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AND
MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS

CCCXXXIV

TO M. DUBOURG?

I am apprehensive that I shall not be able to find
leisure for making all the disquisitions and experi-
ments which would be desirable on this subject. I
must, therefore, content myself with a few remarks.

The specific gravity of some human bodies, in
comparison to that of water, has been examined
by Mr. Robinson, in our Philosophical Transactions,
Volume L., page 30, for the year 1757. He asserts
that fat persons with small bones float most easily
upon the water.

The diving-bell is accurately described in our
Transactions.

When I was a boy I made two oval palettes, each
about ten inches long and six broad, with a hole for
the thumb, in order to retain it fast in the palm of
my hand. They much resembled a painter’s palettes.

I Translated from Dubourg’s edition of Franklin's Works, vol. ii., p.
258,
3
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In swimming I pushed the edges of these forward,
and I struck the water with their flat surfaces as I
drew them back. I remember I swam faster by
means of these palettes, but they fatigued my wrists.
I also fitted to the soles of my feet a kind of sandals;
but I was not satisfied with them, because I observed
that the stroke is partly given by the inside of the
feet and the ankles, and not entirely with the soles of
the feet.

We have here waistcoats for swimming, which are
made of double sail-cloth, with small pieces of cork
quilted in between them.

I know nothing of the scaphandre of M. de la
Chapelle.

I know by experience that it is a great comfort to a
swimmer who has a considerable distance to go, to
turn himself sometimes on his back, and to vary in
other respects the means of procuring a progressive
motion.

When he is seized with the cramp in the leg, the
method of driving it away is, to give to the parts
affected a sudden, vigorous, and violent shock; which
he may do in the air as he swims on his back.

During the great heats of summer there is no
danger in bathing, however warm we may be, in
rivers which have been thoroughly warmed by the
sun. But to throw one’s self into cold spring water,
when the body has been heated by exercise in the
sun, is an imprudence which may prove fatal. I
once knew an instance of four young men who, hav-
ing worked at harvest in the heat of the day, with a
view of refreshing themselves plunged into a spring of

[
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1768] Benjamin Franklin 5

cold water; two died upon the spot, a third the next
morning, and the fourth recovered with great diffi-
culty. A copious draught of cold water, in similar
circumstances, is frequently attended with the same
effect in North America.

The exercise of swimming is one of the most
healthy and agreeable in the world. After having
swam for an hour or two in the evening, one sleeps
coolly the whole night, even during the most ardent
heat of summer. Perhaps, the pores being cleansed,
the insensible perspiration increases and occasions
this coolness. It is certain that much swimming is
the means of stopping a diarrhcea, and even of pro-
ducing a constipation. With respect to those who
do not know how to swim, or who are affected with
a diarrhcea at a season which does not permit them
to use that exercise, a warm bath, by cleansing and
purifying the skin, is found very salutary, and often
effects a radical cure. I speak from my own experi-
ence, frequently repeated, and that of others, to
whom I have recommended this.

You will not be displeased if I conclude these hasty
remarks by informing you that as the ordinary
method of swimming is reduced to the act of rowing
with the arms and legs, and is consequently a labori-
ous and fatiguing operation when the space of water
to be crossed is considerable, there is a method in
which a swimmer may pass to a great distance with
much facility, by means of a sail. This discovery 1
fortunately made by accident, and in the following
manner:

When I was a boy I amused myself one day with
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flying a paper kite; and approaching the bank of a
pond, which was near a mile broad, I tied the string
to a stake and the kite ascended to a very considera-
ble height above the pond while I was swimming. In
a little time, being desirous of amusing myself with
my kite, and enjoying at the same time the pleasure
of swimming, I returned, and loosing from the stake
the string with the little stick which was fastened to
it, went again into the water, where I found that,
lying on my back and holding the stick in my hands,
I was drawn along the surface of the water in a very
agreeable manner. Having then engaged another
boy to carry my clothes round the pond, to a place
which I pointed out to him on the other side, I be-
gan to cross the pond with my kite, which carried me
quite over without the least fatigue, and with the
greatest pleasure imaginable. I was only obliged
occasionally to halt a little in my course and resist its
progress when it appeared that, by following too
quick, I lowered the kite too much; by doing which
occasionally I made it rise again. I have never since
that time practised this singular mode of swimming,
though I think it not impossible to cross in this man-
ner from Dover to Calais. The packet-boat, how-
ever, is still preferable. B. FrRANKLIN,

CCCXXXV

TO JOHN WINTHROP

Lowpox, 2 July, 1768.
DEeAR Sir:—You must needs think the time long
that your instruments have been in hand. Sundry
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circumstances have occasioned the delay. Mr. Short,
who undertook to make the telescope, was long in a
bad state of health, and much in the country for the
benefit of the air. He however at length finished
the material parts that required his own hand, and
waited only for something about the mounting that
was to have been done by another workman, when
he was removed by death. I have put in my claim
to the instrument, and shall obtain it from the ex-
ecutors as soon as his affairs can be settled. It is
now become much more valuable than it would have
been if he had lived, as he excelled all others in
that branch. The price agreed for was one hundred
pounds.

The equal altitudes and transit instrument was
undertaken by Mr. Bird, who doing all his work with
his own hands for the sake of greater truth and ex-
actness, one must have patience that expects any
thing from him. He is so singularly eminent in his
way, that the commissioners of longitude have lately
given him five hundred pounds merely to discover
and make public his method of dividing instruments.
I send it you herewith. But what has made him
longer in producing your instrument is the great and
hasty demand on him from France and Russia, and
our Society here, for instruments to go to different
parts of the world for observing the next transit of
Venus; some to be used in Siberia, some for the ob-
servers that go to the South Seas, some for those that
go to Hudson’s Bay. These are now all completed
and mostly gone, it being necessary, on account of
the distance, that they should go this year to be ready
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on the spot in time. And now he tells me he can
finish yours, and that I shall have it next week. Pos-
sibly he may keep his word. But we are not to won-
der if he does not.

Mr. Martin, when I called to see his panopticon,
had not one ready; but was to let me know when he
should have one to show me. I have not since heard
from him, but will call again.

Mr. Maskelyne wishes much that some of the gov-
ernments in North America would send an astrono-
mer to Lake Superior to observe this transit. I know
no one of them likely to have a spirit for such an
undertaking, unless it be the Massachusetts, or that
have a person and instruments suitable. He pre-
sents you one of his pamphlets, which I now send you,
together with two letters from him to me relating to
that observation. If your health and strength were
sufficient for such an expedition, I should be glad to
hear you had taken it. Possibly you may have an
éleve that is capable. The fitting you out to observe
the former transit, was a public act for the benefit of
science, that did your province great honor.

We expect soon a new volume of the Transactions,
in which your piece will be printed. I have not yet
got the separate ones which I ordered.

It is perhaps not so extraordinary that unlearned
men, such as commonly compose our church vestries,
should not yet be acquainted with, and sensible of
the benefits of metal conductors in averting the
stroke of lightning, and preserving our houses from
its violent effects, or that they should be still pre-
judiced against the use of such conductors, when we
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see how long even philosophers, men of extensive
science and great ingenuity, can hold out against the
evidence of new knowledge that does not square with
their preconceptions *; and how long men can retain
a practice that is conformable to their prejudices, and
expect a benefit from such practice though constant
experience shows its inutility. A late piece of the
Abbé Nollet, printed last year in the Memoirs of the
French Academy of Sciences, affords strong instances
of this; for, though the very relations he gives of
the effects of lightning in several churches and other
buildings show clearly that it was conducted from one
part to another by wires, gildings, and other pieces
of metal that were within or connected with the
building, yet in the same paper he objects to the pro-
viding metalline conductors without the building, as
useless or dangerous.* He cautions people not to

T Alluding to the following passage in a letter from Professor Win-

throp, respecting St. Bride's steeple:
“ CAMBRIDGE, 6 Jan., 1768.

“. . . I1have read in the Philosophical Transactions the account
of the effects of lightning on St. Bride's steeple. It is amazing to me,
that after the full demonstration you had given, of the identity of
lightning and of electricity, and the power of metalline conductors,
they should ever think of repairing that steeple without such con-
ductors. How astonishing is the force of prejudice, even in an age of
so much knowledge and free inquiry!”

2 “Notre curiosité pourroit peutétre s'applaudir des recherches
qu’elle nous a fait faire sur la nature du tonnerre, et sur la mécanisme
de ses principaux effets mais ce n’est point ce qu'il y a de plus im-
portant; il vaudroit bien mieux que nous puissions trouver quelque
moyen de nous en garantir: on y a pensé; on s’est méme flatté d’avoir
fait cette grande découverte; mais malheureusement douze années
d’épreuves et un peu de réflexion nous apprennent qu’'il ne faut pas
compter sur les promesses qu'on nous a faites. Je l'ai dit, il y a long
temps et avec regret, toutes, ces pointes de fer qu'on dresse en l'air,
soit comme électroscopes, soit comme préservatifs, sont plus propre 2
nous attirer le feu du tonnerre qu'a nous en préserver; et je persiste &
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ring the church bells during a thunder-storm, lest the
lightning, in its way to the earth, should be conduct-
ed down to them by the bell-ropes,” which are but
bad conductors, and yet is against fixing metal rods
on the outside of the steeple, which are known to be
much better conductors, and which it would certainly
choose to pass in, rather than in dry hemp. And,
though for a thousand years past bells have been
solemnly consecrated by the Romish Church,? in ex-
pectation that the sound of such blessed bells would
drive away the storms, and secure our buildings from
the stroke of lightning; and during so long a period,

dire que le projet d’épuiser une nuée orageuse du feu dont elle est
chargée, n’est pas celui d’on physicien.”"—Mémoire sur les Effets du
Tonnerre.—F.

* “Les cloches, en vertu de leur bénédiction, doivent écarter les
orages et nous préserver de coups de foudre; mais I’église permet 4 la
prudence humaine le choix des momens ol il convient d’user de ce
préservatif. Je ne sais si le son, considéré physiquement, est capable
ou non de faire crever une nuée, et de causer I'épanchement de son
feu vers les objets terrestres: mais il est certain et prouvé par l'ex-
périence, que le tonnerre peut tomber sur un clocher, soit que l'on y
sonne ou que I'on n'y sonne point, et si cela arrive dans le premier cas,
les sonneurs sont en grand danger, parcequ’ils tiennent des cordes par
lesquelles la commotion de la foudre peut se communiquer jusqu’a eux;
il est donc plus sage de laisser les cloches en repos quand l'orage est
arrivé au-dessus de 1'église.”’ —Jbid

2 Suivant le rituel de Paris, lorsqu’on bénit des cloches, on récite les
oraisons suivantes.

“Benedic, Domine, . . . quoties-cumque sonuerit, procul re-
cedat virtus insidiantium, umbra phantasmatis, incursio turbinum,
percussio, fulminum lesio tonitruum, calamitas tempestatum, om-
msque spiritus procelarum,” &e.

“Deus, qui per beatum Moisen, &c.,, . . . procul pellentur in-
sidie immici, fragor grandinum, procella turbinum, impetus tempesta-
tum, temperentur infesta tonitrua,” &c.

“Omnipotens, sempiterne Deus, &c., . . . ut ante sonitum
ejus effugentur ignita jacula inimici, percussio fulminum, impetus
lapidum, lzsio tempestatum,” &c.—F.
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it has not been found by experience that places with-
in the reach of such blessed sound are safer than
others where it is never heard; but that, on the con-
trary, the lightning seems to strike steeples of choice,
and that at the very time the bells are ringing *; yet
still they continue to bless the new bells, and jangle
the old ones whenever it thunders. One would think
it was now time to try some other trick; and ours is
recommended (whatever this able philosopher may
have been told to the contrary) by more than twelve
years’ experience, wherein, among the great number
of houses furnished with iron rods in North America,
not one so guarded has been materially hurt with
lightning, and several have evidently been preserved
by their means; while a number of houses, churches,
barns, ships, &c., in different places, unprovided with
rods, have been struck and greatly damaged, demol-
ished, or burnt. Probably the vestries of our Eng-
lish churches are not generally well acquainted with
these facts; otherwise, since as good Protestants they
have no faith in the blessing of bells, they would be
less excusable in not providing this other security for
their respective churches, and for the good people
that may happen to be assembled in them during
a tempest, especially as those buildings from their
greater height, are more exposed to the stroke of
lightning than our common dwellings.

I have nothing new in the philosophical way to
communicate to you, except what follows. When I

*“En 1718, M. Deslandes fit savoir & I'Académie Royale des Sci-
ences, que la nuit du 14 ol 15 d’Avril de la méme année, le tonnerre
étoit tombé sur vingt-quatre églises, depuis Landernau jusqu'a Saint-
Polde-Léon en Brétagne; que ces églises étoient précisément celles ol
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was last vear in Germany, I met with a singular kind
of glass, being a tube about eight inches long, half an
inch in diameter, with a hollow ball of near an inch
diameter at one end, and one of an inch and a half
at the other, hermetically sealed, and half filled with
water. If one end is held in the hand, and the other
a little elevated above the level, a constant succession
of large bubbles proceeds from the end in the hand
to the other end, making an appearance that puzzled
me much, till I found that the space not filled with
water was also free from air, and either filled with a
subtile, invisible vapor continually rising from the
water, and extremely rarefiable by the least heat at
one end, and condensable again by the least coolness
at the other; or it is the very fluid of fire itself, which
parting from the hand pervades the glass, and by its
expansive force depresses the water till it can pass
between it and the glass, and escape to the other end,
where it gets through the glass again into the air. I
am rather inclined to the first opinion, but doubtful
between the two.

An ingenious artist here, Mr. Nairne, mathematical
instrument-maker, has made a number of them from
mine, and improved them; for his are much miore
sensible than those I brought from Germany. I
bored a very small hole through the wainscot in the
seat of my window, through which a little cold air con-
stantly entered, while the air in the room was kept
warmer by fires daily made in it, being winter time. I

T'on sonnoit, et que la foudre avoit épargné celles o1l I'on ne sonnoit pas;
que dans celle de Gouisnon, qui fut entiérement ruinée, le tonnerre tua
deux personnes de quatre qui sonnoient,” &c.—Histosre de I' Académiss
Royale des Sciences, 1919.—F.
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placed one of his glasses, with the elevated end
against this hole; and the bubbles from the other end,
which was in a warmer situation, were continually
passing day and night, to the no small surprise of
even philosophical spectators. Each bubble dis-
charged is larger than that from which it proceeds,
and yet that is not diminished; and by adding itself
to the bubble at the other end, the bubble is not in-
creased, which seems very paradoxical.

When the balls at each end are made large, and
the connecting tube very small, and bent at right an-
gles, so that the balls, instead of being at the ends,
are brought on the side of the tube, and the tube is
held so that the balls are above it, the water will
be depressed in that which is held in the hand, and
rise in the other as a jet or fountain; when it is all in
the other, it begins to boil, as it were, by the vapor
passing up through it; and the instant it begins to
boil, a sudden coldness is felt in the ball held; a cur-
ious experiment this, first observed and shown by
Mr. Nairne. There is something in it similar to the
old observation, I think mentioned by Aristotle, that
the bottom of a boiling pot is not warm; and perhaps
it may help to explain the fact; if indeed it be a fact.

When the water stands at an equal height in both
these balls, and all at rest, if you wet one of the balls
by means of a feather dipped in spirit, though that
spirit is of the same temperament as to heat and cold
with the water in the glasses, yet the cold occasioned
by the evaporation of the spirit from the wetted ball
will so condense the vapor over the water contained
in that ball, as that the water of the other ball will be
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pressed up into it, followed by a succession of bubbles,
till the spirit is all dried away. Perhaps the observa-
tions on these little instruments may suggest and be
applied to some beneficial uses. It has been thought,
that water reduced to vapor by heat was rarefied only
fourteen thousand times, and on this principle our
engines for raising water by fire are said to be con-
structed; but, if the vapor so much rarefied from
water is capable of being itself still farther rarefied to
a boundless degree, by the application of heat to the
vessels or parts of vessels containing the vapor (as at
first it is applied to those containing the water), per-
haps a much greater power may be obtained, with
little additional expense. Possibly, too, the power of
easily moving water from one end to the other of a
movable beam (suspended in the middle like a scale-
beam) by a small degree of heat, may be applied ad-
vantageously to some other mechanical purposes.

The magic square and circle, I am told, have occa-
sioned a good deal of puzzling among the mathe-
maticians here; but no one has desired me to
show him my method of disposing the numbers.
It seems they wish rather to investigate it them-
selves. When I have the pleasure of seeing you, I
will communicate it.

With singular esteem and respect, I am, dear Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
B. FRANKLIN.

e

IR L
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CCCXXXVI

PETITION OF THE LETTER Z

From The Tatler, No. 1798,

To the Worshipful Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, Censor-
General.

The petition of the letter Z, commonly called Ez-
zard, Zed, or Izard, most humbly showeth:

That your petitioner is of as high extraction, and
has as good an estate, as any other letter of the
Alphabet;

That there is therefore no reason why he should be
treated as he is, with disrespect and indignity;

That he is not only actually placed at the tail of the
Alphabet, when he had as much right as any other to
be at the head; but it is by the injustice of his ene-
mies totally excluded from the word WISE; and his
place injuriously filled by a little hissing, crooked, ser-
pentine, venomous letter, called S, when it must be
evident to your worship, and to all the world, that
W, 1, S, E, do not spell Wize, but Wise.

Your petitioner therefore prays, that the Alphabet
may by your censorial authority be reversed; and
that in consideration of his long-suffering and pa-
tience he may be placed at the head of it; that S may
be turned out of the word Wise, and the petitioner
employed instead of him.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray, &c., &c.

Mr. Bickerstaff, having examined the allegations of
the above petition, judges and determines that Z be
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admonished to be content with his station, forbear re-
flections upon his brother letters, and remember his
own small usefulness, and the little occasion there is
for him in the Republic of Letters since S, whom he
so despises, can so well serve instead of him.

CCCXXXVII

TO WILLIAM FRANKLIN

LoNpoN, 2 July, 1468,

DEeARr Son:—Since my last I have received yours
of May 1oth, dated at Amboy, which I shall answer
particularly by next week'’s packet. I purpose now
to take notice of that part wherein you say it was re-
ported at Philadelphia I was to be appointed to a
certain office here, which my friends all wished, but
you did not believe it for the reasons I had men-
tioned. Instead of my being appointed to a new
office, there has been a motion made to deprive me
of that I now hold,” and, I believe, for the same
reason, though that was not the reason given out, viz.,
my being too much of an American; but, as it came
from Lord Sandwich, our new postmaster-general,
who is of the Bedford party, and a friend of Mr.
Grenville, I have no doubt that the reason he gave
out, viz., my non-residence, was only the pretence,
and that the other was the true reason; especially as
it is the practice in many other instances to allow the
non-residence of American officers, who spend their

1 Deputy Postmaster-General in America.

TN RSO Y W 4
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salaries here, provided care is taken that the business
be done by deputy or otherwise.

The first notice I had of this was from my fast
friend, Mr. Cooper, secretary of the treasury. He
desired me, by a little note, to call upon him there,
which I did, when he told me that the Duke of
Grafton had mentioned to him some discourse of
Lord Sandwich’s, as if the office suffered by my ab-
sence, and that it would be fit to appoint another, as
I seemed constantly to reside in England; that Mr.
Todd, secretary of the post-office, had also been with
the Duke, talking to the same purpose, &c.; that the
Duke wished him (Mr. Cooper) to mention this to
me, and to say to me, at the same time, that, though
my going to my post might remove the objection,
yet, if I choose rather to reside in England, my merit
was such in his opinion as to entitle me to something
better here, and it should not be his fault if 1T was
not well provided for. I told Mr. Cooper that, with-
out having heard any exception had been taken to
my residence here, 1 was really preparing to return
home, and expected to be gone in a few weeks; that,
however, I was extremely sensible of the Duke’s
goodness in giving me this intimation, and very
thankful for his favorable disposition towards me;
that, having lived long in England, and contracted a
friendship and affection for many persons here, it
could not but be agreeable to me to remain among
them some time longer, if not for the rest of my life;
and that there was no nobleman to whom 1 could,
from sincere respect for his great abilities and amia-
ble qualities, so cordially attach myself, or to whom I

VOL. V.—3,
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should so willingly be obliged for the provision he
mentioned, as to the Duke of Grafton, if his Grace
should think I could, in any station where he might
place me, be serviceable to him and to the public.

Mr. Cooper said he was very glad to hear I was
still willing to remain in England, as it agreed so per-
fectly with his inclinations to keep me here; wished
me to leave my name at the Duke of Grafton’s as
soon as possible, and to be at the treasury again the
next board day. I accordingly called at the Duke’s
and left my card; and when I went next to the treas-
ury, his Grace not being there, Mr. Cooper carried
me to Lord North, chancellor of the exchequer, who
said very obligingly, after talking of some American
affairs, I am told by Mr. Cooper that you are not
unwilling to stay with us. I hope we shall find some
way of making it worth your while.” I thanked his
Lordship, and said I should stay with pleasure, if I
could any ways be useful to government. He made
me a compliment and I took my leave, Mr. Cooper
carrying me away with him to his country-house
at Richmond to dine and stay all night.

He then told me that Mr. Todd had been again
at the Duke of Grafton’s, and that upon his (Mr.
Cooper’s) speaking in my behalf, Mr. Todd had
changed his style, and said I had, to be sure, a great
deal of merit with the office, having by my good
management regulated the posts in America so as
greatly to increase the revenue; that he had had
great satisfaction in corresponding with me while I
was there, and he believed they never had a better
officer, &c. The Thursday following, being the birth-
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day, I met with Mr. Todd at court. He was very
civil, took me with him in his coach to the King’s
Arms in the city, where I had been invited to dine
by Mr. Trevor, with the gentlemen of the post-office;
we had a good deal of chat after dinner between us
two, in which he told me Lord Sandwich (who was
very sharp) had taken notice of my stay in England,
and said, “If one could do the business why should
there be two?’’ On my telling Mr. Todd that I was
going home (which I still say to everybody, not
knowing but that what is intimated above may fail
of taking effect), he looked blank, and seemed dis-
concerted a little, which makes me think some
friend of his was to have been vested with my place;
but this is surmise only. We parted very good
friends.

That day I received another note from Mr. Cooper,
directing me to be at the Duke of Grafton’s next
morning, whose porter had orders to let me in. I
went accordingly, and was immediately admitted.
But his Grace being then engaged in some unex-
pected business, with much condescension and polite-
ness made that apology for his not discoursing with
me then, but wished me to be at the treasury at
twelve the next Tuesday. I went accordingly, when
Mr. Cooper told me something had called the Duke
into the country, and the board was put off, which
was not known till it was too late to send me word;
but was glad I was come, as he might then fix another
day for me to go again with him into the country.
The day fixed was Thursday. I returned yesterday;
should have stayed till Monday, but for writing by



20 The Works of [1768

these vessels. He assures me the Duke has it at
heart to do something handsome for me. Sir John
Pringle, who is anxious for my stay, says Mr. Cooper
is the honestest man of a courtier that he ever knew,
and he is persuaded they are in earnest to keep me.

The piece I wrote against smuggling, in the Chron-
icle of November last, and one in April, on the La-
boring Poor, which you will find in the Gentleman’s
Magazine for that month, have been lately shown by
Mr. Cooper to the chancellor of the exchequer, and
to the Duke, who have expressed themselves much
pleased with them. I am to be again at the treasury
on Tuesday next, by appointment of Mr. Cooper.
Thus particular I have been, that you may judge of
this affair.

For my own thoughts, I must tell you that,
though I did not think fit to decline any favor so
great a man expressed an inclination to do me, be-
cause at court if one shows an unwillingness to be
obliged it is often construed as a mark of mental
hostility, and one makes an enemy, yet, so great is
my inclination to be at home and at rest, that I shall
not be sorry if this business falls through, and I am
suffered to retire with my old post; nor indeed very
sorry if they take that from me, too, on account
of my zeal for America, in which some of my friends
have hinted to me that I have been too open. 1
shall soon be able, I hope, by the next packet to give
you farther light. In the meantime, as no one but
Sir John knows of the treaty, I talk daily of going
in the August packet at farthest. And when the late
Georgia appointment of me to be their agent is men-
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tioned, as what may detain me, I say, I have yet re-
ceived no letters from that Assembly acquainting me
what their business may be; that I shall probably
hear from them before that packet sails; that if it is
extraordinary and of such a nature as to make my
stay another winter necessary, I may possibly stay,
because there would not be time for them to choose
another; but if it is common business, I shall leave
it with Mr. Jackson and proceed.

I do not, by the way, know how that appointment
came about, having no acquaintance that I can recol-
lect in that country. It has been mentioned in the
papers some time; but I have only just now received
a letter from Governor Wright, informing me that he
had that day given his assent to it, and expressing his
desire to correspond with me on all occasions, saying
the Committee, as soon as they could get their papers
ready, would write to me and acquaint me with their
business.*

We have lost Lord Clare from the Board of Trade.
He took me home from court the Sunday before his
removal, that I might dine with him, as he said,alone,
and talk over American affairs. He seemed as atten-
tive to them as if he was to continue ever so long.
He gave me a great deal of flummery, saying that,
though at my Examination I answered some of his
questions a little pertly, yet he liked me from that

I Dr. Franklin was appointed Agent for Georgia by an ordinance of
the Assembly, dated April 11, 1768, at a salary of one hundred pounds
sterling money of Great Britain, “over and above his reasonable
charges and disbursements.” The appointment was annually re-
newed while he remained in England, and the salary was enlarged to
two hundred pounds a year.—Eb.
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day for the spirit I showed in defence of my country;
and at parting, after we had drunk a bottle and a half
of claret each, he hugged and kissed me, protesting
he never in his life met with a man he was so much
in love with. This I write for your amusement.
You see by the nature of this whole letter that it is
to yourself only. It may serve to prepare your mind
for any event that shall happen.

If Mr. Grenville comes into power again, in any
department respecting America, I must refuse to ac-
cept of any thing that may seem to put me in his
power, because I apprehend a breach between the
two countries; and that refusal might give offence.
So that, you see, a turn of a die may make a great
difference in our affairs. We may be either promoted
or discarded; one or the other seems likely soon to
be the case, but it is hard to divine which. Iam my-
self grown so old as to feel much less than formerly
the spur of ambition; and if it were not for the flat-
tering expectation, that by being fixed here I might
more effectually serve my country, I should certainly
determine for retirement without a moment’s hesita-
tion. I am, as ever, your affectionate father,

B. FRANKLIN.

CCCXXXVIII

TO JOSEPH GALLOWAY
.

Loxpon, 2 July, 1768,

DEAR Sir:—Since my last nothing material has
occurred here relating to American affairs, except the
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removal of Lord Clare from the head of the Board of
Trade to the treasury of Ireland, and the return of
Lord Hillsborough to the Board of Trade as first
commissioner, retaining the title and powers of secre-
tary of state for the colonies. This change was very
sudden and unexpected. My Lord Clare took me
home from court to dine with him but two days be-
fore, saying he should be without other company and
wanted to talk with me on sundry American busi-
nesses. We had accordingly a good deal of conver-
sation on our affairs, in which he seemed to interest
himself with all the attention that could be supposed
in a minister who expected to continue in the man-
agement of them. This was on Sunday, and on the
Tuesday following he was removed. Whether my
Lord Hillsborough’'s administration will be more
stable than others have been for a long time, is quite
uncertain; but as his inclinations are rather favorable
towards us (so far as he thinks consistent with what
he supposes the unquestionable rights of Britain),
I cannot but wish it may continue, especially as these
perpetual mutations prevent the progress of all
business.

But another change is now talked of that gives me
great uneasiness. Several of the Bedford party being
now got in, it has been for some time apprehended
that they would sooner or later draw their friend
Mr. Grenville in after them. It is now said he is to
be secretary of state, in the room of Lord Shelburne.
If this should take place, or if in any other shape
he comes again into power, I fear his sentiments
of the Americans, and theirs of him, will occasion
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such clashings as may be attended with fatal con-
sequences. The last accounts from your part of the
world, of the combinations relating to commerce with
this country, and resolutions concerning the duties
here laid upon it, occasion much serious reflection;
and it is thought the points in dispute between the
two countries will not fail to come under the con-
sideration of Parliament early in next session. Our
friends wonder that I persist in my intention of re-
turning this summer, alleging that I might be of
much more service to my country here than I can be
there, and wishing me by all means to stay the ensu-
ing winter, as the presence of persons well acquainted
with America,and of ability to represent these affairs
in a proper light, will then be highly necessary. My
private concerns, however, so much require my pres-
ence at home, that I have not yet suffered myself to
be persuaded by their partial opinion of me.

The tumults and disorders, that prevailed here
lately, have now pretty well subsided. Wilkes’ out-
lawry is reversed, but he is sentenced to twenty-two
months imprisonment, and one thousand pounds fine,
which his friends, who feared he would be pilloried,
seem rather satisfied with. The importation of corn,
a pretty good hay harvest, now near over, and the
prospect of plenty from a fine crop of wheat, make
the poor more patient, in hopes of an abatement in
the price of provisions; so that, unless want of em-
ployment by the failure of American orders should
distress them, they are like to be tolerably quiet.

I purpose writing to you again by the packet that
goes next Saturday, and therefore now only add that
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I am, with sincere esteem, dear Sir, your most obe-
dient and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN.

CCCXXXIX

TO M. DUBOURG.
LoNnpon, 28 July, 1768.

I greatly approve the epithet which you give, in
your letter of the 8th of June, to the new method of
treating the small-pox, which you call the tonic or
bracing method; I will take occasion from it to men-
tion a practice to which I have accustomed myself.
You know the cold bath has long been in vogue here
as a tonic; but the shock of the cold water has
always appeared to me, generally speaking, as too
violent, and I have found it much more agreeable to
my constitution to bathe in another element, I mean
cold air. 'With this view I rise almost every morning
and sit in my chamber without any clothes whatever,
half an hour or an hour, according to the season,
either reading or writing. This practice is not in the
least painful, but, on the contrary, agreeable; and, if
I return to bed afterwards, before I dress myself, as
sometimes happens, 1 make a supplement to my
night’s rest of one or two hours of the most pleasing
sleep that can be imagined. I find no ill conse-
quences whatever resulting from it, and that at least
it does not injure my health, if it does not in fact con-
tribute much to its perservation. I shall therefore
call it for the future a bracing or tonic bath.

B. FRANKLIN.

T Translated from M. Dubourg’s edition of Franklin’s Works, vol.
iL, p. 310.
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CCCXL

TO DUPONT DE NEMOURS ®

Lonpon, 28 July, 1768.

I received your obliging letter of the 1oth May,
with the most acceptable present of your Phystocratie,
which I have read with great pleasure, and received
from it a great deal of instruction. There is such a
freedom from local and national prejudices and par-
tialities, so much benevolence to mankind in general,
so much goodness mixt with the wisdom, in the prin-
ciples of your new philosophy, that I am perfectly
charmed with them, and wish I could have stayed in

T Among the cherished friendships which grew out of Franklin's
visit to Paris in 1767-8, was that with Dupont de Nemours, one of the
chief apostles of the school of French Ecomomistes, of whom Doctor
Quesnay and the Marquis de Mirabeau were the high priests. Dupont
studied for the medical profession, but his attention was early turned
aside to economical and agricultural inquiries about which he became
a voluminous writer. He enjoyed the confidence of Turgot, under
whom he took office. He afterward wrote the Mémotres sur la Vie de
Turgot. He assisted Vergennes in negotiating the treaty for the recog-
nition of the Independence of the United States in 1982, and the treaty
of commerce with Great Britain of 1986. During the French Revolu-
tion he found it convenient to emigrate to the United States. On his
return he assisted in negotiating the purchase of Louisiana by the
United States, and, at the request of Jefferson, prepared a scheme of
national education for the young republic, which was published in
1812 and entitled Sur I'Education Nationale dans les Etats Unis. On
the downfall of Napoleon in 1814, Dupont became Secretary to the
Provisional government, and on the restoration was made Counsellor
of State The return of the Emperorin 1815 determined him to leave
France and join his two sons, who had settled on the banks of the
Delaware, where they had established a powder manufactory, which
is still one of the flourishing industries of the country. He died there
in 1817. Dupont failed to see Franklin on his first visit to Paris, but
soon after his return sent him his treatise entitled Phystocratse and
with it a letter, to which, the letter in the text is a reply.
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France for some time, to have studied in your school,
that I might by conversing with its founders have
made myself quite a master of that philosophy. . . .
I had, before I went into your country, seen some
letters of yours to Dr. Templeman, that gave me a
high opinion of the doctrines you are engaged in cul-
tivating and of your personal talents and abilities,
which made me greatly desirous of seeing you. Since
I had not that good fortune, the next best thing is the
advantage you are so good to offer me of your corre-
spondence, which I shall ever highly wvalue, and
endeavor to cultivate with all the diligence I am
capable of.

