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SATURDAY, March 10, 1721, No. 69; .

Al to the Freckolders, &c. aheut the Choiie of
their Roprefentatives, ‘

SR,

!

B EG Leave to interrupt my Dif~
courfe upon General Liberty for
onc Polt or more, as Occafion
fhall prefent; and defire you will
M publifh the inclofed Letter in your

<X ] Tournaly “in the Place which ufeld
to be filled with one to yourflf,
' A 70



4. CA4TO0’s LETTERS,

T the Frecholders, Citizens, and Burghers of the
Counties, Cities, and Towns of Great Britain,

" GENTLEMEN, .
T HERE is no Natural or Political Body but
is fubjuct to the Variations and Injurics of
Time. Buth are compofed of Springs, Wheels,
and Ligaments, all in perpetual Motion, and ail
liable to wear out and decay ;: And as the Parts are
mertaly, the Whole 'muft be mortal too, But as
natural Bodies may continue their Exiftence, and
preferve their Duration, by Aétion, by the Addi-
tion of new Particles, or by removing from ‘T'ime
to Time all occafional Obftructions which clog
their Motion, and check their Vigour, as long as
their Stamina, firft Principles, or original Copfti-
tution, is capable of fubfitting ; fo a political Ma.
chine may do the fume: And fome Writers in
Polticks have afferted, that the fame might be
immortal ; which is not my Opinion, :
But whether this be truc or not, certain it is,
that i many Refpeéls g Political Body has the
Advantage of a Natural One, - We can often Jook
into its inmoft Frame and Contexture 5 and when
any 'of its ‘conflitvent *Paits are decayed or worn
cut, can fupply.it with rew ones;” (which cannot
bz d.ne in the other without a total Diflolution of
tie Fabrick:) And v can frequently annex addi-
tional Pecps and Buwtretles to fupport for fome
‘June a tottering Building, and hinder it from
fall.ng upon our Heads, ) kis is often all that can
b Jone in decayed Governments, when a State
§ ina Catachexy 3 and this is what is every Londft
alew's Duty to do, wlen he can do nu better,
Lat, 1 thank Gud, the Conftitution of Lvghnd iy
yet
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yet found and vigorous: Many of its Parts are
attive and ftrong ; and if fome Members be cos-
rupted or decayed, there are Materials at Hand
to fupply the Defedt, “There is Wealth and Powgr
in being : Our Country abounds with Men gf
Courage and Underflanding; nor are there want-
ing thofe of Integrity and publick Spirit: There
is an ardent Defire and diffufive L.ove of Liberty
throughout the Kingdom ; and many begin to be
tired, fick, and athamed of Party- Animofitics, and
of quarrelling with their Neighbours, their Rela-
tions, and often with their beft F riends, to gratify
the Pride, the Ambition, and Rapine of thofe,
who only fell and betray them, It is ‘yet in our
Power to fave ourfelves ; moft Men have [nclina-
tions to do it ; and it is only owing to the Art and
Addrefs of our common Enemics, if we do not
agree on the Means of doing it. [

I dare thercfore affirim, that there is fuch 2 ge-
neral Difpofition towards Liberty through the
whole Kingdom, that if there fhould be found in
the next Houfe of Commons as many honeft,
bold, and wife Mcn, as would have faved Sodim
and Gomorrah, England is yet fafe, in fpite of all
the Efforts of Delufion and Bribery: And I dare
#s frecly affirm, that if fome vigorous and bold
Refolutions are not there taken, to affift our moft
excellent King towards difcharging the publick
Dcbts, and in redrefling all Sorts of publick Cor-
ruptions, the Liberty of Great Britain—My Heart
can fpeak no more, :

It lies upon "you, Gentlemen, to give Motion
to the Machine: You are the firR Springs that
give Life to all virtuous Refolutions: Such as you
fhew yourfelves, fuch will be your Reprefentatives:

A Such
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Such as is the T'ree, fuch will be the Fruit. Choofe
honeft Men, free and independent Men, and the
will aQt honeftly for the publick Intereft, whic
is your Intereft, It is not to be expedled, that
Criminals will deftroy their own Handywork j that
they will either reform or punifh themfelves 5 or,
that Men, who have brought our Misfortunes
upon us, will go about in good Earneft to redrefs
them, or even own that there are any fuch, Be-
fides, deep Wounds muft be probed and fearched
to the Core, before they can be cured ; and thofe
who gave them can feldom bear to fee the Opera-
tion, much lefs will they pay for the Cure, if they
can be at Eafe by the Death of the Patient,
. Let us not_therefore, my Countrymen, defert
or deceive ourfelves, or thin{ we can be fafe, if
ever fuch Men can get into Power, Let us not
again be deluded with falfe Promifes and deceitful
Aflurancesj but let us judge what Men will do by
whiat they have done.  What warm and plaufible
Remonftrances have you formerly heard and re-
seived? What impetuous Storms and Hurricanes of
falie and counterleit Zeal againft Oppreflions and
Mifcarriages in the late Reigns ; againft exorbitant
Penfions, outrageous Taxes, wild and expenfive
Expeditions ; againft increafing the publick Debts
agzainft flanding Troops quartered up and down
your Countries; againft oppreflive Companies, to
the Deftruction of your T'rade and Induftry ;
azainft private Mens raifing immenfe Eftates upon
your Ruinj and againft their bribing and cor-
rupting the Guardians of the publick Liberty? —
Atd are you at laft perfectly eafy in every one of
thofc Complaints?

\g
Now,
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Now, therefore, my beft Friends, is the Time -
to help yourfelves : Now a& honeftly and boldly
for Liberty, or forget the glorious and charming
Sound, t not a publick Traytor come within
the Walls of your Cities and "[owns, without
treating him, as an Encmy to your King and
Country deferves, ‘Throw your Eyes about your
feveral Countries, and choofe your Patrons, your
ProteQtors, your Ncighbours, and your known
Friends ; choofe for your Reprefentatives Men
whofe Interefts are blended with your own; Men
who have no Hands dipt in the publick Spoils, but
Lave fuffered by them as much as you yourfelves
have fuffered ; Men who have not jobbed for
Stock, nor for Wages, nor for you, .

Make not fo foolith a Bargain, as for a little
loofe Money to give up defperately all you have ;

our Libertics, your Eftates, your Families, Is
it for your Sakes, think you, that thefe Jobbers of
Stocks, and of [lonefty, and of their Country,
-come to carefs you, flatter you, and bow to you?
Do you, or can you believe that they come to
“impair their own Fortunes, to increafe yours?
Or think you not that they will have their Kenny—
worths out of you? Depend upon it they will;
and, for every Bucket of Water thrown into your
Wells, they will pump out Vuns,

Reafon not theiefoie, as too many of you have
dore, and I fear yet do, I'hat fince thofe whain
you trult make peifonal Advantiges of your Cen-
fidence and Credulity, you ought to fhare in thofe
Advaptages, +But throw your Choice upon fuch
who will neither buy you, nor fell you, Whke-
ever purchafes an Office at more than it is honeilly
wortli, muft be fupported by Lim who Klls ity in
, . Ay ail
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- all dithoneft Gains; or elfe he will call for his
Money again, if he know how to get it. No
Man will bribe you into your cwn Interefls, or
give you Money that he may have Leave to ferve
you by his. own Labour, and at his farther Ex-
fence 3 but will think himfelf at Liberty to make
Reprifals: He will ind no Difficulty in himfelf to
fell thoe, who have tefore fold themfelves and
their Country: Nor can you have any Right or
Pretence to reprove one that does fo,

Miltake not, my Countrymen, in believing
that Men in your Condition and Circumftances
ase too Jow for the Scythe, and that you can
furink out of publick Misfortunes, For, you,
CQeut'emen, are the fisft Principles of Wealth
snd Puwer.  From your Labour and Induftry
srifes all that can be called Riches, and by your
Hands it muft be defended : . Kings, l‘g)bllity,
Gentry, Clergy, Lawyers, and military Officers,
do all fupport their Grandeur by your Sweat and
Hazard, and in tyrannical Governments upon the
Peopie’s Spoils: They there riot upon the Subfi-
flence of the poor People, whofc Poverty is their
Riches, In corrupt Adminiftrations, your Supe-
riors of a)l Kinds make Bargains, and purfue Ends
at the publick Expence, and grow rich by making
the Peaple pror, . T

You feel the firft Effets of tyrannical Go-
vernment 3 and Great Men are generally made
the Inftruments of it, and reap the Advantages,
Exorbitant Taxes, want of Trade, Decar of
ManufzQures, Difcouragement of Induftry, Info-
Jence and Oppreflion of. Soldiers, Exaétions of
Civil Officers, Ignorance, Superftition, and Bi-
gotry, are all the conflant Concomitants of Ty-
: ranny,
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ranny, always produce it, and are 'produced by
it. And all thefe terrible Evils muft fall moft fig-
nally upon the middle and inferior Ranks of Man-
kind: There muft be a great Number of Slaves
to furbifh up one grand Monarch, and the poor
People muft be thofe Slaves, He muft engage
many in_his Intereft, before he can eftablith a
Power which deftroys the reft; all thefe Many
muft be fupported, and have their Condition bet-
tered by the Change ; and all this Charge and
Expence the wretched People muft work for and
ay.

Forget therefore, Gentlemen, the foolith and .
knavith Ditin@ion of High Church and Low
Church, Whig and Tory 3 Sounds which continue
in your Mouths when the Meaning of them is
gone ; and are now only ufed to fet you together
by the Ears, that Rogues may pick your Pockets,
1'own myfelf to be one of thofe, whom one Side
in Refpe&t, and the other in Contumely, call
Wrigs ; and yet I never difcourfed with a candid
and fenfible Tery, who did not concur with me in
Opin.on, when we explained our Intentions. We
both agreed in our Notions of old Engfib Liberty,
in a Paffion for Freedom to ourfelves, and to pro-
cure it for every one elfe: We were both for pre-
ferving the Englih Monarchy, and the Legal
Confttution of the National Church againtt its
Enthufiattick Friends and Enemics ;3 and were for
giving Lilerty of Confcience to thofe, who through
a prcjudiced Education, or, as we belicved, a lefs
Capacity of Judging, vere fo unhappy as to think
dificrently from ourlelves, in an Affair wich con-
cerned us not, and which we had nothing to do
withas o C

A We
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We both honoured and refolved to preferve up-
on the Throne our moft excellent Sovereign King
GEORGE, and to endeavour to continue him
a flc-rious King over honeft Men, and Freemen;
and rot to attempt to make him, what he feorns
to be made, a Patron of Parafites, and a Lord of
Slaves: And we thought we could not fhew our
Duty to him more effeltually, than in bringin%“to
cxemplarw’uniﬂ\mcnt all who had betrayed him
and us: We wifhed the old Names of Diftinétion
and Falion buried decp as the Center ; and no-
thing heard in their room but Court and Country,
Proteftant and Papift, Freemen and Slaves, It
will lie at your Door, Gentlemen, to put an End
to the above filly and wicked Gibberith, Choofe
thofe who have no Intereft to continue it, and it
will not be coatinued.

. Cenfider, my dear Friends and Countrymen,
what [ have faid, and think what you are doing,
while you are raifing Hue and Cry after Men who
will betray you; while you are fending afar for
Courtiers, for DireQors of Bubbles, for Company-
men, and publick Pick-pockets, to reprefent you 3
while you are giving up, perhaps for ¢ver, to the
Mercy of Blood-Suckers, your honeft Induftry,
and the jult Profits of your Trade, for a poor mo-
mentary Share of their infamous Punder ; and
thereby bringing a Canker upon your Subfiftence,
and tne juft Refentment of Heaven upon your En-
deavours, Shew yourfelves once, and once for
all, Drizons and Freemen, and not foreizgn and
faleable Slaves; fhew that you know how to ho-
nour your King, and yet to keep your Libertics §
that_you obey him out of Choice, and pot out of
fervile Fear; that you know how to diftinguith

your



CATO’s LETTERS. e

“your Loyalty to your Prince, from a blind Sub-
miflicn to his and your own Servants; and that
you can make your Duty to him confiftent with a
vigorous Refolution to punith all who betray him
and you. ‘

If you did but know, Gentlemen, how you are
ufed Above, by thofe who think it worth their
‘T'ime to flatter you Below, and to your Faces, you
would not want my Advice and Admonitions, You
are called the Mob, the Canaille, the ftupid Herd,
the Dregs and Beafts of the People ; -and your In-
tereft is never thought of by thofe Men, who thus
mifcal you ; Men who have no more Wit, and
much lefs Honefty, than yourfelves; and Men
whofe Infolence and Saucinefs are owing to
Wealth, which they have plundered from you,
It depends now upon yourfelves, whether you will
deferve thefc bafe and reproachful Names, or not 3
frew that you are Men, and you will be ufed like
Men; but if you fell yourfelves like the Beafts in
the Ficld, the Purchafers will have a Right to fcll
{uu again, and make honeft Gains out of 3 vil-
ainous Bargain,

For my own Particular, I cannot give myfclf
Teave to defpair of you, becaufe I muft ac the
fame time defpair of old Exglifh Liberty : You are
our Jfpta and Omega, our firft and laft Refource ;
and when your Virtue is gone, all is gone, It is
true, you have a wife and virtuous Prince at pre-
fent, who will not take Advantage of your Fols
lies; and you may depend upon the fame Securit
from his Son: But neither he nor his Son, nor h:s
Yamily, are immortal ; and therefore I hope you
wiil ag; wifely, and truft to yourfelves alone, i!ug
whatever Purt, Gentlémen, you fhall think fit to

take,
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take, you fhall not do it blindfold, and in the
Dark. . You fhall have the fair and dark Side of
your Conduét laid before you, and then you may
choofe whether you will be Freemen or Vaflals;
whether you will fpend ?'our own Money and
Eftates, or let others worfe than yoy fpend them
for you: Methinks the Choice fhould be eafy,
You fhall hear more from me upon this Subjet ;

“and you may believe me,
T

GENTLEMEN,
Your very Sincere,
And moft affectionite,

" Humble Servant,

-

SATURDAY, March 1y, l}zl_.‘ No. 70,

Second Adirefs 42 the Freeholders, &cc, upon the fom
' Subjed,

GENTLEMEN, ‘ v

Y QU are born to Liberty, and it is your In-

tereft and Duty to preferve it.  The Contti-
tution which ycu live under is a mixed Monarchy,
where your Governors have every Right to proteét
and dci{:nd you, nonc to injure and opprefs you,
You Lave a large Share in the Legiflature; you
have the fole Power over your own Purfes; you
Jave an urdoubted Right to call to Account and

punifh the Inftruments of your Oppreffion: But it
depends
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depends upon yourfclves alone to make thefe Rights
of yours, thefe noble Privileges, of Ufe to you,
‘The beft Laws dgive no Security if they are not
executed, but indeed become worfe than no Laws;
and they never will be executed, unlefs thofe who °
are intrufted with the Execution of them have an
Intereft in their Execution, o

All Men defire naturally Riches and Power ;
almoft all Men will take every Method, juft or
unjult, to attain them, Hence the Difficulty of
governing Men, and of inflituting a Government
equally proper to reftrain them and protect them ;
and hence the Infufficiency of fimple Forms of
Government, to provide for the Happines and
Sccurity of Societies, An arbitrary Prince will

uickly grow into a Tyrant; the uncontrouled
Dominions of the Nobles will as certainly produce
Qligarchy, or the Tyranpy of a Few; that is,
Pride, (?'ombination, and Rapine in the Sovcreigns,
and Mifery and Dejetion in the Man{; and the
unreftrained Licentioufnefs of the Multitude will
beget Confufion and Anarchy, To provide againft
thefe certain and eternal Evils, mixed Forms of
Government were invented; where Dominion and
Liberty are fo_equally tempered, and fo mutually
checked one by another, that neither of them
can have Intereft and Force enough to opprefs the
other, )

“I'hefe Inftitutions have provided againft many
Evils, but not againft all ; for, whilit Men con-
tinue in this Statc of Degencracy, that is, whilft
Men are Mcn, Ambition, Avaiice, and Vanity,
and cther Paflions, will govern their Actions; in
fpite of all Equity and Reafon, they will be ¢ver
ufurping, or attempting to ufurp, upon the Liberty

and
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and Fortunes of one another, and all Men will ke
ftriving to enlarge their own, Dominion will al-
ways defire Incicafe, and Property always to pre-
ferve itfelf; and thefe oppofite Views and Intercfls
will be caufing a rcrpctual Struggle: But by this
Struggle Liberty is preferved, as Water is kept
fweet by Motion,

“I'li¢ Nature and Reafon of this Sort of Go-
vernment, is to make the feveral Parts of it con-
troul and counterpoife one another ; and fo keep
all within their proper Bounds. The Intereft of
the Magiftracy, which is the Lot and Portion of
the Great, is to prevent Confufion, which levels
all Things: ‘I'lie Intercft of the Body of the
People, is to keep Power from Oppreflion, and
their Mugiftrates from changing into Plunderers
and Murderers ; the Interelt ofgthe ftanding Se-
nate, which is, or ought to be, compofed of Men
diftinguifhable for their Fortunes and Abilities, is
to avoid Ruin and Diffolution from either of thefe
Extremes : So that, to preferve Liberty, all thefe
co-ordinate Powers muft be kept up in their whole
Strength and Independency,

Names will not defend you, Gentlemen, when
the Thing fignificd by them is gone, The Em-
perors of Rome were as abfolute with the Shew of
a Scnate, and the Appearance of the People’s
choofing their Prictors, Tribuncs, and other Offi-
cers of the Commonwealth, as the Ec/’ern Mo-
parcls are now witkout thefe fceming Checks,
and this Shew of Liberty: And in fome Refpells
they were more fecure as the Infamy of thir
"I'yranny was fhared by thefe Aflemblics, the Ad-
vantages were all their own, ard the Condition of
the People vias rather the worfe for thefe mock

Magie

:1
|
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Magiftrates and pretended Reprefentatives, who,
under the Colour and Title of the Protcttors of
the Pcople, were, at the People’s Expence, the
real Helpers and Partakers of the Iniquity of the
Tyrant, The Kings of Frauce have Parfiaments,
but Parliaments which dare not difpute their Royal
Pleafure ; and the poor People would not fare one
Jot the better, if thefe Parliaments were bribed
not to difpute it.

T his wretched Cafe, Gentlemen, will be yours,
and the wretched Cafe of your Pofterity, if ever -
an ambitious Prince and defigning Minifter fhall
hereafier be able to corrupt or awe your Reprefen-
tatives, And whatever wicked Bargains are then
made, will be made at your Expence, and you.
nmuft pay the terrible Reckoning at laft, You
have a King at prefent, from whom you have
none of thefe Things to fear, But, alas! Gen-
tlemen, how few Titus's and Trajans were there
found amongft the Roman Emperors! and how
few can Evgland fhew fince the Conqueft! It ree
quires therefore your beft T houghts and moft vi-
gorous Refolutions, to preferve your Conftitution
intire in all its Parts, without i{ﬂ’cring any cne
Part to prevail fo far over the other, as to reduce
it in Eflc&t, though not in Name, o a fimple
¥orm of Government, which is always Tyranny,.
It will be all onc to you, whether this is roug})wt
about by Confederacy or by Force.  Whatever
be the villainous Means; Violence, Oppreftion,
and cvery Rank of Evily, will be the Ead,

In order to this honeft or publick Detign, you
ought to choofe Reprefentatives, whofe Intercils
are at prefent the fame with your own, and likely
to coutinue the fume; Reprefentutives, who are

: not
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not already pre-engaged, nor, from their Circum-
ftances, Education, Profeffion, or Manner of Life,
likely to be engaged, in a contrary Intereft. He
will prove but a forry Advocate, -who takes Fees
from your Adverfary; and as indifferent a Pleni-
potentiary, who receives a Penfion from the Prince
whom he is commiffioned to treat with: Nor can
there be any Security in the Fidelity of one, who
can find it more his Interet to betray you, than
to ferve you faithfully, .

Virtue and Vice will be but ill balanced, when
Power and Riches are thrown into the wrong
Scale, A great Proteftant Peer of France, having
changed his Religion, in Compliance with his
Mafter, Henry the Fourth of Frame, who had
changed too, was foon after asked by that Monarch
publickly, which of the two Religions he thought
the bek?  The Proteflant, Siry undoubtedly is the
bfly faid the Peery 4y your cwon Regal Confeffion 3
Siney in Exchange for st, sour Majefly bas given me
Pepery, and a Marfbal's Steif 80 bot,  Where Boot
is given, there is always a tacit Confeflion that
the Exchange is unequal without it, Choofe not
therefore fuch who are likely to truck away your
Liberties for an Equivalent to themfelves, and to
fcll you to thofe againft whom it is their Duty to,
- defend you, When their Duty is in one Scale, and
a Thoufand Pounds 2 Year, or more, or even lefs,
is thrown into the contrary Scale, you may cafily
guefs, as the World goes, how the Balance is Jike
to turn,

Jtis the Right and Duty of the Frecholders and
Burghers of Great Britain, to examine into the
Conduct, and to know the Opinions and Inten-
tivns, of fuch as ofler themfclves to their Cl}olicc.

QW

a
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How can any of them be truly reprefented, when
they know not who reprefents them? And as it
was always their Right, they had once the fre-
quent Means and Opportunity to refent eficGually
the Corruptions of thofe who had bafely betrayed
their facred Truft; of rejecing with Scorn and
Deeftation, fuch traiterous Parricides; and of
fending up honefter and wifer Men in their room.
This, my dear Countrymen, we had once the
frequent Means of doing : Make ufe now, O
worthy and free Britsns I make good Ufe of this
prefent Dawn, this precicus Day of Liberty, to
recover once mote that invaluable Privilege. Do
not wildly choofe any one,” who has given up, or
attempted to give up, your Birthrights, aud, above
all, that Right which fecures all the reft,  Admit
no Man to be fo much as a Candidate in your
Countics and Boroughs, till he has declared in the
cleareft Manner, in the moft exprefs and folemn
Words declared, his inoft hearty and vigorous Re-
folutions, to endeavour to repeal all Laws which
render you incapable to ferve your King, or to pu-
nith Traytors, or to preferve your original and e(-
fential Rights, This, Gentlemen, is your Time;
—— which, if you fuffer it to be loft, will pro-
bably be for ever loft,
" ‘Fhere are a Sort of Men who proul about the
Country to buy Boroughs ; Creatures, who ac-
coft you for your Votes with the Spirit and De-
fign, and in the Manner of Jockeys; and treat-
ing you like¢ Cattle, would purchafe you for lefs
or more, juft as they think they can fell you
again, Can you bear this Infult, Gentlemen, upon
your Honefly, your Reafori, and your Liberties ?
Or if there be any amongt you, who counte-
nance
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pance fuch vile and exccrable Bargains, which
affeft and involve you in all their Confequences,
ought they not to be treated like publick Ene-
‘mies, as indeed they are, and be hunted from
amongft you? I have often wondered how a little
contemptible Corporation, confiting, as fome of
them do, of Broom-makers, Hed c-gbreakers, and
-Sheep-flealers, could ftand the ks and Re-
bukes of a rich and honeft Neighbourhood, after
the'e dirty Rogues had openly fold at the Mar-
ket-Crofs, perhaps for Forty Shillings a-piece, not
only theirdbwn Liberties, but, as far as in them
lay, the Liberties of -that rich Neighbourhood,
and of all England,  Such faleable Vermin ought
to be treated as Perfons excommunicate, as the
Pefts and Felons of Society, which they would
fell for Porridge : And if proper Abhorrence were
‘¢very where fhewn towards them, and no Com-
:merce held with them, they would foon grow ho-
‘neft out of Necefity; or if they did not, they
might juftly fear, like guilty Cain, that every
‘Man whom they met would” kill them, If this
‘Method were taken, it would curc Corruption of
this Kind: Let. thofe who fell their Country be
‘every where renounced and fhunned by their
Ne'ghbourhood and their Country, and fuch Sale
will foon be over.

‘I'he Majority of you, Gentlemen, are yct un-
‘corrupted ; ~ Indeed none but a few of the worft
and pooreft of you are yet corrupted. ‘T'he Body
of the Fiecholders know not what it is to take
Moncy ; and choofe their Reprefentatives from
amongft themfelves, and from a thorough Ac-

uaintance, either with the Men or with their
“haraQers, ‘I'be little beggarly Boroughs only
arg
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are the Pools of Corruptiony with them Moncy
is Merit, and full of Recommendation. ‘They
engage for Men without knowing their Names,
and choofe them femetimes without feeing their
Faces; yet their Members, when they are cho-
fen, are as good as yours; thatis, their Votes
are a5 good, Itis in your Power, Gentlemen,
and in that of ,your honeft Neighbours, to curc
this mighty Evil, which has hitherto been ircura-
ble, or not fuffered to be cured, They are but a
few, and an inconfiderable few, in Comparifon of
you; and cannot live without you, though you
can without them,

Try the Expedient which I propofe ; neither
buy nor full with thofe reprobate Mercenaries,
who fell themfelves and you, Confider how
much it imports you 3 your All is concerned in it,
I'bis is not a Difpute about Dreams or Speecla-
tions, which affeét not your Property 5 but it is
a Difpute whether you fhall have any Property,
which thefe Wretches throw away, choofing
for the Guardians of Property Men wKom they
know not, or who are only known to them
by a very bad Token, that of having corrupted
them,

Lay not out your Money with thofe who for
Money fell your Libertics, which is the only
Source of your Money, and of all the Happinefs
which you enjoy. Remember, when your All is
at Stake, as it always is in an Eleétion of thofe
who are either to guard, or to give up your All;
I fay, remember how wantonly and blindly upon
that Occafion, thefe Wretches furrender them-
fclves, and you, and your All, and all Englond,

to
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to the beft Bidder, without knowing, often, who
heis. What Mercy do thefe cruel Slaves deferve
at your Hands? "T"he moft horrible Thing that they
can do againft you and your Pofterity, they do.
When Hannibal had gained his laft and greateft
Battle againft the Romens, and many of the No-
biiity wére deliberating about leaving Rome, the
young S:ipis entered the Room with his Sword
drawn, and obliged every Man prefent to bind
himfelf with an Oath, not to defert their Country,
And will you, Gentlemen, fuffer the littde hire-
Jing Inhabizants of Boroughs, who receive from
you and your Neizhbours their daily Bread; will
you, can you fuffer them to betray you, to give
up your Fortunes, and to comprehend you as they
do,” in the Sale which they make of themfelves?
Do you not know how much you are at the Mer-
c?( of their Honefty, how much it depends upon
tl:eir Breath whether you are to be Freemen or
Slaves: Yet will you ftand flupidly by, and fee
them truck you away for loofe Guineas? Would
you allow the common Laws of Necighbourhood
to fuch as fteal or plunder your Goods, rob you
of your Money, fcize your Houfes, drive you
from your Pofleflions, enflave your Perfons, and
farve your Families? No, fure, you would not,
Yet will you, can you continue to treat as Neigh-
bours and Friends, thofe rath, wicked, and mer-
cilefs Profligates; who, as far as in them lies,
would bring upon you and your Pofterity all thofe
black and melancholy Evils, by committing ‘the
mighty and facred Truft of all your Lives and
Propertics to Men, who hire them to betray it
and having firft made them Rogues, may after-
' wards, .
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wards, for ought they know, make them Slavcs,
and you with them? -

Can you bear this, Gentlemen? It is the Root
of all your heavy Sufferings, and may yet produce
worfe and more heavy, You are Freemen, and
Men of Reafon and Spirit ;. awaken your Spirit,
exert your Reafon, and aflert your Frecdomn, You
have a Right to petition the Parliament, you have
a Right to addrefs the King, to propofe your
“I"houghts and Grievances to both; and to be heard
and re%icved when you fuffer any. And from the
fame Reafon and kquity, you, Gentlemen Free-
holders, have a Right and a near Concern to ad-
vife your neighbouring Boroughs in the Choice of
their Members, and to warn them of the Confe-
quences, if they make a bad one.

For God’s Sake, Geatlemen, and for yourown,
and for all our Sakes, fhew your Spirit, your Une
deiftanding, and your AQivity, vpon this Occae
fionj and the hearty Praycrs and Wifhes of every
honett Man will attend you,

Alas] Gentlemen, with Tears I tell you, that
the Cure of Corruption is left to you, — A Cure
from another Quarter is cruelly denied tous, A
worthy Attempt was latcly made to deftroy it ef-
f&ually ; and we hoped that no Man, or Sct of
Men,  pretending ¢> common Honetly, would
Lave had the Face to difcourage or fruftrate that
Atiempt ;- but it was fruflrated, and we know
vhigre, and by whom, and for what Ends, “Thofe
wlo owe their whole Figure, and Fortune, and
J orce to Corruption, rather than part with it,
feun determined w fee the Nation confumed and
perith in jt. Your Help muft be from God and
yumilelves; be honclty aud imake your Neiphbours

huneft
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Longlt ; both are in your Power, and I glory that
they are,  As you love your Liberties, exercife
your Virtue; they depend upon it, Remember
the true but difmal Picture that I have given you
of Slavery and arbitrary Power ; and if you would
avoid them, be virtuous, foorn Bribes, abhor the
Man that offers them, and expofe him, Confider
him as an accurfed Tempter, and a barbarous Ra«
vifher, who would buy you out of your Integrity;

and fpoil you of your Labertics, ‘
Give me Leave now, Gentlemen, to mark out
to you more particularly what fort of Mcn you
ought not to choofe, Choofe not thofe who live
at a great Diftance from you, and whofe Abilitics,
Probity, and Fortuncs, are not well known to
ou, When you have chofen them, it will be
too Jate to know them, Choofe not the eldeft Sons
of Nobiemen, who muft be naturally in the In-
tercit of the Nobility, as the Nobility generally
are in the Intereft of the Court, whatever it be,
Reje@ Bigots of all Kinds and Sides: ‘Thofe
Men, whofe Minds ‘are fhut up in Band-boxes,
and who walk upon Stilts, have not Thoughts
large enough for governing Society, Even their
Ho.efty, when they have any, is ufelefs to the
Publick; and is often, on the contrary, made an
ill Inftrument in the Hands of thofe who have
norc. Reject alfo ail timorous, fearful, and dal-
tardly Spirits; Men, who having good Princi-
ples, either dare not own them, or dare not act
according to them, Choofe not Men who are
noted for Non-Attendance, and who have been
Members of Parliament, without wiiting upen
the Bufinc(s of Parliament; Men, who will pro-
bably be engaged in a Fox-Chace, in a Tavern,
or
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or in other debauched Houfes, though the King-
dom were undoing. While your Happinefs or
Mifery depends fo much upon the Breath of your
Reprelentatives, it is of great Importance to you,
that their Attendance be as conftant as their Be-~
haviour be honeft, What Excufe can they offer
for themfelves, when by their wanton Abfence a
Vote may pafs, which may coft you Millions ?
We know what bold Advantages have been taken
in former Parliaments, of a thin Houfe, to raifc
great and unexpelted Sums from the Nation, to
enable its worflt Foes to carry on an unnatural
Confpiracy againft it,

Reject with Indignation thofe Men, who, in
the late execrable South-Sca Confpiracy, took Stock
for Votes; and for an infamous Bribe in Stock,
voted your Libertics and Purfes into the merci-
lets Claws of the Scuth-8ea ‘I'raitors, and are fince
many of them juftly undone by the Bargain, T hink
you, Gentlemen, that thefe Men, who could fill
their Country, when they bad a Stake in it, wiil
not fell it for Jefs, when' they have none? You
ought to add to the fame Clafs, and treat in the
fame Manner, all thofe who headed and abetted
that deftru@ive Scheme, or cndeavoured to protect
thofe who did fo,

You are to be particularly careful, that thofe
whom you choofe be duly qualified according to
Law, and that no Deceit be practifed in ¢btuining
temperary Qualifications,  You ought to enquire
into their Eltates, and how they came by them 3
and if they have none, as many who ftand Candi-
dutes, I am told, have not, you may guefs who
aflifls them, and what hepeful Services are expect-
¢l from them,  Such Men you may be fure will

never
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never fpeak your Senfe in Parliament, — nor even
their own, if they have any; nor be fuffered to
confult your Intereft, “I'hey muft work for their
Maflers againft you, who ought to be fo,

Neither can you expe@ to be well ferved by
Men, whofe Eftates are embarked in Companies :
They themfelves will be engaged with their For-
tunes in the particular Intereft of fuch Companies,
which are arways againft the Inereft of gencral
Trade ; and they will be but too apt to fall into
the Juggling and Artifices of Courts, to raife their
Stock to imaginary Values, === A certain and
!;go:;m Method to promote Cheating, and to fink

rade,

Shun likewife ail thofe who are-in the Way of
Ambition; a Paffion which is rarely gratified by
Integrity, and an honeft Zeal for your Good ;
fhun all Men of marrow Fortunes, who are not
for your Purpofe, from obvious Reafons ; fhun all
Lawyers, who have not eftablifbed Practice or
good Eftates, and who are confequently more li-
able to Corruption, and whom the Court has
more Means of corrupting, than other Men ;
fhun all Men involved in Debt, ali Men of ill
Morals, and debauched and difhoneft Lives ; all
Gamefters, and all Men who fpend more than
their Income, T heir Extravagance makes them
neceTtous, and their Neceflitics make them
venal,

We do not ordinarily truft a Man with a fmall
Sum without a Note, or Mortgage, or a Bond ;
and fuch Sccurity is but reafonable: And is it not
as reafonable, that, when we truit Men with all
that we have, as we do our Reprefentatives, we
ought to feek and procure all the Security whish

the
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the Nature of the Thing will admit ? Would it
not be dircé&t Madnefs to truft our All, our whole
accumulative Portion in this Life, to thofe whom -
no Man would, in a private Way, truft for Five
Shillings ? Call to mind, Gentlemen, whether
fome of you have never formerly made fuch a
rath and dangerous Choice ; and for God’s Sake
mend it now, -

I fuppofe thus far you will all agree with me; as
1 darc fay you will, when I tell you that the Gen-
tlemen of the Sword are not proper Reprefenta-
tives of a People, whofe Civil Conftitution abhors
ftanding Armies, and cannot fubfift under them,
‘TChe Fortunes and Expe@ations of thefe Gentle~
men ¢cpend upon obferving the Word of Com-
mand ; and it is but natural that they thould fup-
port Power in which they are Sharers.  You muft
not therefore expet that they will ever concur in
a Vote, or an Addrefs, to disband or reduce them-
felves 3 however defirable or neceflary the fame
ma{ beto you, Thofe of them who deferve
well of you, as very many of the prefent Officers
do, are doubtlels entitled to Thanks and good
Ufage from you; but to fhew them Refpelt by
giving them Seats in Parliament, is by no means
a proper, prudent, or natural Way of doing it,
Befides, it will create a great and unjuft Purtiality
to particular Boroughs, and fome thell be bur.
thened with Soldiers, when others fhall be free
from them 5 joft at the Mercy and Expectations
of the commanding Officer,

It iy indeed a Mistortune to the Army itlelf, to
Lave any of its Oficers Members of  the Houfe
of Commons, fiace the greateft Merit in the
Vie'd thall not recommend a Man fo much to

Vor, H, B jult
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juft Preferment, as the Want of Merit (ometimes
thall in that Houfe. A Complaint, however,
whick I hope there is no Ground for at prefent,
Choofe not, Gentlemen, any foert of Men,
whofe Intereft may at any T'ime, and in any Cir~
cumflance, confilt in Confufion,  Neither aie
Mecn ‘n Employments the propereft Men for your
Choice, It cver your Inteieft comes in Compes
tition with their Pluces, you may eafily guefs
which muft give Way 3 I think there are but fuw
Inflarces wlhicre they themfelves fuffer and fall in
that Strugple,  Under this Head, I weuld defuie
you, Gentlemen, to obferve the Behaviour of the
Oflicers of the Cuitoms and Excife, upon the ¢n-
fuing Eledtions § and remember that they foricit
one Lundied Pounds, if they perfuade or deal
with any Perfun, to vote or to forbear veting,
and are made for ever incapable of holding any
Ewplymant uvuder the Crown,  If yeu find
them bufy »nl intermeddling in this Eleflion,
take the Advantaze which the Law gives you,
and fez it honefily put in Exceution againft them :
Refides, fuch Conduct of theirs, and Profecution
of yours, may give Occafion to a new Law, with
more tenible Penalties upon that fore of Men,
whom our Misfortunes Lave made numerous,
Fara Conelufon,  Confider, Gentlemen, Oh!
contider what you are abouty, and whetler you
wiil ting Li'e or Death upon us, Oh! take
Cuare of yourichyes, and of vs All: We are 2ll
in yeur Hands, and 5 at prefent are your Repre-
firtatives 3 but very quickly the Scene will be
fiiited, and both you wnl we will be in theirs,
Do et judze of ticm by deir prefunt bumible
Spcech 6o and condeivending Cainage 5 but livin;k
Wil




CATO's LETTERS, 27
what they arc like to be when they are no longer
under your Eye, when they are no longer fuing
to you, nor want you. L'hefc humble Creaturcs,
who now bow down before you, will foon look
down upon you, — Oh! choofe fuch as are likcly
to do it with moft Pity and T'enderncls, and aie
nit likely to relieve you of thofe Burthens under
which we all fadly groan, and under which we
muft certainly fink never to rife agan, if we Le
not relieved, ’

I am, Gentlemen, with exceeding Sinceiity,
and 21l good Wilkes,
G-
Year wg? Afflimate Hum'le Sorvesit,

SATURDAY, Mich 31, 1722, No, 71,

Pite Ats and Learning natwally produed in Lics
Stutesy and marvid by fuuch as are 1t fice,

SIR,

N the firlk Rife an) Beginning of States, 2

rough and unhewn Virtue, a rude and favags
Freccened, and ain unpolithed Paffion for Libeity,
are the (Qualities chiefly in Repute @ T'o thefe fucs
ceod militwry Accomplithments, dom:ttick Arts
and Seicaces, and foch pelitical Konowledge aind
Acgicsats, as ure neceflary to ke St
great aad formidable Abroad, 2nd o prefeove
Fapality and domeilick Hoppinds ond Seouiity ot
Houmey and Ly, when todie aecataned, fiule
Jow Policaefs, frocaiative Kowledge, moral ool
L2 (N
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experimentzl Philofophy, with other Lranches of
Leaming, and the whole T'rain of ti:c Mufes,

“1'he Romans were Jong Mafters of the Aits of
War and Policy, before they knew much of the
Embellilbments of Letters,

Scvus enin Greeis admovit acumina chartis,
Et, poft Punica tella, quictus querere cepit,
Quid Soplacles & Thefpisy & ofibylus utsle ferrent,

Thee were the Effic@s of Eafe, Leifure, Secu-
rity, and Plenty, and the Produtions of Men
retired fiom the Hurry and Anxicties of War,
2nd fequeftered from the Tumults of the World ;
of Men not ruffled by Difappointment, nor fcared
with the Noife of forciga fnvaﬁons, nor difturbed
with civil Tumults; and of Men not difteefled
by Want, or wholly employed with the Cares of
Life, and folicitous for a Support to themfelves
and Familics 1
et racter laadem nullins avaris,

I'ke Ronans had fecured their Conquefls, and fete
tied their Powery before they grew fund of the
Ormaments of Life,

J o frzuld py Mommius Fore Thme ty 5204,

W aily Lis Aue /s fani’d Gliiy led

Fanstie Decliy le wvel efpeafe e Coufe

Of Fi doar Cauntry's Liceviies enld Laws @

Anzgfrogh Vs Law can Leije ot hly o,

Or 1ild? jik Sainis ihe Ly wed Lawrel grivo #

L. 2fnanlis was ere of the priccipal Mon of
Doe ; yat ) 55:;: s t?.n:.l ak'ng of Cointh, be
was foizoerant inthe polite Ans, that wien be
vias il pling ol the glorious Spoils of that great

City

.
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City to Rere, he ridiculeufly threatened the Ma-
fters of the Veilels, that if they broke or loft any
of the Statues, Paintings, or of the other curious
G ook Monuments, they fhould be cbliged to get
s made in their room at their proper Ex-
M H VN .

