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PREFACE.

The Discourses of Confucius, commonly known as the
Analects, no student of Chinese, least of all the mission-
ary, can afford to neglect. In this brief treatise is revealed
to us, more or less fully, the mind of China’s most illust-
rious son, and consequently the mind of his race at its
best. Here is the model on which for two thousand years
this people has blocked the plastic mass of its mind and
character. To understand the matrix is to understand at
least the form if not the material of the impression, and
in this book we have the die from which millions have
been minted, sometimes of fine, more oft of baser metal.
Nevertheless, however varied the substance, the form
sought after has ever been the same, and he who under-
stands the revelation of China’s model of wisdom, grace
and honour herein exhibited, will also apprehend what is
the noblest ideal, however imperfect, that this multitud-
inous race has set before itself. He will, too, by this
means come into so close a mental touch with its aspira-
tions as to see distinction and dignity where before a
swamp of mental and moral stagnation may have seemed
to be his sole environment.

If any one ask why another translation be presented, the
1eply offered is that this work receives less attention at the
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hands of the student than its importance deserves, and a
new issue will at least once more draw attention to its exist-
ence and value. Should a further explanation be demand-
ed let it be that, except in an emasculated form, Dr.
Legge’s scholarly work is no longer within the reach of
the student of limited means ; that that work was published
long before the majority of the students of to-day were
born ; and that, justly or unjustly, its phraseology has been
criticised as too formal to make the Analects express to
an English what they do to a Chinese mind.

My plan of work has been to make, in the first instance,
an entirely new translation, without any reference to the
interpretations of my predecessors. On the completion of
such translation I then sought the invaluable aid of Dr.
‘Legge, of Pere Zottoli, and of H. E. Ku Hung Ming.
Dr. Legge’s monumental work on the Classics is too well-
known to call for further mention ; he has been throughout
my guide, philosopher and friend. The more T see of
his work the more deeply am I impressed with his pro-
found scholarship, his painstaking accuracy, his amazing
research, and his perspicuity of expression. Pére Zottoli's
version, published in 1879, is in Latin and may be obtain-
ed in his Cursus Literature Sinica, which covers the
whole range of the Chinese classical education of a decade
ago H. E. Ku’s work was published in 1898, under the
title, “ The Discourses and Sayings of Confucius,” and the
student is indebted to him for a rendering which is doubly
valuable as expressing in fluent English an educated
Chinaman’s interpretation of this Classic.

Zottoli's is a an admirable work, though often marked
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by an exceedingly close adherence to the text; its
rigidity of phraseology is uncalled for in an English
rendering. Ku's version on the other hand, being made
for English readers unacquainted with the Chinese tongue,
is more a paraphrase than a translation, hence the libera-
lity of expression he allows himself presents a view of the
Analects,—by no means always Confucian,—that is not to
be looked for in the pages of translatois mote constrained
by canons in general acceptation. Legge’s work while emi-
nently a translation and not a paraphrase, is by no means
slavishly literal, for his treatment of his *“ Author,” albeit—
perhaps like his Author—with a touch at times somewhat
heavy, is always both sound and sympathetic, and asto his
Introduction, it is a revelation of patient indomitable schol-
arship. To these three works, then, I have often been
indebted for correctness of apprehension, and in some cases
also for choiceness of phrasing.

Pere Couvreur’s work came into my hands during
the course of revision, as also did the Illustrated Four
Books in mandarin, (sce page 97). The latter takes the
form of a catechism and was of some interest at first, but
failed to be of service later on. Were it revised it would
be of use to the Western student. Pere Couvreur’s is an
excellent version, and often exhibits that facility for felicity
of expression for which his countrymen are noted.

A writer in the China Review thirty years ago satirising
the * insupportable uncouthness ”” of the translations of his
day, declares that “ no language has ever been so ill treat-
ed as Chinese,” and he lays down the law,—he is writing
about verse,—that a translation should be * free from any-
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thing which may suggest to the reader that the text exists
in another language.” ‘ No one, surely,” he goes on to
say, “ who wished to pass for a genuine Highlander would
carefully exhibit a pair of trousers under his kilt, and most
of us like not when a woman has a great peard. But
translators, as a general rule, are not content that the great
peard should be there, they must stick it out, aggravate it,
and flaunt it in our faces. They are anxious for nothing
so much as to remind the reader at every turn that their
work was Chinese before it was English, and, in fact, has
only half castits Chinese skin.” Behold an ideal fora
genius! The least I can hope to have done herein is
to shave off the ““ peard’; for even if one stripped off
the skin the Mongolian physiognomy must still remain
beneath ! :

Should the reader derive as much benefit from his study
of this fine old Classic as 1 have derived from translating
it, his time will be well spent. For several months I have
been living with a gentleman, China’s greatest gentleman,
whose company I have found edifying to the character,
and whose sententious sayings I have again found, after
twenty years of compulsory neglect, to reveal the nobility
of human life from a thoughtful Chinaman’s standpoint,
and to enable one the better to present the rubies of Eter-
nal Christian Truth, fresh polished and in more graceful
setting.

Our Lord did not destroy the Philosophy of the West;
He purified and ennobled it. Nor will He destroy the
Philosophy of the East, but will “fulfil” it, transform-
ing what is worthy from vain adulatory approval intc a
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concrete asset in the nation life and character. And if
the West, with a Philosophy more brilliant than anything
China has ever possessed, yet both needed and accepted
the radiant Christian hope of Life and Immortality,
and its entrancing vision of a diviner humanity, for
the salvation of its soul, the satisfaction of its intellect and
the perfecting of its Philosophy, how much greater is the
need of this vast race, whose vital necessity is this same
regenerating inspiration.

WENCHOW,
29, December, 1906.

NOTE.—This book was to have been published in 1go7. Tt has how-
ever taken more than three years to print. Distance from the printers, a
fire on their prcmises when part of it was destroyed, and the Author's
removal to another sphere of work are responsible for the delay.

T’aiyvanfn, Shansi  August, 1910.
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INTRODUCTION.

I.—The Ancient History of China.

The o1igin of the Chinese, like that of the other nations
of the Earth, is veiled in the mystery of unrecorded zons.
Whence they came and how, who with certitude shall tell ?
Surmise, we may, but who shall confirm ? Infer we may,
from footprints dim and o’ertrodden, and who shall deny ?
That this vast multitude had a beginning is certain, but
where and when did it take its rise? Were they one of
the many Mongolian tribes which occupied the Far East
when Asia was still joined to the continent of Ameiica?
Did they, through the discovery of writing and its con-
comitant advantages, raise themselves above their fellows,
the Tartars, the Ainos, the Japanese, perhaps the Red
Indians? Or did they, as is generally advocated, some
three thousand years before Christ, leave the original
habitat of civilised humanity in Western Asia, in obedience
to some great centrifugal movement which drove the tribes
of mankind forth from their common centre to replenish
the Earth and subdue it? Such may have been the case:
who shall tell ?

Tet usat any rate accept this as the most reasonable
theory, and think of the fathers of the Chinese race wander-
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ing, perhaps for generations, over the boundless praries of
the North West, maintaining their families by pastoral oc-
cupations as they slowly forged their eastward way, a
gradually increasing host, bringing with them, along with
other arts of civilisation, a knowledge of and preference
for husbandry, which led them to settle down upon the
fertile lowlands of Shansi, and there to abandon a nomad
life for a pursuit more in keeping with their inclinations.
At least we may with reasonable assurance maintain that
they were a pastoral before an agricultural people, for
apart from the testimony of their architecture in the tent-
like shape of the national roof, there is even less disputable
evidence in the etymology of their language, sheep and
cattle figuring as root-words in early and important
characters. Such evidence we have in words like 3£
good, 3 excellent, 3§ justice, #ff pastor, shepherd ; and
numerous others.

Granted then that the race set out from some common
cradle of humanity, what did they find on reaching their
Canaan, the country of their adoption? The waste howling
wilderness, through which they had wearily plodded their
homeless way, no longer stretched forbidding hands
against them, but even as the Israelite found a land which
to him, after his forty years of aimless wandering, seemed
to be flowing with milk and honey, so the pioneers of this
vast race found a land of beauty, a “ Land of Flowers,”
the name with which they early designated their heritage.

Nor was it an unhabited country that they discovered,
for, even before them, numerous tribes of Hittites, Amale-
kities, Jebusites, and Perizzites, in the shape of uncivilised
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tribes, had from generation to generation preceded them
from the common ancestral home. These now viewed
with natural anxiety this encroachment on their preserves,
but were nevertheless compelled to submit to the iron law
of humanity and retire, the fierce hunter before the peace-
loving farmer, to the north, the south, the west, and pos-
sibly even across the eastern waters. To this day some
such tribes still maintain an isolated existence in the land,
hedged in more by hereditary ignorance and apathy than
by the active oppression of their masters, or the mountain
fastnesses amongst which they dwell.

