating to naval affairs, though ’till
called to the infpection of them on this im-
portant occafion, he had never concerned
himfelf about them, as defiring all the fer-
vants of the ftate fhould act in their proper
fpheres?.
The French, who were the only gainers by
a war betwen the maritime powers, preten-
ded to manage a negociation for peace at
London, which however went on very flowly,
and this gave the Orange party great advau-
tage in the flates. Mr. De Witt faw clearly
what was intended, and therefore advifed that
pofitive orders thould be fent baron Opdam
to fight ; for, as the penfionary obferved, a
battle could pot but be advantagious to the
ftate.  If they were vitors it would probably
putan end to the war, ard if they were van-
quifhed
y Aitzmalib. xliv.and d’Eftrades Letters in the year 1664,
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quithed it would oblige the French to join them
immediately. This determined the ftates to
fend fuch orders to Opdam, who as he was
well affeCted to the houfe of Nafau obeyed
them very unwillingly. On the 3d of fune,
1665, he attacked the Exglifb fleet, but had
the misfortune to lofe the greateft battle that
had hitherto been fought between the twonati-
ons, himfelf and his fhip being blown up juft as
he was upon the point of boarding that of the
Duke of 2ork. This ftruck a great terror
into the Dutch feamen, and before the flates
could fit out another fleet they found them-
felves under a neceflity of appointing fome of
their own deputies to command it, which
wasa new thing, and had therefore the greater

effe@ =
This commiffion was given to Mefl. Huy-
gens, De Witt and Boreel, and among other
marks of their high authority, the ftate af-
figned them guards. The friends and rela-
tions of the penfionary de Witt advifed him
to decline this new poft as a command invi-
dious in itfelf, and which muft be attended
with bad confequences. He anfwered that
the - fafety of a private man ought not to
enter into competition with that of the repub-
lic, and that he never confidered his perfonal
hazard or advantage, but only in what man-
ner and how far he might be able to {erve
his country®. When he came on board the
fleet he found it thut up in the Texe/, fo that
d though

5 Aitzma, lib. xlv.
2 Le Clerc vol. iii. p. 82. col. 2.
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though it was abfolutely neceffary for it to
put to fea, in order to fecure the fafe paflage
of the outward bound Eaff-India fleet, yet
the feamen unanimeufly agreed that the thing
wasimpoflible,asthe wind then ftood. The pen-
fionary de Witt was alone of another opinion,
and he made no difliculty of declaring it,
though in this he oppos’'d his own fentiment
to the common judgment of thofe who ought to
have been beit {killed in their own profefiions.
As thishas been always efteemed one of the
moft remarkable actions of his life, and has
in fome meafure contributed to render his me-
mory immortal, I think myfelf obliged to
givea particular account of it.

There areat the mouth of the Texe/ three
paflages between the fands, by which veflels
may go out to fea, and thefe are the Lands-
diep, the Slkenk, and the Spaniards-gat. It
was the received doctrine of the feamen, that
there were but ten points of the compafs from
which, if the wind blew, fhips could go out,
and that twenty-two were againft them ; but
the penfionary de #it¢, as he was a great ma-
thematician, foon difcovered the falfity of this
notion, and thar there were in,reality no lefs
than twenty eight points in their favour, and
but four that could hinder them from going
out,viz. W. NI . by W. NW. NW.by N. The
pilots however perceiving that he reckoned
upon all the paflages, declared pofitively that
in the Spaniards-gat there was not above ten
or twelve feet water, and that therefore it was

im-

b Dela Neuviile, lib, xii. c. 10.
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impoffible to carry out large fhips by that
paffage. Their aflertion did not fatisfy the
penfionary, he went through it in a long-
boat in perfon at low water, and without
trufting the lead out of his hand, found it at
leaft twenty foot deep every where, and free
from thofe incumbrances which the pilots had
hitherto talked of. The penfionary therefore
engaged that himfelf and M. van Haaren
would carry out the two greateft thips in the
fleet through the Spaniards-gat with the wind
at SS#, which he performed on the 16th of
Auguft 1665, and the greateft part of the
fleet followed him without thé leaft accident,
fince which that paflage has been called, and
very defervedly, #izts-diep©.

Very foon after, he came with the other
deputies on board the fleet, the differences
which had arifen between d¢ Ruyter and
Tromp were adjufted, and of open enemies
theybecame in appearance fincere friends. The
feamen however were ftill not a little difcon-
tented at this novelty of being commanded
by the ftates deputies. However, after they
had been fome time at fea, and meeting with
a dreadful ftorm on the coaft of Norway,
which lafted two days, M. de #7#t brought
them wholly over to his party, for he re-
mained upon deck all the time, never changed
his cloaths, or took any refrehment, but in
common with the men, gave his orders with
the greateft calmnefs and prefence of mind,

d 2 and

« Hiftoire de C. & J. de Witt. p. 374. This is alfo taken
notice of in the fecond Volume of the lives of the Admirals.
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and when he faw there wanted hands, obliged
his officers to work by his own example, This
made him the darling of the failors, and thence-
forward they paid him more refpect of their
own accord than the fevereft orders of the
ftates could ever have extorted, and indeed
they had good reafon, for he was continually
fuggefting regulations in their favour, and
fhewed as tender a concern, both for their
fafety and their intereft, as if they had been his
children ; and yet he did all this without giving
the leaft offence to the admirals, by caufing
thofe alterations to be publithed in their names.
Such was the happy temper of this great man,
that he was always zealous in doing good,
without affe@ing to be popular, and had fuch
highnotions of his duty asquiteexcluded vanity.

All thecare and pains the penfionary took
on board the fleet could not hinder his ene-
mies from f{preading ftories among the people,
which irritated them extremely againft him.
Sometimes it was pretended that the misfor-
tunes which had happened to the navy were
owing to the deputies intermeddling with
things they did not underftand. To obvi-
ate his calum ny de Ruyter wrote a letter to
the ftates, in which he not only vindicated
the deputies in general, but M. de Witt in
particular, whofe affiftance he acknowledged
in the cleareft and moft honourable terms:®.
M. de WVitt him{elf wrotea plain and accurate
relation of all that had happened duripg his

continuance

¢ Hiftoirede C. & J. de Witt, p.383,
¢ Aizma lib. Xiv. &'Eftrade’s letters in the year 1665,
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continuance on board the fleet, and at his rz-
turn, he verified every article of this account
fo fully to the ftates-general, that they not
only gave him folemn thanks for his good fer-
vice, but intended likewife to have made him
a confiderable prefent, which he waved by
declaring that he fought the fervice of his
country only, and not a gratification for his
fervicesf. ‘Then his enemies gave out, that
he had continually thwarted de Ruyter, and
that their quarrels had occafioned no {mall de-
triment to the ftate. But this ftory, tho’
drefs'd out with very great art, was entirely
ruined by an unforefeen accident. Admiral
dg Ruyter had ocafion to come to the Hague,
and during his ftay there lodged in the
houfe of M. de #itt, which abfolutely unde-
ceived the very mob, who would not be
brought to believe that a man of de Ruyzer's
temper could be induced to diffemble on any
account whateveré,

King Charles 11. having found means, by
the help efpecially of very large fubfidics, to
engage the bifhop of Munfler in his mtcreﬂ'
and that to fuch a degree as to engage him
to declare war againft Holland, the ftates
found themfelves under a neceffity of raifing
frefh troops in order to the maintenance of a
land war, which gave them no lefs trouble
than that in which they had been engaged
fo long by fea. Prince Fobn Maurice of
Nafleu was general of the forces employed

d 3 againft

f Hiftoire de C. & J. de Witt, p. 413,
¢ 1bid. p. 422,
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againft the bithop of Munfter ; but tho’ the
ftates placed very great confidence in him,
who was an old veldt marfhal of their ar-
mies, yet they thought proper to fend their
deputies with him into the field, and amongft
thefe they named Cornelius de Witt, who
had already given high teftimonies both of
his courage and capacity *. He difcharged
his duty on this occafion in fuch a manner,
as not only merited the applaufe of thofe who
had given him this commiffion, but acquired
him alfo the efteem of prince Maurice, which
he teftified upon all occafions; yet the peo-
ple clamoured againft this deputation as they
had done againft that which had been fent
on board the fleet. But whilft Cornelius de
Witt was thus employed in the army, his
brother the penfionary was fecretly negotia-
ting 2 peace with the bithop, which when it
was leaft expected tcok effect, and proved fo
manifeftly advantageous to the republic, that
for 2 moment the enemies of the de Witts
were filenced, and the great fervices of the
two brothers were univerfally confefs’d!.

A little after the penfionary de Wizt was
again appointed one of the deputies for the
management of the fleet, and in fitting it to
fea he ufed fuch expedition, that on his re-
turn to the Hague, he received the thanks
of the ftates*, On the 7 of Fune 1666,
happened the famous battle between the

Duzch,

® As to this alliance, the reader may confult Sir William
Temple's letters, and Le Clerc, vol. 3. p. 101.
i Dela Neuviile, lib. 12. c. 11.

X Hiftoire de C. & J. de Witt, vol. 1. p. 459.
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Dutch, under the command of de Ruyter
and Tromp, and the Englifh, under prince
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle ; and on
this occafion the penfionary was fcnt by the
flate to take a full account of the whole
affair, that they might be the better enabled
to do juftice to every one according to his
merit. In the execution of this commiffion,
M. de Witt drew up, from the beft authorities
he could obtain, an exac account of thofe
three days hc'ht which is juftly eftecemed a
m. *Zer-piece In its kind, and will ever remain
a proof of his being as capable of recording
great exploits, as of atchieving them ', He
was fcarce returned to the Hague after
making this enquiry, before he was called
again on board the fleet on a lefs pleafing oc-
cafion. Another battle had been fought
< in which the Dutch had fuffered fe-
verely ; and which was worfe, their admi-
rals threw the blame upon each other.
Tromp accufed de Ruvter ; de Ruyter threw
all the blame upon Tromp; as if the ftates
could fee with no eyes but thofe of M. &

Witt, he was 1mmedmtely dlfpatchcd with
othu comm:{lioners, to look into this un-
lucky bufinefs, and to report the thing as it
appeared to them, which was done accord-
ingly ; and upon this admiral Tromp was laid
afide ™

d 4 I

! This entire relation is placed at the head of the fecond
volume of the hiftory of the de Witss.