I am sorry to find that that wisdom which sees the
welfare of the parts in the prosperity of the whole,
seems yet not to be known in this country. .
We are so far from conceiving that what is best for
mankind, or even for Europe in general, may be best
for us, that we are even studying to establish and
extend a separate interest of Britain, to the prejudice
of even Ireland and our own colonies. . . . Itis
from your philosophy only that the maxims of a con-
trary and more happy conduct are to be drawn, which
I therefore sincerely wish may grow and increase till
it becomes the governing philosophy of the human
species, as it must be that of superior beings in better
worlds. I take the liberty of sending you a little
fragment that has some tincture of it, which, on that
account, I hope may be acceptable.

Be so good as to present my sincere respect to that
venerable apostle, Dr. Quesnay, and to the illustrious
Ami des Hommes (of whose civilities to me at Paris I
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retain a grateful remembrance), and believe me to
be, with real and very great esteem, Sir,
Your obliged and most obedient humble servant,
B. FRANKLIN.

CCCXLI

TO JOHN ALLEYNE, ESQ.

CRAVEN STREET, 9 August, 1768.

DEAR Jack:—You desire, you say, my impartial
thoughts on the subject of an early marriage, by way
of answer to the numberless objections that have
been made by numerous persons to your own. You
may remember, when you consulted me on the occa-
sion, that I thought youth on both sides to be no
objection. Indeed, from the marriages that have
fallen under my observation, I am rather inclined to
think that early ones stand the best chance of happi-
ness. The temper and habits of the young are not
yet become so stiff and uncomplying as when more
advanced 1in life; they form more easily to each other,
and hence many occasions of disgust are removed.
And if youth has less of that prudence which is neces-
sary to manage a family, yet the parents and elder
friends of young married persons are generally at
hand to afford their advice, which amply supplies
that defect; and by early marriage youth is sooner
formed to regular and useful life; and possibly some
of those accidents or connexions that might have in-
jured the constitution, or reputation, or both, are
thereby happily prevented.

Particular circumstances of particular persons may
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possibly sometimes make it prudent to delay entering
into that state; but in general, when nature has ren-
dered our bodies fit for it, the presumption is in na-
ture’s favor, that she has not judged amiss in making
us desire it. Late marriages are often attended, too,
with this further inconvenience, that there is not the
same chance that the parents shall live to see their
offspring educated. ‘‘Late children,” says the Span-
ish proverb, “are early orphans.” A melancholy re-
flection to those whose case it may be! With us in
America, marriages are generally in the morning of
life; our children are therefore educated and settled
in the world by noon; and thus, our business being
done, we have an afternoon and evening of cheerful
leisure to ourselves; such as our friend at present en-
joys. By these early marriages we are blessed with
more children; and from the mode among us,
founded by nature, every mother suckling and nurs-
ing her own child, more of them are raised. Thence
the swift progress of population among us, unparal-
leled in Europe.

In fine, I am glad you are married, and congratu-
late you most cordially upon it. You are now in the
way of becoming a useful citizen; and you have es-
caped the unnatural state of celibacy for life, the fate
of many here, who never intended it, but who, having
too long postponed the change of their condition, find
at length that it is too late to think of it, and so live
all their lives in a situation that greatly lessens a
man’s value. An odd volume of a set of books bears
not the value of its proportion to the set. What
think you of the odd half of a pair of scissors? It
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cannot well cut any thing; it may possibly serve to
scrape a trencher.

Pray make my compliments and best wishes accep-
table to your bride. I am old and heavy, or I should
ere this have presented them in person. I shall make
but small use of the old man’s privilege, that of giv-
ing advice to younger friends. Treat your wife al-
ways with respect; it will procure respect to you, not
only from her, but from all that observe it. Never
use a slighting expression to her, even in jest, for
slights in jest, after frequent bandyings, are apt to
end in angry earnest. Be studious in your profes-
sion, and you will be learned. Be industrious and
frugal, and you will be rich. Be sober and temper-
ate, and you will be healthy. Be in general virtuous,
and you will be happy. At least you will, by such
conduct, stand the best chance for such consequenc-
es. I pray God to bless you both; being ever your
affectionate friend, B. FRANKLIN.

CCCXLII
A SCHEME

- FOR A
NEW ALPHABET AND REFORMED MODE OF SPELLING
WITH

REMARKS AND EXAMPLES CONCERNING THE SAME, AND AN ENQUIRY INTO
ITS USES, IN A CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MISS STEVENSON
AND DR. FRANKLIN, WRITTEN IN THE CHARACTERS
OF THE ALPHABRT'

I hope I shall be forgiven for observing that even
our present printed and written characters are funda-
mentally the same. The (Roman) printed one’ is

* For the nature and intention of this alphabet, I must refer to what
Dr. Franklin has himself said upon the subject, in answer to Miss
Stevenson’s objections; as the reader may understand the whole in
an hour or two. It is necessary to add, that the new letters used in
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certainly the neatest, simplest, and most legible of
the two; but for the sake of ease and rapidity in our
writing, it seems we there insert a number of joining
or terminating strokes, substitute curves for angles,
and give the letters a small inclination, to which rules
even the letters q, g, 7, and w, are easily reconcilable.
This will cease to appear a remark of mere curiosity,
if applied to the deciphering of foreign correspond-
ence. But for this purpose I would add that the
French in particular seem to treat the small up-stroke
in the letters k, p, and ¢, as proceeding originally in an
angle from the bottom of the down-stroke: they there-
fore begin it with a curve from the bottom, and keep
1t all the way distinct; hence forming their written r
much like our written v. This last letter v, they
again distinguish by a loop at the bottom; which loop
they often place where we place an outward curve.
The remarkable terminating s which they sometimes
use, seems intended for our printed s begun from the
bottom, but from corrupt writing inverted and put
horizontally, instead of vertically. It is rather from
bad writing than system that their #» and m appear
like w andw. I could go on to speak of the formation
of written and printed capstals, but as this would be a
work of mere curiosity, I leave it for the reader’s

amusement.

the course of printing this paper, are exactly copied from the manu-
script in my possession; there being no provision for a distinction in
the character as written or printed. 1 have no other way, therefore,
of marking the scored parts of the manuscript (answering to dtalics)
than by placing such passages between inverted commas. As to
capitals, I should have provided for them by means of larger types, but
the form of some of them would have made them too large for the
page. However, were the author’s general system ever adopted,
nothing would be easier than to remedy this particular.—B. V.

i
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TABLE OF THE

SOUNDED, RESPRCTIVELY, AS IN THE WORDS IN THE COLUMN BELOW

Characters

o
a*

Qo™ N N ;N
L

*

*%O*G\hg_&mmwn.

3

Old.

John, folly; awl, ball.

Man, can.

Men, lend, name, lane.

Did, sin, deed, seen.

Tool, fool, rule.

um, un; as in umbrage, unto, &c., and as in
er.

Hunter, happy, high.

Give, gather.
Keep, kick.
(sh) Ship, wish.
(ng) ing, repeating, among.
End.

Art.

Teeth.

Deed.

Ell, tell.
Essence.

(ez) Wages.
(th) Think.
(dh) Thy.
Effect.

Ever.

Bees.

Peep.

Ember.

* The six new letters are marked with an asterisk (*), to distinguish
them and show how few new sounds are proposed.
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REFORMED ALPHABET

Names of
Letters as
expressed 1
the reformed MANNER OF PRONOUNCING THE SOUNDS

The first VOWEL naturally, and deepest sound, requires
only to open the mouth, and breathe through it.

The next requiring the mouth opened a little more, or
hollower.

a
@  The next, a little more,

€  The next requires the tongue to be a little more elevated.
1

u

The next still more.
The next requires the lips to be gathered up, leaving a
small opening.
The next a very short vowel, the sound of which we should
Yy express in our present letters thus, #k, ashort, and not
very strong aspiration.
huh A stronger or more forcible aspiration.
i The first CoNsoNANT; being formed by the root of the
g tongue; this is the present hard g
ki A kindred sound; a little more acute; to be used instead
z of the hard c.

. A new letter wanted in our language; our sk, separately
1sh taken, not being proper elements of the sound.

. A new letter wanted for the same reason —These are
mg formed back in the mouth.

Formed more forward in the mouth, the #p of the tongue to
en the roof of the mouth.

The same, the tip of the tongue a little loose or separate
r from the roof of the mouth, and vibrating

i The tip of the tongue more forward, touching, and then
t leaving the roof.

d? The same, touching a little fuller.

The same; touching just about the gums of the upper
teeth.

This sound 1s formed by the breath passing between the

es mosst end of the tongue and the upper tecth.

¢2 ‘The same, a httle denser and duller.

e& The tongue under, and a little behtnd, the upper teeth;
touching them, but so as to let the breath pass between.

e% The same; a little fuller.
ef Formed by the lower lip against the upper teeth.
€V The same; fuller and duller.
b The lips jull together, and opened as the air passes out.
pi The same; but a thinner sound.

em Thii closing of the lips, while the ¢ [here annexed] is sound-
VOL. V =3 &
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REMARKS ON THE ALPHABETICAL TABLE

[ It is endeavoured to give the alphabet

a more natural order; beginning first with

2 the simple sounds formed by the breath,

with none or very little help of tongue,

y huh teeth, and lips, and produced chiefly in
the windpipe.

Then coming forward to those formed
by the roof of the tongue next to the
windpipe.

Then to those formed more forward,
by the fore part of the tongue against the
roof of the mouth.

Then those formed still more forward,
in the mouth, by the tip of the tongue
appliedfirst to the roots of the upper teeth.

{ Then to those formed by the tip of the

[¢)

to

gk

rn
td

A

B th

% dh tongue applied to the ends or edges of the

upper teeth.

Then to those formed still more for-
ward, by the under lip applied to the
upper teeth.

Then to those formed yet more for-
ward, by the upper and under lip opening
to let out the sounding breath.

And lastly, ending with the shutting up
of the mouth, or closing the lips, while
any vowel is sounding.

o

m

In this alphabet ¢ is omitted as unnecessary; k
supplying its hard sound, and s the soft; k also sup-
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plies well the place of g, and, with an s added, the
place of x; ¢ and x are therefore omitted. The
vowel #u, being sounded as 0o, makes the w unneces-
sary. The y, where used simply, is supplied by 2
and, where as a diphthong, by two vowels; that letter
is therefore omitted as useless. The jod j is also
omitted, its sound being supplied by the new letter
/2, ish, which serves other purposes, assisting in the
formation of other sounds; thus the /£ with a d before
1t gives the sound of the jod § and soft g, asin “ James,
January, giant, gentle,” " dficems, dfianuerz, dfiyiant,
dfientel ’; with a t before it, it gives the sound of
ch, as in “ cherry, chip,” ““ tfiers, tfizp”’; and, with a z
before it, the French sound of thejod 7,as in“ jamais,”’
“zliame.”’

Thus the g has no longer two different sounds, which
occasioned confusion, but is, as every letter ought to
be, confined to one. The same is to be observed in
all the letters, vowels, and consonants, that wherever
they are met with, or in whatever company, their
sound is always the same. It is also intended, that
there be no superfluous letters used in spelling; that
is, no letter that is not sounded; and this alphabet,
by six new letters, provides that there be no distinct
sounds in the language wrthout letters to express them.
As to the difference between short and long vowels,
it is naturally expressed by a single vowel where
short, a double one where long; as for “mend,” write
“mend,”’ but for “ remain’d,” write “ remeen’d;’’ for
“did,” write “did,” but for “deed,” write “diid,”
&c.

What in our common alphabet is supposed the
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third vowel, %, as we sound it, is as a diphthong,
consisting of two of our vowels joined; viz. ¥ as
sounded in “into,” and ¢ in its true sound. Any
one will be sensible of this, who sounds those two
vowels % ¢ quick after each other; the sound begins
7y and ends #z. The true sound of the 7 is that we
now give to ¢ in the words “deed, keep.” Though
a single vowel appears to be put in the table for did
and deed equally, yet in the remarks—above—the lat-
ter is made to require two z’s. Perhaps the same
doubling of the vowel is meant for name and lane;
for certainly name is not pronounced as nem, in the
expression nem. con., corresponding to the sound in
men. Some critics may probably think that these
two sets of sounds are so distinct as to require dif-
ferent characters to express them : since in mem,
pronounced affectedly for ma’am—madam—and cor-
responding in sound to men, the lips are kept close
to the teeth, and perpendicular to each other; but in
maim, corresponding in sound to name, the lips are
placed poutingly and flat towards each other; a re-
mark that might be applied with little variation to
did and deed compared. As this is a subject I have
never much examined, it becomes me only to add,
that spelling may be considered as “an analysis of
the operations of the organs of speech, where each
separate letter has to represent a different move-
ment’’; and that among these organs of speech, we
are to enumerate the epiglottis, and perhaps even
the lungs themselves, not merely as furnishing air for
sound, but as modifying the sound of that air both in
tnhaling and expelling it.
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EXAMPLES

So huen sym endfiel byi divyin kamand,

Uzl ryiziy tempests fieeks e gilti land,

(Sytfi az av leet or peel Britania past, )
Kalm and siritn ki dyyivs i _fiurtys blast;
And pliizd ) almyzites ardyrs tu pyrfarm,
Ruyzds in ki huyriuind and dyivekts hi starm,

So %z prur limpid striem, huen fawul ui}) steens
av ryficy tavents and disendzy reens,

Uyrks dtself kitiv, and az it. ryns rifyins;
77l byt digreds, i flotiy maryr fiyins,

Riflekts ditfi flaur fat an its bardyr groz,
And e nu hev'n in tts feer byzym Jioz.

FROM MISS STEVENSON TO B. FRANKLIN

Kensigtyn, 26 Septembyr, 1768.

Disr Syr:—yi hav transkryibd tur alfabet, &,
kuitli yi hink myit b av syrois tu oz, ku uifi to akuyzy
an akiuret pronynsiefiyn, tf hat kuld bz fiks'd; byt yi
S ment inkanvitniensts, az uel az difikyltis fat wuld
atend 7 brigiy sur letyrs and arfjagrafi intu kamyn
wus. aal aur etimalodfiiz uuld be last, kansikuentli us
kuld nat asyrteen hji miiniy av meni uyrds,; %7 dis-
tinkfiyn, tu, bitutin wyrds av difyrent miiniy and sim-
tlar saund uuld bi tusles, ynles ut liviy ryiters pyblefi
nu sdifiyns. In fiart yi biliiv ur myst let pripel spel
an in heer old ue, and (as wui fyind it tisizest) du Tz
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seem aurselves. With ease and sincerity I can, in the
old way, subscribe myself, Dear Sir,
Your faithful and affectionate servant,
Dr. FRANKLIN. M. S.

ANSWER TO MISS STEVENSON

Disy Madam -—Thi abdfickfiyn tu meek to vektsfyiipg
awur alfabet, * fat it url bi atended wi}) inkanviniensiz
and difikyltiz,” iz e natural wyn, far it aluaz akyrz
huen ent refarmefiyn ts propozed ; huehyr in vilidfiyn,
gyvernment, laz, and tven daun az lo az rods and huil
karidfizz. Tt tru kuestfiyn hen, is nat huelyr haer
utl bi no difikyltiz ar inkanviniensiz, byt huelyr fpz
difikyltiz mé nat bt syrmaunted,; and huelyyr hi kan-
viniensiz uzl nat, an fi huol, bz grétyr han Jjt inkan-
vintensiz.  In fis kes, i difikyltiz er onlt tn Jjt biginiy
av i praktis; huen Dé er wyns ovyrkym, fi advan-
tedfiez er lastin.— To yihyr tu ar mi, hu spel uel in
he prezent mod, yi imadfiin 77 difikylt av tfiendfiiy
hat mod far h nu, iz nat so grét, byt fat ui mydt
Pyrfektli git ovyr it in a uitk's ryitiy.—Az to foz hu
du nat spel uel, if iz tu difikyltiz er kympérd, viz.,
hat av titficy hem tru speliy in Bji prezent mod, and
hat av titfiig Tem hi nu alfabet and Bi nu speliy
akardiy to it, yi am kanfident fat fjz latyr wuld bi
byt far Bi list. ¢ natyralt fal into e nu mehyd
alrekdi, az mytfi az h7 imperfekfiyn av hér alfabet
uil admit av,; hér prezent bad speliy iz onli bad,
bikaz kantreri to iz prezent bad ruls; yndyr i nu
ruls it wuld bi gud.—7 difikylt: av lyrniy to spel uel
in 7 old ué iz so grét, fat fiu atén it; hauzands
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and hauzands ryitiy an to old edfi, uihaut ever bizy
ebil to akuyir it. T iz, bisyidz, e difikylti kantinuali
inkriisiy, az Rz saund graduali veriz mor and mor
Jram hi speliy ; and fo faremyrs' it méks hi lyrniy
o pronauns aur laguedfi, az riten tin aur buks, almost
impastbil.

Nau az to “fji inkanviniensiz” iu menfiyn.—hz
Jyrst iz, hat “ aal aur etitmalodficz wuld bi last, kan-
stkuentlt ui kuld nat asyrteen ji mitniy av meni
uyrds.” —Etimalodficz er at prezent veri ynsyrteen ;
byt sytfi az fé er, Bz old buks uuld stil prizyrv fem,
and etimalodfiists uuld fyind fem. Uyrds in Ji
kors av tyim, tfiendfi fjer miiniys, az uel az fer spelip
and pronynsiefiyn,; and ui du nat luk to etimalodfii
Sar fer prezent mitniys. If yi fiuld kal ¢ man e neev
and e vilen, hi uuld hardli bi satisfyid wily myi teliyg
kim, hat uyn av fji wyrds ovidfisnal signifyid onl: e
lad ar syrvant; and %i yhyr, an yndyr plauman, ar
% inhabitant av e viledfi. 1t iz fram prezent tusedf
onli, iz miinty av uyrds 2z o b7 dityrmined.

Lur sekynd inkanviniens iz, hat “'fi distinkfiyn
bituzin wyrds av difyrent mitniy and similar saund

1 Dr. Franklin used to lay some little stress on this circumstance,
when he occasionally spoke on the subject. ‘A dictionary, formed
on this model, would have been serviceable to him, he said, even as an
American”’; because, from the want of public examples of pronuncia-
tion in his own country, it was often difficult to learn the proper
sound of certain words, which occurred very frequently in our English
writings, and which of course every American very well understood
as to their meaning. I think I have seen a French grammar which
endeavored to represent the French pronunciation by a resolution of
it into English letters, but for want of proper characters it seemed an
embarrassed business., Is not the bad spelling observedin French
manuscripts owing in some degree to the great variance between their
orthography and pronunciation?—B. V.
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wuld bt distrayid.”—Tat distinkfiyn iz alvead: di-
strayid in pronaunsiy fem,; and ui rilyi an fji sens
alon av i sentens to asyrteen, huifi av i several
uyrds, stmilar in saund, wi intend. If fis iz syfifient
n hi rapiditc av diskors, it wuil bi mutfi mor so in
viten sentenses, huilthh mé bi ved lezfiurli, and atended
to mor partikularli in kes av difikylts, han ui kan
atend to e paft sentens, kuyil e spikyr 1z hyryiiy ys
alay uil) nu wyns.

Lur hyrd inkanviniens iz, at “ aal i buks alved:
riten uuld bt tusles.”—7his inkanviniens uuld onli kym
an graduali, tn e kors av edfies. [u and yi, and yhyr
naw lviy ridyrs, wuld hardls farget jjz tus av fem.
Pitpil wnld log lyrn to ridd Tz old ryitiy, fho Tjé praktist
%t nu.— And hz inkanviniens iz nat greter han huat
hes aktuali hapend in e similar kes, tn Itel. Farmerli
#ts enkabitants aal spok and vot Latin,; az 7t laguedfi
tfiendfid, Tt speliy falo'd it. It iz tru fat, at prezent,
e miir ynlern'd ltalien kanat riid fji Latin buks,; ho
hé er stil red and yndyrstud byi mens. Buyt, if fi spel-
iy had nevyr bin ifiendfied, hi uuld naw kev faund it
mytfi mor difpkylt to riid and ryil hiz on lapuadf ;
JSar riten wyrds wuld heve had no riléfiyn to saunds,
%t uuld onli hev stud far fips; so fat if ki wuld
ekspres in ryitiy i yidia ki hez huen ki saunds Gi
uyrd Vescovo, Az myst tuz i letterz Episcopus.—In
fiart, huatever e difikyliiz and inkanviniensiz naw
er, hé wil bi mor tizile syrmaunted nau, han hirvaftyr
and sym tyim ar yhyr, it myst bi dyn; ar aur ryitiy
wil bikym Bi sém wil) hr Thyiniiz,* az to fi difekylts

t Chinese,
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av lyrniy and tuzing tt. And it uuld alvedi hev bin
sytfi, if ui had kantinud i Saksyn speliy and ryitiy,
tuzed byt our forfafers.
yz am, my dicr frind, turs afekfiynetls,
B. FRANKLIN.
Lyndyn,
Kreven-striit, Sept. 28, 1768.

CCCXLIII

TO MRS. DEBORAH FRANKLIN

Loxnpon, 5 October, 1768.

My DEear CHiLD:—It feels very strange to have
ships and packets come in, and no letters from you.
But I do not complain of it, because I know the
reason is, my having written to you that I was com-
ing home. That you may not hawe the same dis-
agreeable sensation, I write this line, though I have
written largely by the late ship, and therefore have
little left to say. I have lately been in the country
to spend a few days at friends’ houses, and to breathe
a little fresh air. I have made no very long journey
this summer as usual, finding myself in very good
health, a greater share of which I believe few enjoy
at my time of life; but we are not to expect it will
be always sunshine. Cousin Folger, who is just
arrived from Boston, tells me he saw our son and
daughter Bache at that place, and that they were go-
ing farther, being very well, which I was glad to
hear. My love to them and all friends, from your

ever affectionate husband.
B. FRANKLIN.
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CCCXLIV

FROM JOSEPH GALLOWAY TO B. FRANKLIN

PHILADELPHIA, 17 October, 1768.

DEaRr Sir:—1I have for some time omitted to write
to you, from an apprehension that my letters might
not meet you in England. But finding by your favor
of August 13th, now before me, that you have altered
your intention of seeing America this fall, I again
resume my pen.

The new Assembly of this province, chiefly com-
posed of the old members, adjourned on Saturday last
to the 2d of January. They have again appointed
yourself and Mr. Jackson their agents, to whom I
enclose a letter from the Committee of Correspon-
dence. You will perceive by it that they have a sixth
time renewed the instructions relating to a change of
government, every member now approving of the
measure, save the Chief-Justice. So that you are
not to judge of the desire of the House to have the
measure accomplished by the brevity of the letter,
which was occasioned by the shortness of their sitting,
and the fulness of the instructions of former Houses,
which rendered much on the subject unnecessary.

I am much obliged by the particular account of the
situation in which this matter stands. No part of it,
which you wish to be concealed, shall transpire. You
really judge right; should the petitions be rejected or
neglected, the crown will never have the like request
made by the people, nor such another opportunity of
resuming one of the most beneficial governments in
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America. Their own welfare will oblige them to
court the proprietary favor; and, should they con-
tinue to gratify the people, by the lenient measures
adopted during the last year, they will place all their
confidence in them, and lose all ideas of loyalty or
affection to the person, where alone they ought to be
fixed. The revenues of our Proprietaries are im-
mense; not much short, at this time, of one hundred
thousand pounds per annum. And, had they as
much policy as money, they might easily find means
with their vast treasure so to endear themselves to
the people, as to prevail on them to forget all duty
and affection to others. As to the peoples paying, it
never can be done, nor is it just they should; nor
would they ever agree to establish fixed salaries on
governors, for the reasons you have mentioned.

It is truly discouraging to a people, who wish well
to the mother country, and by their dutiful behaviour
during these times of American confusion have re-
commended themselves to the crown, to have an ap-
plication so honorable and beneficial to the latter so
much neglected. Would the ministry coolly attend
to the matter, it would certainly be otherwise. How-
ever, I am convinced, should the people once despair
of the change, either the greatest confusion, or the
consequence you have pointed out, will assuredly
ensue.

Two regiments, commanded by Colonel Dalrym-
ple, are arrived at Boston, and we learn the town is
providing quarters for them; so that I hope the mis-
chiefs, which some have thought would attend that
measure, will not follow. Great pains have been
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taken in this city by some hot-headed, indiscreet men,
to raise a spirit of violence against the late act of Par-
liament; but the design was crushed in its beginning
by our friends so effectually, that I think we shall not
soon have it renewed.

Your continuance in London this winter gives the
Assembly much satisfaction, as there is a great prob-
ability that American affairs will come before the
present Parliament, and they have the fullest con-
fidence in you. My good friend, Governor Franklin,
is now at Fort Stanwix with Sir Willlam Johnson,
where a treaty is holding respecting a general bound-
ary. 1 have had a letter from him since his arrival
there, and he is well. 1 write in much hurry, which
will apologize for incorrectness. Believe me, my
dear friend, with the most perfect esteem, &c.,

JosEpH GALLOWAY.

CCCXLV

. TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

Lowpon, October, 1768.

I see very clearly the unhappiness of your situa-
tion, and that it does not arise from any fault in you.
I pity you most sincerely. I should not, however,
have thought of giving you advice on this occasion,
if you had not requested it, believing, as I do, that
your own good sense is more than sufficient to direct
you in every point of duty to others and yourself.
If, then, I should advise you to any thing that may
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be contrary to your own opinion, do not imagine that
I shall condemn you if you do not follow such advice.
I shall only think that, from a better acquaintance
with circumstances, you form a better judgment of
what is fit for you to do.

Now, I conceive with you, that , both from
her affection to you, and from the long habit of hav-
ing you with her, would really be miserable without
you. Her temper, perhaps, was never of the best;
and, when that is the case, age seldom mends it.
Much of her unhappiness must arise from thence;
and since wrong turns of mind, when confirmed by
time, are almost as little in our power to cure as those
of the body, I think with you that her case is a com-
passionable one.

If she had, through her own imprudence, brought
on herself any grievous sickness, I know you would
think it your duty to attend and nurse her with filial
tenderness, even were your own health to be endan-
gered by it. Your apprehension, therefore, is right,
that it may be your duty to live with her, though in-
consistent with your happiness and your interest;
but this can only mean present interest and present
happiness; ‘for I think your future, greater, and more
lasting interest and happiness will arise from the
reflection that you have done your duty, and from
the high rank you will ever hold in the esteem
of all that know you, for having persevered in doing
that duty under so many and great discouragements.

My advice, then, must be, that you return to her as
soon as the time proposed for your visit is expired;
and that you continue, by every means in your power,
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to make the remainder of her days as comfortable
to her as possible. Invent amusements for her; be
pleased when she accepts of them, and patient when
she perhaps peevishly rejects them. I know this is
hard, but I think you are equal to it; not from any
servility of temper, but from abundant goodness. In
the meantime, all your friends, sensible of your pres-
ent uncomfortable situation, should endeavour to ease
your burden, by acting in concert with you, and to
give her as many opportunities as possible of enjoy-
ing the pleasures of society, for your sake.

Nothing is more apt to sour the temper of aged peo-
ple, than the apprehension that they are neglected;
and they are extremely apt to entertain such sus-
picions. It was therefore that I proposed asking her
to be of our late party; but, your mother disliking it,
the motion was dropped, as some others have been,
by my too great easiness, contrary to my judgment.
Not but that I was sensible her being with us might
have lessened our pleasure, but I hoped it might have
prevented you some pain.

In fine, nothing can contribute to true happiness,
that is inconsistent with duty; nor can a course of
action, conformable to it, be finally without an ample
reward. For God governs; and he is good. 1 pray
him to direct you; and, indeed, you will never be
without his direction, if you humbly ask it, and show
yourself always ready to obey it. Farewell, my dear
friend, and believe me ever sincerely and affection-
ately yours,

B. FRANKLIN.
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CCCXLVI

TO A FRIEND

Lonxpon, 28 November, 1768.

Dear Sir:—I received your obliging favor of the
12th instant. Your sentiments of the importance of
the present dispute between Great Britain and the
colonies appear to me extremely just. There is no-
thing I wish for more than to see it amicably and
equitably settled.

But Providence will bring about its own ends by
its own means; and if it intends the downfall of a
nation, that nation will be so blinded by its pride and
other passions as not to see its danger, or how its fall
may be prevented.

Being born and bred in one of the countries, and
having lived long and made many agreeable connex-
ions of friendship in the other, I wish all prosperity to
both; but I have talked and written so much and so
long on the subject, that my acquaintance are weary
of hearing, and the public of reading, any more of it,
which begins to make me weary of talking and writ-
ing; especially as I do not find that I have gained
any point in either country, except that of rendering
myself suspected by my impartiality; —in England,
of being too much an American, and in America, of
being too much an Englishman. Your opinion, how-
ever, weighs with me, and encourages me to try one
effort more, in afull though concise statementof facts,
accompanied with arguments drawn from those facts;
to be published about the meeting of Parliament,
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after the holidays. If any good may be done I shall
rejoice; but at present I almost despair.

Have you ever seen the barometer so low as of late?
The 22d instant mine was at 28.41, and yet the
weather fine and fair. With sincere esteem, I am,

dear friend, yours affectionately,
B. FrRANKLIN.

CCCXLVII

TO MRS. DEBORAH FRANKLIN

Lonnon, 21 December, 1768.

My Dear CHiLD:—I wonder to hear that my
friends were backward in bringing you my letters
when they arrived, and think it must be a mere im-
agination of yours, the effect of some melancholy
humor you happened then to bein. I condole with
you sincerely on poor Debby’s account, and I hope
she got well to her husband with her two children.

You say in yours of October 18th, “For me to
give you any uneasiness about your affairs here,
would be of no service, and I shall not at this time
enter on it.”” I am made by this to apprehend that
something is amiss, and perhaps have more uneasi-
ness from the uncertainty than I should have had
if you had told me what it was. I wish, therefore,
you would be explicit in your next. I rejoice that
my good old friend, Mr. Coleman, is got safe home
and continues well.

Remember me respectfully to Mr. Rhoads, Mr.
Wharton, Mr. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Duffield, neigh-
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bour Thomson, Dr. and Mrs. Redman, Mrs. Hopkin-
son, Mr. Duché, Dr. Morgan, Mr. Hopkinson, and
all the other friends you have from time to time
mentioned as inquiring after me. As you ask me, 1
can assure you that I do really intend, God willing,
to return in the summer, and that as soon as possible
after settling matters with Mr. Foxcroft, whom I ex-
pect in April or May. I am glad that you find so
much reason to be satisfied with Mr. Bache. I hope
all will prove for the best. Captain Falconer has
been arrived at Plymouth some time, but, the winds
being contrary, could get no farther; so I have not
yet received the apples, meal, &c., and fear they will
be spoiled. I send with this some of the new kind
of oats much admired here to make oatmeal of,
and for other uses, as being free from husks; and
some Swiss barley, six rows to an ear. Perhaps our
friends may like to try them, and you may distribute
the seed among them. Give some to Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Rhoads, Mr. Thomson, Mr. Bartram, our son,
and others.