When the Chinese invasion set in the Lolo, the Shan,
the Miao-tzli, and many another tribesman roamed the
country at will; to-day he must adopt the civilisation of
his conqueror, or win his livelihood from the sheltered
mountains of Yunnan, Kueichou, Ssiich‘uan, Kuangsi,
Kuangtung, Chékiang, and of the islands of Formosa and
Hainan. The original denizen of American wood and
prarie strove with reeking tomahawk against the relentless
invader of his hunting grounds, and with his face to the foe
and his belt gory with white men’s scalps, he took payment
in blood for the land from which with tardy footsteps
he receded. In China the conquest, though equally ef-
fective, was carried out more slowly, the tribes were less
fierce and probably fewer in number than were the redskins,
the disparity in numbers also between the races was less
marked, and whilst violent collisions occurred, occurred
indeed all down the ages until the Manchu Tartars ac-
quired the throne, early Chinese history records rather a
policy of mutual toleration than of implacable hostility.
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Concerning those pioneer days our evidence is of the
scantiest, for the authentic history of China goes back
little beyond the first millenium B. C.  What little can be
learnt of those early days we find, along with another mil-
lenium of semi-historical records, in what remains to us of
the Shu Ching # #L, the editing of which is attributed
to Confucius, and also in the pages of Ssii-Ma Ch'ien
H ¥ &. the Herodotus of China The Shu takes us
back to three great monarchs of yore, Yao, Shun and Yii
&, 2, @, B.C 2356—2197. Ssii-Ma Chtien, like the
Bamboo Books, goes three centuiies still further back, to
the pgriod of Huang Ti 3 4. B. C. 26g97. He also
makes a passing reference to Yen Ti # ., ie. Shén
Nung il . the reputed founder of Agriculture, B. C.
2737, and successor of Fu Hsi 4k . the reputed
Founder of Chinese civilisation, who first introduced
clothing, cooking, dwelling in houses, and the art of writ-
ing to the human, that is the Chinese race. Tradition and
imagination, local and imported, have carried back the
mythical period to the days of Sui Jén & A, the dis-
coverer of the art of producing fire, to Yu Chao 4 #.
the Nest Possessor, or inventor of dwellings, and to Pan
Ku # . who chiselled out from chaos the heavens
and the_ earth, the mountains and the seas. But such
legendary testimony to the evolution of human civilisation,
probably Hindu rather than Chinese, witnesses less to the
method than to the early recognition of the process.

In brief, then, we may say that, ignoring the purely
mythical, we posses three periods of Ancient History,~—the
legendary, which is not recorded in the Shu Ching ; the
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semi-historical, whose chronology is involved in doubt,
but whose records contain authentic information regarding
actual personages; and the historical, whose chronology
can be verified by the eclipses referred to therein, and
whose relation of events may in general be accepted as
trustworthy.

The earliest records handed down to us by Confucius,
begin shortly before the first of the three great dynasties
of Hsia B, Shang #, (or Yin ), and Chou &, In
these he introduces us to Yao and Shun, whom he and his
successors have glorified as ideal Rulers, models for all
future ages.

YAO* #& known personally as To T‘ang Shih
W B JX. and imperially as T'ang Ti Yao, B 7 3%, is
generally assigned to B. C. 2336, In character the Shu
describes him as being endowed by nature with reverence,
intelligence, refinement, and thoughtfulness. That as a
Ruler he had predecessors, whether universally acknow-
ledged or not, may be inferred from the state of govern-
ment and civilisation indicated in the Shu, but to him is
directly ascribed the earliest unification of the Empire, and
the elevation from their previous state of semi-barbarism
of “ the black-haired race.” To him is also attributed the
regulation of the Calender, a work of exceeding difficulty
in those early days, by the employment of astronomers,
He announced that the year consisted of 365 days and in-
stituted, or at least restored, the intercalary month for
the proper regulating of the year.

* See T . & ML Sha Ching Yao tien,
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A vast body of water is said to have covered the Em.
pire, *“ embracing the mountains and overtopping the hills,
threatening the heavens with their flood.” This resem.
blance to the Noachic flood, together with the similarity
of sound between the two names, for Yao is in some
southern dialects pronounced Nyao or Nya, led some early
translators to infer that Yao was Noah, an inference hard-
1y supported by the Chinese records. Yao sent his minis-
ter Kun i to rcduce this mighty flood, who failed and
is said to have been put to death in consequence. Later,
Yi B the son of Kun, subsequently founder of the Hsia
dynasty, made a more successful attempt.

Finally, when Yao had been on the throne seventy
years, being anxious to arrange the succession in his life-
time, he passed over his own unworthy son, and married
his two daughters to a stranger named Shun %E, recom-
mended to him as one whose virture was so great, that
he had been able to transform the character of his un-
principled parents and his dastardly halfbrother, all of
whom had frequently sought his life,

SHUN %, who was found to satisfy all Yao s require-
ments, reigned as his regent fromr 2287 to 2258 the year
of Yao’s death, when Shun mourned him for three years
and then reigned under his own dynastic title of ¥i Ti
Shun g 4 %. his personal appellation being Yu Yu
Shih £ & B, During his fifty years of rule he made
personal tours of inspection all over his Empire, the
calendar was perfected, the country divided into provinces,
the channels deepened for the waters, laws and ordinances
laid down, and proper officers appointed to administer the
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government for the people’s welfare. When he had been
on the throne thirty-three years, being over ninety years
of age, he appointed his minister, the afore-mentioned Yii
as his successor, sharing the Imperial power with him till
his death. Shun died in 2208, and Yi after the usual
three years of mouining took over the reins of govern-
ment.

THE HSIA ¥ DYNASTY. With YU B, 2205—
2198, begins the first great Chinese dynasty, which ended
439 years afterwards with the infamous Emperor Chieh
& . Yi, as already noted, had distinguished himself in
the days of Yao, by his successful labours in draining the
country of the devastating waters which covered its surface.
Setting out four days after his marriage, for nine years he
took no rest, heedless of food or clothing, cold or heat;
heedless also of his wife and child, whose door he thrice
passed without entering, though the cry of the child
whom he had never seen reached his ears. In his address
to Shun we have a picture of the herculean labours that
fell to the lot of this early Chinese pioneer, and the faith-
fulness with which he devoted himself to his country’s
welfare.  “ The floods,” says he, “assailed the very
heavens, vast in their extent they encircled the mountains
and overtopped the hills, and the people were perplezed
and hemmed in. By four different modes did I travel
(cart for road, boat for water, sledge for mud and spikes
for hills), clearing the timber along the mountains, and
shewing the people how to obtain fresh food to eat. A
way did I open for the nine rivers to flow to the four seas,
and ... sowed grain, thus shewing the people how to ob-



8 THE ANALECTS:@ INTRODUCTION.

tain the food of labour as well as the food of the chase. 1
urged them to barter and to exchange their stocks of
goods, and in this manner all the people obtained grain,
and all the States were brought into order.”’*

While Yii was draining the country he, at the same time,
partitioned it on the principle of five concentric squares,
the first being of five hundred li square, the next five
hundred li beyond that, and so on. The central square
was the Imperial demesne, the next belonged to the nobles,
the third was for defence, the fourth was the frontier
square, and the fifth was the wild domain. All this is
attributed to the period preceding the death of Yao. '

On the demise of Shun, Yii at first withdrew, in order
that the son of his sovereign might ascend the throne, but
the people still had a voice, if not in the selection, at least
in the acceptance of a sovereign, and that voice being
insistent, Yii was induced to accept the throne. His reign
lasted but eight years, when during a progress to the
south, evidently with the old pioneering fever still strong
upon him, he died, as is said, in this province of Chékiang.
Like his two predecessors he elected his prime minister to
succeed him, but was in fact followed by his son Ch4 2,
who thereby set up the great Hsia dynasty, thus establish-
ing for good and for ill the principle of royal primogeni-
ture in the Empire. The dynastic title of Hsia is sup-
posed to have been adopted from the name of the district
over which Y# had been in command before his “call to

the throne.

* g & Baok 1V ﬁﬁ Fuller details are given in the §‘ %E_h\
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“With an interregnum of forty years this dynasty lasted
from 22035 to 1765 B. C., and consisted of seventeen sove-
reigns. Of these there is little of note recorded until we
reach the last, the Emperor Chieh £%, a name held up to
abhorrence in Chinese classical literature. Endowed with
great physical strength, able to twist iron bars like ropes,
be yet became the slave of an abandoned wife # .
presented to him by her father, the Chief of Shih J, to
propitiate hiny and thereby procure the withdrawal of his
invading forces. The Court was transformed into a palace
of debauchery, Chieh though past middle age yielding
himself, along with his wife and courtiers, to the most out-
rageous profligacy ;—a lake of wine, trees laden with de-
licacies, ivory chambers, majestic towers, every luxury
that lust and licence could suggest.

In the fifty second year of Chiely’s reign the Prince of
the State of Shang, impelled as he felt by Heaven itself, at-
tacked this debased and debasing ruler, deposed and im-
prisoned him until his death three years later, and himsel{
took over the control of the Empire.

THE SHANG #§. or YIN f# DYASTY. With
Téang #, the Prince of Shang, commences the second of
the three great ancient dynasties. As in the case of the
Hsia so with the Shang its first dynastic title was adopted
from the name of its Founder’s territory, examples of
which usage are found in our own House of York, Lan-
caster, etc. The title Yin was adopted three and a half
centuries later, from the name of the town to which the
Emperor Pan Kéng f## BE removed his capital.

The prolonged existence of the House of Hsia had by
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this tinte so established the recognition of the divine right
of kings that T‘ang, while expressing confidence that he
had been divinely appointed as the scourge of God against
an evil sovereign, was not left with unruffled conscience
over the part he had taken in destroying the great Yir's
succession.* But if history interpret truly, there was no
one as well qualified for, or justified in, accomplishing this
epoch-making dymastic revolution, for not only was Chieh
a criminal against the Empire’s welfare, but T‘ang himself
was no rank outsider, since, equally with Chieh, he traced
his ancestry back to Huang Ti, that root whence all his
predecessor on the throne are believed to have sprung.