@ See count D'Effrade’s letter to the Fremeh king, dated
Aug, 12, 1666. and the penfionary de Wur's letters on that
ﬁwJ:d
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I fhall not enter here into the profecution
of M. Buat, who was beheaded for be-
traying the councils of ftate, though this af-
fair was difcovered by M. de Witt, becaufe
it is pretty generally known; and though
many reflections have been caft upon the
penfionary, yet as the evidence againft him
was perfetly clear, and indeed in a great
meafure under his own hand, one cannot
but be fatisfied that this clamour was purely
the effe@s of party®. That it had very little
effe@ on thofe who were the beft judges,
appears from his being fent immediately af-
terwards fole deputy to the fleet, where he
commanded in chief for fome time, and then
returned to the Hague, where very foon af-
terwards he concluded the quadruple alli-
ance between the republic on one fide, the
king of Denmark, the eleGor of Branden-
burgh, and the duke of Lunenburgh on the
other, whereby all the differences between
thofe princes were abfolutely adjufted, and
the penfionary received thercupon, not only
the thanks of the ftates general, but alfo
the complements of all the foreign mi-
nifters °.

The war with England began now to be
confidered by all the provinces, except that of
Hblland, as an intolerable burden; and the
penfionary finding that the ftorm bore heavy
upon him, and that he was generally pointed

out

n Aitzma, lib. 46. p. 839. Yer his death was feadily
oppofed by the province of Zealand.

¢« Hiftowre de C. & J. de Wits, vol. 2. p. »1,
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out as the great enemy of peace, thewed an
inclination to embrace it on reafonable terms®.
But when King Charles propofed treating of
the peace at the Hagwe, 1t alarmed the pen-
fionary not a little, from an apprehenfion,
that if the Engli/b minifters were there, they
might enter into intrigues with the deputies
to the ftates general, which might have been
of dangerous confequence, and therefore it
was rejected, and the town of Breda propo-
fed; to which the ambaffadors both of the
king and of the ftates reforted ¢. But as they
found it by experience no fafe thing to rely
either upon king Charles or upon king Lewrs,
they thought fit to equip early a flout fleet,
on board which the Ruard Van Putten, with
other deputies, was to command in chief".
But as the provinces did not think fit to name
their deputies, the Ruard took his poft on
board the fleet, and commanded it alone®,
All the world knows that it was at this time,
and by the contrivance of Cornelius de Witt,
that they executed the famous defign of en-
tering the river of Thames, and burning our
thips at Chatham, which it is certain ruined
the reputation of king Char/es 11. and raifed
that of the ftates general to a very great
height. We need not wonder therefore

that

P Bafnage, Le Clerc, De la Neuville.

9 Kennet's hiftory of England, Burnct, Bafnage, &c.

* Hiftoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, vol. 11, p. 81.

* He embarked en Fune 6, 1667, and as he reprefented
the fovereignty of the ltates, extraordinary honours were paid
him, which ferved to heighten the envy of the enemies of the
de Wites,

' Bafnage, Le Clerc, De la Neuville,
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that Cornelius de Witt received compliments
from all quarters, that the ftates general
fhould pafs a vote of thanks, as they did on
the 13th of Sept. 1667 5 or that the ftates of
Hslland fhould maké him, in conjunction
with M. de Ruyter, each a prefent of a gold
cup; or that the town of Dorz fhould re-
ceive him at his return thither with extraor-
dinary, and perhaps extravagant marks of
joy and fatisfaction, which however did him
little fervice in fucceeding times “.

In the meantime the peace was negociating
at Breda, where it was refolved to conclude
it, in order to draw the fleet of the ftates
from the Eglifh coafts, fo that this Jooked
like forcing England into a peace ; and there-
upon the fpirits of the ftates were full as
much raifed as thofe of the De Witts, for
they pretended thenceforward to give laws
to Europe, and to prefcribe bounds tg the
French king’s ambition . This was indeed a
very delicate enterprife, and required all the
penetration and addrefs of our great ftatef-
man, who finding the court of England at
that time well inclined, and- perfectly ap-
prized of the danger of the French king’s
oversrunning the Spanifh Netberlands, de-
vifed, in conjunétion with Sir William Tem-

ple, the means of covering thele provinces

before the French king fhould fo much as
fufpe&

v Hiftoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, where all thefe
particulars are largely infifted upon ; and we have a parti-
cular account of the poems and panegyrics compofed on this
occaficn in Vol. I1. p. 18s.

¥ De la Ncuville, Lib. xii,
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fufpet there was any negociation fet on foot
for that purpofe ; in which, by his prodi-
gious dexterity and abfolute command of his
temper, he happily fucceeded*. 'While thefe
fchemes were carrying on the penfionary
thought there could fcarce happen a fitter
conjun&ure for his carrying into execution
the great defign of the warm republicans,

and therefore now he brought on the eftab-
lithing of that which was called the perpetual
ediét, whereby the office of ftadtholder was
for ever extinguifthed, and, as it was fup-
pofed, the liberty of Holland fixed on a eter-
nal bafis¥. This edié is dated the sth of
Auguff, 1667, but it was not abfolutely con-
firmed until the December following *.

The French king continuing his refolution
of attacking the low countries, Sir William
Temple was fent over in the bf:gmnmcr of the
year 1668 to finith the negociations that had
been fecretly carried on® He prefented his
letter of credenge on the 8th of Fanuary, and
he figned the tripie alliance on the 13th®,
This alliance between England, Sweden and
Holland had the defired effect, and if it had
never been diffolved Ewurope had remained
fafe, in fpite of all the pernicious fchemes of

Lewis the fourteeenth s, Though we are
fo

* D'Efirade’s and Temple's Letters, Bafnage, Le Clere,
&c.

Y Hiftoire de Corneille & Jeande Wire, Vel. II. p. zoz.

2 Bafnage, Le Clere, &c.

3 See Temple’s memoirs, Burnet, and the Examen.,

b Le Clere. Vol IIl. p.221.

© Temple's letters, Kennet, Burnet, &c.
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fo much fireightened for room in thefe me-
moirs, yet it feems abfolutely neceflary to
take notice of a grand entertainment given by
the penfionary de Witt on the conclufion of
this treaty®, It fell out on the third of
February 1668, and amongft the other guefts,
there were invited the prince of Orange,
prince Maurice of Naffau, and Sir William
Temple <~ There was a ball in the evening
which was opened by the prince of Orange,
but two things particularly furprized all who
were prefent; the firft, that the penfionary
de Wirt danced the beft of any man there f;
the fecond, that fo many tokens of friendfhip
and efteem paffed between him and the
prince of Orange, infomuch that when the
company broke up, the penfionary attended
his highnefs to his coach, where he converfed
with him near a quarter of an hour, and juft
before he drove away, the prince was heard
to exprefs himfelf in thefe words: < Sir, I
 am thoroughly perfuaded of your affection
towards me, and I promife you that I
fhall never be wanting in fuitable returns
of gratitude to you and to your family,
«¢ upon all occafions fo long as I live 8.

In the midft of thefe fatigues the 1sth
year of M. de Wit#’s miniftry expired, and
he thereupon teftified a defire of refigning,
but the ftates prefiled him fo warmly to exe~

cute

4 Of which, with great reafon, he took the honour to himfelf,
and by this flep expofed himfelf to the hatred of the French.
¢ To fhew that this alliance had made a coalition of parties,
f A proof that it was his temper to excel in every thing.
§ Hiltoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt.  Vol. II. p. z56.

(11
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cute the office of grand penfionary for five
years longer, that he could not refift their
follicitations, though he ablolutely refufed a
prefent of a large fum of money that was in-
tended him®, On the 17th of Fuly 1668,
he entered on the laft five years of his admi-
niftration, his appointment being increafed
from three to feven thoufand guilders per
annum 3 and withal he had a prefent made
him of fifteen thoufand by the nobles of
Holland in confideration of the long and faith-
ful fervices he had rendered to the ftate .
In the beginning of 1669 the French renewed
their intrigues in Hollandin order to procure
the breach of the triple alliance, at firft in-
deed without fuccels, but afterwards, when
it was known that the fyftem of affairs was
changed in England, the French {chemes
were more fuccefsful, but this was fo far
from being agreeable to the penfionary, that
he went into it with ggeat reluctancy, and
not ’till many of his old friends were abfolutely
drawn over to the intereft of the houfe of
Orange*. Asa full proof of this, we need
only confider the extraordinary confidence re-
pofed in Sir William Temple, with refpect to
a difference which had arifen between the

crown
b This prefent was no lefs a fum than 100,000 guilders,
and the method taken by the penfionary to decline it was very
fingular ; he engaged the deputies of his own town of Dort to
oppole it, and thus he .avoided the envy which muft have at-
tended fuch a prefent, and the vanity that would have appeared
in a perfonal refufal of it.
i Hifoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. 1I. p. 270.
k Puffendorf. Rerum Brand. Lib. XI. Bafnage, Le Clerc,

&5, See allo Temple's Letters, and the firfk Volume of Burnes's
Hiftory of his own Times.
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crown of Portugal and the republic about a
debt due from the former to the latter of
2,500,000 cruzado’s, the method of pay-
ing which was referred to Sir William,
who decided it fo as to receive the thanks of
the Portugueze ambaflador, as well as of M,
de Witt in the name of the ftates’.

