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OBSERVATIONS, &c.

My Lorbp,

OUR lordfhip’s charatter as a patriot, a
philofopher, and the firm friend of the
general rights of man, encourages me to pre-
fent to you the following Obfervations on Mr.
Burke’s famous Refle&ions on the Revolution
in France. They claim no popular attention
for the ornaments of flile in which they are
delivered; they can attra@ no admiration
from the fafcinating charms of eloquence;
they are direfted, not to captivate, but to con-
vince; and it is on the prefumption that your
lordthip attends more to the Jubflance and end
of literary compofitions, than to the art of
their arrangement, which induces me to

flatter myfelf with your approbation.
B It
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It is not furprizing that an event, the moft
important to the deareft interefts of mankind,
the moft_fingular in its nature, and the moft
affonifbing in its means, fhould not only have
attracted the curiofity of all civilized nations,
but that it thould have engaged the paflions
of all refleéting men.

Two parties are already formed in this
country, who behold the French Revolution
with a very oppofite temper: to the one, it
infpires the fentiments of exw/tatior and rap-
ture; and to the other, indignation and frorn,
I thall not take upon me to confider what are
the fecret paflions which have given birth to
thefe laft fentiments ; and fhall content myfelf
with obferving, that Mr. Burke has under-
taken to be the oracle of this laft party. The
abilities of this gentleman have been fully ac-
knowledged by the impatience with which
the public have waited for his obfervations;
and when we confider that he has been in 2
manner educated in the great {chool of Par-
liament, that he has affifted in the public
councils of the Englifh nation for the greater
part of his life, we muft fuppofe him fully
competent to the tafk he has undertaken, of

cenfuring
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cenfuring the politics of our neighbour king-
dom, and entering into an exa@ definition
of thofe native rights which equally attach
themfelves to every defcription of men,

Is there a rational obfervation, or argu-
ment, in moral exiftence, which this gentle-
man (fo highly favoured by nature and cir-
cumftances for political debate) could poffibly
have pafled over, on a fubje& in which he
appears fo greatly intercfted, and of which he
has taken a full leifure to confider. When
we find him then obliged to fubftitute a warm
and paffionate declamation to a cool invefliga-
tion, and to addrefs the paffions inftead of
the reafon of mankind, we fhall be induced
to give a fuller credit to our judgment and
our feelings, in the view we have taken of
this interefting object, and the pleafure it has
given us.

Mr. Burke fets out with throwing a great
deal of contemptuous cenfure on two club fo-
cieties in London, for a very harmlefs exer-
tion of natural and conftitutional liberty.
They certainly had a right to compliment the
French National Affembly on a matter of do-
meftic government, and to exprefs an agpro-

B 2 bation
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bation of their condu@, with a freedom equal
to that which Mr. Burke has taken in hig
letter to exprefs his abborrence.

The National Aflembly of France have
taken no fuch fugercilious flate upon them,
as would render fuch a communication of
fentiment ridiculous or prefumptuous. As
the patrons of egual liberty, they have not
difdained the addrefles of the meanef indi-
vidual : confequently the Revolution Society
then might rationally expe@ that their ad-
drefs would have met with a civil recep-
tion, though not clothed with the * dig-
nity of the whole reprefentative majefty of
the whole Englith nation.”

But Mr. Burke thinks that thefe gentlemen
have fo ftrong a predile@ion in favour of the
democratic arrangements which have taken
place in France, that they have been induced
to with, if not to indulge an hope, that fome
very important reformations may in the pro-
cels of time alfo take place in this country;
and thefe harmlefs operations of the mind in
a few obfeure individuals (for fuch are the
members defcribed who compofe the offend-
ing clubs) have produced in Mr. Burke ap-

prehenfions
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prehenﬁons no ways confiftent with the bigh
opiaion he has formed of the Englith confti-
tutien, or of the fromg attachment which he
fupoofes all thatis great and good in the na-
tion have to it.

Dr. Price, whofe animated love for man-
kind znd the fpread of general happinefs
moved to exprefs the efrufion of his patri-
otic fentiment, in a fermon preached the 4th
of Ncv. 1789, at the diflenting meeting-
heufe in the Old Jewry, is cenfured by Mr.
Burke in fevere, and even acrimonious terms.
Among other parts of the very offenfive mat-
ter with which he charges this fermon, the
having aflerted that the King of Great Bri-
tein owes bis right to the Crown by the choice
of the peaple, is particularly felected, as worthy
an hiftorical and argumentative confutation.