I hope the cold you complain of in two of your
letters went off without any ill consequences. We
are, as you observe, blest with a great share of health,
considering our years, now sixty-three. For my own
part, I think of late that my constitution rather
mends. I have had but one touch of the gout, and
that a light one, since I left you. It was just after
my arrival here, so that this is the fourth winter I
have been free. Walking a great deal tires me less
than it used to do. I feel stronger and more active.
Yet I would not have you think that I fancy I shall

VOL. V.—4.
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grow young again. I know that men of my bulk
often fail suddenly. I know that, according to the
course of nature, I cannot at most continue much
longer, and that the living even of another day is un-
certain. I therefore now form no schemes but such
as are of immediate execution, indulging myself in
no future prospect except one, that of returning to
Philadelphia, there to spend the evening of life with
my friends and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Strahan, and Mr. and Mrs. West,
when I last saw them, desired to be kindly remem-
bered to you. Mrs. Stevenson and our Polly send
their love. Mr. Coombe, who seems a very agreeable
young man, lodges with us for the present. Adieu,
my dear Debby. I am, as ever, your affectionate

husband,
B. FrRANKLIN.

CCCXLVIII

TO MICHAEL COLLINSON, ESQ.

. [Date uncertain.]

DEAR Sir:—Understanding that on account of our
dear departed friend, Mr. Peter Collinson,’ is intended

* Peter Collinson, F. R. S., a very celebrated botanist, was descended
from a family of ancient standing in the county of Westmoreland, but
born himself in 1693, in Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street. His parents
realized a handsome fortune by trade in Gracechurch Street, the bulk
of which coming to Peter, who was the eldest son, he was enabled to
follow his favorite pursuit of natural history. He had one of the
finest gardens in England, at Peckham, in Surrey, whence he removed
in 1749 to Mill Hill, in the parish of Hendon in Middlesex, where he
died, in August, 1768. Mr. Collinson kept up a correspondence with
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to be given to the public, I cannot omit expressing
my approbation of the design. The characters of
good men are exemplary, and often stimulate the
well-disposed to an imitation, beneficial to mankind
and honorable to themselves. And as you may be
unacquainted with the following instance of his zeal
and usefulness in promoting knowledge, which fell
within my observation, I take the liberty of informing
you that in 1730, a subscription library being set on
foot at Philadelphia, he encouraged the design by
making several very valuable presents to it, and pro-
curing others from his friends; and as the library
company had a considerable sum arising annually to
be laid out in books, and needed a judicious friend in
London to transact the business for them, he vol-
untarily and cheerfully undertook that service, and
executed it for more than thirty years successively,
assisting in the choice of books, and taking the
whole care of collecting and shipping them, without
ever charging or accepting any consideration for his
trouble. The success of this library (greatly owing
to his kind countenance and good advice) encouraged
the erecting others in different places on the same
plan; and it is supposed there are now upwards of
thirty subsisting in the several colonies, which have
contributed greatly to the spreading of useful know-
ledge in that part of the world; the books he recom-
mended being all of that kind, and the catalogue of

men of science in all parts of the world, and he sent the first electrical
machine that was ever seen in America, as a present to the Philosoph-
ical Society at Philadelphia. He was also a liberal contributor to the
public library of that city; and an intimate friend of Dr. Franklin, who
received from him many hints and papers on the subject of electricity.
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the first library being much respected and followed
by those libraries that succeeded.

During the same time he transmitted to the
directors of the library the earliest account of
every new European improvement in agriculture
and the arts, and every philosophical discovery;
among which, in 1745, he sent over an account of
the new German experiments in electricity, together
with a glass tube, and some directions for using
it, so as to repeat those experiments. This was
the first notice I had of that curious subject, which 1
afterwards prosecuted with some diligence, being
encouraged by the friendly reception he gave to the
letters I wrote to him upon it. Please to accept this
small testimony of mine to his memory, for which 1
shall ever have the utmost respect; and believe
me, with sincere esteem, dear Sir, your most humble
servant,

B. FRANKLIN,

CCCXLIX

TO LORD KAMES

LonpoN, 1 January, 1769.

My Dear Frienp:—It is always a great pleasure
to me to hear from you, and would be a much
greater to be with you, to converse with you on the
subjects you mention, or any other. Possibly I may
one day enjoy that pleasure. In the meantime we
may use the privilege that the knowledge of letters
affords us, of conversing at a distance by the pen.
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I am glad to find you are turning your thoughts
to political subjects, and particularly to those of
money, taxes, manufactures, and commerce. The
world is yet much in the dark on these important
points; and many mischievous mistakes are continu-
ally made in the management of them. Most of our
acts of Parliament for regulating them are, in my
opinion, little better than political blunders, owing to
the ignorance of science or to the designs of crafty
men, who mislead the legislature, proposing some-
thing under the specious appearance of public good,
while the real aim is to sacrifice that to their private
interest. I hope a good deal of light may be thrown
on these subjects by vour sagacity and acuteness. I
only wish I could first have engaged you in discussing
the weighty points in dispute between Britain and
the colonies. But the long letter I wrote vou for
that purpose, in February or March, 1767, perhaps
never reached your hand, for I have not yet had a
word from you in answer to it.’

The act you inquire about had its rise thus: Dur-
ing the war Virginia issued great sums of paper
money for the payment of their troops to be sunk in
a number of years by taxes. The British merchants
trading thither received these bills in payment for
their goods, purchasing tobacco with them to send
home. The crop of tobacco one or two years falling
short, the factors, who were desirous of making a
speedy remittance, sought to pay, with the paper
money, bills of exchange. The number of bidders
for these bills raised the price of them thirty per cent.

I See supra the letter of April 11, 1767.
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above par. This was deemed so much loss to the
purchasers, and supposed to arise from a deprecia-
tion of the paper money. The merchants, on this
supposition, founded a complaint against that cur-
rency to the Board of Trade. Lord Hillsborough,
then at the head of that Board, took up the matter
strongly, and drew a report, which was presented to
the King in Council, against all paper currency in the
colonies. And, though there was no complaint
against it from any merchants but those trading to
Virginia, all those trading to the other colonies being
satisfied with its operation, yet the ministry proposed
and the Parliament came into the making a general
act, forbidding all future emissions of paper money,
that should be a legal tender in any colony whatever.

The Virginia merchants have since had the morti-
fication to find that, if they had kept the paper money
a year or two, the above-mentioned loss would have
been avoided; for as soon as tobacco became more
plenty, and of course bills of exchange also, the ex-
change fell as much as it before had risen. 1 was in
America when the act passed. On my return to
England I got the merchants trading to New York,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, &c., to meet, to
consider, and join in an application to have the re-
straining act repealed. To prevent this application,
a copy was put into the merchants’ hands of Lord
Hilisborough’s report, by which it was supposed they
might be convinced that such an application would
be wrong. They desired my sentiments on it, which
I gave in the paper I send you enclosed. I have no
copy by me of the report itself; but in my answer
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you will see a faithful abridgment of all the argu-
ments or reasons it contained. Lord Hillsborough
has read my answer, but says he is not convinced by
it, and adheres to his former opinion. We know
nothing can be done in Parliament; that the minister
is absolutely against, and therefore we let that point
rest for the present. And as I think a scarcity of
money will work with our other present motives for
lessening our fond extravagance in the use of the
superfluous manufactures of this country, which un-
kindly grudges us the enjoyment of common rights,
and will tend to lead us naturally into industry and
frugality, I am grown more indifferent about the re-
peal of the act, and if my countrymen will be advised
by me, we shall never ask it again.’

There is not, as I conceive, any new principle
wanting to account for the operations of air, and all
the affections of smoke in rooms and chimneys; but it
is difficult to advise in particular cases at a distance,
where one cannot have all the circumstances under
view. If two rooms and chimneys are “ perfectly
similar’’ in situation, dimension, and all other circum-
stances, it seems not possible that, “ in summer, when
no fire had been in either of them for some months,
and in a calm day, a current of air should at the same
time go up the chimney of the one, and down the
chimney of the other.”” But such difference may and
often does take place, from circumstances in which
they are dissimilar, and which dissimilarity is not
very obvious to those who have little studied the sub-
ject. As to your particular case, which you describe to

* See Vindication of the Provincial Paper Money System, vol. iv., p. 358.
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be that, “ after a whole day'’s fire, which must greatly
heat the vent, yet when the fire becomes low,so as not
to emit any smoke, neighbour smoke immediately
begins to descend and fill the room’’; this, if not
owing to particular winds, may be occasioned by a
stronger fire in another room, communicating with
yours by a door, the outer air being excluded by the
outward door’s being shut, whereby the stronger fire
finds it easier to be supplied with air down through
the vent in which the weak fire is, and thence through
the communicating door, than through the crevices.
If this is the circumstance, you will find that a supply
of air is only wanting, that may be sufficient for both
vents. If this is not the circumstance, send me, if
you please, a complete description of your room, its
situation and connexion, and possibly I may form a
better judgment; though I imagine your Professor
of Natural Philosophy, Mr. Russel, or Mr. George
Clark, may give you as good advice on the subject as
I can. But I shall take the liberty of sending you,
by the first convenient opportunity, a collection of
my philosophical papers lately published, in which
you will find something more relating to the motions
of air in chimneys.’

To commence a conversation with you on your
new project, I have thrown some of my present sen-
timents into the concise form of aphorisms, to be
examined between us, if you please, and rejected or

* Experiments and Observations on Electricity made at Philadelphia,
tn America, by B. Franklin, LL.D. and F.R.S., to which are added
Letiers and Papers on Phslosophical Subjects, &c. London: David
Henry, 1769, 4°.
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corrected and confirmed, as we shall find most proper.
I send them enclosed.’

With thanks for your good wishes, and with un-
alterable esteem, I remain, my dear friend, affec-

tionately yours,
B. FRANKLIN.

CCCL

TO JOHN BARTRAM

LonpoN, g January, 1769.

My DeARrR OLp Frienp:—I received your kind let-
ter of November s5th, and the box directed to the
King is since come to hand. I have written a line
to our late dear friend’s son? (who must be best
acquainted with the usual manner of transacting
your affairs here), to know whether he will take
charge of the delivery of it; if not, to request he
would inform me how or to whom it 1s to be sent for
the King. I expect his answer in a day or two, and
I shall, when I see him, inquire how your pension is

* These were probably Positions to be Examined concerning National
Wealth. See mnfra, April 4, 1769.

In his reply to the above letter, Lord Kames said. ‘' The letter you
mention about American affairs never came to hand. 1 have an
essay on the subject of your Queries, and you shall hear from me soon
about our agreeing or differing. I have a great fund of political know-
ledge reduced into writing, far from being ripe, but fit for your perusal.
If you will come to my aid, I know not but that we shall make a very
good thing of it. If not, it may be lost to the world, and what a loss
will that be!”—Edinburgh, January 21, 1769.

2 This ‘‘dear friend”’ was Peter Collinson, who had recently died,
and who had long corresponded with John Bartram.



58 The Works of [1769

hereafter to be applied for and received, though I
suppose he has written to you before this time.*

I hope your health continues, as mine does hith-
erto; but I wish you would now decline your long
and dangerous peregrinations in search of new
plants, and remain safe and quiet at home, employ-
ing your leisure hours in a work that is much wanted,
and which no one besides is so capable of performing.
I mean the writing a Natural History of our country.
I imagine it would prove profitable to you, and I am
sure it would do you honor. My respects and best
wishes attend Mrs. Bartram and your family. With

sincere esteem, I am, as ever, your affectionate friend,
B. FRANKLIN.

P. S.—Fanuary 28th.— The box is delivered,
according to Mr. Michael Collinson’s directions, at
Lord Bute’s. 1 have sent over some seed of naked
oats, and some of Swiss barley, six rows to one ear.
If you would choose to try some of it, call on Mrs.
Franklin.

CCCLI

TO M. LE ROY

LonpoN, 31 January, 1769.
Dear Sir:-—I received your obliging favor of
November 1s5th. I presented your compliments to
Sir John Pringle, who was glad with me to hear of

* Mr. Bartram’s merit as a naturalist attracted the attention of the
King, and he was appomnted American botanist to his Britannic Ma-
jesty, which station probably entitled him to a pension.
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your welfare, and desired me to offer his best re-
spects whenever I wrote to you. The Farmer's
Letters were written by one Mr. Dickinson, of Phila-
delphia, and not by me, as you seem to suppose. I
only caused them to be reprinted here with that little
Preface, and had no other hand in them, except that
I see some of my sentiments formerly published are
collected, and interwoven with those of others, and
his own, by the author. I am glad they afforded you
any amusement. It is true, as you have heard, that
troops are posted in Boston, on the pretence of pre-
venting riots and protecting the custom-house offi-
cers; but it is also true that there was no intention
among the people there to oppose the landing of
those troops, or to resist the execution of the law by
arms. The riots talked of were sudden, unpremedi-
tated things, that happened only among a few of the
lower sort. Their plan of making war on this
country is of a different kind. It is to be a war on
commerce only, and consists in an absolute deter-
mination to buy and use no more of the manufactures
of Britain till the act is repealed. This is already
agreed to by four provinces, and will be by all the
rest in the ensuing summer. Eleven ships now here
from Boston and New York, which would have car-
ried, one with another, fifty thousand pounds ster-
ling each in goods, are going away in their ballast,
as the Parliament seems determined not to repeal.
I am inclined to think, however, that it will alter its
mind before the end of the session. Otherwise it is
to be feared the breach will grow wider by successive
indiscretions on both sides.
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The subject you propose to me, the consequences
of allowing a free exportation of corn, the advan-
tages or disadvantages of the Concurrence, &c., is a
very extensive one; and I have been, and am at
present, so much occupied with our American affairs
as that, if I were ever so capable of handling it, I
have not time to engage in it at present to any pur-
pose. 1 think, however, with you, that the true
principles of commerce are yet but little understood,
and that most of the acts of Parliament, arréts and
edicts of princes and states, relating to commerce,
are political errors, solicited and obtained by par-
ticulars for private interest, under the pretext of
public good.

The bearer of this, Captain Overy, is a particular
friend of mine, who now only passes through Paris
for Lyons and Nice, but in his return may stay in
your city some time. He is a gentleman of excellent
character and great merit, and as such I beg leave to
recommend him to your civilities and advice, which
may be of great service to him, as he is quite a
stranger in Paris. With the greatest esteem and re-
spect, I am; dear Sir, your most obedient and most

humble servant,
B. FrANKLIN.

P. S.—Your English is extremely good; but if it
is more easy for you to write in French, do not give
yourself the trouble of writing in English, as I under-
stand your French perfectly well.
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CCCLII

TO LORD KAMES

Lonpon, 21 February, 1460.

My Dear Frienp:—I received your excellent
paper on the preferable use of oxen in agriculture,
and have put it in the way of being communicated
to the public here. I have observed in America that
the farmers are more thriving in those parts of the
country where horned cattle are used, than in those
where the labor is done by horses. The latter are
said to require twice the quantity of land to main-
tain them; and, after all, are not good to eat; at
least we do not think them so. Here is a waste of
land that might afford subsistence for so many of
the human species. Perhaps it was for this reason
that the Hebrew lawgiver, having promised that the
children of Israel should be as numerous as the sands
of the sea, not only took care to secure the health of
individuals by regulating their diet, that they might
be fitter for producing children, but also forbade
their using horses, as these horses would lessen the
quantity of subsistence for men. Thus we find,
when they took any horses from their enemies, they
destroyed them; and in the commandments, where
the labor of the ox and ass is mentioned, and for-
bidden on the Sabbath, there is no mention of the
horse, probably because they were to have none.
And, by the great armies suddenly raised in that
small territory they inhabited, it appears to have
been very full of people.

Food is always necessary to all, and much the
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greatest part of the labor of mankind is employed in
raising provisions for the mouth. Is not this kind
of labor, then, the fittest to be the standard by
which to measure the values of all other labor, and
consequently of all other things whose value depends
on the labor of making or procuring them? May not
even gold and silver be thus valued? If the labor of
the farmer, in producing a bushel of wheat, be equal
to the labor of the miner in producing an ounce of
silver, will not the bushel of wheat just measure the
value of the ounce of silver? The miner must eat;
the farmer indeed can live without the ounce of sil-
ver, and so perhaps will have some advantage in
settling the price. But these discussions I leave to
you, as being more able to manage them; only, I
will send you a little scrap I wrote some time since
on the laws prohibiting foreign commodities.

I congratulate you on your election as president
of your Edinburgh Society. I think I formerly took
notice to you in conversation, that I thought there
had been some similarity in our fortunes, and the
circumstances of our lives. This is a fresh instance,
for, by letters just received, I find that I was about
the same time chosen president of our American
Philosophical Society, established at Philadelphia.’

I have sent by sea, to the care of Mr. Alexander, a
little box containing a few copies of the late editions
of my books, for my friends in Scotland. One is
directed for you, and one for your Society, which I

* Dr. Franklin was elected President of the American Philosophical
Society on the 1gth February, 1768, and was annually re-elected until
his death.
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beg that you and they would accept as a small mark

of my respect. With the sincerest esteem and re-

gard, I am, my dear friend, yours most affectionately,
B. FRANKLIN.

P. S.—I am sorry my letter of 1767, concerning
the American disputes, miscarried. I now send you
a copy of it from my book. The Examination men-
tioned in it you have probably seen. Things daily
wear a worse aspect, and tend more and more to a
breach and final separation.

CCCLIII

TO MRS. JANE MECOM

LonDON, 23 February, 1769.
Your political disputes I have no objection to, if
they are carried on with tolerable decency, and do
not become outrageously abusive. They make peo-
ple acquainted with their rights, and the value of
them. But your squabbles about a bishop I wish to
see speedily ended. They seem to be unnecessary at
present, as the design of sending one is dropped;
and, if it were not dropped, I cannot think it a mat-
ter of such moment as to be a sufficient reason for
division among you, when there never was more
need of your being united. I do not conceive, that
bishops residing in America would either be of such
advantage to Episcopalians, or such disadvantage

to Anti-Episcopalians, as either seem to imagine.
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Each party abuses the other; the profane and the
infidel believe both sides, and enjoy the fray; the
reputation of religion in general suffers, and its
enemies are ready to say, not what was said in the
primitive times, Behold how these Christians love one
another —but, Mark how these Christians HATE one
another! Indeed, when religious people quarrel
about religion, or hungry people about their victuals,
it looks as if they had not much of either among

them.
B. FrRANKLIN,

CCCLIV
TO SAMUEL COOPER, AT BOSTON

LoNDoON, 24 February, 1769.

DEeARr Sir:—I received your favor by Mr. Jeffries.
I should have been glad if in any thing I could have
served him here. The part I took in the application
for your degree * was merely doing justice to merit,
which is the duty of an honest man whenever he has
the opportunity. I did that duty, indeed, with
pleasure and satisfaction to myself, which was
sufficient; but I own the pleasure is greatly increased
by finding that you are so good as to accept my en-
deavours kindly.

1 was about to return home last summer and had
some thoughts of doing it by way of Boston; but
the untoward situation of American affairs here in-

*Degree of Doctor in Divinity, conferred by the University of
Edinburgh
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duced my friends to advise my staying another
winter. I should have been happy in doing any ser-
vice to our country. The tide is yet strong against
us, and our endeavours to turn it have hitherto had
but little effect. But it must turn, if your frugal
and industrious resolutions continue. Your old
governor, Mr. Pownall, appears a warm and zealous
friend to the colonies in Parliament, but unfortu-
nately he is very ill heard at present. I have been
in constant pain since I heard of troops assembling
at Boston, lest the madness of mobs, or the insolence
of soldiers, or both, should, when too near each other,
occasion some mischief difficult to be prevented or
repaired, and which might spread far and wide. I
hope, however, that prudence will predominate, and
keep all quiet.

A great cause between the city of London and the
Dissenters was decided here the year before last in
the House of Lords. No account of it has been
printed; but, one having been taken in writing, I
obtained a copy of it, which I send you, supposing
it may afford you and your friends some pleasure.’

Please to present my respectful compliments to
Mrs. Cooper, and to Mr. Bowdoin, when you see
him. With sincere and great esteem, I am, &c.,

B. FrRANKLIN.

1 At this time the controversy ran high in the colonies respecting the

expediency of having an American bishop of the Episcopal Church.

VOL, V.~5.
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CCCLV

TO JOHN WINTHROP

Lownpon, 11 March, 1769.

DEARr Sir:—At length after much delay and diffi-
culty I have been able to obtain your telescope, that
was made by Mr. Short before his death. His
brother who succeeds in the business has fitted it up
and completed it. He has followed the business
many years at Edinburgh, is reckoned very able,
and therefore I hope every thing will be found all
right; but, as it is only just finished, I have no time
left to get any philosophical or astronomical friends
to examine it, as I intended, the ship being on the
point of sailing, and a future opportunity uncer-
tain. Enclosed is his direction-paper for opening and
fixing it.

I have not yet got the bill of the price. It is to be
made from the deceased Mr. Short’s book of memo-
randums and orders, in which he entered this order
of ours, and, as it is supposed, the price. I do not
remember, it is so long since, whether it was one
hundred pounds, or one hundred guineas; and the
book is in the hands of the executor as I understand.
When I have the account, I shall pay it as I did
Bird’s for the transit instrument, which was forty
guineas, and then shall apply for the whole to Mr.
Mauduit. By the way, I wonder that I have not
heard from you of the receipt of that instrument,
which went from hence in September by Captain
Watt. 1 hope it got safe to hand and gave satisfac-
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tion. The ship was the same that Mr. Rogers went
in, who I hear is arrived; and by him too I sent the
Phalosophical Transactions, with a number of copies
of your paper as printed separately. But I have no
letter from you since that by the young gentleman
you recommended to me, grandson to Sir Willam
Pepperell, which I think was dated about the begin-
ning of October, when you could not have received
them.

By a late ship I sent your college a copy of the
new edition of my Philosophical Papers; and others,
I think, for yourself and for Mr. Bowdoin. I should
apologize to you for inserting therein some part of
our correspondence without first obtaining your per-
mission; but, as Mr. Bowdoin had favored me with
his consent for what related to him, I ventured to rely
upon your good nature as to what related to you,
and I hope you will forgive me.

I have got from Mr. Ellicot the glasses, &c., of the
long Galilean telescope, which he presents to your
college. I put them into the hands of Mr. Nairne,
the optician, to examine and put them in order. I
thought to have sent them by this ship, but am dis-
appointed. They shall go by the next, if possible.

There is nothing new here in the philosophical way
at present.

With great and sincere esteem, I am, Dear Sir,

Your most obedient and humble servant,
B. FRANELIN.

P.S.—There is no prospect of getting the duty acts
repealed this session, if ever. Your steady resolutions
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to consume no more British goods may possibly, if
persisted in, have a good effect another year. I ap-
prehend the Parliamentary resolves and addresses
will tend to widen the breach. Enclosed I send you
Governor Pownall's speech against those resolves;
his name is not to be mentioned. He appears to me
a hearty friend of America, though I find he is sus-
pected by some on account of his connexions.

CCCLVI

POSITIONS TO BE EXAMINED, CONCERNING NATIONAL
WEALTH

DATED APRIL 4, 1769

1. All food or subsistence for mankind arises from
the earth or waters.

2. Necessaries of life, that are not food, and all
other conveniences, have their values estimated by
the proportion of food consumed while we are em-
ployed in procuring them.

3. A small people, with a large territory, may sub-
sist on the productions of nature, with no other labor
than that of gathering the vegetables and catching
the animals.

4. A large people, with a small territory, find
these insufficient, and, to subsist, must labor the
earth, to make it produce greater quantities of vege-
table food, suitable for the nourishment of men, and
of the animals they intend to eat.

5. From this labor arises a great tucrease of
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vegetable and animal food, and of materials for
clothing, as flax, wool, silk, &c. The superfluity of
these is wealth. With this wealth we paid for the
labor employed in building our houses, Ccities,
&c., which are therefore only subsistence metamor-
phosed.

6. Manufactures are only another shape into which
so much provisions and subsistence are turned, as
were equal in value to the manufactures produced.
This appears from hence, that the manufacturer does
not, in fact, obtain from the employer, for his labor,
more than a mere subsistence, including raiment,
fuel, and shelter; all which derive their value from
the provisions consumed in procuring them.

7. The produce of the earth, thus converted into
manufactures, may be more easily carried to distant
markets than before such conversion.

8. Fair commerce is, where equal values are ex-
changed for equal, the expense of transport included.
Thus, if it costs A in England as much labor and
charge to raise a bushel of wheat, as it costs B in
France to produce four gallons of wine, then are four
gallons of wine the fair exchange for a bushel of
wheat, A and B meeting at half distance with their
commodities to make the exchange. The advantage
of this fair commerce is, that each party increases the
number of his enjoyments, having, instead of wheat
alone, or wine alone, the use of both wheat and
wine.

9. Where the labor and expense of producing both
commodities are known to both parties, bargains will
generally be fair and equal. Where they are known
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to one party only, bargains will often be unequal,
knowledge taking its advantage of ignorance.

10. Thus, he that carries one thousand bushels of
wheat abroad to sell, may not probably obtain so
great a profit thereon as if he had first turned the
wheat into manufactures, by subsisting therewith the
workmen while producing those manufactures; since
there are many expediting and facilitating methods of
working not generally known; and strangers to the
manufactures, though they know pretty well the ex-
pense of raising wheat, are unacquainted with those
short methods of working, and thence being apt to
suppose more labor employed in the manufactures
than there really is, are more easily imposed on in
their value, and induced to allow more for them than
they are honestly worth.*

11. Thus the advantage of having manufactures in
a country does not consist, as is commonly supposed,
in their highly advancing the value of rough mate-
rials, of which they are formed; since, though six

1 The reasons for paying a price are not founded merely upon a
computation of the expense of production. A general knowledge of
the expenses of producing a bushel of corn does not prevent the pro-
ducer from demanding and the consumer from paying a higher price
when the article is scarce; nor the consumer from offering and the
producer from accepting a lower price when it is plenty. A proposi-
tion bearing a near affinity to that stated in the text seems to be true,
namely, that those things which are of general production and habitual
consumption, like the common agricultural products, are more likely
to bear a market price near to the cost of production, than things of
less common production and less regular use, as the article of lace,
mentioned in the next section. It may also be generally the case, that
the greater the distance of the place of consumption from that of pro-
duction, the longer an article is likely to be sold at a great profit, since
the operation of competition, in bringing down the price, is likely to
be slower.—W. PHILLIPS.
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pennyworth of flax may be worth twenty shillings
when worked into lace, yet the very cause of its being
worth twenty shillings is, that, besides the flax, it has
cost nineteen shillings and sixpence in subsistence to
the manufacturer. But the advantage of manufac-
tures is, that under their shape provisions may be
more easily carried to a foreign market; and, by their
means, our traders may more easily cheat strang-
ers.' Few, where it is not made, are judges of the
value of lace. The importer may demand forty, and
perhaps get thirty, shillings for that which cost him
but twenty.

12. Finally, there seem to be but three ways for a
nation to acquire wealth. The first is by war, as the
Romans did, in plundering their conquered neigh-
bours. This i1s robbery. The second by commerce,
which is generally cheating. The third by agricul-
ture, the only honest way, wherein man receives a real
increase of the seed thrown into the ground, in a kind
of continual miracle, wrought by the hand of God in
his favor, as a reward for his innocent life and his
virtuous industry.

1 Franklin does not, probably, intend to be literally understood as
recommending a system of defrauding foreigners; the benefit he pro-
poses from manufactures does not, by any means, amount to this.
Nobody considers it cheating to obtain from a domestic purchaser
more for a thing than it costs the vender to make it. The most
scrupulous mercantile morality does not proscribe profits. The au-
thor has elsewhere stated, that gain is the great motive of commerce.
He can only mean what he has elsewhere stated, that the nation ex-
porting manufactures has the means of carrying on a more profitable
foreign trade, which it may do as long as there are few competitors in
effecting sales. But the other reason mentioned immediately before,
in favor of exporting manufactures, namely, that it gives an opportu-
nity of exporting the products of more labor, is of much greater
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CCCLVII

TO SAMUEL COOPER

Lonpon, 27 April, 1769.

DeARrR Sir:—I1 received your favor of February
27th, by Captain Carver, and thank you for giving
me an opportunity of being acquainted with so great
a traveller. I shall be glad if T can render him any
service here.”

The Parliament remain fixed in their resolution not
to repeal the duty acts this session, and will rise next
Tuesday. 1 hope my country folks will remain as
fixed in their resolutions of industry and frugality, till
these acts are repealed. And, if 1 could be sure of
that, I should almost wish them never to be repealed;
being persuaded that we shall reap more solid and
extensive advantages from the steady practice of
those two great virtues, than we can possibly suffer
damage from all the duties the Parliament of this

importance than the chance of making extraordinary profits; a
chance which has been very much diminished by the diffusion of the
manufacturing arts, since this article was written.—W. PHRILLIPS.

' Captain Jonathan Carver, celebrated for his travels in the interior
parts of North America, was born in Connecticut in the year 1732. He
served on the frontiers in the French war, with the reputation of a
good officer, till the peace of 1763, after which he travelled near the
sources of the Mississippi as far as the river Minnesota, and on the
borders of Lake Superior. He returned to Boston in 1768, and thence
went to England to solicit from the King some remuneration for his
services and aid in publishing his charts and journals. So far from his
application being favorably entertained, he was ordered to deliver up
his papers as the property of the government, and was obliged to
repurchase them from the bookseller to whom he had sold them for
publication. He published his Travels through the Interior of North
America, in 1778, and in 1779 a Treatise on the Culture of the Tobacco
Plant. He died the following year, destitute and neglected. —Epi1TOR,
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kingdom can levy on us. They flatter themselves
you cannot long subsist without their manufactures.
They believe you have not virtue enough to persist
in such agreements. They imagine the colonies will
differ among themselves, deceive and desert one an-
other, and quietly one after the other submit to the
yoke, and return to the use of British fineries. They
think, that, though the men may be contented with
homespun stuffs, the women will never get the better
of their vanity and fondness for English modes and
gewgaws. The ministerial people all talk in this
strain, and many even of the merchants. I have
ventured to assert that they will all find themselves
mistaken; and I rely so much on the spirit of my
country, as to be confident I shall not be found a
false prophet, though at present not believed.

I hope nothing that Ims happened, or may happen,
will diminish in the least our loyalty to our Sover-
eign, or affection for this nation in general. I can
scarcely conceive a King of better dispositions, of
more exemplary virtues, or more truly desirous of
promoting the welfare of all his subjects. The ex-
perience we have had of the family in the two pre-
ceding mild reigns, and the good temper of our young
princes, so far as can yet be discovered, promise us a
continuance of this felicity.” The body of this people,

* The original of this letter, with several others belonging to Dr.
Cooper, was seized by a British officer in Boston, soon after the battle
of Lexington, when many of the inhabitants, and Dr, Cooper among
them, had left the town. The parcel was sent to the King, and the
letters themselves, in their original form, are now preserved in the
British Museum, having been contained in the library presented by
George the Fourth to that institution. Copies of the letters in that
collection have been procured for this work, and the above letter is
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too, is of a noble and generous nature, loving and
honoring the spirit of liberty, and hating arbitrary
power of all sorts. We have many, very many,
friends among them.

