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A NOTICE.

Since the Introduction to the first volume was written, evidence,
not hitherto noticed, has come to light, which identifies Wyclif as the
author of this entire collection of Sermons beyond any reasonable
doubt. This evidence consists of two distinct references made by
Thomas Walden in his Doctrinale to passages, one of which will be
found at p. 78, the other at p. 364, of the first volume of this work.
Walden, a Carmelite friar, confessor to Henry V, and a man of great
ability, died in the year 1430; his evidence, therefore, is very nearly
contemporary. In ch. 86 of Book II. of the Ducirinale, he charges
Wyeclif with having multiplied his iniquity, ‘ concedens consequenter
Spiritum Sanctum columbam, sicut septem spicae fuerant septem
anni, et sacer panis est veraciter corpus Christi, immo et quodlibet
esse, esse Deum.” The reader who will refer to Sermon XXX of
vol. i. p. 78 will see that this is a plain description (though not
quite a fair one, for the explanatory matter added by the preacher
is omitted,) of Wyclif’s commentary on the descent of the dove at
the baptism of Christ.

Again, in ch. 66 of Book IIL of the Doctrinale, Walden says, after -
declaring that he could with difficulty be persuaded that the Wycliffites
had derived their doctrine of clerical celibacy from their master—
*Tarde igitur mihi venit ad manus, quod in vulgari dicat in sermone
evangelii natalis festi beati Joannis Baptistae Witcleff. Hic possam,
inquit, dubitare et tractare de statu et vitd sacerdotum, qualiter sunt
dotati et innupti contra auctoritatem divinam, Nam inhibuit Christus
dotem, tam in se quam in apostolis, et approbavit nuptias apostolorum
pluriumque aliorum.” This is an accurate translation of a passage
which the reader will find at the top of p. 364 in the first volume,
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vi NOTICE.

Two sections of the Sermons, published in this edition, those on
the Sunday Gospels, and those on the Gospels for the Proprium
Sanctorum, are thus identified with Wyclif on the authority of Thomas
of Walden. But as the entire collection is found in the best and
oldest MSS., and is internally connected together in various ways,
the authenticity of the whole is raised to the highest degree of
probability.

The present volume contains the remaining two sections of the
Sermons, those on the Ferial Gospels, and those on the Sunday
Epistles. To these are subjoined two polemical tracts, the Vae
Octuplex and the OF Mynystris in the Chircke, which accompany the
Sermons in all the best MSS,, and seem to have been regarded as
intrinsically a part of the collection. The miscellaneous works,
properly so called, are reserved for the third volume.
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EVANGELIA FERIALTA.



[THr gospels for the Sundays and Saints’ days present no difficulty to
the English reader, but when he comes to the ¢ gospels for the ferias’ he
may expect some words of explanation. In ecclesiastical parlance all the
days of the week, except Saturday, are ferias. The name, however, is
never applied to the first day, or Sunday ; but Monday is the second feria,
Tuesday the third, and so on, to Friday, the sixth feria: Saturday being,
in ecclesiastical language, Sabbatum. This use of the term seems to have
arisen in the following way. Among the Romans there were established
feriae, or holidays ; the thirty days of the Feriae Latinae, when the sacrifice
was offered to Jupiter Latiaris on the top of the Alban mount on behalf
of all the Latin communities, being the most important of these seasons.
Among the early Christians the word soon came to be used mystically
in the sense of a rest from sin (feriari a peccato), as well as in the original
sense of a rest from toil and secular business. Easter, in the conception
of the primitive Christian, was the central point of the year; it was the
season at which, having accomplished his reconciliation with God, he com-
menced again the round of common duties and trials; and the week days
following Easter day he called and kept as feriae,” abstaining on them
from all secular work, but having undoubtedly the spiritual meaning of the
term fully present to his mind also. Now just as all the Sundays in the
year came to be regarded as involving a renewal on a small scale of the
Paschal solemnity,—(Keble beautifully takes up the thought in his hymn
for Easter day :—

¢ Sundays by thee more glorious break,
An Easter day in every week,’)

so the week days throughout the year gradually came to be called ‘feriae,’
because the Paschal week days were so called. That Sunday should have
been included numerically among the feriae must be accounted for by the
influence of the spiritual acceptation of the word already mentioned; but
the name of ‘dies Dominica,’ established since the times of the apostles,
could not of course be superseded. Nor, again, could the seventh day of
the week be called by any other name than ¢ Sabbatum,” consistently with
a due reverence for the elder dispensation and the rest of the Creator;
although it is practically treated as a feria for ritual purposes. (Ducange,
Bingham, Wezer and Welte, Kircben-Lexicon; the article in Herzog is
tedious and confused.)

All the sermons which follow, except the last five, are on gospels taken
from the ‘ Temporale’ of the Sarum missal. The last five are on gospels
appropriated to a few of those special occasions, for which the same missal,
in the portion of it following the Commune Sanctorum, contains a great
number of separate offices.]
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SERMONS ON DE
FERIAL GOSPELS.

PE WEDNESDAI IN PE FIRSTE WEKE OF ADVENT
BIFORE CRISTEMASSE,

[SERMON CXXIV.]

Principium evangeliz—MARK i, [1.]

As men shulden trowe in Crist pat he is bope God and man,

so men shulden trowe bi hise wordis pat pei ben sope, and |

wordis of liff. And pus Crist in his laste departing bad hise
Apostlis to preche pe gospel. And in oper place he bad pat
Petre shulde fede his sheep; not wip bodili fode, sip Crist
wolde pat he hadde no moneye; and Mathew tellip how a
servaunt shal come to blisse for sich fode, and prelat pat faylip
of sich foode shal be dampned depe in helle. And Luk seip
pat he is blessid pat heerip and keepip Goddis word; and sip
a lordis word is worshiped after pe gretnesse of pis lord, and
Crist is more wipouten mesure pan ony kyng or erpeli lord,
how lovep pe peple Crist, but! after pat it lovep Cristis word?
And pis bileve seip Poul, 3if man love not Jesus Crist, he is
cursid of God, and pat is more pan mannis curse. Cursid
be he? pat wolde ordeyne pat pe pistilis and pe gospelis
weren turned in to decrees or decretalis® of pe Pope. For
as no word of Goddis lawe hap ony strengpe, but as Crist
spekip it, so no word of mannis lawe shulde be loved but
if Crist speke it. For Crist is treupe, and noo word shulde

1 Soin E; om, A. ?So E; om. A. 2 So E; A has, and
decealis.

WYCLIF, VOL. IL B
L4

‘The paramount
authority of
the words of
hrist,

1 Cor. xvi. 22,




The office of
{Loém the Bap-

as fore.
Tunner,

1s x 25,

WYCLIF’S

be loved but for it is trewe. Take we noon heede to beestis
skynnes, ne to enke, or oper ornamentis, but to treupe pat
Crist spake, in which stondip oure bileve. For as we trowen
pat Crist was man, so we trowen pat he spake pus; and
his wordis mysten not be amended, sip he is God pat seip
pis treupe. And for dispite of Cristis wordis, and for defaute
of love of hem, ben many men® cursid of God; for pei
maken Cristis wordis unworshipid, and magnifien per owne
wordis, as pei wolden take fro God his worshipe. But, as
Poul seip, noon shulde be trowid but aftir pat Crist spekip
in him. As we ben certeyn of pe gospel, pat Crist, God
and man, spake it, so we ben certeyn of pe treupe, pat it
is faire and profitable. )

pise gospel of Mark bigynnep, how Crist was teld in pe
olde lawe, and how al his lyf was figurid bope in patriarkis
and prophetis. Dis, seip Mark, s pe bigynning of pe gospel
of Jesus Crist, Goddis Sone. As is writun in Isay pe prophele :
Many men ben Goddis sones, taken bi grace of per fadir;
but Crist is Goddis Sone kyndely, and pe same God wip him.
Pe Fadir seip to pis Sone bi Isay pe prophete: Lo, ¥ sende
myn angel bifore pi face, which shal make redi pi wey tofore
JFee. Pis aungel was Baptiste, pat witnesside pe comyng of
Crist and hijenesse of his state, bope to Godhede and to
manhede. And sich an angel mai be clepid every good
Cristen man, pat makip redi weie to Crist bifore Cristis laste
comyng. Pis Joon was a vois of a cryer in desert. So Joon
was vois of Goddis word, and knewe mekeli his own freelte;
and so Crist criede in desert, bi Baptist pat was his whistle, sip
alle creatures ben instrumentis to Goddis word. For, as Isay
seip, man is a sawe to God pat worchip. Pis vois criede
pus to men; Make 3¢ redi pe wete of pe Lord, and make 3
his papis ri3iful. Pis Lord hap his heestis, comun kyngis
weie?, pat ech Cristene man shulde hold; and 3if letting
be in pis weye, men shulden wipdrawe pis letting. And 3if
men wolen go bi papis, and kepe pe counceilis of Crist, loke
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pat pei croken not from him, ne fro pe endis pat he ordeynep.
And pus pese newe religiouse, biside Cristis lawe, ben bi
papis; but to crokid and to foule to ony man to go to hevene,
for hem wantip rijtnesse pat pei feynen in per signes. For
per signes serven of noust but to crye her holynesse, pat pei
ben bifore oper chosen of God to his service; and so pei
menen pat in blis pei ben' bifore seculer men. But it
maj falle pat many men at pe dai of dome come bifore; and so
pis Lord shal seie panne, to shame of pes ypocritis, 3yve e
stede to pis man, and remove hem from pis boord. For alle
pes ordres ben leeves of wordis, and fantasies of feyned
colouris; and so pes papis ben not rigt, for pei leden men to
ypocritis placis.

Joon Baptist was in desert, waishinge, and prechinge baplysm
of penanunce in remissioun of synnes. But pes newe ordris ben
cowardis, for pei wolen have many felowis in citees ny; men,
and in per castelis pat pei maken; and preching wip penaunce
pat pei done crokip fro Crist and fro Joon. And al pe regioun
of Jude com out to Joon Baptist, and alle pe men of Jerusalem ;
and pei weren baptisid of him in pe water of Jordan, and per
knowelichiden per synnes,~—not wip rowning as men done now.
And Joon was clopid wip camele heer and a girdil of skyn aboute
his leendis, And so it semep to many men pat Joon hadde
neiper coote ne breche, for he wente after his power ny3 pe
staat of innocense; and so he fledde mannis craft, bope in
hilynge and in foode. For in state of innocence mannis craft
shulde not serve here. And Joon eet eerbis and hony of pe woode,
as he found hem in wildernesse; and oper housis hadde he
noon but pis wildernesse and cope® of hevene. And here
shulden oure ordris shame to seie pat Joon was of per ordre, for
his reule mut * nede be first and a pap to per Liif; but how suen
pei Baptist, pat pus evermore reversen him? 3if pei mai not
lyve pus streithi, pei mai kepe hem fro fals wordis, for panne pei
synnen agens Crist and ajens Joon Baptist, and so pei singen
neiper aftir Crist, ne moornen bi penance after Joon. He
prechide and seide ; A strenger pan ¥ comep after me, whos kne-
lere*, 1, am unworpi to unbinde pe lace of kis shoon. I baptise 3ou
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tn waler, but he shal baptise 30u in pe Holi Goosf. And here men
seien comounli, pat per ben pree baptisingis, — pe firste is
baptising in water, pe toper is baptising wip blood, but pe pridde
baptising, moost nedeful and moost worp, is purging of pe
Hooli Goost; and pat mut God himsilf do, as in water and
blood of Crist moten nedis pes two first be groundid.

ON FRIDAI IN FIRSTE WEKE OF ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXV.]

Venit Johannes Baptista—MArT. iii. {1.]

Pr1s gospel tellip, as pe nexte bifore, how Joon made redy pe
weye to Crist. Mathew tellip how, Joon Bapiiste cam in desert
of Jude and seide, Do 3¢ penaunce, for pe rewme of hevene shal
come nyse. Dis weye of God was ful slidir for men jovun to
fleishli lustis, and perfore Joon took pis word to make redi pis
weye to men, for many men felden doun for slidirnesse of pis
weie, and perfore moste it have sum gravel, as Crist and Joon
taugte in pis tyme’, Pis Joon is he of whom it is seid bi Ysay pe
profett, pat seip, Per is a vois of Goddis word pat criep in desert;
make 3e redi pe wey of pe Lord, make 3e rizt pe papis of him.
Drede we not for to graunte pat Joon Baptist is a vois, for pis
word hap many wittis, and oon of hem is taken here. As a vois
is a soun® pe which is formed of a moup, and is formed of word
of herte, freel in beyng, to pis word, so Joon Baptist was
foormed of the word of Goddis moup, pe which word is Jesus
Crist, more worp panne many Joones. And so scip Baptiste
wittili and mekeli pat he is a vois, for he hap noon beyng but
of pe word of God wipinne, and he hap passinge beyng in bodi,
as a vois hap. But as a vois berep pe witt of pe word wipinne
pe soule, so Baptist bare pe witt of Goddis word wipouten error.
pis Joon hadde clopis of pe heeris of camelis, and a girdil of
skyn aboute his leendis, and pe mete of pis Joon was fruyte of
pe erpe and hony of pe woode. For, as Ysay seip of Crist pat

1 Soin E; A has feeme. 2 sown, G; sound, l.
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he shal ete butter and hony, so eet Baptist eerbis and hony.
For as Crist hadde witt of erpeli ping and hevenli, so hadde
Baptist after Crist, as it was nede to gete him blis. Sum men
seien pat locusta is a litil beest good to ete. Sum men seien it
is an herbe pat gederitp hony upon him; but it is licli patit is an
herbe pat mai nurishe men, pat pei clepen hony soukil’; but
pis ping variep in many contrees.

Panne wente out to Joon pe peple of Jerusalem, and al pe contrey
aboute Jordan, and alle pe lond of Judee, and pei weren baptised in
Jordan skryvyng to God per synmes. And Joon hadde power to
heere hem, for he was an hooli prophete and a bishopis sone,
and, as holi writt spekip, he was a preest maad of God; but pis
newe maner of shryvyng cam longe after bi pe pope. And pis
Baptist was a witnesse more worp pan pes philosophris, as Plato
and Aristotle %, bope in liif and in witt.

ON WEDNESDAY IN bE SECUNDE WEKE OF ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXVI.]

Dixit Jesus turbis—Marr. xi. [7.]

For Joon Baptiste tolde of Cristis advent, perfore pes gos-
pelis maken mynde of Joon Baptist, and Mathew tellip of
Baptist wipinne in his book, how he passep oper in holynesse
and vertue. Crist, pat mai not lye, seip first of pis Joon, Soplr
I seie to 30u, among wymmens children roos noom more pan Joon
Baptist, in rysynge here in erpe. It semep pat Crist wolde seie
bis logyk, pat per roos noon more pan Baptiste, al if per were
sum man more pan was Joon Baptist, as Crist was a wommans
child, sip Crist clepip twies his modir womman; but Crist roos
nevere bus, sip Crist was nevere doun in synne. Baptiste was
in original synne, whanne he was halewid wipinne his modir;
and so, aljif seintis in hevene ben more pan was Baptist here,
nepeles per roos noon more wommans child than was Baptist,
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sip for tyme pat he growide he was moost growinge hooli man.
And herfore seip Crist aftir, Buf ke pat is lesse in pe rewme of
hevene is more pan ke, for more hooli. Bope aungelis and
seintis ben more hooli now in hevene pan was Joon Baptiste for
tyme pat he roos here. And here ben we tauste wel, to preise
men but in mesure, and passe not pe boondis of sop for faging
of men pat we speke of, as men seien pat freris done in per
preching of dede men. Crist seip not pat ech in blis is more
pan ever is Baptist, but he seip pat ech in blis is more pan here
is Baptist. And sum men seien pat Crist meenide pat he him-
silf, pat is lasse in holi Chirche, for lowere and mekere, is more
pan Joon Baptist.

But fro dates of Joon Baptist unto now pe rewme of hevene
suffrep jfors, and violent men ravishen if. Here men seien
comunli pat fro tyme of Joon Baptist, pat he hadde pus prechide
Crist, many men disserveden heven. And, for no man comep
to heven, but 3if he do werkes of penaunce, for pus men moten
nedis scale’ heven, and sip Crist seip pat noon comep to him
but 3if he be drawun, bope God and himsilf moten nedis vio-
lenten his bodi, and pus he ravishep pis castel bi a laddir maad
of vertue. And so men moten do mouche strengpe and violence
agen per enemyes, and be strong in spiritual bateil to ravisshe
pis rewme agens pe fend. For more hie stiyng is noon, and
noon more medeful violence; and pus Joon was a myddil signe
of pis goostli bateile. For alle profetis and olde lawe ftolden
afer unto Joon, and 3if 3¢ wolen resseyve pis, Joon is Hely pal is o
come. Joon is not Hely personali, as Joon him silf confessip;
but he is Hely figurali, as Crist seip here, pat mai not lye.
And rigt so pe sacrid oost is verry breed kyndeli, and Goddis
bodi figurali, rigt as Crist himsilf seip. And, for pis witt is
notable, Crist seip, as he seip ofte, He pat hap eeren to heere,
heere ke, pis sentence bi his mynde. And, for Crist is not God
of dissencioun ne of striif, he tellip here wise wordis in whiche
his wisdom in hid. Alle oper prophetis tolden fer pat Crist
shulde come, but pei tolden not whanne. But Joon tolde wip

his* finger, Lo, here Crist pe loomb of God; and in pis Joon
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passide profetis, and so he is more pan a profete. For his
office was to shewe Crist at eye; pat passip profetis. And un-
dirstonde pou pes wordis of Crist, and no man mai panne
prove hem fals,

ON FRIDAI IN PE SECUNDE WEKE IN ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXVIIL]

Jokannes testimonium perhibebat—Jonx i. [15.]

Joox Evaungelist tellip here how Baptist bare witnesse of
Crist, and noon of pes gospelis is contrarie to opir al3if pei
seien divers sentences. Dis Evaungelist tellip, pat Joon dare
witnesse of pe Lord, and criede seiynge, He pis was pat ¥ seide
bifore, He pat is to come after me is maad bifore me, for ke was
bifore me. Here it is no nede to graunte pat Crist was maad
man in tyme bifore pat Baptist was maad, but bifore him in
dignite, and so Crist was maad his priour, for Crist is heed of
al pe Chirche, and so Crist was to come after Joon in his man-
hede, bope in birpe in wombe, and in birpe of pe wombe. But
aftirward Crist is to come after Joon at pe laste dai. And so,
sip alle pingis pat were or pat shal be ben present to God, Joon
seip witteli and sopeli, pat he pat is to come after him is made
bifore him. And cause of pis priorite is told in pis sutil word,
pat Crist was bifore John as anentis his Godhede. For in ten
wordis pat Crist spekip in pe bygynning of Joones gospel, Joon
expressip Godhede of Crist by pis verbe, Goddis word was;
and herfore Crist mut nedis be priour of al mankynde’.

And of pe fulnesse of Crist we alle han take, grace for grace ;
not only for we han take grace for oure good werkes, but
for gracious wille of God, pat mut nedis be evermore, we
han take grace for a tyme propirli in oure soule. And so
Crist is ful of grace bi his godhede pat ever was, and ful
of grace bi his manhede, sip it is oon persone wip God;
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and so of fulnesse of Cristis grace taken alle pat ben Cristis
lymes. For lawe was jovun b Mosses ; grace and freupe is
maad bi jesus Crist. 1t i3 knowun bi bileve how Moises
toke pe lawe of God, pe which was trupe wipouten eende, and
nevere made but jovun. For aljif Moises made two tablis,
nepeles pes tablis weren not pe lawe. Grace pat men han in
per soule, for to come anoon to hevene, was maad bi Jesus
Crist in openyng of hevene satis, for Crist mut nedis be pe
firste man pat shulde come in to hevene; and sip al pat fel in
pe oolde law was figure of Jesus Crist and he maad him silf
man, it is seid pat treupe is maad bi Jesus Crist whan he was
man, for panne figures ceesiden, and Crist was come, eende
of hem. But, for it is needeful to bileve pes two kyndis of
Crist, perfore seip pis gospel, paf God no man saw evere. And
clerkes seien here pat per ben two manere of sijtis of man.
Open sigt of ping present eiper to pe eye or to pe soule, and
misti sijt drawun afer, as men seen bi shadewes and bileve.
And for pe first sijt Joon seip, pat no man sawy here pe God-
hede, for Moises wolde have seen pus the Godhede, and God
certefiede to him pat no man shulde se him pus and lyve sich
fleishli Liif. For pis sigt is kept to blisse, and to men pat God
woll ravishe, as Poul hadde sum glymeryng of pe first sist, and
oper men pat God wole shewe, and ravishe hem fro fleishli liif,
and telle to per soule as him likip. But, for pis were over greet
discomfort, pat men shulden no wise here se God, perfore seip
pe gospel after pat, pe oon born Sone pe which is in pe Fadris
bosum, he hap told out e toper sigt of God. For, as Crist seep
ever pleynli pe Godhede wipinne himsilf, so he grauntip it to
trewe men to se it bi bileve. For pis misti sizt, seip Poul,
pat we seen now bi a myrrour in darknesse, but in heven we
shal see God face to face. And so, for ping is hid in bosum,
and Cristis Godhede is here hid from us, perfore seip pis gospel
pus, pat pis oon born sone is in his Fadris bosum. It is betere
to se God clereli, pan us to blabere here of hid ping.
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ON' WEDNESDAI IN bE DPRIDDR WEKE IN ADVENT.
MiIssUs EST ANGELUS IS SEID ON ANUNCIACIOUN DAI AMONG
PROPRE SANCTORUM,

bE GOSPEL ON DE PRIDDE FRIDAY,

[SERMON CXXVIIL]

Exsurgens Maria.—Lveo. i. [39.]

Pis gospel tellip pat fro pe tyme pat Marie was greet of pe
aungel she was not ydil, but stiride as God movede her.
Marte roos up, seip Luk, and wente into monteyne contre wip
hasle in 1o pe citee of kynrede® of [Judee, and entride into Zacaries
hous, and grette Elizabeth. For Gabriel told Marie bifore how
Elizabeth was wip child, and what monep she hadde conseyved,
and how Joon shulde be born bifore Crist, but Marie was not
tale wiis® ne boostful as oper wymmen, but grette mekely Eliza-
bep, and abood her wordis. Pis gospel tellip not how Marie
tok a bour woman?*, but went mekeli in hast to salute her cosyn.
And sip Joon was man panne, and Marie cam so hastely, it
semep to many men pat Joon was man bifore Crist, and herfore
seip pe gospel pat Marie wente out wip haste. Pis resoun is
not formed, but helpip wip oper to moove men. And if was
maad pat whanne Elizabeth herde pe greting of Marte, pe 3ong
ckild made joie in Elizabethis wombe. And, as seintis seyn, sip
Joon shewide gladnesse wipouten, he stiride in his modir
wombe, as he hadde daunsid; and wip pis God movede Eliza-
beth to prophecie. And Elisabeth was fulfilled of pe Holi Goost,
and criede wip greet vois and seide, Blessid art pou among wym-
men, and pe fruit of pi wombe is blessid. And whereof comep
bis to me, pat pe modir of my Lord comep pus fo me? DPis
womman wiste by prophecie pat Marie hadde conceyved Crist,
and how she was herfore blessid among wymmen, and she
hadde woundir and deynte® pat pis ladi visitide her. For lo,

! Here G has,—* pe Wednesdai gospel in pe pridde wook of Advent,
and also it is red on Oure Ladi in Lente’ I has,—‘Je nexte gospel,
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whanne pe vois of pi greting was maad in myn eeren, pe yong
child was glad for joie, as Y felide, in my wombe. And wip pis
felyng of pis womman God j3af hir witt to prophecie pus. And
blessid be pou pat trowidest, seide Elizabeth to Marie, for pef
shal be performed in pee pat weren seid to pee of pe Lord.

And Mari spak not boostful jangling new wordis, pat weren
impertinent, but heriede ' God of al his grace, and stood in her
first mekenesse. My soule magnefieh pe Lord,—for 1 confesse
pat he is greet, and al pis good comep of him; and we ben his
instrumentis,—and pus my spirit makip joie in God pat is myn
helpe. And so pe Liif of Marie makip God greet in word and
dede, and so she servep to him bope in bodi and in soule, but
hir spirit is glad in pe bileve pat she hap, pat bi pe manhede of
her sone God shal be helpe to pe world. Opir wordis pat suen
of Maries song ben expowned to greet witt. And of pis Ladi
shulden men take, and speciali erpeli ladyes, to be meke and
homely; for so was pe Lady of pis world.

PE PRIDDE SATIRDAY GOSPEL IN ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXIX.]

Anno quinto decimo—~Luec. iii. [1.]

Luxk tellip in pis gospel what tyme Joon began to preche,
and notip bi hepene lordis whos date was more knowe panne,
and bigynnep at pe Emperour, not undir whom Crist was born,
but him pat cam next after, pat Luk clepep Emperour of Tibir,
pe which is a water at Rome®2, De fiffens jeer of pis Emperour,
pat was unstable as watir, whanne Pounce Pilate governede Judee,
not as lord of pat lond, but proctour of pe Emperour and justise
to termyne causis, to pees, and to pe Emperours profit, and
in pe same tyme was pe secounde, Heroude, a fourpe lord of
Galile, but not so mouche as pe firste Heroude, for pe first

1 So E; berieden, A. * water of Rome, E,
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was clepid comunli kyng, and pis was clepid Tetrarca, for he
hadde as pe fourpe part of pe rewme of Jude, and Philip pis
Herodies bropir hadde pe fourpe part of pe lond of pe contree
clepid Bythynye® and Traconytidis, and Lysanye® was pe pridde
lord pat hadde pe fourpe part of Abilene,—undir pis Emperour of
Rome, and pes foure worldli lordis ; and fwo princis of preestis
weren panne, Anna and Caifas, pe word of pe Lord was maad
upon Joon, Zacartes some, in desert. Joon was movede of God,
panne abone pe prittinpe® geer of his eelde, to preche and to teche
pe folk bope in word and in dede. And so he took not falseli
pis office for wynnyng, ne of pes two bishopis®, but speciali of
God, and he was nedid to do pus, as God hap ever ordeyned.
And so it semep to many men )pat prelatis pat letten trewe
preestis to preche freeli pe gospel ben worse pan pes two
bishopis of Jewis. Summe bishopis ben glad of pes prestis,
and summe ben evyle enformed bi freris. And Joon cam in
to al pe contre of Jordan, preching pe baplism of pemaunce in
remission of synnmes, as il is writun in pe book of Sermouns
of Fsay pe profete, bat seide pat, Joon was a vois of a criere
in desert, Make 3¢ redi pe wey of pe Lord, make 3¢ his papts
ri3iful. Joon prechide not for worldli wynnynge, and so he
fledde fablis and lesingis, but tolde opynli profitable treupe
pat God puttide in his moup. For pus dide profetis bifore,
and pis Baptist was eende of hem. Joon movede men to
mekenesse, and to penke on pe dai of dome, and seide pat
ech valey shal be fild, and ech mounteyn, more and lesse, shal
b¢ maad low. Pis shal be at pe dai of dome, whanne pe erpe
shal be pleyn and round, as ech meke man pat shal come to
hevene shal be panne fulfillid of blisse, and ech proud man
pat shal be dampned shal be maad low bi peyne. And pis
word shulde move men to mekenesse and to leve pride, and
so it is ful nedeful to preche now as it was panne. And
shrewid pingts shal be turned into ristful, and sharpe pingss
fo pleyn wetes. Pis is soip of pe erpe; but algatis of mennis
hertis, for manye shrewide hertis of men shal turne to pe

* Betbany, E. ? Lissany, E. * pritty, E.

* i. c. of Annas and Caiaphas.

11




12

John sends

messengers
to Christ.

WYCLIF’S

weye of rijtwisnesse, and many sharpe men for to fiste shal
be pacient and meke. And ech man shal se fleishli Crist pat
is Aelpe of God. For at pe laste dai of dome shal Crist be
pus seen of alle men; and sich sermouns weren good to men,
to teche hem vertues and to flee synne,

PE FOURPE WEDNESDAI IN ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXX.]

Exitt sermo in universam Judeam~—Luc. vii, [17.]

As Joon cam bifore Crist in liif, so he cam bifore him in
preching, and algatis Joon made redi men for to trowe in
Crist. For pe sunne bifore he come sendip his ligt, and
after he shynep; and in werkes of crafte pe rude man comep
bifore, and subtil man comep aftir and makip fair. Luk
tellip pat, word wenle out of fesus tnto al fude, and in o al
Jpe contre aboute, for woundris pat Crist dide. And Jjoons
disciplis tolden him of alle pes, pat weren seide of Crist. And
Joon clepide panne fogidere fwo of hise disciplis, and sente hem
lo Jesus, and seide, Art pou pe prophele pat is lo come, or we
abiden anghper betere? Baptist seide not pes wordis for he
hadde drede in pis bileve, but for he wolde pat his disciplis
and oper men weren taugte of Crist; and so he coveitide
Cristis worship, and ordeynede perfore many gatis. And
whanne pes two disciplis camen, pei seiden pus to Crist; Joon
Baptisi sente us lo pee, and seide, Art pou he pat is o come
or we abiden anopir ? And Crist in pat same our heelide many
men of per sithnesse, as summe of per languishing, and sum of
woundis, and sum of fendis, and to many blynde Crist 3af si3f.
And Crist answeride and seide to hem, Going jforp, lelle azen
o Joon pingis pal 3¢ han herd; jfor blynde men seen, and halte
men goen; meselis ben maad clene, defe men heeven ; dede men
risen, pore men ben prechid good. And he is blessid pat shal
not be sclaundrid in me.
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Pese wordis ben expowned in be firste part of pe sermouns e,
And whanne Joones messangerss weren passid, began Jesus fo
seie of Joon lo pe peple, What wente 3¢ lo see in desert? Wher
3¢ wenle Yo se a reed wawid wip pe wynd? But what ping 3eden
3¢ out to see?  Wher a man cled wip softe clopis? Lo, pes men
bat ben in a prescious cloth, and in delicis, ben in kyngis howsis.
But what wente 3¢ 10 se ? wher a profete P 3he, ¥ seie to 30u, more
pan a profete.  For pis is he of whom 1t is writun, Lo, ¥ sende
myn aungel bifore pi face, pe which aungel shal make redi pi weie
bifore pee. Certis ¥V seie fo 30u, per is no man more profete
among pe children of wymmen pan is Joon, but he pat is lesse in pe
rewmes of hevenes is more pan ke ; as Crist seide bifore. But
here it semep pat speche of Crist out-takip himsilf bi his wordis;
and pes wordis ben sopeli seid agens alle capcious men.

PE FOURPE FRIDAY IN ADVENT.

[SERMON CXXXI.]

Videte et cavete.—MARK viil, [15.]

P1s gospel tellip how men shulden flee al ypocrisie, for among
fyve pridis pis is moost perilous. And, for pis ypocrisie is bope
in religious and seculer lordis, perfore biddip Crist to hise, Se 3¢
and fle 3¢ fro pe sour dowy of Farisess, and pe sour dowy of
Heroude. And pes powsten logidere, and serden, pat pei hadden no
breed, how were it panne pertinent to telle hem of sour douz?
And whanne pis word was knowun Jesus sesde to hem, Wherto
benken 3¢ pat 3¢ have no breed? 3it 3¢ knowun nof, ne undir-
Stonden ; 31 3our herie s blyndid ; 3¢ havynge i3en seen nof, and 3¢
havyng eeren heeren moi, but wanten witt. And 3¢ pemken not
whan ¥ brak fyve looves among fyve pousynd men, and kow many
cofynes ful of relif baren 3¢ awey. And pei seiden pat twelve

* See vol. i. Sermon XXVIII. the true meaning of the words sro-

Since he preached on the corres- xol! eluyyeAifovrai, which are mis-
nding passage in St. Matthew, translated in borb Wycliffite ver-
yclif appears to have discovered sions.
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cofynes pei token of pe firste feeste. And Crist axip of pe
secounde feste, Whanne he fedde foure pousynd men wip sevene
looves, and how many lecpfullis of broke mele pei token aftir 7 And
Aei seiden, pei gadriden sevene. And here we witen pat pes weren
two feestis. And Crist sede panne /o hem, How wundirsionde
3¢ nof? pat Y speke to oper entente, whanne Y speke of pe
sour dows, pat is clepid ypocrisie bi resoun of propirte of ping.
For rigt as sour dowy infectip breed pat men shulden lyve wip, so
ypocrisie faylip good werk pat mans soule shulde lyve wip.

Ipocrisie of Pharisees and of Eroude lastip 3it, for newe
ordris bigilen pe peple, bop beggers and possessioneris, in pat*
pei feynen hem holy to spuyle of hem pe worldli goodis. For
certis Crist put nevere holynes in sich signes of ypocritis; but
whanne pes signes crien hem holy, pei ben false to disseyve pe
peple. And 3if pes ordris ben holy, pei shulden hide pat, as
Crist biddip; but where shulde rise per wynnyng panne, bi
which pei spuylen pe peple? And pe ende of pe feendis
ordenaunce, pat he castip bi pes ordris. But it Heroude hap
suteris, as seculers pat now lyven; for as he feynede holynesse
in sleying of Joon Baptist, so pei feynen holynesse in pursuying
of trewe men. And for pes ordris of horedom, wip flatering
pat is maad to hem, in false signes of horedoom, and knelyng
as daunsyng, pei holden wip pes false ordris and harmen Cristis
lawe and pe peples. .

But pe gospel tellip aftir how, Crist and hise camen to Beth-
saida, and per browylen 1o him a blynd man, and pei preieden Crist
to touche kim. And Crist fook pe blynde mannis hoonde, and bidde
him wipoute pe sirete, and Crist, spitting in his 3en, putle his
hondi's on him, and axide him wher ke sawy ouzt. And pis man
lokide on Crist and seide, pat he sawy men walkyng as irees.
Aftirward Crist putie his hondis upon his t3en, and ke bigan fo
see, and pis blynde man was restored, so pat ke sawy clerely alle
Bingts.  And Crist sente pis blynde man to his hous, and serde, Go
inbo pi hous, and 351 pou go out inio pe strele, seie pou o no man,

And Crist techip bi pes wordis pat neiper men heelid shulden

1 S0 Q; A reads, pat pat.
* The whole of this paragraph is omitted in E.
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be proud, ne preestis shulden booste among men of werkis pat
pei done in Goddis name. And sip Crist doip alle hise werkis
suyngli, oon after anoper, he tellip in pe secounde miracle how
Pharisees blynden lordis. For pei can telle ape signes, and
lowting as it were holynesse, and wip sich wymmens sport bigile
lordis wip ypocrisie. But as Crist 3af sigt to pis biynde man, so
he doip to sum sich lordis, but pis cunnynge is wonnen® wip
hards, for bi proces of tyme lordis mai se per coveitise and
wanting of good affeccioun, but worldli wille about per muk.
And pus, 3if # Crist almysti my3jte make pis man anoon to
see, nepeles he dide pis pus, to teche how pis blyndenesse
wendip awey. Firstd men seen men as trees, wandring wip
men here; and sum profit pei conseyven of hem, bope in
cloistre and in houshold, for algatis pei eten mete, as diden
pe prestis of Baal, and stonden in a prestis stede in pe houshold
pat pei dwellen inne; and so pei taken litil goodis, but 3if it
be mete and drynke and cloip. But 3if Crist ligtith more pes
lordis, and makip hem clerely for to se pat such cloistreris pat
crepen out of per cloistris ben quyke develis, to disseyve men of
pe world, and alle per garmentis pat pei han ben atier * taken of
pe fend, to playe per pagyn among men, and to disseyve men as
beestis. And pus pei perseyve clerly goostli harmyng of pes
fendis, for pei forsaken per first ordre, and casten hem to bigile
pe world. And pus bi fallace of pe fendis ben lordis disseyved
many weies, for pei stelen first per patrimonye bi colour of
ypocrisie, and seien pat bope pei and per eldris han trewe
proctours of pes ordris; but pei tellen not how Goddis lawe
forbedip ony sich dowyng to be. And so pes pat swarmen out
of per cloistre tellen not how pere is per lyf, and how pei weren
out of per cloistre as fishis wipouten waterc. Pus pe fend
swarme) his covent, and bigilip many lordis. And pis ipocrisie

1 ewonne, E. 2 alsif, E. 2 fire, Q.

s The knowled%e of the extent to  scription of the monk in the Pro-
which they are d ded by the friars  logue to the ¢ Canterbury Tales,
is attained to with difficulty, Chaucer writes,—

b All_that follows, to the end of * He gaf not of that text a pulled hen,
the sermon, is omitted in E. That saith that hunters ben not holy men;

A . : Ne that & monk, whan ke is cloysterles,
o This was a common saying in Te Ko fo o che Ghat €5 matiwtes s

wasey:
the fourteenth century. In the de- This is to seyn, a monk out of his cloystre.’
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of Heroude may be shewid bi pis reule, pat bope monkis and
freris assenten to werris wipouten cause, and bringen pes lordis
awerke, to make hem enemyes in many rewmes, and waste per
bodies and per moneje. But 3it pei feynen pat pei ben martris,
but pe rewmes ben riche to God for martirdom pat pei han
geten. Pus Cristene men suffisen not to telle pe cautelis of
pese fendis, and how pei blynden worldli men wip false wordis
of per maistir.

PE FIRSTE WEDNESDAI AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAv.

[SERMON CXXXIL]

Cum audisset Jesus.~—~MATT. iv, [12.]

p1s gospel tellip whanne and how oure Lord Jesus bigan to
preche.  Mathew tellip, Whanne fesus hadde herd pat joon
Baptisi was taken, ke wenie in lo Galile, and lefte pe citee of
Nasareth, and cam and dwelte in Capharnaum. Joon was
trayed for he reprovede Heroude of his bropers wyf jat he
held, and wiles weren cast for Joones dep bi pe wickide wom-
man Herodias; and Crist wiste wel how Joon shulde die, and
whanne, and how gloriously, and so Crist began to preche and
conferme Joones preching. For Crist took pe same teme, and
held pe same forme of preching. Caplharnaum was a cilee on pe
see coostis® of Zabulon and Neplalym, so pal it were fulfillid pat
was seid bi Isay pe profet®, * e lond of Zabulon and pe lond of
Neptalym is a weye of pe see on Jordan of Galile of hepene foik*
And it is knowun how kyng Solomon 3af pis Galile to a kyng
pat gat him stones® to his temple, and how pus men goen to pe
see. De peple, of pese two sortis, paf sat in derknesse of synne,
saw a greet Iijt, whanne it saw Crist pe sunne of rigtwisnes, and
while men sitten in lond of shadewe of dep, is U3t sprungen unto
hem. In pis lond was pe shadewe of dep; for pere was synne

1 was a cite on be see in be coostis, Q: was a citee in pe coost, E, 3 The
words between asterisks are wrongly excluded from the quotation in A.
3 stomys, Q; A has somes.
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of unbileve, and many oper unkindely synnes, pat maken shad-
ewe of dep to men. For many of pis contrey weren dampnyd,
al jif summe of hem weren saved; and pes men out of bileve
‘pat shulden be dampned baren wip hem pat shadewe of pe
secunde dep, and derkiden oper wip pis shadewe.

From hens bigan Jesus lo preche, and seie, as Joon Baptist
seide, Do 3¢ penaunce, for pe rewme of hevenes shal come nyy'.
Doing of penance was nedeful to pe peple pat pes men tausten,
for per weye was ful slidir for to go to hevene inne, sip fleishli
synnes weren in hem, and pei letten men to go to hevene; and
it profinp mouche to men to go in good felouship. But Crist,
pat is rewme of hevene, shal come ny3 and opene heven, and
stoppe tempting of pe fend; and so men shulden helpe hemsilf,
and bigynne at peir nexte enemye, pat is pe fleish, to chastise
it

ON DE FIRSTE FRIDAY AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFpPE DAY,

[SERMON CXXXIIIL]

Egressus Jesus—LUEE iv. [14.]

Pis gospel tellip how Crist prechide, aftir pe storie pat Luk
tellip. Jesus wente out in vertue of pe Goost in fo Galile. ‘Trewe
men trowen as bileve pat pe Holi Gost ledde Jesus whidir ever
he wente, and what dedis evere he dide. And fame wente oul
poury al pe lond of him ; and Crist lausle in synagogis of hem,
aud was magnefied of hem alle. And Crist cam in fo Nazareth,
where he was conseyved and nurishid, and he entride bi his cus-
fome on Saturdai in Io pe synagoge. And hereof taken Cristene
men custome to preche on Sundai, for it comep to us for Sabot
in pe stede of Satirdai; and Crist hadde custum for to preche
on Saturdaie, as Luk seip here; and so shulden preestis sue
him, preching on Sabot pat is Sundai.

And Crist roos up to rede, and pe book of Fsay pe profete was

' The words for—ny; are wrongly excluded from the quotation in A.
SERMONS. VOL. 1L C
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30vun to rede. And as Crist turnede pe book, he fond pe place
where it was writun, Pe Spirit of pe Lord ts upon me, wherfore
he anoyntide me ; fo preche {o pore men he sente me, and so pe Holi
Goost bad me, preche lo prisoneris forsyvenes, and to blynde men
s34, to leeve brokem men in remissioun, lo preche pe seer pat pe
Lord acceptih, and pe daie of azem3yvyng'e. Dis preching is al
disusid, and turnid to pride and coveitise. For how ever men
mai plese pe peple, and wip moneie wynne hem worship, pat
pei prechen, and putten abak pe profit of pe peplis soule. Dis
book was ordeyned of God to be red in pis place, for alle pingis
pat felden to Crist weren ordeyned for to come pus. And
so men seyen Crist hadde office of alle pe mynystris in pe
Chirche. Crist lernede to rede whanne he wolde, and he
preiside mouche Ysay; and pes eiste wordis ® red here of Crist
han betere ordre pan we can telle; for pe Hooli Goost was on
Crist bope in his bodi and soule, sip Crist was bope God and
man, and bi his manheed led of God. And perfore pis Goost
anoyntide Crist wip goodis of grace as fulli as ony man myjte
be anoyntid. And pus Crist mut nedis preche to meke men
pat wolden take it, for pis is pe beste dede pat man doip here
to his breperen. And so Crist prechide, to prisoneris forsyvyng
of per synnes, and to men blinde in wit, for to knowe pe wille
of God, and leeve broken men in forgyvenesse of per travaile.
And Crist prechide pe geer of our Lord pat was acceptable bi
him ; for he made the jeer Jubile; and daie of 3yvyng of mercy
and of blis was prechid of Crist. And so alle pes eizte wordis
sownen in mercy and confort of Crist, to men pat ben in
prisoun here for olde synnes pat pei have done.

And whanne Crist hadde folden pis book, he 3af 1t lo pe
servaunt, and ke sat; and pe eyen of alle pat weren in pe sinagoge
weren loking fo him. And Crist bigan fo seie lo hem, Pat pis dat
is pis writing fild in jour 13en on me. For Isay seide pes
wordis, as men pat profecieden of Crist. And alle men 3aven
him wilnesse ; and alle men woundriden in pe wordis of grace pat

t foryyuyng, E. * bokis, Q; om. E,

» The Vulgate, I do not know on  end of the nineteenth verse, the
what authority, inserts here at the  words, ‘et diem retributionis.’
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camen of his moup. Of pis dede of Crist men taken, pat it is
leveful for to write, and aftirward to rede, a sermoun; for pus
dide Crist oure alper-maistir. For 3if men mai pus turne pe
peple, what shulde lette to have pis maner? Certis traveile of
pe prechour or name of havyng of good witt shulde not be pe
ende of preching, but profit to pe soule of pe peple; and how-
ever pis ende comep beste, is moost plesing to God. And
curiouse preching of Latyn is ful fer fro pis ende; for many
men prechen hemsilf, and leeve to preche Jesus Crist; and so
sermouns done lesse good pan pei diden in meke tyme.

ON pE SECUNDE WEDNESDAI AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON CXXXIV.]

Egressus Jesus abirf—MARE vi, [1.]

Dis gospel tellip how Crist dide in profitinge to his Chirche.
He wente out of a mannis hous whos douster he reiside from
dep to Lif. And pis wenche was pe firste bodi pat Crist
quykenede of pree; and she was a wenche of twelve 3eer age,
pat Crist reiside wipinne pe hous. And Crist wente pennes
o his contre, and kis disciplis folewiden him, and in pe same Sabot
day he bigan to teche in pe synagoge. And many pat herden
woundriden in kis lore, seiyng, Wherof comen alle pes pingds to
him ? and what is pe wisdom pat is 3ovun pus to kim, and sich
vertues don bt his hondis? Is nol ke pis Josephis sone and Martes P
And Joseph was a forgere! of trees? pat is to seie a wriste.
And Crist hadde name of his fadir in reprof of his pore kyn.
And so pei seiden pat Crist was bropir of James and of Joseph and
of Jude and Symount, for alle pes weren his auntis children.
Ne ben not hise sisters wip us here?  And per weren harmed bi
sclaundre of him. Men mai seie soip dispitously, as siche
cosyns among be Jewis ben clepid breperen and sistris; and
pei nemeden hem for pei weren pore. And Jesus seide to hem

Y forcer, E. * This clause is wrongly included in the quotation in A ;
E gives it right.
C2
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bat per is noo profete wipouten honoure, but in his contre, in his
hous, and in his kynrede. For in strange contre men marken
pe dedis, and in pes homly placis pe kyn, And Crist my3te not
per do ony vertue, but pat he heelide a fewe sicke men, pe while ke
lesde his hondis on hem. And here men taken of oure bileve,
pat ping which God hap ordeyned not to be may not be; for
alle pingis moten nedis be pat God hap ordeyned. But Crist
myjte, 3if he hadde wolde, have done here miraclis at his wille ;
but Crist saw ever Goddis ordenaunce, to which he mut nedis
assente. And Crist woundride of his kyn, for pe untreupe pat
pet kadden. Crist woundride of many pingis, which pingis he
wiste ful wel. For Crist hadde foure maner of knowingis; bi
sum he woundride, and bi sum oper not. Crist, in pat he was
God, hadde pe same witt wip pe Fadir, and in pat pat he is blessid,
Crist saw clerely alle pingisa. Crist bi his bodili wittis hadde
knowyng as oper men, and now he gat sich knowing, and now
he failide pereof. And, bi pis, Crist hadde comune knowing,
bi which he knewe pingis generalli.

PE SECUNDE FRIDAY AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELF)E DAI,

[SERMON CXXXV.]

Descendit' Jesus.—LUKE iv. [31.]

P1s gospel tellip more of Crist how he traveileide in his
Chirche. Crist wenfe out of his contre, wher he was born and
was dispisid, and cam doun to Capharnam, pat was a cite of
Galile, and per Crist tauste upon Satirdates. And pei wondriden
tn his lore, for his word was in power. Crist spak sadli, as a
Lord pat hadde power above pe lawe, and to adde to pe lawe,
and telle how it schulde be undirstonden®. And in pat syna-
goge was a man pe which hadde a _foul fend ; and pe fend criede
bi pis man wip a greet vois, and seide, Suffre now?, what is fo us

' So E and Q rightly; A has Ascendit. ?So E; A and Q read
how it undirstood. 80 E; A excludes ‘suffre now’ from the

quotation.
a That is, by the beatific vision.
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and 1o pee, Jesus of Nazarep? Art pou come to leese us? ¥V
wool pat pou art Goddis sernt. Pis fend knewe Cristis man-
heed, and sumwhat he knewe of his Godhede; and he wolde
seie pat Crist in pus punishing pe fendis dide no dede of mercy,
sip at domesdai pei shulden have ful peyne; and pis fend was
nedid to confesse Cristis holynesse, Buft Jesus blamede pis fend,
and seide, Be pou doumbe ; and he wente oul fro pis man. And
whanne Crist hadde cast oul pis fend, ke wente fro pe man, and
notede him not. And drede was maad in alle men, and pei spaken
logidere and seiden, What is pis word? for in power and in vertue
Crist commandip unclene sprritis, and pei goon owl. And fame
of Crist was publishid into ech place of pe contre.

Here we mai se pat Crist held not wip fendis, for pei seiden
treupe, and baren witnesse of his holynesse; and wolde God
pat we diden pus! For panne we shulden not serve to fendis
for worldli pingis pat pei 3yven us; and we shulden not take
false witnessis pat ben hired for worldli goodis ; but we shulden
take clene witnesses in a clene cause of treupe. For many men
seien pe sope, and God hatip hem for her unclene liif; sip he
pat is in synne synnep, aljif he seie pe treupe. And so in
Engelond ben many men afer aqueyntid wip pe fend: for alle
pes pat ben false meenys wolen have witnesse of oper men;
and pis fallip ofte bi coveitise, and' oper synnes pat men don.

ON }E PRIDDE ‘WEDNESDAI AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELFDE DAL

[SERMON CXXXVIL]

Intravit Jesus in synagogam.—MAaRK iil. [1.]

pis gospel tellip how Crist reprovede Phariseis and men of
lawe, for pei chargiden moche pat Crist shulde do myraclis in
per Sabotis. Mark tellip how, Crist entfride in lo pe synagoge,
and per was a man pat kadde a drye hond. And pei aspieden
him, 3if ke wolde heele men tn Sabote, pat pei wolden accuse him.

tand, Q. E; A has of.
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And Crist seide to pe man pat hadde a drie hond, of humors,
Rise in 1o pe myddel. And Crist sesde to hem, Where 1t be leveful
to do wel tn pe Sabol, or men shulden do yvel in pe Sabot? wher
it is leveful to make a mannis liyf saaf, or lese mannis Lif in
Sabot? Bul pes foolls holden per pees. For pei myjten not
denye pat ne spiritual werkes, in which bodies worchen, shulden
be don algatis in Sabot, as preiyng and service in pe Temple,
wip oper werkes pat preestis usen; and pes goen mnere’ bodili
werkes pan to heele a man bi miracle. Also it was leveful to
hele a mannis soule in sabot, for panne shulden pei algates
traveile for pe helpe of mannis soule. But bi pes werkes pat
Crist dide was mannis soule heelid; not oonli for Crist bi his
Godhede helide men, ne oonli for Crist taugte hem pe bileve,
but for pei sawen Goddis power worche in Crist, and knewen
bi him many treupis of bileve pat pei knewe not bifore. And
so, as Crist arguip, 3if Cristis werkes weren of pe fend, God
wolde not worche pus so graciously in Crist. And, as Crist
reprovep hem in pe gospel of Luk, it was leveful and usid
among Jewis comunli pat pei wolden helpe out of pe lake a
beest in pe Sabot; myche more Crist shulde helpe in pe Sabot
a siik man. For 3if Crist lefte pus his Fadris werkes in pe
Sabot, Crist hadde consentid to mennis harm, and wipholden
yvele his power.

And Crist, lokynge on hem wip ive, hadde sorewe on per blynd-
nesse, and seide to pe man, pal he shulde stretche out his hond, and
pis man strefchide out, and his hond was restorid. And pus
myjzten pes blynde foolis wite pat Crist dide levefully; for ellis
at comandement of Crist wolde not God pus have heelid pis
man. And pus men han a drie hond pat wanten werkes of
grace.

! neer, Q, E.
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ON pE PRIDDE FRYDAY AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAY.

[SERMON CXXXVIIL]

Circuibat Jesus.—~MATr. iv. [23.]

P1s gospel tellip of Jesus preching, how bisili he tauste his

Chirche. For Mathew tellip pat, Jesus wente aboute al pe contre | 2%}

of Galile, techinge in pe synagogis, and prechinge pe gospel of pe
rewme of hevene. And so Crist tauste pe olde lawe, and fillide
it wip pe newe lawe; and pus taugte Crist oure prelatis, not
to? be idil in per holdis, ne spuyle moneye of per sugetis whanne
evere pei visitiden hem, but to preche pe gospel of God and
moove men to good liif and blis. And Crist keltde al languysh-
ing and al sykenesse in pe peple. But disciplis of Anticrist
agreggen pe siiknesse of per folk, for pei maynteynen synne
for moneie, and 3yven cursid ensaumple of liiff. For men pat
pus turnen fro Crist moten nedis synne in visitinge, and ? oper
pat assenten to hem synnen in manere bi siche prelatis. And
opynyoun of Crist wente poury al pe lond of Siry. And God
3yve pat Cristis liif were pus wel knowun in Cristyndom, for
panne mysten men sue Crist, and take no werkis but ensaum-
plid® of him. And pei offriden to Crist al po pat hadden hem
yvel i diverse sitknesse, as lunatikes and parelifykis, and Crist
heelide hem. Lunatikes ben sich men pat han cours of per
siikenesse bi movyng of pe moone, and panne pe fend wrouste
in hem. Paralitikes ben po men pat ben siike in pe palesy,
pat mai not rigtli move per partis for feblenesse of per senewis.
And myche folk sueden Crist. Sum men sueden Crist for lore
of Goddis lawe and weye to hevene; sum men sueden Crist
for helpe, for Crist heelide many bodies; sum men sueden
Crist for mete, for Crist fedde men ofte bi myracle; sum men
sueden Crist for woundris pat pei sawen Crist do, for Crist dide
more wondirful werkes pan men don in somer games; and
sum men sueden Crist to accuse him in word and dede. And
pus, for summe of pes or manye, summe folk sueden Crist.

150 E; om. A, 1 SoE,Q; om. A, 3 So E: A has snsaumple.
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pPE FOURPE WEDNESDAI AFTER OCTAVE TWELFpE-DAL

[SERMON CXXXVIIL]

Factum est autem.—LUKE ix. [517.]

Pis gospel tellip how Cristis disciplis moten han hem in
lyvynge. It fel, seip Luke?!, whanne Crist and hise disciplis
wenten 1n pe weie, oon seide to Crist, I shal sue pec whidir ever
bou shalt go. And Jesus seide to him, Foxis hav demnis, and
briddis of pe elr hav nestls wher pei shal reste, but cerfis mannis
sone hap not where ke shulde reste his heed. Crist answerip here
to pe pougt and entent of pis man, for pis man was coveitous,
and saw Crist do many woundris, and if he myste have dwelt
wip Crist, and lerned to do sich curis, he myjte have be rich
man in haste, for him and for alle hise. To pis entent ans-
werip Crist, and seip, pat per ben pre manere of men. Pe
firste men ben foxis pat han hid tresour, as comunli ben mar-
chaundis. And sum ben gentil men and riche of per rentis,
and pes, as briddis of pe eir, fleen in to per nestis. But pe
pridde manere of men ben Crist and hise apostlis; pat han no
richesse her propre, but lyven goostli liif, and upon mennis
almes. And pus pis mannis entent acordide not wip Crist.

And here tellip Crist us in pe gospel of Mathew, how he was
pore man as anentis worldli lordship, and so he shulde not
seke to Crist for pis worldeli eende, for Crist myste not
chaunge pis staat for comyng of sich a fals man. And here
mai we se how oure newe religiouse varien fro Crist, for pei
han propre housing, and goodis in pis housing, as hadde not
Crist wip hise apostlis. Crist hadde alle pingis, but not pus
worldli. Crist seide fo anoper man, Sue pou me. And ke serde,
Sire, lete me first go and birie my fadir. And Jesus seide fo him,
Suffre pat dede men birie per dede. And here mai we see how
Crist determinede how sum men pat lyven in pe world ben

i dede to Godward, and we mai se ever how we shulden leve

! Soin E; A wrongly includes “seip Luk’ in the quotation.
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goode werkes for doing of pe betere; sip it is werk of mercy to
birie dede men*, and 3it Crist wolde pat pis man levede pis and
suede him. For he synnep gretly pat levep pe betere, and
chesip pe worse; and pus dede men to God don good to pe
world. And over pis we mai se how falsely oure newe religiouse
moven men bi pis gospel to come to per religioun. For pei
shulde purge hem silf bifore, and make hem pore as Crist was.
But Crist seide to pis man, Go pou and telle pe rewme of God;
but to pis ben men unable, for tyme pat pei ben in pes ordres,
for pei shulden able hem after Crist, and apostlis pat weren of
his scole. But fro pe tyme pat hem wantide pis maistir, pei
gedereden ! not coventis togidere, sip Crist was propirli Maistir,
and myjte not faile in his leeding. But now foolis and sinful
men lede oper foolis into pe diche. And so, sip Cristis re-
ligioun is betere pan pes newe ordris, pes men synnen gretli pat
taken hem and leven Cristis. For Cristis ordre myjte occupie
ech man as myche as he myste do; and no drede it myjte
occupie men betere pan pes newe ordris. And so, as Crist bad
pis man suffre deed men to birie dede men, so men shulden
sufire pes newe ordris, pat ben clepid dede houndis, and sue
Crist in his ordre, as Crist bad pis man do. And 3if pes ordris
pursuen trewe men and emprisonen per owne breperen for sich
treupe of pe gospel, pei ben worse pan Heroude was; and in
pis same dampnacioun ben mysti men of pe world pat defenden
pes newe ordris, to do pes synnes and oper moo. For whoever
assentip on pis wyse makip him gilti wip pe doere; and pus
Eroudes ypocrisie shulde be fled of men of pe world.

But pe pridde man serde to Crist, Sire, ¥ shal sue pee, but
Jirst 3 yve me leeve lo telle 1o hem pat ben at hoom. And Jesus seide
to him, No man pat puttip his hond to pe plous, and lokynge azen,
is able to pe kyngdom of God. Crist wolde here pat whoever
hadde an hooli purpos to lyve wel, he shulde not leve pis purpos
for no movyng of pe world; sip we ben as tiliyng men, to ere
oure lond, and sowe it aftir; and lokyng abak in pis crafte
makip errour in sich tilieris. For sich men taken in veyn pe

' So Q; geriden, A ; gydren, E.

* To bury the dead, is the last among the seven corporal works of mercy. -
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grace of God, pat leeven goode werkes for movynge of pe
world, or counseyle* to lesse goode werkes. And pus alle pes
newe ordris, pat leeve fredom of Cristis ordre for goodes pat
ypocritis han getun to pes newe feyned statis, done here ajens
Crist, and unable hem silf to come to heven. We shulden
penke on Lothis wif, how she for lokyng abak was turned into
a lumpe of salt, to teche us to love Cristis ordre.

PE FOURPE FRYDAI GOSPEL AFTER OCTAVE ON TWELFDE DAL

[SERMON CXXXIX]

Offerebant Jesu parvulos—MAazRK x. [13.]

P18 gospel tellip how Jesus lovede litil children in kynde and
figure. For sip Crist ordeynede litil children to growe to men,
and efte to seintis, it is noo drede Crist lovede pis age, as alle
oper agis of men. But for children of pis age lyven ofte as
innocentis, and ben not broken wip worldli falsehede, perfore
Crist lovede pis figure. And pus seip Mark, pas pe folk offriden
litel children to Jesus, pat he shulde touche hem. And pis was
a grat sacrament, but God woot whi pis Chirche putte it not
among sacramentis®. And disciplis of Crist lettiden hem pat
offreden per children. But whanne Jesus saw pis, he tok it
hevely, and seide fo hem, Suffre 3¢ litel children o come Jo me, and
forfende 3¢ hem not, for of sich maner children &s pe rewme of
hevenes. Sopli ¥ sete to jou, pat whoever lakip not pe rewme of
God as a yong child, skal not entre tn fo 1. And clippinge hem,
and puttinge his hondis on hem, Crist blesside hem. And herfore
techip Petre his peple pat pei shulde coveite mylk, as new born
songe children, havyng witt wipouten disseit. For as mylk
nuriship sich children, so bileve nuriship Goddis children; and
as children loven mylk, for a litil bifore pei weren sich sub-

: stance, so Cristen men shulden love bileve, for pei han lyved

!
!

1 Soin E; A reads conceile. 2 whi bis is not put among oper sacra-
mentis, E.
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in bileve of Goddis Sone. And herfore seip Salomon: Take
3e out litil foxis pat schrapen? doun pe vines; for savery lore
of hevenly pingis, pat shulde growe in Cristis Chirche, is
distried bi worldli men, pat lyven bi cautels as foxis. And
herfore seip Crist in pe gospel, whanne he was manassid of
Heroude, Go 3e and seie to pat fox, Lo, Y caste out fendis,
and make helpis to daye and to morowe; and in pe pridde dai
Y am deed, but not 3it. And sip it mut nedis be pat Crist lyve
in pree 3eer after, Crist myjte not leve for Heroude to do
goodis to his Chirche.

ON PYFpE WEDNESDAI AFTER OCTAVE.

[SERMON CXL.]

Homo gquidam habuit.—MaTT. xxi. [28.]

P1s gospel dividip pe Chirche in two partis, and reprovep pe
toon. e parable pat Crist seip is told of hym in pes wordis.
O man hadde two sonys, and he going 1o pe first seide, Sone, go to
day and worche in my vyneserde. And he answeringe seide, ¥V
nyle ; bul aftirward he, moved bi penaunce, wente forp. And pis
Jadir came fo pe toper some, and bad also pat he shulde worche, and
he answeride and seide, I go, sire ; but he wente not. Whick of
pes fwo dide pe fadirs wille ? axide Crist of pes Jewis. And pei
seten o kim pat pe firste. For he dide in dede his fadirs wille,
and pe toper as a fals sone bihiste wel, but dide falsely. And
Jesus setde to pe Jewis, Sopeli I seie to 3ou, pat puplicans and
hoorss shal go bifore sou in pe Chirche. For Joorn Baptist cam to
30 in pe were of rijfwisnesse, and 3e trowiden not to him, and dide
not as he taugte jou, duf puplicans and puteyns ® trowiden to him,
and diden aftir him; and 3¢, seynge al his liif, hadden neiper?
penance afier for to trowe o Jones sentence. For pe Jewis sawen
Joon dede for reprovyng of Heroudis synne; and it pe Jewis
hadden no sorowe for feynt levyng ® to pus stonde for treupe in

! us, E, 2 shrapen, G. * booris, G; putaynis, 1. * never, E.
* So E; A has bilesvyng.
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Goddis cause. And for pis parable is ful good for many men
to knowe, perfor biddip Crist aftir pat, e pat hap ceris to heeren,
here ke pes wordis, wip ere and herte,

Pis parable of Crist is pus expowned. Pis fadir is God him-
silf; pes two sones ben two folk, pe Jewes and hepene men.
Pe hepene men ben e firste sone, for pei weren bifore pe Jewis,
and also bifore Ebreus, as men mai se in Goddis lawe. Goddis
vyneserde is holy Chirche, pét was fro pe bigynnyng of pe
world. And God bad pes bope sones to traveile and profite
to his Chirche ; for whanne ever God biddip charite, pat stondip
in pe ten heestis, God biddip to traveile in his Chirche, as pe
secounde Table techip. Dis first sone was first untrewe, and
seide he wolde not serve to God, for he wolde not take bileve,
ne graunten in dede to be Goddis servant. Pe toper sone seide
he wolde, and dide! in many patriarkis. But aftir pis firste
sone was moved of God bi kyndely skile to serve him and
lyve wel, as in Joob and Jetro, but largely whanne hepene men
token bi apostlis Cristis feip. And panne pe toper sone of pis
fadir weren folk out of bileve, for fro pat tyme pat prestis
rengniden, and killiden Crist for his treupe, pei weren fals to pis
day, and noyous to hooly Chirche. And pus bi jugement of pe
Jewis Crist concludide hem softly. And pus may men parte pe
Chirche in seculer men and in clerkes. Seculer men ben pe
first sone, and clerkes ben pe toper sone. And clerkis and
preestis lyveden first wel, and speciali in Cristis tyme, for Crist
and hise apostlis also weren bope preestis and clerkis, and pei
traveiliden moost in pe Chirche, and maden it large and
florishinge; sip pat Crist bougte his Chirche, and toke it into
hevene wip him. But now ben pes two sones turned. For feip
and good religioun stondip in seculer men, and in preestis ben
wordis wipouten good dede. Preestis seien pei suen Crist, and
kepen next pe liif of him, sip in hem stondip holy Chirche, as
mannis liif stondip in his soule. * And® men pat knowen pe
worldis state seyen pat pe popis and cardinales, bishopis and
religious, ben moost fer fro Cristis liif, and so pis parable of

' grauntide, E.

® The passage between the asterisks is not contained in E.
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Crist dampnep hem for her falshede*. But take we alle pis
witt of Crist; for we pat biheten to serve Crist, and gon abak as
false soones, maken us silf pe secounde sone, and so pis parable
of Crist is nedeful to ech man here.

‘WEDNESDAI GOSPEL NEXT AFTER SEPTUAGESME SONDAIL

[SERMON CXLI.]

Egressus Jesus ibat.—MaRk ix. [29.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist tauste pe Chirche to flee pride,
and algatis prestis, for pride is more perilous in hem, as it was
in aungels. Mark tellip how, Jesus wente out bi pe contre of
Galile, and he wolde not tarie pere, ne dalye wip men of pat
contre, and herfore seip pis gospel pat Crist wolde not knowe
ony man, for he wente privyly wip his apostlis as it was best.
But Crist fawyte kis disciplis, and seide to hem, pat mannis sone
shal be betraied in fo mannis hondis, and pei shal sle him, and fro
bat ke de slayn, he shal rise on pe pridde dai. And pei knewen
not pis word, and dredden lo axe him perof, And pei camen fo
Capharnaum, and Crist, whanne he was in pe hous, axide his
disciplis ping pat he knewe, What trefiden 3¢ in pe wey? And
Jei weren stille. For it semep pat pei wolden not pat Crist hadde
wist of pis trete; and it semep pat Crist was from hem, and
herde hem not whanne pei tretiden pis; for he myste, as he
wolde, be fer fro hem, and pei togidere, for pe moste of prittene
persones myjte wel go bi hem silf; and pe twelve mysten go
togidere, and speke privyly, pat he herde! not. But it semep
over pis pat Cristis word movede hem to trete pis®. Crist tolde
hem a litil bifore, how he shoulde be slayn from hem; and
al3if pis word marride hem, for pei undirstooden it not wel,
nepeles pei pougten on pingis pat mysten come after pis, and
80, 3if pei shulden lyve togidere, which shulde be more of hem,
and who shulde be per capteyn, to whom all oper shulde obeishe.

! So E; berden, A. 2 bus, E.
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And pis semep God to teche, whanne pis gospel techip pus,
pat pes postlis tretiden panne which shulde be more of hem.
For pus tellip God next aftir, Forsope pei disputiden in pe weye
whick shulde 8¢ more of hem®. And God variep here for sum
cause, and seip not which of hem shulde be more. For jif
men ben al atwynne? and not in 0o companye, 3it oon of hem
is more, aljif he be not pe more of hem.

And Crist silting, clepide pes twelve, and seide, 3if ony of 30u
wole be pe firste, he shal be pe laste of alle and servant of alle,
for he must be moost meke of alle oper. And Crist toke a
child, and putte him tn pe myddil of hem ; pe which child whanne
Crist hadde biclippid, he seide pus to hem, Who ever takip oon of
pes® children in my name ressepvep me, and whoever resseyvep me,
resseyvep not me, but my fadir. It is told bi fyve ensaumplis
how in sich speche of Crist is undirstonden pis word * prin-
cipally,” and panne pe witt is good and sutil. And, for pis lore
is profitable to governaile of holy Chirche, perfore seip Crist,
as he seip ofte, He paf hap eeris to heere, heere he. And in pis
point synnen specialy gretteste of pe Chirche, for pei suen not
Crist heere but Anticrist and pe world. Loke pe pope first and
his cardinalis, where pei taken no worldli worship, but ben pe
laste, moost servisable, and moost meke of alle opir. More foul
pride and coveitise is in no Lord of pe world. Go we to
bishopis binepe pes, and riche abbotis, fadirs in. coventis, and
pes axen worldly worshipis, and bi pis mai men knowe hem.
3if pou wil wite which of pes is more, loke which takip more
worldly worship. And 3if pou go doun to freris, pat ben beg-
geris, and shulden be mekerste !, more worship of peir breperen
takip no man in pis world, as bi kneling and kissyng of feet;
take pou pe ministre of fireris® and oper service at mete and bedde,
more pan ony bishop doip. And so Cristis reule in pes preestis
is more reversid pan in worldli lordis. And sip pei professen
and seien pis gospel bope in word and in op %, it is open pat pes
false ypocritis disseyve pe peple, and harmen pe Chirche. But

1 S0 m E; A wrongl]% excludes these words from the quotation.
* a twyn, E. 8 syche, E, and the Wycliffite versions, ¢ mekest, E,
% as by krwlyug, wib kyssyng of fete, takih be mynysire of freris, E. & moup,
E; but A is evidently right.



SERMONS.

alle pe gospellis tellen pis reule as moost profitable to pe Chirche.
And here pes prelatis smatchen pride, and venymyn per sugettis
after hem. And pis venym cam myche in fro pe tyme pat pe
Chirche was dowyd. For it is comune proverb, he pat more
hap, more shulde he be worshipid. And alle spechis ben of
worldli worship, for pei tellen not bi goostly worship.

PE FRYDAI GOSPEL NEXT AFTER SEPTUAGESME SONDAY.

[SERMON CXLII.]

Qui non est mecum.—MATT. xii. [30.]

Crisr tellip men in pis gospel how pei shulden serve
him, and which synne shal be forgovun and which synne
is dampned for ever. Mathew tellip pat Crist seip first fas,
Whoever is nol wip him, he is azens kim. For generalte
of pis Lord, sip® he is bope God and man, he? axip service
of ech man, for ech man mut serve Crist, oper doinge or
suffringe. And proude men pat wolen not suffre moten evere
sue Crist in helle, and pis suffringe noiep moost to proude
men pat wolden not worche. For doyng is, kyndeli, above
and more worpi pan suffring. Of oper lordis it nedip not pat
he be ajens hem, whoever is not wip hem; for many men in
pis world ben impertinent® to erpeli lordis, for neiper pei ben
servantis to hem, ne pes lordis peir worldly lordis; but Crist
mut nede be Lord of alle, sip he is bope God and man. And
pis sentence shulden lordis lerne, and alle maner of ydil men,
to wite wher pei ben wip Crist, or pei ben ajens him. For
certis, 3if pei ben agens Crist, pei ben servantis of pe fend, and
as per traveile is moche, so peir hir®is peyne wipouten eende.
And so ech idil man, for he is not wip Crist, mut nedis be
agens Crist, and so on pe fendis side. And so, Who gederip nol
wip Crist, scalerip algatis wip pe fend. Crist gederip men in

1 seip, E. ? om. Q; and, E. 3 byre, E.

& That is, ¢ have nothing to do with.'
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love and in acord and unite, but pe fend doip pe contrarie, for
he wole part men fro God; and pus God lovep pees, and be
fend lovep striif. And herfore ¥ seie to 30u, pat ech synne and
blasfemye shal be jforyovum lo men, but pe Spirit of blas-
Semye shal nevere be foryovun. Here synne and blasfemye ben
clepid synnes of men, but pe Spirit of blasfemye is clepid
pe fendis synne, for it lastip to mannis ende, and so aftir for
evermore; and pis is synne agen pe Holy Goost, and shal
nevere be forsovun, neiper in pis liif ne in pe toper, for pere is
not synne forsovun pus'’. And as pe Hooli Goost is goqd,
eende wipouten ende, so pis synne speciali is yvel, ende
wipouten ende. And so pis mai be wel clepid, synne ajens
pe Hooli Goost. And to pis entent spekip Crist whanne he
seip after in pis gospel, And whoever sete a word azens mannis
sone, it shal be foryovun him, bul whoever sere azen pe Hooli
Goost, it shal not be forsovun him, in pis world ne in pe lopir.
But here men shal undirstonde pat whoever synnep ajens oo
persone of God, synnep ajens hem alle pree, sip alle pree ben
00 God ; but he synnep propirly agens pe Sone pat synnep of
ignoraunce. And 3if a man myjte synne of noun power, he
synnede properle agens pe Fadir; but Poul seip pat God suffrip
not a man be temptid over pat he mai. And he synnep pro-
pirli aens pe Holi Goost, pat wantip good wille to turne to
God in pis liif, and pis man mut nedis be dampned, sip his synne
must ever laste. So it mai be undirstonden on two maneres
pat men synnen azens pe Fadir. Oper pat pei synnen bi noun
power pat pei han of God, wipouten per owne defaute, bi synnes
pat pei han don bifore ; and pus mai no man sin propirli agens
pe Fadir. On opir maner synnen men ajen pe Fadir and al pe
Trinite, whenne pei done synnes bifore, bi which pei ben hardid
agens God, and muten nedis synne to per eende, as God hap
ordeyned for per synne bifore. For pe firste cause pis gospel
levep synne azen pe Fadir of hevene.

And of pis it suep wel, sip al men in erpe ben trees, jas
pet shulden make good frees and pe fruyt of hem good, or ellis
yvel lrees and pe fruyl of hem yvel. For ech man mut be

! om, E,
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wip Crist or ellis be ajens Crist, and synne agens pe Holi
Goost or ellis not synne ajens pis Goost. And so of pe
JSruyt is pe tree knowun, whepir it shal ever more be greene
or ellis be brent in pe fier of helle. And so Crist comand
not pat pes men shulden do pus, for ech man mut nede
do pus, as he mut nede be savyd or dampned. But Crist
tellip how men moten take nedis pat pat suep herof. And pis
sentence is sharp, but just bi Goddis jugement. And so
Crist semep to teche here! pat alle pingis moten nedis come,
but semep to telle ferpere how pes men? moten nedis be
dampned, for synnis pat pei han do bifore moten nedis brynge
forp more synne. And pus seip Crist here, 3¢ addir kyndelis,
how mai 3¢ speke good pingts, sip pat 3¢ ben pus yvel? bope in
sour eldris and 3ou. And pis is open speche, sip alle pingis
moten nedis come; and ellis it semep veyn speche, and wordis
told wipouten witt. And so Crist tellip pat for per synne pes
men moten nedis be dampned. For of aboundance of herte spekip
be moup, of ech man. A good man of good tresour bringip forp
good pingis, as he mut nedis; and an yvel man bringih forp yvel
Jingis of an yvel tresour, as he mut nedis.

But, for pis synne growip faste, bi opere pat men chargen to®
litil, perfore propheciep Crist of pes men and pis synne, Sopelz,
I seie to 3ou, pat of ech ydil word pat pes men shal speke, pei shal
3yve resoun perof in pe dai of jugement. And pis techip Crist,
pat litil synnes shulden be fled, for pei moten bringe forp more
synnes, and general jugement mut be of hem. For certis of pi
wordss shal pou be maad just, and of pi wordis pou shall be
dampned. Pes wordis mai be undirstonden of pe grete persone
of mannis kynde, of whiche summe shal be saved, and summe
aftir shal be dampned. And pis semep more clere pan pe witt
pat tellip pis condiciounly; pat 3if God ordeyne pee to blis, and
pou speke here wordis, pou shalt be justified of pi wordis, for
sich men don aljatis good; and 3if God-ordeyne pee to peyne
and pat pou speke here many wordis, pou shalt be dampned for
pi wordis, for sich men don algatis yvel; and so alle men
shulde take hede to pere wordis pat pei ben goode.

1 So E; A has beren, 2 SoE; om, A. 3 but, E.
SERMONS. VOL, IIL. D
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bE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL NEXT AFTIR SEXAGESME SONDAIL

[SERMON CXLIIIL]

Coepit Jesus docere ad mare.~MARK iv. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip, as many opir#, how in foure maneres is
seed sowun; and pus men ben diverseli disposid to take
pe seed of Goddis word. Mark tellip how, Jfesus digan fo
teche men al pe water, and myche peple was gederid o him,
so pat ke wente tnio a boot, and in pat boot, in pe waler,
Crist saal and lauyte pe puple, so pat Crist sat in pe bool,
for prees, and pe peple was on pe lond. And pus seip Mark
pat, al pe puple aboute pe waler was on pe lond, for pei shopen
hem as wel as pei mysten to heere Cristis word. And Crist
lawste hem n parabdlis many pingis, and seide to hem in his lore ;
Heere 3e. Lo, a sower went out lo sowe, and pe while he
sowip, sum seed fel biside pe weye, and foulis came and eelen if.
But oper seed fel on stoony placts where it hadde not myche erpe,
and pis sprong up soone, for 1f hadde not depe erpe ; as seed pat
is in hoot place, and growip not depe in pe erpe, comep above
pe erpe soone, but it dwynep anoon. And pus seip pe gospel,
Whanne pe sunne was risen it brente up, and, for it hadde no rote,
it driede up. And pe pridde sced fel among pornes, and pes pornes
over growiden pis corn, and lefiiden 1t for o pryve, and so if 3af
no fruyt. Pe fourpe seed fel on good erpe, and it 3af frupt, steyng
up and wexinge, and o seed browsle forp pritty, anoper 3af sixty,
and pe pridde an hundrid, And Crist seide after pis parable,
Heere he pat hap eeres to heere.

Crist techip us of pis seed pat it is Goddis word. But alle
we heeren Goddis word, aljif it growe not in us, and perfore
we shulden tilie oure lond to bringe fruyt of pis seed. Pis
seed is strengpe of Goddis lawe, pat mai not perishe for yvel
men, but synne of hem may lette hem to bringe forp fruyt
of pis seed. Pe first seed taken sich men pat ben encombrid

= See vol. i. Sermon XXXVIIL
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wip pe world, and bisynes pat pei han hardip® pe herte, and
lettip hem to kepe pis seed in pere mynde, and in per wille to
love God. Foulis of hevene ben yvel spirits, pat taken awey
poust of pis seed. Pe secounde seed pryvep not for tempting
of mannis fleish, but whanne pe sunne 3yvep hem good, lustis
letten pis seed to growe. And herfore seid Davip, Y shal
drede of hyenesse of pe dai®; for comounly sich riche men han
many temptingis, and litil devocioun. Pe pridde seed is sowen
among riche men of pe world; and bisynesse of richesse lettip
pis seed for to growe. Pe fourpe seed growip wel, in good
hertis wel defoulid ; for lond wel eerid and wel dungid is able
to bere good fruyt. So men pat sorewe of per synnes, and
penken on per owne freelte, growen in vertues of pe soule and
serven God perfit. Pes pree degrees of pis growing tellen
pree profitis of men. Sum ben chast to per spouse Crist, as
virgyns and oper good men; and pes holden pe ten comande-
mentis for love of pe Trinite. Pe secounde fruyt, of pe sixtipe
greyn, tellip® trewe doctours of pe Chirche; for pei holden
Goddis heestis in hem silf, and doublen hem in pe puple. Pe
pridde seed, of an hundrid greyn, bitokenep pe hizeste charite,
whanne a man suffrip deep for to susteyne Goddis lawe, and
puttip wel his owne liif for pe profit of pe Chirche. And loke
we to what greyn Goddis word growip in us.

PE FRIDAI GOSPEL AFTIR SEXAGESME SONDAIL

[SERMON CXLIV.]

Interrogatus fesus Pharisers*.—Luc. xvii. ® [20.]

Pis gospel tellip of pe dai of dome, and of pe perils pat shal
come bifore. And Mathew tellip more opinli of bope pes in
his book. Luc seip pat, Jfesus was axid of pe Phariseis whanne
Goddis rewme comep.  And it semep pei wolden wite whanne
al pe Chirche shal come to hevene; for panne shal be pe day

! So in Q and E; bardid, A. 9 sixty, E. ® Soin E and Q;
tellen, A. 4 a Phariseis, E, G, 1. 5 So in E, rightly ; A has xvi.

& ¢ Ab altitudine diei timebo;’ Ps. Ivi. 3 (Iv. Vulg.)
b2
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of doome, and in pat dai shal pis rewme come. Crist answeride
, to pes Pharisers, and seide, Goddis rewme comep not wip keping,
| of cerymonyes. And pus pre ordris in Cristis tyme unabliden
| hem to be of pis rewme, for bi keping of per ordris pei leften
keping of Goddis heestis. And so mysten boolde® men seie
to pes ordris pat ben to day, for as per weren in Cristis tyme
Essey, Saducey, and Pharisey, so per ben now in oure tyme,
freris, chanons, and monkis. And alle pes pree distriede Crist,
for bringinge in of newe lawes, and for turninge from his lawe,
for pei token not wel Goddis word. And so it semep to be to
dai; for alle pes pree newe ordris comen not to pe prittipe
%greyn, and certis pei comen not panne to hevene. For 3if
|a man do al his power, al his witt, and al his wille to kepe pe
lawe of Jesus Crist, 3it unnepis wole it suffise ; myche more
sif a man scateride his vertues aboute newe lawis. But pus
done alle pes newe ordris; and so myche pei failen in Goddis
lawe ; and pus hoordom of Goddis word is broust in to mayn-
teyne freris.

But, for pe peril of pe Chirche stondip not al in pes newe
ordris, but in ypocrisie of preestis, and speciali of pe pope,
perfore seip Crist pus, pat trewe men, shal not seze, Lo, here,
lo, pere, is Cristis vicker?® pat hap ful power of Crist, pat
sendip mennis soulis to hevene as soone as he wole do pis.
For sip Crist is heed of hooli Chirche, and oper men ben but
bhis lymes, herfore seip Crist soply, Lo, Goddis rewme is wipinne
sou. For Cristis manhed was among hem, and his Godhede
wipinne hem; and so, love Crist and kepe his lawis, and it is
ynows to pee. And pus, sezp Crist o his disciplis, for hem and
oper Cristene men, Dates shal come whanne 3¢ shal desire fo see
o0 dat of mannis sone, and 3¢ shal no! se him panne %, for he shal
be stied to heven. Lord, 3if Crist cam now doun, and re-
provede pes ypocritis for dowing asens his lawe, litil wolden
pei telle bi him, so pat he were unknowun to hem. And panne,
pei shal seie to 30u, Lo, heere, lo, pere, is Cristis viker ; dus wole
3¢ no! go, and sue kem nol, sip pei ben false, and suen not Crist.

| And as anentis pe daie of dome, as lytnyng shynep over al pis

| world, for tyme pat man can not telle, so Crist shal come lo pe

b goade, Q. * So in E; A includes the words in the quotation,
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dome, and gidere men of al pis world. But first mut Crist
suffre many pingts, and be reproved of pis kynrede. And as i
was in Notes' daies, so 1t shal be in Cristis dates. Pei ecten and
drunken, pei weddiden wyves, and wymmen weren 3ovun fo wed-
dingis, to pe daie pat Noie® wente into pe ship, and pe flood cam,
and loste hem.  And also 1t was don in Loths dates, whanne fyve
citees weren sonken; per ecten and drunken, pei bousten and
solden, pei setliden and bildiden ; and pal dai pat Loth wente out
of Sodom, fier and brymstone reynede from hevene, and loste alle
pes fyve cities. And after pes pingis® it shal be, in what day
mannys sone shal be shewid. In pat hour, ke pat shal be in pe
roof, and his wvesselis in pe hous, come he not doun to take hein ;
panne * he pat is lord of pis world assente he not to Anticrist
for holding or filling of his goodis. And ke bat lwep in
comune Iravetle, turne he not azen panne, to defende Cristis viker,
ne to fiste in his cause. And so neiper men of armes ne
comunes shulden figte for pes popis.