' But the Romaus quickly improved in their
Tafte, quickly grew fond of Woiks of Genius
of cvery Kind, having now Leifure to admire
them, and Encouragement to imitate them,  And
the Grecksy from whom the Romans had them,
were fift great in Power, and their civil GEco-
nomy was excellently eftablithed, beforg they grew
eminent in Politenels and Learning,

But neither will the fingle Invitations of Lei-
fure and Eafe prove fufiicient to engage Men in
the Purfuits of Knowledge as far as it may be
purfued.  Other Motives muft be thrown in;
they muft find certain Protetion and Encourage- .
ments in fuch Purfuits, and proper Rewards at the
End of them. The Laurel is often the chief
Caufe of the Victory, ‘I'he Grecks, who encou-
raged Learning and the Sciences more, and pre-
ferved them longer, than any People cver did,
kept ftated, publick, and general Aflemblics, on
Furpofe for the T'rial and Encouragement of Wit
and Arte, and for the diftinguithing of thefe wlio
profeflcd them,  Thither reforted all who had
any Pictenfions that Way, or had engaged in Per-
formances of that Kind :  All the moft illuftrious
Men in Greecey the Waobility, the Magiltracy, the
Amballidors of Princes, fometimes Princes them-
fuives, were the Auditors and Judges: By thefe
Merit was dittinguifhed, the Contention for Glo-
5y decided, the Victory declued, and by thefe

' B3 the
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tie Rewards of it were beftowed,  T'hus glorious
was the Price of Excelling; thus equitable, pub-
Jick, and loud was the Fame of it, It is there-
foie no Wonder that it was courted by the Greels
vith as much Ardour and Application, as the

* chicf Dignities in a State are courted by others,
And confidering how ftrong were the Stimulations
of the Grecks to ftudy, Florace might well fay,

Groils ingeniumy, Graiis dedit ore rotundo

M lequi -——
Before this auguft Aflembly, Herodotus repeated
Lis H.ftory with great Applaufe 3 which fo ani-
matd Tlugydides, then very young, that in Emu-
lation of Flersdotus, be wiit a better Hiflory tlan
thot of Heridatus.  Here Clesmenes recommendcd
Linfelf, by only repeating fome Verfes skillfully
coliz&ed out of Empedscls y and here Euripides and
Xeneeles contended for Pref_rence in the Drama,

Indecd the Honours attending a Victory upon
thefe Occafions were excefiive, and according to
Ciiero did almoft cqual thofe of a Reman Tri-
umph, T'he Vi€tors were reckoned to have arris
ved to the higheft human Felicity, to have en-
tailed Glory upon all that belonged to them, up-
¢n their Yamlies, Friends, their Native City,
end the Place of their Education,  Elogiums
were made upon them, Statues were ereéled to
them, and cver after they met cvery where the
fimez Preferance which they had met at the Ohm-
pick Ailemblies, —— A Preference which o fired
the Emperor Ners, that when hg had ridiculoufly
flood Comgpetitor at 3 finging Match, and taken
a Journcy to Grecce on Purpofe, he firft declared
lumfelf Vickor ; and then, to deftroy all Mark;

an




‘e

)

CATO's LETTERS, 31

and Memory of thofe ‘who had been fo befure
him, he commanded all their Pictures and &22-
tucs to be pulled down, and thrown into thc
Privies,

T'he Romans, as foon as they had Leifure from
their long and many Wars, fell quickly into tle
fame Studies, and into the fame Emulation to ex-
cdlin them, They no fooner had 2ny Acq ain-
tance with Grercey but they were poffelled witha
Fondnefs for all her Refinements,

Gradia capta forum vicloenm iépity & artes
Dutulit agrefli Latiz=-—

T'ke fierce Romans fubdved Groeve by their Arms;
and Grecee made ruftick Jraly a Captive to ber
Arts,  All the Youth of Reme were charmel
viith the Beauties of Learning, and eager to pof-
fefs them 5 many of the Senators were caught by
the fame Pafiions 3 even the elder Cato, who was
at firlt azainft thefe Improvements, which he
feared would foften tog much the rough Roman
Genivs, yet changed his Opinion fo far after-
wards, as to learn Greck in his old Age,

‘I'his prodigious Progrefs of the Romans in
Lcarning, had no othier Caufe than the Freedom
and Equility of their Government,  “The Spirit
of the People, like thut of their State, breathied
nothing but Liberty, which no Power fouglt to
controul, or could controul : The Improvement
of Knowledge, by bringing no Terror to the
Magifiratcs, brougﬁt no Danger to the People,
Nothing is too hard for Liberty ; that Liberty
which made the Greks and Remans Matters of
the Worll, made them Matters of all the Learn-
ing in it: And when their Libertics perithed, fo
. B4 did
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¢ their Learning.  That Eloquence, and thofe
other Abilities and  Acquirements, which raifed
tho’e who had them to the higheft Dignities in a
free State, became under Tyranny a certain
“Train to Ruin, unlefs they werc proftituted to the
Service of the Tyrant,

That Knowledge, and thofe Accomplithments,
which crcmed’en!oufy inflead of Applaufe, and
Danger infead of Reward, will be but rarcly and
fairtly purfued ; and for the moft part not at all,
Na Man will take great Pains, fpend his Youth

“and lofe his Pleafures, to purchafe Infamy or Pu-
nithment: And thercfore when fuch Obftacles
are thrown in his Way, he will take Council of
Sclf-Jove, acquiefce in the fafhionable Stupidity,
and prefer gilded and thriving Folly to dangerous
and forbidden Wifdom.

{gnorance accompanies Slavery, and js intro-
duced by it, People who live in Freedom will
think with Freedom ; but when the Mind is
enfaved by Fear, and the Body by Chains, In-
quiry and Study will be at an End, Men will
not purfue dangerous Knowledge, ~mnor ven-
ture their Heads, to improve their Underftand-
ings,  Befides, their Spisits, dejected with Setv .
vitude and Poverty, will want Vigour as well as
Leifure to cultivate Arts, and propagate Truth;
which is ever High-Treafon againft Tyranny.
Neither the Titles nor the Deeds of Tyrants will
bear Examination ; and their Power is concerncd
to ftupify and deftroy the very Facultics of Reafon
and Thinking: Nor canReafon travel far, when
Force and Dread are in the Way ; and” when
ll\/}cn dare not fee, their Eyes will foon grow ufe
cfs. .

Iy
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In Turky, Printing is forbid, left by its Means
common Senfe might get the better of Violence,
and be too hard for the Imperial Butcher, It is
cven Capital, and certain Death there, only to
reafon freely upon their Alcoran, —— A fure Sign
of Impofture ' But by Impofture, Stupidity, and
Janizaries, his Throne is fupported ; and his vaft,
but thin Dominions, know no Inhabitants but
barbarous, ignorant, and miferable Slaves,

Nor is Printing in other arbitrary Countries
of much Ufc but to rivet their Chains; It is per-

mitted only on one Side, and made the further '

Means of Servitude, Even in Chriftian Coun-
trics, under arbitrary Princes, the People are
for the moft part as ignorant and implacable Bi-
gots as the Turksare, And as it is rare to find a
Slave who is not a Bigot, no Man can fhew me
a Bigat who is not an ignorant Slave ; for Bigotry
is a Slavery of the Soul to certain religious Opini-
ons, Fancics, or Stories, of which the Bigot

knows little or nothing, and damns all that do,
“I'he leaft Cramp or Reftraint upon Reafoning
and Inquiry of any Kind, will prove foon a migh-
ty Bar in the W;? to Learning, It is very true,
tzat all forts of Knowledge, at leaft all forts of
fublime and important Knowledge, are fo compli-
cated and interwoven together, that it is impoffi-
ble to fearch into any Part of it, and to trace the
fame with Freedom to its firft Principles, without
Lorrowing and taking in the Help of moft, if not
all, of the other Parts,  Religion and Governe
ment, particularly, are at the Beginning and End
of every ‘I'hing, and are the Sciences in the
World the moft neceflary and important to be
knowns 3 and as thefe are more or lefs known,
B othee
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other Krowledge will be proportionably greater
or fmaller, or ponc: But where thefe cannot be
frecly cxamined, and their Excellencies fearched
intc and unlderllood, all other Wifdom will be
maimed and incfle@ual, indeed fcarce worth ha-
vinz,

f\'ow, in all arbitrary Governments, and un-
der all created and impofing Religions, nothing
mutt be found truc in Philofophy, which thwarts
the received Scheme, and the uppermoft Opini-
ens: The moft cvident mathematical Demonftra-
tions muft not difprove orthodox Dogma’s and
eltadlithed Ideas ; the fineft poetical Flights muft
be reftrained and difcouraged, when they would
fly over the narrow Enclofures and Prifon Walls
of Bigots; Nor muft the beft, the ftrongeft, and
the moft beautiful Reafoning dare to break through
popular Prejudices, or attempt to contend with
powerful and lucrative Ufurpation, A Bithop
was Lurned before the Reformation, for difcovering
ti:e YWarld to be round ; and even in the Jaft Cen-
tury, the excellent Gulilo was put into the dif-
vl Piilon of the Iuguifition, for maintaining the
Motion of the Earth round the Sun, as her Cen-
- ter,  ‘Fhis Propofition of his, which he had de-.
monfirated, ke-was forced to recant, to fave his
Li%e, ard fatisfy the Chuich,

Vvhee Religion and Government are moft de-
formed, as Religion ever is where it is fupportcd
by Crat and Force, and Government ever is
wher it is maintained by Whips and Chains
there all Examination into ¢ither, and all Reafon-
jng zbout them, is molt fictly forbid wnd d.f-
ceurazed 1 And as one fort of Inquiry and Know-
ledge beoats another; and as, when the \WS\SI of

Sien
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Men arc fuffcred to exert themfelves freely, no
body knows where their Purluits may end 3 fo no
T'yranny of any kind is fafe where gencral, im-
partial, and ufeful Knowledge is purfucd, lnhu-
man Violence and ftupid Ignorance, are the cer-
tain and neceflary Stay of Tyrants; and every
Thing that is good or valuable in the World is
againft them,

In the Eq/l (if we except China) there is not a
Glimmering of Knowledge; though the Eaftern
People are, from their natural Climate and Ge-
nius, vaftly capable of all Knowledge, Bernier,
mentioning the Cruelty of the Government, ‘and
the great Mifery of the People there, fays, ¢ From
¢¢ the fame Caufc a grofs and profound Jgnorance
¢ reigns in thofe States,  Nor is it poffible there
¢ fhould be Academies and Colleges weli founded
¢ inthem, Where are there fuch Founders to
¢ be mect with? And if they were, where arc
¢¢ the Scholars to be had ! Where are thofe who
¢ have Means fufticient to maintain their Chil-
¢ dren in Colleges? And if there were, who
¢ durft appear to be rich? And if they would,
 where are thofc Benefices, Preferments, ard
¢ Dignities, which require Knowledge and Abi.
¢ lities, and animate young Men to Study ?

I will not deny, but that in arbitrary Countries
there are fomet'mes found Men of great Parts and
Learrinag,  But thefe are ecither Ecclefiafticks,
who evea in the greateft ‘Tyrannies, at kalt in
Fourcpe, are Wlefied with great Liberty, and many
infependent Privileges, and are Freemen in the
inidit of Slaves, and have fuitable Leifure and Re.
venues to fupport them in their Studies ; or they
are Men invited and encouraged by the Prince to-

fiatter
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flatter his Pride, and adminifter to his Pomp and
Plcafures, and to recommend his Perfon and
Power.  For thefe Reafons alone they are caref-
fud, prote@ted, and rewarded, ‘They are endowed
with the Advantages of Freemen, merely to be
the Inftruments o% Servitude, ‘I’hey are a fort of
Swifi, hired to be the Gyards of their proud Ma-
fler’s Fame, and to applaud and vindicate all his
Wickednefs, Wildnefs, Ufurpations, Prodigalities,
and Follies, This therefore is the worft of all
Profiitutions, the moft immoral of all fort of Sla.
very j asit is fupporting Servitude with the Breath
of Liberty, amf aflaulting and mangling Libesty
with her own Weapons. A Creature that lets out
his Genius to hire, may fometimes have a very
goodone ; but he muft have a vile and beggarly
Soul, and his Performances are at beft but the bafelt
Way of petitioning for Alms,

‘rance could boaft many Men of Wit and Let«
ters in the late Reign, though it was a very fevere
one, and brought infinite Evils upon all France and
Eurspe,  Butthefe great Wits were many of them
the Inltruments and Parafites of Power, who bent
the whole Force of their Genius to fandlify de-
meftick Oppreflion and foreign Ufurpation : Such
were the Chara&ers and Employment of Pelifin,
Boileau, Racine, and feveral others.  Frome faw
2t the fame I'une feveral Churchmen of greatand
exalted ‘Talents, fuch as the Jate Archbithop of
Cantrey, the Cardinal de Retz, Claide Joly (*),

tle

(*) Claude Joly, Canon cf Noftr¢ Damc, Paris, hath pub-
himed a Treatife, eusisled, * Recual do Maximes verita-
¢ blee & iraportantes pour nftitution du Roy, contre la
< gl Politgue du Curdingl Mazasing 2 whcrglm he

Mgws,
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the prefent Abbot Ver/ot, and many miore excel.
lent Men, all Loversof Liberty, which, by being
Churchmen, they poflefled, .
But though it be true, that the late French King
encouraged all forts of Leaisng, that contributed
to the Grandeur of his Name and Court, and did
not contradict his Power, and courted great Wri-~
ters all over Eurgpe, cither to write for him, or
not againft him ; yet the Nature of his Govern-
ment was fo conftant a Damp upon general
Learning, that it was at laft brought to a very
low Pafs in that Kingdom, even in his Time,
Monfieur Des Maizeaux tells us, in bis Dedication
of 8t, Evremond’s Works to the late Lord Hali
Sax, That the great Genius's of France were, about
the Time I fpeak of, fo confirained, as tither to have
srbore writing ab ally or 17 have expreffed what they
thought ly Halves 3 '¥ hat 1a Bruyeve complains, that
the French are cramped in Satire ; That Regis, the
Jamous Philofipher, folicitzd Ten Years fer a Licence
10 publigh bis Courfe of Philcfiphy, and at laft cbtained
it “only on this Condition, o retrench wwhatever dif-
pleafed the Cenfors 5 'That Monfieur de Fontenelle
hath been olliged to depart frem the Freedom which e
wfd in ske firfl Works be publifbed 5 'V'hat but few of
ihe prefent French Authors diflinguifp themfiives ¢i
ther by their Learning or IWity and that all this is
to be attributed to the Nature of the Goverument y
which is unqueftionably true,
What Mr, Des Maizeaus fays vpon this Argu-
ment is fo judicious and juft, that I thail borsow

thewss, that the Power of Kings islimited by that of (hiir
Ftzt2s and Parhaments  ard gives authenuck Frecfs, thae
fuch is the original Conthituticn of the Uovernment of
France.  lig died 1700
anctler
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another Paragraph from the fame Dedication,
L Libcrt?', /gy: ke, infpires a noble and elevated
¢ Confilence, which naturally enlarges the Mind,
¢¢ and gives it an Emulation to trace out new
¢ Roals towards attaining the Sciences;  whereas
¢ a fervile Dependence terrifics the Soul, and fills
¢¢ ¢k¢ Mind with a timorous Circumfpection, t

¢ renders it mean and groveling, amt cven debars
¢¢ the Ufe of its moft refined Natural Talents.—
¢ Grecce and ltaly never had illuftrious Writers, but
s¢ whillt they preferved their Liberty, The Lofs
¢¢ of that was followed by the Decay of Wit,
¢¢ and the Ruin of polite Learning, Greeee, for-
¢ merly the Seat of the Mufes, is now involved
¢« in a frighful Barbarity, under the Slavery of
¢¢ the Otteman Empire 3 and  Jtaly, which under
¢¢ the Influence of a Secnate, was fo fruitful in
L %rcat and Jearned Men, now fubjeét to the Tri-
¢¢ bunal of the Juguifitin, produces no confidera-
¢ ble Werks of Erudition or Politenefs,

Al the great Genius's who lived in the Days of
Au/luey were born and educated in the Days of
Litaty 3 and he borrowed frem the Common-
wealth all the Ornaments of his Court and Em-
piie,  In fpite of 2l Lis boafted Tafte of Let-
ters, and the Enceurazement which ke gave them,
I do not remember one extracrdinary Genits
bitd under his Iufluence: On the contrary, o'l
thet were fo, dicd in his Time, without leivirg
aty Succeflors,  Luicguid Rewana feaindia balot
crved info'enti Gravdie ant (iforat aut presferal, diren
Cisiziim ¢osity Quniy ngenta quz lican flu-
A5 reflris aitw'crunt ture vats funt.  In deterins des
inde qutilie data ves gly fays Soneca. 4% Every
© Juprovament da’the Ravan Elegience, which

S giiher
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¢¢ cither equals or excels that of afluming Gresce,
¢¢ flaurithed in the Time of Ciwero. All the great
¢ Wits, that now animate and dire& our Studies,
¢¢ were then born, But ever fince then, Wit
¢ daily decays, and grows lower and lower, .

This Decay began in the Time of Auguflus,
Wwho began his Reign with  butchering Cicers, bis
Patron, his Father, and Lis Friend, and the Pro-
digy of Roman Eloquence and Learning; and that
Dccaz encreafed fo faft, that from the firft Ry-
man Emperor to the Jaft, for the Space of about
Five Hundred Years, the great City of Rome did
not groduce five great Genius’s ; and thofe that it
did produce, were produced near the T'imes of Li-
berty, when they were yet warmed with its Me-
mory, before the Tyrants had yet ‘Time utterly
to abolifh all that was good, though they made
infinite Hafle,  Tacitus was their laft great Hitlo-
rian, and fuvenal their laft great Poct, both paf-
fionate Adorers of Liberty., It is melanchel
what the former fays uponthis Subje&t, Pe? feliie
tur; cpud A Sumy atyue omnem patcikatem ad wnum
wufirve feds interfuity, magra il ingenia e,
‘I'he Rerians had no longer any great Geniuy’s
than while they were frce,

The Gresks preferved Learning fome Time a%
ter th.c Komaus had loft ity for though they were
congucred by the Reomant, many of the Greck Cie
tics v ere fuflered to enjoy their ancient Libertis
and Lavs: “T'hey paid only an cafy Homage, and
no ‘Vrocps were quartered among thein, as in tie
other Provinees. - Heowever, asthey wee at the
Mercy of Forcign Muflers, the Vigous of their
Spirit. was gone, and they produced but fow goed
Authors; Dicn end Plasch avey Ltbink, rechored

. the
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the chief, It is the Obfervation of the learned, po-
lite, and ingenious Author of the Reflexions Critigues
Jur la Potfie & fur la Peinture, That Greece had more
great Men of all Kinds in the Age of Platoalone,
when its Liberties flourithed,. than in all the many
Ages between Perfius, the laft King of Macedsn,
and the Taking of Conflantinsple by the Turks,
amounting to Seventeen Hundred Years,

The feveral Attempts made by Fepafian, Titus,
and Zrqjan, to reftore Learning, proved almoft
vain.  "T'hc Mufes, who, frightened by Tyranny,
were now fled out of the World, ¢ould not be al-
Jured back to Rome, whereBafenefs, Terrors, and
Scrvitude, had Jong reigned, and where their Seats
were filled by pedantick Praters, by babbling and
hypocritical Philofophers : For, the Itch and Name
of Learning fill fubfifted ; and therefore Seneca
faysy ut omnium rerum, [ literarum quogue intempo-
raatia kiloramus,

The Root of the Evil remained ; the Empire
of mere Will had ufurped the Throne of the Laws,
and the Place of Learning, The Genius, that
bold and glorious Genius, infpired by Liberty, was
gone 3 and the Trial to reftorc Learning without
reftoring Liberty, only ferved to fhew, that the
who would do Good to a Community, which is
ill conflituted or corrupted, muft either begin with
the Government, and alter or reform that, or dc-
fpair of Succefs,  All that the beft Reman Empe-
rors could at laft do, was, not to butcher nor ¢p-
prefs their People 3 which yet they could not se-
ftrain their  Miniters from doing,  Mudanus
blackencd the Reign of [ Fafian by bis Pride, In-
folence, and Crueitics ; and the Miniflers of Aer-
7y under Colour of punifhing the Informers, a

Crew
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Crew of Rogues licenfed and encourzyal by the
former Emperors, to enfnare and doitioy thelr
dreadful JFoes, the Innocent and Virucu-, mode
Ufe of that mood Prince’s Autherity crd his Ha.
tred of thelc Vermin, to banith, phucier, kil
and ruin, mauy of the beft Men in Rz

‘I'he Govertment, the arbitary - fingle Govirne
menty had long difcouraged and baniflicd cray
Ihing that was good; and, with the scl, Lewns
ing irretrievably, :

h

G Iariy &e,
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SATURDAY, Aril 7, 1722, No. 72,

In chfolute AMonarclies the Menarch filklem siles, Int
kis Creatures inflad of Fm——T hat Jriof Gos
vernuent & Gradation of dyrants,

§ IR,

T H E- Advocates for Abfolute Monarchy argue
a1 ignorantly as perverfely, and build without
8 Foundation ; fince, while they contend for un-
limited Submiffion to the Monarch’s Will, they
muft either fuppofe, that all A&ts of Power pro-
ceed from his Will, or elfe that the Will of his
Minifters is alfo unlimited, and their Orders are
irrefiftible, So that eithcr all his Servants, Inftru-
ments, and Exccutioners, are abfolute Monarchs
too ; which none but a Madman will fay: Or
that he himfelf does immediately diret every
thing (hat is done ; which no Man of common
Senfe will affirm,  Indecd fuch Princes havclthlz .
ca

-
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Jeaft Share of their own Power, and feldom know
what is done, or care,

Monfeur Thevenst tells ue, that the Grand
Seion’r minds pothing but  Lis Pleafures, the
Pranks ¢f Mutes and Buffoons, who are his con-
ftant Astendants, and always ftudying new Freaks
and Griniaces to divert him 3 and the Dalliances
of Womee, fent to Lim fremail Quarters by his
Lalews, MsPower is abfolutely defpotick 5 His
Will, that is e fay, Lis Luft, bis Maogots, or
Lis Rage, i Wis enly Law, aod the only Bounds
to the Avthority of this Vicegerent of God, By
Vite of this facred Power, he may rob any
Man, o1 21 Men, of their Eftates, and no Man
bas a Rizht tr complain: He may pat the beit
Mea to the miolt igpominious and larbarous
Death, and exali the vileft Crinuinals to the high-
et Dignities; and no Man mult ask why, 747
wilim'ted Pricer of t'e Sulan, (ays M-mf{cur The-
venity s fraidled en the Mahometan Religion, 1ohich
erjoiis @ Blin 1 8abrsiyfion 10 all Lis Commandsy on pais
of Damiation :

A bletled and beneficent Relizion this, and a
fing'e Sovereignty with a Witnefs | But this mona
ftrous and formidable Power, which is holden b
him, is dire&ted by his Miniters without him,
‘I'hey employ both him and shemfelves; him far
from his Duty in unmanly Pleafuies, themfelves in
the Mifmanagement of his Atfairs, and in proftitu-
ting his Name and Authority, to ferve theic own
Vicws, He wears the Crown, and lives in a

Jrothel 3 they fway the Scepter, fuck the People’s

Blood, and fll their own Cofters,  T'he Grand
Fifery or Firft Minijter, is in Effe@ King over
Lis Mafter 5 he has the Cuftody of the Imperial

» Power,
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Power, and difcharges the Office of the Grand
Seignior : And as to the Bafhzuws, who are like-
wile fo many Kings in their Provinces, Theveuct
fays, *¢ They abufe their Avthority, and are
“ more arbitrary than the Suran himfelf ; their
¢ Defign and Bufinefs being to raifc fudden For-
¢ tunes by their Spoils and Opprefion,  And the
¢ Grand Scigrior is forced to diffemble his Knowe
¢ Jedge of this Rapine and Exorbitancy, for want
¢ of Power to punifh or redrefs them; for that
¢ thele Men Lave the Soldiers more at their De-
¢ votion than Le has, i :

As to the Tird [ Civil Officers and Judges, he
fays they do what they will, and judee as they
pleafe ; £or ail dhedr written Laws being contained
in the Aevan, which is but a fhort Bouk, the
are fo ambiguoufly exprefled, and fo loofely deli-
vered, that the Cadi, as well as the Bafaw, wrefts
them zs he pleafes ; and judging without Appeal,
both thefe greedy and rapacious Officers turn Ju-
ftice into Oppreflion, and make it a Stale to their
Avarice,

Such is the Spirit and Effc@s of lawlels Power,
lodged in one Man ; every Officer and Creature
of his will have it; and by fetting up One Ty-
rant, a Thoufand are fet up.  As this Power is
never to be got or preferved, but by Violence and
Oppreflion 5 all Men, who have any Share in ¢xe-
cuting and miniftering and defending the fame,
myft be Oppreflors too, As no Man is an Op-
preffor for the mere Pleafure and Security of ano-
ther, but only for hisown Sake and Gratifica.
tion; (o all the Servants of Tyranny do, in their
Mafter’s Name, but rob and fpoil for themfclvcs}

an:
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and every Senvant is a Mafter, Al over the Ot
timea Empire, there is a Great Turk in every
Town, and he at Conlantinaple is perhaps the
idleft and moft barmlefs of them all; and the Fx-
aicie of the Turkih Government is nothing clfe
but a daily ard general Plunder, a Contention be-
twe:n the Governors, who fhall fpoil beft and get
moft, Nor, lct them plunder and butcher as they
will, is there any Redrefs to the opprefled and cx-
piring People; for thougl the Imperial Oppreftor
often forces his minifterizl Oppreflors to difzorge,
and fpoils the Spoiler of his Booty and his Life,
wlere he dares; yet, there being no Reflitution
made, tlhe Condition of the Opprefied is not
mended : It is Mock-Juftice, and worfe than
- none ; every AQ of Power, every Degree of Office
there, is Robbery and Violence ; and every Officer,

the leaft and loweft, is an irrefiftible Tyrant,
Single and abfolute Monarchy therefore, or
the ruling All by the Wiil of One, is Nonfenfe
and a ContradiQion j it is rather a Multiplication
of Monarchs, and in Fa& the worft fort of Oii-
{)avnlz ., Now fuppofc we were to obey blindly the
ill of the Prince; are we alfo to obey blindly
the Will of his Eunuchs, Miftreffes, and Janiza-
sics, who opprefs without his Knowlecge, or
againtt his Will? Sure the Inftruments and Dele-
gites of Tyranny are not alfo the Lord’s Anoint-
el. How thercfore fhall we know their Mind
from his, which perhaps contradi@ls theirs ? Or
how fhall we know whether he wills any Thing
at all, and whether they do not will for him ?
“I"his is almoft always the Cafc; and then here is
a Monarchy of Minifters; and Parafites, Pathicks,
Bufloons,



CATO's LETTERS. 45

Buffoons, Women, and Butchers, rule for him,
and over him,

Is this Government too by Divine Right? If
it be, let us rail no longer at Anarchy ;  which,
being the Abfence of all Government, though it
leaves every Man to do what he Jifts, yet likewife
Jeaves every Man a Right to defend himfelf; Be-
fides, this fort of Anarchy, where every one is
abfolutely free, will quickly fettle into Oyder, and
indeed cannot fubfift long.  But fingle Monarchy,
which is a long Gradation of ‘Fyrants, where
Many on one Side do what they will againft the
Moft on the other Side; where Cruelty and Luft
revel without Controul; where wanton and inhy-
man Power has no Limits, and heavy and forrow-
ful Oppreffion ro Remedy nor End; where the
Innocent and Harmlefs fuffer moft, and the Worft
and Vileft thrive beft, and where none are fecure
where Wickednefs fupports Power, and Property
is the Spoil of Armies: I fay, this abfolute Mo-
narchy is woife than abfolute Anarchy, by not
being fo gencral. It is a partial Anarchy, with
worfe Lffects, and no Remedy,

All tiis il further proves, that Men and Socie-
tics have no putlible human Security but certain
ancl exprefs Laws, fetting expre/s Bounds to the
Power of their Magifiratces, afcertaining the Mea-
fure of Powvr as well as Subje@tion, and reftrain.
ing alike thie Exabiances of both Prince and
People, Tt is cternally tree, that fuch as is the
Nature of the Gevernment, fuch will be the Na-
tae of the Pecple; «nd that as they are kappy cr
miferable, O they witl be good or bad, as their
Government and Governors are good or bad 5 and
that tlcir whole Integrity and Vustue, or all their

. Coirup-
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Corruption and Bafenefs, does arife from that fingle
Source,
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4¢ Piinces, d[zy: Machiavel, do, but with litide
Reafon and an ill Grace, complain of the
I'ranfgreflions and Faults of their Subjets
fince by the Negligence and debauched Example
of their Prince alone, the People are and muft be
debauched: And if the People of our Times are
infamous for ‘I'hefis, and Robberies, and Plun-
deringg, and preying upon one another, and the
like Enormities; it is all owing to the Exorbi-
tances and Rapacioufuefs of their Governors,
= Reminia was a Place full of all Difiolute.
nels and Iniquity, every Day ard every trivial
Qccafion producing notorious Murders and Ra-
pines: Which Evils were not derived fo much
from any Depravity in the Nature of the Peo-
ple (as fome would fally fuggeft) as from the
vile Corruptioh of their Princes: For being poor
tiemicives, and yet ambitious to Live in Splea-
dor, Luxury, and Magnifience, {the true Canfes
¢f their Paverty!) they were forced vpon exce
crable Courfes for Morey, and indeed refued
none that could fupply them,
“ Io pafs by their imany other funging Pro-
jefls; one of their deteftable Schemes was to
rake Laws againit fuch and fuch Things, and
after thefe Laws were publifhed, they them-
f:lves would be the firft to break thum, and to
encourage others to doa the fime: Nor was any
Man ever rebuked or punithed for his Unobfer-
vance, til they faw enough involved in the
fame Penalty and Pramunire ;5 and then for-
foothy the Laws were ) be execated vith all
Strictnels and Sevenityy not out of any Zoal for
o Jullice,



CATO's LETTERS. 47

¢ Juftice, but from a ravenous Appetite to be fin-
¢ periag the Fines,  From whence it Ollowed,
(13

that, by geievous Mul&ts and Eapilations, the
¢« People being impoverifhed, were conflrained to
¢ ufe the fame Violences upon thofe who were lefs
¢ potent than they themielves weére, By which

&\'lc.ms the Pecple wete not corredted [or doing
Evily but inflruéted how to do it,  And all thefe
¢« Mitchiels proceeded folely from the Bafenefs
¢ and Iniquity of their Princes, ’

Thus it is that fuch Courts, being continually
in a Confpiracy againft the Property dnd Felicity
of their People, and preying continvally upen
them by vile Means and Preiencesy teach their
People o contpite wpainft Honefty, and to prey
upon ene another; nay, by robbing them, they
ke it neceflary for them to rob,  Thus veadily,
veeddiuily, and naturally, is the Spitit of the Go-
vernots transfufed into the Governed, who arc
ovar taught Civil Correption by thedr Supericis,
Lefore they praQife it diamfedves,

Futher le Compte, giving an Account of the
Government of Gy, and thewing the vwife Pro-
vifion made by the Laws to chieck the great
Power ofthe Emperor, fays, — ¢ Noyis Tutereit
¢« alels Motive than Reputation to the Emnperer,
“ o be guided by the ancient Cuftoms, awnd ty
¢ adlizre to the Laws, which are framed 0 much
““ fur his Advantage, that hz cannot vivlate them
O without odvious Prejudice © his own Authoriy,
¢ or alter them without biinging his Kinglom
<into Coafulion; for fuch is the Tempar of the
O CNafsy that when the Emperor s governed
“ by Vislence and Pafiion, aad grows negiizent
voot Bis Aulairs, the funie peoveric Spinic poilt i

|
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¢ his Subjects: Every Mindirin thinks himfelf
¢ Sovereigu of his Province or City 2 ‘I'he Chief
¢¢ Minitters fell Otlices and Places to worthlefs
¢ Wretches: ‘I'he Fice- Roys become fo many lit-
¢ tle T'yrants: I'he Goveinors obferve no Rule
¢¢ of Jultice; and the People thus opprelled, are
¢ eafily ftirred up to Sedition : - Rogues multiply
¢¢ and commit Villainies in Companies, and court
¢¢ all Occafions to do Mifchief, and to break the
¢¢ Peace, Such Beginnings have occafioned fatal
¢ Confequences, and put Ckina under the Com-
¢¢ mand of new Mafters; fo that the Emnperor’s
¢ fureft Way to preferve his Crown, is to ob-
¢ ferve the Laws, and give an entire Obedjence
¢ to them, .

An abfolute Prince and his Deputy-Tyrants are
only the Inftruments of one another, By their
Hands be exccutes his Luft, Avarice, and Razc;
by his Authority they execute their own, He is
their Dupe j they are his Tools;: However they
may difier in particular Views, they are always
ftrongly united in Cruelty and Oppreflion,  And
thercfore, whencver there is any Contention
amongt them, it is only who fhall be the upper-
ot Tyrents; for T'yranny is the Aim, the Dar-
ling, and the Praice of All: And wlhen the fu-
peror and fubordinaie “Uyrants buicher one ano-
ther, as they often doj the People, though they
fee the Revenge, yet feel no Relicf,  Whaever
bears the Iron Rod, T'hey fecl ity Sharpacts and
its Weizht: For almoitevery ‘Tyrant grows worfe
and worles yet generaily Jeaves a Succeflor worfe
than himiclt,  What wieterable and encreafing
Woe mutt be the Lot of their poor Subjects under
continual Huriows of lron, male daily more

poignant
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poignant and heavy! Nor is the killing of a T'y-
rant any Cure, unlefs the T'yranny be kil'ed with
him. T"he Nature of his Power breathes nothing
but Deftruétion, private Ruin, and publick {Jefo-
lation ; the common Maxims of Juftice and Mer-
cy are not known to him, or known only for
High T'reafonj the very contrary are conftantly
practifed ; and his Minifters,. to be faithful Scr-
vants, muft be the worft of Men, and all of them
I'yrants like him/elf.

