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ADVERTISEMENT

FROM THE EDITOR.

R ovarism and Terrorifin endeavour to excite doubts in the
public mind concerning the authenticity of thefe writings.
Both wifh to fufpend their fale: the former with the inten-
tion of favouring a counter-revolution, by afperfing a mi-
nifter, whofe firm and wifc adminiftration proved that
France might be happy under a republican form of go-
vernment; the latter, that they may not be held up to
public view as the real authors of our prefent fituation,
and with the hope of being able to diminifh the horror
with which their crimes muft neceflarily infpire all thofe to
whom they fhall be faithfully narrated.

I requett all good citizens, whofe faith may have been
ftaggered by their infinuations, to confider, firft, that no-
body but Madame Roland could detail an infinite number
of circumftances, with which fhe alone could be acquaint-
ed; fecondly, that every writer has his appropriate ftyle,
and that the manner of Madame Roland is fufficiently
original to prevent its being eafily confounded with that
of another; in the third place, that my fignature certifies
the truth, and that all who pleafe may come to my houfe
and convince themftlves, that the whole of the manufcript
is in the hand-writing of my unfortunate friend.

BOSC.
Paris, 4th Floreal, 3d year of the Republic.



ADVERTISEMENT.

T it thirty-two pages of this fecond part, relating to
Roland’s firft adminiftration, confift in great meafure of
matter that has already been prefented to the reader in
another fhape, having been written by Madame Roland
when fhe fuppofed the Hifforical Memsirs entirely de-
ftroyed. The French editor did not, however, think pro-
per to fupprefs it; and his example has been followed in
the tranflation, becaufe it contains, befides many brilliant
paffages that are not in the preceding part of the work, a
fketch of the chara&er of Lewis X VI, an account of his
deceptious conduét with his minifters, a judgment on our
countrymen, Mr. Thomas Paine and Mr. David Wil.
Jiams, and feveral other charaéters, delincated in a forcibla
and mafterly mannecr.



ROLAND’S

FIRST ADMINISTRATION.

How came Louis XVIL to felet for the adminif-
tration of public affairs 2 man like Roland, to whow,
as an auftere philofopher, and a laborious fludent, re-
tirement was doubly dear? This will be a quefiion
with many people, and it would be one with me, were
I any other than what I am. I am going to anfwer it by
fadls.

Reflident at Lyons, during the winter, and belonging
to the fcientific and literary academics of that city, Ro-
land was cmployed by the agricultural fociety to draw
up its inftrutions for the ufe of the States General.
His principles, and his turn of mind, made him na-
turally Jook forward with pleafure to a revolution which
promifed the reform of fo many abufes. The publicity
of thefe fentiments and his well known talents procured
him his admiffion into the electoral body upon the firft
formation of the commune, and he was afterwards em-
ployed to manage the concerns of the city, which was
deeply involved in debt. Being fent as a deputy ex-
traordinary to the conflituent affembly, he conne&ted
himfelf at Paris with feveral of its members aml with
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fome of the perfons who devoted themfelves to the ftudy
of public affairs. He returned home however, wl.wn
the fuppreflion of his place of infpeCtor, by changing
his deftiny, obliged him to reflect on the courfe it would
become him in future to purfue. Thequeftion was whe-
ther he fhould retire altogether to the country, live
there upon his fortune, and employ himfelf in improving
it; or whether, continuing his literary labours, he fhoukl
make a journey to Paris, with the double view of col-
Je&ting materials for that purpofe, and of foliciting a
penfion as a reward for thirty years fervice in his ad-
miniftrative employ. The latter meafure was adopted,
becaufe it would not prevent his recurring to the other,
whenever he fhould deem it advifeable. We returned
then to Paris on the 15th December 1791; but the
affairs of the nation at large did not permit us to hope,
that the legiflative affembly, which had juft met, would
foon be at cifure to attend to the concerns of private
individuals. Roland, intimate with Briffot, became ac-
quainted with feveral of his colleagues in the legiflative
body ; and not unfrequently went to the focicty of Jaco-
bins, with old friends long fince fcttled at Paris, who
like him were delighted with a revolution which they
efteemed friendly to liberry, and who thought that the
fociety had already been ufeful, and might fill help to
fupport fo good a caufe.

Roland, content with being a peaceful auditor, never
afcended the tribune to fpeak. He was known how-
ever, not indeed to the illiterate, who had as yet gained
no afcendancy, but to many others; and by their means
was appointed one of the committee of correfpondence.
This committee, of which the fun&ions are indicated by

the
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the name, was compofed of a confiderable number of
members, but only a few were altively employed. Ro-
Jand often came home with a confiderable packet of
Jetters to anfwer : for though the bufine(s was divided
into departments, and particular ones affigned to par-
ticular members; yet that every thing might be at-
tended to in time, the more diligent were frequently
obliged to perform the duy of the reft.—I read thefe
letters; I often took upon me the care of anfwering
them, having always fouad cpiftolary writing fingularly
cafy and agreeable, becaufe ic adapts icfelf to every fub-
Jé&, and to every ftyle zalike, giving to difcvTon the
moft pleafing form, and to reafon all the fcope it can
defire.—1 remarked in the greateft part of the letters
from the departments, a ftyle exalted and emphatical,
fentiments full of bombaft, and confequently of aflec-
tation, in general a defire of the public good, or the am-
bition of appearing an ardent patriot. I coniidered that
the parent fociety might exert a great influence by
diffeminating good principles, taking care always to con-
fine itfelf to the inftruttion of the people, and to the
communication of fentiments calculated to ftrengthen
the focial tye, and confequently to infpire the true
love of our country, which cught to be only that of
the human kind, carried to the higheft pitch in re-
gard to thofe who live under the fame laws with our-
felves, and exalted by a difregard of felf-intereft in the
unfrequent, but fometimes urgent, cafes, which require
the greateft facrifices. Perfuaded that 2 revolution is
no better than a terrible, and deftru@ive ftorm, if the
improvement of the public mind do not keep pace
with the progreffion of events; and fenfible of the good
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that it was poflible to do by taking hold of men’s ima-
ginations, and giving them an impulfion towards virtue,
I employed myfelf with pleafure in this correfpondence.
The committee gave Rolind credit for his induftry ; nor
indeed was he idle; but the work of two expeditious
perfons muft neceflarily have been confiderable in the
cyes of thofe, to whom the labours of cither would have
appeared great.

A few members of the aflembly ufed to meet fre-
quently in private at a houfe in Vendome fquare, where
onc of them lodged, and where a worthy and opulent
woman had it in her power, without putting herfelf to
inconvenience, to lend them an apartment, of which
they were free to make ufe, even in her abfence. Ro-
land, who was efteemed for his good fenfe and integrity,
was invited to join them ; but he feldom went on account
of the diftance. Asto me, I lived at home according
to cuftom; I was not in health, and kept little com-
pany.

The ftate of affairs, and the difcontents of the pub-
lic mind alarmed the court. The minifters foon be-
came the objeéts of public animadverfion, and indeed
their whole proceedmg only tended to undermine a con-
ftitution to which the king had fworn contrary to his
inclination, and which he did not mean to maintain.
The court uneafy and perplexed, in the midft of the
frequent changes and agitation of the miniftry, knew
not on whom to fix its choice. But there were people
who declared openly, that if Louis XVI. were fincere,
he would take men of undoubted civifm for his agents.
At length, impelled by weaknefs or by fear, the court
came to a decifion, but it was with the hope of cor-
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rupting, or if that hope failed, with the intention of
difmiffing, the minifters it fhould appoint. The court
then (hewed itfelf inclined to make a choice among thofe
called patriots; and at that time the term had not
been abufed. How was this brought about? I never
knew, nor did I ever inquire, becaufe it appeared to
me, that in that, as in all other cafes, the idea is firlt
ftarted by fome few individuals, is propagated by others,
and is at laft taken up and ated upon by people in
power. By refleCting minds it was confidered as im-
portant, to dire€t the attention of the court towards men
of abilities, and of refpeCable charalter; for it was pof-
fible that it might take a malicious pleafure in fele@ting
hot-headed Jacobins, whofe extravagancies would au-
thorize it to complain, and ferve to bring patriotifm into
contempt. I am ignorant who was the individual that
firt mentioned Roland, in the committee at Vendome
fquare, as one of thof¢ who ought not to be overlooked.
The name of Roland was neceffarily affociated with the
idea of a well informed man, who had written upon the
fubje®t of adminiftration, who was not deftiture of ex-
perience in that line, who was befides in poficion of a
fair reputation, and whofe age, manners, and decifive
charater, joined to the principles he had openly pro-
fefied even before the revolution, befpoke him a worthy
partizan of liberty, in every point of view.—The king
himfelf was no {tranger to the above confiderations, or
at leaflt to the faéts upon which they were founded, as
I fhall hereafter have occafion to fhew., Thefe ideas
owed their birth fo entirely to the nature of things, that
they were communicated to us only three days before
the formation of the new miniftry,~—Briffot called upon
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me one evening when I was alone, and informed me of
the probability of Roland’s elevation. I fmiled, and afked
him what was the meaning of his pleafantry. But he
affured me that it was no joke, related to me the par-
ticulars I have juft mentioned, and added that he was come
to know whether Roland would confent to take upon
him fuch a taftk. I promifed to confult him, and make
known his refolution on the following day. Roland was
as much aftonithed at the event as myfelf: but his na-
tural activity rendered him by no means averfe to a mul-
tiplicity of bufinefs, and he faid to me with a fmile, that
he had always feen people in power fo miferably defi-
cient, that he had never ceafed to wonder how the pub-
lic concerns could go forward at all ; ard that confequently
the thing in itfelf gave him no alarm. The circum-
ftances of the times were indeed critical, on account of
the interefts of the court and the uncertainty of the
king’s intentions; but to a man attached to his duty,
and caring little for the lofs of his place while fulfilling
it, the rifk of acceptance was not great. Befides, a
zealous man who had a right to fome confidence in his
talents, could not be infenfible to the hope of ferving
his country. Roland then decided in the affirmative,
and made known his intentions to Briffot. The follow-
ing day the latter accompanied Dumouriez; who came
to Roland’s houfe at ¢leven o’clock at night, after the
breaking up of the council, to announce to him, in
virtue of the orders, of which he was the bearer, that
the king had juft chofen him minifter for the home de-
partment. Dumouriez, who had himfelf lately come
into adminittration, fpoke of the king’s fincere determi-
nation to fupport the conftitution, and of his hope of

feeing
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fecing the machine fet to work as foon as the fame
fpiric (hould pervade the whole council. He allo tefti-
fied to Roland his particular fatisfation at feeing a vir-
tuous and enlightened patriot like him, called upon to
take a fhare in the government.

Briffot obferved, that in the prefent circumf{tances, the
bufinefs of the home department was the moft delicate,
and the moft mulrifarious ; and that the friends of liberty
would feel themfelves at eafe on feeing it entrufted to
hands fo fteady and fo pure. The converfation pafied
lightly over thefe matters, and an hour of the next day
“was appointed for Roland to be prefented to the king,
and to take his oath and his feat in the council. I
found in Dumouriez the deliberate air of a foldier,
the manners of an artful courticr, and the converfation
of a man of wit, but nothing that indicated fincerity
or truth.—On comparing this man with his new col-
league, whofe franknefs and aufterity fometimes bordered
upon rudenefs, I afked myfelf if it were poflible for
beings fo diffimilar to aét long in concert }——¢ That
is a man,’ faid Roland, after they were gone, ¢ who dif-
covers a great deal of patriotifm, and announces abili-
ties.’—¢ Yes,’ faid I, ¢and againft whom you will do
well o be on your guard; for I believe him capable
of foon worming you out of place, if you do not fteer
a courfe to pleafe him."—¢ We fhall fee,’ faid Roland.

The firft time that Roland appeared at court in the
philofophical drefs which he had long adopted for the
fake of convenience, with a few fcattered hairs combed
over his venerable forehead, a round hat, and ftrings in
his fhoes, all the court Jackeys, who attached the greateft
imporrance to that etiquette on which their exiftence de-
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pended, were fcandalized, and in a manner terrified at
the fight.—One of them ftepped up to Dumouricz with
horror piGtured in his countenance, and indicating the
caufe of his confternation with his eyes, Monfienr *, faid
he, point de boucles a fes fouliers. Dumouriez, ready at
repartee, and affuming a tragic-comic tone, cried out,
Moisfieur +! tout ¢f perdu! The faying was foon put
in circulation, and provoked a laugh from thofe who
were the leatt inclined to mirth.

Lewis XVI. behaved to his new minifters with the
greateft appearance of franknefs and good nature. This
man was not precifely what he was depifted by thofe
who took a pleafure in vilifying him; he was neither the
brutith blockhead, who was held up to the contempt of
the people; nor was he the honeft, kind, and fenfible
crezcure, whom his friends extolied to the fkies., Nature
had endowed him with ordinary faculties, which would
have done very well in an obfcure ftation, but he was
depraved by his prmccly education, and ruined by his
mediocrity in difficult times, when his fafcty could be ef-
fe€ted only by the union of genius and virtue. A com-
mon underftanding, educated for the throne, and taught
diffimulation from the earlicft infancy, has a great advan-
tage in flealing with mankind. The art of fhewing to
each perfon only what it is proper for him to fee, is in
bim no more than a habit, the praltice of which gives
him the appearance of ability; but a man muft be born
an idiot indeed to appear a fool in fimilar circumftances.
Louis XVI. had befides an excellent memory, and an

* Sir! there are no buckles in his fhoes !
1 Sir! we arc all ruined and sndone !

alive
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altive turn of mind; was never idle, and read a great
deal. FHe had alfo a ready recolleétion of the various
treaties exifting between France and the neighbouring
nations; was well verfed in hiftory, and was the beft
geographer in the kingdom. His knowledge of the
names, and his application of them to the faces, of all the
perfons about the court to whom they belonged, as well
as his acquaintance with the anecdotes peculiar to each,
had been extended to all the individuals who had diftin-
guithed themfelves in any manner during the revolution;
fo that it was impofiible to prefent to him a candidate
for any place, concerning whom he had not formed an
opinion, founded on particular fa&ts. But Lewis X VI.
without elevation of foul, energy of mind, or firmnefs of
charater, had fuffcred his views to be ftill further con-
tratted, and his fentiments to be twifted, if I may ufe the
expreflion, by religious prejudices, and jefuitical princi-
ples. Elevated ideas of religion, a belief in God, and
the hope of immortality, accord very well with philofo-
phy, and fix it upon a broader bafis, at the fame time
that they compofe the beft ornaments of the fuperftruc-
ture. 'Woe to the legiflators who defpife thefe powerful
means of infpiring the political virtues, and of preferving
the morals of the people! Even if they were illufions
yet unborn, it would be neceflary to create and fofter
them for the confolation of mankind. But the religion
of our priefts prefents nothing but obje@s of puerile fear,
and miferable pratices, to fupply the place of good ac-
tions; and it fan@ifies befides all the maxims of defpo-
tifm which the authority of the church calls in to its aid.
Lewis XVI. was afraid of hell, and of excommunica-
tion: with fuch weaknefs as this it was impoffible not
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to make a defpicable king. If he had been born two
centuries before, and his wife had been a rational wo-
man, he would have made no more noife in the world,
than fo many other princes of the Capetian line, who
have « fretted their hour upon the ftage,” without doing
cither much good or much harm.—But raifed to the

rone when the profligacy of Louis XV’s court was
at the higheft, and when the diforder of the finances
was extreme, he was led away by a giddy woman, who
united with Auftrian infolence the prefumption of youth
and high birth, an inordinate love of pleafure, and all
the thoughtlefluefs of a light mind, and who was her-
felf feduced Ly*the vices of an Afiatic court, for which
fhe had been but too well prepared by the example of
her mother.—Louis XVI. too weak to hold the reins
of a government which was running to deftruction,
haftened their common ruin by innumerable faults.
Necker, who always mixed up pathos in his politics
as he did in his ftyle, was 2 man of moderate abilities,
of whom the public entertained a good opinion, becaufe
he had a very high opinion of himfelf, and proclaimed
it without referve; but void of all political forefight, a
kind of double refined financier, who could calculate
nothing but the contents of a purfe, and who fpoke for
ever of his chara&ter without rhime or reafon, as women
of gallantry do of their virtue; Necker was a bad pilot
for France, when fuch a ftorm was gathering round the
horizon. France was in a manner deftitute of men;
their fearcity has been truly furprizing in this revolu-
tion, in which fcarcely any thing but pigmies have ap-
peared. I do not mean however that there was any
want of wit, of knowledge, of learning, of accom-

8 plithments,



¢ )

plithments, or of philofophy. Thefe ingredients, on the
contrary, were never {o common: it was like the laft
glimmering of an expiring taper; but as to that firm-
nefs of mind which J. J. Rouffeau has fo well defined by
calling it the firft attribute of a hero, fupported by that
foundnefs of judgment which knows how to fet a true
value upon things, and by thofe extenfive views which
penetrate into futurity, altogether conftituting the cha-
ralter of a great man, they were fought for every
where, and were fcarcely any where to be found.

Lewis XVI. conftantly fluftuating between the fear
of irritating his fubjedts, and the inclination of keeping
them in awe, while incapable of governing them, con-
voked the ftates general inftead of retrenching his cx-
pences, and introducing order into his court. Afier
having himfelf fowed the feeds, and provided the means
of innovation, he pretended to prevent it by the affec-
tation of a power, againft which he had cflablifhed 2
principle of counteration, and by fo doing only taught
his people how to refift. Nothing remained for him but
to facrifice one portion of his authority with a good
grace, that he might preferve in the other the means of
recovering the whole; but for want of knowing Low to
go about it, he turned his attention to nothing but petty
intrigues, the only kind familiar to the perfons chofen
by himfelf, and favoured by the queen. He had how-
ever referved in the conftitution fufficient means of power
and of happinefs, had he known Low to be content;
fo that, wanting as he was in abilities to prevent its efta-
blithment, he might flill have been faved by his good
faith, if after having accepted it, he had fincerely endea-
voured to promote its execution, But always proteft-

ing,



(12 )
ing, on one hand, his intention to fupport what he was
undermining on the other, the obliquity of his proceed-
ings, and the fallacy of his condud, firft awakened dif-
truft, and at laft excited indignation.

As foon as he had appointed patriotic miniftcrs, he
made it his fole ftudy to infpire them with confidence;
and fo well did he fucceed, that for the firft three weeks,
Roland and Claviere were enchanted with the good dif-
pofition of the king. They dreamt of nothing but a bet-
ter order of things, and flattered themfelves that the
revolution was atanend. € Good God !’ I ufed to fay to
them, © every time I fee you fet off for the council with
that wonderful confidence, it feems to me that you are
about to commit a folly.” ¢ affure you,” would Claviere
anfwer,” that the king is perfetly fenfible, that his intereft
is connected with the obfervation of the new laws; he
reafons too pertinently on the fubjet not to be convinced
of that truth.” ¢ Ma fos,’ added Roland, ¢ if he be not an
honeft man, he is the greateft knave in the kingdom; it
is impoffible to carry diffimulation to fo great a length.’
As to me, I always replied that I had no faith in the love
for the conftitution profeflid by 2 man who had been
brought up in the prejudices of defpotifm, and the habits
of enjoyment, and whofe recent conduct proved him
wanting in both genius and virtuc, My great argument
was the flight to Varennes.

The fittings of the council were held in a manner
which might pafs for decent, in comparifon of what they
afterwards became; but with puerility, if regard be had
to the important matters that called for difcuffion. Each
of the minifters who had Jons * to be figned, or bufinefs

* Orders on the Treafury.
of
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of a fimilar natute, regulated by the law, peculiar to his
department, and concerning which there was no occafion
to deliberate, waited upon the king, on the day appoint-
ed, previoufly to the meeting of the council, to tranfaét
thefe particular and fubordinate affairs. They all repaired
afterwards to the council chamber; and there the procla-
mations that related to the fubjedts of difcuffion were taken
out of the port-folio, The minifter of juftice prefented
the decrees for the royal affent; and then the council
proceeded, or ought to have proceeded, to dcliberate
upon the operations of government, the flate of affairs at
home and abroad, the queftion of peace and war, &c.
As to proclamations adapted to circumftances of the
moment, it was only neceflary to examine the decree, and
the occafion of applying it, which was readily done. In
the mean time, the king fuffered his minifters to confer,
read the gazette, or the Englith newfpapers in the ori-
ginal language, or elfe wrote a few letters. The fanction-
ing of decrees obtained more of his attention : he feldom
gave his confent cafily, and never without a refufal; al-
ways declining to accede to the firft requeft, and poft-
poning the matter to the next meeting, when he came
with his opinion ready formed, though appearing to ground
it upon the difcuffion. As to great political affairs, he
often eluded their inveftigation, by turning the eonver-
fation to general topics, or to fubjects fuited to each
particular perfon. If war were the queftion, he would
talk of travelling; if diplomatic concerns were upon the
carpet, he would relate the manners, or inquire into the
local peculiarities of the country; or if the ftate of affairs
at home were in difcuffion, he would dwell upon fome

trifling
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trifling detail of economy or agriculture. Roland he
would queftion about his works, Dumouriez concern-
ing anccdotes, and fo on: the council chamber was
converted to a coffee-room, where nothing was heard
but idle converfation; nor were any minutes taken of the
proceedings, nor was there any fecretary to keep them.
At the end of three or four hours they broke up, with-
out doing any thing but figning their names, and this
was repeated three or four times a week. ¢ Why ’tis
pitiable I’ cried T out of all patience, when on Roland’s
return, I inquired what had paffed—* You are all in
good humour, becaufe you experience no contradition,
and are treated with civility. You feem indeed to do
whatever you pleafe in your feveral departments; but
I am terribly afraid that you are duped—however the
public bufinefs is not at a ftand—no, but much time is
loft; for in the torrent of affairs that overwhelms you,
I would rather fee you employ three hours in folitary
meditation on the great interefts of the ftate, than fpend
them in idle chat” In the mean time the enemy were
making their difpofitions; for it had become abfolutely
neceflary to declare war, a meafure which was the fub-
ject of an animated difcuffion, and which the king did
not feem to take without extreme repugnance. He had
long delayed the decifion; and appeared only to yield to
the well-known opinion of the majority of the affembly,
and to the unanimous voice *of the council. Soon after
the continuation or the multiplicity of religious troubles
rendered thofe coercive meafures indifpenfable, which the
minifter of the interior had long folicitedin vain. On the
other hand, the threatening, and formidable attitude of the
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foreign armics infpired the minifter of war with the idea
of a regulation, which the convention adopted with en-
thufiafm, and decreed without delay.

It is true that thefe two decrees, one for the formation
of a camp of twenty thoufand men near Paris, the other
concerning the priefts, were altogether decifive. The
court perceived that they would overturn its fecret
treachery, the partial revolts fomented by fanaticifm, and
the progrefs of the enemy, which it favoured. The
king was too firmly refolved to refufe his affent, to be
in any hafte to confefs his determination, and devifed
various pretexts to avoid it for more than a fortnighe.
The difcufTion of this matter was feveral times renewed.
Roland and Servan were urgent in their reprefenta-
tions, becaufe each of them felt the importance and the
neceflity of the law that regarded his department; the
general advantage was evident to all, and the fix mi-
nifters in this refpe€t were agreed in their opinion.
At this period Dumouriez, whofe loofe converfation
the king encouraged, was fent for feveral times to the
queen; he had a lictle affront to revenge, and wifhed
to get rid of colleagues, whofe aufterity accorded ill with
his gay turn of mind: hence he was induced to enter
into agreements of which the efle& was foon perceived.

As to me, I felt a kind of agitation difficult to de-
fcribe; delighted with the revolution, perfuaded thae,
with all it’s faults, it was neceffary to enforce the con-
ftitution, and ardently defiring to fee my country profper,
the lowering afpect of public affairs gave me a moral
fever, which raged without intermiffion. The king’s
delays demonftrated his duplicity ; and Roland had no
longer any doubt upon the fubjedt: there remained

then
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then but one refolution for an honeft minifter to take,
and that was to refign, in cafe Louis XVI. fhould per-
fift in rejeCting meafures neceffary to the falvation of the
empire.

This ftep, unattended by any other, might perhaps
have fatisfied a timid man; butfor a zealous citizen, it is
not enough to renounce a poft in which good is no longer
to be done; it behoves him to fay fo with energy, that he
may throw a light upon the public calamities, and render
his retreat beneficial to his country.—Roland and I
had long lamented the weaknefs of his colleagues.
The tardinefs of the king had made us imagine, that it
might be of great ule to addrefs a lecter to him from
the minifters colletively, which might fet forth the rea-
fons that had been already given in the council, but
which, when exprefled upon paper, and figned by
them all, with the offer of their refignation in cafe
his majefty fhould not think proper to liften to their
reprefentations, might either force him to compliance,
or expofe him to the eyes of all France. 1 had drawn
up the letter, after having agreed upon the fundamental
points with Roland, who made the propofal to his col-
leagues.—All approved of the idea, but moft of them
differed as to the execution. Claviere objected to fome
phrafe or other; Duranthon was inclined to temporize ;
and Lacofte was in no hafte to fubfcribe his name. As
the propriety of fuch a meafure fhould be perceived at
the firft glance and felt in a lively manner, the bad fuc-
cefs of our firft attempt was a hint not to repeat it.
It became then neceffary to at in an infulated charatter,
and fince the council had not fpirit enough to ftand
forth together, it behoved the man who fet events at

defiance
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defiance to take upon himfelf the taflc which the whole
body fhould have fulfilled: the queftion was no longer
to retire, but to deferve to be difmiffed—to fay, do
thus, or we will refign; but to afferr, that all was loft
unlefs a proper line of cenduft were purfued,

I compofed the famous letrer.  Here T mult digrefs
for a moment to clear up the doubss, and to fix the
opinien of a number of perfons, of whom the greater
part only allow me a licle merit, that they may deny it
to my hufband, and of whom feveral others fuppofe me
to have had 21 mfluence ia pubiic afllirs difcordant with
my character.  Swdious habits and a talle for litera-
ture made me participate in his labours, as leng as he
remained a private individual—] wrote with him as I
ate with him, becaufe one was almoft as natural to me
as the other, and becaufe my exiftence being devote:d
to his happincfs, I applied myfelf to thofe things which
gave him the greateft pleafure. Roland wrete treatifes
on the arts; I did the fame, although the fubj=& was
tedious to me. Tde was fond of erudition; T helped him
to purfue his critical refearches. Did he wifh, by way
of recreation, to compofe angeffay for fome academy?
we fat down to write w1 concert, or elfe {eparately, that
we might compare our produétions, choofe the beft, or
comprefs them into one. If he had written homilies,
1 fhould have written homilies alfo. Ile became mi-
nifter: [ did not interfere with his adminiftration ; but
if a circular leter, a fet of inftru@ions, or an important
ftate paper, were wanting, we talked the marter over with
our ufual freedom, and imprefled with his ideas, and
pregnant with my own, I took up the pen, which 1 had
more leifure to conduét than he,

Part IT, C Our



¢ 18 )

Our principles and our turns of mind being the fame,
we agreed upon the form, and my hufband ran no rifk
in pafling through my hands. 1 could advance nothing
warranted by juftice or reafon, which he was not ca-
pable of realizing, or fupporting by his character and
condu@®; but my language exprefled more ftrongly
than his words, what he had done or what he promifed
to do. Roland <without me would not have been a
worfe minifter; his activity, his knowledge, and his pro-
bity, were all his own; but wirh me he attratted more
attention, becaufe I infufed into his writings that mix-
ture of energy and of foftnefs, of authoritative reafon, and
of feducing fentiment, which are perhaps only to be
found in a woman of a clear head and a feeling heart.
I took a delight in compofing thofe pieces which I pre-
fumed would be of ufe, and my pleafure was even
greater than if I had been known as the author. I am
avaricious of happinefs: with me it confilts entirely in
the good I do. 1do not even ftand in need of glory ;
nor can I find any part that fuits me in this world, but
that of Providence. I allow the malicious to look
upon this confeflion asga piece of impertinence; but
thofe who know me wiffcc nothing in it but what is
fincere, like myfelf.