Have 3¢ mynde of Loltis wyf, and loke not agen fro
Goddis lawe; for pis womman was dispitouseli deed, for
she lokede ajen as God forfendide. Whoever sekip o
save his If, he shal lese it; and whoever skal lese here
kis Iyf, he shal quykeme il in heven. For whoever holdip
Goddis lore, 3if he lese here his lif perfore, he shal lyve blis-
fulli in hevene whanne cowardise shal be dampned. F seie %
301, in pal ny3t, pat pe dai of dome shal be on pe morowe?,
shal per be two in 0 bed ; pe toon shal be taken, and pe toper lef?.
Two shal be grynding logidere ; pe foon shal be taken, and pe
toper lefte.  Two shal be in pe feeld ; pe toon shal be taken and
pe toper left. For sum shal have rigt devocioun, and summe
of pes pree shal faile pis oile. dnd pe disciplis axiden Crisy,
Sire, where shal pes pingis be ? And Crist seide to hem, Wher-
ever pe bodt be, pipir shal pe eglis be giderid. TFor whidir ever
comep Cristis bodi, pidir shal his seintis come. Seke pe gospel
of Mathew, for pere is pis more opynly toold.

3 Noes, I; Noyes, E. 2 Noe, G, 1. ? Soin E; A excludes And
. . . bingis from the quotation. * Soin E; A includes in the quota-
tion. % Soin E; A om. pe morowe, and includes the other words in
the quotation.
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PE GOSPEL ON ASHE WEDNESDAI

[SERMON CXLV.]

Cum jejunatis—MArT. vi. [16.]

P1s gospel tellip how men shulden faste, and flee algatis
ypocrisie, for alle goode werkes of men shulden be don to
plese God; for God pat is ful of treupe hatip ypocritis feynyng.
And so Crist seip bi Mathew pat, whanne ever men fasten, pei
shulden not wille to be sorewful as ypocritis, for per putten per
face oul of fourme, fo seme fastinge to men. Pus dide ypocritis in
Cristis tyme, and 3it per ben men of pat soort. For many
ordris and men ben glad to have lene and pale visagis, for
sich men ben moche worp to preie God, as pei seien, and so
pei wynnen moche good bi ypocrisie of siche men». But Crist
forbedip pis ypocrisie, and seip, Sopelz, ¥ seie fo 30u pes men han
take per hire. For ypocritis han here per mede, and hem
leevep no meede in stoore at pe dai of dome, ne aftir. And
perfore, Dou, whanne pou fastist, anoynte pi heed, and waishe pi
Jace, pat pou be not seen fastyng fo men, but lo bt fadir pat is hid,
and pi fadir pat seep in privy shal quyte to pee. Here wolde not
Crist mene pat ech man, whanne he shulde fast, shulde anoynte
his heed wip oile, and waishe his visage to be faire, but pes
wordis shal be referrid to pe werks of pe soule. It is knowun
bi Goddis lawe pat pe heed of mannis spirit is his power to
undirstonde; and pat shulde algatis be anoyntid, for it shulde
be maad clene; and his entent shulde be rijtid?® pat he have
devocioun to God, and pat his fleish serve to his soule, pat
his spirit serve betere to God, and make pat God love him
wele. And pis devocioun is pe oyle pat shulde be in his soules
heed. And he waishep his soule face, whanne he temperip his
soule pus to resoun, pat he be neper dissolute ne to sorewful to

' Soin E and Q; rettid, A.

s This sentence is omitted in E.
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men, but algatis triste’ to Goddis reward for service pat he
doip to him. And as man, redinge on a book, takip noon hede
to ping biside, so man in servynge God takip noon heede to
fame of men, but pat his name be writun in hevene, and so in
pe book of liif. And pus resoun nedip men to faste and ete in
such a mesure, pat pei ben strengere to serve God; and pus
men failen in bope sidis. For sum men feden to myche per
fleishe, and sum men punishen it to myche; but it is sikir to
chastise it, so pat it rebelle not agen pe soule, for man pat wole
wende sureli wandrip fer fro pe brynke. But resoun techip pat
neiper eting ne fasting is medeful bi himsilf, but good entent
and clene makip mannis soule devoute to God.

And so resoun techip men pat noon shulde do his dedis to
men but to God, and hope ? his mede, for he is pe Lord pat we
serven. Pat man doip his werk to men pat hopip reward of
men, and he doip his werk pryvyly to God, pat hopip mede
oonli of God. But summe werkes men moten do unto know-
ing of men, as ben preching and almes dede, and werkes of pe
secounde table; but beware pat pi entent be not medlid wip
fame of men. For pis wole fordo )i oile, and lette it to shyne
wip grace. But, for al good shulde be do to God, and men
shulde hope mede of him, perfore biddip Crist aftir, Vyle 3¢ gedir
tresouris to 3ou,in erpe, where rust and mouste® distriep hem, and
where peyys delven oul and stelen; but gedere lo 3ou tresouris in
hevene, wher noon of pes foure pingis fallen. For wherever pi
tresour be, pere is pi kerte, and pere lyvest pou. But ech man
shulde lyve in hevene, as lyveden Poul and oper seintis. And
so Crist techip how we shulden lyve to us silf and to oure bre-
peren. Pat man lyvep agens him silf, pat gederip to mouche
money, for rust wole shende sich metal, and doip myche harm
to mannis entent. Also pes men harmen hem silf, pat maken
hem to moche atier, for bope pe mougte doip hem harm, and
pei harmen pore men and hem silf, sip pei shulden leve sich
bisynesse and penke on God and hevenli blis. And peves
breken sich mennis housis, and stelen tresoure pat pei han
gederid. And 3if men lyven a meene staat, as men shulden in

* So E and Q; A has fo triste. 2 So E; A has kepe. 3 mouspe, G ;

mobpes, 1.
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staat of innocence, alle pes perilis shulden be fled, and algatis
forseting of God. And perfore make pi tresoure in God, for pis
Lord mai not faile, and pis tresoure mai not perishe, to be
unredi whanne pou hast nede. And so serve pis Lord wel, and
grounde in him pi reward, and dispise mennis reward. For
pou shalt lyve ever aftir pis liif, and certis God wole panne
rewarde pe oper in blis or in peyne, for lyf pat men lyven
here mut nedis have sum fruyt aftir. And as God is pi
tresour in pi fasting and in pi preier, so be he pi tresour in pi
money and pi clopis, and shortli in alle pi goodis pat pou
woldist have aftir pi deep; for God is trewe executour, and
mai not faile to pee in goodis pat pou jyvest to him, for noo
ping mai perishe in him. And ofte tymes false executouris
largen pe synne of pe deed, for pei 3yven occasioun to
falsnesse pat executours ' doon. And so pe state of in-
nocence is more siker, and pe staat ny3 it. Lyve pou pore liif
as dide Crist, and leeve to prisoune goodis here.

PE GOSPEL ON PURSDAI IN QUINQUAGESME IS RAD ON bE
PRIDDE SONDAI AFTIR OCTAVE ON TWELFpPE DAYS®,

ON FRrIDAY GOSPEL IN QUINQUAGESME.

l [SERMON CXLVL]

Audistis quia dictum est—MATT. v. [43.]

The wide s, | P18 gospel tellip how oure love shulde be stretchid to alle
Hanchariy- | men, bope to frendis and enemys, for alle men ben oure nei3-
boris. And pus seip Crist bi Mathew, 3¢ kan herd pat it was
seid 1o olde men, Pou shall love pi frend, and pou shali hate pin
enemy. But certis I seie to 3ou, Love 3¢ 3oure enemyes, do 3e good
fo hem pai hate jou, and preie 3¢ for hem pat pursuen jou and
chalengen 30u falsly. And pis ping shulde 3e do, /o ¢ somes of

' So in E and 1; secutours, G; A has seketours.

2 See vol. i. Sermon XXXIV; the that for the Sunday in question,
gospel for the Feiia is the same as  omitting the first four verses,




SERMONS.

sour fadir pat is in hevene, pat makip his sunme springe on goode
men and yvele, and reynep upon just and unjusi. Pes heretikes
pat blyndiden pe peple bi Goddis lawe in Cristis tyme maden
pis truauntis argument; 3if God biddip pat Y shal love my frend,
he biddip bi contrarie witt pat Y shal hate myn enemye. But
pes foolis knewen not pat pis suep al oonli whanne antesedent’
and consequent ben convertiblis in kynde. But Crist seip, pat
is pe firste treupe, pat we shulden love bope frendis and
enemyes, for bope pes ben neigboris in kynde, and we
shulden alle love oure neizboris. Also bi Cristis resoun here
we shulden bi oure myst sue God, but God lovep bope yvel and
good. Lord, whi shulde not we do so? sip hate is an? hevy
dede, and doip harm to him pat hatip; and love is a ligt dede,
and doip goodjon ech side. Also, he pat is now myn enemy
mai ligthi after be my frend, but pe lijterste® meene to pis
eende were to sue God in love. Lord, whi shulde Y hate pat
man pat soone after is betere pan Y, and profitip to men and to

pe Chirche more pan Y shal evere do? And sip noon of us:
woot now wher pis be sop of our enemye, what blyndenesse

shulde dryve us to hate him now wipouten love? And pus seip
Poul bi Goddis lawe, pat in lovynge of pi enemye pou shalt hepe
upon his heed coolis of fier, to make him hoot; for pe literste *
victorie is to love pi enemy. What fool wolde leeve pis, and
take a fendis meene and an hevy?

And here techen pes newe ordris a newe cast of pe fend, pat
English men moten fiste bifore wip enemyes of oper londis, for
ellis pei wolden first figte wip us, and synne on bope sidis
shulde be more. But here fallen pes ypocritis, pat conseilen
not to pees but to fiste. For Poul biddip God forbede pat men
gynne to do good. And sip oure werris wip oper londis
smatchen synne on many sidis, who shulde move us to go
bifore and to fijte pus wip pes londis? Lore pat Crist techip
here were to do oure enemyes good; and pis is a fendis lore,
contrarie to Cristis lore. And pus faillip pe fendis falsheed pat
movep men for to werre, for, as he seip, pees endip werre, and
ech man shulde coveite pees. Sop it is pat pees is ende of alle

¥ antecedent, E. 2 So E; A has as. 3 ligtiste, E. ¢ listist, E. ‘
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synnes pat ben don, for pe pees of Cristis Chirche, whanne it
regnep hool in hevene, is ende of alle synne here, and of alle
dampnyng of fendis, for a good eende is getun bope bi good
meenes and yvele, sip God mut algatis have his ende, whatever
meenes be maad. And seie we to pes fendis here, pat pees is
good for to have, and also it is good to have pis pees bi Cristis
meenes. Crist ordeynede pees to be getun bi mekenes and bi
pacience, and bi doing of good for yvel, but pe fend shapip pe
contrarie. And certis Cristis meene is more ligt, more short,
and more sikir, for fendis men contynuen werre and maken
fals pees to more werre. Crist provep pat oure love shulde be
alargid to oure enemyes; For 31/ we loven oure frendis for her
love, and love not, over pat, oure enemyes, Aow shulde we have
bus kire of God? sip publicans done pus. And 3tf 3¢ greeten
oonlt Joure breperen, shal 3¢ not over pis grete soure enemyes P ne
done not hepen men pus 7 But 3if 3¢ * wolen have hire of God, 3e
moten sue God bi his love; and God biddip jou love 3our
enemyes rizt as God himsilf doip. And sip pis is perfit doynge,
as trewe men moten nedis graunt, Be we perfi! among us, as
oure fadir of hevene is perfit.

Angd for pis touchip mannis lawe, pat wenep pat it is ynous to
lyve and do as pe world axip, al3if God bidde pe contrarie, per-
fore seip Crist aftir, Zake 3¢ hede pat 3¢ done not 3our riyfwisnesse
bifore men, to be seyn of hem, for ellis shal 3¢ have no mede ai your
JSadir pat is in hevene, For kepyng of mannis lawe hap reward
here in erpe, and kepyng of Goddis lawe hap his mede aftir wip
God. And perfore, whanne pou doist pin almes, nyle pou trumpe
bifore pee, as ypocritis done in synagogis and stretis for lo be wor-
shiped of men. Sopels, ¥ seie lo 3ou, pes men han resseyved per
kire. But whanne pou doist almes, loke pi left side wite not what
Pt riyl side doip ; pat pi almes be in hid, and pi fadir pat seehp?® in
kid shal 3yve pee hire of blisse. Pe rizt side of a just man ben
rigt werkes and goode maneris, but pe left side of him ben
yvel maneris wip his werkis, as ypocrisie * bringip wip him yvel
maneris, she, wip goode dedis. And whanne 3¢ preien, 3¢ shal
nof be as ypocrilis, pat loven fo stonde lo prete in chirchis and

! So E; A has we. 2 seeh, E, G, I; see, A. ¢ ypocrisie, Q, E;
ypoeritis, A.
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cornerss of strefis, for to be seen holi of men. Sopeli, ¥ sete to 30u,
pes men han resseyved per mede. And 3if pat freris lyven pus;
whanne pei walken pourj contreis, pat pei ben stille, wipouten
touns, and in touns bidde per bedis, and algatis pat pei singe pe
pridde dai bifore pe peple, and so in opir goode dedis pei seken
per wynnyng and worship of pe peple, who dredip pat ne panne
pei ben ypocritis, and harmen hemsilf and eke pe peple? Bu/
pou, whanne pou shalt prete, entre info pt couche, and shitte pe dore,

and prete pi fadir, and pi fadir pat seep in hid, shal yelde pee pi

wiede. But here men witen wel pat Crist biddip not men preie
algatis in bed or in couche, for he wole pat men preien in
chirche; but per soulis shulden be in reste, and leeve poustis
of pe world and penke restyngli on God, to whom pei bidden
per preier. And panne bei shitten per dore, whanne pei sus-
penden per wittis for to penke on worldli pingis, but principalli
to penke on God. And aljif pis preier be hid, God pat shal
selde knowip it wel.

And here men mai knowe heretikes, pat shewen hem holi to
pe peple, for pei conseilen to werris, and al pat wynnep hem
worldli goodis. And so pei putten abak Goddis lawe, and so
God, for a litil muk., Pis men shulden seie bi charite, 3if pei
loven God more pan pes men. For just love stondip in foure
pingis,—in love of God and his lawe, in lovynge of holi Chirche,
and of pingis pat fallen perto. And so 3if men loven freris, pei
shulde love pes pree bifore, and telle how pei synnen agens pes
pree, bope for pes pree and for pe freris; for he lovep not his
neigbore pat leevep to blame him sharpli whanne he seep him
do amys; for so dide Crist pat may not synne. Freris seyn
pat men shulden figte, for Crist bad men sille per cootis and bie
hem swerdis, but wherto but for to figte? Here men seien pat
pes freris ben not worpi for to be blessid, but for to be brent,
for pis witt pat pei putten to Goddis lawe. But many freris han
many cootis, pat sillen hem not and bien hem swerdis, and so
freris don azens Goddis counceils pat Crist bad to his apostlis.
Also Crist reprovede Petre aftir, for he fouste wip swerd, and so
Crist wolde not pat men bougten swerdis for to figte on pis
manere. Also, sip Crist is al witti, he wiste bifore pat he seide

pes wordis pat pei hadden two swerdis, and how pes two weren :
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ynou3; and sip alle pingis is bifore Crist, pis sufficience lastip
longe. And so Cristis bidding to bigge swerdis to fijte con-
trariede himsilf, for he seide anoon aftir pat two swerdis ben
ynous, but what wisdom were pis to bigge pus swerdis more pan
ynouz? And so bope wordis of Crist, and dedis of apostlis aftir
him, pat bousten neiper bifore ne after pus swerdis maad of iren,
shewen pat Crist mente swerd of pe Holi Goost. And so
a mannis tonge is sum deel shapen as a swerd maad of steel.
And so, sip tunge brekip boon, al if pe tunge himsilf have
noon, and of wordis pat comen of tunge is sum man justified
and sum men ben dampned, bope here and in helle, Crist
undirstood bi swerd here discrete speche wip pe tung And
pat is needeful for to have whanne a man shulde be slayn, pat
he speke neiper unmekeli to terre® men for to fijte, ne spare
not to seie pe sope mekeli in Goddis cause. And pes two egges
of swerd persen ® to pe soul, as Poul seip.

PE SATURDAI GOSPEL IN QUINQUAGESME.

[SERMON CXLVIL]

Cum sero® factum esset.—MAaRK vi. [47.]

P18 gospel tellip, as Matheu doip, how Crist enformede his
disciplis, and confortide hem to bileve in him, and to sue him
in per liif.  Whanne pe evenyng was maad, and pe boot was in pe
myddil of pe water, and Cristis disciplis weren in pat boot, Crist
abood aloone in pe lond. And Crist, seinge hem traveilinge in
rowyng, for pe wynd was contrarie {0 hem, aboute pe fourpe vigile
of pe nyyt cam Crist to hem, walking on pe waler, and he wolde
go biside hem. And pei, whanne pei sawen kim walkinge on pe
water, gessiden pat it was a fantum, and crieden, for sich sigt
makip men to drede anystis; for alle pes disciplis sawen him,
and pei weren disturblid.  And anovon Crist spak wip hem, and
seide lo hem, Triste 3¢, ¥ am, and perfore, nyle ye drede. Pei

L ter, G, 2 percen, (). ¥ So E; A has cero.
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weren in doute wheper it were Crist or a fantum pat pei sawen,
but Crist put hem out of doute, and shewide pat he was Lord
of water; and so alle dedis pat Crist dide here mai wel be seid
ful of miraclis. And Crist wente up to hem in 1o pe boot, and pe
wynd ceeside anoon, and per woundriden more wipinne hemsilf. For
pet undirstonden not of fyve looves a litil bifore, how Crist fedde
fyve pousynd men, and 3it per lefie myche mete; for panne
myste® pei soone have wist pat erpe and water obeishen to
Crist, for it is as myche wondir to fede pis folk pus wip erpeli
fode, as to wandre pus on pe water, or to make pe wynd ceese.
And, as many men penken, pe miracle of breed is myche more,
for Crist myjte so sette water and eire pat pei musten nede
stonde sadly, as an eye mai so be sett pat greet pristing myjte
not breke it, and so may men go on pe eyre 3if it be closid
wipinne leper. And pus aposilis herte was blyndid, on many
weies, bope in resoun and vertues. For pei weren 3it unperfit,
and Petir, after pat Crist was risun and went to hevene, synnede
many weyes.

And whanne pei weren passid pis water, pei camen lo pe lond of
Genazarelh, and pei foken pe lond. And whanne pei weren went
out of pe boot, pei knewen him betere anoon. And men, rennynge
al pat lond bigunnen to bringe sick men in beddis, on ech side
where per herden pat Crist was. And whidir ever pat Crist
wenie into strelis or louns, or inlo citees, pei putleden sitke men in
pe streetis, and pei preteden Crist pal per my3ten louche al pe leste
pe hemm of his clopis, and how many pat fouchiden him weren
maad saaf bi vertue of Crist. Oupir? undirstonding of pis
gospel mai be taken of pe storie, how Crist is above his Chirche,
and confortip® hem in per anoies, for pe boot bitokenep pe
Chirche, and pe water tribulacioun.

1 mysten, E. 2 oper, Q, E. 3 So E; A has confortid.
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PE MoNDAI GOSPEL IN PE FIRSTE WEKE OF LENTE.

[SERMON CXLVIIIL]

Cum venerit filius hominis~MATT. xxv, [31.]

P1s gospel tellip in what forme Crist shal come to pe laste
dome, and preyse just men, and reprove opere, for werkis of
bodili mercy; and pes werkes ben more knowun pan opir betere
werkes of pe soule. Crist seip, Whanne mannis sone shal come in
his majeste, pat is at pe dai of dome, to deme al mankynde, and
alle blesside aungels shal come from hevene to bere cumpany
to bis comyng, pan Crist shal sitte on pe sete of his majeste, as
kyng. And al foik shal be gederid bifore kim, bope good men
and yvel. He shal come in his manhede, and perfore he clepip
him mannis sone, and he shall come as kyng and heerde, and
pus he clepip him pes two names; he is kyng of pe Chirche
above, and heerde of men heere in erpe. And Crist shal de-
parte kem atwynne, as herd departip® sheep fro kidis ; but he shal
pulle sheehp on his rijt side, and pe kidis on his left side. Alle
saved men shal be sheep, for pei shal ever do fyve goodis 8; and
alle dampned men shal be kidis, for pei shal wante pes fyve
wipouten eende. For scheep ® ben goode for to' ete, and getis
fleish is unsavery. But seintis in heven shal ever dunge® men
here or ellis in hevene, for oure erpe shal evere be plentenous,
and ech seint profitip to oper. And so we eten goostli per
bodies whanne we panken God of per blis, and we eten per
inwardis whanne we knowe vertues of per soulis, and how per
synnes, bi grace of God, weren clensid, as weren ouris. Per
skyn profitip. whanne we seen in hem pe book of liif, and alle
pingis. Her wolle profitip whanne pei clopen oure soulis, for
ever seintis hilen oure soulis. Pis profit han seintis togider, but
kidis wanten algatis cloping. Sopeli dampned men in helle done
ever good to seintis in hevene, for per blis is more savery for

! So E; deparid, A, 2 So E; A has kidis. ¢ donge, 1.
» See Sermon LXXVIL p. 254.
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peynes pat pei seen in hem, and herien rijtwisnesse of God for
fairnesse of his dome. Panne shal pe kyng seie to hem pat shal be
on his ri3t side, Come, 3¢ blessid of my fadir, and han pe rewme
maad red lo 30u fro pe makyng of pe world. For ¥ hungride,
and 3¢ 3aven me lo efe ; ¥ was pirsti, and 3¢ 3aven me fo drynke ;
Y was herborweles, and 3¢ herboriden me ; I was nakid, and 3e
hiliden me ; I was sitk, and 3e visitiden me; ¥ was in prisoun,
and 3¢ came fo me. Crist tellip not here pe sevenpe werk, pat is
to birie dede men, but pat is toold in Tobies book, and pis seint
is preisid perfore; but pat is pe leste of pes sevene, for pe
Chirche is susteyned bi quyke bodies. Damne shal just men
answere o Crist, and seie, Lord, when sawe we pee in pese statts,
hungry, or pirsty, herboreles, or nakid tn bodi, syke, or in prisoun,
and we diden pus fo pee, Lord? And pe kyng answerynge shal
seie unio hem, Soplt, ¥ set 1o 30u, as longe as 3e diden to oon of pes
my leste breperen, se diden fo me. And so men, bifore pat Crist
was bore, and men fro pat he was styed to hevene, may take
part of blis, for sich werkis pat pei diden.

But here men douten comunli, wher pes sixe werkes of
mercy shal be don ever to Cristis lymes, or sum tyme to men
pat shal be dampned. But here men penken, bi pis gospel, pat
worldli men shulden have entent to do alle pes to Cristis lymes,
and not to fendis pat shal be dampned. And so men knowen
of yvel liif shulde! wante pes werkes of mercy, as strong
beggers, and proude and riche men on oper side; and so
it semep to many men, pat neiper freris, ne shrewid preestis, ne
knowun riche beggers, or men pat feynen hem, or ellis men pat
shal be dampnid, shulden take of men pes werkes of mercy ®.
But, for we knowe not who shal be saved, but supposen bi
mennes liif, 3if we doen good diligence and failen to do pes to
Cristis lymes, Crist wole heele oure dedis of errour, and do
perfore profit to his lymes. And, for pis traveile is doutous, and
many? be truauntis takyng pis almes, perfore Crist and hise
apostlis diden seven werkes of mercy goostli, and pat is betere
and sikerer pan pis, as pe soule is betere pan pe bodi. But

3 schulden, E. 2 So E; A has may.

= This whole sentence, from * as strong beggers’ to *mercy, is omittedin E,
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Crist tellip in pe gospel of Luk, how men shal do per bodili
almes to pore feble men, and pore lame and pore blynde. And,
for personis shulden be pore men and feble, to do bope per
office and travaile for per sustenaunce, perfore pei mai take pis
almes. But loke pat pei bigylen not God on oo side ne on
oper, neper to take gredily pis almes, ne to spende it to largely,
ne to be ydil in goostli werkes, pat God hap lymytid hem to do.
And so men shulden many weies be wiys in per werkes of
mercy. For it is noo wisdom to norishe a fend pat semep sich,
ne to nurishe a newe staat pat hap no ground in Goddis lawe.
Soip! it is pat Poul traveilide wip his hondis to spare pe peple,
and so shulden preestis now do, 3if God 3af hem as he dide
Poul. And so we synnen fele tymes, bope in oo werk and
oper, and ofte tymes ben yvel ydil fro goode werkes pat we
shulden do.

DPanne shal Crist seie fo hem pat shal be on his legfte side, Wende
3¢ fro me, 3¢ cursid men, in fo fier pat shal laste evere, pat is
ordeyned to pe fend and fo his aungels, pat doon his werkes.
And panne Crist shal reherse pes sixe, how pes fendis failiden in
hem, and how pei shal axe, whanne Crist was in pe state pus fo
be helpid; and Crist shal answere, pat whanne pei helpiden not oon
of his breperen in his name, pei helpiden not him ; and perfore
shal pei be dampned in Cristis dome. Pis ping mai be souner
done pann we mai blame? it here, And trowe we not pat ne at
pis dome men shal be dampned for oper synnes, for al pe synne
pat dampned men han doon shal be cause of per dampnacioun.
And many men wip 3ounge children weren undisposid to do
siche werkes, and 3it sum of pes shal be saved and sum of pes
shal be dampned. For alle saved men ben oo bodi, as alle
dampned men ben oo bodi; and whanne pei helpen, or leeven
to helpe, to do sich dedis of pe bodi, panne pei done sich dedis
or leeven to do sich dedis. And herfore kyngis and worldli
lordis ben in perils in pis matere. For pei mayntenen religiouse
ofte tyme, to spuyle per tenauntis, and to emprisoun per owne
breperen, agen pe dedis pat Crist dide here. And ignoraunce
excusip hem not, pat ne pei synnen pus grevousely, for pei
shulden cunne Goddis lawe, and wite how God wole be served.

1 sop, E. 2 blaberen, Q, E,
WYCLIF.
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PE FIRSTE TEWISDAI GOSPEL IN LENTE.

[SERMON CXLIX.]

Cum intrasset Jesus.—Marr. xxi. [10.]

pxs gospel tellip how Crist wrougte to pe profit of his Chirche,
and 3it many enviouse men reprovyden him for his dede, but
3it he lettide not herfore to do Goddis wille as he knewe. And
pes dedis of Crist shulden teche us to do iliche. And jif we
suffren in pis caas, penke we how Crist suffride first, and 3it in
Crist was no defaute, but we failen ofte folili. But make we
not blynde men oure jugis, but lerne we witt of Goddis lawe.
And certis, whanne a man is blynd for to governe his owne liif,
he is myche more blynd for to governe a gretter® puple; but
he worchip, as Phariseis, moost for pride and coveitise ; and pes
moten nedis blynde him to reule himsilf or opir men. Matheu
seip, Whanne Jesus hadde entrid in to Jerusalem, al pe cite was
moved, and seide, Who ts he pis 7 But pe puplis seiden, He pis is
Jesus, pe prophete, of Nasareth of Galilee. And Jesus entride info
Goddis temple, and caste out alle bieris and selleris in pe temple,
and turnede up so doun pe bordis of monyeris®, and pe charis of
kem pat solden dowves. And Crist seide to hem, It is writun, pat
myn hous shal be clepid pe hous of preier, but 3¢ han maad it a
denne of peves.

Crist wente first in to pe temple for to teche his Chirche aftir
to bigynne to purge preestis; for pei ben yze and stomak
to opir, and 3if pei ben hool pei traveilen wele, to hele pe reme-
naunt of pe Chirche. And herfore Crist spak so ofte azen pe
synnes of pe preestis. Pe synne of pride and coveitise was in
preestis in Cristis tyme; and herfore pei ordeyneden in pe
temple pat men shulden bigge and selle perinne, for pus roos
wynnyng of offringis to pe preestis in pe temple. And pus
monyours hadden money to make chaungis, bope more and

¥ myche, E. 2 monyours, G, E.
SERMONS, VOL. 1L E
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lesse, pat men myjten redily have offring, of what staat pei
weren. And to pis serveden dowves to pore men for to offre.
And pus don men to daye. Preestis suffren hem to make per
chaffare in pe Chirche, for litil of hern, but wynnyng shal
algatis come to hem, or ellis pei shal not be suffrid pere. And
pus, ende wherfore pe Chirche was ordeyned is turned fro
preier in to synne. Pes men pat ben nye pe pope knowun of
pes two oper dedis, bope of changing of money, and 3yvyng of
jewilis to bigge chirchis. And so pes men sellen dowves, pat
sillen chirchis bi symonye; and 3if pe pope do not pis first,
opere done it to his wynnyng.

And Crist, for to conferme pis loore, dide many miraclis in pe
temple. For Matheu seip pat, Per camen to him blynde men and
lame in pe temple, and Crist helide hem. Bul princis of preestss,
and scribis, seyng pes woundris pai Crist dide, and pe children
criyng in pe temple, and seiynge, We preien to Davepis sone, maken
us saaf, hadden dedeyn, and seiden to him, Heerist pou what pes
children seien? And Jesus seide to hem, 3ke, redden 3¢ nevere, how
Davip seip to God, pat of pe moup of 3ong children and soukinge
pou hast maad heriyng 2 And Crist lefte hem, and wenie out of pe
cttee lo Bethanye, and dwelle pere, and tauyte hem of pe reume of
God. And so bi pis lore of Crist men mai wite what
prelatis shulden do; pei shulden heele blynde men in Goddis
lawe, and stire feble men to worche his workes; but 3if pei ben
blynde and feble wip per pride and coveitise, how shulde pe
puple be heelid, pat is pus led wip sich prelatis? Certis pore
The poar preestis and seculer men shal herie God, as diden children; for
e Crist seip pat 3if children be stille, stones shal crye instede of

hem. And as hie preestis, wip scribis, lettiden children for to
speke, so pes bishopis and newe scribis letten preestis to telle
Goddis lawe.
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PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL IN PE FIRSTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CL.]

Accesserunt ad Jesum.—Natr. xii. [38.]

P1s gospel tellip how Scribis and Fariseis temptiden Crist,
and how Crist propheciede of hem, and whiche ben his goostli
kyn. Matheu tellip how, Pe Scribis and Phariseis camen ny3
bo Jesus, and seiden, Maister, we wolen see a signe of pee. Pei
sawen many miraclis pat Crist dide in men ; and pei wolden have
seen sich wondris in hevene; and panne muten pei nedis have
seid, pat heven and erp obeishiden to him. Sopli alle creaturis
obeishiden to Crist, for pei mai nost do but 3if pat he bidde hem.
And so it is seid bifore how water and eir obeishiden to Crist;
and in pe passioun of Crist, whanne he semide left of power,
al pe erpe quakide whanne pat Crist diede, and pe sunne was
maad derk, and pe eclips was don bi miracle; for as Deniss?
seip, pe moone, agens his kyndeli movynge, puttide him undir
pe sunne, and lastide pere a long while2. But sich obedience
of fier ®* kepip Crist to pe laste dome,

But Crist, seinge pat sich signes weren panne unprofitable,
seip, pat yvel kynrede and kynrede of hoordoom sekip pus signes,
oper pan Goddis lawe biddip. And so pei wolen have signes
maad biside Goddis wille. And in pis apostasie traveilen alle
pes newe ordris, as 3if pei wolden putte vertue and religioun in
per clopis. But Crist cowde nevere puite pes pingis but in hooli
spiritis. And so pei seien pat figure and colour is pe sacrid

t Seynt Denys, G ; dyvynis, Q ; Denys, E. ? fyer, E.

» Wyclif probably got this refer-
ence from Nicholas de Lyra. The
passage occurs in the Epistle of
St. Dionysius the Areopagite (so
called,—but modemn critics are
nearly agreed in assigning the works
which pass under his name to an
unknown author of the fifth century),
to Polycarpus. The writer attri-
butes the darkness at the time of
the Crucifixion to an eclipse of the
sun (rfjs & 1§ carpply oravpd ye-

yorvias éxhepéws) ; and appeals to
the experience of Apollophanes him-
self, the person against whom he is
arguing, to remind him of a similar
phenomenon which they two had
seen at Heliopolis in Egypt, when
the moon, though it was not the
time of conjunction, marvellously
eclipsed the sun; (wapadéfws 1§
Bl Ty cedfygy tumlrrovoay Eapd-
pev.)  See the works of S. Dionys.
Areop. (Paris, 1615.)
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oost, but pis kynrede of hoordom can not grounde piss, Crist,
groundid in mekenesse, wolde not make sich signes to pes
veyn religiouse for to shewe his hyenes; but Crist tolde in
what signe shulde be shewid his meknesse. And perfore
seip Crist pat, Pis kynrede shal khave no signe, but pe signe of
Jonas pe prophete ; for pei han nede of mekenesse. For as
Jonas was tn a whalis wombe pre daies and pree ny3lis, so shal
mannis sone be in pe herte of pe erpe pree dates and pree ny3lis.
Bigynne pou pe kyndely daie at mydnyst, as pe Chirche doip,
and panne on Good Friday hadde Crist sixe houris in pe
sepulchre, and foure and twenti houris he dwelte pere on pe
Satirday; and he hadde sixe houris perinne upon Pask day.
And so he was in pree daies, but not bi pes pree daies? pere.
But as herte is hard to regard of mannis fleishe, so stoon is
hard to regard of oper erpe; and for Crist was pis tyme in
stoon, perfore he seip pat he shal be in pe herte of pe erpe, as
Jonas was in pe whael. And drede we not to graunt pat Crist
was closid in stone; for pat bodi was Crist panne, al3if it was
panne deed. And here is risun a newe ordre, to close men
quyk in stoones, to sle per desiris to pe world and to per fleish.
But pis is an over myche similitude of an ape; but 3if a man
were wood, it my3te do good to close him pus. But apostlis
couden not knowe of this biriyng of Crist, pat pei or ony quyk
man shulde be biried pus in stoon. Stoon is contrarie to mannis
liif; but pes foolis wolden passe Crist. Muse we not here whi
Jonas was even so myche tyme in pe wombe of pe whal, as
Crist was in pe sepulcre, or if he wente in pe same our, and
cam out pe same oure. We bileve as we shulden pe wordis
of pis gospel, and we bileven pat it was so, 3if pat Crist wolde
have it s0. Pe men of Nynyve shal ryse in dome wip pis kynrede,
and pei shal dampne it ; for pet diden penaunce al pe preching
of Jonas, and lo, more ban Jonas is he pis, bi bope pe kyndis pat
Crist hap. Pe Queen of pe Soup shal rise in be laste doom wip
pis kynrede, and she shal dampne it ; for she cam fro eendis of pe
lond to heere wisdom of Salomon, and lo, more pan Salomon is
here. 'Whepir pat pis folk shal be saf or be dampned, pei shal

s This sentence is omitted in E. these three days, but not during the
b He was in the sepulchre, in  whole of them.
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bere panne witnes agens pis kynrede wurse pan pei. And so,
as man shal dampne himsilf, so alle creaturis shal dampne him
panne, and witnesse to Cristis dome pat it is fulli rijtnesse’.
And so Crist tauste in his word, how pe fend was comen azen
to pis kynredé worst of alle, as it is toold in anoper stede *.
And to pe pridde part of pis gospel, of Cristis modir and his
breperen, it is told also bifore how pis gospel undirstondip b.

ON pPURSDAL IN FIRSTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLI.]

Dicebat Jesus ad eos.—Jous viii. [31.]

P1s gospel tellip how pat Crist heendly reprovede? Jewis,
and tolde hem per wickide wille, to make hem to sorowe for
per synne. Joon tellip how Jesus seide to hem pat trowiden
to him of pe Jewis. (Pei trowiden pat he was a trewe man,
and lovede treupe, and dampnede synne; but pei trowiden not
in him, sip pei trowiden not pat he was bope God and man,
and cleveden not to him bi love, as done men pat trowen in
Crist.) Crist biheetip to pes men, If 3¢ dwellen in my word,
3¢ shal be verreli my disciplis, and 3¢ shal knowe pe ireupe, and
pe treupe shal make 3ou free. Pe Jewds answeriden fo him, We
ben pe seed of Abrakam, and we serveden nevere lo man; how
seist pou of us, pat we shal be free? Bul Jesus answeride lo
hem, and telde hem how he undirstood per ben many fredoms,
and many praldomes contrarie to hem. Pe moost praldom and
worst of alle is pe praldom of synne; and herfore seip Crist
pus, Sopels, sopeli, ¥ seie fo 30u, pat ech man pat dotp synme s
a pral of synne. And so God mai not do synne, for he may do
noo ping, but sich ping as servep him in pat pat he doip it.
But synne wole be lord of man, in pat he doip synne. For un-
kyndely makyng bringip forp wondirful gendrure, and 3it pis
mut nedis be, bi pe lawe pat God hap ordeyned. Bu/ pe ser-
vand dwellip not ever more, but pe sone dwellth in pe hous evermore.

! ristwys, G; ritwise, E. 2 reprovede bendely, G.
& See vol. i. Sermon XLIL ad finem. b See vol. i. Sermon CXL.
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For synne hap pis propirte, pat synne makip his sone pral, and
puttip him out of Goddis hous, to serve pe fend ever in peyne.
But Goddis sone lyvep contrarie lLif, for he dwellip ever in
Goddis hous. Perfore if pe sone make 3ou free, 3¢ shal be verrili
Sree. And he menip bi Goddis sone, him pat mai oonli bie
mankynde, for he is Goddis sone in kynde, and pe same God
wip his Fadir. ¥ woof wel pat 3¢ ben Abrakams children, but 3¢
casten for o slee me, for my word takip not in 30u. And so pei
castiden to sle him, pe which is bope God and man, and shulde
be fadir to hem and make hem free, 3if pei shulden pryve.

I speke, seip Crist, pat ¥ sawy at my fadir, and 3¢ doun po
ping pat 3¢ sawun af 3our fadir. But pei answeriden, and seiden
to kim, Abraham is oure fadir. And Jesus seip to hem, 3if 3¢
weren Abrakams sones, 3¢ shulden do Abrahams werkes ; but now
3¢ casten o sle me, a man pat spekip treupe to 30u pe which ¥ have
herd of God ; pis ping Abraham dide nol. 3e don pe werkes of
sour fadir. And pe Jewts seiden to Crist, We ben not born of
lecherie ; o fadir we han, God. Perfor Jesus seide to hem, 3tf
God were 3our fadir, certis 3¢ shulden love me, for ¥ proceedide
of God. For bi my Godhede, Y was ever born, and bi my
manhede F cam in tyme, to make mannis kynde free. For ¥
cam not of mysilf, but ke hap sent me. Whi knowen 3¢ notl my
speche? Certis, for 3¢ may not here my word. Oft tymes is
heeryng takun for heeryng of pe soule, whanne. witt and wille
comen togidere, and conseyven pe treupe. And pus pei myzten
not heere Cristis wordis, for pei moten nedis be dampned.
And perfore seip Crist aftir, 3¢ den of pe devel, 3our fadir, and
3¢ wolen do pe desives of 3oure fadir, pe devel. Certis God and
al pe Trinite wolde pat Crist were deed, and so wolde the fend,
wip Jewis; but pei varieden in maner; for God wolde for a good
eende, and pat Crist diede hoolili, but pes wolden for a wickide
eende, and pat Crist diede synfulli; and conformyng of willis
stondip moost in maneris. And pus seyen saum men, pat God
wolde, and pe holi Trinite also, slee Crist, and pat Crist were
deed. But Crist wolde not sle himsilf, aljif he wolde pat he
were slayn, for his manhed wolde not slee him. De fend, jour
fadir, was mansleere fro pe bigynninge of pe world, and ke stood
not in Ireube, for ber is no treupe in kim.* And heere men seyn,
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for pe litil while pat pe fend stood and synnede not is not pe
speche of Crist here, for' it was bigynnyng of tyme unsensible
to mannis witt, but gediring of many instances. Opir men
seien pat Crist takip treupe for covenable beyng in vertues;
and so pe fend stood nevere in treupe, but hadde evere synne
pat God knewe. Whanne pe fend spekip lesyng, panne he spekip
of his owne, for pe fend is lysere and fadir of pis lysing. But I,
sth ¥ seie pe sope, 3¢ trowen not o me.  For mankynde is dividid
in two parties bi two fadirs, but Crist is meene betwixe hem
two, and mai on no maner synne. And perfore Crist axip pe
Jewis, Whick of 3ou shal snybbe me of synne? yf ¥ seie pus
treupe, whi trowe 3¢ not to me 2 He pat is on Goddis half, heerip
Goddis wordis ; and sip it is al oon, to be on Goddis half, and
to heere hise wordis, he pat is not on Goddis half, herip not
hise wordis. And so, he pat wole knowe pis gospel, he hap
nede for to knowe how al ping pat shal come moot nedis come
bi Goddis wille; and how pei ben two children, of oo fadir pat
broust hem forp. Summe ben children bi kynde, and summe bi
suynge in vertues; and so we moten ben alle Goddis children in
kynde, and we shulden be alle Abrahams children, suynge him
in vertues.

ON FRYDAI IN JE FIRSTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLII.] -

Erat dies festus Judaeorum—Jonx v. [1.]

pis gospel tellip of a miracle pat Crist dide to a syk man,
to reproof of Phariseis, and in tokene to change pe Sabot.
John seip, Per was a feeste daie of Jewis, and Crist wente to
Jerusalem. And muse we not what feeste pis was; whepir
it was Pask or oper feste. For God wole pat we wite herof
pat pis was a feest of Jewis. And per is at Jerusalem a water
Jpat men waisshe hem inne, as it were a water of fishe; but many
men speken of pis water. Jf was called tn Ebrew Bethsaida ;

 berefore, E.
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and it is licly of pe gospel pat pis water was closid wip stoon,
and hadde fyve portis, to come perto. And men camen, whanne
pei hadden leeve to be heelid pere of per sykenesse, as in hye
feestis of pe temple, whanne pei hadden solempnite, Bokis
seien, binepe bileve, how Adam sette many kindis of pe fruyte
pat he eet of, and of pis fruyt cam oo tree, of which was Cristis
cross maad, and pat tree was in pis water®. And Goddis aungel
movede pis tree, and 3af vertue to pis water, to hele hem of per
sitkenesse pat camen first aftir in pis water. But leeve we pis
binepe bileve, and stonde we in wordis of pis gospel, and trowe
we pat in Jerusalem is suche a water as pe gospel seip, wher
pei washiden sheep'of pe temple in pis water. Muse we not,
but Jerom seip pat Bethsaida is in Ebrew an hous of fruytis or
hous of beestisb, and probatos in Ebrew is a bishop® in oure
langage.

And in pes portis lay a greel multifude of sitke men, of blynde
men, of crokide men, and of dryed men, in per partis, abiding
movyng of pis water. For pe angel of pe Lord cam doun on
cerfeyn tyme inlo pis slanding water, and il was moved panne ;
and whoever cam doun first into pis waler, was maad hool in
what sitkenesse he was holdun. And per was a man pere pat
hadde eijte and pritti yeer in his stikenesse. And fJesus seide
to him, whanne he saw him lLigginge, and he wiste pat pis syke
man Aadde long fyme in his sykenesse, Wolf pou. be hool? seide
Crist to him. And pe sitke man seide lo Crist, Sire, ¥V have no
man pat whanne pe water is moved he putte me in lo pe walter ;
Jfor pe while pat ¥ come, anoper comep doun bifore me. And Jesus
seide to him, Rise, take pi bed, and go. And anoon he was maad
hool, and toke up his bed, and wente his wey ; and if was Sabol
in pat day. And pe Jewis seiden to him pat was hool, It is Sabot ;
i1 is not leveful to pee fo lake awey pi bed. And he answeride to
kem, Pat man patl made me kool seide to me, Take up pi bedd and
g0. And pet axiden him, Wha! man is pal, pat seide 1o pee, lake

! scheep, G, E.

s The marvellous legend here re- b In the treatise ‘ De Nominibus
ferred to may be found related at Hebraicis’ St. Jerome explains
length in the postil of Nicholas de  * Bethsaida’ by ‘ domus frugum vel
Lyra on this text. venatorum.’
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up pr bed and go? Bul pis man pat was maad hool wiste not
which pis man was. And Jesus bowide awey fro pe puple pat
was set in pat place. Aftirward Jesus foond him in pe lemple,
and seide to him, Lo, pou art maad hool, now nyle pou synne
more, lest ony worse* ping falle to pee. And pis man wente forp,
and tolde fo pe Jewrs pat Jesus was pat man pat made him hool.

Jesus hadde wille to mak men hool in pe Sabot, ajens pe
Jewis, and to telle pat men shulden on holy daye be bisye to
make good preieris, and how pe Sabot shulde be turnede fro
Satirdaie to pe first feries, Pes Jewis weren wroop pat Jesus
wrougte pus, for he lettide hem of her wynnyngis, and tolde
litil bi per sermonies %, pat pei kepten as per bileve. And Jesus
provede ofte tymes, bi many goode skills and opyn, pat it was
leveful to worche pus. But pe preestis trowiden not to him,
for pei puttiden no difference betwixe bileve and ceremonies.
And pus kepyng of pe Saboot was sumwhat a comandement
and sumwhat cerymonial, to figure pat Crist shulde reste in pe
tombe al pe Satirdai. And, for pis is passid now, and we trowen
not® pis aftir to come, perfore we kepen Sundaye as Sabot,
but not as pe sevenpe dai, but as pe eistip daye, to abide pe
eijtipe age. And so oure Sabot lastip one, but pe tyme of pe
day is varied.

ON SATIRDAI IN FIRSTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLIII.]

Assumpsit Jesus Petrum.—~MATT. xvi. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how pat Crist was transfigurid in sizt of pree
apostlis, and so was pis word sop, pat per ben sum pat stonden
here pat shal not taste deep, til pat pei see mannis sone comyng
in his rewme. Mathew tellip how Jesws foke Petre, James, and

1 So E; A has worst. 3 serymonyes, E. 8 caret in G.
s In the Missal and Breviary, Sun-  Feria, Monday as the second, and

day, though called ‘Dominica,’ so on, to Friday the sixth Feria;
reckons numerically as the first Saturday is Sabbatum.
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Joon his bropir, and ledde kem into an hyse hill aside, for oper
apostlis sawen it not. And Crist was iransfigurid bifore hem,
and his face shoon as pe sunne, and his clopts weren maad white
as pe snow. And pus men seien pat transfiguring is turnyng
into glorious forme, pat men seen not wip pis eye bi figure pat
pei seen now; as Cristis face, whanne it shynede as sunne, was
not seen figurid as oures ben now. And pus many men sup-
posen pat in blis men han noo clopis, for al pe bodi of man in
blis shal shyne as now doip pe sunne; and so no filpe of a
mannis bodi shal be shameful in blis, and so shal clopis be
more unnedeful pan pei weren in staat of innocence. For
panne shulde man han etun and diffied?, and delyvered him of
superfluyte, but oper wise it is now in blis, and so shal per be
no nede of clopis. Pe whitnes of Cristis clopis here figurip not
pes freris abitis, but oonnesse of colour of Cristis clopis tellip
pat he was stable in vertues, and medling of freris clopis tellip
unstablenesse of pes ordris. And lo, Moises and Hely apperiden
to hem, spekinge wip Crist, Pes spiritis mysten ligth take hem
! bodies, and leeve hem efte wipouten peyne; and pes two pro-
fetis desiriden moche to see pe manhed of Crist, and so pei
weren gladdid in pis more pan pei weren bifore. But Petir
t answeringe seide fo Jesus, Sire, it is good us lo be here. If pou
f wilt, make we here pree labernaclis ; to pee oon, to Moises oon, and
‘ fo Helt oom.  And it semep pat Petre wolde pat pes tabernaclis
, weren large, pat pes pree apostlis myjte sitte in pes pre taber-
naclis. dnd 3t pe while pat Pelre spak, lo, a shynyng cloude
shadewide hem, and lo, a vois cam of pe cloude, seiynge, Pis is my
loved some, in whom it likide me wel ; heere 3¢ him. And pes
disciplis, heeryng pis, felden in per visagis®, and dredden myche.
And Jesus cam ny3, and touchide hem, and seide to hem, Rise 3ee,
and nyle 3¢ drede. And apostlis, liftinge up per eyen, sawen no
man but Jesus oon. And as pei camen doun pe hill, Jesus coman-
dide to hem and seide, Tell 3¢ no man pis sisi, til pai mannis sone
rise fro deed. Muse we not here, as foolis, how pes two pro-
fetis weren cled, and what wordis pei spaken to Crist, and
whanne per bodies weren dissolvyd ; for in pis forme pat Mathew
tellip wole God pat his Chirche rest here.
1 defied, T; G and Q agree with A. 2 facis, E.
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ON SECUNDE MONDAI IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLIV.)]

Ego vado et queritis—Jonx viil. [21.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist reprovede pe mansleres of wickide
Jewis. Joon tellip how, Crist seide to cumpanyes of Jewis, I go,
and 3¢ shal seke me, and 3¢ shal die in your synne ; whidir ¥ go,
3¢ mat not come. Perfore pe Jewrs seiden, Whidir is ke pis o go,
pat we shal not fynde him? Wher he shal slee himsilf, for ke
setp, Whidir ¥ go 3¢ mai not come? And Crist seide to hem,
3¢ ben of binepe, and ¥ am of above ; 3¢ ben of pis world, and ¥
am not of pis world. Perfore V sete to 30u, pat 3¢ shal die in |
soure synnes, for if 3¢ trowen not in me, 3¢ shal die in 3our synne.
And so pes Jewis slowen hemsilf bi dep of soule, pat is pe worste
dep. Pe Jewis pougten pat Crist pougte longe bi his liif, and
wolde go awey and slee himsilf. But Crist wolde seie, pat he
shulde stie in to hevene; and pidir myjten pei not come, for
pei musten nedis be dampned. For he wiste how pei shulde
synne, and ever heepe, and not amende. Derfore seiden pe
Jewis fo Crist, Who art thou? And Jesus seide to hem, I am
a principle pat speke fo jou®. A principle is an out cause, as
Crist was cause of alle pingis, and as he seide, he was above,
and telde his godhede in a manere. ¥ kave many pingis fo
speke fo 30u, and lo juge, but wite 3¢ wel Y shal not speke fals,
ne juge amys for hate, for ke pat sente me is trewe, and Y am
treupe, and po pingis pal ¥ have herd of God, ¥ speke in pe world.
And pei wisten not pat he seide pat his fadir was God. And so
sexde Jesus fo hem, Whanne 3¢ han hied mannis sone, panne shal
3¢ knowe pat ¥ am ; and ¥ do not' of myself; but as pe fadiy

! gouzt, G, E, 1.
s Translated from the Vulgate, uiv; since, whether we read &ni |

¢ Principium qui et loquor vobis, or & 7, no ancient MS. gives any
a mistranslation for which it is  countenance to the ‘qui’ of the

difficult to account of the Greek  Vulgate, See Dean Alford’s note on
words, T dpxv & 7 xal AaA@  the passage in his Greck Testament.
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tauzte me, pes pingis V speke. And ke pat sente me is wip me,
and he hap not left me aloone ; for ¥V do even po pingis pal ben
plesyng to him. Wordis of pis gospel, as ben wordis of Joon
comunli, ben ful of sutil witt, as men mai see pat here taken
hede; but leeve we pis, and telle pe storie aftir pe comune
witt of men.

PE TEWISDAY GOSPEL IN pE SECUNDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLV.]

Super cathedram Moisy'. Marr. xsiii. [1.]

Pis gospel of Matheu tellip how Crist reprovede pe pride
and falshede of Scribis and Fariseis, pat many weies bigiliden
pe puple. Mathew tellip how, pes fwo folk salen upon Moises
chaier. Scribis ben doctours of Jewis, and writun pe sentence
pat pei 3yven, and lyven more seculerly pan lyven pes Phariseis ;
but bope calengiden to be maistris, and reule pe puple as Moyses
dide, and as pe pope seip now pat he is Cristis viker in erpe;
and? so pes seiden pat pei hadden Moises power, and weren
proud of pis staat. But pes weren lesse yvel pan is pe pope in
tyme of grace; for sich vikeris wexen worse for per pride and
coveitise, and, for grace of Crist is more, perfore pere falling
is more synne. Pes folk helden hem in pes boundis, pat pei
knewen and seiden Goddis lawe, but in practike of pis lawe
stood per falsheed and per pride. And perfore, seip Crist aftir,
alle pingss pat per shal seie 1o 30u, kepe 3¢ and do in dede, but aftir
werkes of hem nyle 3¢ do, for pei seien and doon not. Pei spaken
pe treupe of pe lawe, but pei practisiden it amys. But now oure
prelatis ben so blynde pat pei speken and doon amys; and pe
puple shal not do aftir per wordis, for pei erren fro Goddis lawe
and maken hem newe lawis, and so pei speken and techen,
And pus, for blyndenesse of pes prelatis, pei synnen bope in
word and dede, more pan pes folk diden after Moises. For

1 Moysi, E. 2 om. Q.



SERMONS.

popis ben ferpere fro Crist pan pes folk weren fro Moises, and
moche more falsly ben Cristis vikeris, bope in synne of word
and dede. For pes folk bynden grevous chargts, and sick as men
mai nol bere, and putie hem on mennis shouldris ; but pet nyl move
kem wip her finger. And so don vikeris of Crist to day, for
harde penaunces pei putten on men, which sownen per lord-
ship and coveitise. As penaunce pei putten, azen resoun, pat
pei-mai not grounde bi lawe, and 3if pei dispensen perwip, it
shal be bougt ful dere for money, and pus pei schewen® pride
for per power, and smyten pe puple wip coveitise. And pus
bei encresen annuel rentis, as pei diden wip pe rewme of Yng-
lond, and oblishiden it in nyne hundrid mark® to 3yve pe pope
seer by jeer. But 3if pei dredden knowing of per fraude, pei
wolden make hem to grete lordis, for pus pei mysten encrese
per rentis bi siche penaunces as pei wolden.

And pes Scribis and Fariseis don alle per werkes for pis eende,
bat pei ben seen of men, glorious and hye in power, and so pei
traveilen in coveitise ; for pei alargen per philacteries and maken
hem grete hemmes. Men seien pat pes philacteries weren scrowis?,
writun wip Goddis heestis, and tatchid 3 on per left arm, to have
pes heestis ever more in mynde. Je hemms* pat weren in per
clopis touchiden pe staat of per ordris, as prelatis don to day
wip halywid clopis, and pes newe ordris wip per abitis. But
algatis men don worse now, for in stede of philateries men
maken gret volyms® of newe lawes pat ben not Goddis

1 So E; A has shewiden. 2 serouwes, H.
tacchid, 1. ¢ bemmes, G ; bemmis, 1.

® tackid, E, G;

& Why nine hundred marks? The
sum which King John bound him-
self to pay yearly to the Roman see
was 1000 marks (see Raynaldus sub
anno), of which 700 were to be for
England, and 300 for Ireland.
*Volumus et stabilimus ut . . . ..
Feclesia Romana mille marchas ster-
lingorum percipiat annuatim . . . .
septingentas scilicet pro regno An-
gliae, et trecentas pro regno Hyber-
nise.’ In his paper, written in 1366,
against the obligation on the part
of the king and country to pay this

tribute, Wyclif speaks of it as the
700 marks, excluding Ireland from
consideration. Probably therefore
he on the present occasion wrote
nine instead of seven simply by an
oversight.

b The writer alludes to the various
authorized compilations (by this time
formidable in number ans bulk) of
the Canon Law; such as the Decre-
tum of Gratian, the Decretals of
Gregory IX, the Clementines of
Clement V, and the Extravagants
of John XXII
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comandementis ; and men ben nedid to use pes lawis, bope in
doing and studiyng. And sip pei mai not alarge mennis wittis,
but raper maken per wittis unable, pei neden men to leve Goddis
lawe, and so to leve pe love of God. And sip God bindip alle
men to love hym of al per herte, in al per wille, and al per
mynde, and pes prelatis letten pis, pei binden men ajens God
to breke his mandementis and to be dampned, and fouler synne
i was nevere doon fro pe bigynnyng of pe world. Pes ordris mag-
| nefien per abitis, and seyen pe pope hap confermed hem. And
so seyen summe, pat who ever die in hem shal nevere more
come to helled. And as pei maken per abitis myche, bope in
widnesse and sidnesse?, so pei maken per vertue myche; and
al is ypocrisie, wip coveitise of worldli goodis, and ydilnesse fro
Goddis lawe. And pei loven first seetis at soperis, and first
charis in synagogis, and grelingis in pe chepyng, and ben clepid
maisirts of men. And in pes foure traveilen oure prelatis, bope
more and lasse. For to bigynne at pe freris; pei coveiten alle
pes foure ; for pei wolen sette wip lordis and ladies at pe mete
ful dignely, and in chirchis pei han per places bifore alle oper
men, so pat pei mai not be more ny3 to worldly stat pan pei
ben. And algatis pei wolen be gret among comunes? of men,
and ber clepid maistris and doctours for pe hyenesse of per
name. But Crist forbidip pis hyenesse, and biddip us, Nyle 3¢
be clepid maistris, for pere is oon oure maisty, pat hap wiseli pis
name. And in pis synne of worldli pride han we synned, and
sit done. And nyle 3¢ clepe lo 30u fadir on erpe, for per is oon
sour fadir in kevene. And in pis synnen abbotis, and oper pre-
latis of pe Chirche. And }is synne techip Crist, whanne he for-
fendide clepe to us siche fadirs upon erpe, for fadirs pat brousten
us forp techip and clepip us kynde to have. And e 3¢ not clepid
maistris, for sour maistir is oom, Crist. He pat &s more of 3pu,
shal be youre servant ; for ke pat hiehp him shal be lowid, and he
pat lowip him shal be hyed. How evere men speken here al pis

! sydnesse, 1; sydenesse, E. 2 comuntees, G, Q; comunetis, 1.

This was actually done by, amongst
&, f Paradise M
nyiné;fuygz&?rf: S;esé'sri? Rt ) others, Alfonso II, of Naples; see
Ot in Franciscan think to pass disguised. the curious account in Philippe de
Milton, Paraduse Lost, Bk. i, Comines, Bk. vii, ch. 14.
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hepene maner of worship pat is not groundid in Goddis lawe
smatchip pride, and shulde be lefte. For how shulden we
prestis be lordis, sip it is synne in seculer men? and prestis
synnen in double assent, whanne pei leven to snibbe bi' pis
synne.

ON WEDNESDAI IN SECUNDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLVI.]

Ascendens fesus ferosolymam.—Marr. xx. [117.]

Crasr tellip in pis gospel of his mekenesse and his passioun,
and how pat alle oper shulde sue him in manere of liif. Matheu
tellip how pat, Jesus, stiynge unto Jerusalem, toke privyly kis fwelve
disciplis, and tolde hem how he shulde suffre pere. Pis he
taugte privyly; for men pat wolen neer sue Crist, moten lerne
pis lore in dede, and not alle men taken pis lore. Crist tellip
hem how, pe: wenden wilfulli to Jerusalem, and mannis sone shal
be traed® fo princis of preestis, and to scribis, and pet shal dampne
him bt dep, and pes shal take him to hepene men, lo be scorned and
turmentid, and 1o be put on pe crosse; and he shal rise on pe pridde
daie. :

Panne cam to Crist his aunte, pat was modir of James and
Joon, and pes two disciplis camen wip hir. And she lowtide, and
axide sum what of him. And Crist seide to her, What wolt pow ?
And she seide to him, Seie pou pat pes fwo my sones sitte, pe toon
af pi ri3t side, and pe loper af pi left side, in pi rewme. And
Jesus answeride, and seid o hem, 3e wilen not what 3¢ shal axe.
Mat 3e drynke pe cuppe pat ¥ am to drynke?  And pet seiden, pei
myyten sufire as he. And Crist seide to hem panne, Certis 3¢
shal drynke of my cuppe ; but to sitte at my ri3t side and my left
stde fallip not * lo my manhede* fo 3yve to * 30u, but to my God-
hede fo 3yve*® hem, to whom it is ordeyned of my Fadir. And,
heeringe, ten oper disciplis hadden dedeyn of pes fwo breperen. And

1 caret in G and 1; E has undernyme bis synne, 2 bitraied, G;
bitrayed, E. S * * passages excluded by G from the quotation.
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Jesus clepide hem fo him, and seide, 3e wilen wel pat princis of
hepene men ben lordis of hem, and pei pat ben more among hem,
usen power wpon hem. But il shal not be so among 30u; but
whoever wole among 3ou be maad more, be he youre minisire ; and
whoever wole be first among 3ou, he shal be 3our servaunt. As
mannis sone cam not 1o be served, but fo serve, and to 3yve his bf*
ayen-biyng for many. Pes wordis ben many tymes expowned,
but per sentence is forgetun. For no drede Crist wolde here
forbede preestis worldli morenesse; but who reversip more pis
word pan done preestis now adaies, bope in worldli lordship
and worldli worship pat pei taken? And pis is ground of oper
synnes pat rengnen among preestis,

ON PURSDAI IN SECUNDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLVIIL.]

Non possum ego—Joux v. [30.]

P1s gospel tellip wordis bi whiche Crist confermede his lore,
and taugte men to be meke, and to knowe peir owne freelte.
Jesus seide to pe puple of pe Jewis, I mas do noust of mysilf, but
as I heere, so 1 juge. And Crist spekip of his manheed, pat
hadde al his beyng of pe Godhede, as his personalte? was of his
Fadir. But Crist seip here sopli pat, Ais jugement is just, for he
spekih not his wille, but pe wille of him pat sente kim. And pis
is pe sixte place in which pe gospel spekip pus; pat Crist 3yvep
to his Fadir, and takip from him, sich pingis pat fallen not
principalli to him, but principalli to his Fadir. For no drede
Crist sougte pe wille of pe Trinite, bop bi his Godhede and his
manhede; and 3if men wolden kepe pis, per jugement shulde
be just. For men failen in jugement for coveitise of worldli
goodis, and personel affecciouns, and levyng to loke to Goddis
wille. And 3if pis were pe heed point in jugement of sich men,
to loke pat peir jugement were trewe, and to pe profit of pe
Chirche, and ellis leve pis jugement, as contrarie to Goddis

1 bimsilf, G. 3 personalite, G, H.
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wille, panne per jugement shulde be just, and Goddis lawe have | 1
his cours. 3¢f ¥ bere pis witnesse of mysilf, it is not soip ; for al ]
sinful ping is fals, al 3if it have beyng of treupe; her is anoper
persone pat berip witnesse of me, and ¥ woof pat pis witnes 1s sop
pat he berih of me. 3¢ senten to Joon Baptist, and he bare witnesse
fo treupe. Bul ¥ take nof witnesse of man ; but pes pingis ¥ seie,
pat 3¢ be saaf.  Joon was a lanterne brennyng and shymynge; and
3¢ wolden for a while be glad in his liyt. Bul ¥ have witnesse
more pan Joon, for my werkis and my fadir beren witnesse of
me. And so eche trewe man shulde have witnesse of his
werkes, for trewe liif tellip a trewe man, and fals lyf a fals man.
And sip pe Fadir berip witnesse of Crist, al pe Trinite berip
witnesse of him. And pis ping knewe' not pe Jewis; and
herfore seip Crist pus, Pat pei kerden mevere pe vois of pe
Jadir, ne pei sawen never pe forme of him. He seep? here pes
pingis ® of pe Fadir, pat trowip hem in pat pe Fadir doip hem?*;
and so he trowip in pe Fadir. But in pis failide® pe Jewis.
And his word 3¢ han-not dwellinge in 3ou, for to him pat he sente
3¢ frowen nol. Seke 3¢ pe writingts of Goddis lawe, in whiche 3¢
gessen 1o han blissid If; and pes writingls ben po tlke pat beren
witnes of me. And 3¢ wolen not come to me, pat 3¢ have pe blissed
Ui, Crist fakip not his clerete of men. But he knewe wel pes
Jewis, pat pei han not Goddis love in hem. ¥ cam, seip Crist,
in name of my fadir, and 3¢ loken not me ; but 3if anoper come in
Goddis name, pat Anticrist shal 3e fake. For® pis kynrede is
smytun now among men pat ben clepid hooli Chirche, and pei
taken wip a full wille pe pope as pe viker of God. And pe
same cause is here and pere, for he makip hem worldli wyn-
nyng ", and to lyve gloriousely here, and pat pei seken, and not
per blis. How mai 3¢ trowe bileve, pat seken to have glorie fo-
gidere, and 3e seke not pe glorie, pe whick is of God al oone? And
pis is principal cause whi men turnen fro Cristis lawe.

Perfore nyle 3¢ gesse pat ¥ am lo accuse 3ou af pe fadir ; per

! knewen, 1; knowen, E. ? seip, E. * wordss, E. * pat be
trowep bem in bat bat be Fadir doip bem, E. 3 fayleden, E. ¢ All
that follows, to the words * How mai 3e trowe,’ is absurdly included by A
in the Scriptural extract. E gives the passage rightly. ? bave worldly
wynnyng, K.
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75 oom pat accusip sou, pat is, Moises in whom 3¢ hopen. For 3if
se trowiden fo Moises, 3¢ shulden trowe peraventure® and lo me,
Sor ke wrool of me. And 3if 3¢ frowen not fo his lettris, how shkal
3¢ trowe fo my wordis 7 Pis Moises wroot of Crist, and seide,
a prophete shulde rise of Jewis, and bad hem trowe to him as
to Moises; for he knewe pe treupe of Crist. And holi writt
puttip comunli pis word, peraventure, wip oper causis, whanne
fredom of wille is medlid, and it suep? not opynli.

ON FRIDAI IN SECUNDE WEKE IN LENTE,

[SERMON CLVIIL]

Homo eral pater familias.—MArr. xxi. [33.]

P1s gospel tellip a parable how Crist shulde be slayn wip pe
Jewis. Matheu seip how Crist tellip pis parable to his Chirche.
Per was a man, good housebonde, pat plantide a yyn, and heggide
it aboute, and dalf per inne a pressour, and bildide a tour perinne,
and hyride it fo tilierss, and wente himsilf in pilgrimage. And
whanne tyme of frutis cam ny3, ke sente hise servauniis lo pes
tiliers, lo take pe frutis perof. And pes tlieris foken pes ser-
vauntis, and oon pei buffetiden, anoper pei killiden, and anoper per
stoneden to deeh. Eft he sente mo servauntis, mo pan pe firste
weren ; and pei diden also to hem. And at pe laste he sente his
sone lo hem, and seide, pat pei shulden drede his some. And pes
tilierss, seynge pis sone, seiden wipinne hem, Pis is pe etr®; come
3¢ and kille we kim, and we shal have his heritage. And per
foken him, and castens him out of pe vyneserde, and killiden him.
Derfore whanne pe Lord of pis vyneserde shal come, what shal he
do to pe tilieris 7 And pei seiden to Crist, Pes yvele tilieris shal
he sharpli lese, and hire his yyneserde to oper tilierss, pat shal yyve
him fruyte in per tymes. And Jesus seid to hem, Red 3¢ nevere in
Davipis writingts, Pe stoon pat bilderis reproveden, pis is maad in
to pe heed of pe corner P Pis is don of pe Lord, and it is woun-

1 peraunter, 1. * seme), E. 3 beyr, E.
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dirful in oure ei3en. Perfore ¥ sete lo jou, pat Goddis rewme shal
be taken fro jou, and i shal be 3oven to pat folk pat doip pe fruyt
of . And whoever fallip upon pis sioon, he shal be brokun, and
upon whom pis stoon _falle, pis stoon shal al to bryse* him. And
whanne pe princis of preestis and Pharisees hadde herd pe parablis
of Crist, per wisten pat he spake of hem. And pet, sekinge to take
Crist, dredden pe comun? peple. For pe puple hadde Crist in
worship as a prophete.

Pis parable semep opin, and seid to pis entent. Pis good
housebonde is God pe Fadir, pat ordeynep for al pis world, and
speciali for his holi Chirche. God plantide a vynejerde, whanne
he groundide holi Chirche; and algatis in Jerusalem, for per
was myche sizt of pees. God heggide pis gerde aboute, whanne
ke 3af it good lawis, summe strong to 3yve men mede, and sum
sharp to punishe men; and pus dide not God to ech kynrede,
but speciali to kynrede of Jewis. Pis pressour ben po prestis
pat geten out juys of Goddis word, and pei gladen men wip wyn,
and gyven hem sause to Goddis mete. God delvep pis pressour
pere, for prestis lyven on Goddis part. God bieldip® a tour pere,
whanne he defendide his Chirche bi kyngis. Tilieris to whom
pis Chirche was hired, weren shrewis pat shulden profite bi
pe Chirche, and pei traveiliden in pe Chirche, and maden it
brynge forp myche fruyt; for wickide men pat pursuen pe
Chirche, wip Goddis grace doon it good. Pis Fadir wente in
pilgrimage, whanne he hadde ordeyned pus his Chirche, and
joven men free power for t6 do good or yvel. Pis tyme of fruyt
was pat age pat pis Chirche shulde profite here. And servauntis
of God sente weren kingis, patriarkis, and prophetis; and of
pes weren summe pursued, summe kild, and sum stoned. Pes
moo prophetis pat camen after weren also pursued and killid.
Pis goode Fadir sente his Sone, whanne he made Crist to take
mannis kynde. Pei knewen ligthi pat he was eir bope of
hevene and of erpe, and 3it, for blyndenesse pat pei hadden, pei
jugiden hem to obeishe to God for pursuyng and killing of
Crist; and pei token Crist, and kesten him out of Jerusalem;

t gl 1o bruse, G, 1; al to brisen, E. ? So in E; A includes the word
in the quotation. 3 So E; A has bilde.
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for Crist diede and was biried wipouten pe wallis of pat cite.
And God, Lord of pe Chirche, whanne he come) to juge pis
werk, shal lese ful peynefulli pes wickide Jewis pat diden pus.
Sum prestis seiden pus bi per conscience, pat undirstoden not
pis parable, bi what men it was seid?, and sum? seiden, God
forbede, as Matheu and Luk tellen wipouten contrariouste.
God hiride pe Chirche to opere good tilieris, as to apostlis, and
martiris, and oper seintis pat camen aftir hem. And pei 3aven
fruyt of pe Chirche, whanne pei wrousten medeful werkes, and
weren bope vines and ftilieris, and edifieden oper vynes. pat
Jesus seide to hem aftir of pe stoon pat Davip tellip, it is knowun
to Cristene men pat pis stoon is Crist in figure, and heed and
helpe of holi Chirche, as pe Psalm seip also. It is seid com-
munli, pat in makyng of pe temple per was a stoon, ofte refusid,
and discordide fro many placis; and at pe laste pei weren nedid
to make it heed stoon in a corner®, And pis stoon figuride
Jesus Crist, pat was many tymes reprovede here, and at pe laste
men weren nedid to put Crist heed of holi Chirche, and to
knitte hepene men and Jewis, as corner stoon knittip two wallis.
And for pis is a goostli stoon 3, perfore it is bi many placis, and
hap in him many resouns, as ground stone and corner stoon.
pis was doon of pe Lord, and is woundirful in oure ijen.
For noping is more woundirful pan pat God was pus maad man.
And pus appliep Crist hise wordis, and seip pat Goddis rewme
shal be taken fro hem, and 3ovun to folk pat doip his fruyt.
For Jewis weren cast out of pe Chirche, and hepene folk taken
for hem. And pis stoon mut ever laste, and reule pe Chirche
in blisse and peyne; and who pat fallip upon pis stoon, re-
pungning Crist or his lawe, shal be broken in his conscience,
and gratche agens himsilf. And for pis stoon is spiritual, bope
above and binepe, pis stoon shal falle on siche men, and squatte
hem al to poudir. For ech part of dampned* shal figte wip
oper in discord.

1 yseid, H. ? om. Q. $SoinE, G, I, Q; Aom.isa.
* dampned men, Q.

» This legend is here translated Not improbably it might be found
almost literally from De Lyra, who  in the Historia Scholastica.
does not state whence he derived it.
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Pese hize preestis wisten here what Crist mente in pes wordis,
but pei mysten not take him bifore pe tyme pat he wolde die.
And so telle pou Goddis lawe to Anticrist and his felowis, and
pei shal caste to kille pee. But pe puple assentip to skille, for
Goddis lawe stondip in seculeris, as lordis and comunes, pat ben
goode; and bei letten malis of preestis pat ellis wolden be to
wickid, and pursue trewe preestis, for treupe pat pei tellen pe

puple.

PE SATURDAY GOSPEL IN pE SECUNDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLIX.]

Homo quidam habuit duos~Lvuc. xv. [11.]

P1s gospel tellip a parable, as pe nexte gospel bifore. Luk
seip pat Crist tolde how, A man hadde fwo sones; and pe 3onger
of hem serde unto his fadir, Fadir, 3yve me a porcioun of pe sub-
stance pat fallip me. And pe jfadir departide him his goodis.
And soone aftir pis 3omge sone gederide al pat fel to him, and
weniz forp in pilgrimage in o a fer contre; and per he wastide
his goodis, lyvynge in lecherie. And after pat he hadde endid alle
his goodis, per fel a gret hungre in pat lond, and he bigan to be
nedy. And ke wente oute, and clevede 1o oon of pe citiseins of pat
contre, and pis cilisein senfe him info his toun, to kepe swyn. And
pis sone coveitide fo fille his beli wip pese holes® pat pe hogges eten,
and no man 3af him. And he, turninge asen, seide, How many
hynen in my fadirs hous ben ful of loves, and ¥ perishe here for
hungre. ¥ shal rise, and go to my fadir, and seie to him, Fadir,
I have synned in heven, and bifore pee ; now ¥ am not worpi to
be clepid pi some, make me as oon of pin hynen. And he roos, and
cam fo his fadir. And 31t whanne ke was fer, kis fadir sawe
him, and was moved bi mercy, and rennyng azens his sone, fel on
his nekke, and kiste kim. And pe sone seide to him, Fadir, ¥ have
synned in hevene, and bifore pee ; now ¥ am nof worpi to be clepid

+ pes bolys, 1.
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Pt sone.  And pe fadir seide fo his servaunits anoon, Bringe 3e
Jorp pe firste stoole', and clope 3¢ him, and 3yve 3¢ a ryng in kis
hond, and shoon upon his feel. And bringe 3¢ a fat calf, and sl
him, and elfe we, and fede us ; jor pis some of myn was deed, and s
quykened ayen, and he was perishid, and ts foundun. And pei
bigunne to feede hem. And his eldere some was in pe feeld ; and
whanne he cam, and was ny3 pe hous, he herde a symphonie and
oper notse of mynystraleye®. And pis eldere sone clepide oon of pe
servauntss, and axide what weren pes pingts. And he seide fo him,
D1 bropir is comen, and pi fadir hap slayn a fat calf, for ke hap
resceyved him saaf. But pis eldere sone hadde dedeyn, and wolde
not come tn; perfore his fadir wente out, and bigan io preie him.
And he answeride, and serde to his fadir, Lo, so many jeeris ¥V
serve fo pee, ¥ passide nevere pi mandement ; and pou 3avest me
nevere a kide, for o fede me wip my frendis., Bui after pat ke pis
Pt sone, pat murperide® his goodis wip hooris, is come, pou hast
killid to him a fat calf. And pe fadir seide lo him, Sone, pou ari
ever more wip me, and alle my goodis ben pine. Buf if was nede
to ete and to make mery, for he pis pi bropir was deed, and lyvede
azen ; he was perishid, and is_founden.

It is comunli seid pat pis man is Jesus Crist, pat bope is God
and man, and bi his Godhede hap two sones. Pe eldere sone
is pe folk of Jewis, and pe jongere, hepene folk. Pes two sones
weren for a tyme wip God bi grace and kyndeli witt. But pis
songere sone of pes two seide pryvyly to his fadir, pat he wolde
have bi himsilf goodis pat shulde falle to him, whanne hepene
men wolden have propre, bope lawes and oper 3iftis of God, and
so pei wolden be reulid bi per owne witt, and not fulli bi God.
And so richessis of pis sone ben goodis of grace; and God
suffride pis sone to be reulid apart bi his owne witt; but God
3af him goodis of kynde and goodis of grace in al pis tyme.
For ellis pes hepene men mijten not be, but 3if pei hadden
goodis of kynde of God; and many partis of pis sone, as Jetro,
and Job, and opir, hadden goodis of grace of God; for ellis pis
sone hadde al be lost. Soone after pis jonger sone wente aweie
fro God bi synne; but jit pes hepene men for a tyme loveden

God, and servede * him wel. And so pis fer contre is pe liif of
Y stole, H.  * mynstralsie, G, 1. 3 thurbere,1; devourid, Q. * servyden, E,
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man in synne, and wasting of pes goodis is sloupe of Goddis
service bi hem. And lecherous liif is yvel of pe world and
fleish, binepe mannis spouse; sip God is spouse of mannis
kynde; he pat lovep too myche pe world and his fleish, lyvep
lecherouseli wip hooris undir his spouse. And so pes folk
hadden endid alle per goodis, whanne hem® wantide jiftis of
grace, and alle her jiftis of kynde pei wastiden in yvel uss.
Ppis hungre pat fel in pis contre is wanting of knowing of treupe,
wip kyndeli desire to knowe pe treupe. Oon of pe citeseins ? is
pe fend, as al pis world is Goddis cuntre, and diverse fendis of
helle han wille to tempte to dyvers synnes. And he sendip man
to his toun, whanne he ledip man to his felowis, for pere pei
han divers restingis. But al pis shewip grete nede of man.
Pat man kepip hoggis, pat nuriship fleishli synnes, bope in him
and opir men, as many contres don now. And so man coveitip
to be fild wip pes hulis 3, whanne he desirip for to conne mannis
science, oper pan Goddis science *. For science of God fedip
men wel, and oper science is mete for hoggis, and it makip men
fat here, but not after domesdai.

Sum men seien pat pes hulis ben vanites of kyndeli sciencis,
for pesis® ben divers from whete, as creatures diversen fro God.
Draf is science of goodis, as worldli iawe, and pe popis lawe;
for alle pes lawes seken good, but noon as doip Goddis lawe;
for Goddis lawe holdip pe beste good, and oper lawe good of
pe world; and so pei diversen fro Goddis lawe, as draf diversip
fro clene drynke. Many men traveilen to cunne pes lawes, and
3it pei failen toolis® perto; for man mut have worldli spensis
pat wole craftli lerne pes sciencis. But man is turned to him-
silf, whanne his conscience bitip him, pat mannis soule farip
moche betere pat suep God bi his lawes. So pat hous of pis
fadir is holi Chirche, pat holdip trewe men. Looves ben
divers articles of bileve, pat Cristen men han. And servantis
of pis hous ben men pat ben now” rijtwise. But pe sone is pat
man to whom God hap ordeyned blis, and is now rigtwise, and
profitip to Goddis Chirche. And so pinkyng and rysyng of

1 S0 G, 1, E; A has be. 2 citeseyns, G, E. 3 pes bolis, G ;
peyse boles, E. ¥ E om. this clause. 3 peesen, E. ¢ bem failep
tolis, 1. ™ not, E.
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men to come to pis fadir; ben divers graces of God, bi whiche
he movep men to love him.

Whanne a synful man knowip pe sope, pat God is his fadir in
kynde, for bope his soule and his bodi God made of noust, as
Moises seip ®, panne man makip pis confessioun, Fadir, Y have
synned in hevene and bifore pee. Sop it is, man mai not synne,
but 3if he synne ajens God and agens al pe world, and so pis
man synnep in hevene. But, for he woot pat God seep alle
synnes, and he hopip forgyvnesse of him, perfore he seip pat he
hap synned bifore God, pat is his fadir, and for pe grete synne
pat he hap don to God, he is not worpi of himsilf to be clepid
his sone. God makip man as oon of his hynen, whanne he
3yvep him grace for a tyme, and makip him to do wel his
werkes. And j3it, 3if man be Goddis sone, he coveitip to have
pis grace, for pe moste peyne pat man hap is peyne pat he takip
of synne. And 3if a man shal be dampned, and be Goddis hyne
for a tyme, 3it he hap lasse peyne in helle for pat tyme }pat he
is Goddis hyne.

God oure Fadir seep us afer, longe bifore pat we comen to
him, for bi mercy pat he hap he movep us to do pus. God
rennep ajens us whanne he helpip® us to do good; God fallip
upon oure nekke, whanne he stirep us to be meke; God kissip
panne his man, whanne he 3yvep him grace of sone, and makip
him oon wip Crist his Sone, and parsenere ? of Cristis merit.
And panne pis Sone makip efte pis schrift. God seip panne to
his servauntis to bringe forp soon pe first stoole, whanne pei
shewen mannis innocence. And pat man is ordeyned of him to
blis, for pis stoole is long and narows, and makip alle be preestis
pat shal be saved. And pis lastip round wip man, for it shal
ever be wip him in blis. Pis stoole is derkid for a tyme bi
wickid Lif pat man hap, but it is clerid bi good aungels, and
good men pat serven God. Man is clopid pus wip vertues, and
panne men seen afer pis stoole, for men gessen he shall be saaf,
for good pat comep of his vertues. Pis ryng pat is upon pe

1 So E, G, H, Q; belpid, A. 3 partener, G ; parceynere, 1.

a No passage corresponding to found in the Pentateuch; but see
the reference in the text is to be  Wisd. ii. 2, and 2 Macc, vii. 28.
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fyngir, is bileve in sutile werkes, to maken man to disserven

hevene for short werkes pat he doip heere. And jif pis hope
turne to bileve pat pis man shal be saaf, panne bope pis stoole
and pis ryng ben brougt forp to mannis sijt, how man is weddid
wip Crist, pe which is spouse to holi Chirche. And pis man
synnep not aftir, as Adam dide not, ne pe apostlis, but 3if it be
ligt veniel synne, pat lettip not pis stoole or wedding. Pat
mannis feet be hilid wip shoon, pat hap mynde of dede seintis,
and is bope hardi and redi to renne after Crist in his cause.
Dis fat calf pat men shulden ete, is Cristis bodi pat men offren,
and so it is pe sacrid oost, pat is in figure Cristis bodi. Crist
was deed in his tyme, and ordeynede for to fede men goostli bi
his bodi, for it is fat breed herto. And pus God wip his
aungels is glad of pis jonger sone.

But pis eldere sone, whanne pe fadir and pe jonger sone
eeten pus, was in pe feld of literal witt pat pei 3yven to Goddis
lawe, And Jewis han 3it dedeyn of Cristene men, as Poul seip.
Pes melodies pat weren maad ben stiryngis of pe Hooli Goost,
as upon Witt-Sunday pe apostlis knewen alle langagis, and
symphonye and croude weren herd whanne apostlis knewen alle
wittis, and per was maad a greet soun, whanne pe Holi Goost
taugte hem. pis eldere sone clepide oon pat servede to his
songer bropir, whanne men of pe olde lawe herden Petre, pat
was of bope, telle how pis comyng of pe Goost was profesied
bi olde profetis. But 3it pe fadirs of pe olde lawe hadden
dedeyn of his comyng, and seiden pat pei hadden served
God many geer ful stabli and 3it he fouchide! nevere
saaf to fede hem pus wip a kide, for manna and pask lomb
weren but figuris to pis calf. But bifore pe daie of dome shal
Jewis be reconcelid to Crist, whanne he shal telle hem of his
witt, how he hap ordeyned hem to blisse. And letting of Anti-
crist shal bi grace be putte awey ; for coveitise of pe pope lettip
pe Jewis to turne to Crist. And so pis eldere sone is evere wip
God bi sum part, sip Crist took his manheed of kynde of pis
eldere sone. And it helpip moche here for to knowe a greet
persone, and now bi oo part and now bi anoper verifie wordis
of pis gospel, as pe kynde of Jewis is now clepid eldere and

! vouchide, G. ’
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i now jongere, for per ben diverse resouns of bigynnyng and
ending of hem, And so for Crist and hise apostlis was pis sop,
pat alle myne be pine. And for oper parties of pis grete
persone was pis soip, pat he grutchide. And so pis jonger
bropir was deed bi synne, and quykened bi grace; and so ech
word of pis gospel is sop to witt of pis parable.

be MoNEDAY GOSPEL IN bE PRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLX.]