Thefe Kings (of the Egf) (ays Monfieur Bor-
nery fee no Men about them, but Men of no-
thing; Slaves, Ignorants, Brutes, and fuch Cour-
tiers as are raifed from the Duft to Dignities;
who, for want of ;iz,ood Education, do almoft al-
ways retain fomewhat of their Original, and «f
the Temper of Beggars enriched, 'l'hc?' are
proud, infufferable, cowardly, infenfible of Ho-
nour, pefidious, void of Atfcétion, and of all
Regard for their King and Country,

Fhefe Kings, fays he, muft ruin all, to find
Meaus to defray thofe prodigious Expences, which
they cannot avoid for the Support of their grest
Court, which has no other Suurce of Subfitfunce
but their Cutfers and T'reafures 3 and for mais-
taining conftantly the vaft Number of Foices ne-
ceffary to keep the People in Subje&ion, anl to
prevent their running away, and to force them to
work, in order to draw from them the Froits «f
their Work. For, the People, being kept conti-
neally under the dreadful Yoke of Oppre.tn,
and made to labour through Fear, for the Do fit
of their Governors only, are perfellly wild g
defperate, and ready tv do any A& of Defpair,
Captain Perry fays the fame of the Miiiris g

Vou. I, C s,
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that, made defperate by Oppreflion and Want,
they run eagerly into T'umults, Murders, and Re-
belliens: And Dr. Fletiker fays, that they are fo
cnraged with Hunger and Cufd, that they beg in
a wild and defperate Tone 3 Give mey and cut me ;
Llelp me, and Lill me, &,

I'would obferve kere, how much more eafy,
as well as glorious, it is to govern Frecmen than
Slaves, It is true, that Frecmen go fometimes
much fasther in their Oppofition to unjuft Power,
than Slaves go or can go; becaufe they have more
Spirit, Sente, Virtue, and Force: But that they
are with more Difliculty governed, is abfolutely
falfe, It is indeed difficult to opprefs them, and
their Rebellion is generally no more than their
Jdiftinguithing of Government from Oppreflion §
a Dittin¢tion which their Governors but too fels
dom make, and which Slaves, born to Oppreflion,
know not how to make, In T'ruth, Government
is a Thing not fo much as known in the greatet,
by far the greatelt Pare of the LFarth, Govern-
mient fuppoivs, on ore Side, a juft Execution of
rational ftending Laws, made by the Confent of
Soacity 5 oand on the other SiJe, a retional Sub-
jection o thofe Laws. Bat whet has arbitrary
Wall, wanton and cutragecus Luft, Cruclty and
Oppictlion, to do with Government, but to de-
ﬂ;'u)' it

But to fhew yet further the Anarchy of abfolute
Mowarchy, Thall infore bere what MonSGeur Ber-
i fays of the Fducation of fuch Sort of Princes,
T fay -, that one ot the principzl Sources of the
Miiery, of the Mifzovernment, of the Difpeo-
phog, arnd of the Doaay ot the Faflern Empires,
precenss trom benee, that the Childien of their

Kings
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Kings are brought up only by Women and Eu-
nuchs, who gencrally are no other than wictched
Slaves from Ruffus, Circaffia, Gugijlan, Mengrelia,
and Erhispiay  Creatures of miean and infolent,
fervile and ignorant Souls,

Thefe Princes become Kings, without Inftruce
tion worthy of Men, and without knowing what
itis to be a King., I'hey are amazed when they
come out of the Seraglio, as Petfons coming out
of another World, or out of fome fubterrancous
Cave, where they had fpent their whole Lives,
T'hey wonder at every Thing which they meet,
like fo many Ignorants, They either fear all and
believe ally like Children 5 or nothing at all, like
Idiots, T'hey are commonly high and proud, and
feemingly grave: But this theit Loftinefs and
Gravity is fo flat, fo diftafteful, and fo unbecom-
ing them, that it is vifibly nothing but Brutality
and Barbaroufnefs, and the Effeét of fome ill-flu-
died Documents,  Somctimes they run into fome
childith Civilities, flill more unfavoury ; or into
fuch Cruclties as are blind and brutal or into the
vile and . mean Vice of Dyunkennefs, or into a
grofs and cxceflive Luxury ; and cither ruin their
Bodies and Underftandings with their Concubines,
or abandon themfclves to the Pleafure of Hunting,
like fome carnivorous Animals, and prefer a Pack
of Dogs before fo many poor People, whom they
force to follow them in the Purfuit of their Game,
and fuller to perith with Hunger, Heat, Cold,
and Mifery,

In a Word, they always sun into one Extreme
or another, and are intircly irrational or extrava-
vant, according as they arc cantied away by their
Lemper, or by the firft Impredions made upon

C: them,
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them, And thus remaining, almoft all, in uttef
Ignorance of their Duty, and of the State of their
Country, and of all publick Concernments, they
abandon the Reins of the Government to fome
Vijier, (in Englifd, a Firft Minifter) who entertains
them in their Jgnorance, and encourages them in
their Paflions and Follies; and their Ignorance,
Pafi.ons, and Follies, are the ftrongeft Supports that
thefe Jifers can have to maintain their Igominion
over their Maflers,

Tlefe Kings are alfo frequently given up en-
tirely to thefe Slaves, to their Mothers, and to
their own Funuchs, who often know pothing but
to contrive Plots of Cruclty to ftrangle and banith
one another 3 fometimes they murder the King
himfelf : Nor s any one elfe fafe in Life or Pro-

rty,  Thus far Bernier,

Thus do thefe Princes live fhut up in Brothcls,
Strangers and Enemies to their People 5 and when
an Appetite for War is added to their Spirit of
Cruelty and Opprefion, all the Advantage from
it to their Subjeéts i<, that in the warlike Havock
a quicker End is put to their Miferics, by ending
their Laves with a2 Gun or a Scimitar, inftead of
Famine, :

As to the Redrefs of their Grievances, and the
doing Juliice upon the Authors of them, it is abe
flutcdy impracucable in any Country wkich las
o Stetes ard Feprefentatives 3 and cortain and ir-
retrievabie Mutery, as abf Jute as its Governmert,
is ctarled cpen i to all Gonerations, till theie be
an utter Evd cither ot the Government or of the
People. Fhe Governor of Sohivas pays for lis
Goverrmenty to the King of Pera, vatt Sums of
ready Moncyy with fine Horlfes,” and all the fine
Things
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"T'hings and Rarities to be found within bis Pro-
vince: Befides thefe exceflive Prcfents to the King,
he is obliged to make the like to all the great
Lords and Favourites at Court, who are never to
be gained but by continual Bribes; fo that to de-
fray this great and endlefs Expence, the wretched
People muft fuffer great and endlefs Burthens and
Exactions, and the Governor muit be a Tyrant
to preferve his Government, Nor can they have
any poflible Relicf, though they have fomctimes
attempted to find it: But when two or three Vil-
liges at a Tiine have come to complain to the
King, they have, after long waiting, been forced
away without any Redre(s, with empty Purfes and
hungry Bellies,  becaufe they who fhould have
ii\'cn them Admiilion, were bribed to debar them ;
o that they mult fupidly (ubmit to the barbarous
Extortions of a raveuous Fizier, 'This, fays Ber-
wicry is the Policy practifed by all the Governors
and Kass in the Perfian Dominions: And bz tells
us, that one D.y, when Sfa Sif was hunting, §a1
Prince whofe Jultice and Punithments were only
Ads of Cruelty) a poor Man, deputed by a neigh-
bouring Village to make fome Complaint to tle
King, appearcd behind a Rock with a Paper in
bis Hand : But while the poor Wretch was de-
claring his Errand, and praying for Juftice, his
moft gracious Majeity, without making any An-
fwer, drew his Bow, and fhooting two Arrows
§nto his Body, inftancly flew him, :
. Nor was this execrable Royal AQ of his any
more agreeable to the Genius of that Prince than
o the Genius of that fort of Government, which
is naturally barbarous and favage. An arbitrary
Prince is only the moft eralt‘cd and fuccefsful Beaf}
3 Y
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of Prey in his own Dominions, and all the many
Oflicers under him are but fo many fubordinate
Seafts of Prey, who hunt and rob and devour his
Peorle for him and themfclves; and he and his
Oft.cers do but conftitute a long Link of armed
Tyzers terrible to behold, who leap furioufly upon
every Man and every T'hing that tempts their Eye
or their Appetite,
*So that under a Tyrant, there is no End of
Tyzants: From him that fways the Scepter to
him that carries a Musket, all ‘are Tyrants, and
every one for himfelf as far as he dare,
lfY any Thing concerning thefe unintermitting
Pefls of human Race, could poffibly raife in a
human Soul any other Paffion but Grief and Hor-
vor, it would create Misth to hear Mention made,
as fometimes in Books of Hiftory and Travels
thers is Mention made, of a Tyrant’s fitting in
his Seat of Juftice, once in fo many Days, to
hear equally all Caufes and Perfons, W hat Mock-
ery | It is really a Farce, but a melancholy one,
to hear the Werd Juftice come out of the Mouth
of a Fyrant; who, by being fo, is 2 fettled Ene-
iy to the common Laws of Juftice and Mercy,
aad common Senfe, and to all that is good or
Javcly, or defirable amongft Men,  As well may
he fet apart one Day in fix to cure all the Difeafcs
of his Subjelts, or to make their Cloaths, an
cook their Victuals, if he leave them any to mak
and cook,  As every Subject in his Dominions i
opprefled, and he and his Inftruments are the Op-
pretlors, 1 know no Way upon Earth for him tg
do them any general Juftice, but to deftroy hims
If and all his Deputy T'yrants,
G Iam, &e,

SATURS
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SATURDAY, April 21, 1722, No, 73,

A Diplay of Tyranny, its defirustive Nature, and
Tendency ta difpecple the Earth,

S IR,

IINTEND to finith, in this Paper, what I
have fo Jargely handled in fo many others, the
'Subject of Libeity and Tyranny 5 a noble Sub-
je&, fuperior to all others, and to the greateft
Genius, but fit for the Confideration of every
Genius, and of every Rank of Men. It concerns
the whole Earth, and Children ought to be in-
firufled in it as foon as they are capable of In-
ftru@ion, Why fhould not the Knowledge and
J.ove of God be joined to the Knowledge and
Love of Liberty, his beft Gift, which is the cer-
tain Source of all the civil Bleflings of this Lifc s
and | have fhewn that Religion cannot fubfist
without it? And why fhould not the Dread and
Hatred of Satan be accompanied with the Dread
and Hatred of Tyrants, v Lo are his Inflruments,
and the Inftruments of all the civil Miferies in
this Life? I have often thought that the Barla-
yians, who worfhip the Devil, muft have boirow-
ed their Idea of him from the Charaéter and Be-
havicur of their own Princes,  One might indeed
defy any Thing out of Hell, oreveninit, and
all ‘that arc in it, to do half the Mifchief vpen
this Earth that Tyrants do,

Cs They
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They reduce Mankird to the Conditicn of
B:utes, and make that Rexfcn, which God gave
them, ufelefs to them: They deprive them even
of the Blelirgs of Nature, ftarve them in the
midft of Plerty, and frufirate the natural Bounty
of the Earth ‘to Men; fo that Nature fmiles in
vain where T'yranny frowns: The very Hands
of Men, given them by Nature for their Support,
are turned gby Tyrants ito the Inflrument: ot theig
Mifry, by being employed in vile Drudgeries or
deftr.&ive War,, to gratify the Luft and Vanity
of their execrable Lords, who fufler neither Rehie
gion, nor Virtue, nor Knowledge, nor Plenty,
por any kind of Happinefs, to dwell within the
Extent of their Power,

Nothing that is good or defirable can fubfift
under T'yrants, nor within their Reach; and
they themfelves fLbfift upon” nothing but what is
diteftable and wicked, They are fupported by
iflneml Ruin ; they live by the Deftri&ion of

ankind: And as {’raud and Villainy, and every
Species of Viclence and Cruelty, are the mes of
their Throne fo they mcafure their own Hap-
pirefs, and Sccurity, ard Strength, by the Mifery
ard Weaknefs of their People ; and continud
OpprefTon and Rapine are their fludicd and ne-
cetlary Arts of Reigning, as is every Art by
which they can render thelr People poor, abject,
* and wretched ; though by fuch Metheds they do
in «fl&t render themfelves fo, and confequently
become eafy Preys to the next Invader, ‘That
Wealth, which, difperfed amongft their Subje(ls,
and circulated in Trade and Commerce, would
employ, encreafe, and cnrich them, and return
often again with Intereft into their Cefiers, is bar-

baroufly
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baroufly robbed from the People, and engroffed by
thefe their Oppreflors, and generally laid out by
them to adorn their Palaces, to cover their Horfes -
or Elephants, or to embellith their own Perfons,
and thofe of their Concubines and Attendants, or
elfe Jocked up in dark Caverns far from human
Sight and Ufe,

Whilft it is yet in the Mine, it is within the
Reach of Pickaxes and Shovels; and by the La-
bour and Induftry of Men, may be made ufeful
and beneficial to Men: But in the Den of a Ty-
rant, it is more fecurely, more irretrievably bu-
ried and guarled from the Ufe of Men. Here are
literally Pluts’s Brafs Walls and Adamantine
Gates; here are Thoufands of real Cerberus’s,
who never fleep 3 all to encompafs and fecure this
dead Treafure, and to reftrain a general Gift of
God from the Ufe of his Creatures: From thence
it is rarely fetched, even upon the greateft Emer-
gencics, or for any Purpofes but ill ones, till at laft
it becomes the Prize and Booty of a conquering
Enemy, Alexander found more Riches in the
Perfian Treafures, than in the Hands of Freemen
would have conquered the World j and ‘tis thought
that there are mwore at this Day in that of the
Great Mogul, than would purchafc the greateft
and wealthieft Kingdom in Lwgpe; and it hag
been computed that there are Thirty Millions of
Wealth buried in the fecret Vaults of the Turkifs
Seraglio, the Plunder.of the People, or of thofe
who plundered themy yet they are (hll plundered
and miferably opprefied, to increafe this dead, ufe~
lefs, and pernicious Store,

By thefe and the like inhuman Means, the.
Countries of I'yrants are come to be in the Con-

Cs ditiops
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dition which I have elfewhere defcribed, defolaté
and uncultivated, and proper Receptacles for fucly
fivage Monfters and ravening Beafts of Prey, who
rather choofe to live in barren Ficlds, unhofpitable
Defarts, and in difpeopled and empty Towns,
than amongft Freemen in happy Climates, filled
with rich and numerous Cities, abounding in In-
habitants, who are poflefled of Liberty, and will
be bold to defend it,

Now where ¢an all this difmal Ruin, this grow
ing Depopulation end ? If a continued Decay in
the natural Body certainly ends in the Extiné{ion
of Life; in what can a continued and hafty De-
cay of Mankind end, but in the Extin&ion of
Men? So that if the World lafts many Centuries
moare in its prefent wafting and mournful Situation,
theie mult be a Diflolution of human Race, before
the World is diflolved,

Several new Tyrannics have fprung up, like fo
many new Plagues, within the Memory of Man,
and like them have laid wafte, but with a more
regular and continued Ruin, Countries once ftrong
in Liberty and People:  And as Tyranny, like
every other full-grown Mifchief, becomes more
ard more infupportable every Day, the Condition
of Mankind under it muft neceflurily, and docs
altually, grow every Day worfe and worfe, and
they themfelves fewer,  And cven when their
Numbers and their Subftarce are leflened, or ra-
ther exhaufled, the Demands of the T'yrant upon
them are not leflened, ror Lis Rapine abated, nor
Lis Eapences and Exaétions reftrained,

VWhen a Tyrant Las reduced a Million of Peo-
ple to half that Number by his-Cruelty and Ix-
tortions, he madly expects from che rcmaix;ilng

«ff




CATO's LETTERS, 59

Half the fame Revenue and Afliftance of Men,
which he had from the Whole ; and like the reft,
they muft perith to make good his ExpeQations
and he often encreafes his Troops as faft as his
People decreafes. So that his Expence is enlarged
as there becomes lefs to fupport it 3 but he wiil be
fupported, and his poor perithing People muft do
ity though they deftroy themfelves,

~ Such is the peftilent, favage, and unfatiable Na-
ture of this fort of Monfter, whofe Figure, T hrone
and Authority is eftablithed upon the Ruins of
Reafon, Humanity, and Nature: He takes all
that his Subje@s have, and deftroys them to get
more,

A late great Prince, when he had loft and de-
ftroyed T'wo Millions of his People out of T'welve,
and reduced the Whole to a Degree of Poverty
and Servitude fearce to be exprefled, what Impo-
fitions did he recal, what Taxes abolith, what
"T'roops dizband, for their Relief? Not one, On
the contrary, the Swellings of his infolent Heart
continued, as did his mercilefs Extortions upon his
People, and his perfidious Defigns and Encroach-
ments tpon his Neighbours; and he lived and
died the Plague and Curfe of Chrifendems, Not
can it be fhewn, that other Princes who govern
by the fame Authority, that is, according to their
own Whims and Caprice, leave their Subjects
more Plenty or Happinefs, or cheat or harrafs
their Neighbours lefs, according to the Meafure
of their Power,  In Truth, the whole Tribe are
perpetually taking Advantages, and ufurping upon
one anothery and are conflant Goads and "[horns
in one another’s Sides, and in the Sides of their
People s Nor can the Subjelts of a Prince of éhi:

ERt
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Cafl have one tolerable Reafon under the Sun to
defend him againft another, but that he lives
amangft them, and fpends with them Part of their
own Plunder, and probably the other would not :
As his whele Relfance mu({be upon his Soldiers,
he muft encrea’e them in Proportion to his Diftruft
ot his Perple; which is a Contfeffion of mutual En-
mity : Ncither is it enough that his Soldiers op-
prets and famifh his People, for his Sake and their
owr, (ior both he and they are fupported by the
Spoils of the People) but he muft keep them as
conftantly employed as he can ; bccauig, if they
b: not employed in plundering, invading, and
thedding of Blood, they will grow unfit for fuch
tenchicent and neceffary Work, and may proba-
Lly degererate into Hemanity and Mercy ; than
which a more terrible Change could not befal their
Royal Mafter 5 fo that in mere Duty they muft
b2 conftantly pra&ifing Mifchief and Rapine at

H :me or Abroad.
t'hes do thefe gereral Deftroyers proceed to
Liy wal'c the World : T'he beft and moft Coun-
tries in it zre alieady, many of them, almoft
dolate, and fume of them altogether, as I have
fhewn in many luftances ; and the Defolation
gans Grennd daily : Nor, when fome Countrics
aie difpecpled, are there fufficient Recruits, or
itdeed any, to ke had from others as formerly,
‘§ e Norh, f(tmcnl?' tle Hive of Nations, is
new as mach difpecpled 2s any of the Southern
Covntiies, whichy fome Centuties ago, wese peo-
plod ficm it and both North and South have
tean difpeopled by ‘Tyranay,  Aralia, which ence
wer-ren the World with Muliitudes, is now s
delolate as the reit of the World which they over-
. §un,
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run, The Country of the Chozari, which was a
vaft Empire, within thefe Four Hundred Years,
is now quite uninhabited, though great Part of it
is a fertile and beautiful Country ; and in its laft
Struggle with Tamerlane, brought Five Hundred
‘Thoufand Men into the Field: Such a Force of
People were there fo lately in a Country where
now there are none!  Ithink Rubriguis fays, that
he travelled Two Months through it, and in all
the Time faw neither Man nor Beaft, but many
great yuinous Towns and Citics, particularly one
which had Eight Hundred Churches in it lefs than
Four Hundred Years ago, but now has nct one
Inhabitant,

What can be more affeing than this Inflance |
Not a fingle Soul to be met with in a vaft and
noble Country, which a few Centuries ago was a
potent Empire, and contaired Millions 1 In all
Probability, Countries and Empires, which now
make a great Noife and Buftle in the W.uld, will
be lying, two or three Centurics hence. in the
fame woful and filent Solitude, if they laft fo
long 5 for Depopulation makes every where, ex-
cept in a few remaining free States, a prodigious
and flying Progrefs ; cven in Ewrgpe, as 1 have
before proved in many Inftances,  And in fome
of thafe free States, the Sceds of Servitude, the
true Caufe of Depopulation, and of every Mi-
feryy feem to be fown deep.  Alas! Power en-
-crouches daily upon Liberty, with a Succes-too
evident 3 and the Bulunce between them is almoit
loft,  “Tyranny has engroffed alimoft the whole
Larth, and firiking at Mankind Root and Branch,
makes the World a Slaushier-houfe 5 and will
certaiply go on to deftroy, ullit is cither deftroyed

itfelfy



62 CATO’s LET TERS,

itfel’, or, which is moft likely, has left nothing
¢lfe to deftroy.

The Bulk of the Earth being evidently al-
moft a Defart alrcady, made fo by Tyrants; it
is Demonftration that the Whole muft Lc fo, and
muft foon be entirely fo, if the Growth of Ty-
ranny be not reftrained ; elfe if the general and
wide Wafte goes on, Men will become too few
for the Management of Societies, and for Culti-
vation and Commerce ; all which are fupported
by Numbers ; and then degenerating into abfo-
lute Savages, they will live ftragling and naked in
the Woods and ‘Wilderneffes, like wild Beafts,
and be devoured by them; or, like them, devour
one another, or perifh with Hunger, And thus
there will be an End of Men ; unlefs thofe States
that are yet free, preferve, in the midft of this ge-
nerz] Wafle, their own Liberties and People, and, .
bke the ancient Fgyptians and Greeks, fill the
Werld again, in Procefs of ‘Vime, with Colonies
of Freemen,

T'hat there s fuch a terrible Wafte of People
in the Woild, cannot be denied § ard it is as evi-
dens, that ‘I'yrants are the conftant, regular, and
necellary Caufe of it,  They are indeed fo ma-
nifelily “the Authors of all that is ruincus and
wicked, that if God Almighty had left it to Su-
tan to invent an Engine for the deftroying of the
Werldy and for defucing every Thing beautiful,
gogly or defiralle in jt, that Minifler of Ven-
geance, and Eneny to God and Man, would
doulnlefs have invented Tyrants, who by their
wondetful Succefs in fuch Miniftration, have ever
ficwn, and do il fthew, their eminent Fitnefs
for it,  Tley fhew every wheie fuch a conﬁ.mj

an
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and flrong Antipathy to the Happinefs of Man.
kind, that if tl,:crc be but one free City within
their Ken, they are reftlefs in their Defigns. and
Snares againft it, and never defend it but againft
one another, and pradlife the vileft and the mean.
cft Rogueries to become Maflers of it, There are
Inftances in this Age of free Cities falling into
the Claws of Tyrants, and of the miferable Dif-
ference between their former Opulency, and their
prefent Poornefs:  ‘They have never fince put off’
their Mourning, which grows daily more black
and difmal,

T'he Breath of a Tyrant blafts and poifons
every Thing, changes Bleflings and Plenty into
Curfes and Mifery, great Cities into gloomy So-
litudes, and their rich Citizens into Beggars and
Vagabonds: I could name Citics, which, while
they governed themfelves, could maintain Armies,
and now enflaved, can fcarce maintain the poor
proud Rogues who govern them, It is certain,
that whatever Country or Place is fubdued by a
Prince who governs by his Willy is suined by his
Government.

It is confefled, that the arbitrary Princes in
Eurcpe have not yet, like thofe in e, declared
themfelves Mafters of the Soily and their People
have a fort of Property, How long this will con-
tinue, I know not precifcly, This is certain, that
the Condition of their Subjeéts, which was always
bad, grows hourly worfe; and their Nobility,
which were once rich and powerfuly are now r¢-
duced very low, and gready impoverifhed, Thefey
who were the Supports of Royaley, having cres
ated Jealoufy as if they had eclipfed ity have fele
the torrible EHCs of abitrary Power as well as

others,
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others, though not {0 much, Befides, when the
common Pcople, already wholly exhaufted, dnd
ftarving under Oppreflion, can fupply the exorbi-
tant Demands of their Prince no longer, the
Eftates of the Nobility will be the next Refource
and, like the Maftift Dog at the Bec-hive, when
he has fucked up all the Honey, he will fwallow
the Comb: And then moft of Eurgpe will be in
the Condition of Turky, as many Parts-of it are
at prefent not much better ; and, like the Great
Turty, moft of its Princes will be fole Proprictors
of the Land, as they now make themfelves of its
Produét, which very near anfwers the fame End,
When Tenants, exhaufted by Taxes, are unable
to pay Rent, the Land yielding no Profit, is as
bad as none; and in fome Inftances worfe than
nore, as we are particularly told by the noble
Acthor of the fusunt of Denmark, ‘where fome
Lanilords have begged the King upon their Knces
to cale them of their Land, by taking it from
them for good and all ; for that it was taxed more
than it was worth,

Moft of the Princes of Eurspe have been long
intreducing the Turljh Government into Eurcpe
and have fucceeded fo well, that I would rather
live under the Turd than under many of them,
They pradlife the Cruelties and Oppreflions of the
Tuiksy and want the tolerating Spirit of the Tw £}
and .t fume unforefeen Check be not thrown in
their Way, the whole Polity of favage Turdy will
be cltablifled by them in ail its Parts and Harba-
rity 3 as if the Depopulation which s already fo
quick, and taking fuch dreadful Stiides, were thill
too Low, It is not cnough for Tyrants to have
coufumed Mankind fo faft, that out of T'wenty

l’uﬂs,
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Parts, they have within thefe Two Thoufund
Years deftroyed perhaps Nincteen, (for fo much,
at leaft I take to be the Difproportion) but frefh
Machines of Cruelty arc ftill fought after, befidcs
never laying afide any of the Old, till the De-
ftru@ion be fully completed,  They feem to think,
that they fhall {;a«c Enemies as long as any Men
remainj; which indced is a reafonable Apprehen-
fion: But it is aftonifLing at firlt View, that
Mankind fhould have fo long borne thefe unrelent-
ing Slaughterers of Mankind.——But, alas ! who
knows not the Force of Corrupticn, Delufion,
and ftarnding Armies |

Oh Literty | Oh Servitude! how amiable, how
deteftuble, are the different Sounds| Literty is
Salvation in Politicks, as Slavery is Reprobation ;
neither is there any other Diftinétion but that of
Saint and Devil, between the Champions of the
one and of the other.

- And here I conclude this ncble Subjeét of Li-
berty 3 having made fome weak Attemipts to fhiew
its glorious Advantages, and to fct off the oppcfite
MifChiefs of raging, rclentlefs, and Con()ulning
Tyrapny: —— A Task to which no human
Mind is'equal,  For neither the fublimeft Wits of
Antiquity, nor the brighteft Genius's of late or
modera Time, affifted with all the Powers of
Rhetorick, and all the Stimulatiois of poctick
Fire, with the warmeft and boldeft Figures in
Language, ever did, or ever could, or ever can,
deferibe and heighten fufficiently the Beauty of the
oné, or the Deformity of the other: Language
fails in it, and Words are too weak,

Thofe who do not groan under the Yoke of
heavy and pointed Vaffalage, cannot poflibly have
) mages
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Images equal to a Calamity which they do not
fecl: And thofe who feel it are ftupified by it, and
their Minds deprefled ; nor can they have Con-
ceptions large, bright, and comprehenfive cnough,
to be fully fenfible of their own wretched Condi-
ticny and much lefs can they paint it in proper
Colours to others, We, who enjoy the precious,
lovely, and invaluable Blefling of Liberty, know
that nothing can be paid too dear to purchaf and
preferve it. Without it the World is a Wilders
ne’s, and Life precarious and a Burthen: Death
is a Tribute which we all owe to Nature, and
nudt pay 5 and it is inhnitely preferable, in auy
Shape, to an ignominious Lite . Nor can we re-
ftore cur Beings back again into the Hands of our

reat Creator, with more Glory to him, more

cnour to ourfelves, or more Advantage to Man-
kind, than in Defence of all that is valuable, reli-
gious, and praife-woithy upon Earth, or includes
whatever is {o, '

How execrable then and infamous are the
Wretches, who, for a few precarious, ' momen-
tary, and perbaps imaginary Advantages, would
rob their Country, their happy Country, for cver,
of every Thing that can render human Life defi-
rable ; and for a little ‘Tinfel Pageantry, and falfe
and fervile Homage, unworthy of honeft Men,
and hated by wife Men, would involve Millions
of their Fellow- Creatures in lafting Mifery, Bond-
aze, and Woe, and charge themfclves with their
juft Hatred and bitter Curfes! Such unnatural
Parricides, unworthy of the human Shape and
Name, would fill up the Meafure of their Barba-
rity, by entailing Poverty, Chains, and Sorrow,
upon their own Pofterity,  And often it has hap.

pened,
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fened, that fuch Men have, unpiticd, fuffered in
their own Perfons, the fad Effeés of thofe crucl
Counfels and Schemes, which they intended for
the Ruin of all but themfelves; and have 'juftly
fallen into that Pit, which they had traiteroully
digzed for others,

e N lext eft juflisr ulla,
. " axee 8T8 ST
Buam recis artifices arte perive fua,

Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, April 28, 1722, No, 74

e Vanity of Conquerors, and the Calamities attending
Conguefls.

S IR,
HE Condition of an abfolute Prince is thought
the higheft Lot of human Lifc, in Point of
Splendor, ?’lcnty, and Power ; and is perhaps the
loweft in Point of Happinefs, The greateft Ap-
arances of Pleafure are no certain Proofs of
Y’elcafurc; and he who can enjoy all T'hings, has
often the leaflt Enjoyment : Having little or no-
thing to expect, he is at a Stand in Life; than
which there cannot be a greater Unhappinefs, It
is an agreeable Fallacy which Men Ecep them-
felves under, that while they find themfelves daily
difappointed in_the Enjoyments from which they
expeéted moft Pleafure, they ftill prefs forward to
more Enjoyments, without expecting to be difap-
pointed in thefe, though they certainly will. Their
Happinefs
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Huppinefs confifls in being deceived without knowe
ing it; and when they find that they are, they
d» not grow wifer, but goon to promife them-
fclves Satisfaction from "Uhings, which, upon a
Thoufand Trials, they have found gave them
none, _

Our only lafting Pleafure therefore is ExpeQa-
tion,  And what have ablolute Princes to expects
they who are in Pofleflion of all Things?  Yet
they cannot live without Expeltation: Fhey grow
weary of Plaafures within theie Pywer, and aie
therelore fur tretching their Power to procure
moe, or better; which yet it will not procure,
But thus their Hopes beguile them,

Hence great and famous Conguerors, never
conterit with their prefent Condition, come to be
the inceflint Troublers of the World: And they
who fhould Lave protected it, and preferved its
Peace, have often fought their Pleafures in the
‘Tears, Mifery, and Scrrows of Millicns; nay,
often found their own Griefy Ruin, and ill Fate
in doing fo, That this has been their Chara&er,
is too univerfally truey and I belicve it will be
haxd to fhew one fuch Prince in an hundred, who
never laid Snares either azainft his own Peple, or
his Neighbours ; and though he never did, yet it
was their Duty and near Concern to be upon their
Guard againit him.  They might have depended
upon it, as a Propofition’ that had infinite Odds
on its Side, that he was not fatisfied with its pre=
fert Condition, and chat he would alter it, if he
could, at their Expence,  Either his Power was
nut abfolute endsugh, or his Dominions not wide
enough 3 nor would they ever have been, what«
ever Acceflions of both accrued to him, There

was
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was ftill fome darling Point to gain, dearer than
any before gained, though they were all fo before
they were gained,

t is the hard Fate of Conquerors, that their
only, or chiefeft remaining Pleafure, is that of
doing Mifchicf : but the Fate of their Subji@s
and Neighbours is harder, “They are often un-
done to furnith out Employment for their Go-
vernors, who find their Pleafure in deftroying
their People, or in doing that which deftroys
them. T'o increafe Power is, no doubt, tfxe
Maxim of thefe Princes; but their Pratice gene-
rally contradi€ts it, while they leflen their People
anJ their Wealth to enlarge their Territory §
every Addition of this kind being an Addition to
their Weaknefs: Aund therefore great Empires,
from the Moment they are at their Heighth, are
in a continual Decay 5 the Decay and Difcourage-
ment of the People being the unnatural Means of
their firft Groweh 3 and indeed their Increafe con-
tamed in it, and carried along with it, certain
Sceds of Decreafe and Defolation,

It may feem a Contradiction, to fiy, T hat the
Wihole can be buiit upon the Deflruétion of the
Parts: Yet itis true of ablolute Monarchy, which
does ever fublift by ruining and deftroying thofe
by whom it fubfifts ; and the People, without
whom it is nuthing, muft be undone to make it
what it is, It is a Power erected upon the Ruin
of its own Strength, which is the People; and
when they ate gone,“the Power muft go, grow-
iug firtl impotent in Proportion o thar Mafery
and T'hinnefs: And that it does make them mife--
rable and thin, and muft at laft extinguifh them,
I have at large thewa in former Letters ; | think,

demone
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demonftrated. It may bounce and terrify for a
while, and extend its Bounds ; but even at the
Time when it looks biggeft and ftrongeft, it is
wearing out, and by its Conqueft does but dig _its
own Grave the deeper, by confuming its old
People to acquire new, whom it alfo confumes,
and with whom it muft alfo confume ; like a De-
bauchee in private Life, the fafter he lives, the lefs
‘fime he has to live,

T'he Conctxeﬂs of the Spaniards made a great
Noife in the World, and them very terrible for 3
Time. But their Gold and Silver Mountains of
Alerics and Peray though they be fuch glorious
Prizes as never before fell to the Lot of any Con-
queror, have not made that Nation Amends for
the Lofs and Fewnefs of their People at Home,
T'hofe that remain there cannot be faid to be en-
riched by thefe vaft Acquifitions, whatever fome
Pacticulars may be, who by their Inequality and
Infolence opprels the Whole, * And for the Turki/h
Empire, which frightened Eurgpe and the World,
and fubdued great Part of it, it is fo wretchedly
fuck in its Difcipline and Forces, and its Provin-
ces are fo defolate and poor, that, in all human
Probability, this Generation will fec it broken into
an Hundred Picces, It has fpun itfelf out, as the
Suracen Empire did before ity into a Thread too
loriz and two fmall to bear its own great Burthen
viithout breaking.

Peuple are like Wire: The more they are ex-
tended, the weaker they become 5 and the clofer
they are together, the richer they grow, and morg
potent. Fhis is the Language of common Senfe
and Experience : But Ambition fpeaks another
and a dilferent Language, for extenfive Empire

and
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and uncontrouled Dominion ; and being too well
heard, puts Men upon facrificing their real Strength
to that which is only imaginary, Hence they %e—
come really impotent in quett of falfe Power, and
deftroy Men in grofs for the venal Breath of a
few Flatterers, which they call Glory. But hor-
rid and deteflable are the Ways to fuch Glory,
which incites them to ravage and plague, to fet-
ter and kill human Race, for the Sake of a plea
fant Dreamj to which too they ficrifice all theiv
waking Quiet, and make thcmfclves and all others
miferable for this delufive Vifion of their own fe«
parate Happinefs, which, likc a Phantom, mocks
their Sight, and flies from them the more they -
urfue it,

Befides, whofoever confiders the many Diffi-
cultics and Dangers, the endlefs Uncertaintics ahd
Anxictizs, and the general Horror and Hatred,
infeparable from fuch Purfuits, will fee how poorly
they reward him who makes them; having long
ftretched out his Arins to embrace Happinefs, he
is at laft forced to draw them back empty, or full
of Sorrows, lle who fecks Felicity this Way,
hunts a Shadow, which he will never overtake:
And, in Truth, what can fuch a Troubler of the
Earth expedt, but the bitter Averfion of his own
People, whom he opprefics and exhaufls ; and the
Curfes of Mankind, whom he perfecutes and lays
wafte ? Conqueft gives him no new Security ;
but, far from it, multiplics thofe who have a mind
to deftioy him, and arms more Hands againft
Eim, They who poflefs moft, have more to
fear 3 efpecially when coming to their Pofluflions
by Injuttice, they muft maintain them by Vio-
leuce,  Hence the endlefs Fears and Infecurity of

Copjuerors
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Congquerors and Oppreflors, and the many Cone
fpiracies againft them;

Sivie cede &2 fanguine pauci —mom

Such therefore is the bitter Fruit, and fuch often
is the terrible and bloody End, of fuch wild and
pernicious Purfuits, No wife Marr would, for
the Empire of the Earth, live in perpetual or
ftrong Apprehenfions of any kind ; much lefs un-
der a tormenting Opinion, that whole Nations
detefted him, and fought his Life for making them
miferable, as Conquerors always do, and muft
confequently be confidered by them as their worft
Enemies. .

But the ftrange Madnefs of Conqueft appears
from another Confideration, namely, that there is
not a Prince in the World, let his Territory be
ever fv finall, but muft find full Employment to
govern it, if he govern'it as he fhould doy and
therefore there never was a great Empire fo well
governed as private Cities; and no City fo well as
private Fam:lies. Where the Governed are but
few, or live in little Compafs, the Eye of the
Magitrate is over them, and the Eye of the Law
over him, where he is not above it: Complaints
<an be eafily examined, and Violence and Injuftice
be quickly overtaken, or readily prevented, But
in wide and over-grown Empires, cfpecially where
All depends vpon the Will and Care of One, It
I's Heart be ever fo upright, a Thoufand Evils
and Injurics will be donc, which he can never
hear of, nor they who fuffer them have the Means
of reprefenting to him j and which probably are
done or connived at by his own Deputies, whom
he employs to prevent or punith them, Al

I
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All Princes have indeed more Bufinefs than they
can well do; and when they look out for new
Bufines, they muft neglect the old, and throw oft’
neceflary Cares, to aflume wanton ones, inconfi-
ftent with the other, Harmlefs Amufements they
- ought to have; and whatever Amafements thofc
are, is all one to their People, provided the gene-
ral Sccurity be confulted, and Property and Peace
be preferved : But to embark in Wars, and make
Conquefls at the Expence of the People, and not
for the People, is a prepofierous Way of proteét-
ing them, and of fulfilling the Dutics of Reigning,
Such a War was that of Trey 3 where all the Prin-
ces of Greeee, leaving their feveral Countrics in a
State of Anarchy, and drained of their bravelt
Men, beat their Heads againft Stone Walls for
‘I'en Years together, becaufe thefe Walls contain-
ed, 2s they were told, a Greed Beauty who way a
great Strampet,  And having fucrificed their Time,
their Navy, and the Forces of their Country, to
this wile Refentment, at laft, by a Stratagem,
ticy got their chafte and importint Prize (*), and,
for” Juy and Anger, burnt the City, putting the
King and all the Inhabitants, who had done theny
no Wrong, to the Sword,

Moft of the Wars in the Worll have been
Tisiaa Wars 3 but moft paticelarly thofe in the
Ity Land, whitles moft of the Prnces in Chri-
flondom made Junatick and tuinous Expeditions,
to recue from the Saraiens 3 Grave which could
rot bz known from other Graves.  Great Prepa-
satiors were latddy male for a 7rgin War at

(*) Hevodotus fays, thar Jliena, duriog all that long
War purporcly made for Ler Rusovery, was uot in Troy,
Lot i Fyrge .

Vor I, D Alracan
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Alacriay and in Iay a Trofin War is apprchend-
ed,  We too, fince the Reigns of the Plontagensis,
bave had our Treen Wars; and our Englih Aiiaes
and A:4:%5% have fought many blocdy Battles, in
which Erglaid had no other Interett, but the in-
ward Sutistaction and Glory of Jofing its Men and
Motey, o

‘Conqueft, or fizhting for Territory, is, for the
moft part, the moft thamelefs Thing in the Woild,
Jocvernment is cither defigned for the People’s
Geod, or ele T know not what Bufinefs it has in
the Waorld: And thecfore in all Contefls among
Conquerors about ‘Taritory, if natural Juftice and
commgn Senfe were to decide it, that Prince ought
) carry ity who can fatisfy the People that he will
vfe them beft,  And fometinies they all vouchfafe
to promife this, though very few of them perform
i, But this Confiderationy, which ouvglt to Le
the only ane, and is perhaps uftd by them in their
Manitticesy has not the Jeaft Wdight with nioft
of them, Qi the comr.u'?', their chief Argument
> nve Pecple is ofien the moft ridiculous, flu-
3, wnd ablad of all ctiwers, and seudly concerns
the People the Jeafl of any other,  As to the great
Point of vfing the Peeple wal, and promoting
their Prefyaity, thadt wre Corfiderations (o micch
bebowr the Thevehis of your Congueress, and fo
crpolie to thar Pradiicey that if die Pegple wae
to thesw Die for cie of than, they would do as
woely as i ey choty bim by deliborate Voiees,
if they vours ot Liberty to locie Lim, fince thce
i rarely a boatar o a warle amengit them, And
tharcione the Peifien Nolies Cdonot amifs, wion
they delegated e Creleeof £ch a Sovacizn o
tha Dlurfes which thoy rodes T laip 1 of S

. bk
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had in the leaft aimed at governing the Scven
Provinces tor their Good, he would nevér have
difturbed their Revolt § finde he might fee that
they profpered a thoufand times fafler without himi
than ever they could with him. But as this rea-
fonatle and beneficent “Fhought had no Authority
with him, he exhaufled in vain the Forces of that
great Monarchy, to reduce thofe new States under
his "I'yranny, and to make them as wretched and
defolite as he made his other Dominions,

G
Iam, &c,

Saturpay, Mys, 1722, No. 75.