The liberty that was taken in the year
1688, by a convention of Lords and Com-
mons, to depofe king James the reigning
fovereign from the throne, and to veft the
fovereignty of the realm in his daughter
Mary, and her hufband the prince of
Orange ; and afterwards by the legiflature,
to pafs an adt to fettle the fucceflion in queen

Anne
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Anne and her iffue, and in default of thefe,
in the heirs of king William’s body, and
in default of thefe, in the houfe of Hanover,
(the Proteftant defcendants of the houfe of
Stuart in the female line;) and this to the
prejudice not only of king James, but of his
fon, who had been acknowledged as the law-
ful heir of histhrone; and alfo to the prejudice
of the houfe of Savoy, who by lineal defcent
were the next in regular fucceflion; are in-
deed fa&ts, which might warrant a ploin
tbinking man in the opinion, that the prefent
reigning family owe their fucceffion to the
choice or affent of the people. But, in Mr.
Burke’s opinion, thefe fadts are of no weight,
“ becaufe the whole family of the Stuarts
were ot entirely left out of the fucceffion,
and a native of England advanced to the
throne; and becaufe it was declared in the
a& of fucceffion, that the Proteftant line
drawn from James the firft, was abfolutely
neceffury for the fecurity of the realm.”

That thofe individuals of the family of the
Stuarts, who had never committed any of-
fence againft the peace of the country, and

whofe mcde of faith was not injurious to its
welfare,
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welfare, thould not be fet afide in favour of
an abfolute ftranger to the blood, was cer-
tainly a juff meafure ; and it was certainly wifz
to leave as jfew competitors to the crown as
poflible, whether on grounds founded in juf-
tice, or in mere plaufibility. But there wasa
reafon {till more forcible for the condu& of
the two Houfes of Convention, and after-
wards for the Parliament in their conftitu-
tional capacity ; and the reafon is this, that
without the prince of Orange, and the affiffance
of bis Dutch army, there could have been no
Revolution.  For the Englith nation at large
was {o little convinced of the fevere and grave
neceffity which Mr. Burke talks of, that the
people of themfelves would never have been
rcufed to have depofed king James; and they
regarded all his innovations with fuch a con-
Jhtutional phlegm, that had this unfortunate
monarch poflefled the qualities of firmnefs,
perfeverance, or patience, he muft either
have been killed by the dark means of affa/
Jination, or he would have continued on the
throne.
That the friends of the Revolution knew
they could not do without the affiftance of
3 king
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king William, is plain, by their laying afide
the intention of vefting Mary fingly with the
fovereignty, on his declaring that if this
event took place, he would return to Hol

land, and leave them to themfelvcs.
However ftrongly the warm friends of
freedom might wifh that this abftrac right
of the people, of chufing their own magif~
trates, and depofing them for ill condu&,
had been laid open to the public by a formal
declaration of fuch a right in the aéts of fuc-
ceflion, this certainly was not a period of
time for carrying thefe wifhes into execution,
The whole body of the people had fwallowed
deeply of the poifor of church policy; pafive
obedience, by their means, had fo entirely fup-
planted the afffraét notion of the rights of men,
which prevailed in the oppofition to Charles
the firft; and fo defirous were the triumphant
party to prevent the revival of fuch a princi-
ple, by which their interefts had been affe@ed,
that they took care to confound the only juff
authority they had for their condu&, in as
great a mift of wwords awd terms as poffible.
Befides, would William, who was the foul of
the whole proceeding, have given way to 2
claim,



[ 3]
caim, by which, in the plaineft terms, he
was bound to his good behaviour ?

Mr. Hume juftly fuppofes, that if the re-
volution had happened one hundred years
after it did, it would have been materially
different in all its circumftances, Inftead of
thinking with Mr. Burke, that fuch a plain
declaration of the rights of men would have
tended to difturb the quiet of the nation, I
firmly believe that it would have had a con-
trary effect; for, in this cafe, thofe endlefs
difputes between the Nowjurors, Tories, and
Whips, would foon have had an end. For, the
queftion not being involved in that obfcurity,
contradiétion, and abfurdity, in which it was
enveloped by the revolutionifts, #rutb and
reafon would have refumed their fway; party
Jjargon would have been exploded; the people
would have given a chearful obedience to the
new government ; and that dreadful neceffity
by which Sir Robert Walpole excufed the in-
troducing a fettled fyfem of corruption into the
admiriftration, would never have exifted.

When the fucceflion to a crown in one
family, or even the pofleflion of private pro-
perty, owes its origin to the people, moft
undoubtedly the authority from whence it’s

Cc derived,
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derived, attaches itfelf to the gift as equally
in every individual of the family through the
whole line of fucceflion, as in the firft poffef-
for. And I can hardly believe, that there was
one enlightened member who compofed pare
of that legiflative body who fettled the fuc-
ceflion to the throne, could poffibly think
that body poffefled of fuch a plenitude of
power, as fhould give them a right, not only
to /et afide the regulations of their anceftors,
but to bind their poflerity, to all fucceeding
generations, in the permanent chains of an
unalterable law. Should we once admit of
a power fo incompatible with the conditions of
bumanity, and only referved for the ditates
of divine wifdom, we have not, in thefe en-
lightened days, improved on the politics of
the fanatic atheift Hobbes: For be fuppofes an
original right in the people to chufe their gover-
nors ; but, in exerting this right, the citizen
and his pofterity for ever lofe their native
privileges, and become bound through the
whole feries of generations to the fervice of 3
mafter’s will.