Quanta audivimus—Luc. iv. [23.]

Pis gospel tellip how Crist answeride to objectis of false
Jewis. Luk tellip how pei calengiden Crist to do myraclis in
his contre, sip he wrougte miraclis in Capharnaum, pat was fer
fro Bedleem®. And pus tellip Luk, pat Jewis seiden, How
many pingis we han herd maad of pee in Capharnaum, make
pou and here in pi cuntre, and shewe pou pus here pi power.
But Jesus seide unto hem, Sopli ¥ seie to jou, pat no man pro-
Dhete is accepted in kis contre. In treupe Y seie fo 30u, mony
widews's weren in Helyes daies in Israel, whanne hevene was closid
fro reyn pree jeer and sixe monebis, whanne greet hungir was
maad in al pe lond ; but lo noon of pes widewis was Hely sent,
but in to Sarepta of Sidon fo @ womman widewe, as e book of
Kingis tellip. And many mesilis weren in Israel undir Elisee
pe profete, and noon of hem was clensid of Helisee but Naaman
of Siri.  And bi pis wolde Crist seie pat God doip not wipoute
cause, ne bi personel accepcioun, but comunli for merit bifore,
and so pis puple is unworpi to have miraclis maad of me. And
pus we taken as bileve, pat pe Jewis ben 3it unworpi to be taken
to Goddis grace, fer greet synne pat pei diden in Crist. And
80 pei ben worpi to have false popis, and yvel prelatis, pat letten
hem to turne to Crist; and God woot whanne pis synne shal

s The comment below, on v. 39, this gospel was Jerusalem, instead
shows that the writer carelessly of Nazareth.

assumed that the city mentioned in
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have ende. For, as God knowip grevouste of synne, so he
knowip lengpe of his peyne.

And alle men in pe synagoge, pat herden pes wordis of Crist,
weren fulfillid of ire ; and pousten pat he jugide hem unworpi
to be helpid. And pei risen, and castiden him out wipouten per
citee, pat was Jerusalem ; and pef ledden him 1o pe top of pe hill
above which per citee was bildid for to caste him doun hedling.
But Crist passinge forp out wente poury pe myddil of kem. And
lerne we here pat God doip not bi acceptyng of persones, but for
ping doon bifore, whos qualite is oonli knowun to him. For
who woot how many persones assentiden to pis synne, and
how myche helpe men hadden of opers pat reversiden it? And
pus it is of synne and meritis, pat ben unknowun to us here.

PE TEWISDAY GOSPEL IN PE PRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXI.]

Respiciens Jesuses —Mart. xviii. [15.]

P1s gospel of Mathew tellip how men shal snybbe synne;
but mennis lawis letten pis cours, pat pis gospel is not holden.
Jesus biholdinge his disciplis seide to Symount Peter, and in him
to ech Cristene man, 3if pi bropir synne azens jee, go pou and
snybbe him bitwixe pee and him aloone ; 3if he heere pee, wel ;
pou hast wonnen pi broper to God. And 3if he heere pee not now,
take to pee oon or fwo, so pat in pe moup of fwo or pree witnessis
stonde evry word, pat here is spoke. And if ke heere not pes
witnessis, sete fo pe Chirchke, pat is comunte of Cristene men;
and 3if he heere not pe Chirche, be he to pee as an hepene man and
publican.  Sopli ¥ seie fo 3ou, what kynne pingts 3¢ bynden above
pe erpe, shal be bounden in hevene, and what kynne pingis 3¢ un-
binden above pe erpe shal be loosid tn hevene. Eft ¥ seie to 30u,

* So E and Q; A has synagogis.

» In the Sarum Missal (as also in
the Roman, ) this gospel is, as it were,
prefaced by the following words,
not found in the Vulgate, but evi-
dently introduced in order to explain

the change of number in the fifteenth
verse from ‘¢ vestrum’ to *tuus’:—
‘In illo tempore, Respiciens Jesus
in discipulos suos, dixit Simoni
Petro.”
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bat if two of jou consente above erpe of ech ping, whatever pei
axen, 1f shal be done to heim* of my fadir pat is in heven. For
wher ben two or pree gedrid in my name, per ¥ am in pe myddil
of hem. DPanne Petir comyng fo Crist, seide, Sire, how ofle shal
my broper synnen in me, and ¥ shal foryyve him 7 Wher pis
shal be 10 sevene tymes 2 And Jesus serde fo him, ¥ sete not lo pee
Bl sevene sipis, but il sevents sipis and sevene,

In pis gospel ben pree pingis which Cristen men shulde marke
to hem. Pe first part of pis gospel makip ende of Cristis
ordre; so pat sum gospel tellip how we shulden love, and sum
tellip how we shulden snybbe; and whatevere be more in any
ordre is superflue wipout witt?, Love pou pi frend, and pi
enemye, and whanne evere pou woost pat man trespassip in
pee, pou shalt snybbe him, as pis gospel tellip pee. Ech man
pat pou woost pat synnep, synnep in God and in ech man.
And so, what tyme pat pou knowist pat any man synnep in pee,
pou shuldest snybbe ® him bi 3ou silf, whanne tyme and oper
pingis wolen suffrte. And so it semep to many men, pat pes
newe lawes and newe ordres contrarien pis gospel, and so pei
ben ajens bileve. Many newe lawis ben maad to susteyne pes
newe ordris, pat lettip sich snybbing? as pe gospel tellip here.
For it is ofte knowun to men, pat per breperen synnen ajens
hem ; and 3if men snybben® hem of peir synne, pei seien pei
have a sovereyne, as a priour or an abbot, pat shulde knowe
in pis trespas; and pis fallip not to pis bropir, but 3if he wole
reverse pis ordre. And myche more 3if he snybbe® pe pridde
tyme and pe fourpe tyme, for panne ofte sipis his breperen
shulden leeven comunyng wip per abbot, and fle him as an
hepene man; but how shulden pes ordres stonde pus? And
pis fallip in chapitre lawe, and ech punishing of monei. And
so, 3if pis gospel wente forp, alle pes pingis shulden be fordone.
And here ben many mannis lawis made of defamynge of men,
and pel wip practisynge of hem shulden perishe bi pis gospel.
Here men penken pat pes newe lawes and pes newe ordris
shulden ceese, and so pei don myche harm to alle oper and to
hem silf. And so ech man shulde snybbe pes ordris, and oper

! bem, Q. 2 wibouten ony wit, E. ? undirnyme, E. * undir-
nyming, E. 5 undirnyme, E. 8 for, Q.
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men pat maynteynen hem; for pis reule pat pis gospel tellip
is betere pan ony privy snybbing. And 3if men loveden al pe
gospel, it were of more strengpe pan pes ordres.

Pe secounde part of pis gospel tellip how preestis shul loose
and bynde. Pei shulden do pus above pe erp, accordingli to
Goddis wille ; and so whatever pei tellen pe peple pat pei loosen
or bynden pus, pe Chirche and ech man shulde suppose pat
it is doun pus in heven. But 3if pei doon for men or money,
or unknowing ! of per dede, pei done not pus above erpe, but
in pe erpe or binepe pe erpe, and noon shulde strive for pis
power. For God mut first do pis dede.

De pridde part of bis gospel tellip how ofte men shulden
forsyve. And men shulden forjyve peir wrongis as ofte as men
synne in hem?; but God wole nevere forgyve his wrong, but
3if men thaken aseep to God. And to seie opynli pat pou
forgyvest pis synne in God, is an open blasfemye, but 3if God
telle pee pat he doip so, and bidde publishe Goddis wille, pat
God himsilf foryyve pis synne. And pus love daies® of many
damages ® ben comunli a3ens pis gospel, for man shulde forzyve
freeli pe harm pat is doon ajens him, and entirmete not of
Goddis injurieb; for God oonli mai foryyve pis. And so, as
Austyn notip, ech pat synnep in maundement of God synnep
bope asens God and agens ech of his breperen. And so en-
leven sipis sevene, pat is pe first noumbre after ten, maken
seventi and sevene. And so wolde Crist seie bi pes wordis,
pat how ofte ony man synnep in ony comandement, and so he
synnep agens us, we shulden forzyve oure injurie, and be aboute
to amende him.

1 for unknowynge, E ? trespassen azens bem, E. 3 mannis

damage, E

. & +Love-day’ is explained in Hal-
liwell’s Dictionary as a ‘day ap-
pointed for the settlement of differ-
énces by arbitration.” A quotation
from Gower follows,—

¢ But helle is fulle of suche discorde
That ther may be no love-day.

The word occurs also in Chaucer.
The meaning here seems to be, that

to a] pomt any prescribed number
ys of penance within which

an offence agamst God may be ex-
piated, is to *entirmete of Goddis
injurie,” and not allowable.

b One might suppose Wyclif to
have read the famous apophth
in Tacxtus. ‘ Deorum injuriae diis
curae.’
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ON WEDNESDAY IN PRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXIL]

Accesserunt ad Jesum.~—Marr. xv. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist reprovede veyn religioun of Pha-
riseis. Matheu tellip how?, Per camen fro Jerusalem Scribis and
Pharisers, and accusiden Crist in hise apostlis of breking of per
religioun. Pes seiden fo Crist, Whi pi disciplis breken pe mande-
meniis of oure eldris, for pei waishen not per hondis whanne pei
eten breed? And Crist seide ayen to hem, But whi breken 3e
Goddis maundement, for soure veyn Iradicioun? For God bad
worshipe pi fadir and pi modir, and who ever cursip hiz fadir
or his modir, die he yvel dep. And 3¢ seten in youre lore, Who-
evere seip o his fadir or his modir, What kyne 3ifte is of me it
schal profite to pee, and noon oper; and so, 3tf ke worshipe noi
kis fadir and his modir, bi kepyng of pis tradicioun, he an-
swerep wel, for his kepyng pat he doip to pis mannis lawe.
And so, sip 3¢ Phariseis han goodis fallinge to 3oure ordre, and
not propre to jou silf, 3e helpen not joure fadir and modir.
And pus 3¢ avoiden Goddis heeste bi joure veyn tradicioun. O 3¢
ypocritis, wel propheciede of you Fsay, and seide, Pis puple wor-
shipih me wip per lippes, for pei bidden many bedis, dut per
herte is fer fro me. And wipoulen cause pei worshipen me, for
sip God is Spirit and treupe, wipoute feyning wole he be wor-
shiped; and pus pes Phariseis tecken loris and mandementis of
men. And pis pes Phariseis don to dai. For 3if pes ordres
geten nevere so myche good, pei seien pat al is per ordris, and
it were a deedli synne to scatire pes goodis in pe world. But
in per ordre shal pei be dispendid, as if pei weren sunken into
helle, but summe be stoolen, and summe be murperid, and
summe ben rotun for defaute of uss. And j3if pei 3yven ougt
to per pore kyn, opere seien pat pei ben cursid; or pei moten

! Soin E; A includes these three words in the quotation.
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bave of per prelat more leeve to do pis rigt, pan?! pei axen
of per priour to breke pe mandement of God.

But Jesus clepide fo him pe puple, and seide, Heere 3e, and
undirstonde.  Nol mete pat entrip info pe moup fuylip a man
in his soule, but pat pat comep out of pe moup, pat ping fuylip
a man. Panne Cristis disciplis camen, and seiden to him, Pou
woost wel pal Fariseis, bi herynge of pis word, ben sclaundrid.
And Crist answeringe seide, Ech planiing pat my fadir of hevene
hap not planted, shal be drawun up b pe rote; as who seip, sip
pei camen in bi pe fend, and ben not groundid in Goddis lawe,
he shoulde not spare for tendernesse of hem to seie pe sope,
for pei moten faile. Swffre 3¢ hem, for pei ben blynde, and ledris
of blynde men. And pus riche men of pe world moten have
freris to per confessouris, and pei leden hem after per wynnyng
al biside Goddis lawe; and so pis puple? and per leders ben
blynde to go pe weie of Crist. For 3if a blynde lede pe blynde,
pet fallen bope in to pe lake. But Petir answeride, and seide o
Crist, Declare to us pis parable. And Crist seide, 36t 3¢ ben
wipout wiil, as Fariseis ? Ne undirstonden 3¢ nof, pat al mele
pat gotp into pe moup goip aftirward in to wombe, and is sent out
as departid filpe ; but po pat comen of pe moup comen out of pe
herte, and po ben pal foulen man. For of pe herte comen yvel
pouztis®, in yvel wordis; mansleyingis, avoulrieris?, leecheries,
beftes, fals witnessis, blasfemes. And pes sevene ben po pat foulen
man in his soule, but 10 etfe wip unwashen hondis foulip not pus
@ man. We shal wite pat Crist and hise disciplis wolden
waishen per hondis whanne pei eten, and algatis whanne pei
weren foule, sip Crist was moost honest man, But Crist tolde
not so myche bi pis as bi wasshinge of pe soule; for Crist dide
al ping in mesure, and chargide more pingis more nedeful.
But veyn ritis pes ordris chargen to myche, and per foul cus-
tumes; as Jewis waishen ofte per hondis, for sizt of Goddis
creature, but pei leften per soulis foule, bi foule poustis and
shrewid consciencis. And pus don pes ordres to dai; pei tellen
more bi per owne bekenyng® and bi per newe founden signes,
pan pei don bi Goddis heestis. And pus, wipouten resoun or

t banne, E. 2 peple, Q. ? So E; A excludes the sentence from
the quotation. * avowrres, E. ® bikenyng, E.
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cause, pes idel men don many of peir dedis; for brekyng of per
owne custumes pei chargen as a greet synne, but brekyng of
Goddis lawe pei chargen noust, or to litil. And sip love of
mannis workis is signe of love of her autor, pes ordris loven
more hem self? pan pei loven God pat 3af pe lawe; sip love and
kepyng of pe lawe, and love of pe maker, ben answering. And
pus in chesing of peir breperen, and of peir prelatis, pei taken
more heede pan in chesing of Goddis werkes. For pes false
men chargen mannis lawe; and so in chesing and lyvyng aftir,
and algatis in ende of per lyvyng, pei tellen whos knystis pei
ben, and how pei ben ful turned fro God. And lernyng of per
rotun lawis lettip to lerne Goddis heestis, For take pe bisy-
nesse pat pei han, to lerne and kepe per owne lawes; and 3if it
were turnid into Goddis lawis, pei mysten cunne betere Goddis
lawis. Asaye hem in ten comandementis, or in nedeful ping
to pe soule; and pou maist wite where pis be soip, pat mannis
ritis passen Goddis lawe in love and keping of pes ordris; and
panne pei ben veyn religioun.

b PURSDAI GOSPEL IN bE PRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXIII]

Operamini non cibum.—Jonx vi. [27.]

P1s gospel tellip of Crist, how he taugte pe soule fode. For
it is knowun bi pis gospel, pat per ben two metis; oon bodili
mete, bi which pe bodi is fed, anoper goostli mete, pe which
fedip mannis soule. And as mannis soule is betere pan pe bodi,
so pis secounde mete is betere pan pe firste; and so men
shulden take more hede to pis pan to pe first. Joon seip how,
Crist bad pat we shulden worche, not mete pat periship, but pat
mele pat lasiihp unio pe litf wipouten eende; pe which mete mannis
some shal 3yve unto Cristene men. Here shulden we undir-
stonden pat Crist forbede not bodili metis, sip he fedde ofte
pe puple bi miracle, and bi bodili mete, but Crist forbede

" Soin E; A has bem.
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bisynesse aboute sich bodili mete, and more love perof pan
love of goostli mete. Crist tellip here two skiles, to prove pat
goostli mete is betere. Oon, for bodili mete mut perishe, and
goostli mete lastip evere. Anoper, for goostli mete bringip man
to pe liif pat evere shal laste, but no bodili mete fedip a man
but for a tyme. Goostly mete lastip wip man, bope here and in
heven, sip vertues bigynnen here, and ben betere in hevene
wip man. But Crist techip his Godhede, whanne he seip pat
mannis sone shal gyve pis mete of vertues, for pei ben of
Goddis grace. Pis Crist markide God pe fadir, for to 3yve pe
mete of vertues.

Pes Jewis seiden herfore to Crist, What shulen we do, for fo
worche Goddis werkes? And Crist taugte hem pe ordre of
vertues, how pei shulden bigynne to worche. Pis 25 pe werk of
God, setp Crist, pat 3¢ trowen in him pat God senfe. And so
men shulden bigynne at bileve, pe which pei taken at manhede
of Crist; for bileve is ground to man, to stable oper vertues in
him. And sip bodili wittis of man ben ligter pan goostli wittis,
ordre axip to bigynne at pe manheed of Crist, and stye fro pis
manheede to pe Godhede of Crist. For noon bilevep in a man,
but 3if he leeve pat he is God. And herfore pei seiden to Crisi,
What signe doist pou, pat we see and trowe to pee? what ping
worchisi pou? Oure fadirs eelen aungels mete in desert, as it is
writun, God 3af hem breed of hevene lo ete. Perfore Jesus seide
to hem, Forsope, forsope, I seie to 3ou, Moises 3af 3ou not breed
Jrom hevene, but my fadir yyvep 3ou verri breed fro hevene. As
Crist hap spoken of goostli mete, so he shulde speke of goostli
breed. And as breed is ground of mannis mete, so bileve is
ground of mete of soule. And sip Crist is pis first bileve,
verrili Crist is breed. For Goddis breed is pat ilke pat comep
doun fro hevene, and 3yvep Lif 1o pe world.

Crist spekip not 3it of pe sacred oost, sip on Shire Pursdaie
he ordeynede it. And so it is nedeful to men to knowe, how
ofte breed is taken. Itis seid comunli pat breed is taken on
foure maneres. First, for breed pat men usen and maken for
to fede per bodi. Also, for al manere of virtue, but speciali for
bileve. Also, for cause of pis virtue, as teeris' ben clepid of

4 teris, E.
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God breed®. Also, pe sacrid oost is clepid breed in Goddis
lawe; and pus pe myddil persone of God is breed, for he
foundip bileve. And pus pe oost of pe auter is verri breed, to
many wittis; it is breed maad of whete, and eke it is Goddis
bodi; and so it groundip bileve, and it is an object of virtues.
But flee to clepe pis breed, accident wipouten suget. And pus
men worchen vertues whanne pei traveilen in peir soule, and
heeren wordis of God, or worchen to vertues pat in hem is.
And pe Jawis seiden to Crist, For evere 3yve us pis breed. And
Sesus seide to hem, ¥V am Breed of Uisf ; ke pat comep to me shal not
kungre, and he pat irowip in me shal nevere be apirst,  And here
men treten comunli how pis breed shal be eeten. It shal be
chewid ® in moup of soule, for tretid godeli bi skilis; and sip it
shal be hid in mynde, as mete is hid in mannis stomake, and
pere move men to worche werkes of love as God biddip; and
aftir it passip to alle lymes of men, and turnep man into God. For,
as Austyn tellip here ¢, pis breed variep from oper breed. Opir
breed is pikke, partid, and turned into oper kynde; and after it
is turned into his bodi pat etip it. But pis breed, pat is Crist,
etun goostl of man, mai not wende pes pree weies. For he mai
not be pus partid, ne turned in anoper kynde, ne pus drawun
into mannis bodi; but he turnip man into him, as man turnep
mete into his bodi. But over, sip pis beste breed is ground of
alle vertues of man, how faste shulde a man holde clere bileve
of pis breed! And 3if we sefen pat so we doon, for Crist
biddip us worche pis mete, nepeles oure liif and dedis beren
witnes agens us here. For to fewe men ben now, pat ne pei
hadden levere heere and lerne veyn lore biside pis, ban for to
lerne pe lore of Crist; as pes men shewen, pat studien mannis
lawe, and leven Goddis lawe, and doen more worship to
mannis lawe, pan pei don to Goddis lawe; and however men
excuse hem, pes ben heretikes out of bileve. And herfor many
Cristen men dispisen pes lawes for Goddis lawe, and worshipen

& Can the reference be to Gen, ° S. Aug. In Jobannis Ev. Tract.
i.297? xxv. ¢ Non ergo Moyses dedit panem

b He means to say; chewing in de coelo; Deus dat panem. Sed
the mouth of the soul must be in- quem panem? forte manna? Non,
| terpreted, discreetly treating and rea-  sed panem quem significavit manna,
! soning upon. ipsum scilicet Dominum Jesum.'
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it wip al per myjt, bope in drede and in love. But how! many
enemyes hap God, to turne men fro pis lawe ?!

ON FRIDAY IN PE PRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXIV.],

Oporiebal Jesum transire—JOHN iv. [4.]

Prs gospel of Joon tellip a story pat conteynep myche witt.
Joon seip how, Jesus moste passe poury Samarte. And so ke cam
tnlo a citee, pat was clepid Stear, biside pe place pat facod 3af
Joseph his sone:  And per was pe welle of facob. And fesus was
wery of pe wete, and sat pus upon pe welle. And pe hour of pe daie
was as pe sixte. Per cam a womman of Samarye to drawe waler
at pe welle. And Jesus seide o pis womman, 3yve me to drynke.
And disciplis of Crist wenten inlo pe citee fo bie hem mete ; for pei
snokiden not fro hous to hous and beggiden mete, as freris
doon. He, Jesus, sittinge on pe welle and spekinge aloone wip
pe womman, beggide water of pis womman, as heretikes here
feynen, for pat Crist was drunken over nyjt, pat wolde pus,
fastinge, drynke coold water. For Crist hadde ben drunken and
wood, 3if he hadde beggid wipouten cause, sip his Fadir for-
beed sich begging. And Crist was Lord of al pis world, and
3if pe Lord axe drynke of his servaunt, who wolde seie pat he
beggide of him? But pis womman of Samarie serde to Crist, as
she were taugte of heretikes, How pou, sip pou art a few, axist
to drynke of me pat am a womman of Samarie? for [Jewss usen
not fo dele wip Samaritanes. Jesus answeride, and seide to her,
35f pou knewe pe 3i/% of God, how God hap take fleish for love
of man, and who is ke pat seth to pee, 3 yve me fo drynke, peraven-
ture pou shuldist axe of him, and he shulde 3yve pee water of lirf.
And pe womman seide to him, Sire, pou hast not whereinne fo

1 now, E, Q. * Q adds the following words, not found in A or E;
Certis non erpeliche man knowi} fullicke, but pou, Lord, wost be sobe.  Perfore,
good God, belpe bi chirche, sip it was nevere more nede.
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drawe water, and pe welle is ful deep ; and wherof hast pou quvk
waler 7 Quik water is clepid of Crist, springinge water, as
water of wellis. And pus seide pis womman to Crist, Wher pou
be more pan our fadir Jacob, whick jaf fo us pis welle? and he
drank perof, and his children, and hise beestis. Crist answeride,
and seide 1o hir, Ech pat drynkip of pis water shal be pirsti azen;
but ke pal drynkip of pe water pat ¥ shal 3yve him wipouten cende
shal not priste ; but pe water pat ¥ shal yyve him skal be maad
in him a welle of water, springing into lif ay lasting. And pe
womman seide fo him, Sire, 3yve me pis waler, pat ¥ prist not, and
come not hidir to drawe. And Jesus seide lo pis womman, Go, and
clepe pi housebonde, and come hidir. De womman answeride, and
setde, ¥ have noon housebonde. And fesus setde fo htr, Pou seidest
wel, pat ¥ have noon housebonde. For pou hast hadde fyve house-
bondis, and now he pat pou hast is nol pi housebonde ; pis pou
seidist sopli.  And pe womman seide to him, Sire, ¥ see pat pou
art a prophete.  Oure fadirs preteden in pis hill, and 3¢ seien, pal
al Jerusalem s place, where men moten prete.  And Jesus seide fo
kir, Womman, trowe pou to me, pal tyme shal come, whanne 3¢
shulen netper in pis hill, ne in ferusalem, prete pe fadir. 3e
preien pat 3¢ knowen not ; we preien pat we knowun ; for helpe is
of pe Jawis. But fyme is comen, and now il is, whanne trewe
preiyng men shulen preie pe fadir in spirit and freupe, Pat man
preiep God in spirit, pat preiep him wipinne in herte; and he
preiep God in treupe, pat axip ping nedeful for his soule. For
pe Fadiy sechip? siche, pat preien him on pis manere. God is
a spiri¥, and pes men pat presen him, moten prete kim in spirtt and
treupe.  Pe womman seide panne fo Crist, ¥ woot pat Messias §s
comen, pe which is clepid Crist; and whanne he shal come, he
shal telle us alle pingis. Jesus seide to pis womman, ¥ am he pat
speke wip pee.

And ancon cam his disciplis, and wondriden pat he spak wip
e womman; nepeles no man seide to him, What sekist pou,
or, What spekist pou wip hir 7 And pe womman lefte her pott,
and wente into pe citer, and seide fo po men, Come 3ee, and se
pai man pal hap told me al pat ¥V have doon ; wher he be Crist ?

Y sekip, B,
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Pei wenten out of pe citee, and camen lo him. And in pe mene
tyme his disciplis preieden him, Maistir, ele pou. And Jesus seide
fo hem, ¥ have mele lo ele pat 3¢ knowen not. And his' disciplis
seiden logidere, Wher ony man have broust him mele fo ele P fJesus
seide to his disciplis, My mele 15 lo do pe wille of pe fadir pat hap
sent me, pat ¥V do at pe fulle Ais werk. Wher 3¢ seien not, pat per
ben foure monehis fo hervest, and ripe corn is comen? Lo, I seie to
sou, lifte up Sour eryen, and se pe contreis, for pei ben now white to
repe. And he pat repip takip mede, and gederip fruyt into lif
wipouten eende, pat bope he pat sowip, and he pal repip, joie lo-
gidere. In pis ts pe word sop, pat he is oper pat sowih, and opir
s ke pat repip. V¥V have sent jou fo repe ping pat 3¢ han not
traveilid ; oper men han fraveilid, and 3¢ han entrid into per
traveidlss.

And of pat citee trowiden many in Crist of pe Samaritanes, for
pe word of pe womman pat bar witnesse, pat Crist hadde fold hir
al pat she hadde doon. And whanne Samarifanes hadden come to
Crist, pei preteden him lo dwelle pere ; and Crist dwelte pere two
dates. And many moo trowiden in kim, for his word pat he spake
o hem ; and pei seiden fo pe womman, pal, Now not for pi specke
we frowen in pis profete; for we han herd, and we wilen pat ke
s very saviour of pe world.

Ech word of pis storie is ful of witt, whoso takip hede. And
50 it were betere to freris to wite what pis storiec menede, pan
pus to blasfeme on Crist, pat he beggede pis water of pis
womman. Crist is a curteis frend, pat whoso etip and drinkep
wip him, Crist wole ete and drynke agen, and conforte him for
to ete. And so pis speche wip pis womman was not maad of
wantonnes, but for to figure to pe apostlis how pei shulden
preche to hepene folk. And so men pat speken wel to
prechours, to profit of pe Chirche, 3yven to drinke to Crist and
to hise, al3if pei 3yven hem noo coold water. And pus pis
womman 3af drynke to Crist, for of oper drynke reden we not
here. And so freris shulden drynken to pe puple pe gospel, and
treupe of Goddis lawe, and leve siche blasfemes and dremes,
bi which pe puple is empoisouned. For oper seintis bifore us

! So E: om, A.
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weren scribis of God, and moveden pe puple to take of us pe
lore of God; and we shulden repe pis ripe corn. And sich
traveil in pis hervest were worp to gete to blisse of hevene; and
not begging of oper corn, and levyng to teche Goddis lawe.
But many comen to repe redy corn, whanne pei preche not to
profit of pe folk, but to spuyle hem of per goodis, and to foile
hem wip many synnes,

PE SATIRDAI GOSPEL IN bE DRIDDE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXV.]

Perrexit Jesus.~Jonn viil. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how pat Crist savede a womman, and tauste
his Chirche. Joon seip how, Jesus wente-into pe hil of Olyvete,
and efte in pe grev morewnyng® he cam ayen info pe temple. And
here we ben taugte to preie and penke on God bifore we
prechen. And al pe puple cam to Crist, and he sitting lfauyte hem.
And Phariseis and scribis browyten a womman, taken in avoutrie,
and pei puttiden her in pe myddil, and pet seiden to Crist, Maistir,
Jis womman 1s now faken tn avoulrie. Bul tn pe lawe Moises bad
us stone siche a womman, but what seist pou here? And pes pingis
pei seiden, lempting him, pat pei myslen accuse him. For pei
hadden graunt *# of Crist pat he wolde algatis have mercy, and
pat he wolde kepe Moises lawes; but pei pousten pat pe toon of
pes he muste forsake, and so he shulde algatis be taken in his
owne wordis, or in his dedis. Buf Jesus bowyng doun, wip his
Jfymgir wrool in pe erpe. And whanne pei dwelten axing him, he
reride him, and seide to hem, He pal is wipoute synne of 3ou cast
ke first a stoon on kir. And ¢ft Crist, bowyng him, wrool in pe
erpe, as he dide first®. And pei heeryng wenten awei oon afler

Y foulen, Q, E. * mornyng, E. 3 grauntid, Q, E. * Soin
E; A includes the four words in the quotation.

a Means,— they had made sure.
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ancper, bigynnynge at pe eldersi; and Jesus lefte aloon, and pe
womman stonding in pe myddil. And fesus rerynge him up, seide
pus to pe womman, Womman, wher ben pei pal accusiden pee? no
man hap dampned pee.  And she seide, No man, Sire. And Jesus
seide lo her, And ¥ shal not dampne pee; go pou, and now nyle pou
Ssynne more afir.

And here men douten comunli, how Moises lawe and mennis
lawe kepen ristwisnesse of God, in dampnyng of wickide men;
sip it were betere to pe Chirche pat men pat wolden profite perto,
and kepe hem after fro sich synne, weren saved on lyve and
not pus deed; how panne is pis lawe riztful? Here men seien
pat Goddis lawe is just, bope pe olde lawe and pe newe, but of
mannis lawe pei seien not so, but supposen pat it be often
unjust. And 3it pes pat shulden holde Goddis lawe, synnen
ofte in uss of it. But pis we taken as bileve, pat Goddis lawe is
ever good, and men synnen not in uss of it, but 3if per synne
bifore be cause. And herfore justisis of ech lawe ! shulden be
rigtwis and clene of Liif ; for God mut reule men of pe lawe, how
pei shulen juge in ech caas. And jugement of mannis lawes ben
comunli fals now. For Crist wolde, for pe tyme of grace, pat
men shulden turne men bi preching, and good lif and clene of
preestis, wipouten sich feyned lawes. And so jugementis ben
alle yvel, or many of hem; and pus preestis shulden fle pis, and
take pe certeyn weie of Crist.

But on pis men douten ofte how pat pes shriftes camen in,
For Goddis lawe spekip not but of schrift maad to God, and of
general shrifte to men, and to stire hem to leve per synne; and
pes shriftes ben ofte betere for pis pan pes newe rownyngis.
Here men seien, 3if pei dursten, pat noo shrifte pat now is usid
is good to man, but in as myche as it lettip man to synne. And
so 3if prestis prechiden faste as Crist hap ordeyned hem to
preche, it semep pat pis were ynows, wip general confessioun.
And so, al if it do good, nepeles it doip myche harm, for con-
fessores han her menes to spuyle pe peple bi symonye, and to
foyle? hem many weies bi coveitise and lecherie. And so no
drede ordenaunce of Crist were betere pan pes newe lawes. For,
as Crist seip to pis womman, ende of pis confessioun is sorewe

1 So E; A has lawes. 2 foule, Q, E.
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for synne pat is don, and fle for to synne after. And pis mut
God do algatis bi gyvynge of his grace; and he jyvep gladlyer
his grace to men pat kepen his ordenaunce, pan he doip to oper
men pat leeven it, and kepen mannis.

Muse we not what Crist wroot here, as sum men dremen pat
he wroot first pe lawe, and after he wroot pe foule synnes pat
pes accusatours hadden don, and movede hem to shame of
hem, and so flee out of pe place®. But howevere God or-
deynede of pis, it is lickeli of bileve pat Crist wroot here as
myche as was nedeful us to cunne, and kepe we pat as ynows.
And muse we not aboute uncerteyn pyngis?, for sich veyn
curiouste were a tempting of God.

bE MONEDAY GOSPEL IN BbE FOURPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXVI.]

Prope_;ral Pascha.—Jonx ii. [13.]

p1s gospel tellip what Crist dide to reprove synne of pe
Chirche. Joon tellip pat, Pask was ny3, a feeste dat of pe Jewis,
and Jesus wente up to ferusalem. And fond men biyng and sellyng
in pe temple, shecp, and neet, and dowves, and momyours sittinge.
And whanne ke hadde maad as a scourge of smale cordis, he casle
al out of pe temple.

And here Crist shewide his regaly? and taugte how lordis
shulde chastise symonye, and oper synnes pat ben usid in pe
Chirche. For sip clerkis ben lege men to kingis in whos londis
pei ben inne, kyngis han power of God to punishe hem in

1S E; om. A,

& S, Austin gives several possible
explanations of the  writing on the
ground,’ all beautiful, spiritual, and
inspired by a devout and refined
imagination. The medieval com-
mentators were coarser and more
positive. De Lyra suggests, follow-
ing other writers, that Christ wrote

1 yegalie, E, Q.
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Goddis cause, bope in bodi and in catel; and pis figurip Cristis
dede. Pes preestis sillen sheep, pat in pe Chirche feynen
symple liif, pat pe puple shulde offre to hem, more pan for pe
love of God. And pes preestis sillen oxen, pat doon grete
werkes and stronge, to be holden pilleris of pe Chirche, and
champiouns in Goddis cause. And 3if pei doon siche worldli
dedes for to gete name of pe world, and not for love of Cristis
Chirche, panne pei ben enemyes to God.  As, 3if bishopis figten
now, and ben arayed in hors and meyne, or ben greet in hous-
hold, and oper pingis to fede pe world, pei ben enemyes to
Crist, and not in pis sutours of him. Pes men sillen dowves,
pat sillen werkes of preestis, as sacraments, and oper werkes pat
longip hem for to do. For dowve bitokenep pe Holi Goost, and
tellip how prestis shulden worche freely. And pis chaffaryng
wip dowves is not oonly bi selling of chirchis, but in prechinge
and shryvyng, and wel ny3 infalle werkes of preestis, as
halowyng of chirches, and auteris, and visiting, wip oper japis.
So pat holi chirche were betere pat sich japis weren not
uside, for pes preestis bi siche japis fuylen hem and harmen
pe puple. And as Crist cast out of pe itemple sheep and
neet, bi bodili strengpe, and shedde out meiale of monyours, bi
which pei chaffariden in pe temple, so lordis shulden wipdrawe
mater of pis synne of preestis, For ellis pei maynteyneden pis
synne, and disusiden a3ens God goodis pat pei shulden be lordis
of, and pus pei harmeden hem and pe chirche. And panne pei,
turnen doun pes bordis, whanne pei distrien per menes bi whiche
pis synne shulde be nurishid, to harm of pe rewme and of pe
Chirche. And pus seculer men shulde seie to preestis pat sillen
pus dowves, Take 3¢ pes pingis hennes. For pus bad Crist to
teche us; for sip pe hous of pe Fadir of hevene shulde be
figure of Goddis dede, and God mut nedis do freeli, and chaf-
fere not wip sich pingis, pes men pat chaffaren pus blasfemen
fouli’ in God. And so pe kous of koli chirche shulde not be hous
of chaffaring.

And disciplis of Crist pousten over how 1l was writtun, in be
Salme, De 2ele of ipocritis in Goddis hous kap eten Crist in’])eir

1 foule, E.
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lyvyng. For pei feynen of alle per dedis pat pei ben Cristis
werkes, and pus pei lyven bi title of Crist, and geten al per
chaffare here. And so per feestis and oper dedis ben fals fruyte
of Cristis liif, and pus pei eten falseli Crist bi per feyned
ypocrisie. And pes wordis mai pe Sone seie to his Fadir of
false preestis; for pei feynen pat it is love pat pei han to Goddis
hous, but it is foul envie and coveitise of ypocritis. And so pei
bacbiten Crist, and eten false goodis feyned of him.

And kerfore pe Jewt's answeriden, and seiden to Crist, What signe
shewist pou to us, patl pou doist pes maistris? Jesus answeride,
and seide 1o hem, Undo 3 pis temple, and in pree daies ¥V shal reise
it. Herfore seiden pe Jewis, In fourti and sixe jeer was pis temple
bildid, and shall pou reise it in pree daies? But Crist seide of pe
temple of his bods, and pei meneden of pat material temple. And
whanne Crist kadde arisen fro deed, panne his disciplis pouslen on
pat Crist seide pes wities, and pei trowiden to pe writing, and 1o pe
word pal Jesus serde. And whanne Crist was in Jerusalem in Pask,
many trowiden in his name, seyinge pe signes pat he dide, But Jesus
trowide nol himsilf to hem, for he knew alle men, and for it was no
nede o kim pat ony shulde bere witnesse of man, for ke wiste what
was in man ;—sip he wiste of ech man what he shal do, bope
good and yvel, and so he hadde no nede of spies, to wite what
men spaken of him. And herfore Crist trowide not in? him-
silf to hem, pat pei weren trewe in his love. And of pis tixt mai
men take, what signe Crist shewide of his dedis. For Crist bi
his manhede telde of his suffryng and his dep, and bi autorite of
hem Crist spak and dide his dedis. And pus preestis feynen
falseli pat pis lordship and glorie of pis world longip to patri-
monye of Crist, pat was don upon cross®..  And as pes blas-
femes mai speke, pei sclaundren Crist in peir speche,

! om. Q, E. 2 be crosse, E.
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ON TEWISDAI IN FOURPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXVIL]

Jam die festo mediante.—Joun vii. [14.]

P18 gospel tellip how Crist spake to pe Jewis upon resoun,
and reprovede per synne which pei baren in per herte. Joon
seip pat, Jesus wenie into pe temple after pe feste, and faute, what
men shulden do, and what ping men shulden flee. Pis feste
was a mene, and made redi to Cristis word; for summe herden
Cristis word bi per comyng to pis feste. And pe Jewis hadden
woundir, and seiden, How can he pis leltris sip he hap lerned
noon?  Jesus answeride fo hem, and seide, My lore is not myn, but
his pat senfe me. 1t is seid pat Auctour of alle seip pat his lore
is not his, for it is not principali his, but it is Goddis pat sente
him, And sum tyme Crist spekip bi his manhede, and sum
tyme he spekip in fourme of his Godhede. And wolde God
pes heretikes in matir of pe sacrid oost conseyveden pis speche,
and understonden wel Ambrose, pat seip pis oost is not breed
after pat it is sacrid, for it is not aftir principali breed#, but pe
bodi of Crist, bi vertue of his wordis, and panne shulden pei
shame aftir peir feyned accidentis .

35f ony man wole do pe wille of God, he shal wite of pis lore,
wher it be of God, or I speke of mysilf, for to hye my manheed.
He pat spekip of kimsilf, ke sekip his owne glorie; but ke pat sekip
pe glorie of God pat sente him, pis is a trewe man, and unriyt iy
not in him. 3af not Moises to 30u a lawe, and noon of sou doihp
be lawe? Whi seke 3¢ fo sle me ? and God bad 3e shulde not sle.
Ve puple answeride, and seide, Pou hast a devele ; who sekip to slee
pee? Sum peple lovede Crist, as folk whos hertis God movede,
and sum weren hired of pe hize preestis for to hate and slee
Jesus. Jesus answeride, and seide to hem, ¥ dide a werk, on pe

! The words and ——accidentis have been neatly erased in Q.
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haliday, and 3¢ alle kan wondir. Perfore Moises 3af j0u circum-
cistoun ; not for il is of Moises, bui of fadris bifore, as Abraham
and oper fadris; and in pe Sabot 3¢ circumciden a man, and
holden pat Goddis lawe. And so, 3¢/ a man lake circumcisioun in
pe Sabot, and brekip not Moises lawe, how have 3¢ dedeyn lo me,
Sor ¥ made al pe man hool in pe Sabot ? Nyle 3¢ juge afier pe
JSace, bui juge 3¢ just jugement. And herfore seid sum men of Jerusa-
lem, Is not pis he pat pei seken to slee ? Lo, he spekip apertli, and
et seten noust fo him. Lord, wher pe princis of preestis han
knowen pat pis is Crist?  But it seme} pat pis is not Crist, for
knowing pat we han of him; for, Him we knowen of, whennes ke
15 ¢ but whanne Crist shal come, no man woot of whennes he .
And herfore Jesus criede, and lauste in pe temple, Bope 3¢ knowen
me, and of whenne® V am ; and ¥ cam not of mysilf, but ke is
trewe pat sente me, pe which 3¢ knowen not, as ye knowen not my
Godhede. [ knowe kim, and 3tf ¥ sete, ¥ knowe him not, I shal
be lith ou, a lyere, but ¥ knowe him, for I am of him, and he sente
me. And herfore pei soulen fo fake him, and no man leide hond
on hym, for his tyme was not 3it comen. But many of pe peple
trowiden in kim.  And bpus, 3if we leden Cristis liif, and trowen
in him, and in his wordis, we witen wel pat he bad not bie us
swerdis, to figte wip hem to slee oure breperen bodili, and venge
us on oure enemyes. Wel we witen pat al pursuyng pat Crist
hadde muste nedis be, but herfore pei ben not excusid, pat ne
pei synneden myche in Crist.

ON WEDNESDAY IN FOURpE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXVIIIL]

Practeriens Jesus.—Jonx ix. [1.]

pis gospel tellip how pe false Jewis pursueden Crist for a
miracle. Joon seip pat Jesus passinge saw a man blynde from
his birpe. And kis disciplis axiden him, Maistir, what synnede ?

L whennes, E.
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ke pis, or his eldris? pat he shulde be born blynd. Jesus an-
sweride, pal nether he pis ne his friendis synneden pus, bul pat
Goddss werkes be shewid in him. And so it semep pat alle men
ben punished moost for pis cause, sum men for to turn to good,
and sum men to make opir drede, and sum men to shewe
Goddis rigt, and his power upon men. ¥ mut worche my
Sadirs werkes pat hap sente me to pis ende, pe while pat it is dai ;
be ny3t comep, whanne noon mai worcke. And pis is sop; for
grace of Crist, pat is lijt to just man; and noon mai worche
medefulli longer pan he hap pis list. And pus seip Crist after-
ward, As long as ¥ am in pis world, I am li3t of pe world.
Whanne Crist hadde seid pes wordss, he spitte in pe erpe, and made
clay of pe spittyng, and clammyde® cley on his even, and seide to him,
Go and waishe pee in pe water of Siloe, pat is o sei, sent: pidir
weren men sent to bape hem and to swymme in peir pleie.
Perfore ke wente forp, and waishide, and cam azen seynge. And
50 his neisboris, and men pal sawen bifore, for ke beggide in
comune place, sesden, Is not pis he pat sat and beggide? Sum
men serden pat pis is ke; sum men seiden, Nay, but pis &s lik
kim; bul he seide, pat ¥ am he. And herfore pei seiden to him,
How weren pin 3en opened? He answeride, Pat man pat is
clepid Jesus made cley, and anoyntide myn eien, and seide fo me,
Go to pe water of Stloe, and waishe pou pee ; and ¥ wente, and
waischide, and saw. And perfore pei seiden to him, Where @s he?
And he seide, ¥ woot nere. Vet ledden him pat was blynd to pe
Phariseis. And it was Sabot, whanne Jesus made cley, and
openede his eien. And eftsones axiden pe Farisels how he hadde
seen, And he seide to hem, He put to me cley on pe eyen, and ¥
waishide, and ¥V see. And summe of pe Phariseis seiden, Pis man
is not of God, pat kepip nol pe Sabol. And oper seide, How mar
.a synful man do pes signes? And per was stryf among hem.
And ¢ft pei seien do pis blynde man, What seist pou of him, pat
pus openede pin i3en?  And he seide pat ke was a prophete. Pe
Jewss trowiden not of him, pat he was pus blynd and saw, #l pat
et clepiden his fadir and modir, pat sawen his stat fro his birpe.
And pei axiden hem and seiden ; Pis is your sone, which 3¢ seyn

1 clemed, Q.
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was blynd bore ; and how seeh he now P De elderss of pis blynde
answeriden o hem, and setden, We witen wel pat pis is oure sone,
and pat he was born blynd, but how ke seehp now we witen nere,
or who openede his eyen we witen not ; axe 3¢ him ; he hap elde ;
speke he of himsilf.  Des pingis seiden his eldris, for per dredde pe
Jewis ¢ for panne conspiriden pe Jewis, pat 3if ony graunte® him
10 be Crist, he shulde be put out of pe chirche. Herfore his eldris
seiden, pat he hap elde; axe 3¢ him. Pei clepiden azen pis man
pat was blynde, and seiden fo him, 3yve pou glorie to God ; we
wilen pat pis man 15 sinful.  And pis blynde man seide, 31f he be
sinful, ¥ woot not; o ping ¥V woot wel; for® ¥ was biynd,
Y see now. And per serden fo him, What dide he o pee ? how
openede ke pin eyen 2 He answeride fo hem, ¥ have serd you now,
and 3¢ herden ; wherto wolen 3¢ heeren azen P Where 3¢ wolen
be his disciplis 7 And per cursiden him, and seiden, Be pou his
disciple, for we ben disciplis of Moises. For we witen pat God
spake fo Moises, but we wilen not him pis, of whenne ke is. Dat
man answeride, and serde fo hem, In pis ping is merveile, pal 3¢
witen not of whenne he is, and he openede my y3en.  For we witen
pat God kerip not sinful men, but if ony be heriere of God, and
do his wille, hem he heerip.  Fro pe bigynnynge of pe world it is
not herd, pat ony openede pe eisen of a blynd bore man. Buf 3if
he pis were of God, he myste not do ony ping. And pei an-
sweriden, and seiden fo him, Pow art al borne®-in synne, and pou
techiste* us?  And ped castiden him oul. Jesus herde pat pei
hadden cast him out, and whanne he hadde founde kim, he seide
to him, Bilevest pou in Goddis sone? He answeride, and seide,
Sire, who is ke pat ¥V trowe in kim? And Jesus seide to him,
Dou hast seen him, and it is he pat spekip wip pee. And he seide,
Y trowe, sire ; and falling down he lowtide Crist,

Pis storie semep open, but it techip trewe men how pe Fari-
seis to daie bileven not in Cristis werkes, but denyen Goddis
lawe for per bi-lawis, as per Sabot. For mankynde was born
blynd, and sawe not pe grace of God; but Crist bi his man-
hede lijtnede it and made it to see.

1 grauntide, E. ® So E; A has fro. 3 So E; aboren, A.
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PE PURSDAI IN FOURPE WEKE IN LENTE,

[SERMON CLXIX)]

Pater meus usque modo.—JouxN v. [17.]

P18 gospel tellip how pe false Jewis accusiden Crist of blas-
femye, and so pei puttiden on him heresie, for pes two ben
knyttid togidere. Joon seip kow, Crist ifolde hem pat his fadir
worchip #l now, and Crist worchip also. It is seid bifore pat
werkes of pe Trinite moten be altogider, pat it doip wipouten
forp. And so, for per is no chaunging in pis holi Trinite, perfore
spekip pis gospel wip wordis of present tyme. Pe Fadir worchip
evermore, and pe Holy Goost, wip Crist. But fro pat Crist was
man, Crist worchip bi his double kynde, bi his Godhede and bi
his manhede. Pe secounde worching is sensible; and herfore
Crist seip, pat his Fadir worchip til now, and Crist worchip;
but pis gospel levip, til now. Bi pis he wole not meene pat pe
Fadir leevep now to worche, but pat Crist hap newe kynde, bi
which he reulip pis world; and pis viker kynde® cam whanne
Crist was maad man.

And herfore pe Jewiss sousten more Jesus to slee him, as blas-
feme ; for not oonli he brac pe Sabot, but seide his fadir was God,
and made him evene to God. Bul Jesus answeride, and seide to
hem, Sopli, sopli, ¥ seie to jou, pe sone mai do nowyt of himself,
but pat he seep pe fadir doinge ; for what kynne pingis pe fadir
doip, pe same pe sone doip also. And Crist seide here opynli,
pat he is pe same God wip pe Fadir, and makip al pis world of
noust, as pe Fadir makip it. And 3it pe Fadir bringip forp pe
Sone, and pe Sone mai not bringe forp himsilf, but pis bringing
forp wipinne is neiper making ne worching, for it is wipouten
ende, as Godhede is wipouten eende. For if pe sunne were
wipouten ende, his shyning were wipouten eende, and so it is
in pe Trinite of- bringing forp of pe two persones. And pus
myjten pe Jewis witen pat Crist hadde bope Godhede and man-
hede, for pe fadir lovep pe sone, and shewip him alle pingis pat he

1 is vikeris power, E.
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dotp, and shal shewe him more werkes pan pes, pat 3¢ han wonder
of hem. And pis was don in Cristis dep and his resurreccioun ;
for pes weren more pan pes miraclis, al3if pei shewen pe same
myj3t; for ech werk of creature tellip pe my3t of God. For as
be fadir reisip up deed and quykenep hem, so pe some quykench
whom he wole.  For pe fadir jugip no man; but he jaf al
Jugement fo pe sone, pat alle men worshipe pe some, as per wor-
shipen pe fadir. And here Crist spekip of jugement al of
anoper kynde pan is jugement of God wipinne ; sip jugement
of pis manhede is sensible, and shal be seyn' and endid at pe
dai of dome; and bi pis jugement, as Crist seip here, pe Fadir
jugip no man. He pat worshipip not pe sone, worshipip not pe
fadir pat sente kim ; and so he worshipip not God, but brekip
al pes ten heestis. And sip worshiping of Crist stondip in
holding of pe newe lawe, and suynge of Crist in manere of liif,
how many worshipip? not now God! And pis worship of pe
Sone is more pan to worshipe a messanger, for pis Sone is pe
same God, two kyndis and oo persone.

Soply, sopli, ¥ sete to jou, pat he pat herip my word, and trowih
to him pat sente me, hap litf wipouten ende, and comep tn fo no
Jugement, but passip fro dep info lyf.  And here heeryng is taken
for obeishing of pe soule, and jugement is taken here for re-
provyng of pe world.  Sobl, sobli, ¥ secie to 30u, pat tyme comep
and now i is, whanne dede shulen heere pe vois of Goddss some, and
whoso heeren i, ped shulen lyve.  For as pe fadir hap lif in him-
silf, so he 3af pe sone fo have liif tn him silf ; and 3af him power
o do fugement, for he is pus mannis sone. And nyle 3¢ woundir
Fis ; for pe tyme comep, in which alle pat ben in graves shulen
heere pe wois of Goddis some. And pes men pat han do good,
shulen go into risyng of lisf, and pes men pat have dome yvele
shulen rise 1o be jugid in helle. Pes wordis tellen more witt pan
we cannen blabere, or mai telle. But it is knowun pat per ben
two manere of dede men, bodili and goostli. And at pe dai
of dome shal ryse alle dede men bodili; and bi vertue of Cristis
word risen summe dede men goostli; for pei turnen to good
liif, and holden pe wordis of Crist.

L seen, E. 2 worscbipen, E.
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FE FRIDAY GOSPEL IN FOURPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXX.]

Eral quidam languens Lagarus.—JoBN xi. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist quikenede Lazar fro deep to liif.
And pis is pe pridde deed bodi pat Crist quykenede in erpe.
Pe first was a 3ong wenche, pat was quykened wipinne pe hous.
De toper was a 3ong man, pat was quykened at pe jate. Pe
pridde was pis Lazar, pat was quykened in pe sepulcre. Joon
tellip how, Lazarus lay sitk in Bethanye, pat was broper fo
Martha and Marie. And pis Marte was she pat anoyniide pe
Lord wip oynement®, and wiple his feet wip her heer, whos broper
Lagar was sith.  And herfore pis Lazarus sistris senlen fo fesus,
and sesden, Sire, lo, he pat pou lovedist is sitke. And Jesus,
heerynge, seide to hem, Pis sikenesse is not to pe dep, but for glorie
of God, pat Goddis sone be glorified bi it. And certis Jesus lovede
Martha, and Marie her sistir, and Lazar. And whanne [esus
herde pat Lazar was sitk, panne certis he dwelle pere too dates,
and removede not ferper penns, for he wolde pus quykene
Lazar. And panne, after pes®, Crist seide to his disciplis, Go we
ayen to Jude. His disciplis seyn fo kim, Maistir, now pe Jewes
soteyten Yo stoone pee, and pou goist asen pidir P Jesus answeride,
Ben per not twelve houris of pe day?  3if ony man walke in pe
day, he hurtip not, for he seehp pe Uiyt of pis world; but 3if omy
walke in pe ny3l, he hurtih, for Iyt is not in him. Crist wolde
mene bi pes wordis, pat lengpe of his Lif is certeyn, for it hap
twelve parties, as pe dai hap twelve houris. And as man mut
dwelle from hour to hour, so Crist mut dwelle bi alle pes parties,
for noon of pes mai asterten Crist, bi worching or bi fleyng,
And Crist is evermore in list, for his manheed is ful of grace;
and perfore he doip evere good, and hurtip neiper * him ne oper.

Pes pingis sesp Crist, and afier pes* ke seip fo his disciplis,

1 onyment, E. 2 pis, E. ® never, E, ‘ om. E.
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Lasar oure frend slepip, but ¥V go to wake him from sleep. And
e disciplis seyn to Crist, Sire, 3if he slepe he shal be saaf. But
Jesus seide of dep of him, and pei wenden pat ke hadde spoken of
his sleep. But panne serde Jesus fo hem opynly, Lagar is decd.
But I joie for sou, pat se bileve, for I was nol pere ; bul go we
o him. It is seid comunli pat absence of Crist here dide pree
goodis wipouten moo. First, pis myracle is more open, and
shewip how Crist is al cunnyng; and declarip wel pis figure
what it bitokenep spirituali. And Thomas, pat &5 clepid Didimus,
setde to disciplts, pat weren his felowis, Go we eke, and die we wip
him. ‘Thomas spake pus, to shewe pe love pat pei hadden to
pis Lazar, and how bei tristiden in Cristis helpe, and tolden
litil bi pis lyf.

And pus Jesus cam, and fond kim havynge kad foure daies in
be grave, And Bithanye was & Jerusalem, as it were fiftene
ferlongis.  And many of pe Jewts camen to Martha and Marie,
to comforle hem of per bropir. And Martha, as she herde pat
Jesus cam, she cam azen him, and Marie saf at hoom. And
Martha seide to Jesus, Stre, 3if pou haddest ben here, my bropir
hadde not be deed.  Bui 31t now ¥ wool, pat whatevere pou axist
of God, God shal 3yve pee.  Jesus seip to hir, Pi bropir shal rise
ayen.  Martha seip lo him agen, I woot pat ke shal rise ayen, in
risyng ayen in pe laste day. fJesus seip to her, I am risyng ayen
and liff ; he pat bilevep in me, 3he, tf he shal be deed, shal lyve ;
and ech pat lyvep, and trowip tn me, shal not die wibouten ende.
Martha, dilcvest pou pis. She seip to him, 3he, Sire, ¥ have
bileved pat pou art Crist, some of guyk God, and not of mawmetis,
pat camest inlo pis world,

And whanne Martha hadde seid pes wordis, she wente out, and
clepide Marie hir sistir stillel, and seide to her, Pe maistir is
come, and clepip pee. And Marie, whanne she herde pis, roos
soone, and cam to him. For Jesus cam not 3t in 1o pe castel, but
he was 3it in pal place, pat Martha cam to kim. Herfore pe
Jewis pat weren in pe hous wip Marte, and confortiden hir,
whanne pei sawen pat Marie roos in haste and wente out, folowiden
her, and seiden, pat she goip o pe sepulchre for lo wepe pere. And
Marie, whanne she hadde seen where Jesus was, seynge him fel at
kis feet ; and she sad to him, Sire, 3if pou haddest ben here, my
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broper were not deed. And herfore Jesus, whanne he sawe hir
wepynge, and pe Jewis wepyng pat camen wip hir, he mornede in
spirit, and sturblide him silf; and seide, Where han 3¢ put him ?
Pei seyen to him, Sire, come and see. And Jesus wepte. And
herfore seiden pe Jewis, Lo, how he lovede him! And summe of
kem seiden, Ne myste not he pis make, pal openede pe i3en of pe
man born blynd, pat he pis shulde not die ?

And aftir Jesus, making dool in himstlf, cam to pe sepulcre ;
and pere was a denne, and a stoon put upon it. Jesus serde, Take
awey pe stoon. And Martha setd to him, Lazarus sistir pat was
deed, Stre, he stynkip now, for ke hap leyn _foure dates in pe tumbe.
And Jesus seide to hir, Ne seide ¥ not to pee, pat 31f pou trowe,
Jou shalt see pe glorie of God? And herfore pei token awei pe
stoon. And Jesus caste up his t3en, and seide, Fadir, ¥ make
pankingts lo pee, for pou hast herd me; and ¥ wiste pat pou
everemore heerist me, butl ¥ setde for pe puple pat stondip aboute,
pat pet trowen pat pou sendist me. Whanne Crist hadde serd pes
wordis, ke criede wip grele vois, and serde, Lazar, come out. And
anoon ke cam out pat was deed, and his hondis and his feet weren
bounden wip swaping® bondis, and his face was bounden wip
a sudarie. Jesus seide to hem, Unbinde him, and suffre 3e him
o go awey. And herfore many of pe Jewis pat camen o Martha
and Marie, and sawen po pingis pat Crist dide, bileveden tn him.

Dis pridde deed bodi pat Crist quykencde bitokenep his
quykenyng to grace. For it is but litil ping for Crist to reise
a deed bodi to liif, but it is moche more to reise a soule fro
synne to grace. And herfore pis grete Lord bigan at pis mooste
werk, for comunli, whanne he quykenede bodies, he heelide peir
soulis bi grace. And herfore, as Matheu tellip, whanne Crist
heelide pe paralitik, he seide, Sone, affye? pou pi synnes ben
forsovun pee. Pe first of pes pree deed bodies, pat was
quykened in pe hous, ben bei pat assenten ful to synne, but pei
do not ® wipouten forp. Pe secounde bodi, in pe j3ate, ben pei
pat synnen wipinne forp, and synnen wipoulen forp, but pei
comen not to custume. Pe pridde deed bodie, pat is dolven,
ben pei pat ben custumed to synne wipouten, but pei ben not

1 swapelyng, E. 2 byleve, E. 4 done not pe synne, .
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hardid, pat ne pei mai be loosid bi' grace; and pes ben pis
pridde man, pat stynkip foure daies in pe sepulcre. And Crist
dide not pus for noun?® power, reisinge pis man from deep to
liif, but to teche us pat pes synneris bi hard ben turned to God.
And no word of pis story here® wantip sutil goostli witt. Crist
criede wip greet vois, to teche pat soulis in purgatorie, be pei
nevere so fer from him, comen anoon to his crye. Pes bondis
in whiche pis man cam forp, shewen pe miracle of Crist, how
he movede pis bodi pat was deed to come forp pus al bounden.
And it bitokenep also pat men pat ben unbounden of preestis,
ben bifore quykened of God. And pus Crist bad his apostlis
loousen hem. For it is an open blasfeme pat preestis forgyven
pis synne in God, but 3if God forzeve it first, and seie to preestis
pat pei shewen it. For alle pe men heere in erpe, ben pei
nevere so grete lordis, may not foryyve synne doon* in man, but
3if pis man forgyve it first; myche more men shulden not pre-
sume to forgyve synne don azens God, but 3if God forgyve it
first, and pei be trewe bedelis to telle it. And }is blasfemye
pat is usid now shulde be knowe of pe scribis, pat popis assoilen
men of synne and peyne, whanne it turnep men to avantage.
Sopli, but 3if God assoile first, per assoilinge is feyned falseheed,
and pei blasfeme in God, as pei don ofte whanne pei shryven.
Ppis fruyt among opere come}p of scrifte ® pat men have ordeyned.

PE SATURDAI GOSPEL IN pE FOURPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXI.]

Ego sum lux mundi—Jonx viii. [12.]

P1s gospel tellip how Phariseis wolden prove pat Crist bostide
of himsilf, but per witt was turned to folie, for pei faileden in
bileve. Joon tellip kow, Jesus seide lo pe folk of pe Jewis, I am
I3t of pe world ; who pat sueh me, wandrip not in derknesse, but
he shal have pe li3t of liif.  And here men taken treuly pat ech

! So E; A has to. * nowm, E. * om. E, 4 done, E.
5 schrifte, Q, E.
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man shulde sue Crist, for ech man shulde walk in ligt, and
every sich suep Crist, for noon hap leeve of God to walke in
derknesse of synne. For ech man mut nedis go ouper to
hevenward or to helle. And here men seen pe fendis cautel,
pat he hap tauste many men. 3if men seyn, pei shulden not do
pus, for Crist dide and bad pe contrarie, lo, pei seyn, where he is
now; for he liikenep him to Crist. And pus pe fend wolde
stoppe ech weie bi which men shulden sue Crist. Ech man
mut be liik to Crist, 3if pat he wole come to hevene, and so ech
man shulde sue him, or ferpere or nerpere’; for who is not wip
Crist, he is nedis agens him, and whoso suep not Crist, he suep
pe fend to helle. And pus seien clerkes, pat pes men pat shulen
be saved, whanne pei synnen, pei suen not pe fend to helle, but
stonden stille, or suen Crist to softe; sip ech man pat shal be
saved mut do some good pat Crist hap ordeyned. And pus
many men taken signe of per werkes, pat Crist wole save hem.
And herfore seiden pe Fariseis to Crist, Pou berist witnesse of
PUstlf s pi witnesse is not sop.  fesus answeride, and seide to hem,
And 3if V bere witnesse of mysilf, my witnesse is lrewe; for ¥
woot from whennes ¥ cam, and whidir ¥ go. Crist mut bere
witnesse of himsilf, sip he mut witnesse al treupe. And so ech
man bi his werkes berip witnesse of himsilf; but boosting
stondip in fals witnesse, for pride pat man hap of himsilf; and
so take hede to cause of witnesse, whi and what manere it is
don. But, for pes Jewis knowen not Cristis godhede, perfore
he seip bus to hem, Certis 3¢ wilen not fro whenne ¥ cam, or
whidir ¥V go. 3e jugen after pe fleish, but ¥ juge no man. And
here we moten undirstonden, how Crist takip jugement. For he
seip bifore in Joon, pat God 3af al jugement to pe Sone; and
pus men seien comunly pat Crist takip here jugement for pre-
sumptuous jugyng, as man jugip wipouten cause; and pus Crist
jugip no man, neiper himsilf ne oper man. But Crist seip, 31/ e
Jugip, his jugement is treue, for he is not aloone, but he and pe fadir
pat sent him. And in pe lawe of Jewis is writun, pat witnesse of
two men is frewe, and more pe witnesse of pes two persones;
and herfore seip Crist aftir, 7 am pat bere witnesse of mysilf, and

1 ferrer or neere, Q; ober fer or neer, E,

101




102

Christ at Jeru-
salem during
the feast of
tabernacles.

W¥YCLIF’S

be fadir pal sente me, he berth witnesse of me.  Herfore pei serden
to him, Where is pi fadir 7 Jesus answeride, Neiper 3¢ knowen
me, ne my fadir ; 31f 3¢ knewen me, peraventure 3¢ knewen also
my fadir. For it fallip bi grace of! God pat knowing of Cristis
manheede bringip in pe knowinge of pe Godhede. Pes wordis
spake Jesus in pe tresorie, techinge in pe temple, but not to have of
hem tresour; and, no man loke him, for 3it was not his tyme
comen.

ON MONEDAI IN PE FIFPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXIL]

Miseruni principes sacerdotum.— JORN Vii. [32.]

P1s gospel tellip? of malis of pe Jewis, and how Crist pro-
phesiede of hem. Joon seip, Pe princis of preestis and Fariseis
senfen servaunfis fo fake Jesus. Herfore Jesus seide to hem, 3it
a lil tyme ¥ am wip jou, and ¥ go fo him pat sente me. 3e
shulen seke me, and se shulen not fynde ; and where ¥ am?®, 3¢ mat
not come. Crist spekip in many tymes how al pat shal be mut
nedis be, and how nougt may come but pat shal be. And
panne it is lijt to maynteyne pes wordis; and so it is ligt to
defende, pat Crist is bi litil tyme, for he is bi ech part of pat
tyme as he is bi ech tyme'. And pe Jewis seiden o hemsilf,
Whidir is he pis to go and we shulen not fynde him? wher he be fo
wende® tnfo pe scaleryng of hepene folk, and to techen hem? What
word is pis pat he seide? 3¢ shulen seke me, and 3e shulen not
Jynde me, and where ¥ am 3¢ may not come. Pes blynde Jewis
knewen not how Crist is evere in blis wip his Fadir, and how
pei mai not come to blis, for Crist hap ordeyned hem to peyne.
And pus pe fredom of per soule is bounden for to do amys, but
not in pat pat it is free, but in pat pat God ordeynep it, for to
profite to his Chirche. And so men knowen siche oper speches.
And 1n pe laste dai, pat is greet, of pe feeste among Jewss, for pe

! SoE, Q; A has bi. ?SoE; om. A. 3 whidir I go, E.
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firste daie and pe eigtipe day ben solempne among hem, sfood
Jesus, and criede, and seide, 3if any pirste, come fo me and drynke.
He pat trowip in me, as pe writt seip, floodis of quyk water
shulen renne of his wombe. Pis seide Crist of pe spirit, pat pei
shulden fake pat trowiden in him. And so pes floodis ben pe
loris pat pe apostlis shedden to men; and pe wombe is pe power
pat mannis soule hap to take witt. Trowe pou in Crist, and
studie his lawe, and pou shalt birle bi suche floodis.

PE TEWISDAI GOSPEL IN FYFPE WEKE IN LFNTE.

[SERMON CLXXIII.]

Ambulavit Jesus.~JonN vii. [1.]

Prs gospel tellip how Crist avoidide pe pursuyng of pe Jewes.
Joon seip pat, Jesus walkide into Galile, fer fro pe temple, for ke
wolde not walke into Judee, for Jewes castiden to sle him. And it
was ny3 a feste of Jowes, pat pei clepen Sengfegia’®; pat was sich
a feeste as we han in oure Chirche hoolyday, and it was clepid
among pe Jewis a feeste of tabernaclis. For bifore pat temple
was maad, pei preieden in tabernaclis, as pei diden in Moises
tyme, and longe after in Judee. And, for pe kynrede of Judas
and pes? preestis dwelten togidere, for pei hadden no propre
soort, and levefully weren weddid togidere, perfore pes two
kynredis weren clepid Jewis, and of hem cam Crist. And so
men seyn in Engelond, pat whanne preestis ben lordis, and
goon to bataile as princis or kyngis, panne shal chivalrie faile
pere. Dis feeste lastide sevene daies, and pei maden in pe
temple litil housis of woode, to figure pat wode shadewide hem
bifore pe temple was maad; and pe tabernacle was as a tente.
Des preestis castiden sich hize feestes moost for to take Crist;
for pei helden a worship to God, to slee Crist, and fordo his
name; and pat pei shulden moost do in sich a gederyng of pe

puple.
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And 3t Cristis breperen seiden to him, pat he shulde wende
pennes oul of Galile into Jude. For Cristis kyn lovede him litil,
sip he made hem not riche, ne greet among peir neizboris. But
more pe preestis of pe temple hatide Crist and his breperen.
Cristis breperen ben clepid here men pat weren of his kyn, as
weren summe of Galile, where pat Crist was maad man; for
Luk tellip how Crist was conceyved in Nazareth, a toun of
Galile. DPes breperen weren not Cristis apostlis, but oper men
of his kyn. And perfore pei seiden to Crist, pas he shulde go
nlo Jude, pat his disciplis seen pe werkes pal ke doip ; for certis
no man doip ouzt in hiddis, and it he castip fo be in apert, for pis
were falshede of mannis liif, in doing and in entent. 3¢/ pou doist
pes pingis, make pee open to pe world. For his breperen trowiden
nol in kim. Perfore Jesus seide to hem, My tyme is not 3it comen,
but soure fyme is evere redy. It is seid of holy men, pat God
hap lymyted a litil tyme for to do a good dede, but yvel is don
in many tymes; as men may err fro pe mark in many weies
beside it, but o wey ledip to pe pricke, as it is knowun comunli.
And, for Crist wiste pat pei weren yvel, and felowes to pe
wickide Jewis, perfore seip Crist, per tyme is redy, but his tyme
is not 3it comen. Pe world may not have hatid 3ou, but pe
world hatip me, for ¥ Bere witnesse of it, pat pe werkes of it ben
yvele.  And here mai we wel witen pat pes breperen weren not
apostlis; for Crist seip in anoper place pat pe world hatip pes
apostlis, as pe world hatip Crist. And here we mai take of Crist,
pat men pat reproven synne of pe world geten hem envie of it,
whanne per wordis ben oust trowed. Go 3¢ up fo pis feeste dai,
but I shal not go to pis feste dai. Here men seien comunly pat
per ben diverse wittis of word of pis feeste dai. Sum tyme it
is taken for pe firste dai of pis feste; sum tyme for ech on of pe
sevene daies of pis feste; and sum tyme for al pe hool tyme of
pes sevene daies togidere. Crist cam not on pe first day, but
on sum oper aftir pryvyly. And pus undirstondip Crist pat he
shal not go to pis feeste day, for Ais lyme is not 3it fillid ; as 3if
he wolde seie,—3if he cam pidir in pe firste dai of pis feste, pe
Jewis wolden kille him panne; but algatis he muste lyve longer,
and profite more to pe Chirche, bifore pat pei slowen him.

Whanne Crist hadde seid pes wordss, ke dwelte stille in Galile,
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and whanne his breperen weren went, panne he steiede to pe feste
day, not aperily, but as in hid. And pis was pe' same wyke?
And pe Jewis souzten him in pe feeste day, and seiden, Where is he?
And myche gruiching was of kim in pe folk. For summe seiden
pat ke is good ; and summe seiden, Nay, but he disseyvep pe puple.
Nepeles no man spak apertli of him, for drede of pe Jewss. And
pis persecucioun of Crist failip not 3it in his membris, or in
treupe of Cristis cause. For we han alle pes pree parties; pe
hyse preestis ben bishopis pat wolden not here of Goddis lawe;
pes Fariseis ben religiouse, pat holden per ordre betere pan
Cristis; pes men of pe puple, pat holden here agens Crist, ben
sum seculeris hirid of hem, or disseyved wip feyned gabbingis.

ON WEDNESDAI IN FIFPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXIV.]

Facta sunt encaenia.—JoBx x. [22.]

Pis gospel tellip furpere how pes Jewis pursueden Crist.

Pere were maad feestis in Jerusalem, pat Joon clepide Encennia, | dcdica

for panne pe temple was renulid ® in clopis and oper ornamentis,
and encennia is as myche as newinge in oure speche. Joon seip
pat it was wynter whanne pis feeste bifel pere; for pe temple
was pries halowid, as men seyn pat taken hede. First pe temple
of Solomon, as pe pridde book of Kyngis tellip, was hallowid in
Septembre. But pe secounde was in Marche, whanne pe temple
was rerid ajen undir Zorobabel, as pe book of Esdre tellip.
Pe pridde clensing of pe temple was in Machabees tyme, and
pis clensyng was comunli in December, and in wynter; and so
of pis spekip Joon here, as men witen bi his wordis. And Jesus
walkide in pe temple, in pe porche of Salomon, pat men seien was
a place where Salomon was wont to preie. Jesus cam, not for
devocioun pat he hadde in pes feestis, but for to teche men pat
camen, and how men* mysten do pis medefully. Pes Jawis
wenten aboute him, and seiden fo him, How longe fakist pou awey

! npe, E. 2 woke, E. 3 renewid, Q; renulid, E. ¢ summe, E.
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oure lyf? 3if pou e Crist, telle us opynli. It semep pat pes Jewis
wolden mene, pat pei bileveden pat Crist shulde come, and wip
pis bileve and oper was per soule fed goostli. And so Crist
tariede per lyf here, for he wolde not seie opynli pat he was
Crist. Jesus answeride to hem, I spak to 3ou, and 3e trowen not ;
pe werkes pat ¥ do in name of my fadir, pes beren witnesse of me.
Bui eke 3¢ trowen not, for 3¢ ben not of my sheep. And pus Crist
wolde seie to hem, but covertli, as we shulde speke, 3e ben out
of bileve, and shulen be dampned for jour synne, For ech man
pat shal be saaf mote nedis bileve in Crist, for ech man pat shal
be saaf mut nedis be of Cristis sheep. Crist disceyvep not Ass
sheep, and seip pat, per heeren his wvois, and he knowip kem, and
pei suen him ; and he 3yvep hem lisf wipouten ende ; and per shal
nevere perishe, and no man shal ravishe hem out of his hond. Dat
pat my fadir hap joven me, is more panne alle oper pingts, and
perfore no man may ravishe out of my fadir® hond. Sip it is
more pan al pis world to be Goddis kyndely sone, for whoevere
is pus Goddis sone, he mut nedis be pe same God, it is a
knowun cause pat noon mai ravishe fro Crist sheep, but what
he hap shappid? to blis mut nedely be blessid. And pus seip
Crist suyngli, ¥ and my fadir ben al oon; for pei ben oo God,
00 substance, and oo kynde.

Pe Jewss token up stoones for to stoone Crist. Jesus answeride fo
hem, Many goode werkes have ¥ shewid to jou of my fadir ; for
which werk of hem ® 3¢ stoonen me in wille? For oo werk Crist
dide on his Fadir’s behalfe, pat he reprovede synne of pe Jewis,
and telde how pei diden agens God. And, for pis speche was
ajen pryde and per coveitise, perfore pei pursueden Crist, and
wolden algatis have him deed. Pe Jewis answeriden to Crist, of
At good werk we stoonen pee not, but of pi blasfemye, and for pon,
sth pou art a man, makist pisilf God. Pes wordis wolde Crist
graunten, sip he is of two kyndis, bope Godhede and manhede.
But 3it he spak soip coverth. Jesus answeride to hem, Is it not
writun in jour lawe, pat ¥V seid, 3e ben goddis? 3if God seide
pat pet weren goddis, to whom Goddis word was maad, and pe
Seripture mai not be undo, pal pe fodir hap halowid and sent into

1 fadris, E. 3 schapen, E. 3 So Q and the Wycliffite versions;
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pe world, and 3¢ seien pat ¥V blasfeme, for ¥ seide pat ¥V was
Goddis sone ? 1t semep pat Crist wolde seie here, pat he is pat
word of God, and pat same Scripture, pat in manheed is sent
hidir; and bi vertue of pis word taken men part of Goddis
name, And so, bi pis Scripture, Crist is Goddis kyndely sone ;
for pis word mut be beter pan ben men maad goddis biit. 37
¥ do not my fadirs werkes, nyle 3¢ lrowe to me; bul 33 ¥ do
es werkes, al3if 3¢ wolen not trowe o me, trowe 3¢ fo pe werkes, pat
3¢ knewen and irowen pat pe fadir is in me, and ¥ in pe fadir.
Pe dedis pat Crist dide, * ben unsuspect evydence pat Cyist is
bope God and man. For Crist dide'* evermore good, and
spake treupe on good maner, and was nevere coupable of synne.

And no drede, stonding his wordis, he muste nedis panne be
God.

FE PURSDAI GOSPEL IN pE FIFPE WERE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXV.]

Cum audissent quidam de turba.—JonN vii. [40.]

P1s gospel tellip of opynyons pat weren of Jesus, pe while he
was here. Joon tellip pat, Summe of pe puple frowiden in Crist
as verri prophefe, and summe reversen pis. And so summe of
hem seiden pat ke is verri prophete. Summe seiden he was a greet
prophete pat Moises bihigte pe Jewes, whom summe clepen
Crist, and summe Messias, Swumme seiden he was no prophete,
Jfor he was of Galile; and so of pe lond of Galile shulde not Crist
come. Seip not holi writt, pat of Davipss seed, and of pe castel
of Bethlem, where Davip dwelte, comep Crist? And so dis-
cencioun was maad in pe puple of kim.  Pei knewen not pe trewe
storye, how Crist was conseyved in Galile, and aftir born in
Beedleem, as prophecies and gospellis tellen, so pat alle pro-
phecies of Crist weren fillid in oure Jesus.

And summe of hem wolen take him, but noon leide hondis on
him.  And so minisiris camen ayen fo bishopis and Pharisers, and

t A line is here left out in Q.
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P sesden fo pe servauntis, Whi brouste 3¢ him not wip sou?  Pe
ministyis answeriden ayen, Nevere man spake so as he pis spekip.
And panne pe Pharisess answeriden fo hem, Wher pat 3¢ ben
disseyved ? wher ony of pe princis trowiden in him, or ony of pe
Phariseis 7 Bul pis puple pat knewe not pe lawe ben cursid, for
per errour in feip. But Nicodeme seide to hem, pat cam to Jesus
upon pe ny3t, and ke was oon of pe Phariseis, Wher oure lawe
Jugth a man, but 3tf it heere first of him, and have knowe what he
doip P for word and dede accusen men, bi Goddis lawe and
mannis lawe. Pef answeriden, and seiden to him, Wher pou art
of Galile? Seke pou wise scriptures, and se, pal prophele risip
not of Galile. And pet weren turned agen, ech on fo his owne hous.
Pes Jewis worshipen per lawe more pan Anticrist doip now, but
pei erriden in pe lettre, as Ury dide, pat bare his dep in berynge
of Davipis lettre to Joab, duk of his bateile. It semep pat pes
Jewis wolden meene, pat no prophete cam of Galile, for holi
writt, pat shulde make mynde of pe comyng of Crist, seip pat he
shulde come of Jude, of pe kinrede of Davip. And so, as pes
foolis argueden, he was not born in Galile. For pei knewen
not pe myddil birpe pat Crist was boren wipinne his modir.

ON bE FRIDAY IN bE FYFPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXVI]

Collegerunt Pontifices.—JonN xi. [47.]

P1s gospél tellip how pe Jewis conseiliden to Cristis dep.
Joon seip pat, Bishopis and Pharisers gederiden conserl asen Jesus.
And bi pis we see pat pe moste ground, and? pursueris of Jesus
and his lawe, weren princes and Phariseis. For pe princes of
prestis, pat weren pe bishopis, and pe Phariseis, pat weren
religious in Cristis tyme, pursueden Crist to pe deep, as autours
of his mansleyng. Myche erride Pilat, and oper gentile folk ;
but not so myche as diden pe bishopis and Phariseis. For

! of, Q; E agrees with A,



SERMONS.

wordis and parablis of Crist weren ajens synful men, but not so
myche ajens oper, as ajens pes two folk. And perfore, for
coveitise, pei conspiriden more agens Crist.

Pes men seiden among hemsilf, What shulen we do? for pis
man doip many signes? 3if we leeven khem pus, alle men shulen
trowe in him, and Romains shulen come, and take awey oure place
and oure folk., Whanne pat preestis weren princis, and kyngis
weren put adoun, pe Romayns pougten pat knysthode was dis-
paragid?, and pus pei senten Heroude and Pilate into Jude, for
preestis and Phariseis shenten leding ® of pe lond. And herfore
weren Heroude and Pilat suffrid to comen® in. And pei
dredden hem of Crist, 3if his wordis wenten forp, pat Romayns
shulden come, and fordo preestis and Phariseis, for in hem two
stood myche pe lordship of Jewis. As 3if bishopis and abbotis
spaken to day togidere, Hide we Goddis lawe, lest pes seculer
lordis come, and take oure lordshipes, and fordo oure statis.

But oon of kem, pat histe Caifas, and was bishop pat jeer, seide
to hem, 3¢ cunnen noo good, ne casten oust, pat it spedip to you pat
0 man die for pe puple, and al pe folk perishe not. And pis ke
seide not of himstlf, but sip he was bishop of pat yer, he pro-
pheciede, and tolde pat Jesus was to die for mankynde; and not
oonly for hepene men, but fo gadere Goddis sones in oome. It semep
here pat Caiphas hadde pis undirstonding, pat it spedde to slee
Crist, lest peir lordship were lost; pat Romayns, pat weren
hepene men, token not fro preestis and Phariseis al pe lordship
pat pei hadden, and so pes two manere of folk shulden perishe
for faute of riches. But it semep pat pis Joon, and men pat
taken pis as prophecie, undirstonden pes wordis to opir undir-
stonding, pat it spedip pat Crist die for mankynde, lest al pe
peple perishe in peyne of helle. And pis is a good witt, pro-
phesied of Caiphas; and so it fallip pat an yvel man, to opir witt
pan he meenep, blabere a good word and a soip, for pe profit of
Cristis Chirche. And here men taken pat a man is a prophete,
algif he undirstonde not his wordis.

And so fro pat daie pe Jewis pouyten to sle Crist, But Jesus
wenle not apertli now among pe Jewis, as he dide bifore; but wenie

! So E; dispargid, A. 2 schenten e leedyng, E. 3 So E;
comyng, A.
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oul inlo a conlre biside desert, info a citee pat is clepid Effrem, and
pere he dwelle wip his disciplis, to 3yve hem ensaumple aftir, for
to flee wiseli whanne o persone is pursued. And here men han
nede to witen? of God whanne pei shulden do pus. For bi pis
gospel mai men take, pat it is leveful to do pus, 3if pat circums
stancis fallen bi which God movep men to do pus.

PE SATURDAI GOSPEL IN FYFPE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXVII]

Amen, amen, dico vobis—Joux vi. [54.)

P13 gospel tellip how pat Crist spekip of two maner of etingis,
goostli and fleishli; and bope pes two ben nedeful, but speciall
pe goostli, for it shal laste evere in hevene. Firste seip Crist to
his disciplis, and to pe puple of Jewis, Soplt, Sopit, ¥ seie to 301,
but 3if 3e eelen pe fleish of mannis some, and drynke his blood, 3¢
shulen not kave litf dwelling in 3ou. He pat etyp Wy fleish, and
drynkip my blood, he hap lif wipouten ende, for he mut algatis be
blessid. And perfore seip Crist here, pat him pat etip and
drynkih pus, he skal reise up tn pe laste dai, to come to blis
among his sheep. My fleish is wverili mete, and my blood is
verrili drynke. He pat etth my fleishe, and drynkip my blood, he
dwellip in me, and ¥ in kim. As my fadir byyynge sent me, and
¥ lyve for my fadir, so ke pat elth me, ke shal lyve for me. Pis
s pe breed pat cam doun from kevene, not as 3oure fadirs eeten
aungels mete; and weren deed ; ke pat etip pis breed shal lyve wip=
outen ende. DPes pingis? seid Crist in pe synagoge, teching in pe
toun of Capharnaum. But many of kis disciplis heerynge seide,
Pis word is hard ; who may heere it and fille it?  But Jesus,
knowinge bi himsilf pat his disciplis wolden grutche herfore, he
seide to hem, Pis ping sclaundrip your? Herfore 3if jee seen
mannis some stiyynge up where ke was bifore? It is spirit pat
svveh byf ; fleish helpip noping here; pe words pat ¥ have spokern
1o you ben spirit and lif.