His “ Aanouncement "’ on ascending the throne,t refer-
red to in An. xx, is a manly statement, one of the best in
the Shu, revealing along with a transparent humility, a
readiness to bear his own and the sins of his people, and a
devotion to their interests that were worthy of a mote en-
lightened age. It is also recorded of him that once whena
terrible drought wasted the land and a human victim was
deemed necessary, he himself went clad in white to the
Altar of Heaven, and there offered to immolate himself as
a victim to God on behalf of his people. The Shu gees
on to say that copious rain immediately fell which saved
the country. .

He changed the Imperial colour, which was black under
the Hsia dynasty to white, took the last month of the Hsia
year for his first month, and employed sagacious men as
his co-adjutors, with whose aid he reduced the Empire to

-

s, B ILL +E; iﬁ%BookIV.
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order. One of these, I Yin £ F referred to in An
xii. 22, he appointed Regent at his death, and when the
young monarch, Tai Chia -k B, grandson of Tang,
yielded to selfindulgence instead of attending to the
duties of his position, I Yin rermoved him for a period to
the tombs of his ancestors. In that sacred spot he was
urged to ponder over their virtues and his own errors,
with eminently satisfactory results to the young man and
his future rule.

Fourteen sovereigns followed T*ai Chia before the above
named P‘an Keng, B. C. 1401—1374, in succession to his
brother, ascended the throne. Deeming it advisable to
remove his capital, whether to propitiate the Fates by re-
turning to the neighbourhood of the ancient seat, or in
consequence of some overflow of the Yellow River, he
induced his people, with much difficulty, as is shewn in
the Shu, g§ & Book vii, to remove to a place called Yin
B¥ in modern Honan, this being the fifth removal during
the Shang dynasty. Eleven sovereigns followed him, two
of whom were his brothers, thus making with himself and
his predecessor four brothers who suceessively sat on the
throne.

Wu Ting, 8 T whose posthumous name is Kao Tsung
% 452, a son of Hsiao, one of these brothers, arrested for
a time the downfall of the dynasty so imminent at this
period. On his accession, in a dream he described as God
given, he saw the features of a man whom he was instruct-
ed to seek out as his minister. Search was duly made
and this man Fu Yen i B& was discovered and called
from following his occupation of a builder. Being brought
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before the king he proved to possess a sagacity so emi-
nent, that Wu Ting on installing him in office addressed
him in the following interesting terms :*—* Suppose me
asword, and let me use you as my whetstone ; suppose me
crossing a wide stream, let me employ you as my boat
and oars ; suppose me a year of drought, let me use you
as my copious rain ; you shall open your mind and refresh
mine ; you shall be my medicine, which if it do not disturb
will not cure ; you shall treat me as one walking barefoot,
who not looking at the ground will hurt his feet.” Wu
Ting’s reign lasted for the lengthy period of nearly sixty
years, from B C. 1324 to 1266,

One of his successors, Wu I i Z,, 1198-11035, seventy
years later, is said to have been the first maker of an
image in China, which indeed he made not for worship,
but in order to ridicule all religion. The image he called
the *“ Spirit of Heaven,” and backed himselr against it in
play, appointing some one to throw for “ Heaven.” The
image lost and he disgraced it. Making a leather bag
and filling it with blood, probably also placing the image
within it, he set it up in a high place and pierced it with
arrows, declaring as the blood flowed down that he was
killing Heaven. Ssli-ma Ch‘ien records that shortly after-
wards he was killed by lightning.

The dynasty was now fast crumbling to pieces, but an-
other Chieh was to arise before a succourer came forth
to put an end to a House which, beginning nobly, was to
perish, like its predecessor, in the profligacy of a king and

+ B H B v
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the shamelessness of his consort, and which was to be
succeeded in its turn by a third, which time and luxury
would also emasculate and destroy.

The dynasty of Shang with its 28 sovereigns, lasting
644 years from B. C, 1766 to 1123, was brought to an
awful close with the reign of the tyrant Chou #} 3.
Noted like his prototype Chieh for his great physical
prowess, he was in addition a man of mental alertness,
‘both of which gifts he prostituted to the gratification of
his passions, inventing orgies that put those of Nero into
the shade. Like Chieh, too, his debauchery arose froma -
passionate attachment to the woman who became his wile,
by name Ta Chi 4B . the beautiful daughter of the
Chief of Su #§, against whom Chou had once marshalled
his troops. Again unbridled extravagance and disgrace-
ful revelry, to which was added horrible inhumanity,
plunged the country into the miseries of tyrannical mis-
government. The wild excesses of Chieh being insufficient
to gratify the voluptuous palate of this monster and his
evil wife, others were invented. A lake of wine in which
men and women wallowed and perished intoxicated, trees
hung with the choicest delicacies, naked men and women
drunk with wine chasing each other round the palace
gardens ; tortures of the most cruel description ; the heart-
"less breaking of men’s shin banes to see which had the
most marrow, the young or the old; the Heater for
burning men, the Roaster for grilling them alive; the
disembowelling of men to examine their hearts, the chop-
ping of others to minced meat,—such a tale of debauchery,
callousness and woe as, if not exaggerated, has never been
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surpassed, if equalled, since the world began. That the
Empire must be rid of such a savage became manifest, and
the man appointed to this great work was already in the
making.

THE CHOU [ DYNASTY. That man was Fa, #
otherwise known as Wu Wang, # FE. He it was who
became the saviour of his country, and the Founder of the
Chou dynasty. Born in the State of Chi B, of which
his father was lord, he was brought up under the best of
influences. His father Ch'ang B the Chief of the West,
better known by his posthumous title of King Wén 3 F
was a ruler intellectual, honourable, and of great admini-
strative ability. So admirably did he counduct the gov-
ernment of his State, that people flocked from the oppres-
sion of other rulers to enroll themselves under his protec-
tion. Accused before the tyrant Emperor as a danger to
the royal power he was thrown into prison, and while
incarcerated there he occupied his lonely hours in the
study of Fu Hsi’s diagrams, represented by the modern
Pa Kua A\ #}, and in the compilation of a commentary
thereon which, completed by his son King Wu, has come

. down to us as an important part of the Yi Ching 5 #&,
China’s famous book of divination. The expenditure by
his son of a large sum in the way of tansom, and the pre-
sentation to the Tyrant by Weén's affectionate subjects of
a handsome concubine and a number of fine horses, secur-
ed his release. Being commissioned thereupon to reduce
the frontier tribes, he augmented his army, which became
so efficient that, when he died, he left his son Fa the most
powerful noble in the land,
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In due time the impulse came to Fa, to succour his dis-
tressed country from the miseries it was suffering under
the grinding heel of its tyrant, and on first taking the field
he was at once voluntarily joined by 800 princes and
chieftains, who flocking to his banner urged an immediate
advance on the Capital. Fa, however, asserting that
Heaven had not yet utterly cast off the Emperor, diverted
the host against and subdued the unprincipled ruler of Li
%Z, as a warning to the Emperor of the temper and re-
solve of his barons. Impervious to such an admonition,
and deeming himself in secure possessiofi of his ancient in-
heritance, the tyrant added impost to impost and crime to
cripe, for the gratification of his ever changing never
satiated desives, until the cry of the people aroused Fa to
once more lead forth his forces.

In his “ Great Declaration” he thus indicts his sover-
eign :*—“He has sawn through the shin bones of men
who were wading in the morning, he has cut out the heart
of the good man, he has used his majesty to kill and slay,
he has poisoned and afflicted all within the four seas; he
honours and trusts the depraved and crooked, he has ex-
pelled his advisers and the guardians of his throne, he has
cast aside the laws, and imprisoned or enslaved his upright
officers. He has ceased to observe the sacrifices to Heaven
and Earth, and to make offerings in the Ancestral Temple.
He makes wonderful deyices and extraordinary contriv-
ances to please his woman. Hence God is no longer with
him, but with a curse sends down upon him this timely ruin.”

*%V.L 3 3
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After this declaration Fa led on the attack against the
enervated host of this wanton Emperor, and on the plains
of Mu #% obtained a brilliant victory. The tyrant fled to
the palace of Lu Ti, the splendid scene of his vile de-
baucheries and crimes, and having arrayed himself in his
Imperial robes, set fire to the palace and perished in the
flames, while the evil consort of his shameful vices was
seized and executed.

Thus began the great dynasty of Chou, which dating
from B. C. 1122 ended 867 years later in B. C. 2355.
King Wu, reigned for seven brief before joining his fore-
fathers. He died it is said when 93 years of age, leaving
a son, a minor of thirteen, in charge of his brother, Duke
Weén 3 of Chou J§, a man noted through later ages for
his noble character and statesmanlike conduct.

Wu and Wén planted the House of Chou, as William
the Conqueror planted the Norman dynasty, in a soil
volcanic and unstable, that contained within it the sure
elements of its own disintegration. Desiring to reward
those who had stood by him in his destruction of the
Shang dynasty, and at the same time of binding them to
his own House, Wu establish the baronial order, partition-
ing the Empire into fiefs, great or small, according to the
merit or position of each baron.

These territorial magnates, with their independent
powers, Wu left as a heritage of woe to his descendants,
and it was but a short time ere they reduced the imperial
power to little more than an empty name. Under a
powerful sovereign refractory barons could be forced inta
submission, but with a weakling swaying the sceptre, as
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is the certain issue sooner or later of every monarchical
succession, jealousy, hatred, strife and internecine warfare,
with their exhausting exactions in men and means, the
depleting of the land, and the despair of the race was the
inevitable outcome. In but little more than three centuries
the power of the nobles exceeded that of the Emperor,
and with every succeeding century this power, and the
disorder it naturally involved, reduced the Empire to
a band of warring States with a merely nominal head,
to whom the haughty nobles gave scarce a show of
allegiance.