We will now take into confideration the na-
ture and tendency of the two different compli-

ments which have been paid by Dr. Price and
Mr
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Mr. Burke to his Majefty and his fucceffors.
Dr. Price, 1 think, puts their right to govern-~
ment on the moff dignificd, and perhaps, in the
event of things, on the moff permanent footing,
But Mr. Burke would have done well to confi-
der, whether fuch a compliment as he is willing
to pay to royalty is at all proper, either for
the fubject to make, or the King to receive.
To a weak prince, it would be apt to cancel
in his mind all the obligations which he owes
to the people, and, by flattering him in a vain
conceit of a mere perfonal right, tempt him
to break thofe facred ties which ought to
bind and direct his government. I am apt to
believe, that almoft a// the vices of royal ad-
miniftration have principally been occafioned
by a flavifb adulation in the language of their
fubje&ts; and, to the fhame of the Englifh peo~
ple.it muft be {poken, that none of the enfla-
ved nations in the world addrefs the throne
in a more fidfome and hyperbolical file of fub-
miffive flattery.

To a wife and a good prince, compliments
of the fame complexion, made and recom-
mended by Mr. Burke, would be ofenfive.
He would confider it as taking away the
nobleft and fafzft title by which he poffefles his

Cz power:
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power: he would confider it as acknowledg.
ing a kind of /atent right in other families;
and the liberality of his {fentiment would in.
cline him to triumph in the opinion, that he
was called to government, and continued in
it, by the choice and confidence of a free
nation.

Mr. Burke feems to adopt prejudice, opinion,
and the powers of the imagination, as the fafeft
grounds on which wife and good ftatefmen can
eftablifh or continue the happinefs of focieties.
Thefe have always been imputed by philofo-
phers (atribe of men whom indeed Mr. Burke
affeéts much to defpife) as caufes which have
produced all that is wicions and jfoolifp in
man, and confequently have been the fruit-
ful fource of human mifery.

Mr. Burke bas certainly a_fue imagination;
but I would not advife either bim, or any of
his admirers, to give too much way to fuch di-
reion; for if from the virtue of our nature
it does not lead us into crimes, it always in-
volves us in error.

The being put into a fituation clearly te
underftand and to obey the principles of truth,

appears to be the bafis of our happinefs in this,
and
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and our perfe@ionin another world; and the
more truth is followed and purfued in this dark
vale of human ignorance and mifery, the
more we fhall encreafe our mundane felicity,
and fecure the bleflings of a future exiftence.
Ewvery opinion which deviates from zruth, muft
ever be a #reacherous guide; and the more it
deviates from it, it becomes the more dangerous.

Though a falfe opinion of the rights and
powers of citizens may enflave the dudtile
mind into a ftate of paffive obedience, and
thus fecure the peace of government; yet in
the fame degree does it inflate the pride and
arrogance of princes, until all confiderations
of reftitude give way to will, the barriers of
perfonal fecurity are flung down, and thence
arifes that fremendous necefity which muft
be followed by a ftate of wiolence and anarchy,
which Mr. Burke fo juffly dreads. That this
is the cafe, the experience of all focieties of
men who acknowledge a power in their
princes paramount to all refiftance, fully
evinces. Thefe focieties are obliged often to
have recourfe to violence and maffacre; not
indecd to eftablith any popular rights, but

m
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in the way of force, to wreck their vengeance
on their tyrants,

As to the right of cafbiering or depofing
monarchs for mifgovernment, I cannot pof-
fibly agree with Mr. Burke, that in England
it only exifted in that Convention of the two
Houfes in 1688, which exercifed this power
over King James and his legal fucceffors.
But I am clearly of opinion, that it is a right
that ought scver to be exercifed by a people
who are fatisfied with their form of govern.
ment, and have fpirit enough to corred its
abufes ; and fo far from condemning the
French nation for not depofing or executing
their king, even though the frongeff prefump-
tions of the moff atrocious guilt {hould have
appeared againft him, I think, had they
eleted any other perfon to that high office,
they would have thrown difficuities in the
way of their liberty, inftead of improving
it. But it is the wi/dom, and not the folly of
the National Afflembly, which gives gffence to
their ememies ; and forces even Mr. Burke to
contradi&, in this inftance, the rule which he
has laid down, “ That monarchs fhould not

be depofed for mifconduct, but only when
I its
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its ¢riminality is of a kind to render their
government totally incompatible with the
fafety of the people.”