Itis to be obferved, that the penfionary de
Witt went no farther with the French mi-
niftry than to credit the profeflions which
they made in the name of their mafter, and
to endeavour to adjuft, by way of negotiation,
the difputes which that crown had artfully
flarted with the ftates. But in the mean
time, the French had carried their point in
England, and Cbarles the fecond made fuch
alterations in his miniftry as put public af-
fairs entirely into the hands of men who were
equally his fubjets enemies and his own=™,
‘This miniftry will be infamous to all pofterity
by the name of the CABAL, and was
compofed of papifts, fectaries, and atheifts,
penfioners to France while at the head of
the Britifb government, and conipirators
againft their king whilft they fat in his privy-
council. Thefe were the men who brought
about that monftrous conjuntion between
England and France, to the ruin of Holland,
contrary to the intereft of the Eng/ifh nation,
in direct violation of treaties, and accompa-
nied with fuch bafe and black circumftances,
that even thofe who had the wickedn:fs to

contrive

! Hiftoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. I p. 309,
@ See Temple’s Memoirs, Burnety, Kennmet, &c.
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contrive it had not the impudence to avow
it, but endeavoured to conceal their defigns
as long as poffible by the vileft proftitution of
their own and their country’s honour, giving
the ftrongeft affurances to France of their re-
folution to deftroy the ftate, and at the (ame
time, protefting in Holland the fincerity of
their affection for the republic *.

The penfionary de #itt, though he was
not entirely blinded by the delufive reprefen-
tations of France and England, yet it is cer-
tain that it was 2 long time before he per-
ceived in how great danger the republic ftood.
The regard he had for Sic William Temple;
and his confidence in the declarations made by
him, kept this ftatefman long in f{ufpence,
and the great confideration he had for the
Frenchembaflador contributed not a little to
the keeping him fixed in thefe fentiments,
notwithftanding the ftrong appearance there
was of foul dealing  Befides the prince of
Orange bting introduced into the council of
ftate, his party gained ground daily, and
there were likewife {fo many who were grown
jealous of the penfionary’s authority, that he
found himfelf {carce at liberty to a&, when
he difcerned the danger ; but however he ap-
plied himfelf diligently to the putting both
the fea and land forces of the republic into
the beft condition poffible, in which he met
not with more difficulties from the avowed

oppofition

8 Temple's Letters, Rereshy’s Memoirs, and the Examen by
Roger North Elg;
Temple's Letters, Bafnage, Le Clere, &c.
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oppofition of his enemies than from the dif-
ferences and intrigues which broke out among
his friends, who could not help difputing
about pofts and preferment, when the very
being of the ftate was in danger, and thereby
facrificed not only the intereft of the repub-
lic to their private views, but alfo their own
intereft, asfriends, to the eftablifhment then
fubfifting, and the exclufion of the power of
a fingle perfon, in the direction of the com-
monwealth ®,

The ftate was at this time torn by three
different factions. The firft were for re-
ftoring the old government, and placing the
prince of Orange at the head of the republic
adorn’d with the fame title, and invefted with
the fame power that his anceftors had en-
joyed. The fecond, which were at that time
ftiled the facion of the De Witts, were for
keeping clofe to the perpetual edict, and ex-
~ tinguifhing the ftadtholderthip, which they
looked on as an office incompatible with the
freedom of the ftate. Thele were generally
held direct enemies to the prince of Orange,
whereas they certainly meant him well, only
they thought they were oblig’d to mean their
country better; the two great offices of cap-
tain-general and admiral they were content
his highnefs fhould pofiefs, provided he took
the ufual cath for abjuring the ftadtholderfhip,
and this they judged was as much power as
the commonwealth could lodge in the hands
of fingle perfon fafely. The third party

were

? Hiftoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol.II. p. 330,
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were a kind of trimmers, who from principle
favour’d the De Witts, but to gratify private
refentments, or for the fake of prefent conve-
nfences, could fometimes go along with the
other party. Thefe laft were by far the leaft
powerful, and yet by a well or ratherill timed

thifting, they conftantly turn’d the fcale <.
When the war appear’d to be inevitable,
the ftates of Holland firft, and afterwards the
ftates-general elected the prince of Orange
captain and admiral-general, in the latter end
of February 1672, andin that quality he {foon
after took his feat in the aflembly of the ftates,
and at the fame time the oath for abjuring
the ftadtholderfhip, which within a few
months after he accepted.  This was certainly
againft the penfionary’s judgment, fince he
would rather have given his highnefs that
eommand in a time of peace. To attain this
great offers were made to the king of England,
He was promis’d fatisfaCtion as to the flag,
the redrefs of all the grievances complained of
by his fubjets in the Eaf# and Weft Indies,
and as a proof of their fincerity in this refpect,
the ftates ordered all the gilding on the Roya/
Charles to be taken off, and as far as in them
lay, to extinguith all memory of what had
pafled at Chatbam, they offer’d to recall the
medals ftruck on that eccafion, and to melt
down the two golden cups given to admiral
Ruyter, and the Ruard Van Putten. Butall
e this

9 This account of the parties in Holland is drawn from &
comparifon of the feveral general hiftories, particular me-
moirs and colleCtions of ftate papers relating to thofc times,
efpecially that printed at Deernick in 1674.
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this came too late, the French king had made
the Engli/b miniftry fenfible of his bounty,
to the full extent, and they repaid him by in-
volving their mafter firft in an attempt on
the Smyrna fleet, and then in an open war,
which was declared in the latter end of March,
in conjunction with France *.

The ftates in this diftrefs appointed deputies
to go to the army, and at the fame time
named Cornelius de Witt {ole deputy on board
the fleet, to which he weat immediately, ani
was attended there with a guard, and all other
marks of fovereignty, as reprefenting the
ftates general. He behaved bravely in the
battle of Soutbwold- Bay, fitting on the deck
of the admiral and giving orders, under his
canopy furrounded by halberdeers. But this
pomp did him hurt, for the people at Dort
were fo provoked at the fight of thefe unufual
honours, that they not omly abus’d him,
when he retired thither from the fleet, on
account of a fit of ficknefs, but alfo broke into
the town-houfe, where they cut to pieces a
fine picture of the expedition at Chatbam,
and having fever’d the head of the figure of
M. De #itt from the body, they carried it
out and nziled it to the gallows *.  On the 11th
of Fune the fame year, the penfionary De Wit¢

wag

T See Vol. IIT. of the compleat hiftory of England, by bi-
fhop Kennet ; bithop Parker’s memoirs of his own times, Bur-
aet, Echard, but above all Temple’s memoirs and letters.

‘It is reported, that king Clarles was reprefected at the feet
of de Wit if fo, it was undoubtedly a glaring inftance of folly,
but of whoie folly? Why of thofe who now pull'd it down,

and who, at the time they ereCted it, were jult as mad as when
they tore it to pieces.

e —————
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was affafflinated at the Hague, by four per-

fons, onc of whom was an advocate, hisname
Facob Vandergraef, who was taken and loft
his head for it on the 2gth of the fame month.
He faid at the place of execution, ¢ that he
“ made a folemn prayer to God before he at-
‘¢ tacked the penfionary, that if he was fuch
a one as he thought him, he might fuc-
 ceed, and if otherwife, that he might lofe
‘“ his own life.” The other three affaffins
fled to the prince of Orange’s army, where
they were fafe.  After this attempt, in which
the penfionary was dangeroufly wounded, the
ftates, at his requeft, gave him a coadju-
tor *.

Soon after this a& of violence there hap-
pen’d a tumult at Der#, in which the peo-
ple declared they would have the prince of
Orange for ftadtholder, and obliged two of
their magiftrates to go and invite his highnefs
thither. The prince of Orange was then at
the head ofthe army, where his prefence was
abfolutely neceffary, yet he had the goodnels
to accept of this invitation ; and on his arri-
val the people rofe again and obliged the coun-
cil to declare him ftadtholder, tho’ he had
fworn never to accept that office. It hap-
pened that Cornelius de Witt was ftill at Dort,
fick of the diftemper on account of which he
had left the fleet. To make the thing yet
ftronger they would needs have him fign the af&

e2 or

t There was one Bornelagh another-of the affaflins, who was
not only allowed tokeep his place of poft-mafter at the Hague,
but had the reverfion of it given tohisfon.  LeClere, Vol. ILI.

p- 289.
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for declaring the prince ftadtholder, and
obliged the magiftrates to carry it to him for
that purpofe, but he rejected the propofal
with a generous difdain, and when they en-
deavour’d to frighten him into it, by obferv-
ing to how great danger his refufal muft ex-
pofe him, he anfwer'd, ¢ In the laft fea-
“ fight I heard fo many balls whiftle about
“ my ears that Iam no longer afraid of them,
and I had rather receive my death’s wound
than play in fuch a manner with the oath
I havetaken, by fetting my hand to fuch
“ a writing”. Yet at laft, moved by the
prayers and entreaties of his wife and chil-
dren, he fubfcribed ; adding after his name,
the letters V. C. 7. e. /7 coaffus ; conftrain’d
by force ; but this being perceived by one of
the minifters who came with them, he was
forc’d to put thefe letters out again ®.