I return to the letter, which was fketched with a
firoke of the pen, as was generally the cafe with every
thing I did of the kind; for to feel the neceflity and
the propriety of a thing, to conceive its good effe&,
to defire to produce it, and to caft in the mould the
object from which that effe was to refult, were to me
but one and the fame operation.  While we were read-
ing over this letter together, Pache was in my hufband’s
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clofet, that very Pache, who, before the expiration of the
year, calumniated Roland, and now perfecutes us, as the
enemies of liberty.—¢ *Tis a hazardous ftep,’ faid the hy-
pocrite, whom I took for a fage.—¢ Hazardous! without
doubt, but jutt and neceflary; what fignifies any thing
clfe”>—Roland repaired to the council, on the 1oth of
June, with the letter in his pocket, and with the defign of
firlt reading it aloud to his colleagues, and then putting it
into the king’s hands. The debate concerning the
fan&icning of the two decrees began; but was fuf-
pended by the king, who told his minifters to have
each his written opinion ready to deliver to him at
the next meeting of the council. Roland could have
delivered bis without delay : he thought however, after
what had pafled, that it was incumbent on him to
wait out of regard to his colleagues; but on his return
home we were of opinion, that he could not do better
than difpatch his letter, to which he added three or
four miffive lines,

The next day, at eight o’clock in the evening, I aw
Servan walk into my apartment with a joyful countenance.
¢ Congratulate me,” faid he, ‘I am turned out.’—¢ 1
am much mortified,” anfwered I, © at your being the firft
to have that honour; but I hope that, ere long, it will be
awarded to my hufband.’—Servan related to me that he
had been on bufinefs with the king in the morning, that
he had endeavoured to fpeak to him about the camp;
that the king, with evident marks of ill humour, had at
Iaft turned his back upon him; and that Dumouriez
came an inftant after, to demand his port folio, of which
he was going to take charge himfelf.—¢ Dumouriez ? His
conduét furprizes me litde, but it is infamous, and the

Ca other
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other minifters in that cafe ought not to wait for their
difmiflion. It would become them better to wriie to
the king, that they can ne longer fit at the council board
with Dumouricz: we muft fond for them to confule
about it.” Nobody bur Claviere and Duranthon came,
and they were people wio never knew how to take adeci-
five meafure, It was agreed upon that they fhould return
the ne xt morning, after due deliberation, and that Roland
fhould have a letzer prepired for them to fign. Hle had al-
ready communicated to them the one he had fent in the
morning, and from which he expe€ted the fame treat-
ment as Servan had met with before.—T do not know
whether, for that very reafon, thefe gentlemen, who were
fond of their places, might not imagine, that the two
minifters the moft urgent for the decrees, would be the
only ones facrificed, and that they ought not to expofe
themfelves rafhly to the fame fate. The next morning
they did not think proper to wiice, but deemed it moft
advifable to go and fpeak o the king in perfon; a
meafure centrary to common fenfe, for when it is ne-
ceflary to fay firong and difagreeable things to 2 perfon
entitled by his fituation to a great deal of refpe&, it is
much more advantageous to do it by letter. Roland,
who had fulfilled his tafk, could no longer be of the
party ; but they waited upon Lacofle, with the intention
of afking him to join themn. Lacofte was doubtful,
and appeared to hefitate, when a meflenger fiom the
king brought Duranthon an order to go immediately,
and alone, to the palace.~* We wiil wait for you at your
own hecul,’ faid Claviers and Rolund.—Scarcely had
they reached the palace of jultice, when Duranthon re-
turned with a long {ace, and a hypocritical look; and
drew flowly out of his pocket what was called a lettre

de
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de cachet ; containing the difcharge of his two colleagues.
¢ You make us wait a iong while for our liberty,” faid
Roland, taking the paper with a fmile. ¢ Ay, our Liberty
is here indeed.”—He returncd home, and brought me
this intelligence for which I was well prepared.—¢ One
thing remains to be done,” faid I, with animation;
¢ and that is, to be tie iirfl to acquaint the affembly with
your difmifion, and o {end them a copy of your letter
to the king, l)y which it has cetainiy been occalioned.’
This idea pleaied him e, and we put it immediazely
into cxccution.——l was falied that it would have a
great cffed, ner was 1 deccived; it anfwered a double
purpofe; wiity and glay followed tmy tufband’s retreat,
I had not been prou~. of his clevation to the miniftry,
but T was prowd of his difzrace.

I have fuid that Dumourivz hal a litde affront to
revenge by enienng inio a league with the court againt
his colleagues.  The circumfiance that gave rife 1o it
was as foliows,

Bonne-Carrere, a handfome man, who had the repu-
tation and manrers of an intriguer, and who owed the
crofs of St. Lewis which decorated his perfon to the
intercft of Dumouricz, was chofen by the latter for his
principal agent, and appointed diretor general of the
department of foreign affuirs,

I faw him once only, when Dumouriez brought him
to dine with me; and was as little impofed upon by his
agreeable outfide as by that of Heraule de Sechelles.
¢ All thefe handfome fellows,” fud I to a friend, ¢ feem
to me to be but poor patriots; they appear too fond of
themfelves not to prefer their own pretty perfons to the
public good; and I am always tempted to mortify their
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arrogance, by affe&ing to be blind to the advantige on
which they pride themfelves the molt.’

T more than once heard grave men, members of the
Jegiflature, fome of thofe noble originals who gave their
fupport to probity and honour, and who are now de-
clared infamous on that account; I heard them lament
the choice that Dumouricz had made, and contend that
patriotic minifters, to give flrength to the. caufe of Ii-
berty, fhould be particularly carcful to commit cvery
part of the adminiftration to the pureft hands. I know
that Dumouriez was mildly remonftrated with; but he
urged in excufe the underftanding and talents of Bonne-
Carrere, to whom wit, verfatility, and a mind fertile in
refources, could not be denied ; but a rumour got abroad
of an affair managed by Bonne-Carrere, on account of
which a hundred thoufand livres had been depofited in a
notary’s hands, A part of this fum was deftined for
Madame de Beauvart, Dumouriez’ miftrefs, 3 woman of
eafy virtue, and fifter to Rivarol, who lived in the midft
of people of diffolute manners, and difgufting ariftocracy.
I have forgot the nature of the affair, and the parties;
but the names, the time, and the particulars, were known,
and the fa& was undoubted. It was agreed upon thac
Dumouriez fhould be ferioufly requefted to difmifs
Bonne-Carrere, and to preferve, or to put on a decency
of demeanour, without which it was impofTible for him
to remain in the miniftry, without injury to the caufe.
Genfonnt, who was intimately acquainted with Dumou-
ricz ; and Briffot, to whom all Bonne~Carrere’s tricks had
been denounced, determined to fpeak to him at Ro-
land’s, in his prefence and in that of three or four other
perfons, either his collcagues, or members of the legii-
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lative body. Accordingly, after dining with me, and
retiring into the room which I generally inhabited, the
grievance was fet forth, and the obfervations it war-
ranted, were made to Dumouriez, Rcland, with the
gravity of his age and charater, took the liberty of
infiting upon the matter, as interefling to the whole
miniltry. Nothing being lefs agreeable o Dumouricz
than this precifion, and the tne of remonftrance, he
endeavoured at firlt to give the fubje&t = light turn;
but finding himfelf hard prefled by fober argumers, lie
grew angry, and took leave with an air of difcontent.
From that day he ceafed to vifit the members of the
affembly, did not feem fatisficd when he met them at
my houfe, and came thither much iefs frequently thin
before.  Reflefting upon this condul, I wokd Roland,
¢ that, without pretending to be verfed in intrigue, T be-
lieved, that, according to the pra&ice of the woild, the
hour of ruining Dumouriez was at hand, if he did not
wifh to be overturned himfelf. 1 know very well,” added
I, ¢ that you will not defcend to fuch manceuvres;
but it is neverthelefs true, that Dumouricz will certainiy
endeavour to get rid of thofe by whofe cenfure he has
been offcnded. 'When a man once thinks fit to preach,
and does it to no purpofe, he muft punith, or expe&t to
be molefted.” Dumouriez, who was partial to Bonne-
Carrere, let him into the fecret of what concerned him,
and Bonne-Carrere found means to huth up the matter ;
he was befides zdmitted to the prefence of the queen
by means of the women with whom he was conneéted.
Intrigues were fet on foot ; the famous decrees followed ;
and although Dumouricz was of opinion that ey fheul
receive the royal affent, he contrived to keep in favour;
C 4 and
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and was of ufc, after the departare of his colleagues,
either by propofing fucceffors, or by accepting the war
department, though, by the way, he did not keep it
Jong; for the court, which at firft was glad to retain
him, that they might not appear to iinifs all the mi-
nifters calied patriots at once, got rid of him foon
after.  But he was too dexterous not to avoid a total
difgrace, and obtained employment in the army con-
formable to his rank.

Even the patriots imagined that it was advifable to
avail themfelves of his talents, and were in hopes that he
might make 2 good ufe of them in his military career.—
One of the principal embarraffinents of governmen,
after the 10th of Auguft, was to find perfons fit to.fill
public employs, particularly in that line. The old go-
vernment conferred the rank of officer upon none but
nobles; and knowledge and experience were concen-
trated in their order: but the people were uneafy at
fecing them intrufted with the conduét of the forces in-
tended to fupport a conftitution adverfe to their intereft.
Struck with this contraft, they could not, like the en-
lightened part of mankind, judge of the reafons of con-
fidence, founded on one officer’s difpofition, on the
paffions of another, and on the principles of a third.
Their flatterers, on the contrary, aggravated their fears,
and excited their diftruft ; everlaiting denunciators, they
make them themfelves the enemies of every man in
place, that they may eftablifh themfelves in that which
beft fuits their ambition: this is the fyftem of all agi-
tators, from Ilippo, the harangue-maker of Syracuf, to
Robefpierre, the jpeechificr of Paris.

Roland, recalled to the miniftry, thought that the
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public good, and the circumfiances of the times, made ic
his duty to do away all idea of oppofition between Du-
mouriez and himfelf, fince each was ferving the repub-
lic in his way. “ "I'ne chances in politics,” faid he in
his letter, ““are, as uncertain as in war; Jam again in
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the exccutive council; jox arc at the head of an
army: you have the crrors of your adruiniflration to
effzce from the public mind, and laurels to gather in
the ficld of Mars! You were led into an intrigue
which made you do an il oilice to your colleagucs,
and were doped, in your turn, by the very court
whofe favour you were firiving to preferve, But
you are not unlike thofe valorous knights, who were
every now and then guilty of litde reguifn wicks,
az which they were the firfll to laugh themfelves; but
who fought reverthelels like furies, when their ho-
nour was at ftake. It muflt be confefitd that this
charatter does not very well accord with republican
aufterity ¢ it is the confequence of thofe manners,
which we have not yet been able to throw off, and
for which you will be fure of a pardon, if you beat
the enemy. You will find me in the council al-
ways ready to fecond your enterprifes 2s long as they
have the public welfare in view. Where that is
concerned I am a ftranger to all favour and affe&ion;
and fhall look up ro you as to one of the faviours
of wmy country, provided you fincerely devote your-
felf to its defence.”—Dumouriez’s anfwer was fpirited,

and his condu& ro lefs fo—he repulfed the Pruffians,

I remember that at this period, fome hopes were en-

tertained of detaching him from the league, and fome
overtures made in confequence ; butthey led to nothing.

He
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He came to Paris after the enemy had evacuated our
territory, to concert the plan of his Eelgic operations.
Roland faw him at the council chzmber, and once he
came to dine at our houfe, with a numbcr of other per-
fons. When he came into tie room, he appeared ra-
ther embarrafled, and offcred me a beautiful bouquet
which he had in his hand, with fomewhat of an awk-
ward air for 2 man of fo much affurance, I finiled, and
told him, that the tricks of fortune were whimfical
enough; and that doubtlefs he never expefted that fhe
would enable me to receive him again in that hotel;
but that flowers did not the lefs become the conqueror
of the Pruflians, and that I reccived them with pleafure
from his hand. After dinner he purpofed going to
the opera. This again was an old folly of our generals,
whofe cultom it was to repair to the playhoule in fearch
of theatrical crowns whenever they had obtained an
advantage over the enemy. Somebody afked me if I
intended to be there; but I declined giving an anfwer,
becaufe it was neither agrecable to my chara&er, nor to
my manners, to be feen in public with Dumouriez.
When the company was gone, however, I propofed to
Vergniaux to tike a feat in my box in company with
my daughter and myfclf. We went thither, and were
told by the aftonifbed box-kecper that the minifter’s box
was full. ¢ That is impoflible,” faid I; for nobody could
go into it without a ticket figned by him, and I had not
given a fingle one away.—* But it is the' minilter him-
felf, and he infited upon being let in "~ No, it is not
he: open the door, and let me fee who is there.” Two
or three fans-culottes, in the fhape of bullies, were ftand-
ing in the lobby. ¢ Don't open the door,” cried they,
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the minifter is there.’—¢ I cannot do otherwife,’ an-
fivered the woman, who immediately obeyed me; and
there 1 faw Danton’s broad face, that of Fabre, and
two or three women of vulgar appearance. The opera
was begun; their eyes were turned upon the ftage; and
Danton was leaning over towards the next box to fpeak
to Dumouricz. 1 perccived them all at one glance,
without being perceived by any bedy in the box, and
pufhing the door to, made a hafty retreat. € Why, indeed,’
faid I to the box-keeper, ¢a certain ci-devant minifter of
Jultice is there, whom 1 would rather leave to enjoy
the fruits of his impeitnence, than expofe myfelf to an
affront: I have nothing to do here.”  On faying this, I
retired, well pleafed upon the whole that Danton’s im-
proper behaviour had {pared me the morusication I
wifbed to avoid of appearing in public with Dumouriez,
whofe feat would have been fo very near to mine. I
afterwards heard that Danton and Fabre conftantly at-
tended him to all the other theatres, where he had the
weaknefs to thew himfelf. As to me, I have never feen
him fince. This thenwas the whole of our connexion
with 2 man, whofe accomplices people were pleafed
to fuppofe us at the time of his treachery. Dumouriez
is ative, vigilant, witty, and brave ; calculated alike for
war and for intrigue.  Of great military talents, he was
the only man in France, in the opinion even of his
jealous competitors, able to command a large army
properly; but he was better fitted by his charatter,
and immorality, to ferve under the old court, than
under the new government. With extenfive views,
and with the fpirit neceflary to purfue them, he is ca-
pable of forming vaft proje&ts, and does not want abi-
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Tities to put them into execution; but his temper is net
equal to his underftanding, and his impatience and his
impetuofity render him indifcreet or precipirate: he is
excellent at deviling a ftratagem; he is incapable of
concealing his purpofe for zny length of time. Du-
meuricz, in fhort, to become the leader of a party,
wanted a cooler head.

I am perfuaded that he did not go to the Belgic pro-
vinces with treacherous intentions: he would have ferved
the republic as he had ferved his king, provided it had
tended to his glory and advantage; but the injudicious
decrees pafied by the convention, the infamous condu®
of its commiffaries, and the blunders of the executive
power, ruining our caule in thet country, and the af-
pect of aflairs threatening a general convulfion, he con-
ceived the idea of giving them a turn, and for want of
temper and prudence bewildered himfelf in his combina-
tions. Dumouricz muft be very amiable in orgies of
his own fex, and agreeable to women of diffolute man-
ners: he appears to have ftill all the fprightlinefs of
youth, and all the gaiety of a lively and free imagina-
tion; but with women of a veferved difpofition there is
fomething formal in hiz politencfs. Ide ufed to di-
vert the king in council by the moft extravagant ftories,
at which his grave colleagues could not help laughing ;
and now and then he feafoned them with truths equally
bold, and well applied. What a difference between
this man, vicious as he is, and Lukner, who at one
time was the only hope of France! He was an old
foldier, little better than a brute, without common fenfe,
and deftitute of chara&er; the mere phantom of a man,
who, by means of his broken French, his fondnefs for
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wine, a few oaths, and a certain air of intrepidity, had
acquired great popularity in the army, among merce-
nary machines, always the dupes of any one who taps
them upon the fhoulder, fpeaks to them with familiarity,
and punithes them from time to time. €O my poor
country I’ faid I next day to Gaulet, who afked me
what | thought of Lukner, € you are undone indeed, if
you are obliged to fend abroad for fuch a being, and
to confide your deftiny to hic hands !

I have no knowledge of tallicks, and Luknet, for
aught I know, might underftand the routine of his pro-
feflion; but I am well affwed that no man can Le a
great general without good fenfe and razionality.

The thing which furprifed me the moft, after my
hufband’s elevation had given me an opportunity of
knowing a great numbcer of perfons, particul.ly of
thofe employed in important affairs, was the univerfal
meannefs of their minds: it furpafles every thing that
can be imagined, and extends to every rank, from the
clerk, who wants nething but fenfe to comprehend a
plain queftion, method to treat it, and a decent fiyle
to draw up a ktter, to the minifter charged with che
governmert, the general at the head of armies, and the
ambaflador employed to negociate. But for that ex-
perience, I never fhould have thought fo poorly of my
fpecies; nor was it till that period that I affumed any
confidence in myfelf: dll then I was as balhful 25 a
boarder in a convent, and thought that peopls who had
more afforance than myfelf, had more abilides alfo.—
I'no longer wonder indeed that I was a favourite : my
friends perceived that I was not without my fhare of
merit, and yet I facrificed my own pretenfiors with

fincerity
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fincerity to the vanity of other people.—In this fcarcity
of men of abilities, the revolution having fucceflively
driven away thofe whofe birth, fortune, education, and
circumftances, had rendered them fuperior to the mafs of
the people by a fomewhat higher degree of cultivation, it
is no wonder if we fell gradually into the hand of the
grofleft ignorance, and moft thameful incapacity. There
arc a great many degrees between de Grave and Bou-
chotte. The former was a little man, whom nature had
made gentle, whofe prejudices infpired him with pride,
and whofe heart perfuaded him to be amiable; but who,
for want of knowing how to reconcile thefe various af-
feQions, at laft became nothing at all. I think I
fee him now, walking upon his heels, with his elbows
turned out, and his head ere@, very often fhewing no-
thing but the whites of his great blue eyes, which he
could not keep open after dinner without the affiftance
of two or three cups of coffce; fpeaking little, as if out
of difcretion, but in reality for fear of expofing him-
felf; and truly anxious about his official concerns, but
diftratted by their multiplicity. The confequence was,
that at laft he abandoned a place for which he felt him-
felf unfic. 1 will fay nothing of Rouchotte; an idiot is
defcribed in three fyllables; but his faults were innu-
merable. Of Servan I have fpoken elfewhere; a brave
{oldicr, an excellent citizen, and a man of information,
‘he poflefled a degree of merit feldom to be met with:
the world would be too happy if there were many men
of that flamp.  Claviere, with wit, and that difagreeable
difpofition common among men, who paffing much of
their time in their clofets, form opinions there, which
they afterwards maintain with obftinacy, was ncither de-
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ficient in knowledge nor philofophy; but financial
habits had in fome meafure narrowed his mind. Pe-
cuniary calculations indeed always fpoil the happicft dif-
pofitions; for it is impoffible for a man not to fet a
high value upon that which conftitutes his daily occu-
pation. A banker may be an able and well-informed
man; but he will never number the difintereltednefs of
Ariftides among his virtues. Clavicre is very laborious,
eafy to be led by thofc who know his weak fide, but in-
fupportable in his commerce with any body who par-
takes of his own obftinacy in difpute; a bad judge of
mankind, of whom he never ftudied but one part, their
underftandings, without attending to their charaéters,
their interefts, and their paffions; timid in the council,
although fometimes violent ; in a word, rather a gnod ad-
miniftrator than an able minifter.

[ never yet could underftand what it was that pro-
moted Duranthon to a place in the adminiftration, un-
lefs indeed it were the idea of the finall abilities neceffary
to fill that of minifter of juftice. Heavy, flothful, vain,
and talkative, timid and confined in his notions, he was
in truth nothing*more than an old woman. Iis repu-
tation for integrity, the fober manners of a decent ad-
vocate, and the age of experience, probably ferved him
as a recommendation ; but he had not even fenfe enough
to make a feafonable retreat, the only one by which he
could have acquired a portion of glery. When [ re-
collet who have been his fucceffors, I am lefs angry
with thofe who judged him worthy of his place; but I
cannot help afking myfelf where we are to feck for men
qualified to hold the reins of government.

Lacofte had the official krowledge, the laborious
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habits, and the infignificance of a clerk. Having been
long employed in the admiralty-office (Bureaux d: la
marine ), he was thought fic to be put at the head of that
department, in which he committed no blunders, But
he was deftitute of the capacity and attivity which ought
to charafterize the adminiftrator of fo confiderable a
branch of the public bufinefs, and his want of them was
expofed by the exigencies of the times. Nothing thort of
the inability of Monge, could have afforded an advan-
tageous object of comparifon for Lacofte.—Beneath the
mafk of a timid countenance, the latter concealed an ir-
ritable difpofition, which in cafe of contradittion, dege-
nerated into the moft ridiculous violence.

Such was the compofition of the miniftry the frft time
that Roland belonged to it.  There prevailed, at firlt, a
great union between the members of the council; and [
verily believe that they were all fincerely attached to the
conftitution, with more or lefs of regard to their own in-
tereft on the part of feveral. They affembled at each
other’s houfes on the days that the council met, and once
a week I had them to dine with me. Some of the mem-
bers of the legiflative body were alfo invited; and the
converfation ufed to turn on the affsirs of the nation, with
the common defire of promoting the public good. This
was a happy time in comparifon of that which followed !

ROLAND’s



( 33 )

ROLAND’s SECOND ADMINISTRATION.

AT the time of the recal of Roland, Claviere, and
Servan, the compofition of the minifttyy was com-
pleted by the appointment of Danton, whom I have
fufficiently depi&ted elfewhere, and by that of Monge
and le Brun; the former to the marine department, the
latter to that of foreign affairs. Nothing is fo diftrefling
as the difficulty of making a choice in circumftances
like thofe of the times in queftion. Every man who had
belonged to the court diretly, or indireétly, was pro-
fcribed by the public opinion ; nor could any thing lefs
than the brilliant proofs of patriotifm given by Servan,
efface that original fin, even fmall as it was in refpet to
him. The perfons employed to make a choice wereill
caculatedtodo fo. New themfelves to public affairs, our
legiflators had not had thofe extenfive connexions which
lead to an acquaintance with a great number of indivi-
duals, and enable 2 man to felet from among them the
perfons fitted for important employs. The committee
was at a lofs on whom to fix, when the idea of Monge,
who was known to Condorcet as a fellow academician,
and of whofe patriotifm feveral others had heard favour-
able mention, prefented itfelf. Monge, a mathematician,
an examiner, fometimes fent to the out-ports, an honeft
citizen, the father of a refpeable family, and a zealous
member of the club of the Luxemburg, was for a mo-
ment put in the fcale with Meunier, his colleague at the
academy, and an officer of engineers; but as the latter
was known to have paid his court to the great, Monge
was preferred.

Part 11, D Good-
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Good-humoured, thick-witted, and inclined to drollery,
Monge was a flone-cutter at Mezieres, where the Abbe
Boffut, perceiving him to have a turn that way, initiated
himin the mathematicks, and encouraged him with fix
livres a week : but when by dint of application he had
got forward in the world, he ceafed to vifit his benefa&or,
whofe equal he was become. Accuftomed to calculate
immutable elements, Monge had no knowledge of man-
kind, or of public affairs: heavy and awkward in his plea-
fantry, whenever he made ap attempt at wit, he recalled
to my 1ecolleCtion the bears kept in the ditches of the
city of Berne, whofe playful tricks, correfponding with
their uncouth form, amufe the paffers by.

The new minifler filled his office with men as little
capable of acting as he was of judging : he took a great
deal of pains without doing any good, and fuffered the
marine to be diforganized at a time when it was the moft
important to keep up, and increafe the eftablifhment.
Juftice, however, ought to be done to his good faith: he
was frightened at the burthen, and wifhed to lay it down;
but the difficulty of finding a better man, procured him
an invitation to remain at his poft. By degrees his fitua-
tion became agreeable, and he fancied he did his duty
as well as it could have been done by any one elfe.
But if he was a bad adminifirator, he was ftill worfe as a
counf=llor, and never occupicd any thing but his chair in
the deliberations of the executive power, always adhering
to the opinion of the moft tiniid, becaufe having none of
his own, he naturally followed that which was moft con-
fermabie to the views of a narrow mind.

When Pache was promoted to the miniftry, he became
the regulator of his friend and admirer Monge, who no
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longer had any opinion of his own, but received that of
Pache asif it had been the infpiration of the divinity. Thus
was he Maratized ; and thus did this man, who would have
been a good creature in his way, become the abetcor of
the moft atrocious and fanguinary do&rines.

Le Brun, employed in the office of foreign affairs,
pafled for 2 man of found underftanding, becaufe he had
never any flights of fancy, and for a man of abilitics, be-
caufe he had been a pretty good clerk.  He was tolerably
well acquainted with the diplomatic chart, and could draw
up a ferfible letter or report. In ordinary times, he would
have been very well ficuated in the department which s
the leaft onerous, and where the bufinefs is the moft
agrecabic to tranfact.  But he had none of that a&ivity
of mind and charater, which it was neceflury to difplay
at the moment he was called to the miniftry. Ill-inform-
ed of what was going on among our neighbours, and
fending to foreign courts men, who, although not defttute
of merit, had none of thofe qualities which ferve as a re-
commendation, and who could hardly penetrate further
than the anti-chambers of the great; he neither employed
the kind of intrigue, by which occupation might have
been given at home to thofe who withed to attack us,
nor the kind of grandcur with which a powerful flate
fhould inveft its acknowledged agents to procure itfelf
refpet—* What are you about?” faid Roland fome-
times. ¢ In your place, I would have put all Europe in
motion, and have affured peace to France, without the
afliftance of arms; I would take care to know what is going
on in every cabinet, and exert my influence there.” Le Brun
was never in hafte; and now, in Auguft 1793, Semonville,
who ought to have been at Conftantinople cight months
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ago; has juft been intercepted in his way through Switzer-
land. The laft choice of Le Brun will ferve to charac-
terize him completely, without my adding another trait.
He has appointed Grouvelle, the fecretary to the coun-
cil, of whom in that quality I fhould already have
fpoken, minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Den-
mark,

Grouvelle, a pupil of Cerutti, of whom he learned
nothing but to conftruct affected phrafes, which contain
the whole of his philofophy; narrow-minded, frigid,
and vain, the laft editor of the. Feuille Villageoife, be-
come as infipid as himfelf; Grouvelle had been can-
didate for 1 know not what place in the minitry, and
was appointed fecretary to the counzil on the tenth of
Augutt, in exccution of a conftitutional law, againft the
difregard of which Roland had remonftrated fo warmly,
that the king had at laft determined ro attend to it.
Roland was in hopes that the keeping of a regular re-
gifter, in which the deliberations might be enteted, would
give to the proceedings of the council a more ferious,
and more ufcful turn: he perceived befides, that it would
afford to men of a firm charadler an opportunity of au-
thenticating their opinions, and of fecuring a teftimony
fometimes ufeful to hiftory, aid always to their own jufti-
fication. But the beft inftitutions are only advantageous
when in the hands of thofe incapable of perverting them.
Grouvelle did not know how to take minutes of the pro-
ceedings, and the minifters, for the moft parz, cared lindle
whether there remained or not any traces of their opinion.
The fecretary never was able to draw up more than a
fummary of the refolutions taken, without dedu@ion of
any motives, or mention of any oppofition; nor could

Roland
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Roland ever find means to get his objections inferted,
even when he formally refifted the determinations of the
council. Grouvelle conftantly interfered in the difcuffion,
and by his punttilious manner contributed not a little to
render it difficult: atlength Roland, out of patience, ob-
ferved to him that he did not recollet his charalter.
—<What, am I nothing but an ink-horn!" exclaimed
angrily the important fecretary. - - - ¢ You ought to be
nothing elfe here,’ replied the fevere Roland ; ¢every time
you interfere in the debate, you forget your duty, which
is to take it down; and this is the reafon why you have
only time to make a little infignificant ftatement upon a
loofe {heet of paper, which, when entered in the regifter,
gives not the fmalleft idea of the operations ofgovernment ;
whereas the regifter of the council ought to ferve as archives
to the executive power.’ - - - Grouvelle incenfed, neither
improved, nor altered his method ; bur it is eafy to fee
that it was good enough for fuch men as I have deferibed
above. The falary of his place was twenty thoufand livres
(£.833), to which he thought it would be convenient to
add an apartment in the Louvre, fpacious enough to lodge
himfelf and his clerks, and made his reprefcntation to the
minifter of the home department accordingly. It re-
quires but a flight knowledge of Roland’s charalter to
conceive the indignation with which he received this
propofal, and the vigour with which he repelled it
¢ Clerks ! for bufinefs that I could tranfa&t myfelf in a few
hours, and better than you if 1 were in your place,’
faid he to Grouvelle, ¢ I defire that you will take a copyift
to fave you the trouble of delivering fuch copies or ex-
tralts of the proceedings as you may be called upon
to furnith; but twenty thoufand livres are quite fufficient

D3 to
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to pay his falary, and to find a lodging for him as well as
for yourfelf: the fum is even extravagaat, in a free govern-
ment, for the place you occupy.