But before we leave the fubje&t of Dr.
Price’s patriotic effufions, we muft take no-
tice of a very heavy charge laid againft him
by Mr. Burke—no lefs than that of prophan-
ing the beautiful and prophetic ejaculation,
commonly called, Nunc dimittis! made on
the firft proclamation of our Saviour in the
Temple, and applying it, * with an inbuman
and unnatural rapture, to the moft borrid, atro-
cious, and afflicting [pefiacle, that perhaps was
ever exhibited to the pity and indignation of
mankind.” That Mr. Burke’s imagination
was greatly affeCted by a fcene, which he de-
feribes in the higheft glow of colouring, I
can well believe; but Dr, Price, who claffes
with that defcription of men ftiled by Mr.
Burke abffra philofophers, has been ufed
to carry his mind, in a long feries of ideas,
to the confequences of a&ions which arife in
the paffing fcene. Dr. Price then, with full
as much fympathy in him as cven Mr. Burke
can have, might not be greatly moved with
the mortifications and fufferings of a very

Sew
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Sfew perfons, however highly diftinguithed for
the fplendour of their rank, when thofe mor-
tifications led the way, or fecured the prefent
and future bappinefs of twenty-four millions of
people, with their pofterity, emancipated by
their manly exertions, from all that is degrad-
ing and afflicting to the fenfible mind ; and
let into the immediate bleflings of perfonal
Jecurity, and to the enjoyment of thofe ad-
vantages which above al/ others muft be de-
lightful to the feelings of an high-{pirited
people.

The events of human life, when properly
confidered, are but a feries of bencvolent pro-
vidences : many of them, though very im-
portant in their confequences, are too much
confounded with the common tranfacions of
men, to be obferved; but whenever the be-
liever thinks he perceives the omnipotent will
more immediately declaring itfelf in favour
of the future perfeftion and bappinefs of the
moral world, he is naturally led into the
fame extafies of bope and gratitude, with which
Simeon was tranfported by the view of the
infant Meffiah. Has Mr. Burke never heard

of any millenium, but that fanciful onewhich
is
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is fuppofed to exift in the kingdom of the
faints? If this fhould be the cafe, I would
recommend to him to read Newton on the
prophecies.  He will find that this moft re-
fpeGable Bithop, wbe was no ranmter, is of
opinion, that fome paffages in the Revelations
point out a period of time when the iron
fceptre of arbitrary fway fhall be broken;
when righteoufhefs fball prevail over the whole
carth, and a corre? fyftem of equity take
place in the condu& of man. Every provi-
dence, therefore, by which any infuperable
objec? to this tranfcendent bleffing appears to
be taken away, muft rationally draw forth
ejaculations of gratitude from the benevolent
Chriftian. 'What ideas do more naturally
aflociate in the human mind, than thofe of
the firft appearance of the infant Jefus, and
his futire univeifal reign in the hearts of his
people ?

But Mr. Burke thinks, that there was at
leaft a great impropriety in exprefling an ap-
probation of the fpirited condut of the
French nation, before time and circumftances
had manifefted that the freedom they had
gained, had been ufed with wi/dom in the

D forming
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forming a new conftitution of governmen,
or in improving the old one. « When [
fee,” fays Mr. Burke, “ the fpirit of liberty
in a&ion, I fee a ftrong principle at work;
and this for a while is all I can poffibly know
of it. The wild gas, the fixed air is plainly
broke loofe; but we ought to fufpend our
judgment until the firft effervelcence is a lit-
tle fubfided, till the liquor is cleared, and
until we fee fomething deeper than the agi-
tation of a troubled and frothy furface.”

The French Revolution was attended with
fomething fo zew in the hiftory of human
affairs ; there was fomething fo fingular, fo
unigue, in that perfefl unanimity in the peo-
ple; in that firm {pirit which baffled every
bope in the interefled, that they could poffibly
divide them into parties, and render them the
inftruments of a re-fubje@ion to their old
bondage ; that it naturally excited the furprize
and the admiration of all men, It appeared as
a fudden fpread of an enlightened [pirit; which
promifed to a&t as an effeGtual and permanent
barrier to the inlet of thofe ufurpations which
from the very beginning of focial life the

crafly have impofed on ignorance.
This
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This was a triumph of fufficient importance
to call forth the exultation of individuals,
and the approbation of focieties. But the two
clubs who have the misfortune to fall under
Mr. Burke’s fevere cenfure, did not teftify a
formal approbation of the condu& of their
neighbours, till the deputies they had chofen
for the tranfa&tion of their affairs, had mani-
fefted a virtue egual to fo high a truft; for no
fooner was the power of the court fufficiently
fubdued to enable them to a& with freedom
and ¢ffec?, than they gave an example of 4j/~
intercfled magnanimity, that has no parallel in
the condu@ of amy preceding aflembly of
men, and which was never furpaffed by any
individual. ‘'That memorable day in which
the members of the National Affembly, with,
a virtuous enthufiafm, vied with each other in
the alacrity with which they furrendered to
the people all their feudal privileges, will for
gver ftand in the records of time as a mo-
nument of their fingular greatnefs. Such an
inftance of human virtue was furely a proper
Jubjeit of applaufe and congratulation.

Men who have fuffered in their perfonal
interefts by the new order of things in

D2 France,
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France, muft naturally be inclined to exagpe.
rate every blemifh which appears in the con.
du@ of a multitude, by whofe fpirit thep
have been deprived of many fond privileges,
Their petulant obfervations, whilft their
minds are beated by imaginary wrongs and
injuries, is excufable ; becaufe it is a weaks
nefs almoft infeparable from buman frailty,
It would, however, have become Englifbmen,
from whom might have been expeQed a
more [ympathifing indulgence towards the
Jriends and promoters of liberty, to have been
more candid in their cenfures; but in no part
of Europe perhaps, have the evils which
muft zecefarily attend all Revolutions, and
efpecially a Revolution fo complete and com-
prebenfive as that which has taken place in
France, been more exaggerated, and more of-
Jededly lamented.