It was now, when the nation had well nigh reached
the nadir of its political degradation that it also attained
to the zenith of its intellectual development, in the pro-
duction of the three great philosophers of the Far East,
Confucius, Mencius and Laocius. The mysticism of
Taotzi, the morals, religion and politics of K‘ungtzi,
and the literary polish of Mengtzi, all which came into
existence during this the Augustan age of China, while
lacking the insight and brilliance of contemporary philoso-
phy in the West, record the highest point in the arc of this
nation’s genius.

That these three have not been surpassed is no sign
that they will not be so by their successors of the present
age. Even the Christ taught His disciples, * Greater
things than these shall ye do,” and what the Chinaman
-of to-day, oppressed with the deadweight of his ancient
masters, needs is to realise that he too is capable of equal
or greater things than they. Nevertheless in these three
we behold what is the limit of China’s unaided intellect,
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and whatever advance she may make will and does
depend on a wider touch with the wider philosophy
of wider minds. These three philosophers, then, mark the
maximum per se development of the mind of this race,
and with them that development, perhaps not without
intent so far as the Confucian School is concerned, has
been arrested. The heterodox schools of this period,
that of Yang Chu # ik the self centred Epicurean, of
Mo Ti 8 Z2. (Legge’s Mih Teih), the generous apostle
of Universal Love, and of Hsiin Ching %5 #¥, (Legge’s
Seuen K‘ing), who fitly closed this troubled dynasty
with his treatise that man is by nature evil,—these
heterodox schools were completely obscured, as was
natural, by the less extreme and more powerful repre-
sentatives of their conservative rivals.

Little remains to be said of the sovereigns who
intervened between the days of the Chou dynasty’s great
Founder and its great destroyer Ch‘in Shih Huang
& 45 B. In brief, three centuries after the foundation
by King Wu, saw the Imperial sceptre a veritable
“bauble,” so that for five centuries, the eighth to the
third, the history of the Chou dynasty is the history of
its rival States. During this latter period the power of
the Ch‘in State & by slow degress became dominant,
and with the dethronement and death of Nan #§ the last
Emperor, the House of Chou passed finally away.

Thus was the way opened for the strong man of China,
whose success in welding this continental nation into one
great Empire rivalled the feats of Caesar apd Napoleon.
Though the new dynasty was not founded by Chin Shih
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Huang, and lasted with its five Rulers less than fifty
years, he is-the one outstanding feature in its brief history.
The Duke of Chin who destroyed the House of Chou
was named Chao Hsiang @ 3. He reigned but five
years, and his son Hsiao Wén # 3¢ who followed him
reigned but three days. It is chronicled of Chuang
Hsiang ¥E 3€. the son of the latter, who also succeeded
him, that before his grandfather had claimed the royal
prerogatives, he, Chuang Hsiang, fell in love with the
beautiful wife of a crafty merchant whom he met, and
who subsequently became his prime minister. This
woman; already pregnant, he persuaded the husband,
Lu Pu Wei B A& &, to part with; she became his
wife and in due course gave birth to a son, who, the
offspring of this wily merchant ambitious of mind and low
of morals, was destined to unite the rival States of China
into one great Empire. While still a youth the evidence
of his mother’s immoralities, and his real father’s con-
nivance therein, compelled him to banish her, and
ultimately to quell a revolt raised by his father, the end
of which was the suicide of the latter. Gradually over-
coming all baronial opposition he became absolute in
the enpire, altered the laws, changed the system of
government, destroyed or sought to destroy all books
that upheld the glories of the past, and generally brought
a force to bear on a paralysed nation that none dared to
withstand.

Inflated with his success he styled himself Shih Huang
Ti 45 B 3. The First Emperor, his son was to take
the title of Erh Huang Ti, or Erh Shih Huang Ti
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= i B . the Second Emperor, and so on for “ten
‘thousand generations.” Alas! for human ambition, his
own reign lasted but twelve short years, his elder son
was murdered by the younger, for the sake of a throne
which he held for three years only, and after Shib
Huang Ti’s grandson had sat on the throne for a few
brief weeks this *“ dynasty of ten thousand generations”
came to a bitter end. .

As to the literature of China, while what we possess
of it dates only from the dynasty of Chou, and especially
from the three centuries of its decline, it must ever be
remembered that its foundation was laid in the two
preceding dynasties, and that Confucius and Mencius
were the topstone rather than the foundation of their
country’s genius. To change the metaphor they are the
bright particular stars that shone in a sombre night, and
the very sombreness of the background, both then and
since, has lent an exaggeration to their brilliancy which
a brighter sky would have toned to normal hue, and
which after the long and dreary night must, at this late
hour, pale before the roseate flush of advancing Day.



I1.—The Life and Times of Confucius.*

As shewn in our last chapter when China’s great
Philosopher was born, the third historic dynasty, that of
Chiou, was wearing to its close, the blood which had
coursed so vigorously in the veins of the martial Wu
was running thin in the arteries of his degenerate descen-
dants, and the feudal system, founded to strengthen the
Empire, had reduced it to a congeries of warring States,
awaiting the advent of Ch‘in Shih Huang, who was to
break the power of the barons, and unite their mutually
antagonistic territories into one great empire, an empire
which, under different dynasties has continued and in-
creased to our own age.

Confucius, then, was born into a troubled period. The
barons more powerful than their nominal sovereign,
encroached and made war upon eath other, at the instiga-
tion of ministers more crafty and ambitious even than
themselves. The suffering pezople were ground under
the iron heel of the impost gatherer, dragged from their
fields and set to forced labour at amd for the pleasure of
their rulers, and driven to battles and raids in which
they had no interest and from which they derived no
benefit. That this statement is not exaggerated is borne
witness to by incidents in the life of the Sage. Once,

* Confucius is the latinised form of K‘n.ng Fo-tzi 4L 5‘; :F‘

as Mencius is of dr F-~ Micius of B8 F., ete.
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for instance, when he was passing by Mt T ai he heard
the mournful wailing of a woman on the hillside. Send-
ing a disciple (Tzii Lu) to enquire why she sat wailing
in so lonely a spot he was answered, “ My husband's
father was killed here by a tiger, my husband also, and
now my son has met the same fate.” Then why, asked
Confucius, did she dwell in so dreadful a place.
“ Because ” answered she, ‘“ here there is no oppressive
ruler.” “ Scholars,” said he to his disciples, *“ remember
this: Oppressive rule is more cruel than a tiger.”

Power amongst these barons bred luxury, luxury lust,
and lust unrelenting destruction. Princes there were who
set all morality at defiance and lived lives of open shame,
as witness the acceptance of the present of eighty geishas
by the Duke of Lu, an act which drove our Sage to
shake the dust of his native State off his feet, and depart to
the life of an exile. Men of virtuous character, despairing
of reformation, left their portfolios and withdrew from
the world, becoming recluses amongst the mountains, or
far from the busy haunts of men, tilling a hard living
from an earth kinder and sweeter than the hearts of
princes. Some of these, embittered by their sorrows,
even poured scorn on Confucius, for his futile attempts
to stay the “ disorder which like a swelling flood " rolled
in resistless torrent through the land.

It must be remembered that the China of that period
did not cover anything like half the territory included in
the China of to-day. On the north it was bounded by
a line running through the northern half of Chihli, Shansi
and Shénsi; on the east by the Yellow Sea ; on the south
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it barely crossed the banks of the Yangtse, and on the
west it probably nowhere touched the borders of Kansuh.
The capital was at Lo # near to the modern Honan Fu.
This territory which had formerly consisted of 124 States
of varying size, had now by the absorption of the weaker
been reduced to a nominal 72, of which the five most
powerful were Chi 3%, Ch‘u #F, Chin ¥, Chin &
and Yen 3%, and the seven next in importance, Lu &,
Chéng 88, Sung %, Wei #F, Chén B, Tsai £ and
Ts'ao ¥, The remainder of our present China, as
already shewn, was thinly peopled with tribes of aborigines,
who in later ages were gradually driven across the present
borders, or survive in the mountains of the south and
west to our own day.

Such then was the China into which our Sage was
born. His ancestry is by some traced back to the great
Huang Ti in the 27th century B.C., and at least there
seems reason to believe that he was a descendant of the
Duke of Sung %42, a brother of and successor to Chq,
the Viscount of Wei, referred to in An xviii 1, who was
half brother to the tyrant Chou #f, One of his ancestors,
Chéng K'ao Fu JE # . was a man of learning and
research, whose son K‘ung Chia § 3 an officer of talent
and honour, was murdered by a powerful minister,
who covetéd and carried off his beautiful wife, only to
obtain her as a corpse, for during her abduction she
strangled herself.

In consequence of the undying hatred which resulted
from this outrage, the K‘ung family three generations
later were led to remove themselves from Sung to Lu
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&, and here Kaung Chia’s greatgrandson Fang Shu
b5 4 obtained the governorship of the town of Bj from
which he derived his name, and where the grandfather
of Confucius, Po Hsia {ff J was born. Po Hsia’s son,
our Sage’s father, Shu Liang Ho X # #z. was noted for
his strength and courage. Once when attacking a city
the enemy, by a ruse, enticed his men within the open
gate, and were already lowering the portcullis to entrap
them just as Shu Liang Ho reached it. Such was his
prowess that, laying hold of the portcullis with both
hands, he succeeded in supporting it till the last of his
men had escaped.