Grouvelle certainly has a right not to be fond of Roland,
and I believe he exercifes it to its full extent.

As to me, I felt, in the moft lively manner, that his ri-
diculous pretenfions were intolerable.—I'hefe men, made
up of vanity, whofe wit is but a jargon, whofe philofophy
is pitiable oftentation, and whofe fentiments are recollec-
tions, appear to me a kind of eunuchs, in a moral fenfe,
whom I defpife and deteft more cordially than fome wo-
men hate and difdain the other fort.  Such, however, is
the minifter of a great nation at a foreign court, of which
it is of confequence to preferve the efteem, and fecure the
neutrality. I am unacquainted with the fecret of his ap-
pointment; but I would wager that Grouvelle, half-dead
with fear, on feeing the difaftrous pofition of public affairs,
requefted le Brun to get him fent out of France in any
fhape whatever; and that le Brun, in quality of minitter,
made him ambaffador, as he would have made hima tra-
velling clerk, ifhe himfelf had been a merchant. Itisan
arrangement between individual and individual, in which
the republic is no otherwiie concerned than in conferring
the title, and advantages attached to it, and in receiving
the injury that may arifc from being fo badly reprefented.

The choice of an envoy to the United States was con-
dutted with more wifdom; and affords a new argument
in favour of Briffot, againft whom the thare he had initis
brought forwardas a crime. Bonne-Carrere having been
pitched upon, ! know not at what period, Briffot obferved
to fome members of the council, that it was of confequence
to the maintenance of our good underftanding with the
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United States, as well as to the glory of our infant repub-
lic, to fend to America a man whofe charaéter and man-
ners might pleafe the Americans. In that refpet, Bonne-
Carrere was not a fuitable perfon : an amiable libertine of
the fafhionzble world, and a gamefter, whatever might be
his talents and abilities, was very unfit to play the grave and
decent part becoming a minifter refident with that tranf-
atlantic nation.

Briffot was attuated by no perfonal intereft ; he was the
Iaft man in the world to be o influenced: he mentioned
Geneft, who was juft returned from a refidence of five
years in Ruffia, and who, befides his being already con-
verfant with diplomatic afiairs, poffeffed all the moral.
virtues, and all the informetion which could render him
agreeable to a ferious people.

This propofal was a wife one, it was fupported by every
poflible confideration, and Geneft was preferred. I this
indeed be an intrigue, lct us pray that all intriguers may
refemble Briffot. 1 faw Geneft, I defired to fee him again,
and I fhould always be pleafed with his company. His
Jjudgment is folid, his mind enlightened: he has as much
amenity as decency of manners; his converfation is inftruc-
tive and agreeable, and equally free from pedantry and
from affeQation: gentlenefs, propricty, grace, and reafon,
conftitute his charalter; and with all this merit he unites
the advantage of fpeaking Englith wich fluency. Let the
ignorant Robefpierre,and the extravagant Chabot, declim
againft fuch a man, by calling him the friend of Briffoc;
let them procure by their clamours the recal of the one,
and the trial of the other, they will only add to the proofs
of their own villany and ftupidity, without hurting the
fame of thofe whom they may deprive of exiftence.

D During
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During the fecond adminiftration of Roland, as well as
during the firft, I determined with myfelf to receive no
female, and this was a rule to which I fcrupuloufly ad-
hered. My circle was never very extenfive, and never
did the greater partof it confift of my own fex. Befides
my nearet relations, I faw nobody but the perfons whofe
congenial tafte and ftudies made them interefting to my
hufband. I was fenfible that while he was in the miniftry,
I fhould expofe myfelf to very troublefome company,
which might even be attended with danger. It appeared
to me that Madame Pétion’s conduét at the Mairie (the
refidence of the mayor ) was highly prudent; and I deemed
it as laudable to follow, as to fet, 2 good example. I had
then neither circle nor vifits: this in the firft place was a
faving of time, an ineftimable advantage to thofe who
have the means of turning it to any account. Twice a
week only [ gave a dinner:—once to my hufband’s col-
leagues, with a few members of the Affembly; and once
to a mixed company, compofed either of national repre~
fentatives, of firlt clerks in the public offices, or of fuch
other perfons as took a part in politics, or were concerned
in the bufinefs of the ftate. Tafte and neatnefs prefided
at my table, but profufion and the luxury of ornaments
were equally unknown: every one was there at his eafe,
without devoting much time to conviviality, becaufe I
gave only a fingle courfe, and relinquithed to nobody the
care of doing the honours of the table. The ufual num-
ber of guefts was fifteen; it feldom exceeded eighteen; and
once only amounted to twenty. Such were the repafts,
which popular orators, at the tribune of the Jacobins, con-
verted into fumptucus entertainments, where, like another
Circe, I corrupted all thofe who had the misfortune to
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partake of the banquet. After dinner, we converfed for
fome time in the drawing room, and then every one took
leave. We fat down to table about five ; at nine not a crea-
ture remained ; and yet this was the court, of which they
made me the queen, and here, with the doors wide open,
we entered into our dark and dangerous confpiracies.
The other days confined to our family party, my huf-
band and myfelf generally fat down to table alone; for the
tranfattion of the public bufinefs delaying our dinner to
a very late hour, my daughter dined with her governefs
in her own room. Thofc, who faw me at that time, will
bear witnels in my favour, whenever the voice of truth
can make itfelf heard: 1 fhall then perhaps be no more;
but I fhall go out of this world with the perfuafion, that
the memory of my perfecutors will be loft in maledictions,
while my name will fometimes be recolleéted with a figh.
Among the perfons whom I was in the habit of receiv-
ing, and of whom I have already defcribed the moft re-
markable, Paine deferves to be mentioned. Declared a
French citizen, as one of thofe celebrated foreigners,
whom the nation was naturally defirous of adopting, he was
known by writings which had been ufeful in the American
revolution, and which might have contributed to produce
one in England. I fhall not, however, take upon me to
pronounce an abfolute judgment upon his charatter, be-
caufe he underftood French without fpeaking it, and be-
caufe that being nearly my cafe in regard to Englith, I
was lefs able to converfe with him than to liften to his con-
verfation with thofe whofe political fkill was greater than
my own.
The boldnefs of his conceptions, the ariginality of his
ftyle, and the ftriking truths which he throws with defi-
ance
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ance into the midft of thofe whom they offend, 'h:xvc ne-
ceflurily attraed great attention; but I tkink him better
fitred to fow the feeds of popular commation, than to lay
the foundation or prepare the form of a government.
Paine throws light upon 2 revoluticn better than he
concurs in the making of a conflitution.  He takes up,
and eftablifhes thofe great principies, of which the expo-
fition ftrikes every eye, gains the applaufe of a club, or
excites the enthufiafm of a tavern; but for cool difcuffion
ina committee, or the regular labours of a legiflator, I
conceive David Williams infinitely more proper than he.
Williams, made a French citizen alfo, was not chofen a
member of the Convention, in which he would have been
of more ufe ; but he was invited by the government to re-
pair to Paris, where he pafied feveral months, and frequent-
Iy conferred with the moft alive reprefentatives of the
nation. A deep thinker, and a real friend to mankind, he
appeared to me to combine their means of happinefs, as
well as Paine feels and defcribes the abufes which confti-
ute their mifery. I faw him, from the very firft time he
was prefent at the fittings of the affembly, uncafy at the
diforder of the debates, afflicted at the influence exercifed
by the galleries, and in doubt whether it were poffible for
fuch men, in fuch circumftances, ever to decree a rational
conftitution. 1 think that the kaowledge which he then
acquired of what we were already, atttached him more
ftrongly to his country, to which he was impatient to return,
How is it pefiible, faid he, for men to debate a qu:ftion,
who 2re incapable of liftening to each other ? Your na-
tion does not even take pains to preferve that external
decency, which is of fo much confequence in public af-
femblies: a giddy manner, careleflne$s, and a flovenly
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perfon, are no recommendations to a legiflator; nor is any
thing indifferent which paffesin public, and of which the
effe@ is repeated every day.~—Good heaven! what would
he fay now, if he were to fec our fenators dreft, fincc the
311t of May, like watermen, inlong trowfers, a jacketand
a cap, with the bofom of their fhirts open, and fiwearing
and gefticulating like drunken fans-culottes? He would
think it perfeftly natural for the people to treat them like
their lackeys, and for the whole nation, debafed by its ex-
cefles, to crouch beneath the rod of the firft defpot who
fhall find means to reduce it to fubjeCtion.—Williams is
equally fic to fill a place in the parliament, or the fenate,
and will carry with him true dignity wherever he goes.
By what fally of imagination is Vandermonde prefent
to mine? Never did I fee eyes fo falfe, more truly ex-
prefs the turn of mind of the perfon to whom they belong.
One would fuppofe that this man has had s cut into two
equal parts; with one he is capable of beginning 2ny kind
of reafoning ; but it is impofTible for him with the other
to purfue an argument, or to draw from the whole a rea-
fonable conclufion. What a poor figure does feience
make in a head o badly organized! Accordingly Van-
dermonde, an academician by the way, the friend of Pache
and of Monge, boafted of ferving the latter as a counfellor,
and of being called his wife. Speaking to e one day of
.thc cordcliers (to which fet he confeffed himfelf to belong),
In cppofition to the perfons who confidered themn as mad-
men, ¢ We," faid he, ¢ defire order by reafon, and you are of
the party that defires it by force.” After fuch a defini-
tion I have nothing further to fay of this man’s wayward
wrn of mind.  But fince I have been fpeaking of an aca-
demician, I muft fay a word or two of Cendorcet, whofe

mind
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mind will ever foar to the fublimeft truths, but whofe
charater will ever be on a level with the bafe fentiment
of fear, It may be faid of his underftanding, in relation
to his perfon, that it is a fine liquor imbibed by cotton.
Never will the faying of, a ftrong mind in a fecble body,
be applied to him : his heart is as weak as his conftitution.
The timidity which chara&erizes him, and which he car-
ries into company in his face and attitude, is not only a
defect in his temperament, but feems to be a vice inherent
in his foul, which all his philofophy cannot overcome.—
Hence it was, that after having ably eftablithed 2 principle,
or demonftrated a truth, he voted in the Affembly con-
trary to his own opinion, when obliged to ftand up in pre-
fence of the thundering galleries, armed with injurious
words, and prodigal of threats, He was very well in his
place of Secretary to the Academy: fuch men may write,
but ought never to be aflively employed. Itisevena
fortunate circumftance when they canbe made of any ufe,
for moft timid men are abfolutely good for nothing. Look
at thofe poltroons of the Aflembly, pouring forth their la-
mentations in the fenate: if they had had fortitude enough
to procure their own arreftation, by protefting againft thar
of the twenty-two, ncbody would have dared to hurt a hair
ofthe head of two or three hundred reprefentatives of the
people; the republic would have been faved, and the de-
partments would not have relapfed into fubmiffion, The
people acquiefced in the lofs of twenty men, but an affem-
bly, of which one-half fhould have retired, would never
have been confidered as the national convention,

PUBLIC



( 45 )

PUBLIC SPIRIT.

WuaT was the Office for Public Spirit, which has been
obje&ted ro Roland as fo great a crime ?—I am tempted
to repeat this queftion to the very perfons who afk it; for
I can conceive nothing fo chimerical as that name.

Roland, reftored to the miniftry after the 10th of Au-
guft, thought that nothing was more urgent than to
diffufe the fame fpirit throughout the public admini-
ftration, that every thing proceeding in an uniform
courfe, the fuccefs of the revolution might be affured : he
therefore addrefied to all the adminiftrative bodies a cir-
cular letter, tending that way, which did not fail to produce
a favourable effe®. The Legiflative Affembly felt the
neceflity of feconding it; and for want of a body of Public
Inftruction, which was not yet organized, determined that
an hundred thoufand livres (£.4167) fhould be left to the
difpofal of the minifter of the home department, for the
purpofe of difperfing fuch ufeful writings as he might
think fit,

Roland, rigid in his economy, made it his bufinefs to
lay out this money to the beft advantage : availing himfelf
of the public papers, then in the higheft eftimation, he
ordered them to be forwarded gratis to the popular focie-
ties, to the parifh priefts, and to fuch zealous individuals
as appeared defirous of contributing to the welfare of the
fate.  Some of thofe focieties, and feveral of thofe indi-
viduals, feeing that the government interefted itfelf in their
inflruftion, took courage, and now ard then wrote to the
minifter, to requeft works which the Convention had or-
dered to be printed, and which they had not received.
The minifter, defirous of fatisfying them, affigned to one
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of his offices the care of anfwering thefe letters, and of
forwarding the publications defired. In this alone conlift
all the mighty machinations which have made fo much
noife, and which were nothing more than the mere execu-
tion of duties impofed by a decree. Roland was fo careful of
expence, that at the end of fix months he had only difburfed
about thirty-four thoufand livres, out of the hundred thou-
fand of which he was free to difpofe; and of thefe he de-
livered an exact account, together with a lift of the works
diftributed or acquired. But as in confequence of the
nature of his place, and of the circumftances in which he
found himfelf, he fometimes drew up inftructions, which
he difperfed in the fame way ; and as his writings in general
breathed nothing but philofophy and a love of his fellow-
creatures, fears were entertained left the perfonal confider-
ation that might refult from thence fhould render him too
powerful.

It only followed that he infpired great confidence, which,
by facilitating adminiftrative operations, was produive of
confiderable advantage; but fuppofing it neceffary to pre-
vent his acquiring too much eftcem, and too great an
afcendancy, there was nothing to do but to repeal the
decree, and to forbid his forwarding any thing which did
not neceffarily belong to his correfpondence with the ad-
miniftrative bodies. It was not however any 1egard to the
public weal, but jealoufy of the individual, which raifed
fuch a fermentation in men’s minds ; and accordingly they
began to fet up an outcry, and to accufe and denounce
him in 2 vague manner, without pointing out the objed of
their complaint, for if he could have imagined what it was,
he would have been the firft to apply a remedy to the evil
apprehended.  Inftead of doing that, he thcught only of
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defending himfelf, at firft by continuing to do his duty,
and afterwards by explaining his conduét, and refuting his
calumniators. His triumphant anfwers aggravated envy;
he was no longer mentioned but as a public enemy; and
a real ftruggle took place between the courageous func-
tionary, who remained at the helm in fpite of the tempett,
and the jealous deceivers or deceived, who endeavoured
to bury him beneath the waves. He ftood firm, as long
as he hoped it could anfwer any purpofe, but the weaknefs
and infufficiency of the party of fages having been demon-
ftrated on an important occafion, ke retired.

His enemies dreaded his accounts ; and prevented not
only their examination, but the report of them from being
made to the Affembly. The calumniators, when once a-
foot, thought only of juftifying their falfe afperfions by the
ruin of the man who had been the object of them; hence
their redoubled cfforts, their open perfecution dire@ed
even againft me; and in the want of well-founded reafons,
the accufation fo often repeated of corrupting the public
Jpirit, and of an office eftablithed for thar purpofe, with
my pretend-d fhare in the delinquency; and all without
citing a faf?, a writing, or even a reprehenfible phrafe,—
And yet Roland’s glory, in future times, will in part be at-
tached to the able and inftru&tive produions of his pen !

MY
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MY SECOND ARRESTATION.

Sainte-Pelagie, Auguft 20.

T ue twenty-fourth day of my confinement in the Abbey
was beginning to pafs away: the period of that confine-
ment had been employed in ftudy and literary labours,
principally in writing memoirs, of which the compofition
muft have born marks of the excellent difpofition of mind
I was in. The infurretion of the 31ft of May, and the
outrages of the 2d of June, had filled me with indignation;
but I was perfuaded that the departments would not look
on them with an eye of fatisfaétion, and that theit reclama-
tions, fupported by the neceflary meafures, would make
the good caufe triumphant. Little did I care, while in-
dulging this hope, whether in fome critical moment, or
in the ftruggle of expiring tyranny, I fell a vitim to pri-
vate hatred, or to the rage of fome furious madman. The
fuccefs of my friends, and the triumph of true republicans,
confoled me for every thing before-hand: I could have
undergone the execution of an unjuft fentence, or have
fuccumbed beneath fome unforcfeen atrocity, with the
calmnefs, the pride, and evea the joy of innocence, which
defFifes death, and knows that its wrongs will be revenged.
—Here I cannot help once more exprefling my regret for
the lofs of thofe Memoirs, which deferibed fo well the facts
that had come to my knowledge, the perfons bywhomI had
been furrounded, and the fentiments I had experienced in
the varying fucceffion of events. I am informed that fome
of them have efcaped deftrusfion; but they only contain
the particulars of my firft arreftation. The day will come
perhaps when the union of thefe fragments will afford to
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fome friendly hand the means of exhibiting the truth in
more glowing colours.

The publication of a grofs falfchood, and the loud
bawling of the hawkers under my window, while announc-
ing one of the numbers of Pere Duchefie, a filthy print with
which Febert, fubftitute of the Commons of Paris, every
morning poifons the ignorant populace, who drink ca-
lumny like water, perfuaded me that fome new atrocity was
in agitation. This paper pretended that its author had paid
me 2 vifit in the Abbey, and that having obtained my
confidence by afluming the appearance of one of the Ven-
dean banditti, he had brought me to confefs the connex-
ions of Roland and the Briflotines with the rebels of that
department and the Englith government. In this ridicu-
Jous ftory, interfperfed with the ufual ornaments of ftyle of
Pere Duchefne, phyfical and moral probabilities were dif-
regarded alike; I was not only transformed into the
abettor of a counter-revolution, but into an old toothlefs
hag, and was exhorted to weep for my fins till the
time fhould come of expiating them on the fcaffold. The
hawkers, in confequence no doubst of their inftrutions, did
not leave the vicinity of my refidence for a moment, but
accompanied their proclamation of Pere Duchefire’s Great
Vijit with the mott fanguinary advice to the people of the
market. I took up my pen, and wrote a few lines to that
cowardly Garat, who thinks himfclf a fage, becaufe he is
atuated by no paffion but fear, which makes him pay his
court to whatever party chances to be uppermoft, without
the leaft regard to juftice. I pointed out to him the in-
famy of an adminilttation which expofe innocence, already
opprefied, to the laft outrages of a blind and furious prpu-
lace. 1 cerrainly had no hope of converting him; but I
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fent him my farewell to prey like a vulture upon his heart.
About the fame time, a young woman, who has no great
talents’ to boaft of, but who combines the graces of her
fex with that fenfibility which is its principal merit, and
its greateft charm, found means to make her way into my
prifon. How was I aftonifhed to fee her fweet counte-
nance, and to feel myfelf prefled to her bofom, and bathed
in her tears! I took her for an angel; and an angel fhe
was, for fhe is good and handfome, and had done her beft
to bring me news of my friends : fhe alfo furnifhed me with
the means of informing them of my fituation. This alle-
viation of my captivity had contributed to make me forget
it, when at noon, on the 24th of June, the gaoler’s wife
came and begged me to ftep into her apartment,
where an adminiftrator was waiting to fee me —I was in
pain, and a-bed—I rofe, and followed her into her room,
where aman was walking up and down, andanother writing,
without either of them appearing to perceive my arrival.—
€Am I the perfon, gentlemen, whom you atked for ?’—
¢ You are Citizennefs Roland »—¢ Yes, that is my name.’
—*“Be good enough to fit down.’—And the one continued
to write, and the other to walk about.—I was endeavour-
ing in vain to divinewhat this comedy might mean, when the
writer deigned to addrefs me—* I am come,’ faid he, “to
fet youat liberty.’—I know not how it was, butl fele myfelf
very little affected by this information.—¢ W hy, indeed,’
anfwered I, it is very right to remove me from this place;
but thatis not all ; I with to return home, and the door of
my apartment is fealed up.’—¢ The adminiftration will
have it opened in the courfe of the day; Iam writing for
an order, becaufe I am the only adminiftrzor here,and two
fignatures are neceffary for the gaoler’s difcharge.’— He
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rofe, delivered his meflage, and returned to fpeak to
me, with the air of a man defirous of infpiring confidence.
~—¢ Do you know,’ faid he all on a fudden, and as if without
defign, ¢ where M. Roland isat prefent?”—1I fmiled at the
queftion, obferved that itwas not candid enough to deferve
an anfwer; and, as the converfation grew tirefome, retired
to my room to prepare for my departure. My firft idea
was to dine quictly, and not to remove till towards the
evening; but, upon further refletion, I thought it a folly
to remain in a prifon when it was in my power to get out.
Befides, the gaoler came to know if I was getting ready,
and I plainly faw thathe was impatient to turn me out of
my lodgings. Itwasalittle clofet, rendered very uncom-
fortable by the dirtinefs of the walls, the clofenefs of the
grates, and the neighbourhood of a pile of wood, where all
the animals belonging to the houfe depofited their ordure ;
but as it could contain only one bed, and as the prifoner
confequently had the advantage of being alone, the ho-
nour of inhabiting it was generally conferred upon a new
comer, or upon an individual defirous of folitude. Lavac-
querie (the gaoler), who had never feen it occupied by any
body fo contented as I, and who ufed to admire the plea-
fure I took in arranging my books and my flowers, told
me, that in future he thould call it the pavilion of Flora.
I was ignorant thit at that very moment he intended it for
Briffot, whom I did not even fuppofe to be my neighbour ;
and that foonafter, it would be inhabited by a heroine, wor-
thy of a better age, the celebrated Charlotte Corday. My
poor maid, who was juft come to fee me, wept for joy while
packing up my things ; the order for fetting me at liberty,
founded upon nothing appearing againft me, was thewn to
me; I fertled my accounts, and diftributed my little favours

E2 to



( 52)

to the poor, and to the fervants belonging to the prifon ;
and in my way out met the prince of Linanges, onc of the
hoftages, who congratulated me in obliging terms upon my
enlargement. I anfwered, ¢ That I fhould be happy to pay
him the fame compliment, as it would be a pledge of the
releafe of our commiffioners, and of the return of peace
to my country;’ then, fending for a hackney-coach, I
walked down flairs, much furprifed at finding that the
adminiftrator had not yet left the prifon, and at his coming
to the door to fee me into the carriage.

Driving home with the intention of leaving a few
things there, and of proceeding immediatcly after to the
houfe of the worthy people, who have adopted my daugh-
ter, I quitted the hackney-coach with that allivity which
never allowed me to get out of a carriage without jump-
ing, paffed under the gate-way as if upon wings, and faid
cheerfully to the porter as I went by, ¢ Good morrow, La-
marre.”  Scarcely, however, had I got up four or five
ftairs, when two men, who fome how or other had kept
clofe at my heels, called out ¢ Citizennefs Roland !"——
‘ What do you want?’ faid I, turning about.—*¢ In the
name of the law, we arreft you.” Thofe who know what
it is to feel, will eafily conceive all that I experienced at
that moment. I defired the order to be read to me; and
coming to a refolution immediately, ftepped down flairs,
and walked haftily acrofs the yard.—¢Where are you
going ’—*To my landlord’s, where T have bufinefs;
follow me thither.’~The miftrefs of the houfe opened
the door with a fmile.—¢ Let me fit down and breathe,’
faid I, ¢ but do not rejoice at my being fet at liberty : itis
nothing but a cruel artifice: I am no fooner releafed from
the Abbey, than I am ordered to be confined at Sainte-
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Pelagie. As I am not ignorant of the refolutions lately
entered into by my feCtion, I am determined to put my-
felf under its prote&ion, and will beg you to fend thither
accordingly.’——Her fon immediately offered to go with
all the warmth and indignation of an honeft young
man *. Two commiffioners from the fetion came;
defired to fee the order; and made a formal op-
pofition; but they afterwards begzed me to accom-
pany them to the refidence of the mayor, where they
were going to give notice of it, and to aflign their rea-
fons. With this requeft I could not refufe to comply.
After employing the intermediate time in writing notes
to my friends to inform them of my new deftination, 1
took leave of a family which this fcene had affelted wich
terror and furprife, and was conduéted to the mayor’s.
There I was put into a little anti-chamber with the infpec-
tors charged to take care of my perfon, while the commif
fioners proceeded to the office of the adminiftrators of
the police. The debate began, continued for fome time,
and grew warm. Ill at my cafe, and diffatisfied with the
place I was in, I afked myfeif by what fatality innocence
was obliged to play the part of a criminal, expelting
Jjudgment, and to remain in the mean time expofed to the
inquifitive eyes of every body who came into the anti-
chamber. At length, out of all patience, I rofe, and
opened the door of the office.—¢ There can certainly,
Gentlemen, be no harm in my being prefent at a difcuf-
fion of which I am the fubje&t.’—* Get yougone,’ cried
a litle man, whom I recognized as the very Louvet that
had examined me fo aukwardly at the Abbey—¢ Buc,

* Hewas dragped to the fcaffold on this account, and his father
died of grief.

E3 Gentlemen,



( 5¢)

Gentlemen, 1 have no intention to commit any ad of
violence, I am not prepared for that; I do noteven afk
to be heard ; 1 only defire to be prefent.’—Get you gones
get you gone.—Gendarmes, come here!’—Any onc would
have fuppofed that the office was beficged, becaufe 2
woman of common fenfe withed to hear what they were
faying of her. It was however neceflary to withdraw,
that I might not be carried away by force. Soon after
I perceived them making figns, running backwards and
forwards, and fending for a coach; and at latt an infpec-
tor of the police came and begged me to follow him. I
turned round to the door of the office, and fet it wide
open.—* Commiffioners of the fetion of Beaurepaire, 1
give you notice that they are taking me away.’'—<We
cannot help it; bat the fection will not forget you; it
will take care that you be examined.”—After having been
fet at liberty at one o’clock, becaufe notbing appeared
againft me, 1 thould be glad to know how I could become
a fufpested perfom, in my way home from the Abbey, and
thus give caufe for 2 new detention.— Joubert, another
adminiftrator, as violent as Louvet, and ftill more awk-
ward and ftupid than he, addreffing me in a magifterial
tone, confeflfed that my firft arreft was illegal, and
that it had been neceffary to enlarge me, that I might
afterwards be taken into cuftody according to the terms
of the law. This opened me a fine ficld; and I was
going to avail myfelf of it; but tyrants, even when they
fuffer the truth to efcape them, cannot bear to hear it
from the lips of others; noife and anger left no room for
reafon; I quitted the company, and was conveyed to
Sainte- Pelagie.
The name of this houfe, which, under the old govern-
8 ment,
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ment, was inhabited by nuns, kecpets of thofe female vic-
tims of Leitres-de-cachet, whofe condu® was fuppofed to
be immoral, added to its lonely fituation in 2 remote
quarter of the town, inhabited by what may truly be
called populace, and but too well known on account of
the ferocious Ipirit which difplayed itfelf there in the
month of September, by the maffacre of fo many priefts;
all this did not prefent my new afylum to my eyes ina
confolatory point of view.

While 2 note was taking of my entry, a man of a
finifter countenance opened my bundle, and began to
examine it with particular curiofity. I perceived it at the
moment when he laid upon the gaoler’s defk fome newf-
papers which it contained.  Surprifed and offended at a
bebaviour only authorized in cafes of fecret confinement,
I obferved that it by no means became a man to examine
2 woman's night clothes in fo indecent a manner. He
was accordingly ordered to let them alone; but he was
the turnkey of the cotridor in which I lodged ; and twice a
day I was doomed to fee his horrible countenance. I
was afked if I chofe 2 room with one or two beds —*I am
alone, and want no company.’—*But the room will be tao
fmall.’—¢ Ic is all the fame to me.’~Upon enquiry, it
was found that they were all full, and I was condufed
to adouble-bedded room, fix feet wide by twelve feet long,
fo that with the two Jitsle tables, and the two chairs, there
was hardly any fpace to fpare. I was then informed that
I muft pay the firft month’s lodging in advance; fifceen
livres for one bed; twice as much for the two. As}k
wanted only one, and fhould have taken it in a room
which contained no more, I paid only fifteen livres. ¢ But
there is no water-bottle, or other vefiel ’—¢ You muft
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buy them,’ faid the fame officious perfonage, very ready
to make a tender of fervices, of which it was eafy to
perceive the interefted motive. To thefe acquifitions I
added an ink-ftand, paper and pens, and eftablithed my-
felf in my new apartment.