But, as to the Parliament, though I might excuse
that which made the acts, as being surprised and
misled into the measure, I know not how to excuse
this, which, under the fullest conviction of its being
a wrong one, resolves to continue it. It is decent,
indeed, in your public papers to speak as you do of
the “wisdom and the justice of Parliament’’; but now
that the subject is more thoroughly understood, if
this new Parliament had been really wise, it would
not have refused even to receive a petition against
the acts; and, if it had been just, it would have re-
pealed them, and refunded the money. Perhaps it
may be wiser and juster another year, but that is not
to be depended on.

If, under all the insults and oppressions you are
now exposed to, you can prudently, as you have
lately done, continue quiet, avoiding tumults, but still
resolutely keeping up your claims and asserting your
rights, you will finally establish them, and this mili-
tary cloud that now blusters over you will pass away,
and do no more harm than a summer thunder shower.
one of the number. Hence the complimentary paragraph, intended
only for a private friend, was seen by the King five years after it was
written, when Franklin was a member of the Continental Congress,
and when, from subsequent experience, his sentiments had changed in
regard to the King's good dispositions towards at least one part of his
subjects. The letters from Dr Franklin to Dr. Cooper, which were
sent to the King as here mentioned, were those dated February 24,

April 27, August 3, 1769; April 14, June 8, 1770; February s, 1971;
January 13, 1772; February 25, 1774.—SPARKS.
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But the advantages of your perseverance in industry
and frugality will be great and permanent. Your
debts will be paid, your farms will be better improved
and yield a greater produce; your real wealth will
increase in a plenty of every useful home production
and all the true enjoyments of life, even though no
foreign trade should be allowed you; and this handi-
craft, shop-keeping state will, for its own sake, learn
to behave more civilly to its customers.’

Your late governor, Mr. Pownall, appears a hearty
friend to America. He moved last week for a repeal
of the acts, and was seconded by General Conway,
Sir George Saville, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Trecothick, and
others, but did not succeed. A friend has favored
me with a copy of the notes taken of Mr. Pownall’s
speech, which I send you, believing it will be agree-
able to you and some other of our friends to see
them. You will observe in some parts of it the

! The assoctations, as they were called, or resolutions not to import
goods from Great Britain had been unequally observed in the different
colonies, as will appear by the following statement, taken from the
custom-house entries, of the value of all the goods exported from Eng-
land to the several colonies, enumerated, from Chnistmas, 1767 to
Christmas, 1769.

1767 to 1768. 1768 to 1769.
New England......... . £419,000 £207,000
New York..... ....... 482,000 74,000
Pennsylvania ... ..... 432,000 119,000
Maryland and Virginia.. 475,000 488,000
Carolina....... ....... 209,000 306,000

This summary shows a large decrease in the amount of goods ex-
ported to the eastern and middle colonies, particularly New York and
Pennsylvania, but an increase at the south. This is in part explained
by the fact that the necessities of the southern colonies for foreign
goods were much greater than at the east, where domestic manu-
factures had to some extent become established. The statement is
transcribed from a letter written by Mr. W. S. Johnson, in London,
March 6, 1770.
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language a member of Parliament is obliged to hold,
on American topics, if he would at all be heard in the
House. He has given notice that he will renew the
motion at the next and every session. All Ireland is
strongly in favor of the American cause. They have
reason to sympathize with us. I send you four pam-
phlets written in Ireland, or by Irish gentlemen here,
in which you will find some excellent,well-said things.
With the greatest esteem, I am, my dear friend, &c.,
B. FRANEKLIN.

CCCLVIII

TO MRS. JANE MECOM

Lonbon, 27 April, 1769.

—— Mrs. Stevenson has executed your order, and
sends the things in a bandbox directed to you. A
new-fashioned something, that was not ready when
the box was packed up, is enclosed in her letter.

I am now grown too old to be ambitious of such a
station as that which you say has been mentioned
to you. Repose is more fit for me, and much more
suitable to my wishes. There is no danger of such
a thing being offered to me, and I am sure I shall
never ask it. But if it were offered, I certainly
could not accept it, to act under such instructions
as I know must be given with it. So you may be
quite easy on that head.

* The office to which Franklin alludes in this letter was probably
that of governor of Pennsylvania. It has been said that at one time
he was tempted by the offer of the position of under-secretary of
State. He was thought of also as a successor to Governor Bernard, in
Massachusetts. The mimstry would, no doubt, have given him any
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The account you write of the growing industry,
frugality, and good sense of my countrywomen gives
me more pleasure than you can imagine; for from
thence I presage great advantages to our country. 1
should be sorry that you are engaged in a business
which happens not to coincide with the general inter-
est, if you did not acquaint me that you are now near
the end of it. B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXIX

TO THE LONDON CHRONICLE '

Mpr. Chronicle:
Sir:—While the public attention is so much turned
towards America, every letter from thence that

thing he would have asked to have him with them, but they never
found him in a frame of mind which made it safe to approach him with
any proposition which was irreconcilable with his devotion and loyalty
to the interests of the colonies, Referring to similar reports set afloat
some three or four years previous, he wrote to his sister ‘' As to the re-
ports you mention, that are spread to my disadvantage, I give myself
as little concern about them as possible. I have often met with such
treatment from people that I was all the while endeavouring to serve.
At other times I have been extolled extravagantly, where I had little
or no merit. These are the operations of nature. It sometimes is
cloudy, it rains, it hails; again it is clear and pleasant, and the sun
shines on us. Take one thing with another, and the world is a pretty
good sort of a world, and it is our duty to make the best of it and be
thankful. One's true happiness depends more upon one’s own judg-
ment of one’s self, or a consciousness of rectitude in action and inten-
tion, and the approbation of those few who judge impartially, than
upon the applause of the unthinking, undiscerning multitude, who are
apt to cry Hosamna to day, and to-morrow, Crucify him.”

I This communication first appeared in the London Chronicle, and
in reply to ‘‘some extracts of letters from officers serving in the British
army in America,” tending to cover the Americans with ridicule and
obloquy, which appeared in that print in the month of May, 1769. I
found it in Walsh's A ppeal from the Judgments of Great Britain, &c., p.
447. It seems to have escaped the attention of Mr. Sparks.—Eb1ToR.
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promises new information, is pretty generally read.
It seems, therefore, the more necessary that care
should be taken to disabuse the public, when those
letters contain facts false in themselves, and repre-
sentations injurious to bodies of people, or even to
private persons.

In your paper, No. 310, I found an extract of a
letter, said to be from a gentleman in General Aber-
crombie’s army. As there are several strokes in it
tending to render the colonies despicable, and even
odious, to the mother country, which may have ill
consequences, and no notice having been taken of
the injuries contained in that letter, other letters of
the same nature have since been published; permit
me to make a few observations on it.

The writer says: ‘““New England was settled by
Presbyterians and Independents, who took shelter
there from the persecutions of Archbishop Laud;
they still retain their original character; they gener-
ally hate the Church of England,” says he. Itisvery
true that if some resentment still remained for the
hardships their fathers suffered, it might perhaps be
not much wondered at; but the fact is, that the
moderation of the present Church of England towards
dissenters in Old as well as New England, had quite
effaced those impressions; the dissenters, too, are
become less rigid and scrupulous, and the good-will
between those different bodies in that country is now
both mutual and equal.

He goes on: “ They came out with a levelling spirit,
and they retain it. They cannot bear to think that
one man should be exorbitantly rich, and another
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poor; so that, except in the seaport towns, there are
few great estates among them. This equality pro-
duces also a rusticity of manners; for their language,
dress, and in all their behaviour, they are more boor-
ish than any thing you ever saw in a certain northern
latitude.” One would imagine, from this account,
that those who were growing poor plundered those
who were growing rich, to preserve this equality, and
that property had no protection; whereas, in fact, it
is nowhere more secure than in the New England
colonies; the law is nowhere better executed, or jus-
tice obtained at less expense. The equality he speaks
of arises first from a more equal distribution of lands
by the assemblies in the first settlement than has
been practised in the other colonies, where favourites
of governors have obtained enormous tracts for
trifling considerations, to the prejudice both of the
crown revenues and the public good; and secondly,
from the nature of their occupation; husbandmen
with small tracts of land, though they may by indus-
try maintain themselves and families in mediocrity,
having few means of acquiring great wealth, espe-
cially in a young colony that is to be supplied with
its clothing and many other expensive articles of
consumption from the mother country. Their dress
the gentleman may be a more critical judge of than I
can pretend to be; all I know of it is, that they wear
the manufacture of Britain, and follow its fash-
ions perhaps too closely, every remarkable change in
the mode making its appearance there within a few
months after its invention here; a natural effect of
their constant intercourse with England, by ships
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arriving almost every week from the capital, their
respect for the mother country, and admiration of
every thing that is British. But as to their language,
I must beg this gentleman’s pardon, if I differ from
him. His ear, accustomed perhaps to the dialect
practised in the certain northern latitude he mentions
may not be qualified to judge so nicely what relates
to pure English. And I appeal to all Englishmen
here, who have been acquainted with the colonists,
whether it i1s not a common remark, that they speak
the language with such an exactness both of expres-
sion and accent, that though you may know the
natives of several of the counties of England, by pe-
culiarities in their dialect, you cannot by that means
distinguish a North American. All the new books and
pamphlets worth reading, that are published here, in
a few weeks are transmitted and found there, where
there is not a man or woman born in the country but
what can read; and it must, I think, be a pleasing
reflection to those who write either for the benefit of
the present age or of posterity, to find their audience
increasing with the increase of our colonies, and their
language extending itself beyond the narrow bounds
of these islands, to a continent larger than all Europe,
and to future empire as fully peopled, which Britain
may one day probably possess in those vast western
regions.

But the gentleman makes more injurious compari-
sons than these:

‘“That latitude,” he says, “ has this advantage over
them, that it has produced sharp, acute men, fit for
war or learning, whereas the others are remarkably
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simple, or silly, and blunder eternally. We have six
thousand of their militia, which the general would
willingly exchange for two thousand regulars. They
are forever marring some one or other of our plans,
when sent to execute them. They can, indeed, some
of them at least, range in the woods; but three hun-
dred Indians with their yell throw three thousand of
them in a panic, and then they will leave nothing for
the enemy to do, for they will shoot one another; and
in the woods our regulars are afraid to be on a com-
mand with them on that very account.”” I doubt, Mr.
Chronicle, that this paragraph, when it comes to be
read in America, will have no good effect; and rather
increase that inconvenient disgust which is too apt
to arise between the troops of different corps, or coun-
tries, who are obliged to serve together. Will not a
New England officer be apt to retort and say, what
foundation have you for this odious distinction in
favour of the officers from your certain northern lati-
tude? They may, as you say, be fit for learning; but,
surely, that return of your first general, with a well-
appointed and sufficient force, from his expedition
against Louisbourg, without so much as seeing the
place, is not the most shining proof of his talents for
war. And no one will say his plan was marred by us,
for we were not with him. Was his successor who
conducted the blundering attack, and inglorious re-
treat from Ticonderoga, a New England man, or one
of that certain latitude? Then as to the comparison
between regulars and provincials, will not the latter
remark that it was two thousand New England pro-
vincials, with about one hundred and fifty regulars

VoL, V.—6.
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that took the strong fort of Beaudejour in the begin-
ning of the war; though in the accounts transmitted
to the English gazette, the honor was claimed by the
regulars, and little or no notice taken of the others.
That it was the provincials who beat General Dieskau
with his regulars, Canadians, and “ yelling Indians,”
and sent him prisoner to England. That it was a pro-
vincial-bornofficer,with American batteaux-men, that
beat the French and Indians on Oswego River. That
it was the same officer, with provincials, who made
that long and admirable march into the enemy's
country, took and destroyved Fort Frontenac, with the
whole French fleet on the lakes, and struck terror
into the heart of Canada. That it was a provincial
officer, with provincials only, who made another ex-
traordinary march into the enemy’s country, sur-
prised and destroyed the Indian town of Kittanning,
bringing off the scalps of their chiefs. That one rang-
ing captain of a few provincials, Rogers, has harassed
the enemy more on the frontiers of Canada, and de-
stroyed more of their men, than the whole army of
regulars. That it was the regulars who surrendered
themselves, with the provincials under their com-
mand, prisoners of war, almost as soon as they were
besieged, with the forts, fleets, and all the provisions
and stores that had been provided and amassed to so
immense expense at Oswego. That it was the regu-
lars who surrendered Fort William Henry, and suf-
fered themselves to be butchered and scalped with
arms in their hands. That it was the regulars under
Braddock, who were thrown into a panic by the “ yells
of three or four hundred Indians,”’ in their confusion
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shot one another, and, with five times the force of the
enemy, fled before them, destroying all their own
stores, ammunitior. and provisions. These regular
gentlemen, will the provincial rangers add, may pos-
sibly be afraid, as they say they are, to be on a com-
mand with us in the woods; but when it is considered
that,from all past experience, the chance of our shoot-
ing them is not as one to a hundred, compared with
that of their being shot by the enemy, may it not be
suspected, that what they give as the very account of
their fear and unwillingness to venture out with us, is
only the very excuse; and that a concern for their
scalps weighs more with them than a regard for their
honor.

Such as these, sir, I imagine may be the reflec-
tions extorted by such provocation from the pro-
vincials in general. But the New England men in
particular will have reason to resent the remarks on
their reduction of Louisbourg. Your writer proceeds
“Indeed they are all very ready to make their boast
of taking Louisbourg, in 1745; but if people were
to be acquitted or condemned according to the pro-
priety and wisdom of their plans, and not according
to their success, the persons that undertook the siege
merited little praise; for I have heard officers who as-
sisted at it say, never was any thing more rash; for
had one single part of their plan failed, or had the
French made the fortieth part of the resistance then
that they have made now, every soul of the New
Englanders hust have fallen in the trenches. The
garrison was weak, sickly, and destitute of provisions,
and disgusted, and therefore became a ready prey;
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and, when they returned to France, were decimated
for their gallant defence.” Where then is the glory
arising from thence? After denying his facts: *that
the garrison was weak, wanted provisions, made not a
fortieth part of the resistance, were decimated,” &c.,
the New England men will ask this regular gentle-
man, if the place was well fortified, and had (as it
really had) a numerous garrison, was it not at least
brave to attack it with a handful of raw, undisciplined
militia? If the garrison was, as you say, “ sickly, dis-
gusted, destitute of provisions, and ready to become
a prey,”’ was it not prudent to seize the opportunity,
and put the nation in possession of so important a
fortress, at so small an expense? So that if you will
not allow the enterprise to be, as we think it was, both
brave and prudent, ought you not at least to grant it
was either one or the other? But is there no merit
on this score in the people, who, though at first so
greatly divided, as to the making or forbearing the at-
tempt, that it was carried in the affirmative by the
small majority of one vote only; yet when it was
once resolved on, unanimously prosecuted the design,
and prepared the means with the greatest zeal and
diligence; so that the whole equipment was com-
pletely ready before the season would permit the ex-
ecution? Is there no merit or praise in laying and
executing their plan so well, that, as you have con-
fessed, not a single part of it failed? If the plan was
destitute of “ propriety and wisdom,” would it not
have required the sharp, acute men of the northern
latitude to execute it, that by supplying its deficien-
cies they might give it some chance of success? But
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if such “remarkably silly, simple, blundering mar
plans,” as you say we are, could execute this plan, so
that not a single part of it failed, does it not at least
show that the plan itself must be laid with some
“wisdom and propriety’’? Is there no merit in the
ardour with which all degrees and ranks of people
quitted their private affairs and ranged themselves
under the banners of their king, for the honor, safety,
and advantage of their country? Is there no merit
in the profound secrecy guarded by a whole people,
so that the enemy had not the least intelligence of the
design, till they saw the fleet of transports cover the
sea before their port? Is there none in the indefatig-
able labour the troops went through during the siege,
performing the duty of both men and horses; the
hardship they patiently suffered for want of tents
and other necessaries; the readiness with which they
learnt to move, direct, and manage cannon, raise
batteries, and form approaches; the bravery with
which they sustained sallies; and finally, in their con-
senting to stay and garrison the place after it was
taken, absent from their business and families, till
troops could be brought from England for that pur-
pose, though they undertook the service on a pro-
mise of being discharged as soon as it was over, were
unprovided for so long an absence, and actually suf-
fered ten times more loss by mortal sickness through
want of necessaries, than they suffered from the arms
of the enemy? The nation, however, had a sense of
this undertaking different from the unkind one of this
gentleman. At the treaty of peace, the possession of
Louisbourg was found of great advantage to our
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affairs in Europe; and if the brave men that made the
acquisition for us were not rewarded, at least they
were praised. Envy may continue a while to cavil
and detract, but public virtue will in the end obtain
esteem; and honest impartiality, in this and future
ages, will not fail doing justice to merit.

Your gentleman writer thus decently goes on:
“The most substantial men of most of the provinces
are children or grandchildren of those that came here
at the king’s expense—that is, thieves, highwaymen,
and robbers.”” Being probably a military gentleman,
this, and therefore a person of nice honour, if any
one should tell him in the plainest language that what
he here says is an absolute falsehood, challenges and
cutting of throats might immediately ensue. I shall
therefore only refer to his own account in this same
letter, of the peopling of New England, which he
says, with more truth, was by Puritans, who fled
thither for shelter from the persecutions of Arch-
bishop Laud. Is there not a wide difference between
removing to a distant country to enjoy the exercise
of religion according to a man’s conscience, and his
being transported thither by a law, as a punishment
for his crimes? This contradiction we therefore
leave the gentleman and himself to settle as well as
they can between them. One would think from his
account that the provinces were so many colonies
from Newgate. The truth is, not only Laud’s perse-
cution, but the other public troubles in the following
reigns, induced many thousand families to leave
England and settle in the plantations. During the
predominance of the Parliament many Royalists re-
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moved or were banished to Virginia and Barbadoes,
who afterwards spread into other settlements. The
Catholics sheltered themselves in Maryland. At the
Restoration many of the deprived non-conformist
ministers, with their families, friends, and hearers,
went over. Towards the end of Charles the Second’s
reign, and during James the Second’s, the dissenters
again flocked into America, driven by persecution,
and dreading the introduction at home. Then the
high price or reward of labour in the colonies and
want of artisans there drew over many, as well as the
occasion of commerce; and when once people begin
to migrate, every one has his little sphere of acquaint-
ance and connections, which he draws after him by
invitation, motives of interest, praising his new
settlement, and other encouragements. The “most
substantial men’’ are descendants of those early
settlers, new comers not having yet had time to raise
estates. The practice of sending convicts thither is
modern; and the same indolence of temper and hab-
its of idleness that make people poor and tempt
them to steal in England continue with them when
they are sent to America, and must there have the
same effects, where all who live well owe their sub-
sistence to labour and business, and where it is a
thousand times more difficult than here to acquire
wealth without industry. Hence the instances of
transported thieves advancing their fortunes in the
colonies are extremely rare; if there really is a single
instance of it, which I very much doubt; but of their
being advanced there to the gallows the instances
are plenty. Might they not as well have been hanged
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at home? We call Britain the mother country; but
what good mother would introduce thieves and
criminals into the company of her children to cor-
rupt and disgrace them? And how cruel is it to
force, by the high hand of power, a particular country
of your subjects, who have not deserved such usage,
to receive your outcasts, repealing all the laws they
make to prevent their admission, and then reproach
them with the detested mixture you have made!
“Their emptying their jails into our settlements,”
says a writer of that country, “is an insult and con-
tempt, the cruellest perhaps that ever one people
offered to another, and would not be equalled even
by emptying their jakes on tables.”

The letter I have been considering, Mr. Chronicle,
is followed by another in your paper of Tuesday, the
17th, past, said to be from an officer who attended
Brigadier-General Forbes, in his march from Phila-
delphia to Fort Du Quesne, but written probably by
the same gentleman who wrote the former, as it seems
calculated to raise the character of the officers of the
certain northern latitude, at the expense of the repu-
tation of the colonies and the provincial forces.
According to this letter-writer, if the Pennsylvanians
granted large supplies and raised a great body of
troops for the last campaign, this was not on account
of Mr. Pitt’s zeal for the king’s service, or even a
regard for their own safety; but it was owing to the
“general’s proper management of the Quakers and
other parties in the province.” The withdrawing the
Indians from the French interest, by negotiating a
peace, is all ascribed to the general, and not a word



1769] Benjamin Franklin 89

said of the honour of the poor Quakers, who first set
these negotiations on foot, or of honest Frederick
Post, that completed them with so much ability and
success. Even the little merit of the Assembly’s
making a law to regulate carriages is imputed to the
general’s “multitude of letters.” Then he tells us
‘“innumerable scouting parties had been sent out dur-
ing a long period, both by the general and Colonel
Bouquet, towards Fort Du Quesne, to catch a pris-
oner, if possible, for intelligence, but never got any.”
How happened that? Why, “it was the provincial
troops that were constantly employed in that ser-
vice,”” and they, it seems, never do any thing they
are ordered to do. That, however, one would think
might be easily remedied, by sending regulars with
them, who, of course, must command them, and
may see that they do their duty. No; the regulars
are afraid of being shot by the provincials in a
panic. Then send all regulars. Aye; that was what
the colonel resolved upon. ‘Intelligence was now
wanted [says the letter-writer]; Col. Bouquet, whose
attention to business was [only] very considerable
[that is, not quite so great as the general’s for he was
not of the northern latitude}, was determined to send
no more provincials a-scouting.” And how did
he execute his determination? Why, by sending
‘“Major Grant, of the Highlanders, with seven hun-
dred men, three hundred of them Highlanders, the
rest Americans, Virginians, and Pennsylvanians.”
No blunder this in our writer, but a misfortune; and
he is, nevertheless, one of those ““acute sharp’ men
who are “fit for learning.”” And how did this major
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and seven hundred men succeed in catching the
prisoner? Why, their “march to Fort Du Quesne
was so conducted the surprise was complete.”” Per-
haps you may imagine, gentle reader, that this was a
surprise of the enemy. No such matter. They knew
every step of his motions, and had, every man of
them, left their fires and huts in the fields, and retired
into the fort. But the major and his seven hundred
men, they were surprised,—first to find nobody there
at night, and next to find themselves surrounded and
cut to pieces in the morning, two or three hundred
being killed, drowned, or taken prisoners, and among
the latter the major himself. Those who escaped
were also surprised at their own good fortune; and
the whole army was surprised at the major’s bad
management. Thus the surprise was indeed com-
plete, but not the disgrace; for provincials were there
to lay the blame on. The misfortune (we must not
call it misconduct) of the major was owing, it seems,
to an unnamed and, perhaps, unknown provincial
officer, who, it is said, “disobeyed his orders and
quitted his post.” Whence a formal conclusion is
drawn, “that a planter is not to be taken from the
plough and made an officer on a day.” Unhappy
provincials! If success attends where you are joined
with the regulars, they claim all the honour, though
not a tenth part of your number. If disgrace, it is all
yours, though you happen to be a small part of the
whole, and have not the command; as if regulars
were in their nature invincible when not mixed with
provincials, and provincials of no kind of value with-
out regulars. Happy 1s it for you that you were
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netther present at Prestonpans nor Falkirk, at the
faint attempt against Rochfort, the rout of St. Cas,
or the hasty retreat from Martinico. Every thing
that went wrong, or did not go right, would have been
ascribed to you. Our commanders would have been
saved the labour of writing long apologies for their
conduct. It might have been sufficient to say, pro-

vincials were with us.
A New ENGLANDMAN.
May ¢, 1769.

CCCLX
TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

Tuesday Morning, 27 June, 17609.

DEeARr Porry —Agreeably to your orders, delivered
to me very punctually by Temple, I return you en-
closed,Voltaire’s verses. The translation I think full
as good as the original. Remember that I am to
have them again.

I take this opportunity to send you, also, a late
paper, containing a melancholy account of the dis-
tresses of some seamen. You will observe in it the
advantages they received from wearing their clothes
constantly wet with salt water, under the total want
of fresh water to drink. You may remember I
recommended this practice many years ago. Do you
know Dr. Len, and did you communicate it to him?
I fancy his name is wrong spelt in this paper, and
that it should be Lind, having seen in the Review
some extracts from a book on sea diseases, published
within these two or three years, by one Dr. Lind; but
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I have not seen the book, and know not whether such
a passage be in it.

I need not point out to you an observation in favor
of our doctrine, that you will make on reading this
paper, that, having little to eat, these poor people in
wet clothes day and night caught no cold.

My respects to your aunt, and love to all that love

you. Yours affectionately,
B. FrRANKLIN.

CCCLXI

TO THE COMMITTEE OF MERCHANTS IN PHILADELPHIA

LonpoN, ¢ July, 1769.

GeNTLEMEN :—I received yours of the 18th of April
enclosing copies of the articles of your agreements
with respect to importation, and of your letter to the
merchants here. The letter was published, and uni-
versally spoken well of, as a well-written, sensible,
manly, and spirited performance; and I believe the
publication has been of service to our cause. You
are in my opinion perfectly right in your supposition,
that “the redress of American grievances likely to
be proposed by the ministry will at first only be
partial; and that it is intended to retain some of the
revenue duties, in order to establish a right of Parlia-
ment to tax the colonies.”” But I hope that, by per-
sisting steadily in the measure you have so laudably
entered into, you will, if backed by the general honest
resolution of the people to buy British goods of no
others, but to manufacture for themselves, or use
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colony manufactures only, be the means, under God,
of recovering and establishing the freedom of our
country entire, and of handing it down complete to
posterity.

And in the meantime the country will be enriched
by its industry and frugality. These virtues will be-
come habitual. Farms will be more improved, better
stocked, and rendered more productive by the money
that used to be spent in superfluities. Our artificers
of every kind will be enabled to carry on their busi-
ness to more advantage; gold and silver will become
more plenty among us, and trade will revive, after
things shall be well settled, and become better and
safer than it has lately been; for an industrious, fru-
gal people are best able to buy, and pay best for what
they purchase. With great regard, I have the honor,
to be, &c., B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXII

TO JOHN BARTRAM

Loxpon, ¢ July, 196¢.

DEAR FrienD:—It is with great pleasure I under-
stand by your favor of April 1oth that you continue
to enjoy so good a share of health. I hope it will
long continue. And although it may not now be
suitable for you to make such wide excursions as
heretofore, you may yet be very useful to your coun-
try and to mankind, if you sit down quietly at home,
digest the knowledge you have acquired, and compile
and publish the many observations you have made,
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and point out the advantages that may be drawn
from the whole, in public undertakings or particular
private practice. It is true, many people are fond of
accounts of old buildings and monuments; but there
1s a number who would be much better pleased with
such accounts as you could afford them. And, for
one, I confess that if I could find in any Italian travels
a receipt for making Parmesan cheese, it would give
me more satisfaction than a transcript of any inscrip-
tion from any old stone whatever.

I suppose Mr. Michael Collinson, or Dr. Fother-
gill, has written to you what may be necessary for
your information relating to your affairs here. 1
imagine there is no doubt but the King’s bounty to
you will be continued; and that it will be proper for
you to continue sending now and then a few such
curious seeds as you can procure, to keep up your
claim. And now I mention seeds, I wish you would
send me a few of such as are least common, to the
value of a guinea, which Mr. Foxcroft will pay you for
me. They are for a particular friend, who is very
curious. If in any thing I can serve you here, com-
mand freely. Your affectionate friend,

B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXIII

TO JAMES BOWDOIN
Lownpon, 13 July, 1769.
DEAR Sir:—I am honored with yours of May 1oth,
and agree with you perfectly in your sentiments of
public affairs. Government here seems now to be
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growing more moderate with regard to America, and
I am persuaded that, by a steady, prudent conduct,
we shall finally obtain all our important points, and
establish American liberty on a clearer and firmer
foundation. The folly of the late measures begins to
be seen and understood at court; their promoters
grow out of credit, and the trading part of the nation,
with the manufacturers, are become sensible how
necessary it is for their welfare to be on good terms
with us. The petitioners of Middlesex and of Lon-
don have numbered among their grievances the un-
constitutional taxes on America, and similar petitions
are expected from all quarters. So that I think we
need only be quiet, and persevere in our schemes of
frugality and industry, and the rest will do itself.

Your governor * is recalled, and it is said the com-
missioners * will follow soon, or be new modelled with
some more men of discretion among them. I am just
setting out on a journey of five or six weeks, and
have now only time to add that I am, with the great-
est esteem and regard, dear Sir, &c.,

B. FranNkLIN.

CCCLXIV

TO M. DUBOURG 3

LonDpoON, 30 August, 1769.

This letter will be forwarded to you by Dr Lett-
som, a young American physician of much merit, and

I Sir Francis Bernard, Governor of Massachusetts. He embarked
at Boston on the 1st of August.

2 Commissioners of the Customs in Boston.
3 Translated from M. Dubourg’s edition of Franklin’s Works.
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one of the peaceable sect of Quakers. You will there-
fore at least regard him as a curiosity, even though
you should have embraced all the opinions of
the majority of your countrymen concerning these

people.
B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXV

FROM MISS MARY STEVENSON TO B. FRANKLIN

MARGATE, 1 September, 1769.

Welcome to England! my dear, my honored friend.
Just as I began a letter to my mother, I received the
news of your arrival." I have the same confidence in
my parent that the Esquimaux woman had in hers;
for if mymother did not know “‘I always speak truth,”
I could not venture to say what she might be apt to
doubt. I confess she has some reason to complain
of me; I must not complain of her; I have written to
her but once since I came hither, and she — A
blank will conclude that sentence. I have had the
satisfaction to hear of her by several of my correspon-
dents. I hope you will intercede for me, that I may
not be severely rebuked. Indeed, my expedition has
afforded me so little entertainment, that I could not
have given her any by my letters, and I know she is
not so well affected to the government as to wish to
increase the revenue without some advantage to her-
self. She is a very good subject, notwithstanding;

* From a tour on the continent.
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and a faithful disciple of yours in all points, but that
of tribute. There her daughter exceeds her; for,
convinced by your arguments, I turn a deaf ear to all
invitations to smuggling, and in such a place as this
it is well to have one’s honesty guarded.

As I have cast a censure upon the inhabitants of
this place, I must, for the honor of my landlord and
his family, tell you that they condemn and avoid
those illicit practices, which are too common here.
Indeed the exemplary conduct of these good people
would make me join their sect, if reason would qualify
me for 1t; but they are happily got into the flights of
enthusiasm, which I cannot reach. They are cer-
tainly the happiest people, and I should be glad to be
like them; but my reason will not suffer me, and my
heart prevents my playing the hypocrite; so veur
Polly must remain as she is, neither in the world, nor
out of it. How strangely I let my pen run on to a
philosopher! But that philosopher is my friend, and
I may write what I please to him.

I met with a very sensible physician yesterday,
who prescribes abstinence for the cure of consump-
tions. He must be clever, because he thinks as we do.
I would not have you or my mother surprised, if I
should run off with this young man. To be sure it
would be an imprudent step, at the discreet age of
thirty; but there is no saying what one should do, if
solicited by a man of an insinuating address and good
person, though he may be too young for one, and not
yet established in his profession. He engaged me so
deeply in conversation, and I was so much pleased
with him, that I thought it necessary to give you

VoL, V.—7,
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warning, though I assure you he has made no
proposal.”

How I rattle! This flight must be owing to this
new acquaintance, or to the joy of hearing my old
one is returned to this country. I know which I
attribute it to, for I can tell when my spirits were
enlivened; but you may think as you please, if you
will believe me to be, dear Sir, your truly affectionate

humble servant,
MARY STEVENSON.

CCCLXVI
TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

Saturday Evening, 2 September, 1769.

Just come home from a venison feast, where I have
drunk more than a philosopher ought, I find my dear
Polly’s cheerful, chatty letter, that exhilarates me
more than all the wine.