Had this great work been effeted without
the fhedding one drop of inmocent or even
guilty blood, without doubt it would have
better pleafed the gemerous and demevolent
mind. But, was it pojEble that fuch a pleafing
circumftance could ever have had an exift-
ence? If we take into confideration that

animofity
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animofity which fubfifted between the ariffo-
cratifis and demacratifis on the eve of the Re-
volution, an animofity which was greatly
heightened by the imprudent infu/ts which the
Tier Etat had received from the firft mep-
tioned body, we fhall rather wonder ar the
moderation with which the people ufed their
complete viGory, than lament their cruelty.
After the fuccefsful ftorming the king’s camp,
and the flight or defertion of his Janizaries,
inftead of that order and voluntary fubjetion
to difcipline which appeared in an armed
mob, and which prevented @/ infringement
on the rights of property, had the fubdued
party been delivered over to the outrage and
the pillage of the rabble, the Jorrid fcene
might have been parallelled by examples drawn
from the guilty violence of civilized nations,
without ealling our attention to Theban and
Tbracian orgiss, or a proceflion of American
favages entering into Onondaga. 1do not in-
deed exactly know how much blood has been
fpilled in France, or how many individuals
have fallen a facrifice in the public commo-
tions ; but by all the general accounts which
have been tranfmitted to us, the hiftory of

monarchies
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monarchies will point out as many fufferers
who have fallen in one bour to the rage and
outrageous pride of kingly defpots.

The punithment of the lamp-poft, it muft
be owned, firikes terror to the mind, and
calls forth an immediate effufion of fympathy
to the fufferer. But when candid refleition
fuperfedes the firff emotions of human tender-
nefs, this truth will force itfelf on our con-
fideration, that a people who had been ufed
to fuch barbarous fpe@acles as that of behold-
ing wretches, whofe deflitute poverty had in
a manner compelled to the forlorn courfe of
highway robbery, broken on a wheel, and
lingering out the laft hours of life under the
agonifing ftrokes of a ftern executioner, would
naturally regard hanging as a m#/d punifh-
ment on men whom they confidered as the
worft of criminals, Let us rejoice, then, that
fuch dreadful legal executions, which muft
from their nature tend to barbarize men,
are happily put an end to by the Revolu-
tion.

But Mr. Burke is now come to a fcene
which is calculated to draw forth a// the ener-
gies of his imagination, and which confe-

I quently
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quently he defcribes with the bighef! poffible
colouring. This is no other than the 6th
of O&ober 1789, when the king and queen
were led in triumph to Paris, I very much
bonour the king of France for that eafe of
temper which has enabled him to go through
all his perfonal mortifications with a manly
dignity ; but it muft be confefled that he
brought them on himfelf, by a condud,
which, to fay the beft of it, wag altogether
imprudent.

The firft involuntary vifit which he made
to the capital, was abfolutely neceflary, to
appeafe the fears and the refentment which
had been raifed by his ineffectual attempt to
owe the deliberations and the refolutions of
the National Aflembly by an armed force. In
the fecond, he was carried to Paris to prevent
the execution of a defign formed by the court
cabal, which, had it fucceeded, might have
deluged the nation in blood, and furnithed
the fuel of civil difcord for years.

The Parifians fhewed no intention, or even
defire, to deprive in any refpe& their king
of his perfonal liberty ; till, by a very fufpi-
dious copdud, he appeared to have mani-

fefted
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fefted a defign to corrupt the fidelity of his
guards to their new government, and to fet
up the ftandard of arms in that quarter of
the kingdom where the friends of defpotifm
from every part of Europe might repair with
fafety. The great and unabating rage and
indignation which the enemies to the new
conftitution have fhewn for what they term
the captivity of the king, plainly evinces the
ueceffity that urged the meafure.

Having endeavoured to fhew the futility
of Mr. Butke’s obfervations and cenfures
on the Revolution and Conftifutional Socie-
ties ; and likewife, that his fevere pointed re-
fle@ions on the condu& of the French nation,
for having, as he fays, committed on the van-
quifhed party the moft wnexanipled alts of
atrocious violence, are not founded either in
truth or reafon; 1 fhall proceed with my
critical refleGtions on the animadverfions of
‘my author, who goes on in a very frec manner
to cenfure every part of the French conttitu-
tion, to draw a comparifon between the
Britith and the Gallic governments as they
now exift, and to eftablith, in tHe way of

reafonings
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reafoning, a fuperiority in favour of the go-
vernment of his own country.