The miftrefs of the houfe coming to vifit me, I made
enquiry concerning my rights and the cuftoms of the
place, and was told chat the ftate allowed nothing to the
prifoners.— IJow then do they live 2’—¢ They receive 2
plate of kidney-beans only, and a pound and half of bread
per day; but you would not be able to eat cither one or
the other”’—¢] can eafily belicve that they are not like
what I have been accuftomed to ; but I with to know what
belongs to every fituation, and will make a trial.’—J made
a trial accordingly ; but, either the ftate of my ftomach, or
want of exercife, made me reject the prifon diet; and I
was obliged to have recourfe to Madame Bouchaud's
kitchen. She had made an offer of boarding me, which
Taccepted ; and I found her fare both falubrious, and
economical, in comparifon of what 1 might have fent for
from the cook’s fhop, at an immenfe diftance, and in a
defolate quarter of the town. A mutton chop, and a
few fpoonfuls of vegetables for dinner, a fallad for fupper,
never any defert, and nothing but bread and water for
breakfaft ; fuch were the dithes I ordered, and fuch was
the fare I had been accuftomed to at the Abbey. I
mention it here, by way of oppufing this manner of
liviag, to the complaints foon after made by the feion
of the obfervatory, of my expences at Sainte Palagie,
where it was faid, that I was endeavouring to corrupt
the gaoler by giving treats to his family: hence great in-
dignation among the Sans-culottes, and a propofal from
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fome of them to difpatch me to the other world. This
accords well with the clamours of thofe women, who pre-
tend that by drefling themfelves up in fine clothes, they
got admiffion into the circles of old countefles, at which
I prefided, in the Hotel of the home department, and with
the articles of the journal of the Mountain, which inferts
letters written to mc by refractory priefts.

O Danton! thus it is that you diret the knife of the
affaffin againft your vitims. Strike! one more will add
little to the caralogue of your crimes; but their multi-
plicity cannot cover your wickednefs, nor fave you from
infamy.  As cruel as Marius, and more terrible than Ca-
taline, you furpafs their mifdeeds, without poflefling their
great qualities ; and kiftory will vomit forth your name
with horror, when relating the carnage of the firft
days of September, and the diffolution of the focial body
in confequence of the events that took place on the
fecond of June.,

My courage did not fink under the new misfortunes 1
experienced; but the refinement of cruelty with which
they had given me a foretafte of liberty, only to load me
with frefh chains, and the barbarous care with which they
took advantage of a decree, by applying to me a falfe
defignation, as the way of legalizing an arbitrary arreft,
fired me with indignation, Feeling myfelf in that dif-
pofition of mind when every impreffion becomes ftronger,
and its effe® more prejudicial to health, I went to bed;
but as I could not fleep, it was impofible to avoid think-
ing. This violent ftate, however, never lafts long with
me. Being accuftomed to govern my mind, I felt the
want of felf-poffeffion, and thought myfelf a fool for af-
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fording a triumph to my perfecutors, by fuffering theit
injuftice to break my fpiri. They were only bringing
freth odium on themfelves, without making much altera-
tion in the fituation I had already found means fo well to
fupport: had I not books and leifure here as well as at
the Abbey ? I began indeed to be quite angry with my-
felf for having allowed my peace of mind to be difturbed,
and no longer thought of any thing, but of enjoying ex-
iftence, and of employing my faculties with that inde-
pendence of fpirit which a ftrong mind preferves in the
midft of fetters, and which thus difappoints its moft de-
termined enemies. As I felt that it was neceffary to
vary my occupations, I bought crayons, and took up
my drawing again, which I had laid afide for 2 long while.
Fortitude does not confift folely in rifing fuperior to cir-
cumftances by an cffort of the mind, but in maintaining
that clevation by fuitable conduct and care. Whenever
unfortunate or irritating events take me by furprife, I am
not content with calling up the maxims of philofophy to
fupport my courage; but I provide agreeable amufe-
ments for my mind, and do not neglect the health-preferv-
ing art to keep myfelf in a juft equilibrium. I laid out
my days then with 2 certain fort of regularity. In the
morning I ftudied the Englith language in Shaftefbury’s
Effay on Virtue, and in the verfes of Thomfon. The
found metaphyficks of the one, and the enchanting de-
feriptions of the other, tranfported me by turns to the intel-
letual regions, and to the midft of the moft touching
fcenesof nature.  Shaftefbury’s reafon gave new ftrength to
mine, and his thoughts invited meditation; while Thom-
fon’s fenfibility, and his delightful and fublime pictures,

went
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went to my heart, and charmed my imagination. I afcer-
wards fat down to my drawing till dinner time. Hav-
ing been fo long without handling the pencil, I could not
expect to acquit myfelf with much fkill; but we always
preferve the power of repeating with pleafure, and of
attempting with facility, whatever in our youth we have
praftifed with fuccefs. Accordingly, the ftudy of the fine
arts, confideredas a part of the education of young women,
ought, in my opinion, to be lefs direfted towards the ac-
quifition of diftinguifhed talents, than to the infpiring of
them with the love of employment, to the making them
contra®t a habit of application, and to the multiplying
of their means of amufement;; for it is thus that we efcape
from that emnui which is the moft cruel difeafe of man in
fociety ; and thus it is that we avoid the quickfands of
vice, and feduions that are ftill more to be feared than
vice itfelf.

I will not then make my daughter a profeffor (ume
wirtugfe): 1 fhall ever remember that my mother was
afraid of my becoming too great a mufician, or of my
devoting myfelf entirely to painting, becaufe fhe defired,
above all things, that I fhould be fond of the duties of
my fex, and learn to be a good houfewife, in cafe of my
becoming the mother of a family. My Eudora then
fhall learn to accompany herfelf in a pleafing manner on
the harp, or to play with eafe on the forte-pians ; and
fhall know enough of drawing, to enable her to contem-
plate the mafter-pieces of art with greater pleafure, to
trace or imitate a flower which pleafes her, and to fhew
tafte and elegant fimplicity in the choice of her ornaments.
It is my with that the mediocrity of her talents may
excite neither admiration in others, nor vanity in herfelf,
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Itis my with that fhe may pleafe rather by her colleive
merit, than aftonifh at the firft glance, and that fhe
may rather gain affetion by her good qualities, than
applaufe by her brilliant accomplithments. But, good
heavens! Tam a prifoner, and a great diftance divides us!
I dare not even fend for her to receive my embraces;
for hatred purfues the very children of thofe whom ty-
ranny perfecutes; and no fooner does my girl ap-
pear in the ftreets with her virgin looks, and her beautiful
fair hair, than thofe beings, hired or feduced by falfchood,
point her out as the offspring of a confpirator. Cruel
wretches! they well know how to break a mother’s
heart!

Could not I have brought her with me ? -~ - -1 have
not yet faid what is the ficuation of a prifoner at Sainte
Pelagic.

The wing appropriated to females, is divided into long
and very narrow corridors, on one fide of which are
little cells like that which [ have defcribed as my lodg-
ing. There, under the fame roof, upon the fame line,
and only feparated by a thin plafter partition, I dwell in
the midft of murderers and women of the town. By the
fide of me is one of thofe creatures who make a trade of
feduétion, and fet up innocence to fale; and above me is
a woman guilty of forging affignats, who, with a band
of monfters to which the belongs, tore an individual
of her own fex to pieces upon the highway. The door
of each cell is fecured by a great bolt, and opened every
morning by a man who ftares in impudently to fee whe-
ther you be up or 2-bed: their inhabitants then affemble
in the corridors, upon the ftair-cafes, or ina damp and

noifome room, a worthy receptacle for this fcum of the
carth,
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It will be readily believed that I confine myfelf
conftantly to my cell; but the diftance is not great
enough to fave the ear from the expreffions which fuch
women may be fuppofed to utter, but which it is impol-
fible for any one to imagine, who never heard them.

This is notall: the wing where the men are confined,
having windows in front of, and very near, the building
inhabited by the women, the individuals of the two fexes
of analogous charatter, enter into converfation, which is
the more diffolute, as thofe who hold it are unfufcepzible
of fear: geftures fupply the place of a&ions, and the
windows ferve as the theatre of the moft fhameful fcenes
of infamous debauchery.

Such is the dwelling referved for the worthy wife of an
honeft man !—If this be the reward of virrue on earth,
who will be aftonithed at my contempt of life, and at the
refolution with which I fhall be able to lock death in the
face? It never appeared to me in a formidable fhape;
but at prefent it is not without its charms; and I could
embrace it with pleafure, if my daughter did not invite
me to ftay a little longer with her, and if my voluntary
exit would not furnith calumny with weapons againft my
hufband, whofe glory I fhould fupport, if they fhould
dare to carry me before a tribunal.

In the lacter part of Roland’s adminiftration, con-
fpiracies and threats fucceeded each other fo faft, that
our friends often preffed us to leave the hotel during the
night. Two or three times we yielded to their en-
treaties; but foon growing tired of this daily removal, 1
obferved that malevolence would hardly go fo far as to
violate the abode of a man in office, while it might
way-lay and immolate him out of doors; and that, in
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fine, if fuch a misfortune were to happen, it would be
more conducive to public utility, and to his perfonal
glory, for the minifter to perith at his poft.

Accordingly we no longer flept out; but I had my
hufband’s bed brought into my own room, that we
might run the fame hazard, and kept under my pillow
or upon my night-table, a piftol, which I meaned to ufe,
not for a vain defence, but to fave myfelf from the out-
rages of the affaffins, if I fhould chancetofee themapproach.
In this fituation I paffed three weeks; and certain itis
that the hotel was twice befet, and that another time the
Marfeillefe, informed of fome proje&, fent cighty of their
people to guard us. It is certain alfo that the Jacobins
and Cordelicrs were for ever repeating in their tribune,
that a 1oth of Auguft was as neceffary againft Roland
as it had been againft Louis XVI; but as they faid fo,
it might be prefumed that they were not ready to re-
alize their threat. Death, which I cheerfully braved at
that time, muft needs appear defirable to me at Sainte-
Pelagie, if powerful confiderations did not chain me to
the earth,

My keepers foon began to fuffer more than myfelf
from my ficuation, and were at great pains to render it
lefs difagrecable. The exceflive heat of the month of
July rendered my prifon uninhabitable. The paper with
which I furrounded the grates, did not prevent the
fun from ftriking upon the white walls of my nar-
row cell, and though my windows remained open all
night, theburning and concentrated air of the day did not
get cool.

The gaoler’s wife invited me to pafs my days in her
apartment; but of this offer I limited my acceptance to

the
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the afternoon. It was then that I thought of fending
for a forte-piano, which I put into her room, and with
which, I fometimes amufed myfelf. But what a modi-
fication did my moral ftate fuffer during that period !
The rifing of fome of the departments feemed to an-
nounce the indignation they had conceived at the vio-
lence offered to their reprefentatives, and their refolution
of avenging it, by reftoring the convention to its former
entire ﬁatc.

I knew that Roland was in a fafe and peaceful retreat,
receiving the confolation, and the attentians, of friend-
fhip; my daughter, taken into the houfe of venerable
patriarchs, continued her exercifes, and her education,
under their immediate infpetion, and along with their
own children; and my friends, the fugitives, welcomed to
Caen, were there furrounded by a refpeétable force. [
thought I faw the falvation of the republic growing out
of events; and religned to my own fate, I was happy
Rill; for our happinefs depends lefs upon external ob-
je&ts, than upon the difpofition and affeQions of the
mind. I employed my time in a ufeful and agreeable
manner; I fometimes faw the four perfons who ufed to
vifit me at the Abbey; the worthy Grandpré, whofe
place authorifed him to come, and who came accom-
panied by a charming woman; the faithful Bofc, who
brought me flowers from the garder of plants, of which
the beautiful forms, the brilliant colours, and the fweet
odours diminithed the horrors of my melancholy abode;
and the kind Champagneux, who fo carneftly perfuaded
me to continue the hiftorical memoirs I had begun, that
at his defire I refumed my pen, and for a while laid by

my
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my Tacitus and my Plutarch, to whom I was accuf~
tomed to devote my afternoons.

Madame Bouchaud did not think it enough to have
offered me the ufc of her apartment. Perceiving that
I availed myfelf of it, with great referve, fhe determined
to remove me altogether from my gloomy cell, and to
lodge me in a comfortable room with a fire place, fituated
on the ground floor, and underneath her own chamber.
Thus was I delivered from the thocking company which
for three weeks had been my greateft torment. I fhall
no longer be obliged to pafs twice a day through the
midft of the women of my neighbourhood, that I may
get out of their way for a little time at leaft. I fhall no
longer fee the turnkey of finifter countenance open my
door every morning, and fhut me in every night with
a great bolt, like a criminal whom it is neceffary to
keep in clofe confinement. It is the good-natured face
of Madame Bouchaud, which offers itfelf to my eyes:
fhe it is whofe kind attentions I perceive every moment.
There is nothing, even to the very jeffamine carried up
before my window and winding its flexible branches
round the bars, that does not teftify her defire to oblige.
I look upon myfelf as her boarder, and forget my cap-
tivity. All my articles of ftudy and amufement are
united around me; my forfe-piano is by my bed-fide,
and receffes in the walls afford me the means of arrang-
ing my little effets in fuch a way as to preferve in
my afylum that neatnefs in which [ delight. . . .. . .
But gold, and falfchood, and intrigue, and arms, are
employed againft the departments which the truth was
beginning to enlighten: foldiers deluded, or bought

over
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over, betray the brave Normans; Evreux is evacuated ;
Cacen abandons the members to which it had afforded a
refuge; domincering banditti, in what they ftill dare to
call a convention, declare them traitors to their country;
their perfons are outlawed; their property is confifcated;
their wives and children are taken into cuftody; their
houfes are demolifhed ; the members who chofe to re-
main in confinement are impeached, without any rea-
fon being given; and every thing announces the tri-
umph of audacious guilt over unfortunate virtue. That
cowardice which marks the felfithnefs and corruption
of a degenerate people, whom we thought it pof-
ble to reclaim by the light of reafon, but who were
too far debafed; that cowardice delivers over to terror
the perfidious adminiftrators, and the ignorant multi-
tude. Every where the idea of peace and the de-
fire of repofe, always illufory when it is not deferved,
counfel the acceptance of a monftrous conftitution, which,
had it even been better, ought not to have been re-
ceived from the unworthy hands that held it out,
There where any refiftance might have arifen, it is
ftifled by corruption; and the money of the nation is
lavithed to infure the fuccefs of its oppreflors. In their
filly ftupor, a majority, incapable of reafoning, confider
the facrifice of a few individuals as a trifling misfortune ;
they think to eftablifh juftice, peace, and fecurity, for
themfelves, by fuffering them to be violated in the per-
fons of their reprefentatives; and receive the pledge of
their fervitude as a fign of falvation. In the mean time
arod of iron is held over the weak Parifians, the pu-
fillanimous witneffes of horrors, which they lament, with-
out daring to make them known: famine threatens
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them ; poverty preys upon them ; oppreflion overwhelms
them; the reign of profcriptions begins ; denunciations
come fhowering down on every fide; and the prifons
overflow. Every where an infamous recompenfe awaits
him who has a vi&tim to offer; the porters of private
houfes, kept fecretly in pay, become the chief informers,
and fervants no longer are any thing but fpies.

An aftonithing woman taking counfel, from her courage
alone, came to infli¢t death upon the apoftle of murder
and pillage. Shedeferves the admiration of the univerfe.
But for want of her being well acquainted with the ftate
of things, her time and her vi@tim were ill chofen.
There was a greater criminal, to whom her immolating
hand fhould have given the- preference. The death of
Marat only ferved the purpofes of his abominable fec-
taries: they transformed into a martyr him whom they had
taken for a prophet; and fanaticifm and knavery, always in
a league, derived from this event an advantage fimilar to
that which the murder of le Pelletier had procured them.
Ceruainly, its confequences had been too fatal, for the
fugitive members, entire ftrangers to the altion of
Paris *, not to be equally fo to that of Charlotte Cor-
day; but their adverfaries laid hold of it as a new mean
of ruining them in the minds of the people. The moft
determined republicans, the only men of the affembly
who united with the courage of auftere probity, the
authority of talents and knowledge, were reprefented as
the favourers of defpotifm, and as vile confpirators.
At one time they are fuppofed to be in a league
with the rebels of La Vendée, and on the fabres of
the warriors defircus of defending them, the words

* The murderer of le Pelleticr.

Vive
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Vive Lowis XVII. are faid to be infcribed: at ano-
ther time they are accufed of endeavouring to di-
vide France into little republics, and are reprobated
as federalifts, It is with equal confiftency that Rriffot is
taken into Englith pay, and that his wife, in a report
fent to all the departments, is gravely reprefented as
having retired to the queen’s apartments at Verfailles,
and as holding fecret councils there.

Nothing can be more ridiculous than this ftory to thofe
who are acquainted with Briffot’'s wife, devoted to the
domeftic virtues, wholly taken up with the cares of her
houthold, ironing her hufband’s fhirts herfelf, looking
through the key-hole to fee if fhe may fafely open the
door to thofe who knock, and hiring a little miferable
room in the village of St. Cloud, that fhe may have it
in her power to carry the child that fhe has juft weaned
into the open air. But fhe is foon taken into cuftody; is
conduted to Paris; and a guard is placed over her.
Petion’s wife, who was going to retire among her friends
till the ftorm thould blow over, is arrefted with her fon.
Miranda, whom the revolutionary tribunal had acquitted,
is remanded to prifon as a fufpe@ed perfon, on the in-
formation of his valet, a fpy of Pache; all the generals
are put under arreft; and Cuftine, whom, as I have
been told by the Prince de Linanges, the Auftrians
dreaded more than any of the reft, is threatened with
the lofs of his head. Diforganization fpreads itfelf over
the whole face of France, and a civil war breaks out in
a variety of places. The acceptance of the conftitution
cannot procure for Lyons an a& of oblivion for the
juftice it dared to execute on two or three of Marat's
banditti; it is called upon to deliver up the heads of

Fa its
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its richeft inhabitants, and to pay a confiderable fum ;
troops are recalled from the frontiers, which are left
expofed to the ravages of the enemy, while brother
is fet againft brother, and the blood of Frenchmen is
fpilt by the French themfelves. In the mean time the
enemy advances in the north; Valenciennes no longer
exifts; Cambray is blocked up; and the Auftrian light
troops appear in the environs of Peronne. Paris, like
another Babylon, fees its brutifh populace run in crowds
to ridiculous feftivals, or feaft their eyes with the blood
of a multitude of wretches facrificed to their ferocious
diftruft; while the felfith and unfeeling fill the theatres,
and while the timid citizen ftays trembling at home,
where he is not fure of fleeping, if it pleafe his neigh-
bour to fay that he has made ufe of uncivic expreffions,
blamed the carnage of the 2d of September, or lamented
the fate of the vi€tims of Orleans, put to death without
proof of their being privy to an affaffination which was
ot committed on the perfon of the infamous Bourdon.
O my country! into what hands art thou fallen, Cha-
bot and his fellows announce that Roland is at Lyons,
affirm that he excites that city to infurre@ion, and call
for his impeachment and for mine: and at the felf-fame
time they fearch the cellars of the obfervatory, and in-
veft the houfe of one of his friends, where they fuppofe
he may be concealed.

All my friends are profcribed, fugitives, or in confine-
ment; my hufband only efcapes from the fury of his
adverfaries by keeping clofe in a retreat which may be
compared to the fevereft imprifonment; and it is even
decreed that the few perfons who come to confole me
fhall undergo pcrfecution.-—Gmndpré, dining in com-

pany
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pany with 2 man whom he did not know to be 2 juftice
of peace, and 2 member of the tribunal of the diftrict,
lamented the negligence of the magiftrates, who fuffered
fo many perfons to languith in the prifons. On this the
unknown perfonage difcovered himfelf; affefted a great
defire to be made acquainted with abufes, to the reform
of which he might be able to contribute; and begged
Grandpré to tell him his name and his addrefs, that he
might call, and take him with him when he fhould vifit
the prifons. This was only a pretext,—the juftice of
peace haftened to the commmittee of general fafety, and
fabricated an atrocious denunciation againft Grandpré,
whom he accufed of being an accomplice in the death of
Marat.—It feems as if we were living in the time of
Tiberius; for, like his, this is the reign of informers.—
Grandpré was taken up by an officer and four mufketeers,
who repaired to his apartment at five o’clock in the
morning; ranfacked his papers, and fealed up his
effe@s. He had then about him a letter addrefled by
me to the unfortunate Briffor. 'What a crime might be
made of this, to me for having written it, and to him
for being the bearer! Luckily he found means to con-
ceal it from their fearch; but it was not till after a tedi-
ous debate that he could obtain permiffion to remain
under a guard at his office, inftead of going to (leep at
the abbey; nor was it till after the expiration of feveral
days, that means were found to demonttrate the falfity of
the charge.

Champagneux was lefs fortunate: to the crime of
owing his appointment to Roland, he joined that of oc-
cupying a defirable place.—Collot d’Herbois went
drunk to the office of the home department, between
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four and five o’clock in the afternoon, at the moment
that the clerks had juft left their defks to go to dinner: his
bufinefs was to demand carriages, of which the minifter
had not the difpofal. In a rage at not finding Garat, he
fwore, ftormed, broke the legs of the chairs and table®,
went to the apartment of Champagneux, the firft clerk,
abufed him, ordered the packets that were made up for
the Poft-office to be opened, and quarrelled with the in-
clofure they contained. It was a kind of circular letter,
confifting of queftions, and intended to procure informa-
tion concerning the ftate of the country. In his heated
brain he arranged a denunciation, which he brought for-
ward the next day, at the Convention, and on the ftrength
of which a decrce of arreft was paffed againft both Garat
and Champagneux.

Garat came to the bar, made no complaint of Collot,
explained his conduct in the gentleft terms, pronounced 2
fulfome panegyric on the auguft affembly, and was fent
back to hisduty. Champagneux at firft hid himfelf in 2
fright, but afterwards appeared. He was referred by the
Convention to the Committee, and by the Committec was
fenta prifoner to the Force. Garat, folicited by others, and
interefted himfelf in the enlargement of Champagneux,
whofe fervices he could not difpenfe with, repaired to the
Committee to obtain it. There he made it appear, that,
without the afliftance of a man fo converfant with bufinefs,
it would be impoffible for him to remain in office, and by
his friends, fuch as Barrere, if men like Barrere can be
called friends, was encouraged to hope, that by offering
his conditional refignation, Champagneux would be re-

* Thele falls may appear cxaggerated; but they are frictly true:

I had them from the mouth of an eye witnefs, whofc veracity is un-
doubted.

ftored



¢ 7m)
ftored to him, as an inducement to continue in the admi-
niftration; but the relt of the Committee fpoke out in
plainer terms. He was required to fill up the place of
Champagneux: his liberty and his life depended on his
compliance. He was required to fill it up by the appoint-
ment of 2 young man, twenty-fix years of age, deftitute
of experience in bufinefs, of all kinds of krowledge, and of
every recommendation but the favour of the Committee,
of which he was a tool. Garat, who never refufed his maf-
ters any thing, fubmitted, and then retired from his
office, abandoning a poft it was impoflible for him to
maintain®*. But Champagneux was not fet at liberty, and
the fourth week of his detention has already paffed away.
At the moment when he was threatened with an arreft
(for Collot had announced it as an a& that would necef-
farily follow his volition), Champagneux was in pofifeffion
of almoft the whole of my Hifforical Memoirs, the exift-
ence of which he withed to infure by taking a copy. Un-
cafy, agitated, and not doubting but that the principles by
which they were dictated, and the freedom with which
they were written, were a dire& pafiport to the fcaffold,
he committed them to the flame.—Yet thefe are the go-
vernors of the empire!—A Collot, a ftrolling player by
profeflion, by whofe fide fits a judge of the fouthern de-
partments, who not long fince condemned him to a year’s

® Paré, formerly head-clerk to Danton, who had got him appointed
fecretary of the Council on Grouvelle's departare, fucceeded Garat;
and the ex-miniftcr, happy to effe&® a change, which, by delivering
him from a place of refponfibility, conferred on him one of twenty
thoufand livres a year, became fecretary of the Council, Itis not alto-
gether irrelevant to remark, that Desforges, minifter of foreign affairs,
was alfo one of Danton’s clerks.

F 4 imprifonment
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imprifonment for an offence which he committed while a
vagrant from barn to barn, and for which feveral of the
judges withed to fend him to the galleys !—Great ftrength
of lungs, the geftures of a buffoon, the manceuvres
of a knave, the extravagance of a madman, and the ef-
frontery of ignorance; fuch were his means of fuccefs
at the clubs, particularly at the Jacobins, who were not
afhamed to mention him at the time that the patriotic mi-
niftry was formed under Louis X VI,

Collot thinking himfelf ill ufed by the appointment of
Roland to the home department, to which he had directed
his views, deemed him the more worthy of his hatred, as
being an enemy, by whom he was overlooked. From
that moment his Jacobinical influence was dire@ted againft
him, and this conduc, added to his other relative quali-
ties, procured him a feat in the Convention, as one of the
Parifian deputation.

Champagneux, in his confinement, regrets his liberty
lefs than the pleafure of fometimes alleviating my capti-
vity, while I am affli%ed at bis, which he owes to his
connexion with Roland and myfelf. As to Bofc, who has
already given up his place of adminiftrator at the poft-
office, and whom I endeavour to perfuade not to run the
rifk of a prifon by vifiting me in mine, I fee him once 2
week, as it were by ftealth. In the midR of all thefe
forrows, I can however offer my friends a feat in the
pleafant room, where the kind-hearted Madame Bouchaud
has fequeftered me from all the appearances ofa prifon. I
am there expofed, it is true, to the inconvenience of hav-
ing a fenry planted directly oppofite my window, on
whofe account I am always obliged to keep my curtains
drawn, and who comes to liften to every thing that is faid

when
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when T am not alone; and there I am difturbed by the
horrible barking of three great dogs, whofe kennel is at
lefs than ten paces diftance. I am alfo clofe to a large
room, pompoufly ftyled the council-chamber, where
the adminiftrators of the police do their bufinefs when
they come to examine a prifoner. Itis to this neighbour-
hood that I am indebted for the knowledge of fome curious
fcenes, of which I am going to fay a few words.

Two men, whofe names I once knew, and have either
forgotten, or do not choofe to repeat, becaufe the names of
fuch wretches are not deferving of mention, had been
fent to prifon for their malverfations in the clothing of
the troops, in which department of the public fervice they
were employed, They had for friends, or for accomplices,
fome people of their own defcription, and thefe people
were precifely adminiftrators of the police. Charged in
that quality with the maintenance of order in the prifons,
and the fuperintendance of the gaolers, they came to
Sainte-Pelagie, once or twice a week, with other friends
like themfelves, ten or twelve in number, and fometimes
more, fent for the two darling prifoners to the council-
chamber, and there exalting from the gaoler capons,
chickens, eggs, wine, cordials, coffee, &c. confumed them
at his expence, and kept up their permanent orgies for
three or four hours together. No one would ever ima-
gine, and mott affuredly I fhall not undertake to relate the
brutaljoy, the fulfome converfation, and the infamy of thefe
entertainments. The word patriotifm, ftupidly applied,
and repeated emphatically on every mention of the fcaf-
fold, to which it was proper to fend all fufpesZed perfons ;
that denomination beftowed upon every one who had
received a good education, or was pofleffed of 2 fortune

not
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not recently ftolen; the difgufting kiffes from thofc mouths,
recking with wine, fmacking upon the checks of the new
comers, and repeated in concert at the moment of break-
ing up; the obfcene jefts of men deftitute of all morality,
and ftrangers to all fhame; and the filly pride of atrocious
blockheads, who dreamed of nothing but denunciations,
and whofe fole fcience confifted in imprifoning their
betters - - - - -

Plato might well compare democracy to an auion of
government, a kind of fair, where all poffible modes of ad-
miniftration are intermixed. But how would he chara&ter-
ize that ftate of fociety where men like thefe are arbiters of
the liberty of their fellow-citizens? Whenever this agree-
able company came, Bouchaud or his wife never failed to
withdraw my key from the door, and to give me notice
of their arrival, At laft I took my refolution, and thut my
ears againtt their noife; I even thought it entertaining to
continue my Hifforical Memoirs, and to write vigorous paf-
fages, before the eyes, as it were, of wretches, who would
have torn me to picces if they had only heard a fingle
phrafe.