OFf the Relraints which anght to be loid upen pudlick
Ritlers, :

SI1R, ’
FTER all that has been faid of arbitrary
Power, and of its hideous Nature and FiliQs,
it will fall properly in, to fay fomething here of
the Reilraints which all wife and forcamate Nae
tions oapht to pury and lave ever pat, upon their
Magiftrates, 'Vhisis what Ipromifed pie Meonths
200 t0 do 3 and thisis what I propafe to do in this
Lctier and the following,”

Nu wite Nation in the World ever trufled to
the file Menagementy mezre Merey, and wlfolrte
Dderction of its own Magiltrates, when it could
Pelp doing it and no Series of Magiftrates cver
Lid Mobrre Powerr over any Nation, Lut they
wned e fume to its Ruiny and their own wild

D 2 Gratili-
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Gratifications and ill-judged Profit, As longz a4
the Paflions of Men govern them, they wil al-
ways govern by their Paflions, and their Paffions
will always increafc with.their Power, . And
therefore, whenever a whole People, or ary Pare
of them, crofs the Pafiions of any Man that go-
verns them, he will turn his Paflions againit a
wlicle People, or any Number of them that of-
ferd him, and will deftroy a whole People, rather
than ftific his Paffions, “This is evident in Tcen
‘I'boufand Inftancesy and the Publick wiil ever,
ard certainly, be facrificed to private Luft, when
private Luft goverrs the Publick.  Nothing but
Fear and felfith Confiderations can keep Men
within any reafonable Bounds ; and nothing but
the Abfence of Fear can fet Men at Defiance
with Socicty, and prompt them to opprels it, It
was therefore well judzed of the Sparten Lplord,
when they ereed an Alar to frary a3 the moft
pieser Divivity to rflrsin the will Ambition of
Meny and to heep their Kings within the Con-
fines of their Duty, :

A Naion has but two Sorts of Ufurpation to
fear; <ne from their Neighbeurs, and snotl ér
from ther own Magifleatest Ner ds a forcign
Uiarpation mote fortaidable than a domeflick,
wlechis the matt dargerons of the "I'wo, by be-
ing Lardelt oy ramove s and gererally flealing vpen
the Pespie by Pegrees, i, fised before it is fearce
teit or apprelendeo: Like wild Beafls in a Wood,
befee with Poils as yet unfeen by them, they think
thenfehies fieey bet fhiving o cfeape, find thome-
folves cavalt in the Chains, which had long becn
prepating tor theiny and fiealng upon than,  Be-
fides, for One Pecple vndone by tucign luvadeis,

} i
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"T'en have been undone by their own native Rogues,
who were intrufted o defend them; but inftead
of it, either betrayed them to thefe Invaders, or
feized traiteroully for themfelves thofe Rights
which they were fworn to preferve for others;
angd then, by Oppreflion and Cruelty, and the
other Confequences of their Treachery, reduced
them to an utter Difability of defending themfelves
againft any Invafion whatfoever. ‘
- What has made Jtaly and Ajia Defarts, and their
remaining Inhabitants ftarving and contemptible
Cowards? Not the Inundation of barbarous Na-
tions ; though that Inindation was owing to the
Wheaxnefs of the Inhabitants, weakened and un-
done by their bafe and tyrannical Governors: But
they have been made Delarts by the continued De-
predations of their execrable Princes, who have
alted as if they had been Scythes in the Hand of
Satass to mow down the Race of Men, “Fhere is
a certain old Jralian Tyrant, now living, wlo,
though he has by ftudied Rapine converted into 3
Wildernefs a Country which Nature has made a
Paradife, yet is not weary nor afaned of his Ra-
ine, but gocs on to fuck and fguceze the remain-
ing Elood of his ghoftly Subjefts 3 and next to his
viliting Seven Altars a-1ay, (a Way which le
has of compounding with God for being a pefti-
Jent T'yrant to his Creaturcs) I fay, his only Em-
ployment, befides this his devout and - impudent
Mockery of God, is to fit contriving with his
faithful Miniftry, which of his Subje&s may pro-
bably be worth a Hundred Pounds, and how to
cheat him or rob him of that Hundred Pounds,
This fame grand Prince has now fcarce any
other Bufinefs for his Soldicrs, but that of em-
D ploying
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ploying them dire€tly azainft his own People : Nor
are they fit for any other Employment ; for One
Lnglifh Regiment would beat Seven of his, So
that Lis paltry Forces, many of them, are placed
vpun Lis Frontiers, not to defend him from an In-
vafiun, a Task which they are not equal to, but
to keep Lis wretched SubjeCts from running away
frem Famine and his Government: em-— A Relief
which is however barbaroufly denied them by this
old polize ‘F'yrant! They muft ftay and perith un-
der him; ror will he fueffer them to feek elfee
where that Support of Life, of which his diaboli-

«al Government deprives them at Home; as if .

when le had robbed them of their Labour and
tl.cir Life, he alfo wanted their Skins,

"I'licie is not upon Karth a Nution, which hav-
ing bad unuccountuble Magiftrates, has not fele
tiom to Lase ben cryieg and confuming Mife
etivls,  In truth, where they are miotk limited, it
aus beest often as mech as a whale People could
4o 10 reftrain them to their Truft, and to keep
them from Violence; and fuch frcquently has
been their Propenfity to be Jawlefs, that nothing
but Violence, and fometimes nothing but a vio-
Jent Death, - could cure them of their Viclence,
“U'h’s Evil has its Root in human Nature 3 Men
will ‘never think they have enough, whillt they
can take more 5 nor be content with a Part, when
they can feize the Whole.  We are, indeed, told
of fome abfolutc Princes, who have been very
good Men and no Oppreflors,  But the Naturc of
their Power rendered their good Qualities almoft
ufelefs, and gave to others an Oppoitunity of do-
ing in their Name, and by their Authority, Mif-
¢hic’s which perhaps they themfelves abhorred,

_ Befides,
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Befides, in any Serics of aibitrary Princes upon
Earth, fcarce out of Ten can One be named who
was tolerable, and who cither did not himfelt
prove an inhuman Tyrant, or fuffered his Mini-
flers to be fo: And when an abfolute Prince has
-had great Parts, they gencrally went to his Grave
vith him, and fcarce ever proved hereditary,  In
truthy the Children of great Princes have almoft
always proved very unlike them.

I own, the firft of the Line has fometimes
afted plaufibly, and gained, by doing fo, dange-
rous Credit and Popularity,  But if he were an
Anzel; he is never to be forgiven, becaufe it is out
of his Power what his Succeffor thall prove, I'he
Crocodile’s Egg does no Mifchicf whilft it conti-
myes an Ezg ;3 but out of it is hatched a Crocodile,
and by it the curfed Race of . Deftroyers is conti-
nued, D, Flinfus fays very jultly, Nee urguam
Jervitusy e [peciofa quidemy legit quibas forviaty jed
accipit, ¢ "I'he moft plaufible Stavery is attended
¢ with this eternal Misfortune, . that it has no
¢« Choice of a Mafter, but muft cccept of a
¢ Mafler, fuch as Chance fends,”  [iipafien left
to the Romans for their Prince the beneficent Tirnt;
but be alfo left them the raging and bloody Dsmi-
tian, - » ,

If Fulius Cafar and A:guflus had been really
Gods, as their Flatterers made them j yet their
leaving behind them fugh a Race of Succetlors,
(who proved a Race of Diemons) entitles them
to the Charaéters of deteftable "Fyrants to all
Yternity, Tiberiusy, Caiigulay Cloudius, and Ners,
were the precious and bloody Blefings which
thefe bencficent Princes left! ewme Namcs univer-
fally abhorred, whilit K'Bfe of Cefar and Asgutus
: )y are
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are generally adored : And yet to Cagfir and Au-
&yl were Mankind indebted - for thele Pefls of
Mankind: Nor were they fo great Pefls as were
Cafir and Auzgufius, who did much more Mife
chief, and defiroyed the World more than either
Neroor Caligula, befides leaving them to deftroy it
full farther, = - 0 o

~-People rarely think of this, but it is literally
true.  What! will fome fay, the generous Cefir
and the mild Augufls do more Mifchief than the
wild Culigala and the favage Nero! Yes, fifty to
vne s’ Nero' Ceftroyed his Twenties, Cerfar and
Augufius theiv ‘T'wenty Thoufands ; and for Nero,
we may thank Fulius and Augijlus. Tiberius, Ca-
Higula, Cloudivs, and Neroy ook Rome chicfly for
tke Scene of theit Cruelty, and deftroyed many
great and good Men, fome out of Wantonnefs,
and more out of Jealoufy : - But Caor and Au-
guflvs made Rame and the Werld their Slaughter-
houfe, and deftroyed more great and good Men
by far than the other Four, as butchering Mon-
fters zs they were: And as to publick Rapine and
gereral Depopulation, - they excecded them  fhill
jurther, Indeed, as to hervick and diffufive Mif-
chicf and Villainy, the Difference between them
was as great as {etwecn Jeck Straw and a late
Grand Monargue, - The Truth is,' Cefar and Au-
&ulus had Art and great Qualitics, which are far
jrom excufing the Evils which they did; and their
Succellors, having all their Ambition, but wanting
their great Qualities*and Difcretion, took the di-
3¢t Road to Hatred.

An unreftrained Power in one Man, or in a
few, over all, is fuch an extravagant Deviation
from Reafon and Nature, that ncither Bria{zi;:

with
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with his many Hands, nor the Hydra with its nu-
merous Heads, nor the Centaurs, half Man and
hal€- Beaft, were T hings more unthapen, mon-
ftrous, and frightful: Nor would thefe FiQtions
appear more fabulous and improbable, . than fuch
Power would be to a free People, who never had
heard of it before. What could feem to common
Senfe a wilder Gimera, than that one Man, not
created with Features and Endowments different
from other Men, fhould have a laﬂing Right from
his Blood, or his Pride, or his Madnefs, to do-
mincer over all Men, and to rule, kill,” ftarve,
famifh, banifb, and imprifon, as many as he
pleafed ? .
. TLis Power is indeed fo monftrous, that it
turns Men that have it into Monflers; and there-
fore the moft amiable and unexceptionable Man
upon Earth is not to be trufted with it, Men
change with their. Stations,. and Power of any
fort rarely alters them for the better ; but, on the
contrary, has often turned a very good Man into
a very bad, This fhews that Men forbear Evil,
chiely to avoid the ill Confequences of it to them-
felves, and for want of Opportunity and Protec-
tiony and finding both in Power, they prove, by
making ufc of them, that their Virtue was only
Self-lave, and Fear of Punifbment, - Thus Men.
of the beft and brighteft CharaQers have often
done moft Milchief, and by well ferving their
Country, have been cnabled to deftroy it: And.
they were good and evil from one and the fame:
Motive ; a Paffion for themfelves, and their own.

Sceurity or Glory,
Thus the Houfe of the Adiiis, by being very.
geod Commonwealths-men, and by ferving and.
D obligiig
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oblizing almoft every Family in Flarence, - gaincd
.Credit enough by this their generous Behaviour,
to, enflave that great and powerful City, . Ldgne
apud imgeritas, bwnanitas vecabatury guod pars firvi-
twic erat, | Pericles adminiftered the Government
of Aibews with great Sufficiency ; but he broke
down the Fences of its Liberty, and, ruled arbi-
trarily all his Days.  Agathedles fought fuccelsfully
for the City of Syracufe, and as fuccefsfully againit
it ; and having defended the Citizens againft their
Enemics, he afterwards thewed bimflf their great-
¢ft, by killing in one great Maflacrg all the chief
and beft of them, and by crowning himfelf Ty-
rant over all the reft,  Mrius and Syla, Pompey
and Cafer, were great and excellent Commanders,
and conqueted many great Kings and Nations
But they made all the Fruits of their ViQorics
their own; and from being very good Soldiers,
made themfelves moft pernicious and arbitrary

Magiftrates, .
- Now all thefe Great Men derived, from the
Good which they did, a Capacity to do much
more Evil: So that as a Power to do great Good,
does naturally include in it an Opportunity of do-
ing much Evil; fo thofe who are in the Pofieflicn
of Power, as all Magiftrates are, ought above all
other Men to be narrowly watched, and checked
with Reitraints ftronger than their I'emptations to
Preak them and every Crime of theirs ought o
te more penaly as itis evidently mote pernidiony,
than the fame Crime in any other fort of Men,
Veory Lehdes that guales in repubica privcipes elint,
ta'er religacs fkre ¢l divesy thatis, that Peple
ate penerally virtuous o corrupt as their Mgl
hiaes arg; there Is fometling eacecding {0!?!’!15:
én.




cA4T0's LETTERS. 84

v B sgportant in the Nature of this great Truft;

and accordingly as it is obferved or betrayed, a
Country is happy or miferable: And when any
bne Breach of it pafles once off with Impunity,
another will foon follow it ; and in Time it wil
be confidered no longer as a Truft, but an Eftate,
8o dangerous a ‘Thing is an ill Precedent, which
is often an Inlet to an endlefs T'rain of Mifchiefs 3
and fo depraved is the Nature of Man, that we
jultify ouglclves in Wickednefs by Examples that
cannot be juftified. An A&ion at firft reckoned
dithoneft, by being pracifed once or twice, be-
comcs unblimeable; and that which was at firft
accounted an Extortion, grows by Ufe to le
thought but a Perquifite,  T"hus Evil is mitigated,
nay, carcelled, by Repetition, which is a reul
Aggravation of Fvil; and there are certain Rogue~
ries in Office, which being long pradtifed, and Ly
many, are at laft reckoned as facred as the Truit
azainft which they are committed: —-— A fufhi-
cient Reafon for providing, by great and certuin
Penalties, that none be comimitted, ‘

G Tam, &e..

SATUR-

Lot T 3
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SATURDAY, My sz, 1722, No. 76,
- The fame Suljed? continved, ‘

§ IR, :
I.I O W cautioufly and partially Men in Power
arc to be trufted, and how much to be re-
ftraired, appears from hence, that almofl every
civil Evil begins from Courts, and the Redrefs of
every civil Evil from an Oppofition to the Preten-
fiors and Yxcefles of Courts,” “This is fo univer-
fully true, that ro Nation ever continued happy,
whofz chief Magiftrate was its abfolute Mafter;
and no Nation milerable, whofe fupreme Power
was properly checked and divided,  Nations are
. then tree, when their Magiftrates are tbeir Ser-
vants; and then Slaves, when their Magiftrates
are ticir Mafters : The Commonwealth does not
telong to them, but they belong to the Common-
weaith,  Tagitus fays wish great Truth, ANee un.
guam fatis fida potemtia wbi nimis gl ¢ Power
*¢ witiiout Controul is never to be rusted,” Every
Nation has moft to fear from its own Magiftrates;
becau’ almoft all Nations have fuffered moft from

their own Magiftrates, '
Cicere, mentioning the Conditien of Cificia, of
vhicl: he was Proconful, in a Letter to Apius
Pu'lery foysy that he was ¢ moved by Pity, es
“ well es Juflice, to relieve from their Miferics
5 the updone provincial Cities; undore chicfly
st by their own Magiftrates,” It fems Ciwro
was (it fort of whimfical Man, t.at be Lad really
£14
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at Heart to do Good to the People whom he go-
verned; —— An odd and impraicable Charace
ter; which, had he lived fince, would have ren-
dered him utterly unfit for any manner of Prefer.
ment,  He did not fo much as know that he was
to make the moft of his Place and his Power, Ict
what would become of the People. em— A Leflon
which other Governors have amply learned.

Ariflatle makes it the great Argument and
Proof of Liberty, that thcy who command do
alfo obey ; and indecd all legal and juft Power
being but a Truft, whotver: executes the fame,
docs an AQ of Obediencé,: as well as Command ;
And every Truft is beft executed, where thofe who
have it are anfwerable for it, elfe it never will be
exccuted 5 but, where it is great and publick, is
much more likely to be abufed, violated, and
turned to the Deftruétion of thofe, who, for their
own Piefervation, gave it, Nor is a People to Le
told, that fuch as want to be trulted with extra-
ordinary Power of any kind, huve always becn
Enemices to arbitrary Power 5 for fo are ail Men
when tiey have it not, and expect no Advantage
from it, Who was a greater Patriot than Sic
Thomas Wentwerth? And who was a more arbi-
trary Minifler than Tb.mas Wentwireh, Fail of
Straffard 2 ANl Men are for confining Power when
itis over them 5 and for extending it when they
wre in it, Qliger Cromacell was once heartily in
the Principles of Liberty, and aterwasds more
bheartily in thofe of Tyranny : And T could pame
Two great Parties in Englandy wlo, when they
were ot of Powery feemed to place the Sum (i
publick Spirit, in cntrenching upon the Reyal
Autherity; - zid when they wae in Power, 10

keow
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kuow no other Law but the Prerogative Royal,
So unlike is the fame Man to bimfelf in different
Situations 3 and yet fill very confiftent with the
Gznius of buman Nature !

. Men fometimes do a&ually Good, in order to do

Exil,  Sejanus, incipicnte adbuc poteflate, bonls concis
Liis wotefeere volebat : 8¢ Sejanus, in the Beginning of
¢ his Adminiftration, would found the Reputation
¢ of a good Minifter in laudable Meafures.” But
there never proved a worfe Minifter than Sgjanus,
Soyman, the Turtifb Emperor, ufed to fay, thata
Prince, to be well ferved by any Minifter, muft
never ufe any Minifter above once: And this
Saying is thus far true generally, that Men, the
longee they grow in Power, the worfe they
grow, I think it is Tadiris who fays, Superlire
Fariines etiam ansees defignatione s guid fi Fnarem fr
gtinquenninm agitent £ %¢ If an annual Ele@icn to
s Power make Men infolent,; whit muft be
¢ their Pitch of Infolence, if they hold it Five or
« Seven Years?”  Ariddotie finds great Fault with
the Senate of Spaizs, for being perpetval 5 and |
tiink be fuye, that an unchanged or an hereditary
Senate falls into Dotage,

Many of the Lccletiafticks have been for truft-
ing their favourite Princes (and no other) with
unlimited Power over others: But in every Thing
that regarded themfelves and their Intereft, ey
have never failed to flipulate for the firilleft Limi-
tations wpen all Princes, even upon thafe vvhom
over the reft of the World they withed abitrary,
and endcavourcd by every Means to make fo,
Nor did ever 2y NMen give up the Freedom of
his Covntry, Lut Le meant 10 prefiive s own
and hejed o cntinee 3 Froaaany a5 a Rewur

of
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of his helping to make other People Slaves ; and
no Man ever fet up a Tyrant, but in hopes of
going Shares in his T'yranny:. And upon thefe
T'erms and Expe&ations alone it is, that any Body
of Men, or indeed any Army, is brought ‘to aid
and eftablith any Ufurper, Paffive Obedience was
always intended for other People than thofe who
preached it, Intereft cannot lye ; though he docs,
who fays that he will fubmit to Servitude when he
can avcid it,

Who would eftablith a Bank in an arbitrary
Country, or truft his Moncy conflantly there ?
In Denwark, the Minifters and Minjons of the
Prince think their Money fafeft out of his Domi-
nicns, and generally tranfmit the fame to Ham-
Lurgh, and other freec Cities, where the Magi.
ftrates have no divine Right to lay violent Hands
vpon what is none of theirs, Even what we gain
by Rapine in a Land of Oppreflion, we are wil-
ling to fave by the juft Laws of Liberty, in a
Country of Liberty, In Engund itfelf, and in
our own free Conftitution ; it the Bank of Eng-
lund were put under the abfolue Direction and
Power of the Court, I doubt Stock would focn
prow very cheap, and Sellers multiply very faft,
Or if the Government of the Bank, which is
purely Republican, were improved into Monarchi-
cal j I fancy our higheft Monarchy-Men would
rail at the Change, ard Laften ¢ £l out, not-
withflanding their invielitle Attachment 1o tle
divine Right of Monarchy ; e—— Unlefs perhaps
tley think that akfolite Monarchy does beit pro-
teél eheir Power, but a free State thelr Money, .
Fam indeed of Opinien, that wpon fuch a Charre,

tle



58 CATO's LETTERS,
il)xc Bank would be broke, and fbut up in three
ays.

All this fhews, that even Men who are againft
Liberty in General, contend for it in Particulars,
and in all Particulars, which afte tbemfelves,
Even Lauderdale, a Tyreonnel, or a Fefferiesy who
werz all for making the Crown abfolute, as Jong
as they could be, as they were, the abfolute Mini-
fters of Oppreflion under it, would nonc of them,
I dare fay, have encouraged the Maxim of the
Prince’s rewarding_ his Minifters and faithful Op-
preflors with the Bow-ftring ; as well as they
themfelves were entitled to that Reward, and as
much as the Turdi/h Genius of Government did
in other Inftances fuit their own!

When we hear any fort of Men complain, as
fome fort of Men do frequently complain, That
the Crown wants Power; we fhould ask them,
Whether they mein over themfelves? And if
they anfwer, A7 ; as certainly they will, if they
focak Truth; we may further ask them, Why
fﬁould they judge for themfclves any moie than
otkers; or claim to then®elves a Liberty and an
Excmption which they will not aliow t others ?
‘I'be Truth is, they who complain thus, only want
to increafe the Power of the Crown, becaufe by
it their own would be increafed, aind other Advan-
teges acquixe\l. .

“['ke Fox in the Fable, wanting to roba Hen-
roofty or do fune fich Prank, Lumbly befought
Admittance and Houfe-rocm only for Lis lead
bat when he got in his Head, kis whole Body pre-
fendy folloved : And Courts, more crafty, as
well as moie craving, than that ¢efigning Anil.

mal,
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mal, have fcarce ever gained an Inch of Power,
but they have fircicked it to an Ell; and when
they hzve got in but a Finger, their whole ‘Frain
has followed, Pityiratus, having procured from
the City of Arkens filty Fellows armed only with
Cudgeli, for the Security of his Perfon from falfe
and lying Dangers, improved them into an Army,
and by it enflaved that free State.  And I have
read fomewhere, of the States of a Country, who
having wildly granted to their Prince a Power of
raifing Money by his own Authority, in Cafes of
great Neceffity 3 every Cafe, ever afterwards, was
a Cafe of great Necefiity ; and his Neceflities mul-
t'plied fo faft, that the whole Wealth of the Coun-
try was fwallowed up to fupply them: As it al-
ways will be in every Country, where thofe wko
ask are fuffered to judge what ought to be given,
e—= A Prallice contrary to common Senfe, and
which renders Libesty and Property perfely pre-
carious ; and where it is continued, will end in
taking without asking. .

I have heaid of a Court fomewhere Abroad,
which having asked upon a particular Occafion
Four Hundred Thoufand Pounds of the States,
found Ways and Means of firetching that Sum to
‘Fwo Millions, It was obferved of the fame Court,
that it kad the Art of raifing Mole-hills into Moun-
taing, and of finking Mountains into Mole-hills
of disbanding Armics without breaking them; of
increafing Debts by the Means of &yin them ;
of being engaged in an expenfive War during a
profound Peace ; of gaining for the Country, at a
vaft Charge, Advantages which the Country ne-
ver reaped, nor faw ; of cmploying Money obvi-
oufly againft the Intereft of Jm Nation, and yct

getung
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getting the Nation to pay it; of purchafing otl ér
Countries at the Expence of their own, and againft
its Intereft ; of procuring from the Country at
onc Time a great Sum, withour telling why it.
was wanted, put promifing to tell, and yet never
telling 5 and, in fine, aftér inany otker the like
Feats, of obtiining by an Ariet of Security, Re-
miflion for all their poit Faults, without owning
any, and yet going on to commit more: For as
Tilly well obferves, Qud fomel vorecundier fines trane
Serity exm lene &8 peviter ofortct el impudenzern,
Cicer, epift. ad Lucccium, Quinti il

But thefe T'kings concern notusy and T only
bring them for Examples, like cther old Stories of
Greec: and Rerre, 1 hope that we thall never full
into the like Mifortunes and Mifmanagements
ourfelves, -

G Iy &e, -

Saturbpay, Miyrg, 1722, No. 77,

Of fiferflitizus Fears, end their Caufés natural end

acitdental,

AS my Defign in thefe Letters is to enleavour
to free and manumit Mankind from the ma-
ny Impofitions, IFrauds, and Delufions, which
interrupt their Happinefs § fo I fhall, in this, and
fome of the fucceeding ones, attempt to remove
the popular Impreflions and Fears of Spirits, Ap-
paritions, and Witches; which more or lefs afHict
and terrify the greateft Pait of the World: and

confi-
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conlequently it will conduce much to their Fafe
and Felicity, if I can lay thefe Phantoms, :

‘There is a firange Propenfity in human Natuie
to Prodigy, and whatever elfe caufes Surprize and
Aftonifament, and to admire what we do not un-
derfland.  We have imincdiate Reiource to Mira-
cle, which folves all our Doubts, and gratifies cur
Pride, by accounting fur our Ignorance, We are
not afteCted by T'hings which we frequently fee;
or if we can trace but one Link of the infinite
Chain of Caufes, our Admiration ceafes; though
we are then as fur from our Journey’s End, us
when we fet out : for all the Works of Providence
are miraculcus to us, who canrot do them our-
fclves, or know Low He, who is the Author of
themy, does them,  And in this Senfe every Thing
is a Miracle to us; though we ought to be 1o
more furprized at feeing a Blazirg Star, wlich
makes its Revolution but cnce in Five Hundred
Years, than in feeing the Sun every Day,

For many Ages, the Phenomena of Metcors,
Eclipfs, and Comets, feemed unaccountable; and
the Caufes of ‘I'hunder and Lightning were un-
known to the World 3 as they are to moft Peopls
in it at this Day, Great Guns were efteemicd, by
the Auericans, to be angry Deities ; Ships, floating
Mbonfters ; the Sun to be the God of the World
Watches to be living Animals § Paper and Ink to
be Spirits, which conveyed Mens T'houghts from
one to another: And a dancing Mare was lately
burnt for a Witch in the Inquifition of Portugal,

All Nature is in perpetual Rotation ; and in the
great Variety of Actions which it produces, fome
mutt appear very extraordinary and unaccountable
to us, vy all the Powers of Matter and Molf@oi\

which
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which fal] within our narrow Obfervations ; and
yet may, and undoubtedly have as certain and re-
gular Caufes and Etfcts, as the moft obvious me-
chanick Operations, We fee into the Bottom
and internal Frame and Conftitution of no one
I'hing in the World, and probably never ¢an do
5, whillt we continue in thefe frail Bodies. We
fee not into the Principles and Contexture of Ani-
nal or Vegetablé Beings; and confequently can-
not kinow what Nuture can fpontancoully produce,
or how fhe works. We fve only the Outlide and
Film of ‘I'hings ;. and no moare of them than wlhiat
is necellury to tha Prefervation or Convenience of
ourfelves, und not the Thoyfandth Part of what
is fo.  Almighty God hath hid all the seft from
our Eyes; to baffle our foolifh Curiofity, to raife
our Admiration of his Power, and to excite our
Homage and Adoration to Him, the great Author
of all Things, ‘

Nature (as is faid in Print clfewbere) works by
infinite Ways ; which are impenetrable to our
vain and fruitlefls Inquiries, . 7&’! Loadlone draws
Ion 3 ity Galdy Quickfilver, The firfitive Plant
Shiinks from the Tauch, ~ Syne Serss of Vegetalls at
trait oie anithery and twine tigether y sthess quiid
one ansthery and grow farther apart,  The trealing
upon the Turpeds, affects, and givis raging Pains to
our while Bidies, The Bite of o mad Doy canfes
Midnefs, Turkey-Cocks and Pirajarts fiy at Red,
A Raitle-Suake, by a fort of magical Power in lis
Eyes, will firce a Squirrel to run inte bis M.uth,
Miufick will cure the Bite of a Tarantwa. Tke
Frights aid Longings of Wemen with Child, will
Slanp Tmpreffiors upon the Babes within them,  Peo-
piey in their Slecpy will wwalk fawrily over Precipices

%
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end Ridges of Houfis, where they dusft nst wenture
2okt auake!  Lightnivg aoill melt a Sweord aithout
Twtirg the Scabbard, And there are very many
other farprizing Inftances of the Powers of Matter
and Motion, which we'¢very Day fee and fecl;
and, without doubt, there are intinite others which
we know nothing of, b

If fore Men could follow Scents, like Dogs,
or fee in the Dark, like Cats, or have the fame
Pielages and Prognofticks of fair Weather or
Fempefts, which othet Animals fecem to have;
how many ‘I'hings would they know and do, un-
accountable to the reft of Mankind? If Almighty
God hal thought fit to have beftowed upon avy
Man one or more Senfes above the reft of the Spee
cies, many of Iis Actions muft have appearcd mi-
reculous to them,

But if thefe minute and petty Works of Na-
ture caufe fo much our Surprize and Aftonithment,
how cuglt we to adimire and adore the Author «f
21l Nature, in the greater Works of Lis Creaticn !
The Earth itflf is but as 2 Miflard-Seed to the
vifible World 3 and doubtlefs that is infinitely ki3
in Compatifon of the imvifitle one, Tt is very
likely, that its many Feliow-Planets, which muove
about the Sun, as we do, are filled with Inhabi-
tiuts, and fane of them probably with more va.
)able enes than ourfelves: Arnd *tis neat to cers
tin, that the numcrons fixed Stare, nightly fien
by ug, and the more numerous ones frequently G-
cnered by new and better Glafiesy are fo many
¢ Heent Suns, and poflbly with cach a differcut
Chorus or Syftem of Werlds moving about thein,
and reeeiving vital Warmth and  Nourifhmeit
ficm their Beams ; for tis impotlible to bilicve,

tha:



94 CATO's LET TERS.

that the All-wit Difpofer of all Things fhould
Place fo many Oubs, many Thoutand times
greater than this Earch, in the vaft Abyfs of
Space, far out of our Sight, and of no Ufe to
tis, unlels to ferve fuitable Purpofes of his Provi-

dence, . :
We are not, nor can we be, fure that there are
no other Beings who are Inhabitants of the Air
or Aither, with Bodies fubtle enough to be adapted
to, and nourithed by, thefe thin Elements; and
pabaps with Senfes and Faculties fuperior to us:
for the Works of Almighty God are as infinite as
is his Power to do them, And ’tis paying greater
Deference to him, and having higher Conceptions
of his Omnipotence, to fuppofe that he faw all
*I"hings which have been, are, or ever fhall be,
at one View, and formed the whole Syjtem of
Nuture with fuch exquifite Contrivance and infi
nite Witdom, as by its own Energy and intrinfick
Powers, to produce all the Etiéts and Operations
which we daily fee, feel, and admire; than to
believe him to be often interpofing to alter and
amend his own Work, which was undeubtedly
perfect at firft; theugh in the Purfuit of bis eter-
nal Decrees, and in the Courfe, Progre:, and
unoroken Chain of Lis original 8yitem, Le fuoms
t) us fomatimes to adt cecationally 5 when, in
Complianee to our weak Comprehentions, and in
Condefeenfion to our Jow Capacitics, he fpeaks
and appears to act after the Manner of Mcen,  We
Lave not Facultics to fee or knoav ‘F'lings ss*they
are in thamiclves, but only in fuch Lizhts as cor
Creator pleafes to yeprefent them in to us: He b
ziven us Talents fuited to our Wants, and to v
derfland his Vil and obey ity and heic s our ie
i
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pous ultray the farthelt we can go,  We may be
very fure that we are not obliged o know what Is
beyond our Power to know ; but all fuch "Things
are as Non-catitics to us,

Whenfoever thercfore we hear of, or fee any
furprizing Appearances or Events in Nature, which
we canpot trace and connelt to their immediate
Caufesy we are not to call in fupernatual Powers,
and intereft Heaven or Hcll in the Solution, to
fave our Credit, and cover our own L'olly, when
tlere are fo very few "I'hings in the World which
we hnow any Thing of, and of thofe few we
know but vary litde, W are not to meafure the
Works of God by our feanly Capacities 3 2ud to
belicve that he miraculouﬂ{ interpofes in the Courfe
of human Aflairs, but only when ke pleafes to in-
timate (0 us that Le does, or intends to do fo
muach L6 ovght we to introduce Daemons into ©is
Syitem of the Univerfe, unlels as Objects or In-
flruments and Exccutioners of kis Venzeance
bot not to inttude into bis Government of the
World, to trepan and miflead his Creatures, and
t thwirt and oppefe himfdfy and every now ard
anon o cut the Chain, flop the Wheels, and ins
tarpt the Coutfe of Lis Providence,

We are veiy fure that God can doy atd impower
oy other Beings to do, cvary ‘Thimz whieh he
would have dose; but we are not ebiiged, by any
Piceept, Moral or Divine, to baiieve every Vhing
which weak, crazed, or defigning Men tell us in
Lis Namiey and the disbelievirg their fucleh and
faitaflical Stovies, iy not quef in0rg tie Poveer of
God, tat the Veracity or Jud jment of the Perfons
who tehi them: For {ure theic can be 5o Oocafion
of reeurring to fupernatural Caufes, to accant for

v bat
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what may be very eafily accounted for by our Iz«
norance of natura! ones, by the Fraud or Yolly of
others, or by the Deception of curitives, “I'licie
c4a be no Wonder at all in a Man’s teliing a Lye,
or in his being deceived.

Which of our Senfes does not often deceive us?
Strangling, or ftrong Preflure of the Eyes, caufes
all Things to appear on Fire; that of the Ears,
makes us hear {\'oifcs; ftraight ‘Things, in the
Water, appear crooked: Bodies, by Reflection or
Refradtion, appear otherwife] and in other Places,
than they are in Nature, . All T hings appear Yel-
low to Men in the Jaundice: To thofe in Caleri-
tares, the Sea appears like a green Meadow 3 and,
if not reftrained, they will leap into it: Meldn-
choly and enthufiaftick Perfons fancy themfelves
t> be Gla% Bottles, Knives, and Tankards ; Mad-
mei often believe themfelves Gods or Princes, and
a b always fee Spirits; and a Reverend Divine,
forme Time fince, thought Limf{elf big with Child,
a1 could not be perfuaded to the contrary, till a
Man Midwite piciended to deliver him of a Falie |
Conception, ,

In Fevers, and milignant Diitempers, People
fz¢ Vificns and Apparitions of Angels, Devils,
¢ad Men, or whatever elfe their Jmaginatior:s
rendar mott agreeable or terrible to them § and in
[)ecams, all Men fee, or fancy that they feey fuch
11 Appearances,  Tleir Imaginations, in Slecp,
are often o lively and vigorous, that they can
foarcely be periuaded of their Miftake when they
awake out of ity and woull not be fo, if they did
not find themfelves in Bed 3 and therefore, if a
ciedulous, fearful, or meclancholy Man, fhould
casclefly nod himfelf to Slecp in bis Clofet or his

. Garden,
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Garden, and reccive a vidgorouo Reprefentation of
. an Angel, Dapion, or dead Man, fpeaking to
him, or delivering a Meflage, and after wake on

a fudden, without obferving his own fleeping (as
often bappens) I cannot fee how he fhould diftins
guifh this appearing Phantom from a real Vifion
or Revelation, and I fhould be glad to have a Rule
to do it by, .

" The F:ame and Contexture of our Bodics te-
trays us to thefe Delufions, For, gsall ObjeQls
anl Images from without are let in upon’ the
Ming by the Windows or Conduits of the out-
ward Seafes, and the Mind afterwards ranges,
methodizes, opecrates, and reafons upon them; fo
jtcan on‘!y work upon fuch Materials as it receives:
aad confequently, when the Organs of Senfation
are wrong framed in their original Contexture,
or depraved afterwards by Sicknefs or Accidents,
the Nfind muft be mifled too, and often miftake
Appearances for real Beings: When the Spics,
Scouts, and Ogyt-guards, are feized, corruptéd, or
deccived, the Intelligence will be fallcious, or
none at all,

It is ¢vident, in a Thoufand Inflances, that the
Mind and Body mutually a& and operate upon
one another; both grow and increafe by Age and
Exercife, both are impaired and enervated by D.f.
tempers and Accidents, and all the noble { acul-
tes of the former are often deftroyed and extin-
guithed by accidental Injurics done to the latter,
and by other fortuitous Events anl occational
Strokes of Fortune, Common Expericice fhewss
us, that if Men are born without one or mote of
their Senfes, fo many Conduits of Krnowledge ase
flopt + If 2.Child cumes into the World withous

Vo 1L, E e
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the Faculties of Sceing or Hearing, he can have
no Underftanding at all, unlefs he afterwards ac- -
quires them ; and if he lofes them again, ail fure
ther Progrefs is at an End : The Vigour and Ca-
pacity of our Mind depénd very much, if not al-
together, upon the Organization of our Bodies 3
and arc altered, improved, and increafed, by pro-
per Diet, Aion, or Education; and opprefled,
leflencd, and fometimes quite loft, by Drunken-
nefs, Gluttony, Lazinefs, or Misfortuncs, I have
often almoft fancied, that Men may be dicted into
Opinions ; as Experience fhews us, they may be
educated into the molt abfurd ones by Cuftomn,
Converfation, and Habit.

-Every Paflion or Afte@ion of the Mind produ-
ces vifibly a fuitable and correfpondent Difpofition
of the Mufcles and Lincaments of the Face, and
confequently muft afie@ and alter the whole Me-
chanifm of the Body ; and by like Reafon every
“I'liought or Motion of the Mind muft do the
ume in a Jefler Degree (though not equally fubject
to common Obfervation) by forcing or directing
the Blcod, Juices, or animal Spirits, into peculiar
‘Tubes, Conduits, or Veficls : and when by fre-
quent Ufe thofe Channe's and Paltages become ha-
bital to them, they witl often flow thither of their
own accord, or ar¢ eafily driven thither 3 and fo,
by workirg backwards, will caufe thofe Paflions
z1d Perceptions which at fiift caufed them, and
in Confequence the fame Impreffions and Difpofi-
tinns of the Organs of Senfe,

It this Obfervation be true, it will account for
our Delufions in Drezms, when exterior Objels
are fhut out, which mult otherwife controul and
evipower the weaker and more faint Operations

of
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of the internal Machine; and this too will account
for the many pannick and unreafonable Fears and
Prejudices which we are fubjet to from Education,
Cuftom, and Conftitution, as well as.for the Dif-
ficulty, if not Impoffibility, of out fhaking off and
conquering any other Habits of Mind or Body ace
quired by early and continued Practice,

I fhall in my next apply thefe gencral Principles
to the Syftem of Spirits ; and fhew, that Philofo-
phy and Religion both contradict the commonly
sece.ved Opinions of them,

T Iam, &e,

SATURDAY, May 26, 1722, No, 78,

Tle common Notion of Spirits, their Power aud Feats,
expofed,

§$ IR, c
AS I have fhewn at large, in my laft Letter
CL that, in very many Inttances, our Senfes are
fubjet and liable to be deceived in Objedls evi-

“dently material ; fo in this I fhall endeavour as
fully t5 fhew, that we can Lave no poflible Ideas
of any other, When we call God a Spirit, we
do not pretend to define his Nature, or the Modus
of his Exiftence, but to exprefs the high Concep-
tion which we have of his Qmnipotence, by fup-
poficg him moft unlike to ourfelves, and infinitely
fuperior to every T"hing which we (ce and know ;
and then we are loft and buried in the Abyfs of
our own Ignorance : but we can have no other
poflible Conception of what we mean by the Word
Spirity when applied to him.