Your good mother says there is no occasion for any
intercession of mine in your behalf. She is sensible
that she is more in fault than her daughter. She re-
ceived an affectionate, tender letter from you, and she
has not answered it, though she intended to do it;
but her head, not her heart, has been bad, and un-
fitted her for writing. She owns that she is not so
good a subject as you are, and that she is more un-
willing to pay tribute to Ceesar, and has less objection
to smuggling. But it is not, she says, mere selfish-

I This young physician was Mr. Hewson, to whom she was married
the year following.
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ness or avarice; it is rather an honest resentment at
the waste of those taxes in pensions, salaries, per-
quisites, contracts, and other emoluments for the
benefit of people she does not love, and who do not
deserve such advantages, because—I suppose— be-
cause they are not of her party.

Present my respects to your good landlord and his
family. T honor them for their conscientious aver-
sion to illicit trading. There are those in the world
who would not wrong a neighbour, but make no
scruple of cheating the King. The reverse, however,
does not hold; for whoever scruples cheating the
King, will certainly not wrong his neighbour.

You ought not to wish yourself an enthusiast.
They have, indeed, their imaginary satisfactions and
pleasures, but these are often balanced by imaginary
pains and mortification. You can continue to be a
good girl, and thereby lay a solid foundation for ex-
pected future happiness, without the enthusiasm that
may perhaps be necessary to some others. As those
beings who have a good sensible instinct have no
need of reason, so those who have reason to regulate
their actions have no occasion for enthusiasm. How-
ever, there are certain circumstances in life, some-
times, where it is perhaps best not to hearken to rea-
son. Forinstance: possibly, if the truth were known,
I have reason to be jealous of this same insinuating,
handsome young physician; but, as it flatters more
my vanity, and therefore gives me more pleasure, to
suppose you were in spirits on account of my safe
return, I shall turn a deaf ear to reason in this case,
as I have done with success in twenty others. But
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I am sure you will always give me reason enough to
continue your ever affectionate friend,
B. FrankLIN.

P.S.—Our love to Mrs. Tickell. We shall long
for your return. Your Dolly was well last Tuesday;
the girls were there on a visit to her; I mean at
Bromley. Adieu. No time now to give you any
account of my French journey.

CCCLXVII

TO CADWALLADER EVANS

LonpoN, 7 September, 1769.

DeARr Sir:—I now have before me your favors of
June 11th and June 1s5th. I thank you for com-
municating to me the observations of the transit
made by Messrs. Biddle and Bayley. I gave them
immediately to Mr. Maskelyne, the Astronomer
Royal, who will compare and digest the whole re-
ceived from different parts of the world, and report
thereon to the Royal Society. They are the only
ones I have received from our Society; those made
by the others were sent to Mr. Penn. Being last
week with Mr. Maskelyne, at Flamsteed House, I
found he had got them. I shall send him to-day the
corrected account, which I have since received from
you by way of Liverpool.

I should be very sorry that any thing of party re-
mained in the American Philosophical Society after
the union. Here the Royal Society is of all parties,



1769] Benjamin Franklin 101

but party is entirely out of the question in all our
proceedings.’

It grieves me to hear that our friend Galloway is
in so bad a state of health. He should make a long

* At the suggestion of Franklin, the American Philosophical Society
was organized in Philadelphia, in 1744. Thomas Hopkinson was
president of it and Pranklin secretary. Nothing is known of its
transactions. The records of its proceedings are lost, and if any
papers were contributed by its members, they were never published.
Franklin became absorbed in his electrical experiments, and the
Society languished. Meantime another society sprang up in Phil-
adelphia, called the Junto, or Soctety for the Promotion of Useful
Knowledge. The portion of the records of this Society which have
been preserved, begin with September 22, 1758.

In 1762 this society apparently began to decline. No records have
been found from October, of that year, to April 25, 1766, when the
society met, and took the name of The American Society for Promoting
and Propagating Useful Knowledge. Thirty members then signed the
constitution and rules. It was evidently intended now to embrace a
much larger compass of objects than formerly, and to have more of a
public character. Franklin was elected into this society on the 1gth
of February, 1768, and chosen president of it on the 4th of November
following. He was then absent in England.

In November, 1767, the old Philosophical Society of 1744 was re-
vived by a few of the original members, then residing in Philadelphia.
They elected many new members. A union was proposed by the
other society, which was accepted on the 2d of February, 1768, by
choosing all the members of that association into this society. But
they refused to unite on these terms, or on any other, which did not
imply a certain equality between the two associations. On the 23d
of September, 1768, the American Society was again organized, new
rules were adopted, and its title was changed to The American Society
Held at Philadelphia for the Promotion of Useful Knowledge; and, on
the 4th of November, the Medscal Soctety of Philadelphia was incor-
porated with it.

After much negotiation, it was finally agreed that the two societies
should unite on equal terms, each electing all the members of the other.
This union was effected on the 2d of January, 1969. A new name was
formed by uniting those of the two societies, which thus became The
American Philosophical Society Held at Philadelphia for Psomoiing
Useful Knowledge.

It is of this union that Franklin here speaks.
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journey, or take a sea voyage. I wish he would come
to London for the winter.

Mr. Henry’s Register, which you communicated to
me last year, is thought a very ingenious one, and will
be published here, though it has long been delayed.
I have not seen Mrs. Dowell. I suppose she is not
yet come to town. At least I have not heard of her
being here, though possibly she might while I was in
France.

Our friend W——, who is always complaining of
a constant fever, looks nevertheless fresh and jolly,
and does not fall away in the least. He was saying
the other day at Richmond (where we were together
dining with Governor Pownall) that he had been pes-
tered with a fever almost continually for these three
years past, and that it gave way to no medicines; all
he had taken, advised by different physicians, having
never any effect towards removing it. On which I
asked him if it was not now time to inquire whether
he had really any fever at all. He is indeed the only
instance I ever knew of a man growing fat upon a
fever. But I see no occasion for reading him the
lecture you desired, for he appears to me extremely
temperate in his eating and drinking. His affairs
here are I think in a good train, but every thing to be
transacted in our great offices requires time. I sup-
pose he will hardly be able to return before the
spring.

By a ship just sailed from hence (the captain a
stranger, whose name I have forgotten), I send you a
a late French treatise on the management of silk-
worms, It is said to be the best hitherto published,
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being written in the silk country by a gentleman well
acquainted with the whole affair. It seems to me to
be, like many other French writings, rather too much
drawn out in words; but some extracts from it, of the
principal directions, might be of use, if you would
translate and publish them. I think the bounty is
offered for silk from all the colonies in general. I will
send you the act. But I believe it must be wound
from the cocoons, and sent over in skeins. The
cocoons would spoil on the passage, by the dead
worm corrupting and staining the silk. A public
filature should be set up for winding them there; or
every family should learn to wind their own. In
Italy they are all brought to market, from the neigh-
bouring country, and bought up by those that keep
the filatures. In Sicily each family winds its own silk,
for the sake of having the remains to card and spin
for family use. If some provision were made by the
Assembly for promoting the growth of mulberry
trees in all parts of the provinces, the culture of silk
might afterwards follow easily. For the great dis-
couragement to breeding worms at first is the diffi-
culty of getting leaves and the being obliged to go far
for them.

There is no doubt with me but that it might suc-
ceed in our country. It is the happiest of all
inventions for clothing. Wool uses a good deal of
land to produce it, which, if employed in raising corn,
would afford much more subsistence for man than
the mutton amounts to. Flax and hemp require
good land, impoverish it, and at the same time permit
1t to produce no food at all. But mulberry trees may
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be planted in hedgerows on walks or avenues, or for
shade near a house, where nothing else is wanted to
grow. The food for the worms, which produce the
silk, is in the air, and the ground under the trees may
still produce grass, or some other vegetable good for
man or beast. Then the wear of silken garments
continues so much longer, from the strength of the
materials, as to give it greatly the preference. Hence
it is that the most populous of all countries, China,
clothes its inhabitants with silk, while it feeds them
plentifully, and has besides a vast quantity, both raw
and manufactured, to spare for exportation. Raw
silk here, in skeins well wound, sells from twenty to
twenty-five shillings per pound; but if badly wound
is not worth five shillings. Well wound is, when the
threads are made to cross each other every way in
the skein, and only touch where they cross. Badly
wound is, when they are laid parallel to each other;
for so they are glued together, break in unwinding
them, and take a vast deal of time more than the
other, by losing the end every time the thread breaks.
When once you can raise plenty of silk, you may
have manufactures enough from hence. With great
esteem, I am, my dear friend, yours affectionately,
B. FrRANKLIN.'

* Some of the author’s friends in Philadelphia, engaged in raising
silk, sent over a sample of their manufacture as a present to the Queen,
which is alluded to in the following note-

“Dr. Franklin presents his respectful compliments to Sir John
Pringle, and is much obliged to him for the trouble he has so kindly
taken in the affair of the silk, and is very happy to learn that the
Queen has graciously condescended to accept it with the purpose of
wearing it. Her Majesty’s countenance so afforded to the raisers of
silk in Pennsylvania, where her character is highly revered, will give
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CCCLXVIII

TO SAMUEL COOPER

LonpoN, 30 September, 1769
DeaAr Sir:—Your favor of August 3d has given
me great pleasure. I have only time now to acknow-
ledge the receipt of it, but purpose to write fully by
the next opportunity. I am just returned from
France, where I found our dispute much attended to,
several of our pamphlets being translated and printed
there, among the rest my Examination® and the
Farmer’s Letters,” with two of my pieces annexed, of
which last I send you a copy. In short, all Europe
(except Britain) appears to be on our side of the
question. But Europe has its reasons. It fancies
itself in some danger from the growth of British
power, and would be glad to see it divided against
itself. Our prudence will, I hope, long postpone the
satisfaction our enemies expect from our dissensions.

With sincere and great esteem, I am, dear Sir, &c.,

B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXIX
ON VENTILATION

I do not know that we have in any author particu-
lar and separate directions concerning the ventilating

them great encouragement to proceed in a measure which the British
Parliament seems to have had much at heart, the procuring a supply
of that valuable article from our colonies, for which at present large
sums are paid to France, Spain, Italy, and the Indies.”

! Examination before the British House of Commons. See vol. iv.,
P. 171, under date of February 3, 1766.

2 Written by John Dickinson, with a Preface by Dr. Franklin. See
vol. iv., p. 437.
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of hospitals, crowded rooms, or dwelling-houses,
or the making of proper drains for carrying off stag-
nant or putrid water. The want of such general
information on these subjects has induced me to en-
deavour to recollect all I can of the many instructive
conversations I have had upon these matters with
that judicious and most accurate observer of nature,
Dr. Benjamin Franklin. I do this in hopes that
either the Doctor himself or some other person well
qualified for the task may follow the example set in
so masterly a manner by Sir John Pringle, Baronet,
when speaking on the preservation of the health of
seamen.

It has long been observed that if a number of per-
sons are shut up in a small room, of which the internal
air has little or no communication with the external,
the respiration of those who are so confined renders
by degrees the air of that room effete and unfit for
the support of life.

Dr. Franklin was, if 1 mistake not, the first who
observed that respiration communicated to the air
a quality resembling the mephitic, such as the Grotto
del Cane, near Naples. The air impressed with this
quality rises only to a certain height, beyond which
it gradually loses it. The amendment begins in the
upper part, and descends gradually until the whole
becomes capable of sustaining life. The Doctor
confirmed this by the following experiment. He
breathed gently through a tube into a deep glass
mug, so as to impregnate all the air in the mug with
this quality. He then put a lighted bougie into the
mug, and upon touching the air therein the flame was
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instantly extinguished. By frequently repeating
this operation the bougie gradually preserved its light
longer in the mug, so as in a short time to retain it to
the bottom of it, the air having totally lost the bad
quality it had contracted from the breath blown
into it.

At the same time that the lower part of the air is
thus affected, an acrid, noxious quality may be com-
municated to its upper part in the room, occasioned
by the volatile putrescent effluvia of the persons en-
closed therein. “It is surprising,’” says Sir John
Pringle, in his Observations on the Diseases of the
Army, fourth edition, p. 109, “in how few days the
air will be corrupted in close and crowded wards;
and what makes it hard to remedy the evil, is the
difficulty of convincing either nurses or the sick them-
selves, of the necessity of opening the windows and
doors at any time for a supply of fresh air.”

It may be inferred from the above account of
mephitic air, that such air can be but little altered by
a ventilator in the ceiling of a room; and Dr. Frank-
lin justly concluded, that in crowded rooms, and es-
pecially in bedrooms in dwelling-houses, a current of
air should be kept up in the lower part of the rooms,
to carry off what is thus affected. He approved of
the use of chimneys for this purpose, especially when
the current is quickened by a fire. Even when there
is not any fire in the chimney, a current of air is con-
stantly kept up in it, by its ascending or descending
in the flue, as the weight of the internal or external
air preponderates. This creates a kind of tide in the
flue, conducing much to the healthiness of air in
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rooms; and hence we may see the injudiciousness of
having chimney-boards which fit closely, and there-
by prevent a salutary circulation in the air. Hence
also in warm weather we may account for liquors or
other things kept in a chimney being cooled, and
more so if means are used to create an evaporation
around them.

Every person has an atmosphere of his own,
heated by the warmth of his body, which can be dis-
sipated only by motion in the circumambient air.
Thus in warm weather, wind cools the body, by
carrying off the personal atmosphere, and promoting
at the same time a more free evaporation of the
effluvia arising from the body. This creates a great
degree of coolness on the skin. The personal atmos-
phere can be but little affected by a ventilator in the
ceiling of a room, unless the admission of external air
is so directed as to act principally on the air surround-
ing those in the room. Dr. Franklin, when consulted
on ventilating the House of Commons, represented
that the personal atmosphere surrounding the mem-
bers might be carried off by making outlets in the
perpendicular parts of the seats, through which the
air might be drawn off by ventilators so placed as to
accomplish this without admitting any by the same
channels. It will appear from what has been said,
that windows placed high in the walls of churches or
rooms intended for large assemblies, can contribute
but little towards correcting the mephitic quality of
the lower part of the air, or towards carrying off the
personal atmospheres.

The experiments made for ventilating crowded
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rooms by that most beneficent of men, the Reverend
Dr. Stephen Hales, bring evident proof how much the
upper part of the air in such places is vitiated by the
volatile putrescent effluvia arising from the persons
present in such rooms. He at the same time showed
an easy and effectual way to carry off such vitiated
air. His ventilators were, however, attended with
the inconveniency of occasioning smoky chimneys,
by drawing off so much air, that there was not a
sufficiency left to keep a current strong enough to
carry the smoke up the chimney, unless a door or
window was left open. The circulating ventilators
in windows were intended for refreshing the air in
rooms, without affecting the current of air up the
chimney; but they did not affect the mephitic air,
nor the higher air near the ceiling of lofty rooms,
which is most vitiated with putrescent particles;
and they were besides often out of repair.

Instead of either of these, Dr. Franklin proposed
that openings should be made close to the ceilings of
rooms communicating with a flue, which should
ascend in the wall close to the flues of the chimneys,
and, where it can be done conveniently, close to the
flue of the kitchen chimney; because the fire, burning
pretty constantly there, would keep the sides of
that flue warmer than those of the other chimneys;
whereby a quicker current of air would be kept up
in the ventilating flue. Such a flue might be carried
from the vaults or under ground offices. This would
render them drier, without altering their tempera-
ture much as to heat or cold. These ventilating
flues would cause a constant discharge of the volatile
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putrescent effluvia without interfering with the cur-
rent of air up the chimneys; while the current to-
wards the chimney would carry off the mephitic air
below. These ventilating flues would be peculiarly
beneficial in bedrooms of which the ceilings are low.

Dr. Franklin mentioned an instance of a number of
Germans, who on their arrival in Pennsylvania were
obliged to live in a large barn; there being at that
time no other place of residence fit for them. Several
small windows were made on both sides of the barn
under the eaves. These windows were kept con-
stantly open, even during a severe frost in the winter;
and this without any detriment to the health of the
Germans. Prejudice, said he, has raised so great a
dread against cold air in England, that such openings
would make every person shudder at the thought of
being exposed to so great a degree of cold; and
therefore I did not dare to recommend a practice, the
good effects of which I had known. The dormitory
for the youths of Westminster School is a similar in-
stance; for the glass put in their high lofty windows
is soon broken, but seldom repaired; yet without
prejudice to the health of the youths.

There is a channel by which much of the vitiated
air escapes, and 1s but little attended to. Whoever
looks at the ceilings of rooms in old houses, will soon
discover the traces of the rafters, by a difference in
color, in parts of the ceiling, for wherever there is not
a solid resistance to the passage of the air, much of it
gets off through the ceiling, and deposits in it part of
its contents, which discolors the intervals between
the joists. In the British Museum there is a remark-
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able instance of the inconveniency of the want of this
outlet. The ceiling of one of the rooms in that house
is covered with a picture, or painted cloth. The
room continues warm with little fire; but the air
soon affects the respiration of valetudinarians, as was
often remarked by that accurate observer, Dr. G.
Knight, late principal librarian.

Vaulted rooms may be considered in this light;
because the materials of which the arch is built must
generally be solid. If the arch is built of stones, and
these are exposed to the air, as they cannot so soon
as wood or brick become of the temperature of the
air, as to heat and cold, the vault must become wet
on every change of the air, from cold to warm, as
every one may observe in the walls and furniture of
rooms in which fire is not kept. The vault may thus
become a frequent source of moisture, which, mixing
with the air, may gradually descend into the room,
and become very prejudicial to the health of persons
of weak constitutions, who may inhabit such rooms.

An attentive observer will soon be convinced that
there is a current of warm air which ascends in the
room from the chimney, while a fire burns. Dr.
Franklin showed that this was the case by the fol-
lowing experiment: He suspended, by a thread, a
piece of pasteboard cut in a spiral form. The thread
was fastened to the chimney-piece, so that the paste-
board, drawn out in a spiral form, came near to the
edge of the chimney. The constant current of warm
air, heated by the fire, gave a continued circular
motion to the pasteboard. This warm air, ascending
to the ceiling, there spread, and kept a constant
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motion in the upper part of the air. The warm air
thus ascending, coming into contact with the cool
walls, and being thereby condensed, becomes heavier
and so falls along the sides of the walls. Also the
glass in windows, being exposed to the temperature
of the external air, in cold weather becomes colder
than any other part of the room; therefore the inter-
nal air more sensibly descends, as may be seen by ap-
proaching a lighted bougie to a window. The flame
is then carried downwards by the air; or, if the flame
is extinguished, the smoke will more clearly show this
truth, by descending along the window till it meets
the air of an equal temperature. This will be the
case, however tight the window; and the more so,
the brighter and stronger the fire is, and the colder
the external air; the circulation of the air being
thereby quickened. This accounts for the familiar
caution of avoiding to sit in or near a window. This
circulation of the air is yet more evidently proved by
the following instance. When there is a bright
strong fire in a close room, open the door and pre-
sent immediately a lighted candle to the upper part
of the door-way, the flame will bend outward;
though warm air in the higher part rushes out, lower
the candle gradually, and the strength of the current
outward will lessen by degrees, as the candle is
lowered, till it comes to a space in which the flame
shall rise upright; continue to lower the candle
gradually, and then the current of cold air inward
will gradually increase and more strongly bend the
flame of the candle inward. This will be the case
even in frosty and windy weather. May it not be
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inferred from this circumstance of so strong a current
of air outwards in the upper part of the door-way,
that an opening over or in the upper part of the door
in the ward of a hospital might be of advantage, es-
pecially if there is no ventilating flue in the ceiling?
By such means a circulation of the air in the upper
part of the ward could be constantly kept up; and
thereby a vent would be given to the volatile pu-
trescent particles. This vent might be left open at
all times, without any prejudice to the patients.

What is said on this subject by Dr. John Arm-
strong, a gentleman no less remarkable for his bene-
volence than for his judgment and fine taste, may be
properly mentioned here. “A constant circulation
of fresh air is so necessary, so important in fevers and
in all feverish disorders, that it ought to be particu-
larly considered in the construction of houses. It
would be well, if in all the apartments of every
house, but especially in bed-chambers, the upper
sashes of every window were contrived to let down;
for by this means the admission of fresh air would at
all times be perfectly safe, except during a raw, damp,
foggy night; as the body, even when under such a
sweat as could not without danger be interrupted,
may receive all the refreshing, restorative, and in-
vigorating influence of the air, without being ex-
posed to a stream of it; meantime, where this is
wanting, the best method to supply it is by drawing
the bed-curtains close, now and then, for a few min-
utes at a time, while a free passage is made to the
foul air, by opening the doors and windows.”"—Meds-
cal Essays, p. 22.

vOL. V.~8.
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The noxious vapors that fill a sick-room are not
only offensive but dangerous to those who continue in
it for any time. If dangerous to people then in health,
how detrimental must they be to one oppressed
and struggling under an enfeebling disease! It is a
common thing in a campaign to distribute the sick
soldiers, ill of malignant fevers, in open barns, where
the putrid volatile poison is in a short time dissipated.

There is, in a volume of the M émotres et Observa-
tions recueillies par la Société Economigque de Berne, a
letter concerning the health of the inhabitants of the
Pays de Vaud; part of which I beg to present here, as
bearing a near analogy to this subject. The letter is
written by a most accurate and judicious clergyman.
“One fact,” says he, ‘“deserves to be noticed.
Taking one year with another, a greater proportional
number always die in towns than in villages. But
whence comes it that, when epidemic diseases pre-
vail, the mortality takes quite a different road; that
is, it is much more considerable in villages than in
towns? I have taken great pains to find out the cause
of this phenomenon, and am apt to impute the differ-
ence to the difference of habitations. The poor in
cities and great towns dwell in houses not originally
intended for them; but which, being so old and past
repairing, as to be no longer tenantable by persons at
their ease, fall to the lot of the lower class of people.
In these houses the rooms are spacious, cold as ice,
where the air plays freely around, with doors and win-
dows that do not half shut. The inhabitants of these
shattered houses are pitied; and yet the very circum-
stance of their being out of repair, is what contributes
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to the health of those who live in them, and facilitates
their cure when diseases reign.”

The more I see of hospitals, the more I am con-
vinced of the great want of instructions on duly ven-
tilating them. It is surprising to see what little
attention has been paid in some hospitals about Lon-
don to this article, which have been built since the
importance of ventilation has been well known. In
all of them there is too great a distance between the
windows and the ceilings, where the volatile putres-
cent particles may remain till they become very
acrid. With pleasure I here do justice to the judg-
ment and precaution of Messrs. Adam, in the manner
of ventilating the great room built by them for the
meeting of the Society for the Encouragement of
Arts, &c., by leaving spaces between the panes of
glass in the sky-lights, the panes overlaying each
other. These spaces being concealed from the eye,
do not alarm those fearful of cold air, and keep the
room constantly sweet.

The hospitals most judiciously built in this respect,
which I have seen, are those in Philadelphia and in
Lyons. In the hospital in Philadelphia the wards
are two stories high, with two rows of windows in
each, the upper row being kept generally open: and
the windows in the hospital at Lyons are very lofty,
so that the upper sashes may be for the most part
kept open. Both hospitals are by this means per-
fectly sweet; so sweet that a military gentleman,
who went with me into the hospital at Lyons, and
was unaccustomed to sick-rooms, declared that the
air in the ward was not disagreeable to him, though



116 The Works of [1769

it contained a considerable number of sick. Indeed
they were kept very clean. I am sorry to say this is
not the case in any one of our hospitals.

The naval hospital at Gibraltar, is a square, which
in a hot climate 1s itself a great imperfection, as the
air within the square must, in summer especially, be
greatly heated; and, as if they had studied to keep
the cool air out of the wards, the windows open into
the square only ; whereas, if the west side had been left
open, the wards might have received the cool breezes
from the Bay. The sick are lodged in long galleries
not sufficiently divided to have the patients in sepa-
rate wards, and no openings to carry off the putrid
air lodged among the rafters which support the roof.

On my arrival in the island of Minorca, as surgeon
to the royal artillery there, I was surprised at the
neglect of my predecessors in that office in regard to
ventilating the hospital. There were no openings in
the wards in which the sick lay but the windows and
doors, which were necessarily shut every night, to
prevent the irregularities soldiers might be guilty of.
Where chimneys had been they were built up to pre-
vent the expense of fires; and thus, during the night,
the sick lay in absolutely confined air. The conse-
quence was that when the nurse opened the wards in
the morning she was obliged to withdraw instantly,
for the highly infected air often brought on vomiting.
In this case I applied to our most worthy and ingen-
1ous chief engineer, the late Colonel Mackellar for
leave to use such means as might create a circulation
of air in all the wards. In this he readily concurred,
and ordered the necessary alterations.
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In each ward in which the flue of the chimney re-
mained, an opening of about four or five inches
square was made through the wall into the flue, as
near the ceiling as possible. Round holes of about
three inches diameter were cut low in each door,
covered with a sliding flap to shut the holes occa-
sionally. In some of the wards there never had been
chimneys. In these, holes were cut through the wall
close to the ceiling, which opened into a common
passage; and when two such wards were contiguous,
a hole was cut through the dividing wall as well as in
the door of each ward. One of the wards in which
there had not been a chimney, and which was arched
with stones, was constantly so damp that no use was
made of it. The walls and arch were covered with
green moss. They were afterwards scraped, to clear
them of the moss which retained moisture, and then
covered with lime. This room became so dry, that
though locked up for three months, during which I
was confined with the gout, books and papers which
had remained in it were at the end of that time per-
fectly dry. The generally agreeable effects of this
opening can scarcely be conceived; the wards, and
indeed the whole hospital, being rendered perfectly
sweet, greatly to the benefit of the sick, as well as to
the pleasure of the attendants.

The barracks in the square of the Castle St. Philip,
in which are lodged the detachment of the regiment
of artillery doing duty there, are dry, except that,
being built of stone, they collect moisture on every
sudden change of the air from cold to warm. Each
barrack opens into the square, and is divided into
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three apartments. The part next the door has the
whole height, and in it their arms and necessaries
are kept. The inner part, being about one half, is
divided into two floors. In the lower room they cook,
each barrack having a mess or family in it, some of
whom sleep in it. The fire, and the free access be-
tween it and the door, keep up a due circulation here.
In the upper room most of the men sleep under a
stone arch, the room being little more than six feet
high in the centre, and therefore much lower in the
sides. Under that arch from four to six or eight
persons sleep, especially when there are children.
This room is very stifling, there being little circula-
tion of air n it, more especially in calm, warm
weather, such as the nights generally are there in
summer. In order to create a circulation of air in
this upper room, openings were made into the flues
of the chimneys of the lower room, as near the centre
of the arch as possible, the chimneys being in the cor-
ner of the rooms below. In general these openings
drew very well, and gave great relief, especially to
those who had weak or diseased lungs. The proper
remedy here would have been to have had small
flues made near the flues of the chimneys below, could
it have been done. This measure is too much ne-
glected in all barracks.

Whoever may on any future occasion have the
direction of military hospitals, is already furnished
with such judicious directions by my learned friends
Sir John Pringle, Baronet, and Dr. Donald Munro,
that, were I to say any thing on that subject, I could
only copy whole pages from them. Sir John Pringle’s
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speech on giving the gold medal of the Royal Society
to Captain Cook, i wnich he took occasion to point
out the means of preserving the health of seamen, is
equally deserving of commendation.

The healthiness of buildings does not perhaps de-
pend more on the due ventilation of the rooms than
it does on the dryness of the situation and of the
foundation. Sir John Pringle, in the first part of his
Observations on the Diseases of the Army, has given
several instances of this truth. But as every man
who regards his own life and health, or the lives and
health of others, should be well acquainted with that
work, I shall refer to the original. I have often la-
mented that the first part of that book, describing the
natural consequences of the situation of places and
their effects on health, has not been published sepa-
rately, because it might thereby become of more
general use to every man who leads country life, or
resorts thither frequently to enjoy quiet; for being
part of a book professedly treating of diseases, few
think of consulting it, except whose business it is to
cure diseases.

However inviting the situation may be, and what-
ever may be the quality of the ground on which
houses are built, generally drains should be made all
around the house deeper than the foundation of the
building, to carry off the superfluous moisture, even
the moisture that may be lodged under the ground;
for it is essentially necessary that the lower part of
the house be kept continually dry.

The advantages of drains or sewers are remark-
ably felt in London, which, before the fire of London,
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was frequently afflicted with contagious malignant
fevers. Before that period all the waste water and
filth remained above ground, and the people, as
Erasmus complained, were very inattentive to keep-
ing their houses clean. The wooden houses pro-
jected so much over the then very narrow streets that
the air became almost stagnant, and must have been
loaded with putrid effluvia, there being very little
circulation or current in the air, thus confined, to
carry off these effluvia.

Before the city was rebuilt, that ingenious archi-
tect, Sir Christopher Wren, planned and built the
common sewers, as they continue to this day; and
they are a lasting monument of his judgment and
attention to the health and welfare of its inhabitants.
These, together with the removal of signs and sign-
posts, new paving and cleansing the streets, have
been attended with such happy effects that London
and Westminster are now ranked among the most
healthy spots in the island for grown persons whose
lungs can bear the cloud of smoke which generally
hovers over them, and thus the apparent great
calamity of a fire became a singular blessing to the
city of London.

The quantity or water brought into the city by the
New River and other water-works, which runs daily
to waste, helps to cleanse and keep the common
sewers sweet, and thereby contributes much to the
healthiness of the city. Though foreign to the sub-
ject, it may be observed that till the Restoration
there were few gardens about London for supplying
kitchen herbs. These became more numerous after



1769] Benjamin Franklin 121

that period, and still more so after the Revolution, a
number of Dutch gardeners coming to England at
that time. The quantity of vegetables supplied by
these gardens contribute greatly to the healthiness
of the citizens.

Rome would not perhaps have become mistress of
so extraordinary an empire, situated as that city is
near marshy grounds, had not the common sewers,
which still attract the admiration of all travellers,
been so early and judiciously built by Tarquinius
Priscus, who may for that reason be called a second
founder of Rome. The ancient Romans were par-
ticularly attentive to the draining and cultivating
of these marshes, and they soon became the granary
of ancient Rome; but being neglected during the in-
vasions of the barbarous nations, they are now the
reproach and just chastisement of the supine indo-
lence and inactivity of the modern Romans.

Gravel, which is generally reckoned a dry and
healthy foundation to build upon, 1s found by ex-
perience not to deserve that character at all times,
unless deep drains are made to carry off the water of
heavy rains long continued; for by such rains the
gravel may be so charged with water, especially in
flat grounds, that the lower parts of the houses
erected on such soils may prove damp. In all the
flat grounds along the Thames the cellars are often
filled with water after heavy rains; and if the water
continues there stagnant till the animal or vegetable
substances mixed with it begin to putrefy, aches,
agues, and putrid fevers are the natural conse-
quences. Though Kensington Palace stands high
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and on a declivity yet when King George the Second
continued there till late in October, the lower parts of
the house became damp, occasioned by the want of
drains, and the servants became aguish. Stones
which absorb and retain water, as the Cantoon stone
in Minorca does, are in this respect similar to gravel.
There was a remarkable instance of this in a magazine
cut out of a solid rock of Cantoon stone in George-
town, in Minorca. The magazine was covered with
a well-limed arch and roof. Yet when the winter
rains began to fall in November, the magazine was
filled with water, as high as it was cut out of the rock.
When drains were made to carry off the water, the
magazine then became and continued to be suffi-
clently dry.

Might not low grounds on the banks of rivers,
similar to those in Flanders, and so justly and ju-
diciously complained of by Sir John Pringle, be
rendered more healthy by drains dug as deep as low-
water mark in the adjacent rivers? Sluices might be
made in the banks of the river, to prevent the tides
or floods from entering into the drains. It would be
advisable to cover the drains, to prevent the noxious
vapors arising from putrid vegetable or animal sub-
stances, which generally rot in open ditches. The
earth thrown out of the drains might serve to cover
them, when the channels for carrying off the water
are properly constructed. By these means no sur-
face would be lost for the growth of vegetables.