To thew that the National Aflembly have
committed a very groff and ruinous error, in
the building a new firu€ture, inftead of im-
proving an old one ; Mr. Burke cites, in a
triumphant manner, the condu& of the En-
glith nation.  Our oldeft reformation, he ob-
ferves, isthat of Magna Charta. * You will
fee, fays hc, addrefling his correfpondent, that
Sir Edward Coke, that great oracle of our
law, and indeed all the grecat men who fol-
low him to Blackftone, are indufirious to
preve the pedigree of our liberties. They
endeavour to prove, that the ancient Charta,
the Magna Charta of king John, was con-
nected with another pofitive Charta from
Henry the firft, and that both the one and
the other were nothing more than a re-affir-
mance of the ftill more ancient ftanding law
of the kingdom.” “ In the famous law of
the third of Charles the firft, called the Peti-
tion of Right, the Parliament fays to the king,
Your fubje@s have inherited this freedom
(claiming their franchifcs) not on abftradt
principles as the rights of men, but as the

E rights
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rights of Englithmen, and as a patrimony
derived from their forefathers.”

This language of the parliament, when
pleading for the freedom of their countrymen
at the tribunal of a prince’s throne, who was
as little inclined to admit, and whofe preju-
dices enabled him' as little to underffand the
only reafonable grounds of the argument as
any defpot who ever {wayed an eaftern fcep-
tre, was well adapted to the characer of the
prince, and the ignorance of the multitude,
But had the circumflances of Charles enabled
him to fpeak and to enforce the fentiments of
his mind, he would undoubtedly have made
the following reply : You tell me upon your
own authority, and the authority of your law-
yers, that what you plead {o ftrenuoufly for,
is a patrimony derived from your fore-
fathers, and grounded on the ancient law of
the land. Be it fo—Was not this ancient law

Juperfeded by the authority of arms, and the
entire {ubmiflion of the people to the Nor-
man code eftablithed by William the Con-
queror ! Magna Charta, then, and the other
charters, muft cither have been extorted from

the imbecillity of the princes who granted
them,
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them, or they muft have iffued from the
voluntary donations of monarchs; in either
cale, they only ftand on a refumable right.

What the parliament could have anfwered
to this plea, I know not, without calling in
the aid of an abf#fraét right; which they en-
deavoured to keep out of the view of the
king, with as much care as Mr. Burke ex-
deavours to keep it out of the view of all men.
But certain it is, that the king, though he
did not explicitly declare with all their force
the above mentioned fentiments, yet he a&ted
agreeable to their tenor the moment he got
rid of this troublefome affembly: For, confi-
dering the articles of the petition of right as
a gift depending on bis pleafure to fulfil or to
refume, he broke them whenever they
thwarted his fyftem of adminiftration, and
imprifoned thofe who on the ftrength of this
ftatute withftood his authority.

I have myfelf always confidered the boaft-
ed birthright of an Englifhman, as an arro-
gent pretenfion, built on a beggarly founda-
tion. It is an arrogant pretenfion, becaufe
it intiinates a kind of exclufion to the reft of
mankind from the fame privileges; and it is

Ea2 beggarly,
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beggarly, becaufe it refis our legitimate free-
dom on the a/ms of our princes.

I muft own I was fomewhat furprifed to
find a gentleman of polifhed manners, who
has fpent the beft part of his life in the com-
pany of thofe who ¢ffeZ the niceft con-
formity to the rules of a refined civility,
addreffing the auguft reprefentatives of the
moft gallant and rofpetfalle of the European
nations, in terms which I fhould not ufe to
a fet of chimney-fweepers, though acting the
moft ridiculoufly cut of their {phere. Neither
do I chufe to repeat all thofe expreflions of
ineffable ccntempt, which the ftrong glow
of Mr. Burke’s imagination has {cattered
through the whole of his reprchenfions.

It is not my intention to make any formal
comparifon between the new conftitution of
France, and the prefent exifting conftitution
of England; or to prefume to cenfure 2
government, from which an induftrious peo-
ple receive prote@ion, and with which the
large majority of the nation are entirely
fatisfied.  Yet it may not be inexpedient to
obferve, that we cannot with any grounds

of reafoit or propriely, fet up our own contti-
3 tution
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tution_ as the model which all other nations
ought zmplicitly to follow, unlels we are cer-
tzin that it beftows the greateff poffible hap-
pinefs on the people which in the nature of
things any government can beftow. We
ought to be certain, that this mede! will bear
the molt 7z:icc and critical examination. It
ought to be void of any of thofe obvisus, or
more coucealed caufes, which produce gic/lat
evils, and carry the mind to apprehenfions of
Stz mifchiefs.  'We ought not at leaft to
have had a nationzl debt, {we'led to a magri-
tade which terrifies even the mof fanguine for
its confequences. Our parliaments cught to
have been eszinently diftinguithed for their
integrity, and a fotal independence of any
corrupt iafluence ; and no weceffity ought to have
exifled in cur affairs, which have cbliged us to
endure iimpofls which our anceftors would have
rejefied awith borror, and refiffed. If an
Englithman fees any thing which is amifs in
his own government, he sught not undoubt-
edly to look forwurd to any other remedy
than thofe which the lenient hand of reform-
ation will fupply. But when the old veflel