E . We
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We cannot have even the ‘moft abfiradted
Images of T'hings, without the Ideas of Exten-
fion and Solidity; which are the Mediums of con-
ceiving all Things that we can conceive at all.
As the Organs of our Senfes arg all material, o
they are formed only to receive material Objects 3
and but a finall Part of thofe which are fo. 'Fhe
Ear cannot hear, the Hands feel, the Palate tafté,
the Nofe fincll, of the Eye fee, i)odics, but of cer-
tain Magnitudes, Dimenfions, and Solidity ; and
thele vary too in different Men, and in the fame
Mcn at difierent Times, and at different Ages.
Vlefe are Millions of Infcéts that cannot be fecn
without Glafles; and probably infinite others,
which cannot be feen with them ; the fubtle
Effuviy, or other minute Caufes of peftilential
Diflempers, are not withia the Reach and Obfer-
vaton of any of our Scafes, We cannot fee
Wind and common Air, much I pure Alther,
whiih are sl too thin and teo fulitle Bodics for
the Fabiick of the Eye; and how fhould we fee
Spirits, which we are told have no Bodies at all,
ard in the Dark too, vhien the Contexture of
the Eve will not sfford us the Ut of that Or.
gan? : .

I cannct conceive why the Dreams of the old
He.then Piibyfopliers fould be alopted into the
rriftian Syflera 3 or from wiat Principles of
Keaton or Religion vie fhould be teld that tie Soul
is daticn in teisy wnd fodnnr v qualiict pacte 3 that is,
that ali of it is Bfved throngh the whoie Bady,
and yetall of it is in every Part of the Body:
That S, ir'ts take up no Flee; and that T'en
Thoulisd of thun may fiznd upon the Point of
a Newdls, and yet lave Room for a Miilen

tunes
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times as many more; that they may mové from
Place to Place, and not pafs through the interme-
* diste Space; and that they arc impengtrable them-

felves, and ‘yct can penctrate every Thing elf.
Js not this fine Gibberith, and pretty Divinity ?
And yet it is efleemed by fome a fort of Atheilm
to disbelicve it 3 but neither Philofuphy nor Scrip-
ture tell us any fuch Matter, It is tive indéed,
we are told, that- Spirits have ncither Vleth nor
Bones; no more have Wird, Air, or Aither, and
‘T'houfands of other Things, which yet are Bo-
dies: but we arec no where told, as I remember,
that Spirits have no Extenfion or Solidity : And if
we weie told fo, we could underftand no more Ly
it, than that they were Beings of which we nei-
ih'cr had, nor could have, any other than negative
ucas, o

I think therefore, that I may venture to affert, -
that either God hath created no Beings indepen-
dent of Matter, or that fuch cannot be Obvjedts of
our Senfes: But if there be any fuch, they are of
a Nature fo diflerent from us, and fo incompre-
henfible by the Faculties which he has given us,
that we can form no Propofitions about them § and
confequently arc not obliged to believe or disbelieve
any Thing concerning them, till he pleafes further
to inform us, ) '

But there ‘are an humble fort of Philofophers,
who want the Sagacity to conceive how any Sub-
flance can exift without Extenfion and Solidity 3
and confequently are modeft enough to confufs, that
they do not underitand the Diﬁin&ion between
materis] and immaterial Subftances ; and that they
cannaot, with their moft refined Imaginations, have

any Notion uf, 3xqiddle State of Things, between
T E; extended
3 C‘v"- '1/.",?."; :
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extended Beings and no Beings at all; betwcen
real Etfences and Shadows, Phantoms or Images
of difordered Brains j or that any Thing can exift
in the Univerfe, and at the fame time in no Part
of it.  And yct thefe Gentlemen will not give up
the general Syftem of Spirits, but fuppofe them
to be Beinas of fubtle aerial Contexture, that in
their own Nature are not Objeéts of our Senfes
but have Powers, by afluming more denfe Bodies,
to make themfelves fo, and have Capacities to do
many ‘I'hings unaccountable to us, and beyond
the Eimits and Reach of our Apprehenfions,  All
which I think no Man will afhirm to be impof-
fible ; but I think any Man may fafcly affirm,
that fuch Agents are not permitted to moleft hu-
man Affairs, and feduce or miflead Men, by doing
fupernatural Altions, or what muft appear to us

to be fo, ’ ,
A contrary Suppofition muft deftroy the very
Ufs of Miracles; for if other Beings, cither by
tle Energy of their own Nature, or the Will and
Permifion of God, ¢an do Miracles, or Actions
which we cannot diftinguith from Miracles ; then
nothing can be proved by them, and we fhall lofe
the beft Evidence of the ‘T'ruth of our Holy Reli-
gion. For if Signs and Wonders may be promif-
cucufly thewn and performed by the beft of all
Scings and by the worft, they may be done and
ufed to promote Error, Impolture, and Wicked-
nels, as well as Virtue and true Religion ; nor can
I find out any Criterion, or fuflicient Mark,
whereby we can diftinguifh which are done by the
Prefcrver, and which by the profefled Enemy, of
Mankind, To fay that the ‘I'ruth of the Miracle
thall be tricd by the Doctrine which it is brought
{0
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to propagate, or the Precepts which it commands,
is to invert the very Ufe and End of Miracles,
which is, to give Credit and Authority to the
Doer, who is always fuppofed to act by God'¥
Power, in order to J::clarc his Will; and confe-
quently, if the Wonders which he does are to lie
tricd by the Doctrine which he teackes, there
would e no Ufe of any Wonders at ally to prove
not only what proves itfelf, but what is to prove
the ‘Truth of the Miracle, which is to prove the
Truth of the Do&rine.

We are very fure, that the great Creator of
Heaven znd Earth, and the fole Author of all our
Happinefs, docs not leave us in thefe Uncertain-
tics, to be tofled and tumbled in the thick Mit
and dark Chaos of Ignorance and Deceit.  How
can we know the ‘Truth of any Revelation, with-
cut knowing the Revealer himfelf to be true? We
muft be firlt certain, that a good and beneficept
Being fpeaks to us, before we can believe any
T'hirg which he tells us. Whenever therefore
Almighty God, by Means becoming his infinite
Wifdom, and from Caufes impenctrabie to us,
communicates his Intentidus by Appearances aind
Reprefentations to our Senfes, or by any cther
Ways out of the ordinary Courfe of his Provic
dence, he always gives us fure Marks whereby we
can diftinguith his Works from Delufion and Iin-

fture, which often ape T'ruth itfelf, and miflead
ignorant and unwary Men. We are toid in Holy
Writ, that yeurg Men fhall fie Vifiousy and ol Mew
dream Dicamsy which frequently happens 3 and
that fale Prophets fhall arife and do WWanders, wl..h
fall deceive almelt e Eletiy but we are bid to dit=
believe them 3 which, if they worked true Mira-

E 4 ' cles,
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cles, we could not do, without rejecting all Mira-
cles,  For how can we believe uny Thing to be
mirzculous, and at the fanic Time disblicve an-
other 1ling to be fo, without being able to fhew
any Difference between them ? And therefore we
may acquiefce in an Affurance that fuch Pretenders
mult be Cheats, 2nd their AQions Impoftures and
Deceits upon our Sen'es, :
Whercver God works Wonders, or produces
thefe Events which fhall appear as fuch to us, he
abways Coes them for wife Reafons, either to warn
and inforin Men, to make them Examples of - his
‘Juftice, or to communicate his Will, and teach
Ls fome Deériney and he takes the moft proper
ind ¢feQual Means to attain his Ends, and coerce
our Belicf, by making fuch Applications to our
outward Senfes, and fuch Impreflions upon our
Undeiftandings, as we muft fubmit to, and ac-
quicfe in, unlefs we refolve to give.up all Cer-
tainty ; or clfe by Predictions which are juftificd
by tke Event, and which arc undoubtedly Mira-
cles.  He does them in the moft open Manner be- -
fore Crowds at oncej but cur modern Miracle-
mengers do them all in_ Secret, in Corners, and
jn tie Dark ; and their Spitits and Apparitions
ate feen only by melancholy, enthufiaflick, and
drcaming old K/Ien and Women, or by crazy
young ones, whofe Heads are intoxicated and pre-
pared for thefe Stories long before; and they are
cnerally feen but by one at once, who is always
~in a Fright when he does fce them; or clfe they
are the ‘Tricks and Juggles of Heathen and Po-
pith Priefts, or pretended Conjurers, to pick Mens
Pockets, and promote fome” knavifh and felfith
Dqfign, ‘They are never dons before a Ho;fc gf
: ords
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L.ords or Commons, or in a Prince’s Court, or in
the Streets before Multitudes of People, or in the
Sight of feveral Men at the fame time, of clear
and unprejudiced Underftandings, or of unqueftion-
able Integrity, , ,

Vhen our Saviour appeared to all his Difciples
‘together, he appealed to their Senfes, and bid
them not be afraid, but to put their Hands into
his Side, and believe themfelves: He made his
Afcenfion before Five Hundred People at once :
His Miracle of the Loaves and Fifhes was before
Five Thoufand: His turning Water into Wine
was at a publick Wedding ; and the reft were of
the fame kind; He went through Fudea from
Place to Place, publickly doing Miracles, confirm-
ing and convincing all, who werc not wilfully blind,
of the T'ruth of his Miffion ; and teaching a Doc~
trine of infinite Advantage to Mankind : W hcreas
our prefent Workers or Seers’ of Miracles never
tell us any Thing worth knowing ; and we hate
no other Evidence that they are feen or done, but
the Veracity of thofc who tell them, who may
be deccived themfelves, or invent Lyes to deceive
cthers, ‘The Proof ought always to be equal to
the Impogtance of the 'Fhing to be believed: For,
when it is more likely that a Man fhould tell a
Lye, or be deceived, than that 2 ftrange Phano-
meaon fhould be true, methinks there fhould be
no Difficulty to dutermine on which Side of the
Qucftion we fhould give our Aflent g though in
Fuct moft Men are fo prepared by Education to
belicve thefe Stories, that they will believe the
Relation of them in thefe Cal{s, when they will
belicve the Relaters in nothing clfe,

Eg It
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If one or two Men affirm that they faw ano-
ther leap twenty Yards at one Leap, no one will
doubt but they are Lyars; but if tﬁey teflify that
they faw a Goblin, with Saucer Eyes and cloven
Feet, in a Church-yard, leap over the Tower;
all the ‘Town is in a Fright, and few of them
wili venture to walk abroad in a dark Night,
Sometimes thefe Phantoms appear to one who is
in Company with others, and no one can fee
them but himfelf, and yet all the reft are tersified
at his Relation, without reafoning that they have
the fame or better Faculties of feeing than he hasy
and therefore that his Organs muft either be indif-

fcdy or that he defigns to impofe upon them ;

ut it pafles for 2 Miracle; and then all Doubts are
folved, and all Enquiries at an End, All ‘Men
believe moft of thofe Stories to be falfe; and yet
almoft all believe fome of them to be true, upon
no better Evidence than they rejeék the reft,  ‘I'he
next Story of an old Woman' inhabiting a Cat,
or fiying in the Air upon a Broomftick, fets them
a ftaring, and puts their Incredulity to 3 Nonplus,
We often hear of a Spirit appearing to difcover a
Silver Spoon, a Purfe of hidden Money, or per-
haps a private Murder; but are never told of a
'l'{raut, who by private Murders has flaughtered
‘Thoufands, and Ey publick Butcheries deftroyed
Millions, ever dragged out of his Court by good
or evil Spirits, as a Terror to fuch Monfters ;
Such an Inftance would convince all Mankind ;
und if Almighty God thought fit to work by fuch
Engines, and intended that we fhould believe in
them, or any of them, it is impoflible to believe
but that he would take the propercft Mecthods to
gein our Affent,
' ¥rom
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From what [ have faid, and much more which
might be faid, I think I may with great Aflurance
conclude, that thefe capricious and fantaftical Be-
ings are not fuffered to interfere and mingle with
human Aflairs, only to miflcad Men, and inter-
supt them in the Purfuit of their Duty ; nor cam
1ec any Foundation, in Nature, Reafon, or Scrip-
ture, to believe that there are any fuch as they arg
ufually reprefented to us ; which neither agrec and
keep up to the Charadters, Dignity, and Excel-
Jence of good Angels, or the Sagacity, Office, and
Ufe of bad ones, Where arc we commanded to
believe that the Devil plays hide and feek here on

- Earth ; that he is permitted to run up and down
and divert himfelf, by feducing ignorant Men and
Women; killing Pigs, or making them mifcarry ;
entering into Cats, and making Noifes, and play-
ing Monkey-Tricks in Church-yards and empty
Houfcs, or any where elfe here on Earth, but in
gmat;' Heads?

¢ know that he was caft headlong from Hea.
ven, is chained faft in the Regions of the Damn-
€¢d, and kept by the Power of the Almighty from
doing Mifchief to his Creatures ; and to fay the
contrary feems to me the higheft Blafphemy
againlt Heaven itfelf: For when we every Day
fec ard fecl the many Delufions to which fuman
Condition is fubject, how we aré the Propertics of
Impoftors, the Slaves to Tyrants, and perpetual
Dupes of one another, and indeed are fubject to-
daily and endlefs Frauds and Impofitions ; how
fhall we be a Match for the moft fubtle and moft
fagacious Being out of Heaven? And is it pofli-
ble to believe, that the good, merciful, and all-
wife God thould defert, leave, and betray us to fo
unequal
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unequal a Combat, without giving to us fuitable
Precautions, Capacitics, and Powers to defend our-
felves? : -
I thall conclude by obferving, that the Heathen
Poets firft invented thefe Stories, and the Heathen
Pricts flole them from them; 4s Badgers di
Holes for themfelves, and afterwards are ftun
out of them by Foxes,

r Iam, &e.

SATURDAY, June 2, 1722, No. 79,

A furtler Datection of the wulgar Asfurditics abous
Ghyls and Witckes, '

S IR, ;
I H A V E endeavoured, in my laft, to thew, that

no fuch Beings as Spirits and Demons are per-
" mitted by the good God to mingle with, and per-
plex, human Affairs 3 and if my Reafoning be
good, the whole Syftem of Conjurers and Witches
fal's to the Ground: For I think it is agreed by
all, if they have any Powers fupernatural, they
reecive them from Evil Spirits 3 and if thefe have
no fuch Powers themlcives, they can tranimit
them to none clfe, ‘ ‘

But, metlinks, the Advocates for Satan’s Em-
pire lare on Earth aré not very confiftent with
themitdves 3 and in the Werks which they attri-
bute to him, do not Credit enough to his Abikities
and Power, ' ‘

They mate t'is Prince a niighly Emperer

Lt bis Denzanias do fpeak bin proud and pecr.

Tley
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Ttey give him a Power to do Miracles; make
him Prince of the Air, Lord of the hidden Mine-
rals; wife, rich, and powerful, as well as falfe,
treacherous, and wicked; and are foolith and
prefumptuous enough to bring him vpon the Stage
as a Rival for Empire with the Almighty; but ac
the fume time put a Fool's Coat and Cap upon
him, His Skill has hitherto gone no farther than
to cram Pins down Childrens Throats, and throw
them into Fits; to turn Wort, kill Pigs ; to feil
Wirds, (Dog cheap too) to put out Candles, or
to makc_half blind People fee two at once; 1o
Felp Hares to run away from the Dogs; to make
Noifes, or to difcourage his faithful Votaries at
Newgats, by interloping upon their Trade of difs
covering flolen Goodsy and fuch like important
Feats of Demonfh’p.  Aad, what is yet worfe, 1
cannot find in thefe Jaft Eightcen Hundred Years,
that with all his Cunning he has invented one new
I'rick, but goes on in the fame dull Road; fos
there is fcarce a Story told of a Spirit, or a Witch,
who has played Pranks in the pext Parifh, but we
have the fame Story, or one very like it, in Ciie-
10's "'raét De Divinaticne,

He always ?lays at fmall Games, and lives
moftly upon Neck-Beef, His Intrigues are al
with olJ Women, whote Teuts he fucks; (whicl,
by tl.e way, fhews but a feurvy “Tafic) and when
lie has gained Lis Ends of them, feeds them only
with Bread and Water, and gives them a Groat
in their Peckets to buy Tobaccoy whichy in my
Mind, is very ungallant, not to fay niggardiy and
ungenerous, i fo great a Potentate, who has ail
the Rickes of the hidden World within Lis Domi-
wicne, L cannot find, in all my Reading, that le

’ LJS
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has expended as much in Five Hundred Years laft
pafl as would have carried one EleCtion.

Methinks he might have learned a little more
Wit from his faithful Emiffaries here on Earth,
who throw and fcatter about Money, as if there
was never to be an End of it; and get him more
Votaries in a Week, than he ean purchafc for
himfelf in a Century, and put him to not a Penny
of Charge neither ; for they buy People with their
own Money : But to keep fuch a Coil and Clut-
ter about an old Woman, and then leave her to
be hanged, that he may get her into his Clutches a
Month fooner, is very ungrateful 3 and, as I con-
ceive, wholly unfuitable to a Perfon of his Rank
and Figure,

1 fhould have imagined, that it would have
been more agreeable to the Wifdom and Cunning
always attributed to him, in Imitation of his Bet-
ters, to have cpened his Purfe-Strings, and have
purchafed People of more Importance, and who
could do himp more real Service, I fancy that 1
know fome of them, who would be ready to take
his Money, if they knew where he was to be
fpoken with ; and who are Men of nice Honour,
and would not betray or break their Word with
him, whatever they may do with their Countrye.
men,

Befides, T conceive it is very impolitick in cne
of his Sagacity, and in one who has fo many abie
Miniflers in his own Dominions and elfewheie, to
aét fo incautious a Part, It is very well known,
that a Plot difcovered, or a Rebellion quelled, gives
new Credit and Reputation to tl.e Conquerors, who
always make ufe of them to fetdle their own Fm-
pire, citeCtually to fubdue tlcir Encmies, to lelien

thew
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their Powers, and to force them for the moft part
to change Sides; and, in Fa&, one Witch hanged
or drowned, makes old Beelxelub a great many
Adverfaries, and frightens Thoufands from having
any more to do with him.

For thefc Reafons, I doubt, he is fhrewdly be-
Iyed by thofe from whom he might expeét better
Ufage; and that all the Stories commonly told
about, and believed concerning him, are invented
and credited by fuch only as have much lefs Wit,
or not much more Honefty, than himfelf, To
enter into a Detail of them is cndlefs, as well as
unncceflary to my Purpofe ; it having been un-

ueftionably fhewn already by the worthy Dr.

j-!ulrbit;'ﬁtr, (*) from very many Inftances, that
thefe Stories are Fitions, Cheats, or Delufions,
and that the Belief of them is neither confiftent
with Reafon nor Religion. But I fhall add fome
more Obfervations of my own, to what he hath
with great Piety and Judgment publifhed upon this
Subjcgj and fhall begin with tracing the Genea-
Jogy of thefc Phantoms,

Fhe firft Inventers of them, as far as we
know any thing of the Matter, were the Egyp-
tians 3 who believed, that the Spirits of the De-
ccafed always attended their Bodics where-ever
they were depofited ; and therefore embalmed
them with rich Gums and Spices, to preferve
their Figure entire, and entombed them in flatel
Mabfoleums, with cofilly. Apartments for their
Souls to folace in: Which Opinion gave Occafion
to their building the expenfive and ufelefs Pyra-
mids, to receive Souls of a higher Degree, From
Epypt thefe airy Beings were tranfplanted into

(*) Bitop cf Powar and Connor in licland.
GN’!'”,
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Grecce, and thence to Rome ; and the Greek and
Roman Pocts embellighed their FiGtions with them,
and the Priefts made their Advantages of them ;
and both Pricfts and Pocts added many more In-
ventions of their own: I'hey filled their Wood:,
Groves, Rivers, Rocks, Houfes, and the Air it-
felf, with Romantick Deities: ‘I'hey had their
Demi-Gods, Satyrs, Dryads, Hemi-Dryads, Pe-
nates, Lares, Fauns, Nymphs, &%, And when
the general Belief of the Exiftence of fuch Beings
was well eftablithed, without doubt they were often
feer, and talked with, .

For Fear ds Things fi liks ¢ Witch,
*Tis bard 1o find out wobich is which,

< b

They animated almoft every Thing in Nature
and attributed even the Paflions and Qualities of
the Mind to peculiar Deitics, who prefided over
them, or direCed and caufed them : Mars infpired
Courage and Magnanimity ; Venus, Love y Mer-
€y, E’unning; and Aperls and his Mufes, Wif.
dom, and poctick Raptures, &%, A Good -and
-Evil Genius attended every Man, and his Virtues
and Vices were efteemed to be Spirits: A wicked
Man Lad an evil Spiriey a vistuous Man, a good
one; a Wrangler had a Spirit of Contradiction
Pesple who could not fpeak, had a dumb Spirit 3
a malicict> Man, a Spirit of Envy; and ore
who veanted Veracity, a Spirit of Lying ; and
foon, Diflempers tco which were uncommon,
and could not eafily be accounted for, as Apo-
prexies, Epilepfies, and other Fits and Trances,
were imputed to Spirits and Demons 5 and at laf}
thefe Dolufion:, which wae only the Sallis of

Poets,
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Poets, or the Inventions of Pricfls, became the
real Opinions and Religion of the common People,
who are always ready to lick up the Froth of their
Betters,

When the Heathens came into Chriftianity,
they brought in thefe Phantoms with them, and
accounted for oracular Prediftions, ard the odher
Ckeats and Juggles of their former Prictts, by
the Powers of thefc Damons ; and the Popith
Priefts have fince improved upon their Pagan Pre-
deceflors, and made their Ficticns turn to a much
better Account than putting them in Verle, ‘f'le
Heatlien Dryads and Nyn:phs were c¢hanged into
Fairies ; Geed and Evil Genii into Conjuiers and
Black and White Witches; and Szints are made
to fupply the Offices of Demi-Gods : and by this
Jucky T'urn they made a very gocd Penny of their
Charms, Exorcifms, Beads, Relicks, and Holy
Water ; and were paid for many Mafles, to in-
voke their Saints ; in whom, it tglems, they had a
ver% good Intereft,

“here was fcarce a Church-yard, an old or
empty Houfe, which was not peftered with thefe
airy Inhabitants ; nor a Man who had murdered
himfecif, or who was murdered by another, or had
forgot fomething in his Life-time, who did not
appear to tell his own Story; nor could te per-
fuaded to quit his new Abode, till the Holy Man
had laid him in the Red-Sea; who, without doubt,
was very well paid for his Skill and Pains. We
may ke fure o gainful 2 T'radc was duly cherithed
and cultivated by conftant Jupgles and Impoftures,
and all Advantages were taken of furprizing and
unufusl Phienomena’s of Nature, By the Help of
Glafles, uvrufual Voices and Noifes, Phofphorus,

Magick
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Magick Lanthorns, Feats of Legerdemain, and
Collufion and Confederacy, thefe Prejudices were
artfully kept up, and weak and enthufiaftick Peo-
ple were made to believe, fometimes to fee, and
afterwards to publith to others their Vifions, or
whatever ¢lfe their Deceivers had Occafion for ;
whofe Power at the fame time was fo great, that
the few intellizent Men who faw and detefted thefe
Impicties, durft nct contend with the Prejudices
;)’f tl;!e People, abeited by the Rage of the Popith
rieats,

Many of our firlt Reformers were but weak
Men, and I doubt fome of them were not very
honeft ones 3 and therefore generally fell into thefe
Stories: However, they loft a great deal of Ground
in Queen Elizahe’s Reign ; but were returned
wpon us with a fuill Swing by her Succeffor, who
trovzht from Scotlind with him whole Legions of
thefe fubterrancan Inhabitants; who, methinks,
fhould more properly have come from a warmer
Climate, That bright, fagacious, and Royal Au-
thor wrote and publithed a very learned Book of
Demonology, wiich effeCtually confuted all Dif
belicvers 3 for fure no Man, who hoped for any
Preferment, Ecclefiaftical or Civil, would have
the ill Manners to difpute his Majefty’s great Judz-
ment and Royal Authority. When Ners pro-
claimed himfelf the beft Poet in his Dominions by
Sound of Trumpet, no Man durft contend for the
Laurel with one who had Fifty Legions at his
Command, So an A& of Parliament was pafled
for hanging of Witches; and his Majefty himfelf
was ig(raciouﬂy pleafed to inform his ]ud,ges by what
Marks they might be known; and many of them
were hanged accordingly: But, as ill Luck viould

1ave
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have it, they multiplied like the Blood of the Mar-
tyrs; and the more they hanged, the more were
Jeft behind, during his whole Reign,

In-King Charles 11s ‘Time they began to de-
creafe again, by letting them alone; till, at the
End of the Civil War, a new Set of Saints got
into the Saddle; ard then again a frefh Perfecu-
tion began againft old Women, who were hanged
plentitully at cvery Aflizes,

Some only for net being drown’d,

Oors for furing alove Grownd

12%sle Days ard Nights upon their Breeches,
Aad feeling Painy were bang'd for Witches,

There were profefled Witch-Finders, who
knewr them 2t firft Sickt 3 fo that there was fearce
a poor, withered, old Wretch, witha Molcor a
Wart in any Purt of ker Body, but was in Dan-
ger of her Life,
~ When King Ctarles 11, returned, and the No-
bility, Clergy, and Gentry refumed their proper
Seats, old Women began again to live and die in
Quiet § and, during that Prince’s long Reign, there
were but few Inflances of Witches hanged ; and,
confidering the Prepofleflions of the People, occa-
fioned by fo many late Murders, under the Pre-
tences of Zeal, it is not to be wondered at if there
were a few ;. But fince the Rewlution there has not,
as I remember, been one Witch hanged 5 nor do
I think that one Lawyer in England would con-
demn one, or any fpecial Jury of Gentlemen find
her guilty 3 though we are often told, and, if we
may judge by other Effc@ts, have Reafon to be-
lieve, that Satan is as bufy now as he has been in
the Memory of Man, B

ut
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But in a ncizhbouring Country Witches aré
a'muft as plentifal as ever ; for 2s foon as the Suce
cofrs of the aforefaid Holy Men came into Play
azain, and ruldd the Farth, they turned as they
ufually do upon their old Berelz&or, and hanged
immediately a Dozen or two of his Accemplices;
and did the famz foon after in Newo-LEngland, of
which fome were poor Quateis 3 (whom they
could not be permiticd to hang merely for wart of
Orthadoxy) and it is thought thore was net an
oM Waomin in Fainlond (who was uafie for Uie)
Lat would have undergone the fun2 Fate, if the
Govertment Fal not interpefed,

Notwithflanding this, I do rot find that the
Davil has in the leaft changed his Meafures, or is
more afraid of the Saints than he ufed to Le; but
is conflantly working under their Nofes, and every
“now and anon kidnapping fome of thelr Flocks
bat it is always of fuch as can pay no Fithes : for
it is azreed by all, that a litle Money in their
Pockets will keep him out: But what feems very
remarkable is, that at the fame time that he makes
fo bolJ with thefe Holy Men, who have Power to
caft him out, he kceps a refpeclii Diftance frem
Men of carnal Senfe, and plain natural Under-
ftandings; and moft of all from thofe incredulous
Perfons, who cannot be perfuaded to believe that
the merciful God will permit him to outwit and
deftroy ignorant and unwary Chriftians, whom
the Saviour of the Wosld died to redeem frem Lis
Power,

I'his is fo true, that thofe Stories are believed
through the Worll, in exact Proportion to the
Iznorance of the People, and the Integrity of
their Clergy, and the fafluence which they have

¢yl
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over their Flocks, In Popith Countrles there is a
Spirit or Witch in every Parifh, in Dcfance of
lioly Water, and of conflant Pater Nefiers; ond
there are more of them in ignorant Popith Coune
tries than in knowing ones, in poor than in rich
onesy and they appear oftener in arbitrary Go-
vernmeats than in free States, The King of
Srain’s and Pope’s Dominicns have moie of them
than Frince and tke Gerrian Principalities, where
Pricflcraft does not ride fo trivmphant ; «nd thefe
have more than Fenice, Genca, and the Popilh
Hans Towns, _ :

V'he fame is equally true of Proteftant Coun-
tiies: JMafiny, g;w. 'ny Denmarky, and Leplond,
Lave more of them than Serred ad Lrlioidy end
Sesthind and Delond more than Erglind, where o
Clergymen of any Credit abet thefe Frauds; ard
cenfequently the Devil's Empire here is almeft at
an End, how confiderable foever it has Leon fore
mcrly s and in Azderd Le Las nabing at ail 1 dog
though that Countiy Les {0 ter 1is other Ferie-
torics, that | wonder Le fhould nat fomaines
fhorten his Journey, o at least now znd then ke
_itin Lis Way, tiovgh ouly to try what miy be
done amorg the Hogun Algaws, .

Frem all that Las been said I think T may rea-
forably conclude, that Leis kept at Home by the
Wiil ot the A'mighy, futfering the Punifhnicnt
due to Lis Rebeliion; and lias no Power over ctives,
Gl for thdir Difcteviace o the Comnands of
Honveo, they are ddivered into his Cuflody 1o te
tennenied, and made jult Odidh of Divire Ven-
geance; And Ifall tehe die Lizerty further 1o
addy that true Relgion is fo wed fupported Ly
Reafon aad Revelaion, that thess s o Necetuty

[
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of telling Lyes in its Defence, and putting it upon

the fame Bottom with the Heathen Superftitions,

and the Popith Forgerics and Impoftures ; which,

when difcovered, will make ‘Twenty Infidels for
One true Belicver that is made by fuch Methods.

T : :
Iam, &c,

" SATURDAY, Juneg, 1722, No. 8o,

That the two great Pam'n‘ in England do nat diﬁé‘k
/3 much as they think in Principles of Puliticks,

$ 7R,

j‘[dd-i&wl tells us, that it is rare to find out &
Man perfedtly good or perfectly bad : Men
generally fwim between the two Extremes; and
fcarce any Man is as good as he himfelf, his
Friends, or his Party, make him; or as bad as he
is reprefented by his perfonal or party Enemies,
Ask a IVbig the Chara&er of a neighbouring o1y,
and he reprefents him as a?'aubite, an Enemy to
publck Liberty, and a Perfecutor 3 and, on the
other Side, if you enquire the other’s Character
from his Tory Godfather out of Baptifm, he fhall
pafs for a Commonwealth’s Man, an Encmy to
all forts of Monarchy, and an Encourager of all
kinds of Licentioufnefs and Faction: whereas an
tndiFerent Man, converfing with each of them,
fhali find both dim at the fame Thing, and their
Oppofition to proceed only from their not con-
verfing together, from an Intention to thwart one
another, or from the Intrigues of thofe who reip
Advan-
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Advantage by fetting them together by the Ears,
*Tis too great a Compliment to pay to our Advers
faries, to fuppofe them to aé vpon a miftaken
Principle againtt their real Intereft; and it is cer-
tainly the Intereft of every Man to be free from
Oppreflion; and he will join in Meafures to be fo,
if he b not terrified by the Fear of greater Op-
preflion, It is undoubtedly true, that there are
many Facbites in England § but it is thinking bet-
ter of them than they deferve, to belicve that they
will be fo againft their own Interefts: Ard there-
fore, excepting the very Few who can hope to
reccive the Advantages of fuch a Revolution, the
reft may be converted, by fhewing them that they
can find better Protection and Security from the
prefent Eftablithment, than by hazarding their
Lives and Eftatcs, and their Country’s Happincfs,
in bringing their Defigns to pafs. The only dan-
gerous Facbites that 1 ever feared, were thofe who
took the fame Methods” to keep out the Son as
turncd out the Father,

Whiltt Men cnjoy Protetion, Plenty, and
Happinefs, they will always defire to continue
them, and never look after Revolutions; but when
they lofe, or fancy that they lofe, thofe Advanta-
ges, which they ever will think they have a Right
to enjoy, they will endeavour to change their Con-
dition, though in the Attempt they often change
it for the worfc: Whoever therefore would en-
deavour to preferve a prefent Eftablithment, muft
make the People eafy and contented under it, and
to find their own Account in the Continuance of
it The Infiruments of T'yranny &of which [
hepe we flill never have any amongft us) are ne-
ver to be depended upon in ‘any Exigency 3 theﬁ

Wi
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will always be able to fhift for themfelves, and know
how to make an Intereft with a new Government,
by betraying the old: which was the Cafe of the
late King Fames, and will ever be the Cafe of
others in the like Circumftances, R

Every Man therefore, - who is fincerely and
heartily attached to the Intereft of his prefent
M:jefty, will endcavour to cherith, cultivate, and
make a proper Ufz of his excellent Difpofitions to
protect and make his People happy, and to pre-
ferve our Contlitution in Church and State upon
its true and folid Bafis, Ol Land-Marks are nc-
ver to be removed, without producing Contefts
and Law Suits, which for the moft part ruin both
Parties.  We bhave an excellent Conflitut'on at
prefenty and if not the beft which can be formed
in a Utgpian Coinmonwealth, yet I doubt the bett
that we are capable of receiving. -‘I'he prefent
Digtribution of Property renders us incapable of
changing it for the better 5 and probably any At-
tempt to change it for the better, would conclude
in an abfojuie Monarchy, There are fo many
Interefts engaged to fupport it, that whoever gets
Power enough to deitroy thefe Interefts, will have
Power enough to fet up bimflf 3 as Qliver Crom-
swed did, and every one elie will do, in the fame
Circumitances; or at lealty no wifc Man will trutt
to his Moderation.

MNo Maun of Senfe and Fortune will venture
the Happinefs which he is in full Pofictiion of, for
imaginary Viticns 3 and throw the Dice for his
own Eftate: Such defperate Gameflers carry their
W hole about them; and their future Expcé‘,&ﬁuns
depend upon Confufion, and the Mifery of othiers:
but fuch as have much to feir, and litde to hop:

fory
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for, will acquicfce in their prefent Condition,
T his being the true Circumftance of the Nobility,
Clergy, Gontry, rich Merchants, and the Bod
of the People, 1 hope they will concur in fuch
Meafures as will moft effectually preferve our pre-
fent Eftablithment, and fupport the jutt Rights of
the Crown, and the Liberties of the Pcople, op-
pofe all Ufurpations on either Side, and endeavour,
in the moft exemplary Manncr, to punith all who
fhall dare to interpofe between the King and the
Subjeét, and fpoil that Harmony which alone car
make them both happy. :

"This is the Intereit of all Partics, and of every
Man in them, (except a very few, who make
their Market of the others Differences) and [ could
never yetfee a jult Bone of Contention between
them, It can {)c of no Cenfequence to either
Party, if they are governod well, whether 2 Man
of one Denomination or another governs them ;
and if they are opprefled, it is no Confolation,
that it is done by one whom they formerly called
a Friend ; whereas if they would agree together,
no one durlt opprefs them, Thofe who are called
1bigs, have no Intention to injure the legal
Eftablithment of the Church; and Seven Years
Experience, when they have had the whole Power
in their Hands, may convince any onc that they
did not intend it ; and the Teries tekl us, that they
defirs no more than that Eftablifhment, and have
no "Thoughts of breaking in upon the Al of
Toleration, which is the Right of all Mankind,
‘The IV}igs can have no Motive (o do_the One,
nor the Tories the Other, when Party Oppofition
is laid afide ; for how is a J#%ig injured by ano-
ther's receiving Advantages which he has no Right

Vor llL ¥ 10y
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to, and receives no Prejudice by, but may reccive
Benefic from, by praviding for his Children, Re-
lations, or Friends ? And how is a Tory injured in
a quict Neighbour’s worfhipping God in_his own
Way, aoy more than if he did not woithip, him
at all} which is the Cafe of Thoufands who ; are
unmolefted ! The Diftin&tiops about Government
are at an end: Moft of the Tories are athamed of
theic old arbitrary Principles, and many of the
modern J¥bigs ought to be athamed of taking
themup; and . infccd they have noRight to e-
proach one another with cither Pralices or Prin-
ciples: for both have fhewn their wrong Ends in
their Furns; and they have brought Matters at
Jaft to that pafs, that whillt they have been throw-
ing the Dice for V'&ory, Sharpers have been draw-
ing the Stakes, i
Indced, I cannot fce what we differ about :
We fight at Blindman’s-Buff, and fall upon our
Friends, as well as Enemics,  All the Grounds of
'Diftin&ion are nowat an end, and the honeft and
wife Men of all Parties mean the fame Thing,
“and ought to lay afide and forget the old Nanics,
and become one Party for Liberty, before that
Name is lorgotten too, It is yet in our Power
to fuve ourfzlves, We are fure we huve a Prince,
who his every Difpofition to help us, if we lend
our own Aflittance, and frew him the Means of
doing it ; and we are anlwerable to God, our
Country, and ourfelves, if we do not ufc our
own Endeavours,  ‘Fhe Means are eafy, obvious,
and Jegal 3 and the Motives as ftrong as ever did,
or ever cany happen in any Circumitance of hu-
nan Affairs, It is no leis than the Safety and
Prefervation of the beft King, and the beit Con-
’ fitytion
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fitution upon Earth, and irdced of almoft the
only People amongl® whom there are” any Re-
maing of Liberty, Knowledge, or true Religion 3
all which degend upon the fteady, loyaly-and wni-
form Proceedings of -the next Parliament,. . - <¢

For my own Part,' I Navé no Quatrel to Names
or Perfons, and would join in any juft Mcafures,
or with any Party, ¢o fave the Kingdom § and
will oppofe, to the utmoft of my Power, all who
will not 3 and I believe that there are T houfands
of the fame Seatiments; and methinks - Great
Men fhould accept fo favourable a Difpofition - to
for‘gct the Mifchiefs which Ambition,” Covetouf-
nefs, or Inadvertency have brought upon us, - We
will not look with Eagles Eyes into paft Faults,
provided a proper Atonement is made by - future
Scrvices 3 nor envy particular Mens growing rich,
if they will let the Publick thrive with them ;
and «it is certainly fafer, and more creditable, ta
do fo by the Confent of thelr Countrymen, than
by conftant Struggles, Broils, and Contention, te
overcome popular Oppofition ; which muft get the
better at laft, or their Country, and probably they
themfelves, muft be buried in it,

England is yet in a Condition to make the For-
tunes of a few Men, if they are not in too much
hafte to make them ; and will confent, ar con-
. nive at their doing fo, if they deferve well in other
Refpe@s,  There are many ufclefs, and yet pro-
fitable, Employments in England, and few Men
are concerned how they are difpofed of 3 whether
to Lords Vakts, or whether they are the Perqui-
fites of foreign or domeftick Favourites, provided
the Offices which regard the Admijniftration of
Jutice, of the State, Church, ar Revenuc, be

properly

.
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properly beflowed.” Thofe who have the Fortune
to get into the higheft Stations, will expe@t to
yaife fuitable Eftates, efpecially when they have in
a great meafure the Means in their Hands of ma-
king them, and the Power of carving for them-
felves 3 and all but Rivals will compound for their
doing it by fuch Ways as are confiftent with the
publick Benefit, or fuch as the Publick does not
fuffer much by 3 and I doubt the legal Advantages
belonging to few Offices in Englond will anfwer
the ExpeQations of Men in the firft Station, *
¢ Tt is often urged, That Princes muft be ferv
upoa their own Terms, and their Servants muft
fometimes comﬁ{v againft their Inclinations, to
peevent greater Mifchiefs; which F believe is rarcs
Jy the Cafe. I confefs, Princes ought and muft be
always treated with Tenderncfs and Delicacy, and
Regard muft be had to their Opinions or Prejudi-
cés ;' but it is fo mich their Intereft to be honour-
ed ahd beloved by their People, (who froma thoy-
fand Motives will be always ready' to make them
perfonally eafy, and to gratify even their wanton
Jefires, when they aré not abfolutely deftructive to
themfelves) that there is much lefs Addrefs and
Management neceffary to thew them their rea) In-'
tereft, and bring them into it, than to"engage theny'
in’ Defigas which will ever produce Difaffedion®
and Danger ; and it is certainly “the Intercft of
their Minifiers and Servants, rathér to fet them-
feives at the Head of publick Benevolences, and re-
¢ceive the ‘Thanks amf Applaufe due to fuch Bene«
fits, than to havethem extorted from.them always
with gencral Cutfes and Deteftation, and often with,
I S H Lo

petfonal Hazaed, - o
i ’I. LT o 1"””, &C.
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 8aA 'r'uuuv, Fune xé, 1722, ,‘Nb.?Sx,
The Eflablifted Church of England in ‘w0 Darger
, - from D’z‘]mleg. o