The example of Dort, was very foon fol-
low’d by moft of the other towns in the pro-
vince, and every fedition arofe from thefe pre-
tences, that the De ZVitts plundered the f{aatc,
and the prince of Orange was not ftadt-
holder. On the 2d of Yuly, the flates of
Zealand removed the latter of thefe caufes,
and the very next day the ftates of Holland
repealed the perpetual edit and declared the
prince their ftadtholder alfo, which dignity he
very readily received ¥. The cries of the
people againft the de Witts became louder and
louder, and that they might not ftem to cla-

mour

(19

<<

® Hiftoire de Corneille & John de Witt, Vol. Il p.449.
¥ LeClerc, Tom. II1. p. 291,
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mour without caufe, they gave out that the
penfionary had diverted the fecret fervice mo-
ney to his own ufe, and had thereby defrauded
the ftate of above Bo,000 guilders a year.
The penfionary upon this applied himfelf to
the prince, and befought him, fince all power
was now in his hands, to fupprefs thefe info-
lencies, and to do hin juftice to the people.
His highnefs anfwer’d with his ufual cold-
nefs, that as to libels the penfionary muft
learn to bear themas he had done ; and as to
doing him juftice, it was not in his power,
fince he knew nothing of the matter. This
anfwer had, as might have been expected, a
bad effe@, as it feemed to give fome degree
of credit to the charge *. The penfionary how-
ever foon manifefted his innocence by pre-
fenting a memorial to the ftates-general,
wherein he fuggefted, that tho’ the difpofal
of the fecret-fervice money had heretofore al-
ways belong’d to his office, yet he had never
meddled wich it, from a forefight of what might
happen, and for the truth of this, he appeal’d
to their noble mightinefles the ftates of Ho/-
Jand, who having verified this affertion, he
was declared innocent of this charge.

The prince of Orange, when rais’d to the
fo long fought for honour of ftadtholder,
would willingly have gain’d the penfionary
de Wittto his party, and to that end, he em-
ployed fome of his beft friends to break the

€3 matter

_x This is the judgment of all impartial hiftorians, who una-
nimoufly agree, that this ftep was taken on purpofe to counte-

nance the out ery of the people, and at the fame time to mor-
Wy the De Hites,
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matter to the penfionary, who anfwer'd,
¢ that his highnefs did him a great deal of
¢ honour, but that he was fenfible it was not
“ in his power to do the prince any fervice.
« The people, faid he, hate me, and their ha-
 tred muft be the more violent as it is abfo-
¢ lutely without a caufe. They will therefore
¢« diflike every thing that pafles through my
¢¢ hands, andinftead ofyielding any affiftance
¢ to his highnefs, I(hall be a conftant dead
‘ weight on his intereft. As to the compli~
« ment he is pleafed to make me, that my
‘¢ authority under a ftadtholder fhall be as
‘¢ oreat as it was before, it is what I leaft de-
« fire. I never fought power, but as it
“ might enable me to ferve my country,
“ and I fincerely with that his highnefs
“ may be able to render the republic
« greater and more fuccefsful fervices, and
¢ that from a heart as faithful, and as warm
“ with zeal.” To fhew however how eafily
he could acquiefce in whatever appeared to
be the will of his fovereigns, he went on the
firft of Auguft, which was the day after his
firft going abroad fince his being affaffinated,
to wait upon the prince of Orange, in order
to felicitate him on his being raifed in the
ftatholderfhip.  His highnefs received him
very dryly, and though he converfed with him
an hour, yet the penfionary faw plainly, that
it was impoffible to gain his friendfhip, but
at the expence of being his creature”,

On

1Iifloire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. IL p. 472.
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On the 4th of Auguft Mr. Fobn de Witt
addrefled himfelf to the ftates of Holland, in
order to procure his difiniffion from the poft
of penflonary, which they gmnted after
they had thanked him for his faithful {zrvices
for the fpace of 19 years. After this he em-
ployed s time in drawing up a ftate of the
finances, for he was not fatisfied with hav-
ing clean hands, he thought thatone who
had exercifed fo long the office of firft mi-
nifler to fo powerful a republic, ought not
only to be guiltlefs, but exempt from all fuf-
picion. This was the great thing he had in
view, and this he lived to accomplifh, for he
fo httlc affected public bufinefs, when he faw
it was no longer in his power to benefit the
public, thattho’ he was ftilla member of the
great council, yet he very feldom went thi-
ther, but deplorcd in fecret the misfortunes
of bis country, which from the higheft pro
{perity, fell as it were, all at once, to thc
very brink of ruin ®.

Itis not ftritly my bufinefs, and if it were
I thould not find 1t very eafy to affign the
caufes of thofe mifchiefs which befell Holland
in 1672. It 1sclear that the perfidioufnefs
of the French court, and the venality of king
Clarles’s minifters, <re among the ¢hief of
them, but it is no lefs true, that the ftate
might have made much greater refiftance
than fhe did, if it bad not been for her in-
teftine divifions. This it was that fpread

€ 4 that

2 See Bafnage, le Ckre, De la Newville, Brand's life of
de Ruyter, &c.
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that terror and confufion, which every where
appear’d on the invafion of the French, and
occafion’d in a few days the lofs of places
that might have withftood an enemy for
many months ; but the reader muft not fup-
pofe that this at all weakens what our au-
thor fuggefts in the enfuing work®. Since he
there takes it for granted, that men would
be fenfible of the bleflings they poffefs’d, and
join unanimoufly and heartily in fupporting
the government to which they owed them,
and it isupon this hypothefis he affirms what
would have been found true, that Ho/land might
have defended herfelf even againft France.

I cannot but obferve upon this occafion that
the prince of Orange’s party heightened thefe
confufions in order to ruin the de Witts. The
mob were encouraged to pull down a houfe
in which the penfionary was fuppos’d to lie
fick, and an attempt was made to affaflinate
Cornelsus de Witt in his houfe at Dort, on the
very fame day his brother had been attacked
in the ftreet.  Peter Grotius, the fon of the
great Hugo, lately returned from his embafly
in France, fav’d his life by flight, but his
houfe was plunder’d, and the prince of Orange
himfelf caufed the count de Montbas, who had
married the fifter of the de Witts to be arrefted
in his camp, and if he had not efcap’d, would
have condemned him as a traytor, tho’ he
had behav'd himfelf as bravely as any man

could

Sce xi and xii Chap. of partI1, and compare them with
xil. xiv. and xv. Chapters.
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could do, which increafed the ftorm, that
was butalready too great “.

While the common cry was ftrong againft
the de Witts, a barber whofe name was Tich-
laer, came to the prince’s camp, and in-
inform'd the lord Zuyleffein, natural uncle to
the prince, that Cornelius de Witt, the antient
burgomafter of Dor¢, had given him money,
and promis’d him a great reward to poifon
the prince, becaufe, as he faid, they could
not otherwife preferve their liberty, the
prince being now made ftadtholder, contrary
to the perpetual edict ; and that they might
come to fall under a foreign power by a
match betwixt fome foreign potentate and a
daughter of the prince, if he fhould have
any‘, The barber having given this upon
oath, the prince communicated the fame to
the court of Ho/land, who thereupon commit-
ted de Witt to prifon, and after having exa-
mined both parties, confronted them, and
enquired into the matter by torture and
otherwife ¢, confidering all circumftances, with

the

® Hiftoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt. See alfo the me-
moirs of the count de Mountbas, publithed at Cologne.
€ This William Tichlaer, a barber-lurgeon, was a-very in-
famous fellow. Some time before this, he had turned away
Cornelia Pleunen his maid-fervant, and inftead of her wages
ave her a bill for bleeding, tooth-drawing, €c. which he
wore to, and fo got off. The wench, in her paffion, faid
he was a perjur'd villain, and had cheated her of her wages.
Upon this, Tichlaer brought his ation before the Ruard van
Putten, for hislofs of reputation.  Butthe jury or Leen-mannen
as the Dutch call them, found for the defendant, being con-
vinced, they faid, fhe fpoke nothing more than truth.
¢ Upon the oath of this fingle and moft worthy witnefs,
Cornelius de Wits, who made fo great afigure in the ftate, and
had
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the fteadfaft adherence, when confronted, of
the barber to his accufation, and the an-
{wersof the defendant and his dcfence, they
condemned the latter tolofe all his offices and
employments, banifh’d him for ever out of
Holland and Wefi-Friefland, and order’d him
to depart as foon as poffible, without ever
returning, on pain of feverer punifhment,
condemned him in cofls of f{uit, and fet his
accufers at liberty°.

The wife, brother and friends of Cornelius
de Witt prefented feveral petitions and infor-
mations to the court to vindicate the defen-
dant; infifting upon the fervices he had done
to the ftate for a great many years, and that
he was but juft returned home from the fleet,
where his very enemies would bear witnefs to
his courage and conduct. They alledg’d alfo
the whole tenor of his converfation, as a fuf-
ficient defence againft this calumny, and re-
ferr’d to the records of feveral courts, where
the barber had been condemn’d for perjuiy,
and fcandalizing feveral perfons of note, that
he was under fentence at the fame tine for
a rape, for which he was anfwerable to a court
of the defendant’s jurifdition, who was
thereby entitled to his forfeiture, for which

he

had juft gained a viQory over the French and Englyb fleets, was
put to the torture ; and while the hangman did his office, the
Ruard repeated the third ode of the third book of Herace, which
fo furpriz’d his judges, that they went away, and lefc him with
the fifcal and executioners, not able to endure the fight of a
man they were about to injure ftill farther.

¢ This is the fentence tranfcrib’d, and itis very remarkable,
that chofe who punith him do not declare him guilty, even in
their own opinions.
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he-ow’d the defendanta grudge ; that the de-
fendant never faw him but once, which was
foon after his return from fea, when the bar-
ber, after feveral applications, was admuitted
to his bed-chamber, on pretence of having
fomething of importance to difcover to him,
without any body’s being by ; that Mirs. de
Wit diftrufting the fellow becaufe of his ill
looks, and becaufe of the univerfal clamour
that was rais’d againft her hufband and his
brother, who had narrowly efcaped being
murdered by affaffins a very little before, fhe
ordered the chamber-door to be kept opem,
and her fon and fervant to ftay in the next
room, in view of the bed upon which her
hufband lay, becaufe of his indifpofition ;
that they heard all that pafs’d betwixt her
hufband and the barber; that the latter, after
fome difcourfe abaut the calamities of their
country, and the prefent pofture of affairs,
faid, he had fomething to propofe to him, if
he would keep it fecret and give him affiftance.
To which her hufband anf{wered, that if what
he had to propofe was good, he would do
what he defired; but if otherwife he might
get him gone. To which the barber replied,
Since you will not bear me, Str, I'll be gone.
And fo bidding him farewel he was let out
of the houfe by her fcrvant after he had
ftaid about a quarter of an hour. That 4
Witt, refieCting upon what had paffed, fent
for the town clerk, gave him an account of
what the fellow had faid, and defired him,
fince he was not able to go himfelf, that he

would
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would go to the prefent burgo-mafter, and
get a warrant to take up and examine the
barber. A warrant was accordingly taken,
but the witnefs could not be found ’till after
he had given in his accufation upon oath, to
which he was encourag’d by the clamours of
the people againft her hufband’.