Willows, alders, and such trees as delight in a
moist or wet soil may be planted on the banks of
ditches, if any such are permitted to remain open,
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that their leaves may correct the putrid vapors aris-
ing from the stagnant water in the ditches. I fear,
however, that in the autumn, when the effects of
putrid vapors are most severely felt, the leaves of
these trees, being then hardened by age, may in a
great measure lose the power of correcting the putrid
vapors. The late summer shoots may afford aid till
the equinoxial rains clear the ditches of all filth.
That trees have not the power of proving an effectual
remedy against these putrid exhalations, the fre-
quency of agues in the Low Countries, in every sea-
son, is a sufficient proof. If such trees grow on the
banks of ditches, they should be kept in a pollard
state, to admit of a free circulation of air.

An observation of Dr. Franklin’s deserves a place
here, especially as 1t is not generally attended to.
The opinion 1s indeed against it. The banks of rivers
which have a quick motion, and run on a clear sandy
bottom, are very agreeable and healthy situations;
but the sides of rivers which have oozy bottoms,
or marshy banks, or which are in the neighbourhood
of extensive marshes, are to be avoided. When
necessity or any peculiar advantage obliges people to
build near such bad neighbours, the south side, says
the Doctor, is the most eligible; because the warm
southerly winds, which promote a tendency to putre-
faction, and are the most frequent, blow the noxious
vapors from the buildings; whereas the northerly
winds, which blow but seldom compared with the
former, and which generally blow strongly, check
putrefaction, and speedily carry off noxious vapors.

It is now well known that the stench arising from
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stationary privies may be prevented by a cheap and
easy method. The excrements may be received in
tubs, so closely connected with the seat that no air
can pass. The lower ends of the tub should be sunk
below the surface of water contained in proper cis-
terns. The excrements are soon dissolved in water,
and so carried off, every time the privy is washed,
which should be as often as 1t is used.

In towns the stench of the common sewers is some-
times very offensive. This may be prevented by in-
terrupting the current of air through them by means
of sink-traps; the construction and utility of which
are of late years well known in London. As sand
or other filth may be apt to lodge in the deepened
place, it should be so contrived as to be easily come
at, in order to clear away every obstruction.

Let me add here to the method of correcting bad
water, proposed by Dr. Munro in his Essay on the
Means of Preserving the Health of Soldiers, the fol-
lowing easy method of keeping water clear and sweet,
ascertained by several experiments made some years
ago by the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
&c., in London. The method is to mix clay with the
water in such quantities that when the clay is dis-
solved the hand immersed under the surface of the
water shall not be seen. The clay subsiding, carries
down with it all the impurities, and in a manner bury-
ing them, prevents their communicating any bad
taste or smell to the water, which thereby continues
long clear and sweet. Clay may probably correct
stagnant water, and thereby preserve it clear and
good in dry seasons, and may thus become very use-
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ful where there is no running water. If any bad taste
or smell remains after the use of the clay, it may be
carried off by one of the ventilators recommended
for that purpose by the Reverend Dr. Hales. The
clear water may be drawn off by a siphon or a cock,
placed high enough not to touch the clay.

A S.

CCCLXX

TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

CRAVEN STRERT, Saturday Evening, past ten,

The question you ask me is a very sensible one,
and I shall be glad if I can give you a satisfactory
answer. There are two ways of contracting a chim-
ney: one, by contracting the opening before the fire;
the other, by contracting the funnel above the fire. If
the funnel above the fire is left open in its full dimen-
sions, and the opening before the fire is contracted,
then the coals, I imagine, will burn faster, because
more air is directed through the fire, and in a stronger
stream; that air which before passed over it, and on
each side of it, now passing through it. This is seen
in narrow stove chimneys, when a sacheverell or
blower is used, which still more contracts the narrow
opening. But if the funnel only above the fire is con-
tracted, then, as a less stream of air is passing up the
chimney, less must pass through the fire, and conse-
quently it should seem that the consuming of the
coals would rather be checked than augmented by
such contraction. And this will also be the case when
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both the opening before the fire and the funnel above
the fire are contracted, provided the funnel above the
fire is more contracted in proportion than the open-
ing before the fire.

So you see I think you had the best of the argu-
ment; and as you notwithstanding gave it up in
complaisance to the company, I think you had also
the best of the dispute. There are few, though con-
vinced, that know how to give up, even an error, they
have been once engaged in maintaining. There is
therefore the more merit in dropping a contest where
one thinks one’s self right; it is at least respectful to
those we converse with. And indeed all our know-
ledge is so imperfect, and we are from a thousand
causes so perpetually subject to mistake and error,
that positiveness can scarce ever become even the
most knowing; and modesty in advancing any
opinion, however plain and true we may suppose it,
is always decent, and generally more like to procure
assent. Pope’s rule,

“ To speak, though sure, with seeming diffidence,”

is therefore a.good one; and, if I had ever seen in
your conversation the least deviation from it, I should
earnestly recommend it to your observation.
I am, &c.,
B. FRANKLIN.
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CCCLXXI

QUERIES BY MR. STRAHAN RESPECTING AMERICAN AF-
FAIRS, AND DR. FRANKLIN'S ANSWERS

W. STRAHAN TO B. FRANKLIN '

21 November, 1769.

DEeAR Sir:—In the many conversations we have
had together about our present disputes with North
America, we perfectly agreed in wishing they may be
brought to a speedy and happy conclusion. How
this is to be done is not so easily ascertained.

Two objects, I humbly apprehend, his Majesty’s
servants have now in contemplation. First, to re-
lieve the colonies from the taxes complained of,
which they certainly had no hand in imposing.
Secondly, to preserve the honor, the dignity, and
the supremacy of the British legislature over all his
Majesty’s dominions.

As I know your singular knowledge of the sub-
ject in question, and am as fully convinced of your
cordial attachment to his Majesty, and your sincere
desire to promote the happiness equally of all his
subjects, I beg you would, in your own clear, brief,
and explicit manner, send me an answer to the fol-
lowing questions. I make this request now, be-
cause this matter is of the utmost importance, and
must very quickly be agitated. And I do it with
more freedom, as you know me and my motives too

* Mr, Strahan was printer to the King, and became a man of wealth
and influence. In 1775 he was elected to Parliament from the borough
of Malmsbury, as a colleague with Mr. Fox. He was one of Franklin's
oldest and most cherished friends in England.
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well to entertain the most remote suspicion that I
will make an improper use of any information you
shall hereby convey to me.

1.—Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea
excepted, which was before paid here on exporta-
tion, and of course no new imposition) fully satisfy
the colonists?* If you answer in the negative,

2.—Your reasons for that opinion?

3.—Do you think the only effectual way of com-
posing the present differences is to put the Ameri-
cans precisely in the situation they were in before
the passing of the late Stamp Act? If that is your
opinion,

4.—Your reasons for that opinion?

5.—If this last method is deemed by the legisla-
ture and his Majesty’s ministers to be repugnant to
their duty as guardians of the just rights of the
crown and of their fellow subjects, can you suggest
any other way of terminating these disputes, con-
sistent with the ideas of justice and propriety con-

! In the year 1767, for the express purpose of raising a revenue in
America, glass, red lead, white lead, painters’ colors, paper, and tea
(which last article was subject to various home impositions) became
charged by act of Parliament, with new permanent duties payable tn
the American ports. Soon after, in the same sessions, (the East India
Company promising indemnification for the experiment,) a temporary
alteration was made with respect to the home customs or excise upon
certain teas; in the hope that a deduction in the nominal imposition,
by producing a more extended consumption, would give an increased
sum to the exchequer. Mr. Strahan, comparing only the amounts of
the imposed American duty, and the deducted home duty, determines
that the Americans had suffered no new imposition. The Americans,
it seems, thought otherwise. Had we established this precedent for a
revenue, we thought we had every thing to hope; yet we affected sur-
prise when the colonies avoided an acquiescence, which by parity of
reasoning gave them every thing to fear.—B. V.
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ceived by the King’s subjects on both sides of the
Atlantic?

6.—And, if this method was actually followed, do
you not think it would actually encourage the
violent and factious part of the colonists to aim at
still farther concessions from the mother country?

7.—1f they are relieved in part only, what do you,
as a reasonable and dispassionate man, and an equal
friend to both sides, imagine will be the probable
consequences?

The answers to these questions, I humbly con-
ceive, will include all the information I want, and I
beg you will favor me with them as soon as may be.
Every well-wisher to the peace and prosperity of
the British empire, and every friend to our truly
happy constitution, must be desirous of seeing even
the most trivial causes of dissension among our fel-
low subjects removed. Our domestic squabbles, in
my mind, are nothing to what I am speaking of.
This you know much better than I do, and there-
fore 1 need add nothing farther to recommend this
subject to your serious consideration. I am, with
the most cordial esteem and attachment, dear Sir,

your faithful and affectionate humble servant,
W. STRAHAN.

THE ANSWER

CRrRAVEN STREET, 29 November, 176q.
DEAR Sir:—DBeing just returned to town from a
little excursion, I find yours of the z1st, containing
a number of queries that would require a pamphlet

voL v.—9g.
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to answer them fully. You, however, desire only
brief answers, which I shall endeavour to give.
Previous to your queries you tell me that you
appreciate his Majesty’s servants have now “in con-
templation, first, to relieve the colonists from the
taxes complained of; secondly, to preserve the
honor, the dignity, and the supremacy of the British
legislature over all his Majesty’s dominions.” I
hope your information is good, and that what you
suppose to be in contemplation will be carried into
execution by repealing all the laws that have been
made for raising a revenue in America by authority
of Parliament without the consent of the people
there. The honor and dignity of the British legis-
lature will not be hurt by such an act of justice and
wisdom. The wisest councils are liable to be misled,
especially in matters remote from their inspection.
It is the persisting in an error, not the correcting it,
that lessens the honor of any man or body of men.
The supremacy of that legislature, I believe, will
be best preserved by making a very sparing use of
it; never but for the evident good of the colonies
themselves, or of the whole British empire; never
for the partial advantage of Britain, to their preju-
dice. By such prudent conduct I imagine that
supremacy may be gradually strengthened, and in
time fully established; but otherwise, I apprehend
it will be disputed, and lost in the dispute. At
present the colunies consent and submit to it for
the regulations of general commerce; but a sub-
mission to acts of Parliament was no part of their
original constitution. Our former kings governed
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their colonies, as they had governed their dominions
in France, without the participation of British par-
liaments. The Parliament of England never pre-
sumed to interfere in that prerogative till the time
of the great rebellion, when they usurped the gov-
ernment of all the King’s other dominions, Ireland,
Scotland, &c. The colonies that held for the King,
they conquered by force of arms, and governed
afterwards as conquered countries; but New Eng-
land, not having opposed the Parliament, was con-
sidered and treated as a sister-kingdom in amity
with England, as appears by the Journals, March
10th, 1642.

1.—Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea ex-
cepted, which was before paid here on exportation, and,
of course no new imposition) fully satisfy the colonists?

I think not.
2.—Your reasons for that opinion?

Because it is not the sum paid in that duty on
tea that is complained of as a burden, but the prin-
ciple of the act expressed in the preamble, viz., that
those duties were laid for the better support of
government and the administration of justice in the
colonies.” This the colonists think unnecessary, un-

1 “Men may lose little property by an act which takes away all
therr freedom When a man is robbed of a trifle on the highway, it
is not the two pence lost that makes the capital outrage. Would
twenty shillings have ruined Mr. Hampden’s fortune? No! but the
payment of half twenty shillings, on the principle it was demanded
would have made him a slave.” See Mr. Burke’s speeches in 1774 and
1775.—B. V.
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just, and dangerous to their most important rights.
Unnecessary, because in all the colonies (two or
three new ones excepted) ' government and the
administration of justice were, and always had been,
well supported without any charge to Britain; wun-
just, as it has made such colonies liable to pay such
charge for others, in which they had no concern or
interest; damgerous, as such mode of raising money
for those purposes tended to render their assemblies
useless; for if a revenue could be raised in the col-
onies for all the purposes of government by act of
Parliament, without grants from the people there,
governors who do not generally love assemblies,
would never call them. They would be laid aside;
and when nothing should depend on the people’s
good-will to government, their rights would be
trampled on; they would be treated with contempt.

Another reason why I think they would not be
satisfied with such a partial repeal is, that their
agreements not to import till the repeal takes place,
include the whole, which shows that they object to
the whole, and those agreements will continue bind-
ing on them if the whole is not repealed.

3.—Do you think the only effectual way of composing
the present differences is to put the Americans precisely
in the situation they were in before the passage of the
late Stamp Act?

I think so.

4.—Your reasons for that opinion?
T Nova Scotia, Georgia, the Floridas, and Canada,
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Other methods have been tried. They have been
rebuked in angry letters. Their petitions have
been refused or rejected by Parliament. They have
been threatened with the punishments of treason by
resolves of both Houses. Their assemblies have been
dissolved, and troops have been sent among them,;
but all these ways have only exasperated their minds
and widened the breach. Their agreements to use
no more British manufactures have been strength-
ened; these measures, instead of composing differ-
ences, and promoting a good correspondence, have
almost annihilated your commerce with those
countries, and greatly endanger the national peace
and general welfare.

5.—If this last method is deemed by the legislature
and his Majesty’s ministers to be repugnant to their duty,
as guardians of the just rights of the crown and of their
fellow subjects, can you suggest any other way of ter-
minating these disputes, consistent with the ideas of jus-
tice and propriety, conceived by the King’s subjects on
both sides of the Atlantic?

I do not see how that method can be deemed
repugnant to the rights of the crown. If the Ameri-
cans are put into their former situation, it must be
by an act of Parliament; in the passing of which by
the King, the rights of the crown are exercised, not
infringed. It is indifferent to the crown whether
the aids received from America are granted by Par-
liament here, or by the assemblies there, provided
the quantum be the same; and it is my opinion that
more will be generally granted there voluntarily,
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than can ever be exacted or collected from thence
by authority of Parliament.

As to the rights of fellow subjects (I suppose you
mean the people of Britain), I cannot conceive how
those will be infringed by that method. They will
still enjoy the right of granting their own money,
and may still, if it pleases them, keep up their claim
to the right of granting ours; a right they can never
exercise properly for want of a sufficient knowledge
of us, our circumstances and abilities, (to say no-
thing of the little likelihood there is that we should
ever submit to it,) therefore a right that can be of
no good use to them; and we shall continue to enjoy
in fact the right of granting our money, with the
opinion now universally prevailing among us, that
we are free subjects of the King, and that fellow
subjects of one part of his dominions are not sover-
eigns over fellow subjects in any other part.

If the subjects on the different sides of the Atlan-
tic have different and opposite ideas of ‘‘ justice and
propriety,” no one ‘“method’’ can possibly be con-
sistent with both. The best will be to let each
enjoy their own opinions, without disturbing them,
when they do not interfere with the common good.

6.—And, if this method were actually followed, do you
not think it would encourage the violent and factious part
of the colonists to aim at still farther concessions from
the mother country?

I do not think it would. There may be a few
among them that deserve the name of factious and
violent, as there are in all countries; but these would
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have little influence, if the great majority of sober,
reasonable people were satisfied. If any colony
should happen to think that some of your regula-
tions of trade are inconvenient to the general interest
of the empire, or prejudicial to them without being
beneficial to you, they will state these matters to
Parliament in petitions as heretofore; but will, I
believe, take no violent steps to obtain what they
may hope for in time from the wisdom of govern-
ment here. I know of nothing else they can have
in view; the notion that prevails here of their being
desirous to set up a kingdom or commonwealth of
their own, is, to my certain knowledge, entirely
groundless.

1 therefore think that, on a total repeal of all
duties laid expressly for the purpose of raising a
revenue on the people of America without their
consent, the present uneasiness would subside; the
agreements not to import would be dissolved, and
commerce flourish as heretofore; and I am con-
firmed in this sentiment by all the letters I have
received from America, and by the opinions of all
the sensible people who have lately come from
thence, crown officers excepted.

I know, indeed, that the people of Boston are
grievously offended by the quartering of troops
among them, as they think, contrary to law; and
are very angry with the Board of Commissioners,
who have calumniated them to government; but, as
I suppose the withdrawing of those troops may be
a consequence of reconciliating measures taking
place, and that the commission also will be either
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dissolved, if found useless, or filled with more tem-
perate and prudent men, if still deemed useful and
necessary; I do not imagine these particulars would
prevent a return of the harmony so much to be
wished.”

7.—If they are relieved in part only, what do you, as a
reasonable and dispassionate man, and an equal friend
to both sides, imagine will be the probable consequences?

I imagine that repealing the offensive duties in
part will answer no end to this country; the com-
merce will remain obstructed, and the Americans go
on with their schemes of frugality, industry, and
manufactures, to their own great advantage. How
much that may tend to the prejudice of Britain, I
cannot say; perhaps not so much as some appre-
hend, since she may in time find new markets. But
I think, if the union of the two countries continues
to subsist, it will not hurt the general interest; for
whatever wealth Britain loses by the failing of its
trade with the colonies, America will gain; and the

* “The opposition [to Lord Rockingham’s administration],” says
Lord Chesterfield, ‘‘are for taking vigorous, as they call them, but I
call them violent, measures—not less than les dragonades; and to have
the tax collected by the troops we have there. For my part, I never
saw a froward child mended by whipping; and I would not have the
mother become a step-mother.”’—Letter, No. 360.

“Is it a certain maxim,” pleads Mr. Burke, ‘‘that the fewer causes
of dissatisfaction are left by government, the more the subject will be
inclined to resist and rebel?”” *I confess I do not feel the least alarm
from the discontents which are to arise from putting people at their
ease. Nor do I apprehend the destruction of this empire, from giving,
by an act of free grace and indulgence, to two millions of my fellow-
citizens, some share of those rights upon which I have always been
taught to value myself.”'—Speeches in 1774 and 1775.—B. V.
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crown will receive equal aids from its subjects upon
the whole, if not greater.

And now I have answered your questions as to
what may be, in my opinion, the consequence of
this or that supposed measure, I will go a little
farther, and tell you what I fear is more likely to
come to pass in reality. I apprehend that the min-
istry, at least the American part of it, being fully
persuaded of the right of Parliament, think it ought
to be enforced, whatever may be the consequences;
and at the same time do not believe there is even
now any abatement of the trade between the two
countries on account of these disputes; or that, if
there is, it is small, and cannot long continue.

They are assured by the crown officers in Amer-
ica that manufactures are impossible there; that
the discontented are few, and persons of little con-
sequence; that almost all the people of property
and importance are satisfied, and disposed to sub-
mit quietly to the taxing power of Parliament; and
that, if the revenue acts are continued, and those
duties only that are called anti-commercial be re-
pealed, and others perhaps laid in stead, the power
ere long will be patiently submitted to, and the
agreements not to import be broken, when they are
found to produce no change of measures here.

From these and similar misinformations, which
seem to be credited, I think it likely that no thor-
ough redress of grievances will be afforded to Amer-
ica this session. This may inflame matters still
more in that country; farther rash measures there
may create more resentment here, that may produce
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not merely ill-advised dissolutions of their assem-
blies, as last year, but attempts to dissolve their
constitution ; more troops may be sent over, which
will create more uneasiness; to justify the measures
of government, your writers will revile the Ameri-
cans in your newspapers, as they have already begun
to do, treating them as miscreants, rogues, dastards,
rebels, &c., to alienate the minds of the people here
from them, and which will tend farther to diminish
their affections to this country. Possibly, too, some
of their warm patriots may be distracted enough to
expose themselves by some mad action to be sent
for hither; and government here be indiscreet
enough to hang them, on the act of Henry the
Eighth.

Mutual provocations will thus go on to complete
the separation; and instead of that cordial affec-
tion that once and so long existed, and that har-
mony, so suitable to the circumstances, and so neces-
sary to the happiness, strength, safety, and welfare
of both countries, an implacable malice and mutual
hatred, such as we now see subsisting between the
Spaniards ard Portuguese, the Genoese and Corsi-
cans, from the same original misconduct in the
superior governments, will take place; the sameness
of nation, the similarity of religion, manners, and
language not in the least preventing in our case,
more than it did in theirs.

! This was afterwards attempted by the British legislature, in the
case of the Massachusetts Bay province.—B. V.

2 The Lords and Commons very prudently concurred in an address

for this purpose; and the King graciously assured them of his com-
pliance with their wishes.—B. V.
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I hope, however, that this may all prove false
prophecy, and that you and I may live to see as
sincere and perfect a friendship established between
our respective countries, as has so many years sub-
sisted between Mr. Strahan and his truly affection-

ate old friend,
B. FrRANKLIN.

CCCLXXII
STATE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COLONIES'

BY GOVERNOR POWNALL

WITH REMARKS BY DR. FRANKLIN

1. Wherever any Englishmen go forth without the
realm, and make settlements tn partibus exteris, ““ These
settlements as English settlements, and these inhabitants
as English subjects, (carrying with them the laws of the
land wherever they form colonies, and receiving his Ma-
jesty’s protection by virtue of his royal charter’”? or
commissions of government,) ‘“have and enjoy all liber-
ties and immunities of free and natural subjects, to all
intents, constructions, and purposes whatsoever, as if
they and every of them were born within the realm,” 3

t This State of the Constitution of the Colontes was printed at the close
of 1769, and communicated to various persons, with a view to prevent
mischief from the misunderstandings between the government of
Great Britain and the people of America. I have taken the liberty of
ascribing it to Governor Pownall, as his name could have been no
secret at the time. Dr. Franklin’s Remarks (which from their early
date are the more curious) are in manuscript; and from an observa-
tion in reply, signed T. P., appear to have been communicated to
Governor Pownall—B. V.

2 Pratt and York.

3 General words in all charters.
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and are bound by the like allegiance as every other sub-
ject of the realm.

Remark.—The settlers of colonies in America did
not carry with them the laws of the land, as being
bound by them wherever they should settle. They
left the realm to avoid the inconveniences and hard-
ships they were under, where some of those laws
were in force; particularly ecclesiastical laws, those
for payment of tithes, and others. Had it been
understood that they were to carry these laws with
them, they had better have stayed at home among
their friends, unexposed to the risk and toils of a
new settlement. They carried with them a right to
such parts of laws of the land, as they should judge
advantageous or useful to them; a right to be free
from those they thought hurtful; and a right to
make such others, as they should think necessary,
not infringing the general rights of Englishmen; and
such new laws they were to form as agreeable as
might be to the laws of England.

2. Therefore, the common law of England, and all such
statutes as were enacted and in force at the time which
such settlers went forth, and such colonies and planta-
tions were established, (except as hereafter excepted,)
together with all such alterations and amendments as the
said common law may have received, is from time to
time, and at all times, the law of those colonies and
plantations.

So far as they have adopted it; by express laws
or by practice.
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3. Therefore all statutes touching the right of the suc-
cession, and settlement of the crown, with the statutes
of treason relating thereto; all statutes regulating or
limiting the general powers and authority of the crown,
and the exercise of jurisdiction thereof; all statutes de-
claratory of the rights and liberty of the subject; do
extend to all British subjects in the colonies and planta-
tions as of common right, and as if they and every of
them were born within the realm.

It is doubted whether any settlement of the
crown by Parliament takes place in the colonies,
otherwise than by the consent of the assemblies
there. Had the rebellion in 1745 succeeded so far
as to settle the Stuart family again on the throne,
by act of Parliament, I think the colonies would not
have thought themselves bound by such an act.
They would still have adhered to the present fam-
ily, as long as they could.

[Observation in Reply.—They are bound to the
King and his successors, and we know no succession
but by act of Parliament.—T. P.]

4. All statutes enacted since the establishment of colo-
nies and plantations, do extend to and operate within
the said colonies and plantations, in which statutes the
same are specially named.

It is doubted whether any act of Parliament
should of right operate in the colonies; n fact, sev-
eral of them have and do operate.

5. Statutes and customs which respect only the special
and local circumstances of the realm, do not extend to
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and operate within said colonies and plantations, where
no such special and local circumstances are found. Thus
the ecclesiastical and canon law, and all statutes respect-
ing tithes; the laws respecting courts baron and copy-
holds; the game acts; the statutes respecting the poor,
and settlements; and all other laws and statutes having
special reference to special and local circumstances and
establishments within the realm; do not extend to and
operate within these settlements, in partibus exteris,
where no such circumstances or establishments exist.

These laws have no force in America; not merely
because local circumstances differ, but because they
have never been adopted, or brought over, by acts of
Assembly or by practice in the courts.

6. No statutes made since the establishment of said
colonies and plantations (except as above described in
Articles 3 and 4) do extend to and operate within said
colonies and plantations.

Query.—Would any statute made since the establish-
ment of said colonies and plantations, which statute
imported to annul and abolish the powers and jurisdic-
tions of their respective constitutions of government,
where the same was not contrary to the laws, or any other
wise forfeited or abated; or which statute imported to
take away, or did take away, the rights and privileges of
the settlers as British subjects; would such statute, as of
right, extend to and operate within said colonies and
plantations?

No. The Parliament has no such power. The
charters cannot be altered but by consent of both
parties, the King and the colonies.
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Upon the matters of fact, right, and law, as above
stated, it is, that the British subjects thus settled in par-
tibus exterts without the realm, so long as they are ex-
cluded from an entire union with the realm, as parts of
and within the same, have a right to have (as they have)
and be governed by (as they are) a distinct entire civil
government; of the like powers, pre-eminences, and juris-
dictions (conformable to the like rights, privileges, im-
munities, franchises, and civil liberties) as are to be
found and are established in the British government,
respecting the British subject within the realm.

Right.

Hence also it is that the rights of the subject, as de-
clared in the Petition of Rights, that the limitation of
the prerogative by the Act for Abolishing the Star-Cham-
ber, and for regulating the Privy Council, &c.; that the
Habeas Corpus Act, the Statute of Frauds, the Bill of
Rights, do of common right extend to, and are in force
within, said colonies and plantations.

Several of these rights are established by special
colony laws. If any are not yet so established, the
colonies have right to such laws; and, the covenant
having been made in the charters by the King, for
himself and his successors, such laws ought to re-
ceive the royal assent as of right.

Hence it is that the freeholders within the precincts of
these jurisdictions have (as of right they ought to have) a
share in the power of making those laws which they are to
be governed by, by the right which they have of sending
their representatives to act for them and to consent for
them in all matters of legislation; which representatives,
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when met in general assembly, have, together with the
crown, a right to perform and do all the like acts
respecting the matters, things, and rights within the pre-
cincts of their jurisdiction, as the Parliament hath re-
specting the realm and British dominions.

Hence also it is that all the executive offices (from the
supreme civil magistrate, as locum tenens to the King,
down to that of constable and head-borough) must of
right be established with all and the like powers, neither
more nor less than as defined by the constitution and
law, as in fact they are established.

Hence it is that the judicial offices and courts of jus-
tice, established within the precincts of said jurisdictions,
have, as they ought of right to have, all those jurisdictions
and powers, ‘‘as fully and amply, to all intents and pur-
poses whatsoever, as the courts of King’s Bench, Common
Pleas, and Exchequer, within his Majesty’s kingdom of
England have, and ought to have; and are empowered
to give judgment and award execution thereupon.” *

Hence it is that by the possession, enjoyment, and ex-
ercise of his Majesty’s great seal, delivered to his Majesty’s
governor, there is established within the precincts of the
respective jurisdictions all the same and like powers of
Chancery (except where by charters specially excluded)
as his Majesty’s chancellor within his Majesty’s kingdom
of England hath, and of right ought to have, by delivery
of the great seal of England. And hence it is that all
the like rights, privileges, and powers follow the use,
exercise, and application of the great seal of each colony
and plantation within the precincts of said jurisdiction;
as doth, and ought of right to, follow the use, exercise,
and applications of the great seal.

Hence also it is that appeals in real actions, “ whereby

*Law in New England, confirmed by the crown, October 22, 1700.
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the lands, tenements, and hereditaments of British sub-
jects may be drawn into question and disposed of,” * do
not lie, as of right and by law they ought not to lie, to
the King in Council.

Hence also it is that there is not any law now in being,
whereby the subject within said colonies and plantations
can be removed # from the jurisdiction to which he is
amenable in all his rights, and through which his service
and allegiance must be derived to the crown, and from
which no appeal lies in criminal causes; so as that such

116th Car. I c. ro.

2 The case of the court erected by act of Parliament, r1th and 12th
of William IIL c 7, (since the enacting of the Habeas Corpus Act) for
the trial of piracies, felonies, and robberies committed 1n or upon the
sea, Or in any haven, river, creek, or place where the admiral has juris-
diction, does no way affect this position; nor doth the 14th section of
the said statute, directing that the commissioners, of whom such
court subsists, may issue their warrant for apprehending such pirates,
&c., in order to their being tried in the colonies, or sent into England,
any way militate with the doctrine here laid down, nor can it be
applied as the case of a jurisdiction actually existing, which supersedes
the jurisdictions of the courts in the colonies and plantations, and as
what authorizes the taking the accused of such piracies, &c., from
those jurisdictions, and the sending such, so taken, to England for
trial. It cannot be applied as a case similar and in point to the ap-
plication of an act of Parliament (passed in the 3s5th of Henry VIIL
concerming the trial of treasons), lately recommended, in order to the
sending persons, accused of committing crimes in the plantations, to
Engiand for trial; because this act of the r1th and r2th of William
IIL c. 4, respects crimes committed in places * where the admiral has
jurisdiction,” and cases to which the junsdiction of those provincial
courts do not extend. In the case of treasons committed within the
jurisdiction of the colonies and plantations, there are courts competent
to try such crimes, and to give judgment thereupon, where the trials
of such are regulated by laws to which the King hath given his con-
sent; from which there lies no appeal, and wherein the King hath
given power and instruction to his governor, as to execution or respite
of judgment. The said act of Henry VIIIL., which provides remedy
for a case which supposes the want of due legal jurisdiction, cannot be
any way, or by any rule, applied to a case where there ¢s due legal and
competent jurisdiction.

YOL, V.~I0.
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subject may become amenable to a jurisdiction foreign to
his natural and legal resiancy, to which he may be thereby
transported, and under which he may be brought to trial
and receive judgment, contrary to the rights and privi-
leges of the subject, as declared by the spirit and intent,
and especially by the 16th section of the Habeas Corpus
Act. And if the person of any subject within the said
colonies and plantations should be seized or detained by
any power issuing from any court without the jurisdiction
of the colony where he then had his legal resiancy, it
would become the duty of the courts of justice within
such colony (it is undoubtedly of their jurisdiction so to
do) to issue the writ of Habeas Corpus.*

Hence also it is that in like manner as ‘' the command
and disposition of the militia, and of all forces by sea and
land, and of all forts and places of strength, is, and by
the laws of England ever was, the undoubted right of his
Majesty, and his royal predecessors, kings and queens of
England, within all his Majesty’s realms and dominions ?;
in like manner as the supreme military power and com-

*In referring to an old act, made for the trial of treasons committed
out of the realm by such persons as had no legal resiancy but within
the realm, and who were of the realm, applymg the purview of
that statute which was made to bring subjects of the realm, who
had commutted treason out of the realm (where there was no
criminal jurisdiction to which they could be amenable), to trial
within the realm, under that criminal jurisdiction to which alone,
by their legal resiancy and allegiance, they were amenable; applying
this to the case of subjects whose legal resiancy is without the realm,
and who are, by that resiancy and their allegiance, amenable to a
jurisdiction authorized and empowered to try and give judgment upon
all capital offences whatsoever without repeal, thus applying this
statute so as to take up a proceeding for which there is no legal process,
either by common or statute law as now established, but in defiance
of which there is a legal process established by the Habeas Corpus Act,
would be to disfranchise the subject in America of those rights and
liberties which by statute and common law he is now entitled to.