This brave officer had passed the age of three score
years and ten ere his illustrious son saw the light.
Already nine daughters had been born to him by his
first wife, also by a concubine a cripple son, Méng P4,
(£ K alias f ). But now, though advanced in
years, he again found a wife, so youthful a maiden that the
ancient historian Ssu-ma Ch‘en, B. C. 163-85, speaks of
the marriage as 8F & an irregular union, which by some
Chinese scholars has been unnecessarily interpreted as an
indication that Confucius was a natwal child, but which
is generally believed to refer to the disparity in age
between husband and wife. It would be gratifying to
have no legendary phenomena to record connected with
the Sage’s birth, but as they exist, and throw light on
the exaggerated value at which later ages have assessed
him, it seems necessary to briefly introduce them here.

A spirit is said to have appeared to his mother £ f£
saying to her: ‘You shall have a son, a sage, and you
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must bring him forth in a hollow mulberry tree.” During
ber pregnancy five old men, the spirits of the five planets,
led before her an animal, in appearance like a small cow,
covered with dragon-like scales, and with only one horn,
to which the mother attached a piece of embroidered
ribbon. This was the supernatural Z» B, which only
appears on the advent of a Sage. A creature, similar
or the same, with a piece of ribbon on its horn, is said
to have been caught two years before the Sage's death,
and on his going to see it he burst into tears, recognising
it as the /2 that had appeared to his mother, and whose
capture he now imagined to portend his own death.

On his mother informing the father of her vision, and
asking if there were such a thing as a hollow mulberry
in the neighbourhood, he informed her that a cave of
that name existed not far away, and there she is said to
have brought forth her son, a spring bubbling forth for
his bath and dying away immediately afterwards. ¢ The
child was of an extraordinary appearance; with a mouth
like the sea, ox lips, a dragon’s back,” and the top of
his head either unusually prominent, or affected with
some abnormal protuberance from which he derived his
name of Chiu [, a character which when referring to
the Confucius the Chinese pronounce szox 3 *“a certain
person,” and from which they generally omit the shorter
down-stroke. .

Such.are some of the phenomena associated with the
birth of this remarkable man. The last item of his
personal _appearance may be considered reasonably
authentic, for the ancient Chinese seem to have had
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the habit of naming their children from their most out-
standing feature, as for instance Laotzii and his ears, Li
Erh & H and Lao Tan £ B, The remainder of these
legendary fancies we may put aside as unnecessary
demands upon our credulity, contenting ourselves with
the knowledge that Confucius was born to a young
woman by an old father, that he grew up of more than
average height, was of unusually dark complexion,—in
some places his images are black,—and was of features
far from prepossessing, indeed the absence of his image
from Confucian temples has been accounted for on the
somewhat unlikely score of his ugliness. Whatever may
have been his personal appearance one thing is certain,
that he grew up with a mental and moral energy surpass-
ing the generality of men in his day and generation.
During childhood he gave indications of his future
tastes in 4 love for playing at sacrifices, and while yet
a young man he became a centre of Influence as a
Teacher. At nineteen he married, and a year afterwards
obtained a subsidiary appointment in charge of a ducal
granary, and later of the ducal lands. While filling
these offices he found time to improve his own education
and to aid others inh a like advancement. Gradually his
fame spread and his disciples increased in number. They
were of varied ages, some boys, others grown men.
Hence, though he may have called them all, both young
and old, his /p F little children, the term must always
be understood in its widest sense, the sons of his intellect.
His later career, hampered by conscience, was scarcely
even moderately successful, death being necessary to



I, THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CONFUCIUS. 27

appreciatioi. Though he lived to a ripe old age, travelled
in many States, maintained his course in all honour, and
won the reverence and love of his disciples, the princes
of his day saw in him little but a pedantic philosopher
with Arcadian notions impossible of realisation. Only
after his decease did any of them recognise that the
mountain had indeed fallen, a mountain that the princes of
the land from that day to this have been, with more or less
failure, endeavouring with much acclamation to rebuild.
The habits of the Sage may be learned from the tenth
chapter of this book, where he is described by his
disciples in all formality, his and theirs. From it we
learn much about him. He was careful about his dress
both for day and night wear, and particular about its
quality, style, and congruity of colour and season. He
was most scrupulous about his food, both as to quality,
mode of preparation and service : he would eat nothing
in the least tainted or badly cut. In wine he allowed
himself liberty but not licence. His public bearing was
punctilious to a degree, and in private he permitted
himself no undue freedom,—not even in bed. He was
gracious and kindly, but never fully relaxed himself even
to his son, to whom it is incredible to imagine him as
ever amusing. He was a true sportsman, giving his bird
its chance and only shooting it on the wing.' He was
als6 we may judge, able to ride and drive, and not
merely to sit in a carriage, and it seems evident that he
was well acquainted with archery. His habits and
perhaps his character may be sumnied up in otte sentence
from Cap X. 9: * If his mat were not straight he would
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not sit on it.” He was a punctilious gentleman of the
old school, to whom our modern laxity, not to say
flippancy of manner, would have amounted to immorality.

As to his mental and moral attitude we find him, as
may be surmised from his habits just referred to, first
and foremost a formalist. This word indeed sublimates
his character. His power of self-control was admirable,
and duty was ever his lodestone. Of ieligious instincts
from his childhood religious he remained throughout his
days. With too evenly balanced a mind to sympathise
with the fantasies of the superstitious, he maintained a
mental attitude towards the unseen woild which was
respectful but never familiar, reverent but never feivent.
Knowing God only as a Majesty and never as a Father,
the spring of his affections could not bubble joyously
forth, indeed such joy would have seemed to him frivolity,
and while he was not without true affection, as witness
his poignant distress on more than one occasion, yet
expression of affection he deemed it the pait of a philo
sopher to rigorously 1epress.

To a rigid and estimable code of honour he united
an urbanity and courtesy, which made a profound im-
pression upon his followers, and which failed not to
influence men in more exalted station; I. 10; but his
honour ever prevented his courtesy from degenerating
into sycophancy, for the sake of advancing his public
principles, much less his private welfare. His moral life
remained untainted in the midst of a corrupt generation,
in which vice flaunted itself in the open, and virtue shrank
away abashed and in despair.
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That there are occasional adumbrations of that honour
which is associated with Christian ideals is only to be
expected, but he dwelt in an earlier and darker age and
deserves the greater consideration. Perhaps his most
serious offence against higher morals was the breaking
of an oath taken under compulsion. When travelling
towards Wei, caught by an officer in rebellion against
that State, he took a solemn oath not to proceed further,
but regaining his freedom he did not hesitate to pursue
his journey to Wei. Being asked by a disciple whether
it was right to break such an oath he replied,” It was
a forced oath. The spirits do not hear such.”

There are two other recorded instances, one of ap-
proval for a brave man, who covered his gallantry in
bringing up the rear in a sauwe gui peut by saying his
horse refused to move; and another when he declined,
on the score of sickness to see a visitor,—~probably an
old scholar who had misbehaved,—and yet played his
harpsichord as the visitor departed to let him know he
was not really sick. That such laxity on the part of
China’s noblest Exemplar has fostered that disregard for
truth for which this nation is so notorious, can hardly be
denied, and we may justifiably condemn and deplore it, but
there are spots even in the sun, and Confucius, malgre the
exaggerated notions of the Chinese, was only a man with
human frailties.

Nevertheless, the student who through the following
pages spends a few months in his company, will find that
he is associating with a man whose general moral inte-
grity, conscientious probity, methodical carefulness, con-
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servative decorum and love of culture, will not be without
refining influence on his own character, and which more-
over will cnable him to clothe whatever noble thoughts
he may have in garb better suited to the climate.

As to his doctrines though they chiefly ielate to the
relationships between man and man, they are far from
destitute of an element higher than mere humanity. The
powers of the unseen world have their acknowledged part
in controlling the spirit of man in his duty to his fellows.
God, the Supreme Ruler, is recognised as a Being to be
revered and worshipped. He it is who has produced the
order of the Universe, and decreed the various classes of
mankind, Associated with Him are a multitude of spirits,
who have their distinctive spheres in the direction of affairs
celestial and terrestrial, and by these the good are guided
and protected. The spirits of a man’s forefathers are also
and especially to be worshipped, as if they were present, a
worship upon which the well-being of society is dependent.
There is room in such a system for unlimited multiplication
of gods and spirits, with the natural consequence that the
national, and therefore in a sense Confucian deities of
China, altogether apart from the Taocist and Buddhist
cults, have become legion.