It happen’d unfortunately that the barber
being at liberty, and publithing it loudly at
the Hague, that the Ruard Van Putten had
been convited on his evidence, the people
grew tamultuous, efpecially after they heard
the fentence, which they faid was cruel if be
was innocent, and contrary to juftice if he
was guilty. When the barber faw them in this
difpofition he trump’d up another tale, that
if they did not prevent it, Cornelius de Witt
would be quickly refcued out of prifon. Upon
this the people inftantly arm’d, and furrounded
the place where he was confined. It fell out
very unfortunately that the penfionary, who
had been fent for by his brother, went to him,
contrary to the advice of his friends; and as
he was bringing him out of prifon, in order
to depart, according to his {fentence, a wo-
man cried out to the guard of burghers, who
ftood before the prifon door, #hat the Devil !
men, there's the traytors going off, drive them
up again, or firtke them dead. Upon which,
the guard order’d them both to go up again,
or they would fire upon them ; and tho’

the

T All that Tichlaer offer’d on the other fide was, that he had
been injured, that the court which condemn’d him was partial,
the jury perjured and himfelf, notwithitanding what all the
world faid, an honeft man.
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the penfionary {poke to them with authority
to forbear, they forc’d them both in again,
and oblig’d their coach to drive off, in which
their father fat, in order to have carried them
to dinner®. In mean time the the tumult
increas’d, and the report being fpread, that
Cornelius had efcap’d, the people would not
be pacified ‘till two of the burgo-mafters and
four burghers went up and fatisfied them to
the contrary. 'The penfionary prevail’d with
the magiftrates to dine with him and his bro-
ther. But in the mean time all the compa-
nies of burghers came inarms about the priton,
drew up in good order, and would fuffer no
man to go in, for fear of an uproar. Three
troops of horfe which then lay in the Hague
alfo mounted : one of them went to the
ufual place of rendezvous, and the other two
endeavoured to get into the outer court of the
prifon, but the people kept them off with
their pikes and mufkets, and the armed rabble
got up to the tops of the neighbouring houfes,
to fee that neither of the de #itts fhould
efcape, and perceiving that the officers ftaid
long in the prifon, and apprehending them
to be murdered, they began to throw ftones
and to fire their picces at the doors and win-

dows,

€ We are told in the Dutch relations of this tragedy, thata
perfon of too great quality for the keeper to difpute with, came
in the morning, and afier 2 fhort interview with Cornelius de
Witt, ordered the jaylor, as if it wereat the prifoner’s requeft,
to goand bring, by all means, his father and brother to fee
him. As foon as M. Cornelius de Witt {aw his brother, he
cried out, why came you here? and the penfionary, under-
ftanding he had not fent for him, forefaw his own and his
brother’s fateg who lay on the bed crippled by the torture.
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dows, ’till the officers {poke to them out of

the windows, andtold them, all was well®,
A groundlefs report was in the mean time
fpread, that the mob of the neighbouring
villagesand towns had taken arms, and were
coming to plunder the Hagwe. This in-
creafed the tumult, and fome of the burghers
cried out, We flay bere to guard a couple of
rogues, who will certainly be refcued before to-
morrow, by force or fraud; and if they efcape,
che town will be next day all in blood and con-
Sufion, andour koufes plunder’d. Upon which
many requefled, that the de Witts might be
carried to the town-houfe, where they would
be kept fecurely, without anytrouble.  Others
cried out, Jet us tie them te the gibbet and fhoot
them. Upon which one of the mob bid them
follow him, and he would be their leader ;
and then with their mufkets and fmith’s
hammers they broke up the doors, and came
to the chamber, where they found the pen-
fionary fitting upon the foot of the bed, read-
ing his bible, and his brother laid down in his
pight gown. The penfionary atk’d them
what they would have, and why all that vio-
lence ? one of them anfwer'd, You muff walk
down, for we will bave your livesi. Corne-
ltus

% The magiftrates applied early enough for afliftance, to the
prince of Orange, belceching him to come to their ajd, or at
leall tofend them tioops. The anfwer they received was, that
his prefence was neceffary in the camp, and that for troops they
could rot be fpared.  All this, and the authorities on which
the falls are reported, the reader may find in Le Cierc, Tom.
I1L p. 300—308.

! it is eafy to difcern this was a tumult under dire@ion, for 1.
The guard was chang’d.2. The mob were headedby #an /)Btm

chem,
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bus rifing from the bed, fpoke roughly
1o the fellow, and bid him go down; but
the penfionary feeing that no reafon would
do, he took his brother by the hand to go
down ftairs, where he was wounded by a pike
over the eye ; upon which he held up his hands
and eyes to heaven, recommending his foul
to God ; and as he went out, was forc’d by
the mob to the very place where he had been
affaflinated two months before, and barba-
roufly murder’d, covering his face with his
cloak, asCe/ar did ; and his laft words were,
well, men ! well, citizens! and foon after
his brother underwent the fame fate.  Upon
this, the coinpaniesretired under theirrefpective
colours in good order, while the barbarous
mob carried their dead bodies to the gallows,
where they hung the penfionary a foot higher
than his brother, and afterwards mangling
their corps, cut their cloaths in a thoufand
pieces, and fent them about the country, as
if they had been trophies of a conquett ; and
fome of them cut out large pieces of their
fleth, which they broil’d and eat*. Thus
fell thefe two great men by popular fury ;
Cornelius de Witt in the 49th, and the penfi-
onary in the 47th year of his age, both equally
zealous for the glory and liberty of their na-

tive

chem, then a2 magiftrate. 3.Tho' the ringleaders were fo well
known, they were never punifhed.

X The circumftances of this inhuman butchery have been
very particularly recorded. It has been elpecially obferved,
that one Henry Verboof a gold-fmith cut open their bodies
likea butcher, took out both their hearts, carried them to a
public houfe to feaft the enemies of the de #itss with the fight,
and aficrwards kept them a long time by him,
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tive country, and formerly as much belov'd,
as now they were hated by the people, who
look’d upon them to be the caufes of all the
calamities with which their country was at
that time overwhelm’d '.

The Ruard van Putten left behind him a
daughter who was afterwards married to her
coufin Mr. Fobn de Witt, fon of the penfio-
nary, who gave fignal proofs of his extraor~
dinary abilities, tho’to the forrow of his rela-
tions, and indeed of all who knew him, he
died in the flower of his age, leaving behind
him two fops and a daughter. The names of
the fons were Cornelius and Fobn, and they
refembled in every refpe& their grandfather
fo nearly, that all the true friends of their
country faw with delight thefe worthy repre-
fentatives of a family, which had done and
{uffered fo much for the fafety and liberty of
their country®.

As very unufual pains had been taken firft
to excite, and then to augment that {pirit of
rage and fury which brought thefe great mento
fo undeferved an end, and as after their deaths
it had been given out that a full difcovery had
been made of fome traiterous correfpondence
carried on by the penfionary; the ftates of
Holland thought fit to appoint a folemn depu~
tation, who were direCted to feize and feal
up all the papers cf the late minifter, and to
bring them to the chancery of the Hague,
where they were examin’d by M. de #itt’s

fuc-

! Bafnage, Le Clerc, dela Neuville, &c.
u. Hiftoire de C. & J. de Witt, Vol. IL. p. s41.
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fucceffor in the office of keeper of the feals,
who declared, that he found nothing crimi-
nal in any of the penfionary’s papers, but on
the contrary many freth marks of his fidelity,
and one extraordinary inftance of his care,
corre&tnefs and affiduity, fince in the whole
of his tranfations for nineteen years there was
not a fingle paper but what was in its proper
place, fo as that it might be immediately re-
ferred to".

The truthis, the virtues of thefe great men
were fo refplendent, and the fervices they
bad rendered their country fo many, and of
fuch high confequence, that when death had
exempted them from the purfuits of envy,
even thofe who had perfecuted them living,
did juftice to their memory. When king
Clarles 11. heard of the death of the de #itts,
he enter’d into a difcourfe of the hazard aman
run in accepting the office of penfionary.
“ 1 am heartily forry, faid he, for the fate of
‘ Yobn de Witt, but he was cloath’d with the
“ moft dangerous charater in his country.
‘¢ That charalter of which Barnevelt felt the
 pain; Paagw experienc’d the clamours and
calumnies, which are ufually rais’d againft
him who enjoys it, and of which Catsalone
“ enjoy’d the pleafure. This laft when he
*“ threw himfelf on his knees before the
ftates, to procure his difmiffion, could not
forbear on their granting it, breaking out into
tears of joy that flow’d from a juft fenfe

f ¢« of
Ibid. p. 547.
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“ of his happinefs in efcaping fafe and found
“ from fuch a poft °”,

The prince of Orange, who had only a po-
litical averfion for the de #it¢s, when he heard
of their barbarous murder, inftead of thewing
the leaft approbation of it, or even attributing
their fate to their own fault, reproved fuch
as {poke difrefpetfully of Cornelius deWitt,and
then applying himfelfto a perfon of diftinction
who was near him ; * We have loft, fzid be, in
« the penfionary a great minifter and a great
“ man. Hisgenius was equal to his employ-
ments, and the virtues of his private life
 added luftre to his talents for public bufi-
“ nefs* ”.  His highnefs had reafon indeed to
fay this, for the penfionary de Witt was much
more careful of his education than any of his
own family, * I know, faid that great ftate{-
‘“ man, that the prince will be one day fet at
the head of affairs, and therefore, out of re-
gard for my country, I would willingly
contribute, as far as in me lies, to his at-
“ taining every quality which may render
him equal to thofe employments, to which
¢ he may be hereafter called ¢.”