As the roth of Auguft was at hand, and fears were en-
tertained of a rehearfal of the 2d of September, in the
prifons, the adminiftrators found means to get out the
rogues of their acquaintance ; and by fo doing put an end
to the civic feafts at Sainte-Pelagie. IfI could perfuade
myfelf to meddle with fuch difgufting marters, I could
give very aftonithing, and very thocking accounts, of the
abufes that prevail in the gaols :—the imprifoned criminals
would there be feen converting into accomplices almoft
all the fervants, and other perfons concerned in the bufi-
nefs of the place ; women of the town, guilty of ferious

offences,
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offences, obtaining their enlargement without a trial, by
means of the adminiftrator, who fleeps with them the night
after ; aflaffins, rich enough to pay an advocate (defenfeur
officienx ) with the produce of their robberies, bribing him
to deftroy the vouchers, and procure the impunity, of
their crimes; and profeffed thieves keeping up their in-
trigues with one another, and with their accomplices with-
out, thieving ftill, though immured in a prifon, and di-
viding the fpoils with the turnkey, or with the gendarme,
who appears to guard them.  Every thing gets tainted or
completely fpoiled in thefe infe&ious places under a vicious
adminiftration, defiring only to deftroy, carelefs of cor-
refting, and aftuated by paffion alone.—¢ Compaffionate
ard generous Howard, who wandered(t over all Europe to
vifit thofe gloomy dungeons, in which the wifdom of an
cquitable government ought never to let innocence lan-
guith, and where it fhould alfo take care to diftinguith
weaknefs from crime, how would your feeling heart have
been hurt if you had been perfe@ly acquainted with the
management of the prifons belonging to the nation then
efteemed the gentleft upon carth!” There no diftin&ionis
made between giddy youth and hardened guilt. I have
feen a botanical ftudent, who had fpoken ill of Marat, con-
fined in the fame room with highway robbers. There no
refpet is fhewn to morals. 1 have feen a girl of fourteen,
who was claimed by her parents, detained in the fame
cell with the infamous woman who had juft feduced her,
and who had been taken up for that offence. There no
regard is had to decency, or attention to falubrity, in the
conftruétion of the edifice, or in the laying out of the
internal fpace, A building is now erefting at Sainze-Pe-
lagie, on an immenfe picce of ground, by an architect of

confined
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confined ideas, 2 man of no mind, who is making his dif-
pofitions contrary to every principle of rationality, and
yet no perfon in the fuperior branches of adminiftration is
cither able or willing to corret his plan.

Here I muft do juftice to the prefent keeper. He does
what he can in matters of detail, but nothing can prevent
the bad confequences refulting from an organization effen-
tially vicious. There ought to be cither diftinét houfes,
fome appropriated to criminals, and others to fufpicious or
fufpected perfons, or elfe wings entirely detached; nor
fhould there be any communication between the two fexes.
But as this is not the place for a treatife upon the fubject,
I can only lament the deftiny of a people, in the eftablith-
ment of whofe liberty it is impoffible for thofe to believe
who have once been witnefles to its extreme corruption,

On my firft coming to Sainte-Pelagie, a woman, con-
fined for fome trifling offence, was allowed me, whofe
fervices might be an affiftance to my weaknefs, while I had
the means of making them an alleviation of her diftrefs,
Not but that I was very well able to be my own fervant:
 Tout fied biem au généreux courage®,’ was faid of Favonius
performing for Pompey in his misfortunes the offices
which valets are accuftomed to perform for their mafters.
This may be applied with equal truth to the unfortunate
man, ftripped of his fortune, and providing for all his
wants, and to the auftere philofopher, difdaining every fu-
perfluity.  Quintius § was roafting his turnips when he re-

* Every thing becomes a noble fpirit.

+ By Quintias, Madame Roland means Lacixs Quintins Cincinnatys,
but Marcus Curins Dentarus is the perfonage of whom this anecdote isre-
lated by the Roman hillorians: ¢ Legatis Samitum anram offerentibus,
guum ipfe in fico rapa tzrrevet,’ &c.  Plin. de wivis illaftribus. Tranf,
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ceived the ambaffadors of the Samnites; and I could very
well have made my bed at Saint-Pelagie; but,as in fetching
water, and things of the like kind, it was neceffary to go
through long paffages, and to mix with their various inha-
bitants, I was not forry to have a perfon whom I could
oblige by fending her on fuch errands. She continued to
affift me in the room I had been indulged with, and was
coming in one morning at the very moment that an ad-
miniftrator was at the door of the council-chamber. He
afked who lodged there ; defired to infpect the room; came
in; caft an angry eye around him; and then went out, and
complained to the keeper’s wife of the degree of comfort
fhe allowed me to enjoy.—¢ Madame Roland was indif-
pofed (this was true); and I put her more in the way of
receiving fuch affiltance as fhe might ftand in need of ;
befides fhe fometimes amufes herfelf with a forse-piano, for
which there is not room in a cell.’—* She muft do with-
out: fend her this very day into a corridor: it is your bu-
finefs to maintain equality.’

Unfeeling wretch! is it to maintain equality that you
with to confound me with the moft abandoned of wo-
men ?—Madame Bouchard, more diftrefied than can well
be imagined, foon came to communicate to me the order
fhe had received : I confoled her by conforming to it with
much calmnefs and refignation; and it was agreed upon,
that I fhould come down in the courfe of the day to
change the air, and to return to my ftudies, the materials
for which I left where they were. Thusam Ionce more
deftined to fee the turnkeys, to hear the creaking of the
bolts, to breathe the fetid air of a corridor, fadly illumined
in the evening by a lamp, of which the thick fmoke black-
ens all the walls, and fuffocates the neighbourhood. Thefe
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are the humane a&ions, the figns of liberty of thofe men,
who upon the niins of the Baftille recal to our recollection
the cruelty of the governor killing Lauvzun’s {pider, and
who, in the Champ de Mars, fend up birds carrying
ftreamers, to announce to the inhabirants of the upper re-
gions the felicity of the earth. Infolent comedians! you
are playing your laft parts : the enemy is at hand.—By the
enemy I mean the departments endeavouring to infure the
triumph of reafon and of true liberty, and preparing your
ruin,

Mine is inevitable no doubt; I have deferved the hatred
of all tyrants ; but I only regret that of my country, which
your chaftifement will confole, but cannot fave.

As to the reft, the confequences of oppreffion have
filled the corridor I inhabit with women in whofe company
I can remain without fhame, and even with pleafure.
I have found there the wife of a juftice of peace, whofe
neighbour afcribes to her expreflions ftyled uncivic; I
have found there the wife alfo of the prefident of the Revo-
lutionary tribunal ; and there I have found Madame P¢-
tion.—* I little thought,’ faid I on accofling her, ©when
I was fharing your uncafinefs at the Mairie *, on the 10th
of Auguft, 1792, that we fhould keep our fad anniverfary

at Sainte-Pelagie, and that the fall of the throne would
lead to our difgrace.’

* The refidence of the mayor,

RAPID
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RAPID OBSERVATIONS

On the Indiftment drawn up by AMer againft the Members
of the Comvention.

Ir there have exifted a confpiracy againft the unily and
indivifibility of the republic, againf? the liberty and the fafety
of the French people, it is evident thatit can only have been
formed by the abettors of defpotifm, by ambitious men,
withing to monopolize power and riches, or by the cne-
mies of mankind.

Briffot, Genfonné, Vergniaux, Gaudet, Gorfas, DPetion,
Buzot, &c. are accounted fuch. Thefe men muft then
have fhewn, on more occafions than one, their hatred of
liberty, their thirft of gain, their eagernefs to obtain places,
all the vices and corruption, in fhort, that are natural to
fuch chara&ers. Suppofing even that they had aflumed
the mafk of hypocrify, it was impoffible for the end they
had in view. to remain concealed : their condu® muft have
betrayed it, and their interefted motives muft have evi-
dently appeared. Let us enquire into what they were; let
us fee how they have alted; and we fhall be able to judge
of what is afcribed to them. After that it will be time to
go in fearch of the comfpiracy itfelf, which very poffibly
may refemble the ftory of the go/den tooth ; or may amount
to nothing more than the well-known efforts of ariftocrates
and royalifts, manifefted as early as the infancy of the re-
volution, and conne&ed with the enterprizes of foreign
powers.—Let uslook ata few of thefe men in private life
before the year 1789, the 2ra when the bufy fcene of poli-
tics, then opening, firlt brought them forward to public

view;
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view; and let us obferve the courfe they afterwards purfued.
Advocates for the moft part, fome had diftinguithed them-
felves at the bar, others had made themfelves known in the
republic of letters ; feveral, remarkable only for the integri-
ty they had difplayed in their profeffions, were feated in the
States General, by the efteem that integrity had procured
them, while feveral others devoted themfelves to the la-
borious, but honourable fundions of journalifts, and
ftruggled courageoufly with defpotifm driven to defpair.

Pétion, fimple in his manners, moderate in his defires,
and married to a woman of good fenfe, refided at Char-
tres. Efteemed by his fellow citizens, who had witneffed
his birth, and already noted for that philofophy which

marks a good underftanding at an early period in life,
he was deemed worthy of a feat in the aflembly of the
ftates,

Buzot, diftinguithed at Evreux by his ftrit probity,
and premature prudence, infpired confidence, and de-
ferved confideration at an age when fo many others think
of nothing but pleafure. A tafte for ftudy, and the foli-
tary habits of a meditative mind, filled up all thofe
moments which he did not devote to the bar; while
manners cqually pure and gentle, rendered him dear
to his friends. The warmth of his fentiments, the
eafe of his eclocution, and the aufterity of his principles,
procured him the honourable office of carrying his coun-
try’s complaints and demands to the States General.

Gorfas, the father of a numerous family, undertook
from the very beginning of the revolution, to conduét a
periodical paper, in which he combated the ftill powerful
court, and devoted himfelf to the defence of the people,

ever endeavouring to cftablifh, and never negletting to
reclaim, their rights,

Briffot,
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Briffot, a writer from his early youth, had preached
liberty in the tiie of defpotifm, and humanity during the
reign of tyranny : he had long prayed for the revolution,
had helped to bring it forward by expofing the abufes of
the times, and had undergone imprifonment as a punith-
ment for the freedom of his writings. More taken up
with moral truths in politics than with the care of his
fortune, he had engaged in feveral fpeculations, the failure
of which had increafed his poverty without injury to his
honour. The revolution was the fignal of his political
life : he began his career, in the midft of ftorms, dif-
cufling principles, fparing no one who appeared to violate
them, and labouring without intermiffion for the public
weal.

I ftop for a moment atthefe four perfonages: the two
firft made a figure in the conftituent affembly; Briffot
obtained a feat in the fucceeding legiflature; and all four
became members of the Convention. Was there a fingle
circumftance in which they atted unlike themfelves?
Did they affume any authority ? Did they acquire any
wealth? Or did they aim at the fupreme power for them-
felves and their friends?

Petion and Buzot ferved the caufe of liberty in the
conftituent affembly, with a zeal and conftancy which
procured them the hatred of ariftocracy, and the favour
of the people: but popular favour is inconftant while
perfevering hatred gains freth ftrength from the accef-
fion of all the jealous, whofe attacks never fail to follow
any brilliant fuccefs. Buzot, belonging to the criminal
tribunal of Evreux, preferred doing his duty in his native
country to the exercife of the fame funttions at Paris;
which would have better fuited an ambitious man; fup-

Part IL G ported
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ported his reputation in the prefence of his fellow-citizens,
and of the enemies he had made himfelf by his civifm;
and obtained by his merit a feat in the Convention, after
having eftablithed a popular fociety in the town, as an
indifpenfable barrier againft the ftruggles of defpotifm in
chains, but not fubdued. It cannot be faid that he had
cither his re-cletion, or any kind of employ inview on
leaving the conftituent affembly, any more than Petion ;
for they were the very men who procured the paffing of
the decree, forbidding the members of that affembly to
hold any place or to be re-elected, for four years to come.
They had even demanded an interval of fix; but at the
time of the revifion that decree was repealed, in fpite of
their endeavours to maintain it. Buzot then entered the
convention as pure as he had left the conftituent affem-
bly; and there for a while we will leave him. We fhall
fee hereafter how he condu@ed himfelf, and fhall be able
to judge whether 2 man who braved clamour and out-
rages in fupport of his opinions, even admitting fome of
them to be erroneous, could be an ambitious hypocrite,
or a confpirator.

Petion was elevated to the mayoralty by popular fa-
vour ; and preferved it till after the 10th of Auguft, as
well as the hatred of the court, which manifefted itfelf on
every occafion, even to the verylaft. It is only of late
that any one has ventured to accufe him of going to the
palace for the purpofe of defending it, while it is well
known that he was expofed to its fire. ‘The calumnious
affertion of his having given Mandat orders to fire upon
the people, is alfo of recent date. I afk what could
tempt Petion, detefted by the court, and beloved by the
people, to betray the latter, and ferve the former, when it

ftood
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flood on the very brink of ruin? Could he who had ac-
quired popularity by combating regal power, have any
reafon to forfeit it, when the people were beginning to get
theupper-hand? Letus put the philofopher and the zealous
citizen out of the queftion: let us look only to the man;
and we fhall f{ce that even in the regard of ambition and
felf-intereft, the condutt attributed to Petion would have
been abfurd;; and that if he had not too much principle, he
had at leaft too much good fenfe, to fall into fuch an error.
He was prevented by his office ;rom putting himfelf at
the head of the infurre@ion; and to prevent his oppoling
it, he fhould have been rendered incapable of adting, or
confined. This the heedlefs commune forgot to do, and
I remember, that Lanthenas went twice from the Mairse
to the town-houfe, to advife their putting a ftrong guard
over his hotel.  The reporter (Amar) did not fay a {yl-
lable of the maffacres of the fecond of September: he
wifely avoided the danger of touching on a queftion, both
fides of which had been fupported by the Mountaineers.
When Roland denounced thofe maflacres, the Jacobins
faid they were the work of the people and of its ven-
geance: they even made it a crime not to applaud them;
and when Petion, with the reft of the right fide, obtained
a decree to profecute the murderers, Petion and the right
fide were called the enemies of liberty and of the people.
But when the decree had fallen into defuetude, when the
Jacobins triumphed, and the twenty-two were pro-
feribed, the Jacobins themfelves, and Hebert amang the
firlt of them, impudently afferted that the maflacres were

the infamous work of Petion.
Gaudet, Vergniaux, and Genfouné, diftinguifhed by their
talents, and well known at Bourdeaux, asfiiends to the
G2 revolution,
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revolution, were eleted members of the legiflative affem-
bly. They were the firft men for talents in that body, a
kind of ariftocracy which procured them more numerous
and more dangerous encmies, than any want of civifm
could have done. They alternately filled the prefident’s
chair on the tenth of Auguft, at that critical moment
when the weak would have trembled at fuch a painful
pre-eminence ; nor can any but knaves reproach them
with the moderation and the temper they difplayed in
their conduét at that interefting period. Briffot natu-
rally became intimate with them, becaufe he approached
nearer to their level than any body elfe, in like manner
as a fimilarity of fentiments had made him conne& him-
felf with the defenders of principles in the conftituent
affembly, to which he did not belong: the countryman
and friend of Petion, he became acqlinintcd with fuch of
his colleagues as fupported that caufe in favour of which
his journal was compofed.

He had laboured under the fame miftake as many
other perfons, in regard to la Fayette; or rather it may
be faid, thatla Fayette, fwayed at firft by the principles
he had adopted, had no longer the firength of mind ne-
ceffary to fupport them when the ftruggle became diffi-
cult; or that, fearing the confequences of too greata
power in the hands of the people, he deemed it prudent
to eftablith a kind of counterpoife. The faét is, that as
he profeffed even republicanifm in private, Briffot was a
long while before he could believe him guilty, even when
he was become fo in the eyes of more violent men. But
he had blamed him without referve, and publicly de-
clared his rupture with him, before the affair of the
Champ-de-Mars. Here the reporter piques himfelf fo

7 lide



(85 )

fittle upon accuracy, that he confounds dates; he makes
Briffot come to the Jacobins in Marck 1791, to prepare
the bufinefs of the Champ-de-Mars, which did not take
place till Fuly, and which was folely occafioned by the
flight and return of the king in the month of June. It
is well known befides, that Briffor did not go to the Ja-
cobins to excite them to fign the petition, but merely be-
caufe he was appointed one of the committee to draw it
up. I remember to have heard him relate on the fol-
lowing day, that Lacls, who was alfo of the committee,
complained of fuch a violent head-ach, that he could not
hold the pen, and that he begged of Briffot to take it;
that the fame Laclos propofed the infertion of an article
which he mentioned with an air of indifference, but which
would have been favourable to d’Orleans; and that he
(Briffot) rejected it with indignation, and fubftitured the
paffage recommending a republic, for which that mo-
ment was peculiarly proper, and might have been turned
to great account. It is alfo wellknown that the affembly
having dcided in favour of the king, the Jacobins, in-
ftead of fending their petition to the Champ-de-Mars, fent
deputies there to fay, thatit was not a proper place for
their purpofe, fince the paffing of the decree. This
took place on the Satarday. I faw the deputies come to
the Champ-de-Mars, where I was at noon, with not more
than two or three hundred perfors, and where Verrieres,
the little hump-backed cordelier, and fome others, were
declaiming upon the national altar. It was on the Sun-
day morning, that two men were hung, when there were
not thirty perfons affembled, a fa&t which I have heard
arributed with fome probability to the contrivance of the
Lameths in coalition with others, who wanted an oppor-

G3 tunity
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tunity of employing force, and of infpiring terror. Certain
itis, that Sunday having brought together a great number
of people, who had been attracted by the vague report of
a petition, while that of the hanging bufine(s had not as
yet got abroad, Redert fet about drawing one up, com-
pleted it, and was getting it figned, when the military
were calied our, in confequence of 2 denunciation madeto
the affembly, and of the violent letter written by Charles
Lameth, the prefident, to the commune of Paris, fetting
forth the neceffity of reprefling the horrid diforders of
which two men had been the vi&tims. Thus did the
morning murder, committed, as it were, by ftealth, ferve
as a pretext for fhooting the people affembled in the
afterroon.  The red flag was hoifted at the town-hall,
terror and imprifonment were the order of the day, and
prepared the triumph of the revifors, who wifhed to give
ftrength to the party of the court. Surely it will be
quite enough to read the Patriot ® of that time, to judge
whether it be pofiible that Briffot, who denounced the
affair of the Champ-de-Mars, fupported the people, and
attacked the revifors, could at the fame time have been
their accomplice.  This accufation is abfurd in the ex-
treme! but every thing is fo from one end to the other
of this work of iniquity. Iwill not enter here into the
queftion of the war, which was the fignal of the great
divifion that took place among the patriots. Robefpierre,
fiery, jealous, greedy of popularity, and inclined to do-
mineer both by his nature, and the high opinion he en-
tertained of his own merit, put himfelf at the head of the
party that oppofed the declaration of hoftilities. Itwould be

¢ Briffot’s Journal.
worth
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worth while to fee the fpeeches on the fubje&t: but to me
it appeared that the mafs of enlightened people were in
general for the affirmative, and confequently of Briffot’s
opinion. Certain it is that the court was very repugnant
to the meafure, and that the king was in a manner over-
ruled by his council. He had every thing to gain by
delay : the enemy were making their preparations at their
cafe, and our inaétion would have delivered us into their
hands, a defencelefs prey. Robefpierre could not for-
give Briffoc this triumph. The ice was broken, and
from that moment it became his fole objeét to bring for-
ward all the misfortunes that befcl us, whether inevitable,
or not, as crimes againft the partifans of the war. The
exaggeration of paffion, became by degrees a fyftem of
refined calumny, artfully contrived, and obitinately per-
fevered in. Briffot could no longer make the culogium
of any man, without its being conftrued into perfidy, if
that man afterwards departed from the line of duty.
Briffot was acquainted with feveral perfons in the miniftry
by whom he was efteemed—here was another reafon of
jealoufy and diftruft, Thefe minifters, honourably dif-
graced by the court, were recalled after the fall of the
throne; and Briffot at that time was one of the few men
in the affembly poffefled of any talents, or exercifing any
influence there: Briffot confequently appeared an im-
portant perfonage to Robefpierre, who determined to
ruin him, and had full leifure to effect his purpofe, for
Briffot, conftantly confiding in the goodnefs of his inten-
tions, could not prevail upon himfelf to go and enter the
lifts at the Jacobins with an everlafting harangue-maker,
who tired him to death. He defpifcd the adverfary by
whom he was overcome, Dut who could have believed

G4 the
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the convention fo weak, or the people fo ftupid? Thofe
who not fuffering themfelves to be hurried along by the
current of daily events, recur frequently to the page of
hiftory, meditate upon its contents, and compare the pre-
fent with times paft. I never faw any man in place do
fo fince the revolution; indeed they have hardly time to
breathe, and to anfwer to the calls of each returning day,
without an extreme and uncommon economy in the dif-
tribution of their hours.

The letter of Genfonne and his affociates to Louis X VI,
cannot be conftrued into treafon, unlefs by the moft de-
termined malevolence.  Certainly nobody could at that
time be fure of a fuccefsful revolution: the wifeft men
were therefore defirous that the king fhould feel the ne-
ceffity of enforcing the conftitution, and refolve upon re-
calling, and retaining thofe minifters who were fincerely
inclined to execute thelaws. They had given proofs of
their patriotifm, and the application for their recal was not
a ftep directed by private intereft, but the expreffion of the
general will.  Roland, for his part, knew nothing of this
letter until thefe latter times, and probably would never
have heard of it if it had not become public. But let us
attend to the charges brought againft him in thefe articles
of impeachment, which will reflect everlafting difgrace
on the age and nation, that could cither applaud, or
fuffer them to pafs, without the ftrongeft marks of repro-
bation.

« The very day after the 1oth of Auguft,” fay thefe
articles, “ Genfonné and his faltion pofted up libels re-
« flecting upon thofe who had contributed to the fall of
« the throne, upon the Jacobins, upon the council-ge-
« neral of the commune, and upan the people of Paris.,

“ The
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“ The pens of Louvet, Briffot, and Champagneux, were
« fet to work; cnormous packets of thefe libels were
 feen at Roland’s houfe, and all his fervants were em-
« ployed in difperfing them.”

I have read this paffage twice, without being able to
conceive how any one could dare to write it. Gen-
fonné never to my knowledge pofted up any thing:
Louver was editor of the Semtinel, of which complete
colleCtions exift: it was of great fervice to the revolu-
tion, and is an everlalting refutation of thefe affertions;
for it breathes nothing but liberty, great and wife prin-
ciples, the hatred of tyranny, and the love of equality.
Roland has perhaps contributed as much as any body
to reconcile men’s minds to the revolution; his circular
letters exift; let them be read; and let any one be
pointed out, that is not even excellent. Champagneux
never difpatched any papers but thofe printed by order
of the aflembly; nor was any alteration ever made in
them; the contrary fuppofition is as abfurd as abomi-
nable. In the firft place, it was impoffible, for it was
not Roland who had them printed, but the authors at
Baudoins, from whom the minifter ufed to demand a
certain number of copies: fecondly, it was ufelefs; for
fuppofing that he made a feleCtion, he was free to fend
off a fmaller number of thofe which he deemed the
leaft deferving of attention: and, lattly, if there had been
the fmalleft breach of faith, the perfons interefted would
not have waited a year to make their complaints, and
demonftrate the deceit. 'What then can be intended
by this ridiculous paffage ?>—1I have divined it; and it is
a matter which demands fome explanation,

In revolutionary movements, the moft attive people

are
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are not always the moft blamelefs: how many beings
come forward only that they may appear of fome con-
fequence in the world! Their fervices, however, are
not to be defpifed; but when once the point in view is
gained, it becomes neceflary to lofe no time in re-efta-
blithing order to avoid the diffolution of the focial body.
The commune formed on the 10th of Auguft had con-
tributed to the fall of the tyrant: they did well; but fe-
veral of its members had been guilty of various ex-
cefles; a great deal of pillage and robbery had taken
place at the Tuileries and elfewhere; confiderable fums
had been given to the commune for the purchafe of
corn; and it was the duty of the minifter of the home
department to demand their accounts, and to tranfmit
them to the legiflative body. Roland then prefied the
commune to give in their accounts; but the commune
being litde difpofed, and ftill lefs able to comply, the
minifter, with a view to juftice, and to avoid tharing in
the blame, made his report to the affembly accordingly.
If the aflembly had poffeffed fufficient energy, it would
not have waited. for fuch an opportunity, or at leaft would
have laid hold of it, to renew the commune, a political
operation equally equitzble and neceffary.  But Danton,
who made ufe of the commune, was minifter, had par-
tifans in the affembly, and contrived to keep his tool.
Roland remained then in a difficult fituation; liable to
accufation if he did not demand thefe accounts, and
fure to be hated if he did. His upright chara&er did
not permit him to hefitate ; his aufterity perhaps gave
ftill greater folemnity to the demand ; and when he was
required to reprefent the ftate of Paris to the afflembly,
he gave no quarter to the errors, the follies, and the

faults
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faults of the commune. They were in great number;
and the communc confequently became his enemy.
Thus did he acquire the hatred of that a&ive body, who
among the populace, had the reputation oi being the
patriots of the 1oth of Auguft, and the exterminators of
tyranny. Add to the commune all thoft excited by
the plunderer, Danton, againft a colleague whofe auf-
terity was a conftraint upon him, and who had befides
denounced the September maffacres, another exploit of
a part of the commune, Santerre, &c, Add alfo thofe
whom the jealous Robefpierre fet againft Briffot’s con-
nexions, and you will have altogether a very confiderable
number, either of guilty men who felt the neceffity of
getting rid of their watchful denunciator, or of extravagant
patriots prepofiefled in favour of the heroes of the 10th
of Auguft, without fecing to the bottom of the bufinefs,
or of people interefted in fupporting them, or of the
ignorant whom they impofed upon, with a few envious
popular leaders, well fkilled in contriving the overthrow
of a man in poffeffion of the public efteem. Such was
the origin of a party, which was increafed by all the
new-comers to the convention, toc litle acquainted
with Paris, and public affairs, to form a right judg-
ment of things, and by all thofe whofe vanity was hurt
by the fuperiority of the diftinguithed members,
with whom Roland naturally became intimate, becaufe
men of equal capacity are ever fond of one another’s
company. Had I more time, I could follow this party
through all its ramifications, and indicate all its enter-
prifes; but this is enough to put others in the way of
coming at the truth,

It
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It now appears clearly, that the party at prefent pre-
dominant, of which Amar is the organ, beflows the ap-
pellation of /idel upon thofe writings in which Roland
exhibited the ftate of Paris, called for the accounts of
the commune, held up the maffacres of September to
public indignation, and recommended the eftablifhment
of order to reconcile all hearts to the revolution; which
is fomewhat more difficult than killing folks, according
to the practice of thefe gentlemen. They do not point
out thefe pretended libels, for that would be burning
their fingers; but they hold forth concerning the dif-
tribution of certain libels, and the public believing that
there muft needs be fome foundation for a charge fo
boldly brought forward, applauds the declamation, and
think itfelf avenged when its own champions are put to
death.

The underftanding kept up with the Pruffians is a
piece of extravagance which one knows not how to cha-
rafterize, and Brunfwick muft furely laugh atfeeing people
accufed of being his friends who attacked him with fo
much vigour. It will fuffice to read the letter in which
it is pretended that Roland confefles the exiftence of a
plan for quitting Paris, to form a judgment of the
matter, cfpecially as to the intention of opening a paffage
for Brunfwick. I know, that on the fuppofition of the
Pruffians approaching very near to Paris, the queftion
of what it would be proper to do, and whether it would
be expedient to fend away from that town the national
reprefentation, in which the whole empire was interefted,
was once debated; but the difcuffion was flight, and
hypothetical, more fo indeed than it ought to have been;

nor
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nor did any one of the minifters threaten his colleagues.
It was Danton, who, after the event, thought of bring-
ing forward this denunciation, by way of making a merit
of it to himfelf, and of injuring Roland. 1 recollett
thefe matters perfectly, having heard my hufband men-
tion them on the breaking up of the council, which was
then held at his hotel.  As to the great movement of the
people of Paris, it is well known that it ferved as a veil
for the maffacres of the month of September, and that
it was Kellerman’s action on the 2oth of that month that
faved the republic.