S IR, .
I H A V E in my laft Letter faid, that no wife:

Man will remove ancient Land-Marks; and
_ for the imaginary Profpect of enjoying fomething
which he docs not enjoy, and has a Mind to en-
joys ‘run the Hazard of lofing what he is already
in Pofleflion of. Thofe who %\ave nothing to lofe,
can Jofe nothing by their Feats of Knight-Erran-
try; but thofe that have, are feldom Gainers by
them, I confidered this Subjeck in that Paper as
it regarded the State 3 and I fhall do it here with
relation to our Church Differences,  The Con-
ftitution of our Church is excellently well adapt-
ed to our Civil Government, Ihe Bifliops an-
fwer to ‘the f.ords, and the inferior Clergy to the
Conunons in the State; and all are fubieét to the
Jegiflative Power mediately, and immcdiately to
the Crown, The King has the Power of cre-
ating the chicf Ecclefiaftical Officers, as he has
of creating the Civil ; and they both receive their
Beings and Exiftence from him and confequently
they muft ever be in the Interet of Monarchy,
and thc Monarch muft ever be in the Intereft of
an Eftablithment from which he derives fo much
Power, The Nobility and Gentry too, whofe
Birth, Chara&er, and Fortunes always give them
the Means of eafy Accefs to the Throac, nng:

Fis
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becc;uag}l)' in the fame Intereft ; for, as no Man
can fuffer by another’s enjoying Pofleflions which
he bas no Right or Pretefice to; fo they will fhare
largely, in thefe Poffefions, by hdving more fre-
quent and better Opportunities than their Fetlow-
.u;e&s,' of preferving ‘theis Children,’ Relations,
Frieads, and Dependents’; not to mention what
Prefentations they have in their own Power,  In-
decd, every Man, of any Condition, has an In-
tereft in thém,’ a$ he hasa Chance of tharing Prec
ferments himfelf, or getting them for his Family:
and therefore it is wild to fear that any Intercht 1a
England can thake an Eftablithment which fo'many
Interefts mufl concur to fupport ; unlefs thofe who
are in Pofleflion of its Advantages fhould, by en-
deavouring to take away from others their Rights,
force them to make Reprizals, and to do what, [
dare fay, ri6 Man in g»g’!and' now intends, and
Lutfew defire,- ¢ 0 e et
{ have wondered, therefore, to hear fcime Men
of good Underftanding and unqueftionable Jnte-
grity apprehend any Danger to the legal Confli-
tuton of the Churth, and cannct guefs frem
wkat Quarter they can fear it.  The Jadependents,
Ashaprifls, and Quakets, are no Candidatés - for
Ecslehaftical Power, but are by Principte’ sgaint
all Church Eftablifbments amongft themfelves,
The Quakers have no Clergy at ally and the T'wo
former allow their Miniftets no Superiority above
~ the reft of their Congregations 5 and ‘it is certain,
that all of thém have much more favourable Opi-
wons of the Nationial Clergy than of thé Prestyre-
+!ans, (the only Rivals for Church-Power) from
wl-om they apprehend,and have always fouhd,much
wosfe Ufage than from the Church,  They (r!e-
: tre
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fire nothing but Liberty . of Confcience, and do
not- eovy others Preferments which they cannot
enjoy themfelves, It is true, the Presbyterians arg
Candidates for Chyrch-Dominion; and without
doubt their Priefts have Hawk's Eyes at the Church
Prefetments, and wifh often for them, if Withed
would get them ; but what Facility, or, indeed,
Poftibility, have they of obtaining them ! They
are an inconfiderable Body as to their Number;
and 3s to their Figure, lefs 3 and as they grow
sich, and leave Eftates behind them, their Sons
sfor the moft past) defert their Congregations and

ntereft : Belides, they are divided now into T'wo
Parties, viz, the Subfiribers, and Nonfubferibers s
the Jatter of which, much the moft confiderable
for Fortune and Under@tanding, atecome,’ for the
moft part, into the Principles of gengral Liberty
and Independency, nor will ever trufy theic Clere
gy with the Power which they pretend fo, and
which they claim from Scripture ; and, by degrees
many of thefe, in all probability, will come into
the Church, e
No Prince can ever be in thg Intereft of Prefs
yiery 5 and I belicve thae there never was one in
the World who \was. a srue Pregigterian: fos, as
that Gaovernment :is purcly Democraticaly fo it is
calculated only fos a popular Statey and, io Fadt,
fublifts no where eife in the World, unlefs in S+
liud, where there have been frequent Struggles be:
tween the Crown and them,  King ffm th:
Yirlt was fo plagued with them, that he was vi-
fibly partial to the ng{/h againtt them ; Charles the
Firft, by Violence, deftroyed their Eftablithment ;
and f(ing Charlgs the Sccond, though called in by
than, and fupported by them againft his Parlia-
. | 3 ment,
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ment, yet immediately turned upon them : For,
thaugh they would have been glad to have had a
King. modglled .to ferve their Purpofes, yet that
King had more Wit than to have them, For the
fame Reafons, the Nobility and Geritry of fey
Countrics, who by ‘thew Births, Fortunes, and
pear Accefs to the T'hrone, claim and enjoy a
Diftintion above the inferior Rank of Mankind,
can never be heartily in the Intere(t of that Sert of
Government; and it is caitain, that many of the
Nobility and Gentry in Seotland have never been
faveurable to it.  And this is’ the true, perhaps
the chief, Reafon why fo many of them now are
Fecdbites. ., ' '

"The Preilyterian Clergy claim a Right, from
Scripture, to be independent of the Civil Power
in all Things which relate to Spirituals, of which
they pretend to be Judges 5 and, in Fadt, their Sy-
nods in Scatland, whatever they do now, formerly
did net allow the Crown Power to adjourn or dif-
folve them, though they were forced to fubmit to
ity and I am told, at prefent, they always ad-
journ by their own Authority, though they take
efpecial Care it fhall be to the fame Time that
the Crown appoints ; which flill keeps up their
Claim azainft a proper Qccafion, T do not
avouch the Truth of this, and hope that it is not
true,  Now it is certain, that the Nobilit; and
Gentry of England, who have aCtually the Power
of governing their Clergy, will never be governed
by them, whatever Vifigns weak Men of any De-
nomination may flatter themfelves with; nor will
ever fubmit to the Presbyterian Difcipline, and to
let Monks and Cynicks govern their Families,
turn the Heads of their Wives, Ghildren, and Ser-

vants,
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vants, and controul their own A&tions, Nor wil
the othér Seftaries, as has been (aid, who are al-
seady pofleffed of a free Liberty of Confcicnce,
endeavpur to put Power in the Hands of thofe who
will be fure to, take it away; as they did ip New-
Englind, " thoogh they went there to get it for
thentfelvés, ' So that the Danger of fetding Pref-
bytery in England is a mere Chiméra; and when,
by the Chance of along Civil War, they were
aQually got in Poffeflion of & Power, which du-
sing the Continuance of it they difclaimed, they
could hot hold it even for a few Years, - - =

The only Ball of Contention which feerhs - to
be now amongft Churchmen, is the Sacramental
‘Telt, which excludes Diflenters from Offices;
which they think they havé a Right to in com-
mon with their Fellow-Subje&s, having done no-
thing to forfeit it: But this feems to nie to be a
Difpute only about a Non-entity: for it is cer-
tain, that not one Diffenter in England would be
in" any Office of Value, if . that Law was repeal
ed, more than thcre are now; for they always
qualify themfelves, if they can get good Pla-
ces, and take Advantage of the Law to keep
themfelves out of chargeable ones: fo that the
.Churchmen alone (uffer by that: Statate, * The
"King, by A& of Parliament, as well as Intereft
and Edugcation, will beof the Eftablithed Church g
and the Nobility are all, or almoft all, fo too
and no Doubt bus they will give the Preference in
all Preferments to  thofe .of their own Opinions : »
nor can i¢ cver happen but that Mén; who can
have Qualifications to fill 4nj confiderable Em<
ployments, will have Wit ehough to find oyt that
there is no religious Diﬂ';:’rencc between thé Churd;
. 5 an
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and Presbyrerion EQtablithments, except in tho In-
teredts of their Clergy; which no wife Man will
th't x cosfiderable enough to differ aboue, and to
fep:rate upon that Score from: the National Difcl-
pl.ney very few exceptedy*who iwill ind their Ac-
€ount in fetting themfelves'at the, Head of & ¥ ac-
. tion, and felling it. - So that ¢hisQueltion appears
to me only to be ‘a’ Party Puntto, and - fearce
worth asking on the one Side, or denying on the
other, T hofe amongfl the /#bigs, who moft de-
fire it, would not have the Appearance of Perfe-
cution ftand in 2 Law, when in Effe&t there is no
seal Perfecution § and it is certainly the Intéreft of
the Clergy 16 " gratify and- oblige- their: diflenting
Brethren in what cofts them nothing: for one
A& of Kindnefs will make more Converts ‘in a
Year, than they can make by Preaching at them
in Twenty 3 however, till ¢ ez fee - the Advan~
tage in doing it themfelves, I think that.no pri.
dent Man will give them any Caufe: of Jealoufy,
by doing it agaiitft their Confent, .+ .cof v 0
" This being, as I conceive, the true State of
our Church Differences, I fhall conclude this Let-
ter, by Apglication to our National Clergy. - It
is’ ot to be wondered aty: that fo many: of their
Predeceflots regretted the Diminution which  they
fuffered of: their forstier. Revenues ‘and Grandeur
at the Reformation 3 “and thae they often Jooked
back with withing Eyes,' and ¢ould not eafily lofe
Sight of fo sgrecable a Profpe®, without weigh.
ing enough - the Impoflibility of rccovering their
loit Power from the’ Crown, and :their ‘Lands
from the Nobility and Gentry, who had got Pof-
feffon of them 1 Indeed it would have been a
Wondes if they had done otherwife, But now ali.
o snoft,
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moft Two Hundred Years Expéricnce n:g con-
vince them of the Imgoﬂibi]ity of fucceeding in
fuch & Defign. .- They bave once loft All, by ea-
deavouring to recover a Part ; and lately had like
to have loft their Poffeflions and Religion too, b
attempting togive - the Crown 3 Power, which
they tntended fhould be employed for their . own
Benefit, but was aétually ufed againft shem 3 and
I hope they are now pretty generally of Opinion,
that it is their Intereft to ftand to their prefent
Eftatlitbment, and be contented with the fame
Security for their own Pofleflions as the reft of
their Fellow-Subjes have, and to join with them
il:: thdc Defence of Liberty, and the Laws of: the

and, : D

. I fee, with a great deal of Pleafure, many of

them faJling into thefe Opinions; and bope, that it
will foon be the Opinion of the greatelt Part of
them 3 and then I dare boldly afirm; that: all re-
ligious Diftintioas will foon.be at an end, .which
are now kept up more by Party Animofities, than
any eflential Difierence of Opinion : for Men will
always Ry from the Sentiments of . thofe whofe
Perfons. they hate, - and whofe Oppreflion they
fear ; and fuch as are liptle concerned aboue Me-
taphyficaly andy as they think, ufclefs, Notions in
Divinity, will i!oppon any Party againft thofe who
would opprefs all ; and therefore the moft laudable,
and indeed only Way of the Clergy’s being fafe
themfelves, is to make other People fafe; and then.
they will have the good Withes, the Relpe&, and
Protc@tion of every hooeft Man in England ; and
Multitudes of . the  Diffentors, wha will aot be.
frightencd or bullied out of their Opinions, will
ucofibly quit them of their own Accord, if it be.
only
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- only to fave the Charge of paying feparate Mini-
fters, and to be in the Fafhion, when they can
once give themfelves Leave to confider cooly,
that they differ about nothing, or nothing that is
cffential to Religion, or their own Interefls, « The
Heas of the Sun made the Traveller immediatel
quit his Cloak, when the Bluftering of the Nort
W!‘i\‘d had made him wrap it clofer about him,

: I am, &c,

- s — o _—
v— i o . +

. Satumr na%v, 7:4}':“:'3, 1732, No. 82,
Tk Folly and Charatturs 2[ Sfuch as would everthrow
the prefens Eftablifhment, ‘

S IR, . - , :

T gives equal Occafion of Mirth and Concern

to wife Men, to fee fo many of the other fort,
Perfons of - l'eemin%t Reverence, and_ with grave
Faces, exerting themfelves gvith Warmth and
Zea) for Opinions and Parties, - with each a fepa.
rate T'rdin or Chorus of leffer and fubordinate .
Plancts attending their Motions, and dancing af-
ter them, Whoever views thefe folemn Specires
at a Diftance, will fce nothing but Confkience,
Contempt of worldly Honours and Prefermente,
and Minds fuperior to all Temptations 3  whereas
all this Grimace, to a nice Obferver, will appear -
enly to be a Project for picking Pockets, and get- .
ting away other People’s Money ; which, in rea-
lity, at prefent makes, and ever did make, moft

of - the Squabbles which at any "I'ime bave diﬂurbl-
[
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ed the World, This. I may 'poflibly hereafter
fhew to be true, in moft ' of - the confpicuous In-
flances of publick and private Life ; but at prefent
I thall confine myfelf to thofe Gemlemen who

deal in Revolutions, v 1 ooen DT

There are a oonfiderable Number of Polititi- -
ans in €l Governments, ‘who' are‘always Enemids
to the prefent Eftablithment ;- not becaufe it.is an
ill one, or becaufe thefe who adminifter it betrdy
their Truft, (which is a juft and reafonable Ground
of Complaint) but becaufe they themfelves are not
init: If they are fo, all is well 5 but if they can<
not be accepted upon their own Terms, or are af-
terwards turned out for Misbchaviodr, then upon
a fudden there is no Faith in Man, Fundamentals
are ftruck at, no honeft Man can ferve, and keep
his Integrity, and there is no Remedy but a total
Change j and if that happen, and they can get
intongower, nothing is mended but their own
Faces and their Fortunes, MWithout doubt, every |
Man has & Right to Libertyh, and ‘to come at it
by all Ways which do not bring a greater Incon-
venicnce with it than the Benefic propofed pro-
mifes Advantage y and all juft Attempts of that -
kind are commendable : but I fpeak now of & fort
of Cattle, who think of nothing but their Fod-
der, who do not care whofoeds them, of who'is -~
their Malter, provided they have a Belly-fully nor
whether it be lawful Pafture; ‘or ‘Trefpafs and En-
croachment upon the noighbouring Soily -~ *

I am fo unfortunate as always to think, that a
Man who is a Knave in his privat¢ Dealings, will
never be a Saint in Politicks 3 and Whoever does
nct do reafonable and juft Things in refpet to his
Ncighbours, Relations, and Acquaintance, wh»;h

L
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he knows, will have litde real Concern for the
Titles of Princes whom he knows not, Indeced
it feems to me, that there cannot be a greater Ri-
dicule in Nature, than for any Man to pretend to
be concerned for the perfonal Intereft of arother,
whom be is not acquainted with, bas nd Means
of being acquainted with, and a,ln'obably would not
be acquainted with upen cqual Terms, unlefs he
can hope to find a farther Account in it, in going
Snacks with him. \ :

I¢ is certain, that every Man’s Intereft i invols
ved in the Security and Happine(s of a good Prince,
from whom he reccives ProteQion and Liberty 3
but for one who has no Concern for publick or
private Juftice, who does not care what becomes
of his Neighbour’s Rights and Pofleflions,who would
make no Difficulty of cheating any Prince whom
be ferved, or opprefling thofe in his Power ; I fay,
for fuch a one to fet up for Loyalg.v and the right
Line, and to hazard his Life and Family, for Con~
fcience Sake, isfuch a Farce, that if MensT houghts
were not fo wholly taken up with their own Cheat-
ing, that they minded not other People’s, no one
could be deceived by fuch falfe Appearances. ;

I muft beg leave, therefore, of thefe Gentlemen
to take it for granted, that all this Zeal is for them-
fclves, and only a Struggle for Money and Employ-
ments, and to get that by a Revolution, which.
they want Merit or Means to get without it; and
I will here endeavour to fhew them, that they are
taking abundance of Pains, and running much
Hazard, to attain what they will never catch. But
I would not be underftood here-to apply myfelf to
thofe Men who are in defperate Citcumftancesy
and whofc Condition may be bettesed, and caunt?p

C
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be made worfe, by Confufion ; nor to the poor
Vifionaries and Enthufiafts, who are the Cats-Feet
to the former, and are by Nature prepared to be
Dupes and Tools of Ambition and Defignj but to
the very few amongft them who are tolerably eafy
in their own Affairs,  and do not want common
Undesftanding; and to thefo I may fafely fay, that
their Paflions and Prejudices hurry them away from
their real Interefts, to purfus Shadows and Imagi.
nations, and to make thofe whofe Greatnefs they

envy, yet much irenter. AT
o 1 Prince long kept out of what he ealls. his Do«
minions,' will, upon a Refloration, always bring
back with him a Junéo of upftart Mamamouches,
with-a huge ‘Train of half-ftarved Beggars dan-
Eing after them, who thro:}b Neceflity have fol-
wed his Fortunes, flattered his Vices, and will
expeét to have his Ear, and the Difpofal of his
Favours, This ragged Crew, who have been long
the Outeafls of Fortune, know, for the moft part,
nothing of Government, or the Maxims ncceflary
1o preferve ity unlefs to talk about the Divine Righe
of their Matter, and the Injury done ta fo good a
Prince; but with arbitrary {’rinciples picked up in
their T'ravels, Minds foured with Wants and Dif(-
appointments, hungry Bellies, and ravenous and
polluted Claws, finding themfelvey-at once meta-
morphofed from moek Miniflers and Magiftrates
to seal ones, glutted with fudden Plenty, -and riot-
«g in Profufion, which they before enjoyed only
in Imagination, will become of courfe proud, in-
folent, and rapacious, and think of nothing but to
sedeem the Time which they have loft, to raifle
hatly Fortunes, and will endeavour to get them as
they can; and confequently will fell ticir Mafter
to.

’
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to thofe who can or will give moft for Nm;, - which
will be ever thofe who have got ot by keeping
himout... - - .\ AT, . .
‘The Court Langunge will. be immediate]
changed : It will be faid, that, the, Prince my
fubmit %0 the NecefBty of his Affairs; that bis
Enemics muft be broughs into his Jntereft, who
may be otherwife.able 10 perplex hiy new Gaverns
ment 3 and befides, having by, long . Expericncs
been ufed to Employments, and she Management
"of the publick Revenue, muft be continued till
others are oqually qualificd. to fupply their Ofifces 3
- that his Majefty has ». grateful, Memory of the
faithful Services of. his true Eripads 3- that he will
provide for them all by degrees, as faft as the
others can be turncd out ; but, they muft have a
litdle Patience, and not be teo importupate: And
fo, after two or three Years daily Attendance, with
old Coats new furbifbed, fome good Words, now
and then a good Dinner, 30d the Honour of whif-
pering and joking with his .Lordfip, . they will
find themfclves juft whers they fst oyty only with
lefe Money in their Pockets ;- will foe theie Ene-
mizs in Poffeflion of all the Employments ; find
out as laft, that Coyrts and Courticrs arc aljke,
become new Malecontents, -and form themfelves
into 2 Faclion agaipf the Government which they
ventured theis Lives to bring about, : ., .
“This was the Cafe upon the Reftoration of
King Charles . when tive Round-reads had all
the Offices, having got Money enough, winlit
they were in Power, to buy them ; and the poor
ftarved Cawvaidrs, who bad nothing bug a geod
Confcience and paft Scrvices to plead, were'laugh-
- cd aty and ceuld hardly get Admittance into\ the
ALt
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Anti-Chamber, © The Defcendents of thefe are
the modetn ##Hgs ; and of the other, for the
moft part, the prefent Tories, Nor can it happen
otherwife in the Nature of ‘Things: fot thofe who
have po Merit to offer but thelr Money, will al-
ways offer enough of it j-and thofe who want it,
will always take it. © Befides, fuch asare confcious
of their own Deémerit to their Prince, will ufe
double Diligence to pleafe him, and to wipe off

_paft Scores ; whereas thofe who pretend that they
have facrificed All for him, will efteem his Fa-
vours received only as Payments of juft Debts ;
and their ExpcQations are feldom to be fatishied,
or they to be perfuaded that their Services are
enough confidered.  And it muft picceed frem a
confummate lgnnrance in human Nature, not to
kucw, that almoft 2ll Men, and efpecially Princes
and Great Men, would ratker engage new Debtors
to themfeclves, than pay off” old Debts to other
People; would fooner create frefh Dependents, by
conferring Favours which will be efteemed Obli-
gations, than fatisfy the Clamours and Importu-
nities of fuch pretended Creditors and Duns, who
will never be fatisfied, : o

Befides, Princes, for the moft part, think all
that can be done for them is no more than Duty ;
and will throw off old Scrvants, who can do them
no more Good, as eafily as old Shoes ; grow weary
of their Ionﬁ-windod Tales about paft Services, and
will think themfelves at Liberty to purfue their pre-
fent Interefts, and employ fuch wx: are moft ca-
pable of ferving them for the prefent, as thofe un-
doubtedly are who have eftablifhed Interefts, moft
Experience in Aftairs, and Money always at hand

to back their Pretenfions,
Bcfides,
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Befides, when Matters in any Country are pres
pared for a Revolution, the poor ftarved Followers,
or difcontented Well-wifhers to an abdicated Pringe,
will never have the Merit and Honour of making
ity and can never, or very rarelpy: have Powgr
enough to do fo: for thofe who enjoy the: Advans
tages of the Government in Pofleflion, who are
deep in its Councils, command its Fleets and Ar-
mics, and perhaps have made it edious by their
wicked Counfels and A&ions, are always the firf
to veer about, and make their Intereft with the
new Governnent, by being infteumenta} to bring
itin: They have it often in their Power to do it,
and great Sums of Monaey always at command to *
buy their Peace, and very frequently to keep their
Employments; and {o to go on where they left off:
for a poor wandering Prince, eager to get a Crown,
(which he will conceit to be his own) will full into
any Meafures, or join with any Perfons, to obtain
it5 and for the moft part be ready to drop his ne.
celiitous Followers, as eafily as they would drop
him, if they found it equally their Intereft..
+_Of this fort we have pregnant Inftances in the
T riumviri of Reme; ot General Mouk, and others
formerly amongft ourfclves; and of a very great
Lord in the latter End of King Famess Time:
B.t why fhould I name particular Inftances, whea
every Revolution which almoit ever happened in
the World, furnithey us with numerous ones, and
will ever do fo to the End of the Woild ; unlefs
the Power by which the Revolution is made Is o
great, and fo much in the Prince’s Difpofal, that
he is under no Neceflity of kccpinereafures with
anz)?crfon ot Party, but is wholly at Liberty o
foilow his Inglinations, and gramfy his Revcngj

an
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and Paffions ; or'is fo entirely an Inftrument of the
Power which he makes ufe of, or rather which
makes ufe of him, that he muft do’ whatever they
would have him do; as was the Cafe in a good
meafure of Morius: and Splia, . but I think cannct
be- the Cirtumftance of any Perfon now living;
and I hope that few of thofe who with for a Re-
volution would accept it upon thofe Terms.

The flarved Crew, who deal in Rcvolutions,
bre feldom Conjurers in Politicks : for no Man of
Forturie, ‘or a Grain of Underftanding, would
venture & fingle Hair of his Head for the Interctt
of anothery - educated in Pride and Ingratitude,
and very probably one too of whom he knows no-
thing, and whe knows nothing of him, nor will
have the leaft Regard to his Hazard ard Services,
Befides, is not fuch an on¢ a worthy Hero, and
Lis pariicular Intereft a worthy Caute for a Man
of common Scnfe, and tolerable Fertune, to ven-
ture his Life and Eftate for, by involving bis
Country too in a Civil War?

But there is another Reafon Rill bebind, which
Y fear thele doughty Politicians never think of §
namely, that they are doing the Work which they
pretend to oppofe 3 which has fometimes inclined
mé tb belicve, that’'they have been employed and
hired 10 a& 28 they do, - Itis certainy - that their
ill-digefted Libcls, without the leaft Notions of the
Principles of Government, or fhewing the Jeaft -
Difpofition to mend it ; cheir flupid Cant of a Right
in Prinees independent of the Happinefs of the So-
ciety § theirill-mannered Reflexions upon the Per-
fo of the Bovercigny whem moft of them have
fworn 10; and their conftant Inve@ives and Re-
proaches upon all Mcn, who are honefter and w}ilfcr

than
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than themfelves, do more Mifchief to this Couhtry,
than their united Force, Counfels, and Underftand-
ing, could do Good, if they were inclinable todo it.
Weak Men, wbo know or fufpect their De-
fizns, will take no Meafures with them for a ¢om-
mon Good ; and thofe who laugh at their Follies,
and are not afraid of being over-reached and out-
wisted by them, are ever reproached with their
filly Defigns. In fine, they are the only Support
of thofe whom they ptetend moft to abhor; and [
believe I may venture to fay, are the only Friends
in-the Kingdom which fome Perfons of Figure
lately had, without intending to be fo, (
In my next Letter I will endeavour to thew,
that it is impoffible to bring their wild Projects to
bear ; not with any Hopes of making many of
them wifcr, but to convirce better People, that
they ouzht not to be buliicd by the Sound of Fa-
«2itijm, wnd fo diverted from concurring in the
necefiary Meafures to ferve their King, their
Country, and themfelves, by Bugbears and Phan-
toms: for I dare venture to affert, . that there is
no Poffibility of reftoring the Pretender to Eng-
Lind, but by taking fuch Meafures to keep him
out, as willy be more terrible to the People than
letting him in, if fuch can poflibly bc; and Iam
fure that every honeft Man ought to do all in his
Power to prevent any Attempts of that kind,
which we are certain will receive no Countenance
from his Majefty, and, I hope, from none¢ of his

prefent Miniftry,
T Iam, &c.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, Junt 30, 1724, No, 83,
" The vain Hopes of the Pretender and bis Paryy.
N coni o ’
- STRy et :
IHaVe,’p‘r‘ohﬁfed in my laft to fhew, ¢that the
Pretender’'s Game is altogether defperate in
Ergland, unlefs thofe whofe Duty and Intercft in
the higheft manner oblige them to kecp him out,
ave the Way for his Return: And this I fhall do,
E thewing, that there is po Intereft within the
lgingdom, ot oyt of it, capable of bringing about
fuch’a Revolution, and wiﬁing to do it.- JIndeced,
fuch a Convulfion would thake the very Founda-
tions of. the’ Earth, and turn all Nature topfy-
turvy,  God knows, ene Revalution is enough k’)’r
one Age. I do not deny, but fuch an Event
might have been brought about, if favoured by the
Crown, by the Minifters and Officers in Power
under it, and abetted by a greav neighbouring Po-
tentate,  Whiclr Cafe many People (1 hope falfly)
think wds ours in a late Reign; and even then the
Succefs would riot have been certain; and if it had
futteeded, " I dare veyture to be pofitive, that thofe
who had becn ‘moft forward to have brought him
in, would have been amongit the firft to have
turned him out again, ~ . : A
I think no Man is now to learn, that Confcie
ence and the Opinion of Right have little or no-
thing €6 do in Revolutions, but the Refentments
of Men, and the gratifying the Views and Expec-
tations of private Perfons, or of aggregate Bodics 5’
4 an
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and no formidable Set of Men could have found
their Account amongft us, in cortinuing him vpont
the Throne, upon the Terms he muft have fat
there.  He is certainly a very weak Man, a great
Biﬁoc, and of a faturnine and morofe Temper ;
and the near Profpedt of the Poffefion of Three
Crowns could not make him temporize with his
then Intereft, nor difguife his Religion to thofe
who were contented to be deceived, that the

mith deceive others, - And therefore it is impof-
fible to believe, that a Prince fo qualified, provo- |
ked by his Expulfion, acquainted porfonally with
few or none amongft us, and educated in the Re-
ligion and Maxims of France and Roms, refored
by their Means, and fupported by them, would
ad afterwards upon other Maxims than what he
had before imbibed, and what would be conﬂantzfv
inculcated into him by his foreign Tutors abroad,
and his Priefts at home.

Such Condu&@ would quickly have made thofe
who moft efpoufed his Intereft at firft, foon turn
upon him, as they did before upom his Father ;
and fo many Interefts in Zurope were concerned to
fepatate England from a Dependence upon France,
that they would never have wanted a ftrenuous
Affiftange, as his Father found to his Coft, when
all the Popith Princes, except Framce, preferred
the Interefts of their Statés before the Interefts of
their Religion, as Frane itfelf would have done
upon the like Motives, I hope I fhall be forgiven
by the Gentlemen of this Caft of Loyalty, if 1
fiy, that they have fufficiently fhewn to the
World, that tzey will efpoufe the Intereft of no
Prince any longer than he ferves theirs; and 1
wonive it impofible to fuppufc’ a Circumlhlmcc

which
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which that Prince_cogld bs in, to anfwer both
their Views, confidering bis Prejudites and De-
pendences, .

But whatcver might have been ‘va&icablc then,
the Cafe is far othesrwife now. ¢ have a King
upon the Throne, who will not be fung out of his
Dominions, as the late King Fames was: He will
have fome Troops at home, who will certainly
ftand by him: He bas great Dominions of hisown
abroad, and is furc of the Support of powerful
Neighbours: His Strength, and that of his Allics,
at Sea, is fo great, that no Invafion can be made
upon him, but by Stealth; and that muft be al-
ways a very inconfiderable one, and cannot be fup-
toned but by Accidents. Very many, and I hope

y far the greate®t Part, of the Nobility, Gentry,
and People, are devoted to his Perfon and Titk
and would be glad to ferve hio upon the Bottom
of Liberty and his trus Intereft: The dignified
Clergy fhew their Loyalty in the Manner which
is moft acceptable to him, and every Month adds
to their Number by new Creations ; and we may
ga}](or:’ably hope, that the reft will not be long left

ind. .

All who are concerned in the publick Funds, -
which contain a Fourth or Fifth Parg of the
Wealth of the Kingdom, muft fupport an Efta-
blithment which fupports them, and which, if loft,
they are undone and loft with it ; and every Man,
who has Propeity, or the Moans of acquiring
Psoperty, and has an uncommon Underftanding,
and a Love for himfelf and Liberty, mut know,
that fo many Interefls, and fo fupported, ¢annot
be fhaken but by a lopg Civil War, and by ma-
king England st Stage and Ficld for all the Na~

tors
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tions in E«r&: to fight out their Quatrels in; and
that fuch a War muft énd in makiog us the Prize
of the Vitor, and fubje& us cither to a foreign
Power or a domeftick Jmft, if we have not the
Happinefs to be reftored to our prefent Eftablifh-
ment again 3 and then we fhall have had-a Civil
War for nothing. :

If we did not fee, by daily Experience, that
there is not an Opinion in Philofophy, Religion,
or Politicks, fo abfurd, but it finds out Heads
wrong enough turned te embrace it; I fhould not
think it poflible, that any Perfon, who is not a
profefled or concealed Papift, could with for fuch
a Revolution, of any one elfe fear it, and much
lefs that they fhould fear it from abroad, '

. It is certain, that the Emperor has fo many
perfonal as well as political ‘Ties and Motives ¢o
engage him in the King's Interefts, arifing from
Obligations received, from more expeted, and as
it is faid contra@ed for in regard to his Jralian Do-
minions, from their mutual ndences upon one
another in Germany, and aboveall, from the Inte-
refts of their feveral Dominions, that it is politically
impoflible but that he muft do all in his Power to
fupport him in his T hrone: for whenT'wo Nations
are fo fituated, that they have nothing to fear from
one another, and haye a common Intereft to watch
and oppofe & Third Power formidable to both,
they muft be natural Allics’ without the Help of
T'reaties ; and whatever little occafional or per-
fonal Differences may happen between the Princes
who govern them, yet whilft the Intereft of theic
Dominions are friendly, they will never long con-
tinue Enemics; and though they do fo, yet will

always help one another upon any* Emergency,
I think
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T think I may fafely fay, that the King has
much to hope, “and nothing to fear, from the
Leffer Princes of Germany, in refpeét to his Englyb
Dominions; for many of them can and will help
him, and none of them can do him any Harm,

The Safety and Prefervation of Holland is fo
entirely dependent and wrapt up in our prefent
Eftablithment, that they mult venture all to dee
fend it. We are obliged, by Interett, as well as
T'reaties, to fupport them againft every Power that
is capable much to offend them ; and their Intere(t
is, to kcep us in a Situation and Condition to do
fo: And though, without doubt, they emulate and
fear the great Naval Powcr of Engiand, and ouc
Polleflion of Gibraltary and would pleafe them-
fclves, and Jaugh in their Sleeves, to fec us increafe
our Burthens, and enervate our State, by airy and
romantick Expeditions to do their Bufinefs, whilit
the{ lie ftill, eafe their Subjects, and pay oft’ their
Debts 5 yet they will never fuffer England to fall
under the Dependence of France, Spainy or Rame ;
though they very well know how to make mere
cantile Advantages of the Weaknels of thole whom
they have to do with, ’

The Crowns of Swe en and Deniavk can nover
have a joint Intercit to infult us; anid at preteat
neither of them have fo: for it is faid that we are
engaged by Alliances to fupport them aga'nft one
another, and every one clfe who has Power enoagh
much to annoy them 3 nor can they be lure that ¢ver
Englind again will ind its Glory and Advantaze in
the heroick Gallantry of engiging in the Squaibiey
of the Northy when Frane and Hellond (vattly
more concerned in the Event) find theirs in lyneg
finly and letting thenn agree as tucy tali out,

Vou LI, G The
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The Czar can have no Motives, from the In-
terefts of his Dominions, to quaucl with a People
frcm whom his Subjeéls enjoy an advantageous
‘I'rade, and with a Power too which he cannot
hurt, and which can hurt him: We are no Rivals
Jor adjacent Uerritories ; and he cannot, rival us in
-Maritime Power and Trade; and both of us can
find our Account in Friendfhip, and neither in

Emnity, His Encroachments in the Baltick have
hitherto done us no Mifchief 3 but, on the con-
trery, have opened a new Market for Naval Stores,
and rendered our Supplics from Sweden and Den-
mark lefs precarious: Indeed his conquering cither
of thofe Crowns would be very mifchicvous, but
much more fo to other Natiohs than to us, who
may be eafily fupplied with Naval Stores from our
owit Plantations ; and therefore if his neighbour-
ing or diftant trading Nations apprehend fuch an
Event, they will certainly join together to oppofe
it, and implore our Aflitance upon ourownT'erms
~though undoubtedly they will be much better plea-
fel, it we do it for them without asking theirs,

If, thercfore, any Subje€ts of ours have given
ki jutt Caufe of Offence, and made him a per-
funal Knemy to our Country, we ought to deliver
them up, or punifh them at Home and if an
Nation in Alliance with s, and in Enmity wit
him, can find their Intereft in quarrelling with
him, let them quarrel by themfelves, and make up
their Squabbles as they can, or get the Afliftance
of thofe who have political Motives to oppofe his
Piogrefs, and put a Stop to his growing Power: [
doubt we fhall have enough to do to defend our-
fehies; and therefore I hope we fhall not undo
ourfilves yet further to conquer for others, and in

: Inftances
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JTnftances too which in Times to come may prove
fatal to ourfclves, ,

T'he States of ftaly age interefted to preferve the
Naval Power and Greatnefs of Enghid, if we
purfue the Meafures which are moft advantageous
to ourfelves 5 namely, to meddle no farther with
their Affairs, than to carry on an advantagcous
‘T'rade with them j and, by friendly Offices, pro-
per Negociations, and perhaps fometimes by the
Shew of Force, to protect them againft the greater
Powers which threaten them. It is certainly theic
Intereft, that we fhould keep Pofieffion of Gibral-
tar and Port Mahen, . if we make a right and ho-
neft Ufe of them ; for we have nothing to defire
from them, but what it is their Intereft to give,
nor tkey to fear from us, whillt we a&t as Englifi-
men: but if we thould ever facrifice our own In-
terefls to fuch as are not our own, we muft thank
aiirfelves if we make Encmies of thofe who would
be glad to be our Friends, . ..

It is certainly the Interett of the Kingdom of
France, to have an impotent Adminiftration and a
diftrafted State of Affairs in Englund, and a Prince
at the Head of them, that cither from Weaknefs
_cannot, or from other Motives and Dependences
will pot, obftru@ the Union of the Spanih Mo-
-narchy to their own, which would fecon give them
the Poffetlion of it as effetually as if they had con-
quered it 3 but the Intereft of the Regent, who
. goveins France, is far otherwife: The appearing

Profped, and probable Chance of that Crown’s
_defcending to him, or his Pofterity, will enguge
him to fupport a Power which can alone fupport
_him, and which has every Motive to do fo, In
fuch a Circumltance of Affairs, no Intcrclt in
3z Fravie,



w8 CAT0's LETTERS,

Frane, except his immodiate Dependents, ‘cafy
abet his perfonal Pretenfions againit the Interefts of
all France 3 and therefore he muft depend upon fo-
seign Alliances ;3 and England alone can be fafely
relied upon, who have no Claim to any Part of
his Dominions, or Intereft and Defire to feize
theiitj which cannot be faid of the Emperor, or
any other Potentate, who has Power and Motives
enough to aflit him.