Mr. Samfon, who wrote the life of king
William, has therein drawn the following
charatter of the penfionary * He was, fays

4

° Ibidp. 547.

? Hiftoire de Guillaume IIT Tom. II. p. 421.

9 Burner's Hiftory of his owntimes, Vol. I. p. 364, where
the author fays, that he had this from the mouth of the prince
of Orasge, who acknowledged, that he owed his perfect

knowledge of the affairs of Holland to the difcourfes and in-
firuttions of Fobx dz Wis.

I Fa——r— v —————r—
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be, ¢ a perfon of univerfal abilities, and the
«« greateft genius of his age, the ableft politi-
¢ cian in war, as well as peace, the At/as of
“ the commonwealth, of which, even his
¢« enemies look’d upon him as thegreat oracle.
He was induftrious, vigilant and indefa«
‘ tigable in bufinefs, fober, modeft, always
¢ ferious, but withal courteous, eafy, affa-
¢ ble and agreeable in every thing he did.
¢ Asdifinterefted as a man could pofiibly be,
«¢ fince all he propos’d was the profperity of
¢ his country, and the maintainante of its
¢ liberty. Tho’ he was very eafy of accefs,
«¢ and extremely civil to every body, yet he
« was far from ceurting popularity by any
¢ mean or bafe fubmiilions to the people.
«« Always equal to himfelf, and never thaken
¢¢ even amidft the greateft misfortunes: his
¢ mind retain’d its ufual compofure, and even
¢ to his laft breath he manifefted that heroic
« firmnefs as fuch men are only capable of,
«« whofe coniciences are void of offence. To
¢ fum up his charaéter in few words, I fhall
“ fay, that in whatever could demonftrate
¢ ejther abilities of foul, or addrefs of body,
« he excell’ld. He was a great mathema-
¢ tician, a good philofopher, and am univer-
¢« fal fcholar. In a word, he had an exqui-
¢ fite judgment and an admirable memory,
¢ at the fame time that he pofieffed, in the
¢ higheft perfection, thofe qualities which
“ books and ftudy never can beftow, and
« which are however abfolutely neceflary w
¢ a minifter of ftate, who is at the head of

f2 ¢ affairs,

({4
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¢¢ affairs, and who adminifters as he did, ina
“ manner alone, the government of a great
¢ republic’.”

Bifthop Burnet has given us a very large
charafter of thie penfionary, but it is not very
exact. He fays, that he was rais'd to that
office by that time he was 26, whereas he was
nearer 28. He obferves he was defetive in the
knowledge of modern hiftory, but the reader
will perceive, by the enfuing pages, how much
the prelate erred in that point; and he erred
ftill farther in affirming him to have hated
the houfe of Orange, which it is moft certain
he never did, but lov'd, as became him, his
country’s fafety better than the intereft or
grandeur of any princely family ; and to prove
this, one need do no more than cite the bi-
thop’s character of himat large, which in-
deed is fo particular, and contains {o many
curious circumflances, that notwithftanding
thefe little flips, I fhall recommend it to the
reader’s perufal.

After having mentioned his family, he
procccds to tell us, *¢ that his breeding was

¢ to the civil law, "which he underftood very
““ well. He wasa great mathematician'; and
¢ as his Elementa Curvarum fhew what a
‘¢ man he was that way; fo perhaps no man
¢ ever applied algebra to all matters of trade
““ {o nicely as he did. He made himfelf fo
‘¢ entirely mafter ofthe ftate of Holland, that
¢ he undecftood exaitly all the concerns of
¢ their revenue, and what fums, and in what

““ manner

iftoire de Guillaume III, Tom. II. p. 413.
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manner could be raifed upon any emer-
gency of ftate. For this he had a pocket-
book full of tables, and was cver ready to
fhew how they could be furnithed with
money. He was a frank, fincere man,
without fraud, or any other artifice but
filence ; to which he had fo accuftomed
the world, that it was not €aly to know,
whether he was filent on defign or cuftom,
He had a great clearnefs of apprehenfion :
and when any thing was propofed to him,
how new f{oever, he heard all patxemly,
and then afked fuch queftions as occurred
to him : and by the time he had done all
this, he was as much mafter of the propo-
ﬁtlon as the perfon was that had made it.
He knew nothing of modern hiftory, nor
of the ftate of courts, and was eminently
defective in all points of form. But he had
laid down this for a maxim, that all princes
and ftates followed their own interefts : fo,
by obferving what their true intereft were,
he thought he could, without great intelli-
gence, calculate what they were about.
He did not enough confider how far paf-
fions,amours, humoursand opinionswrought
on the world, chiefly on princes, He had
the notions of a commonwealth from the
Greeks, and Romans. And from them he
came to fancy, that an army commanded
by officers of their own country, was both
more in their power, and would ferve
them with the more zeal, fince they them-
felves had fuch an intereft in the fuccefs,
f3 “ And
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And {o he was againft their hirinF foreig~

ners unlefs it was to be common foldiers to
fave their own people. But he did not
enough confider the phlegm and covetouf-
nefs of his countrymen; ot which he felt the
ill effe&s afterwards. This was his greateft
error, and it turned totally upon him.
But for the adminiftration of juftice at
home, and for the management of their
trade and their forces by fea, he was the
ableft minifter they everhad. He had an
hereditary hatred to the houfe of Orange.
He thought it was impofiible to maintain
their liberty, if they were ftill ftadtholders.
Therefore he did all that was poffible to
put an invincible bar in their way, by the
perpetualedi¢t, Butat the fame time, he
took great care of preferving the young
prince’s fortune, and look’d well to his edu-
cation, and gave him, as the prince him-
felf told me, very juft notions of every
thing relating to the ftate. For he did not
know, but that at fome time or other he
would be fet over them. Therefore he
intended torender him ft to govern well.”
The famous Sir William Temple, than

whom no man was better acquainted, either
with the perfonal character of the penfionary
de Witt, or with the Du:ch government in
general, {peaks of him on various occafions,
with the uimoft efteem, and with the higheft
teftimonies of praife and admiration. He ob-
ferves, that when he was at the head of the
government, he differed nothing in his man-

ncr
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ner of living, from an ordinary citizen. When
he made vifits he was attended only by a fingle
footman, and on common occafions he was
frequently feen in the ftreets without any fer-
vant at all . This moderation indeed was
very agreeable to the nature of that govern-
ment which he laboured to fupport ; for in an
equal commonwealth there ought to be little
or no diftin&ion amongft citizens, and the
pofts in the adminiftration fhould rather be
accounted honourable burthens than employ-
ments to be fought for profit. Thefe were
abfolutely the fentiments of the grand pen-
fionary, whofe office for the firft ten years,
brought him in little more than 300 /. and in
the latter part of his life not above 700 A
per ann.  When he refufed a gift of 10,000 L
from the ftates general, it was becaufe he
thought it a bad precedent in the government,
and when he accepted from the nables of
Holland 1500 /. it was with a view to the
public fervice, which he would have been
the lefsable to attend, but for that convenient
fupply, his fortune being much inferior to
what, in our times, we fee commonly rais’d
by an under clerk in a great office. With
great reafon therefore, Sit Wiliiam Temple
fpeaking of his death obferves °,
¢ He wasa perfon that defervedanother fate,
“ and a better return from his country after
‘¢ eighteen years fpent in their muniftry,
‘« without any care of his ente tainments or
f4 L “ eafe,

fSee Sir William Temple's letters and memoirs,
+ See his Obfervations upon the United Provinces, p. 160
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¢ eafe, and little of his fortune. A man of
« unwearied induftry, inflexible conftancy,
¢ found, clear and deep underftanding, and
*¢ untainted integrity, fo that whenever he was
* blinded, it was by the paffion he had for
s¢ that which he efteemed the good and in.
¢ tereft of his ftate. This teftimony is juttly
¢ dueto him from all that were well acquainted
‘¢ with him, and is the more willingly paid,
¢« fince there can be as little intereft to flatter,
¢¢ as honour to reproach the dead.”

But why do I trouble the reader with auv-
thorities in fupport of his charater, who in
the following fheets has ereGted a never-fading
monument to his own immortal memory.
This book contains thofe maxims of govern-
ment upon which he alted; it thews us the
true and genuine principles of policy, on which
alone it is poffible to ereét an adminiftration,

rofitable at home, and which muft command
refpe¢t abroad. Here on the one hand are
pointed out the mifchiefs of tyranny, arbitrary
power, authority derived from faétion, mo-
nopolies, and every other fpecies of corrup-
tion. On the other hand, here is explain’d
the true method of acquiring and fecuring
power, riches and peace, and of managingand
extending trade ; of fupporting liberty without

- running into licentioufnefs, and of admi-
- niftring the commonwealth in fuch a manner,

as that the pofieflors of power fhall not be ei-
ther envied or fear’d. Such is the work, and
fuch was its author, a great good man,

who
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who after overcoming fuch domeftick diffi-
culties as were thought infuperable, apnd tri-
umphing over foreign enemies, perifh’d at
laft by popular fury, who coming to the go-
vernment in diftrefs’d and perilous times, by
his {kill, his probity and indefatigable induftry,
firft rendered his country fafe, then happy ;
who owed his deftruction to the wantonne
of that profperity he had procured, arnd was
buried in the ruins of that fabrick which
none but his own incomparable genius could
ere®. Would you f{ec the model of this
fuperb edifice, behold it in his book, and know
that the author of thefe memoirs confiders it
as his greateft felicity, that he has lived to pay
this tribute to the memory of thefe martyrs,
the common friends to liberty and to man-
kind, whofe virtues have been fo imperfectly
known to Britons, that manylook upon them
as juft vi@ims to their own ambition, whereas
they were abfolutely facrifices of ftate, which
ought to teach every free people to refledt,
when they are ftirred up againft fuch as
have been long efteem’d patriots, fince
it is ealy to commit fuch an altion as
was that of the murder of the de Witts,
while the ftain of it is fcarce ever to be
wiped out,

To



X

Mempirs, &c.