of a common-~wealth is torn to pieces by the
SLocks
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_/Zock.r it has fuftained from contending partiee;
when the people, difdaining and reje&ing all
thofe fond opinions by which they have been
enflaved to mifery, affert their native right of
forming a government for themfelves ; furely
in fuch a cafe the builders are bound by no
law of duty or reafon to make ufe of thefe old
materials in the firuGture of their new confii-
tution, which they fuppofe to have been of
an injurious tendency. The Icaders of the
French Revolution, and their followers, fee
none of thofe firiking beauties in the old laws
and rules of the Gothic inftitutions of Europe,
which Mr. Burke does. They do not profefs
to have any of the {pirit of antiquarians among
them ; and they have not perceived, in the
experience of old or ancient times, a gerfed
barmony arifing from oppofition of interefls;
nor can they underflard how fuch a combins-
tion can be formed as fhall produceit. In
fuch a view of things, they have chofen a {im-
ple rule for the model of their new ftructure,
yet regulated with all that.ars and defign
which the cxperience of ages affords to the
wifdom of man. They are accufed of having

entirely difmiffed that uleful guide experience
from
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from their councils, but they think they have
made the beff ufe of it; whether this opinion
of theirs is founded in truth, time, and the
future hiftory of man, muft evince.

Mr. Burke, reafoning from what I regard
as a groundlefs {uppofition, very pathetically
laments, and very feverely reprehends the
conduct of thofe, who, holding out falfe and
treacherous lures to the king, led him into
conceflions fatal to his perfonal power, and
the conftitution of the monarchy. That
the parliaments of France never intended to
make any alteration in the old government,
I'am thoroughly perfuaded; and I am equally
perfuaded, that they fondly imagined the
people would freely give their money for the
redrefs of fome of the moft heavy of the
grievances under which they laboured. They
knew, by the experience of paft times, that
in voting by orders, the people had never
gained any fo/id advantage from an affembly
of the States General, Neither the court, nor
the parliament of Paris, who made the king
fo many fplendid promifes, were aware of the
confequences which muft arife from the ge-

neral fpread of knowledge among the people ;
and
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and in the event of things, they were both djf.
appointed of their purpofes ; for the Tier
Etat, refle@ting on the o/d praéfices which the
crown, the clergy, and the nobility had ufed
againft them, were determined to throw the
whole weight of their natural fcale into the
balance, and to redrefs their own grievances,
without vreiting the effect of bumble petitions
and difcordant councils, That neither the
king, nor the parliaments of France, could
long have preveanted the fz// exertion of this
power, (had they forefeen all the confe-
quences which did arife from fuffering the
meeting of the States General), is to me very
plain. A regeneration of the conflitution
would have been egually effe@ed; but it
would have been attended with a sremendous
difference in its circumftances. It would
have been ufhered in by a general bankrupt-
cy, and the wafte of civil blood. * Our
enemies,” fays a popular Leader in the Na-
tional Affembly, “ may, by their machina-
tions, maxe us buy our liberties dear, but they
cannot deprive us of them.” ¢ This breach
of confidence,” as Mr. Burke terms it, “ to
an ealy and condefcending king, will have a

dreadful
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dreadful effet on the interefts of mankind,
by fan&ifying the dark fufpicious maxims of
tyrannous diftruft; and will teach kings to
tremble at what will be called the delufive
plaufibilities of moral politicians.” Be this as
it may, the people of France had certainly
aright to provide for their own fecurity and
welfare on thofe principles which #A¢y thought
the moft conducive to this great end, and to
leave it to the wifdom of other nations to
make fuitable provifion for theirs. It behoves
them, however, to be careful to cherifb and
preferve the liberty they have /o n0bly gained ;
to fuffer no intemperate {pirit to produce that
licentioufnefs which muft bring anarchy in
I's train ; nor to indulge a capricious impa-
tience, by which their enemies, in working on
their paffions and mifgriding their reafon,
may reduce them to their old ftate of bond-
age; in which cafe it is certain, power will
eap many advantages from paft tranfactions,
by which it will be enabled to %z faf thofe
Jetters the giddy people will {fo well deferve.
Though I have hitherto fpared my readers
2 detail of all the fevere invetives which
Mr. Burke has ufed againft the leading mem-
F erg
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bers who compofe the National Aﬁ'cmbly;
yet, for the fake of thofe principles of moral
rectitude which the torrent of his eloguence
appears to baffle and confound, it will be ne-
ceffary to notice his obfervations on the cha-
ra&er and condu@ of the nobles who have
taken the lead in the French revolution, and
who yet continue to fupport it. He accufes
them with having affifted in the {poil and
humiliation of their own order, to poflefs
fure fund for their new followers. “ To be
attached to the fubdivifion, to love the little
platoon we belong to in fociety (fays Mr,
Burke) is the firft principle, the germ as it
were, of public affeions: it is the firft link
in the feries by which we proceed towards a
love of our country and mankind.”