Sacrifices, propitiatory rather than expiatory, are or-
dained for approaching the object of worship, for with
empty hands it were unseemly to come. Virile sentiments
are given utterance to in connection with such offerings,
see XX. 1, et alia, and it is recognised that the spirit in
which the worshipper presents them is of higher value
than the gifts themselves. That Jesus Christ the Universal
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Saciifice will ultimately abrogate the rivers of animal
blood annually shed in sacrifice throughout this empire,
and therewith the idolatry and superstition of China, is
merely a question of time and faithful service, but may we
not gratefully admit that the sacrifices retained and handed
down by Confucius have kept open the way of approach to
the abode of the Divine until the great Day of Atonement

Sin and its punishment are acknowledged, the punish-
ment being looked for in the present rather than in a
future existence. Reformation from wrong doing is re-
quired, rather than penitence and appeal for remission.
Prayer is recognised as a duty, and as acceptable and
efficacious ; but it is not daily prayer or a sanctifying
communion with the Divine. It is rather the formal
petition accompanying a sacrifice, and should be preceded
by fasting and bathing. No priesthood or mediator is
required, the worshipper being his own priest and the
sacrifice his medium of acceptance; yet, in a sense, the
Emperor is the high priest for his people, the officer for
his district, and the father for his household. Moreover
the regulations for ceremonial sacrifices are many, and on
great occasions a director, or master of ceremonies, is a
necessity to order. Only the Emperor may offer the
State sacrifices to Shang Ti, the Over King, but the ear
of Heaven is open to the cry of all, even of the repentant
evil doer. A future life is not denied, though Confucius
avoided the discussion of it ; he did indeed in a measure
confirm it by his insistent demand for sacrificial remem-
brance of the ancestor, and his command to worship the
ancestral spirit as really present.
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. As to his ethical code it is excellent and practical, but
by no means heroic. Prosaic and not poetic it commands
respect rather than admiration, indeed, both in its
religious and its moral aspect, the whole code of Confucius
resembles the wintry silver of the moon, rather than the
golden glow and warmth of the sun. Nothing is left to
the imagination, nothing stirs it, for to him the romantic
would have been repugnant, and to turn the other cheek
pusillanimity. He did not even rise to the height of
Laotzi in advocating beneficence to enemies, for if he
returned good for evil what had he left to return for good ?
On the contrary he proclaimed the sacred duty of the
vendetta, that a man ought not to live under the same
heaven with the murderer of his father, ever need to seek
a sword for the murderer of his brother, or live in the
same State with the murderer of his friend.

The word ‘to lie’ does not occur, but he advocated
earnestly the value of sincerity. His five cardinal virtues
were human kindness, rectitude, decorum, wisdom and
sincerity, {2, 3§, ¥, &, 3. and the Prince was to
be the Exemplar of these virtues to his people. Indeed,
in his teaching, the Prince was the virtuoso for whom the
song was written, and to which the people were the chorus,
for it must always be remembered that Confucius was a
courtier, hence in his system, the gracious influences of
Virtue were to stream down from the lofty height of the
Court to the lower level of the people. Morality and
religious ceremonies were his panacea for all ‘the many
ills of his age. Alas! thdt the Princes should have
despised the panacea.
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The_highest point in his moral teaching was the golden
rule negatively stated : ““ What you do not want youiself
do not extend to others.” Asked to sum up his code in
one word he chose the term i, shux, which Dr. Legge
translates Reciprocity, but which seems to mean more
than this, for reciprocity means, Do as you are done by,
whereas #, suggests the idea of following one’s better
nature, that is, Be generous, a nobler sentiment, though
lacking the life-blood of the crowning word of Christianity.
Mark XII. 30, 31.

Duty to parents, continued after death to a degree that
is an unjust tax on the life of the living, a tax impossible
of redemption save to the very few, takes the leading place
in the ethics of the Sage. Respect for elders follows in
its train. Adultery is described somewhere as the chief
of sins. Loyalty both to prince and friend is inculcated,
as also conscientiousness in all one’s doings. Respect and
reverence have already been teferred to. Rectitude and
self-control, courtesy and moderation find also a notable
place. Neither riches nor culture compare with moral
character, which takes precedence in value of all mundane
honours, and what constitutes the excellence of a neigh-
bourhood is not its wealth but its Virtue. Virtue and
Religion &, are a greater renovating power than punish-
ments. Chatacter . will out; it cannot be concealed.
Prejudice is to be avoided, and an unbiassed judgment to be
cultivated. Only the truly virtuous can be tiusted to love
and to hate. The ready of tongue are unreliable.

In conclusion neither pleasure, nor honours, nor wealth
are the summum bonum, but Virtue, for it is the founda-
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tion of true happiness, and this Virtue is to be attained
thiough the energy of the individual will,

But the aim of Confucius was not so much the renova-
tion of the individual as the renovation of the State, his
mind and object was ethico-political, his desire the renais-
sance of the golden age of antiquity through a return to
the virtue of those Arcadian days. Hence, as already
remarked, the Prince as Father of his people, must take
the lead, and as the rivers that make fruitful the land take
their rise on the mountain tops, so moral renovation must
begin at the summit of the State. Alas! the mountain
fops were waterless, and what our Sage was able to pour
upon them rapidly distilled in so rare a moral atmosphere,
for if the rich shall hardly enter into the realm of moral
nobility, how much less shall Princes, degenerating genera-
tion by generation through the allurements of luxury and
lust, be able to filter the vitalising waters of moral chastity
to the shrivelled souls of their people? On these arid
heights Confucius failed, for even in his own State, when
the indications were most hopeful of success, the eighty
singing girls of Wei f#, proved more potent than the
virtue of the Sage, and in the end it was in the hearts of
his poorer disciples that his doctrines found their early and
more hardy growth, rather than in the Courts of the great,

Though failure dogged his wandering footsteps while
with men, his philosophy was not allowed to die, and
notwithstanding that it has never satisfied the people at
large, as witness the success of Taoism and Buddhism, it
appeals to the conservative and educated element, and
has become both the base and summit of Chinese religion
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and morals. A man who has lived so long in the affec-
tions and esteem of a huge nation cannot but be classed
amongst the mightiest forces of the past, but his inferiority
to Moses, who lived a thousand years before him, either
as legislator, administrator, moral philosopher, or religious
Seer, is manifest to those who are willing to study the
Pentateuch, and his own writings as well as those of his
disciples lack that throbbing pulse of divinity which has
made the history, poetry and soul-inspiring prophesy of the
Old Testament live with perennial vitality. Confucius
nobly did his best, despite a limited vision and an inelastic
nature, to benefit humanity with what inferior material in
history, poetry and ritual he had to his hand, and the
archaeological student may well be profoundly grateful to
him, fer rescuing so much matter of varied interest and
value from the rapacious maw of destructive Time, and
the more barbarous hands of ignorant men.

Proceeding next from the general to the particular, the
following is a more detailed sketch of the Sage’s life, the
salient features of which are to be found in Chutzii's
Introduction to his Commentary, and in Legge’s more
exhaustive Introduction to his version of the Analects.

The philosopher K‘ung f,, whose name was Ch‘iu
K. and whose cognomen was Chung Ni {4 J@8, was by
family origin of the State of Sung 4 .* His father was
Shu Liang Ho Jl # #.. and his mother, of the Yen
2A family, gave bitth to him in the city of Tsou f{. in

# J1, means Hole; E, g mound; 'ﬁ!, the middle of three, ie,
secandus; JB~ is said to be the name of 2 mountain the B _E hill
to which his mother prayed for his birth.
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the district of Chang Pling & 23, and State of Lu #%
on the 21st day of the 11th month in the 22nd year of
Duke Hsiang 3, which was the 21st year of the
Emperor Ling 8, or in other words in B. CG. 551.*

As a child, in his games, he amused himself by arrang-
ing sacrificial vessels and performing the ritual accom-
panying the sacrifices. His father died when he was
three years old, and according to Dr. Giles his mother
married again, a statement I have not been able to verify.
At fifteen he devoted himself to study, II. 4, but being in
humble circumstances he was evidently for the most part
his own teacher, I1X. 6. At nineteen he married, the lady
being from the Sung State, of the family Ping Kuan
Ff '+ His son, born the year following, was named
Ii §#, the Carp, as is supposed in consequence of a
present of that fish by the Duke of Lu. Li's cognomen
became Po Yi ff§ f{, or Fish Primus. The present
from the Duke also indicates that Confucius had already
received his first official appointment, which was in the
ducal granary, and soon afterwards he was put in charge
of the ducal pasture lands. In his 22nd year his know-
ledge of antiquity attracted to his side a number of
disciples, and he entered upon his career as the founder of
a school destined to perennial fame.

About this time, in B. C. 529, his mother died, and he
removed his father's body from its place of temporary

* This is the date in general acceptation, but Legge adopts that of the
Chun Ch4iu commentary, the z1st of Hsiang, which however he also
makes B C. 551, His system of computing dates varies from the usual
method by a year, through his commencing our era with a O thus:
B.C.1; A.D.; A.D 1. See his Shoo King Intro. p- 167.
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interment, burying it with his mother’s. The mound raised
by him over their tomb, four feet high, being about
finished, he left the final details to his disciples and set off
homewards. In the meantime a violent storm came on,
and his disciples on arriving had to explain that their
delay was due to the rain having broken down the mound.
Thrice they repeated their answer to his incredulous ears,
‘when he suddenly burst into tears, crying that “they did
not build such mounds in olden times.” As his reason
for building the mound he remarked that he was “a man
of the north, the south, the east, and the west,” one who
knew not whither Destiny might lead him; for alieady
he seems to have had premonitions that his life would be
spent far from the resting place of his parents, which
without its tumulus might be lost beyond recovery.