To the Memory of the Grand
Penfionary.

HOW bigh, and yet how juff, de Witt thy
fame!

Who would not die like thee for fuch a name 2
Yet ev'n that death could no fich honour give,

Hewbowould reachthy fame muf} like thee live,

THE



CONTENTS

PART L

Chap. 1. HEREIN are laid down the
general political maxim: which
tend to the profperity of all

countries: and fome reafons to make it evident,
that the fame do aptly agree to Holland and
Weft-Friefland, Page 1.

Chap 2. That the true intereft and polxmal max-
ims of Holland may be well underfood, it mult
not be carg[ dered as in fpecylation it fhould be,
but as it flands at prefent,

Chap. 3. Of Holland’s natural burdens and bm-
drances, 17
Chap. 4. Of the natural produit and ad’vantages of

Holland,

Chap. 5. That the inbabitants of Holland cawtot
be fed by its own produfl, 27.

Chap. 6. That Holland lies very commodienfly to
fetch its provifion out of the fea, and to provide
it felf by other arts and trades : and bow great a
means of [ubfiftence 1be ﬁ/bme: may prove 1o us,2z.

Chap. 7. That no country in Europe is fitter for
traffick than Holland ; and bow great a means
of fubfiffence commerce is to it,

Chap. 8. Holland 4y fifhing and trqﬁ:k bas arqwr’d
manufalluries and navigation: kow great a
means of fubfiftence manufaliury, and fhips let
out 1o freight prove to them, 29.

Chap.



The CONTENTS.

Chap. 9. That the inbabitants of Holland, being
ina flate of freedom, are by a common intereft,
wonderfully linked togetoer 5 which is alfo fhew’d
by a rough calculation of the number of inbabi-
tants, and by what means they fubjift, 31,

Chap. 10. WWhy the beavy taxes occafioned by war,
bave not driven fibing, tradinc, manufafury,
and fh1pping out of Holland, 38.

Chap. 11. The antient fate of manufalturies, ﬁ/be-
ries, and navigation in Europe, 39.

Chap. 12. It is particularly fhewn, that fibing
and traffick muft entirely ferrle in Holland, and
manufalturies for the moft part, and confequently
navigation, or failing upon freight, 43.

Chap. 13. That Amfterdam is provided with
better means of fubffience, and is a greater city
of traffick, and Holland a ricker merchandizing
country, than ever was in the world, 46.

Chap. 14. That freedom or toleration in and about
sbe fervice and worfbip of God, is a great means
10 preferve many inbabitants in Holland, and
to allure foreigners to dwell amongft us, 49,

Chap 15. Afecond means to keep Holland populous,
is a plenary freedom for all that will cobabit
with #s, to follow anyoccupation for a livelibood,

56.

Chap. 16. That monopolizing companies and guilds,
excluding all other perfons from their focieties,
are very prejudicial to Holland, 6o.

Chap. 17. That fifbers, manufaliurers, merchants,
and owners of freight Jbips, ought not as fuch to
becharged, by paying any impofition to the coun-

try, under any pretext wlm!fae'ver, 65.
Chap. 18. That freedom of religion is, comtrary to
all reafon, obfirufied in Holland, 68.

Chap. 19. That the freedom of fifbery and Iraffick
n



The CONTENTS.

in Holland is in fome meafure anjufily refirain’d,

0.
Chap. 20. That manufallures and other mechanic
works, are imprudently refirasn’d, 73.

Chap. 21. That the beavy and manifold impofts
will at length defiroy the profperity of this coun-
7y, 75-

Chap. 22. The grounds and reafons upon which the
greateft caution is to be us’d in laying the tax
of convov-momey, or cuftoms, 78.

Chap. 23. That in leying comvgy-money, we in
Holland deviate in many particulars from thefe
maxims, and in many things bave obferv’d them
well, 83.

Chap. 24. Wbhat profeffions of the inbabitants of
Holland ought to be more or lefs burden’d with
taxes, or favour’d by the politick magiftrate.

Chap. 25. The antsent flate of juflice in Hollan%l
and Weft-Friefland being related, it is likewife
Shewn, that the laws and order of juftice ought
20 be fram’d for the greateft advansage of traffick,

I15.

Chap. 26. That the fettling of Dutch colonies in
Soreign countries, would be very advantageous
Jor tbe rulers and people of Holland, and for
traffick and commerce, as well as navigation, 117.

PART



The CONTENTS.

PART II

Of the intereft of Holland in relation to fo-
reign princes and ftates,

Chap. 1. HAT a free navigation ought to
be carefully kept, and defended,

againft all pirates and enemies. How this may
be put in praliice ; and after what mauner it
bas been beretofore done or omitted, 132.
Chap. 2. Above all things war, and chiefly by fea,
is moft prejudicial, and peace bemeficial to Hol-
land, 195.
Chap. 3. That Holland bas antiently receiv’d thefe
maxims of peace, 119
Chap. 4. Some cafes laid down, in which it feems
advifeable for Holland t0 engage in a war ;5 and
yet thefe being well weighed, it is concluded,
that Holland neverthelefs ought to feek for peace,
203.

Chap. 5. Inquiry made whether and bow the wel-
fare of any country may be preferv'd by treaties
of peace, 216.
Chap. 6. Some confiderations particularly ré'ating
to alliances between Holland and inferior pow-
ers, 223.
Chap. 7. Some confiderations touching the alliances
wbich Holland might enter into, with mightier
potentales than themfelves, and firfi with France,
228.

Chap. 8. Confiderations concerning Hollaad's en-
tering into alliances wilk Spain, 233.
Chap. 9. Confiderations touching Holland’s entering
inte alliance with England, 235.

Chap



The CONTENTS.

Chap. xo. Some general and particalar inferemces
drawn from the foregoing confiderations touching
all our allies, 245.

Chap. 11. That Holland beretofore under the go-
vernment of a fingle perfon was in continual tu-
mults and broils: and that under a free govern-
ment it can defend it felf againft all foreign power
better than formerly, 252.

Chap. v2. That Holland, during its free govern-
ment, cannot be ruin'd by any intefiine po'wGeg,

200,

Chap. 13. That Holland, during its free govern-

ment, is very well able to refift all foreign power,
280.

Chap. 14. That Holland, tho fbe does not fortify
ber cities, if fbe keeps united with Utrecht only,

£5 able to defend berfelf againft all the potentates
of the world, 2g0.

Chap. 15. That every great city in Holland, whe-
ther well or ill fortified, is able to defend it felf
againft all force from without, 296.

PART III

Chap. 1. Y N which enquiry is made in what the
I intereft of the free rulers of Holland

as 10 all the particalars by which the people may
live bappily, confifts, 310,
Chap. 2. Wherein is confider’d the intereft of the
monarchical government in Holland as to0 all the
foregoing matsers, by which the commonally may
thrive or profper, 336.
Chap. 3. Wherein is examined whether the reajons
alledged in the two preceding chapters, receive
any confirmation from experience, 335.
Chap,



The CONTENTS.
Chap. 4. Reafons.why the inbabitants of Holland

were no more dammﬁed under the government of
the captains general or fadtholders, 370.
Chap. 5. The reafon why the general liberty in Hol-
Yand batb caufed no more benefit fince the death of
the prince of Orange, the laft Radtholder of
Holland, and captain-general during life, 380.
Chap. 6. What good fruits the beginnings of a free
government bave already produc’d, from the death
of the fladtholder, to the year 1662, 394.
Chap. 7. The third and lafl part concluded with this,
Tbas all good inbabitants ought to defend the free
government of Holland and Weft-Fricfland with
their lives and eflates, 480.
Chap. 8. Tbe conclufion of the whole book, wzlb a
declaration of the author’s defign, and a caution
both to theill and well affelied readers, 487.

The



The TRUE INTEREST, and
PorLiTicar Maxims of
the Republick of Holland
and Weft-Friefland.

PART L

CHAP I

Wherein are laid down the general political
maxims which tend to the profperity of all
countries: and fome reafons to make if evi-
dent, that the fame do aptly agree to Holland
and Weft-Friefland.

HAT we may not abruptly fpeak of the

true intereft and political maxims of Hol-

_ land and Wep- Friefland, nor yet {urprize
the reader with unknown matters, I judge it ne-
ceffary to begin with a general difcourfe of the uni-
verfal and true political maxims of all countries:
that the reader being enlightned by fuch reafoning,
may the better comprehend the true political
maxims of Holland and Weft-Friefland. And fee-
ing that almoft all the people in Europe, as the
Spaniaras, Italians, French, &c. do exprefs the
fame by the word intereft, 1 fhall often have occa-
fion to ufe the fame likewife here for brevity fake,
in the fame fenfe that they do ; wviz. feeing the true
intereft of all countries confifts in the joint welfare
of the governors and governed ; and the fame is
known to depend on a gooBd government, that be-
g



2 General Maxims. Part I.

T%e truve ing the true foundation whereon all the profperity
interefl of of any country is built; we are therefore to know,
all coun-
tries con- that 7 good government is not that where the well
fifts in the OF i'1-Deing of the fubjeéts depends on the virtues
profperity or vices of the rulers ; but (which is worthy of ob-
o all the feryation) where the well or ill-being of the rulers
inhabi- . .
tanss,  Deceffarily follows or depends on the well or ill-
being of the fubjeéts.  For feeing we muft believe
that in all focieties or affcmblies of men, felf is al-
ways preferred; fo all fovereigns or fupreme
powers will in the firft place feek their own advan-
tage in all things, tho’ to the prejudice of the fub-
je&. But feeing on the other hand true intereft
cannot be compaflzd by a government, unlefs the
generality of the people partake thereof ; therefore
the publick welfare will ever be aimed at by good
rulers.  All which very aptly agrees with our La-
tin and Dutch proverb, that, Tantum de publicis
malis fenlimus, quantum ad privatas res pertinet 3
i. e. We are only fenfible of publick affli¢tions, in
fo far as they touch our private affairs; for no body
halts of another man’s fore.