It is not lefs ridiculous to hear the government of
that time accufed of ftarving the people. Never during
Roland’s adminiftration were provifions fo fcarce, and
difficult to procure, as they have become fince: his
anxicty on that head was extreme, and any one may re-
cur to what he fays of the bad adminiftration peculiar in
that refpect to the commune of Paris.

Itis an infamous and abfurd calumny to affert that
Roland employed the fums given him to purchafe pro-
vifions, in the pay of hircling writers. In the firlt place,
thofe fums never paffed through his hands, nor could he
difpofe of them otherwife than by orders upon the trea-
fury indicating the purpofes for which they were wanted.
Secondly, he gave an account of thefe monies; he did
fo every month, and repeated it on his going out of
office, the whole accompanied by fufficient vouchers.
Of thefe accounts he never ceafed to call for a report;;
and they were accordingly examined; but as no fault
could be found with them, the Mountain would never
fuffer any report to be made. Thofe who doubt it
need only afk Dxpin, a member and one of the com-

miffioners
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miffioners charged with their examination; they need
only afk Saint-Aubin, a commiffioner of accounts, by
whom the commifTioners of the convention were affifted
in their labours, which lafted two months, and in which
they proceeded with great rigour and a defire of finding
fault, but without fuccefs. In the third place, no more
than one hundred thoufand livres (£.4167) were givento
Roland to pay for compofitions and printing, out of
which in fix months he only fpent thirty-four thoufand,
(£.1417) of which he likewife gave an account: the
reft remained in the public treafury, as appears by the
ftatement of what has been difburfed.

It requires a degree of ill faith fcarcely credible to ad-
vance fuch fcandalous falfities! Roland never eftablifhed
any new offices in his department; he only afligned to
particular clerks the care of forwarding the papers he
was charged to fend off; nor did he ever give to any
thing the name of fermation of public fpiris: his encmies
began by inventing the chimera, and afterwards chrif-
tened it as they thought proper. As to me, I never in-
terfered, much lefs did I dire&® anything: [ defy it to
be proved. Roland had nothing to do with his col-
leagues in the department of the finances, in like man-
ner as his colleagues never interfered with the forwarding

of any papers; and it is impoffible to mention a fingle
one difpatched by Roland himfelf, which did not tend to

attach the public to the roth of Augutt, inftead of en-
deavouring to caft an odium upon the events of that
day. Roland had no command over the adminiftration
of the poft-office to get any thing intercepted ; nor if he
had, would the adminiftrators ever have been able,
without courting their own ruin, to engage in fo odious

a manceuvre.
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a manccuvre.  If they had only attempted it, would they
not have been punifhed, they who have been fo much
perfecuted, whofe places have been taken from them,
but whofe perfons it was not poffible to touch?

It is falfe that Roland ever fupprefled any thing which
was ordered to be forwarded : I have feen him fend off the
fpeeches of Marat. It is equally falfe that any thing
was or could be mutilated, as I have faid before: I
have fhewn that it was as impoflible as improbable ;
that the denunciation would not have been delayed till
now, if only a fingle inftance of the kind had occurred ;
and that even now, when they have the impudence to
advance it, they neither can nor dare cite a fa. But
what an excellent precaution was that of accufing Ro-
land and the Moniteur of making the mountaineers
appear like madmen in the eyes of the whole republic, by
the mifplacing of a word! Not being able to annihilate
hiftory, they wifh to bring its materials into difcredit!
But, O my God! even if nothing were to remain but
their calumnies and their conduét, the atrocity of their
falfchoods would neverthelefs appear. For a few years
truth may be reduced to filence; but it cannot be ex-
tinguifhed : the very efforts that are mada to annihilate it
operate a contrary way, and give evidence of its exiftence.

The difcovery of the iron door is alfo brought for-
ward againft Roland as a crime; and nothing is more
eafy, by way of accounting for the want of proof againft
the pretended Briffotine fattion, than to fuppofe that he
fupprefled a part of its contents. But Roland had wit-
neffes, and Roland did not contradi&t himfelf. A lock-
{mith of the name of Gamin, living at Verfailles, gave
information of his having been emploved by Louis X VL

to
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to make a little hiding-place in his apartment at the
Tuileries; but did not know what it might contain,
Roland was charged with the infpe@ion of the Thuileries:
the palace and every thing belonging to it were in-
trufted to his care. Taking with him Gamin and
Heurtier, a refpetable architect, he repaired to the king’s
apartment, where, in a paffage between two doors,
Gamin lifted up a pannel of wainfcoat, and difcovered
a litde iron door, which Roland made him open. It
ferved to clofe a hole in the wall in which feveral packets
of papers were found. Roland called a fervant, ordered
a napkin to be brought, took out the packets, without
untying them, caft his eyes upon the indorfements,
which announced a correfpondence with the generals
and other perfons, put them in the napkin in the pre-
fence of Heurtier and Gamin, gave the parcel to his
fervant, and repaired to the convention, where he de-
pofited them in a formal manner. As he was paffing
through the apartments he met 2 member, who afked
him what he had there.—¢ Good things,” anfwered he,
¢ which I am going to carry to the convention."—It re-
mains to be faid, that when the minifter of the home
department was made refponfible for the palace, and
every thing it contained, the convention appointed 2
committee of fome of its members to examine all the
papers printed or in manufcript, which were there at
the time of the affault, and which had been colleted in
one place. The members of this committee were angry
that the minifter had not fent for them to be prefent at
the difcovery. But Roland thought that nothing could
be more natural, upon Gamin’s information, than to
repair to the place; and upon finding the papers to fub-

mit
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mit them to the infpetion of the convention. He con-
duted himfelf like 2 man whofe confcious re@itude
renders him incapable of diftruft; though certainly very
unlike an artful man of the world, who forclees every
thing, and takes care not to hurt the vanity of others.
Roland was guilty of no real fault upon this occafion ;
but he difcovered a want of prudence and caution. Add
to this, that among the members of the commiffion at
the palace was one Calon, a perfon whom Roland de-
fpifed, and with whom he fometimes had difputes, be-
caufe thefe commiffioners withed to exceed their
powers, and to turn every thing topzy-turvy at the pa-
lace as they pleafed, while Roland, naturally rigid, and
ftrong in his refponfibility, frequently oppofed their
proceedings. To give a good idea of this Calon, it will
fuflice to fay, that it was a matter of public notoricty,
that he had entered into partnerfhip with his miftrefs
in fetting up a coffee-houfe and tavern clofe to the
affembly.

It is now eafy to fee the origin of all the outcry about
the iron cabinet, and to conceive how eagerly Roland’s
different enemies availed themfelves of appearances to
throw fufpicion upon his conduft, and how many lirtle
paffions concurred in raifing doubts concerning this cir-
cumftance. Of what value is it fince become to thofe,
who, withing to accufe Roland’s friends in the Convention
of a confpiracy, find it fo convenient to make the world
believe that the cabinet contained papers which the mi-
nifter concealed! But recolle&t dates, calculate fafls,
and by auending particularly to the one in goeflion,
you will fee, that if Roland had meant to convey any
thing away, he would firft have repaired in fecret to
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the place, afrer which he would have called witnefles,
and obferved every neceflury form in the difcovery.
His rapid and incautious way of proceeding, by ex-
pofing him to blame, muft prove his innocence to every
refleCting mind.  Heurtier exifts; he is a man advanced
in years, and generally efteemed; and Gamin cxifts
alfo: they took a minute of all that paffed, which will
not be loft to hiftory any more than thefe details. I fhall
make no remark upon the charge in which Roland is
accufed of favouring the partifans of ariftocracy, and of
receiving the emigrants with open arms.  Roland in his
adminiftration was juft, impartial, and fevere: he re-
ceived nothing but the law with open arms: it was the
obje@ of all his attention, and the guide of all his de-
cifions. It muft no doubt appear as firange to arifto-
cracy to be put under the prote@tion of fuch a patron,
as it muft to Brunfwick to hear himfelf ftyled Roland’s
friend : but thefe are follies which will not long go down.
True it is that the republic once eftablithed, Roland
withed to attach its very enemies to it by an equitable
form of government: he withed for good laws inftead
of blood. Thefe principles infpired with a kind of con-
fidence even thofe people, who, without being fanatics
in the caufc of royalty, were however far from being
republicans. They felt their prejudices give way, and
acknowledged that the minifter of the home department,
although a patriot, appeared to be an honeft man. The
jealous noted down thefe confeflions, that they might
reprefent Roland as a partifan of ariftocracy; a title by
which they have fince diftinguifbed every friend of reafon

and humanity.
I fhould be glad to know how Roland, who, under
the
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the old government, had ftood in the way of his own
promotion by fupporting the liberty of commerce, on
which fubjeét his opinions were confidered as a crime;
who had profefled his principles in works publithed
from fifteen to twenty years before ; who faithful to thofe
principles at the time of the revolution, had taken fuch
a decided part in its favour as to attratt the enmity of
all the ariftocracy of Lyons; who, ¢levated to the mi-
nifiy, had there condulled himfelf with the greateft
firmnefs and energy; who had dared to write a letter
to the king, which the partifans of the throne have not
yet forgiven him; who, recalled to the adminiftration
of public affairs by the infurrection of the icth of
Auguft, was interefted in defending it both by his
intereft and his glory ; how, I fay, could Roland feck to
decry it; to favour the royalifts who hated him, or
would have looked upon him with eyes of diltruft; and
to refltore ariftocracy, of which he had deferved the
hatred, and which at this very moment is rejoicing at
the perfecution he undergoes?  What could he have in
view? He had reached the higheft elevation then at-
tainable, and enjoyed great confideration: both ambition
and felf-intereft could feek for notling more than to
remain in place ; and if he had liftencd to them he would
have foothed men’s paffions, flattered the different partics,
and have been upon his guard againft giving offcnce. The
care of not making enemies is the ftrongeft characteriftic
of the ambitious man, already arrived at eminence in
a republic; while Roland, on the contrary, rigo-
roufly denounced the abufes he could not reprefs, never
flattered any man whatever, nor ever gave way to the
violence or to the prejudices of the times. This is the
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condult of a fincere and courageous man, and not that of
a hypocrite.—Let us now return to the members of the

Convention, to whom the fame reafoning will apply.
The cleoral body of Paris was evidently at the com-
mand of Robefpierre and Danton: its nominations were
entirely their work. Itis notorious that Robefpierre made
an harangue againft Prieftley, and in favour of Marat: it
is notorious that he brought forward his brother: it is
equally well-known that Danton, cafting afide his mini-
fterial functions, repaired to the huftings to exercife his
fway; nor is it forgotten, that thefe ringleaders of the
cle€tors were the means of getting d’Orleans returned.
(Here I afk, by the way, Why he was not waited for at
the trial of the deputies, with whom he was confounded in
the articles of impeachment, and to whom he was affigned
as an accomplice ?) Among the Parifian delegates to
the Convention were feen the members of the famous
Committee of Vigilance (furveillance), that direCted the
September maffacres, and advifed the departments to imi-
tate fo good an example, in a circular letter, which is well
known, and which Danton forwarded under his own cover.
There were alfo feen men accufed of robberies, whom
the council-general, compofed in part of new members,
has fince thought it indifpenfable to denounce, although
fitting in the Conventicn, where they ftill remain upon the
top of the Mountain (Sergent and Panis). The conflitu-
ents, repairing to the Convention, and acquainted with
Paris, the revolution, and all the men of any note, came
there uneafy at this Parifian deputation, indignant at the
events of the 2d of September, and difpofed to diftruft the
one, and to punifh the authors of the other. This difpofi-
tion would not have efcaped the perfons interefted, even if
the
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the conftituents had endeavoured to conceal it, which they
did not do, But the Convention opened before it was
complete, and the Parifian members formed a party, which
was recruited with all the ignorant and weak, asfatt as they
arrived: it had already colleéted a good number by the
time the whole Convention had got rogether, and all the
conflituents were there, I need not fay, that I give this ap-
pellation to the members who had belonged to the affem-
bly of 1789, and who, for the moft part, feated them-
felves on what was called the right fide of the Convention.

The agitation of Paris, the condu& of its commune,
the weaknefs of the department ¥, the high tone of its de-
puties, and the tyranny of the galleries, fuggefted the idea
of a departmentary guard, as the firft ftep to infure the
liberty of the national reprefentation, to remind the Pari-
fians that they were not its mafters, and to prevent the
departments from forgetting the neceflity of maintaining
an equilibrium for the common advantage. In Buzot's
report on the fubjet may be feen the principal reafons in
favour of this propolfition. It was a gauntlet thrown down
as the fignal for combat. The Parifian members felt that
they were in danger of lofing their afcendancy, and as
fome of the number were criminals, who could only be
faved by maintaining it, every effort was made to parry fo
fatal a blow. From that moment it became a war of ex-
termination, and as fuch they carried it on; but their
adverfaries were not fufficiently aware of the danger : they
were not ready enough to coalefce, becaufe they did not
imagine that truth ftood in need of a party; they negleted

# Department means here the dire®ory of the department of
TParis, which made fome feeble attempts to check the prefumption of
the Commune. Tranf.

H3 the
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the Jacobin club, becaufe the Jacobins gave them a bad
reception; and they did not intrigue, becaufe they had
neither money nor cunning enough for that purpofe. About
forty of them ufed indecd to meet and converfe at Va-
lazé’s, whence there proceeded much courage to fupport
principles, and brave clamour, and much devotion to the
public good ; but never any meafures, unlefs in the fhape
of motions, which were imputed to them as crimes. They
withed to go to work upon the conftitution in the beft
way they might be able, fince it was in vain to hope by
further fkirmifhing to cbtain a better fituation. The lead-
ers of the Parifian deputation were defirous, on the contrary,
to entangle the Convention in a trial, that they might keep
up the heat of the public mind, make a merit of the death
of 2 man already tumbled from the throne, and incapable
of doing mifchief, and retard a conftitution, of which the
completion would have reftored order, and fet bounds to
their power. Rut, it may be faid, thefe are the men who
have made one fince the 2d of June—Yes, and thefe are
the men who prevented itbefore, as the journals of the
time will fhew; and the proof that they care no more
about itat prefent is, that after having got it accepted,
they have fufpended its execution, by declaring that
France remains ina ftate of revolution ; fo that the depart-
ments, which were only induced to accept it by laffitude,
enjoy no better repofe than before.  Never, indeed, did
they fuffer fo much agitation and mifery of every kind.
It is cafy for any one who has attended the fittings of
the Convention, to fay from whence all the fcandalous
fcenes proceeded.  When the members of the right fide
realoned, they were accufed: if they attempted to defend
themfelves they were called to order, loaded with abufe by
the
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the galleries, and even fpit upon. If, indignant at this treat-
ment, they appealed to their conftituents, they were called
confpirators, and clubs and piftols were fhewn to them;
and yet it is now faid upon their trial, that they governed.
What was it that they did to their liking?>~—~Nothing
whatever: they could not then be either in poffeflion of
power, or leading men in the Convention. Their fpeeches
in the affair of the king fufficiently prove their good fenfe,
and their defire of eftablifhing the republic by wifdom
rather than blood. I fhall not enter into an examination
of thefe fpeeches: it is neceffary to read them to form a
judgment of their merit.  All thefe things will no doubt
be appreciated by pofterity without partiality: it will fee,
that forgetting themfelves, they calculated for its advan-
tage; it will horour their memory, and ftrew their graves
with flowers; a vain and tardy homage, which cannot re-
ftore life to thofe who have loft it; but the hope of which
affords confolation to thofe who facrifice themfelves for
their country’s good.

The murder of le Pelletier is ftilla kind of myftery;
but I fhall never forget two falts, which I will mention
here: the firft is, that all the members, at prefent pro-
fcribed, were aflicted beyond meafure at that event. 1 faw
Buzot and Louvet fhed tears of rage, perfuaded that fome
bold mountaineer had done the deed with a view of
afcribing it to the members of the right fide, and of ex-
citing againft them the revolutionary fanaticifin of the
people. The fecond is, that Gorfas, expreffing this opinion
in tolerably clear terms, added, that cither the affaflin
would never be difcovered at all, or that he would be found
dead. It is certain thata Parifian Mountaineer, difpatched
with another in purfuit of Paris, did not overtake him till be

Hg4 came
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came to an inn in Normandy, where they faid that he had
blown out his brains. It isalfo certain, that the Mountain
made a kind of faint of le Pelletier, who certainly little
expe&ted fuch an honour. A weak and rich man, he had
only gore over o them through fear, like Heraut-de-
Sechelles, and other ci-devant nobles of the fame ftamp;
and was only of ufe to them by the manner of his death.
Tts effect was fuch as the right fide had forefeen; and this
is an additional reafon for being fatisfied that the fugitives
are not the authors of that of Marat, even if it were not
abfurd to fuppofe, that refolution like Charlotte Corday’s
could be affumed at any man’s bidding. Befides, confider-
ing the circumftances of the times, and their intention of
coming to Paris, their having any fharc in the immolation
of Marat, would have been a noft dangerous aét of folly.
To this we may add, that men, abhorrent of blood, en-
deavouring to reprefs murder, pillage, and all other ex-
ceffes, and bold enough to defy their adverfaries to their
faces, are not likely to have recourfe to fuch means; while
they are natural enough to a Danton, who drew up the
lits of the September maffacres at his own houfe, and
who difperfed the culogium of them under his own covers,
and to his coadjutors, the members of the Committee of
Vigilance, who were the directors of that bloody bufinefs.

It is neceffary to ftudy the fittings of the Jacobins inall
thefe corjunttures, to fee how the 10oth of March was
prepared, and to be acquainted with that day’s confpiracy,
which firft mifcarried, and was afterwards refumed, to
be able to fet a juft value upon the audacious charges

which attribute our misfortunes to the fages about to
be facrificed.

It is truly curious to fee how Amar, the reporter, con-
founds
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founds dates, things, and perfons. He makes the war of la
Vendée the work of the right fide, of the pretended fac-
tion in which he includes Roland.—Now the troubles in
la Vendée did not begin till two months after he had gone
out of office; and certainly at that period the Briffotines
were not the leaders of the Convention : it cannot then be
their faule if efficacious meafures were not taken to appeafe
thofe difturbances. I will go further: I will venture to
affirm, that with Roland’s a&tivity, and his vigilant cor-
refpondence, the troubles in la Vendce would never have
had time to get to any head: it was Garat’s want of energy
that encouraged their growth. 1know from his firft clerk,
that in the beginning that weak minifter was ftrangely
tardy in his proceedings. Champagneux prefented to him
his ideas concerning the rapid means it was proper to em-
ploy; but Garat, always uncertain how to act, adopted
no plan, and fuffered a fpark to kindle a conflagration.

Amar pretends that the fugitives after their profcrip-
tion, attempted to affemble in Ja Vendée. What was
there then to prevent them, if foinclined? They would
be in fafety, inftead of wandering about, forlorn adven-
turers. They are every moment in danger of lofing
their lives, which they might infure by going over to the
Englith, whofe agents they are faid to have been.—
‘What is it then that reftrains them ?

Abominable calumniators, worthy to be compared
with the infcnfate wretches who condemned Socrates,
with the jealous beings who ruined Phocion, with the
intriguers who banithed Ariftides, and with the villains
who murdered Dion, you fay to the people: Here is
liberty, and you violate it in the perfons of their repre-
fentatives ; you pretend to give them a conftitution, and

you
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you will not permit them to enjoy it; you proferibe,
imprifon, or bring to trial, two hundred members of the
convention; and you fay that they over-awed you, that they
were a fa®tion : what then are you? You who defpife all
rights, who fet yourfelves above all authority, who abufe
every fpecies of power, who govern by the fword, who
preach up nothing but terror, and who have impofed
upon groaning France the moft execrable tyranny !—
What did thefe men, whom you accufe of many crimes,
without proving a fingle one, get in the honourable
ftruggle they fuftained with intrepidity agzinft villany
and blind delufion, in the midft of mortifications without
number, and of dangers which they were aware of,
which they preditted, which you colleted over their
beads, and with which you have overwhelmed them ?—
Tbey made a trade of their opinions concerning the colonies.—
Why the rich planters hated them: they did not pay
them then; or if they did, where are their bills ? Was it
not they who got a decree pafied to oblige every mem-
ber to furnith an account of his fortune, and to affign
the reafons of its increafe fince the revolution? Youdid
not enforce its execution, and you have fince pretended
not to remember it, by lately pafling another of the fame
purport, and of which the effet will be the fame. You
bring Perrin to trial: why then do you keep Sergent
among you, and why do you not make Danton regorge
his ill-gotten wealth 2 The day perhaps will come; for
it is natural that you fhould deftroy one another at laft,
and for that purpofe make ufe of your own hands. But
how happens it that the wives of the rich members you
have profcribed are fo pinched by poverty ?
Gaudet’s wife, fuckling a child born in thefe difaftrous
times,
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times, guarded fince her hufband’s departure by a gen-
darme, who makes a mockery of her tears, apd watched
by a barbarous porter, the prefident of the fection, who
will not fuffer a parcel to be carried out, only fubfifts
upon the produce of a few effects; watches, filver {poons,
and linen, which fhe difpofes of by ftealth. The wife of
Genfonné, dying of grief and of difeafe, depends upon
the fecret afliftance of a few fiiends to provide for the
fupport of two charming children. Briffot’s wife, con-
fined at firft in ready furnifhed lodgings, becaufe her door
was fealed up, was afierwards dragged to the Foree;
where the would be living fiill, as fhe did for five days,
upon bread and water, and be lying upon ftraw, if a
friendly hand had not afforded her fome relief. The
wives of Petion and Roland, fellow prifoners at Sainte
Pelagie, are obliged to borrow, to pay the trifling ex-
pences to which they cenfine themfelves.  And you,
Chabot, where did you get thofe fums, thar you call the
fortune of your bride. And you but recrimina-
tion, however juft, is unworthy of the caufe of thofe ce-
Jebrated men, who are now kept ftanding by tyranny at
the bar of a fanguinary tribunal, the compofition of which
would make us laugh, if it did not infpire us with horror.
And thefe men, not yet under fentence, are crowded into
a fingle room of the prifon, to the number of twenty-
nine, with one bed for every five! O France! you fuffer
this treatment to be inflicted on, I will not fay your
children, but your fathers in liberty, and your champions,
and yet you talk of a republic!

I have not courage enough to dwell upon the particulars
of thefe abominable charges, after the public reading of

which an advocate for the prifoners was heard to obferve,
that
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that not one of the written documents on which they were
founded had been communicated to him, as the law di-
re&s. On his requeft that the tribunal would take this
matter into confideration, the prefident whifpered for a
moment to fomebody on his right, and then anfweredin a
faltering voice, that the immenfe number of thefe papers
rendered their communication difficule; that befides a
great many of them were fealed up at the houfes of the
accufed ; that they fhould be fent for, but that the trial
in the mean time muft go on.—Thus did they proceed
to the drawing up of the charges upon the ftrength of
papers that had never been feen, and which are fuppofed
to be at the houfes of the accufed ; and thus do they pro-
ceed to judgment without communicating thofe they
pretend to have in their poffeflion, under the pretext
they are too numerous—and this is not an impofture !—
Good heavens!—Never could I have believed thefe
things if I had not been prefent.  Called upon to attend
as a witnefs at the trial, T was one of the auditory at the
opening of the bufinefs: I imagined that it was their in-
tention to take advantage of the truth I might have the
courage to tell, to effe&t my ruin.—After the reading of
the charges 1 withdrew, and waited for my turn to be
called: it did not come; and I was carried back to my
prifon: this is the third day, and nobody as yet is come
for me. I paffed the hours of expetation on the firlt in the
officz of the clerk of the court, where I fpoke with energy
and freedom to all thofe who happened to be there.
Have they reflected that this energy and freedom might
have an effect upon the audience, that it is better to
avoid it, to difpatch the deputies firft, and then to fend for
me to finith my own affairs, without making me an inte-

refting
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refting acceffory at the trial of others ?—1I am afraid fo.—
I am defirous of deferving death, by bearing witnefs in
their favour while they are alive, and I fear I fhall lofe
the opportunity. I am upon thorns; I wait for the
meflenger as a diftrefled foul waits for its deliverer;

and have only written the above obfervations to beguile
my impatience.
Oftober 23.

MY LAST THOUGHTS.

To ke, or mot to be, that is the queftion.
1t will foon be refolved in regard to me.

Islife a property which belongs to us? I think it is;
but this property is given us upon conditions in regard
to which alone we are liable to error.

We are born to feek happinefs for ourfelves and to
contribute to that of others: the focial ftate extends this
deftination, as well as all our other faculties, without
creating any thing new.

As long as we have a field before us in which we can
pradtife virtue, and give a great example, it becomes us
not to quit it; for courage confifts in continuing our
carcer in fpite of misforrune. But if malevolence fet
bounds to that career, we are free to ftop thort of them,
efpecially when the fortitude with which we might under-
go its laft effe@s can be conducive to no one’s advantage.
When I was put in confinement, I flattered myfelf that I
fhould contribute to my hutband’s glory, and help to en-
lighten the public, if brought to trial. But it was then

that
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that I thould have been tried, and our perfecutors were
too dexterous to choofe their time fo ill. They were
circumfpeét as long «s they had any thing to fear from
thofe, who, having fled from their violence, infpired the
departments with zeal in their defence.  But now that
terror holds its iron feeptre over a fukingated world, in-
folent guilt no longer delays its triumph ; it deludes, it
opprefles, and the gaping multitude wonders at its power.
An immenfe city, fed upon blood and lies, furioufly ap
plauds abominable profcriptions, on which it ftupidly
imagines its falvation to depend.

Two months ago, I afpired to the honour of afcending
the fcaffold 5 the vitim was then allowed to fpeak, and the
energy of a courageous mind might have been ferviceable
to the caufe of truth. Nowallis loft!—This generation,
rendered ferocious by infamous preachers of carnage,
looks upon the friends of mankind as confpirators, and
confiders as its chumpions thofe abject wretches, who
cover their vile paffions and their cowardice with the
mafk of frantic enthufiafm. To live in the midft of it, is
bafely to fubmit to its horrible government, and to give
room for the commiffion of new atrocities.

I know that the reign of the wicked cannot be of long
duration : they generally furvive their power, and almoft
always undergo the punifhment they have deferved.

Unknown and overlooked, I might in folitude and
filence have withdrawn myfelf from the horrors which
rend the bofom of my country, and have waited in the
pratice of private virtues, for the period of its misfortunes.
But a prifoner, and marked out as a vi¢tim, by prolong-
ing my exiftence, I fhall only afford a new gratification to
tyranny.

8 Let
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Let us deceive it then, fince it is not to be over-
thrown.

Forgive me, refpetable man, for difpofing of a life
which I had devoted to you: your misfortunes would
have attached me to it, if I had been permitted to alle-
viate them, But I am robbed for ever of the power of
doing fo, and you lofe nothing but a fhadow, 2 ufelefs
object of affliCtion and uneafinefs.

Forgive me, my dear child, young and tender girl,
whofe fweet image is impreffed upon my maternal heart,
and ftaggers my refolution. Oh! certainly, I would not
have deprived you of your guide, if it had been poffible
that they would have let her remain with you: the cruel
wretches! have they any pity upon innocence !~—But do
what they will, they cannot rob you of my example ; and
I feel, and I will venture to fay, upon the very brink of
the grave, that it is a rich inheritance.

All you, whom heaven in its bounty gave me for friends,
dire¢t your attentions towards my orphan. A young plant
violently torn from her native foil, fhe would have withered
perhaps, or have been bruifed by the hand of the fpoiler ;
but you placed her in a kindly fhelter, and beneath a re-
viving fhade : there may fhe flourifh, and may her beauty
and her virtues repay your care !=—Do not grieve at a
refolution which puts an end to my fufferings: I can
bear adverfity : you know me, and you will not believe
that weaknefs or fear have prompted my decifion. If
any one could affure me that before the tribunal at which
fo many juft men are arraigned, I fhould be allowed to
indicate the tyrants, I would appear there with pleafure;
but experience has too well fhewn that the vain formality

of judgment is only an infulting parade in which they take
care
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care to refufe the victim the privilege of fpeech ®.  Shall
I then wait till it pleafe my executioners to indicate the
hour of my death, and to enhance their triumph by the
infolent clamours to which I fhall be expofed. Moft
certainly, I fhould be able to brave them, if my fortitude
could inftruét the ftupid populace; but they are no
longer capable of fecling any thing, except the favage -
delight of feeing the blood of others fpilt, while they run
no rifk of thedding their own.