213th and 14th Car. II c. 2.
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mand (so far as the constitution knows of and will justify
its establishment) is inseparably annexed to, and forms
an essential part of, the office of supreme civil magistrate,
the office of King; in like manner in all governments
under the King, where the constituents are British sub-
jects, and of full and perfect right entitled to the British
laws and constitution, the supreme military command
within the precincts of such jurisdictions must be insep-
arably annexed to the office of supreme civil magistrate
(his Majesty's regent, viceregent, lieutenant, or locum
tenens in what form soever established), so that the King
cannot, by any * commission of regency, by any com-
mission or charter of government, separate or withdraw
the supreme command of the military from the office of
supreme civil magistrate, either by reserving this com-
mand in his own hands, to be exercised and executed
independent of the civil power, or by granting a distinct
commission to any military commander-in-chief, so as to
be exercised and executed, but more especially not within
such jurisdictions where such supreme military power (so
far as the constitution knows and will justify the same)
is already annexed and granted to the office of supreme
civil magistrate.

And hence it is that the King cannot erect or establish
any law martial or military command by any commission

* If the King was to absent himself for a time from the realm, and
did, as usual, leave a regency in his place (his locum tenens as supreme
civil magistrate), could he authorize and commuission any military
commander-in-chief to command the militia forts and forces snde-
pendent of such regency? Could he do this in the colonies and planta-
tions where the governor is already, by commission or charter, or both,
under the great seal, military commander-in-chief, as part of (and
inseparably annexed to) the office of supreme civil magistrate his
Majesty’s locum temens within said jurisdiction? If he could, then
while openly, by patent according to law, he appeared to establish a
free British constitution, he might by a fallacy establish a military
power and government.
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which may supersede, and not be subject to, the su-
preme civil magistrate within the respective precincts
of the civil jurisdiction of said colonies and plantations,
otherwise than in such manner as the said law martial
and military commissions are annexed or subject to the
supreme civil jurisdiction within his Majesty’s realms and
dominions of Great Britain and Ireland; and hence it is
that the establishment and exercise of such commands
and commissions would be illegal.’

The King has the command of all military force
in his dominions; but in every distinct state of his
dominions there should be the consent of the Par-
liament or Assembly (the representative body), to
the raising and keeping up such military force. He
cannot even raise troops and quarter them in an-
other, without the consent of that other. He can-
not of right bring troops raised in Ireland and
quarter them in Britain, but with the consent of the
Parliament of Britain; nor carry to Ireland, and
quarter there, soldiers raised in Britain, without the
consent of the Irish Parliament; unless in time of
war and cases of extreme exigency. In 1756, when
the Speaker. went up to present the money bills,
he said, among other things, that “England was

* Governor Pownall accompanied this paper to Dr. Franklin with a
sort of prophetic remark. After stating that these theorems, and
their application to existing bases, were intended to remedy the preju-
dice, indigestion, indecision, and errors then prevailing, either in
opinions or conduct, he adds: ‘' The very attention to the investigation
may lead to the discovery of some truths respecting the whole British
empire, then little thought of, and scarce even suspected, and which
perhaps it would not be prudent at this time to mark and point out.”
The minister, however, judged the discussfon of dubious rights over
growing states a better policy than possession, discretion, and silence.
He turned civilian, and lost an empire.—B. V.
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capable of fighting her own battles and defending
herself; and, although ever attached to your Ma-
jesty's person, ever at ease under your just govern-
ment, they cannot forbear taking notice of some
circumstances in the present situation of affairs,
which nothing but the confidence in your justice
could hinder from alarming their most serious appre-
hensions. Subsidies to foreign princes, when already
burdened with a debt scarce to be borne, cannot but
be severely felt. An army of foreign troops, a thing
unprecedented, unheard of, unknown, brought into
England, cannot but alarm,” &c., &c. (See the
Speech.)

N.B.—These foreign troops were part of the
King’s subjects, Hanoverians, and all in hss service;
which is the same thing as

CCCLXXIII

OBSERVATIONS ON PASSAGES IN “AN INQUIRY INTO
THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE DISPUTES BE-
TWEEN THE BRITISH COLONIES IN AMERICA AND
THEIR MOTHER COUNTRY."”

Loxpon, 1769.
Extract.—Supreme power and authority must not, can-
not, reside equally everywhere throughout an empire.

Observation.—Writers on this subject often con-
fuse themselves with the idea, that all the King’s
dominions make one state, which they do not, nor
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ever did since the conquest. QOur kings have ever
had dominions not subject to the English Parlia-
ment. At first, the provinces of France, of which
Jersey and Guernsey remain, always governed by
their own laws, appealing to the King in Council
only, and not to our courts or the House of Lords.
Scotland was in the same situation before the union.
It had the same King, but a separate Parliament,
and the Parliament of England had no jurisdiction
over it. Ireland the same in truth, though the
British Parliament has u#surped a dominion over it.
The colonies were originally settled in the idea of
such extrinsic dominions of the King, and of the
King only. Hanover is now such a dominion.

If each Assembly in this case, were absolute, they
would, it is evident, form not one only, but so many
different governments, perfectly independent of one
another.

This is the only clear idea of their real present
condition. Their only bond of union is the King.

Now that of Great Britain being exactly the kind of
government 1 have been speaking of, the absolute im-
possibility of vesting the American assemblies with an
authority in all respects equal to that of the mother
country, without actually dismembering the British
empire, must naturally occur to every one.

It would not be dismembering it, if it never was
united, as, in truth, it never yet has been. Break-
ing the present union between England and Scot-
land would be dismembering the empire; but no
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such union has yet been formed between Britain
and the colonies.

Where divers remote and distant countries are united
under one government, an equal and fair representation
becomes almost impracticable, or, at least, extremely
inconvenient.

Here appears the excellency of the invention of
colony government, by separate, independent legis-
latures. By this means, the remotest parts of a
great empire may be as well governed as the centre;
misrule, oppressions of proconsuls, and discontents
and rebellions thence arising, prevented. By this
means the power of a king may be extended with-
out inconvenience over territories of any dimensions,
how great soever. America was thus happily gov-
erned in all its different and remote settlements, by
the crown and their own assemblies, till the new
politics took place, of governing it by one Parlia-
ment, which have not succeeded and never will.

Should we carry our supposition much farther, the
inconveniencies attending such long journeys would be
very great, although not interrupted by water.

Water, so far from being an obstruction, is a
means of facilitating such assemblies from distant
countries. A voyage of three thousand miles by
sea is more easily performed, than a journey of one
thousand by land.

It is, in my opinion, by no means impracticable
to bring representatives conveniently from America
to Britain, but I think the present mode of letting
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them govern themselves by their own assemblies
much preferable. They will always be better gov-
erned; and the Parliament has business enough here
with its own internal concerns.

Whether they should not be allowed such a form of
government, as will best secure to them their just rights
and natural liberties.

They have it already. All the difficulties have
arisen from the British Parliament attempting to
deprive them of it.

Is it not, let me ask, most egregious folly so loudly to
condemn the Stuart family, who would have governed
England without a Parliament, when at the same time
we would, almost all of us, govern America upon prin-
ciples not at all more justifiable?

Very just. Only that the arbitrary government
of a single person is more eligible than the arbitrary
government of a body of men. A single man may
be afraid or ashamed of doing injustice; a body is
never either one or the other, if it is strong enough.
It cannot apprehend assassination, and by dividing
the shame among them, it is so little apiece that
no one minds it.

And consistently with our rights of sovereignty over
themn.

I am surprised that a writer, who, in other re-
spects, appears often very reasonable, should talk of
our soveretgnty over the colonies! As if every indi-
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vidual in England was a part of a sovereign over
America' The King is the sovereign of all.

The Americans think that, while they can retain
the right of disposing of their own money, they
shall thereby secure all their other rights. They
have, therefore, not yet disputed your other pre-
tensions.

That England has an undeniable right to consider
America as a part of her dominions is a fact, I presume,
which can never be questioned.

You do, indeed, presume too much. America s
not part of the dominions of Ewngland, but of the
King's dominion. England is a dominion itself, and
has no dominions.

I will only observe at present, that it was England, in
some sense, which at first gave them being.

In some sense! In what sense? They were not
planted at her expense. As to defence, all parts of
the King’s dominion have mutually always contrib-
uted to the defence one of the other. The man in
America, who contributes sixpence towards an arma-
ment against the common enemy, contributes as
much to the common protection as if he lived in
England.

They have always been ready to contribute, but
by voluntary grants according to their rights; nor
has any Englishman yet had the effrontery to deny
this truth.

If they are at liberty to choose what sums to raise, as



154 The Works of [1769

well as the manner of raising them, it is scarcely to be
doubted that their allowance will be found extremely
short. And it is evident they may, upon this footing,
absolutely refuse to pay any taxes at all. And, if so, it
would be much better for England, if it were consistent
with her safety, to disclaim all further connexion with
them, than to continue her protection to them solely at
her own expense.

Why is it to be doubted that they will not grant
what they ought to grant? No complaint was ever
yet made of their refusal or deficiency. He says,
if they are not without reserve obliged to comply
with the requisitions of the ministry, they may
absolutely refuse to pay any taxes at all. Let him
apply this to the British Parliament, and the reason-
ing will equally prove that the Commons ought
likewise to comply absolutely with the requisitions
of the ministry. Yet I have seen lately the minis-
try demand four shillings in the pound, and the
Parliament grant but three. But Parliaments, and
provincial assemblies may always be safely trusted
with this power of refusing, or granting in part.
Ministers will often demand too much. But assem-
blies, being acquainted properly with the occasion,
will always grant what is necessary. As protection
is, as I said before, mutual and equal in proportion
to every man’s property, the colonies have been
drawn into all British wars, and have annoyed the
enemies of Britain as much in proportion as any
other subjects of the King, equal in numbers and
property. Therefore, this account has always bal-
anced itself.
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It may further be observed, that their proceedings are
not quite so rapid and precipitate as those of the Privy
Council; so that, should it be found necessary, they will
have more time to petition or make remonstrances. For
this privilege, the least which a subject can enjoy, is not
to be denied them.

Late experience has fully shown that American
petitions and remonstrances are little regarded in
Britain. The privilege of petitioning has been at-
tempted to be wrested from them. The assemblies’
uniting to petition has been called a flagitious
attempt, in the ministers’ letters; and such assem-
blies as would persist in it have therefore been
dissolved.

It is a joke to talk thus to us, when we know that
Parliament, so far from solemnly canvassing our
petitions, have refused to receive or read them.

Our right of legislation over the Americans, unrepre-
sented as they are, is the point in question. This right
is asserted by most, doubted by some, and wholly dis-
claimed by a few.

I am one of those few; but am persuaded the
time is not far distant when the few will become
the many; for Magna est veritas et prevalebit.

But to put the matter in a stronger light, the question,
I think, should be, whether we have a general right of
making slaves or not?

A very proper state of the question.

And the Americans may be treated with as much
equity, and even tenderness, by the Parliament of Great
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Britain, as by their own assemblies. This, at least, is
possible, though perhaps not very probable.

How can we Americans believe this, when we see
almost half the nation paying but one shilling and
sixpence in the pound, while others pay full four
shillings; and that there is not virtue and honesty
enough in Parliament to rectify this iniquity? How
can we suppose they will be just to us at such a dis-
tance, when they are not just to one another? It
is not, indeed, as the author says, very probable.
The unequal representaiion, too, that prevails in this
kingdom, they are so far from having virtue enough
to attempt to remedy, that they make use of it as an
argument why we should have no representation at
all.

To the equity of this measure [an American representa-
tion in Parliament], the Americans themselves, I pre-
sume, could have nothing fairly to object.

Provided they had an equitable number of repre-
sentatives allowed them.

As to those, indeed, which attend only the choosing a
new Parliament, they may, perhaps, by proper means,
be considerably lessened, though not wholly removed.

Let the old members continue till superseded by
new ones from America.

But, should the King at any time be disposed to dis-
solve his Parliament and convene a new one, as hath
often been done, only at a few weeks’ notice, this, upon
the same footing, could not-be effected.
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By the above it might.

The method, however, of examining and deciding con-
tested elections, when necessary, must undoubtedly with
respect to America be set, in a great measure, upon a
different footing from that at present practised in this
kingdom.

Let the members be chosen by the American
assemblies, and disputed elections settled there, if
any; but there would be none.

It is not in the least, at this time, probable that an
American representation will ever be convened in Eng-
land.

I think so too; where neither side approves a
match, it is not likely to be made.

They will be almost wholly excluded the benefit of
private acts by reason of immoderate expense.

They may make them at home. The expense of
private acts in England i1s shamefully great.

The repairing of highways, making rivers navigable,
and cutting canals, with a variety of other things of the
like kind, wherein recourse must be had to Parliament,
and yet the expense be supplied chiefly, if not wholly,
by private persons.

All this may be done by their own laws at home.

This mode of compromise may as well be waived, as it
cannot be effected, it is evident, without immense trouble.

Very little.
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And if they should be divided in their sentiments upon
it, and uncertain what measures to adopt and follow, it
cannot be matter of just wonder and censure,

Then leave it as it is. It was very well, till you
attempted alterations and novelties.

In respect to the article of levying taxes, it should be
deemed only a matter of grace, to be resumed at pleasure.

Your humble servant! We thank you for nothing.
Keep up your claim, and make the most of it.

To be placed upon a level with the rest of the subjects
of the British crown, is the utmost the colonies can
challenge.

No. They may challenge all that was promised
them by charters to encourage them to settle there.
They have performed their part of the contract, and
therefore have a right to expect a performance of
the other part. They have, by the risks and ex-
penses they have incurred, additional merit, and
are therefore to be considered as above the level of
other subjects.

We cannot otherwise maintain our sovereignty over it,
unless our safety were actually at stake and absolutely
required it.

I am quite sick of our sovereignty. Your safety
is only endangered by quarrelling with the colonies,
not by leaving them to the free enjoyment of their
own liberties.



1769} Benjamin Franklin 159

They who first migrated from England to settle in
America well knew, I presume, they were still to con-
tinue the subjects of the same government.

They well knew the contrary. They would never
have gone if that had been the case. They fled
from your government, which oppressed them. If
they carried your government with them, and of
course your laws, they had better have stayed and
endured the oppression at home, and not have
added to 1t all the hardships of making a new settle-
ment. They carried not vour laws; but, had they
carried your government and laws, they would now
have been subject to spiritual courts, tithes, church
acts of Parliament, game acts, &c., &c., which they
are not, and never were since their being out of the
realm.

They knew they were not to be independent.
They were to depend on the King only.

For no one, I imagine, would doubt if their charters
granted them an inconsistent power, but that they might
be justly cancelled; as no government can be supposed
to alienate prerogatives necessary to its safe existence.

Every government is supposed to be compos men-
tis when it grants charters, and shall not be allowed
to plead insanity. If you break the charters, or
violate them, you dissolve all ties between us.

However, a right of sovereignty in this case we may
undeniably claim and vindicate; though we might safely
grant them independency.
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You may claim it; but you have not, never had,
nor, I trust, ever will have it. You, that is, the
people of England, cannot grant the Americans inde-
pendency of the King. It can never be, but with
his consent and thesrs.

Preserving our sovereignty over them, although at the
expense of some portion of their natural prerogatives.
They partly consist of our own plantations, and partly
of the conquests we have made from a nation in whose
hands it would have been dangerous for us to have
continued.

Our sovereignty! Our sovereignty for ever. Of
their, not our plantations. The conquests may be
yours partly; but they are partly conquests belong-
ing to the colonies, who joined their forces with
yours in equal proportion.

Our very being, therefore, at least as a free people,
depends upon our retention of them.

Take care, then, how you use them.

They are now treated as children. Their complaints
are heard, and grievances redressed. But then they
would be treated rather as slaves, having the swords of
their masters perpetually held at their throats, if they
should presume to offer half the indignities to the officers
of the French crown, which they have often with im-
punity done to those of the British.

The direct contrary is true; they are not re-
dressed; they are refused to be heard. Fresh op-
pressions and insults are continually added. English
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swords are now held at our throats. Every step is
taking to convince us that there is no difference in
government.

Nay, they have assemblies of their own to redress their
grievances.

It is well they have.

And, if that should be done, what marks of sovereignty
will they allow us to enjoy? What sort of a claim will
they indulge us with? Only, I suppose, a mere titular
one. And if so, would they then expect that we should
still protect them with our forces by sea and land? Or
will they themselves maintain an army and navy suffi-
cient for that purpose? This they certainly at present
are not able to do, if they were not sheltered by the wings
of Great Britain.

What would you have? Would you, the people
of England, be subjects and kings at the same time?
Don’t be under any apprehensions for them. They
will find allies and friends somewhere; and it will
be worth no one’s while to make them enemies, or
to attack so poor a people, so numerous, and so
well armed.

Nor is there any reason to apprehend that they should
be at all formidable to England; as the number [of Ameri-
can representatives in Parliament] might be properly
limited, as those of Scotland were at the Union.

A proper limitation can only be this, that they
shall from time to time have such a number of
additional members, as are proportioned to their

VOL. V —1X.
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increasing share of the taxes and numbers of the
people.

An exact estimate can scarcely be made of what ex-
pense their protection stands in to Great Britain.

The protection is mutual. They are always, in
time of war, at as much expense as would be neces-
sary to protect themselves; first, by the troops and
armed ships they raise and equip; secondly, by the
higher price they pay for all commodities, when
drawn into war by English European quarrels;
thirdly, by obstructions to the vent of their produce
by general embargo.

They are justly chargeable with a certain portion of
the civil list; for this most indubitably constitutes a
part of government. How this article at present is man-
aged in England, is not now my business to inquire.

I will tell you how it is managed. The colonies
maintain their governors, who are the King’s repre-
sentatives; and the King receives a quitrent from
the lands in most of the colonies.

In many I;arts they are little, perhaps, or nothing at
all, inferior in respect of their conveniences to the mother
country.

As these differences cannot be known in Parlia-
ment here, how can you proportion and vary your
taxes of America, so as to make them equal and
fair? It would be undertaking what you are not
qualified for, as well as doing what you have no
right to do.
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Yet it must be granted that they know the best state
of their own funds and what taxes they can afford to pay.

And yet you would be meddling.

It is very certain that England is entitled to a great
deal of gratitude from her colonies.

The English are eternally harping on this strain,
the great obligation the colonies are under for pro-
tection from the French. 1 have shown, already,
that the defence was mutual. Every man in Eng-
land, and every man’s estate, have been defended
from the French; but is it sense to tell any particu-
lar man ‘‘the nation has incurred a debt of one
hundred and forty-eight millions to protect you and
your estate, and therefore you owe a great deal of
gratitude to the nation”’? He will say, and justly:
“1 paid my proportion, and I am under no obliga-
tion.” The colonies, as I have shown in preceding
notes, have always paid more in various ways, and
besides extending your trade sometimes (from which
you exclude the colonies), and for whims about the
balance of power, and for the sake of continental
connexions in which they were separately uncon-
cerned. On the other hand, they have, from their
first settlement, had wars in America, in which they
never engaged you. The French have never been
their enemies, but on your account.

That the late war was chiefly kindled and carried on
on your account, can scarcely be denied.

It is denied.
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By the steps they seem to take to shake off our sover-
eignty.

Our sovereignty again! This writer, like the
Genoese queens of Corsica, deems himself a sprig of
royalty!

For as soon as they are no longer dependent upon
England, they may be assured they will immediately
become dependent upon France.

We are assured of the contrary. Weak states that
are poor are as safe as great ones that are rich.
They are not objects of envy. The trade that may
be carried on with them makes them objects of
friendship. The smallest states may have great
allies; and the mutual jealousies of great nations
contribute to their security.

And whatever reasons there might exist to dispose
them in our favor in preference to the French; yet how
far these would operate no one can pretend to say.

Then be careful not to use them ill. It is a better
reason for using them kindly. That alone can re-
tain their friendship. Your sovereignty will be of
no use if the people hate you. Keeping them in
obedience will cost you more than your profits from
them will amount to.

It is not, indeed, for their jealousy of their rights and
liberties, but for their riotous and seditious manner of
asserting them.

Do you Englishmen then pretend to censure the
colonies for riots? Look at home! 1 have seen,
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within a year, riots in the country about corn; riots
about elections; riots about work-houses; riots of
colliers; riots of weavers; riots of coal-heavers; riots
of sawyers; riots of sailors; riots of Wilkesites; riots
of government chairmen; riots of smugglers, in which
custom-house officers and excisemen have been mur-
dered, the King’s armed vessels and troops fired at,
&c. In America, if one mob rises and breaks a few
windows, or tars and feathers a single rascally in-
former, it is called rebellion; troops and fleets must
be sent, and military execution talked of as the de-
centest thing in the world. Here, indeed, one would
think riots part of the mode of government.

And if she had not thought proper to centre almost
all her care as she has done, upon making the late peace,
in procuring them a safe establishment, and to sacrifice
to it, in a manner, every other object, she might at least
expect from them a more decent and dutiful demeanour.

In the last war, America kept up twenty-five thou-
sand men at her own cost for five years, and spent
many millions. Her troops were in all battles, all
service. Thousands of her youth fell a sacrifice. The
crown gained an immense extent of territory, and a
great number of new subjects. Britain gained a new
market for her manufactures, and recovered and
secured the old one among the Indians, which the
French had interrupted and annihilated. But what
did the Americans gain except that safe establishment,
which they are now so taunted with? Lands were di-
vided among none of them. The very fishery, which
they fought to obtain, they are now restrained in.



166 The Works of [x769

The plunder of the Havana was not for them. And
this very safe establishment they might as well have
had by treaty with the French, their neighbours, who
would probably have been easily made and continued
their friends, if it had not been for their connexion
with Britain.

And it seldom happens that any one fares the better
for his insolence.

Then don’t be insolent with your power.

For should matters on all sides, as I hope they never
will, be carried to extremities, I cannot take upon me to
say but England may yet produce both a ministry and
Parliament, that would rather share them once more with
the French than relinquish her present pretensions.

We have been often threatened with this wise
measure of returning Canada to France. Do it when
you please. Had the French power, which you were
five years subduing with twenty-five thousand regu-
lars, and twenty-five thousand of us to help you, con-
tinued at our backs ready to support and assist us,
whenever we might think proper to resist your op-
pressions, you would never have thought of a Stamp
Act for us; you would not have dared to use us as you
have done. If it be so politic a measure to have ene-
mies at hand (as the notion is), to keep your subjects
in obedience, then give part of Ireland to the French
to plant. Plant another French colony in the High-
lands, to keep rebellious Scotland in order. Plant
another on Tower Hill, to restrain your own mobs.
There never was a notion more ridiculous. Don't
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you see the advantage you may have, if you pre-
serve our connexion? The fifty thousand men and
the fleet employed in America during the last war, are
now so much strength at liberty to be employed
elsewhere.

The legislative power of every kingdom or empire
should centre in one supreme assembly.

Distinguish here what may be convenient fromwhat
1s fact. Before the union it was thought convenient
and long wished for, that the two kingdoms should
join in one Parliament. But, till that union was
formed, the fact was, that their parliaments were dis-
tinct, and the British parliaments would not make
laws for Scotland. The same fact now subsists in
America. The Parliament and states are distinct;
but the British Parliament has taken advantage of
our minority, and usurped powers not belonging to it.

It would not be amiss, perhaps, to ask them what
bounds they would be content to fix to their claims and
demands upon us, as hitherto they seem to be at a loss
where to stop.

They only desire that you would leave them where
you found them; repeal all your taxing laws, and re-
turn to requisitions when you would have aids from
them.

I must freely own, that whatever opinion I may have
of their right, I certainly have not quite as favorable one
of their conduct, which often is neither consistent nor

prudent.
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They think the same of yours.

If they are really willing we should exercise any acts
of sovereignty among them at all, the imposition they
have so riotously resisted might not improperly, perhaps,
have been allowed better quarter.

Leave the King, who alone is the sovereign, to ex-
ercise his acts of sovereignty in appointing their gov-
ernors, and 1 approving or disapproving their laws.
But do you leave it to their choice to trade elsewhere
for commodities? To go to another shop? No! you
say they shall buy of you, or nobody.

Nor should mere custom, nor any charter or law in
being, be allowed any great weight in the decision of this
point,

The charters are sacred. Violate them, and then
the present bond of union (the kingly power over us)
will be broken.

The Americans may insist upon the same rights, privi-
leges, and exemptions as are allowed the Irish, because
of the similarity, if not identity, of their connexions with
us.

Surely the Americans deserve a little more. They
never put you to the trouble and expense of conquer-
ing them, as Ireland has done three times over. They
never were in rebelllion. I speak now of the native
Irish. The English families settled there lost no
rights by their merit in conquering that country.

But if any distinction were to be made, most certainly,
of the two nations, the Americans are least entitled to
any lenity on that score.
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I wonder much at this “most certainly.”

The terms she may not think safe and proper to grant
the Irish, she may judge full as dangerous and imprudent
to grant the Americans.

It is very imprudent to deprive America of any of
her privileges. If her commerce and friendship are
of any importance to you, they are to be had on no
other terms than leaving her in the full enjoyment of
her rights.

Long before we could send among them any consider-
able number of forces, they might do a great deal of mis-
chief, if not actually overturn all order and government.

They will take care to preserve order and govern-
ment for their own sakes.

Several other reasons might be offered why the same
measures, in regard to both nations, might not be alto-
gether alike convenient and advisable.

Where you cannot so conveniently use force, there
you should endeavour to secure affection.

CCCLXXIV

OBSERVATIONS ON PASSAGES IN A PAMPHLET, EN-
TITLED ‘“THE TRUE CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS FOR
PUTTING AN END TO THE DISPUTES BETWEEN GREAT
BRITAIN AND THE AMERICAN COLONIES.”

Extract. Every British subject must acknowledge that
the directive influence of the British state remains with
the British legislature, who are the only proper judges of
what concerns the general welfare of the whole empire.
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Observation. The British state is only the Island
of Great Britain; the British legislature are undoubt-
edly the only proper judges of what concerns the wel-
fare of that state; but the Irish legislature are the
proper judges of what concerns the Irish state, and
the American legislature of what concerns the Amer-
ican states respectively. By “the whole empire”’
does this writer mean all the King’s dominions? If
so, the British Parliament should also govern the
Isles of Jersey and Guernsey, and Hanover; but this
1s not so.

But the land tax, which I have proposed, is in its very
nature unoppressive, and is equally well suited to the
poorest as to the richest province of the British empire.

This writer seems ignorant that every colony has
its own civil and military establishment to provide
for, new roads and bridges to make, churches and all
public edifices to erect; and would he separately tax
them, moreover, with a tax on lands equal to what is
paid in Britain?

The colonists must possess a luxuriant abundance to be
able to double their inhabitants in so short a space.

How does this appear? Is not a mere competence
sufficient for this purpose? If America will consent
to pay thus its proportion of British taxes, will
Britain pay out of the whole all the American taxes?
Or is America to pay both?

The produce of the planters purchases for them what
others buy with gold and silver; but even several of the
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colonists of the rank of good livers have often been seen
to pay the price of a negro with gold. As instances of
Virginian luxury, I have been assured that there are few
families there without some plate; and at some enter-
tainments the attendants have appeared almost as num-
erous as the guests.

Was not the gold first purchased by the produce of
his land, obtained by hard labor? Does gold drop
from the clouds in Virginia into the laps of the indo-
lent. Their very purchasing plate and other super-
fluities from England is one means of disabling them
from paying taxes to England. Would you have it
both in meal and malt? It has been a great folly in
the Americans to entertain English gentlemen with a
splendid hospitality ill suited to their circumstances;
by which they excited no other grateful sentiments
in their guests than that of a desire to tax the
landlord.

It cannot be deemed exorbitant, considering their traf-
fic with the French sugar islands, as well as with our own;
and this will make the whole of their importations four
millions per annum.

This is arguing the riches of a people from their
extravagance—the very thing that keeps them poor.

The inhabitants of Great Britain pay above thirteen
millions sterling every year, including turnpikes and the
poor’s rates, two articles which the colonists are exempt
from.

A turnpike tax is no burden, as the turnpike gives
more benefit than it takes. And ought the rich in
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Britain, who have made such numbers of poor by en-
grossing all the small divisions of land, and who keep
the laborers and working people poor by limiting
their wages,—ought those gentry to complain of the
burden of maintaining the poor that have worked for
them at unreasonably low rates all their lives? As
well might the planter complain of being obliged to
maintain his poor negroes when they grow old, or
sick, or lame, and unable to provide for themselves.

For though all pay by the same law, yet none can be
required to pay beyond his ability; and the fund from
whence the tax is raised is, in the colonies that are least
inhabited, just as able to bear the burden imposed, as in
the most populous county of Great Britain.

The colonies are almost always considered by these
ignorant, flimsy writers, as unwilling to contribute to
the general exigencies of the state; which is not true.
They are always willing, but will have the granting
of their own money themselves; in which they are
right for various reasons.

They would be content to take land from us gratui-
tously.

What land have they ever taken from you? The
lands did not belong to the crown, but to the Indians,
of whom the colonists either purchased them at their
own expense, or conquered them without assistance
from Britain. The engagement to settle the Amer-
ican lands, and the expense of settlement, are more
than equivalent for what was of no value to Britain
without a first settlement.
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The rental of the lands in Great Britain and Ireland
amounts to about twenty-two millions; but the rental of
the same extent of lands in America is not probably one
million sterling.

What signifies extent of unsettled lands, that pro-
duce nothing?

I beg to know if the returns of any traffic on earth ever
produced so many per cent. as the returns of agriculture
in a fertile soil and favorable climate.

How little this politician knows of agriculture! Is
there any country where ten bushels of grain are gen-
erally got in for one sown? And are all the charges
and advances for labor to be nothing? No farmer of
America in fact makes five per cent. of his money.
His profit is only being paid for his own labor and
that of his children. The opulence of one English
or Dutch merchant would make the opulence of a
hundred American farmers.

It may, I think, be safely concluded that the riches of
the colonists would not increase so fast, were the inhabit-
ants to leave off enlarging their settlements and planta-
tions, and run eagerly upon manufactures.

There is no necessity of leaving their plantations;
they can manufacture in their families at spare times.
Depend upon it, the Americans are not so impolitic
as to neglect settlements for unprofitable manufac-
tures; but some manufactures may be more advanta-
geous to some persons than the cultivation of land,
and these will prosecute such manufactures notwith-
standing your oratory.
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CCCLXXV

TO M. DUBOURG '

. . I am persuaded, as well as you, that the
sea coal has a vegetable origin, and that it has been
formed near the surface of the earth; but, as preced-
ing convulsions of nature had served to bring it very
deep in many places, and covered it with many
different strata, we are indebted to subsequent con-
vulsions for having brought within our view the ex-
tremities of its veins, so as to lead us to penetrate the
earth in search of it. I visited last summer a large
coal mine at Whitehaven, in Cumberland; and in fol-
lowing the vein and descending by degrees towards
the sea, I penetrated below the ocean, where the level
of its surface was more than eight hundred fathoms
above my head, and the miners assured me that
their works extended some miles beyond the place
where I then was, continually and gradually descend-
ing under the sea. The slate, which forms the roof
of this coal mine, is impressed in many places with
the figures of leaves and branches of fern, which un-
doubtedly grew at the surface when the slate was in
the state of sand on the banks of the sea. Thus it ap-
pears that this vein of coal has suffered a prodigious
settlement. . . . B. FRANKLIN.

1 James Barbeu Dubourg, the first French editor of Franklin's works,
was an accomplished scholar and naturahst. In 1761, he published a
medical periodical; in 1767, he published the Botanisie Francaise in two
volumes, judged in its day to be ‘' one of the most agreeable elementary
books in the language.” He translated Bolingbroke’s Letters on His-
tory into French, and held at one time intimate relation with their au-
thor. He dedicated his Petit Code de la Ratson Humatne to Franklin,
He was one of the Society of Economistes in France.
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CCCLXXVI

TO JOHN BARTRAM

LonpoN, 11 January, 1770.