I have wondered therefore at the Weaknefs of
many among ourfelves, who can be fo often ¢lated
or terrified with the Defigns of the Regent, who
can never confpire againft us, without confpiring
againft himfelf; and no Provocation even on our
Part could make him undermine and betray, in fo
tender an Inftance, his own Intereft, 1 doubt got
but Le withes Gibraltar out of our Hands; and if
Negociations or big Words can prevail upon us to
-part with it, I prefume they are eafily to be ‘ob-
tained, but he will never join with Sgéin to force
it : ‘This Danger thereforc is a mere Bugbear,
made ufe of to delude the Faisbites, and intimidate
honefter Men, and, by making the firft plot, or
prate and bounce, to govern the others,

So that, the Pope exccpted, who can do us no
Harm by his own Force, the King of Spain alone
is the Power in Ewrcpe that can be concerned to
favour the Pretender’s Intcreft ; nor could he find
his Account in it, unlefs to open his Way to the
Crown of Fraue, in cafe of the young King’s
Death,

‘I"he Divine Right of Monarchy in the tight
Linc is fo well eftablithed in arbitrary Countrics,
that [ dare fay that Prince would be forry to depend
upen a forced Renunciation and the Power of

Spuin,
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Spain, to defend himfelf againft his Nephew, if
ather Powers were not at hand to affift him ; and
no Power in Eurspe can do it effeCtually but Erg-
land ; and whilft there is a King at the Head of
it, who will purfue his own and his People’s true
Intereft in proteQ®ing him, and preferving the
Friendfhip which for more than an Age has been
ropitious to both Kingdoms, and has the Means,
Ey the Pofleflion of Gibraltar and Port Makon, of
sefenting any Injury done on his Part j it is wild
to think, that at great Hazard and Expence he
would attempt to bring about a Revolution which
may engage us in a long Civil War, and difenable
us to give him the Protection he can receive no
where clfe, ’

If, therefore, he is favourable to the Pretender’s
Tntereft, it muft be owing to perfonal Refeatments,
or his Views towards the Crown of Franee, 1
hope that we fhall give him no more Caufe for the
fir(t 3 and as to the latter, he has the Interefls of
the Rezent, of all Germany, Jtaly, the States of
Hollaid, and indeed of all Eurpe, againft him, as
well as the united Intereft of his own Subjeéls, who
will not be‘contented to be a Province to Fiame s
and I may venture to aflert, that whilft we kce
the Pofletlion of Gibralar, and make a proper U|j
of it, he can neither etfeét the one nqr the other g
namely, he can never make himfelf King of Framce,
nor the Pretender King of Lugland, ‘ ,

T - Iam, &e,

\J
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SATURDAY, July 7, v722, No. 84.

Property the firf? Principle of Power, — The Errers
of our Princes who attended wot 1o this.

SR, '

'I‘}I E Subje&ts which Men underfland leaft are
generally what they talk of moft, and node
fo much zs of Government; which almoft every
Man thinks he has Talents to' dire@®, and, like
Sarcka Parcha, believes he can make a very good
Viceroy i Hg thinks nothing is neceflary, but to
get at the Helin, where his Bufinefs is, to com-
hand, and that of others, to obey; and then, as
the aforefaid Sancka (Viceroy-like) fays, I¥lo but
But to govern a State well, is the mioft difFicule
Science in the World; and few Merv, who have
ever been in the Pofleffon of Power, have known
what to do with it, or evet underftood the Prin-
¢'ples upcn which all Power is founded ; and their
E_Iignkcs have made endlefs Havock amongt Man-

ind, ' ‘
~Government is political, as a human Body is
ratural, Mechanifm: both hate propet” Springs,
Wiheels, and a peculiar Organization, to quality
ther for fuitable Motions, and can have no other
than that Organization enables them to perform ;
and when thole Springs or Principles are deftroyed
by Agcident or Violence, of arc worn out by
‘T'ime, they muft fuffer a natural or political De~
mife, and te buried, or clfec fmell above Ground ;
snd though neither of them ought "to te murdc‘;-
¢dy
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ed, yet, when they are dead, they ought to be in-
terred, - ‘
Now it is moft certain, that the firft Principle
of all Power is Property; and every Man will
have his Share of it in Proportion as he enjoys
Property, and makes ufe of that Property, wheye
Violence does not interpofe.  Men will ever go-
vern or influence thofe whom they employ, fecd,
and ciothe, and who cannot get the fyme nccef-
fary Means of Subfiftence upon as advantageous
Tenns clfewhere, This is natural Power, and
will govern and conflitute the political, and cer-
tainly draw the latter afier it, it Force be abfent;
and Force cannot fubfift long without altering
Property ; fo that both muft unite together, fir
or laft, and Property will cither get the Power, or
Power will fcize the Property in its own Defence:
for, it is foolith to think, that Men of Fortunes
will be governed by thofe who have none, and be
flund,rre,d to make fuch whom they defpife, and
wave every Day new Reafons to hate, rich and
infolent: ‘And, on the other hand, Men will con-
tentedly fubmit to be goveincd by thofe who have
lorge Pofleflions, and from whom they reciive
Proteétion and Support, whillt they wil( yet al-
ways emulate their Equals.  Though the People of
Rime extorted a Law from the Sénate, that Com:-
moners might be admitted into the chicf Ofices
of the State jointly with the Nobles; yet all the
Addrefs and Power of tle Tribunes could not for
a long time make them cheofe one of their own
Body into thofe Oftices, till Commoners had got
Eftates equal .to. the Nobilicy 5 and then the lia-
lance of Property turning to the People, they cir-
ried all before them, e
G 4 The



152 CATO's LETTERS,

"T'he only true defpotick Governments now in
the World, are thofe where the whole Property is
in the Prince; as in the Eaftern Monarchies, that
of Mnseos, &e. where every Man enjoying what
Le has by the Bounty of his Sovereign, has no
Motive or Means ta contend with him, but looks
upon him as his BenefaQor ; and fuch as have no
Property, do not think themfclves to be injured;
But when Men are in Poflcflion of any Thing
which they call their own, and think they bave a
Right to enjoy it, they will ever contend for it,
when they have the Means to do fo, and will al-
ways take Advantage of cver‘yi Exigence in their
Prince’s Aftuirs to attain that Right,  Other Prin-
tes, who have 2 mind to be as arbitrary as the
former, and who want cither the Capacity or the
J'ower to acquire his natural Dominion, fcize by
Vidlence the Produtions of their Subjuéts Ettates .
acd Induftry ; which is a conftant State of Force
on one Side, and Oppreflion on the other ; it per-
petually provokes the People, and yet leaves thein
often the Means of  revenging the Injuftice done
them, and muft end in reftoring the old Govern-
ment, or in fetting up fome new Form by the
Fatin&lion of the prefent Ufurpation ; whercas in
trates truly defpotick, though the Monarchs be
often detlroyed, yet the Monarchy is preferved in-
tre, there being no Intereft in the State capable of
fhaking it. :

But both thefe Sovereignties have one Mifchief
in common, and infeparable from them ; viz. as
tirey ever fubfift by ftandipg Armies, fo they muft
ever be fubject to the Caprices and Difgufts of the
niilitary Men, who often depofe and “murder
tLyir Sovereigns; but in the latter much ofte}:xer

; than



CATO's LETYPERS g
than in the former: for whillt the Pegple have
the Narhe, and, as they think, a Right to Property,
they will always have fome Power, and will ex-
pect to be corifidered by their Printes, and the
Soldiefs will expect to have Leave'to opgrefs them,
which will make ‘contindal Struggles ;' and the
Prince, finding himfelf obliged to take Part with
one of them, often fally' in the Struggle; which
was ‘the Cafe of the Roman Emperors, moft of
whom were flaughtéred’ either by the Pcople, or
their own Soldiers: whereas in “a natural abfolute
Government, ‘there Is no Dangér, but from the
latter alone 3 and if he can pleafe them, all is well,
and he is fafe, o o

But neither of thefe ought to be called by the
Name of Government : Both indeed are only Vio-
lence and Rapine, and the Subjection of ‘many
Millions of miferable Wretches to the wild and
wanton Will of often the worft Man among them :
They deface human Nature, and render the boun-
tiful Gifts of indulgent Providence ufelefs to the
World; and the beft which can be faid of them
is, that they make the grand Tyrant and his infe-
rior Oppreflors as miferable and unfafe as the poor
Wretches whom they opprefs ; nor fhould I have
mentioned them as Governments, but to make
what 1 have further to fay the bettér underftood.

All other Dominions are either limited Monar-
chics, fimple Ariftocracies, Democracies, or Mix«
tures of them ;3 and the A&ions and Operations in
thofe Govérnments, or the Centinuance of thofe
Governments, depend upon’ the Diftribution and
Alteration of the Balance of Propeity ; and the not
obfurving the Variation and the frequent Changés
of the Primtm Ma'iley caufes all the Combuitions

G - that
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that we fcé and feel in States, Men who'fancy
themfelves in thé fame Sitdation, a8 t6 outward
Apptarancé, ftare about thént, and wonder what
is become of the Power which their Predeceflors
enjoyed, without being able to judge how they loft
it by the floating of Property”: they thitk they
have 4 Right to enjoy the fame ftill; dnd fo, in
fpire of Natufe, ufe Friud and Violénce to attain
what they cannot hold, if it Weére attainéd ; How-
ever, they will flruggle for it; and this Struggh
producés é'onte’ntiohs' aid Civil Wars, which mo(i
commonly end in_the Deftrution of one of the
‘ Parties, and fometimes of both, '
Now it feems to me, that the gtéat Sceret in
Politicks is, hicely to watch and obfeive this Fluc-
teation and Change of natural Powér, and to ad-
jutt the political €o it by prudent Precautions and
timely Remedies, and not put Nature fo the Ex-
wce of Throw; and Convulfioris to do her own
ork: 14d3 not mean by alteririg the Form of
Government, which is farely to be done without
Violence and Danger ; and theréfore ought not to
be attempted when any Thing elfé can be dore,
but by gentle and infenfible Mcthods,  Suppofe,
for Example, a limited Monarchy, which cannot
£.b0ft witkout a Nobility : If the Nobles have
nct Power enough to balance 'the gtéat Weighe
of the Pecple, and fupport the Crotvn and theme
fchves, it i3 neceflary to take fome of the richet
of the Commoners into ghat Order 5 if they have
more Power than is confiflent with the Depon-
dence upon thelr Monarch, it is right to create no
raste, but to let thofe alresdy created expire and
walle by degices, till they becomte ‘a proper Ba-
lance: ff the People by Trade and Indutiry grow
tv




CATO's LETTERS. 155

fo faft, that neither the Crown nor Nobles, nor
both together, can keep pace with them ; then
there is no Way left, but cither, by ufing Vio-
lence, to hazard, by an unequal Conteft, what
“the two latter are already in Pofleflijon of, or, by
ufing Moderation and a bencficent Condué,‘ to let
the former enjoy all they can hope to get by a
Struggle, and voluntarily to give up 2all odious
Powers of doing Mifchicf, though mifcalled Pre- .
rogative 5 which muft ever be underftood to be a
Power of doing Good, when ordinary Provifions
fail and are infufficient. '
Harry VI, dreading the Strength of the No-
bles, who had always plagued and fometimes de-
ftroyed his Predeceflors, found Means to ‘make
them alienate a great Part of their Eftates, which
threw a proportionable Pawer into the Commons 3
and his Son, by feizing the Revenues of the Eccle-
fiafticks, (who ufually caballed ‘with them) and
difperfing thofe Eftates amongft the People, made
that Balance much heavier: which Queen El-
xabeth wifely obferving, (though fhe loved Power
as well as any that went before her) yet carefled
them with fo much Dexterity, that fhe preferved
not only the Crown upon her Head, but wore it
in its full Luftre ; and, by encouraging T'rade, and
letting Nature take its Courfe, flill encreafed the
People’s Wealth and Power: which her Succeftor
early faw, and often lamented ; but wanting her
Moderation, Abilitics, and Experience, did not
know how to temporife with an Evil which he
could not help, but took a prepoflerous Way to
cure it ; and endeavoured, by the Afliftance of the
governing Clerzy (who hoped by his Means to
secover what they loft by the Refarmation) to re-
gl
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gain a Power, by Pulpit-haranguing and Diftinc-
tions, which he durft not contend for with the
Sword ; and fo his Reign was a perpetual Scruggle
between himfelf and his Parliaments : When they
were quiet, he bounced ; and when he had tho-
roughly provoked them, he drew back and gave -
good Words again : but by fuch Cordu& he gw-
€l the Sceds of that fatal and bloody Civil War
which fprang up in the Reign of bhis Son, and
ended in the Diflolution of the Monarth‘y, and
foon after of all Liberty ; for the General of the
cuiguering Army fet up himfelf (as all others will
ever do in the fame Circumftance:) But the Pro-
peity remaing where it was, this new Tyranny
was violent and againft Nature, and could nat
hold long, and all Parties united againt it; and fo
the Nation was reftored to its ancient Form of
Covernment, R ,
King Ctarlis 11, came in with all the exterior
Advautages requifite to enflave a People; Tlhe
Nation was become weary of the Sound of Liber-
sy, haviug fiffered fo much in their Struggle for
ity and loit ali that they ftruggled for: The Cler- -
gy weie provoked by the Lofs of their Dignitics
and Revenues ; the Nobility and Gentry were uni-
verfuliy diftafied and alienated by Sequeftrations,
aud by being fo long deprived of the Offices and
Uiltinstions which they claimed by their Birth ;
aib the Body of the People had been harafled and
exhaufied by a Joug Civil War, and were weary
¢! being tofled and tumblcd once in a Month out
of one Government into another; and 2ll were
p-epared to accept and fall into any Meafures
winch anight favare their Revenge upon thofe wiw
baw oppretied than, and 1o root out the very Pf.i‘u-
Cipues
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ciples of Liberty, the Abufe of which had brought
fuch Mifchiefs upon them. :

That Prince got a Parliament to his Mind (3s
all Princes' will do upon a Revolution, when Par-'
ties run high, and will do any Thing to mortify
their Opponents) and kept it in conftant Penfion s’
but Property remaining in the People, it infenfi-
bly gained Ground, and prevailed at laft: The
People grew univerfally difaffe@ed, and - looked
upon the Pasliament as a Cabal of perjured Hire-
lings, and no longer their Reprefentatives ; and
the Nation was worked up into fuch -2 Ferment,
that their Betrayers would not or durft not ferve
the Court, nor the Court keep them any longer,
‘I'hat Prince had Wit enough to drive Things
no farther than they would %o, and knew when
it was T'ime to give back 3 but his Brother, with
lefs Underftanding, and a much worfe Religion
than his Predecefior openly profefled, hoped to a¢-
complith what_he had attempted, or defpaired of
bringing sbout; and.how he fuccecded we all |
know, [ gladly throw a Vil over what has hap-
}\(encd fince; and hope I fhall hereafter have no

eafon to repent it. R

‘T thall ordy obferve, before I conclude this Let-
ter, that there is no need of the caballing of diffe-
rent Interefts, the uniting in joint Councils, and
concerting regular Meafures, to bring about fome
of the greateit Events in human Affairsg and
confequently in great publick Xxigencies, Oppref-
fors will find no Sceurity in the appearing Oppofi-
tion of Partics, who, like a Pair of Sheers, will
cut only what is between them, wiea tiey feen
raoft to threaten one another, - When Natwre has
piepared the Way, all ‘Things will ténd to their

P[UFL‘('
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proper Center ; and though Men for fome Time
will dally and play with their lefler Interefts, yet
at laft they will mechanically fall into their great
ones, and often without intending or knowing it:
Men will always feel their Strength, when thc{
cannot reafon upon it, or are afraid to do (o,
could name a Par?' that for above thirty Years
together have alted in the Interefts of Liberty,
ard for the greateft Part of the Time could not
bear the Sound of Liberty, till at laft great Num-
bers of them are caught by the Principles which
they moft detefled ; which I intend as a feafonable
Caution to ail thofe who have the Honour to fit at
the Helo of States, or to advife Princes, who may
at any Time hereafter want fuch a Memento,

I fhall, in iy next Letter, endeavour to fhew,
upon the Principles here laid down, that Englond
at prefent is not capable of any otker Form of Go-
vernment than what it enjoys, and has a Right to
enjoy 3 and that another neighbouring State will,
with very great Difficulty, preferve the Conftitu-
tion which they now are in Pofleffion of,

T

Tam, &e,

Sarusw-
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SATURDAY, 711/) 14, 1732, No, 83,

Britain incapable of any Gumernment but a limited
Moncrchy 3 with the Defecls of a neighbouring
Republick,

S IR, Co
T Acitus obferved of the Romans in his Time, N
totam libertatem nec totam fervitutem pati poffé 3
That they could neither bear full Liberty, nor
perfedt Slavery. This is certainly the é'aﬁ: of
England at prefent, if by Librty be underftood
what I prefume he meant by it, a Republican
Form of Government, But I conceive that Li-
berty may be better preferved by a well poifed
Monarchy, than by any ar Government
that I know now in the World, whatever Forms
may exift in Imagination. However, whether
this be true or not, it is certainly true that no Man
in his Wits will lofe the Benefit of a very good
prefent Eftablithment, and run infinite Hazards,
to try to get one a little better, if he could have
any Prope@ of attaining it: And I fhall endea-
vour to {hew, that the effecting fuch a Project is
impoflible; and that during the prefent Diftriby-
tion of Property, we can preferve Liberty by no
oiher Eftablifhment than what we have ; and in
the Attempt to alter jt, nuft run great Hazard of
lofing what we are in Pofleflion of, or perhaps of
falling into an abfolute Monarchy ; or at beft muft
seturn to the fame Form again, as we have done
once already by fuch Feats of Gallantry, I
, t
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‘Tt proceeds from a confummate Ignorance in’
Politicks, to think that a Number of Men agree-
ing together can make and hold a Common-,
wealth, before Nature has prepared the Way ;
for fhe alone muft do it.” An Equality of Eftate
will give an Equality of Power ; and an Equality
of Power is a Commonwealth, or Democracy:
An Agravian Law, or fomething equivalent ta_it,
muft make or find a fuitable Difpofition of Pro-

sty 3 and when that comes to be the Cafe, there
is no hindering a popular Form of Government,
unlefs fudden Violence takes away all Liberty,
and, to preferve itfelf, alters the Diftribution 'of
Property again, I hope that no one amongft us
has a Head fo wrong turned, as to imagine that
any Man, or Number of Men, in the prefent Si-
tuation of Aflairs, can ever get Power enough to
turn all the Pofleffions of England topfy-turvy, and
throw them into Average, efpecially any who can
have a Wiil and Intereit in doing it; and without
all this it is impoflible to fettle a Commonwealch
here ; and I dare fay, that few defire it, but fuch
as having no Eftates of their own, or Means and
Merit to acquire them, would be glad to fhare in
thafe of other People,

Now it is certain, that the Diftribution of Pro-

ity in Englard is adapted to our prefent Efta-

lifaiment, The Nobility and Geniry havé great
Polleffions; and the former have great Privileges
and Dittin@ions by the Conftitution, and the lat-
ter have them in Falt, though pofitive Laws give
but few of them ; For their Birth and Fortunes
precure them cafy Admittance into the Legiflee
ture ; and their near Approach to the Throne
gives than Pretences to honourable and Toﬁtabl;
' <mploy-
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Employments, which create a Dependence from
the inferior Part of Mankind ; and the Nature of
many of their Eftates, and particularly of their
Manors, adds to that Dependence, Now all
thefe muft ever be in the Intereft of Monarchy,
whilft they are in theic own Intereft; fince Mo-
narchy fupports and kecps up this Diftin&tion, and
fubfifts by it: For it is fenfelels to imagine, that
Men who have great Pofleflions, will ever put
tliemfelves upon the Level with thofe who have
none, ar with fuch as depend upon them for Sub-
fittence or Proteétion, whom they will always
think they have a Right to govern or influence,
and wil: {c ever able to govern, whiitt they keep
their Poffeflions, and a monarchical Form of Go-
vernment, and therefore wiil always endeavour to

keep it
All the Bifhops, Dignitarice, or governing
Clergy, all who have good Preferments in the
Church, or hope to get them, are in the Intercit
of Mounarchy, for the Reafons which I gave in a
former J.etter, and for fome others which I choofe
not to zive now. They know very well too,
that a popular Government would take away all
Polfeslians which it fhould think fit to call fuper-
fluous, would level all the reft, and be apt to rea-
fon, that Chriftianity would fare never the worfe
if its Profeflors were lefs Politicians, of which
they fee before their Eyes a pregnant and very af
fe&ing Inftance in Folland. ~ All great and exclu-
five Companics are in the Interelt of Monarchy
(whatever weak People have alledged to the con-
trary) for they can much eafier preferve their fe-
parate and unwarrantable Privileges by Applica-
tions to the Vices and Paflions of a Court, thsu
y
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by convincing a popular Aflembly ; and for the
fame Reafon, all Officers who have great Salaries
and exorbitant Fees muft ever be fure Friends to
Monarchy, Rich Merchants, and indced all rich
Men, will be cqually in the fame Intesett, and
be willing to enjoy themfclves, and leave to their
Pofterity all - the Advantages and Diftinétions
which always attend large Fortunes in Monar-

chies, e
After thefe (many of whom are Men of Virtug
and Probity, and defire only to enjoy the Riglits
which they are born to, or have acquired) there
fullows a long T'rain of Debauchees, and riotous
Livers, lewd Women, Gamefters, and Sharpers
with fuch’ who get by Oppreflion and uncqual
J.aws, or the Non-exccution of good ones: All
thefe are ever for Monarchy and the right Line,
as expeing much fairer Quarter from the Cor-
ruption of Courtiers, than they can ever hope to
nrct with in popular Stites, who always deftroy
ard exterminate fuch Vermin, of which fort (I
thank God) we have none amongt us at prefent §
but who knows how foon we may ? .
Now, without entering into the Queftion,
Which is the beft Government in Theory, a Jie
mited Monarchy, or a democratical Form of Gos
vernment? [ think I may fafely affirm, that ic is
impoflible to contend azainft all thefe Interails,
and the Crown too, which is almoft a Match for
them all together; fo that the Phantom of 2
Commonwealth muft vanith, and never appear
again but in difordered Brains.. If this be the true
Cireumftance of England at prefent, as I conceive
it indifputably is, we have nothing left to do, or
indeed which we can do, but to make the beft of
our
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our owh Conflitution, which, if duly adminiftered,
provides excellently well for general Liberty ; and
to fecure the Pofleffion of Property, and to ufe our
beft Endeavours to make it anfwer the other Pur-
pofes of private Virtue, as fat as the Nature of it
is capable of producing that End,

I have purpofely declined the fpeaking of Ari-
flocracies, becaufe there can be no imaginary Dan-
ger of cftablifhing fuch a Government kere : for
the Ncbility have neither Preperty nor Credit

“ enough to fucceed in fuch an Aét of Knight-Er-
rantry, or Will to attempt it; and the Gentry
will ever oppofe them, unlefs their Intesefts be alfo
taken into the Projeét; and both together are not
able to contend with the Crown and the Body of
the People, the latter of which will ever be in the
Interefts of Equality, : '

And now having mentioned Ariftocracies, I
fhall make fome Obfervations upon a neighbouring
State, which is vulgarly miftaken for a éommon-
wealth, and is fo in Nazture according to the Ba-
lance of Property there ; but is politically an Union
of feveral Jittle Ariflocracies,” in many refpeéls like
fome States oflmz in the firt Time of the Romans,
but contrived with muah worfe Policy,  As it was
jumbled togéther in Confufion, fo it feems to me
to fubfift by Chance, or rather by the conftant
Dread of the two great fucceflive Powers of Lurcpe,
iz, that'of Spain formerly, and France fince; for
the natural Power being in the People, and the po-
litical it the Magitirates, it has all the Caufes of
Diflolution in its Contexture,  Every Town is
governed and fubjedt to- a litle Ariftocracy within
itfelf, who have no ¥Foundation of fuitable Pl'opcrx'
to entitlé them to their Dominion ; and ead; °

thofe



5% CATO's LETTERS,

thofe is independent of its provincial State, and in-
deed of the States General, nor have any Check
upon their own AQions, but the Tumult and In-
furreCtions of the People, who have the real and
natural Power : and indeed, to do the Magiftrates
Right, they judge fo well of their own Weaknefs
and the Power of the People, that they feldom or
never give them jutt Caufe of Provocation 3 but by
Frugality, publick Qfconomy, wife and timely
Compliances, impartial Juftice, and not raifing
great Eftates to themlelves at the other’s Expence,
they make their Subjects eafy, and find their own
Account in the Submiflion of thofc whom they
want Power to govern by the Force of Authority 5
and probably will continue to make them fo, whilit
they keep to the f2me Maxims and their prefent
Conduct,  But this is no fteady and durable Do-
minion 3 nor, unlefs Mankind are forined there
with other Appetites and Paiflions than in all other
Parts of the World, can the fame Prudence be al- .
ways obferved ; which feems to me to be owing
only to their Necefiities, and that Virtue, Mode-
ration, and Frugality, which is confpicuous in the
firlt Rife of States, and is not yet quite fpent there,
but cannot latt much longer : for when they ccafe
to be kept together by the conftant Dread of over-
grown Neighbours, they will certainly think them-
fclves at Liberty to play their own Gamies at home,
Thofe who are in Pofieflion of Power will know
what it is good for; and thofe who have great
Richkes will fall into Luxury, shen into Extrava-
gance, at laft into Neceflity 5 and others will vie .
with them, and follow their Example,

When their Magiftrates have impaired their
Eftates, or fancy that they want greater, the )

Wi
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will plunder the Publick ; and others of equal
Condition will emulate ‘them, and begin to ask
what Right the other have to the fole Enjoyment
of Priviteges and Employments, which they think
themfelves in all refpeQts cqually entitled to, and

- will not be content to be always Subjeéls to thofe
who are no better than they are; and the People
will be impatient in continuing to pay large Taxes
to fuch who pocket them, and will endeavour to
right themfelves, and have Power enough ta do fo.
“Thefe oppofite Interefts muft raife Convulfions in
the Body Politick, and produce all the Mifchiefs
which have happened in other States upon the like
Occaficns, 7 hofe who have Power, will endea-
vour to keep it; thofc who fuffer under it, will
endcavour to take it away ;3 and the Event will be
in the Will of Heaven alone, but in all likelihood
will be fome other Form of Government,

« I take my Account of the Conftitution of this
State from others,  who poflibly may not be weil
inforined of it, and I hope are not fo: for I thould
be very forry to fee the moft virtuous and flourith-
ing State which ever yet appeared in the World,
perith of an internal Diftemper ; a Statc which
ever fince its Inflitution has been the Champion of

“publick Liberty, and has defended itlelf, and in a
great meafure its Neighbours, from the two great-
eit Vyrapnies which ever threatencd Buwrope and
the Chriftian Religion, ce

T : 1 am, &c,

s : i +

AN ‘ " SATUR-
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SATURDAY, July 21, 1722. No. 86,

The terrible Coryiqwnm/?‘ a IVar to England, and

Reafons againft engaging in one,

S I R,
IPropofc in this Letter to fhew, and I hope to
do it unanfwerably, that nathing can be a
greater Differvice to his Majefty’s Intereft, more
fatal to his Miniftry, or more deftrulive to his
People, than to engage them in a2 new War, if
there be but a bare Poffibility of preventing it, let
the Pretences be what they will. A new Fire
feems to be now kindling in Jtaly, which in all
likelihood will blaze out far and wide; and, with- -
out doubt, many Princes will warm their Hands
.at it, whilft their Subje@s will be burnt to Death :
But I hope we fhall have Wit enough ¢o keep out
,of its Reach, and not be fcorched with its Flames;
but, likc fome of our wifer Ncighbours, lic ftill,
and know how to make our Marﬁcts of the Follies
.and Misfortunes of others, We have been Heroes
long enough, and paid the Price of our Gallantry
.and Credulity, We are got near Sixty Millions
in Debt, and have nothing for it but Giéraiter and
Port Mabon 3 and it is (aid, that fome of our Al-
Jiss have had the Prefumption to expe@ thefe from
ustoo; and Iam fure, if they fhould be loft, or
- given away, we have nothing left wherewith to
compenfate any Power which we fhall vanquifh
hercaficr,
I hope
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-1 hope no Man will be wild enough to make
any Propofition for a new War tous; norcan [
guefs at any one Argument for it, but what I
hope will be called T'reafon to his Sovereign and
his Country, Old threadbare Reafons will hold
no longer: People will not always deceive them-
felves, nor be deceived by others, We fhall not
bear belng told again, That England need but find
a Mcffage, or a Bucket full of Water, and the Fire
will te extinguifhed, That Argument has already
coft us the Terror and Expence of providing
againft two Invafions, or intended Invafions ; has
loft or fpoiled feveral great Fleets, deftroyed Num-
bess of our Merchant Ships, encreafed our Na-
tional Debts many Millions, perhaps brought upon
us that noble Projet to pay them off, and created
the gencral Want of Trade, and, I doubt, that
great Difaffe&ion which is fo often complained of 5
and all the Reward which we have met with,
has been a Struggle to keep what we were in Pof-
feflion of before, what was yielded to us by T'rea-’
tics, and what there was no Pretence for demand-
ing, if we had thought it our Intercft to have lain
flill, ,

I hope we fll never engage in a2 new War,
before we have confidered all the Confequences
which will neceflarily or probably happen from
fuch ‘an Engagement, and Ym'c thought how we
fhall get out of it, as well as how to get Into it,
T he firft Step draws in all the reft ; and when we
zre in, we muit go through,  We may begin with
Thoufsnds, but muft go on with Millions, A
Mefiage will produce a Quarrel, but Flects and
Armics mutt end it,

We
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We well know, and have long felt, the Mode-
sation of our Allics, We can no fooner engage
in their Squabbles, but they become our own;
and then we muft pay them for doing their own
Bufinefs, and largely too, or elfe they threaten to
leave the War upon us; and when it is ended
through our Means, always divide the Spoil
amongft themfclves, and endeavour to make us
pay likewife for the Peace, I would be glad to
know what any of them have ever done for us, or
would fuffer us to do for ourfelves, in return for all
that we have done for them; or what Courtely
they have ever thewn to us Englifbmen, as Englif-

“men: 1 hope therefore, that we too fhall at laft,
in our Turn, confider only our own Interefts, and
what is beft for ourfelvess and not ruin ourfelves
yet further, and let others have the whole Advan-
tage, But if we had no Occafion given us for
thtfe Complaints, we have another and fhorter
Anfwer to give to our good Allies; namely, T'hat
by helping them fo long, we are rendered inca-

ble of helping them any longer; and that all

reaties muR ceafe and become void, when it is
impofiible to perform them without utter Ruin to
one of the Partics, and without deftroying all the
Ends for which thefe Treaties were made.

Let us take a fhort Profpect of the Journey
which we are to go, and confider what will be
the Refult of fuch an Undertaking. Ail Naval
Armaments muit be made at our Charge, and
employed at a great Diftance from Home, to the
Ruin of our Ships and our Seamen, and the Ob-
frruction of our Commerce : Armies mult be fent
Alroad, or Mouney in the Nume of Subfidics
tyuid out to pay thofe which ate dhere alicady:

Meure
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More Armies muft be kept at Home to oppofe In-
vafions, and keep the People quict: Great Land-
‘T'axes muft be raifed, our publick Funds be every
Year encreafcd, the People frightened with perpe-
tual Alarms; which will fink the Price of the old
Stocks, and confequently fet an exorbitant Price
upon the raifing’of new ones: We fhall lofe a be-
neficial Trade to Spain and the Mediterranean §
and probably Portugal will take that Opportunity
to execute what they lately attempted. ‘I'he Czar
too may think it a favourable ohe to acknowledge
fomé paft Obligations; and other Nations may
judge it a proper Tiime to bite the Stone that was
thrown at them ; and then we fhall have little or
no Trade at all, all our Commoditics and Manu-
-fa@ures will lie upon our Hands, and the People
be ftarved, or fubfitt by Ways which no honeft
Man can with, and all Men ought to dread.

If Framce engage on the different Side, we muft
have her too for our Enemy ; if on the fame
Side, there can be no need of our Affiftance. But
if fhe think it her Intereft to lie ftill, the, who is
the next Neighbour to both the Combatants, and
is vaftly more concerned in the Event; what have
we to do with them at this Diftance, we who are
no wife concerned whether the Emperor or Spain
ufes the Ntalians worft, or who has the Provinces
contended for? When Spain had them, we fuf-
fered nothing by it; nor do I hear what we have

ot by the Emperor’s being in Pofleflion of them,

purpofely avoid faying any thing of the States-
General, “becaufe they will certainly have Wit
engugh to hug themfelves in the Folly of others,
and profit by 1t,

Vou. HI H  And



170 CATO!s LETTERS.

And what fhall we get by fuch Feats of Knights
Errantry, but the difinterefted Glory of ferving
others to our own Difadvantage, and the Charalter
of .pious Chriftians, in tréating thofe  kindly who
dc(pitcful‘liy ufe us2 Oh, but fome tell uis, .that we
are bound by Treatics to. prefetve the Noutrality
of Jtaly. ‘Whether this be true, or the contrary
be true, I know not: butif it be true, Idoubt not
but we fhall be told how England came to be =
Party to fuch a Treaty ; what were the Motives
for making it; what Equivalent we had for it
what ‘Intere® of . ours, waa ferved by ity or what
other Country, which we were concerned to pre-
furve, was to reap the Advantage of it. And we
ought to enquire too, how Treaties, made for our
Benefit, have been kept by our Allies; becaufe we
are told (I hope falfly) that one of them had once
in Lis Cuftody the Pretepder to the King’s T'brone,
with feveral otbet Traitors to the Governmient;
und yet, inftead of delivering them.vp, fet them at
Libeity : and Jatcly one ¢f them sefufed, or decli-
ned, to deliver up a much greater Traitor, when
carpeftly roquetted by the Parliament, and, without
d{mbt, importunately prefled by the King's Mini-
flers, L P R N SO

- 1 da not find that we have any Thing to fear
from the King of Spain, if we do not give him
Provocation ;5 for the Secretary of State al%'ured the
Lord Mayor, in his Letter fince printed, ‘I'hat no
forcign Potentate abetied, or gave any Countenance
to, the faft intended Infurreétion 3 and if he would
st afiiit a Conipiracy, adtually, and, as we are
tolly decply laid, theie can be no Reafon to believe
that he will form a sew one againft a State that
intends him no Herm, and can do him a great deal

of




CATO's LET TERS., 17«

of Good; and furely it is not our Intereft at this
‘Fime of Day to provoke him to do it in his own
Defence, If he and the Emperor have a mind to
make a Feaft in /taly, let them bid whom they
leafe to the Banquet, which without doubt will
Kc along one, and many ncighbouring Princes will
be gorged at it ; but for us, we have no Bufinefs
there, unle(s to be Caterers, to fupply the greateft
Part of the Provifion, and to pay the Reckoning
for the reft. I once knew a Wager of Forty to
One flaked down to be fpent,  But inftead of en-
aging our Country in fuch expenfive and wild
hims, [ hope we fhall catch at fo favourable an
Opportunity, when thofe who can moft molc(t us
are together by the Ears, to do our own Bufinefs,
pay oft our Debts, feitle our T'rade, and reform all
the Abufes of which we fo jultly complain.