During the three years of mourning he no doubt
remained in Lu, probably, as the custom was, out of
official employment, but pursuing his teaching and his
“ researches into the history, literature and institutions of
the empire.” It is said that he learnt music from the
noted musician Hsiang ffi 3 in B. C. 523, and he tells
us that somewhat later, in his thirtieth year, his convictions
and objective in life had become defined. II. 4. In B. C.
518, a powerful minister of Lu, Méng I ¢ &%, conscious
of his own deficient religious (i. e. ritual ji#%) knowledge,
gave orders on his deathbed that his son Ho Chi {if &
was to be sent to Confucius, of whom he had acquaintance.
The advent of this youth with another young noble,
Nan-kung Ching-shu ¥ & # # related to him, gave
immediate prestige to the school of Confucius.
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It was probably in this year that his famous visit to
Laotzti, the unwitting founder of Taoism, occurred.
Acquainting Ching-shu with his earnest desire to visit the
Imperial Capital to see the Imperial Temple services, and
to make enquiries of Laotzii and other authorities con-
cerning the ancient ritual and music, Ching-shu named the
matter to the Duke, Chao g, who put a carriage and
horses at his disposal for the journey. The capital was at
Lo # now Honanfu in Honan, and Laotzii was at that
time Keeper of the Imperial Archives there. He was
apparently recognised as an authority on questions affect-
ing ritual, and one may surmise that he was already well-
known as a moral philosopher. The following is Dr.
Legge’s account of the interview :

“ They met and freely interchanged their views, but no
reliable account of their conversations has been preserved.
In the 5th Book of the Le Ke, which is headed, “ The
philosopher Tsang asked,” Confucius refers four times to
the views of Laou-tsze on certain points of funheral
ceremotiies, and in the Family Sayings, Book XXIV., he
tells Ke K‘ang what he had heard front him about * The
Five Tes,” but we may hope their conversation turned
also on more important subjects. Sze ma Ts‘een, favour-
able to Laou-tsze, makes him lecture his visitor in the
following style :— Those whoni you talk about are dead,
and their bones are mouldered to dust; only their words
remain. When the superior man gets his time, he mounts
aloft ; but when the time is against him, he moves as if his
feet were entangled, I have heard that a good merchant,
though he has rich treasures deeply stored, appears as if
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he were poor, and that the superior man whose virtue is
complete, is yet to outward seeming stupid. Put away
your proud air and many desires, your insinuating habit
and wild will. These are of no advantage to you. This
is all which I have to tell you.’ On the other hand,
Confucius is made o say to his disciples, ‘I know how
birds can fly, how fishes can swim, and how animals can
run, DBut the runner may be snared, the swimmer may
be hooked, and the flyer may be shot by the arrow. But
there is the dragon, I cannot tell how he mounts on the
wind through the clouds, and rises to heaven. To-day 1
have seen Laoutsze, and can only compare him to the
dragon!”

Confucius was profoundly impressed with his visit to
the Capital, especially with his visits to the Temples and
grounds of Heaven and Eaith, and the Imperial Ancestral
Temple. In the last he saw a “ metal statue of a man
with three clasps on his mouth, and his back covered with
an enjoyable homily on the duty of keeping a watch upon
the lips.”” Nor was his interest any less in the Audience
Hall of the Barons, called the Hall of Light, where the
walls were adorned with representations of the various
sovereigns of the dynasty, including that of the faithful
Duke Wén of Chou, with the young Emperor Ch'érg,
son of his great brother Wu, seated on his knee. “ Here
you see how Chou became so great,” said Confucius to
his followers. ** As we use a glass to examine the forms
of things, so must we study antiquity in order to under-
stand the present.” He pressed his enquiries in regard to
music with the Court musician Ch'ang Huang, who is said
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to have observed in him many marks of the sage, river
eyes, dragon forehead, long arms, tortoise back. ex-
ceptional stature, manner, memory and information.

On his return to Lu his following greatly increased,
with which conservative statement Chutzii contents him-
self, but other recorders possessed of a more vivid
imagination have fixed the number at three thousand,
That he may have had so many from first to last is
possible, especially as many would count themselves his
disciples who never had permanent residence with him, or
attended regulatly in his school, but who came for special
information,

The year after our Philosopher’s return to Lu, B.C.
517 and in his 35th year, Duke Chao of Lu in the 25th
year of his rule, asserted himself against the three powerful
chieftains Chi &, Shu ., and Méng F. who had
kept him in tutelage throughout his reign, had usurped
his prerogatives, taxed his revenues and maintained him as
a mere figurehead. TFailure attended his effort to throw
off the intolerable yoke, and worsted in his resistance he
fled to the State of Ch‘i 3%, which adjoined Lu on the
north. Seven years later he died a fugitive in the State
of Chin ¥ Ch‘’s western neighbour.

Lu being in a condition of rebellion Confucius also
withdrew to Ch'i, then ruled over by Duke Ching %
XVL 12 XIL 11, XVIII 3 Here he heard for the
first time the ancient music of the Emperor Shun, which

0 affected him that he lost interest even in his food.

VIL 13; IIL 25. The Duke offered him the control of
a township, but he elected to decline the offer. Later the
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Duke, pleased with his reply to a question, that *“the
art of government lay in an economic use of the
revenues,” again proposed to offer him the district of
I Ni 4 J8 but was dissuaded, according to the Family
Sayings %% 3%, by his chief minister Yen Yung
£ B who looked upon Confucius as a visionary and
impracticable.

Confucius apparently remained eight years in Ch‘i, but
after the death of Duke Chao returned to his native State.
B. C. 509. In the meantime the heir to the dukedom had
been depiived of his birthright, and another representative
of the ducal house, named Ting % made Duke. It was
in the first year of this prince that Confucius then in his
43rd year returned to Lu. At that time Lu was indeed
in low water, for the nominal ruler was a mere puppet,
and the very chieftains who had expelled his predecessois
were themselves in the hands of their own underlings.
Two of the more powerful of these subordinates were
Yang Huo [ B XVIL 1, and Kung-shan Fu-jao 2 {l
By # XVIL 5, the former of whom once actually im-
prisoned his master Chi Huan Z& g, then the most
influential of the chieftains, who had to make terms with
his own servant Yang Huo for his release.

During this period, in all about fifteen years, Confucius
was out of office, though often tempted thereto by the
recalcittant servants of their equally recalcitrant masters,
and without doubt he put his time to better use in research,
in recording, and in teaching. To this period also is
ascribed the only instance that has been handed down to
us of his conversing with his son, whom he apparently
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treated exactly as he did his other disciples, XVI. 13. If
also it be really true that he divorced his wife, of which
there is lack of satisfactory evidence, it is.here that it
should be placed. In face of the manner in which Li, her
son, bewailed her death, such a divorce seems incredible.
LiChilL I 1. 2.

In B. C. 501, being the ninth year of Duke Ting, and
the gist of the Sage’s own life, after he had refused to
follow the fortunes of Xung shan Fu-jao, the Duke also
having expelled Yang Huo, and obtained control of his
State, Confucius once more accepted office, being appoint-
ed governor of Chung tu # %5, In a year he had
produced a transformation which in the pages of the %
#% approaches the marvellous. His regulations assigned
«“ different food for the old and young, and different
burdens to the strong and the weak. Males and females
kept apart from each other in the streets. A thing dropt
on the road was not picked up’ etc., etc. The Duke,
struck with such reformation, asked if his method could
be applied to the whole State, and was answered that
it could be applied to the whole Empire. Thereupon
Confucius was promoted to the Office of Woiks, in
which he distinguished himself by his survey of the
State and his advancement of agriculture. His next
office was that of Chief Justice, whereupon all crime
ceased to exist.

During his tenure of this high office, the head of the
Chi clan having carried his enmity against the late Duke
Chao to the Duke’s grave by burying him apart from his
predecessors, Confucius dug a trench round the entire
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cemetery, frankly telling the great Chi that he did so to
hide his, Chi's disloyalty. About the same time also he
showed his courage and sagacity by saving his Duke
from capture at the hands of the Duke of Ch4i 3, A
meeting -had been arranged between the two princes, at
a place known as Chia Ku & 4. for the purpose of
entering into an alliance, but the adviser of the Duke
of Ch'i suggested the possibility of abducting Duke. Ting,
and but for the alertness of Confucius this would have
been cariied into effect. In the end not only was the
alliance entered into, but Confucius recovered territory
which Ch‘i had unjustifiably annexed.

When Chief Justice he was in the habit of consulting
those present at a trial as to their opinion of the case, and
deciding according to the best opinion offered, a sugges-
tion, as Dr. Legge points out, of our jury system. Once
when a father brought his refractory son for a punishment
involving the death penalty,. he put both in prison and
subsequently released both. On being remonstrated with
by his prince he replied, “ When superiors fail in their
duty, and yet propose to have their inferiors put to death,
this is not right. This father has not taught his son to be
filial.” - . .

About the same time his disciples Tzii Lu J- B§ and
Tzii Yu F % entered the service of the Chief of the
Chi & clan, and assisted Confucius in bringing about
the dismantling of the cities of Pi & and Hou Jf. the
former the stronghold of the Chi, the latter of the Shu
clan, but he failed to reduce Ch'éng j% . the stronghold
of the Méng clan. The dismantling of these strongholds
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was necessary to the firm establishment of the ducal
power. “ He strengthened the ducal House and weakened
the private Families. He exalted the sovereign and
depressed the ministers. A transforming government
went abroad. Dishonesty and dissoluteness were ashamed
and hid their heads, Loyalty and good faith became the
characteristics of the men, and chastity and docility that
of the women. Strangers came in crowds from other
States,”* whereupon ‘“ Confucius became the idol of the
people, and flew in songs through their mouths.”