My EvER DeAR Frienp:—I received your kind les-
ter of November 29th, with the parcel of seeds, for
which I am greatly obliged to you. I cannot make
you adequate returns in kind; but I send you, how-
ever, some of the true rhubarb seed, which you desire.
I had it from Mr. English, who lately received a medal
of the Society of Arts for propagating it. I send
also some green dry peas, highly esteemed here as the
best for making pea soup; and also some Chinese
caravances, with Father Navarette’s account of the
universal use of a cheese made of them in China,
which so excited my curiosity, that I caused inquiry
to be made of Mr. Flint, who lived many years there,
in what manner the cheese was made, and I send you
his answer. I have since learned that some runnings
of salt (I suppose runnet) is put into water, when
the meal is in it, to turn it to curds. I think we have
caravances with us, but I know not whether they are
the same with these, which actually came from China.
They are said to be of great increase.

I shall inquire of Mr. Collinson for your Fournal.
I see that of East Florida is printed with Stork’s
Account. My love to good Mrs. Bartram and your
children. With esteem I am ever, my dear friend,
yours affectionately,

B. FRANKLIN.
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CCCLXXVII

TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

CRAVEN STREET, 22 January, 1770.

Dear PorrLy :—I received your favor of Saturday,
early this morning, and am, as usual, much obliged by
the kind readiness with which you have done what I
requested.

Your good mother has complained more of her head
since you left us than ever before. 1If she stoops, or
looks, or bends her neck downwards, on any occasion,
it is with great pain and difficulty that she gets her
head up again. She has, therefore, borrowed a breast
and neck collar of Mrs. Wilkes, such as misses wear,
and now uses it to keep her head up. Mr. Strahan
has invited us all to dine there to-morrow, but she has
excused herself. Will you come, and go with me?
If you cannot well do that, you will at least be with
us on Friday.

As to my own head, which you so kindly inquire
after, its swimming has gradually worn off, and to-
day for the.first time I felt nothing of it on getting
out of bed. But as this speedy recovery is, as I am
fully persuaded, owing to the extreme abstemiousness
I have observed for some days past at home, I am
not without apprehensions that, being to dine abroad
this day, to-morrow, and next day, I may inadvert-
ently bring it on again, if I do not think of my little
monitor and guardian angel, and make use of the
proper and very pertinent clause she proposes, in my
grace. Here comes a morning visitor. Adieu. My
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best respects to Mrs. Tickell. I am, my dear friend,
yours affectionately, B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXXVIII

TO NEVIL MASKELYNE, ASTRONOMER ROYAL
READ AT THE ROYAL SOCIETY, JANUARY Io, I77L

CRAVEN STREET, 12 February, r770.

DEeAR Sir:—I have just received a letter from Mr.
Winthrop, dated December 7th, containing the fol-
lowing account, viz.:

“On Thursday, the gth of November, I had an op-
portunity of observing a transit of Mercury. I had
carefully adjusted my clock to the apparent time,
by correspondent altitudes of the sun, taken with the
quadrant for several days before, and with the same
reflecting telescope as I used for the transit of Venus.’
I first perceived the little planet making an impres-
sion on the sun’s limb at 2® 52’ 41”; and he appeared
wholly within at 53’ 58” apparent time. The sun set
before the planet reached the middle of his course;
and for a considerable time before sunset it was so
cloudy that the planet could not be discerned. So
that I made no observations of consequence, except
that of the beginning, at which time the sun was per-
fectly clear. This transit completes three periods of
forty-six years, since the first observation of Gassendi
at Paris, in 1631.”

I am, Sir, with great esteem,
Your most obedient servant,
B. FrRANEKLIN.
t See Philosophical Transactions, Vol LIX., p 352

YOL. V —12
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CCCLXXIX

TO MICHAEL HILLEGAS

LonpoN, 17 March, 1770.

Dear Sir:—I received your favor of November
25th, and have made inquiries, as you desired, con-
cerning the copper covering of houses. It has been
used here in a few instances only, and the practice
does not seem to gain ground. The copper is about
the thickness of a common playing-card; and, though
a dearer metal than lead, I am told that as less weight
serves, on account of its being so much thinner, and
as slighter woodwork in the roof is sufficient to sup-
port it, the roof is not dearer, on the whole, than one
covered with lead.

It is said that hail and rain make a disagreeable
drumming noise on copper; but this I suppose is
rather fancy; for the plates being fastened on the
rafters must, in a great measure, deaden such sound.
The first cost, whatever it is, will be all, as a copper
covering must last for ages; and when the house de-
cays, the plates will still have intrinsic worth. In
Russia, I am informed, many houses are covered with
plates of iron tinned, such as our tin pots and other
vases are made of, laid on over the edges of one
another like tiles; and which, it is said, last very
long, the tin preserving the iron from much decay by
rusting. In France and the Low Countries, I have
seen many spouts or pipes for conveying the water
down from the roofs of houses, made of the same
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kind of tin plates soldered together; and they seem
to stand very well.
With sincere regard, I am

Yours, &c.,
B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXXX

TO A FRIEND IN AMERICA

Lonpon, 18 March, 1770.

DEeAr Sir:—Your very judicious letter of Novem-
ber 26th, being communicated by me to some mem-
ber of Parliament, was handed about among them, so
that it was some time before I got it again into my
hands. It had due weight with several, and was of
considerable use. You will see that I printed it at
length in the London Chronicle, with the merchants’
letter. When the American affairs came to be de-
bated in the House of Commons, the majority, not-
withstanding all the weight of ministerial influence,
was only sixty-two for continuing the whole last act;
and would not have been so large, nay, I think the
repeal would have been carried, but that the ministry
were persuaded by Governor Bernard, and some
lying letters, said to be from Boston, that the associa-
tions not to import were all breaking to pieces, that
America was in the greatest distress for want of the
goods, that we could not possibly subsist any longer
without them, and must of course submit to any
terms Parliament should think fit to impose upon us.
This, with the idle notion of the dignity and sover-
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eignty of Parliament, which they are so fond of, and
imagine will be endangered by any further conces-
sions, prevailed, I know, with many, to vote with the
ministry, who, otherwise, on account of the commerce,
wish to see the difference accommodated.

But though both the Duke of Grafton and Lord
North were and are, in my opinion, rather inclined to
satisfy us, yet the Bedford party are so violent against
us, and so prevalent in the council, that more moder-
ate measures could not take place. This party never
speak of us but with evident malice; “rebels’’ and
‘“traitors’’ are the best names they can afford us, and
I believe they only wish for a colorable pretence and
occasion of ordering the soldiers to make a massacre
among us.

On the other hand, the Rockingham and Shelburne
people, with Lord Chatham’s friends, are disposed to
favor us, if they were again in power, which at present
they are not like to be; though they, too, would be
for keeping up the claim of Parliamentary sover-
eignty, but without exercising it in any mode of taxa-
tion. Besides these, we have for sincere friends and
well-wishersthe body of Dissenters generally through-
out England, with many others, not to mention Ire-
land and all the rest of Europe, who, from various
motives, join in applauding the spirit of liberty with
which we have claimed and insisted on our privileges,
and wish us success, but whose suffrage cannot have
much weight in our affairs.

The merchants here were at length prevailed on to
present a petition, but they moved slowly, and some
of them, I thought, reluctantly; perhaps from a
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despair of success, the city not being much in favor
with the court at present. The manufacturing towns
absolutely refused to move at all; some pretending
to be offended with our attempting to manufacture
for ourselves; others saying that they had employ-
ment enough, and that our trade was of little impor-
tance to them, whether we continued or refused it.
Those who began a little to feel the effects of our
forbearing to purchase, were persuaded to be quiet
by the ministerial people, who gave out that certain
advices were received of our beginning to break our
agreements; of our attempts to manufacture proving
all abortive and ruining the undertakers; of our dis-
tress for want of goods, and dissensions among our-
selves, which promised the total defeat of all such
kind of combinations, and the prevention of them for
the future, if the government were not urged impru-
dently to repeal the duties. But now that it appears
from late and authentic accounts, that agreements
continue in full force, that a ship is actually returned
from Boston to Bristol with nails and glass (articles
that were thought of the utmost necessity), and that
the ships, which were waiting here for the determina-
tion of Parliament, are actually returning to North
America in their ballast, the tone of the manufac-
urers begins to change, and there is no doubt that, if
we are steady, and persevere in our resolutions, these
people will soon begin a clamor, that much pains has
hitherto been used to stifle.

In short, it appears to me that if we do not now
persist in this measure till it has had its full effect, it
can never again be used on any future occasion with
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the least prospect of success, and that, if we do per-
sist another year,we shall never afterwards have occa-
sion to use it. With sincere regards, I am, dear Sir,

your obedient servant,
B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXXXI

TO SAMUEL COOPER

Lonpon, 14 April, 1470.

DEeARr S1r:—1 suppose Governor Pownall acquaints
you with what has passed this session relating to our
American affairs. All Europe is attentive to the
dispute between Britain and the colonies; and I own
I have a satisfaction in seeing that our part is taken
everywhere, because I am persuaded that that cir-
cumstance will not be without its effect here in our
favor. At the same time the malignant pleasure
which other powers take in British divisions, may
convince us on both sides of the necessity of our
uniting.

In France they have translated and printed the
principal pieces that have been written on the Ameri-
can side of the question; and as French is the politi-
cal language of Europe, it has communicated an
acquaintance with our affairs very extensively. M.
Beaumont, a famous advocate of Paris, the defender
of the family of Calas, wrote the Reflexions d’un
Etranger désintéressé, which 1 send you. The manu-
script is an original letter from a gentleman (of note,
I am told) as far off as the Austrian Silesia, who, be-
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ing concerned for us, wrote it to the Parliament, di-
recting it to the late Speaker. The Speaker read only
the first side, was offended at the freedom and imper-
tinence, as he called it, and returned the letter to the
office, refusing to pay the postage. Accept it as a
curiosity. I send you also a late edition of Molineux’s
Case of Ireland, with a new preface, shrewdly written.
Our part is warmly taken by the Irish in general,
there being in many points a similarity in our cases.
My respects to Mr. Bowdoin, and believe me ever,
dear Sir, yours affectionately, B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXXXII

TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

Tuesday, 3:r May, 1770.

Dear Porry:—I received your letter early this
morning, and as I am so engaged that I cannot see
you when you come to-day, I write this line just to
say that I am sure you are a much better judge in this
affair of your own, than I can possibly be." In that
confidence it was that I forebore giving my advice
when you mentioned it to me, and not from any dis-
approbation. My concern (equal to any father’s) for
your happiness makes me write this, lest, having
more regard for my opinion than you ought, and im-
agining it against the proposal because I did not im-
mediately advise accepting it, you should let that
weigh any thing in your deliberations.

* Alluding to a proposal from Mr. Hewson, a physician of London,
to whom Miss Stevenson was soon afterwards married.
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I assure you that no objection has occurred to me.
His person you see: his temper and understanding
you can judge of;; his character, for any thing I have
ever heard, is unblemished; his profession, with the
skill in it he is supposed to have, will be sufficient to
support a family; and, therefore, considering the for-
tune you have in your hands (though any future ex-
pectation from your parent should be disappointed),
I do not see but that the agreement may be a rational
one on both sides.

I see your delicacy, and your humility too; for you
fancy that if you do not prove a great fortune, you
will not be loved; but I am sure, were I in his situa-
tion in every respect, knowing you so well as I do,
and esteeming you so highly, I should think you a
fortune sufficient for me without a shilling.

Having thus, more explicitly than before, given my
opinion, I leave the rest to your sound judgment, of
which no one has a greater share; and I shall not
be too inquisitive after your particular reasons, your
doubts, your fears, and the like. For I shall be con-
fident, whether you accept or refuse, that you do
right. I only wish you may do what will most con-
tribute to your happiness, and of course to mine; be-
ing ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately,

B. FRANKLIN.

P. S.—Do not be angry with me for supposing your
determination not quite so fixed as you fancy it.
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CCCLXXXIII

TO JONATHAN WILLIAMS

LoNpon, 6 June, 1770.

Dear CousiN:—Your favor of January 8th came
duly to hand, but I have been so much engaged dur-
ing the sitting of Parliament that I could not corre-
spond regularly with all my friends, and have of
course trespassed most with those on whose good
nature and indulgence I could most rely. 1 am, how-
ever, ashamed of being so long silent. It was but the
other day that I inquired after the fate of your
tickets, when I received the enclosed answer, whereby
you will see that the whole cost has not been lost. 1
only wished to see three ciphers more following the
sum. I have not any further orders from you, but
think to take at a venture two tickets more on your
account. If you disapprove and choose to rest where
you are, signify it by a line before the drawing,
directed to Messrs. Smith, Wright, and Grey, who
may then dispose of the tickets.

I am glad to hear the old gentleman, your father,
1s still alive and happy. Please to remember me to
him respectfully. Probably he can recollect but little
of me, as it is a good deal more than half a century
since he has seen me; but I remember him well, a
lively, active, handsome young man, with a fine full
flowing head of hair. I suppose he must how be near
fourscore.

If I could have given you any intimation of the
intentions of government with regard to America that
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might be depended upon, you should have had them
in good time for use, in the views of trade you hint
at. But there have been this winter such changes of
men and of minds, and such continual expectations
of more and other changes, that nothing was certain;
and I believe that to this day the ministry are not all
of a mind, or determined what are the next steps
proper to be taken with us. Some are said to be for
severe, others for lenient measures; others for leaving
things as they now are, in confidence that we shall
soon be tired of our non-importation agreements,
manufacturing schemes, and self-denying frugalities,
submit to the duties, and return by degrees to our
dear luxuries and idleness, with our old course of com-
mercial extravagance, folly, and good humor. Which
of these opinions will prevail and be acted on it is im-
possible yet to say. I only know that generally the
dispute is thought a dangerous one, and that many
wish to see it well compromised in time, lest by a
continuance of mutual provocations the breach
should become past healing.

I am much obliged to you and cousin Hubbard for
your kindness to my friend Hughes, of which he in-
formed me, with many expressions of gratitude for
your civilities. He would have been very happy in
that station, and in your acquaintance so nigh him;
but he is now removed to Carolina.

My love to your good wife and children, and be-
lieve me ever your affectionate uncle,

B. FRANKLIN.
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CCCLXXXIV

TO SAMUEL COOPER'

Lonpon, 8 June, 1770.

DeAR Sir:—I received duly your favor of March
28th. With this I send you two speeches in Parlia-
ment on our affairs by a member that you know. The
repeal of the whole late act would undoubtedly have
been a prudent measure, and I have reason to believe
that Lord North was for it, but some of the other
ministers could not be brought to agree to it; so the
duty on tea, with that obnoxious preamble, remains
to continue the dispute. But I think the next session
will hardly pass over without repealing them; for the
Parliament must finally comply with the sense of the
nation.

As to the standing army kept up among us in time
of peace, without the consent of our assemblies, I am
clearly of opinion that it is not agreeable to the con-
stitution. Should the King, by the aid of his parlia-
ments in Ireland and the colonies, raise an army, and
. bring it into England, quartering it here in time of
peace without the consent of the Parliament of Great
Britain, I am persuaded he would soon be told that
he had no right so to do, and the nation would ring
with clamors against it. 1 own that I see no differ-
ence in the cases; and while we continue so many dis-
tinct and separate states, our having the same head or
sovereign, the King, will not justify such an invasion

1 This letter is one of those which was sent to the King, as heretofore
mentioned. It was seen by Governor Hutchinson before he wrote the
third volume of his History, in which are contained extracts from is
with comments.
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of the separate right of each state to be consulted
on the establishment of whatever force is proposed to
be kept up within its limits, and to give or refuse its
consent, as shall appear most for the public good of
that state.

That the colonies were originally constituted dis-
tinct states, and intended to be continued such, is
clear to me from a thorough consideration of their
original charters, and the whole conduct of the crown
and nation towards them until the Restoration.
Since that period, the Parliament here has usurped an
authority of making laws for them, which before it
had not. We have for some time submitted to that
usurpation, partly through ignorance and inattention,
and partly from our weakness and inability to con-
tend. I hope when our rights are better understood
here, we shall, by prudent and proper conduct, be
able to obtain from the equity of this nation a restora-
tion of them. And, in the meantime, I could wish
that such expressions as the Swupreme authority of
Parliament, subordinacy of our assemblies to the Par-
liament, and the like, which in reality mean nothing,
if our assemblies, with the King, have a true legisla-
tive authority; I say, I could wish that such ex-
pressions were no more seen in our public pieces.
They are too strong for compliment, and tend to con-
firm a claim of subjects in one part of the King’s
dominions to be sovereigns over their fellow-subjects
in another part of his dominions, when in truth they
have no such right, and their claim is founded only in
usurpation, the several states having equal rights and
liberties, and being only connected as England and
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Scotland were before the union, by having one com-
mon sovereign, the King.

This kind of doctrine the Lords and Commons
here would deem little less than treason against what
they think their share of the sovereignty over the
colonies. To me those bodies seem to have been
long encroaching on the rights of their and our sov-
ereign, assuming too much of his authority, and be-
traying his interests. By our constitution he is, with
his plantation parliaments, the sole legislator of his
American subjects, and in that capacity is, and ought
to be, free to exercise his own judgment, unrestrained
and unlimited by his Parliament here. And our par-
liaments have a right to grant him aids without the
consent of this Parliament, a circumstance which, by
the way, begins to give it some jealousy. Let us,
therefore, hold fast our loyalty to our King, who has
the best disposition towards us, and has a family in-
terest in our prosperity; as that steady loyalty is the
most probable means of securing us from the arbi-
trary power of a corrupt Parliament that does not
like us, and conceives itself to have an interest in
keeping us down and fleecing us.

If they should urge the snconvenience of an empire’s
being divided into so many separate states, and from
thence conclude that we are not so divided, I would
answer that an inconvenience proves nothing but
itself. England and Scotland were once separate
states, under the same King. The inconvenience
found in their being separate states did not prove that
the Parliament of England had a right to govern
Scotland. A formal union was thought necessary,
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and England was a hundred years soliciting it before
she could bring it about. If Great Britain now
thinks such a union necessary with us, let her propose
her terms, and we may consider them. Were the
general sentiment of this nation to be consulted in
the case, I should hope the terms, whether prac-
ticable or not, would at least be equitable; for I
think that, except among those with whom the
spirit of Toryism prevails, the popular inclination
here is to wish us well, and that we may preserve our
liberties.

I unbosom myself thus to you, in confidence of
your prudence, and wishing to have your sentiments
on the subject in return.

Mr. Pownall, I suppose, will acquaint you with the
event of his motions, and therefore I say nothing
more of them than that he appears very sincere in
his endeavors to serve us; on which account, I some-
time since republished with pleasure the parting ad-
dresses to him of your Assembly, with some previous
remarks to his honor, as well as in justification of our
people.

I hope that before this time those detestable mur-
derers have quitted your province, and that the spirit
of industry and frugality continues and increases.
With sincerest esteem and affection, I am, dear Sir,
&c.,

B. FrRANEKLIN.

P. S.—Just before the last session of Parliament
commenced, a friend of mine, who had connexion
with some of the ministry, wrote me a letter pur-
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posely to draw from me my sentiments in writing on
the then state of affairs. I wrote a pretty free an-
swer, which I know was immediately communicated,
and a good deal handed about among them. For
your private amusement I send you copies. I wish
you may be able to read them, as they are very
badly written by a very blundering clerk.

et

CCCLXXXV

T0 SAMUEL FRANKLIN

Lonpon, 8 June, 1770.

Loving CousiN:—I received your kind letter of the
23d of March. 1 was happy to find that neither you
nor any of your family were in the way of those
murderers.? I hope that before this time the town is
quite freed from such dangerous and mischievous
inmates.

I rejoice to hear that you and your good wife and
children continue in health. My love to them. 1
still enjoy a considerable share of that blessing,
thanks to God, and hope once more to see Boston
and my friends there before I die. I left it first in
1723. Imadea visit there in 1733; anotherin 1743;
another in 1753; anotherin 1763. Perhaps if I live
to 1773, I may then call again, and take my leave.

t These papers were Mr. Strahan’s Queries respecting American
affairs, and Dr. Franklin's answers to them. See supra, p. 129.

2 Alluding to the tragical scene in the streets of Boston, on the sth
of March, commonly called the Massacre, when Captain Preston’s
troops fired upon the inhabitants, and killed three persons.
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Our relation, Sally Franklin, is still with me here,
is a very good girl, and grown up almost a woman.
She sends her love to you and yours. I am, with
sincere regard, your affectionate cousin,

B. FRANKLIN.

CCCLXXXVI

TO MRS. DEBORAH FRANKLIN

LonpoN, 1o June, 1770.

My DEear CuiLp:—I1 think you are the most punc-
tual of all my correspondents; and it is often a par-
ticular satisfaction to me to hear from you when 1
have no letter from any one else. By Captain Fal-
coner I answered Sally’s letter about her son’s being
inoculated, and told her Sir John Pringle’s opinion, as
to the probability of his not having the smallpox here-
after. I think he advised, as no eruption appeared,
to make sure of the thing, by inoculating him again.
I rejoice much in the pleasure you appear to take in
him. It must be of use to your health, the having
such an amusement. My love to him, and to his
father and mother.

Captain Ourry is gone abroad as a travelling tutor
to Lord Galway’s son; Mrs. Strahan is at Bath; Mr.
Strahan and children, Mr. and Mrs. West and their
son, are all well at present; though Mr. West himself
has had a long illness. They always inquire after you,
and I present your compliments. Poor Nanny was
drawn in to marry a worthless fellow, who got all her
money, and then ran away, and left her. So she is
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returned to her old service with Mrs. Stevenson,
poorer than ever, but seems pretty patient, only looks
dejected, sighs sometimes, and wishes she had never
left Philadelphia. Mr. Montgomery died at sea, as
we have lately heard.

As to myself, I had, from Christmas till Easter, a
disagreeable giddiness hanging about me, which, how-
ever, did not hinder me from being about and doing
business. In the Easter holidays, being at a friend’s
house in the country, 1 was taken with a sore throat,
and came home half strangled. From Monday till
Friday I could swallow nothing but barley water and
the like. On Friday came on a fit of the gout, from
which I had been free five years. Immediately the
inflammation and swelling in my throat disappeared;
my foot swelled greatly, and I was confined about
three weeks; since which I am perfectly well, the
giddiness and every other disagreeable symptom hav-
ing quite left me. I hope your health is likewise by
this time quite reéstablished; being as ever, my dear
child, your affectionate husband,

B. FrRANKLIN.

CCCLXXXVII

TO SAMUEL RHOADS

Lonpon, 26 June, 1770.
Dear Frienp:—It is a long time since I had the
pleasure of hearing from you directly. Mrs. Franklin
has indeed now and then acquainted me of your wel-
fare, which I am always glad to hear of. 1Itis, I fear,

VOL. V.—I3.
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partly if not altogether my fault, that our correspond-
ence has not been regularly continued. One thing I
am sure of, that it has been from no want of regard
on either side, but rather from too much business,
and avocations of various kinds, and my having little
of importance to communicate.

One of our good citizens, Mr. Hillegas, anxious for
the future safety of our town, wrote to me some time
since, desiring I would inquire concerning the cover-
ing of our houses here with copper. I sent him the
best information I could then obtain, but have since
received the enclosed from an ingenious friend, who
is what they call here a civil engineer. I should be
glad you would peruse it, think of the matter a little,
and give me your sentiments of it. When you have
done with the paper, please to give it to Mr. Hillegas.
I am told by Lord Despencer, who has covered a
long piazza, or gallery, with copper, that the expense
is charged in this account too high; for his cost but
one shilling and ten pence per foot, all charges in-
cluded. I suppose his copper must have been thin-
ner. And, indeed, it is so strong a metal, that I think
it may well ‘be used very thin.

It appears to me of great importance, to build our
dwelling-houses, if we can, in a manner more secure
from danger by fire. We scarcely ever heard of fire
in Paris. When I was there I took particular notice
of the construction of their houses, and I did not see
how one of them could well be burnt. The roofs are
slate or tile, the walls are stone, the walls generally
lined with stucco or plaster, instead of wainscot, the
floors of stucco, or of six square tiles painted brown,
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or of flag stone, or of marble; if any floors were of
wood, it was of oak wood, which is not so inflamma-
ble as pine. Carpets prevent the coldness of stone
or brick floors offending the feet in winter, and the
noise of treading on such floors overhead is less in-
convenient than on boards.

The stairs, too, at Paris, are either stone or brick,
with only a wooden edge or corner for the step; so
that, on the whole, though the Parisians commonly
burn wood in their chimneys, a more dangerous kind
of fuel than that used here, yet their houses escape
extremely well, as there is little in a room that can be
consumed by fire except the furniture; whereas in
London, perhaps scarcely a year passes in which half
a million of property and many lives are not lost by
this destructive element. Of late, indeed, they begin
here to leave off wainscoting their rooms, and instead
of it cover the walls with stucco, often formed into
pannels like wainscot, which, being painted, is very
strong and warm. Stone staircases, too, with iron
rails, grow more and more into fashion here; but
stone steps cannot,in some circumstances, be fixed;
and there, methinks, oak is safer than pine; and I as-
sure you that in many genteel houses here, both old
and new, the stairs and floors are oak, and look ex-
tremely well. Perhaps solid oak for the steps would
be still safer than boards; and two steps might be cut
diagonally out of one piece.

Excuse my talking to you on a subject with which
you must be so much better acquainted than I am.
It is partly to make out a letter, and partly in hope
that, by turning your attention to the point, some
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methods of greater security in our future building
may be thought of and promoted by you, whose judg-
ment I know has deservedly great weight with our
fellow-citizens. For, though our town has not hith-
erto suffered greatly by fire, yet I am apprehensive,
that some time or other, by a concurrence of unlucky
circumstances, such as dry weather, hard frost, and
high winds, a fire then happening may suddenly
spread far and wide over our cedar roofs, and do us
an immense mischief. I am, yours, &c.,
B. FRANKLIN.

[Paper referred to in the above letter.]

The carpentry of the roof, being formed with its
proper descents, is, in the first place, sheeted or
covered with deals, nailed horizontally upon the
rafters, after the same manner as when intended to be
covered with lead. The sheets of the copper for this
covering are two feet by four, and for covering the
slopes of the roof are cast so thin as to weigh eight or
nine pounds, and for covering the flats or gutters, ten
or eleven pounds each, or about one pound or a
pound and a quarter to the superficial foot.

A string of strong cartridge paper (overlapping a
little at its joints) is regularly tacked down upon the
sheeting, under the copper covering, as the work pro-
ceeds from eaves to ridge. It prevents the jingling
sound of hail or rain falling upon the roof, and answers
another purpose to be mentioned by and by.

In order to show the regular process of laying down
the roof, we must begin with fastening two sheets to-
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gether lengthwise. The edges of two sheets are laid
down so as to lap or cover each other an inch, and a
slip of the same copper, about three inches and a half
broad, called the reeve, is introduced between them.
Four oblong holes, or slits, are then cut or punched
through the whole, and they are fastened or riveted
together by copper nails, with small round shanks
and flat heads. Indents are then cut one inch and
three quarters deep upon the seam at top and bottom.
The right hand sheet and the reeve are then folded
back to the left. The reeve is then folded to the right,
and the sheets being laid on the roof in their place, it
is nailed down to the sheeting with flat-headed, short
copper nails. The right-hand sheet is then folded
over the reeve to the right, and the whole beat down
flat upon the cartridge paper covering the sheeting,
and thus they are fastened and laid in their places by
nailing down the reeve only; and by reason of the ob-
long holes through them and the reeve, have a little
liberty to expand or contract with the heat and cold,
without raising themselves up from the sheeting, or
tearing themselves or the fastening to pieces.

Two other sheets are then fixed together, according
to the first and second operations above, and their
seam, with the reeve, introduced under the upper
ends of the seam of the former, so as to cover down
about two inches upon the upper ends of the former
sheets; and so far the cartridge paper is allowed to
cover the two first sheets. This edge of the paper is
dipped in oil, or in turpentine, so far before its appli-
cation, and thus a body between the sheets is formed,
impenetrable to wet, and the reeve belonging to the
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two last sheets is nailed down to the sheeting as be-
fore, and the left-hand sheet is turned down to the
right. Four sheets are now laid down, with the seam
or joint rising to the ridge; and thus the work is con-
tinued, both vertically and horizontally, till the roof
is covered, the sides and ends of each sheet being
alternately, each way, undermost and uppermost.

The price for copper, nails, and workmanshiprunsat
about eight pounds ten shillings per hundred weight,
or two shillings and three pence per foot, superficial,
exclusive of the lappings; and about two shillings and
eight pence per foot upon the whole; which is rather
above half as much more as the price of doing it well
with lead.

CCCLXXXVIII

TO MRS. MARY HEWSON'

LonpoN, 24 July, 1770.

DEeARr PoLry:—I wrote a few lines to you last week,
in answer to yours of the 15th, since which I have
been in the country; and returning yesterday, found
your good mother was come home, and had got a
letter from you of the zoth. She has just put it into
my hands, and desired me to write to you, as she is
going into the city with Miss Barwell to buy things.
Whether she will have time to write herself, or
whether, if she had, she would get over her natural
aversion to writing, I cannot say. I rather think she
will content herself with your knowing what she

* Mary Stevenson had just been married to Mr. Hewson.
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should say, and would say if she wrote; and with my
letting you know that she is well, and very happy in
hearing that you are so.

Your friends are all much pleased with your ac-
count of the agreeable family, their kind reception
and entertainment of you, and the respect shown you,
only Dolly and I, though we rejoice and shall do so
n every thing that contributes to your happiness, are
now and then in low spirits, supposing we have lost
each a friend. Barwell says she conceives nothing of
this; and that we must be two simpletons to enter-
tain such imaginations. 1 showed her your letter to
your mother, wherein you say “ Dolly is a naughty
girl, and if she does not mend, I shall turn her off;
for I have got another Dolly now, and a very good
Dolly too.”” She begged me not to communicate this
to Dolly, for though said in jest, yet in her present
state of mind it would hurt her. 1 suppose that it
was for the same good-natured reason that she re-
fused to show me a paragraph of your letter to Dolly,
that had been communicated by Dolly to her.

Fuly 25th. The above was written yesterday, but,
being interrupted, I could not finish my letter in time
for the post; though I find I had little to add. Your
mother desires me to express abundance of affection
for you, and for Mr. Hewson; and to say all the
proper things for her, with respect to the rest of your
friends there. But you can imagine better than I can
write. Sally and little Temple * join in best wishes

* William Temple Franklin, son of William Franklin, Governor of
New Jersey. He was educated by his grandfather, subsequently be-
came his private secretary, and the legatee of most of his library and

papers.
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of prosperity to you both. Make my sincerest re-
spects acceptable to Mr. Hewson, whom, exclusive ot
his other merits, I shall always esteem in proportior.
to the regard he manifests for you. Barwell tells me
that your aunt had received his letter, and was highly
pleased with it and him; so I hope all will go well
there; and I shall take every opportunity of culti-
vating her good disposition, in which I think you used
to be sometimes a little backward, but you always
had your reasons.

I am apt to love everybody that loves you, and
therefore 1 suppose I shall in time love your new
mother, and new sister, and new Dolly. I find I be-
gin to like them already, and, if you think proper,
youmay tell them so. But your old Dolly and I have
agreed to love each other better than ever we did, to
make up as much as we can our supposed loss of you.
We like your assurance of continued friendship, un-
impaired by your change of condition, and we believe
you think as you write; but we fancy we know better
than you. You know I once knew your heart better
than you did yourself. As a proof that I am right,
take notice,—that you now think this the silliest let-
ter I ever wrote to you, and that Mr. Hewson con-
firms you in that opinion.

However, I am still what I have been so many
years, my dear good girl, your sincerely affectionate

friend and servant,
B. FRANKLIN.
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