But if fuch & War were ever {o neceflary, how
fhall it be fupported ? We find by woful Experi-
ence, that Three Shillings in the Pound has not
maintained the current Expence of the Govern-
saent, but we have run fhill in Debt, ,'I'he Money
given for the Civil Lift bas not defrayed that
Charge, but new and large Sums have been given
to pay off the Arrears; which, it is faid, are not
g:t paid off, New Salarics and new Penfions have

en found ncceflary, to fatisfy the Clamours of
thofe who will never be fatisfied ; and the greater
Occafions which the Coustiers huve, and the greatcr
Neceflities which they are in, the more will itill
be fourd neceflary @ for it is no News for artful
Men to engage their Superiors in Difficulties, and
then to be paid largely for hedping them out of
them again, I'he Cuftoms und Excife are antici-
pted and mortgaged alnll;)(t beyond Redemption

) Tie
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‘T'he Salt, Leather, Windows, and almoft every
‘Thing elfe that can be taxed, is already taxed, and
fome of them fo high, as to leflen the Produce,
apd they are appropriated to’ pay off Debts due’ to
private Men, " T " ‘ oo
"What new Sources will be found out to main-
tain “a’ foreign War, and a much larger Expence
in’ oy own Country, which will be neceffary to
defend us againft Enemies' Abroad, whom we K}all
provoke, and afrainft difcontented People at Homeé, -
who, it is to be féarcd, miay fay that they are op-
preficd anJ flarved ?  One “additional Shilling ‘in
the Pound upon Land, if thé ll’arli‘amc’nt can'be
rfugded to give, and the People be eafy in pay-
?ﬁg ;'2 will be but as‘a Drop of gvm thg:)w’h ‘i)n}tlo
the Ocean, whatever may be pretended at firft;
and then for all the Remainder we muft rin in
Debe, if we cdn gét any one to. truft 'us'; and,
whére fhall we 'raife ‘new Furds 3 ‘Here [ doubt
our Dublicans ahd Intentérs of new’ Gricvapces
will be at their Wit's End:” Itis ceftain “that the
greater the Difficulty is “in raifing them,’ the
greatet muft be the Price for raifihg them'; and
the prefunt Stocks will be lefs valuable in propor- .
tion as new Denands make more neceffary,

But fuppofe, that, to the infipit¢’ Diffatisfaltion
of the People, ‘and the utter Ruin and Deftru&tion
of all T'rade, the litle which is not already taxed
could bg taxéd, 2ad tutrivd into Funds, to create
new Markets for Stock- Jobbers, and enough could
be raifed to muintain a Wat two or three Years ;
what fhall we do next? It Is moft fure,” that the
Difficulty of obtainirg a Peace will giow in exalt
Proportion as we becoine lefy capable t3 carry on
the Wary end what Afliftaice, think ye, my

Country-
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Counlr]men, thall we have from our good Allies
to obtain a Peace? Without doubt, we fhall pay
the Piper at latt, and they will parcel out the con-
tended Dominions amangt themfelves, and attempt
to make us give up Gibral:ar and Port Mahon to
bind the Bargain ; nay, to pay befidcs a Jarge Sum
of Money for the Ships whicz we fhall have de-
ftroyed, and the other Mifchiefs which we fhall
have done, and which we need not do, I hope it
will pever be our Lot to affift fome of our Neigh-
bours at a valt Expence, and then reward them at
a further Expence for accepting our Affiftance 3
and to beat others of our Neigh%ours, to our own
Lofs as well as theirs, and pay them afterwards
for baving beat them:; What would the World
think of us in thig Cafe, but that as France had got
the Plague, England had got the Frenzy ; and that -
we were weakening ourfelves as faflt with our own
Hands, as the Divine Hand had weakened them?
But if, after all, we cannot get a Peace, or
fhall think fit not to fubmit to the honourable
Conditions which our honeft and faithful Confe.l.-
sates thall judge good enough for Hereticks, what
fhall we do then% They will have no Motives to
ferve us when they have done their own Bufinefs,
or rather when we have done it for them: I'hey
have fufficiently fhewn already what Inclination
they have to ferve us; and if ever they have done
ity they have been well paid for their Pains, What
Condition fhall we then be in tq oppofe onc or
more powerful Neighbours, and perhaps viQtorious
ones too, when we are enervated and exhaufted,
when our People are difcontented at Home, and
we have no regular Means to maintain Flects and
Armics, who muft be forced to maintain them-
. H3s ' felvesy
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felves, if we cannot maintain them? Thefe Mif-
chiefs (and terrible ones they are) rhay be eafily
foreleen, and ought to be prevented, if we would
prevent abfolute and conclufive Ruin; What, think
you, muft, in fuch a Circumflance of Affairs, be-
come of the Funds? If we lic ftill; they are loft of
“curlfe s and if we apply them to our neceflary De-
fence, T houtands a‘n§ {‘hoﬁfa'nds of innocent Ped-
ple muft be undone and become defperate, and in-
finitely inflame the popular Difcontents, and ftill
make more Taxes, more, more Oppreéflions necel-
fary : And yet who will be found fo hird-hearted,
as rot to fucrifice: the Interefts of Thoufands to the
Safety of Millions, when no other Refource is lefe?
liewate, - my Friends, of the firft Step, and
know your whole Journey before you move one
Foot ;" when you are up to the Ears in Mire, it
will Le too late 13 look back:. - At firft we may be
told by our Cenfederates 2nd their Creatures, that
vee need only bounce a little, and make a Shew of
Force, and every Thing will go to our Mind; but
a burnt Child will dread the Fire: When we are-
enzaned, we cannot retreat ; one Step will draw .
anoiher ; it wili not depend upon outfelves, whe-
ther we fhall go on or not; the Game will be then
in othicr Hands, who will play it to their own Ad-
vanlage, without regarding ours; and what we be-
gin in Wantonnefs, will probably end in our Con-

fulion. - 1% TR B PR T
. What then muft we think of an{ Men amongft
us, who would draw all thefe Mifchicfs, thefe in¢-
vitable Mifchiefs, upon their Country ! They muft
certainly be egregioufly foolith, or confummately
wicked. I hope, and believe, there are no fuch;
but if there be, without doubt tiiey have ta}l:qn
: their
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their Meafures, and have thought how to fave
themfelves, whatever becomes of their Country s
but in that too they may change to be miftaken, |
If it be neceflary to the publick Safety to kecp
eight or ten éﬁmps in Beadinefs for Adtion in
Times, of  ful]l Peace, whea there is no outward
Appearance of publick Difturbances, and no foreign
Power promotes or abets any fuch 3 how many
Camps will be neceflary when we have Encipics
aflaulting us from Abroad, and combining and in-
triguing with our own native Traytors at Home;
efpecially if . the People fhould be made ftill more
uncafy, by laying Burthens-upon them which they
cannot bear nor fland under? For my own Part, [
can fe2 no fteady Source or continuing Caufe for
the Difaffe@ion fo much complaincd of, but the
great and heavy Varicty of Taxes, of which oyr
Anceftors knew nothing, and which it is a fort of
a Science now to know ; and [ doubt that Difafive-
tion will not be cured by adding to the Number, -
* We can never, therefore, behave ourfelves with
morg true Duty to his Majeity, give better Advice
and Ailiftance to his Minittry, or acquit outfelves
with more Fidelity to our Country, than by oppo-
fing, in the moft vigorous Manner, fuch l\/{cafurcs
as threaten them all with Ruinj and by fhewing the
utmoft Refentiment againtt any ill-defigning Per-
fong, who would wickedly and traiteroufly facrifice a
great, free, and opulent Kingdom, to mad Whim-
!ies',r‘cr the pitiful mean Interefts of little States, -

FE IR EN . , _'Iam,"&é.
C - : Sl

Hy SATUR-
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Gl end Sikver i a Country 19 be confideved only as
R , " Commadities, .
. N l R’ LR T X ‘ ' :
_ BOrm}in_i telly us, that Archimedes was beat by
=9 itbe Bravoes in Parnaffis, for finding out a
mathematical Demonftration, by ,which it was
plainly proved, that all the Defigns of great, as
well as private Men, was dexteroufly to get Mo-
pey out of other People'’s Pockets, and put it in
their own,: And it is certain, that this is the
grand Delign and Bufines of all Mankind, the
chief if not the only Spring of all their A&ions,
and animates and infpites their beft as well as worft
Performances,  And . how commendable foever
this may be in private Men, who already enjoy all
the Convenicnces of Life, it is certainly the Inte-
seft and Duty of States, by all prudent and juft
Methods, to encreafc their Wealth and Power,
and in confequence their Security and Protedtion,
As Government is only the Union of many Indi-
viduals for their, common Defence; fo they can-
not attain that defirable End, unlefs by Accident
of Situation, fuperior Policy, or by fufficient Num-
ber, they can render themfelves ftrong enough to
repel the Injurics, and oppofe the Infults, of am-
bitious and unruly Neighbours ; otherwife they
-muft fubmit to be undone, or throw themfelves
under the Protetion of fome greater Potentateé
an
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and accept fuch Conditions as he pleafes to give,
and for no longer Duration than he'pleafes. : f
- As ‘this is the greateft Mifchief which human

Nature can fuffer, fo -cvery honeft and wife Man
will cndeavour to free himfelf, his Family, and
his Country, from fuch an abjc&, lamentable, and
forlorn Condition, and contribute all in his Power
to make the State which he lives under great, rich,
and formidable, I have already at large fhewn,
that no State in a fmall Tra& of Ground can be
fo, but by Liberty, which always produces Riches,
and every Quality which can grace and adorn the
Mind, and render Mankind preferable to the
Brute Creation. . ' ¢ '
~ Now nothing can be called Riches, but as it is
applicable, or rather as it is applied, to the Ufe of
Men. The vaft Trals of North-America feed
only a few fcattered and half-ftarved Inhabitants,
whilft the barren Rocks of Switzerland maintain
in Plenty great Numbers of wealthy and happy
People, © Alt Greece, Macedsn, and Epirus, toge-
ther, have not fo much Power now as fingle Ci-
ties in them had formerly. Countrics without In-
habitants will not defend themfelves, nor are worth
defending § nor will they maintain Inhabitants
without-their own Induftry and Application, Eve-
ry Nation is rich and powerful, in exat Propor.
tion ta the Numbers, the Employment, or the
Jdlenefs of the People; and the Power of the
State is the accumulative Wealth of the Whole 3
that is, what every Man can fpare for the com-
mon Defence, over and above what is neceflary
for his ‘own Subfiftence: fo that to make a State
gicaty the People muft be made rich and happy :
¥ heir private Hapginefs will make them willing to

H detend
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defend their Country, and their Wealth will ‘es-
able them todojt, . - . o .
« The Riches of private Men are fuch Things
as are peceflary or conducive to their perfonal Sup-
it, Convenience, or Pleafure 3 but many other
I'bings are neceflary. for the Defence and Aug-
mentation of States. There muft be Fortrefles,
Acttillery, armed Ships, and Magazines of War,
and proper Encouragements given to skilful Per-
fons to make ufs of them: There muft be often
great Armies at Land, and Flcets at Sea, main-
" tained and paid at the publick Expence, for the
publick Sequsity ; - all whith awft be maintained
out of the Superfluitics of thofe who flay at Home ;
and if they have not all thofe Materials neceffary
to their Prefervation, or conducive to their private
Happinefs,  in their own Country, (as few Coun-
tries have) they muft purchafe them Abroad with
the Produce of their own Country, or by Silver
and Gold, which purchafes all .Commodities,
Indeed, by the univerfal Confent of Mankind,
Silver and Gold is become the Medium of all
Commerce; and every State, as well as private
Man, is rich and powerful in proportion as he pof-
fefies or can command more or lefs of this univer«
{2l Commodity, which procures all the reft: All
other T hings are Riches only hic & nune; but thefe
wiil command every Thing, - and almoft every
Pecfon, in the World, » .
Gold and Silver are the Natives but of few
Couniries, and the Propriety but of few Perfons
in thofe Countrics, and can be obtained by others
enly by their Confent, or by Force and Rapine;
znd ¢enfequently, no State can 2row more con-
Suderable than their native Soi] will make d'.c;n,

.
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but by robbing their Neighbours of - whae. they
themfelves want or defire, ‘or: by parfading
them' to part with it wﬂlinglz }- thatds, either by
Ariis or Trade; and which of thefe two-will
conduce moft to the HappimfsmSecuritZ,*- and
Augmentation of . Edipires, - fhall.be tho Subjeét 'of
this Letter, . o o 00ttt g

If we confider this Queftion under the Head
of Juftice and Humanity, what cah be mare de-
teftable, than to murder and deftroy Mankind, -in
order to rob and pillage: them? War is compre-
henfive of moft, 4f not.all the Mitchiefs which
do or ever can' afli& Men: - It depopulates Na-
tions, | lays wafte the finctt: Countrics, ' deftroys
- Arts, Sciences, and Learning, butchers Innocents,
guins the bet Men, and advances the worfty. " ef-
faces cvery Trace of Virtue Piex, and Compaf-
fion, and introduces Conﬁaﬁdh,w parchy, dnd all
Kinds of Corruption in publick Affairs 5 and in-
deed is pregriant with fo many Evils, that it ought
ever to be avoided, wheh it can be avoided 5 and
it may be avoided when & 8tate can be fafe with-
outit, and much more fo when all the Advanta-
ges propofed by it can bo procured by prudent and
jult Methods, . e

/- Alk the Advantsge procured by Conqueft, is to
fecure what we pofiefs outfelves, - or to gain the
Poflellions of others, that is, the Produce of their
Country, and the Acquifitions of their Labour
and Induftry ; and if thefe can be obtained by
fair Means, %nd by their own Confent, fure it
muft be more eligible than to extort them by
Force, R ,
This is certainly more eafily and effetually
done by a well regulated Commesce, than by
Arms;
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Armst ‘The Balance of Trade will return ‘meré
clear Money from neighbouring Countrics, than
can be forced from them by Fleets or Armies, and
more advantafcouﬂy than under the odious Name
of Tribute, It enervates rival States by their own
Confent, and obliges them, whillt it impoverithes
and ruins them : It keeps our own People at Home
employed in Arts, Manufactures, and Husbandry,
inftead of murdering them in wild, expenfive, and
hazardous Expeditions, to the weakening their
own Country, and the pillaging and deftroying
their Neighbours, and only for the fruitlefs and
imaginary Glory of Conqueft : It faves the Trou-
. ble, Expence, and Hazard, of fupporting nume<
rous ftanding Armics Abroad to kecp the conquer.
ed People in Subjection ; Armies, who, for the
moft part too, if not always, enflave their own
Country, and ever fwallow up all the Advantages
of the Conquefts, I have often wondered at the
Folly and Weaknefs of thofe Princes, who will
facrifice Hundreds of Thoufands of their. own
faithful Subjets, to gain ‘s precarious and flavith
Submiffion from bordering Provinces, who will
feek all Opportunities to revolt 5 which cannot be
prevanited but by keeping them poor, wretched,
and miferable, and confequently umable to .pay
the Charges of their own Vaflaloge ; when, if
the fame Numter of Men and the fame Sums of
Morey were ufefully employed at Home, which
are neceflary to mnle and fupport the Congueft,
they would “add vaftly more to their Power and
Emgire,

It is not the Extent ¢f Territory, and vaft
Tradts of barren and uncultivated Land, which

nzke States  great and powerful, but Numlbers of
. indu~
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4nduftrious People under a proper CEconomy, and
advantageoufly and ufefully employed ; . and the
fame Number will be always more powerful jn a
fmall Tra& of Ground than a great onc: They
are here always at hand to aflift one another, to
carry on Manufaltures, and to promote and exc-
cute any great Defigns: All the Materials of
‘I'rade and Induftry are in Place, and by that
Means the Charges of Carriage preventedy, which
fwallows the Advantages of Commerce, and rens
ders it unprofitable. ‘The Impoflibility of fubfift
ing by Idlenefs renders them induftrious, Emulas
tion roufes their Ambition, and the Examples of
others animate them to defire to live in Splendor
and Plenty 5 and all thefe Paffions concur to fet
their Hands and Wits to work, and to promote
Arts, Sciences, and Manufaltures, to ftrike out
new Trades, form new Projefts, and venture upon
Defigns Abroad to enrich their own Country at
Home, : ,

Great Numbers of People crowded together,
are forced by their Neceflitics to turn every Stone,
and try cvery Method to fupport themfelves and
Families, and by doing fo wiil trace and difcover
by degrees all the Sources of Wealth. All Ways
will be found out to make ‘I'rade commodious and
profitable ; numerous Contrivances be thought on
to come at the Materials of Manufadtures cafily
and at cheap Rates, and to work them again at
the loweft Prices, Rivers will be made navigable,
Fngines invented, which, with the Atliftance of
few Hands, fhall fupply the Labour of Multitudes;
Store-houfes will be built to depofite Goods in,
vhilt they wait for Markets 3 Fitheries will be
ciccted, Colonies planted to furnith new Commo-

ditivs
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dides and new Materials of Commerce,-and wilt
vent too and carry off thofe turbulent and unruly
Spirits, who are unfit to live in a peaceable State,
and muft rob, hang, or ftarve there. By all thefe
Jaudable Methods, and many more, Riches will be
amafled, Money become: cheap, : and the.Intereft
of it leflened s and the lowering . the Interel of
Money will open new Trades, and ftill bring in
more Money, as well as improve the native '%‘cr-
ritory, encreafe vaftly the Purchafe of Land, and
encourage the building of Cities and Towns : for
the lefs Men expet for the Intereft of Profit of
their Principal, the more they can afford to lay
out in Trade, Building, or Husbandry, to return
but the fame Income; and confequently can grow
rich by the Commerce and the fame Improve-
ments, which would undo Nations where the In.
tereft of the Money is bigher, : '
There are few ntries in the World, but by
a due Culture would maintain many times the In-
habitants which poffefs it, better than they are at
prefent maintained, Our indulgeat Mother will
readily yield up her hidden Stores to fuch of her
Children as make a proper Courtfhip and Applica-
tion to her. The Treafures of the Eaith and Seas
are inexhauftible: One Acre of Ground well ma-
nured, cultivated, and fowed with Corn, will
produce Ten times as much for the Suftenance of
Man, asTen Acres not cultivated, or ill cultivated
and One Acre in Gardens will produce Ten times
as much as in Corn ; and it is much eafier, cheap-
er, and profitable, to improve our own Country,
and fo encreafe its Productions, than to fetch the
* ks Productions by Force from others. It is more
fafe, as weil as vistugus, to accept the willing and
chafle

-
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chafte Embraces of conjugal Affeion, than by
Violence to extort forbljd‘in and dangerous Plea-
fures, and which for the moft part, if not always,
fail our ExpeQlations, ,

But fuppofing the Soil belonging to any Nation
fhould not be fufficient to fupport all its Inhabitants,
which I believe is the Cafe of Fblland ; ‘yet it is
certain they may purchafe from their Neighbours
what they want, for very much lefs than they can
earn at Home in Arts and Manufaltures, Labour
in Husbandry is the leaft profitable Employment in
the World; and Ten Mcn fo employed will not
carn theWages of One good Artift, and the mean-
cft Mechanicks and Artificers earn more thin
Husbandmen ; and confequently have a Surplus
from their own Labour after they have bought the
Production of the other’s Induftry. This is the
Circumftance of Cities and trading Towns, who
have no Growth of their own, and yet grow rich
by retailing and manufa@uring the Growth of the
neighbouring Countries, over and above what they
confume for their own Subfiftence and Ufe; and
the fame is true of trading States, As Tyre, and
other free States, did formerly, fo Fhliand at pre-
fent grows vaftly rich and formidable, by kecping
its Neighbours employed in the poor and menial
Trade of Husbandry, whillt they employ their
own People in Arts and Manufatares ; a fmall
Part of which fupplies them with the Produdtions
of the other’s Labour, and with the reft they pure
chafe a great Part of the Riches of the World,
By thofe Means they have made themfelves more
confidzrable in that little Spot of Land, than great
Empires have done by Conqueft, which always

corrupts,
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gorrupts, and often enflaves, the Congqierors as
we’l}a; the Conquered, ~ '

-

' I;m, &e.
e ———————
SATURDAY, Auguf 4, 1723, No, 88,

The Rey alzjabé‘nejs' and Advantage of allowing the Exa
portm/';_/a of Silver and Gold, with the Dnpoffibility

of prevening the fame,

SIR,. . .

HAving in my laft Letter confidered Silver and
Gold as the only certgin, durable, and uni-
verfal Riches ; and, fince the attaining them is the
chief View and Defign of all Mankind; 1 fhall in
this confider a Queflion which puzzles the greateft
Part of the World, and which, as I think, they
for the mu@t part Jdetermine wrongly 3 namely,
Wiien a Nution is once pofleffed of them, whether
it is their Intereft to let them be exported again ?
I this I Lave the Opinion of moft States againft
me, wio piohibit the carrying them out under the
fovereft Pevalties, fometimes before, and fometimes
after they are converted into their current Coin 4
and to me nothing feems more injuriouss, imperti-

neut, and imp:tent, than to make fuch Laws,
No Suil or Climate produces ail Commaodities,
and no Nation works all Sorts ot Manufaltures,
which arc of common and neceflary Ufe 5 nor
car any Man, by his own Skill and Labour, make
or acgaire any confiderable Part of fuch T'hings as
be wants or defires; and confuquently he can hava
)
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no Means of attaining them, but by exchanging
what he does not want for what he does, But
fince it does and will moft commonly happen,
that the Perfon who is poflefled of the Commodity
vehich one Man defires, does not want what he
has to give in liew of ity or not enough of it to
anfwer the Value of what he parts with §  there-
fore fomething clfe muft be found out to make the
Account even,

From hence Mankind have found themfelves
under a Neceflity to agree upon fome univerfal
Commodity, which fhall meafure the Value of al
the reft, and balance all Accounts at luft. Hi-
therto nothing has been difcovered which will
anfwer that Purpofe fo cffe&ually as Silver and
Gold: Their Contexture hinders them from
being perifhable, their Divifibility qualifics them to
anfwer all Oceafions, their Scarcity enhances their
Price, fo as to make a great Value lic in a narrow
Compals, and eafily portable ; and the more regu-
Jar #.d cqual Supplics of them than of other Com-
moditics, render them proper Standards for the
Valuation of other Things. Thefe therefore
being, by general and almoft univerfal Agreement,
the ii«gums of Commerce, the Balance of all
Traffick, and the ultimate View and chief Ad-
vantage propofed by it; we are to confider how
far thofe Ends and Advantages can be anfwered
by exporting them again, .

Now it is certain, that many Commodities of
abfolute and indifpenfible Ufe are in the Pofleffion
of Nations who do not want thofc which we have
to give in Exchange for them ; or, knowing our
Neceflities, will not part with them but for Silver

and Gold; and therefore we muft bave them upon
their
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their Terms, or not have them at all. '~ Some
of them are the Materials of  our Munufatures,
which will return to us again many times the
Money which we advance in procuring them ;
and very often they are ncceflary to carry onT'rade
in general, as enabling the Merchants to make
Affortments of Goods proper for particular Mar-
kets; or are the Materials of Navigation, or My-
gazines for War and common Defence,
No Country ‘waants always the fame Supplies,
or has the famé Growth and Quantity of Manu-
faQtures to'purchafe them; nor can any Merchant
have a clear View of the whole Commerce of the
Country which he deals with ;  nor do the Com-
madities always bear the fame Price ¢ fo that the
Balance will often vary, and muft be paid at faft
in thofe univerfal Commodities, No Nation ‘or
private Man will deal with another, who will not
pay lis Debts 3 and if he has not other Commo-
dit'es to pay them with, orif thofe which he has
are not wanted, or will not be accepted in4'ay-
ment, he muft pay ther in fuch as will ; and,
whatever jt cofts bim, muft deliver thems into the
Cuftody, or to the Order and SatisfaCtion, of his
Creditor, : Lo .
It is foolith to imagine, that any Precautions,
or the greateft Penalties,” will kecg Money in any
Country where it is the Inter¢tt of Numbers to
carry it out: The Experience of - every Nation
‘may convince us of this T'ruth ; Gold and Sijver
lie “in fo little Campafs, are fo edfily concealed,
and there are fo many Conveniences and Oppor-
tuniti¢s to carry them off, that fmall Encourage-
ments will always find - Adventurers, and thofc
Adventurers will almoft always fucceed,  Fhere
is
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is no Way in Nature to hinder Money from being
exported, - but by hindering the Occafions of it}
that is, by hindering the Ufe and Confumption of
thofé ‘Things which it is fent out to buy; for
wheh they are bought they muft be paid for, or
all Traffick is at angl'lnd e L
~ "T'hefe Propofitions being, as I conceive, felf-
evident, it is next to be difcufled, whether it te
the Intereft of a State to permit their Money to
go out frecly; or, by annexing Penalties to the
exporting it, enhance the Difficulty, and raif= the
Price of carrying it out, by obﬁginﬁ the Exporter
to pay himfelf largely for his own Huzard, as well
as the Hazard of the Seas: And I think nothing is
more demonftrable; than that the greater the Ob-
facle that is lain in his Way, and the greater the
}Hazard which he runs, the more he will be obliged
to export; for whatever he has agreed to pay be-
z’ond Sea, muft be difcharged, whatever it cofts
\im to get it thither, and he is to be paid befides
all the Charges of gcttin% it thither, L
Bills of Exchange only ferve the Purpofe, and
fave the Expence of paying the Carricr 5 for if
one Man has Moncy due to him Abroad, and the
other wants the fume Sum _here, they will both
fave the Charges of Carriage, by one’s paying it
where he does not want it, and the other’s reccive-
ing it where he does:” But if there be more De-
mands by the Merchants of one Country upon
their Correfpondents in another, than the others
can pay by the Producc of their Effeéls, or from
Debts due to them cliewhere, (which will be ac-
cepted gs Payment) the Surplus muft be returned
in Silver and Gold, ' and they muft pay too the
Perfons who carey it; and other Merchants fo;in;
: their
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their Neceflicy, will take Advantage of it, and re.
ceive Premiums for as much as they can return in
Bills, in proportion to the Charge which it will
coft to fend it in Specie, and the Hafte which
their Créditors are in to receive it : Rut herein
they will riot have Regard only to the Commerce
between thofe particular Nations, but to the
Courfe and Balance of general Trade; for Bills
often travel from Country to Country, and take
a large Circuit, before they center, and the Ac-
ccunt is finally made up at Home, And this I
take to be the whole Myftery of Exchange, which
is ¢'ther paying, or faving the Charge of paying,
the Carrier; and if you do not do it yourfelf,
others, who do it for you, will reap Advantage
from it.

Since then Money or Bullion muft be exported,
when Debts are contraéted Abroad, I think it is
eligible to fend out the firlt rather than the Jatter,
or at lealt to leave People at Libesty to export
which they pleafe, Indeed, they are the fame
“Thing; for all Money is Bullion, and all Bullion
is eafily convertible into Mongy ; and all that is
nct otherwife manufalured, would be converted
into it, if there were no Difadvantage in doing
fo. The Advantages are obvious, and the Charge
to the Proprietors nothing ; for the Stamp of
Authority afcertains the Weight and the Finenefs ;
and the dividing it into fmall Parcels, makes jt
more ufeful for Commerce, which renders it
more valuable Abroad as well as at Home; and
confequently Foreigners will be contented to pay
Part, if not the Whole, of the Charge of coining
it. . It could in no Circumftance be of lefs Value,
if it were not denied a Privilega. and,'Advan;qg;

whi¢
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which it had before it was coincd ; which is the
Liberty of Exportation, and being ufed in fogeign
as well as domeftick Trade: for, whilft free
Liberty of Exportation is allowed to one, and
denied to the other, and yet there are frequent
and neceffary Occafions of ‘exporting. one or the
other, it muft happen that cither Money will
be melted into Bullion, and fo the Manufaéture be
loft, ot Bullion muft be bought by Moncy at a
Price anfwerable to the Neceflity or the {hurd
of carrying it in Specje Abroad, or of melting it
down at !‘quc, and the Expence of Confcience
afterwards in fwearing it to be foreign Bullion;
which fometimes has raifed the Price 8 or 10 per
Cent, '~ ‘ s

. Now it muft be obvious to any one, who the
leaft confiders this Queftion, how much fuch Pro.
hibitions muft affeét our general Trade, they be-
ing equivalent to the pytting an cqual Duty upon
the Exportation of our own Commodities, which
all wife Nations encourage by all Ways that they
can, and often by giving Premiums to the Expor-
ter. They ‘give other Nations the Means and
Opportunity to trade-fo much per Cent. cheaper
than we can; which muft certainly carry away
from us many valuable F'rades: ‘[hey enhance
tle Value of all fereign Materials which we ufe
in our Manufatures, that are bought with Bullion
or Money, as many of them are ; which muft in
confequence ratfe the Price of thefe Manufadtures,
ard hinder their Sale ; and, above all, make the
Materials of Navagation dear to us, upon which
all ‘Trade in a grcat meafure depends, and the

Carrizge-Trade wholy, B
ut
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But not only thofe Trades, which are altoge-
ther or partly carried on by Bullion or Moncy,
will be affeted by them, but all Trade whatfo-
ever: For, as I have before thewn, that Bullion, |
being the Mcdium of the Value of all Commodi-
ties between Nation and Nation, as Money is be- {
tween People of the fame Nation 3 if the latter be
of equal Weight and Finenefs with the former,
and yet lefs valuable; then of neceflary Confe-
quence Home Commodities muft be fold cheaper
in Foreign Countries, and theirs muft fell dearer
here; which muft alter the Balance propostionably
to our Difadvantage : for we fell at Home for our
_own Money, and buy abroad with Bullion ; which
are cqually valuable in themfelves, the Coinage
excepted, and will be equally bought in Foreign
Markets for the fame Quantity of Commodities,

Suppofe, for Example, that Corn bore the fame
Price in refpet of Silver and Gold here as in
Hilland, and yet we muft give more for it when
that Silver and Gold is converted into Money
than they do, who get the Difference by import-
iaﬁtheir Silver ; then it is evident that they can

rd to buy it of us, and fclt it again to foreign
Markets cheaper than we can, and fometimes to
ourfelves; and confequently muft carry away that
Trade from us, ‘T hefe Events are incvitable, un-
lefs we Jet our Money be exported, or turn all our
Coin into Bullion, and make that the Medium of
domeftick as well as forcign Commerce; which
mauft foon be our Cafe, and every Day grows more
and more fo: for who will give himfclt the T'rou-
ble of carrying his Bullion to the Mint, to have it
made lefs valuable than before 2 Whkiereas if Moncg

ha
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bad the fame Liberty of Exportation as Bullion
has, all the Silver not otherwife manufalured
would immediately be carried thither and coined,
and lefs of it be carricd out afterwards for the
Reafons befare given, - . .

But whilft it remains upon the prefent Foot,
whatever Contradts are ma(reo for Englifh Goods in
Englib Moncy, will be paid for with lefs Bullion
than will coin into the fame Quantity of Moncy ;
and whatever are bought Abroad will coft us more
Money than the fame is worth in Bullion: So that
Foreigners will choofe to carry off our Money,
rather than our Bullion or Goods, and will after-
wards melt it down, and find their Account in re-
turning it upon us again for more Money § and fo
on, till they have got all that we have; w{xich can
be preventest alone by putting coined and uncoined
Silver upon the fame koot, and giving them equal -
Advantages, the Coinage excepted. - =, . "

‘I'il} this be done, we muft fuffer in our Exe
chan%: with moft, if not all the Countries in the
World: For whilft our Coin in Quantity is ‘lefs
valuable ¢han Bullion,; and theirs equal or more
valuable, every Thing that we buy or fell muft be
affedted by it 3 and we muft pay our Debts with
more Silver, and receive them in kefs than they do;
which muft make a vaft Difterence in the Return
of our whole Tiade,

T his is fo much the Intereft of every Party, and
almolt every Man in every Party, that 1 have
often wondered how fo many able Patriots that
have fat at the Helm fhould never once think of
duing their Country this great Scrvice. I cannot
doulic but Men of their great Abilitics muft under-
fland this plain Propofitwn 3 and methinks xhe%;

thoul
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fhoald fometimes find it their Intcret and Duty to
fave a little Money for their Countrymen, and not
always to be taking from them, efpecially when
they themfelves dofe nothing by doing fo much
Good to othersy and though fome People, who do
not underftand the Benefit of fuch a Law,* may be
at firft diftafted by it, yet I could with to fee that
thole who have had no Regard to their Opinions
when they were.doing Mifchicf to them, would
not be fo over-fcrupulous of offending them in once
doing them and their Country this great and ge-

neral Benefie, -
T S Iam, &¢,

SaTurDAY, Ay 11, 1732, - No. 89,

Every Man's true }Me;fﬂ Jound in the éeneral Dite-
: refl. — How Ktile this is confidered |

STR, R

O ST Men fee the Advantages of T'rade to

LV 2 Couritry, and- to every Man in it; but
very few know how to improve thofe Advantages,
and much fewer endeavour to do o, - As foon as
any Law is cnalted, or propofed for publick Benc-
fit, particular Men fet their Wits to work how to
draw feparate Advantages from thofe Provifions,
whatever becomes of the Publick; and indeed it is
not to be hoped, much lefs expefted, that they
fhould cver do otherwife. But what is moft to be
lamented is, that the Publick very often fufiers by
their not confulting their real Interctts, and in pur-
fuing little Views, whilft they lofe great and fud-
flantial

¥
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flantial Advantages, A very fmall Part of Man-
kind have Capacities large enough to judge of the
Whole of Things; but catch at every Appearance
which promites prefent Benefit, without confider-
ing how it will affe@ their general Intereft; and
fo bring Misfortuncs and lafting Mifery upon them-
felves, to gratify a prefent Appetite, Paflion, o¢
Defire. .
This is certainly true in almoft every Circum-
ftance of publick and private Lifg: The latter falls
within alr Mens Obfervation 3 and the other hap-
ns as often, though not as often taken Notice of.
ow many are there, who do not prefer a fervile
Office or Penfion before the general Intereft of
their Country, in which their own is involved
and fo facrifice their Liberty and the Prote®ion
which they receive from equal Laws, for momen-
tary and precarious Advantages; and by fuch
Means lofe or hazard a large Inheritance, or make
it much lefs valuable, for trifling Bencfits, whick
will not pay half the Diffcrence ? '
Nothing is fo much the Intereft of private Men,
as to fee the publick flourith: for, without mén-
tioning the Pleafure and internal Satisfaltion which
a generous Mind muft receive, in feeing all Peo-
ple about him contented and happy, inftead of
meagre and ftarved Looks, Nakednefs and Rags,
and deje@ted and melancholy Faces; to fee all
Objects gay and pleafing; to fee fruitful and well
manured Fields; rich, fplendid, and populous Ci-
tics, inftead of barren Rocks, uncultivated De-
fargs, and difpcopled and empty Towns: I fay,
befides avoiding all this Horror, every Man’s pri-
vate Advantage is fo much wrapt up in the pub-
lick Felicity, that by every Stcp which he takes
Vour. I, 1 @
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to depreciate his Country’s Happinefs, he under.
mines and deftroys his own: When the Publick
“Ys fecure, and Trade and Commerce flourifh,
every Man who has Property, or the Means of
acquiring Property, will find and feel the bleffid
Ffte@s of fuch a Circumftance of Affairs; all the
- Commodities which he has -to difpofe of will find
a ready Vent, and at a ood, Price; his Inheri-
tance will encreafe every Bay in Value  he is en-
* couraged, and finds it his Intereft, to build, and
iriprove his Lands, cultivate new T'rades, and
- promote new ManufaCtures ; and by thefe Means
. the People will be employed, and enabled to live
"in Plenty, to marry, encreafe, and pay for the
Produ&ions of the Lind, which otherwife will
bave little or no Produion: Foreigners will be
jr.vited to partake of our Happinefs, and add to
the publick Stock ; and even the Poor and Help-
Jefs will have their Sharc in the general Felicity,
* arifing from the Superfluitics and Charity of tg.e
-Rich. But the reverfe of this glorious and happy
- Scene fhews itfelf in enflaved and corrupted Na-

tions, ‘ * o

But as this is abundantly the Intereft of private
Men, it is much more fo of Princes; T he Rickes
of a Prince are the Riches of his People, and his
* Sccurity and chief Happinefs are their Afﬂ-c}ions:
" “T'hey do not confift in pompous Guards, fplencid
* Courts, heaped up and extorted Wealth, ferdile
and flattering Parafites, pumerous, expenfive, dnd
* glittering  Attendants, Profufion, and Extrava-
ance; but in the fleady and faithiul Duty ard
Devotions of a grateful and conterted Pecple, wio
derive and own’ their Happinefs to flow from bis
Caic and Beneficence,  Flatterers and Parafites
. s ol
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often will find it their Interelt to betray him,
(and what elfc can be expéted from thofe who
betrayed their Country firft? ) his Guards often
revolt’ from him, and fometimes murder him,
and ncither can be dcﬁende'd upon in any Exigen-
cy of his Affairs ; his amafled Wealth fhall be
often their Plunder, and his Deftrution the Price
of their new Engagements. But a whole Peopls
can never have an Intereft feparate from the Inte-
refts of ‘a good Prince; Their diffufive Wealth
will be always at his Call, becaufe it is to be ex-
pended for their own Benefit: ‘Their Perfons will
ever be at his Command, to defend themfclves
and him ;T his is a Source of Wealth and Power,
which can fcarce ever be exhaufted. When Men
fight for themfelves and their All, they are not to
be conquered till they are extinguifhed; and there
are few Inftances where they have be¢n ever con-
quered, at leaft till they were not worth con-
quering. : .
Befides, the Superfluities and wanton Gifts of
a free and happy People will bring more Money
into his Cofters, than Racks and Armies can ex-
tart from cnflaved Countries, “J'he States of Bra-
tiut alone gave mor¢ Money formerly to the
Dukes of Burgundy and to Charles V, than in all
Probability the whole Seventcen Provinces would
have yiclded to Spain fince, if they had been all
fubdued ; and [ dare fay, if England ever lofes its
Libertics, its Princes, in a litde time, would not
be able, with W hips and Chains, to force as much
Money out of it in Seven Y'ears, as we have feen
it pay in One: They might fetch Blocd and T'eais
from their Subjeé@s, but little clfe, It is undenia-
biy therefore true, that the Publick Intereft is the
| Interet
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Intereft of both Prince and People, which almoft
every onc owns in Words; apd yet how few do
fo in their Alions? . | L '
. Every Man fegs the Advantage of being for-
midable Abread, and fafe at Home, and knows
that we cannot attain either but by belng at the
Char%c of it; and that the more equally and im-
partially Taxes are laid, the fewer wil(be necel~
fary, and more Money raifed: Yet how few Men
will come into equal and impartial Taxces? Apd
what have any got by contrary Methods? It is
certain, that lefs Taxes than are now paid to one
another, if fairly Jevied at firft, would have ended
all our Wars, and not left us one Penny in Debt;
whereas every Landed Man in England now owes
the fourth or fifth Part of his Eftate to the pub-
lick Engagements, by declining the Payment of
perhaps the tenth Part of it when it was due, or
yought to have been due ; and beflides, has rendered
all the reft infecure, by difabling the Publick to
defendit. . . - o ‘
. Who, that is interefted in the National Funds,
does not foe, that if fome Method be not foon
‘taken to pay them off, they can never be paid at
- all ;. that no Nation will deliver themfelves .up to
. aforgign Enemy,. or be contened to languith, ex-
. pire,.ard perifh, at Home, to make good juggling
and extorting Bargains, cooked up between ééur
_ tiers and Brokers 3 that. publick Neceflitics will
happen in the Courfe of human Affairs, and thofe
. Neceflitics will juftify o colour uncommon Mea-
. furs; and that corrupt Minifters, in Times to
come, may advife their Mafters to extraordinary
. Courfes, and defperate Alts of Power? And yet
how many are there amongft thefc Gentlemen (the
greatelt
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reateft Part of whofe Fortunes depend upon thefe
ilvents) who will fall into ‘any effeftual Meafures
to make the Payment of thefe Debts due to them-
felves pra@ticable, “of thag sre not reddy to ‘catch
at and to promote the raifing a new Fund ; though
they muft fee that evé?{ Step which the'y take to-
wards ;z renders the Payment of the old ones des
fperate C SR
: How many Courtiers have we fcen in our Days,
that have not done every Thing which'they con-
demned in their Predeceflors ; though by doing
fo they undermined thé Gl‘oulvd upon Which they
ftood, and played the Game into their Enemies
Hands zgain, who did the fame before into theirs?
How often have we feen them decline any Means
of raifing Money, though ever fo fatal to Tride
or their Country ? Or when have we feen them
expend it afterwards with Frugality and Prudence
to prevent the Neceffity of raifing it over ngain;
And yct, by aQing thus, they leflened their own
Intereft with the People, and in confequence too
with their Prince ; who generally will find it ne-
ceflary to difcard them when they become odious
and contemptible ; and fometimes will think it
prudent to recommend himfelf to his People, by
delivering them up as Sacrifices to publick Ven-
eance ; whereas if they ated a faithful and juft
art, they might grow old in Power, and be dou-
ble Bleflings to their Prince and to their Fellow-
Su!a,c&s.
ho docs not fce the Benefit of navigable Ri-
vers, which makes the carrying out our own Com=
moditics, and the bringing to us what we want,
cheap and eafy ; snd conk‘?uentl encreafcs the
Price of the former, and leflens th Price of the
1, Jatter ¢
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latter? And yet a Projet of that kind always meets
Qppofition from many People upon trifling Mo-
tives, without cver confideiing the Advantages on
the other Side, which moft commonly muft over.
balance their imaginary Lofles, by computing their
whole Income and Expence, '

Al private Men fce the Benchit that would ac-
erue to England, and to almoft every Man in it,
by bringing all the Materials of Navigation, and
particularly Iron, from our own Plantations, which
are for the moft part bought for Money from 1ival
States, who may be, and are often, our Enemies,
“T'hough this would fettle our Naval Power upon
a.fixed and folid Foundation, and Jeave it no
Jonger to depend upon accidental and precarious
Supplies, liable to the Impofitions and Caprices of
shofe Nations, and fu!{;‘&& to be intercepted by
others who may be in War with us; yet we have
. feen, oftencr than once, that Gentlemen of great
Eftates have denied their Country this general
Good, and preferred the little Advantage of flling
a particular Wood at an advanced Price, or the
Encouragement of a private Iron-work, to fo great
a Benehit to themfelves and their Country 3 with-
out ever giving themfelves Leave to balance the,
much greater Augmentation of Wealth and Secy-
sity which would accrue perfonally to them, by
keeping fo much Money in their Country; and
by bringing io a great desl more from forei%n
States, by making Navigation ealy and cheap, by
fupplying themfelves and their Tenants with . the
lnl{)rumcn(s and Utenfils of Husbandry, Building,
and Houfe-keeping, st lower Rates, and fo ena-.
bling themfelves to make greater Profit of their
Lands, and their Tenants to, pay them ﬁrcatcl'

. cats 3
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Ren