Whereby it clearly follows, that all wife men,
whether monarchs, princes, fovereign lords, or
rulers of republicks, are always inclined o to
ftrengthen their country, kingdom, or city, that
they may defend themfelves againft the power of
any ftronger neighbour.  The rulers welfare there-
fore does fo far neccﬁ'arlly depend on the welfare of
the fubject 5 elfe they would foon be conquer'd by
ftronger neighbouring princes, and be turn’d out
of their government. Thofe monarchs and fupreme
powers, who by bad education, and great profpe-
rity, follow their pleafures, fuffer their government
to fall into the hands of favourites and courtiers, and
do commonly neglet this firft duty 5 the faid fa-
vourites in the mean time finding themfelves vefted
with fuch fovereign power, do for the moft part

rule
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rule to the benefit of themfelves, and to the pre-
Judice, not only of fuch voluptuous and unwary
chief magiftrates, but alfo of their fubje@s; and
by confcquence tq the weakning of the political
ftate; fo,that we have often feen revolutions of
fuch monarchies by the ill government of favourites.
But fuch princes as are wife, and do not entruft
their power in other mens hands, will not omit to
ftrengthen their dominions againft their neighbours
as much as poffible. But when monarchies, or re-
publicks are able enough to do this, and have no-
thing to fear from their neighbouring ftates or po-
tentates, then they do ufually, according to the op-
portunity put into their hands by the form of their
government, take courfes quite contrary to the
welfare of the fubjeét.

For then it follows as truly from the faid gene- Whence
ral maxims of all rulers, that the next duty of mo- # the in-
narchs, and fupreme magiftrates, is to take fpecial Z:;fg;:
care that their fubje@s may not be like generous s aveten
and metalfome horfes, which, when they cannot be and impo-
commanded by the rider, but are too headftrong, ’Wé”/b the
wanton, and powerful for their mafter, they rcduce-,/‘,:[f:i)’q
and keep fo tame and manageable, as not to refufe may af-
the bit and bridle, I mean taxes and obedience. fume o
For which end it is highly neceffary to prevent the #em/elves
greatnefs and power of their cities, that they may;:;f:'r they
not out of their own wealth be able to raife and pleafe.
maintain an army in the field, not only to repel all Aritt.
foreign power, butalfo to make head againft their Polit. 2 5.
own lord, or expel him. And as little, yea much®'"
lefs may prudent fovereign lords or monarchs per-
mit that their cities, by their ftrong fortifications,
and training their inhabitants to arms, fhould have
an opportunity eafily, if they pleas’d, to difcharge
and turn off their fovereign.  Bot if herein a fove-
reign had negleted his duty, there’s no way left for
him, but to wait an opportunity to command f{uch

Ba populous
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populous cities and ftrongholds by citadels, and to
L.7.c.31. rengler them weak and defencelefs. And tho’ Ari-
ibid. - potle fays, that it very well fuits an oligarchical ftate
to have their cities under command of 2 caftle, yet
this is only true of a great and populous city, that
hath a prince over it, and not of a city that go-
verns itfelf, or hath a fhare in the fupreme govern-
ment; for in fuch a republick, the governor of
that citadel would certainly be able to make him-
felf mafter of that city, and to fubjugate or over-
top his rulers. And we fee that this reafon is fo
ftrong and clear, and confirm’d by experience,
that the hiftory of all former ages, as well as the
~ age we live in, teach us, that the rulers of repub-
licks, whatever they are, have wifely forborn
erecting cfadels, and do ftill continue to do fo.
So that it appears that the faid maxim tending to
the overthrow of great and populous cities, may
be attributed to monarchs and princes at all times,
buc never to republicks, unlefs when they have in-
confiderately fubdued great cities; and tho’ not
willing to demolifh them, yet are wiiling to keep
them diftinét from the fovereign government.
But if the inconfiderate reader be fo far prepofiefs’d
in favour of monarchy and againft common free-
dom, that he neither can nor will fubmit himfelf
to this way of reafoning, nor to the venerable and
antient leffons of old and renowned philofophers,
then let him know, that the chriftian and invinci-
g‘ ’f’: ble monarch Fuflinian has for ever eftablithed the
j:(’lpinia’-. faid monarchical maxim by form of law in the
nus in bis corpus juris, now become the common law-book
corpus ju-of all civiliz’d people, and efpecially of Chriftians.
;’.“;;{i’; " * For the faid emperor having by his captain gene-
ral
2":'1:;:‘_" ® Belifario magifiro militum per orientem, &Sc. Interea were
blipd it. f aliguas civitates _/Eu Caflella per limites conflituta providerit
tua magnituds nimice efft magnitudinis, & propter bhoc nom poffe
bene cuflodiri ad talem modum ea confirui difponat, ut poffint per

paucos beae fervari, &e, Cod, L 1. Tit. 27. par. 14.
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ral of the eaft, Belifarius, reconquer’d from the
Gorbs that part of Africa which he had formerly
loft, and brought it under his fubjeétion, gave him
no order that the inhabitants of great cities thould
be better difciplin’d and provided with arms, or
ftrengthned by good walls, that they might jointly
with eafe defend themfelves, and their great and
populous cities, againft the affaults of thofe barba-
rous people: but on the contrary, he commands
the faid captain general Belifarius (and confequently,
according to the Roman laws, all his other gover-
nors of provinces) to make fuch provifion, that no
city or ftrong hold lying on the frontiers be fo
great as it could not be well kept; but in fuch ca-
fes fo to order them to be built, that they may be
well defended with few foldiers, and ‘particularly
fuch as were in pay, and depended only on the
emperor of Rome.

And tho’ weak, voluptuous, dull and fluggith
monarchs neglect all thefe things, yet will not the
courtiers who govern in their ftead, negle& to feek
themfelves, and to fill their coffers whether in war
or in peace: and thus the fubjeéls eftates being ex-
haufted by rapine, thofe great and flourithing cities
become poor and weak. And to the end chat the
fubject thould not be able to hinder or prevent
fuch rapine, or revenge themfelves, thofe favourites
omit no opportunities to diveft thofe populous cities
of all fortifications, provifion, ammunition of war,
and to hinder the exercifing of the commonalty in g3, ;...
the ufe of arms. Since it appears from the faid max- rej of re-
ims, that the publick is not regarded but for the publican
fake of private intereft ; and confequently, that is ;"/”‘: 4
the beft government, where the chief rulers may .5 %"
obtain their own welfare by that of the people : popusous
It follows then to be the duty of the governours of cities.
republicks to feek for great cities, and ro makethem Ié;ll&l
as populous and ftrong as poffible, that fo all rulers _ "’ 175
B 3 and ¢, 11,
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and magiftrates, and likewife all others that ferve
the publick either in country or city, may thereby
gain the more power, honour and benefit, and more
fafely poffefs iz, whether in peace or war: and this
is the reafon why commoniy we fee that all repub-
licks thrive and flourifh far more in arts, manufac-
ture, traffick, populoufnefs and ftrength, than the
dominions and cities of monarchs: * for where
Holland's there is liberty, there wiil be riches and people.
true inte- L0 bring all this home, and make it fuic with
reft confifls OUT ftate, we ought to confider that Holland may
inpromo- ealily be defended againft her neighbours; and that
ting fb-  the Aourithing of manufatures, fithing, navigation,
Zﬁ,gﬁ:’"' and traffick, whereby that province fubfifts, and
traffick,  (its natural neceflities or wants being well confidered)
&c. depends perpetually on them, elfe would be un-
inhabited : I fay, the flourifhing of thofe things
will infallibly produce great, ftrong, populous and
wealthy cities, which by reafon of their convenient
fituation, may be impregnably fortified : aH whicn
to a monarch, or one fupreme head, is altogether
intolerable. And therefore I conclude, that the
inhabitants of Holland, whether rulers or fubjects,
can receive no greater milchief in their polity,
than to be governed by a.monarch, or fupreme
lord : and that on the other fide, God can give no
greater temporal blefling to a country in our cou-
dition, than to introduce and preferve a free com-
monwealth government.

But feeing this conclufion oppofeth the general
and long: continued prejudices of all ignorant per-
fons, and confequently of moft of the inhabitants
of thefe United Provinces, and that fome of my
readers might diftafte chis treatife upon what I
have already faid, unlefs fomewhat were.fpoken to
obviate their miftakes, I fhall therefore offer them
thefe reafons.

Altho’
® Quippe abi libertas, il & populus & divitia,
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Altho? by what hath been already faid, it ap-
pears, That the inhabitants of a republick are in-
finjtely more happy than fubjets of a land gover-
ned by one fupreme head; yet the contrary is al-
ways thought in a country where a prince is already
reigning, or in republicks, where one fupreme
head is ready to be accepted.

For not only officers, courtiers, idle gentry, and 74 inte-
foldiery, but alfo all thofe that would be fuch, 7% &
knowing, that under the worft government they ,,q 457.
ufe to fare beft, becaufe they hope that with im- diers is
punity they may plunder and rifle the citizens and direc?y
country people, and fo by the corruption of the :z}gmnﬂ
government enrich themfelves, or attain to gran-"""
deur, they cry up monarchical government for
their private intereft to the very heavens: altho 1 Sam. 1.
God did at firft mercifully inftitute no other but a 8 12.
commonwealth government, and afterwards in his ws;cs i
wrath appointed one fovereign over them. Yet nof belie-
for all this,