The time foretold is come, when their cries for bread
are appeafed with dead bodies: their degraded nature is
regaled by the fpetacle, and the gratification of this
brutal appetite will render the fearcity of bread fupport-
able, until it fhall exceed the fufferance of nature.

Perhaps, fome one may fay, thefe dominators of the
prefent day, who facrifice every thing to their fears, may
not extend their fury fo far as you.—Why, do you not
fee that they have referved the facility of doing fo by
comprifing me in the abfurd indi@tment againft the re-
publicans whom they deteft ?

Shall I then hold my exiftence fubjet to their pleafure,
until the fancy fhall take them, of firft bringing me for-
ward in my turn upon the ftage, and then commanding
the exit of fo formidable a witnefs of their villany ?—
Yes, formidable, for long ago my eyes read the fecret of
their hearts, my foul abhorred them, and my courage fet
themat defiance: they know it: they muft then be de-
termined on my ruin.

But the chances of a new revolution ; the approach of

* Look at Gorfas; he is condemned; he is about to die; he is in
their hands; they forbad him to fpeak: fuch is the fate of the
courageous apofiles of liberty,

the
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the foreign armies!—Whae fignifies it to my fafety?—
I fhould like as little to owe it to the Auftrians, as to re-
ceivedeath from the French at prefent in power, They
are alike the enemies of my country, and 1 defire nothing
from any of them but their honourable hatred.

Oh! if thofe pufillanimous beings, thofe men un-
worthy of the name, whofe weaknefs aflumed the dif~
guife of prudence, and ruined the eftimable fewenty-two,
if they had poffeffed my courage, they would have re-
deemed the firft faults of their conduct ; they would have
provoked on the fecond of June, by a formal oppofition,
the imprifonment to which they have juft been configned.
Their refiftance then would have enlightened the uncer-
tain and timid departments; it would have faved the re-
public; and if they had been doomed to perifh, it would
have been with as much glory to themfelves, as utility
to their country.

The cowards, they entered into a compromife with
guilt !'—It was decreed that they fhould fall in their turn;
but they fall inglorioufly, unpitied by any one, and with
nothing to hope for from pofterity, but its perfe&t con-
tempt. Why, in this laft conjuncture, rather than obey
their tyrants, defcend to their bar, walk out of the affem-
bly like a timid flock marked for flaughter by the butcher,
and fubmit to be taken into cuftody, why did they not do
themfelves juftice by falling upon the monfters, and ex-
punging them from the face of the earth?

Divinity, fupreme being, foul of the univerfe, prin-
ciple of every thing grear, gcod, and happy, thou in
whofe exiftence 1 believe, becaufe I muft needs emanate
from fomething better than what I fee around me,
I am about to be reunited to thine effence!—I[ in-
voke the kindnefs of all thofe to whom I was dear in

Parr Il I favour
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favour of that good fervant, whofe uncommon fidelity made
her a pattern in her way. The excellent woman! How
many tears has her attachment for me made her fhed
during thefe thirtcen years paft. How many fecret for-
rows has fhe fhared in filence, which but for her tender
cares I fhould not have known that fhe perceived!
What aQivity in my afflitions! What devotion in
my misfortunes !—If the chimzras of the metemp-
fychofis had any reality, and if our wifhes could have
any influence upon the changes we fhould undergo,
I thould be glad to return to the world in another fhape,
that I might take care of her in my turn, and adminifter
comfort to the old age of fo kind and worthy a creature !
O my friends! difcharge the debt I owe her; it is the
moft grateful tribute you can pay to my memory.

As to my property, I find in the refolution I have
taken, the advantage of fecuring it to whom it belongs :
it will defcend to my daughter, who, even if they fhould
feize upon her father’s fortune, would have a right to
claim every thing of mine on which the State has put its
feals: fhe can claim befides twelve thoufand livres (500l.)
which were my portion, as will appear by the marniage
contra&, executed in February 1780, at Durand’s, a no-
tary, refident at Paris, in Dauphine Square. Moreover
an eftate, a little wood, and a meadow, bought by me, in
purfuance of the power given me by the written low *
according to which I was married, from monies arifing

* The written law (% droit écrit) is the old Roman law, which
was retained in feveral parts of France till the fall of the ancient
defpotic fyftem. It was fo called in contradiftin@ion to the tradi-
tionary cuftoms, or common law, which prevailed in other places.
Hence the provinces of France were divided inte Pays de droit
écrit, and Pays Contumier.~TFranf,
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from fundry fums that came to me in my own right, by
inheritance or reimburfement, as will appear by the
contratt exccuted at Dufrefne’s, a notary, Rue Vivienne,
in 1791, and by a deed of which duplicates exift in my
apartment at Théfée, and at Villefranche; the whole
amounting to thirteen or fourteen thoufand livres. [From
£.540 to £.580].

I have befides a thoufand crowns in paper, which
fhall be pointed out. I defire that enough may be taken
out of that fum to buy my daughter the harp on which
the plays, and which I hired from Koliker, a mufical
inftrument maker, rue des Foffés-Saint-Germain-des Prés:
he is an honeft and fair-dealing man, and will perhaps
abate fomething of the hundred crowns (£.12.10s.), which
he afked me for it. At any rate, I fhould rather choofe
it to be laid out in this way than kept in paper.  Virtues
are the firft of treafures: but they are employed to
better advantage by the help of talents. Nobody can
tell the relief that mufic affords in folitude and misfor-
tune, nor from how many feductions it may be a pre-
f¢rvative in profperous days. Let the teacher of the
harp be kept a few months longer; by that time, if
circumftances will not admit of further expenfe, the
dear little girl, by making a good ufe of her time, will
know enough for her own amufement. Among the
things fealed up is an excellent forte-piano, bought out
of my favings, and for which ‘the receipt was confe-
quently made out in my own name, as will appear by
examining the papers: let it by all means be claimed.
As to drawing, that is the effential article to which
her application, care, and attention, ought to be di-
rected.

I=2 1 have
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I have found means to get a letter written to her
uncle and godfather, and I hope, if he be at liberty,
that he will take the neceflary fteps to fecure for my
child what belongs to her. In that cafe, my daughter
not being left deftitute herfelf, ought to provide for our
maid Fleury; and this is what I beg thofe who may
watch over her conduct to induce her to do.

My venerable relations, the Befnards, rue et ile St.
Louis, placed fome money in my hufband’s hands, of
which we ufed to pay them the intereft.  As they may be
ignorant of the forms to be obferved in eftablithing their
claim, the neceffary information fhould be given to thofe
refpeltable old people. They fhould now and then alfo
fee their great-great-nicce, who ftands them in the
ftead of a child, and who will foon be their only hope.

I never had any jewels; but I poffefs two rings of
very moderate value, which were left me by my father;
I intend them, as memorials, the emerald for my
daughter’s adoptive father, the other for my friend
Bofc.

I have nothing to add to what I lately expreffed to
the generous woman who has the goodnefs to be a
mother to my child: the fervices which fhe and her
hufband render me, infpire a fentiment whick I fhall
carry with me to the grave, and which words cannot
exprefs,

May my lat letter to my daughter fix her attention
upon that object which appears to be her effential duty;
and may the remembrance of her mother attach her
for ever to thofe virtues which afford confolation for
every thing that can befal us.

Farewell, my dear child, my worthy hufband, my

faithful
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faithful fervant, and my good friends; farewell, thou fun,
whofe refplendent beams ufed to fhed ferenity over my
foul while they recalled it to the fkies: farewell, ye fo-
litary Relds whofe fight has {o often called forth foft emo-
tions; and you, ye ruftic inhabitants of Thezée, who
were wont to blefs my prefence, whom I attended in
ficknefs, whofe labours I alleviated, and whofe indigence
I relieved, farewell ; farewell peaceful retirements, where
I have enriched my mind wich moral truths, and learnt
in the filence of meditation to govern my paffions, and
to defpife the vanity of the world.

TO MY DAUGHTER.

Oftober 18, 1793.

I do not know, my dear girl, whether I fhall be al-
lowed to fee, or to write to you again. RemeMBER YOUR
MoTHER. In thefz few words is contained the beft ad-
vice I can give you. You have feen me happy in ful-
filling my duties, and in giving affiftance to thofe who
were in diftrefs.—It is the only way of being fo.

You have feen me tranquil in misfortune and in con-
finement, becaufe I was free from remorfe, and be-
caufe I enjoyed the pleafing recolle&ions that good ac-
tions leave behind them. This alfo is the only mean
of fupporting the evils of life, and the viciflitudes of
fortune,

Perhaps, as I hope, you arc not fated to undergo
trials fo fevere as mine; but there are others againft
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which you ought to be equally on your guard. Pro-
priety of condult, and occupation, arc the beft prefer-
vatives againft every danger; and neceflity, as well
as prudence, require you to attend ferioufly to your
ftudies,

Be worthy of your parents: they leave you great
examples to follow; and if you are carcful to avail
yourfelf of them, your exiftence will not be ufelefs to
mankind.

Farewell, my beloved child, you who drew life from
my bofom, and whom I with to imprefs with all my
fentiments. The time will come when you will be
better able to judge of the efforts I make at this mo-
ment to reprefs the violent emotions which your dear
image excites. I prefs you to my heart.

Farewell, my Eudora,

TO MY FAITHFUL SERVANT FLEURY.

My dear Fleury, vou whofe fidelity, fervices, and at-
tachment, have been fo grateful to me for thete thirteen
years paft, receive my embraces, and my farewell.

Preferve the remembrance of what I was. It will
confole you for what I fuffer: the good pafs on to
glory when they defcend to the tomb. My forrows arc
about to terminate; lay afide yours, and think of the
peace which I am about to enjoy, and which nobody
will in future be able to difturb. Tell my Agatha that
I carry with me to the grave the fatisfaction of being be-

loved
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loved by her from my infancy, and the regret of not
being able to give her proofs of my attachment, I
could have withed to be of fervice to you, do not at leaft
let me aflict you.
Farewell, my poor Fleury, farewell!

Friday, 24 Oftober.

You cannot imagine, dear Jany, all the vexation I
have fuffered at not being able to write to you at my
eafe, nor even to read your letter at leifure: I perceived
that I had an officer clofe at my hecels, and was afraid on
your account. I am like a perfon afMlitted with the
plague. I have no longer any thing to lofe, but I am
frightened out of my wits for thofe who accoft me; in-
fomuch that yefterday at the court of juftice, I was in
doubr whether I fhould return the falute of 2 man whom
I recollected, and whom I thought highly imprudent for
fhewing me politenefs in public.—I was prefent at the
reading of thofe articles of impeachment, a prodigy of
delufion, or rather a mafter piece of perfidy. As foon as
they had been read, the advocate, Chauvean, obferved,
in terms of grear moderation, that, contrary to all the
forms of law, the documents on which they were founded
had not been communicated to the prifoners’ counfel,
and that he begged the tribunal to take the matter into
confideration, and give orders for their delivery.  After
a moment’s whifpering, the prefident made anfwer, in a
faltering voice, that the papers in queftion were for the
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moft part fealed up at the houfes of the accufed; that
orders would be given to proceed to the removal of the
feals, and that in the mean time the trial would begin.
Yes, Jany, I heard this very diftin&tly with my own
ears! I looked about to fee if it were not a dream, and
I afked of myfelf whether pofterity would believe thefe
things if they thould come to its knowledge ?—Well, the
people feit nothing of all this; they did not perceive the
atrocity of fuch conduc ; the abfurdity of bringing for-
ward a charge and of withholding the vouchers of its
truth ; the ftupidity of pretending that thefe documents
are at the houfes of the accufed, of whofe papers as yet
no inventory has been taken; and the folly and impu-
dence of confeffing it. The prefident muttered a few
words befides concerning the immenfe number of the
other papers, and the difficulty of communicating them ;
but this was neither more juft, nor lefs abfurd. The
witneffes were then fent out of court, that they might be
called in their turns to make their depofition: mine is
not yet come, but probably may to-morrow. I can
perceive nothing, in thefe proceedings, but the inten-
tion of taking advantage of the truths I may have the
courage to tell, to efict my ruin, which, confidering
the villins I have to deal with, and my contempt of
death, is by no means difficulr. Perhaps then we are
doomed to meet no more. My friendfhip bequeaths
to you the care of my memory. If I could think
of any thing more conformable to the gencrofity of
your fentiments known too late, I would charge you with
it: but why, my dear Jany, known to late? It was
Provid=nce that conducled every thing: had I earlier
known your worth, my affc&ion for you would have

involved
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involved youin my misfortunes. You will difpofe of every
thing for the beft. A fall out of the window may be fup-
pofed, and thofe who will not believe it may be fent tofee.
As there are a great many workmen, mafons and others,
nothing is more eafy than to imagine, that one of them, or
fomebody difguifed like one of them, ftole, at a certain
hour under my window, and reccived the parcel.—This
idea is indeed a very good one, and carries with it an air
of probability. The porsraits, anecdotes, and other detached
picces, fhould be prefented to the public as materials to
be worked up inbetter times. The little depot ought not
to be neglected: it fhould be added to the mafs.

The being fumnmoned as a witnefs previoufly to the
being judicially accufed, forces me to adopt a different
mode of proceeding from that on which I had determined
when I gave you my will, and for which I had already
made my preparations: I will then drain the bitter cup to
the laft drop, Farewell, Jany, farewell!

e

Your letter, my dear Bofc, was highly welcome: it
difcovers to me your whole heart, and the full extent of
your attachment: they are both as uncommon, in my efti-
mation, as they are dear to my heart. 'We do not how-
ever differ fo much as you imagine; we did not underftand
each other perfettly. It was not my intention to depart at
that moment, but to procure the means of doing fo when I
fhould deem it fitting. 1 was defirous of rendering ho-
mage to the truth, as I have it in my power to do, and
then to make my exit juft before the laft ceremony. 1
thought it noble thus to deceive the tyrants. I had long

ruminated
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ruminated on this project ; and I fwear to you, that it was
not infpired by weaknefs. I am perfectly Well: my head
is as cool, and my fpirit as unbroken, as ever, Trueit is,
however, that the prefeat trial embitters my forrows, and
inflames my indignation. I thought that the fugitives alfo
had been taken up. It is poffible that deep grief, and the
exaltation of fentiments already terrible, matured in the
fecret recefles of my heart a refolution, to which my mind
did not fail to afcribe the moft excellent motives.

Called upon to give cvidence in this affair, I thought
that it neceflarily changed my mode of proceeding. I was
determined to avail myfelf of the opportunity to reach the
goal with greater celerity: I intended to thunder, and then
to make a finith. I thought that this very circumftance
would authorize me to fpeak without referve, and that I
ought to have it in my pocket when going into court. I
did not however wait for it to fupport my charalter. Du-
ring the hours of expettation that I paffed in the clerk’s
office, in the midlt of ten perfons, officers, judges of the
other feétions, &c. and in the hearing of Hebert and Chabot,
who came into the next room, I fpoke with equal energy
and freedom. My turn to be heard did not come; they
were to fetch me the fecond day after: the third however is
almoft over, and nobody has yet appeared. I fear that thefe
knaves perceive that I may poffibly furnifh an interefting
epifode, and think that, after having fummoned me, it is
better to reje® my evidence.

1 wait with impatience, and am now afraid that I fhall
not have an opportunity of acknowledging my friends in
their prefence. You are of opinion, my dear Bofc, that in
either cafe I ought to wait for, and not haften the cataftro-
phe; it is on this alone that we are not perfeitly agreed.

It
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It feems to me, that there would be weaknefs in receiving
the coup-de-grace from the hands of others inftead of taking
it from onc’s own; and in expofing one’s felf to the infolent
clamours of a brutal populace, asunworthy of fuch an ex-
ample as incapable of turning it to any account. No doubt
it would have been right to do fo three months ago; but
now it will be Joft upon the prefent generation; and as to
pofterity, the other refolution, well managed, will have
quite as good an effect.

You fee that you did not underftand me.—Jxamine
then the matter in the fame point of view in which it
ftrikes me: it is not at all the fame as that in which you
feeit.  'When you fhall thus have maturely confidered it,
I will abide by your determination.

I haften to conclude, that you may have my anfwer by
the fame conveyance: it is enough for me to have indi-
cated what you will be able to invefligate in the leifure of
meditation.—My poor little girl! Where then is fhe?
Let me know, I beg of you: fend me a few particulars,
that my mind’s eye at leaft may fee her in her new fitua-
tion. Affefied by your cares, you think that I feel likewife
the cruelty of all thefe circumftances. I underftand that
my brother-in-law is in confinement: no doubt the fequef~
tration of his property is ftill in force, and perhaps he is
in danger of banifhment.

Confider that your friendfhip, which finds the tafk T im-
pofe upon it 2 painful one, may ealily deceive you, as to
what you can or ought to do in that refpect. Try to think
of the matter, as if it were neither you nor I, but two indif-
ferent perfons, in our relative fituations, fubmitted to your
impartial judgment, Attend to my fortitude, weigh my
reafons, calculate coolly, and recolle&t how little the mob

is worth that feafts upon fuch a fight.
I embrace



( 124 )

1 embrace you tenderly. Jany will tell you what it is

poflible to attempt fome morning; but take care notto run
any hazard.

NOTES
On my Trial, and the Examination by wbich it began.

A the firt moment of my confinement, 1 thought of
writing to Duperret, to beg him to get fome attention
paid to my complaints. Without being intimate with him,
I had obferved in his character that kind of courage which
prompts a man to ftand forth without fear of confequences
whenever he has it in his power to oblige; and he had in-
fpired me with that confidence which arifes in a revolution
from a conformity of principles. I was not deceived : Du-
perret anfwered me with kindnefs and warmth; and added,
to the expreflions of his own fentiments, fome intelligence
concerning the ftate of public affairs, and the fugitive de-
puties. 1 thanked him; and, in replying to the paflage
that related to our friends, expreflfed my withes for their
fafety, and for that of my country. A few days after, hav-
ing printed the examination which I had undergone before
an adminiftrator of the police at the Abbey, I fenta copy
to Duperret ; and took that opportunity of teftifying my
contempt for the filly lies which Hebert had juft told in
fpeaking of me in his Pere Duchefue. ‘The whole of our
correfpondence might amount to three or four fhort let-
ters, including a note, in which I acquainted Duperret,
as [ acquainted at the time feveral other perfons, whom I
fuppofed to take an intereft in my welfare, with the fudden
transformation of my enlargement from the Abbey, into

a new
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a new confinement at Sainte-Pelagie. It is on this corref-
pondence that they mean to found an accufation againft
me, as having been at leaft indireQly conneéted with the
rebels of Calvados. The very day of Briffot’s execution
I was removed tothe Conciergerie, put into a noifome room,
and forced to fleep ina bed without theets, which a fellow-
prifoner was good enough to lend me. The day after 1
was examined in the office of the tribunal, by judge
David, accompanied by the public accufer, and in the
prefence of 2 man whom | fufpe@ to be ajuror. At firft
they afked me many tedious queftions concerning what
Roland was before the 14th July, 1789; who was mayor
of Lyons when he was municipal officer, 8&c.—1I anfwered
thefe queltions by an exact relation of falts; but from that
very moment 1 could perceive that, while afking a great
many particulars, they did not wifh me to be circumftan-
tial in my anfwers. After this, without any tranfition, I was
afked, if at the time of the Convention I had not been in
the habit of feeing fuch and fuch members (here the pro-
fcribed and the condemned were named); and if in their
conferences [ had not heard them mention a departmentary
force, and the means of obtaining it. I had to remark, that
1 had feen fome of thofe members as friends, with whom
Roland had been intimate from the time of the Conftituent
Aflembly ; others by accident, as acquaintances, or brought
to our houfe by their colleagues ; and that feveral of them
I had never feen at all. Thatbefides there had never been
any fecret councils or conferences at Roland’s; but that
the converfation was public, and turned upon matters
which engaged the attention of the Affembly, and inte-
refted every body elfe.  The debate was long and violent
before I could get my aniwers taken down. They defired

me
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e to confine myfelf to yes and ne; accufed me of being
talkative; and told me that I'was not fhewing my wit atthe
hotel of the home department. The public aceufer and the
judge, efpecially the firlt, behaved with the prepofieffion
and acrimony of people perfuaded that they had got a
great criminal before them, and impatient for her convic-
tion. When the judge had afked a queftion, and the
public accufer did not find it to his liking, he couched it
in other terms, extended and rendered it complex and
captious, interrupted my anfwers, and required them to
be more concife : it was a downright perfecution. I was
kept about three hours, or rather more, after which the
examination was fufpended to be refumed, as I was told,
inthe evening. I am waiting for it. A determination to
deftroy me feems evident.—I will not prolong my life by
any bafe fubterfuge; neither will I lay bare my bofom to
malevolence, nor facilitate, by a filly complaifance, the
labours of the public accufer, who feems defirous, that by
my anfwers I thould furnifh him with matter for the in-
di@tment which his zeal meditates againft me.

T wo days after I was fent for to be re-examined. The firft
queftion turned upon the pretended contradiction that
exifted between my letters to Duperret, and my having
faid that I was not particularly intimate with him; whence
it refulted, that I difguifed the truth in regard to my po-
litical connexions with the rebels. T anfwered that I had
not feen Duperret above ten times in my life, and never
in private, as it was eafy to perceive by the firft lerter 1
addrefled to him, when fending him a copy of the one I
had written to the Convention; that the fubfequent letters
were the confequence of the kind and explicit anfwer I
had received, &c. That at the period our little corref-
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pondence began there was no queftion of revolt and rebel-
lion; and that at that time I had little room to make a
choice in the affembly, where there was fcarcely any per-
fon to whom I was known, or who would have undertaken
the care of my interefts.

Queftion. Who were the common friends of yourfelf
and Duperret ?

Anfwer. Barbaroux in particular.

Queftion. Wasit known to you that Roland, before he
entered into the adminiftration, belonged to the Commit-
tee of Correfpondence of the Jacobins?

Anfwer. Yes.

Queftion. Was it not you who took upon you to com-
pofe the letters it was his duty to draw up for the Com-
mittee?

Anfwer. My hufband never borrowed my thoughts,
although he may fometimes have employed my pen.

Queftion. Were you not acquainted with the office for
the formation of public fpirit, eftablifhed by Roland to cor-
rupt the departments, to bring to Paris a departmentary
force, to tear the republic to picces, according to the plans
of a liberticide faction, &c.; and was it not you who con-
ducted the bufinefs of that office ?

Anfwer. Roland eftablithed no office under that deno-
mination; and I condufled the bufinefs of none. After the
decree, paffed at the latter end of Auguft, ordering him
to difperfe ufeful writings, he afligned to fome of his clerks
the care of forwarding them, exerting himfelf to the utmoft
in the execution of a law which tended to diffufe the
knowledge and the love of the revolution. This he called
the patriotic correfpondence; and as to his own writings,
inftead of promoting difcord, they all breathed a defire to
concur in the maintenance of order, and of peace.

Here
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Here it was obferved, that it was in vain for me to at-
tempt to difguife the truth, as it evidently appeared by all
my anfwers, that I was dcfirous of doing; that upon the
door of that very office was a ridiculous infcription, and
that [ was not fo great a ftranger to my hufband’s tranf-
actions as not to know it; that my endeavours to juftify
Roland would be equally ineffe€lual ; and that fatal experi-
ence had but too well fhown the mifchief that perfidious
minitter had done, by afperfing the moft faithful repre-
fentatives of the people, and by exciting the departments
to take up arms againft Paris.

To this I anfivered, that far from defiring to difguife
the truth, 1 was proud of doing homage to it, even at the
rifk of my life; that I had never read the infcription in
queftion; that, on the contrary, 1 had remarked at the
time the report of that denomination was in circulation,
that it was not to be found in the printed lifts of offices
belonging to the home department; and that, in anfwer
to the injurious imputations caft upon Roland, I had only
two falts to oppofe: the fir/# his writings, which all con-
uained the beft principles of morality and politicks; the fe-
cond, his forwarding of all thofe printed by order of the
National Convention, even to the fpeeches of the mem-
bers of that affembly, who pafied for the moft violent in
oppolfition.

Queftion. Do you know at what time Roland left Paris,
and where he may be?

Anfwer. Whether I do or not, it is what I neither
ought nor choofe to tell,

It was obferved, that this obftinacy in conftantly dif-
guifing the truth proved that I thought Roland guilty;
that I fet myfelf in open rebellion againft the law; that I

forgot
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forgot the duty of a perfon accufed, whom it behoves
above all to reveal the truth to juftice, &c. The public
accufer, who put this queftion, took care to accompany it,
as he did every one clfe he thought proper to afk, with
infulting epithets, and expreflions that indicated anger. 1
attempted to anfwer; but he forbad me to enter into de-
tails; and both he and the judge, endeavouring to avail
themfelves of the kind of authority given them by their
office, employed every mean to reduce me to filence, or
to make me fay what they thought fit, Indignant at this,
1 told them, that1 would complain in open court of their
unheard of and captious mode of examination; that I
would not fuffer myfelf to be brow-beat; and that I con-
fidered the laws of reafon and nature as fuperior to all
human inftitutions: then turning round to the clerk,
¢ Take your pen,’ faid I, ¢and write.’

Anfwer. © A perfon accufed is anfwerable for his own
aftions, but not for thofe of others. If, during more than
four months, Roland had not in vain folicited the paffing
of his accounts, he would not now be obliged to abfent
himfelf, nor fhould I be obliged to make a fecret of the
place of his refidence, even fuppofing that I am acquainted
with it.——I know of no law which requires me to betray
the deareft fentiments of nature.”

Here the public accufer exclaimed in a rage, that there
would be no end to my loguacity ; and here he clofed the
examination.

¢ How I pity you,” faid I calmly. ¢Iforgive you even
the difagreeable things you fay to me: you think you
have a great criminal before you, and you are impatient to
convi& her. How unfortunate is the man who entertains

fuch prejudices! You may fend me to the fcaffold; but
Part Il K you
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you cannot deprive me of the fatisfaction I derive from a
good confcience, nor of the perfuafion that pofterity will
revenge Roland and myfelf, by devoting his perfecutors
to infamy.” Being defired to choofe an advocate, I named
Chauveau, and retired, faying to them with a fmile, ¢I
with you, in return for all the ill you mean to do me, the
fame peace of mind I enjoy, whatever may be the reward
attached to it.’

This examination took place ina room called the coun-
cil-chamber, where there was a table with feveral perfons
firting round it, who appeared to be there for the purpofe
of writing, and who did nothing but liten to what I
faid. There were a great many goers and comers; nor
could any thing be lefs fecret than this examination.

DRAUGHT OF A DEFENCE INTENDED TO
BE READ TO THE TRIBUNAL-®*,

T rE charge brought againft me refts entirely upon the
pretended fatt of my being the accomplice of men called
confpirators. My intimacy with a fmall number of them
is of much older date than the political circumftances, in
confequence of which they are now confidered as rebels;
and the correfpondence kept up with them through the
medium of our common friends, at the time of their de-
parture from Paris, was entirely foreign to public affairs.
Properly fpeaking, I have been engaged in no political
correfpondence whatever, and in that refpe€t I might con-
fine myfelf to a fimpl¢ denial; for I certainly cannot be

* This piece was written at the Concicrgeric, the night after her
examination.
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called upon to give an account of my particular affeCtions.
But 1 have a right to be proud of them, as well as of
my condu&, nor do I wifh to conceal any thing from the
public eye. 1 fhall therefore acknowledge, that, with ex-
preffions of regret at my confinement, I reccived an inti-
mation that Duperret had two letters for me, whether
written by one or by two of my friends, before or after
Ieaving Paris, T cannot fay. Duperret had delivered them
into other hands, and they never came to mine. Another
time I received a prefling invitation to break my chains,
and an offer of fervices, both to affitt me in effeting my
efcape in any way I mighe think proper, and to convey
me whitherfoever I might afterwards wifh to go. I was
diffuaded from liftening to fuch propofals by duty and by
honour ; by duty, that I might not endanger the fafety of
thofe to whofe care I was confided; and by honour, becaufe
at all events I preferred running the rifk ofan unjuft trial,
to expoling myfelf to the fufpicion of guilt by a flight, un-
worthy of me. When I confented to be taken up on the
31ft of May, it was not with the intention of afterwards
making my efcape. In this alone confifts all my corre(-
pondence with my fugitive friends. No doubt, if all
means of communication had not been cut off, or if I had
not been hindered by my confinement, 1 fhould have en-
deavoured to learn what was become of them; for I know
of no law by which my doing fo is forbid. In what age,
or among what nation, was it ever confidercd asa crime to
be faithful to thofe fentiments of efteem and brotherly af-
feftion which bind man to man? I do not pretend to
judge of the meafures of thofe who have been profcribed
they are unknown to me; but I will never believe in the
perverfe intentions of thofe men, of whofe probity, civifm,

Ka and
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and devotion totheir country, I am thoroughly convineed,
If they erred, it was unwittingly; they fall without being
abafed; and I regard them as unfortunate without being lia~
ble to blame. Iam perfeitly eafy as to their glory, and
willingly confent to partake of that of being opprefled by
their enemies. I know thefe men, accufed of confpiring
againft their country, to have been determined republicans,
but humane, and perfuaded that good laws were neceflary
toprocure the republic the good-will of thofe who doubted
whether it could be maintained ; whichit muft be confefled
is more difficult than to kill them. The hiftory of every
age proves, that it requires great talents to lead men to vir-
tue by wife inftitutions, while force fuffices to opprefs them
by terror, or to annihilate them by death, I have heard
them affert, that abundance, as well as happinefs, can only
proceed from an equitable, prote®ting, and beneficent
government; and that the omnipotence of the bayonet
may produce fear, but not bread. I have feen them ani-
mated by the moft lively enthufiafm for the good of the
people, difdaining to flatter them, and refolved rather to
fall vidtims to their delufion than be the means of de-
ceiving them. I confefs that thefe principles, and this con-
du&, appeared to me totally different from the fentiments
and proceedings of tyrants orambitions men, who feek to
pleafe the people by way of bringing about their fubjuga-
tion. Itinfpired me with the higheft efteem for thefe
gencrous men ; this error, if an error it be, will accompany
me to the grave, whither I fhall be proud of following
thofe whom I was not permitted to accompany.