In his fifty-sixth year, B. C. 496 he is said to have been
Piime Minister of his State, and everything gave promise
of a brilliant and successful future, but disillusionment
was at hand. His wonderful achievements filled the rival
prince of Ch'i 3 with envy, not unmixed with fear that
Lu would soon become a dangerous neighbour. Hence,
having failed to abduct Duke Ting, a strategem was
invented for debasing his mind and alluring him from
the further development of his State. As already stated
eighty attractive singing gitls, and a hundred and twenty
thotoughbred horses, were sent as a present from the
Duke of Ch¢i to Ting, and with their arrival the influence
of Confucius instantly waned. At first they were lodged
outside the city, while their acceptance or rejection was
considered, but the head of the Chi clan, having had a
private view, easily persuaded Duke Ting to accept them,
to his ruin. The great sacrifice soon afterwards failed to
impress the Duke, who curtailed its rites and neglected

* Legge's Tutro. p. 75, from % BE.
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to send the usual saciificial flesh to his ministers. Feeling
that he was no longer able to influence his prince for
good, Confucius with resisting footsteps (Menc. V. I i. 4)
tardily withdrew from a Court that had sold its integrity
for a mess of pottage.

With many a backward look, and many a longing for
recall, he slowly departed to thirteen years of weary
exile. A later writer makes him put his melancholy
into verse, of which the following is Dr. Legge's trans-
lation :—

“ Through the valley howls the blast,
Drizzling rain falls thick and fast.
Homeward goes the youthful bride,
O'er the wilds, crowds by her side.
How is it, O azure Heaven,

From my home I thus am driven,
Through the land my way to tiace,
With no certain dwelling-place ?
Dark, dark the minds of men!
Worth in vain comes to their ken.
Hastens on my term of years ;

Old age desolate appears.”*

It may have been on this occasion that the incident
tecorded in III. 24 occurred, when the Warden of the
Pass sought to cheer the disciples by assuring them that
Heaven was going to use their Master as a bell to arouse
the age. Iegge in his Introduction says this was so, but

* Legge's Intro, p. 77, from ¥ 7K~ A. D 1761, in his 5 & [

#,
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in his note to IIL. 24, he says “ Conf. was retiring from
Wei, the prince of which could not employ him.” The
commentators are uncertain about the site of I Féng &
#}, but generally ascribe it to modern Lanyang hsien
BB B8, in Kaifeng fu B $# /. Homan. If they
are correct in their surmise then the incident here referred
to cannot have taken place, on this journey.

Arriving at the capital of Wei, the brother-in-law of his
disciple Tzt Lu became his host.* Duke Ling 8. a
man whose moral character seems to have been even
more dissipated than that of Duke Ting whom Confucius
had just left, hearing of the arrival of his illustrious guest,
assigned him an annual income of sixty thousand measures
of grain.

After ten months stay he left for Ch‘n i a State
which was considerably to the Southward of Wei. His
road lay through a place called K‘uang [, where his
resemblance to Yang Huo (the B 1 or [  already
named), at whose hands the people of K‘uang had
formerly suffered, placed him in serious jeopardy. His
disciples were greatly alarmed, but their Master bore
himself with true philosophic calm. IX. 5; XI 22.
Escaping from his assailants he returned to safety in Wei.
In passing he called at a house where he had formerly
lodged, and there found that his host had lately died.
The grief of the family aroused his compassion, and he
ordered Tzt Kung to unyoke one of the horses from his

* Eﬂ ‘;ﬁ E{S according to Chutzi, gﬁ % fﬁ according to Mencius
V..8 1.
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carriage, and present it to the beieaved family as his
contribution towards the funeral expenses. Replying to
Tzi Kung’s remonstrance he said: “ When I went in,
my presence brought a burst of griel from the chief
mourner, and I dislike the thought of my tears not being
followed by anything.” A very manly sentiment! Ti
Chill. Pt L. 2. 16. ’

On arriving at his destination his host was a certain
Chii Po Yii, whom Confucius came to hold in high
esteem. XIV. 26; XV. 6. While in Wei, Nan-tzu, the
beautiful and wanton wife of the Duke, had an interview
with him, to the scandalisation of his disciple Tz Lu.
VI. 26. The Sage was also on one occasion humiliated
by having to drive out in a carriage behind that of the
Duke and his notorious wife. *Lust in front, virtue
behind,” derisively remarked the people. Confucius was
ashamed of his position, and the remark in IX. 17 is
attributed to this occasion.

He soon after left Wei for the State of Sung % passing
through the minor State of Ts‘ao B on the way. Resting
en route under a large tree, where he took the opportunity
of giving his disciples a lesson in deportment, he was
violently attacked, at the instigation of an officer named
Huan Tui #8 $f. brother of the disciple Ssii-ma Niu, by
a band of men who had orders to pull down the tree and
kill him, VII. 22. It seems évident that something like a
panic resulted and that all his company fled, standing not
on the order of their going, for he was found later all
alone at the east gate or pass of the State of Chéng ‘#f by
Tzii Kung, who was directed to him by a native of the
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place. The native’s description, repeated by Tzu Kung
to his Master, amused the latter greatly,—*a forehead
like Yao, a neck like Kao Yao, shoulders like those of
Tzi Chn, but from the waist downward not equal to Yi
by three inches, and disconsolate as the dog of a broken
down family.” Confucius laughed and said: ““The ap-
pearance is out, but to say I was like the dog of a broken
down family,—how like! how like!” Ssti-ma Ch‘ien
BRIl F I RS

From Chéng he proceeded to the State of Chén [,
where he abode during three years, his host being the
Warden of the Wall, a man named Chén g, Menc. V. L.
8. 3. On the State of Wu 3, modern Kiangsu, com-
mencing hostilities against Ch‘én, Confucius once more
set out, B. C. 492, bending his steps again towards Wei-
Reaching the fiontier he was seized at a place called P‘u
# by an officer in rebellion against the Duke of Wei,
and only liberated on his taking on ocath that he would
not proceed there. This oath, as already mentioned, he
broke, excusing himself on the ground that it was forced.
Reaching Wei he was well received by Duke Ling, who
however failed to make use of his talents. XIII. 10

About this time an officer of the State of Chin & named
Pi Hsi f} J¥\ who was holding the town of Chung Mou
Hr A against his Chief, sent an invitation to Confucius,
and he seems to have been inclined to accept it, but Tzii
Lu, the bold, who it mustalways be remembered was only
nine years junior to his master, protested against his
associating’ with a rebel, and, with apparent reluctance,
Confucius gave up the idea. XVII. 7. To this period
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XIV. 42 is also referred. Sometime later, at an interview
with Duke Ling, the Duke questioned him concerning
tactics in war. Declining to answer such enquiries, the
very next day he shook the dust of Wei from his feet,
and returned to Ch'én, XV. 1. where he spent the year.
B. C. 402.

About this time the way seemed to be opening for our
voluntary exile to return to end his days in his own native
State. The selfindulgence of Duke Ting of Lu had not
made for length of days, and he had now been dead three
years. Neither did the chieftain, Chi Huan & #§, who
had tempted the Duke to his destruction, come to his
deathbed with a mind conscious of its own rectitude.
Remorseful of his conduct he charged his successor, Chi
Kfang & H¢. to recall Confucius. Had Chi K‘ang acted
as desired the Sage would now have returned home, but
yielding to his advisers, Chi K‘ang sent instead for one of
the sage’s disciples, by name Jan Ch'iu B 3. Itis to this
period that the expression of longing to 1eturn in V. a1 is
attributed.

The year following, 491, along with a number of his
disciples, he left Ch‘én and went into Ts‘ai 2%, a small
barony controlled by the dukedom of Ch‘u %%, modern
Hupehand Hunan. The “ Family Sayings " (% #& V. 20),
which book is the most ancient life of Confucius, says that
certain officers of Ch-én and Tsi, fearing that Confucius
would proceed to Ch‘u, increase its already dominant
power, and endanger the safety of Ch‘n and Ts‘i,
succeeded in bringing the Sage and his companions in this
journey to a condition of starvation. The disciples were
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ill and depressed,* educing a querulous remark from Tzii
Lu, XV. 1, but the Master maintained a cheerful courage
throughout, even playing on his lute and singing. Itis
probably this time of peril he recalls, in the lament of his
old age that none of his companions of that period were
now left to him. XI. 2.

After remaining in Ts‘i a year or so, he proceeded to
another barony overshadowed by Ch‘u named She #
whose ruler had unlawfully assumed the title of duke. In
an interview with Tzit Lu the “ duke " asked what sort of
a man his Master was, to which question Tzii Lu either
found no reply, or disdained an answer. VII. 18, When
this same duke enquired of Confucius the art of govern-
ment he replied, that it was so to ameliorate the lot of
one’s own people that others would be attracted from afar.
XIII. 16, see also 18.

The two episodes of the recluses recorded in XVIII, 6,
7, are said to have occurred while on his return to Ts‘ai.
In one of these Confucius gives utterance to the wise
sentiment, that man is not meant to herd with birds and
beasts but with mankind, and that it is only in times of
decadence that a Reformer is needed and finds his work.

The ruler of the great State of Ch‘u, whose name was
Chao B, and who styled himself King, 3 interested in
the presence of so distinguished a Philosopher within his
domain, sent an invitation to him to visit his Court, which
was at the modern I Ch'eng hsien # #§ B in Hsiang

* Chutzii observes that this must have ogcurred, between Wei and
Ch‘en, and not in the domain of Ch'n.” -

.
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Yang fu & B} fF. Hupeh. On the way an eccentric
individual met his carriage crying that the virtue of the
phoenix, meaning Confucius, had departed, and urging
him to give up his futile idea of reforming the age. XV1II.
§. King Chao was apparently impressed with t