1 8o E; witt, A. 2 So E; om, A.
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Here it is nedeful to men to wite, pat per ben two maner of
metis, goostli and bodili, But bodili is wel knowun, but nede
we here to knowe how we shulden goostli ete Crist. For no
man pat hap witt dredip, pat Crist spekip not here of bodily
etyrig and drynking of his fleish and his blood; for ellis no man
shulde be saved, for no man is an etene? to fede him pus bodili
of Crist. And herefore it were to wite, how men shulen goostli
feede hem pus. For Crist tellip in his wordis how men shulen
ete him goostli, and to pis witt seip Crist here, pat pe wordis pat
he spekip to hem ben spirit and liif. For sich is witt of his
wordis. Pes wordis, in per owne kynde, ben siche as weren
hise opere wordis, but wit of pes wordis here is spiritual, and
mannys liif. And Crist seip here sopli, pat ech man pat shal
be saaf shal be fed of Crist pus. But pis mai not be undir-
gstonden of fleishli fode of Cristis bodi, and so it mut be
undirstonden algatis of goostli foode. For of bodili fode of
Crist mai not two be fed togidere; and so Crist spekip of
goostly foode, bi which many ben fed, fer and nere. Also aftir
Cristis ascencioun many ben boren, and saved after. Also? as
Crist seip here, pei moten ete his fleish and drynke his blood;
but pei shulen not pus do bodili, after pat Crist is steied to
hevene; and so Crist mut nedely speke here of goostli fode.
And so no man dredip here pat supposip al witt of Crist, pat ne
oure God spekip here of goostli mete and drynke. For pus
patriarkis eeten Crist, bifore pat he was boren in fleish. Pis
goostli eetyng and drynkyng is nougt but to fede pe soule wip
bileve pat man moot have of pe fleish and blood of Crist. And,
for it is not ynowy to trowe pat Crist took fleish and blood, but
3if men trowe over pis pat Crist lyvede here medefulli, perfore
men pat wolen be saaf moten ete his fleish and drynke his
blood. And herfore tellip pe secounde part of oure crede, how
men shulen trowe in Jesus Crist, and how he suffride in his
bodi. And as, bi speche of Goddis lawe, pat man etip not
bodili, pat takip mete in his moup, and aftir sendip it to
his stomak, and spue}p it out efte agen, but 3if it turne to
nurishe his bodi, so a man etip not goostli Cristis bodi, as men

1 eten, £ ; Zetene, Q. ? And so, E.
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speken here, but 3if pis mete be defied. And Crist lickenep
men to him; and so no man etip pus Crist, but 3if he be saved
in tyme. And pus pes wordis of Crist ben soip, to men pat
undirstonden hem wel.

And here ben many men marred of pe sacrament of pe auter,
and referren alle pes wordis to pis holi sacrament. But nepeles
men witen wel, pat pes wordis weren spoken of Crist longe
bifore pat pis sacrament was maad of Crist or ony man; for pe
sacrament was maad first upon Shire Pursday, and longe bifore
pat tyme weren 'pos wordis spoken of Crist. Nepeles many of
pes wordis mai be wel undirstonden of pis sacrid oost, who pat
knowip hem soundely. And so we shulen undirstonde, first,
pat sum ping is Goddis bodi, and nougt ellis in his kynde, as pe
fleish pat Crist bare here and is now in hevene glorified, as
seintis shulen be. And of pis fleish and pis blood, in his kynde,
spekip pe gospel, and of pe goostli eetyng pat men moten eten
pis. Pe breed of pe sacrid oost is verry breed in his kynde, and
is eten bodili; but it is Goddis bodi in figure. And it is pe
same bodi pat is Goddis bodi in his kynde. And not but 3if pis
be eten goostli, in eetyng of pe sacrid oost, ellis men taken not
worbpili pe sacrament more pan a beest. And, for pis goostli
eetyng, many of pe wordis here ben referrid goostli to etyng of
pe sacrid oost; but pis oost is eten bodili and goostli of sum
men, but Cristis bodi in his kynde is not eten bodili. And so
moten men wel be knowun?, and speke wisely in pis sentence.
And sum men trowen, pat Joon spak no more of pis sacrid oost,
for he spak here pes wordis, pat myjsten wel be seid of it. But
ever wite we, pat pis oost is verri breed in his kynde, and in
figure Goddis bodi, bi vertue of Cristis wordis; but pus it is not
of Cristis fleish and his blood in his kynde. And it is nede? to
wite, how breed and wyn ben Cristis membris. And, for Crist
wiste wel here pat pis witt is unknowun to many, perfore pis
gospel tellip how Crist seip aftirward, Bu/ per ben sum of 3ou pat
trowen not, to pes wordis. For Jesus wiste fro pe bigynnyng
whicke men weren not trowinge, and who was o fraye kim. But
pes wordis he spake mystili for many causis. As Austeyn seip,

1 knowe Q; moten men knowe, E. ® And so it nedip, E.
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3if men traveilen treuly in love of God, and studie pes wordis,
pei shulen knowen pis witt of hem. And pis is mater of greet
merit, and trewe men han no doute pat ne Crist spak pus for pe
beste.

And Crist seide to his disciplis, Herfore V seide to 30u, pat no
man mai come fo me, but 35f it be sovun to kim of my fadir. And
3if pou seie pat no man mai undirstonden Cristis wordis, but
3if God gyve him witt, as no man mai ellis be saaf’, pou seist
soip for bope parties, as ech man mut nedely bileve. And jif
pou seist, over pis, pat it is in® no mannis power to undirstonde
wel holi writt, ne to be saved for his dedis here, pou failist
opynli; for do a man pat in him is, and God is redi to his
dedis. But soip it is, pat alle sich dedis tellen in maner Goddis
grace, pat is above® mannis power, and pei tellen eke mannis
werk. And not, for a man hap power to make pus Goddis
grace, but for he hath power to worche perbi, perfore he hap
power to disserve blis. And for hardnesse of pes wordis, Many
of disciplis * wenten abak, and wenten no longer wip him, for pes
wordis astonyeden hem. Buf Jesus seid lo his twelve, Where 3e
wolen also go awey 2 And Symount Peire answeride to him, Sire,
fo whom shulen we go? pou hast wordis of liif wipouten eende ;
and we han bileved and knowun, pat pou art Crist, pe sone of
God buyng.  Jesus answeride 1o him, Where ¥V have not chosen
3ou fwelve, and oon of 3ou is a devel?  And pis he seide of Judas
Scarioth, for he pis was 10 tray Crist, pe while he was oon of pe
fwelve, And sip he was ordeyned to helle, he wente never wip
Crist as his membre, aljif he were for a tyme in maner of grace,
and dide myche good. And pus ech man pat shal be dampned
is a devel, as was Judas; but noon shulen clepe his broper
devel, but he wiste pat he shulde be dampned, and God bad
him clepe him so, for pe profit of holy Chirche.

! So E; saf, A. 3 SoE; om. A, ? So E; aboute, A.
* be disciplis, E.
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PE MONEDAI GOSPEL IN PE LASTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXVIIL]

Ante sex dies Pasche.—JoHN xii. [4.]

P1s gospel tellip what Crist dide pe sixte daie before he diede.
Joon seip pat, Bifore sixe dases of pe Pask, pat Crist was deed,
Jesus cam to Bethanye, where Lazar was deed, whom Jesus reiside.
And pere pei maden him a soper, and Martha servede hem, and
Lazar was oon of hem pat eeten wip Crist. Marie Mawdeleyn
look a pound of trewe gynement and preshous, and angyniide Jesus
feet, and she wipte wip her heer his feel ; and pe hous was fillid
of smel of pe oynement. And so oon of Crisits disciplis seide,
Judas, Scariothis sone, patl was for to traye Crist, Whi s pis
oynement nol sold for pre hundrid pens, and jovun to pore men?
But ke seide pis, not for ke rouyte of nedy men, but for he was
a peef, and, havyng pursis, bar po pingts pat weren sent. And
so ech man pat yvil dispendip Goddis good is a pef. And Judas
was smytun wip coveitise, sip he hadde no nede bi his maistir, for
Crist found him evere ynows, and tauste him to forsake pe
world; and 3it coveitise of money movede him to sille Crist.
And wip pis synne ben preestis smytun, bope more and lesse,
more pan was Judas. Herfore seide Jesus, to excuse Marie,
Suffre 3¢ hir pat she kepe it Jo pe day of my biriyng. And
sum seyen pat Marie dide. She kepte o preshous box to
anoynte Crist whanne he was deed, whanne oper wymmen
bougten hem newe. And pis savore in pe hous bitokenep fame
of Cristis deep, pat ech man shulde smelle, and penke devoutli
on Crist. And Crist seip pat, per shulen evere have pore men
wip hem, bul pei shulen not evere have him. And so pis oyle
is wel dispensid, for betir, and in beter tyme, pan 3if beggeris
hadden hadde it. And pes apostlis wantiden nevere beggeris
for to take per almes, for pis is hard to do wel, and goostli
almes is beter, and Crist taugte his apostlis to chese }is beter,
and leve pe wers. And pis ypocrisie is in preestis, pat colouren
per coveitise bi almes. And so mycke puple of pe Jewis knewen
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pat Crist was pere, and pei camen, not oonli for Jesus, bui for to
see Lagar, whom Crist reiside from deep. And herfore pe princis
of preestis powsten for to slee Lagar, for many of Jewis for him
wenle awey, and trowiden in Jesus.

And on pe morewe myche puple pat cam to pe feste day, whanne
bei hadden herd pat Jesus cam to Jerusalem, loken branchis of
palmes, and wenten azens him, and pei crieden, Make us safe
blessid be he pat is comen tn pe Lordis name, kyng of Israel.
And Jesus fond a 3omg asse, and sal on him, as it is writun,
Dowter of Sioun, drede pee not ; lo, pt king comep, sitlynge on an
asse fole. Pis regaly uside Crist, and reride not up pe croyseree
azens his enemyes, as preestis doon now agens men pat pei
wenen holden ajens hem.  First knewen not apostlis pes pingis ;
but whanne he was glorified, panne pei pousten on pat pes pingis
weren writun of kim, and pes pingis pei diden to him. And her-
Jore pe puple pat was wip Crist bare witnesse, how ke clepide
Lasar from his grave, and reiside him from dede men. And
perfore cam pe puple asen him, for pei herden him have done pis
signe.  And perfore Phariseis seiden lo hemsilf, 3¢ seen pat we
profiten not ; lo, al pe world hap go after him.

And so per weren summe hepene men, of hem pat camen to preie
tn pe feste day ; and herfore pes camen to Philip, pat was of
Bethsarda of Galile, and so nyje pes hepene folk, and preyeden
Philip, and seiden, Sire, we wolen see Jesus. Philip cam, and
seide to Andrewe ; ¢ft Andrew and Philip seiden to Jesus. And
Jesus answeride kem, and seide, Soply, soply, ¥ sete to 3ou, but 3if
be corn of whete pat fallip in to erpe be deed, it dwelltp aloone,
but 3if it be deed, it bryngih forp mycke fruyt. He pat lovep his
Iisf shal lese 11, and he pai hatip his bif in pis world, kepip it to
be lif of blisse.  3if ony man serve me, sue he me ; and where pal
¥ am, pere cke shal my servant be; 3if omy man serve me, my
Sadir skal honour him. Now my soule is troublid, and what
Jing shal I seie? Fadir, make me saaf fro pis hour P Crist
wiste wel what he shulde seie, for he taugte pus pes hepene
folk, and figuride in his owne persone how pei shulden sufire
for his sake. And pus seip Crist pat, bus herfore he was comen
tn fo pis hour ; as who seip, to alarge pe Chirche bi hepene
men, glorious martiris, Crist dide and seide pus in pis tyme,
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And pus Crist preiep after for Goddis worship, and profit of
pe Chirche. Fadir, he seip, clarifie pi name. And a vois cam
Jro keven, and seide, Bope ¥ have clarified, and ¥ shal clarifie efte.
And pe puple pat stood and herde, seide pere was a pundiy maad ;
oper seiden pal an angel spak lo him. [Jesus answeride, and seide,
Not for me cam pis vois, but for 3ou. Now s jugement of pe
world ; now pe prince of pe world shal be cast out. And ¥,
3t/ ¥ be hyed fro pe erpe, shal drawe alle pingis lo mysilf. Here
Crist spekip greet prophecie, how pis world shal be jugid, and
how pe fend shal go to helle, for merit pat Crist doip. And so
mater of pre jugementis pat Crist tellip after was joven panne.
And dilatinge of his Chirche bi folk of pe citee, and uplondishe
men, and hepene men also, figuriden clopis, palmes, and song,
bi which Crist was worshipid in comyng to Jerusalem. And
so ech word of pis storie figurip myche witt ; and, whoso wiste
pe habitude, o word pat comep bifore bringip in anoper word,
to God pat knowip good resoun. So pat o dede pat Crist dide
nedip pat anoper mut sue, and ellis were not pis word, ergo, so
ofte sett in pis storye. And pis word, as Joon seip, seide Crist
to signefie what dep he was fo die, and how pis dep shulde be
taken. e puple answeride to Crist, We han herd of pe lawe pat
Crist dwellip wipouten ende, and how seist pou, pat mannis sone
mut be hyed bi sich deep? And who s ke pis mannis sone?
And panne Jesus seide to hem, 31t a htil i3t is in 30u.  Walke 3e,
be while 3¢ han liyt, pat derknesse alake you not; and he pal
wandyip in derknesse wool nol whidir ke goth. Pe while 3¢ han
38, bileve 3¢ inm I3t, pat 3¢ be children of list.  Des pingis spake
Jesus, and wente awey, and hidde him from hem. Studie pou pe
dede of Crist, and knitt oo witt wip anoper.

FOURME OF PE PASSIOUN ON TEWISDAI IN SAME WEKE.

As per ben foure gospelleris, so pe Chirche redip foure
passiouns, Matheu, Mark, Luk, and Joon, bi ordre pat pes
seintis writun. But it is ynow; to tell of Joon, for he wroot
last, and ynow3 us to cunne,
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ALSO or WEDNESDAL

Lux tellip on pis day how Crist diede for mankynde. And
ech of pes foure evangelistes seip sum ping pat anoper leevep,
but noon mai be contrarie to oper, and God mai not denye
himsilf. But mystakyng of Cristis witt marrip sum men in pis
mater. And so mai men take a word of pis passioun, what pat
hem likip, and touche a point of Cristis passioun answeryng
to pes pree daies 8.

PE GOSPEL ON SHERE PURSDAY IN pE LASTE WEKE IN LENTE.

[SERMON CLXXIX.]

Ante diem festum*—JonN xviii. [1.]

Pis gospel tellip how Crist taugte his disciplis to be meke,
and how pe more of hem shulde serve his breperen, sip Crist
dide pus, oure alper maistir. For it was knowun bi Cristis liif,
how he was pe moste pore man pat myste be. For poverte in
pe staat of Crist is token of perfeccioun; but Crist toke no per-
feccioun, but 3if he toke it sovereynli, and after pe stat of
innocence. Crist hadde noo ping worldli; and so take pou
good hede to Crist, and pou shalt fynde in open resoun, pat
no man myste be porer pan was Crist for his Chirche; for
he myste have no more wanting, ne more wille, to take }is
staat. And so Crist passide al oper in takynge of his poverte,
and so he was mekerst man, and moost servisable of oper.
Joon tellip how Crist ordeynede. Bifore pe Satirday pat was
Pask Day, and so upon pe Pursday pat was before Good Friday,
Jesus, witinge pat his tyme was comen, lo passe oute of pis world

1 So E; A adds Fude after festum, probably for Fudasorum; the word in
the Vulgate is Paschae.

» These short notices for the in the two MSS. at the British
Tuesday and Wednesday before Museum, G and I; also in Q.
Easter are omitted in E, but occur
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#o pe fadir, whanne he hadde loved his disciplis pat weren in pe
world, ke lovede hem to pe eende.  And whanne pe soper was doon,
whanne pe fend hadde sent in to Judas herle, pat is, in Judas?
Scariothis sone, shulde bitray Crist, for money, Crist, wiling
pe fadir 3af alle ping in to his hondis, and pat he cam fro God,
and goip to God, risip fro pe soper, and pultip awey his clopis,
and whanne he hadde lake a shele, he girdide him.  Aftir he putie
waler in to a basyn, and bigan to waishe pe feet of his disciplis,
and fo wipe hem wip pe lynnen clotp wip the whick he was gird.
And so he cam to Symount Petir, and Pelre seide to him, Sire,
waishist pou lo me feet 2 Jesus answeride, and seide fo him,
What pingis ¥ do pou knowist not now, bu! aftirward pou shalt
wite. Petre seide lo Crist, Pou shalt nevere waishe my feel.
Jesus answeride lo him, 35 ¥ shal not waishe pee, pou shalt not
have part wip me. Symount Petir seide to him, Sire, nol oonli
my feet, bul bope my hondis and my heed. Jesus seide to Petre
panne, He pat is waishid, hap noo nede but to waishe his feet, but
is al clene ; and 3e ben clene, but not alle. For Crist wiste who
was he pat shulde tray him, and perfore he seide, 3¢ ben not alle
clene. And pus whanne ke hadde waishid per feet, ke took his clopis,
and whanne he was sett ayen, ke seid to hem, 3¢ witen what ¥ have
do fo ou. 3e clepen me maistir and lord, and 3¢ setien wel, for
certis ¥ am. Perfore yf ¥ have waishid jour feet, pat am lord
and maistir, and 3¢ shulen waishe oon anoperis feet. For ¥ have
sovun you ensaumple, pat as ¥ have do to 3you, so and 3¢ shulen do
aftir.

Here mai we lerne what a prelat shulde do to his sugettis,
for he shulde be moost meke and moost? servisable to hem.
For most meke servise and love were to waishe a mannis feet,
and after to drye hem, as Crist dide to his apostlis, and pat in
form of a servaunt doinge wip wille, as Crist shewide. And sip
Crist chargide not ceremonyes, wip bodili waishinge of feet, but
for ensaumple of goostli waishing of mennis wille, pat ofte is
fuylid, we shulden penke how gretter men shulden jyve en-
saumple to clense ? pe wille of lower men pat ben binepe hem.
And pis lore failip to myche pis day, for men mai now take

! bat pus Judas, E. ? So E; A om. and moost. ® So E and
Q; A has clenese.
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ensaumple of lordship and of coveitise of men pat ben more
pan pei, and not of waishing of per wille. And so pe service of
pe Chirche is foule turned up so doun.

PE PASSIOUN ON GOOD FRIDAY.

[SERMON CLXXX.]

Egressus Jesus trans lorrentem.—JoBN xviii. and xix.

Now men shulen speke of Cristis passioun, and se in what
fourme he suffride, for ech dede pat Crist dide shulde be lore
to men. Aftir Joon tellip how Jesus spak a greet speche on
Shere Pursday, and tolde his disciplis a lore of myche witt and
of long, and conteynep many capitilis in Joones book, as clerkis
knowen. Crist wente out, of pat place pat he hadde eten inne
in pe citee, to a 3erd wipouten pe citee, to be taken wipouten
noise. And so pis streem of Cedron figurip Cristis passioun,
pat Crist drank for pis tyme, and herfore he reride his heed in
hevene. For, as Poul seip, Crist for his passioun was hyed,
and named of God pe Fadir. And pe Salm seip also, pat
Crist drank of pe stronde in pe weie, perfore he hiede his heed
in hevene, pat is ende of pis weie. And so he wente wip his
disciplis, t0 make hem knowe and telle forp. In pis subarbe
was a gardyn, in lo which he entride and his disciplis. And
Judas, pat trayede Crist, knewe pe place ; for Jesus cam ofte pidir
wip his disciplis. And pis was in pe even-tid?, whanne Jesus
was wont to preie. Judas cam not aloone, but, ke tke a cum-
panye of Romayns and mynysiris of bishopis and Pharisels, and
cam pidir wip laniernes, and broondss, and armes. And so fesus,
knowing alle pingis pat weren to come on him, wente asens hem,
and seide, Whom seke 3¢? Pei answeriden o him, We seken
Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus seip to hem, ¥ am. And Judas pat
trayede him stood wip hem. And whanne he seide to hem, ¥ am,
bei wenlen abak and felden into pe erpe. And ¢ft Crist axide

' So E; A has torentem. 2 evenynge, E.
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hem, Whom scke 3¢ 7 And pei seidem, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
answeride fo hem, ¥ have seid to you pat ¥V am ; perfore, 3if 3¢
Seken me, lete pes aposilis go awey : to fulfille pe word pat Crist
seide, pat whom pou kast yovun me, ¥ loste not ony of hem, neiper
togidere, ne atwynne. And panne Symount Petir hadde a swerd,
and drew i1, and smoot a servaunt of pe bishop, and kit awey his
ri3f cere, And pis servaunt hist Malcus. Herfore Jesus seide to
Petir, Putte pi swerd in pe scabard; shal ¥ not drynk pat
passioun pat my fadir hap yovun me ?

And here mai Cristene men knowe, pat Crist lovede not for
to figte, but 3if he dide so bi his Godhede. He myjte wel, as
Lord of alle, for he made bope bodi and soule, and knyttyng
of hem two togidere, and 3it he ne myste not fijte ne slee, but
whanne he wiste pat it was just. And sip alle pes failen to
men, how shulden pei figte unbeden of God? And 3if Crist
bi his manheed wolde fiste, pere was noon sich a conquerrour,
ne fister in so good a maner; for he myste panne sle alle
bateilis, wipouten hurting or harmyng® of him; and alle manere
of assailing wepene he myjste have turned in to men hemsilf.
And so in spensis, and victorie, and sleyng of men pat weren
worpi, Crist myjte have passid alle conquerours, 3if he wolde
have used pis crafte; but Crist wolde not ensaumple it, but
movede ay to charite. And pes men pat figten pus, and moven
men for to fijte, pei doon as pei silf weren goddis, and speken
as blasfemes, and so pei ben opene heretikes, and taken amys
Goddis wordis, as bidding of Crist to bie swerdis, and blamyng
of Petre for he faust. And beter cause of mannis fijting can no
man feyne to day; for as Crist mote nedis bi skile be sleyn,
so alle pingis muten nedis be, and turne to good of Cristis
Chirche, bi ordenance of pe Trinite. And so pes blynde
heretikes, pat seien pat Petir shulde not fijte here, but preestis
shulden fijte where pei wolen juge, wanten witt in pis speche.
For bi pis? resoun 'ech man pat turmentide Crist shulde do so
for he moste nedis do pus, and Crist muste pus bie mankynde.
But excusyng of pes heretykes savep not pes Jewis bifore God,
sip nede of comyng of ping stondip bope wip good and yvel,

! So E; A has of barm. 3SoE; om. A,
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and pus pes foolis moten loke ferpere, to knowe a just dede, and
80 unjust®,

De cost of Romaynes, and pe tribune, and mynystris of pe Jews,
dooken Jesus and bounden him ; and ledden him first to bishop
Anna, for he was cosyn of Caiphas, pat was bishop of pat seer.
e bishopriches weren boust and soold, for coveitise of preestis
and Romaynes; and per termes weren shortere, to make per
wynnyng pickere. And Caiphas was he pat 3af a counseil fo
Jewis, pat it spedip pai oo man die for pe puple. And Symount
Peltre suede [esus, and anoer disciple, pat was Joon; and pat
disciple was knowun fo pe bishop, and entride wip Jesus in to pe
out halle of pe bishop. And Pelre slood wipouten af pe dore, and
kerfore Joon wente oute, and seide to pe womman pat kepte pe dore,
and broust in Pelre. And pis hand-maide seide to Petre, Wher
pou be of disciplis® of pis man? Petre seide, ¥ am noon. Men
seien pat she axide not Joon pus, for Joon was knowun in pat
hous. And howevere men speken here, God wolde pat it were
pus; and God mai listli move a man, to take oon and leve
anoper. And servantis and mynisiris stoden al pe coolts, and
warmyden hem, for il was coold; and Petre siood wip hem, and
warmyde him.

And panne pe bishop axide Jesus of his disciplis, and of his
lore. Jesus answeride o him, ¥ have spoken opynli to pe world,
and tauyt evere in pe synagoge and lemple, whidir alle Jewis camen
logidir, and in hid ¥ spak noust. What axist pou me? Axe
kem pat herden, what ¥ have spoken to hem ; lo, pei witen what
pingts ¥V seide.  And here mai we lerne myche. First, how
preestis shulden preche opynli,—for pus dide Crist our alper
maistir, and spak noping in hidlis? bi shrift of rownyng to
men. We mai lerne, over pis, to fede not uncovenable axingis,
for it was not tyme now to axe pus Crist of his lore, for pe folk
was unable to heere his wordis to per profit, and pe bishop
wolde not trowe Crist, as he wolde not* trowe oper pat herden.
And pus Crist taugte pis bishop, by sharpnesse of Cristis swerd,
pat he shulde not axe uncovenably questiouns out of pe tyme.
And whanne Crist hadde seid pes wordis, oon of pe ministris pat

! and an unjust, E. % a disciple, E. 3 biddlis, E. t So E; om. A,
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was ny3, 3af @ buffel lo Jesus, and seide, Answerist pou pus to pe
bishop 7 AlLif pis stroke moste nedis be, 3it it was not ful?
medeful, for he was in pe same synne wip pe bishop in pes
wordis. For wherto shulde he axe Crist a ping pat men wisten
wel aboute ?  And so he synnede in veyn wordis, wip pe strook
pat he 3af Jesus. Jesus answeride to pis minisive, 33 ¥V have
spoken yvel, bere 3ou wilnesse of pe yvel, and 35 ¥ have spoken wel,
whi smytist pou me 7 Sip pat Crist knewe bifore, pat he shulde
be smyten for pes wordis, and 3it he spak hem pus upon resoun,
lerne we pis hardynesse of Crist.

And Annas sente Crist bounden io pe bishop Caiphas. Bope
pes two weren bishopis in pis jeer pat Crist diede inne. But
muse we not whepir was first bishop, or hadde pe office for pis
tyme; but it semip pat Annas; and Caiphas was pe elder man.

And Symount Petir siood stille, and warmede him in al pis
tyme. And pe servauntis seiden fo Pelir, Wher pou be of his
disciplis P Petir denyede, and seide, ¥ am not. Oon of pe bishopts
servauntis seide to Peire, his cosyn, whos eere Pelre smoof of, Saw
Y pec not in pe serd wip him? And Pelre denyede ayen, and
anoon pe cok crewe. Wite we wel pat Petre synnede ful gre-
vouseli in pis tyme, sip he falseli denyede his maistir and
cowardli to pes servauntis; and j3it he muste nedis do so, or
ellis Crist hadde gabbid bifore. But God forbede pat we trowen
pat Crist myste gabbe, or pat Petre synnede® not ; but formere
synne pat Petre dide, as was his presumptuous pryde, nedide
Petre synne®; but Crist mekide him bi pis synne. But here
it semep pat pe apostlis varien in pes pree denyyngis of Petre.
For Mathew seip, pat bifore pe cok crowe, Petre shal denye
him pries. Mark seip, bifore pe cok crowe twies, Petre is to
denye Crist pries. Luk seip, pe cok shal not crowe to day, til
Petre pries denye for to knowe Crist. Here men seien comunli
pat cokkis crowyng is taken on two maneris; first, for alle
pe voices togidere pat pe cok makip first, and aftirward for ech
vois bi him silf, pat pe cok sownep at oonys. And so pe cok
syngip comunly first fyve songis or sixe togidere, and alle pes
maken oo cokkis crowyng, as alle pes ben o vois; and sum

! om. E. 2 So E; synne, A. 2 to synne pus, E.
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gospel spekip o maner, and sum on anoper. And sum seien
pat Petre denyede onys Crist, bifore ony vois of pe cok, and eft
he denyede Crist twies, bifore pe cok hadde crowe twies. And
so pes wordis of pe gospel answeren wel to pis witt.

And panne pei ledden Jesus to Caiphas® in lo pe mul-halle? ;
and it was eerli; and pet entriden not into pe mut-halle, for to be not
JSuylid, but for to ete per Paske lombe, as pe custome of pe Jewis
is, Here men seien comunli, pat Jewis hadden a maner, pat
noon alien shulde come to hem, neiper Heroude ne Pilat, in to
siche privy place, for panne pei shulden be defoulid. And so
pes men entriden not in to pis hous, to fle to comune wip
hepen men, but to ete per Pask lomb, as pe lawe lymytip? hem.
And herfore Pilat wente oute fo hem, and seide, What acusyng
bryngen 3ee ayen pis man? Pei answeriden, and seiden i him,
3if pis man were not an yvel doere, we hadde not lake him 1o pee.
Perfore Pilat seide o hem, Take 3¢ him 30u self, and aoftir 3our
lawe juge 3¢ him. And panne pe Jewss seiden to him, It is not
leveful to us to sle ony man. It is seid comunli pat pe Em-
perour of Rome ordeynede pat Jewis shulden be no jugis, for
to sle men bi per lawe, for pei mysundirstonden?® per lawe,
and slewen men ofte falsely. And to pis entent spaken pe Jewis,
to shewe pat pei wolden obeishe here. Daf pe word of Jesus
shulde be fillid, telling what dep he was fo die. Crist tolde bifore
how he shulde die, and how he shulde be bitrayed to hepene
men. And herfore it was nedeful pat pe Jewis 3aven him to
Pilat, for he was an hepene man, and alien fro pe Jewis.

And herfore Pilal wente ayen in fo pis hall, and clepide Jesus,
and seide to him, Art pou kyng of Jewis? Jesus answeride,
Seist pou pis of pi silf, or oper han seid to pee of me? Pilal
answeride, Wher ¥ am a Jewe? Pi folk and bishopis token pee

o me ; what hast pou done, to be dampned? as 3if Pilat wolde |,

seie to Crist, Sip Y am an alien, and pou art acusid of pi folk,
Y take not but of hem whatever Y seie to pee; and perfore Y
wolde wite of pee, what pou hast don, to be dampned. Jesus

t mote balle, E, Q. 2 lymytide, E. 3 mys-undirstoden, E.
& This mistranslation—*to’ in- yet the reading of the Vulgate—

stead of ‘from’ Caiphas,—occurs ‘a Caipha,’--gives no countenance
also in the two Wycliffite versions; to it
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answeride pan to Pilat, My rewme is not of pis world; 3if my
rewme were of pis world, certls my mynistris wolden strive for me,
pat ¥ shulde not be laken to Jewis ; but now my rewme is not
here. Bi pis word we shulden wite, pat Crist grauntide pat he
was a king, for ellis he hadde spoken in veyn pes wordis to Pilat;
but he mente pat he was king of aungels and alle good men ;
and alle pes weren ful fer fro pe men pat weren here. And
Crist bi chaumbring of pes wordis taujte men to flee boost.
And so Crist denyede here pat he was seculer kyng of Jewis;
and so Cristis clerkes shulden shame to be sich lordis bi title
of Crist; and pis shulden pe pope knowe, and fle blasfemy of
his maistir. And so Pilat seide to Crist, Herfore pou art a kyng ?
Jesus answeride, Pou seiest pat ¥ am a kyng; as who seip, of
my wordis it suep pat Y am a kyng, for Y am kyng of hevene
and erpe, by many titlis of my rigt. And here Crist chaumbride
his wordis and taujte men to flee boost; but pe hepene juge
seide soip, and telde how hepene men® shulden graunte pis
aftir.  And pus seip Crist, pryvyli, ¥ am born in pis entent, and
Y cam for pis into pis world, for to bere witnesse to freupe.
And so Crist grauntide in general wordis pat he was kyng over
al pis world. Ech man pat ts of ireupe, heerip my vois for sum
tyme. And pis seide Crist to teche Pilat to knowe pe treupe in
pis mater. Prlat seide fo Crist, What is treupe? And alzif
Pilat abood not answere, 3it Crist, shewinge himsilf, tolde to
Pilat what is treupe, sip Crist in his persone is treupe, as he
witnessip bifore.

And whan Pilat hadde seide pis ping, he wente out ayen to pe
Jewis, and seide to hem, I fynde no cause in fesus, to dampne
him to deep. But il &s a custume 1o 3ou, pat V leeve oon® in
Pask ; wole 3¢ herfore pat ¥ leeve 1o 30u pe kyng of Jewis, and
dampne him not? Pe Jewis calengiden a fredom to have
a man jovun to hem, for solempnite of pe feeste, pat shulde
ellis be doon to pe dep. Efie pei crieden alle, and seiden, 3 yve
not kim pis, but Barabas. Barabas was an hardi peef, pai for
manslauyter was put in prisoun. And panne toke Pilal Jesus and
scourgide kim, bifore pe Jewis, so pat per yvel wille were fillid in

1 So E; om. A, 2 leve 30u one, E.
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pe betyng of Jesus. And knystise, foldinge a crowne of porn,
pultiden upon Cristis heed, and clopiden him in a clop of purpur,
pat his blood shulde pe lesse be seen. And per camen to him,
and seiden, Heyl! pou Kyng of Jewds ; and pei 3avun him buffatis,
after al, for to plese pe Jewis; for pei weren wel hirid of hem,
and pei wisten to plese hem pus. And pus pe Jewis weren
more to blame pan was Pilat, or pes knysgtis. Pilas wente out
azen, and seip to hem, Lo, ¥ bringe him jforp lo 3jou, pal 3¢ wite
hat ¥ fynde no cause in him. And so Jesus wente out, and baar
a crowne of pornes, and cloip of purpur. And Pilat seip to hem,
Lo pe man. But whanne bishopis and mynystris hadden seen
Crist, pei crieden, and seiden, Picche* him on pe crosse, picche®
him on pe crosse. Pis was pe mercy pe Jewis hadden on pis
meke man for his treupe. Pilat seide to hem, Tak 3¢ him 30u
self, and do 3¢ him on pe cross ; for ¥ fynde no cause in him,
to dampne him to sich dep. Pe Jewis answeriden to Pilat, We
han a lawe, and after pat lawe he is worpi lo die, for he made
kim Goddis sone.

And whanne Pilat hadde herd pis word, he dredde more, and
wenle ayen into pal halle, and seide lo Jesus, Of whenns art pou?
But Jesus jaf him noon answere, Verfore Pilai seide to him,
Spekist pou not to me P woost pou not pai ¥ have power fo picche®
on pe crosse, and fo leeve pee? Jesus answeride, Poun shuldist
have noo power azen me, but 3if it were 3ovun pee from above.
But neiper God ne emperour 3af him power to dampne pus
Crist, and so he badde not from above power to do pus Crist
to dep. And here men taken wiseli, 3if pei han power of erpeli
lordis; nepeles al pis power mut be reulid bi Goddis lawe.
Perfore he pat trayede me to pee hap more symme, pan pou hast.
And here many men traveilen in veyn to excuse Pilat, algatis
pat he synnede not in pis dede. But Crist witnessip pat he
synnede, aljif pe Jewis synneden more, of more malis, and
lesse pite. Soip it is pat Pilat hadde many poustis to save

1 Hei, E. 2 Putie, E.

s ¢Knight’ is a natural mise mon soldier, but for a knight or
translation of ‘miles’ in this place, man-at-arms, one holding a knight’s
that being the familiar Latin term fee.
in the middle ages, not for a com-
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Crist, but he lastide not in pes® poustis, and herfore he synnede
myche. And he shulde teche pes worldly men to laste sadde
in good purpos, and to drede to folde fro treupe, as Pilat dide,
for an yvel cause. Wheper pat he assentide here to dampne
Jesus, for drede of pe emperour, or to plese? pe Jewis, to make
him dwelle longe in his office, to dampne a man agens con-
science excusip him neiper to God ne man. And of pe wordis
of Pilat may men gedere pat he was gilty, for he seip he fyndip
no cause in Crist to do him pus to dep: sip pis is soip, and jit
Pilat dampnede Crist wipouten cause, it semep he dide an opyn
wrong bi Goddis lawe and mannis lawe. And so, al3if Crist
was dampned bi colour of lawe cyvyle, 3it Pilat failide in pis
lawe, for he abood not proof perof. Crist was many weies
accusid, but pe moste was heresie; and Pilat cowde not juge
pis, sip pe contrarie was soip, and it was nedeful in sich cause
to knowe pe sope and wite his proof. For many putten heresye
on oper bi malis and fals maner. Sopli ech heresie smatchip
blasfemye, and agen®. And blasfemye mai be done upon pre
maners. First, whanne a man 3yvep to God ping pat mai not
acorde to him, as 3if men seiden of God pat he were not mer-
ciful, but mercy of men passip mercy of God. Anobper, whanne
a man takip fro God ping pat mut nede be aproprid to him, as
3if men seien pat God is not mercyful upon synful men. Pe
pridde marer, in 3yving to man ping pat oonly longip to God,
as 3if men forgyve synne pat is doon ajens Goddis rijt. And
al manere of heresie smatchip summe of pes pree. And so, 3if
men maken lawis not groundid on Goddis lawe, and dampne
men as heretikes, for pei done ajens pes lawes, pes dampneris
ben heretikes, for pei wolen be anoper God. And pus pe pope
and his cardinalis smatchen ofte heresie, for pei brennen men
as heretikes, for pei maynteynen Goddis lawe.

Joon seip pat, Fro pennes forp souzte Pilat fo delyvere Jesus,
but pe Jewis crieden, and seiden, 3if° pou leevest him pis, pou art
not pe emperours frend, for ech man pat makip him kyng, azen-
setp pe emperour. And Pilal, whanne he hadde herd pes wordis,

1 So E; A has bis. ? So E; A has or plese to.
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ledde Jesus forp, and sat for domesman in place pat is sesd Lico-
stratos, and in Ebrew Golgatha. And if was pe Friday of Pask,
as 1t were pe sixte hour. And Pilat setp fo pe Jewis, Lo, your
kyng. And pei crieden, Take awey, lake awey, picche him on pe
crosse.  Pilat seide to hem, Shal ¥ pitche 3our kyng on pe crosse?
Pe bishopis answeriden, We han no kyng but pe emperour. Herfore
Pilat toke panne Crist to hem, fo pulle him on pe cros. And so
pis juge, for mannis lordship, dampnede treupe upon pe tree.
And pus bishopis crien to day, leevyng mandementis of God,
and jyvyng hem to mannis lawe, We han no kyng but pe
emperour. For bishopis weren pei pat seiden pes wordis, and
s0 pei seien to day in dede, and seculer jugis assenten wip hem,
and jugen ofte for per part.

Pe Jewis tooken Jesus and ledden him out. And Crist, beerynge
o him a cros, went in lo pal place pat is clepid Calvarte, and in
Ebrew Golgatha ; wher pei putten him on pe crosse, and wip
him two oper, peves, on eiper side, but in pe myddis Jesus. And
Pilat wroot a title, and put it on pe cros ; and it was writun
on pis maner, Jesus of Nasareth, kyng of Jewis. And pis title
redden many of pe Jewss, for pe place where Jesus was don on pe
crosse was ny3 pe citee ; and if was writun tn Ebrew, Greek, and
Latyn ; for pes pree men, pat camen to pe feste, mysten alle
rede it and understonde it. But pe bishopis of Jewis seiden to
Pilat, Nyle pou wryte, king of Jewis, but pat he seide, ¥ am
king of Jewss. Pilat answeride, Pat V' have writun, I have
writun ; as who seip, pis writing shal stonde, and it is not azen
pe emperour. And pe knystis, whanne pei hadden pitchid him on
be crosse, token his clopis, and maden foure partis, to ech knyst
a part. And pei token Cristis cofe, and pis cole was unsewid,
woven above alfogidere. And pes knystis sedden togidere, Kerve
we 1t not, but make we loitis perof, to whom it shal falle ; pat pe
scripture shulde be fulfillid pat seip, Pet partiden to kem my clopts,
and on my cloip pet castiden lott. And certis pe knyttis® diden pes
bingis. And herbi it seme)p pat freris gabben falsely upon Crist,
pat his clopis weren so pore, and so cloutid on ech side; for

* E and the Wycliffite versions agree with A; Q has Litostrotos; the
V:,llgate, at least in the modern editions, has Lithostrotos; Gr. Mbéorpuwrov.
A n

ystis, E.
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panne knystis wolden not have parted pes clopis, ne have lettid
to kerve his cote ; but it semep pat pei weren preshos, al dyvers
from abitis now.

And per stooden about pe crosse of Jesus, his modir, and his
modir® sistir, Marie Cleophe®, and Marie Mawdeleyn. And
herfore, whanne fJesus hadde seen his modir, and his disciple
stondinge pal he lovede, he seide to his modir, Womman, lo here
P sone.  And after ke seip o Joon his disciple, Lo here pi modir,
And fro pat hour took pis disciple Marte info his modira, After-
ward Jesus, witinge pat now weren alle pingis ended, pat pe
Scripture were endid, he seip, ¥ pirste. And a vessil was putt
bere ful of eisil; and pet token a spungeful of eisil ; pulfing it
aboute wip isope® and profride it fo his moup. Men seien pat
pei token a vessel, and fastnede it on a pole, and filliden it wip
eisil, and helden it to Cristis moup. And whanne Jesus hadde
tastid pis eysil, he seide, It is endid; and bowide doun pe heed,
and sente out pe spirit, Pes wordis pat Crist hap spoken here,
holden more witt pan we cunnen telle. But, as Austin seip and
notip here, pis maistir made his cross a chaierb, and tauste,
hanging on pe cros, for he hatip ydelnesse. Joon tellip bifore,
how Crist answeride to his modir, What is pat to me and pee,
womman? for jit is not myn oure comen. As who seip,-—
Y have of pee fleish, wherebi Y shal suffre; but 3it dwellip my
godhede, bi which Y sende my soule to helle. And pus Crist
clepip twyes his modir, womman, for gretter cause pan we
cunne seie. And Cristen men han noo doute pat ne Joon was
verry Maries sone, and pis Marie was his modir; for he seip
so pat mai not lye.

And so men pat marken pe gospel seien, pat Crist spake
sevene wordis, pe while he hyng on pe cros, to greet witt and
mannig profit. First, he preiede for his enemyes, to ensaumple
us charite, and preiede his Fadir to forgyve hem, for pei witen

1 modris, E. 2 Cleope, E. 3 ysope, Q.

a Thus the writer, and also the cxix. ‘Exemplo suo suos instruxit
newer Wycliffite version, translate  praeceptor bonus, ut a filiis piis im-
the * accepit in sua’ of the Vulgate. ndatur cura parentibus; tanquam
The older Wycliffite version is lignum illud ubi erant fixa membra
better; ¢ took hire in to his thingis,” morientis, etiam cathedra fuerit

b S. Aug. In Johan. Evang. Tract.  magistri docentis.’
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not what pei doon. And no man shal fynde but here pat Crist
tauyte men ever to figte. And pus Crist quenchip ire, sip he
forgaf pus hise enemyes. Anoper word pat Crist spak here was
pat he seide to pat o peef?, To day pou shalt be wip me in
Paradise. And here Crist quenchip envie, pat fleep pat a mannis
neizbore take part wip him in good, but Crist taujte here pe
contrarie. Pe pridde word tellip here, how Crist 3af his modir
to Joon as virgyn, for to kepe a virgyn; and pus he dampnede
lecherie ; for lecchours doen no such keping as a good sone
doip to his modir. pe fourpe word pat Crist spak here, was
when he criede Eloy; and bi pis word he puttide out sloupe,
whanne he preiede his God now, and confesside in a manere
pat God dide pus for his good. For love of Cristis Chirche
God lefte him pus to suffre peyne, but God myjste not leeve
Crist, to helpe him and comfort him. And sip God lefte Crist

- in his enemyes hondis, to good of him and his Chirche, what

art pou pat grutchist azens God, to suffre peyne and flee sloupe ?
Pe fyvep? word is writun here whanne pat Jesus seide, Y
pirste. For he pirstide to save mankynde, and herfore he tastide
peyne. On pis pirst shulden glotons penke, and nevere drynke
but in mesure, to worshipe per God and helpe per soule; and
penke how Crist tastide eisil. ~And herfore Crist, wip his
apostlis, tauste to suffre peyne for treupe and for profit of
Cristis Chirche, as Poul tellip in his book. Pe sixte word pat
Crist spak was a litil bifore he diede, whanne he seide, Fadir,
in to pi hondis I bitake my spirit to kepe. And pus men
shulden flee pride, and put al per trust in God. For oper stanes
pat beren lame men failen, be pei never so proud. Pe sevenpe
word pat Crist seip here, It is endid,—as it shulde be,—castip
out averice, and oper synnes, whanne men holden hem paied
of ynows3, and seien wip Poul, whanne we han fode and hilyng
holde we us paied. And pis lore failip to averous men, and
to many clerkes of pe world. And sip we chargen mennis
testamentis, and Crist mad pis testament solemply® to oure
profit, charge we bis for more mede, for oure bileve techip us,
pat who chargip not pes wordis is cursid of God, as a fend
to be dampned evere in helle.
1 to be peef. E. ? fyvepe, E. % solempnely, E.
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And Jewss, for it was vigile of pe Sabot, pat we clepen Good
Friday, pat pe bodies shulden not dwelle upon pe Sabot tn pe cros,
Jor pat day of Sabot was a greel day, preteden Pilat pat ker hipes
shulden be broken, and per bodies taken awey. And so pe knyshs
camen, and braken pe hipis of pe firste, and so of pe lopir pat was
piechid on pe crosse wip him. Bul whanne pei camen to Jesus,
and sawen him panne deed, pei braken not his kipis. But oon of
pe knyyttis openede his sidis® wip a spere, and anoon wente out
blood and waler. And he pat sawe it bare witnesse, and his wit-
nesse 15 trewe ; and he woot pat he seip soip, for pat 3¢ shulen
bileve.  Ves pingis weren doom to fulfille holy wrilt, 3¢ shulen not
breke a boon of him. And efte anoper writ? setp, Pet shulen se
kim in whom pet picchiden®,

Here shulen we knowe pat ofte God wole 0o cause, and man
anopir. For it seme) pat pes Jewis wolden be sikir of pes pree,
pat pei shulden not flee awey, and herfore pei diden pus. God
caste for anoper eende, for to telle pat his lawe, made of pe
Paske lombe, pat pei shulden not breke his boones, figuride pis
Lomb of God. And here men noten over pis, pat Cristis
passioun was pe moste pat myste be in ony man, for many
causis pat weren in Crist. Cristis wittis weren moost quik,
sip in pe myddil age Crist suffride, and God ordeynede pe joie
of Crist not lette pe wittis of his fleish, pat ne pei feeliden fulli
pe peynes pat his bodi haddes. And so pis innocent feelide
wel what sorowe pei diden his bodi. Pe cros, pe place, and pe
tyme, aggregiden pe peyne of Crist; and unkyndenesse of his
kynde, and moost synne of hem pat slowen him. And so pis
lomb 3af his blood, pat is in pree places of man. And first he
3af his blood bi scourging, pat was in pe fleish of Crist; sip he
3af his blood of veynes, in his feet and in his hondis; but last
he jaf blood of his herte, pat holdip moost preshious blood.
And pis blood was kept by miracle, and movede whanne Crist
was deed, for herte blood springip of man as in his moste
propre place. And pis blood, wip the water, bitokenep ful

. 1 syde, E, 3 pitchiden, E.

® God ordained that the joy of prevent his bodily senses from feel-
i Christ, as God, in accomplishing ing to the full the pain and torment
| the work of redemption, should not  of the cross.
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bigging of man, and ful waishing of his synne ; but what shulde
Crist do more to man?

After pes pingis a knyst, Joseph, pat dwellide in Armathie,
bat was disciple of Jesus, but hid for drede of pe Jewis, preyede’
Pilat 1o take awey pe body of Jesus, to do it worschip. And
Nichodeme cam also, pat cam first fo Jesus bi ny3t, and brouste
mirre and aloen® medlid, as it were an hundrid pound. Pes two
princis lfoken Jesus bodi, and lounden it wip lynnen clopis wip
oynementis, to kepe his bodi fro rotyng and oper harmes, as
maner is to_Jewis for to birie men. And bes two princis, 3if God
wole, shulen figure helpe of Cristis Chirche, for to defende his
lawe ajens preestis pat ben his enemyes. For now, whanne
Crist is deed bi preestis, shulde lordis helpen to quykene his
lawe.

Der was tn pe place where Crist was don on pe crosse, a gar-
deyn, and in pat gardyne a newe sepulcre, in pe which no man
was put in3tt. And pere pei putliden Jesus, for® pe vigile of Jewis
Jeeste, for pe sepulcre was ny3. Pis passioun of Joon tellip,
studied wip oper pre, how pat oure Lord suffride; and noon
agen sejp anoper. And ech part of pis passioun tellip, bi oper
witt pan pe lettere, how men shulden lyve, and what shal falle
bope in pis world and pe topir.

PE GOSPEL ON EESTIR EvYN.

[SERMON CLXXXI.]

Vespere autem Sabbati—Marr. xxviii. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip what service pes wymmen dide* to Cristis
bodi. Matheu tellip how two Maries,—pe toon was Marie
Mawdeleyn, and pe topir oure Ladies sistir,—per camen late on
Je Sabot, pat was pe Satirday after pat Crist was deed, and pis
day shynep first of alle pe dates in pe wyke. Pes wymmen after

1 So E; A has preieden. ? alloen, E; alloes, Q. and Wycl. versions.
* So E; A has fro. t diden, E.
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evensong tyme, whanne it was leeve® to worche on Sabot,
ordeyneden peir oynementis to anoynte Cristis bodi. And ful
eerli on pe Sunday, pat was pe first day of pe weke, per camen
do pe sepulcre, aboute risyng of pe sunne. Pei weren comynge
on e even, and ordeyneden hem oynementis and token per
inne® ny3e pe sepulcre, to be eerly pere at morewen. And we
supposen pei rysen ful eerly, aboute mydnyst, whanne day
bigynnep.

And lo, per was maad a greel erpe dene, for pe angel of pe
Lord cam doun from hevene and meiyide® pe sepulcre of Crist,
and turnede awey pe stoon, and sat peron. And his loking was
as leiyt, and his cloth was white as snowe. And pe angelis face
like to Crist, tellip how pe Lord is dredeful to shrewes, and pe
whitenesse of his clopis tellip how Crist comfortip goode men.
And so, for drede of pis aungel, weren pes kepers aferd, and pei
weren maad as dede. But pe angel answeride, and seide to pes
wymmen, Nyle 3¢ drede, for ¥ woot pat 3¢ seken [esus, pat was
picched up on pe crosse. He s not here, for he is risen, as
ke seide.  Come 3¢, and se pe place where pe Lord was puttid.
And go 3¢ soone, and seie to hi's disciplis and Peire pat ke is risun,
and lo, ke shal go bifore sou in fo Galile ; pere shal 3¢ se him ;
lo, ¥ have seid bifore o sou.

Muse we not whanne Crist roos, but holde we stable pat he
roos upon pe pridde day, pat was Sunday, to bigynne pe dai
at mydnyjt. And so men seien, pat Crist roos a* Sunday in
pe morewenynge, and feeride pe knystis pat kepten his grave,
pat his apostlis shulde not stele him. But pes knystis tolden
to pe citee, how Crist roos out of pe grave, and how pei weren
aferd for pe rysyng of Crist, pus quyk, and pe Jewis bihisten
hem greet money, to feyne pis leesyng of Cristis disciplis, pat
pei camen upon pe nyjt, and stolen his bodi pe while pei slepten.
And pes weren princes of preestis, pat feyneden pis leesyng pus
on Crist; and pes knystis weren coveitous, and token a greet
noumbre of money. But pis rysyng of Crist was knowun in
pe citee, and al pe loond. And, if God wole, pes hye preestis
shulen not stoppe oper trewe men, by 3yvyng of per money,

t leveful, E. 2 ber yn, E. 3 neysbed, E. *on, E.
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and of greet benefices, for to telle not Cristis lyf ne his lawe,
pat ben agens hem. For treupe mut algatis be known, however
false men hiden it.

pPE GOSPEL ON EESTIR MONEDAIL

[SERMON CLXXXII.]

Ex discipulis® Jesu~Luo. xxiv. [13.]

Pis gospel tellip how Crist apperide on Paske dai to two
disciplis. For he apperide ten tymes bifore he styede into
hevene, and pis, wip* witnesse of knystis, sufficide to prove pat
he was risun. Crist apperide fyve tymes upon pat Sunday pat
he roos, and oones to pes two disciplis, in the form pat Luk
tellip. Zwo of Cristis disciplis wenten on pis Sunday to a casiil
bat was clepid Emaus, aboute six myle fro Jerusalem. And pes
two spaken fogidere of alle pes pingts pal weren fallen. And it
was don, while pei fabliden, and sowzten bitwixe hem two, pe same
Jesus cam ny3, and wente® wip hem. And here foolis arguen
comunly, pat it is leveful to telle fablis, for pus diden pes two
disciplis, after pat Crist was risun to liif s, But graunte we first
to pes foolis, pat whanne men speken fablis pei fablen in per
speche, and whanne pei fablen pei speken fablis; and pus pes
two disciplis of Crist fabliden as pei shulden not, as apostlis
synneden ofte, after pat Crist was risun to liif; but God forbede
pat herfore Cristene men have leve to synne. But sum men
seien pat fablyng is taken on two maneris; first, for speche of
mannjs dede pat is unknowun to oper men, pat sum men
graunten and sum men denyen, for uncerteynte of pe dede; or
fable is to speke fablis ydely, as many doon, and pis is algatis
yvel; sip Crist seip in pe gospel, pat of ech ydil word pat men

L So E; A has disciplis. ? om. E. $ Soin E; A om.
and wente.

a From misunderstanding the  difficulty which has no real existence, :
¢fabularentur® of the Vulgate, (Gr. The Wycl. Versions, instead of .
& 79 Smikeiv), Wyclif has raised a  *fabliden,” rightly render, * talkiden.”
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speken, shulen pei rekene at pe day of dome. Pes disciplis
spaken of bileve, but God woot wher pei synneden.

But per t3en weren holden, pat pei knewen not Jesus. And
Crist seide to hem, Which ben pes wordss pat 3e speken togidere
wandring, and ben sorewful 7 And oon answeride, pat hiyl
Cleophas, and seide fo him, Art pou aloon a pilgrym in Jerusalem,
and hast pou not knowun what pingis han ben done in pat citee pes
dates 7 As who seip, no pilgrym in Jerusalem shulde unknowe?
pis; 3he, 3if a pilgrym were him aloone, for comune speche pat
was of Crist. And Crist seide to pes disciplis, What pingis ?
And pei seiden, Of Jesus of Nasareth, pat was a man prophete,
my3le tn werk and word bifore God and al pe puple ; and how pe
hierste® preestis and oure princis bitraseden him, and dampneden
him to pe dep, and picchiden him om pe cros. But we hopiden pat
he was jfor to bie Israel; and now, upon alle pes pingts, to day is
pe pridde day pat pes pingis weren done. But and summe wym-
men of ourts maden us aferd, pe which bifore pe Uiyt weren af pe
sepulere ; and pei founden not kis bodi, and camen, and seiden us
pai pei seem a siyt of aungels, pat seyn pat Crist livep. And summe
of ouris wenlen o pe sepulcre, and founden so as pe wymmen seiden,
but pet founden not him. And Crist seide to hem, O foolis, and
slow of herte to bileve in alle pingis pat pe prophetis han spoken.
Wher 1t bihovede not Crist suffre pus, and so entren info his glorte ?

And bi pis gospel taken many, pat pes disciplis failiden in
bileve, not al oonli for pei fabliden of pingis pat pei shulden wel
bileve, but for pei hopiden sich ping pe which pei shulde bileve ;
and speciali for Crist clepide hem foolis and slowe for to trowe,
and Crist mai not reprove men, but whanne pei don amys. And
pus, as Petir synnede aftir sendyng of pe Hooli Goost, so pes
disciplis synneden in ri3t trowyng of bileve. And pus shulden
pes foolis shame to jyve hem to siche fablis, for pes disciplis
fabliden® in ping pat pei shulden bileve.

And Jesus bigan at Moises, and alle prophetis pat toolden of
him, and expownede unto hem in alle scripturis pat weren of him.
And pei camen ny3 to pe castil whidir pei wenten, pat was a wallid
toun, and Crist feynede him fo go ferpere, and pis was soip pat
Crist wente ferpere. And pei constreyneden him, and seiden, Sire,

! So E; A has unknowun, ? byest, E. 3 So E; A has febliden,
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dwelle wip us, for it is evem, and now pe dai is turned to ny3l.
And Jesus entride in wip hem, and it was doon, pe while ke eet
wip kem, ke tok breed, and blesside i1, and brac? if, and dresside 11
#0 hem. 1t semep pat Austyn seip pat pis breed was Cristis bodi,
a8 he sacride bifores. And anoon weren per yien opened, and pei
knewen him, and he vanishide fro per y3en. And pei seiden panne
fogidere, Was not oure herte brennynge in us pe while Crisi spak
b us in pe wey, and openede to us hooli wrytingds ?

And pei rysyng in pe same oure wenten ayen into Jerusalem, and
pei founden enlevene apostlis gederid togidere, and hem pat weren
wip hem. And pei seiden, Pe Lord is risen verely, and he apperide
to Symount Peire. And pes two disciplis telden of po pingis pat
Selden' in pe wey, and how pei knewen him in brekyng of breed.
Men seien how pe gospel tellip, how Crist apperide speciali to
Petre; not oonli for Petre was capteyn, and was beden to con-
ferme his breperen, but algatis for pis cause, for Petre synnede
many weies in denyynge of Crist, and pus he was nyj dispeir,
and perfore Petre hadde moost nede to be confortid bi talis of
Crist. And so men seien, bi greet evydence, pat Petre among
alle oper apostlis was moost meke and moost servisable, and
moost pore in wille and liif. And herfore Petre was ordeyned
of God to be capteyn of hem alle, but not for to be heed of hem
evene wip Crist pat was his maistir, for certis pei weren alle
felowis, and licly Petre mekerst ? of alle.

U brake, E. 2 mekest, E.

# The reference may perhaps be Emmans: ¢ A Christo est facta per-
to the following passage from the missio usque ad sacramentum panis,
treatise of St. Augustine, De Con- ut, unitate corporis ejus participata,
sensu Evangelistarum; where he removeri intelligatur impedimentum
says, commenting on the story of inimici, ut Christus possit agnosci.’
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pE TEWISDAI GOSPEL IN pE EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXIIIL.]

Stetit Jesus in medio.—Luc. xxiv. [36.]

Lux tellip how Jesus apperide to his disciplis, to conferme
per bileve pat he was risen to Hif. Dis gospel seip, and Joon
bope, how Jesus stood in pe myddil of his disciplis, and seide to hem,
Pees be fo 3ou. And pis maner he hadde ofte; for myddil
persone in Godhede, and pis pesible king, heeld ofte pis myddil
place, and seide ofte pis word of confort. For pees is eende of
alle mannis werkes, pat ech man mut nedis desire; and 3if man
have pe laste pees, he is fulli blessid of God. ¥ am, seh Crist;
.nyle 3¢ drede. And pes two ben wordis of confort, for pe firste
tellip his Godhede, and pe toper how bis* manheed is quykened,
But what man shulde drede oust, pe while he hap sich a maistir?

But apostlis, disturblid and aferd, gessiden pat pei seen® a spirit.
And Crist seide to hem, What ben 3¢ trublid, and poustis comen up
in Joure hertis? See 3¢ myn hondis and my feel, for ¥ am pe same
man; grope 3¢ and see ; for a spirit hap noust fleish and boones, as
3¢ seen me kave. And whanne he hadde seide pis ping, he shewide
kem his hoondis and his side. And 321 while pei frowiden not fullt,
and woundriden _for jote, Crist seide, Han 3¢ here ougt pat shulde
be etun?  And pei offriden fo him a part of roostid fishe, and an
hony comb. And whanne he hadde eten bifore hem, he toke pe
remenauni and 3af to hem. And ke seide to hem, Pes ben pe wordis
pat ¥V spak to 3ou, 3it whanne ¥ was wip jou. For he toke his
twelve apostlis, and wente up to Jerusalem, and tolde hem how
he shulde die pere, and rise upon pe pridde day. And for 1 is
nedeful alle pingis be fuifillid, pai ben writun in Moises lawe, and.
in prophetis, and psalmys, of me,—myche more it is nedeful be
fulfillid pat Y have seide. Panme ke openede khem witt, pal pet
shulden undiystonde hooli writt. And he seide to hem, For & is
writun pus, and pus muste Crist nedis suffre, and rise fro deep on

1 bis, E. 2 syzen, E.
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e pridde dat, and be prechid in his name penaunce and® foryyvyng
of synnes among alle maner of folk.

And here mai we pleynly see, how Crist seip pat alle pingis
pat ben writun of him moten nedis be. And so, sip al ping pat
shal be is writun in pe book of liif, it mut nedelingis be for pe
tyme pat God hap ordeyned it. And here men douten comunli,
what fel of pe meet pat Crist eet, and how a bodi pat is blessid
myjte ete on pe manere pat we doon, Here men trowen as
bileve, pat Crist eet verrily, for no jogelyng ne falseheed was ony
tyme in Crist. And so we supposen pis mete wente fro his moup
to his stomak; and how pis mete was avoidid, we bisien us not
to wite; but we trowen pat it was not turned into Cristis bodi,
but avoidid on honest maner, as it is lykyng to God pat it
passe. And jif pis was oper maner of etyng pan men eten here
comunly, nepeles it shewide pat Crist was pe same man pat he
was bifore,

pE WeDNESDAI GOSPEL IN EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXIV.]

Manifestavit® se Jesus.~JouN xxi. [1.]

Joox tellip in pis gospel how Jesus shewide him to his dis-
ciplis, after pe tyme pat he was risen. Jesus shewide him pus at
pe watir of Tiberiadis. And per weren fogidere af pis shewing
seven disciplis of Crist ;—Symount Petre, and Thomas, pai s
clepid Didimus, and Nathanael, pat was of a toun of Galile, and
James and Joon, Zebedees sones, and fwo opir of Cristis disciplis.
Symount Petre sethp to hem, ¥ go for lo fishe. Dei seyn o him,
And we comen wip pee. And pei wenten out, and stieden into
a ship, and pat ny3t pei token nowyt.  And whanne pe morewenyng
was maad, Jesus stood tn pe brynke; nepeles pe disciplis knewen
not panne pat it was fe.ms Perfore Jesus seip to hem, Children,

han 3e ony sowvel®? pat is, mete to make potage, and to medle
among potage. Pei answeriden to Crist, Nay. Crist seide fo!

! So E; om. A. 2 So E: A has Manistavit. 3 sowel, E. ]
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hem, Sende 3¢ pe net on pe ri3t side of your rowyng, and 3¢ shulen
Synde. And panne per castiden per nelt, and pei myyten notl drawe
it for multitude of fishis. And panne seid pat disciple pat Jesus
lovede unto Peire, It is pe Lord; as 3if Joon wolde seie to Petre,
pis man is Jesus pat stondip 3endre® on pe banke. Symount
Pelre, whanne ke hadde herd pat pis man was pe Lord Jesus, ke
girde kim tn a cole—for he was bifore nakid,—and puitide him
into pe water for lo come pus to Crist. But oper disciplis comen
81 pe boot, for per weren not fer fro pe lond, but as it were tfwo

| hundrid cubtlts, drawyng pe nett of fiske.

And as pei camen doun to pe lond, pei sawen hoot coolis put, and
Jishe put on hem, and eke per sawen a loof. And Jesus seide lo khem,
Bryng of pe fishes pat 3¢ han take now. Symouni Petfe wente up
to pe lond, and drows pe nett in to pe lond, ful of grele fishes, an
hundrid and fifly and pree ; and 3it, while pei weren so many, pe
neif was not broken wip hem.  Jesus seip fo hem, Come 3¢ and ele,
And noon of the men pat eelen dursien axe him, What art pou, for
pet wisten pat he was pe Lord. And Jesus cam, and saf hem
breed, and fishe also. And pis pridde tyme was Jesus shewid lo
his disciplss, fro pal he was risen fro deed.

Here men noten many wordis; for pis gospel is ful of witt,
First, how Petre wente ajen to fishing, but Mathew not to his
tolrie?; for pe firste craft is leveful, and pe toper nedip to synne.
And men supposen pat Petre hadde of borowyng bope boot
and nett, and pes disciplis camen togidere, and hadde werk and
fish in commune. But pes two fishingis of Petre figuren two
manere of men pat ben convertid unto Crist. Summe breken
pe nett, and turnen to pe water, and aftirward ben dampned in
helle; and pes ben figurid bi Petris fishing, pat was bifore pat
Crist suffride. And pus tellip pe gospel, pat Petre fishide til pe
nett brak, bifore pat Crist was deed; but pis fishing figurip men
pat shulen laste to blis, and pes men mai not breke pe nett, al3if
pei ben many and grete. For pei comen to pe lond of liif, and
breken not pus Goddis heestis. And pus, for Crist was in blis,
and was passid his weye in erpe, perfore he stood on pe lond,
and neiper rowide, ne wente on pe water. And 3it he myjte, 3if
he had wold, gon® on pe water, as he dide before; but he

1 3ende, E. ? tollerie, E. 3 bave gone, L.
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figuride pat he was comen to stablenesse of pe lond of liif. Pis
noumbre of fishis pat here weren taken, bitokenep pe noumbre
of seintis pat ben blessid in pe Trinite, for pree partis of per
werkes. And so pes pre fifti fishis ben alle pes seintis in hevene,
resting in per jubile for pe werkis pat pei hadden doon; and pes
pree odde fishis bitokenen pe Trinite, pat is oon in oo kynde,
and stablip alle seintis in hevene. Des hoote coolis wip pis fishe,
is pe noumbre of hooly aungels, pat brennen in love of God,
and feden oper, and ben fed. And herfore axide Crist bifore,
wher pei hadden ony ping to ete, to figure pis feste in hevene,
where seintis feden and ben fed.

ON PURSDAI IN EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXV.]

Maria stabal ad sepulerum.—JoRN xx. [11.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist apperide to Marie Mawdeleyn.
For Crist wolde pat womman kynde hadde pis privylegie to fore
man, pat he shewide him aftir his dep raper to womman pan to
man. For wymmen ben freel as water, and taken souner
printe of bileve. Joon tellip how pis Marie at pe sepulcre siood
wipouten, wepyng. And licly she wente bifore wipinne, and
wantide Cristis bodi; but her brennyng in love nedide hir to
abide more. And while pis Marie weple pus, she bowide and
lokide into pe tombe ; for hoot love makip many lokingis to pat
ping pat it lovep. And ske saw fwo aungels sittinge in white, one
at pe heed, anoper af pe feet, wher pe bods of Jesus was pul. Pe
aungels seyn to her, Womman, wha! wepisi pou? She seip to
hem, For e kan taken awey my Lord, and ¥ not where pei han
doon him. Whanne she hadde seid pes wordis, she turnede abac fro
pe sepulcre, and she saw Jesus stondinge, and she wiste nof pal it
was fesus. Jesus seide to Magdaleyn, Womman, what weptst pou?
whom sekist pou? She, gessinge pal he was a gardyner, seide fo
him, Sire, 31f pou hasi taken him awey, telle me where pou hast pul

! om. E.
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him,and ¥ shal ake him pennes, and pus he shal not be chargious
to pis gardyn. Jesus seip to hir, Maria. And so she knewe bi
vois and name pat pis persone was Jesus, and she was furned,
and seide lo him, Rabony, pat is to seie, Maistir. And it semep
pat she wolde have kist Cristis feet as bifore. Jesus sezp fo hir,
Nyle pou touche me, for 3it ¥ have not sikeied to my fadir.

Marie lovede here fleishli Crist; and he was not steyed in her
herte as a bodi glorified, as he shal be after assencioun. And
bifore pis ascencioun shal he not be fleishly tretid, for bi his
ascensioun his body shal be goostly knowun, and not bi sich
fleishly kissyng as Marie wolde have kissid Crist. Perfore go
pou to my breperen, and seie fo hem, ¥ stere o my fadir and fo your
JSadir, o my God and o your God. Here Crist spak homely bi
his manheed as he shulde, for pe Trinite is pus his fadir, and he
hap a God as we han. And pus he shewide his broperheed, and
tellip pat pei shulen aftir be blessid. And herfore cam Marie
Mawdeleyn, and tolde o disciplis pal she sawe pe Lord, and pes
Pingis seide ke fo hiy.

FE FRYDAY GOSPEL IN pE EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXVI.]

Undecim discipult abierunt—Marr, xxviii, [16.]

MarsEew tellip how Crist apperide in Galile to his disciplis.
Enleven disciplis wenten into Galile, into an hil where Jesus or-
deynede hem. And pei seynge him loutiden him, but summe doutiden.
And bisie we us not here, wher pes enlevene disciplis weren
apostlis, or what ping pei doutiden here, sip Thomas, ferrest fro
bileeve, trowide bifore pat Crist was risun, Wel we witen pat
men mai doute where pis be Crist, and jit bileve pat Crist is
risun fro dede, al3if we witen not which is he,

And Jesus cam ny3, and spake to hem, and seide, Al power is
30vun lo me in hevene and in erpe. It semep to sum men pat pes
wordis weren seid of pe manheed of Crist, and pat he hap, after

! So rightly E; A excludes the whole sentence from the guotation.
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his up-risyng, a maner of power, bope hevenli and erpeli, bope
in doweris of his bodi, and in worching of his Chirche. For
Crist mut nede abide his tyme to worche, bope in hevene and
in erpe. And strive we not aboute pis word, pat pe same power
of his manheed myjte now have worchid pus and now pus,
aftir pat his tyme axip. Wel we witen as oure bileve, pat Crist
hap al sich power; and pes wordis weren wel seide here, to pat
witt pat God menep.

Whanne Chist hap confortid his disciplis of his power pat he
hap, he enjoynep hem an office to alarge his Chirche here.
Perfore go se, seip Crist, and teche 3¢ alle hepene men, and cristene
3¢ hem in pe name of pe Fadir, of pe Sone, and of pe Holt Goost.
And teche 3¢ hem o kepe alle pingis, whatever ¥ have beden 3ou ;
and lo, ¥ am wip you in alle daies, to pe end of pe world. Here
mai we see how Crist worchip dyversely, for dyverse tymes; for
sum tyme he biddip his apostlis go not out into pe hepen mennis
weye, and here he biddip pat pei shulen go and teche alle
manere of hepene men. But wel we witen pat pes wordis
reversen no ping hemsilf; for, as clerkis seyn, contradiccioun is
of pe same ping in pe same tyme; as, now spekip a man to me,
and now he is stille and fer fro me. Sum men seien, pat Crist
bad men go not outinto pis weye, for he wolde pat pei pas-
siden not resoun, ne token pe wey of hepene men. And pus
Crist wolde pat his Chirche growede fro a litil flok to many
flok?; and first he wolde pat it were litil, and sip more, as skil
was.

Men musen aftir, how apostlis cristeden® men in pe name
of Crist, sip Crist tellip here pe fourme to cristen, in pe
name of pe Trinite. But here seien wise men, pat neiper Crist,
ne his apostlis, chargiden not siche wordis so myche as pei
diden vertues and dedes. And so, to maken Crist more knowun,
pe apostlis baptisiden wel in pis word; and pei hadden lore of
God to do as pei shulden, for dyverse tymes. But men douten
ferpere-more, how Cristis manheed mai be til domesday bi al
pis world, sip he is oonly now in heven. But here men seyn
comunli, pat Crist is everywhere bi his Godhede, and bi man-
heed wip his apostlis and her suters, til domesday. And pis is gret

1 jole, E; and this seems rather the best reading. 2 cristenyden, E.
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confort to hem, to be stable in per dedis; for pis office pat Crist
hap jovun hem myste not ellis be performyd. Lord! sip an
erpeli kyng is bope bi vertue and power bi alle places of his
rewme, more shulde pis acorde to Crist. Crist hap many
maners of being in his rewme, as clerkis knowen. And so
algatis pis is sop, pat unto pe daie of dome he is wip ech part of
his Chirche, on 0o maner or on oper.

PE SATURDAI GOSPEL IN pE EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXVII.]

Una Sabati—Jo. xx*. {1.]
Mary Magda: P1s gospel of Joon tellip how Marie Mawdeleyn was afrayed

?‘i{g‘%}g‘ in sekinge of Jesus bodi, and how Petre and Joon diden. Pe
foewrection- | firste day after pe Sabol, pat was on pe Sunday, cam Marie
Mawdeleyn o pe sepulcre eerly, pe while it was derk. And she
saw pe stoon laken awey fro pe sepulcre. Herfore she ran, and
cam lo Symouni Petre, and o pat disciple pat Jesus lovede, and
seth lo hem, Pei han laken my Lord fro pe sepulcre, and ¥V nol
wher pet han don him. And herfore Peire and Joon wenten ouf,
and camen o pe sepulcre.  And pes two runnen logidere, and Joon
ran bifore Peire, and cam bifore fo pe sepulcre. And whanne he
hadde bowid him, ke saw lynnen clopis of Crist leide aside, but he
entride not, But Symount Petir cam after him, and entride tn to
be sepulcre, and sawe pes lynnen clopis leid biside, and pe sudarie
bat was on Cristis heed, not put wip pe lynnen clopis, but bi itsilf
wlappid in o place. Panne entride Joon in fo pe sepulcre, and
saw, and bileevede, For 3it pei knewen not hooli writt, pat Crist
muste rise fro deed.
Peercepre. | Here men seien comunli pat Joon figuride pe synagoge, and
gfiheGentiies. | Petre pe hepene men pat camen after to bileve. But Joon
he Jews. wolde not entre in pe tumbe for Jewes, for a litil part camen
in to bileve of Crist, and pe more stood wipouten, Petre entride

U So rightly E and Q; A has Luk. axiv., apparently confounding this
gospel with that for the second Wednesday after Easter, infra, p. 145.
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wip hepene folk, and saw how pe lynnen cloip was departid fro
sudarie of Crist; and ech of pes was in his place. Pis bi-
tokenep pat dignite and? prelacie is severid now fro traveile in
Chirche, and fewe ben pat taken pe traveile, but worship of pis
lynnen cloip many taken wip greet wille, And so Joon stondip
wipouten, and fleep to take pis sudarie.

bE FIRSTE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTER EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXVIIIL.]

Surgens Jesus mane, prima [sabbati]—MAaRE xvi. [9.]

Pis gospel of Mark tellip how pat Crist roos to Lif. Mark
seip pat, Jesus, risynge eerly pe firste Sunday after pe Saboi, pat is,
pe firste day of pe weke, pat comep after Pask day, apperide first
fo Marie Mawdeleyn, of whom he caste oute sever fendis ; and in
her weren sevene synnes, and answeringe sevene fendis. Dir
Marie, goinge, tolde fo hem pat weren wip Jesvs, morenynge® and
wepyng ; for she tolde to apostlis, and oper wymmen pat weren
wip her. dnd pei, heerynge pat Crist lyvede, and was seyn of har,
trowtden not. And after pes® was Crist shewid lo two of pes
disciplis walking fo a foun a litil fro Jerusalem, but in anoper
liknesse ; and pei wenten forp, and folden to oper. Here men
tellen and corden* pes gospelis; pat Marie Mawdeleyn cam
ful eerli to pe sepulcre, and wente agen, and cam agen wip oper
wymmen. For love pat languiship traveilip faste aboute pe ping
pat is loved.

1o, E. 2 moornynge, E. 3 bis, E. # So E; A has recorden.
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PR FIRSTE FRIDAI AFTIR EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CLXXXIX.]

Exierunt mulieres—NATT, xxviil. [8.]

P1s gospel tellip how pat Crist apperide eft to pes wymmen.
Mapew seip pat, Pes wymmen wenlen oul of pe sepulcre, wip drede
and myche jote. But pis was alone drede, for pei bileveden pat
Crist was risun, and pat he was bope God and man, but pei
dredden what veniaunce God wolde take for pis synne. Buw/
pet runnen lo telle his disciples ; and lo, Jesus cam azens hem, and
seide, Heil be 3e. And pet camen ny3, and helden his feel, and
lowtiden him. Panne seide Jesus to hem, Nyle 3¢ drede ; go 3e,
and lelle 3¢ my breperen pat pei gon in to Galile, for per shulen
pet see me.

And whanne pes wymmen wenlen forp, lo, summe of pe knysitts
pat keplen pe sepulcre camen in to pe cilee, and telden pe princis of
preestis alle pingts pat weren doon of Cristis resurreccioun. And
pes prinets, gederid wip eldere men of Jewis, loken a councedl, and
savun pe knyytis myche moneye : and seiden lo pes knyytis, Seie 3e,
his disciplis camen on pe ny3t, and stolen his bodi, while 3¢ sleepten’,
And 3if pis be herd of Pilat, we shulengree wip® him, and make 30u
sthir. And pes knyyitis token pis money, and diden as pei weren
tawyt; and pis word is publishid among pe Jewes til pis dai.
As pis lesyng sprong of preestis, so lesyngis spryngen to day;
to bigynne at pe hye preest, and go bi preestis of his sort.
And as it semep to many men pis gabbing smatchip blasfemye,
and so it semep grevouser pan was pis gabbing of princis of
Jewes. TFor bei gabbiden on Cristis bodi, but pes gabben agens
his Godhede. Pei seien pat pei soilen ® men bope of peyne and
of synne; and it summe sich ben Goddis traitours, pat God
jugip to be dampned. For pes pat pus disseyven pe puple
blasfemen agens God. And pus in lawis and in bullis ben
gabbingis picke sowen; and freris, clerkis of pis prince, han

| sum part in pis crafte.
1 slepten, E. 2 So E; om. A, * assoylen, E.
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ON SECUNDE WEDNESDAI AFTIR EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CXC.]

Una Sabati—Luc. xxiv. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist apperide, after tyme pat he was
deed. Luk tellip, On pe Sunday next, after pe sabot of Jewis,
eerli and in pe grey day, camen wymmen lo se pe sepulcre,
bringinge pe oynementis pat pei hadden maad redi, And so pes
wordis of Mark, pat pes wymmen camen to pe sepulcre whanne
pe sunne was risun, moten be wel undirstonden. Sum men
seien pat pei camen ofte, and ofte wenten azen, Mark tellip
of pis comyng, pat pei camen at pe sunne risynge; but Luk
tellip of pe first comyng, pat pei camen on pis Sunday; and pis
semep more lik to soip, pan pat pei tarieden bi pe wey, til pat pe
sunne was risun ; for love was spore to pes ! wymmen, to make
hem to haste faste. And pei foundun pis grete stoon turned fro
be dore of pe grave. And pei, comynge in, founden not pe bodi
of pe Lord Jesus. And it felle, while pei weren astonyed in peir
mynde of pis, lo, two men stonden biside hem, tn shynyng cloih,
and pes two men weren two angels. And while pei dredden,
and castiden doun per face lo pe erpe, be angelis seiden to hem,
What seken 3¢ pe lyvyng among deed men?  He is not here, now
in bodi, but ke is risun ; penke 3¢ how he spak wip jou, 31t whanne
he was in Galile, and seide, pat mannis sone mut be bitrayed in
o synful mennis hondis, and be pitchid upon pe cros, and rise on
pe pridde day.  And pei hadden mynde of Cristis wordis, and pei
turneden azen fro pe sepulcre, and tolden alle pes to pe enlevene,
pat weren apostlis, and fo alle oper. And pes wymmen weren
Marie Mawdeleyn, and anoper womman was Joone, and Marie
James modir, and opir wymmen pat weren wip hem, pat seiden
pes pingts fo apostlis. And so it semep bi pes wordis pat here
weren fyve wymmen at be leste. And pes wordis weren semyng

! So E; A has pis.
SERMONS, VOL. IL L
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1o pes men, as pei weren founed wordis, for wymmen, whanne pei
ben affrayed, speken ofte wordis out of witt, and pes disciplis
trowiden not hem. And Petre roos, and ran fo pe grave, and
knelynge doun, sawe pe lynnen clopis put bi hem silf ; and he
wente awey, wundringe bi kim stlf pat ping was doon’.

And here men seien comunly, pat Crist apperide here to
Petre, whanne he wente bi him silf; but, for he wantip opir
witnesse, perfore pis gospel tellip it not, But pe gospel tellip
pat Crist apperide to Petre ; and it is licly pat in pis tyme. And
of pis gospel it semep opyn, pat pes wymmen trowiden wel
pat Crist was risen fro deep bifore pe apostlis, as Petre, or Joon,
or ony oper. Crist shewide him goostli to his modir, and telde
hir how he was risun. Marie Mawdeleyn wiste not 3it alle pe
treupis of pis uprisyng, but hadde doute of many oper, as it
semep of Joones gospel. And so Petre and Joon passiden pes
wymmen soone aftir in many pointis; but pes wymmen trowiden
to pe aungels, pat Crist was risen and was alyve.

bE SECUNDE FRIDAI GOSPEL AFTIR EESTIR WEKE,

[SERMON CXCI.]

Accesserunt ad Jesum.—MATr. ix. [14.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist taugte Joones disciplis bifore
Cristis dep. Mathew seip, pat Joones disciplis camen to Jesus,
and axiden pis questioun, Whi we and Pharisees fasten ofte, but pi
disciplis fasten not ? And Jesus seide to hem, Wher children of pe
spouse may moorne, as longe as pe spouse is wip hem 7 Bul per
shulen come daies, whanne pe spouse shal be taken from hem, and
panne pei shulen faste. For no man puttih a clout of a strong cloip
tnto an oold cloip, for it shal take awey pe fulnesse of pe newe cloth,
and per ts maad a wers brekyng. And men putten® mol newe
wyn inlo oold botelis ; ellis pe botelis ben broken, and pe wyn is
shed, and pe botelis perishen ; but pei senden mewe wyn inlo newe
botelis, and bope ben kept.

L of bat byng pat was done, E. * So E; A has ine puttip.
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1t semep pat Crist wolde meene bi pes two licnessis, pat bope
disciplis of Joon and disciplis of Phariseis weren good in per
tyme, but per tyme is passid; but disciplis of Crist ben stronge
as a newe garnement, pat shulde evermore laste, wipouten ony
cloutyng. And God wolde pat pes newe ordris studieden in pis
mater. Pe secounde ensample of Crist turnep to pe same witt.
For Cristis disciplis ben newe botelis made of him; and newe
lawe is newe wyn, pat Crist hap 3etid? in per hertis. And oper
ceremonyes shulen not lette hem to worche werkes of God, as
pes newe ordres letten to worche after pe gospel. And pus pes
newe hoolis, pat ben maad in oold botelis, letten profit of pe
Chirche bi olde and newe cloutid ? togidere.

PE PRIDDE WEDNESDAY AFTIR EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CXCIL]

Facla est questio de—~JomN iil. [25.]