My defence, 1 will venture to fay, is more neceffary
for thofe, who really with to come at the truth, than it is
for myfelf. Calm and contented in the confcioufnefs of

1 having
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having done my duty, I look forward to futurity with
perfe& peace of mind. My ferious turn, and fludious
habits, have preferved me alike from the follies of diffipa-
tion, and from the buftle of intrigue. A friend to liberty,
on which reflection had taught me to fet a juft value, I
beheld the revolution with delight, perfuaded that it was
deftined to put an end to the arbitrary power which I de-
tefted, and to the abufes I had fo often lamented, when
refleting with pity upon the fate of the indigent clafles of
fociety. I obferved the progrefs of the revolution with
intereft, and I fpoke with warmth of public affairs; but I
did not out-ftep the bounds prefcribed by my fex. Some
finall walents perhaps, a confiderable fhare of philofophy,
a degree of courage more uncommon, and which did not
permit me to weaken my hufband’s energy in dangerous
times: thefe perhaps are thequalities which thofe who know
me may have indifcreetly extolled, and which may have
made me enemies among thofe to whom I am unknown.
Roland fometimes employed me as a fecretary; and the
famous letter to the king, for inftance, is copied entirely
in my hand-writing: this would be an excellent count to
add to my indi@ment, if the Auftrians were trying me, and
if they fhould have thought fit to extend a minifter’s re-~
fponfibility to his wife. But Roland long ago manifefted
his knowledge, and his attachment to the great principles
of politics : the proofs of them exift in his numerous works,
publifhed during the laft fifteen years.—His learning and
his probity are all his own, nor did he ftand in need of a
wife to make him an able minifter. Never were confe-
rences or fecret councils held at his houfe ; his colleagues,
whoever they might be, anda few friends and acquaint-
ance, met once a week at his table, and there converfed
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in 2 public manner on matters in which every body was
concerned. As to the reft, the writings of that minif-
ter, which breathe throughout a love of order and of
peace, and which lay down in the moft forcible manner
the beft principles of morality and politics, will for
cver atteft his wifdom, in like manner as his accounts
will prove his integrity.

To return to the offence imputed to me, I have to
obferve that I never was intimate with Duperret. 1
faw him now and then at the time of Roland’s admi-
niftration; but he never came to our houfe during the
fix months that my hufband was no longer in office.
The fame remark will apply to the other members,
our friends, which furely does not accord with the plots
and confpiracies laid to our charge. It is evident by
my firft letter to Duperret, that I only wrote to him,
becaufe I knew not well to whom elfe to addrefs myfelf,
and becaufe I imagined that he would readily confent
to oblige me. My correfpondence with him was not
thén concerted; it was not the confequence of any pre-
vious intimacy, and had only one particular obje in
view. It gave me afterwards an opportunity of re-
ceiving accounts from thofe who had juft abfented them-
felves, and with whom I was connefted by the ties of
friendfhip, independently of all political confiderations.
The latter were totally out of the queftion in the kind
of correfpondence I kept up with them during the
carly part of their abfence. No written memorial tef-
tifies againft me in that refpe&, thofe that are adduced
only leading to a belief that I partook of the opinions
and fentiments of the perfons called confpirators, This
deduction is well founded, I confefs it without referve,
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and am proud of the conformity. But I never mani-
fefted my opinions in a way which can be conftrued into
a crime, or which tended to occafion any difturbance.
Now, to become an accomplice in any plan whatever, it
is neceffary to give advice, or to furnith means of exe-
cution. I have done neither; 1 am not then reprehenfi-
ble in the eye of the law—there is no law to con-
demn me, nor any fa& which admits of the application
a law,

I know that in revolutions, law, as well as juftice, is
often forgotten; and the proof of itis, that I am here.
I owe my trial to nothing but the prejudices, and vio-
lent animofities which arife in times of great agitation,
and which are generally direfted againft thofe who
have been placed in confpicuous fituations, orare known
to poflefs any energy or fpirit. It would have been eafy
for my courage to put me out of the reach of the fentence
I forefaw; but I thought that it rather became me to
undergo it; I thought that I owed this example to my
country; I thought that if I were to be condemned, it
was right to leave tyranny all the odium of facrificing 2
woman whofe crime was that of poflefling fome fmall
talents which fhe never mifapplied, a zealous defire for
the good of mankind, and courage enough to acknow-
ledge her unfortunate friends, and to do homage to vir-
tuc at the ritk of her life. Thofc minds that have
any claim to greatnefs are capable of diveiting them-
felves of felfith confiderations ; they feel that they belong
to the whole human race; and their views are dire&ted
towards pofterity alone. I am the wife of a virtuous
man expofed to perfecution; I was the friend of men
who have been profcribed and immolated by delufion,
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and the hatred of jealous mediocrity. It is neceflary
that I thould perith in my turn, becaufe it is a rule with
tyranny to facrifice thofe whom it has grievoufly op-
prefled, and to annihilate the very witneffes of its mif-
deeds. I have this double claim to death from your
hands, and I expect it. When innocence walks to the
fcaffold, at the command of error and perverfity, every
ftep fhe takes is an advance towards glory. May I be
the laft victim facrificed to the furious fpirit of party !
I fhall quit with joy this unfortunate earth, which
fwallows up the friends of virtue, and drinks the blood of
the juft.

Truth! friendfhip! my country! facred objects,
fentiments dear to my heart, accept my laft facrifice.
My life was devoted to you, and you will render my
death eafy and glorious.

Juft heaven! enlighten this unfortunate people for
whom I defired liberty. . . . Liberty !—It is for the
noble minds, who defpife death, and who know how
upon occafion to give it to themfelves. It is not for
thofe weak beings who enter into a compofition with
guilt, and cover their felfithnefs and cowardice with the
name of prudence. It is not for thofe corrupted men
who rife from the bed of debauchery, or from the mire
of indigence to feaft their eyes upon the blood that
fireams from the fcaffold. Itis for the wife people who
delight in humanity, pradife juftice, defpife their fat-
terers, and refpect the truth. As long as you are not
fuch a people, O my fellow-citizens! you will talk in
vain of liberty; inftead of liberty you will have nothing
but licentioufnefs, of which you will all fall vi@ims in
your turns: you will afk for bread; dead bodies will be
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given you, and at laft you will bow down your necks to
the yoke.

I have neither concealed my fentiments nor my opi-
nions. 1 know that a Roman lady was fent to the feaf-
fold for having lamented the lofs of her fon; I know
that in times of delufion and party rage, he who dares
avow himfelf the friend of the condemned or of the pro-
fcribed expofes himfelf to fhare their fate. But I de-
fpife death; I never feared any thing but guilt, and I will
not purchafe life at the expenfe of a bafe fubterfuge.
Woe to the times! woe to the people among whom the
doing homage to difregarded truth can be attended with
danger, and happy he who in fuch circum{tances is bold
enough to brave it !

It is now your part to fee whether it anfwer your
purpofe to condemn me without proof, upon mere
matter of opinion, and without the fupport of any law
whatever.

18 Brumaire.
By authority of the criminal revolutionary tribunal
eftablithed by the law of the 10th of March 1793, with-
out appeal to the tribunal of annulment, and alfo in vir-
tue of the power delegated by the law of 25 April of the
fame year, to the faid tribunal fitting in the hall of juf-
tice at Paris,
The indictment drawn up by the public accufer
againft Mary-Jane Philippon, wife of John-Mary Ro-
land,
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land, aged thirty-nine years, born at Paris, and dwelling
there, in the 7ue de la barpe, of which the tenor is as
hereafter followeth :

Anteny-Quintin Fouguier -Tinville, public accufer of the
extraordinary criminal and revolutionary tribunal, efta-
blithed at Paris, by a decree of the national convention,
of the 10oth of March, the fecond year of the republic,
without any appeal to the tribunal of annulment, in
virtue of the power to him given by the fecond article
of another decree of the convention of the gth of April
following, importing that the public accufer of the faid tri-
bunal. is authorifed to arreft, profecute, and bring to
judgment, on the denunciation of the conftituted authori-
ties and of citizens,

Suewern that the fword of the law has recently
ftruck feveral principal chiefs of the confpiracy which
exifted againft the liberty and fafety of the French peo-
ple; but a great number of authors and accomplices of
this confpiracy ftill exift, and as yet have found means,
by a cowardly flight, to avoid the juft punithment due
to their crimes: of this number is Roland, ex-minifter
of the home department, the principal agent of the con-
fpirators. The flight of fome of them did not puta
ftop to the correfpondence kept up between thofe who
remained at Paris, as well at liberty as in a ftate of ar-
reft: they correfponded alfo with thofe who had taken
refuge at Caen, and other cities of the republic. Roland
on leaving Paris left behind him his wife, who, although
put in confinement in a houfe of arreft, continued to cor-
refpond with the confpirators who had retired to Caen,
through the medium of another who remained at Paris.
That intriguing woman, who is well known to have re-
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ceived, and affembled at her houfe the principal chiefs of
the confpirators in fecret councils, of which the was the
foul, reccived, although in prifon, letters from Barba-
roux and others of the refugees at Caen; and always
anfwered them in terms favourable to the confpiracy.
Of this correfpondence the proof exifts, 1ftly, in aletter
dated from Evreux, the 13th of June laft, written by
Barbaroux to Lauze Duperret, in which he fays: « Do
“ not forget the worthy citizennefs Roland, and try to
« give her fome confolation in her prifon, by convey-
* ing to her the good news, &c.” 2dly, in another
letter, dated the 15th of the faid month of June, from
the fame to the fame, in which are the following paf-
fages. < You have no doubt executed my commiflion
¢ in regard to Madame Roland, by trying to convey to
 her fome little confolation.—Make an effort to fee
her, and tell her, that the rwenty-two profcribed,
¢« and all honeft men, fhare in her afflictions, &c. Here-
with you will receive a letter which we have written
to that worthy woman, I need not fay that you alone
can execute this important commiflion; fhe muft at
« all events try to get out of her prifon, and into fome
¢ place of fafery, &c.” g3dly, In a letter written by
Lauze Duperret to the faid wife of Roland, in which
he fays: “ I have kept for feveral days threc letters
« which Barbaroux and Buzot inclofed to me, without
¢ having it in my power to convcy them to you; and
¢« what is ftill more unfortunate, is, that at the moment
« when I might avail myfelf of the means you afford
% me, the thing is become impoflible, feeing that they
¢ are in the hands of Pction, to whom I thought it ad-
¢ vifeable tu deliver them, thinking that he had it more
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¢« in his power to forward them than any body elfe,
« and who fet off without being able to do fo. T fhall
« this very day give notice of it to thofe citizens to
“ whom J am going to write by a fafe hand, and fhall
¢ inform them that I have it now in my power to
% execute their commands with more punétuality, &c.”
4thly. In a note dated the 24th of June, written by the
above wife of Roland to Duperret, in which fhe acquaints
him that fhe has been releafed from the abbey; that fhe
thought fhe was going to return home; but that before
fhe reached it the was taken up and conducted to Sainte
Pelagie. gthly, and latly, in three other letters written
by her in like manner to Lauze Duperret; the firft
dated June 6, the fecond without date, and the third of
the date of June 24. In the fecond fhe fays: « The ac-
« counts I receive from my friends are the only pleafure
¢ ] am fenfible of : you have helped to procure me that
¢ pleafure : tell them that my confidence in their courage
“¢ and the knowledge of what they are capable of doing
« for liberty, ftands me in the ftead of every thing, and
« confoles me in all my misfortunes; tell them that my
¢ efteem, my attachment, and my good wifhes, will follow
* them wherever they go. Barbaroux’s hand-bill gave
 me great pleafure,” &c.

After the contents of the faid letters, there can be no
doubt that the above wife of Roland was onc of the
principal agents and abettors of the confpiracy.

Thefe things confidered, the public accufer has drawn
up the prefent’indi@ment againft Mary-Jane Philipon,
the wife of Roland, heretofore minifter of the home de-
partment, for having wickedly, and defignedly, aided and
affifted in the confpiracy which exifted againft the unity
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and indivifibility of the republic, againft the liberty and
fafety of the French people, by affembling at her houfe,
in fecret council, the principal chiefs of this confpiracy,
and by keeping up correfpondencies tending to facilitate
their liberticide projeés.

Wherefore the public accufer demands, that a record be
made, by the tribunal affembled, of the accufation
brought by him againft Mary-Jane Philipon, the wife of
Roland; and that in confequence he be ordered with his
beft fpeed, and by a ferjeant (buiffizr) of the tribunal,
bearer of the warrant, to take the faid Mary-Jane Roland,
wife of Roland, into cuftody, and to lodge her in the boufe
of arreft of the Conciergerie at Paris, there to remain as in
a houfe of juftice ; as alfo that the faid warrant be notified
to the accufed, and the tribunal of Paris.

Done, in the cabinet of the public accufer, this feven-
teenth Brumaire, in the fecond year of the French repub-
lic, one and indivifible.

(Signed) A. Q_Fouquier.

The warrant iffued againft her by the tribunal, and the
minutes of the delivery of her perfon in the houfe of juf-
ftice of the Conciergerie, as alfo the declaration of the jury
of judgments, importing:

That there has exifted a horrible confpiracy againft
the unity and indivifibility of the republic, the liberty and
fafety of the French people.

That Mary-Jane Philipon, wife of John-Mary
Roland, is convited of being one of the abettors or ac-
complices of that confpiration.

The tribunal, after having heard the public accufer

deliver his reafons concerning the application of the law,
condemns
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condemns Mary-Jane Philipon, wife of John-Mary
Roland, ex-minifter, to the punifhment of death, in con-
formity with the law of the fixteenth December, one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-two, which has been
read, and which is conceived in thefe terms :

« The National Convention decrees, that whoever
fhall propofe or attempt to deftroy the unity of the French
republic, or to detach its integral parts to unite them toa
foreign territory, fhall be punithed with death.”

Declares the property of the faid wife of Roland confif-
cated to the profit of the nation, in conformity with the
law of the 10th of March laft, which has been read, and
which is conceived in thefe terms :  The property of thofe
who fhall be condemned to the punifhment of death, fhall
be confifcated to the profit of the republic: a provifion
fhall be made for the widows and children who have no
property of their own.”

Orders the public accufer to fee that the prefent fen-
tence be put in execution, within twenty-four hours, upon
the public fquare of the Revolution of this city, and to be
printed and pofted up throughout the whole extent of
the republic, wherever need may be.

Done, and pronounced in open court, the eighteenth of
the month Brumaire, the fecond year of the French re-
public ; where were prefent citizens René-Francis Dumas,
vice-prefident, performing the fun&ions of prefident ; Ga-
briel Deliegé, Francis-Jofeph Denifot, and Peter-Noel
Subleyras, judges; who have figned the minutes with
Wolff, clerk of the court.

Collated,

A true copy, delivered by the underfigned.

Paris, fecretary (Greffier ).
Such
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Such was the fentence that fent to the feaffold, at
thirty-nine years of age, 2 woman, whofe energetic difpo-
fition, feeling heart, and cultivated mind, rendered her
the delight and admiration of all who knew her. Her
death reflets equal glory upon her fex, and difgrace upon
her executioners.

It does not belong to me to draw her charalter: her
writings {peak ; her condut bears witnefs in her favour;
and hiftory will fome day or other revenge the injuftice
of her contemporaries.

This fentence was preceded, for form's fake, and ac-
cording to the cuftom of that horrible tribumal, by a
mock trial (débats), in which citizenefs Roland was not
allowed to fpeak, and in which hired ruffians vomited
forth the moft palpable calumnies before other ruffians,
the excecrable tools of Robefpierre, fo unworthily ho-
noured with the title of judges and jurors. I have not
been able to procure the proceedings, which, as every
body knows, muft not be taken down in writing: but I
know that only one perfon paid a tribute to truth, and
that he was fome time after fent on that account to the
fcaffold. 1 mean the worthy Lecocq, who for eight months
only had lived with Roland as a fervant, and whofe ex-
cellent qualities rendered him worthy of a better fate.

Citizennefs Roland did not deccive the expedation of
her friends., She went to the fcaffold with all the calmnefs
of a great mind, fuperior to the idea of death, and pof-
fefling fufficient powers to overcome our natural horror
of diffolution. To exhibit a picture of her laft moments,
I cannot do better than borrow the elegant and impreflive
pen of Roiuffe. The following is the account he gives of
them in his work, intitled Memoires dun détenu, pour

Jervir
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Jervir & Thiftvire de la tyranmie de Robefpierre; a work
which will furnith hiftory with more than one trait, and
which will never be read without emotion.

« The blood of the twenty-rwo was ftill warm when
citizennefs Roland was brought to the Conciergerie. Well
aware of the fate that awaited her, her peace of mind con-
tinued undifturbed. Though paft the prime of life, fhe
was flill a charming woman: fhe was tall and of elegant
make; and her countenance was expreflive; but her mif-
fortunes and a long confinement had left traces of melan-
choly upon her face, which tempered its natural vivacity.
She had the foul of 2 republican in a body made up of
graces, and fathioned by a certain courtly ftyle of polite~
nefs. Something more than is generally found in the eyes
of women beamed from hers, which were large, black,
and full of foftnefs and expreflion. She often fpoke to me
at the grate with the freedomn and energy of a great man.
This republican language, from the mouth of a pretty
French woman, for whom the fcaffold was getting ready,
was one of the miracles of the revolution to which we were
not yet accuftomed. We all ftood liftening round her,
in a kind of admiration and aftonithment. Her converfa-
tion was ferious without being frigid; and fhe exprefled
herfelf with a choice of words, a harmony, and a cadence,
that made of her language a kind of mufic with which the
ear was never fatisfied. She always fpoke of the members,
who had jult been put to death, with refpe&; but fhe
fpoke of them at the fame time without feminine pity, and
cven reproached them with not having adopted meafures
fufficiently energetic.  She generally ftyled them our
Jriends, and often fent for Clavieres to converfe with him.
Sometimes her fex would recover the afcendancy ; and it

was
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was cafy to fee, that the recollection of her daughter and
her hufband had drawn tears fiom her eyes. This mix-
ture of natural foftnefs, and of fortitude, rendered her only
the more interefting. The woman, who waited upon her,
faid to me one day, € Before you fbe calls up all ber courage ;
ut inher own room fbe fometimes flands for three bours, leaning
againft ber window, and weeping.” The day fhe was fent
for to be examined, we faw her pafs with her ufual firm-
nefs; but when fhe returned the tears were gliftening in
her eyes: fhe had been treated with fo much harfhnefs,
and queftions fo injurious to her honour had been afked
her, that her tears and her indignation had burft forth
together. A mercenary pedant coldly infulted this wo-
man, celebrated for the excellence of her underftanding,
and who, at the bar of the National Convention, had
reduced her enemies to filence, and forced them to admire
the eafy graces of her cloquence.  She remained eight days
at the Cunciergerie; and in that thort time rendered herfelf
dear to all the prifoners, who fincerely deplored her fate.

The day when fhe was condemned, fhe was neatly
dreffed in white; and her long black hair flowed loofely
to her waift.- She would have moved the moft favage
heart, but thofe monfters had no heart at all. Her drefs,
however, was not meant to excite pity; but was chofen as
a fymbol of the purity of her mind. After her condewnna-
tion, fhe paffed through the wicket with a quick ftep, be-
fpeaking fomething like joy; and indicated, by anexpreflive
gefture, that fhe was condemned to die. She had, for the
companion of her misfortune, a man whofe fortitude was
not equal to her own, but whom fhe found means to in-
fpire with gniety, fo cheering and fo real, that it feveral
times brought a fmile upon his face,

Part IL L At
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At the place of exccution, fhe bowed down before the
ftatue of Liberty, and pronounced thefe memorable
words: O Liberty, bow many crimes are commilted in thy
name!

She oftea fuid, that her hufband would not furvive her;
and foon after we lcarned in our dungeons, that the virtu-
ous Roland had killed himfelf upon the highway, thereby
indicating his with to die irreproachable in regard to cou-
rageous hofpitality.

My heart, though fuffering fo many cruel torments in
that horrible abode, felt no pang more feverely than the
one occafioned by the death of this celebrated woman,—
The remembrance of her murder, added to that of my
unfortunate friends, will make my mind a prey to incon-
folable forrow to the laft period of my exiftence.

END GF THE SECOND PART.,

SUPPLEMENT.
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SUPPLEMENT*

The Examination cf Citizennefs Roland at the Abbey, taken
Jrom Dulaure's paper called the Thermemetre du Four, of
the 21} and 22d Fune, 1797.

I confider it as an indifpenfable duty, whatever may be
the prejudices of the public, to afford to perfons accufed
the means of making known their juftification. This itis
that induces me to publith the examination of citizennefs
Roland. None but cowards, and men ftrangers to all
equity, can blame this conduct. Duraure.

The 12th of June, Louvet, an adminiftrator of the
police, repaired to the Abbey to examine citizennefs
Roland.

Rueftion. Are you not acquainted with the troubles
which agitated the republic during and after the admini-
ftration of citizen Roland, your hufband ?

Anfwer. Thefe things were known to me, in like man-
ner as to every one elfe, by converfations and the public
papers.

Obferved. That this negative manner of anfwerinyg a
queftion is not fatisfactory, newfpapers not giving that
intimate knowledge which I muft have had of public
affairs.

Anfwer. 1 was not bound to acquire any fuch know-
ledge, fince as 2 woman I had no bufincfs to interfere in
them.

Queftion. Hlad you no knowledge of a plan for a fede-

* This piece probably was inferted in the part of the Hiitorical
Memoirs which was burnt. It has been thought proper to give it
here by way of f{upplement,
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rative republic, and for detaching the departments from
Paris?

Anfwer. I never heard of any fuch thing: I can fay,
on the contrary, that Roland, and all the perfons I was
in the habit of feeing, conftantdy fpoke in my prefence
of the expediency of maintaining the unity of the re-
public, as tending to give it greater force; of the confe-
quent necelfity of preferving an equilibrium between all
the departments; of their with that Paris might do
nothing to cxcite the jealoufy of the reft; and of their
defire to fee juftice and liberty prevail throughout France,
and to concur in the maintenance of the fame.

Obferved. That if thofe perfons fpoke of jufice and
liberty without equalify, their principles were repre-
henfible.

Anfwer. In my opinion, as well as in that of the per-
fons in queftion, eguality is the neceffary confequence of
Juftice and liberty.

RQuejtion. Who were the perfons that compofed Ro-
land’s fociety and yours ?

Anfwer. His old fiiends, and thofe with whom he had
buiinefs to tranfaét.

Obferved. That it would be defirable to know the
names of the citizens and citizenneffes, with whom I was
in the greateft habits of intimacy.

Anfwer. Thofe with whom I was moft intimate are
generally known, and moft affuredly nobody came to my
houfe in fecret.

O#ferved. That 1 could certainly name thofe who
the moft frequently vifited the minifter, and formed his
private parties,

Anfwer. As a man in office, Roland fometimes re-

ceived
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ceived a hundred perfons in a day, not one of whom I
faw. As to myfelf; I never had any extenfive circle of
vifitors; but fometimes gave a dinner to my hufband’s
collcagues, and to the perfons with whom they were any
way conne(ted.

Queftion. Had you no knowledge of writings fent to
the departments to provoke them to rife againft Paris ?

Anfwer. 1 never heard of any fuch thing.

Obferved. That Roland while minifter had however
fet up offices of public opinion in the departments, and
that it appeared that fums of money were fet apart for
that purpofe.

Anfwer. The firft part of the obfervation appears to
me abfolutely deftitute of foundation. As to the fecond,
every body knows that the minifter of the home depart-
ment was allowed a fum of money to difperfe ufeful
writings; and as Roland has given in his accounts,
it is cafy to fee what writings were fent to the de-
partments.

Rueflion. Can you not name thofe writings ? You muft
certainly know what they were.

Anfwer. The accounts being public, and having been
pofted up, any one may recur to them for a more ex-
act Iift of thofe writings thanI am able to give. As to
their contents, it belongs to the public, and not to me, to
decide upon their merit.

Obferved. That Roland could not have given in his
accounts, fince he fo earneftly folicited permiffion to do
fo, when defirous of leaving Paris.

Anfwer. Not withing to fuppofe that the perfon who
examines me has any bad intention, I can only attribute

the prefent obfervation to an extreme ignorance of fadts.
Roland
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Roland not only delivered a monthly account to the
convention, but on going out of office, gave in a gene-
ral account, in which every thing was detailed in the
moft particular manner. 'What he folicited was the
pafling of thefe accounts, that is to fay, their inveftiga-
tion by the commiffioners of the convention, and fuch a
report of them to that affembly as they might appear to
deferve. The committee of public accounts in con-
fequence impofed this tafk upon feveral of its members,

I added, that I knew that they had come repeatedly
to the hotel of the home department; that they had
there examined the minutes and vouchers, that they had
been edified, as they needs muft, by the adminiftration
of a man whofe integrity and courage would long be the
theme of praife; that it was Roland’s moft earneft de-
fire, as well as mine, that the commiflioners fhould
make their report, and that I begged all good citizens to
Join me in my endeavours to obtain it.

[I was inzerrupted in this anfier: it was thought too
long; and I was accufed of being acrimonious. I ob-
ferved, that T availed myfelf of my rights, and that there
was no acrimony in informing thofe, who were ignorant
of Roland’s having given in his accounts, that he had
done fo long ago.]

Qucfiicn. Among your acquaintances was there no
friend of Dumouriez?

Anfwer. There was nobody intimate with him, to the
beft of my knowledge, among thofe I was in the habit
of feeing,

LQueTion. Flave you had no connexion with traitors ?

Anfwer, All the perfons I was acquainted with, were

6 fo



( 150 )
fo noted for their patriotifm, that it was impoflible
even to fufpet them of any intercourfe with traitors.

Queftion. Do you know where your hufband is?

Anfeer. 1do not.

Queftion. Were you not privy to a plan for diffolving
the popular focieties ?

«nfwer. Noboily in my prefence ever difclofed fuch a
plan, or opinions tending that way.

Here, after a confinement of twelve days, for which
no motive had been affigned, ended my examination,
withou: my being told of what I was accufed or fuf-
peted, and confequently without my knowing as to what
fa&ts I was to be queftioned.

Confident that I had nothing to lofe by telling the
truth concerning my fentiments, and concerning all the
perfons with whom I had been acquainted, I neglected to
avail myfelf of my rights, and gave a plain and direct
anfwer to every thing that was afked.

The examination was upon two fheets of paper: my
fignature was required at the end only. I demanded a
copy, and was promifed it on the next day: ninc are
however paffed away, and I have not received i, al-
though I have fent to aik for it four feveral times.
But, on leaving the adminiftrator, I committed to paper
all that had paffed; I am fure that I have exatly re-

lated every thing that was faid; and I fign Rolend, formerly
P bi;’ipon.

End of the Supplement to the Second Part.
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