P18 gospel tellip how Jewis and disciplis of Joon strooven,
and how Joon baar witnesse of Crist, pat he is hyere pan pei
bope. Joon tellip pat, a guestion was maad of Joones disciplis of
purificacioun, pat men hadden of baptim® Joon baptiside, and
Crist baptiside; and pei stroven which of hem was beter. And
Joones disciplis camen to kim and seiden, Maistir, he pal was
wip pee bisonde pe water of Joordan, to whom pou barist wit-
nesse, 1o, ke baptisip, and alle comen fo him. Baptiste an-
swertde, and seide, A man mai not take owzt, but 3if it be
sovun kim from hevene. 3¢ 3ou stlf beren me witnesse, pat ¥
seide gou, pat ¥ am not Crist, but pat ¥ am sent bifore him.
He pat hap a spouse is an housebonde ; and pe frend of pe house-
bonde, pat stondip and heerih him, joieh bi joie for pe vois of pe
housebonde. Joon wolde meene bi pes wordis, pat Crist is more
worshipful pan he; for Crist is an housebonde, and al hooli
Chirche his spouse; and Joon is but a frend to pis housebonde,
and a membre of pis spouse. And so Joon hap moche joie
bope in bodi and in soule, whanne he heerip Cristis vois, pat is

 yettis, E. ? cloutyng, E. 3 baptyme, E.
L2
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housebonde ! of holi Chirche. And 3if a spouse do a wor-
ye r

. ship to her housebonde, for he is beter, myche more pe Chirche

and her membris shulden do worship to Crist. And pis 2 my joie
s fulfillid. He mul wex, and ¥ mui wanese®. And so Joones
fame muste wexe for a tyme, and Cristis be hid; and after pe
fame of Crist muste creese, and pe fame of Joon wexe lasse,
For Joon was ordeyned for pis eende, to bringe in pe name of
Crist; and whanne he hap do pis office, he muste ceesse of pis
maistirship. For as bristil* bryngip in pe preed, and knyttip not
pe leper wipinne, so Joones penaunce brouste Crist in, but Joon
is not pe grace pat knittip. He pat comep from above is above
alle; he pat is of pe erpe spekip of pe erpe®; he pat is comen from
hevene s above alle. And pat ping pal he hap seen and herd, ke
wilnessip, and no man, to regarde, lakip wiinesse of him. Bul he
pat takip his witnesse, hap marked pat God is frewe. Tt semep
pat Joon wolde seie, pat Crist is bope God and man, and pus he
cam from hevene, and he leevep not to be in hevene, aljif he
toke mannis kynde, and is maad lesse pan angelis. And pus
men ben myche to blame, pat trowen not to Cristis word. #or
he whom God hap pus sent, spekip wordis of God ; but what man
of bileve wolde not trowe to Goddis wordis? And so many ben
out of bileve pis day in pe Chirche, for pei trowen to sensible
wordis, and oper signes pat men maken, but unsensible wordis
of Goddis Sone, pat mai not passe, pei trowen litil or noust, but
putten pes wordis bihynde. And pis is an untreupe ajen pe
firste commaundement,

For not in mesure 3yvep God spirit. For God 3yvep pe Hooli
Goost, pat is wipouten mesure myche; and hise iftis ben not
mesurid bi man, aljif symonyens mesuren per grace, and jyven
pleyner® absolucion, and more suffragies for more money?2. But

1 So E; bose-bonde, A. 2 in pis, E, * vanysghen, E.
4 bristel, E. 5 So in E; the words He bat comeb—erbe are excluded
from the quotation in A, ¢ plener, E

® The indulgences of which the
friars had the distribution carried
with them the plenary or partial
absolution of sin, so far as the tem-
poral punishment due to it was con-
cerned, to the peisons obtaining

them, But the same indulgences
might also be applied per modum
suffragd, ‘Suffragium,’ as explained
by Ferraris and one of his later
editors in his useful Bibliotheca, is
the spiritual aid which one believer
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sipen pes ben nawfragies, wel is him pat biep not. For Joon seip
here, pat no man mai take oust but of God; and sip pes prelatis
ben of erpe, pei speken of erpe, and ofte fals. e fadir lovep pe
sone, sip he is pe same God, and 3af alle pingis in his power, as
alle pingis ben Cristis'. He pat bilevep in pe sone, hap Uif pat
aye shal laste ; and he pat is unbileveful fo pe sone, shal not se pe
blis of hevene, but Goddis ire dwellip upon him®.  And sip pes
wordis of Baptist, put biside wordis of popis, ben so contrarie
togidere, pei moten have contrarie endis. But 3it Baptist was
more to God pan alle pes popis pat speken pus.

ON DE PRIDDE FRIDA! AFTIR EESTIR WEKE,

[SERMON CXCIIL]

Ego lux veni in mundum.—Joux xii. [46.]

P1s gospel of Jon tellip how Crist seip Baptistis sentence, and
for what ende he cam doun, and he?® profitip to his Chirche.
For pis turtil discordip not from opere foulis of hevene, but bi
lownesse and meekenesse he singip wel undir hem. 7 43/, sep
Crist, cam into pe world, pat ech man pal frowip perinne dwelle
#not ¢n derknesse. Crist is lijt bi his Godheed pat noon here mai
dwelle wip; but pis list is sumwhat shadewid bi pe manheed pat
he hap takun. And so pe ende wherfore Crist is man, is pro-
fitable 1o his Chirche, sip men han bi Crist grace to trowe"in
him, bope God and man. First, men mai se his manheed, and

! So E; A includes the clause in the quotation.
words He—bim are excluded from the quotation in A.

affords to another for the sake of
obtaining from God a remission of
the temporal punishment due to sin.
It was in this form that indulgences
were applied for the benefit of the
dead. For ¢Indulgentiae non con-
ceduntur mortuis per modum judicii
et absolutionis, quia Ecclesia exercere
judicium nequit in illos, qui suae
Jurisdictioni non subjacent, ut sunt

2 8oin E; the
3 om. E.

mortui : istis itaque conceduntur per
modum sxéfragii.' Wyclif means
that the friars taught the people,
that the more money they gave them
for pious, or ostensibly pious, objects,
the more indulgences they gained,
applicable by way of suffrage to the
spiritual benefit of their friends and
relatives, whether living or dead.
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bileve pat bope it and his Godhed ben o persoone of God, and
lyve after lore of pis persone. And so pis list hap out of men
derknesse of synne, pat ellis wolde shende hem. And as many
men in umbre seen betere pan men in greet ligt, so meke men
in pis list seen betere pan men in worldli Iyjt. For men pat
seen }is list of heven moten nedis be lowe, and se it in umbre.
And pus it semep pat many prelatis, for pei ben hye in per sist,
for pei trowen not in Crist, ben blynde bi glorie of pis world.
And 3if ony man heere my wordss, and kepe kem not, I juge him
not; for ¥ cam not lo juge pe world, but for to save pe world.
Here Crist takip jugement for rijt jugyng to peyne, and spekip
of his manheed for tyme pat he wandrip here. For as Crist, bi
his Godhede, jugip even wip pe Fadir, so bi his manhede he
jugip at pe dai of dome. He pat despisip me, and takip not my
wordis, hap a juge pat jugih him, for pe word pat V have spoken
shal juge kim in pe laste day., And pis word is in beyng'a pe
blessid God in Trinite. For ¥ kave not spoken of myself, buf pe
Jadir pat sente® me, he 3af me a mandement, what ¥V shal sete, and
what ¥ shal speke. For Crist myjte not, bi his manheed, neiper
erre in poust ne in speche; for he muste nedis seie in his soule
pat pat his Fadir bad him seie. And® ¥ woot pat pe fadris
mandement is litf everlastinge, and perfore pingis pat V speke, I
speke so as my fadir seide fo me. And hereinne shulde ech man
sue Crist, to speke and do pat God biddip; and 3if he be con-
trarie herto, he synnep, difformed * fro Cristis wille. And so al
pat God bad Abraham shulde he do, and dide myche; but God
bad him not sle his sone, but offre him; and so he dide. And
pus in pingis pat ben to do, shulde man speke and do mekely,
evere redy for to do what ever God wole pat he do. But 3if
God wole pat he do not pis for pis tyme, 3it God wole pat he
do it, 3if he shulde, for anoper tyme, do pis after Goddis wille.

! So E; A has biying. 2 So E; sende, A. 2 SoE; A ex-
cludes from the guotation. * defourmyd, E.

& That is, essentially.
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PE FOURPE WEDNESDAI AFTIR EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CXCIV.]

Respiciens Jesusd,—Joun xvii. [x1.]

p1s gospel tellip how Crist preiede for pe noumbre of his
apostlis. Joon seip pat Crist preiede pus; Hooly fadir, kepe hem
in pi name which pou hast 3oven me, pal pei ben oon, in maner, as
we ben. Whanne ¥ was wip hem, V keple hem in pi name; ¥
kepte hem pat pou 3avest me, and noon of hem perishide, but pe sone
of perishinge, pat was Judas Scariop? pal pe Scripture were
Julfillid.  But now ¥ come to pee ; and pes pingis ¥V speke in pe
world, pat pei have my joie fulfillid in hemsilf. Y 3af hem pi word,
and pe world hadde pem in hate, for pei ben not of pe world, as ¥
am not of pe world. And here is pe world® taken for men pat
lyven worldli, and shulen be dampned at pe laste, for defaute of
charite. And pis worldlyshipe shal laste as longe as prelatis
ben pus worldli; for pei shulden bere up oper men, and teche
hem pe weye to hevene. ¥ preye nof, seip Crist, pat pou take hem
now out of pe world, but pal pou kepe hem from yvel, pat nedip
men to be dampned. For pis synne is moost yvel pat mai falle
here to men.

1 Aspiciens, E. 2 So E; A includes the clause in the quotation.
¥ So E; A has word.

s These are merely from the in- so frequently prefixed to it. The
troductory words, which are not text ought to have been, ¢Pater
found in the gospel itself, but, in the  sancte, serva eos.’

Sarum as in the Roman missal, are
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Pe FOURDE FRinar GoSPEL AFTIR EESTIR WEKE.

[SERMON CXCV.]

Filioli met adhuc modicum.— Jonx xiil. [33.]

p1s gospel tellip how Crist spak to his disciplis on Shire
bwsdai. My children, seip Crist, 3¢ I am a lLitl tyme wip 3ou.
3¢ shulen seke me, and as ¥ seide to pe Jewis, Whidir ¥ go 3¢ may
not come, but to 3ou ¥ seie now. Crist seide to pe Jewis, pat pei
mysten never come to hevene, but he seide to his disciplis pat
pei mysten now comen. For sip alle pingis moten nedis be,
apostlis moten dwelle 3it hereafter, and edifie holi Chirche, as
Crist hap enjoyned hem.

A newe mandement ¥ 3yve fo 3ou, pat 3¢ loven togidere ; as ¥
have loved 3ou, ke, pat 3¢ loven togidere. Crist gyvep here en-
sample to hise, pat pei shulden pus love togidere, as Crist lovede
hem; and panne pei procuren not to hem worldli worship and
worldly riches. For Crist lovede hem not pus, as he shewide
in James and Joon. And in pis newe maundement failen popis
and ober prelatis, for pei loven men pat pei clepen peir frendis
to fatte dignities in pe Chirche. And sip pis was ende of Cristis
love, whi pat he lovede his apostlis, pat pei mysten have en-
sample of Crist to love togidere as he lovede hem, it is greet
synne among bes prelatis to love pus fleishly per frendis; for it
is not verri love, but raper hate of hem; for ech good love of
man mut be ensamplid of Cristis love. And here ben many
prestis grounded, pat for love of Crist pei wishen and worchen,
pat clerkes wanten worldli lordship; for in pis forme Crist
lovede apostlis, and he biddip us pus love togidere. And here
mai we see how preestis ben knyt togidere in harmful hate; for
siche worldli love of hem is contrarie to Cristis love. But
nepeles Crist seip, In pis shulen alle men knowe 30u pal 3¢ ben my
disciplis, 35f 3¢ han love fogidere. Here mai we see opynly, what
man lovep pe Chirche bi love pat Crist lovede his apostlis.
Symount Pelre seip to Crist, Sire whidir goist pou? Jesus an-
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sweride to him, Whidir pat ¥ go pou maist not sue me now, but
aftirward pou skalt sue me*. Here men taken of pis tixt, how
pei shulden love pe Chirche, and procure to it bi charite pat it
kepe Cristis ordenance. For worldli love, contrarie herto, is
myche hate pat Crist forfendip; as 3if a man wolde fede a
bridde, to take him aftir in pe® granes But pis treupe is not
knowun here, for worldlynesse pat men ben inne.

bE MoNEDAI GOSPEL IN PROCESSIOUN® WEKE.

[SERMON CXCVL]

Qui's vestrum habebit amicum.—Lvc. xi. [5.]

P1s gospel tellip bi opyn resoun how pat Crist mut love his
children. Luk tellip how Jesus seide to his disciplis pis en.
sample; Whick of 3ou shal have a frend, and shal 30 to kim at
mydnyyt, and shal seie fo him, Frend, lene pou me pre loves, for my
Jrend is comun out of pe weye to me, and I have nol mele pat I shal
putie bifore kim. And he wipynne answeringe sete, Nyle pou be
kevy fo me, now pe dore is shitt, and my children ben in bedde wip
me; I may not rise and yyve to pe.  And of he laste knockinge, T
sete to you, alyif ke shal not yyve him and rise, for pat pat he ts his
JSrend, nepeles for his shrewidnesse, and noye pat pe frend makip
him, A¢ skal rise and yyve him looves, as manye as him nedih,
sip he shulde have more anoye to dwelle stille in his bed. A4nd
1 seie to 3ou, seip Crist, Axe 3¢, and it shal be yovun fo you ; seke
3¢, and 3¢ skal fynde ; knocke 3¢, and #t shal be openyd fo 3ou. For
ech man pat axip lakip, and he pal sekip fyndih, and it shal be
opened to him pal knockip. For which of you axip his fadir breed,
and wher he shal yyve kim a stoon?  Or if ke axe a figsh °, wher
he shal yyve him an eddir for pe fiysh 7 Or if he axe an ¢y, wher
ke shal dressse him a scorpioun? Perfor if 3¢, sip 3¢ be yvele,

! Soin E; om. A, 2 bis, E. % fische, E.
» From the earliest times the cession, on the Rogation days. See

Litanies used to be chanted by the  Bingham’s Antiq. Eccles. xiii. 1, 12.
clergy and faithful, walking in pro-
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kunnen yyve goode 3ifHs lo Joure sones, how mocke more Joure fadiy
of heveme shal 3yve a good spirit to men pal axen him. For God
is more lovynge, more merciful, and more fre to 3yve hise sones,
pan men may be to 3yve her children any goodis.

It is seid comunli pat mannys frend comynge from pe weie,
is mannys spirit pat is wageringe! aboute desiir of worldli pingis.
But whanne pis spirit seep bi resoun pat pis is bisynesse and no
profit, panne it turnep ajen to pe man, and axip him foode medeful
to him. Pis man comep at mydnyst to God, pat axip him in
derknesse of synne, bifore he be purgid of lustful willis pat he
hap had in pe world. For clerkis seyn, pat where mannys spirit
is, pere he is, sip he is pat spirit; and filosofris seien over, pat
mannys spirit is where evere his affecioun is. And pus seip
Poul pat his conversacioun is in hevene, as ouren shulde be.
Pes children ben in pe bed wip man, pat ben in reste of hevene
wip God, and may not ryse and disserve to man, as prelatis pat
serven here to per breperen. pis lastinge knocking is purging
of man pat hap lyved synfully; pis improbite to pis purpos is
just tariyng of God, to 3yve to man pat is unable pingis pro-
fitable to him. Pes pre loovys ben pre knowingis pat man hap
of pe Trinyte; as ech knowing of an article of bileeve is clepid
a loof.

And pus pat man of pe world 3yvep a stoon instide?® of breed,
pat instide of articlis of pe troupe 3yvep doctrinal conclusiouns;
pei ben stable in trupe everlastinge, but pei feden not mannys
soule. He 3yvep a serpent to mannys soule instide of a fiysh,
pat 3yvep bisi werkes of pe world pat venemyn men as an eddre.
And so figshis ben medeful werkis, for to gete pe blisse of
hevene; and serpentis ben bisie werkis, to get¢ here worldli
welfare. Pat man 3yvep a scorpioun in pe stide of an ey, pat
syvep worldli frendship or love for love or frendship in God.
For such worldli frendship mote stynge a man at pe laste, but
love in Crist lastip evere, til pat it hap brougt a man to blis.
And pus, if we taken good hede, worldli frendis serven pus men,
bitwixe whom pei seien is frendship and love, for per jugement is
blynd.

And pus pe popis, and oper prelatis, 3yven ofte to per fleishli

Y walkynge, E. 2 in steede, E.
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frendis, stoonys, eddris, and scorpiouns, instide of pingis pat
shulden fede per soulis, For popis lawis ben harde as stoones,
and hie prelacies ben eddris, and poweris or privyleges ben
scorpiouns to mannys soule. And, for pis passip charite, and is
not samplid in love of Crist, perfor it bringip yn dampnyng,
bope to pe o part and to pe toper, And in pis blyndnesse
traveilen pei, pat hyren hem proctouris to pe pope, to gete hem
suche stoonys or eddris or scorpiouns, to fede hem here. But
where is more foly in pe world, pan pus to hyre men to do hem
barm? And such procuracie is synful and yvele takun.

Dyverse men speken dyversly herein, expownynge of pis
gospel; but many wittis pat semen dyverse, ben alle good and
ordeyned of God. But here men seien sopeli, pat many men
axen of God pingis pat wolden do hem harm, and perfore God
grauntip hem not; as Poul axide to be delyvered of pe pricke
of his fleish, and 3it he hadde answer of God pat it profitide to
his soule. And pus seip Crist to hise disciplis, pat if pei axen
ousgt of pe Fadir in his name, he shal gyve hem. Man shulde
axe no temporal ping, but if it were weie to his blis; ne any
ping, but if it were trupe and worpi pat God shulde 3yve it him;
and no ping but if it were blis, or meene to come to blis. And
pus Crist seip in Johnys* gospel pat he is weie, trupe, and liif;
and he axip in Cristis name pat pus axip in pes pre.

PE GOSPEL ON ASCENCIOUN EVYN.

[SERMON CXCVIL]

Sublevatis Jesus octlis—JoEN xvii. [1.]

P1s gospel of Joon tellip what looves mennys soulis shulden
ete. For wordis of pe gospel ben breed of liif to mennys

soulis ; and perfore he is cursid of God pat chaungip pis breed |

for stoonys. For among alle men out of charite, pes ben
ferpest fro charite, for pei ensegen pe soulis of men, and pynen

hem bi pe worste hungir. John tellip how, Crist lifte up hise

1 Yones, E.
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| y3en into heven, and seide, Fadir, tyme is comun ; clarifie pou pt
some, pat i sone clarifie pe; as pou hast sovun pi sone power of
al fleish ;—as who seie, Clarifie pi sone, as pou hast 3ovun him
power of al mankinde;—paf al ping pat pou kast 3ovun to him, he
3yve hem lisf wipouten ende. As who seie, Mankynde, of which
pi sone hap power, is dividid in two partis; o part shal be
dampned, anoper shal be saved; and in bope pes two partis
shal shyne power and mercy of Crist. Crist shal jyve being
wipouten ende to bope pes two partis, but pe firste part shal be
dampned, and shal be stoppid in helle, and lyve in ful just
peyne, bi pe grace of Jesus Crist. So if pei weren led wip
resoun, pei shulden be fayn of pis peyne, for pis plesip to God,
and to alle seintis pat ben in love. And it were moche more
peyne pat pei weren in hevene wip pis synne, wipouten any opir
peyne, pan is peyne pat pei now han. For filpe pat pe world
hadde panne were in pes synful men in hevene, and so pei
mooten nede be dampned, for fairnesse of Goddis rigt. And
pe firste part of pis word tellip all pis sentence, how dampned
men, stoppid in helle, han fairness of Goddis rijt. But it
is not Cristis maner to clepe pis, liif wipouten ende, alijif a
sofistre wolde graunte pat pei lyven wipouten ende. But pe
secunde part of mannys kynde, pat is sprad in brood hevene, is
toold in pe secunde part of pis word pat Crist hap spokun. So
pat pe ende whi pe Fadir zaf Crist power of pes, is, pat Crist
gyve hem liif in blis wipouten ende. And bope pes partis ben
o ping, for pei ben mankinde hool.

And so al hool mankinde, bope saved men and dampned,
han beyng of Crist wipouten ende, but on two maners. And so
men construen pes wordis to double entent;—and first pus, pat
al mankinde pat Crist hap have beyng wipouten ende, but pe
bettere part of pis kynde ben pei to whom God 3yvep blis. Pe
secunde grammer of pis word hap anoper undirstonding, pat al
pat is yovun to Crist, into oonhede of his persone, 3yve? blis
wipouten ende to seintis pat ben in hevene. For bope Godhede
and manhede of Crist is oonheede of hooli Chirche, and pis
heed 3yvep blis to ech membre of pis Chirche.

And pis is pe blisful litf, to knowe pee, oon verry God, and

! 3yven, E.
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hym pat pou hast sent, pat is oure Lord Jesus Crisf. And here
it semep openli pat Crist seip pat he is God; sip blisful liif
stondip in knowinge of pis trupe, pat seyntis han to knowe pe
Fadir and his Sone, aloone verry God. And pis is good witt of
pes wordis ; and pis witt denyep not pat ne pe Hooly Goost also

is pis same God, pe which is aloone verri God. And pis know- |

yng pat Crist spekip of, stondip not al oonly in witt; sip fendis
knowen pat pis is sop; but it stondip in witt and wille. And
pus seyntis han anoper knowing pan han dampned men, bat
clerkis clepen intuycioun. For, as clerkis seien wel, a man seep
not bi face of spirit pe unmaad Trinyte, but if he have joy of
pis sigt.

Crist seip aftirward to his Fadir, 7 kave clarified pe above pe
erpe. And it semep pat Crist spekip here to pis witt, as in
Matheu, pat Crist hap preisid his Fadir here above pe erpe
wipouten errour; as’® pes prestis bynden and unbynden above
pe erpe, pat doen pus wipouten errour of discord to wille of pe
Godhede ; and al pis moot nedis be boundun or unboundun in
hevene. 7 have endid pe werk pat pou 3avest me to do. And now
clarifie me pou, fadir, at pistlf, wip pat clarite pat I hadde bifore
pe world was at pe. For Crist hadde clarite and blis at his
Fadir, pe which was pe Godhede bifore in kynde, but not in
tyme pat pe world was maad of him. ¥ Aave skewid pi name to
men, pe which pou 3avest me of pe world ; pei weren pin, and pou
3avest me kem, and 3it pei ben pine as bifore, and pei han kept my
word. And now han pei knowun, pat alle pingis pat pou hast
soven me ben originali of pee.  For ¥ have 3oven to hem pe wordis
pat pou hast 3oven fo me, and pei han taken, and han knowun
treuly pat ¥ cam out of pee, and pei han bileved pat pou hast sent
me. ¥ preie for hem ; ¥ preie not for pe world, but for hem pat
pou hast 3oven me, for pei ben pine; and pus pis preier is skileful.
And alle my pingis ben pine, and pi pingis ben myne, and ¥ am
clarified in hem. For Crist is clarified, bope in Godhede and
manheed, in pingis of his Fadir. For alle hise Fadris pingis ben
hise, sip he is pe same God; but pis he leevep to telle opynly.

And now ¥ am not in pe world, and pei ben tn pe world, and ¥
come fo pee. Pis ‘now’ bitokenep a short tyme of a day pat

! and, E.
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Crist was inne; and he was deed in pe same day. And so now
he lyvep not pus, but apostlis lyveden longe after, but 3if it were
Scarioth, pat hangid himsilf wip a grane; but pis Judas is noon
of hem pat Crist spekip of in pis place.

pbE GOSPEL ON ASCENCIOUN puUR[s]pav.

Recumbentibus undecim. MARK xvi, [14.]

[The sermon which follows in all the MSS. is the same, word for
word, with that already printed at p. 360 of the first volume, The
reader will see, on referring to that sermon, that the Douce MS. (E)
did not include it in the list of its festival sermons, the scribe being
probably aware that it was contained among the Ferial sermons, and
desiring to save himself the trouble of a double transcription. An
important error in the text, as printed (solely from Bodl. 788) in
the first volume, can now be corrected by the help of these ad-
ditional copies. On p. 361, 1. 33, by reading ¢as Crist seip’ for ‘And
Crist seip,” which all the copies of the Ferial sermons authorize us
in doing, the whole difficulty of the passage is removed; the re-
ference being to Apoc, xxi. 4, 5.]

PE FRIDAI GOSPEL NEXT BIFORE WITSONDAY.

[SERMON CXCVIII.]

£ ego mitio promissum—Luc. xxiv. {49.]

P18 gospel tellip, bi Lukes sentence, how Crist toke leeve of
his apostlis. Luk seip how Crist bihigte hem, Lo, I sende into
3ou pe biki3t spirit of my fadir, pat is pe Hooli Goost, pat pei
shulden take soone aftir; and perfore, sitle 3¢ tn pe citee, 11l 3¢ ben
clopid wip vertu from above. Crist ledde hem oul into Bethanye,
and reiside up his hondis, and blesside hem. And it fel, pe while
he blesside hem, he wente from hem, and was born info hevene.
And pus, Crist dide ever good fro bigynnyng of pe world® to pe
eende; and he dide good bi his manheed fro bigynnyng of it to

+ E om. of pe world.
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pe eende of pe world, sip he blesside at pe ende pat he toke his
leeve of man. And pus it semep to many men, pat prelatis pat
ben so redy to curse shulen not sitte on Goddis rigt hond, but
on his left hond in helle; and pes cursingis of sich persones
bryngen in blessyng of God. And herfore justifie pi soule to
God, and drede pou not sich cursinges; but pi drede shal stond
in pis, pat pou laste not in Goddis grace til pi soule and pi bodi
be departid. And pis ping shulden men drede, and litil or
nougt mannis curs. And pes apostlis louting Crist furneden ayen
tnto Jerusalem wip greet jose. And pei weren evere in pe lemple,
hertynge and blessynge pe Lord.

bE GOsPEL ON VIGILE OF WITSONDAL

[SERMON CXCIX.]

S7 diligitis me mandala.—JonN xiv. [15.]

Pis gospel tellip how Crist bihiste pe Hooli Goost to his
apostlis. Joon tellip how Crist seide to his apostlis wordis* of
greet wisdom. 3¢7 3¢ love me; kepe 3¢ my mandementis ; for ellis,
as Crist seip aftir, pei loven neiper Crist ne God. And 3if a man
kepe his mandementis, he lovep pe Godhede and manhede of
Crist.  And herfore Crist, discryvynge him pat lovep Crist,
spekip pus here, He pat hap my mandementis, and kepip hem, ke
it is pat lowep me, as resoun techip. For 3if a man love not
Crist, he kepip not his heestis of love; and 3if a man kepe pes
heestis, he it is pat lovep Crist, sip he is God. And so it is al
oon to love Crist and kepe his heestis; and also it is al oon to
loove Crist and be in grace. And pus a man may juge himsilf,
bi kepyng of Goddis heestis. But how 2 man shal do hereafiir
is hid to ful many men; but man shulde hope to kepe Goddis
heestis til pat dep come to him, as he shal hope to be saved bi
sich kepyng of pes heestis. And ¥V skal preie pe fadir, seip
Crist, and ke shal 3yve Jou anoper Confortor. For pe Holy Goost
is anoper persone, and anoper ping, but he is noon oper God,

1 SoE; om. A,
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ne oper substaunce, ne oper kynde. Dis goost shal dwelle wip-
outen ende, wip alle men pat shulen be saved. And pis world
mai not lake him, as it mai not take spiref of freupe. TFor as pis
world mut nedis be dampned, so it mut nedis faile of? pe rigt
eende pat God hap ordeyned to mankynde, pat is, to be blessid
in heven, For pis world seep not pis spirit, ne knowip him bi
his werkes; &uf 3¢ shulen knowe him, for he shal dwelle al 30u,
and he shal be tn 30u, as fier is in a brennynge coole.

¥ shal not lecve j0u wipouten fadir, for ¥ shal come to 3ou.
3¢t a litil tyme passih, and pe world secep me nol panne ; but 3¢
shulen se me ; for I lyve, and 3¢ shulen lyve. And pis is blisful
Iyf pat Crist spekip of here. In pat day 3e shulen knowe pat ¥V
am in my fadir, and 3¢ in me, and ¥ in 30u. For sich knytting
mut be in blis; and herfore seip Crist aftir, He pat hap my com-
andements's, and kepih hem, he is pal tlke pat lovep me ; and ke pat
lovep me shal be loved of my fadir, and ¥ shal love him, and ¥V
shal shewe him mysilf.

Here men seyen, pat pe world is taken on many maneris.
Sum tyme for pe multitude of alle creatures pat ben; and pus
seip Joon in his gospel pat pe world is maad bi God. Pat sum
men seyn, pat pis world is oonli bodili substance, and neiper
spirit ne accident, is a wilful speche of man® But sum tyme
pe world is taken for al pe multitude of men pat shal be saved
or dampned; and pus seip Joon pat pe world knewe not God,
alyif it were maad bi him. And pus seip Crist a litil bifore, pat
he took seintis of pe world. And many tymes is pe world taken
for men pat loven so myche pe world, pat pei shulen be
dampned perfore. And pus seintis ben not of pis world. Sich
maner of undirstonding shulden preestis cunne pat reden pe
gospel. And pus Crist preiep not for pe world, as for pes men
pat shulen be dampned, but for men pat shulen be saved, for
Cristis preier mut nedis be herd.

1 So E; A has on. 2 men, E.
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PE MoNEDAY GOSPEL IN pE WITSON WEKE.

[SERMON CC.]

Ste Deus dilexit mundum.—JoHN iii. [16.]

P18 gospel tellip of Goddis love; how he lovede mannis

kynde, to teche man to love God bi pe meedful crafte of love. .

Joon seip pat, pus Gad lovede pe worid, and mankynde and his
Chirche, pat ke shulde 3yve his oon born some for hem. And no
man mai seie here, pat God failide in wisdom of pis werk ; sip
God may not 3yve his sone, and aliene havyng of him fro God;
but oper creaturis ben beterid, and noon ben worsid, bi pis jifte.
For bi pe manheed of Crist, and pe merit pat he dide, alle
manere creaturis serven God in betere stat. And so bi pe
manheed of Crist is pe world maad beter now. And so, how-
ever we taken pe world, but 3if it be for dampned men, it is
soip pat God hap loved so pe world, pat he shulde 3yve his sone
for it, and algatis for holi Chirche. God 3af his sone to make
it free, for noon oper redempcioun was ynow3 for mannis synne.
Pe ende whi pis marchandize was maad of God stondip in pis;
pat ech man pat trowip in Crist perishe not, but have liyf of blis.
For God muste nedis save mankynde, sip he ordeynede
summe to blis, and movede hem to disserve?l, for pis ende
pat he desiride.

For God sente not his sone in to pe world fo juge if now, but
bat pe world be saved b7 him. For ech dede pat Crist worchip
hap an ende wherfore he doip it; as his Incarnacioun was for
to save pis world, and his liif pat he ledde here was for pis ende,
and to plese God. But comyng to pe day of dome shal be for
to juge pe world, and to make pe world betere, and pus algatis
to plese God. But God forbede pat we seie, pat God sente
Crist in to pis world for to dampne pis world, or holi Chirche,
but algatis for to save pis world. He pat trowip in Crist is nol

Y disserve blis, Q.
SLRMONS. VOL. II. M
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bus jugid; but he pat trowip mot is now jugid to helle, for ke
trowip nof in pe name of pe oon born sone of God.

Dis is pe jugement, pat list is comen in fo pis world, and 3it
men han loved more derknesse pan lizt; pat is to seie, pis is mater
or cause of Goddis jugement, sip for pis folie of men God shal
dampne sich foolis; for per werkes weren yvel ; and herfore
pei-loveden yvel, pat is derknesse of synne, and hatiden ligt of
rigtwisnesse. For ech man pat doip yvel hatip list, and comep
not 1o ligt, pat his werkes be not reproved. Bul he pal doip treupe,
comep to Ii3t, pat his werkes be shewid, pat pei ben maad in God.
And pis word pat Crist seip here mai be shewid now in dede;
for errours pat now ben doon ben hid and defendid, not bi
resoun but tirantrie, bi mannis strengpe and bi lesingis. And
sip Goddis lawe is ligt, pei haten to come to Goddis lawe.

PE TEWISDAI GOSPEL IN PE WITSON WEKE.

[SERMON CCI.]

Amen, Amen, dico vobis.—]JoBN x. [1.]

p1s gospel tellip a parable of Crist, how men shulen knowe
goode heerdis. Crist seip pus at pe bigynnynge, Sopli ¥ seie
to 301, he pat entrip not bi pe dore in lo pe folde of sheep, bul stiep
above b1 pe roof, ke is ny3t peef and day peefd. But he pat entrip
bt pe dore, he is heerde of pe sheep. Ve ussher openep to him, and
pe sheep heeren his vois, and his owne sheep he clepip bi name, and
ledip hem forp. And whanne he hap sente out his owne sheep,
he goitp before hem, and pe sheep suen him, for pei knowun his
vois. But an alien pei suen not, bul pei fleen fro him ; for pei
knowun nol pe vois of aliens. PDis proverbe seide Jesus to hem,
but pei knewun not what he wolde speken to hem.

% The resemblance between the origin. Bat in this passage there
versions of the gospels given in this is 2 remarkable coincidence; both
series of sermons, and those found the Wycliffite versions render the
in the Wycliffite bible, is usually so  *fur et latro’ of the Vulgate * nyst
slight, that the former might, for pef and day pef,’ a singular transla-
aught that such resemblance would tion, which two persons would not
prove, be of wholly independent be likely to hit upon independently.
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And perfore seide Jesus anoper tyme to hem, Sopli, Sopls, ¥ seie
lo 30u, pat ¥ am a dore. And so alle pat camen biside me ben
nyst peves and day peves, but pe sheep herden hem not. ¥ am dore
of pe sheep.  3if ony man enire bi me, he shal be saved ; and shal
come in, and wende out, and he shal fynde pasture. De peef comep
not but for lo stele, and slee, and lese ; ¥V am come pat per have
litf, and pei have more aboundauntls.

It semep pat Crist seip in pes wordis pat his Chirche is a
spiritual hous, and pe sheep of his Chirche ben persones perof
pat shulen be saved. And Crist in his owne persone hap resoun
of many pingis; for he is dore, he is ussher, he is heerde, and
he is pasture. And pes prelatis pat comen not bi him, ben pe
peves pat he spekip of. A dore hap resoun, pat it is weie for
to come in to pe hous, and to kepe pe hous fro peeves bi
closyng of pe dore; and pis resoun is in Crist to regarde of his
Chirche. He seip himsilf pat he is wey, to come to hevene and
to pis Chirche. For no man mai come to it, but 3if Crist
ordeyne him bifore; and pis ordeyning bifore mut be in Crist
wipouten eende. And bi pe same skile he holdip out men pat
ben not of pis Chirche, but he latip hem come in wip his
sheep, and do hem harm. Al3if pis harm be for a tyme, 3it it
turnep at pe laste to good; for pursuyng of pes peves, and
helpyng of mennis owne discrecioun, and trust to Crist, pe
hierste heerde, ben ful meedful to sheep. And whanne pes
peves shulen be dampned, pe sheep shulen have joie perof.
Prelatis pat comen not bi mekenesse, ne for to traveile in pis
office, but for to have worldly glori bi pe spuylyng of per sheep,
- pei comen not in bi pis dore. For Crist fledde alle pes pree
pingis, but pei leeven lowenesse, and styen up, and han entent
of pe kyng of pryde. And pus pei ben ny3t peves in pe entree,
and day peves in per opyn spuylyng; for bi feyned rigt of pes
ypocritis pei seien pat pei mai wel do pus. But pes sheep pat
Crist hap ordeyned to blisse, heeren not pe vois of hem, for pei
obeishen not to per maners, ne suen hem, al 3if pei gon bifore.
For pei wolen lede hem harde weies, and at pe laste brynge
hem to helle. And oper pree officis-of pe herde ben declarid
in anoper place?2,

& See Sermon XLVIIL,, vol. i, p. 140.
M2
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bE GOSPEL ON WEDNESDAY IN WITSON WEKE.

[SERMON CCII.]

Nemo potest venire.—JouN vi. [44.]

In pis gospel tellip Crist how pat he kepip his sheep. And
first he tellip one help pat men han of pe Fadir of hevene, in
per comyng to Crist; and pis help mai not faile. No man
may come to me, setp Crist, but 3if pe fadir pai sente me drawe
kim. Yor pe Trinite nedip ech man to alle goode dedes pat
he doip. And pis spiritual drawyng lettip not fredom of wille,
for God pat drawip and nedip here, makip man for to wille;
and pus violence is excludid, and free wille is brougt in. And
sip pis Fadir is almysty, no man mai lette pis drawyng. And
preie pou God pat he drawe pee, for worpinesse of pi Lif;
for man mai be so unclene pat God wole not leie hond on him.
But, for pe werkes of pe Trinite mai not be departid, perfore
tellip Crist what he shal do in day of pe laste dome. 7, he seip,
shal reise him to lif in pis laste day. As Crist drawip wip his
Fadir, so mut his Fadir guykene wip kim. It is writun in pro-
phetis?, pat alle pes shulen be Goddis scolers ; for sich ben able
to be taugt of him, and so to be drawun of him to heven.
Ech scoler pat Aap herd, and lerned of pe fadir, comep fo me ;
for Y gyve forme and grace, for to do pis traveile, and come
to pe ende pat he hap lerned. And pus acord of pe Trinite
mut move ech man pat goip pis gate. Nof for eck man seep
pe fadir ; but ke pat is of God, he seep pe fadir, here bi bileve,
and in heven cleerly. And so scoleris of pe Trinite moten
nedis first have pe bileve.

Soplt, Soplt, ¥ seie o 30u, he pat trowip in me hap hiyf wipouten
ende. Pat man trowip in Crist, pat hap bileve, formed wip grace,
pat God hap ordeyned him to blis, and hap good love after pis
ordenaunce. And pis is in mannis power, pat takip good heede

' Soin E;. A excludes the clause from the quotation,
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to Cristis werkes, for Crist dide evermore good, and dide not
harm, in punishing. And pus men pat pe Fadir drawip perishen
not for hunger; for Crist seip here sopli, pas ke is pe breed of
Ziif. For bi his manheed and his Godhede he fedip goostly his
clerkes, pat gon pe wey bi which he drawip, in forme pat he hap
seid bifore. Holde pou his mandementis, and he drawip and fedip
pee, and defendip pee. Dis breed is beter pan angel mete ; for,
many fadris eelen pis breed, and 3if weren deed on double maner,
bope bodili and goostli. Pis is pe breed comyng doun from hevene,
—and pis is pe ende whi Crist cam doun for entent of mannis
profit,—pal 3if ony ele of pis breed, he shal not die pe secound
dep. Pus seip Crist, pas ke is quyk breed pat cam doun from
hevene ; 3if ony cete of pis breed, he shal lyve wipouten ende ; and
be breed pat ¥ shal 3yve is my fleish, for lisf of pe world.
pis bileve criep ofte on us, and it we showen pat we trowen
it not, for we kepen not Cristis wordis, ne penken ougt of his
werkes. And 3it we shulden ete Crist goostli in oure soule,
whanne oure poust and oure wille weren pus on Cristis bodi.

PE PURSDAI GOSPEL IN pE WITSON WEKE.

[SERMON CCIIL.]

Convocatss Jesus xif apost[o]lis.—Lrec, ix. [1.]

p1s gospel tellip how Cristis apostlis weren taust of him to
go and preche, and in hem ben we taust to kepe pe fourme pat
Crist telde hem. Crist clepide togidere his twelve aposilis, and
3af hem vertue and power upon alle fendis, to lette hem; and so
it semep pat Scarioth hadde pis power for a tyme. And Crist
3af pes apostlis virtue, for /o heele sitknesse of men. And he sente
kem for to preche pe rewme of God, and hele seke men ; and Crist
seide fo kem, Nyle 3¢ bere vust in pe wey, pat wole lette 30u in pis
office,—netper a staf, ne a scrippe, ne breed, ne money ; ne have
3¢ fwo coZis. And to pes® fyve weren pei oblishid evere, whanne

! Soin E; bis, A.
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pei shulden do pis office; and ony of pes fyve wolde lette on
ony side to do pis office. And pus pei myjten wip pes wordis
have ech of pes fyve pingis, 3if pei wolden helpe hem bi skile
to do pe office of preching. And in fo what hous pal 3¢ eniren,
sete 3¢ first, Pees lo pis hous. And 3if per be a sone of pees, youre
pees skal reste on him; ellis 11 shal turne ayen lo 3oud.  And
dwelle 3¢ in pe same hous, and wende not pennes bi insolence.
And whoever resseyve nol 3ou, 3¢ shulen wende out of pal citee,
and shake pe poudre of 3our feet in witnesse upon hem. And pei,
wendinge out, wenten aboule pe wallid founs, prechynge pe gospel,
and heelinge on ech side.

In }is gospel may men see wher freris and oper holden pis
forme in per preching to pe peple. But fruyt of hem shewip
bat nay. For, first, pei synnen in per purpos; for pei wolen
not heele goostli, but cast meenes to spuyle pe puple, and per-
after pei shapen per wordis. And pus pei prechen not pe
gospel, as Crist biddip in pis place, but bi dremes and oper
fablis pei moven men for to figte; as in a passage late to
Flandris pe freris prechiden a lady? dreemb, and bi a feyned
soilyng pei spuyliden pe peple; but freris hadden part. And
pus pei spuyliden pe rewme of Engelond of men and money
and of feip, and pei harmeden men of oper rewmes many weies,
and quenchiden love. Pis is fruyt of per prechinge, and many
oper fendis fruytis. And fewe freris and clerkes, or noon, may
denie soply pat ne pei assentiden to alle pes harmes, and pus
many ben irreguler. Who was he pat grutchide agen, or in
word or in wille? And whoever may lette, and doip not, he
assentip in a maner. And so we alle ben accusid bifore God
of oure conscience, and fewe freris mai shake pe powdir of per
feet to Cristis entent. For pei ben chargious to pe puple, pat

‘The praachi

of the friars :f
8 very different
nature, as fn
the case of the
late expedition
to Flanders,

t aladi, Q; aladyes, E.
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Wydclif from the parallel passage
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must be intended.
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coveiten per goodis and not per soulis; for per wordis and
dedis techen of al pis, how it is soip. Dei seyen not, Pees be
to pe contre, pat pei ben dwelling inne, but, werres and strives
be to hem. And pus pei techen and seien in dede, and pus pei
dwellen not in o countre, helpinge after Cristis forme, but
rennen to Rome for dignites, and to bigile pe folk of pardoun.
And 3it alle pes harmes of pes fendis moven not pe folk to
knowe hem, ne to be war of per werkes, ne of perelis pat
comen of hem,

PE GOSPEL ON pE FRIDAX IN WITSON WEKE.

[SERMON CCIV.]

Factum est in una dierum.~—Luc. v. [17.]

P1s gospel tellip a miracle of Crist, how he heelide a siik
man, and how wickide men sclaundriden him, and he avoydide
per blame. Luk tellip pat, 77 bifel in o day, and Jesus sai and
tauyte, and per weren Pharisets, and doctouris of lawe, pat camen
of ech castel of Galile, of Jude, and of Jerusalem ; and vertue of
e Lord was to heele siike men. And lo, per weren men berynge
in a bed a man pat was itn pe palsie, and pei sousten lo brynge
kim, and putte him bifore Jesus. And pei founden not on what
side pei shulden brynge in, for pe puple. Per stieden upon pe hous,
and bi pe lappist pei senten him doun, wip his bed, into pe place
bifore Jesus. Whos bileve whanne Crist saw, he seide to pe para-
latik, Man, pi synnes ben foryyven pee. And Scribis and Phariseis
bigunnen fo penke, and seiden, What is he pis pat spekip blas-
femyes ? who mai foryyve synnes but aloone God? But as Jesus
knew per poustis, he answeride, and seide lo hem, What penke 3¢
yvelis in Jour hertis 7 Which is lister, for to seie, Pi synnes ben
Jforsyvun pee, or o seie, Rise and go? As 3if he wolde seie,
he pat hap power to seie pe toon, and do it in dede, hap power
to seie pe toper, pat 3¢ seyen is blasfemye of me. Bulfor 3¢

3 lapis, Q; layths, E.
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shulen wite, pal mannis sone hap power in erpe o fory yve synnes,
panne he seide to pe paralatik, ¥V seie fo pee, rise pou, and take
awey pi bed, and go into pi hous. And anoon ke, risynge bifore
kem, toke up his bed in which he lay, and wente into his hous,
seiynge pat God is greet. And wundir look hem alle, and pei
magnefieden God, and pei weren fulfillid of drede, and seiden,
hat we han seen wundirs fo day. Of pis is seid in Mathew
gospel on a Sunday " what it menep.

PE GospEL ON TRINITE EvVYN.

[SERMON CCV.]

Surgens Jesus de Synagoga.—LUEKE iv. [38.]

p1s gospel tellip of a myracle pat Crist dide in a womman.
Luk seip pat, Jesus roos of pe synagoge, and entride into Symondis
hous. Men seien pat pis Symont was Symount Petre, his owne
disciple; for longe after his first clepynge Petre suede him
not al.  And pe wyves sistir of Symount was holde wip greet
Severts, and pei preieden him for hir. And Crist, stondinge above
hir, comandide pe fever, and it lefte her ; and she roos anoon,
and servede him. And whanne pe sunne was go doun, alle pat
hadden sitk men in dyverse sttkenessis, brousten hem to him ; and
he leide hondis upon ech of hem, and heclide hem. Also fendis
wenten oul of many of hem, pat crieden, and seiden pat, Pou art
Goddis sone. And Crist blamede, and swffride hem not speke pus
longe o pe puple, for pei wisten pat ke is Crist ; and sich fendis
ben foul wittnesse.

And on pe morewen®, whanne 1t was day, Crist wente lo a
desert place ; and pe folk souzte him, and camen ri3t unio him,
and pei helden him pat ke shulde not wende from hem. But Crist
seide to hem pat, ¥ mut preche fo oper cifees pe rewme of God.
Here men moralisen ofte of pes feveris, and oper siikn* 8sis,

' morew, E.

& See Setmon XIX., vol. i, p. 46
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and seien, whanne Crist heelide comunly of ony bodily siik-
nesse, he heelide of goostly sikenesse, figurid bi pis oper
sitknesse. And so, sip feveris is a siikknesse maad of distem-
pour of humoures, and blood is moost kyndely umour?, an-
sweringe to pe love of God, pre opere umors in man answeren
to pree oper loves. Sum men love to moche per bodi; and
summe to myche pe world; and summe loven to myche
sloupe, and oper bidding of pe fend. And pus ben grete feveris
in pe soule, pat troublen it more pan pis pe bodi. Of pes
feveris, and medecyne of hem, may men make a longe speche.

pis 1S pE GOSPEL ON CORPUS CHRISTI DAY.

[SERMON CCVI.]

Caro mea vere est cibus—JonN vi. [56.]

It is seid ofte bifore, how Crist tellip in pis gospel of Joon,
pat men shulden goostli ete his fleish, and goostli drynke his
blood. And sip Crist is pe firste treupe, and hatip lesyngis,
algatis pree treupis shulden men sue, and flee wysely pree
lesyngis. First, men shulden have treupe of bileve, and flee pe
errour of mys-bileve. After, men shulde have treupe in wordis,
and fle pe falsheed pat is in wordis. Sip, men shulden han pe
treupe of liif, and flee falsheed? in pis lLiif.

It is seid comunly, pat mannis soul mut have two chauelis,
bope pe over and pe nepere, and pes moten eete Cristis bodi.
Pe neper chawle stondip in witt, pat men wite wel what Goddis
lawe menep, and fle errours in pis mater, for pis is a foul synne.

But Goddis lawe biddip pat we shulden not speke fals of oure .

neigbore; and it is moche more synne to speke fals of Crist,
bope God and man. Pes ben to rude heretikes, pat seien pei
eten Crist bodili, and seien pei parten ech membre of him,—
nekke, bac, heed, and foot. And alle siche heresies springen,
for pei witen not what pis oost is. Pis oost is breed in his

t bumour, E. ? So E; falseed, A.
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kynde, as ben oper oostes unsacrid, and sacramentaliche Goddis
bodi; for Crist seip so, pat mai not lye. And so, 3if pis sacra-
ment be foulid in pat pat it is breed or wyn, it may not pus be
defoulid in pingis which it figurip. And so a man brekip not
Goddis bodi, ne drynkip his blood wip his moup, alzif he ete
and drynke pe breed and pe wiin pat is pes; for pei ben not
pes in kynde, as Baptist was not in kynde Hely. And pus a
mous etip not Cristis bodi, al3if he ete pis sacrament; for pe
mous failip goostli witt, to chewe in him pis bileve,

And so, after pis neiper chawle, in which ben pizt many teep,
as articlis of pis bileve pat a trewe man shuld have, pe over chawl
is nedeful, which is groundid in mannis love; pat for pis fleish,
and pis blood, and pis passioun pat Crist suffride in hem, we
loven Crist for his worship and oure profit bi hooly liif. And
bodily mete of pes sacramentis is litil worp, but 3if pis come.
And he etip betere Goddis bodi, pat hap bileve and pis good
love, pan he pat etip pis sacrament, and failip more in pis
spiritual mete. And herfore seip Austyns, Bileve and pou hast
eeten. And here mai we se, pat men pat gon to chirche, and
kissen pileris, and heeren aftir many massis, and han wip pis
an unclene herte, eten not or yvel Goddis bodi, as pei taken
yvel his* sacrament. For per wordis and per liif ben false
comunly; and so pe treupe, pat is Crist, hatip hem for pis
falsheed.

t bis, Q, E.

s S. Aug. Tract. in Joban. Evang.  credatis in eum quem misit ille, Hoc
xxv, cap. 6. § 12. As this passage est ergo manducare cibum nom gui
is frequently quoted by controver-  perit, sed qui permanet in vitam aeter-
sial writers, it may be as well to mam. Ut quid paras dentes et

give it in extenso. © Respondit Jesus, ventrem? Crede, et manducasti.’
et dixit eis, Hoc est opus Dei, ut
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PE FIRST WEDNESDAL AFTIR CoRPUS CHRISTL

‘"[SERMON CCVII.]

Nolite putare~MAaTr. v. [17.]

Pis gospel is toold bifore®, and expowned in literal witt;
but men shulden marke pis over, how slowe pei ben in Goddis
lawe. But mannis lawe and ydil werkis occupien men to
myche, as pe popis lawe and pe emperour’s lawe ben fer
strecchid in oure lond, and love wip lyking of hem makip hem
more loved pan Goddis lawe. For men wolen more stonde
for hem, more kepe! and more loke in hem, pan pei wolen on
Goddis lawe ; and pis is token of more love. And no drede
whoso lovep ony of pes more pan Goddis lawe, he is an heretike
out of bileve, blasfeme and cursid of God, more pan pe pope
makip man bi alle his cursingis or shewyng of him. For, as
Crist seip, it is al oon to love him and to love his lawe; and
pus no man worchip medefulli, but 3if he kepe Goddis lawe.
And how shulde he kepe bis, but 3if he knowe it on sum maner?

And sip ech man shulde lyve and worche for pis eende, to
be in blis, and no man mai be pus but bi love of Goddis lawe,
it is ligt to us to se how nedeful and hiz pis lawe is. Mannis
lawe dop no more but getip to man worldly ping, and is cause
to bigile his bropir, and lesse telle bi Goddis lawe. And pis
lawe mai not laste but here in pis wrechide liif, but Goddis lawe
maut ever laste in hevene wip seintis, and make hem blessid.
And Crist cam not to undo pis lawe, but to fulfille it and teche
it. For lawe of pe Olde Testament techip not but charite, for
alle stories and prophetis hangen in pes two wordis, love i
God and love pi neizbore; and pis is to kepe pe ten comande-
mentis. Alle ceremonyes and judicial lawes in pe Olde Tes-
tament oblishen not Cristene men, but 3if pei moven to pis

1 kepe bem, E.

2 Sec Sermon LXXX,, vol. i,, p. 270.
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eende. But wel we witen pat pei ben just, and techen at pe
laste pis eende. And pus moralte of pe olde lawe, pat stondip
in pe lore of vertues, lastip in pe newe lawe, and wipouten eende
in hevene. And pus Crist fillip pe olde lawe and makip a
perfit eende perof, for it is purgid bi pe newe lawe, and more
lizt us to kepe.

And pus seyen clerkes, pat as a man is maad of bodi and
of soule, so ful lawe of God is maad of pe olde and of pe newe.
Pe olde is mater of pis lawe, and pe newe forme perof. And
as mater and forme ben 0o ping in substaunce, as pe bodi and
pe soule ben o persone?, pat is pe spirit,—so pe olde lawe and
pe newe ben oo ping in substance. And pis forme is charite,
pat was everemore in pe Chirche, but it toke perfit degree bi
charite pat Crist taujte. 3if we wolen pryve, love we pis lawe,
and caste aweie all oper lawes, but 3if pei helpen and serven
herto, and so myche mai pei be suffrid. But sum men penken
pat as two partes of pe old lawe ben abreggid, myche more
two mannis lawes,—pe popis and pe emperours, - shulden be
lefte ; for pei acorden lesse wip Goddis lawe, serven it lesse,
and speden it lesse. Dis sentence shulden prestis seie, and
defende it bi resoun.

FE SECUNDE WEDNESDAL AFTIR CORPUS CRISTI

[SERMON CCVIIL]

Cum venisset Jesus—MAaRk xi.? [MarT. xxi. 23.]

Pis gospel tellip how pat Crist stoppide his enemyes in per
questioun. Whanne Jesus was comen inlo pe temple, per camen to
kim, as he tauyte, pryncis of preestis, and eldre men, and axiden
pis questioun of him ; Telle us in what power pou doist pes pingis,
and who 3af pee pis power. And pus axen princis of preestis to
day, whanne men tellen bi pe gospel pe defautis pat ben in pes
princis, Who 3af pee leeve to preche? Y suspende pee, wipouten

t pyng, E. 2 A and E concur in describing this gospel as taken from
Mark, whereas it is in fact from Matt. xxi. Q does not name any evangelist.
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my leeve to preche in my diocese. Jesus answeride, and seide to
hem, And ¥ shal axe 3ou oo word, pe which 3if 3e seien to me, ¥
shal seie s0u in whos power ¥V do pes pingis. Ve baptym of Joon,
of whennes was it? of hevene, or ellis of men? And pei pousten
amon3 hem, and setden, 3if we seien pat 1f was of hevene, ke shal
seie, Whi trowen 3¢ not him? For Joon bare open witnesse of
Crist, pat he is God and pe grete profete; and al pe bisynes of
Joon was to preise pe state of Crist. And 3if we seien, pat
Joones state was of men, we dreden pe comunte of puple, for alle
hadden Joon as a prophete. And pei answeriden to Jesus, and
seiden, We witen not.  And he seide to hem, Ne ¥ seie to jou in
what power V do pes pingis.

Here shulden trewe prestis and cunnynge holden hem in
boundis of pe gospel, and preche noo ping but witt of it, and
ping pat fallip as knowen to men; and panne mai pei answere
to bishopis, and to folk pat axen hem wher is per power. But
gidere pei not of pe puple bi symonye, as freris doon, and kepe
hem clene fro oper synnes, and panne God hap sent hem. For
pei han lerned pat Crist is Lord of pe lond pat pei walken inne,
and Crist bad his prestis preche pe gospel to alle men for his
lordship. And for pis men shulden not be yvel payed; sip pis
hyerste* office fallip to bishopis, and pei shulden not be yvel
payed, pat men helpen hem pus freely. Pei 3yven leeve to pes
freris for to preche, but on oper maner; for pei prechen fablis
and dremes and lesyngis, and beggen after. And Anticrist hap
founden a lawe, pat pes prelatis shulden jyve sich leeve, and hap
ordeyned pat no persoun shal have cure but bi his leeve. And
pus, sip many Anticristis prelatis ben fendis, as was Judas, he
hap ordeyned pat siche curatis shulden be confirmed of pe fend.
But 3if Anticrist wolde seie pat sich prestis ben endurid bi
ensaumple of his prelat, panne he spake more propirly. But
what trewe man wolde not have orrour ? pat prestis shulden not
serve per God, but 3if pe fend jaf hem leeve? In pe hierste
werk pat God hap beden, pe puple shulde lette pis lawe to
rengne; and preestis shulden preche wipouten pe Chirche. But
here it is a skilful ping, 3if pseudo-preestis prechen amys, pat

1 biest, E. 2 horrour, E,
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bishopis letten hem to preche; but érrour shulde be first
knowen, for Goddis werk shulde not be lettid for ping pat men
supposen to falle. For panne no man shulde seie his preieris,
and freris preching shulde be suspendid, for it is knowun pat
pei erren in pes foure pingis pat we han seid. And bishopis
shulden letten alle pes foure, and maynteyn Cristis ordenance;
for ellis pei shewen wip whom pei ben, and how pe fend is per
fadir.

PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR DE pRIDDE SONEDAI AFTIR TRINITE.

[SERMON CCIX.]

Esto consentiens —MATT. v. [25.]

P1s gospel of Matheu tellip, how a man shal lyve here in erpe.
First, Crist biddip to alle men fo assente fo per adversarie soone,
while pei ben in weye wip kim, lest he yyve hem to pe juge, and pe
Juge yyve hem to pe mynystre, and pes ben put in prisoun. Soply
seip Crist, ¥ sete o pee, pou shalt not go out penne, hil pou 3elde pe

| laste ferping. But in pese wordis ben pree doutis; first, who is

pis adversarie; aftir, who is pis juge, and mynystre, and prisoun,
pat Crist spekip of ; pe pridde doute, of Origene, is, what is pis
laste ferping? For it semep of Cristis wordis, pat alle dampned
men shulen come out of helle.

Seint Austyn, after greet sekyng, techip pat pis adversarie is
pe lawe of God while man is in synne®; and sip alle men aftir
Crist ben in synne more or lesse, Goddis lawe is adversarie to
alle maner of sich men. And man consentip to pis lawe,
whanne he accordip him wip it; as men pat impungnen pis
lawe, or loven not pis lawe at pe fulle, or synnen ajens pis lawe,
shulden soone here consente perto. And pe liif pat we lyven
here is clepid a weie to a terme.

Pe secounde doute is more list; for pis juge is Jesus Crist,
pat shal come at pe laste day of dome, and deme alle men bi

s The passage here referred to is in the ninth of S. Austin’s Sermones

. ad Populum, ch. iii.
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pis lawe, and aftir jyve hem to his mynystris. Cristis mynystris
ben spirits, bope good aungels and yvel. Dis prisoun pat Crist
spekip of is helle wipouten doute,

Pe pridde doute touchid here i3 more to many men. But
men seien comunly pat pe laste ferping of pis prisonere is peyne
of his leste® part, pat hap synned ajens God; and in tyme
wipouten ende shal be 3olde? al pis peyne. And ech part of
pis peyne, pat conteynep al but pe first part, is clepid pe laste
pay3® pat man shal jelde to God in helle. And sip man mai
not wende out bifore he have payed al hool pis peyne, and pis
peyne is evene wip tyme pat shal laste wipouten eende, men mai
see bi Cristis wordis, pat he shal nevere go out of helle. But
Crist spekip here pus, to teche pat peyne and synne moten
answere even, pat pe toon be as long as pe toper; for pis axip
Goddis rigtwisnesse.

3¢ han herd, seip Crist, pat it was seide fo olde men, Pou shalt
be no lecchour. But certis I sete lo 3ou, pat ech man pat seep a
womman and coveitip hir, to synne wip hir, i&s now lecchour tn his
soule. And pis roote of pis synne shulden men drawe out of
per herte, for panne wole not pis synne buriowne in dede and in
custome. And 3if pi ri3l eve sclaundre pee, drawe him out and
caste kim jfro pee. Many men lyven here in erpe pat done
werkes good? in kynde, and 3it pei failen in pes werkes, for pei
done hem in yvel maner; as many men Speken wip wymmen
of hevene, of vertues, and good ping, and jit disposyng dwellip®
in hem to make hem penke amys aftir. And pes werkes,
algif pei ben goode, and ben clepid pe rigt eyze, 3it for perils pat
comen aftir men shulden remove hem, and caste hem from
hem. And pus men shulden fle to shryve algatis wymmen in
pryvy placis. For whi? it spedip to pee pal oon of pi membris
perishe, pan pat al pi bodi be sent into pe fier of kelle. For it is
beter to man to wante here werkes of pes wittis, pan to have
here delicis of pes werkes, and herfore be dampned in helle,
And pus it is good to men to be punishid in helle; and 3it it is
not good to synne, aljif it be convertible wip peyne ; for pe toon
is just bifore God, and pe toper is unjust.

1 Jeest, E. 2 be selde, E. $ pay, E. 4 So E; A has and good.
* So E; A has dwellynge.
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" And 3if pi 113t hoond sclaundre pee, kitte 1t awey and caste it fro
bee; for 1 spedip to pee pat oon of i membris perishe, pan pat al
At bodi go inlo pe fier of helle. And pis hond is good werkes pat
men doon in almes dedis; and it were betere to leeve pes werkes,
whanne pei ben mater of pride afti. No man undirstondip pis
gospel pat Crist biddip to kitte mennis hondis, or ony oper part
of man, or pat he shal wante hem in blis. But Crist techip to
take awey, she, goode werkes of pes partis, aljif man wante in
blisse of hevene pat he hadde don pes goode werkes.

PE WEDNESDAY GOSPEL AFTIR FOURPE SONDAY AFTIR TRINITE.

[SERMON CCX.]

Interrogaverunt Jesum.—MAarr. xvil. [10.]

Dis gospel tellip how Crist answeride to a questioun of his
disciplis, and how he dide a myracle after, pat his disciplis
mysten not do. Matheu seip pat, Pe disciplis axiden Crist, and
seiden, What seien scribis pat Hely mut first come bifore domes
day? And Crist answeride, and seide to hem, Hely s to come,
and shal restore alle pingis. Soply ¥ seie to you, pat Hely is now
comen, and per knewen him nof, but pei diden in him whatever pei
wolden. And so mannis some is fo suffre of hem. And panne pe
disciplis undirstoden pat he telde hem of foon Baplist. Crist seip
here, and bifore also, of Joon Baptist, pat he is Hely. For if
we taken Helias® office, and pe liif pat he hadde, and putte it bi
Joones liif, bope two lyves weren oon. For Hely is to seie on
English, lordship of God, or strong lord; and bope pes acorden
wel to Hely and to Joon. And it semep pat pei acorden also to
Crist, whom pei figuren. And it semep pat Crist seip here, pat
he is Hely, pat shal restore alle pingis. And so Hely is taken
here on pre maneres, for pree persones,—Hely, Baptist, and Crist;
for alle pes pree tellen o ping. But Hely and Baptist weren
moche like in lyvyng, for bope pes two lyveden in penaunce in

i Helyes. E.
WYCLIF.
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desert, and weren pursued of wickide wymmen, and of princis
bi movyng of pes wickide wymmen, And as Hely cam longe
bifore pe comyng of Crist whom he figuride, so Joon cam anoon
bifore pe same comyng of Crist figurid.

Aftirward pis gospel tellip pis miracle pat Crist dide. Whanne
Crist was comen to pe puple, a man cam to him, knelyng bifore him,
and seide, Sire, have mercy on my sone, for ke is lunattk and yvel
suffreb ; for ofte tymes he fallip into pe fier, and ofte tymes inlo pe
wafter. And ¥ offride him to pi disciplis, and pei myzten not heele
kim. And Jesus answeride, and seide, and spak to his disciplis,
O kynrede unirowful and wetward’, how longe shal ¥V suffre 30u?
brynge him hidir to me. And Jesus blamede pis spiril, and pe
Send wente from him, and pe ckild was heelid fro pat hour.

Here men seien comunly, pat Crist kepte pis to himsilf, to
hele men of syknesse, but 3if pei weren disposid in hemsilf, to
teche pat God heelip no man of goostli sykenesse, but 3if he
wole worche himsilf perto in undirstonding and wille, And
summe seien here, pat pes apostlis synneden in infidelite; and
to teche pat pe prestis aftir may undispose hemsilf bi shrewid
lyf goinge fro God, pat God take from hem vertue to mynystre
ony sacramentis, or to do oust medefully. And, in confirma-
cioun of pis, pes apostlis failiden in pis lunatik, pat hadde? an
unstable sikenesse, pat variep as pe moone. For as pe moone is
modir of moiste pingis, so it hath unstable movyng, pat is
unknowun to many men. And pus pes sitk men ben unstable,
and, for pes apostlis weren unstable in feip, perfore pei failiden
in pis cure. God woot what was cause of pis, but wel we
trowen pat it was so.

! weyward, E. 2 So E; A has badden.
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bE WEDNESDAI AFTIR FYFPE SONDAI AFTIR TRINITE.

[SERMON CCXI.]

Factum? est in una dierum~—Luc. viii. [22.]

Guistrebuking | Prs gospel tellip of a miracle pat Crist dide, to conferme men
the sen. in bileve. Luk tellip how it fel on a day?, Jesus styede in o a
boot, and his disciplis wenten wip him. And Crist seide to hem,
Verie® we over pe water, and jpei steteden over. Bui as pei
roweden, Crist slepte ; and per fel a tempest of wynd in fo pe
water, and if was fillid wip wawis, and pei weren in point fo
be perishid. And pei camen ny3, and wakiden him, and seiden,
Comandour, we perishen. And Crist, risynge, blamede pe wynd
and pe lempest of pe water, and it ceeside, and per was maad
stilnesse.  And Crist seide to hem, Where is 3our bileve? And
pei dreding woundriden, and seiden logidere, Who, trowist pou,
is he bis? _for he comandip pe wyndis and water, and pei obeishen
fo him.

Many siche wordis and dedis of Crist shulden conferme men
in bileve ; for Crist mai not faile to his Chirche, aljif it be ofte
in peril. For he doip al for pe beste, and pei shulden do pat
fallip to hem; and pis bileve shulde stable men to stonde stifly
in Goddis cause.

' Soin Q; Ahas Facta.  ® SoE; A hasinon day and. 3 Ferie, E.
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PE WEDNESDAI AFTIR pE SIXTE SONDAI AFTIR TRINITE.

[SERMON CCXII.]

Cum ingressus essel Jesus—MARK x. [17.]

P1s gospel tellip how many men wenen pat pei ben clene,
but 3it pei failen; as Mark tellip pat, Whanne Jesus wente forp
in pe wey, pere cam oon renmynge bifore, knelyng bifore Cris,
and pretede him, and seide, Good maistir, what shal ¥ do to lake
Uif wipouten eende?  And Jesus seide to him, What seist pou pat
Y am good ? per is noon good but God aloone. And here Crist
taugte to fle fagyng, and tauste an article of bileve. Goodnesse
hap dyverse resouns, in God and in creaturis; so pat bi gode-
nesse pat God is good?!, no ping is good but God himsilf.
And here shulde e pope lerne to be not clepid moost blessid
fadir. Hast pou knowe pe comandementis P seip Crist unto pis
man. And pis man seide, Whick be per. And Crist reherside
sixe comandementis, pat weren more nedeful to pis man. Do
pou no leccherte, and slee pou not, and stele pou not, and seze pou
not _fals witnesse, and do pou no fraude ; worshipe pou pi fadir
and pi modir. And he answeringe seide® o Crist, Good maistir,
alle pes have ¥ kept fro my 3onghe. And Jesus lokide on him,
and lovede him, and seide to him, O ping failip fo pee; go and
selle alle pingis pat pou hast, and 3yve hem to pore men, and pou
shali have tresour tn hevene, and come pou and sue me. Here
men seien comunly, pat pis was an averous man, but he desiride
to han blis, and he was in a maner just. And herfore seip
be gospel aftir, pat he wente awey mournyng, for he hadde many
possessiouns, and moo possessiouns wolde have hadde; and so
it was medicine to him to wante alle pes possessiouns, for pei
maden him to coveite moo. And pus pis medicine is not
general.

And freris seien here, pat per stat is more perfit pan oper

t pat is in God gode, E. 2 So E; A has answeride seide.
N2
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mennis, for pei han no possessioun, and pat fallip to perfec-
cioun bi Crist. But pes foolis shulden lerne here two pointis,
and holde hem. TFirst, pei shulden not have in comune pat
were not nedeful to per state, for pis havyng more, agens kynde,
is more hatid of Crist and seintis. And however freris speken
here, pei kepen pe? contrarie to pis povert, sip pei han comunly
in comune many pingis pat ben ydil. Leeve we to speke what
freris han in propre bileve of per prelat; for wel Y woot pat God
grauntip not pat pei shulden murpere pus worldli goodis.

Pe secounde ping pat freris shulden note shulde be pis, pat
Crist seide here not to ech man, pat he shulde sille al pat he
hap and 3yve pore men, but to him whom it harmep to have
pis aboundance of goodis. And so freris shulden not seie to
ech man pat he were frere, but to men undisposid to lyve betere
in pe world. And, for freris wanten pis wisdom, pei synnen
whanne pei maken ony frere; for he synnep pat doip a dede,
and knowip not wher he do wel or yvel. And so pes freris
moten nedis seie, pat alle pes seculer men synnen pat comen
not to per ordre. And pus alle ordris shulden be oon, sip
variaunce of pe same ground mut algatis telle errour in summe
of hem. But pis is fals and vanite, as pes ordris ben ungroundid.
And bi pe same skile possessioneris, and alle pat wedden hem
wip a newe ordre, ben foolis in pe same caas. For pei ben
weddid wip staat ungroundid, and chargen hem wipouten cause
wip more ping pan pei mai do.

PE WEDNESDAY GOSPEL AFTIR SEVENDE SONEDAY AFTIR TRINITE,

[SERMON CCXIII]

Abiit Jesus Sabato.—Marr. xil. [1.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist reprovede pe Fariseis, for pei
tellen more bi 0o ceremonye pan bi pe substance of pe lawe.
Matheu tellip pat, Jesus wente on a Sabot 8¢ growynge cornes, and

t Soin E; om. A.



SERMONS.

his disciplis, for pei hungriden, bigunnen to plukke ecres and ete.
As who wolde take newe whete, and rubbe it, and ete it. And
be Phariseis, seynge pis, seiden to Crist, Lo, pi disciplis doon pat
is nol leveful hem to doon on Sabot's. And Crist seide o hem,
Han 3¢ not red what Davip dide, whanne he hungride, and pei
pat weren wip him P how he entride inlo Goddis hous, and eet
e holy looves of proposicioun, pe which it was not leveful to him,
ne o pes men pat weren wip Davip, o ete, but oonly to preestis,
bi comun lawe ? Or wher 3¢ han nol red in pe lawe, pat in Sabolis
prestis foulen pe Sabot, in etinge in pe temple’, and 317 pei ben
wipouten blame? For lo, I sete to 3ou, pat more pan pe lemple is.
And 33f 3¢ wisten what it is, pat ¥ wole mercy and not sacrifice,
3e shulden never dampne pus pes tnnocentss.

Here oure Lord supposip wel pat ech synne is in spirit, and
sip no spirit synnep but fend or mannis soule, ech synne is in
oon of pes, pat is defaute agens God. And so synnes pat ben
in dedis, and in mennis bodies wipouten-forp, ben first groundid
in mennis soulis, and ellis pei weren not sich synnes. Of pis
may men see opynly, how it is no synne to ete corn or holy
breed, whanne no synne goip bifore. And pis techip pe firste
saumple of Crist ; how Davip in hungre ete pe looves pat weren
lymytid to prestis to ete; for sich nede hap no sich lawe. And
sip pes postelis 2 hadden greet hungre, and God is Lord of alle
pingis, God wolde pat his servauntis token of pis corn, to sus-
teyne hem in Goddis service. And 3if pou seie pat in pe Sabot
men shulden not ete in pis manere, certis pis etyng was homely,
and men wolden scorne it to day; but Crist ordeynede it to be,
to distrye pride of Phariseis. For many bishopis wolden penke
to day, pat it were dishonour to hem for to ete on pis maner,
for nede of mete pat pei hadden. Pe secounde saumple pat
Crist seip is seid for pe Sabot. For tyme in his owne kynde
may neper be holy ne pollut. But holy placis, pat men mai see,
is seid ofte on pis maner. But, Lord! sip preestis in pe olde
lawe myjten levefulli ete in pe temple, whi shulden not pes
preestis in tyme of nede ete in presence of Crist? Pes weren
sensible conseitis, pat Crist tolde but litil by. And Phariseis

1 Soin E; A includes the clause in the quotation. 2 aposdis, E.
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chargen to day per custumes pat pei han foundun; but mande-
mentis pat God hap bedun pei putten bihynde, as untrewe men.
And pus pei fasten as Joones disciplis; but Cristis disciplis
taken noon hede but pat pei serve God wel, what meene ever
helpe to pis eende.

bE WEDNESDAY (GOSPEL AFTIR EITDE SONDAY AFTIR TRYNYTE,

[SERMON CCXIV.]

Dixerunt discipuli —MAarg ix. [38.]

PE? sentence of pis gospel is seid bifore for pe more part.
Mark tellip how, Disciplis seiden to Jesus, Maistir, we sawen oon
in pi name castinge out fendis of a man, and we jforfendiden him,
Jor ke suep not us. Bul Jesus seide to hem, Nyle 3¢ letle him ;
Jor per is no man pat dotp vertue in my name, and myzte soome
Yvel speke of me.  For who so is not ayens us, ke is for us. And
here may we see pe synne pat pe fend hap newe broust in, to
lette trewe preestis to teche, and kepe pe puple to pes freris,
not to profit of pis puple, but to spuyle hem more privyly. Crist
bad here not lette pis man to do goode dedis in vertue of him,
aljif he were not of his covent; for Crist lovede more pe Chirche
pan pis covent. Andit is al oon to lette a trewe preest to preche
pus, and to lette a good aungel to do good on Goddis side, or
to holde not wip Goddis part, but wip pe fend agens God. For
Crist seip here sopli, pat who pat is not agens him is wip him,
And so pes preestis moten nedis be on Goddis side, and he
pat lettip hem here lettip Goddis werk to be doon. And over
pis, freris han feendis maneris, pat oo frere grutchip ajens
anoper, and fistip wip him, whanne he prechip treupe in his lymy-
tacioun, as fendis fijten togidere; but goode aungels ben ever
acordid. And pis techip how freris coveiten per privy spuylyng
more pan soule helpe. And myche of pes freris malis comep
of per shrewid coventis, pe which pei gederen above Crist, to

! So E; A has pis.
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make party asens him, for who so is not pus wip Crist mut
nedis be here agens him. And bileve techip us, pat who so
prechip in forme of pe gospel mai not faile to his harm, in ping
pat he hap nede of.

And pus seip Crist to his apostlis, to conforte her auditorie,
pal who so 3yvep kem drynke, ke, 31f it be water, in his name,
Jor pat pei ben Cristis disciplis, soply, seip Crist to hem, he shal
not lese his mede. And whoever sclaundir oon of pes litil pat ben
trowinge tn Crist, il is good more to him pat a mylnsioon of an
asse be bounden aboute his necke, and he be cast into pe see. And
pis shulden pes freris penken on, and sclaundir® not trewe
prestis bi gabbing and backbitinge, bope to pe puple and to pe
prelatis, for hem were betere to be plowsmen pan to be sich
freris. And bi pe same skile, hem were betere to be lewide
men in greet travaile, pan pus to sclaundir pe comune puple,
and make hem be agens God in bileve and oper vertues, as’
pei bigilen ofte hem for wynnynge. And 3if bt hond sclaundre
pee, kitle 1t awey ; as, 3if werkes of sich freris pat pei worchen
for per coventis doon hem harm to per soulis, caste pei awey
sich frerehood,—/or 1t is befere be here feble and pore, as
laboreres ben, pan to have here fals lustis, and fo go into ever-
lasting fier. For sich men, dampned in helle, han a worm of
conscience, and pis worm dieh not, but gnawip hem to greet
peyne, sip pei mysten ligthi holde Cristis lawe, and caste awey
pes feyned ordres. And if pi foot sclaundre pee, Ritle it awey ;
as, 3if pou have any affeccioun ungroundid in Goddis lawe,
leeve it, and reule pi wille bi pe reule pat Goddis lawe techip.
For it is betere 1o a man fo be crokid here, and oftir entre fo pe
Ui of blisse, pan 1o have two feet here, and after be sent in lo
helle, havyng fier pal mai not be quenchid : where per worm dieh
not, and per fier is no! quenchid. For what avauntage shal man
have, 3if he have here 3iftis of kynde pat ben susteyned to his

1 SoinE; om. A,

& The reader will observe that the

original sense of °*sclaundir,’ and
that in virtue of which alone it could
be a correct rendering of ‘ scanda-
lizare, which means ‘to throw

temptations in the way of,’ is ex-
changed here for the more modern
use of the term, by which it means
to backbite or falsely charge.
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nede, and, over }is, goodis of sich ordris, but pat herbi he ha)
two feet, but to harm of his soule? And so it semep pat Crist
wolde seie, pat ech man shulde go nyj3 pe state of kynde, and
serve God, and leeve superflue pat man hap foundid bi errour
of his wille, And 3¢f b1 eye sclaundre pee, lake him oul, for tf is
good o pee to have blyndenesse of pis world, and after enire in to
pe rewme of God, pan to have here two eyen, and after be sent
into pe fier of helle. He hap here two eyen, pat hap bope 2
kyndeli ligt, and ligt of pis worldis glorie, pat comep to him bi
mannis fynding.

pE WEDNESDAY GOSPEL AFTIR PE NYNPE SONDAY AFTIR
TRYNYTE.

[SERMON CCXV.]

Qui fidelis est in minimo.~Luc. xvi. [10.]

Hzre Crist reprovep averice, and tellip here of many loris.
Luk tellip how Crist seide, He pat is frewe in leesi ping, he ts
trewe tn more ping. Tt is seid comunly, pat God jyvep men
foure pingis, goodis of glorie and goodis of grace, goodis of
kynde and worldly goodis. And pes® goodis ben e leste, to
loke to? profit pat pei doon; but 3it pei ben myche teld bi, and
myche bysynesse is aboute hem. But he pat is trewe to God
in coveiting of pes leste goodis, he is comunly trewe to God in
service bi pes more goodis. And ke pat is wickid in pis litl, is
wickid in pes more. For bop seculers and preestis, bi coveitise
of worldli goodis, serven neiper God bi siftis of kynde ne bi?
jiftis of cunnyng pat pei han. And herfore, 3if per weren not
trewe in wickide goodis of pe world, pe which 3e seien ben 3ours,
who shal #rowe fo 3ou in oper 7 Summe seien pat pis tixt shulde
be pus undirstonden; 3if 3¢ weren untrewe to God in pes
goodis of fortune, who shal trowe to 3ou pat goodis of kynde or

1 So E; A has loke pe profit. 2 So E; om. A,

a Namely, worldly goods.
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grace ben souris? 3e semen to have bodily lymes, witt, and
oper goodis of kynde, but alle pes ben not jouris, for 3¢ ben
sold to pe fend. And 31f 3¢ have be' untrewe in oper mennis
goodi's, who shal 3yve 30u goodis of blis, pat 3¢ shulden have 3if 3¢
weren trewe? For men in blisse han verrily possessioun in alle
pes goodis. No man pat s servaunt may serve fo fwo contrarie?
lordss, for ouper ke shal hate pe toon and love pe loper, or he shal
drawe to pe toon and dispise pe loper. 3e may not serve fo God
and pe worldli goodss.

Pharisels herden alle pes wordss, and, for pei weren averous, per
scorneden him. And pus it wolde falle to-day of oure religious
and oure clerkes, pe which ben 3ovun to averice; for pei loven
pes goodis more pan oper. And Crist seide fo hem, 3¢ ben po ilke
pat justifien sou bifore men ; but God knowip joure hertis, whi je
done pus. Many men?® in pis world, bope clerkes and seculers,
doon per dedis pat pei done here to seme just unto pe world,
and to gete hem worldli goodis, fame of pe world, and oper
trifilis 4, and pus pe ordre of pes goodis is now turned up so
doun; bi pe leest men tellen moost, and pe moste pei chargen
not. But nepeles Crist seip soply, paf ping pat is hye fo men is
abhominacioun bifore God; and so mut it nedis be.

PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR PE TENDPE SONDAI AFTIR TRINITE,

[SERMON CCXVI.]

Attendite vobis—Luc. xxi. [34.]

Crist techip in pis gospel to flee peril of worldli goodis.
Luk tellip how Crist seip a good lore to Cristene men: Be war
to 3ou lest your hertis ben hevyed wip pes pree,—in gloterie, in
drunkenesse, and bisynesse of pis liiff. And pis were ful nedeful
bope to prelatis and to comuns; for many men liggen in a
sleep to regard of goostli wakyng, and pes pree pingis maken
hem dreme til pe tyme pat pei ben dede, and panne shullen pei

1 ben, E. ? So E; A includes in the quotation. 3 SoE;
A includes the words whi——men in the quotation. t tryfles, E.
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fynde noust of pe richesse in her hondis, and per hertis ben so
hevy pat pei plumben doun to helle. And pus seip Crist of pe
day of dome, pat pat dai come* sudeyn upon 30u ; and herfore he
biddip men wake to passe pe periles of pat day; for pat dat shal
come as a gnare in alle pat sitten upon pe face of al pe erpe. Pes
men sitten upon pe face of al pe erpe, pat coveiten worldis
glorie pat is perinne as a face; and pei resten in pat glorie, and
bisien hem wip alle worldly curis. And pis mai fallen to popis
and bishopis, fro pe tyme pat pe world hap gnaryd hem wip
temporal possessiouns, and oper glorie of pe world.

And so wake 3¢, preiynge in al tyme pat 3¢ be had worps to fle
alle pes pingis pat ben to come, and sionde bifore mannis sone.
Ech man mote nedis stonde at pe barre bifore Crist, and be
demed aftir his lyf, oper to blis or to helle. And, as Crist
techip here, pes pree bringen men to helle. But we sleepen
and wanten bileve in alle pes pree pat Crist tellip, for bope
bishopis and oper men traveilen to gnare hem in alle bes. And
no drede pei failen foule in bileve of pis gospel, for ellis pei
wolden fayne be delyveryd of lordshipes pat pei ben dowid inne.

PE ENLEVENPE WEDNESDAI AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI.

[SERMON CCXVIL]

Quia oporlet semper ~Luc. xviii.? [1.]

Prs gospel tellip a lore of Crist, how pat men shulden bisili
preie. Luk seip pat, fesus tolde to his disciplis pis parabdle, to
teche pat men moten ever preie and not faile*; and seide pus,
Per was a juge in o citee, pat dredde not God, ne shamede ony man.
And per was a widewe in pat cite, and cam to pis Jupe, and serde,
Venge me of myn adversarie. And b longe tyme he wolde not; but
aftir he seide wipinne himsilf, ARif ¥V drede not God, and shame
not of man, nepeles for pis widewe is grevous to me, I shal venge

! schal come, E. ? So in E rightly; A and Q have #. ® These
| words ought to be included in the quotation, but are not, either in A or E.
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hir, lest she come at pe laste and privyly anoie med, And pe
Lord seip, Heere 3e¢ what pe juge of wickidnesse seide. Wher God
shal not do veniaunce of his chosen men fo blis, pat crien fo him
nyyt and day? Certis, I seie to 30u, pat soone shal God do
ventaunce of hem.

Sum men seien pat pes prelatis bi pe popis lawe, and lawe of
pe chapitre, ben more grevous to pe Chirche pan was juge of
pe citee, for pei cunnen summone pe Chirche, pat is wydowe
for pis tyme, from oo place to anoper, to sooke of her moneye.
And pus clerkis seien®, pat suggilare is soukyng to do wrong.
And noo doute God wole venge his peple of siche prelatis.
But we shulen witen, pat he preiep wel pat lyvep wel bi Goddis
lawe ; and pis preier is myche betere pan wawyng of preestis
lippis, for lippis ben pe worste part bi which men synnen azens
God. How serven pei him moost worpili wip pis part pat
is so foule?

PE WEDNESDAI AFTIR TWELFPE SONDAI AFTIR TRYNITE.

[SERMON CCXVIIL]

Cepit Jesus exprobare—~NATT. xi. [20.]

P1s gospel tellip how Jesus reprovede many citees for per
synne, Matheu tellip pat, Crist bigan to reprove cilees, in whick
weren done many vertues of him, for pei hadden not do penaunce,
for pe synne pat pei hadden done. Woo fo pee! Corozaym ; woo
o pee! Bethsaida ; for if in Tire and Sidon hadde be done vertues
pat ben don in sou, longe ago pet hadden do penaunce in aishen and
hayre, Nepeles ¥ seie to 30u, pat fo Tire and Sidon lesse peyne
shal be don in pe day of jugement, pan skal be to pes two citees.
And pou, Capharnaum, where pou shalf be hied to hevene? pou
shalt droppe doun into helle : for if in Sodom hadden vertues be

s Not a very correct translation gle,’ the other  condempne.’
of the ‘sugillet’ of the Vulgate. b Imagining the word to be a
Nor are the Wycliffite versions any  derivative of ‘sugo.’
better, which render, the one ¢ stran-
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dotie pat ben dome in pee, perventure pei hadden dwelt into pis day.
Nepeles ¥ seie to 30u pat it shal be softere to pe lond of Sodom at
domesday pan to 3ou.

And pes pree citees bitokenen pree synnes pat weren done in
hem. And interpretatioun acordip wip pe storie of bope sidis;
for where God 3yvep betere jiftis, ben men more unkynde to
synne. And for pes londis of hepene folk mysten be good of
per free wille, perfore seip Crist, pat peraventure pei hadden do
penaunce longe sipen. And seed of Goddis word pat pei token
whs more worp pan mannis seed; and herfore pei hadden more
synne to waste pis seed pan pe topir. And jif pou axe, sip Crist
wiste pis, what movede him to preche here, and not to preche
in opir countries, where he myste have done more gocd, sip he
is God and al is his, and he may not accept persones,—we
bileve pat pis is sop, but God woot whi he dide pus, for worpi-
nesse of his kyn, or meritis of patriarkes bifore. But al pe
Chirche shal be betere for pis dede bat Crist dide, pan 3if he
hadde convertid oper, and lefte to preche to pes folk. And pus
bishopis ben more to blame, and alle pes newe religions,
whanne pei ben unkynde to Crist, pan ben oper lesse bounden.

PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR PRITTENPE SONEDAI AFTIR
TRINITE.

[SERMON CCXIX.]

Abeuntes Pharisey'. —Marr. xii. [14.]

Prs gospel pat Matheu tellip spekip of vertue of Crist, how
meke and vertuous he was ajens malice of his enemyes.
Matheu seip paf, Phariseis wenlen out, and maden her concedl
ayens Jesus, how pei shulden leese him, for he was contrarie to per
Lif.  Bul Jesus, pat knewe pis, wenle pennes, and manye sueden
kim, and he helide hem alle. And he dad hem pat pei shulde not
make him opynly knowun ; pat pis were fulfillid, pat was seid of
Crist bi Isay ; Lo, my child pat ¥ have chosen, my loved in whom

v Pharisei, E.
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it pleside wel to myself ; ¥ shal putte my spirit on him, and he
shal telle jugement to hepene men. He shal not stryve, ne he shal
crye, ne ony man shal heere his vois in pe stretis. He shal not
breke a rede brysid, and ke shal not quenche flex pat smokip, til he
caste out juginge lo viclorie. And in pe name of him shulen
hepene Jfolk hope.

Men expownen pis profecie sopeli of Cristis persone. For to
" pe manheed pat he took, alle pes condiciouns acorden; for he
was moost vertuous man, and moost meke man of alle oper, sip
he dide wipouten defaute alle pe dedis pat he dide. For 3if he
were veniable here no man myjte suffre his veniaunce, He
was meke to seculers here, pat weren unstable as pe reed, and
meke to preestis of pe chirche, pat smokiden bi pride as brent
flex. But o dai of Crist shal come, in which he shal juge alle
men; and panne he shal shewe his mi3t, whanne it nedip not to
spare more; but 3it his mekenesse and his mercy shulen be
medlid wip alle hise dedis.

PE FOURTENDE WEDNESDAI AFTIR CorPUS CHRISTIL

[SERMON CCXX.]

Ait ad Jesum unus—~Luc. xii. [13.]

P1s gospel tellip a parable, how men shulden fle averice, and
specialli preestis of Crist. For Judas fel bi pis synne, and
bitraiede Crist his maistir, as pe gospel berip witnes; and alle
pe synne pat preestis dome, in pe office pat Crist hap 3ovun
hem, comep of averice of hem; and pus pei ben his traitours, as
Judas. Luk tellip pat, On of pe puple seide to Jesus, Maistir, sete
to my bropir pal ke departe wip me pe herilage. For him pouste
pat Crist was just, and sum part shulde he have, as freris seyn
now pat bishopis cunnen figte best of alle men, and it fallip
moost to hem, sip pei ben lordis of al pis world. And pus
Macabeus ® fousten, and Crist bad hise apostlis sille per cootis,

1 SoE; red, A 2 Machabees, Q.
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and bie hem swerdis; but wherto but for to fiste? And pus
freris wenden in greet aray, and stiryn many for to figte. But
sum men seyn, pat it helpip not but to gete hem newe martirs.
For, as pei seien, ech man pat ! diep pus is fulli assoilid bope of
peyne and of synne, and pus he fleip streitly to hevene, and
panne he is a marti,. Who can denye pis? Suppose we pat
bis is heresye, pat Crist taugte his apostlis to fiste pus wip iren
swerdis, but wip swerd of Goddis word, pat stondip in mekenes
of herte, and prudence of mannis tunge. And as Crist was
mekeste man, so he was moost drawen fro pe world, and wolde
not juge ne devide heritage among men. And 3it he cowde
have do pis best, 3if it myste have fallen to him. And pis were
lasse perilous pan to devide benefices, for mede of good were
more, and errour of wickide were worse. And pus pe apostlis
dursten not chese Mathi, but kepten pe chesyng to God.

And pus seip Crist in pis gospel, O man, who made me juge or
departere among 3017 As who seip, God bad me not do pis, and
whi shulde Y take pis office speciali? sip God hap ordeyned pis
lawe and office for seculer jugis. And myche more, sip God
hap ordeyned pat clerkis shulden not pus be dowid, to parte pis
dowyng amonge hem fallip for a fendis crafte. And here
heretykes cryen, pat pis gospel deniep not pat ne Crist departide
pis heritage, but he axide a questioun herof; sip Moises, bi
conseile of God, was juge pus of heritages. But telle pes
heretykes how Crist jugide here, and in what forme, and whi pe
Hooli Goost hidde pis jugement fro pe Chirche.

And Crist sede o hise disciplis, Se 3ee, and flee 3¢ from alie
maner of averice, and speciali from averice pat stondip in siche
jugis. For Crist myjte have wonnen myche money, 3if he
wolde have jugid pus; but he muste have jugid ofte pat neiper
of pes partis shulde have pis. And Crist seip aftir pus, pat not in
aboundaunce of siche goodis pat a man hap, stondip his lyf, but in
pe contrarie. For men shulden in state of innocence have
lyved wipouten sich goodis, and many men lyven betere pat han
here noust of pes, as Baptist and oper men, as pes Jewis moten
nedis graunte. And so pis is a fals principle pat worldly men
usen to-day,—ever pe more pat 2 man hap, ever pe more worp

1So E; om. A.
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he is. And pus pes averouse men tellen myche pat oon be
worp a pousand pound. But we tellen hem of oure bileve, pat
Joon was betere pan alle pes richessis.

Crist seide fo hem a lienesse, to stire hem from averice, Pe | Therions man
Jeld of 00 riche man brouste forp plentenous fruytis, and he pouste | ¥is Puos.
wipinne himsilf and seide, What shal I do? for ¥V have not to
whidir ¥ shal gadere my fruytis. And ke seide, Pis ¥V shal do ;
¥ skal distrie my bernes, and V shal make more; and pidir ¥ shal
gadere alle pingts pat growen fo me, and my goodis. And ¥V shal
seie fo my soule, Soule, pou hast many goodis put up for many
yeeris ;. reste, drynke and efe, and make feestis. But God seide to
him, Fool, pis ny3t shulen pe fendis fake awey pi soule fro pee ;
and pingis pat pou hast maad redy, whois?, trowist pou, shulen
pei be? So it fallip, whoso tresourip fo him, and is not ricke in
God. And Crist seide to his disciplis, Herfore ¥ seie to jou, nyle
3¢ be bisye to Joure lyf, what 3e shulen ele, ne to Joure bods, what 3¢
shulen be clopid wip; for® pe lisf is more pan pe mete, and pe bodi
s more pan pe clojp. And so more bisynesse shulden men have
for pis betere pan for pe worse, and specialy for pat place where
pe soule and pe bodi shulen evere more dwelle. And pus men
shulden gadere vertues, to fede pes partis in blis of hevene.
Biholde 3¢ pe crowes ; for pet neiper sowen ne repen, and pei han
neiper seller ® ne bernes, but 3it God fedip hem ; myche more God
wole fede his servauntis. And pus for beste ping shulde man
be moost bisye.

pE WEDNESDAY GOSPEL AFTIR PE FYFTENPE SONDAI AFTIR
TRINITE.

[SERMON CCXXI.] |
|
|

Factum est in una dierum.—Luc. xx. [1.]

i

P1s gospel is toold bifore fulli to al pe lettre®, but marke here ! on the fasse

and interested
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. prechiden now late a dreem®; but pei cowden not rede wel,

and pei leften treupe of pe gospel. And pus pei han harmed
oure lond, bope in men and moneie, and love of God, and
mannis frendshipe; for so myche frendship as we han lost,
shulen freris nevere licly gete azen, And so pe wynnyng pat
pei shulden have getun for trewe prechinge of pe gospel, were
betere pan many hundrid pousynd mark. But myche more pei
maden us lese; for men pat knowen siche journeis and dis-
pensis in money, wip hors and harnays, seien pat it comep to
more, wipouten oper harmes pat ben fallun. And noo drede
alle freris, or many, assentiden to pes heresies pat pes freris han
prechid here, to gete moneje of pe puple. Lord! 3if men weren
led bi witt, and wolde no more fede sich, bifore pe rewme were
restorid of pis harm pat pei han don. For it semep to many
men, pat til pat tyme freris ben acursid; and comunyng* pus wip
cursed men shulde not profit to oure rewme. And dedis of
hem pat God cursip ben litil worp or noust to blesse. Late hem
lyve on per werris, and on per martris pat pei han getun, or sille
per feyned indulgence; and disseyve pei no more oure rewme;
for feyned gabbingis pat pei heepen shulde make no treupe to
man of witt. Have we alle pes freris in suspect, in mater of
bileve or opir; for pei han sowen pus opynli lesyngis, ajens
bileve. And no drede Clementis freris wolen as faste feyne
agens us; for come pei in anoper lond, pei wolen soone assente
to Clement; and so pei wolden now here, 3if pei hopiden
worldli wynnyng. But God forbede pat oure bileeve be led bi
sich heretikes; pat seien pat pe fendis eleccioun makip hem
newe article of bileve; as freris pat ben wip Clement seyen pat
it is per bileve, pat Clement is heed of hooli Chirche; as oure
freris feynen pus of Urban. Who shulde have hem not suspect
of heresie pat pei han prechid?

! So E; A has comune.

& See p. 166 supra.
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PE SIXTENPE WEDNESDAI AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI DAY,

[SERMON CCXXIIL]

Venit Jesus ad villam—Magx viii, [22.]

P18 gospel tellip of a myracle, how Crist heelide a blynd man.
Mark seip pat, Jesus cam to pe toun of Bethsaida, and pes bryngen
him a blynd man, and preieden Crist fo touche him. And Crist,
lakynge pe blynde mannis hond, [and | ledde him out of pe sirete ;
and Crist, spiitinge tn lo his eyen, leide upon him his hondss, and
axide him wher he saw ouzt. And he lokide, and seide, ¥V see men
goinge, as trees. Pan Crist putte efte his hondis upon his eyen,
and he began lo se, and he was restorid to sigt, so pat ke saw
clerely alle pingis. And Crist sente him into his hous, and bad
him go into his hous, and 3if he entre inio pe strete, loke he ltelle
no man.

Crist fledde veyn preising, and algatis of pis toun; for it was
oon of pe pree touns pat Crist reprovede for her synne, And
herfore Crist ledde him out of a street of synful men, to teche
us pat summe synful men wolen veynly take goode dedis? and
men shulen lette to worche bifore hem, for depravyng of pe
werkes. But here men axen comunly, whi Jesus, pat is al-
mysty, helide not first fulli pis man, sip pe myracle hadde be
more. But here men taken as bileve, pat alle pingis pat Crist
dide weren doone for certeyn resoun, and for greet witt on per
maner. And here Crist propheciede how pis citee was disposid.
Summe of pis citee weren goode, and weren growynge in ver-
tues, and pis figuride Crist here, and lefte counfort to oper
men to laste in vertues, al3if pei done not beste anoon. And
trowe we not pat Crist dide here dispitously or unhonestly,
spittynge in pis mannis face to 3yve si3t to his ijen. For Cristis
spotel hadde greet vertue, and was contrarie to venym of pe
fend ; as philosophris seien it is of spotil of a fastyng man. And
pus Crist 3af devocioun and vertue to pis man to preie; and it
is honest with sich spotele for® Cristis hond to waishe his eyen.

1 om. E. 3 Guddis dedis, E. 3 So E; A has fro.
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PE SEVENTENPE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI DAL

[SERMON CCXXIII.]

Dixit Jesus discipulis—Marr. xiii. {31.]

Crusr tellip here two parablis, pat tellen pe state of his Chirche.
First he seip pat, Pe rewme of hevenes is maad liche to @ corn of
senevey, pe whick a man takih, and sowih it in his feld,  Pis corn
is lest of alle seedis, pat men sowun comunly in pe feeld. But
whanne i is growun, it is more pan all wortis, and it is maed
a lree, so pal foulis of heven comen and dwellen in his branchis.

Men undirstonden comunly pis parable of Cristis Chirche,
pat dwellip here upon erpe, and was but a litil floc whanne
Crist chees his apostlis, bi suche ordre as he wolde. And pus
pe Chirche is ofte clepid pe rewme of hevenes, for pe heed.
A senevey seed in divers contrees hap diverse propirtees. It is
licly pat pis seed hadde pis propirte in pe lond pat Crist was
inne; it was litil in quantite, and sowun in gardeynes, or in
pe feeld; and of leeves, whanne it growip, men maken potage
in pat cuntre; and after it growip to a tree, as done malues in
sum contre. JPus growide pis Chirche bi vertue of Crist, pat
was lest for moost meke. And pis seed was bigynnynge of
alle pe Chirche, pat now is greet. Pis Chirche was sowun in
be feeld, whanne it growide here in erpe. And it contrariep
not herto pat Crist was a whete corn, and fel in to pe erpe
and was deed, as Joon tellip pat Crist seide. Pis Chirche
growide aftir to an hije tree, and cam to pe hiynesse of
hevene; and grete lordis here in erpe dwelten in branchis of
pis tree. For emperours and kingis bicamen Cristene in par-
ticuler chirchis. Men seien pat senevey hap pis kynde, pat it
is good for sause of mustard, and confortip mannis nerves, aljif
it be sharp to mannis nose. Pus Cristis Chirche lyvede first,
pat? it was sause to oper men; and not oonli salt of pe erpe,
as Crist seip of hise apostlis,—for men weren confortid bi

! So E; A has disciplis. ? bat is, E.
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Cristis preestis to holde his lawe and go his wey. And so
senewis of many men weren confortid for to move, and para-
lasie was put awey, for pei weren stable in bileve. But pei
weren odious to many, for worldly men loveden hem not;
and so fame or sause of nose was ful sharp in pes men. And
so Crist tellip in pis parable, on what manere his Chirche
shal lyve.

Pe secounde parable pat Crist seip here is seid pus, Pe
rewme of hevenes is like to sour dows, pe which o womman takip,
and hidip in pree lumpis of mele, til pal al be soured. Dis ping
is knowe to wyves, and includip myche witt; for of comoun
ping and knowun shulden pe comouns beste take per witt.
But we shulen first undirstonde, pat o ping bi pis witt may
signefie diverse pingis bi diverse propirtees: as a lyoun bi
Joones speche is Crist of pe kynrede of Juda, and a lioun
signifiep bi Petre pe fend as he temptip men. And pus sour
dowy is old synne, bi pe witt pat Poul seip; but here sour dowy
is savery ping pat fordoip wlatsunnesse®. Pis womman is
Goddis wisdom, pat hidip pis savery sour dows in pre porciouns
of mele, to make breed after savery. Men pat ben disposid
bi God to be pastid in hooly Chirche, ben pis mele pat Crist
seip here; and pis sour dowy is his lymes, pat darken in pre
partis of mele, whanne pei ben moved of God to penke and
speke and do wisely, bi ensaumple of pe Trinite,

Alle pes pingis spake Jesus in parablis bi pe puple, and wipouten
parablis spake ke not now to hem ; to fulfille pat word pat was
spoken of pe prophete, pat seip pus of Crist; 7 shal opene my
moup in parablis, ¥ shal shewe out hid pingis fro pe bigynnynge
of pe world &,

Y wlatsunnes, E.

# In the Sarum Missal this gospel ~ seventeenth Wednesday reference is
is given as that for the eighteenth merely made to that of the twenty-
Wednesday after Trinity, or Corpus  third, Cum venisset Fesus.
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PE NYNTENPE WEDNESDAYI GOSPEL AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI DAL

[SERMON CCXXIV.]

Accesserunt ad Jesum.—MAarr. xiii. [36.]

Pi1s gospel tellith how Crist expownep a parable pat he hadde
seid. Mathew tellip pat, Disciplis camen lo Jesus, and seiden,
Declare 1o us pe parable of taris of pe feld. And Crist an-
sweride, and seide ; He pat sowip good seed is mannis sone ; and
pe feid is pe world ; and pe good seed ben sones of pe chirche, but
e laris ben wickid children. But pe enemye pat sowih pes taris
is pe devyl, pat makip discord; but pe ripe corn is pe eende of pe
world, and pe reperts ben Goddis aungels. Perfore as taris ben
gederid, and ben brent in pe fier, so it shal be in pe end of pe
world. Mannis sone shal sende his aungels, and pei shulden
gadere of his rewme all sclaundris, and hem pat done wickidnesse,
and pet shulen sende hem in lo pe chymeney of fier ; pere shal be
wepyng and gnasiyng of lep. Panne jusi men shulen shyne as
sunne in pe rewme of per fadir. He pal hap eeren to heere,
heere he pis witt expowned. Ech preest pat hap witt shulde
first knowe pis parable, and after pes wordis pat here ben seid,
and panne may he lijtli knowe what pis parable wolde meene.

ON TWENTIPE WEDNESDAI AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI.

[SERMON CCXXV.]

Dixit Jesus principr.—Luc. xiv. [12.]

P1s gospel tellip how a man shulde do his almes, and to what
men. Luke tellip Aow, Jesus seide to a prince of Fariseis,
Whanne pou makist a mete or soper, nyle powe clepe perto pi frendss,
ne pi breperen, ne pi cosyns, ne pi riche neizborts, leste pey? bidden

! Soin E; A excludes lest pei from the quotation.
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Jee azen, and reward be maad here fo pee. Bul whanne pou
makist a feeste, clepe pou pore feble men, blyrde, and lame, and pon
shall be blessid, for pey* han not wherof pei shulen 3elde pee, for
it shal be 3olden lo pee in pe azenrysyng of just men. Whanne
Crist hadde seide pes pingts, oon of hem pal eten togedere seide
fo him, Blessid is ke pat shal ete breed in pe rewme of God.

Here men ben taugte to what pre men pei shulden do per
almes bodili; for to pore feble men, to pore lame men, to pore
blynde men. For a man may be feble, lame, or blynd, and ful
riche ; but whanne he is pore wip ony of pes pree, panne he is
able to take sich almes. And, for alle curatis shulden be pore,
and ben alle feble to do per office, and to traveile for per mete,
perfore pei taken almes as pore feble, and don beter goostli
almes agen. And pes blasfemes out of bileve, pat seien pat
Crist spekip here falsely or uncompletly to teche men to whom
pei shulden do per almes, ben comunly stronge beggeris, and
tirauntis in Cristis Chirche. But pes heretikes shulden not be
trowid, ne be nurishid wip sich almes. Men may syve sich
men good bi oper title pan title of almes, as bi felowship or
lordship, as many taken ofte mete wel.

PE OON AND TWENTIPE WEDNESDAI AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI

[SERMON CCXXVI.]

Factum est ul intrarel in.—Luc. vi. [6.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist helide a man upon pe Satirdai,
and answeride to men pat accusiden him, and proved bi resoun
pat he dide wel. Luk tellip pat it fel pat, jesus wente into pe
synagoge, and lawyte perinne. And per was a man pere, and his
riyl hond was drye, and pe Scribis and Farisels aspieden, wher
Jesus heelide on pe sabol, pat per shulden fynde to accuse him.
And Jesus knewe pe poustis of hem, and seide to pe man pat hadde
pe drye hond, Rise pou, and stonde tn pe myddil. And ke roos

! So E; A has pe.

197

Commentary,

Cure per-
formed on the
Sabbath day




198

Commentary.

The power of
faith,

WYCLIF'S

and stood. And Jesus seide jo hem, I axe where it be leveful
o do wel or yvel in pe sabol; fo make a soule saf or fo leese i1,
And Crist lokide alle men® abowte, and seide unto pis man, Stretche
out pin hond, And he stretchide it out ; and his hond was restorid,
And pes weren fulfillid of unwisdome, and pei spaken iogidere,
what panne pei shedden do of Jesus.

Crist makide many resouns pat man brekip not pe Sabot,
3if he do miraclis on pis day, al3if pei ben bodili werkes. For
panne shulden men moost do wel, in werkes pat God wole have
done ; but God wolde have pis werk done, for he him self dide
pis myracle. 3if Crist hadde do pis myracle for hyre, panne pes
Fariseis hadden wel argued. But it is good to traveil bodily,
and freely to serve God. But pus dide Crist, in doynge myraclis,
as he shulde? upon Sabot. For in state of innocence men
mysten traveile bope bodili and spiritualy to serve God in
nedeful pingis; and pus servide Crist to God, doyng miraclig
on pe Sabot. And pis was a medeful werk, and God was
auctor perof; and herfore dide Crist sich werkes comunly on
pe Sabot.

PE TWO AND TWENTI)E WEDNESDAI AFTIR CORPUS CHRISTI.

[SERMON CCXXVII.]

Amen, Amen, dico vobis.—MARK xi. [23.]

P1s gospel tellip men what vertue is in rigt bileve. Mark tellip
pat, Crist seide, Sopely ¥ seie 1o 30u, pat 3if ony sete fo pis hill,
Take pee awey, and sende pee inbo pe see; and doute mot in his
herte, 3if he trowe ristly, pat whatevere ke seip shal be do, panne it
shal be don to him. Here ben many objecciouns pat pes wordis
of Crist ben false; sip many men may axe pingis, and trowe
into hem, and 3it mai faile. But prove pou pat pis man doutip
not, but spekip rigtly, and panne pou makist an argument pat
Crist and his gospel ben false. But pou provest not pat pou

1 on alle men, E. 2 schulde do, E.
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takist, and perfore caste pis skile awey. But ech Cristene man
shulde trowe, pat what skilful ping he axip God shal do to him,
be it more or be it lasse. But discrecioun is here nedeful, pat
man axe pat he shulde axe; as pat he tempt not God, to axe
ping pat is not nedeful, but nedeful to prove Cristis bileve; and
panne mut it nedis be, sip God failip not in nedeful ping, and
in power he mai not faile. And God hap kept evere a word,
answerynge to men pat tempten Crist. For which ping ¥ seie
to you, alle pingts whalevere 3¢ axen in good preier, bileve 3¢ pat
3¢ shulen take hem, and pei shulen come fo 30n.

And whanne 3¢ shulen stonde 1o preze, forseve 3e tf 3¢ han ouyt
azens omy, so pal your fadir pat is in hevene foryyve lo 3ou Jour
synnes.  And pus ech man shulde forsyve alle pe synnes doon
agens him, for he shulde forzyve his injurie, and leeve to God
what he wole do. But injurie don agen God is propre to God
to forjeve. And it is ofte resonable to aske faste bodily dettis,
as men axen almes of men; and God biddip pat pei shulden do
almes; but be war pat pou axe noo veniaunce of ping pat is
propre to God.

And here men seien, pat Crist hap grauntid to alle hise prestis,
and first to popis, pat whatever pei bynden or unbynden above
erpe, it shal be pus doon in hevene. And pis is soip whanne
pei done pus above pe erpe,—as we han seid bifore,—so pat pei
han cunnynge to acorde wip pe keyes above ; and ellis pei done
not pus above pe erpe, but in pe erpe, or bynepe pe erpe. And
pus a man shulde forseve his wrong, and leeve to Crist rist
punishing. And so it semep no gospelis dede’, neiper to figte
ne prisoun men, but 3if God bidde to do pus; and panne men
don as Goddis servantis. And bus seip Crist pat, 3¢/ 3¢ forseven
not, panne jour fadir pal is in hevene shal not forseve 3ou joure
synnes. Here mai we see pat Crist wole part pe wrongis pat
men doon ajens men, and pat men doon ajens God; for pat
forsyvep noon but God. And 3if a man be Goddis trewe viker,
pis viker forgyvep in Goddis name. But pis forgyvynge is al
oper pan forgyvyng pat God forzyvep.

1 gospel dede, E.
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PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR BRE AND TWENTI SONDAI AFTIR
TRINITE.

[SERMON CCXXVIIL]

Cum venissel Jesus.—Matr. xvii. [23.]

P1s gospel tellip how meke Crist was, pat he 3af tribut to pe
emperour; and 3it pe emperour bi mannis lawe shulde not
axe pis of Crist. Mathew tellip pat, Whanne Jesus and his dis-
ciplis camen to Capharnaum, per camen, of pe emperours ser-
vauntis, pa# foken fribut of men fo Peire, and seiden fo him, Jour
maistiy paiep no tribul. And Pelre seid, 3he. As who seip, sop
it is he paiep noon, for he is noon housholding man, and he hap
noo rentis ne goodis, wherfor he shulde paie pis tribut. A#nd
whanne he was enirid into pe hous, Crist cam bifore Petre, and
setde, Symount, what pinkip pee ? Kingis of erpe, of whom laken
Jei tribut or taliage? of per somes, or of aliens? And Pelre seide,
Of aliens. And Jesus seide to Petre, Panne sones be free fro pis.
For it semep pat Crist wolde meene pis resoun unto Petre; 3if
pe kingis of erpe taken no taliage of per sones bi mannis lawe,
myche more pei shulden not take of Goddis Sone bi mannis
lawe. Bul pat we sclaundre hem not, go fo pe see, and caste
an hook, and pat fishe pat comep firsi up, take lo pee, and opene his
moup, and lo, pou shalt fynde a manere of money®, And pis money
is as moche or more as pes servauntis axiden of Crist, for
dragma', as men seien, was worp aboute sevene pens, and
stater, a3 men seien, is worp so myche or more. Crist bad
Petre take pis stater, and paie it for Crist and Pelre; and panne
pe maistir and 2 his covent weren quit of paiyng of pis tribut.

Here seien clerkis sopeli, pat Crist shulde paie pis tribut, for
Goddis lawe, pat is Goddis wille, nedide Crist to paie pis. And

t So E; A has didragma. 2 So in E; A has of bis covent, and also
weren ; evidently therefore and is the right reading.

 The first Wycliffite version ex-  which is simply standard’ The
plains ‘stater’ to mean ‘a certeyn stater then current in Palestine was
of moneye;’ in reference doubtless  equivalent to 4 drachmas.
to the original meaning of the word,
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here mai men see bi resoun, pat Cristis preestis shulden not
gratche 3if men token® per temporaltes; for oure Jesus
grutchide not. And 3it he hadde no temporaltees of kingis
pat dwelten in pis erpe; for he ordeynede in pe olde lawe pat his
preestis shulden have no sich lordship; and he kepte it in
pe newe lawe, for him and hise, ful streitly. But jit Crist
taugte Petre to take pe stater of pe water, and pat passide
mannis possessioun, and mannis witt, pat it was pere. And
pus Crist taugte pat God wolde pat he obeishide pus to pis
kyng, for ellis hadde Crist synned here, in doinge pat he
shulde not do, or pat God wolde not pat he dide; but cursid
ben pei pat trowen pis.

pPE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL AFTIR FOURE AND TWENTI SONEDAI AFTIR
TRINITE. .

[SERMON CCXXIX.]

Homo quidam habebat duos.—Matt. xxi. [28.]

PE witt pat pis gospel seip is toold bifore in pe fyfpe weke
aftir Domsne ne in sra, and pere men mai see pis gospels, But
sip al witt is in Goddis lawe, and bi pe same skile in pe gospel,
sumwhat moten men seien here of pe witt pat pe gospel tellip.
Matheu seip in pis gospel, pat God hadde two sones, bope
pe hepene men and pe Jewis. But pe firste seide, he wolde not
do his bidding; aftirward he hadde forpinking, and dide pe
dedis pat God bad him. Pe Jewis seiden pat pei wolden do,
and failiden falsli in per dedis; and pus pei weren more to
blame, for more falsehede in word and dede.

And here men douten comunly of pe sixte maner of con-
sence ?, pat is whanne a man leevip to reprehende an opyn
synne. Pus seien seintis, pat him wantip not scripul of privy
felowship, pat leevep to blame an open synne. And anoper

! taken, E. 2 consent, E.
s See above, p. 27. * Domine ne  is no introit Wwith such a beginning

in ira* one would suppose to be the  in any office falling near the octave
first words of an introit ; but there  of the Epiphany.
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seip, he pat may amende and is necligent, wipouten doute
he makip him partener of pe trespas. And pis same techip
Cristis dede, pat is comaundement to Cristene men, for it sep
hizer to hem pan ony man mai speke bi vois. Crist, al vertuous
and al witty, blamede hye preestis and Phariseis, and 3it he wiste
pat herfore pes ypocritis shulden shape his dep. And no man
of bileve hap drede pat ne here was ground of errour; for Crist
reprovede where moost was nede, and so shulden men do
to-day. Crist 3af pe forme how men shulden blame pes folk bi
weie of charite; for he seip pat hem pat he lovep, he reprovip
and chastisip. And he seip in Joones gospel, pat he 3yvep
a newe mandement pat hise lymes love togidere rijt as he
lovede hem. And pus aspie pou what is cause of pe synnes of
pes two! folk, and drawe mekely awey pis cause, and panne
pou doist as Cristis child. And sip lordship and temporal
goodis nurishen synne in pes two folk, drawe awey pes two
brondis, and pis boylyng wole after quenche. And no drede
assent to pes menes is to assente to pes synnes. Many seien
pat pei wolden pat pes synnes weren fordone in pe Chirche, and
3if eiper pei ekyn ? pe fier, or leeven to wipdrawen pe brondis ;—
as who seip, Y wolde fayn pat pe hete of pis water were?
quenchid, and 3it Y putte under fier, and leve to wipdrawe pe
brondis. Pis consence is wel knowun of Crist, pat knowip al
ping. And pis blamyng shulden men do, for love to pes two
folk; for no drede Crist for love reprovede hie preestis and
Phariseis, )

But here men replien comunly, pat bi pis skile ech man
assentip to ech synne doone in pe Chirche; for a man assentip
pat ceesip to speke agens pis synne. Also many knowun not
pis synne, and ben not in power to ceese it; how ben pei
oblishid herto of God, pat worchip al bi resoun? Here
Cristene men shulden have no drede pat ne }pis consent is
comune now. And so it is seid ful soply, pat whoever synnep
ony wey assentip to al synne pat is done panne, as many men
drawun a boot. But here we moten distingue blame fro lizt
synne pat we moten have, for ellis holy men assentideh ever
to al manere synne. Do we now pat in us is, and God wole

! Soin E; A has fwoo. 2 ehen, E 2 So E; weren, A.
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have us excusid. And to pis secounde evydence a man shulde
nevere ceese to ajenstonde pes synnes, wher he be alyve or
deed. For lyve a man rigtfully, and for him God helpip his
Chirche. And pus ech hooly deed man helpip agens ech synne
here in pe Chirche, But summe shulen helpe in 0 maner, and
sum in anoper; as lyvyng, to whom God 3yvep witt, shulen
helpe bi resoun and bi wordis, and oper lyvynge, to whom God
yyvep power, shulen helpe bi prudence of pis power, and oper,
symple idiotis, shulen helpe bi per good liif; and so no man is
excusid pat he ne shal helpe on sum maner. And sip pe helpe
is in Goddis hond, feblenesse of bodi excusip® not. And bi pis
mai men undirstonde how pe pridde object shal be assoilids. As
ech man knowip al ping in generalte, 5o he knowip synne. And
lyve he medefully, and God wole departe his meed, and helpe
bi him where nede is. And pis shulde ech man knowe, as
Goddis lawe shulde be al knowun of ech man in his degree, of
summe more and of sum lesse, after pat God hap oblishid him.
And so ech man shulde wite pat preestis shulden lyve a pore
liif ; and pus necligence, or levyng for to helpe in Goddis cause,
is pe firste and mooste synne pat rengnep now in pis Chirche.
And Crist diede in pis cause, to prynte it betere in Cristene
men, pat pei shulden penke to helpe here for more profit pat
come) perof,

PE WEDNESDAI GOSPEL IN YMBER WEKE IN SEPTEMBRE MONE)E,

[SERMON CCXXX.]

Respondens unus de turba.—MAEK ix. [16.]

D18 gospel tellip how Crist dide a miracle, pat he reservede
to him. And many seien pis is pe same pat Luk tellip of pe
lunatik. Mark seip pat, Oon of pe puple answeride, and seide
to fJesus, Maistir, ¥ have brougt my sone fo pee, pat hap a domb
spirit.  Pis spirit is clepid bi pat name of pe siiknesse pat he

1 So E; A has excusid.

» How the third objection is to be solved.
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makip; and pus, for he makip a man domb, he is clepid
a domb spirit. And he harmed many weies pe man pat he
dwelte inne ; for where evere pis spirit takip him, 3if he may, Ae
Sruyskip® him doun, and panne he fropih, and gnastip wip his lteeh ;
and aftirward ke wexip drie. And ¥V seide o pi disciplis pat
pei shulden cast out pis spirit, and pet myyten not. And Crist
answeride 1o hem, and seide, O kynrede uniroweful, how longe
shal T be wip sou! how longe shal I suffre you! brynge 3¢ pis
sith man to me. And pei browsten him to Crist. And whanne
Crist hadde seyn him, anoon pis spirit troublide him, and ke, cast
doun in pe erpe, was waltrid and fropide. And Crist axide his
JSadir, How myche tyme is 1t fro pat pis is fallun to lim? And
pe fadiv seide, Fro childhood. And ofte tymes hap he puttid
kim in fier, and walrds, fo lese him ; but 3if pou maist ouyt, helpe
us, and have mercy on us. And Jesus serde to him, 3if pou maist
bileve, alle pingis ben possible to him pat bileevep. And anoon pe
Jadir of pe child cryede wip teerts, and seide, Sire, V bileve ; helpe
myn untroupe. And whanne Jesus hadde seyn pe folk rennynge
pidir, he manasside pe unclene spirtt, and seide, Pou deef and
domb spirit, I comande pec, wende pou from kim, and entre pou no
more in lo him. And pis spirit, cryinge, made him scrawle?,
or, al to-teerynge Aim, wenle oute from him ; and pe child was
maad as deed, so pat manye seiden, pat he is deed. And Jesus,
holdinge his hond, reiside him fo him, and he aroos.

And whanne Crisi hadde entrid in fo pe hous, his disciplis
axiden him privyly, Whi myslen we not caste oute pis fend ? And
Crist seide fo hem, Pis kynde of spiritis mai not wende out but
in preiour and in_fasting,

Men seien comunly here, pat Crist kepte pis werk to him
silf, for his apostlis failiden here in sadnesse of bileve. And
herfore Crist reprovede hem, and movede pis fadir to trowe
sadly. And pes apostlis weren presumptuous, and wolden not
mekeli preie to God; and herfore seip Crist here, pat pis fend
is casten out in preier and fastinge. For as fendis han dyvers
poweris, so dyverse vertues contrarien hem. And noo drede
Crist wolde pat his lordshipe were here shewid, and pus he
spekip here as a lord. And myche peple saw pis deede.

1 fruschip, E. 2 spraule, E; scraule, Q.
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pE FRIDAY GOSPEL IN PE SAME YMBER WOKE.

[SERMON CCXXXI.]

Rogabat Jesum quidam.—Lue. vii. [36.]

P1s gospel tellip how Crist dide mercy to Marie Mawdeleyn.
Luk tellip how, O Farisey preiede Jesus to ete wip him, and Crist
enlride into pe Phariseis hous, and sat doun® to pe mete. And lo,
a synful womman pat was in pe citee, whanne she knewe pat Jesus
vestid in pe Phariseis hous, she browte a box of oynement, and
stood bikynde biside pe feet of pe Lord Jesus, and bigan wip lteeris
o waishe his feet, and wiple? hem wip pe heeris of her heed, and
kisside his feet, and anoyntide hem wip pe oynement. And pe
Pharisey pat clepide Crist, seynge pis dede of pis womman, serde
wipinne lo himstlf ; He pis, 3if he were a prophete, certis he shulde
wile who and whickh is pe womman pat touchip him, for she is
a synful womman. And Jesus answeride, and seide to pis Pha-
risey, Symount, ¥ have sumwhat o seie o pee. And Symount
seide, Maistir, sete. And Jesus answeride, and seide, Per weren
two dellouris lo an usurer ; oon ouzte fyve hundrede pens, and
ancper fifty. And whanne pei hadden not for to pase, he foryaf
hem bope.  Who perfore lovep him more? And Symount an-
sweride, and seide, ¥ gesse pal he fo whom he 3af more. And
Jesus seide to him, Pou hast jugid risily. And Crist, turned
to pe womman, seide® to Symount, Seest pou pis womman ? I have
entrid in o pin hous ; pou 3avest noo waler to my feel, but she
pis hap waished my feet wip leerss, and hap wipt hem wip heeris
of her heed. A cos* pou 3avest me not, but she pis, fro ¥V was
entrid, cesside nol fo kisse my feet., Wip oile pou anoyniidist not
myn heed, but she pis anoyntide my feet wip oynement. Perfore
¥ seie 1o pee, many synnes ben forsovun her, for she hap myche
loved ; _for to whom is lesse forsovun, ke lovep lesse, as pou hast
seid. And Jesus seide to hir, Pi synnes ben forsovun pee. And
summe pat saten logidere at pe mele bigunnen fo seie wibinne hem

1 So E and Q; A has don. ? So E; wepte, A. 3 and seyde, E.
* cosse, E.
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silf, Who s ke pis pat pus foryyvep synnes P And Jesus seide to
Dis womman, Pi bileve hap maad pee saaf ; go pou in pees.

Here may we see how pryvey shrifte is auctorisid of* oure
Jesus. For but in pis place aloone men shulen not grounde
pis oonly shrifte. But bi pe sentence of pe gospel, 3if man
have ful sorew for his synne, 3if he speke not aftir oo word,
but do wel and leve to synne, God foryyve} pis synne, as he
forjaf pis wommans synne. And neiper gospel ne resoun mai
ajen-seie pis sentence. And so pe pope hap newe founden
a rownyng shrifte, and beden it streitly; and pis shrifte doip
sum tyme good, and also myche harm in pe Chirche; for bi
pis han prelatis men undir foot, and spulen hem of worldly
goodis. And pus bope prestis and per sugettis synnen many
gatis in pis point. And pus men erren in bileve, bope preestis
and pe peple. For an hundrid pointis ben feyned of assoilinge
and cursinge pat han no ground in Goddis lawe, and 3it men
doren not agen-seie hem. And fro pe tyme pat pe fend was
unbounden, pe pridde pope Innocent brougte pis innes, And
sip pis doip myche good to many men to be pus shryven, and
to many it doip harm,—and herof pei hem silf shulden be juge,
-—men seien pat it is nedeful to many men to be pus shryvun,
but whanne and to whom men shulden be shryvun is in pex
owne discrecioun. As etynge of mete is nedeful, but not ever
in ech place; and maner of metis pat ben founden men shulden
take after pat pei done hem good. Pe popis lawis in pis mater
ben litel worp for to trowe, but inasmyche as pei ben groundid
of Goddis lawe or of resoun. And it seme}p bard pat pe Chirche
shulde be nurishid wip newe fode, and leve fredom pat Crist
hap ordeyned, and be constreyned to take pis fode. Shryve
a man him wel to God; pis suffisip a man to soulis helpe.
And 3it it is nedeful pat sum men shulden shryve hem pus.

But for pe firste part of pe gospel we shulen wite pat per ben
two usuris. Summe usuren here in erpe for per prou, and want
of love; and pus usure is forfendid, for it smatchip coveitise.
But oper usure is jovun to God, whanne he jyvep men his

1 in, E,

= At the fourth council of the Lateran, a.v. 1215,
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. siftis to profite wip and disserve hevene, to avantage of mennis
silf. But God wole wite how men han chaffarid, al 3if God
syve hem al pe vantage. And pus God usurip for oure prow,
for alle pingis pat God 3yvep us he 3yvep us for pis eende,
wheper pei ben goodis of grace, or kynde, or goodis of fortune
pat he 3yvep us. And of pis usure spekip pe gospel here, and
in many opir placis. And pus he to whom God j3yvep more
shulde more love his God; and pis more love is encrees pat
God axip for his gifte. And pus Marie Mawdeleyn 3af to God
a greet encrees, 3he, more pan pis Pharisei, as she hadde more
grace of God. And 3it God axip pis encrees for mannis helpe,
and not for his. But we shulen undirstonde here how Crist
techip us to haunte oure mercy. As pe soule is betere pan pe
bodi, so goostli werkes of mercy ben betere pan bodili mercy.
And noo werkes ben werkes of mercy, but 3if pei doon good
to pe soule. And pus 3iftis of worldli goodis blynden ful many
men. For it is sum tyme a work of mercy to denye men
worldly goodis, and sum tyme to take from hem, and sum tyme
to putte hem in prisoun, and sum tyme to mayme hem, and
sum tyme to sle hem. And God woot whanne sich dedis
profiten to mannis soule.

PE SATIRDAI GOSPEL IN YMBER WEKE IN SEPTEMBRE MONEDE.

[SERMON CCXXXII.]

Dicebat fesus turbis—~Luc. xiii. [6.]

P1s gospel tellip two parablis pat Crist seide to confirme his
werk. Luc tellip how, Jesus seide to his disciplis pis similitude :
ber was a man pal’ hadde a fige tree plauntid in his vineyerd.
And he cam to seke fruyt in it, and he foond noon. And ke seide
lo pe gardener, Lo, per ben pree seer sip ¥ come lo seke fruyte in
pis fige tree, and ¥ fynde noon ; perfore kitte it doun, for wherelo
occupep it pe erpe P And pis gardener answeride, and seide fo him,
Stre, late 1l stonde, 3he, pis seer, il pat ¥V delve aboute it, and

1 So E; A has and.
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sende donge to pe rootis. And 3if it bere pus fruyt, it is a good
werk and a wiis, and ellis aftirward pou shalt kitle 1f doun.

Pis man is pe godhede” of hevene; pis vynegerde is his
chirche. Dis fige tree is pe rewme of Judee. And it was
bareyne in pree eeldis; but Crist, gardener of pis vinejerde,
grubbide inne and dongide it; for he prechide to pe Jewis,
and lefte his bodi in lond; but 3it pis fige tree bare noo fruyt,
and herfore it was kitt awey, pe two and fourtipe jeer aftir
Cristis assencioun.

Luk tellip after how, Jesus was lechinge in per synagogis in
sabotis, and lo, a woman pat hadde a spiril of sykenesse in er3len
seer, and she was bowed doun, and myyte not on ony maner loke up.
And whanne Jesus saw her, ke clepide her lo him, and seide fo hir,
Womman, pou art left fro pi longe sitkenesse. And Crist pulte
o hir his hondis, and anoon she was stresyt, and glorifiede God.
And pus pis womman was heelid bi pe myracle pat Crist dide
here. And pis persoun® of pe synagoge answertde, dedeynynge pat
Crist heelide on pe sabot, and seide unto pe puple, Per ben sixe
daies in whick men moten worche, perfore come 3¢ tn pes daies
and be 3¢ heelid, but not on pe sabot. And pe Lord answeride
o kim, and seide ; 3e ypocritis, where ech of 30u unbyndip not in
sabot his oxe or his asse fro pe cratche, and ledip him fo drynke ?
And was it nol nede to unbynde pis Abrakhams douztir, pat hap
ben bounden for efjtene 3eer, fro her boond in pe day of sabol?
And whanne Crist hadde seid pes wordis, alle his adversaries
weren ashamed ; and alle pe puple hadde joie in alle pingis pat
weren gloriousely doon of hym.

PE GOSPEL ON DEDICACIOUN DAY OF A CHIRCHE.

[SERMON CCXXXIIL]

Egressus fesus that—Luc. xix. [1.]
pis gospel tellip how Crist dwelte in pe hous of Sache?
Luke seip pat, Jesus wenle out, and wenle unto fericko. And lo,
! So E; A has perssoun. * Zachee, E.
WYCLIF.
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per was a man pat kizte 3achee, and he was prince of publicans,
and ke was a riche man, and he souzte lo see Jesus, and he myzte
not for pe puple, for he was litil in stature. And ke ran bifore,
and stiede info a sycomor tree for fo see fesus; for he was to
passe perbi. And whanne ke cam fo pe place, Jesus lokynge up saw
him, and Jesus seide to him; 3ache, haste pee to come doun, for
fo-day ¥ moot dwelle in pin hous. And 3achee hastide him, and
cam doun, and look Crist ful joyfulli. And alle pe men, whanne
pei sawen, grucchiden, and seiden pat ke turnede fo synful man ;
for puplicans weren holden synful bope in liif and in craft. A4»d
Sachee stood, and seide fo pe Lord, Lo, pe half of my goodss, Sire,
Y 3yve to pore men ; and 3if ¥V have oust bigiled ony, ¥ 3elde azen
e forefold.  And Jesus seide to him, For to-day kelpe is maad to
pis hous, for ke is Abrahams sone. For mannis sone cam fto seke
and make saf pat was perishid.

Pis gospel is red in 3eeris whanne pe chirche is halewid, for
no feste ne masse is worp but 3if pe gospel conferme it. And
as 3achee resseyvede Crist, so chirchis resseyven Cristene men.
But here shulden men undirstonde pat pe chirche is taken on
many maneres. First, for men pat shulen be saved, which
Crist clepip Abrams sones. After, for pe hous of liym! and
stoon, pat conteynep sich men. We taken noon heede to oper
wittis pat pe chirche sumtyme bitokenep. Pes two pingis
gederid togidere on what maner pat it be, pe firste chirche
is Goddis spouse, in what place ever it be; pe topir chirche is
halowid and maad, as opir places ben. And pes wittis ben
diverse to speke pus of pe chirche. For no drede God is not
spousid wip pis liym and pis stoon; but to sich places men
gaderen, bope good and yvel, for to heere Goddis word, and to
resceyve per sacramentis, alif it be not modir of men? but sich
a temple is an hous to oure modir to reste inne. And many
pingis pat men don here, men doon to Crist and his Chirche;
and in worship of hem pei doon summe discretli, and summe
doon folily, for defaute of enformynge.

1 lyme, E. 2 bem, E.
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DE SONDAY GOSPEL WIDINNE OCTAVE OF DEDICACIOUN DAY,

[SERMON CCXXXIV.]

Omnis qui venit ad me.—Lvuc. vi. [47.]

P1s gospel tellip how goostli Chirche shal be groundid in
Crist. Luk tellip how Crist seide, eck man pat comep to me, and
heerip my wordis and doip hem, ¥V shal shewe 3ou fo whom he is
like, He is like to a man pat bildip an hous, pat delvep depe, and
hap put his ground upon a stoon; and whanne grefe welnesse 15
maad, pe flood is cast Yo pat hous, and it mysle not move pis hous,
Jfor it was groundid upon a sad stoon.

By pis gospel may men see, sip ech man shulde be Goddis
hous, ech man shulde ordeyne so for himsilf pat God bi grace
dwelle in his soule. And 3if he have sad bileve in Crist, panne
he is groundid on pis stoon. Pes waters and wyndis and oper
tempestis ben tribulaciouns of pis world, asens whiche stondip
he wel pat hap sad bileve in Crist, and trowip pat 3if he love
Crist, what caas pat fallip to him, it mut nedis falle to his betere,
bi vertu of pis ground stoon. And pus stondip Cristis Chirche
faste, what tribulacioun falle to it. And generaly, pis Chirche is
paied in what poverte pat it is inne. And 3if it be pursued in
bodi, it trowip pat it is for pe beste. And, for noon of us
shulde be proud ne coveitous bi pis title, God hap hid pis stoon
from us, wher we ben men of holy Chirche. For 3if we shulen
not be saved, we ben not men of holi Chirche. And among
pree bingis pat God hidip from us, pis is oon. And pus he
semep a blasfeme pat is pus proud, bi pis title, or pus spulip pore
men, as he were God and wiste al ping. But certis panne
shulde he leeve pis synne, and be meke as Crist was. A man
may wite whanne he is in worldly office wip a lord; but pis is fer
fro pis title, to be a lym of holy Chirche,
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PE GOSPEL WHANNE pE MASSE IS SEID FOR BRIPEREN AND
SISTRIS AND FOR HEELDE OF PEPLE.

[SERMON CCXXXV.]

Sedens Jesus contra gasophilacium aspiciebat—MARK xii. [41.]

P1s gospel tellip in what staat pe puple of Crist is more sikir.
Mark tellip how, Jesus sate ayens pe tresorie in pe lemple, and
Jesus diheld how pe puple caste moneye into pis tresorie, and many
riche men castiden myche. And whanne per was comen a litil pore
womman, she caste fwo mitis, pal ben a ferping. And Jesus callide
his disciplis togidere, and seide to hem ; Sopeli I seie to 3ou, pat
bis widewe, liti] and pore, 3af more in mede pan alle pat senten
into bis tresorie. For alle oper senten of pat pat was aboundant to
hem, but she pis of her myschif sente alle pingts pat she hadde, and
so she sente al hir lyveloode, and for love putte her in disese;
but so diden not pes oper men, pat hadden mo pingis pan hem
nedide.

And here may we see opinly, 3if we trowen to Cristis wordis,
pat merit of a mannis jifte is not after pat it is myche, for pis
widewe 3af more worp pan alle pes men pat here offriden. And
sip pe puple shulde have noo good but for to wynne pe blisse of
hevene, and pis fallip comunlier in poverte pan in richessis of
pes goodis, pe heele! of pe pore puple is more sikir pan it is in
siche riche men. And on pis sentence shulde prelatis penke,
whanne pei seyen pis masse in pe chirche, and spoile not pe
pore puple for to make per state greet,

PE GOSPEL PAT IS SEID FOR PE PEES.

[SERMON CCXXXVI.]

Eece venit hora et nunc.—JoHN xvi, [32.]

Pis gospel tellip bi what weie men shulen have pees in pis
world.  Joon tellip how Crist seide upon pe Shire Pursday, Lo,
1 belbe, E.
P2
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hour* is comen, and now il is comun, pal 3¢ be scaterid abrood ech
on tnlo his owne place, and 3¢ shulen leeve me aloone ; and ¥ am
not aloone, for pe fadir ts wip me. Y am aloone from mannis
helpe, but not aloone from Goddis helpe. Pes pingis have ¥
spoken to 30u, pat see have pees in me. In pe world shulen se have
over-leiynge ®; bul truste 3¢, ¥ have overcome pe world,

Here shulden men wite wel in what pingis stondip mennis
pees,~—not in strong folk and castelis, ne in assailyng of oure
enemyes, ne in preieris of freris, but in oure owne vertuous lyf.
Triste we in Crist, and hope we wel to have in him oure pees
bi vertues. For many moo freris preien ajens us, pan feynen
for to prei for us; and pes seien not, Pees to pis hous, what
toun or cuntre pei dwellen inne, but shapen to hem axis of
werre ; and pis shewip no pees, but hate of Crist. And pus we
wenen pat it were betere pat pes preieris helden per pees, for
pei witen nevere where pei ben ordeyned to peyne of helle, as
fendis children; and it semep not bi per Iyf, pat ne pei assenten
to pes grete synnes. How shulden pei bigilen pe puple wip
chafferyng of peir preier ?

PE GOSPEL AT MASSE PAT IS SEID FOR bE DEEDE®.

[SERMON CCXXXVII.]

Dixit Martha ad Jesum~JouN xi. [21.]

CoMuNE custume of men* is to make per testament whanne
pei dien, and for to make exequies for pat day pat pei ben
biried. And in bope pes pingis ben many errours in bileve;
for it is groundid in mannis ordenaunce for pe more part, and
not in Goddis. A greet disseit in pis mater stondip in trist of
mennis preiours®; as freris and oper preestis seien pat pei wolen
save pe ® soulis and bringe hem hastili into hevene bi pe vertue
of per preier. But here at pe first men shulden wite, what
preier profitip to men. And preier of good lLif profitip

1 be boure, E. 2 over-lyinge, E, * The title in E is * Missa pro
defunctis.’ 4 Cristen men, E. 8 preyouris, E. ¢ ber, E.
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moost of alle oper, and pis preier profitip more to quyke
men and to dede. Pou woist! nevere wher pis dede man
be dampned or in purgatorie; and if pat he be dampned
alle preiours saven him not. 3if he be in purgatorie, good Lif
of pe Chirche here mai be meedful to pis man, after pat Crist
acceptip it. And perfore lyve pou wel, and do pou profit to pe
Chirche, and leve pis parting of mede to God, for so mut
it nedis be.

Many men ben disseyved in founding of chauntries, in
coostli sepulcris, and in solempne sepulturis; and alle pes
feden pe world, and done no profit to pe soule; but as bei
harmen men lyvynge, so pei done harm to pe soul. And as
anentis masse or preieris, Cristene men shulden wel wite pat
good liif of a plowman is as myche worp to pe soule as preier
of pis frere, al3if it profite sumwhat. And perfore it is an open
foly to bargayne wip preestis for siche preier, sip pei cunnen
not grounde bi resoun pe valu of per preier, And as God may
accepte per preier, so he may whatever he wole; and pus pis is
a lewid ground to move men to triste to per preier. 3if pis
prest shal be dampned, his preier profitip litil or noust, but doip
more harm to quike and dede; and pus shulden men hiire hym
to leeve,

Preier of lippis bigilip many % and specialy whanne lippis ben
pollut; for sich preieris of preestis don harm many gatis. And
herfore pei shulden kepe per lippis fro bloody servise of pe fend.
For men seyen pat prestis wordis shulden be as pe gospel;
but now per lippis ben foulid on seven maners, wipouten moo.
First, in irous wordis, as scorneful and wrapful. Also in un-
honest wordis, as worldly songis, and talis of japis. Also in
gabbingis of per breperen ;—and pis fallip ofte to freris; whanne
pei prechen of dede men, pei gabben bope of quike and dede.
Also in boostful wordis pat men speken of per ordris, and
of pingis pat fallen to hem; and sich lesingis hatip God. Also
pei gabben upon God, pat is a foul blasfemye, as men may
heere of freris in errour of per speche, as pei tellen of per
begging in helpe of per breperheed, and in mede of fitinge, wip
oper errours pat pei sowun. Sich lippis ben unclene to plese

 woste, E. 3 bire bem ro leeve preyer of lippis, sip pey bigilen many, E.

213

Evil conse-
quences of un-
wise bequests
to plous uses.

Prayers offered
by unclean lips.




214

WYCLIF'S

. God bi per preier. For Crist seip to Ysaye, Pis puple worshipip

The same sub-
ject continued,

me bi lippis, but per herte is fer fro me, Her lippis passen in
malis beris lippis or oper bestis; for, as anentis gloterie®, pei
gederen ofte fatte gobettis, and as anentis lecherie, pei synnen
ofte in unclene kissingiss. Pese sevene shulden preestis penke

on, and kepe her lippis in clene speche; and pan shulden per
. preieris profite, bope to quyke men and dede.

ANOpPER GOSPEL AT MASSE AT IS SEID FOR bE DEEDE.

[SERMON CCXXXVIIL]

Qui’ verbum meum audit—Jonx v. [34.]

Mex shulden knowe pis treupe in makynge of per testament,
pat pe leste nedeful werk pat pei don her in per persone is more
medeful to hem pan al pat her seketours® done, and oper men
pat preien for hem, be it nevere so costli. For bi ech sich
medeful werk may a man disserve blis; but bi sich werkes,
whanne a man is deed, he hap but remissioun of peyne or
sunner comynge to blis, and pis is myche lesse pan pe toper.
And herfore seide Crist in pe gospel, pat men lyvynge shulden
sue him, and lete pe dede men birie pe dede; for mede pat pe
Chirche on lyve doip, wole God departe for dede men after pei
han made hem worpi here. And pus in sich dede preier ben
many men bigilid. Penke we on Cristis testament, and shape
we oure deep after his, for he diede in moost charite, and shape
we us to die in sum® Oper ben goodis of pe world, and bisie we
us not panne aboute hem, but bisie we us panne in love of
God and tristful sorewe for oure synnes, for no tyme pat man
hap here were worse to him to be distract. And pus sich
makyng of testamentis is often a boon to many synnes; for
bishopis and erchedekenes and per clerkis synnen ofte here.
Pe secutowrs synnen also by yvel dispending of pes goodis;

L glotonye, E. * sectours, B ; secatours, Q. 3 to dyye so, E.

» Compare the account in Chaucer’s Sompnoures Tale of the affectionate
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and bi occasioun of pes two errours many oper men ben
discrasid.

And herfore it semep moost sikir to lyve pus evene wip pe
world, pat man leve no worldly goodis pat wipdrawip? his wille
fro God; but as pe soule goip fro pe bodi, so his wille go fro pe
world, and be set hoolli in God, and al oper bisynesse be left.
Triste not in freris but in God for goode werkes pat pou doist.
For pou maist se per coveitise bi per lif pat pei leden; pei han
not purchasid hem baptym ne oper leveful® sacramentis, but
schriftis and sepulturis, and certis for devocioun of muc. And
sip hoolynesse of man makip holy place, and not agen, and sich
acurside apostataas pat loven more muc pan men ben moost
cursid ypocritis, pat place is enterditid of God, and to be biried
in sich a place doip no good to pe soule. For herbi pei feden
ypocritis, to pe greet harm of pe Chirche. And pus men
shulden triste in God, and leeve oper wordis pat now ben
feyned; for he pat heerip wordis of Crist shal have Lif wipouten
eende. Loke men whanne pei dien pat al per love be fro pes
goodis, and pat pei ben discretly departid where pei mai moost
profite. For he pat biquetip® to his frend ony sich good, for
oper cause pan for worship of God and profit of holi Chirche,
failip in charite; and pis is not good now; for pis defaute in
charite, for pe oure of mannis deep, is moost out of sesoun, for it
makip & man dampned.

p1s GOSPEL IS SEID AT bE MASSE FOR WEDDINGIS,

[SERMON CCXXXIX.]

Accesserunt ad Jesum~—~MATHEW xix. [37.]

P1s gospel tellip of matrimonie, how man and his wyf shulen
love togidere. Matheu fellip pat Scribis and Pharisess camen o
Jesus, and temptiden him, and seiden ; Wher it be leveful to a man
to leeve his wyf for ony cause ? Crist answeride, and seide o hem,

1 wipdrawen, Q. % leene, Q ; lene, E 3 biquepih, E. Q
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Wher 3¢ han not red pat he pat made hem at pe bigynnynge, male
and female ke made hem 7 For God made hem in pis kynde to
love, and pus brynge forp fruyt. And so per ben pree goodis in
pis oon sacrament, feip, children, and chastite. For pei shulden
love togidere, and love per children, wip chastite. Pe man
shulde holde him to pe womman, and pe womman hir to him,
and 3if oper of pes faile, pe toper, stonding clene, mai leeve pe
bedde. And Crist seide 1o pes men, Herfore shal a man leve fadir
and modir, and skal drawe to his wyf, and pei shulen be two in oo
fleish.  And so pei ben not fiwo now, bui oo fleish.

And bi pes wordis wolde Crist meene pat moore oonhede
shulde be bitwixe a man and his wyf pan bitwixe oper men.
Ech man wip his broper is oo fleish, as o bodily kynde, and
a man is maad oon wip an hoore on oper maner, but pis
sacramental oonhede passip pis in many maneres, for pis oon-
hede shal laste in hevene, but not bi sich fleishly knowing.
And as preestis shulden preche pees, so pei shulden move to }is
love; but as pei forzetun pees, so pei forzetun to move herto.
For unkynde braunchis pat spryngen up doon harm to pe
tree.

And here men shulden penken upon to do worship to pe
gospel, for it is Goddis owne word, and so worshipe God in it.
Wel we witen pat a lordis word is myche chargid» for his
worship, and word of kyng or emperour is more chargid for his
hysenesse. And sip Crist is heier many weies, bope in witt and
in worship, charge his wordis for reward, sip pis lord is greet
and witt, And pis movep many men to hate alle oper wordis
i for Cristis, and saveren hem lasse, but 3if pei ben groundid
in wordis of pe gospel. And pus men ben to blame pat docken
wordis of God, and pat avoutren Goddis word, as Poul pleynep
on many men. Pes men docken Goddis word, pat takun a word
of pe gospel, and aftirward reducen per fablis, bi rymes or oper
fals witt. And certis pis is a foul synne, for pus Goddis sentence
is hid, and mannis liking is prechid; but wo worpe him pat pus
doip! What resoun shulde move freris to large per clopis and
docke pe gospel? Certis, bi vertue of pe gospel, men kissen

» To charge means here, as in many other places, ‘to hold important,’
“to value highly .’
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bope bokes and wallis, but sich reverence pei don not to frere?
clopis, but 3if pei ben woode. And so penke we on pis ende,
pat bis gospel tellip last.  Dat ping pat God hap joyned shulde not
@ man departe. And pus, sip God joyned pis witt to wordis pat
pe gospel spekip, men shulden not departe pis witt, and put an
hoore witt perfore. For panne pei avoutren falsely Goddis
word, as Poul spekip®.

* freris, E.

* The concluding rubrick in MS. A is as follows :—

Here enden pe Ferial Gospels of al e 3eer wip commemoraciouns,
and bigynnen be Sonedai Pistlis,
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[THE Sermons which follow, 55 in number, are, with two exceptions,
upon the epistles (or lessons) for the Sundays throughout the year, accord-
ing to the Sarum use., The exceptions are, the sermon on the lesson for
the first mass on Christmas Day (Sermon V), and that on the epistle for
the Sixth day after Christmas. Sermons on the gaspels for these two days
have been already printed under the head of ‘Proprium Sanctorum,’ (see
vol. i., pp. 316 and 332). The difference in number between these that
follow, and the 54 Sunday gospel sermons, arises from the fact of the last
named set not containing discourses for Christmas Day and the Sixth day
after, while, on the other hand, the epistle set has no sermon for the octave
of the Epiphany. Throughout the series the writer follows the Sarum use.
‘With this use the order of epistles in the English Prayer-book, as well as
in the Roman missal, nearly agrees; where there is a divergence, it is
pointed out at the beginning of each sermon.]



EPISTOLAE DOMINICALES.

PE FIRSTE SONEDAI PISTLE IN ADVENT BIFORE CHRISTEMASSE.

[SERMON 1I.]

Scientes quia hora est.—RoMANS xiii, [11.]

WE taken as bileve pat epistlis of apostlis ben gospelis of
Crist, for he spak hem alle in hem, and Crist mai not erre.
And alle pe gospelis speken good tipingis of joie of pe blisse
of hevene. And aljif pe Holi Goost spekip ech word of holy
writt, nepeles Crist spake in Poul more plentenousely and
sutilli. And pis movep sum men to telle in Englishe Poulis
pistelis, for sum men may betere wite herbi what God menep
bi Poul.

Pis pistle of Poul tellip, how pat men shulden bigge per tyme.
For aljif God 3yve freely tyme, as ligt and oper jiftes of kynde,
nepeles by synne of man tyme is lost to come to hevene; and
not oonly bi synne of Adam, but bi synne of ech man pat wole
not, in vertue of Crist, bigge pe tyme pat Crist 3yvep for to
wynne pe blis of hevene. And pis marchandize shulde ech
man do—specialy for pis cause; for pe daies for synne ben
yvel, and maken many to lese per tyme, Poul bigynnep to stire
pus to take hede to Goddis tyme, and to lese not pis tyme,
leevynge to disserve blisse. Breperen, we shulen be witynge pat
our is now us fo rise fro sleep, for now is oure helpe nere pan it
was whanne we bileveden. Eche man coveitip kyndely to have
blis pat God hap ordeyned to mankynde to reste inne, but
many men contrarien hem silf, for pei coveiten comunli to have
pis blisse, but per lust and fleishli witt letten hem to wynne pis
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blis, and bryngen resoun asleepe, and maken men to contrarien
hem silf. For ech man shulde first coveite his beter, and flee
his yvel, and so a man shulde more wille blisse pan ony sen-
sible lif here. And pis takip Poul as bileve, whanne he biddip
men rise fro slepe. And Poul menep bi pis sleep synne pat
foolis lyven ynne. For rijt as a man, whanne he slepip, wantip
witt to kepe him, and is nere dede pan a best, so it is of synne-
ful men. For what dede ever he doip, it lettip panne to dis-
serve blis, and disposip him to pe peyne of helle, pat is wers
pan beestis dep. And for men shulden rise on morewe, and
do per werkes aftir resoun, and men have now litil tyme to
regarde of olde fadirs, perfore seip Poul here pat our is now
to rise fro sleep. An our is a litil tyme, and sunne of rijtwis-
nesse is uppe.

Pe secounde word pat Poul seip stirep to pe witt of pe former
word, whanne he seip pat now is oure helpe more nyze pan
whanne we bileveden. It is knowun bi kyndely skill pat pe
pingis pat moven kyndely, moven faster toward pe eende. And
it is also knowen bi skile, pat as tyme passip to men, so it
come)p nyze domesday, whanne men shulen have fulli her helpe.
For al if Crist be mennes helpe, 3it he makip not helpe in man,
"but as resoun of tyme axip; and herfore to pe day of dome
shal not al Cristis Chirche be in ful helpe, ne slepe in blis wip
her spouse. To pis entent spekip Poul, in pe persone of al
holy Chirche, pat now, whanne tyme is passid to bileve pat pe
Incarnacioun is to come, but pat pe Incarnacioun is passid, as
pe Chirche seep ascencioun, it mut nedis now be nere to pe ful
helpe of pe Chirche pan it was bifore tyme, whanne pe Chirche
oonly bilevede. For now pe Chirche passip bileve of pe Incar-
nacioun of Crist, sip it wote wele in heven pat Crist hap longe
be pere man. And pis shulde move Cristene men to disserve
hastely blisse, sip pei ben neer pe eende pat pei coveiten kyndeli.

And to pis witt spekip Poul aftir. Pe a3z, he seip, hap gon
bifore, and certis pe day shal come nyse ; and perfore caste we
| away pe werkes of derknessis, and be we clopid wip armes of li3t.
| Walke we honestly as in pe day. Here men undirstonden ofte
| bi pis nyjt pe nyst of synne. For as angelis weren not con-
' fermed, but ever stoden in nyst of grace, so mankynde, sip it
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was made, stood sum wey in ny3t of synne, til pat Crist was
maad man; and he is sunne of rijtwisnesse, and he mai not
falle to synne, sip he is rijtwisnes him silf. And herfore seien
grete men, pat Moises in boke of Genesis was moved bi God
to seie pus, pat even and morewen was maad o day; and bi
pis ordre of pes wordis God techip how synne wente bifore.
But be we ware and trowe we not pat God himsilf made synne,
but bope in angel and in man was a maner of derknesse, bifore
pat God confermede hem; and pis confermynge was bi his
Sone. And after pe first tyme of pe worlde, Adam and Eve
synneden, and not in pe first tyme, in etyng of pe forfendid
appul. But 3it, bifore God confermede hem, pei hadden derk-
nesse of even, and wantyng of Goddis grace, pat came whan
pei weren confermed. And bus, aljif Adam was confermed
as soone as he was made of God, for Goddis ordenaunce was
panne upon him pat he shulde panne come to blis, nepeles
Adam was kyndely, bifore pat he was confermed of God.
Dis day pat shal come after is undirstonden pe day of dome.
But sum men penken more sutilli, pat pis day is day of ordre
bitwixe pe kynde pat man hadde first, and grace pat he hap
of Crist, and to pis witt spekip Poul. And sip pis ordre is
reversid by grace of Crist, pat first is lijt, and sipen shynep upon
kyndely even, we shulden caste awey werkes pat ben of derknes
of synne, and first in pis goostli gendrure be clopid wip armes
of pe first list. And pus divisioun in mannis kynde, and
priorite in list of grace, ben tolde here bi wordis of Poul, whanne
he clepip werkes of derknes, but singularly armes of lista. And
pus in pis hevenly gendrure shulden we wandre in day of grace,
and fle derkenes of synne, for ellis we kepen not Cristis ordre.
It is knowen to expert men, pat man shamep kyndely to
do many synnes in ligt pat he wolde do in derknes, as ben
leccherie and pefte, and many oper suche synnes, pat man doip
in derknes of ny3t and shamep of hem in ligt of day. And
herfore Poul biddip men walke honestly as in day, pat men
shulden kepe hem silf in grace bi goode werkes, and flee synne;
for ydilnesse in good werkes stirep many men to synne. And
herfore Poul biddip us walke, and not stonde ne ligge in pis

* The words in the Vulgate are tenebrarum and lucis.
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wey.  And it Poul specifiep more of sixe synnes pat men don,
Duwelle we not in of?e etyngis, and drumkenessis pat suen after,
Many men have a maner to ete ofte for to drinke, and pis mete
is an ale spore to stire hem for to drinke; and sich ofte etingis
of men ben clepid commessaciouns®. And ofte, after sich
etingis, suep drunkenesse in men.

But, for men in pis Iyf reversen pe ordre of God, perfore
in pis seconde joke Poul rekenep synnes pat comen bifore.
Siche men pat synnen pus liggen ofte to longe in per beddis,
and so pei have unchastnes in poust, in word, and in dede.
And herfore seip Poul after, pat we shulden nof reste tn beddss, ne
in unchastile pat suep ofte aftir pis reste. For many ben temptid
of fleishly synnes bi sich couchyng in per beddis; and 3if pei
rysen and wakeden bifore, pei shulden fie sich unchastite. And
herfore many men usen wel to come not in bedde wip sheetis,
but be hilid above pe bedde, and rise anoon whan pei ben
temptid; and pis semep Poul to teche, more pan to rise at
mydnyst. .

Pe pridde 30k pat Poul forfendip, is chiding and emvie. For
pes foure sisters bifore bryngen in ligthi pes two ; for ydilnesse in
pis lyf makip men to stryve after; and for strif, wip yvele wordis,
ben men groundid in long envie.

But medecyne for alle siche synne is, to be clopid in Jesus
Crist. And pat man is clopid in Crist pat hap freish mynde of
his lyf, and clopip his wille to sue him, lest his soule be cold
in love. And }is were a general medecine to fle synne and
sue vertues; for no man mai synne in pes, but in defaute of
cloping of Crist. And for pis al Cristene men han nede to
knowe bileve of pe gospel, and so to knowe pe liif of Crist,
and pe wisdom of his wordis. And so Cristene men shulden
wite pat Poulis wordis passen opere writingis in two pingis—
pei ben pure, sutil, and plentenous to preche pe puple. Pe
sutilte of Poulis wordis may make me and foolis to shame,
whanne we cunnen not undirstonde sutilte of his short wordis,
Pei ben also plentenous; for ech treupe pat Poul spekip is
knyttid wip ech point of bileve, and so after specheof oon may
come speche of anoper, after pat it profitip to pe heerers. As

* Comessationes, banquetings.
WYCLIF.
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pe laste word of pis epistle biddip us be clopid wip Jesus Crist;
and sip pis is goostly cloping, in whiche mannys soule shulde
be clopid, al pe vertues of Jesus Crist may fittingly be brougt
hereynne. And sip al vertues ben his, al vertues may here be
taugt.  And vices pat ben contrarie to vertues may be declarid,
to flee hem ; as men pat taken privat sectis, or putten not Cristis
sect alone, sip pis cloip bi it silfe wolde suffice, ffailen of pe
cloip of charite. And so it is to drede to hem, pat in tyme of
pe laste soper pei shulen be dombe, for defaut pat pei have in
bryde eloip. Pei shulen not be clopid in wolen and lynen, ne
putte sect of Crist binepe, but putte pis lordis cloip above, and
charge hem not wip oper clopis,—sip Crist biddip men of his
suyt pat pei shulden not have two cootis.

PE SECUNDE SONDAI PISTLE IN ADVENT.

[SERMON II.]

Quecumgue scripta suni—ROMANS xv. [4.]

P1s epistle of Poule techip how men shulden clope per soule
in bileve, hope and charite, and panne pei ben clopid in Crist.
Poul bigynne}p at bileve, and seip, pat alle pingis pat ben writun
in oper of Goddis lawes den writun for oure lore. For po
pingis ben bileve pat men shulden cunne bifore oper. We
speken not of enke and parchemyn, but of pe sentence pat God
seip; and bi pe seiynge of pis Lord we ben sikir pat it is sop;
as, whanne a symple man seip a treupe, we trowen it not for
he seip it,—sip he mai gabbe, and many pingis mai be un-
knowen to pis man,—but Crist is man of greet witnesse, pat
mai not faile in nouper of pes. And so his speche makip treupe
to be bileve to Cristene men. 3it men taken more largely pes
wordis pat Poul spekip here; for alle maner treupis, pat ben
writun in ony boke, it alle pes treupis ben writun in Goddis
lawe on sum maner; as treupis pat ben more nedeful ben
writun pere more expresly, and treupis not so nedeful ben hid
pere in comoun wordis. And sip falshede, as Austin seip?,

* See the second book of St. Austin’s Soliloquies, chapters iv.—x.
SERMONS, VOL. IL, Q
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is trewe in a maner, al falshed or heresie is writun in Goddis
lawe, and so many travelen in veyn to witen how heritikes
shulden be knowen. But shortly, al pis falshede pat is un-
groundid in Goddis lawe is heresie in a maner; and al heresie
is siche. And so many men wenen pat al pes newe sectis
broust in, sip pei ben not groundid in pis lawe, smatchen sum-
what of heresie. And perfore Cristene men shulden penke
shame to clope hem above wip raggis, and foule pe worpi suyt
of Crist, as done al pes newe ordres.

Poul tellip after for what cause God hap ordeyned bes pingis
be writen, pal we have hope by paciens, and bi confort of pes
writyngis. But Poul passip over pes two vertues, and praiep
after charite; pat God of pacience and of solace 3yve Jou fo kunne
pe same ping among 3ou, ech to oper, b pe lore of Jesus Crist;
pat 3¢ be of oo wille, and wip o moup worshipe God, pe which
God is fadir of oure Lord Jesus Crist. Poul clepip God of
pacience, and of solace pat comep after, for Crist tauste men
to suffre bope in word and in dede, and putte hem in hope
perfore to be solasid of God. For greet vertu is in pat man
pat castip him to suffre, and kepip veniaunce to God, and hopip
pat God for pis pacience wole conforte him. And herfore he
is God of pacience and solace. And hereon many penken to
litil, pat fisten and pleden and casten weies how pei shulden
be here vengid, as 3if God knewe not per wrongis. And so
Goddis lawe undirstondip bi pis same ping unite, whanne men
mekely knowen o Lord, and putten alle wrongis in his wille.
And men pat slepen in pis ping resten surely in pees; and pis
unite shulden men have bi pe lore of Jesus Crist, and panne
shulden pei be of o wille, and wip o moup herie God. Pes
men have o moup, pat preien God for pees and love, and what-
ever pei speken or don it sounnep in to pees and charite. And
pis lessoun is pinne to day, for men speken of werris and
stryves, and how pei shulden vencushe per enemyes, bope
religiouse and oper. And certis pei have many moupis pat
ben amys sett upon; and siche fendis wip per visers maken
men to flee pees; and pes men worshipen not Crist, neiper
in his godhede ne in his manheed. For Crist pouste pees and
love, and suffride perfore in his manheed ; and he pat reversip
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Crist in pis is Sathanas ajens Cristis Chirche. And bi his
oonheed told here men worshipen pe Trinite; and bi discord
of many moupis pes foolis figten azens God.

And for pis good of unite spekip Poul pus after: And herfore | ana e made
take 3¢ fogider ech oper in charite, as Crist hap taken 30u in fo | ity
worsipe of God; for Crist hap made us Goddis children and
breperen to him silf, and pis is pe moost worship pat mai falle
to ony man. It is holden a greet worship to be a kingis sone
and his eire, but it is myche more worship to be Goddis sone
and his broper. And here penken many men, pat pes newe
ordres taken not per breperen bi pis forme pat Crist toke us,
but pei breken charite, and maken pat discord of hem makip
discord in good love. For noo drede licknesse of breperen
causip love among hem, and unliknesse is cause of discord and
hate of hem. And in token of pis sentence, on ordre lovep
betere his broper pan a man of anoper ordre, alsif he be betere
loved of God. And pus pei have many moupis to preie and
to preche wip, for summe preien for per breperen, and accepten
per persone bifore God; sum men prechen for money, and
sum for oper worldis good. And so oonheed of moup shulde
make acord in holy Chirche, but now diversite of moupis makip
discord among men.

But pis doublenesse was not in Crist, sip he traveilid for | ror chistis
oonhede. And herfore seip Poul aftir; Certis ¥ sete, pat Jesus | ke ofthe
Crisi was ministre of circumcisioun for pe treupe of God, fo con- | ™ i
Serme bihestis pal weren maad lo fadris. Jesus, to gete pis
oonhede, toke on him circumcisioun; and so he was mynystre
of pis kynrede, to make oonhede among fadris. God bihist
to Abraham pat in his seed he shulde blesse al maner of folk,
bope kynde of Jewes, and hepene men. And for pis oonheede
suffride Crist, and wrougte in soule bi his godhede; and pis
is pe treupe of God, for God is sovereynli oon. And so Poul
seip, pat Gentile folk shulden homour God wip oo moup, sip pis
fadir hap doon hem mercy, and knyttid hem in broperhed wip
Crist. And to pis aleggip Poul foure writingis in Goddis lawe.
David seip in pe persone of Crist, Fadir, for pou lovest acord,
perfore ¥ shal knowelicke fo pee in dyverse maner of hepene men,
and ¥ shal synge fo pi mame. For men pat ben of oo wille
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singen in God }is unite. And efte seip pe same lawe of God,
Be 3¢ hepene men glade, for 3e ben oon wip his puple. And efte
seip pis same lawe, 3¢ alle hepene men, herie pe Lord, and alle
puplis preisen 3¢ him ; for al maner of men of mankynde shulde
be oonheed in oo Lord. And Fsay seip efte some, Per skal be
a role of Jesse, pat shal rise fo reule hepene men, and hepene men
shal hope in him. Pis rote of Jesse is Jesus Crist; for he was
hidde bifore Jesse, and after he sprong to Cristene puple, and
made o chirche of Jewis and hepen folk.

And to pis entent Poul preiep, pat ke pat is God of hope fille
3ou wip alle joie and pees in bilepyng, pal 3¢ be plentenouse tn hope,
and vertue of pe Holy Goost. And pis vertue is charite; sip
pis Goost is love of God. And pus preien men now, pat holy
Chirche be maad oon, and pes sectis be al left, but pe secte of
Jesus Crist. For we have hope in God pat we shulden alle
come to hevene, and wipouten siche sectis lyve al in oo sect,
and ech on have joie of oper, wipouten envie and discord.
And to pis joie wolde dispose oonhede in Cristis secte; for
Crist ordeynede pis o sect, to brynge to pis ful conhede. And
no drede pe fend hap castid pis diversite in sectis; for if it were
good, it hadde ground of scripture of God; but pis spekip of
oonhede, and algatis of oonhede in soule. Pre partis ben in
pe Chirche, prestis and lordis and comouns; and God hap
ordeyned al pes pree to helpe ech opir to gendre love, and noon
of hem to be superflu, but do per office pat God ha}p ordeyned.
But pis diversite of pes sectis is comen in wipoute cause, and
pus it makip discord of men for wanting of good office.

e pRIDDE SoNDAl PISTLE IN ADVENT.

[SERMON IIL]

Sic nos existimet homo.—1 CoRr. iv. [1] 8,
Pour tellip in pis epistle how men shulden mekely flee
worldis stryves; and biddip first, bi oure life pas man have

» The same in the Prayer-book; and that for the next Sunday change
in the Roman missal this epistle places.
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mater to gesse us as mynysiris of God, and dispensers of his
servises. And alzif ech Cristene man shulde be founden trewe
in pis, 3it preestis bope more and lesse shulden here be more
trewe, and synne of failing of preestis in pis service is more
foule. As, 3if pe pope and his bishopis shamen to be Cristis
servantis, and in per maner of lyvyng pei shewen an emperours
liif and lordly to pe world, sip pat Crist hatide pis, pei 3yven no
mater to gesse hem to be mynystris of Crist, and so pei failen in
pe first word of pis bileve pat Poul techip. Lord, what good doip
pis gabbing, pat pe pope wole be clepid ‘moost hooly fadir’
here, and bishop ‘moost reverent’ man! Sip per lif discordip
fro Crist, pei shewen in takyng of pis name pat pei ben on pe
fendis side, children of pe fadir of lesingis. For 3if he sep, after
Gregori, pat he is servaunt of Goddis servauntis, 3it his lLif
reversip his name, for he failip to sue Crist, sip he is not dis-
pensoure of service pat God hap beden, but he partip pe
lordship pat pe emperour hap sovun. And so al services
of pe Chirche pat Crist hap lymytid to his preestis, ben turned
to pe contrarie side, and so to pe service of pe fend; so pat if
men taken hede to pe service of pe Chirche pat Crist hap
lymytid, it is al turned up so doun, and ypocritis ben maad
rehetours, so pat unnepe is left ony service of Cristis Chirche.
And so bi pe service of men ben pei chaungid into oper kynde,
sip pei ben Anticristis mynystris, and serven in anoper Chirche.
For, as pe gospel of Joon tellip, Baptist held him in treupe, and
preiside him not in fals name, as many prelatis don to-day.
And sich ben pe fendis servauntis and dispensours of his
tresoure, pat is feyned falshede, as pe kyng of pride hap taust
hem.

But napeles, as Poul seip, Aere in pis Liif wolden men axe pat
a man be found trewe amongis dispensours of an house. For pis
stiward, among servauntis, may do myche harm to pe house.
And it semep to many men pat pe service of Cristis house is
turned amys up so doun in changing into fals mynystris. And,
for suche dispensours ben ofte jugid of pe house, for pei wolde
fare more likyngli, perfore seip Poul after, 70 me if is for pe kst
Ping pat ¥ be jugid of sou, or ellis of mannis day ; but ¥ tuge not
mysilf, pat Y serve treuly pe Lord, and mynystre to his ser-
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vauntis as he wole; for alyif ¥ have no conscience pat Y do agens
Goddis wille, 3it it suep not hereof pat ¥ am just bifore God,
but ke pat jugip me, seip Poul, ke is Lord of alle pingis. For
Lord, seid bi himsilf, menep Lord of alle lordis, And pus
shulden men not be martrid for blynde jugement of men, for
God mut juge al men, oper to good or to yvel. And herfore
takip Poul litil heede to jugement pat man jugip, for he wote
wel of bileve, pat 3if God jugip pus, panne pis jugement mut
stonde, and ellis not, but Goddis jugement. And pus per ben
two daies,—day of pe Lord, and mannis day. Day of pe Lord
is pe day of dome, whan he shal juge al maner men; day of
man is pan here, whanne man jugip bi mannis lawe; and pis
jugement mut be reversid 3if it oust reverse resoun. But at pe
laste day of dome al shal stonde to Goddis jugement ; and pus
pis is day of pe Lord, for al shal be panne as he wole; and pis
jugement shal not be contraried, for noping may reverse it.

And herfore seip Poul pus here, And so nyle 3¢ juge bifore
tyme, til pat tyme pat pe Lord come, pe whick shal I3t pe hidde
pingts of derknessts, and shal make knowe pe conceilis of hertis ;
and panne shal preising be done in dede fo ech good man of God.
And 3if at pe day of dome pes two pingis shulen be opyn,~—pe
lest purpos pat man hap to do asens Goddis lawe, and pe lest
conseil of his herte pat he hap, to do wel or yvel,—what ping
shulde be hid panne to God and al his flok? Bokes shulen ben
opened panne, and men shulen knowe per owne dedis, bope
good men and yvel. But good men shulen knowe al ping, for
pei shulen se in pe book of liif al ping pat was or is. And pis
movep many men to penke upon Goddis lawe bope nyjt and
day, for pat disposip to knowe what is Goddis wille; and
wipouten knowing herof shulde a man do noping.

And pis movep many men to flee mannis jugement, bope to
be juge and witnesse, and to plete in pis market; for pis maner
of jugement suep to litil Goddis wille. And 3if it sue ony tyme,
it fallip as a blynd man castip his staf; for 3if man have rijt to
ping, pat rizt comep of God to him, and God jugip pat he is
worpi to have pis ping bi his dome. But what juge in mannis
plee can knowe pis worpinesse? And herfore God forefendip
pis strif ; for bope pe juge and his consentours done here agens
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jugement of God. And pus per ben two wickide lawes;—lawe
of seculer® jugis; but worse is pe lawe pat is maad of Anti-
crist. And in pes two plees of men is myche synne agens God.
Poul chargide not pes jugementis; but pe troupe of holy writ,
pat is wille of pe first juge, was ynows til domesday, to have
pe laste juge panne in dede. And pus shulde stiwardis of pe
Chirche juge not nakydly bi per wille, but sikerly aftir Goddis
lawe, in ping pat pei ben certeyn of. And sip popis and
cardinalis witen not wher pis man be able to be prelat of Cristis
Chirche, pei taken ofte fole jugementis, and alzatis 3if lordship
and wynnyng be cause herof; for pei wite nere wher pei juge
agens pe jugement of God; and 3if pei done, pei ben Anticristis,
for Crist and God is al oon.

And herfore Crist 3af ensample to us to fle siche jugementis,
O man, seip Crist, who made me juge and partere among 3ou?
And sich lawes and jugementis pat Anticrist hap brougt in, and
put bihinde Goddis lawe, marren to myche Cristis Chirche.
For Anticristis lawes ben reulis to pe stirward of pe Chirche, to
make officers perinne, and to deme lewid men. Anticrist
chalengip here to be fulli Goddis felowe; for he seip, if he jugip
pus, his wille shulde be taken for resoun; and pis is pe moste
hye point pat fallip to God in his godhede. And herfore bope
popis and kyngis shulden seke resoun above per wille. For
sich blasfemye bryngip men ofte above pe pride of Lucifer. He
seide pat he shulde stey up and be like to pe heiest Lord, but he
chalengide not to be Goddis felowe, and evene wip him or
passe him. God bringe doun pis fendis pryde, and helpe pat
Goddis word renne, for Y wote wel pat pis smoke shal be wastid,
whanne it is heirest. And so, 3if we taken hede to popis and
prelatis pat ben now, pei failen foule in bileve; for it stretchip
not to domesday, but restip jugement of per day; but domesday
is point of bileve, And pus pei failen as beestis in pingis pat
ben bifore hem now, for smoke of pryde and coveitise lettip
sizt of per bileve.

a The sense requires the insertion of the words ¢ and law of ecclesiastical.’
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b FOURPE SoNDAI PISTLE IN ADVENT.

[SERMON 1V.]

Gaudete tn domino semper —PHIL. iv. [4.]

Christians are P1s epistle of Poul tellip fyve maners pat a man shulde have,
ey s wip pre vertues of God; and wip pes shulde he lyve for to come
to blisse of hevene. Pe first maner pat God biddip is to be
joyful and glade, and herfore bigynnep Poul, and seip pus to
Cristene men ; Jote 3¢ in pe Lord evere more ; 31t ¥ sete, jote 3e.
And wipoute pis maner of lyf Cristen man failip alzatis in bileve,
in hope, and charite. e ground of joie pat man shulde have
shulde stonde clenly in his God, and pis joie shulde evermore
be here in parte, and in hevene fulli For what man may
have pes pree, bileve, hope, and charite, but 3if he penke on
Goddis goodnesse, and bi pis have joie perof? And pus he
failip in bileve pat wantip pis joie in God. And who hopip to
come to blisse, pat feip tellip is in heven, but 3if he joie in
pis hope pat he hap of pis blis? Or who lovep God bi charite,
but 3if he joie in Goddis heynesse? And sip ech man shulde
have pes pre, opir in rote or in fruyte, ech man shulde ever joie
in God pat is Lord of alle. And j3if pis poust, or pis joie, sleepe
in man for a while, 3it it shulde ever be, and quykene his
spiritis to Godward. For noping shulde quenche pis joie, but
tribulacioun of man; but where is panne hope of reward, in
him pat perfore joiep not? A worldli man hap myche joie of
hope of his victorie, of wynnyng of worldly goodis, or fleishly
lustis pat he coveitip; and sip men shulden have more hope to
have evermore blisse in hevene, how shulde not a man have joie
in stablenesse of pis hope? Certis, defaute of hevenli hope
makip pis joie in man to faile. Lord, how traveilen men in
. werre gladly for hope of victory; how traveilen men in mar-
chandize for jo[ileful hope of worldly wynnynge; and how
joiefulli traveilen men pat ben ledde here in fleishli love! And
sip pis hope shulde be more in blisse pat man shulde have, what
man shulde not ay have joie, and pis joie shulde be in God?
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Of pis joie shulde come anoper pat man shulde have in
disservynge of pis joie; as we mai se bi ferper ensaumplis, how
wilfulli and joifulli man traveilip for a worldli cause, as ben
worldli victory, worldli richessis, or fleishli lust. And certis pis
is a veyn cause,—short, and bryngip no man to reste. And for
pis joie of traveile for blisse, Poul biddip us 3it have joie.

Pe secounde maner pat man shulde have, is sadde maner and

knowun fo men ; and to move men to pis maner, Poul seip pat | ©

pe Lord is ny3.  Poul movep not here to joie, as joien unstable
men in gegilotis, but to sadde joiyng in God, and suffre for him
wip glade chere; so pat it fallip not to men to wepe for suffring
for God, but pat alle maner men myjten knowe how his
knyjstis suffren gladly for him, And pus seip Matheu, by Ysaie,
pat pe Holy Goost seip of Crist, pat he shulde not stryve ne
crye, and no man in pe strete shal heere his vois. For in alle
pe passioun pat Crist suffride, he failide not in sadde chere.
He cryede not out for his peyne, and so suffriden hise after
hym. And to move men to pis glade chere, Poul seip, pat pe
Lord is nyje. Cristen men taken as bileve, pat Crist is Lord
and spouse of pe Chirche; and pat tyme til pe day of dome is
ny3e to regard. But wel we witen pat a wyf, whanne she shal
soone mete wip hir housebonde, she gladip her herte and hir
chere, in hope to be confortid of him. Whi shulden not
Cristen soulis do so, whan pei hopen per Spouse is nyze?

Pe pridde tyme Poul biddip pat, we skulde not be biste. DPes
men ben bisie for nost, pat ben bisie for vanite. And perfore, as
Petir biddip, we shulden cast al oure bisynesse in God. For
noping batip more mennis contynaunce, for pe plesyng to God,
pan bisynes aboute worldli pingis, for suche casten doun per
heed fro God.

But Poul biddip pe fourpe tyme, pat we shulden rere up oure
heedis, and axe boldli of oure Lord in pe name of pe Trinite;—
tn al maner preier in pe name of pe Fadir of hevene; and a/
maner specral preier in pe name of God pe Sone ; and tn al maner
of pankingis in pe name of pe Holy Goost. For God biddip us in
Lukes gospel, pat bifore pe day of dome we shulden reise up
oure heedis, for oure ful bigging is nyje. And pus, what
Cristene man hap good herte, his axing is knowun bifore God,
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sip ech ping seip to God treuly, as pat ping is. And pus
preiede Moises wel wip good herte for his folk.

Pe fyvepe maner pat man shulde have, for pes foure maneres
bifore, shulde come of God, bi his pees pat shulde kepe oure willis
and undirstonding?s, and jyve us hertely lastyng in pes fyve
maners to oure Spouse. For no servise is crowned to blisse
but 3if pis lastyng be perwip. And pus seip Poul, pat Goddis
pees passip al maner of witt; for he pat hap his pees pus tryed is
syker ynowy of al his enemyes. And al pis ping is done bi
mene of Jesus oure alper Lord. Here it were for to speke of joie
pat men han in blisse, And aljif Poul, pat was ravishid, seip
pat pis joie is hid, so pat neiper ize hap seyn it, ne eere hap herd
it, ne it hap styed up into herte of man in erpe,~—j3it by glymer-
yng of Goddis grace may men knowe }is joie afer. Austin sep,
pat he is blessed pat hap al ping pat he wole, and he wole noon
yvel ping #; and pis joie have men in hevene, Penke what state
were good to pee, and what ping pi wille wole coveite, and pat
ping han seyntis in hevene in pe best maner for hem. For ellis
men weren not fulli medid, pat sugetten here per willis to Goddis,
but 3if he 3af hem al per wille and ledde per resoun aftir his;
for ellis pis wanting were harmful, and man were not fulli
blissid.

And pus men seien pat two blessis ben,—blesse of be soule
and blisse of pe bodi. And of bodili blisse is first for to speke,
as blaborers may take here. It is seid comounly, how Crist
hap dowid his spousis body wip foure doweris of pe bodi, and
perinne stondip myche joie. Pe first dower is sutilte; pe
secounde is agilite; pe pridde dowere is clerete; and pe fourpe
immortalite. Seintis bodies ben so sotil and so shapen in per
partis, pat pei mai perse oper bodies wipouten lettyng of per
wille. And pus cam Crist out of his modir, and entride efte to
his apostlis, al3if pe 3atis weren shitt, for noping stood panne
azens his wille. Pe second dower of pe body is agilite, or
swiftnesse; so pat as soone as pe blessid soule wolde be ony
where in a place, as soone it movep pe bodi pidir, bi ablete of
pe bodi. And pe first dower of pe bodi helpip to bryng in pis

a 8. Aug. De Trinitate, lib. xiii. §8.  habet omnia quae vult, et nihil vult
‘Beatus igitur non est, nisi qui et  male’
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dower,—and ellis holy men in blisse hadden not al ping pat pei
wolden, but sumtyme pei myjten ellis be taried, and so mourne,
for ping pat hem wantid. Pe pridde dower is clerete, pat mote
nedis be medlid wip ligt, so pat seintis shynen in heven as clere
as pei wolen coveite; and no man pat is pere in blis desirip more
clerete of his bodi. And pus was Crist clarified wip witnesse of
bope his lawes; and pus seip Crist in pe gospel, pat just men
shulen shyne as pe sunne in pe rewme of per fadir. Who wolde
shame of foulnesse, but j3if it were foulnesse of soul? for pat
lettip ofte pis clerenesse. Pe fourpe dower of pe bodi is clepid
immortalite or undedlynesse of man, for he mai never wante
pis blisse. And herfore seip Austin wele, pat pe moost part of
seintis blis is surete pat pei han of per joie, pat pei may nevere
wante per blisses, And after pis hap crafte of God so medlid
mannis partis togidere pat noon contrariep to anoper, ne failip
for contraiouste. For as soulis ben of o wille, so partis of
bodies acorden in entent.

But scorne we here pes heretikes, pat seien pat noping mai
befalle lijter, pan pat ech seint in hevene may be deed and
dampned in helle, and ech body of dampned men may be
Cristis bodi in hevene; and pis unstable bifalling seen seintis in
Goddis wille. But trewe men trowen pat pis is fals; for alle
Goddis wille mut nedis be, and pan blessid men shulen clerely
see pe opyn resoun of Goddis wille, and panne pei shulen
scorne pes foolis pat wenen pat God may chaunge his wille.
But 3it men douten more in pis, how pat seintis shulen move in
hevene, and what tyme shal be panne, sip blisse of seintis shal
ever laste. But here men taken as bileve pat hevene and erpe
shal panne stonde, and so pis day shal not be panne by movyng
of pe sunne and moone, but Crist shal be sunne to seintis, in
whom pei shulen be doubly fedde, bope in soule and in body,
as fulli as pei wolen coveite. And pus, 3if seintis wolen moove
in-heven fro o place to anoper, pei shulen move rizt as pei
wolen, and have what pat pei wolen have, bope in tyme and in
stede. But trewe men penken ynow; to wite generalte of pis
blisse, al3if pei bisien hem no depper of pe willis of seintis in

a De Civ. Dei, lib. xi. cap. 13.
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hevene. And sum men trowen pat God mene)p bi pes tymes
panne in hevene, pat suen not cours of pe sunne, but seintis
willes pat ben in blisse, ¢ Secula Seculorum,” pat ben al oper pan
pes tymes. Of pis joie shulden men penken evere, and joifulli
traveile to gete pis; and panne men fillen pe bileve pat Poul
biddip in pis pistle.

PiSTLE ON CRISTEMASSE DAY.

[SERMON V.]

Puer natus est nobis—I8AYE ix. [6.]2

The Nativity AFTIR pe joie pat Poul tellip we may seie on Cristemasse day,
pat @ litil child is born fo us. For Jesus bi oure bileve is born,
and to pis entent spak God, bope in figure and in lettre, pat a
child is born to us in whom we shulde have pis joie. And so
pre shorte wordis ben to speke of Ysaies speche, so pat men
mai after joie in oper service of pis child.
The necessity First we taken of bileve, pat sip oure first eldris hadden synned,
ment. per muste aseep be maad perfore bi pe rigtwisnesse of God; for as
God is merciful, so he is ful of rigtwisnesse. But how shulde he
juge al pe world, but 3if he kepe here rigtwisnesse? For pe Lord
agens whom pis synne was done is God almysty and al-rigtful,
sip no synne may be done, but 3if it be done azens God. And
evere pe more pe Lord is, agens whom pis synne is done, evere
pe more is pe synne to take rewardD to pis Lord. As it were
a gret synne to do ajens pe kyngis bidding, but pe synne is
more wipouten mesure to do ajens Goddis bidding. But God
bad bi oure bileve Adam to ete not of pat appil, but he brak
Goddis heste, and was not excusid perinne, neiper bi his owne
foly, ne bi Eve, ne bi pe serpent. And pus bi rijtwisnesse -of
God pis synne muste algatis be punishid. And it is a lijt word

s In the Prayer-book this passage tions of it are embodied in two
of scripture appears as the first les-  introits.
son at mattins on Christmas Day. b i.e, to render satisfaction or
In the Roman missal the chief por-  compensation.
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to seie pat God myjte of his power forgyve pis synne, wipouten
aseep pat were maad for pis trespas; for God myste do pis 3if
he wolde, but his justice wolde not suffre pat ne ech trespas be
punishid, ouper in erpe or in helle. And God mai not accepte
a persone to forgyve synne wipouten aseep, for ellis he muste
syve free leeve to man and angel for to synne, and panne synne
were no synne, and oure God were noo God. And pis is pe
firste word pat we taken of bileve.

Pe secound word pat we taken is, pat a man pat shulde make
asee) for synne of oure firste fadir, mut nedis be God and man.
For as mannis kynde trespasside, so muste mannis kynde make
aseep. And herfore it were to strange pat angel made aseep
for man; for neiper he myste, ne he was pat persone pat
synnede here. But sip al men ben oo persone, pat persone
makip aseep 3if ony membre of pis persone makip aseep for al
pis persone. And bi pis may we see, pat 3if God made a man
of noust, of newe to pe kynde of Adam,—jit he were holden to
God as myche as he myste for himsilf; and so he myste not
make aseep for him and Adams synne. And pus, sip aseep
muste be maad for Adams synne, as it is seid, sich a persone
muste make pis aseep pat were bope God and man; for worpi-
nesse of pis persones dede were evene wip unworpinesse of pe
synne.

Pe pridde word, pat nedis mut sue of pes two wordis of lore,
is pat a child is born to man, to make asep for mannis synne.
And pis child mut nedis be God and man, 30ven to man; and
he mut nedis bere his empire upon his shuldren, and suffre for
man. And }is child is Jesus Crist, pat we supposen was born
to-day. And we supposen pat pis child is oonli born to po men
pat suen him in maner of lyvynge, for he was born ajens oper.
Pes men pat ben unjust and proud, and rebel agens God, han
per jugement in Crist, pat pei moten nedis be dampned of him,
and aljatis 3if pei ben unkynde to per dep agens his spirit. And
pus, 3if we coveiten wel pat pis child be born to us, have we joie
of pis childe, and sue we him in pes pre vertues,—in rijtwisnesse,
and meeknesse, and pacience for oure God. For who ever
contrariep Crist in pes unto his dep, agens pe spirit, mut nedis
be dampned of pis childe, as alle oper shulen be saved. And
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pus pe joie of pis childe pat was pus meke and ful of vertues,
shulde make man to be litil in malice,—and pan pei holden wel
pis feeste. To hem pat wolen figte or chide, Y seie pat pis
child pat is born is prynce of pees, and lovep pees, and dampned
men contrarie to pees. Studie we how Crist cam in ful tyme
whanne he shulde, and how he cam in mekenesse, as his birpe
techip us; and how he cam in pacience, fro his birpe to his dep.
And sue we him in pes pre, for joie pat we have of him; for pis
joie in pis pacience bringip to joie pat evere shal laste.

PE PISTLE ON bE SIXTE DAI FRO CRISTEMASSE.

[SERMON VI.]

Quanto tempore haeres parvulis* —GAL. iv. [1.]

Pouw tellip in pis epistle what fredom men shulden use, and
leve service of pe olde lawe, pat ledde men whanne pei weren
children. Pe first word of Poul here is seid to us in pis forme;
As longe lyme as an eir is L, he dyversip not fro a servauni
bi sensible dyversite, alif ke be lord of alle. 1t seme) pat Poul
spekip here of service pat is bondage, and latip out pe longe
tyme ; and spekip now of o part and now of anoper; and spekip
here specialy of al mankynde pat shal be saved. Pis kynrede
is an eir of pe blisse pat ever shal laste. And fro pe bigynnyng
of pe world per is noon diversite bitwene him and pe servaunt,
sip pe children of Israel weren in grete bondage in Moises
tymes, sip pei weren tretid bi Pharaoo in hard servise foure hun-
drid 3eer. And 3it pis kynrede, pat is Cristis Chirche, is lord
of al pingis of pis world; for Crist, Goddis sone and Lord of
alle, puttide pis child over alle his goodis. And as jong eir
of a man is for a tyme of his childhode, whanne he is wipinne
age, noust tretid as a lord, Juf undir tutours and governors,
bope in werkes in foode and cloip tretid as anoper servaunt,
1 pe tyme pat his fadir wole pat he be tretid as lord, so it was

1 Should be parvadus; but this is  text (Bodl. 788) had but small
only one of a great number of in- knowledge of Latin.
dications that the writer of this
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of pe Chirche, pe which is kynrede of Crist, Whan Crist was
bicome man pan pis kynrede was taken to worshipe, and puttide
fro pe service pat he kepte in pe olde lawe. And herfore seip
Poul here, pat we pat ben of pis kynrede weren undir pe elementis
of pis world servynge, as oper bonde men. And it seme)p pat
Poul wole seie, pat pes elementis of pis worlde weren worldly
lawes pat pe Chirche kepte in tyme of pe olde lawe. For rigt
as a myche boke is maad of lettris as elementis, so pe lore of
pe Chirche is made of customes pat it kepip. And pus pis eire
lernede first his a bi ce, as a litil child, and was holden panne
in drede to lerne pe lore of Goddis lawe. Bus whanne fulnesse
of tyme cam, pat pe Chirche shulde be treted pus no more, God
sente his sone, mad of womman, mad undir pis lawe, 1o bigge ayen
pis eir to fredom pat he hadde in innocence, aljif he were undir
pe lawe for a tyme. Crist was maad as a creature, sip Crist
was pis manhede; and so Crist was maad of Marye, as Poul
dredip not to graunt here. And sip ech part pat Crist hadde
was maad of God, as men witen wel, what shulde move men
to drede to graunte pat Crist was al made? But sip Crist is
of two kyndis, fulli God and fulli man, bi his manhede was he
mad, and bi his Godhede not maad. And for to knitte his two
lawes, Crist made him silf undir hem bope. But in tyme of
pe olde lawe men kepten many partis of pe lawe pat men neden
not now to kepe,—as serymonies and jugementis. But, for to
shewe oonhede of pe lawe of God, o lawe of ten comandementis
lastip on for ever more, pat men ben ever holden to kepe.
And as ful man in his kynde is maad of bodi and of soule, so
pe ful lawe of God is made of pe olde and of pe newe; and so
men ben holden now to kepe pe witt of pe olde lawe, but as
Goddis goostli children, to charge oonli pe moralte.

Pes wordis pat Poul spekip here ben hie in treupe and in witt,
and alle pe men in pis world cunnen not blame pat oon of pes.
But wel I woot pat God grauntip to fewe men to knowe hem here,
but 3it we shulden trowe pes wordis, and worshipe hem, and
travele on hem, to wite what pes wordis menen, as men shulen
wite aftir in hevene. And for to have mynde of }is seint, pat men
passen not fro pis witt, sum men wolen go nyze his wordis,
bi undirstonding pat God 3yvep hem. For ellis myjten alle his
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wordis be aliened, and al his witt, by Anticrist. But per ben
two maner of sones,—kyndely sones and sones of grace.
Crist is kyndely sone of God, and his children ben sones of
grace. And pus Crist, whan he made him man and made his
Chirche to be his broper, he j3af a title to his children, /o make
hem alle Goddis sones bi grace. And jfor 3¢ ben pus Goddis
children, God senfe pe spiril of his some, pe which spirit crieh in
soure hertes and in joure persones, Abba, Fadir. And of pes
wordis pat God seip here bi Poul, whom God hap made his
whistil, it semep to many trewe men pat per shulde be no sect
but oon, pat shulde be Cristis religioun, wip oon abbot and oon
reule; and pis wolde kyndele conhede and love, and is ground
in Goddis lawe.

And pus pis Chirche, pat is Goddis sone, #s nowyt now ser-
vaunt but sone ; and 3if he be pus Goddis some, he s eir b Crist,
God and man. Bi witt pat Poul spekip here it semep to many
breperen in God pat pe Chirche pat wandrip here is maad pral
by mannis lawe, sip mo ben sprongen bi Anticrist pan weren
in pe olde lawe[s], pat ben now left as God biddip. And so pe
Chirche is pralle more pan in tyme of pe olde lawe, sip pes
mannis lawes ben worse pan weren Goddis lawes pat now ben
lefte. And Anticrist is maad a tutour or a governor of pe Chirche,
more fool pan pe children, pat shulden be governed by Goddis
lawe. And of all synnes pat now ben, pis is moost perelouse
and grevous, pat lesip pe fredom pat Crist hap purchasid, and
makip men pralle to synne and to pe fend. And pus it were
a myche vertue to gete ajen oure former fredom, and trowe no
prelat in pis Chirche, but 3if he grounde him in Goddis lawe.
And pus men shulden shake awey al pe lawe pat pe pope hap
maad, and alle reulis of pes newe ordris, but in as myche as
pei ben groundid in pe lawe pat God hap 3ovun. But loke
pis grounding disseyve pee not, for it may fallen pat Anticrist,
bi his newe lawes and his biddingis, have moo bysy servantis
to him pan hap Crist by his lawe, to serve him for blisse of
hevene. And pis movep many men to speke agen foure newe
sectis. For ech man bi hope of blisse shulde holde pe fredom
pat Crist hap jovun, and so he shulde maynten pis reule, and
dispise al oper reulis.

WYCLIF.
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PE SoNDAY PISTLE WIPINNE OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON VII.]

Surge tlluminare, Jerusalem—Ysave Iz, [1.]

MeN expownen comounly pis prophecie of oure Jesus, pat
Vsay saw in spirit; how Crist shulde be loutid, soone aftir pat
he was born, of pre kyngis of pe eest. And bileve pat Mathew
tellip techip wel of pis tixt, to what witt it is spoken of pe pro-
phete Vsay. First he bigynnep pus; Ryse, and be pou liztned,
Jerusalem, for pi li3t is comen, and glorie of pe Lord is sprongen
upon pee. Here trewe men undirstonden bi Jerusalem, pat was
heed citee in pe londe of Judee, holy Chirche pat wandrip here.
For Jerusalem in diverse placis bitokenep on diverse maners,
now pe citee of pat cuntre, now pe chirche pat wandrip here,
and now pe chirche pat is above; and al ben figurid bi pis citee.
And Jerusalem bi interpretacioun bitokenep a sigt of pees®; but
here men seen afer, and in blis verre pees. Pis Jerusalem
shulde ryse from synne, and be ligtned wip witt and grace, sip
Crist pe first lijt is maad man for pis eende. And Crist, pat
is pe Fadris wisdom, and so glorie of pe Lord, is sprongen of
pis kynrede and in it, sip he is Maries sone. And pus pis is
a greet synne to leve to ryse and open oure wyndowys; for pis
spiritual lijt is redy to shyne to alle men pat wolen open. Pat
man resceyvep in veyn pe grace of God, as Poul seip, pat takip
of God many jiftis bope of fortune and of kynde, and wole not
panke God herfore. He is an unkynde man, wipouten whom
pe sunne shynep, and 3it wole not opene his wyndowe, to take
list pat shulde save him. And here men seien comounly, pat
first mannis foly is unkynde, and bi cause of pis unkyndenesse
God 3yvep man no more his jiftis; sip God approvep nevere
more pat unkynde man shulde pus synne. But 3it God makip
of synful man and unkynde a good man, and alle pe goodnesse

= The derivation is doubtful, but rusalem’ in Smith’s Dict. of the
this is among those that have been  Bible.
widely received ; see the article « Je-
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of pis comep of pe goodnesse of God. And bisie we not
aboute ferper cause, for God himsilf is pe first cause.

But pe prophete seip on pis,—For lo, derknesse shal hile pe
erpe, and picke myst shal hile pe puplis. Here we mai knowe
two maner of men bi pes wordis of Ysaye, Sum men ben
everemore derke, and wanten grace to come to blisse; as pe
erpe is ever derke and takip not ligt bi clerete. And pis derk-
nesse hap wip him Goddis witt pat pes men shulen be dampned.
But sum men han for a tyme myst, but 3it pei ben a puple, as
ben men of holy Chirche, for tyme pat pei ben in synne. And
pes men bi grace of God takip ligt pat persip hem and disposip
hem to hevene, and avoidip per synne fro hem. And sich two
maner of men weren in Jude bifore Crist cam. And pus derk-
nesse of synne hilide pe erpe til Crist cam, and picke mystis
of synne hiliden pe puplis pat shulden be saved. But pis lizt
pat cam to men persid pis myst and made it clere. And so
pis ligt pat has maad man clerede po men pat he wolde save.
And for pis list spekip pe prophete, and for pes men pat shulen
be saved, Bus upon pee skal pe Lord spryng, and in pee shal
his glorte be seem. For of oo kynrede of Jacob, and in pat
kynrede, was Crist born; and many of hem weren saved in
Crist, and many opere of hepene men. And folk shulen wandre
in pi Ii3t, and kyngis in shynyng of pr birpe. For aboute tyme
of Cristis birp pre kyngis camen out of pe eest, and bope pei
and many opere sawen pe ligt of pe sterre. And muse we not
whan pis sterre apperide first in pe eest, and how longe tyme
pese pre kyngis weren in comynge to Bethleem. For soone aftir
pat Crist was born pei camen, and pus worshipiden Crist. For, as
pe gospel berip witnesse, pei founden pe child wip his modir; and
it is licly pat in pe same stable pat Crist was born inne in Beth-
leem ; and so it mut nedis be sone after pe tyme pat Crist was
born,

And aftirward pis prophete spekip to pe glorie and joie of
Crist: Lifte up al aboute pin eyen and see ; al pes ben gederid,
and ben comen fo pee, to do pee worship as pei shulden; and al
pes ben figure to pee pat pi sones shulden come fro ferr, and
bt dowyiris shulen rise aside, and many cunires shulen trowe
in pee. Panne shall pou sce and abounde, and pin herie shal
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woundre and be largid ; whan pe multitude of pe see shal be
furned 10 bileve of pee, and pe strengpe of hepene men shal come
fo pee, and trowe in pee. Pe flowinge of camels shal hile pee ;
men pat shulen ryde upon dromodes; men of Madian and of Effa ;
alle men of Saba shulen come, pat God hap ordeyned for pis
journey, bryngyng gold and encense, and tellinge heeryng to God.
pis lettre semep sumwhat mysty, and perfore men tellen diverse
wittis of it. Sum men seien pat camelis watrynge hilide Crist
in hise membris; for travele pat was done in camelis helpide
to hile Cristene men,—as Joon Baptist and many opere weren
hilid bi helpe of camelis travele; and pei weren hastid to leve
per drynke, pat pei shulden take in pe water. But sum men
undirstonden pes wordis to goostli undirstonding of hem. And
so men douten here ofte of what contre pes pree kynges weren;
and it is ynows here to wite pat pei weren of pe eest; wheper
pei weren of Arabi or of Saba, or of anoper ile. And here men
musen ideli, how pes weren but pre kyngis ; sip pe holy psalme
seip pat kyngis of Tharsis and of pe ile shulen offre 3iftis unto
Crist; and pes men muten nedis be two kyngis; pe kyngis of
* Araby and of Saba shulen lede jiftis to pis child; and pes ben
oper two kyngis; and pus it semep pat foure kyngis camen to
worshipe pus pis child. But pis resoun is to feble; for 3yve we
men pat arguen pus, pat David spekep here of pes kyngis,—and
pis were hard for to teche,—but 3it pes pree kyngis myjten wel

have many names bi many resouns; as pe Kyng of Yngelond |

is Kyng of Yngelond and more Bretayne. And so pes kyngis
myste have pes names, al3if pei weren but pre or two. Or ellis
it myste have fallen pus ; pat sum kyngis biside pes pree senten
her offryngis wip hem, and so pes wordis ben algatis sope.
Or ellis it myste have be pus; pat dyvers kyngis dwelten at
hoom, and maden per offringis to pis childe; and pei mysten
have be taujt pere pat he was bope God and man.

Many siche wittis ben not nedeful to us for to cunne now.
But do we worship to pis child wip gold, encense, and wip
myrre. For we shulden byknowe his Godhede, as gold is
more pan oper metalis, and byknowe his wisdom, as gold
shynep bifore oper. Pe secounde tyme we shulen knoweliche

pat Crist is pe first preest of alle, and offre to him devocioun, |
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sip he is bope God and man. Pe pridde tyme we shulen knowe-
liche pat Crist was deed for oure sake, and roos hool as he
hadde ordeyned; and so shulen we alle do at pe last resur-
reccioun, oper to blisse or to peyne. And lyve we alle just
lyf, and love pis Lord upon oure power, and panne he wole
rewarde us in blisse aftir pes pree 3iftis. And here many men
penken pat men shulden lijtly passe over pis, and speke of
pingis pat ben certeyne, pat profiten to men pat heeren hem.

PE FIRSTE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON VIIL]

Obsecro vos per misericordiam Dei—Rou. xii. [1.)

PouL tellip here to gentile folk, how pat pei shulden serve
God and kepe hemsilf in charite, and serve togidere as o
persone. For whan many men acorden in oon, and done oo
werk in Goddis name, pei done it more spedely, more strongly,
and bi lasse blame. Poul bigynnep to preye to Romaynes to
kepe pe lore pat he techip, for he prechide not for money, ne
for wynnyng of pis worlde. ¥ preye 30u, seip Poul, & Goddis
mercy, pat 3¢ 3yve Joure bodies to God, a quyke oost and not dede,
to serve God bi his lawe. Pe secounde tyme, pe lyf of 3oure dody
shal be koly, aftir Crist. De pridde tyme shal joure body plese God
bi devoute wille. And 3if 3oure bodi be pus ledd to licnesse of
pe Trinite, panne be 3¢ wel disposid to serve God as 3e shulden,
And alzif al Cristene men shulden marke pes wordis of Seint
Poule, 3it lordis of pis worlde shulden take more hede to hem,
for pei camen of gentilite; and per staat shulde pus serve to
God, to defende Cristis lawe and his ordenaunce, and lat it not
perishe for ydilnesse. And pus shulde per servise to God &e
resonable, and kepe per staat. And, for siche men synnen ofte
in novelryes of pe worlde, perfore biddip Poul after; Nyl 3¢ e
conformed fo pis world, but be 3¢ reformed in newenesse pat shal be
maad i jour witt.

Per nys no lord of pis worlde, neiper in more state ne in
lesse, pat he ne shulde take pis lore of Poule, 3if he wole wele
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serve God. For costli metis and gay garmentis, whan pei ben
taken over mesure, pei maken lordis bisi for hem, and spoilen
wrongli per pore tenauntis; and pis mut nedis displese to God,
sip he is welle of rigtwisnesse. Pes men pat lyven pus ben con-
formed to pis world. But man, be he never so grete, shulde
coveite to aray his soule wip Goddis lawe and wip vertues, for
pat is more presciouse. And it fallip ofte tymes, pat preestis
and freris pat shulden here teche ben bope fals and un-
cunnynge, and tellen but litil bi Goddis lore. And pis menep
Poul here, whan he preiep unto Romayns pat pei shulden be
reformed in newnesse of per wittis. And pus of alle pe here-
tikes pat Anticrist broust ever inne, pes pat blaboren unto lordis,
and seien pat pei shulden not cunne ne heere pe gospel of
Crist,—for clerkes shulden teche hem to lyve,—ben moost
perelous in pe Chirche, and moost to fle as Anticrist. Wip sich
lore of oure God shulden lordis sumwhat clope per soulis, and
be not to worldly, but penke sumwhat on her soulis. For pis
lyf pat we lyven here is bope short and ful of peyne, and it is
ordeyned to be a mene to pe blisse pat ever shal laste.

And bi witt of Goddis lawe skulden men knowe pis trinite,
which were pe good wille of God, wel plesyng and perfit. e
wille of God mut nedis be good, licke to pe Fadir of heven;
and so al pe ordenaunce of Crist mut nedis be good, sip he is
God. DPe wille of God to punishe men is good, sip pat it is
just; but pis wille comep not forp but bi occasioun of synne.
Pe wille of God is wel plesing, as is pe secunde persone of
God. For we reden pus of Crist, pat in him it plesid wel to pe
Fadir. And pus men pat ben bisie to wite what is pe wille of
God, ben wel payed of pis wille, and traveilen for to do pis
wille. Pe pridde tyme, aftir pe Holy Goost, pis wille mut nedis
be perfit, for it is not shewid to man for fleishly lustis or
worldly wynnyng, but for worship of God and for profit of his
puple.

And, for wittis of many men ben occupied for worldly pingis,
and lores pat profiten not to pe soule, perfore seip Poul aftir, ¥
sete for soe bi pe grace pat is 3ovun fo me of God, and not for
to plese 30u, ne for coveitise of 3oure goodis, buf pis ¥ sete to

sou alle, to cunne no more pan is nede lo cunne, bul to cunne to]
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i subrenesse’, and to lerne vertues of Crist. Sum men ben here

bisie for to cunne worldli witt, as cautelis of mannis lawe, and .
craftis to wynne myche money. And clerkes traveilen many weies
veynly to have cunnyngis, and alle pes letten men to gete hem
knowyng of God. And so Poul seip /o eck man, pat he shuld
cunne his bileve as God kap partid bileve, to sum more and to
summe lesse. And aljif bileve of God be ground nedeful for
Cristene men, 3it acord in charite mut nedis be joyned wip pis
treupe,—for fendis of helle have troupe, but pei tremblen, for
defaute of love.

And herfore seip Poul pus, pat as we have many lymes in
0 bodi of dyverse kyndis, and not ech lyme hap pe same dede, but
ech is dyverse from oper, so many men of oo bileve ben oo bodi in
Crist ;—and pis body is holy Chirche, pat is weddid wip Crist.
And so ech membre of Crist shulde have his propre dede; but
alle per dedis shulde come to pis, pat pei profiten to pe bodi of
pe Chirche; and panne pei profiten to ech membre, and to
worshipe Jesus Crist. And pus ech man shulde beware pat he
be in sich a staat pat is approved bi Jesus Crist, and traveile
treuly in pis staat. 3if pou be a preest of Crist, teche treuly
Goddis lawe; 3if pou be a worldly lord, defende Goddis lawe
bi strengbe; and jif pou be a laborer, kepe pou treupe and
traveile fast. And pus ech man of Cristis Chirche shulde helpe
his broper after his myszt; and 3if he koude many helpis, %e
shulde be many lymes to hym. And pis lore biddip Poul pat is
ful sotil and nedeful. And wolde God pat pis bileve pat Poul
techip in pis epistle were wel koud and wel kepte of pes foure
sectis of Anticrist, pat ben newe comen into pe Chirche for to
charge it and harme it.

PE SECUNDE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON IX.]

Habentes donationes.—Rom. xii. [6.]
Pouw in pis epistle tellip unto Romayns, how spiritual preestis
shulden passe seculeris, for preestis shulden be lyf to quyken pe
! sobrenesse in the Wycliffite Versions.
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comountees, First techip Poul how pe preestis of pe puple
shulden passen in 3iftis of God pe comouns bi per good liif, and
biddip Poule pat pei shulden kave 3t/%s dyverse fro oper men, bi
grace pat God 3yvep hem.

Men may not grutche here for pes wordis of Poule, for God
mut sowe his grace dyversly to men, and so men shulden not
take pis state but 3if pei passiden oper in grace, and able pei
hem in good werkes, and per grace shal be more. Seven and
twenti jiftis of God tellip Poul in sich preestis. Sum of hem
have profecie bi resoun of per bileve, as pes pat tellen of pe day of
dome, and hard ende of mennis dedis pat discorden fro Goddis
lawe. As men witen bi bileve, pat dedis of men pat ben done
agen pe bidding of God muten aljatis have an yvel ende, oupir
suynge anoon or at pe day of dome, and pus many tellen pro-
phecies bope to good and to yvel. Also per have seryyses dyverse
in per servyng, for preching and goostly werkes perteynen unto
sich men, and whan pei done straunge werkes, pei passen to
anoper state. As summe lechen in per lore, as bes men pat
prechen feip; and summe stiren men fo goode, as conceilours bi
Goddis lawe. And so pes men paf 3yven almes in symplenesse,
knowynge pat al is Goddis 3ifte 3ovun to hem to dele forp, ben
in pe fifte degree. And pis 3yvyng of double almes, pat is
pertinent to preestis, shulde be done in symplenesse, and pryde
fled, wip ypocrisie. Pe sixte servise takep he pat #s adove in
Bysynesse, as ben curatis of pe puple, or heyer or lowere. And
alle pes prelatis shulden be bisie to kepe pe sheepe pat God hap
sovun hem. And here penken many men, pat fro pis state was
turned to pryde, pei ben clepid prelatis, and born above by
wynde of pryde; and pei ben not above bi God, but more foolis
pan per sugettis, and per bysynes is turned to pryde and to
robbing of per sheep. In pe sevenpe servyse is he, pat hap
mercy in gladnes. Poul spekip not of pis prelat pat traveilip for
symony, and takip money gladly for litil traveile pat he doip, for
pis gladnesse is aboute his money, and not aboute servise of
God. And in pis failen cardynalis, pat geten graces o many
men, and absoluciouns, wip oper feyned pryvelegies. Al3if loze
wipouten feynyng shulde be in al Cristene men, jit pe preest, nere
Crist, shulde have clene love in God, and not love more mennis
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goodis pan pe profit of per soule; for panne he feyned to love
hem, and hatip hem, and lovep per goodis. And pus pei shulden
hale yvel, bope in hem and in opir men, and speke wisely agen
it for to make men clene perfro; and in pis failen flaterers, pat
waishen mennis heedis wip fals oile. Aftir Poule techip, algatis
to preestis, pat pei shulden cleve fo good. Whan pei seen sen-
tence of wynnyng and sentence of Goddis lawe, pei shulden
holde wip pe secounde, sip it is good on Goddis side; and in
pis failen ofte traveilours in mannis lawe. And so men shulden
love fogidere charile of broperheed. Charite hap two branchis,—
love of God and love of man. Pat man pat lovep a man lovep
charite of broperhede. And for his propre or pryvy avauntage
shulde not man lette to large pis love. And pus men shulden
come bifore, in doynge worship ech to oper. He pat is hyjer in
state shulde be more meke pan pe lower, and so in mekenesse
of his herte go bifore pe topir in worshipyng. And pis myjte
listhi be done after pe j3iftis pat God hap grauntid. Sensible
honoures ben but litil, and lesse to charge pan honoures of
soule. And pus Cristene men shulden be not slowe in bisynesse,
to kepe oonhede in charite, but swift in pat pat sownep love.
And in pis failen many men pat wolen have worship of pis
world, and sugette oper men to hem for pe pride pat pei have in
per hert. And pus men shulden bi charite be brennyng in per
spirit, havynge bope desire and joie to kyndle love by meke-
nesse. And in pis failen many men in tretes and acordis-
makynge. And pus men shulden serve to pe Lord, and not to pe
fadir of pride, ne to per fleish, ne to pe world, and lette to serve
pe Lord of hevene. And pus men shulden have joie in hope pat
pei have of reward in blisse. And perfore biddip Poul to men
pat pei shulden joie ever in God. Poul biddip to Cristene men,
pat pei shulden be pacient in tribulacioun pat fallip to hem. For
pei ben fewe men or noone pat lyven here per ful life pat ne pei
have persecucioun, and pus pacience is nedeful.

And, for oure hope shulde be in God pat he helpe us in pis
wey, perfore Poul techip after, 2o stonde bisili in preier. And, for
men shulden be merciful, perfore biddip Poul after pat men
shulden be comynynge in nedis pat fallen to seintis kere, helpinge
hem now wip goodis, now wip praier, and now wip conseile.
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And, as Poul biddip, no broper shulde suffre but 3if oper suffre
wip him, and algatis men shulde do profit to per broper in mede-
ful lyf. And pus men shulden distly swe herboryng to per
neigbore, bope 3yve reste to bodi and soule, bi almes and bi
pacience. And pus biddip Poul aftir, pat Cristene men shulden
blesse to oper pat pursuen hem here, for pat restip myche mennis
soulis. And so men shulden &lesse pere breperen and not curse
hem, to wake hem; for sich cursyng comonly is contrarie to
hospitalite. And pus, sip alle goode Cristene men shulden be
of oon hert to God, pes shulden jore wip clene joyers, and wipe
wip men pat wepen here.  And so al good Cristene men shulden
Jele oonhede among hemsilfe. Wheper pei have joie or peyne, pei
shulden have joie or sorowe in herte, and penke pat oo bodi of
pe Chirche suffrip bi diverse membris. And pus men pat lyven
in pis liif shulden not smafche hye pingis, to caste hemsilf to be
hye, and to harme per evene Cristene. And in pis synnen
many men, and algatis pes foure newe sectis, for pei done harm
to pe Chirche for to hye per novelrie. But alle men shulden
assente fo meke stat's and meke lyves, and hold hem paied on pe
statis pat ben groundid in Cristis lawe. For as a mete in a
man, pat is not defied bifore, makip mannis bodi to gurle’, so it
is of pes newe statis pat Cristis Jawe hap not defied. Sum of
pes wordis pat Poul seip here shulden trewe preestis declare
more, as it is profit to pe puple, after pat God techip hem.

PE PRIDDE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON X.]

Nolite esse prudentes~RoM. xii. [16.]

PouL tellip in pis epistle how comountes and al men shulden
shape weies for charite, and oonhede to kepe here. First Poul
biddip his breperen /o be not queynte® fo hemsilf, and 3elde fo noo
man yvel for yvel. 1t is seid comounly pat per ben pree lawes
here ;—lawe of God, lawe of pe world, and lawe of pe fend of
helle. Lawe of God pat Poul techip is moost resonable and

! groule, 1. ? queynt, G ; queynte, 1.
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lizt, to yelde men good for yvel; for so doip God pat mai not
faile. Pe secounde lawe, of pe world, is to 3elde good for good
and yvel for yvel; for, as men seien, pus techip kynde men to
do. Pe pridde lawe, of pe fend, is to do yvel for good; as God
seide 3he, and Eve doutide; but pe fend seide opynly nay.
Poul forfendip here pe myddil lawe, pat men shulden gelde yvel
for yvel; and pus queyntise to a man is here dispreisid of Poul.
For pat worldly man is queynt, bope in werres and oper lyfe, pat
can jelde redely an yvel turne for anoper. And pis lawe of pe
world bringip in lawe of pe fend, for it is taken for a reule
among worldly werrours® pat pei shulden anoye per enemyes on
what maner pat pei mai; and it is holden a rigtwisnesse to do a
wrong for anoper; and j3it Goddis lawe biddip to jelde not an
yvel for an yvel. And it is certein of bileve pat pis yvel is
wrong. For yvel of peyne shulde men jelde, bi pe reule of
charite; sip God jeldip peyne to men after pat pei have dis-
served ; and pis yvel of peyne is good, sip rigtwisnes doip it pus.
And pis, holdun comoun lawe of men, is turned into fendis
lawe; for no lawe reversip Goddis lawe, but 3if it be pe fendis
lawe. And as anentis serpentis and oper pingis pat bringip in
peyne, pis bringing in of mannis peyne pat bi his foly makip pis
peyne, is noon yvel of injury, but rijtwisnesse pat God makip.
But God forfendip here to do yvel of harme, for yvel of harme.
And pus love pat Poul biddip, fecAip to purvey good to men,
not oonli bifore God, to prey God to make hem good, duf bifore
alle maner of men, to forzeve hem and disserve to hem. And
pis reule pat Poul 3yvep is bope lit and resonable. For it is
more ligt to men to forgyve yvel pan to take veniaunce; and it
is more resonable, for more good comep to men perfore. And
bi pis reule pat Poul jyvep here batailis and stryvyngis in.plee
shulden be forsaken of Cristene men, as Goddis lawe tellip here,
And so biddip God bi Poul, paf 3¢/ i may be, pat is of 30u, 3¢
shulden have pees wip al men, doinge good and suffryng wrong.
But certis custum and mannis lawe ben ful ferre fro pis lore,
So it is pat many men have of her owne synne myche malis, and
pes wolen figte wip men and slee hem. But kepe pou pacience
and mekenesse, and pan per yvel turnep pee to good, bi pe

1 werriours, G, 1.
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vertue of Goddis lawe. But pis lawe pat Poul seip here, lettip
not to chastise men, ne to take veniaunce of hem by pe reulis
of charite; but pis shulde ever be for per good, and for love pat
men shulden have to hem. And pus men shulden bi Goddis
lawe fleen to comune wip heretikes. And pus biddip Poul, pa/
we shulde not defende us, as Goddis derrest children, but we shulden
3yve slede fo ire, and reserve veniaunce to God oure fadir. For
it &5 writun in Goddis lawe, how God seip, ¥ have reserved
ventaunce fo me, and I shal 3jelde 3f, for it fallip to my mageste,
and Y mut do it wipouten defaute. Buf 35 pin enemy hungrip,
yyve pou hym mete ; and 3if he purste, 3yve pou him drynke. Pis
mandement is not of bodily foode, but of goostli foode of pe
soule. Ffor many men have not bodili foode, and enemys
wolen be worse herfore; but mekenesse and pacience shulde
ech man have redely, and pes wolen ever do good, and perfore
enymys shulden be fed ever wip pes. Ffor 3if pou do pus to pin
enemy, pou shalt gedir coolis of fier upon pe heirest vertue of his
soule ; and pat fallip ofie to do him good, and evermore to do
pee good. Nyle pou be overcome of yvel, but overcome pou yvel in
good. Dis yvel is synne of pin enemye, and panne it vencusip pee
bi it, whanne it foulip pee perwip, and makip pee parcener perof;
but pou overcomest pis yvelin good, whan pou kepist pee perfro,
and bi vertue of pacience pou jyvest mater to do men good.

And pis bileve pat Poul seip here is litil usid or trowid now;
and perfore many men in pe Chirche,—as bope pe pope and
cardinalis,—ben smyitid foule wip heresie, and out of Cristene
mennis bileve. What charite or pacience shulde move hem to
sende after men, and pan do hem to dep, for pei mayntenen
Goddis lawe? But Ysaye seip,—Woo be to hem pat seien pat
good ping is yvel, and yvel ping is good to hem, for pei ben
contrarye to God. And so he is vencushid of yvel pat doip
yvel agens yvel, and he vencuschip in good yvel, pat doip good
agens yvel. God 3yve grace to pe Chirche to lerne pis lessoun
pat Poul techip! for pis short lore of Poul wolde turne al
Cristyndom to Crist. And men shulden bope be pacient
whan mannis cause is touchid, and do quycly wip per lippis
bi resoun of Goddis cause; for pus dide Crist Goddis word
and taust his children to do pus.
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ON FORPE SONDAI AFTIR OCTAVE ON TWELFPE DAL

[SERMON XI.]

Nemini quidquam debe[atis.]—Rom. xii. [xiii. 8.]

PouL techip here Romaynes, and so al Cristene men, how
pei shulden kepe charite pat God jyvep. And jif bis vertue be
wel kepte of man til pat tyme pat he die, oure bileve techip
panne pat pis cloip bryngip hem to blis. Poul biddip at pe firste
bis word of myche witt. 70 no man owe 3¢ ony ping, but pat
3¢ love fogidere. Poul forfendip not dette of money, ne good
werkes of oper vertues, but Poul wole pat alle pes dettis drawe
to pis ende, to love togidere. And so ech man bi }is lore is
holden ay to love ech oper. And so many men in pis world
ben byhynde of dette of love, but God mut ever come bifore,
to love men pat haten him.

Take hede to okur® and oper synnes pat sownen not in charite.
Acounte not pis now for dette, by Poulis reule of bileve. And
so pis 0o word, wel undirstondun, damnep al errours in pe
Chirche. And so pis o word of Poul axip myche special de-
claryng ; and excusyng of ypocritis pat pei kepen pus charite,
shal be dampned bi pe heirest juge whan no synne may asterte
him. Men of werre seien comonly pat pei figten for charite,
for so shulden per enemyes love hem in sich a caas. And pus
seien pleders and pursueris, pat pei done pus al for love. But -
pis excusacioun mut be jugid bi Crist him silf, and pis lord
is charite, and knowip al resoun and al gabbyng. And so ech
man here in erpe shulde lyve so justli to his broper, bope in
hert in word and dede, pat it sownede al in charite. For if he
passe pis reule of Poule, he rennep in dette agens his broper.
And Crist techip men to preie him pat he forgeve hem pis dette,
but rigt as pei foryyven her dettours. And pus men bidden
agens hem silf pat failen in mercy to her breperen, for charite
is justli knittid. Muse pou not how God biddip pat pou shuldist
love ech man, sip many men ben unknowun of pee, and noon

Y ocur, G; oker. T
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mai love but pat he knowip. God techip to knowe generaly,
and to love after pis knowyng. Do no wrong to pi breperen,
and pou fillist pis love of Poule. Ffor whoeverellovep his neizbore,
hap fulfillid pe lawe of God. 3if pou seie pou lovest o man,
and doist wrong to anoper, pou gabbist to God upon pi silf,
and hatest pi first frend.  As, 3if many men bare a weijte, and
ech shulde helpe oper perto, he pat failip to helpe oon, mut
nedis faile ajens hem alle.

And Poul tellip aftirward how pis oo word of love compre-
hendip al pe lawe, as he shewip bi fyve lawes. For pis mande-
ment of God pat biddip, Pou skalt, first, not be a lecchour ; pe
secounde mandement pat biddip pat, Pou skalt not siee pi broper ;
pe pridde mandement pat biddip, Pow shalt not stele his goodis ;
pe fourpe mandement pat biddip pat, Pou skait not sey fals wit-
nesse ; pe fifpe mandement also, Pou shalt not coveite pi nei3boris
good, and 3if per ben ony oper mandement, in pis word it is
tnstorid®, Pou shalt love pi neisbore as pi stlf. As many pens
ben closid in oo tresoure comonly, so in pis o word of God
ben comounly opir undirstonden. He pat hap pis o lawe, and
kepip it wel as he shulde, kap fulfillid al pe lawe, 2s Poul seip
and James bope. And bis love of pi nel3bore worchip no Synne
asens him; and perfore fulnese of pe lawe is love, if it be wel
taken.

Dis short tresoure of word of love shulde be taken out whanne
it is nede. For pis tresoure may not faile 3if it be groundid in
pe firste love, for pat love is wipouten eende, and love is pe moreb,
pat it be usid. Poul spekip not here of fleishli love, ne of worldly
love, but of love in God. For pes two loves ben more hate,
and shenden love pat men shulden have. For love of God is ful
of resoun, and holdip no ping agens resoun; for sif it held azen
resoun, panne it were agens God. And pus clene love puttip
out al synne, and in pis love shulden men studie. And }is charite
shulde move men to speke stably herof And among alle
men pat synnen agens charite, pes foure sectis pat newe ben

& This striking word, which both  used in the Vulgate version of this
Wycliffite versions also employ here, assage.
is merely the English representative b Probably the words ¢ pe more’
of the Latin * instauratur,’ the term  have dropped out.
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comen wipouten autorite of Crist, semen more stifly to synne
agen pe lawe of charite. And here is sumwhat to speke agens
pe firste of pes foured, Pe first hede of pis secte is pe pope
wip his clerkes, and per maner of lordly lyf ajens pe lore pat
Crist taugte Petre. Dis agregat of pes alle ben pe first sect,
newe comen in. And al pes foure sectis ben armed wip armes
of ypocrisie. And sum men clepen pis first hede Anticrist for
his lyf. 3if he sue his patron as he feynep he suep Crist, he
suep more pe emperour pan eiper Crist or Seint Petre; for pe
world is his patroun, and pe fadir of pryde also. First, it semep
pat he synnep in charite pat Poul spekip of, for he disseyvep
mennis witt bi pis foule ypocrisie. If Petre in his lyf was pas-
syng oper apostlis pat weren his felowes, in povert and meke-
nesse, and in traveile for pe Chirche, pan he mut have a suc-
cessour contrary to him in al pes pre. Certis a fend of helle
shulde shame to disseyve men bi sich a skile. And whan men
ben pus blyndid, he disseyvep hem aftirward of fredom pat
Crist hap govun, and makip hem pralle bi his lawes. Petre,
ne ony oper apostle, durst not seie pat he was so nedeful, pat
wipouten his governaile mut pe Chirche nedis perishe, and bi
pis blasfeme gabbing slee many pousend men. He is not on
Cristis side, pat puttid his soule for his sheepe, but on Anti-
cristis side, pat puttip many soulis for his pryde. DPis man
fedip not Cristis sheepe, as Crist bade pries Petre, but spuylip
hem, and sleep hem, and ledip hem in many wrong weyes.
3if he lovede Cristis sheepe, he shulde lede hem bi Cristis lawe,
and watere hem, and make hem rest bi pe lesewes, and bi pes
watris pat Crist hap ordeyned for his sheep. Pis man pat pus
hatip God mut after nedis hate himsilf, and al his breperen,
pat he seip ben his sheep, for his rigt cure. It semep pat no
man here in erpe reversip more bis lore of Poul.

= By the ‘four sects’ appear to  head, (2) the monks, (3) the Canons

be meant,~—(1) the higher clergy, Regular, (4) the Friars.
with the pope and cardinals at their
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bE FYFPE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFDPE DAL

[SERMON XII.]

Indutte vos sicut electi—Coros. iii. [12.]

Fror charite is pe mooste vertue, and moost nedeful to
Cristene men, perfore Poule and oper apostlis lerneden of
Crist to stire pis moost, and teche pis moost to Cristis sheepe,
for it conteynep al good. Poul biddip first, pat men shulden
clope hem, as chosen of God, holy and loved of God, enirailis of
mercy to per breperen., Ofte holy writt clepip mercy pe entrailis
of mercy: for as entrailis ben wipinne, and clensen mete fro
mannis bodi, so pe abite of mercy shulde be stable wipinne
man, and algatis clense pe goostli mete, for pe bodi of holy
Chirche. And pus spekip Lukes gospel by Zakary pe holy
prophete, pat oure God hap entrailis of mercy, hi which he
visitid his puple. And sip we shulden be Cristis children, and
Cristis champions to figt for him, we shulden first clope us in
his suyt, and take his armes for to figte. And pus seip Poul
pe first word, pat we clope us as Goddis chosen. No man mai
putte from him, pat ne he shulde be chosen of God, to fijte
wip her goostli enemyes, and bi victorie to gete blisse. And
holynesse stondip in pis; for wip holynesse shulden men figte ;
and al pis is a stronde of love, pat stronger may no love be.
For where is welle of more love, pan chesyng of God bifore
pe world for to brynge men to blisse, and to alle menes nedeful
perfore? Or where is more charite, pan God himsilf to make
us holy, and droppe to us of his owne grace wipouten oure dis-
servyng bifore? Or where myste be shewid more love, pan
God to chese for his bataile siche men pat he makip seintis,
and lovep hem for his owne dedis? And pes pree knottis of
love ben figurid in pe Trinite. What men pat pus ben loved
of God shulden not be merciful to opir?

And of pis mercy of men shulden sprynge many oper goode
branchis. First, men shulden de benyngne, for pei shulden brenne
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in charite. Aftir men shulden e meke, for pis fier axip meke-
nesse, sip it mai not kyndle ne growe but 3if mekenesse be
perwip. Pe pridde vertue pat spryngip hereof is semperoure
in oure dede, pat men travaile stabli for good ende whanne pei
shulden. Pe fourp vertue of pis mercy #s pacience, pat men
shulden have, sip alle men moten taken of God al goodis pat
pei have, and so pei shulden lerne pacience bi suffryng of pe
Lord above. e fifpe vertue of pis mercy is pas men supporte
fogidere ; for what man is wipouten defaute and feblenesse in
pis Iyf?  And pus God hap neded us, ech man to supporte his
broper, for ech man nedip to opers helpe, and holde him up
pat he falle not. Pe sixte vertue of pis ground is % freely 3yve
togider, florgyvyng of oure trespas, for pus biddip our alper
maistir. 3/ ony have playnt ajens anoper, as Crist hap
forsovun 3ou, so shulde 3¢ forseven 3oure breperen. And pis lore.
biddip Crist in techinge of oure Pater Noster. And over pes
sixe biddip Poul pat men shulden have charite, for pat ts bond
of perfeccioun, bat knyttip togidere al opir vertues. Pe eistipe
tyme biddip Poul, pat Cristis pees spryng in mennis hertis, for
pis pees bryngip gladnesse and joie 77 o dods of pe Chirche, and
pus ech man shulde d¢ Zynde, and helpe his broper as he doip
him, as ech part of a bodi helpip anopir to make pat body.
De tenpe tyme biddip Poul, pas Cristi's word dwelle in us plen-
lenousels, for it hap vertue to kepe from yvel and bryng in good.
And here many men ben to blame pat usen wordis of mannis
lawe, and opere pat ben not nedeful, and wordis of strif wip
opire japis. For word of Crist shulde putte pis out, as Petre
techip in his boke,—3if ony man speke oust, speke he Goddis
wordis; and certis pan Cristis word dwellip in us habundantly.
But a fool myst seie here, pat sip Cristis God and man, ech
word is Cristis word; and so veyn jangelers speken pis lore.
Perfore Poul knittip after, pas Cristis word dwelle in us in al
maner of wisdom, and pan it is not superflue. Pe enlevenpe
tyme Poule biddip, pat Cristis word be not ydil in us, for ever
e more pat it be usid ay pe more betere it is, and more likip
him. And so men shulden fecke ber breperen, and moneste hem
silfe, to kepe hem holy, in psalmis and in ympnis and spiritual

songts, synging in per hertis to God, for grace pat he hap yovun
WYCLIF,
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to men. Pe twelfpe tyme biddip Poul pat, al ping pat we done,
tn word or in dede, shulden we do it in Cristis name. For we
shulden ever serve to him, and he mut nedis be oure Lord,
and perfore we shulden do nost but pat we dore avowe to
pis Lord.

And 5o we shulden ay do pankingis to God pe fadir, in pe name
of Jesus Crist, pat is Lord of us alle, and heed of hooly Chirche.
And so no man shulde speke ne do in pe name of Jesus Crist,
but treupe pat is skilful, and beden bi pe lawe of God. And
here Cristene men mai see how pe secounde sect newe broust
in failip in mercy, and in charite of oure Lord Jesus Crist.
‘Marke pei pe lordship pat pei have by titil of per holynesse,
and how lordis and per pore tenauntis myjten be releved bi
pis lordship, and so myche ben pei ferper fro mercy and charite.
pei shulden, bi bidding of per patroun, be not pus seculer
lordis; but pei dispisen pe bidding of God, and drawun to
a worldly patroun. And pis is wanting of love to Jesus Crist
and al his seintis, and wanting of mercy to pore men pat
dwellen in rewmes pat pei inhabiten, God schilde us fro sich
preier as pes'munkes bidden for men; for rootyng in per heresie
techip pat per bidding is turned in to synne. And pes pat loven
not pus per soulis, loven litil pe bodies of per pore neisboris,
but loven yvel per owene bely, pat pei feden as per God. How
shulden rewmes have pees of God pat nurishen sich double
traytours? For he is ferre fro charite pat lovep pus more his
bely pan he lovep Goddis lawe, or pe Chirche pat he dwellip
inne.

SEPTUAGESME SONDAL

[SERMON XIIL]

Nescitis quod 17 qui in stadio—1 CoR. ix. [24.]

P1s epistle of Poul tellip how pat men shulden lyve here,

and be Goddis laborers for to wynne pe blisse of hevene. Poul | P

bigynnep on pis maner ;— Witen 3¢ not jpat pei pal rennen in pe
SERMONS, VOL. II, 8
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Serlong for pe pris, certis pei remnen all, but oon of hem lakip
pe gleyve 2 Renne 3¢ on anoper maner, pat 3¢ all lake pe viclorie.
It is knowun ping in cuntreis, pat men usen ofte pis gamen,
pat two men, holden moost swift, rennen a space for a priis,
and he pat comep first to his ende shal have pe gamen pat is
sett, wheper it be spere, or gloves?®, or opir ping pat is putt.
And so, 3if many rennen bi tymes, 3it oon takip for ooncs pe
prys. But oure rennyng in wey to hevene diversip myche fro
pis rennyng, for many pousynd rennen togidere, and ech of
hem comep to pe ende, and getip pe gamen pat is sett; for
pat is pe large blisse of hevene.

Pe secounde ensaumple of champiouns is seid of Poul in
pes wordis ;—ZEch pal stryvep in fistyng absteynch him from al
excesse ; for he chargip not his bodi wip mete ne drynke ne
opir pingis. And so shulden Cristene men do, pat fisten here
for Goddis cause. But per is diversite in pes figtingis and
Goddis figt, for per ende is algatis worse, and per traveil more
uncerteyn. For pei traveilen for pis ende, to take brilul crowne
here, but men traveilen in Goddss cause to take a crown pat never
may faile. And Poul tellip after to Cristene men how he tra-
veilip in pis journey ;—Ceriis ¥ renne, not as in uncerleyne ;
Y fist s0 not as betinge pe eir ; but ¥ chastise my body bi resoun,
and brynge it into servyse fo my soule, lest pat, whanne ¥ preche
o oper, ¥ mysilf be maad reprovable. And so pis rennyng and
pis fisting is hastely going of mannis soule to hevene bi pe
wey of vertues, and figtynge wip enemys pat letten pis.

And so God of blis hap ordeyned, in tyme of his bope lawes,
how men shulden have sacramentis to make hem able for pis
traveile. And perfore seip Poul here ;—Breperen, ¥ wole not
pat 3¢ unknowun, pat alle oure fadris pat wenten out of Egipt
weren coverd in day under pe cloude, and alle pei passiden pe
Reed see, and alle pes weren waishen b Moyses in pe cloude
and in pe see. Bileve techip Cristene men pat signes of pe olde
lawe weren toknes of oure signes now, as pei ben tokenes of
pe blisse of hevene. Pe cloude pat ledde hem in desert upon
daies, as Goddis lawe tellip, figuride pe water of Cristis side,

1 gleyves, 1.
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bi whiche we ben baptisid now. Pe passing pours pe Reed see
and stondinge stable as a walle, figuride pe passioun of Crist,
bi whiche we weren waishen fro synne. And, as pe gospel of
Joon tellip, Crist was deed bifore pat water cam of pe cloude
of his bodi to baptise men, as Poul spekip of. Reednesse of
pis see figuride blood of Cristis bodi. Je stable stonding of
bis see figuride pe stablenes of Cristis godhede; and alle pingis
pat felliden to hem figuriden pingis in tyme of grace. And
bus seip Poul sopely, pas alle per eeten pe same mete, and alle pei
drunken pe same drynke, pat fedde spiritualy per soule. Per
mete was per bileve pat pei hadden of sadde pingis, and per
drynke was per bileve pat pei hadden of moist pingis; as Cristis
bodi and his blood was mete and drinke to hem in figure,
as it pei ben oure mete and drynke, to fede oure soule in
bileve of hem. And pus in }is place, and in oper, pe figure
hap pe same name pat hap pe ping pat is figuride; and pis
speche is sutil and trewe. And pus Poul spekip after, pat per
drunken of pe spirdfual, whan pe stoon suede hemt; and pis stoone
was Crist in figure. Goddis lawe tellip wel how pe children
of Israel grutchiden, whanne pei failiden water to drynke, and
Moyses smote pe stone wip his 3erde, and water came out of
pe stone, so pat pei and per bestis dranken. Pis dede tolde
in figure how pe puple in tyme of Crist wantide goostli water
to drynke. And Moises was in double figure; he figurede
bope good men and Jewis; and in figure of wickide men he
smoot pis stone wip his 3zerde, and per cam out water of Iyf,
pat fillide men pat weren pursty., And pus seip Poul here
sopely to good entent pat pe stone was Crist, for it figuride
in pis Crist. And wolde God pat heretikes in mater of pe
sacrid oost kouden understonden pes sutil wordis and sope,
to be entent of pe Holy Goost; panne shulde pei not have
drede to graunte pat pis breed is Goddis bodi.

It fallip to telle a short word how pe pridde newe sect, pat
is pe ordre of chanouns?, failip now in charite. Trewe men

s Not an unnatural rendering of  canons, who according to Tanner

the passage as it stands in the Vul-  were introduced into England about
gate :—* bibebant de spiritali con- the year 1700, and had one hundred

sequente eos petra.’ and seventy-five houses shortl
q > p . ¥y ! y
b Besides the Austin or Black  before the dissolution, there were !
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witen wel pat in pe rennyng pat Poul tellip, whan oo man con-
trariep anoper in pe rennyng to his ende, ofte pe toon lettip
pe toper to come sikerly to pis ende. And so it is of pes newe
ordris, pat rennen bisides Cristis ordre ;—pei letten in lyf and
bileve Cristis sect to come to blis. And perfore men shulden
preye for hem to God, bi helpe of Seint Austyn, pat pei holden
pe playn weye by evenesse of Goddis lawe. Seint Austin was
a seculer bishop, and hadde preestis as his felowes, and hadde
good bi title of almes; and he dredde of hem ful sore, and
wolde have 3ovun hem to pe puple, as Possidoyne! tellip of him .
He was not weddid wip sich signes, neiper wip abit ne wip
cloistre, ne wip sich veyn ceremonyes ds newe ordres képen
to day; but 3if ony wolde wende fro him, he jaf hem leve,
for betir lif; and men pat weren of wickid lilf, he nedide to go
fro him ; he puttide hem not in prisoun, as hepene men putten
peves. God graunte alle pes foure sectis to holde pus fredom
pat Crist 3af ;—panne shal pei not harme his Chirche, bope
bodili and goostli.

ON SEXAGESME SONDAI

[SERMON XIV.]

Libenter suffertis insipientes*.—2 Cor. xi. [19.] and xii.

Pouw techip in pis epistle, sum tyme bi maner of scorneful
speche, how pat sum fals apostlis disseyven pe puple pat pei

1 Possidonye, G. 2 S0 G and I; A has incipientes.

several minor branches of that great
order existing under particular in-
stitutions ; also the Premonstraten-
sian, or White canons, living under
the rule of St. Austin as reformed
by St. Norbert in the 12th century;
fourthly, the Gilbertine canons,
founded in 1148 by St. Gilbert of
Sempringham ; lastly, the Canons
Regular of the Holy Sepulchre,
founded about 1110,

* The biographer of St. Austin
(whose name was Possidius, not

Posidonius) relates, ch. xxiii., that
the saint supported himself and his
household, and his * compauperes,’
from the revenues derived from the
property of the see; but that he
disliked possessions of this kind,
and used to declare to his flock that
he would prefer to give back to
them all such endowments, and
trust to their alms and oblations;
which however the laity would
never consent to,
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speken to; and he medlip pe grace of God and condicioun of
trewe apostlis. He blamep first pis peple of Grece for pei
nurishiden siche fals apostlis, and seip bi a witty scorn, 3¢ deren
up wilfulli unwise men whan pal 3¢ ben wise men; as who seip,
in pis e ben foolis. [For 3¢ suffren, 31f ony man dryve you to
bondship, 3if ony man devoure 3oure goodis, 35f ony man lake
soure goodis, as 3if pei weren grauntid to him by God, 37/ ony
man hye his staat over pat Crist hiede his apostlis, 3¢/ ony man
smyte 30u in visage ouper of bodi or of soule. And pus it fallip
bi men to day pat ben disseyved bi pes newe ordris; for pei
suffren hem gladly as pei weren wise men and holy, and as it
were a wisdom to sussteyne hem in per folie; as pe puple bope
more and lesse suffren pe folie of pes freris, pat bryngen in per
newe customes, as 3if pei weren gospelis of Crist. And pis
is pe moste bondage pat may falle to men in erpe, sip for sich
ceremonyes men weren bonde in pe olde lawe; and certis pes
ceremonyes of pes newe ordris comen not to pe ceremonies
of God. And pus pes ordris devouren per goodis, and preisen
per ordres over Cristis ordre, and whan pei taken per children
and per goods as pei weren herne. And pei smyten ofte
seculer men in faces of per soulis, for pei taken bileve fro men,
and putten heresies perfore, as 3if pei smyten men in per face
and made hem bollun unkyndly.

And pus spekip Poul aftirward, By wmnobley ¥ speke, as we
weren sttke in pis part, pat have take fredom of Crist ;—but
nepeles, as Poul seip—Who pat dar preise him of good, ¥ dar
preyse me, seip Poul; but pis & foly and noo wisdom. Pei
preisen hem pat pei den Hebreus, ordeyned of God to blisse;
and Poul seip pat he is ordeyned pus, and an Zbrex to is
entent. Pei bosten pat per ben Jacobis somes, pat was a man
pat saw God ; and 3it Poul seip sopeli pat, ke is sone of Israel.
Pei seien pat pei den Abrakams kyn, to whom heven is bihigt;
but Poul seip pat he is oon to whom blisse is bihigt. Pei seien
at pe fourpe tyme pat, pei ben Cristis mynysiris ; but Poul, pat
kepte pe sect of Crist, seip pat ke &5 Cristis servaunt as pei.
And pus Poul preisip him over hem, as lasse wise, to confounden
hem; and seip he passip a point over hem in traveilinge for
Cristis lawe, for Ae was in margi/ traverlis, to teche Cristis lawe
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to pe puple, not for his owne wynnynge, but to preche Crist
to men, Poul was at pe secounde tyme, often in prisoun for
Crist. Poul was at pe pridde tyme, in woundis over mesure
for Crist. Poul was at pe fourpe tyme, offe tyme in many depis ;
for he was by fyve tymes beten bi ipocrisie of Jerwis ones lasse pan
Sourty tymes, as 3if pei hadden do mercy to him; Ae was pries
beten wip yerdis, and he was efle onys stoned. He was pries in
perel of pe see, for he was niyt and day in pe deep see ; he was
ofle tn perel of weies, tn perel of floodis, in perel of peves, in perel
of his owne Rynrede, in perilis of hepene men, in perelis in cifee,
in perelis in wildirnes, in perelis in pe see, in perilis of fals freris.
And pis peril of al pes eizt is pe moste, as Austyn seip*. And
so 3if freris kepen hem clene, and taken pis peril for Cristis
sake, pei ben in pe mooste peril, bope for prisonyng and sleyng
of freris. Biside al pes eizt perilis, Pou! was in traved and
myshef, in many fastingts, in coold and nakidnesse, biside po pat
ben wipouten, pat is kis ech day instaunce, bisynesse of alle chirches.
For Poul seip pat noon is syke, but 3if he be syke wip him in
sorwe. Who s sclaundrid wip synne, seip Poul, and ¥ am not
brent wip him in shame? 35/ d# nedip to have glorie, ¥ shal have
glorie in pes peynes of my sykenesse. And in al pis speche seip
Poul pat God woot pat ke lieh not.  Pe styward of Damaske of
pe folk of pe kyng, Areth, kepte pe citee of Damascenes fo take and
punishe. And by a wyndowe in a leepe was he laten doun bi pe
walle, and so he scapide pis mannt's hondis.

And 3tf it be nede to glorie, certis if spedip nof for himsilf.
For freris and peves ben often peyned, but pat is for per owne
folie. Poul seip pat, e skal come to pe sistis and tellingis of
pe Lord. For oure bileve techip us pat fro pe tyme of pe day
of dome men shulen se in Goddis Sone pingis pat bifore weren
hidde, and God shal panne tellen men resoun whi he ordeynede
pes pingis. And in tokene of calendisb of pis, Poul tellip of
himsilf, pat ke knowip a man in Crist, pal fourtene seer bifore

‘was ravishid, wheper in bodi or out of bodi he wool nevere, dut

God woot. For Poul knewe pat fourtene jeer bifore he was

» The reference is peihaps to b ¢ Calendis’ seems to be used here,
St. Augustine’s fifteenth Sermon, and a few lines below, in the sense
ch. vi. of ¢ first fruits’ or * initiation.’
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turned to Cristis sect, and in his fastyng of pre daies he saw
many pryvytees of God; and pis is clepid pe pridde hevene,
as Seint Austyn declarip®, Pe first hevene is bi bodili sigt, as
men seen here in lyf. Pe secounde is by ymagynacioun, as
men seen whan pei slepen. Pe pridde hevene is by undir-
stonding, as seintis seen pat ben in blisse ; and kalendis of pis
sit hadde Poul whan he was ravyshid. But Poul and Joon
namen here hem not, to teche us to flee vein glorie; but Poul
confessip his ignoraunce pat he not wheper he was ravishid in
bodi or out of bodi, bi his spirit taken fro his bodi. And here
men seen opynli pat mannis spirit is pe man himsilf; for Poul
wiste pat he was ravishid, but he wiste not wheper in soule
aloone. And Poul tellip after of himsilf, pat ke knowsp siche
a man, wheper tn bodi or out of bodi ke woot nevere, but God woo,
pat he was ravishid in to paradis of God, and pere he herde privy
wordes pat ben notl leveful fo speke here. Many musen what
wordis weren pes; and summe seien pat pei witen wel, but it
is not leveful for man to speke hem, and pus pei ben stille.
But sum men wenen pat pes wordis weren ordenaunce of men
to blis; and pes wordis shulden not be spoken, for peril pat
my3t come perof. For siche sigtis shulde Poul have glorie, and
noping for himsilf but in his peynes pat he hap here, and in hope
to come to blisse for hem. And 3it, 37/ man wole pus glorie,
him nedip to be nof unwise. And two pingis ben nedeful here,
Jal a man holde treupe, and gabbe not, and also pat he be not
proud of himsilf, but shewe here heynesse of God. And perfore
seip Poul, pat ke shal seie treupe, and pat he sparip lo speke here,
bat no man gesse of him over pis pat ke secp in me, or heerip ony
bing of me. Poul wolde not pat men gessiden pat he were holi
over pe sope, for pis is maner of ypocritis, pat hyen falsly per
owne state,

a 8, Aug. De Genesi ad Litt. cap.
xxxiv. By the first heaven, St.
Austin understood the visible hea-
vens over-arching the earth; by the
second, the region where things are
spiritually apprehended, but under
the forms of sense; by the third,
the region of intellectual intuition,

where truth ‘mente concipitur ita
secreta et remota et omnino abrepta
a sensibus carnis atque mundata, ut
ea quae in illo coelo sunt, et ipsam
Dei substantiam, Verbumque Deum
per quem facta sunt omnia, in cari-
tate Spiritus Sancti ineffabiliter
valeat videre et audire.
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And leste pat gretenesse of Goddis telling hye Poul above him-
silf, God 3af him a prikke of kis fleish, an angel of pe fend fo
fempte him. And herbi Poul wiste his owne freelte, and held
be bondis of mekenesses, sip an angel of Sathanas myst so ligthi
buffet his soule. But 3it ke predede God pries pat pis angel shulde
wende awey from him ; bul God seide to him ayen—My grace
is ynows to pee, for vertu growip in sykenesses.  And herfore seip
Poul pat ke wolde gladly have glorte in his syknesse, pai Cristis
vertue dwelle in him.

Here it is pertinent to speke of pride of pis ferpe sect®; for
freris, aljif pei ben ungroundid, hyen hem above apostlis, and
seien per ordre is moost holy of alle pe ordres pat ever God
ordeynede. And pus pei feynen blasfeme gabbingis, pat Crist
beggid as pei done, and on falsheed of sich blasfemes is holy-
nes of pes ordres feyned. But Crist slepte or knewe hem not,
but for to ordeyne peyne for hem. And pus Poul tellip a good
medecine, to rest in ordenaunce of Crist, and take no part in
pis newenesse pat pes ordres have broust inne. Wel we witen
pat pes habitis and pes cloistris, wip oper signes, ben broust inne
to blynde mennis ijen in holynesse of pes ipocritis, Wel we
witen pat Crist ordeynede fewe apostlis, to dwelle wip pe puple,
and bope in liif and in word to teche hem bi his lawe; and
bade not lumpis of ypocritis lyve as pes newe ordris. And pus,
bi lore pat Joon 3yvep, trewe men shulden not dele wip hem,
but 3if pei hadden hope to turne hem to Cristis sect fro per
vanite. For wel we witen pei bynden hem more to holynes
bi per signes, and wel we witen pei myzten as myche holden
holynes wip comoun signes. And pus pes ypoecritis bynden
hem, wipouten cause, over per power. And sip pei putten abak
Cristis ordenance, and perfourmyng of his lawe, and wip pis
falshede spuylen 3e puple bope of vertues and worldly goodis,
many benken pei ben heretikes, and foulen men pat mayn-
teynen hem.

! Soin G; A and I read bes foure sectis.
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ON QUINQUAGESME SONDAI PISTLE®

[SERMON XV.]

St lingui's hominum loguar.—~1 CoR. xiii. [1.]

Pouw tellip in pis epistle® how men shulden knowe charite,
and how men shulden kepe charite, and pis lore is ful nedeful
to ech membre of holy Chirche. First Poul tellip how nedeful
is charite bifore oper, and bigynnep at pe heirest® werk pat man
hap in holy Chirche. Poul seip, 3¢ ke speke wip mannis longis
and angel tunges, and he hap not charite, ke is made as bras
sounnynge and a cymbal tynkyng. It is knowun bi bileve pat
preching and oper speche is pe heirest dede of man, whan pat
it is wel done; but however a man speke in dyvers tungis of
men, ouper English or Frenshe, Latyn or oper langage, his vois
is like a sound of bras pat distriep himsilf, but 3if he have
charite, bi which he deservep blisse. For sich men by longe
tyme wasten hemsilf, and largen per peyne. And on pe same
maner, §if man speke in angel tunge, wip clere vois or florishid
wordis, speke he nevere so sutilly, 3if he wante charite wip pis,
he is as a tynkyng cymbale; for he profitip not to disserve blis,
but wastip him to his dampnyng.

Aftir seip Poul, paf 3¢/ ke have profecie, and knowe al pryvyiees,
and have al maner of science ; and 3if he have al pileve, so myche
pat ke translate hilles, and he have not charite, ke is no3t to holy
Chirche. Pes foure, clepid vertues of pe undirstonding of man,
may be wipouten charite, and pan pei serven not to blis. Many
men mai kunne myche and lyve yvel, not pereafter, as a man
mai worche woundris bi pe worching of a fend. And so it is
to nakyd prof® to preise men for siche worching. And pus
men mai have bileve unformed bi charite, and sich bileve

3 chapitle, E. 2 byeste, E. 3 prove, E.
s From this goint to the end of sistance of the excellent manuscript

the sermon on the Epistle for Trin-  E, (Douce 321).
ity Sunday, we have again the as-
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profitip not, sip pe fend hap siche bileve. And pus men maj
have prophecie, and al pes habitis in per soule, and be schrewid
wirchirs ¥, wip yvel wille of per soule. And pus seip Crist in pe
gospel, Sire, propheciede we not in pi name, and castiden out
fendis in pi name from men? and 3it he knowip hem not to
blisse. e pridde tyme seip God in Poul, pat 3¢f ke dele al his
goodis into melis of pore men, and yyve his bodi so pat he brenne,
as sum men done in heresie, and ke have not charite wip pis, ke
profitip not to blis.

And sip pes werkes and pes groundis semen to make holy
men, and ech man wolde by kynde be blessid, it were aftir to
wite how men shulden knowe charite, sip it is so nedeful to men
to come to pe blisse of hevene. And perfore in pis secound
parte of pis epistle tellip Poul sixtene condiciouns by which men
may knowe pis love. e firste is pat, charite i&s pacient, and so
meke pat it? conformep his wille mekely to Goddis wille; and
pus he gnawip him not to dep for noping pat fallip in pe world,
but for good ping pat fallip he hap a brennyng love to God.
And pis is clepid denggnite, bi speche pat Poul spekip here.

Pe pridde tyme tellip Poul pat, charite hap noon envie, and he
spekip of charite in his name pat holdip it. And pus men may
wante envie, and reprove men in Cristis name, for love pat pei
have to God and for profit to his Chirche; for pus dide Crist
ful sharply, and he myste not wante pis love. Pe fourpe con-
dicioun of pis love is, pat it doip not amys ; for what ping pat he
doip, his last entent is to do Goddis wille, and so to profit of
his Chirche aftir pe lawe pat he hap 3ovun. And pus al pes
foure sectis semen to faile in charite, for pei leven Goddis lawe
and worchen by per feyned fyndingis; and so pei leven Goddis
worship, and traveilen moost for per owne wynnyng. Pe fifpe
condicioun of pis love is pat, & bolnep not &i pride. For he
penkep mekely how he is a lowe servaunt of God, and so
ypocrisie makip not pat he hye him over resoun.

Pe sixte maner of charite is, pat ¢ is not coveifous. FEch man
shulde coveite blis, and vertuous dedis to do perfore; but Poul
spekip of coveitise pat is contrarious to pis ende, as many men
languishen for pryde, to have a stat pat God wole not. And

Y worcheris, E. ? So E; A reads be,
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pus al pes foure sectis semen to faile in pis point, for pei
coveiten pat mannis wille go forp, and Goddis wille be put
abac. And so pei have algatis envie, and done amys as proude
men, for pei coveiten per owun worship, and leven pe worship
of God. Pe sevenpe condicioun of pis love is pat, if sekip not
kis owme pingds, but to worship of God and to profit of his
Chirche it ! entendip to do his dedes after pe lawe pat God hap
jovun. And here it semep pat pes foure sectis failen foule in
pis poing, for ech on sekip pat his ordre and his reule be
meyntened more pan pe comoun ordre of Crist, or pe lawe pat
he hap jovun,

Pe eigtipe condicioun of pis love is, pat # & not stired fo
wrappe. For sip he is pacient, and trowip pat God mut have
his wille, he holdip him paid wip what pat fallip, in pat pat it is
Goddis wille. And pis failip in pes foure sectis, for pei taken
per owun veniaunce, beside pe lawe pat God hap 3ovun, as 3if
pei weren more hey pan Crist. Pe nynpe condicioun of pis love
is pat, #f castip not yvel, for it castip to worshipe God, and
menes pat leden herto. Lord, where pes foure sectis casten to
have per owun wille more bisili pan pe wille of God! and pan
pei ben al yvel. De tenpe condicioun of pis love is pat, # joiep
not on wickednesse, but hap sorwe pat ony man doip asens
Goddis wille. But 3it of pe same ping hap he bope joie and
sorwe. He hap sorwe of pe synne, bi resoun pat it unlikip God,
and he hap joy of pe same synne, by resoun pat God puniship
it wel. And here it semep pat pes foure sectis have joie of per
owun ping, and seien pat God forbede pat Cristis ordenance
were fulfillid; and pus pei reversen in dede pe wille of God in
many maners.

Pe enlevenpe condicioun of pis love is pat, it joieh fo treupe.
Treupe is God and his lawe, and whan pis lawe is wel kept,
panne pis charite hap joie. And here pes foure ordres semen
to grutche myche agens pis treupe, for pei magnefien per lawes,
and executen hem bisili; but how pat Goddis lawe is broken
pei rekken to litil, so per state stonde. Pe twelfpe condicioun
of pis love is pat, i suffrip al pingis, for it joiep of ech treupe in
as myche as it likip God. Lord, whi wolen not pes foure sectis

t So E; A has be.
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suffre pat Goddis word renne, and pat Cristis ordenaunce stood
hool? sip it were best, as pei graunten. But certis panne alle
bes foure sectis shulden leve per patrouns and per reulis, and
come clenly to Cristis sect; and who shulde grutche ajens
pis? ‘

De prittenpe condicioun of pis love is pat i trowip alle pingis;
ffor ping and treupe is al oon, and so al treupis ben trowid of
it. And pus it trowip and assentip to al maner of treupe and
resoun. But how failip he not here, pat lettip pus Cristis or-
denance, and doip harm to many men, bope to per bodi and
to per soule? Pe fourtenpe condicioun of pis love is pat, &
hoptp alle pingis ; for it hopip pat ordeyned treupe helpip to
alle good men, and pis charite hopip to have parte of pis helpe.
Here failen pes newe sectis, pat dreden hem pat pei shulen faile
from worldli favour and worldly wynnyng, and pat Goddis lawe
shal be kepte clene; and pus pei dispeiren in Iyf of pe fruyt of
Goddis lawe. De fiftenpe condicioun of pis love is pat, 1/ sus-
teynep al pingis ; for it helpip to holde al treupe, and abidip pe
ende perof. For after pe day of dome shal be fruyt of al
treupe; and pes pat ben unpacient pat Goddis lawe ritid hem,
failen in pis condicioun, sip pei trustyn to mennis lawes.

Pe sixtenpe condicioun and pe laste pat folwip pis charite, is
pat # fallip never awey, neiper in pis world ne in pe toper. For
Goddis love may not faile, sip God mai not ceese to ordeyne
pes men to come to blis, pe which he wole ever have blis. And
bis love pat is in God mut have sich charite in man. Loke pou
pes condiciouns, wheper pou have hem al in pee; and 3if pou
hast not, be aboute for to have hem al hool, and pan pou hast
wipouten doute pis love pat mut bringe to blis. And of pis
techip Poul pe excellence of charite; and pis is pe pridde part
of pis epistle, and makip ende of pis glorios lore. Charite is
woundirful good, as men mai se of wordis bifore. And charite
mut ever last, epir in lyf or in half iyf, for it is not ful clene
bifore pat men comen to blisse. But wheper pat prophecies
shulen be voidid, or pat pingis shulen ceese, or pat pis science shal
be distruyed’,—and alle pes pree mut nedis faile,—pis charite
shal nevere faile. For sumwhat we knowun in certeyn, as is

! distroyde, E.
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beyng of oure God; and sumwhat we prophecien, as pingis of pe
laste day; dutf whan pat shal come pat is perfit, pis pat is unperfit
shal be avoidid. And so sipen?® at pe day of dome men shulen
have ful knowyng and blis, pe grees of cunnynge and joie here
mut nedis passe, and pe ending mut come. And puys seip Poul
of himsilf, and so it is of al pis Chirche; Whan ¥ was ktil, ¥V
spake as 3ong, I undirstood as 3ong, I pouzte as 3ong ; bul whanne
I was maad man, I avoidide pes werkes of a 3ong child. And so
it is of alle men pat shulen come after to blis, We seen now ¢
a myror, in fer si3/, and unpropre, but we shulen se after in blis
pe firste troupe face fo face. Poul seip, ke knowip now by a parte,
and not fulli; and panne he shal knowe in blisse, as ke is knowun
fulli of God. And of pes wordis may men gedre pat, row
dwellen pes pree vertues, bileve, hope, and charite, but moost of pes
is charite. '

And 3if pis epistle of Poule were fulli executid as it shulde,
pe rewme of Yngelond shulde be dischargid of pes foure sectis
pat ben spoken of; and pan myjste pe rewme dispende many
hundrid pousand marke more pan it dispendip now, al3if? pes
sectis weren avoidid. Marke what alle pes sectis dispenden in
oure rewme for a j3eer, and jyve alle pes to men in charite.
For 3if pes foure failen in charite, oure rewme shulde drawe
from hem pis parte. But rekene how myche pis comep to, and
bigynne pou to wite of hem what ping is pe sacrid oost, wip
resoun of Goddis bileve; and pat pei tellen not here to pe kyng
but ping pat pei wolen stonde by, to suffre martirdome of men,
and losse of al pat pei have of oure rewme; and pan myste pe
kyng wite how he shulde put out al pes foure. And over pis he
myjt more dispende bi many hundrid pousend marke, and pe
rewme were more plentenous to bryng forp men to pe blis of
hevene. And pus it fallip kyngis to do, by pe office pat God
hap jovun hem.

t sip, E. * 3f, E.
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FIrST SoNDAI PISTLE IN LENTE,

[SERMON XVI.]

Hortamur vos ne in vacuum.~—2z Cor. vi. [1.]

Pouw tellip in pis epistle how alle Cristene men shulden flee
to take in veyn Goddis grace, and how pei shulden worche of
pis. We supposen of bileve pat ech good ping pat we have,~—
be it staat, be it cunnyng,—ech sich ping is Goddis grace; for
God 3yvep it graciously, for man shulde serve to him bi it.
And pus he takip Goddis grace in veyne pat takip his grace
and levep his servyce. And herfore bygynnep Poul pus; We
moneste 3ou pat 3¢ take not pus in veyn pe grace of God. And pis
word myst be seid to ech man in pis lyf. And sip defaute is not
in God, but al defaute is in his servantis, Poul movep over pis
word anoper word of greete witt. Certis God sefp to pes men,
Incovenable tyme ¥ have herd pee, and in day of helpe ¥ have helpid
Jee.  First, men bidden to God per preier, pat he helpe hem in
tyme of nede; and 3if pis be resounable, God helpip hem in
covenable tyme; and whanne tyme comep pat God 3yvep helpe,
he helpip men as he hap bihizt. And pes wordis of Ysaye ben
general and in good ordre. For first God hirep men and jyvep
menes, and sip, whan nede is, he helpip. As first God bryngip
man by jongpe, and sip he 3yvep helpe to man as in tyme of
mannis deep; and after, whan he jyvep hem blisse, panne God
helpip man at pe fulle, and helpip bifore to pis ende. And pus,
in age of holy Chirche, God herde pis maiden in many seintis,
and aftirward in tyme of grace he helpip pis Chirche to come to
hevene. And perfore seip Poul pus; Lo, now o fyme acceptable ;
lo, now is pe date of helpe, fro tyme pat Crist styede up to
hevene. And so je shulden lyve in pis tyme, pat 3¢ 3eve noon
offence o ony, pat Joure seryyse be not blamed, and pat God heere
not gour preier. But in alle pingis yyve we us as mynystris of God
in tyme of grace pat he hap jovun. Now, whan holy Chirche is
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older, and hap taken more grace of God, she shulde bisilier
serve to him, and more perfitly bi resoun.

And pus tellip Poul eigt and twenti condiciouns pat she
shulde kepe now. First, she shulde Zave myche pacience, for she
hap lerid pis of Crist, and of many of his membris; and pus pis
lore shulde be knowun beter. Aftir pe Chirche shulde more
stably suffre fribulaciouns, ffor assaiyng of a ping shulde teche
for to knowe pat ping. And so men shulden now be & nede,
bope suffrynge and helpynge, And so servantis of Crist
shulden be now in anguishe, in woundis, and tn prisouns; in
stryves, tn lravedis, and in wakingis ; in fastingis, and in
chastile ; in science and in long abiding ; in sweinesse, in pe Holy
Goost, tn chartle not falsly feymed; in word of treupe, and in
Goddis vertu; bif armes of rijtwisnes on bope sides, in doynge
good and suffryng wrong. Awnd so b7 glorye and unnobley, as
done seintis pat have lerned to take gladly per reproves, &y
yvel los and good loos, to pe world and to seintis in heven ;—for
comunly men pat serven God ben foolis to pe world and wyse
to seintis; as disseyveres and lrewe men ; for Goddis servauntis
shulen have a name of pe world pat pei disseyven men, and 3it
pei shulen holde treuly pe sentence of Goddis lawe. And pus
et shulden be as knowun and unknowun men, to God and seintis,
for pei shulen not accepte persones, but telle treuly Goddis
word, as pei weren not knowun of men, but as aungels pat
camen fro hevene; as men pat weren diynge and 3t lyvyng in
grace of God. Poul and oper apostlis of Crist weren diynge
as anentis per bodi, and 3it pei weren growinge and lyvynge as
anentis pe vertues of per soule. Pei shulden serve, as chastisid
men and no! as men pal weren deed, sip pei shulden be quyk in
soule, and take gladly tormentinge, and wite wel pat per spirit
bi pis is strengpid in God; as sorewful to worldly gamen *, but
ever more joiynge in God; and here shulden many men lernen
to be sadde as angels ben. And men shulden be as nedy, for, as
pore men of worldly goodis, dut per shulden make many men
ricke, in vertues and in medeful dedis; as Aavyng not® on
worldly maner, and havyng alle pingis bi title of grace. Ech of

1 So E; A includes these three words in the quotation. ? noust, E.
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pes pointis pat Poul tellip mai be alargid to pe puple, and
declared diffusely ! after pat God movep pe speker.

PE SECUNDE SONDAI IN LENTE,

[SERMON XVII.]

Rogamus vos et obsecramus.—1 Trssan, [THEss.] iv. [1.]

Pouw techip in pis epistle how Cristene men shulden lyve
togidere, and holde hem ever in Cristis lawe, pat is taugt bi his
apostlis. And Poul bigynnep wip pis praier, for non par? kepe
bis but 3if he wole; and pus holdinge of Goddis lawe shulde be
willeful and medeful. We praten 30u and bisechen jou in pe Lord
Jesus, seip Poul, pat as 3¢ kave taken of us how 3¢ molen wandre
ang plese lo God, so wandre 3¢ in pis Iyf, pat 3¢ abounden more in
vertues, as 3¢ ben growynge in eelde. Poul preiep on two
maners, as Crist is of two kyndis. His manheed is signefied bi
comoun prejer maad to man, his biseching tellip his Godhede,
pat is special praier of man. As 3if men praieden namyng holy
ping, as who seip, Y biseche God bi vertue of his passioun pat
he helpe me in my nede. And pus is love of Crist axid, bope bi
his manheed and bi his Godhed. And nede is knittid bi Poul
herto, whan he seip pat 3¢ moten wandre pus 3if 3¢ wolen be
saved.

And to pis taken men litil hede of pes foure sectis pat we
have told; for pei leven Poulis lore, and feynen hem a newe
reule, pat is opir biside Goddis lawe or contrarye perto. For
Crist seip, Who is not wip me, he is even ajens me. And pus,
sipen pes newe reulis letten pe reule pat Crist hap 3ovun, pei ben
ri3t contrarye perto and devyden fro Cristis ordre. And pis
devysioun was sum tyme clepid heresie of wise men, And so
noon of pes wandrip as Cristen men moten wandre, For sip
bifore pes foure camen inne, men wandriden picke and streigt
to hevene, but for pe tyme sipen pei camen in, hap ben here hate
and wey to helle.

1 So E; A has defusely. 2 none par, E.
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But Poul seip to Cristene men, pat pei witen what comande-
mentis he hap sovun hem, bf oure Lord Jesus Crist. And pei
shulden be not suspect, for pei sounnen not to propre wyn-
nyng, but to worship of God, and to savyng of mannis soule.
And perfore seip Poul here pat, pis &5 pe wille of God, 30ure
holynesse ; and pat stondip in service of God as he biddip. And
blessid be sich a Lord pat biddip but profit of his servaunt, not
profit of himsilf, but honest and ligt ping to do. And so, men
shulden absteyne hem fro lecherte, for pat is foule. And so ech
Cristene man shulde cunne kepe his vessel in holynesse. Pe vessel
of a mannis soule is his body pat holdip it; and whan pis vessel
is holy, pe soule perinne mut nedis be hooly. Sum men undir-
stonden here pat Poul spekip to weddid men, pat moten nedis
have wyves to kepe hem fro lecherie, so pat ech sich man cunne
kepe his vessel in hoolynesse, gendre and 3yve dette whann it
is tyme, and trete his wyf as his felowe. We reproven not pis
witt, for God is large in his lore. And panne, men kepen pis
vessel in honour and not in passioun of fleishli desire, as hepen men
pat knowen not God, ne how he wolde be served in clennesse.
And clerkes speken pus of passiouns pat ben lustis biside resoun.

And beside pis lecherie is a synne among pe puple, pat is
pryde and worldly coveitise, pat foulip here many men. Per ben
ful many here on lyve, pat ben not paied wip her staat, but gone
bi pryde above per breperen, and of pis comen figtyng and stryf.
And many men ben coveitouse, and bigilen per breperen in
chaffaryng and comen about hem many weies, to bigile hem of
per goodis. And bope pes two forfendip Poul; and biddip, pas
noon go aboven bi pryde, ne pus go aboute his broper, for God
wole venge al pes. For pes ben pryde and coveitise, pat quenchen
mekenesse and charite, as Poul hap, seid ofte bifore, and wit-
nessid bi Goddis lawe. And pes two synnes ben ful comoun,
and nedeful to warne folk of. For who wolde bi good resoun
pat ony man servede hym pus? And so God mut nedis venge
him of men pat breken pus his heste. And, for God kap not
cleptd us to unclennesse but fo hoolynesse, men pat serven him pus
falsly mote nedis be punishid for per falsnes. It is foule to be
a lecchoure, and foule to dispise pi broper, and foule to bigile
him in worldly goodis, pat ben dritt.
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And pus, ke pat dispisep his lore, he dispiseh not al oonly man,
out God, pat 3af kis holy spirit in hi's apostlis, for his goodnesse and
for love of his Chirche. And pus, whan men heeren Goddis
word, pei shulde not loke to per broper but to God and his
wordis, and worshipe hem for Goddis sake. And wolde God
pat men token hede to speche of Poul in pis place, to holde
vertues and flee heredies, for bope ben nedeful to men. Panne
men shulden heere Goddis word gladly, and dispise fablis, and
erre not in pis sacrid oost, but graunte pat it is two pingis,
bope breed and Goddis body,—but principaly Goddis bodi.
And certis he pat dispisip pe prechoure whan he prechip Goddis
wordis, dispisip bope God and man, but moost to charge pe
Godhede. And pus men pat dispisip® pis lore of pis holy
sacrament, dispisen God and seien pat he is fals; and pis isa
foul blasfemye.

PE PRIDDE SONDAI PISTLE IN LENTE.

[SERMON XVIIL]

Estote imitatores Dei—E¥rEc, [EpuEs.] v. [1.]

Pouw biddip in pis epistle pat men shulden be Goddis chil-
dren, and sue Crist in maner of lyf as dereworpe ? children of
him, And here men shulden take as bileve, pat ech man here
on lyve is holden to sue Crist upon peyne of dampnyng in
helle. For 3if a man wole be saved, he mut nedis be Goddis
child, and jif a man be Goddis child pan he suep God in
maners, and pis childhode is pe derrest pat may falle here to
men. Sum men ben here mennis children, pat pei loven for
per pewes; and pis childhode is dere 3if it be groundid in vertues.
Sum men ben mennis children, for pei camen of per kynde;
and pis childhede is betere 3if vertues be castid perto. But
sum men ben children of God, for pei lyven perfitli in vertues,
and loven Goddis lawe to per ende; and pes ben pe derrest
children. And herfore biddip Poul here, pat we shulen &e

L dispisen, K. ? derworbe, E.
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Jolowers of God, as moost dere worpe children. And blynde men

stonden here agen, whanne men aleggen Cristis dedis and his
lyf and his wordis, and seien, Lo, pis heretike wolde be even wip
Crist, but no man may be so. Here pes foolis shulden wite, pat
it is al dyvers to folowe Crist in maner of lyvyng, and to be
even wip him. Ech man shulde desire pe first, but no Cristene
man pe secound. And so ech Cristene man shulde take skile
of Iyf, of wordis, and werkes, of Crist, and perafter sue him,
ouper nerrer or ferrer; for 3if he reverse Crist in pis, he goip
streijt pe weye to helle. And men may see bi pis skile pat pis
is excusyng in synne,

And perfore seip Poul aftir, pat we shulden wandren in love,
but as Crist hap loved us. Per ben pre loves of man, fleishli
love, and worldly love, and pe pridde is hevenly love; and bi
pis love Crist lovede us, and bi ensaumple of pis love ech man
shulde love his broper. And perfore seip Crist bi Joon, A new
mandement Y 3yve jou, pat 3e love 3ou togider rizt as Y have
loved jou. Crist 3af himsilf for us, dope offryng and oost unto
God, pat is his Fadir, into smellyng of swetesse’, Tt is knowun
by bileve how mankynde trespasside to God, and how bi Goddis
rigtwisnesse pat trespas mut nedis be punishid, and how it my3t
not be punishid to savyng of mannys kynde, but 3if Crist, bope
God and man, hadde offrid himsilf upon pe tree. And pis
offryng was sacrifice made to God for oure good. And herfore
seip Crist bi Joon, pat no man hap more love pan pis, to putte
his lif for his breperen; and pus Crist is of moost love. We
shulden sue Crist aferre in pis love by oure power, and offre
oure body to pe Fadir of heven, for love and profite of oure
neigbore.  And sip ech man shulde serve God bope bi bodi and
bi soule, eche man shulde sue here Crist bi trewe servise to God.
And sip pis martirdoom of Crist was so swete bifore God, Poul
clepip it witly siche an offryng bifore God into smelling of
swetnesse, for dedis pat plesen to God moten smelle wel bifore
God. And here seien many men, pat men slayn in worldly
cause ben but stynkynge martires, and offringis to pe fend.

And herof concludip Poul, pat six synnes shulde be fled, as is

! swetnesse, E.
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Sornicacioun, and al unclennesse of man, or avarice’, synne of pe
world, & nof nemyd in Jou, as it semep in holy men, or filpe or foli
speche, or harlotric pat perieyneh not fo ping of blis; but more,
use 3e 3oure speche clenly in pankyngis of God ; for wite 3¢ pis
and undirstonde, as bileve of Cristene men, pat ech lechour, or
unclene man, or averous man pat servep lo mawmeltss, hap noon
heritage in pe rewme of Crist, pat is bope God and man, Sip
ech man makip pat his God pat he lovep moost of alle, and an
averous man lovep more worldy goodis pan he lovep God, sip
he levep rigtwisnes for love of siche worldly goodis, it is knowun
pat he is fals and out of rigt bileve of God, for he makip siche
goodis his mawmetis, which muten nedis be fals goddis. And
pus it is of oper synnes, pat men fallen ofte inne. In pe first
fleishly synne ben many speces, as men knowun; and Poul
understondip hem alle bi unclennesse, as sam men seyen®
Opir men seyen?® wel ynows, pat Poul tellip pes pree synnes,
fleishli synne, and synne of pe fend, and synne of pe world, as
alle synnes. For alyif alle synnes ben unclene, 3it pes pre
synnes of pe fend—pryde, envie, and ire per sister,—maken
man more like to pe fend, and bi pis prynte of pe fend pei ben
more foule bifore God.

Poul biddip here to trewe men, paf no man bigile hem in bileve
& veyn wordds which pei speken, pat pes ben no synnes or ligt;
as lecherie is kyndeli, as pei seien, and mankynde kyndely hap
love of his owne excellence, sip pat God hap 3ovun it him, and
God hap 3ovun pis world to man, to serve him bi helpe perof.
Siche veyn wordis pat excusen synne done myche harme
among men, as Adam and Eve weren bigilid bi veyn speche of
pe serpent, and so weren many oper after, unbilevynge treupe of
Goddis lawe. For if we taken hede to ire of God, or in old
lawe or in be newe, it cam bi synne pat was brougt in bi siche
fals and gilynge wordis. And perfore shulde 3¢ not wille to be
maad perceyneris® of hem, neiper spekyng pus, ne trowinge, ne
nurishinge sich fals speche. For 3¢ weren sum tyme derknessis,
but now 3e ben I3t in pe Lord. Men pat ben encombrid in

1 So E; A includes as és in the quotation. ? Soin E; A has seen.
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synne ben made derke and blind wip synne; but men pat ben
in ligt of grace knowun synne as motis in pe sunnebemes. And
perfore, wandre 3¢ as children of U3/, in clennesse. Pe fruyt of
Iyt stondip in pes pre, in al maner of goodnesse, and ri3fwisnesse,
and trewpe. Pes pre wordis, pat ben according to pe holy
Trinite, wolen make a man vertuous, and fleynge pree maners
of synnes.

ForbE SONDAI IN LENTE.

[SERMON XIX.]

Scriptum est enim quia Abrakam.—GAL. iv. [22.]

Pout tellip in pis epistle of fredom of Cristene men, how pei
have per ernes here, and fully fredom in hevene. And pus
wole Poul in tyme of grace pat Cristene men ben more free
pan fadris weren in pe olde lawe, by fredom pat Crist hap 3ovuan.
Poul seip pat, i7 &s writun in pe first boke of Goddis lawe, paf
Abrakam hadde two sones, Ysmael and Ysaac; Ismael was of
pe hond-maiden, pe which was clepid Agar, and Fsaac of his
weddide wyfe, pe which was clepid Sara. But pe first, pat was
born of pe servaunt, was born bi pe fleishe ; pe toper, born of pe
Jree wyfe, was born bi byheest of God. Pe first boke of Goddis
lawe tellip how Abraham in his myddil age gate Ismael his sone,
whanne he hadde kyndely strengpe ; but whanne bope he and
his wyf weren passid pe tyme of child-getyng, God behizt* hem
Isaac, and tolde what shulde worpe of him. And pes two
children of Abraham bitokenen two lawes of God, and two
children pat God hap. Pe first child shal be dampned, pe
secounde shal be saved. And so men seien comounly, pat
holy writ hap foure wittis. Pe first witt is of pe storye, or even
as pe wordis shulden tokne. Pe secounde witt is allegoryke,
pat figurip ping pat men shulden trowe; as pes two sones of
Abraham figuren pes two pingis. Pe pridde witt is tropologik ?,

1 bibyste, E. 2 So E; troplogyke, A.
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pat bitokenep witt of vertues, Pe fourp witt is anagogyke, pat
bitokenep ping to hope in blisse. Poul seip here pe secound
witt, and he hadde autorite perto. Pes fwo sones ben two lestamentis
in figure, as God spekip ofte. Pe first sone is pe olde lawe;
Bt first lawe was in pe hill of Synay, and gedride men into servage,
and pis is Agar in figure. Synay is an kill in Arabye, pat is
joyned lo Jerusalem here, and pe Chirche pat is here seruvep in
praldom, wip hir children; but pat Jerusalem pat is above, pat
is pe Chirche pat hap overcome, she is_free, and she is oure modir,
for Crist oure heed is per wip hir.

Poul as a good doctour feynep no fable by mannys witt, but
he seip pat it is writun in pe lawe of oure bileve. And wolde
God pat pes prechours wolde do so in oure daies, til men
cowden Goddis lawe, and lyveden aftir pis bileve. And sum
men have myche confort in pis treupe pat is pus writun; for
pei witen it mai not be fals but mut nedis be fulfillid of God;
and herfore pei ben pacient, and joyful in per turmentyng.
And pus seip Poul to pe Romayns, Al pingis pat ben writun,
and algatis in Goddis lawe, pei ben writun to oure lore, and
specialy for pes two endis, pat we kepe pacience, and be in
confort of holy writ. And pis bileve, pat we trowun pat Goddis
ordenaunce mut nedis stonde, and al opir ordenaunce mut
nedis be quenchid at pe laste, confortip many Cristene men
to stonde bi Goddis ordenaunce, for nedis pis ordenaunce mut
be holy, and at pe last overcome al opir. And he pat stondip
for Goddis lawe pus in clene charite here, mai be exposid and
pursued in worldli goodis and in his bodi, but he may not
wante meede pat passip al pis harm and peyne. Sip worldly
good is but litil, and pis lyf is short and peyneful, it were a
wyse change to man to suffre pus for pe betere. And pus he
is traitour and coward, pat dar not telle Goddis rigt for drede
of losse of worldli goodis, or for losse of his bodi.

And for pis praldom pat fallip, bope to men of pe olde lawe
and to men pat shulen be dampned, # #s writun pus in Ysay;
Be glade pou chirche of hepene men pat now art barayne of
goostly children, and bryngist but fewe children to hevene, for
pe spouse of holy Chirche is not 3it joyned to pee, bi pe grace

pat Crist shal 3yve whan he shal clepe hepene men, For tyme
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shal come pat pis chirche pat is now bareyne of children of
God, shal have moo goostli children pan pe chirche of Jewes
bat now hap spouse. And for joie of pis bileve pou shuldist
brest out and crye. And pus Poul aleggip to Romaynes many
prophecies of pis. But Poul discendip to pis figure, and seip
in pis tyme of grace, We ben children of biheste, as Fsaac was,
Abrahams sone ; and so we ben children of pe free modir, and
shulde be tretid now as free. .Buf ri3f as pe sone of Abraham
pat was first born, and fleishl, pursuede his goosili sune, pat was
born spirituali, so it fallijp now-a-daies of men pat God hap
ordeyned to peyne, and men pat he hap ordeyned to blisse, and
men of pe olde lawe and pe newe. But what seip holy writt?
Cast out pe hand-mayden and hir sone. So we shulden caste
out now cerymonies of pe olde lawe. For as pe child of pe
hond-maiden was not eyr wip pe child of pe fre wyf, so kepyng
of pes cerymonyes shulde not laste wip pe blisse of hevene.
And in tyme of pis fredom pat i3 ny3 to pat ful fredom, shulde
not pe Chirche be bounden wip pat praldom as it was first,—
and specialy sip it lettip to renne swiftly to blis of heven, as
kyndely movyng is swift agens his ende, by helpe perofs. And
so, breperen, we shulden penke pat we ben nof children of Agar,
but children of pe free wife, by whick fredom Crist hap maad
us free.

For fredom!® is myche coveytid, as men witen kyndely;
but more shulde pis betere fredom be coveitid of Cristen men.
But it is knowun pat Anticrist hap more prallid now pe Chirche
pan it was in pe olde lawe, whan pei myjten not bere pat service.
And Anticrist makip now newe lawes, and groundip hem® not
on God and man. For mo cerymonyes ben now broust in
pan weren in e olde lawe, and more tarien men to come to
hevene, pan diden in pe olde lawe tradiciouns pat weren founden
of scribis and Pharisees. And o rote of pis praldom is lordship
pat Anticrist hap; for he chalengip to be ful lord, bope goostli

' So E; A has Lord, sip fredom. 2 S0 E; A has bim.

» Especially since it—the thraldom  motion proceeds swiftly towards its
of ceremonies—hinders the Christian  own end), by help of the freedom
from running swiftly to the bliss of  which is his right.
heaven (in the same way as natural
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and temporal; and so he tariep Cristene men to serve Crist
in his fredom. So pat Cristene men may seye, as pe poete seip
in proverbe,—pe frogge seide to pe harwe, cursid be so many
lordis. Now Cristene men ben chullid, now wip popis, and
now wip bishopis, now wip cardinalis of popis, now wip prelatis
under bishopis; and now pei clouten per shone wip censuris,
as who shulde chulle a foot-balle. But certis Baptist was not
worpi to Joose pe thwong of Cristis shoo ; and more, Anticrist
hap no power to lette pe fredom pat Crist hap broust. Crist
3af pis fredom to men to come liztli to blis of hevene, but Anti-
Crist chullip men, to 3elde hem to 3yve hym moneye. And so
pis servage is foule, bope for pis lord and his lawes; for it is
foule to bere dritt bi pe servise made to fend. But ever pes
ypocritis dreden pat Goddis lawe shulde be shewid, and pei
convict of falshede, for God and his lawe ben more strong.
Pes ypocritis may for a tyme holde men in pe fendis praldom,
and feynen pat pei 3yven leve to synne, or gabbe on God, pat
is worse, pat it is nedeful to obeishe pus.

ON PASSIOUN SONDAI PISTLE.

[SERMON XX.]

Christus assistens pontifex.—Epr, [Hesr.] ix. [11.]

Povuw techip in pis epistle pe excellence pat Crist hadde over
bishopis of pe olde lawe, al 3if pei alle figuriden Crist; and
pis was pertynent to speke to Jewis, pat knewen pe olde lawe.
Poul bigynnep and seip to hem pat, Crist was bishop, and nyze
to God, sip he was bope God and man, and so was noon of
pe olde lawe. And pus he passide in pre pointis bishopis of
pe olde lawe. Tirst ke was dishop of goodis of blis, pe which
goodis ben hopid to come. And pus seip Petre, pat Crist is
bishop of soulis, for he is Lord of hem. Bishopis of pe olde
lawe kilden beestis, and diden sum good in pat pat pei figuriden
Crist, and his passioun pat boust mankynde. Pe toper excel-
lence of Crist is, pat his tabernacle is betere pan weren al pes
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tabernaclis pat weren in pe olde lawe; for Cristis tabernacle
is pe world; and Poul seip pat, pis labernacle is more large
and more perfit pan was pe tabernacle of Moyses, for pis was not
maad by man, but maad of no3t by God almyyty. But Moises
tabernacle was maad and born, to grete traveile of preestis.
Pe pridde excellence of Crist is pat his sacrifice is beter, and
made more perfitli pan sacrifice of olde bishopis. Bishopis of
pe olde lawe sacrifieden kidis blood, or blood of geet!, or of
calvys. But Crist passide al pes figuris,—/or Crist b5 his owun
blood entrid oomys in tfo heven, and pere he foond ever lastyng
byging ? pat noon oper bishop myjst come to. And so he entride
oonys for ever to hevene, pe ynner part of pis temple. But
bishopis of pe olde lawe weren nedid to entre jeer bi 3eer, and
3it pei entriden not in to hevene, but in to a litil holet pat was
pe west part of pe tabernacle; and alif pis figuride hevene,
3it mannis blis was not pereinne. But entring of Crist to
heven, in to a place more holy and large, was in to pe same
place where is blisse wipouten ende. And pus, sip Crist is God
of hevene, and his manheed is so nyje God, oure bishop Crist
in al pes pingis mut nedis passe al oper bishopis. For as pis
Lord may teche ferper, so he is nerrer and graciouser, and but
bi vertu of pis bishop myjte nevere bishop do good to man.
And pus dignities and pryvelegies pat ben now grauntid bi pe
pope, but 3if Crist conferme hem first, ben not wor} a flye foot.
And so it semep to sum men pat bishopis of pe olde lawe weren
betere and more worpi pan ben pes emperour bishopis; for pei
serveden and figuriden Crist by auctorite of God, but pes
emperoure bishopis now serven and figuren Anticrist. And
per auctorite is taken of pe moost fend ajens Crist, and pus
pei seien pat pe pope is heed viker of pis fend. But al pe
fendis and al pe bishopis muten have per beyng of Crist, and
muten serven te him, ouper wel or yvel, ajen per wille. For
ouper pei ben dampned in helle wip pe heirest® Anticrist, or
ellis pei ben blessid in hevene bi oure bishop Jesus Crist.

And aftirward provep Poul bi a principle of bileve pe suffi-
cience of Cristis byggyng, bi pat pat he is God and man. For

1 gete, E. ? biggyng, E. * byest, E.
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3if Crist be verre® man, he is a part of al mankynde, and so
pis grete man hap maad aseep bi Crist for pat pat he synnede
in Adam. And pus seip Poul to his breperen, pat 31/ blood of
boolis or kidis, and poudir of a calfe pat is scaterid, makip men
holy pat weren foulid, as aneniis fleishli clensyng,—how myche
more Cristis blood, pat offride himsilf b pe holy goosi wipouten
wemme lo God pe fadir, shal clense out oure conscience fro dede
werkes lo serve lypyng God. Pis resoun pat Poul makip is nyze
bileve pat men moten have. Per ben pre clensynges, bodili
and goostli, and oo clensyng of pes two, as was clensyng of pe
olde lawe. For pis bodily clensinge of pes figures of pe olde
lawe clensid not goostli but in figure, for oper clensyng were
betere bi water; and so it figured Cristis blood, and his herte
pat was brent bilove. And pis halowyng pat last was figurid
mut nedis be betir pan his figure, as fier is beter pan is smoke,
and man is beter pan is his ymage. And so, sip Crist is God
and man, satisfaccioun for pis synne pat he made pus freli is
better pan oper pat man or angel myjt make. Pe same? in
noumbre pat synnede by Adam oure first fadir, pe same man
in noumbre made asep by e secound Adam, Crist. And sip
he is more of vertue pan pe first Adam myst be, and his peyne
was myche more pan synful lust of pe first Adam, who shulde
have conscience here pat ne pis synne is clensid al out? And
sip oure Jesus is verre God, pat nevere may forgete pis mede,
he is sufficient medecine for al synners pat be contrite, for Crist
is ever and everywhere, and in al siche soulis bi grace; and so
he clensip more clenly pan ony bodi or figure mai clense. And
herfore, as Poul seip, Crist i&s medialor of pe newe lawe, For
Crist hap of bope pes two, for he is God, autour? of pes bope,
and knyttip pe toon wip pe tobir; pat bf his dep fulling bitwixe,
tn biggyng of pe first trespas® pat weren dome in pe olde lavve,
pes men taken bikeest agen, pal ben clepid, of ay-lasiyng heryiage,
And al pis marchandije was done in Crist Jesus oure alper Lord.,
We taken here as bileve pat Jesus Crist pat chaffarid pus is
eche God pat may be, and so pe same God pat made man,
and after boust man to blis pat he ordeynede bifore to man.

1 yery, E. 2 be same man, E. 3 God and auctour, E.
4 trespassis, E.
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But muse we not where al pes men and oonli pes shulden be
savyd, pat God wole have maad here stonding in innocens wip-
outen synne. It is ynows to us to trowe pat as many of pe same
kynde shulde now comen to heven, as shulde have come if no
synne hadde be. And more medicine, wip more blis, fallip now
to man bi occasioun of synne pan shulde have fallen to man
3if never synne were done of man. And bus it is beter to
mankynde, and to profit of pe world, pat man synned and pus
were bougt, pan 3if man hadde nevere synned. And so men
taken as bileve pat al ping pat God hap ordeyned mut nedis
come in his tyme, after pe forme pat God hap shapun.

ON PALM SONDAL

[SERMON XXI.]

Hoc sentite in vobis.—PHiL. il. [5.]

PouL tellip how pat men shulden sue Crist, and algatis in
mekenesse pat is ground of opir vertues. He biddip pat, 3¢
shulden fele pat in 3ou, bat is and was iz _Jesus Crist, Not oonly
pe kynde of mekenesse, but al pe flood by sum part, pe spryng
of pis mekenesse, and pe welle, was in Crist Jesus, and bi takyng
part perof al Cristis children moten be meke. And so pis
shewip here more specialy pan kynde of mekenesse, for it
shewip alle mekenesse of men, wip ground pat was in Crist.
And so put pou away fals mekenes, as is in ypocritis, and con-
streyned mekenes, as is in peves and prisoneris, and take pe
vertu of mekenesse pat hap ground in Jesus Crist. And have
pou never so litil perof, pou mayste fele® pat pat was in Jesus.
And it helpip myche to men to penke how Crist was in forme
of God, for he is verre God in godhede. And pis godhede
is forme of godhede, for pat is a forme of ping of whom pat
ping hap a name; as of manhede man is man, and of whiteness

1 Soin E; A om. the words pou mayste fele, though a much later hand
has supplied them in the margin.
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a ping is whit. And so, sip godhede may not falle to a ping
bifore in kynde, pis godhede mut nedis be God, and so o per-
sone, pat hap pis forme. And pus Poul seip in a manere, pat
Jesus is verre God. And so, Crist feynede not bi harbitracion
of raveyn pat he was even wip God, sip he was pe sime God.
Pe first angel Lucifer feyned bi fals harbitracioun pat he was
licke to God; and so done men pat synnen here, for pei ben
inobedient as pei hadden no God above hem.

But, for Crist myste not bigge man oonly bi his godhede,—
for he muste make him pat kynde pat synnede in oure first
fadir, so pat same ping make aseep which ping synnede of
man, —perfore seip Poul here pat, Cris? lesside himsilf. For
whan he made himsilf man, he made him a creature wipoute,
whiche creature is but vein to regard of pe godhede. And pus
seip Poul?, pat ke toke a special forme of servaunt,; and pis
forme was pis manheed, pat is oonli in Jesus Crist. And so
pis godhed and pis manhede ben dyvers kyndis but o persone.
For as per is oo godhede pat is comoun to pre persones, so
per is o persone pat is comoun to pes two, kyndis. And rizt
as o persone is dyvers from anobper, al3if pei ben pis oo kynde,
so pei two kyndis ben dyvers, but ech of hem is pis persone.
And so men speken now of Crist bi pe toon kynde and now
by pe toper, and graunten of pis same persone dyvers formes
bi pes two kyndis. But Poul grauntip not here pat pis persone
avyntisshide® him, but he made him lasse, and comoun ser-
vaunt, whan he made him pus man. Pus Crist is servant of
servyng, but not servant of synnyng, ne servant of bondage,
alyif his kyn was sich a servant foure hundrid jeer in Egipt,
as Goddis lawe witnessip.

And here penken many men, pat many popis after Petir pre-
sumen falsely of hemsilf pat pei ben even wip Petir. And aljatis
3if pei feynen pat pei ben even wip Cristis manheed, Crist myste
not bi his manhede feyne pat he were even wip pe godhede.
And so many popis feynen hem pat pei ben Cristis vikers in
erpe, and sip pei ben proud blasfemes, no man is ferper fro
pis state, for Crist myjte not be God and man but 3if he hadde

1 Soin E; A includes the words For—Poul in the quotation, ? quen-
tischide, E.
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take pis mekenesse. How suep he Crist in vertues pat pus
is a proud blasfeme?

And for to shewe pat Crist was no giloure, Poul seip pes two
wordis of Crist, pat Ae was maad into likenesse of men, and in
abite founden as man. Crist came into pis comoun liknes, for
he was of pe same kynde pat is ech man his broper, and pis
liknesse is in substancial’ kynde; and he is founden in abite
a8 man, for he toke pis singular manhede. Habite is taken
on many maners, as Austin declarip wel; but here it is taken
for pis mankynde pat Crist toke whan be was man. And, for
noo ping in pe worlde is founden but 3if it have verre beynge,
perfore pis habite of Crist is verre man as oper ben. But for
as myche as Crist was bifore pat he hadde pis habite, and in
sixe and pritty houres he wantid pis bodili habite, Poul spekip
sutilly here, pat he was founden in habite as man. But men
trowen here as bileve, pat Crist lefte nevere pis made spirit, and
50 he ceesside nevere to be man, al3if he ceesside to be a bodi.
Al pis saverip more to clerkis pan to comounte of men, and
perefore men muten passe over pis, spekyng to pe comoun
puple.

Crist mekide himstlf, made obedient fo pe dep, and not to ech
peyneful dep, dut lo dep of pe cros, and pat is moost abhominable

deep, and moost peynful of al opir. And herfore bope God |

hyede him, and 3af him a name pat is over ech optr maner name,
pat in pe name of Jesus ech knee be foldid, of hevenly, of erpely,
and of hellis ; for ech wille of pes pree spiritis is obeishant to
Crist; and so ech tunge mut nedis confesse, pat oure Lord Jesus
Crist is in glorie of God pe fadir. For as he is pe same God,
50 he hap pe same glory wip hym. .

1 So E; A has substance al.
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Pi1sTLE oN EESTIR DAY,

[SERMON XXII.]

Expurgate vetus fermentum—~—1 Cor. v. [1.]

Pour biddip in pis epistle pat men shulden clene forsake
synne, and algatis in pe fest of Pask, whan pei have mynd of
Cristis quykenyng. Poul bigynnep, and biddip Cristen men,
pat pei clense out pe olde sour-dow. Poul tellip to pe witt of
allegori, what pe wendyng of pe folk of Israel, whanne pei
wenten out of Egipt, figuride to witt of vertues. And so pre
mysty wittis ben tokened in pe same story. Itis knowun to
trewe men bi pe secound bok of Goddis lawe how children of
Israel wenten out of Egipt, after ten miraclis pat God dide hem
upon Pharao and Egipcians, pat maden pes children to serve
to hem!. Pei wenten out in greet hast, and flour and salt pei
token wip hem, and maden per breed wipouten sour-dow; and
pus pei eten per Pask lombe. And pis maner pei kepten longe
after, to have mynde of Goddis delyveryng. Poul seip to pis
spiritual witt; clense 3e out pe olde sour-dows. Sour-dow is
undirstonden here old synne pat men ben defoulid wip. And
sour-dow, whan it is old, rotip, and foulip oper past?; and so
undirstonde we bi Poul by pis sour-dow, old synne, pat men
clensen out pis synne whan pei maken clene per soulis, pat no
synne leve in hem to foule men aftirward. Synne stondip in
many pingis; in levyng of ping pat man shulde do; in wrong
doing of pingis pat he shulde do to God; and shrewid custom
in pes dwellip longe aftir his werk. Of pes pre shulde man
clense him, as men clensen lond of weedes; pei plucken hem
up bi pe rootis, pat pei growun not aftir in corn. Pus shulden
men clense out synne bi lore and figure of Goddis lawe, and no
disposicioun dwelle to drawe men to do synne.

And perfore seip Poul aftir pat men shulden be in per soule,

1 So in E; A reads, and maden bes children serve bim. 1 paast, E.
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as pes weren newe sprynge’, as pei ben now perfe®, Contricion
is tokened bi flour for propirte pat folewip* it, and propirte of
sorwe of herte, pat folewip man pat is contrite. Sprenge* of
salt on pis flour is wisdom pat man hap to serve God in clen-
nesse, fro pat he be delyverid of synne. Poul seip pat men
shulden be newe spryngynge and not newe spreynd, for pei
shulden be lastynge in clennesse and of per good lLif; as
sprynge * may not be but spryngynge, but spreynd ping may be
unspreynd. e pridde word pat Poul seip 3yvep cause of pe two
bifore, and seip for certeyn, pat oure Pask, Crist, is now sacri-
ficid. For rigt as fadris maden perfe brede for to ete per Pask
lomb, so men eeten pe sacrid oost to ete Crist goostli, pat is,
have mynde of him, how kyndely he suffride for man. And
sich a fructuouse mynd of Crist is goostli mete to pe soule, and
goostli eetynge of Cristis bodi, pat pe gospel of Joon spekip of.

And here penken many by greet studye, pat al pes foure
newe sectis, jif pei wolen clense hem of synne, muten leve al
pes custumes pat pei have weddid biside Cristis lawe, for alle pes
customes ben disposingis to synne® agens Cristis wille. And as
we have seid bifore, of alle pes shulde a man purge him. Man
shulde be freishe in pat fredoom pat Crist hadde ordeyned for
his Chirche, and not turne to more praldome pan Jacobis sones
hadden in Egipte. 3if pou love kyndenes of Crist, and or-
denaunce pat he hap 3ovun, pou shuldist holde pat ordenaunce,
and leve sour ordenaunce of men. For we seen® pat clerkis
loven 30ng men pat holden per weies; how shulde not Crist
love trewe men pat holden his weye? But alle pes newe sectis
brougt in have newe opynyouns biside Crist, and no drede pei
ben contrarie to Cristis wey pat he taugt, for he pat is not wip
Crist mut nedis be agens him. And pis crokyng bi litil and litil
is now cropen ferre fro Cristis lawe, so pat men may knowe it
opynly; and pis is cause of myche malice.

Man may se by pre synnes how pes ordres failen in opere.
Pe first synne of pe fend is pryde, and herto helpen pes newe
sectis, as men may se in hem al, by ypocrisie and bost, and pus

1 spryngynge, E. 2 perf, E. 3 suep, E. t spryngyng, E.
¢ So E; A has synge. ¢ So E; sene, A.
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moven pes newe statis to bope pes two prides. For pei ‘penken
bi pes ritis pat pei ben holyer pan opere, and holier pan pei
shulden be to leve hem, as diden apostlis; and certis ellis pei
ben foolis to traveile so myche aboute hem. Pe secounde synne
of pe worlde is synne of coveitise of men. But wheper pat pes
newe ordris bryngen not in pis coveitise? Traveil of monkes
and chanouns, and of foure ordris of freris, techip pleynly per
coveitise pat pei han to strengpe per ordris. Pe fend arguep
pus to hem. Dis is a faire multitude, pat servep God wele in pis
ordre; and pus it were a greet almes to gete hem goodis to
mayntene hem, and to kepe hem in faire state, and make hem
strong to pus serve God. Also pe fend movep bi per housis,
and by oper goodis pat pei have, to stire hem to coveitise azens
pe ordenaunce of Crist. As if pe fend argued pus; O! pis were
a faire chirche, a faire house and an honest to men to serve
God inne; who shulde not traveile herfore? But certis bileve
techip us pat bope Crist and his apostlis weren not moved bi
pese sophymes pat pe fend now hap brougt in; but bileve techip
us pat we have not here a dwellinge citee, but pe citee pat is
above we seken, bi ordre of Crist. And so, what pat movep
men to seke blisse, and leve pis world, pat is a resoun of Crist,
pat it fallip to his ordre ; and so hard fare and poverte here was
coveitid of Crist and his apostlis. And 3it pe fend disseyvep pes
ordres bi fleishly synnes many maners. He stirep hem togider,
hepis of men of dyvers complexiouns, and oon of hem movep
anoper to ete and drynke more pan is good; and, for pe fend
may move a man to pe foule synne of Sodome, he may bryng
in bi litil and litil pe synne of Sodom among pes hepis. And
sich knyttyng of enemyes gendrip bope envie and ire. So? pat
many, 3if pei myjten avente hem, and do freely pat Crist biddip,
and flee occasioun of synne, as diden apostlis and oper men pat
weren out of pes religiouse, shulden synne lesse and profiten
more. And pis is cause, as sum men trowen, whi Crist and
hise foundun not pes ordres.

Poul seip in bis epistle, On pis maner ete we not in oure old
synne, ne in Synne of malis and wickidnesse, but in spiritual swel-
nesse of clennes and of treupe.  Pis swetnesse shulde be groundid

! Soin E; Aad so, A.
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in vertuous lyf pat Crist taugte; for in al oure ordenaunce, is
sum sournesse of synne. And pus al pes new ordres, pat
croken fro ordenaunce of Crist, 3yven occasioun to synne,
ouper pryvy or apert. And rijt as a tre pat is first crokid, and
hardip bi long tyme in his crokidnesse, so pes foure ordres bi
long tyme ben hardid more in per malis. And pus God 3yve
grace to hem to knowe pe fredom of Goddis lawe, and turne
freishli to Cristis ordre, for panne weren many synnes quenchid.

. PE FIRST SONDAI AFTIR EESTIR.

[SERMON XXIIIL]

Omne guod natum est ex deo—1 JoBN v. [4.]

Joon stirep here Cristene men to flee synne pat come) of pe
world, and pis synne is ful comoun in al pree partis of pe
Chirche. First, Cristene men shulden wite pat alle men pat
shulen have blisse of hevene ben goostli born of God, and maad
men of his ordre, sip pat Crist mut be per fadir, and holy
Chirche be per modir. And pis condicioun settip Joon pat mut
nedis be fulfillid. Eck ping pat is born of God overcomep pe
world, in a] his tyme. For 3if he be overcomen of pe world, for
a litil tyme pat he synnep, nepeles he mut cover and overcome
pe world at pe last. For ellis he was nevere born of Crist, ne
suep his fadir in pis figt, and Crist wole have no siche children,
but pat ben kynde and suen him. And perfore Joon tellip a
mene to men to overcome pe world. dnd pis, he seip, 75 pe
viclorye pal overcomep pe world, our bileve. So pat noon over-
comep pe world, ne pe fend, ne his fleish, but 3if bileve be pat
armour by which he overcomep pus. And herfore declarip
Poul to Ebreus, pat seintis overcamen rewmes bi bileve pat pei
hadden, and maden many oper victories. And shortli, per is no
man overcomen of his goostli enemy, but 3if he be out of bileve
ouper in oo maner or in oper. And pus bi sum maner of
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speche bileve is bope sheld of man, and swerd bi which man
fistip, and victory pat he makip. And Joon axip bi ensaumple,
Who is he, breperen, pal overcomep pe world, but pat man pat
bilevep pat Jesus is Goddis some? 3if pou have ful bileve of
Crist, how he lyvede here in erpe, and how he overcame pe
world, pou overcomest it as a kynde sone. For 3if pou take
hede how Crist dispiside it, and sue him here as pou shuldist,
pou most nede ! overcome it bi bileve of pi fadir.

And here mai men wite opynli, pat many men ben in pis
world pat ben not born of God, ne bileven here in Crist. For
3if pis bileve were in hem, pei shulden sue Crist in maner of lyf;
but pei ben out of bileve, as many men of pe day of dome.
What man shulde bileve fulli pat pe day of dome is anoon,
and pat God jugip men afiir pei have fousten in his cause, pat
ne he wolde bisili enforse him to sue Crist, for mede perfore?
Oper bileve of pes men slepip, or hem wantip rigt bileve; as
men pat loven pis world, and resten in lustis perof, lyven as 3if
God saw not pis, and shulde not juge for pis dede. Pus oure
bileve of Cristis lyf is nedeful to alle Cristen men; and herfore
men shulden knowe pe gospel, for it tellip pe bileve of Crist.
And pus it semep pat newe ordris overcomen not pis worlde bi
bileve pat pei have in Crist, for Crist lyvede not as pei lyven
now. Crist purchaside not to his apostlis rentis, ne housis, ne
worldli goodis, but taut hem bope in comoun and privy, to flee
siche havyngis of pe worlde. And pus pe falshede of pe fend
disseyvep men of siche ordris, pat pei have pe world in comoun,
but noon of hem to himsilf. Whanne pei have pus pe world in
comoun, ech of hem assentip perto, and pei ben algatis more
strong to lette men pat don per-agen, opir in word or in dede;
and pus pe fendis champioun is strenger. Siche sophymes
serven not bifore Crist pe laste juge. And pus pes sophistris,
pat gabben pat pei have not neiper in propre ne in comoun, and
3it men seen pat pei have bope placis, and housis, and opir
goodis, myche more plentenousely pan oper pore men pat pei
robben,—pes false men muten nedis be dampned of Crist, pat is
pe first treupe. For pei diversen not fro peves, but pat pei
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robben more sinfulli, to pis grete man of hem pat is more
strong in his malice.

Pis is ke pat came bi waler and bi blood, Jesus Crist. He cam
not to pe blis of heven bi ypocrisie ne falsheed, but bi tribula-
cioun and bi sheding of his blood. And pus he was also made
Jesus, pat is, savyour of pis world; and he was also made Crist,
to anointe men bi welle of his grace, bi vertue of his passioun,
and not bi worldli lyf here. For he was heed of martirs, and
suffride best moost peyne. On pis shulden his sones penke, and
sue per fadir in pis maner. TFor 3if pei suen a newe fadir, and
leven pe maner pat Crist taust, pei leven Crist and suen Anti-
crist, as false men done pat shulen be dampned. And pus Crist
cam mnot oonli in waler, bul in water and in blood, For he
suffride not oonli tribulacioun, as many men done, but tribula-
cion and passioun, bi moost fervoure of charite. And bi pis
cause seip Poul, pat God hied Crist, and 3af him a name pat is
over al opir names, and moost of worship in pis worlde. And
witnes of pis sentence is sufficient, bope in hevene and in erpe.

Pe koly goost is ke pat witnessip, in hey heven, pat Crist is
treupe.  For per ben pre pat yyven witnesse in heven, pe fadir, pe
word, and pe holi goost; and pes pre ben al oon. And per ben
Pree pal 3yven wilnes tn erpe, pe soule, watir, and blood ; and pes
pre ben al oon, for pei maken Cristis manheed. And so, as pis
special substance pat is godheed of Crist is pree persones and
00 God, so pis comoun substaunce is o persone of Crist. And
pus whan Crist cried on hye! and pus sente out pis mannis
spirit, and aftir he shed watir and blood fro pe tyme pat he was
deed, pes pree pingis bitokenep? wel pat Crist was verre® man
and God. And in tyme pat Crist was baptisid, pe Fadir wit-
nesside in vois, pe Sone was shewid in manheed, and pe Holy
Goost in a dowfe; and pes pre ben sufficient witnesse to teche
oure bileve of Crist. For 3if we faken witnesse of men, to prove
treupe in cause of men, wilnes of God, pat is pree persones, s
more to prove pis bileve; and pis is more witnesse of God pat he
witnesside pus of his sone. And so sip God is everywhere, whoso
trowip in Goddis sone, he hap witnesse of God in him, sip he hap
pe Trinite.

1 So E; an bey, A. 2 tokenen, E. ? very, E.
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PE SECUNDE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR ERSTIR.

[SERMON XXIV.]

Christus passus semel est pro nobis.—1 PET. ii. [21.]

Perae tellip in pis epistle of pe passioun of Crist, how myche
it was in himsilf, and jovun to ensaumple of Cristene men.
Crist, he seip, hap suffrid for us, levynge ensaumple to 3ou pat 3¢
JSolewe pe steppis of him. And so his passioun doip good to
men pat weren, and men pat ben, and to men pat shulen come
afti. But men moten dispose hem to take profit of his pas-
sioun, as men pat weren bifore pis passioun token pis profit bi
per bileve, and men pat weren wip pis passioun, as weren
Petre and opire apostlis, addiden to feip love and sorowe.
And pes men menep Petre here whan he seip, Crist suffride
for us. Pe pridde men pat camen aftir, ben po pat trowun pat
Crist suffride, and adden love to bis bileve, and suen for Cristis
sake his steppis. It is ofte seid in Goddis lawe pat 3if a man
wole come to hevene, he mut nedis sue Crist in feip, hope, and
charite. And perfore hap God ordeyned to men, pat noon mai
be excusid here; for ech man mai suffre for God, as ech man
mai trowe and love. What man is so feble of power pat he ne
mut nedis suffre dep? And so pis suffryng shulde be sette in
charite for Goddis sake. And ech man hap a spirit, wip wille
and undirstonding perinne; and so God 3yvep ech man power
to come to blis of heven; for God chargip nevere man to do
more pan he mai do. For pis large Lord axip of man to be
served of his owen; but pride lettip man to suffre, and movep
him to figt and stryve; and perfore suffrip® Crist contrariousely
to pis doyng. For man doip as Adam dide by pride and in-
obedience; but Crist suffrip bi mekenesse and obedience to
God. And here mai men see now how pe fadir of pride movep
hem to leve pis meke pacience, and to sue Crist in pis point;
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but he movep to do proudly agens Goddis wille, as Adam dide.
And pus it is now to drede pat men pat suen not here Cristis
steppis, maken pat Crist suffride not for hem. For pei taken
not of Cristis merit, sip a man mut dispose himsilf to have
wilfulli part perof. But no man mai suffre even wip Crist, and
perfore biddip Petre sue his steppis.

Pe gretnesse of Cristis suffryng is taugt bi Petre on pis
maner. Crist, he seip, dide no synme, ne gile was foundun in
his moup. And so his suffryng was more medeful, sip he
suffride not for his owne synne; as pevys whan pat pei ben
hongid, or opir traitours whan pat pei ben killid, suffren not
so medefulli as men pat serveden not pis dep. Crist was wip~
outen synne, and so not gilty to suffre peyne, but of his grace
and his wille to bigge men pat weren coupable. Petre declarip
more pis suffryng, bi pat pat Crist was so meke, pat whan he
was cursid of pe Jewis, ke curside not azen, but suffride mekeli
per yvel wordis. And Crist whan he suffride in dede, fe
manasside nof azen, but suffride mekeli his passioun; and bi
pis cause myche more pat he myst, 3if he hadde wolde, have
take greet veniaunce of hem.

Petir tellip aftir of pe wilful peyne pat Crist suffride for man-
kynde, by pat pat, Crist offride himsilf to Pilat, pat jugide him
unriyffulli, For Mathew tellip how Crist bifore told al his
passioun, and how he cam to Jerusalem to suffre fulli as he
suffride. And so his suffrynge was medeful, for it was so
myche wilful; for no man hadde more desire to die pus pan
Crist hadde; ne Adam hadde no more desire to synne, pan
Crist hadde to suffre. And pus he spekip in pe gospel, bi his
godhede and his manhede, Bi desire have Y desirid to ete
pus pis Paske wip you. For etyng of pe Paske lombe, and
sleyng pat was bifore of it, was figure to pis lombe of God;
and pus it came of greet desire, and Adam myst not wille to
synne bi so gret desire of lust. And Petre tellip more of pis
passioun, pat Crist yaf himsilf to pe man pat jugide him unjustli ;
pe which Crist, for we myste not, dare oure synnes in his bodi,
and ke bare hem upon pe tree, as Adam synnede in a tree ; so pa/
we be deed fro synne, and lyve afler 1o ri3twisnesse. Petir spekip
here bi comoun speche, pat pat man berip a ping pat berip pe
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fruyt of pe ping; as a man in beryng money berip pe ping pat
is boujt perwip. So Crist bare oure synne on pe cros, for his
passioun was prys perof. And pus, as Crist was deed on pe
cros, so shulde we be deed fro synne, pe whiche sprong of pe
tree pat Adam synnede first inne, And deep of Crist in pis
tree shulde teche us to die pus; but we shulden lyve spiritualy
to rigtwisnesse, pat is God. As Crist roos bi goostli miracle,
and wente to pe same rijtwisnes, and & love pat Crist hadde
here, we den kelid of oure synne.

And, for Crist is pe beste heerde, pat pus can quyken and
heele his sheep, perfore seip Petre aftir, pat mankynde was sum
tyme as erryng sheep wipouten heerde, dut pei ben turned now
bi love 2 pe herde and bishop of per soulis. Crist for his excel-
lence tellip but litil bi mannis bodi; but for to fede mannis
soule, and have goostli care perof, pat fallip to pis bishop. But
bishopis now done even pe contrarie, for pei tenten neiper to
bodi ne to soule, but to drit pat man hap. For 3if pei have
money and oper goodis, pei recken but litil of pes two.

PE pRIDDE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR EESTIR.

[SERMON XXV.]

Obsecro vos fanguam.—1 PET. ii. [11.]

Peree specifiep here mekenes, pat men shulde have bi en-
saumple of Crist, and how pei shulden be suget and obedient
to alle men. Petre prezep to Cristen men to kepe hem first fro
Sletshli lustis, as gestis and pilgrimes ; for pes synnes fijten azens
pe soule. Fleishli desires moven men to fist and stryve wip per
breperen, for men desiren not pus money but to maynteyne
per bodi in lust; for if pei loveden more per soule, pei shulden
more travaile perfore. And here mai men see pat men, and
algatis grete prelatis and lordis, failen foule in charite, and first
in love of hem silfe. For sip pat charite bygynnep at pe love
of mannis spirit, man shulde love first his spirit, more pan

goodis pat ben wipouten. And pes goodis done myche harm,
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and litil good to men pat have hem. Lord, what shulde reverse
mannis love, to love hem pus more pan his soule! Pe bisynes
pat man hap, and traveil to gete him siche goodis, techen pe
gretnesse of his love overe pe love of his soule. For necligence
pat man hap to gete him siche food of his soule, and to do
vertuous dedis bi which his soule shulde be nurishid, techip how
man recchip to litil of himsilfe, for he forgetip his soule. And
nepeles Petre seip here, pat we ben gestis and pilgrimes to pis
worldly lyf here, for we shulden be traveilinge to heven. And
pus to make oure restyng here, in goodis pat ben so litil worp,
is an open foli to us, and lettip us of pis pilgrimage. And it
is knowun of bileve, pat temporal goodis pat we have done noo
good but a litil while pat we wandren in pis pilgrimage. And
pus men reversen God as disciplis of Anticrist, for goodis pat
he 3af for an eende pei disusen to pe contrarye. He lente pes
goodis to spede per wey to go to pe blisse of hevene ; and foule
love of pes goodis lettip hem to go pis weye; and pis fallip in
religiouse and in opir men of pe worlde.

And aftir pis biddip Petre, pat men lyve a good lyf among men
pat pet yven wip, and 3yve good ensaumple to hem, as Crist
saf to his Chirche. And so, in pat pat per speken yvel bikynde
30, as who spekip of yvel doeris, pei have no mater to speke pus
but good werkes to gnawe upon, and pus shulen pei glorifie God
in day of pe last dome, and have sorewe pat pei diden pus, and
preise God in his servauntis. And pus, whan men penken on
Crist, and of short tyme pat pei have here, per shulden be suget
o al maner gf men, not for money but for God. And pus ech
man mai be suget to oper, sip he is two kyndis; 3he, man is
suget to himsilf, sip his bodi servep to his spirit. But prelatis
clepen now no subjeccioun, but in jyvynge of worldly goodis;
but men penken not to speke here to siche rude and worldly
prelatis.

But 3it men shulden kepe manere in per? subieccioun, after
mannis staat. As, men shulen be suget lo kyng, as passyng bifore
oper men, for pus biddip Petre by dede of Crist; and so pei
wolden pat lordis weren. And men shulden be sugel to dukes,
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as lo men sent fro pe kyng, lo veniaunce of yvel doeris and fo
preisyng of good men.  For pis shulde kyngis and per mynystris
do here for Cristis love, for pe heynes of per staat was jovun
of God for pis eende. And pus shulden popis be suget to
kyngis, for pus weren bope Crist and Petre.  For pis ss pe wille
of God, pat men do wel in subjeccion, and make domb pe foli of
men pal ben fookis in Goddis lawe. And pis ping men shulden
do freely, and not bi constreynynge of mannis lawe ; but as pei
hadden not an kilyng of fredom of malis of pis world, for siche
fredom is litil worp, but fredom fro synne to serve God. And
bis kepyng of siche werkes wole make men free servauntis of
God. Do 3¢ honoure fo alle men, and specialy to mannis spirit.
And drede 3¢ God in his* prynte, and do 3e alle joure werkes
for God; and love pe breperheed, bi pe fourme pat Crist hap taust.
And pus, sip kyng is Goddis viker, drede 3¢ God in pis viker,
and do 3¢ worshipe to pe kyng, for love of God whos viker he is.

Servauntis, be 3¢ sugetle tn al drede, bope goosili drede and
bodili, to Jordis pat 3e have here. For as Poul techip, servauntis
shulden serve to pes lordis as to God; and so, bi service goostli
and bodili, shulden pei serve, 7ot oonly fo good lordis and reson-
able to per servauntis, but also unto tirauntis, pat distrien Cristis
scole, as diden bope Heroud and Pilat; for cerfeyne pis is grace
in fesus Crist pat is oure Lord. For Crist was suget to pes
tirantis, as God obeiship to mannis vois. Pis subjeccioun is no
synne, aljif tirantis synnen in takinge it. For as suffring is
sum tyme good, and doynge yvel bringip it in, so subjeccioun
sum tyme is good, and men ben yvel in takyng of it. And pus,
3if men penken sutilli, kyngis and lordis shulden serve to men,
alyif pei ben per boonde men. For per bodies shulden serve
per spiritis, and sip bodies ben worse in kynde pan ony spirit
pat man hap, and al pe personalite of man stondip in pe spirit
of him, whi shulden not men graunte pes wordis, pat ech man
shulde serve to ech man? And wolde God pat pe pope knewe
pis, and opir emperour ? prelatis! panne shulden pei be en-
saumple of mekenesse, as was Crist oure alper Lord.

T bis, E. ? emperours, G.
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PE FORPE SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR EESTIR.

[SERMON XXVI]

Omne datum optimum.~—Jac. i [17.]

Jaums 3yvep here a lore of Cristene mennis religion, and
3yvep as a wise man a greet principle to pis lore. Eck ping
sovun best, seip James, and eck 3ifte pat is perfit, &s fro above,
comyng doun fro God, pat s fadir of Ii3f. Per ben pree pingis
jovun to man; as worldli goodis, and goodis of kynde; pe
pridde ping is goodis of grace, pat ben best of al pes pree.
And pus seip James wittily, pat al best ping pat is yovun is fro
above, comyng fro God, as ben vertues and grace. And so
it is of al oper which ben perfit 3iftis. And here penken many
men, pat 3yvyngis of popis ben no jiftis’. Pei seien pei graunten
privylegis and indulgencis, wip oper feynynges; but sip pei | #
smatchen wynnyng of moneye, and pat is hevy and drawip
doun, and pei sonnen not to charite and oper resoun pat is in
God, it seme)p pat pes ben falsly feyned of pe prince of derke-
nesse, and pus pei spryngen fro binepe, fro pe fadir of lesyngis,
And pus it semep to many men, pat pes foure sectis pat ofte be
spoken, sip Goddis lawe groundip hem not, ben not pus fro
above, but fro binepe of pe fend% And pus men may knowe
wele Cristis religioun fro pes® newe. For Cristis religioun
desirep hevenly ping, and helpe of soule, but pes religiouse
stondip* moost in pryde, falshede, and coveitise. Pe fadir of
ligt is unmovable fro treupe and goodnes of alle maners, but
fadir of derknesse chaungip ofte, after pat he hopip more to
noie men.

And pus seip James, pat at God is not transmutacioun®, ne
shadewyng of whilnesse®, ffor he is ever more in oon. Pe fend
variep in synful willis, and castip his shadewis bi many weies,

1SoinE; A reads, ;yuynge of popzs ben no perfit. * bynebe fro be
fend, E. 3 Dis, ¢ stonden, E. 5 transmutacoun, G.
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and chaungip his wille bi many wilis, but non of pes is in God.
But, for good religioun mut be groundid in good persones,
perfore tellip James after how pes persones weren broust for.
He seip pat, God gendrip us wiifulls, and bi his grace, wip Aic
owne word of ireupe, bope makynge us and biggynge us. And
pes goodis of mannis kynde moten nedis come of God fro
above. And pus God gendride his apostlis & be digynnynge
of his chirche. For his Chirche is a womman, a virgyn, and
Cristis spouse, and a passinge creature among al po pat God
hap maad. 3¢ wilen, my moost dere breperen, how Crist hap
loved mankynde, and how he lyvede in pis lyf, by cause pat 3¢
shulden lyve so. And herfore, be eck man swifte for to heere
Goddis lawe, but ke shal be slowe 1o speke, but pat pat he knowip
is Goddis word. And pus he shal be slowe lo ire, for mannis
ire doip not ri3! of God, but worchip® in pe fendis werkes. Wil?
of God is bigynnyng of al pe good werkes of man; and jif he
passe beside pis wille, he doip pe wille of pe fend.

And herfore castip® 3¢ awey al unclennesse and haboundance
of malice, and fake 3¢ in mekenes pe word of God printed in jou,
Jpe which word may save joure soulfs. And pus dilavynesse* of
tunge in spekinge wordis oper pan Goddis is passynge fro good
religioun pat God hap jovun bi himsilf; and pus pes newe ordris
ech on, which ben so lef® to lye, muten nedis be groundid in
pe fend, pe which is fadir of lesingis. For 3if God hadde poust
on hem to make hem partis of his Chirche, he wolde swiftely
have broust hem forp bi Crist swifterest® of alle pingis. But
3if God 3af pes sectis, he 3af hem alle in his woodnesse; as
Goddis lawe seip pat he 3af Saul pe kyng in his woodnes; pus
he 3af pes foure sectis for to turmente his Chirche, for it failide
bifore in sleupe, to do pe office pat God bade. And sum men
hopen pat bi pis cause al pes sectis ben so wrapful whan men
speken ougt agens hem, for pei dreden of per ground.

' worschip, E. 3 wille, E. 3 caste, E. 4 delavynesse, E.
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FyrbE SONDAI AFTIR EESTIR,

[SERMON XXVII.]

Estote factores verbi—James i. [23.]

James techip in pis epistle how pe religioun of Crist shulde
be clene kept of men, wipouten ordre of mannis fynding ; and
he bigynnep on pis maner. Be 3¢ doerds of Goddis word, and
not oonli herers, for panne 3¢ disseyve 30u silf, by medlyng of
mannis ordre, For alle pes foure newe ordres moten be
lernynge of al per liif, of pe reule pat pei have founden, biside
pe reule pat Crist 3af; and bi per reulis pei ben tied, as a bole
bi a staake, to dwelle at hoom in cloistre, or to love yvel per
owen ordre. Agens pis spekip James here, wip opir auctours
of holy writt. And Poul seip to Tymothe of pes vein newe
ordris, pat pei ben evermore lernynge, and nevere comynge
to fruyte perof. Itis knowun bi Goddis lawe pat heering of
Goddis word is shapen of God for pis ende, to teche it and do
it in dede. So, 3if a man hadde ful knowyng of pis word, as
Crist hadde, it were but foly and vein to heere and lerne more
of pis word; as, 3if a lond wolde bere good corn wipouten
tilyng and dongynge perof, it were but ydil to traveile perfore
whan it encresip not pe fruyt. And herfore seip James here,
pat pes men disseyven hem silf, as done many traveilers in
scole.

For if a man be heerer of Goddis word and not doer, pis man
shal be Hened' o man pat biholdip pe face of his yonghe in a
myrour. And no drede pes wordis of James ben sutil and ful
of witt. And bi teching of God speken sum men pus of pes
wordis, as tellen men of perspectif. Per ben pree maner of
bodili sigt; pe first sigt is even sijt, as man seep ping pat is
bifore him ; pe secounde sigt is reflectid whan it is turned azen
bi myrour; pe pridde sist is reflexid whan it comep bi dyvers
meenes, and pei ben on divers kyndis, as pe moone is seen ajens
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nist. And bus men seen a peny in a dishe by helding in
of water, and ellis not; and bi pis sijt may men see ful litil
ping bi ferre space. Pe first of pes pree sizlis is moost clere,
and moost certeyn. We shulen wite over pis, for James wordis,
pat pis man pat ever lernep, and doip not in dede Goddis word,
stondip ever more in pe meene, and never comep to pe fruyt
perof. And pus he farip as a man pat myst wel betir se a ping
wipouten mirour pan wip meroure, and 3it he takip in vein a
merour ; and pus he fallip in many errours of place and quantite
of pat ping. And )us pes men pat evere lernen, and leven to
do aftir pis lore, ben as lokers in a merour of visage pat pei
badden in jongpe. For pis lore of Goddis word shulde be
a newe lore and unperfit sigt, for pe ende in dede shulde come
after, pat shulde be even as pe first sist. And pus pis man pat
lokip him pus pougte on his soule for a tyme, but wente forp
bi curiouste, and forzate soone to worche perfore. Pus done
men pat stonden in science, and worche not after bi pis science.
And pes ben men of veyn religioun, as James techip opynli,
For wirche we here in good liif, as ende of lore of Goddis word,
and pan we shulen se in heven myche betir us silf and al opir
pingis on pe pridde maner of sijt, wip curiouste pat lip perinne.
For we shulen se in Goddis word al pe pingis pat God hap
maad, in a more clere kynde pan is pe kynde pat pei have
wipouten. And clerkis clepen }is, intuicioun and' clere sizt
in God and blisse. And pis ping pat we seen pere is in sub-
stance God himsilf, and in a maner pe same ping pat God hap
maad wipoute-forp. And pus seip Joon in his gospel, pat ping
pat is maad of God was lyf in him wipouten ende, for it was
Goddis kynde,

And pus seip James of Cristis religioun, pas e pat lokip in
Goddis lawe, pat is lawe of perfil fredom, and dwellh perfitli in
pis lawe bi al his lyf, wipouten medlyng of mannis lawe, pat is
derke, and is not made forsitful heerer, but maker of pe dede pat
he hap herd, pis man shal be blessid in his dede. And pis is pe
best fruyte pat mai folowe mannis lyf here, God pouste not
oonli on pingis, but made hem wipouten in per kynde; and so
he wole not pat men cunne oonli, but pat men done in dede

1 So E; in, A,
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perafter. And pus pe pridde gospel, of Joon, my3t be toold on
Jool day's. And of pis declarip James, pat certis, 3if ony man
gesse pat he is a religiouse man, and 31t refreynep nof his tunge,
but dissevep his hert, his is a vein religioun. On many maners
oure religiouse disseyvep® hem-silf in vanite. First pei re-
freynep® not per moup in prayeris, but forjitten to wirche, as
3if prayeris weren pe best ping bi which men serven and plesen
to God. On pe toper maner, religiouse ben vein whan pei
lernen per owen reulis, and leven pe reule pat God j3af, and
occupien hem in pis lore, to sey and synge wipouten book,
as 3if pis plesid moost to God. On pe pridde maner pes ordris
ben veyne, pat prechen japis to begge beter, and to susteyne
hem cloistris and housis and opir goodis pat pei coveiten. And
certis pes lumpis failen here, as mowen gras pat were unteddid,
for pat gras mut nedis rote, and fade in colour and swetnesse.

But James tellip, pas clene religioun, and religioun wipouien
wemm anentis God pe fadir of al, is religioun pat lyvep pus;
it visitip modirles children and wydewis in per iribulacioun, and
kepth it wipouten wemm fro coveitise of pis world Lord, sip
James and oper apostlis knewe not pes newe ordris, and pes
cloistrers wip newe housis, and oper ritis pat pei have foundun,
what shulde move to love hem pus, and leve religion pat God
hap 3ovun? It is a blasfeme unbileve, however pat men speken
here. De apostlis weren taugt of pe Holy Goost for to wandre
in pe world, and teche men bope bi word and dede; for lore
is best to men, and not to gedere in wete lumpes, as done oure
newe ordres now. We shulden penke as diden apostlis, how
men ben now wipouten helpe of per modir holy Chirche. For
prelatis and preestis ben turned amys fro pe ordre pat Crist 3af;
and sip men ben pus wipouten helpe of oure modir holy Chirche,
pei shulden visite more bisili bi pe fourme pat Crist hap sovun.
And for pis foly of novelrye God mut nedis forsaken men;
and so pis Chirche is a widowe, forsaken of her spouse for her
unkyndnes. To conforte men in pis tribulacioun were a greet
almesdede.

! Cristenmasse day, E. ? disseyven, E., 3 refreynen, E.

s The gospel for the third mass first chapter of St. John's gospel,
on Christmas day is taken from the vv. 1—14.
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SONDAI PISTLE AFTIR ASSENCIOUN,

[SERMON XXVIIIL]
Estote prudentes.—1 Pur. iv. [7.]

PerRE 3yvep here anoper forme to lerne pe lore of Cristis
religioun, but it is not contrarye to James, sip God reversip
never himsilf. Moost dere brepren, seip Petre, e 3¢ ware, and
wake 3¢ in praierss. Petre puttip bifore prudence, and after
stirep men to preieris. For many religiouse may be blyndid in
per maner of preiynge, as sum men tellen more bi newe preier,
bat pe pope ! or opere men hap maad, pan pei done bi pe Pater-
Noster, made speciali of pe holy Trinite. And to conferme pis
novelrie, pei aleggen of pe pope pat he made now late a praier
pat he clepip ‘Domine Jesu Christe, and he grauntide to pis
praier, at pe bidding of pe Kyng of Fraunce, to ech man
pat is contrit, for oo seiyng of pis preier two pousend
seer of indulgencis fro pe peyne of purgatorie®. And so
men neden not to go to Rome to gete hem plein indulgence,
sip 2 man mai gete here indulgence for many pousand jeer
after domesday, sip he may geten in half a day an hundrid
pousend 3eer and more. But who wolde traveil pan so folily to
pe Courte of Rome in perel, for to gete hem indulgences? For
siche errours in pis mater biddip Petre first to men, pat pei
shulden be ware and wise, and flee errour spoken here. For it
is no drede to men, pat ne Crist al mysti and al witty made

1 So in E, and there can be hardly a doubt that this is the true reading;
A has peple.

2 See Sermon XLVII, vol. i. P
13Y, where the same indulgence 1s
referred to. That sermon is on the

ospel for the first Sunday after
%aster; this present sermon is on
the epistle of a Sunday only five
weeks later. The two passages
taken together go far to prove that
Wyeclif wrote the gospel and epistle
sermons simultaneously. For in
both places the publication of the
indulgence is spoken of as a recent
event, which could not have been

the case had the epistle sermon been
composed in a different year from
the gospel sermon. The pope in
uestion must have been Clement

e antipope, to whose cause the
king of France adhered. Froissart
mentions the issue of political indul-
gences of this kind by Clement, but
without going into details; nor have
I been able to find in any writer an
exslicit mention of this particular
indulgence.
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a praier betir pan pis pat he wolde sunner! heere. Lord, what
movede pe pope of Rome to pus accepte mennes persones, pat
he shulde for kyngis biddyng, or for love of his owne werk,
graunte so myche pardone here, and not o day to pe Pater-
Noster? and algatis for God biddip here bi Petre after in pis
epistle, pat 3if ony man speke oust he shal speke as Goddis
wordis. But Lord, where grauntid God bi his word so myche
pardone for pis praier? And certis men shulden ellis ® trowe pat,
3if pe pope swore on a book pat he grauntip so myche pardone,
for his graunt neiper more ne lesse; for even so as Crist
grauntip is pardone or mede for mennis praier. And wolde
God pe pope wolde ceese of siche grauntis, to pat tyme pat he
hadde taust sufficientli pat God grantip pis pat he grauntip!
Perfore shulden men be wise here, and do good after Cristis
lawe, and bi pis dede shulde pei prey beter pan to wawe per
lippis; for werkes preien ofte betir to God pan mannis praier
made by moup.

But nepeles men graunten here pat preier of moup is good
in mesure, as oper pan pe Pater-Noster, whan pei ben wisely
taken. And pus seip Petre pat men shulden wake whan pei
bidden per praieris, and not slepe in synne panne whanne pei
preien to God, but have a wakyng devocioun; for preier of
soule is moche worp. And perfore seip Petre aftir, pa/ difore
alle oper pingis men shulden have confynuel charite, for charile
hilip mullitude of synnes, Ful charite doip awey synnes, aljif
man shryve him nevere bi moupe; and charite deferrip peyne,
as 3if God saw not pis synne. And pus seip David pat pei ben
blessid whos synnes ben pus hid. Petre biddip after to hise
disciplis, pat pei shulden herborwe® eck opir wipouten ony grutch-
ing, sip for pis eende God jyvep houses. And here failen pes
newe ordres; for pei have large houses and faire, and 3it
unnepe pei wolen herborwe breperen of per owne ordre; and
algatis pei grutchen here, 3if per gestis be costly, and axen fode
or opir ping more pan men hemsilf have. And hereon penken
freris to litil, for 3if pei ben never so yvel, 3it pei chalengen to

1 sounere, 1; souner, E. 2 berborowe, E.

8 That is,~—unless it can be shown that God has granted it by His word,
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be herborwid and fare as lordis wip pore men, more pan ever
Crist chalengide. Pei shulden penke to flee wisely bope multi-
tude and spensis, pat pei charge not pe Chirche more pan God
wole pat pei do. And keping of pis reule of Crist shulde make
freris to were away.

For ech man, as seip Petre here, as ke kap lake grace of God,
for to profite to his bropir, so shulde he mynyster pis lent ping, or
ellis he is fals traitour to God. And pus men shulden dispende
Go