What fplendid emoluments and what grand
objects of perfonal ambition thofe noblemen
could have in view, who, whilft they gene-
ronfly facrificed thofe privileges which are the
moft fondly coveted by human vanity, thut
out their entrance to the public offices of the
ftate, by refolutions which rendered fuch pro-
motions incompatible with their legiflative

truft, I know not; but I hope we fhall not
be
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be fo much blinded with the fplendour of

dazzling images, as to confound thofe zarrowy
affettions which bind fmall bodies together
by the mutual ties of perfonal intereft, to
that liberal benevolence, which, difdaining the
confideration of every felfith good, chear-
fully facrifices a perfonal intereft to the welfare
of the community.

Of the liftof individuals whom Mr. Burke
feleGs as examples of true glory, and as bene-
factors rather than dcftroyers of their country,
fome of them ought to have been for ever
ftampt with infamy, as the pefts and tyrants of
their fpecies; and they are all of them of
doubtful fame, as to any Aonour derived to their
country by their ambitious proje&ts, unlefs a
nation of flaves can receive glory from a capacity
of becoming the feourge of other focieties.

Richlieu was the grand inftrument by which
the court of France, in the reign of Louis the
fourteenth, was enabled to maflacre the greater
part of the French Hugonots, and to drive
the remainder out of the kingdom. Cromwell,
indeed, who deprived his fovereign of life,
merely to ufurp bis power, has, with many
people, paid the debt of his crimes, by having,

T2 through



[ 40 ]
through the general deteftation which men
conceived of his treachery and tyrauny, ren-
dered the Revolution and the Revolutionifts
odious, and thus paved the way for the re-
ftoration of the old government.

In the next argument prefented to our at-
tention, Mr. Burke has very ftrongly en-
trenched himfclf in the holds of the Britith
conftitution ; and we will not attempt to pur-
fue him into his fortrefs: For, though a natu-
ral vanity might flatter us with a delufive hope
of viory, arifing from the fubtle obje&ions
which may be urged to every political propo-
fition ; yet the victory would coft o dear,
if it fubje@ed us to the reproach of any de-
fign againft the peace and quiet of the com-
munity. But it will not, I think, be devi-
ating from the highelt point of decency and
prudence, to make our obje&ions to his gene-
ral affertions.  His propofition, * that it is
the great mafles of property which form a
natural rampart about the lefler properties in
all their gradations,” is not in our opinion
founded in truth ; for every citizen who pef-
fefles ever fo Jmall a fhare of property, is
equally as tenacious of it as the moft opulent

member
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member of fociety ; and this leads him to
refpet and to fupport all the laws by which
property is prote&ted. It is this fenfe of per-
fonal intereft, which, running through every
rank in fociety, and attaching itfelf to every
one of its members who are not in the con-
dition of a pauper, forms an impenetrable
barrier tothe fecurity of wealth ; for otherwife,
as the numbers of the opulent muft be very
fmall in proportion to the number of thofe
who form the great mafs of the people, envy
would operate fo fuccefsfully againft them as
to deftroy the force of artificial fupports.

When the conftitution of France is com-
pleatly fettled, and the commonwealth refts
upon its bafis, this difpofition of the human
mind, which operates fo powerfully for the
prefervation of peace and order, will, as on
former occafions, regain its natural force.
For the operations of power on the property
of the citizen, is not an unexampled event in
the hiftories of civil {ocieties.

The manner in which the National Affem-
bly of France have endeavoured to fecure
and to defend the liberty of the different
towns and provinces which compofc that vaft
empire, come next under Mr. Burke’s fevere

criticifm.
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criticiim. But in his endeavour to bring men
over to his fentiments on this fubje&, heis
obliged to have recourfe to all thofe unfair
means which perfons of genius think them-
felves entitled to ufe in the courfe of their
argument ; for what, indeed, but the de/ufve
power of a fubtle fophiftry, can produce an
apparent concord between propofitions the
moft oppofite in their nature ? and what but
an appeal to the paflions of the reader, can

prevent his affent to the mof obvious truths ?
'The National Affembly of France are at
one time accufed by Mr. Burke of a {cheme
for perpetuating their power, at the expence
of the rights of eletion ; at another, of atting
weakly and meanly in the having Zimited their
fitting to the fbort fpace of two years. In one
view of things, they are accufed of drawing
to themfelves, and to the city of Paris, an ex-
ortitance of power, which, if not refifted, muft
end in the total fubjetion of the provinces,
whofe natural produ@ions and acquired
wealth are to be exhaufted to pamper the
luxury and gratify the avarice of the capital.
In another, their politics are arraigned, for hav-
ing left no leading controuling power in the
empire, of fiufficient energy to fupport a necel-
3 fary
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fary fubotdination of its parts.  Such palpable
contradictions,fuch little arts of mifreprefentation
we have feen daily thrown out in the public
papers by the boffile faction, who naturally en-
deavour to mzflead the people into a diffraff of
their deputies, becaufe they have guarded their
liberties with too nice and too jealous a care.
But we did not expe& to fee them colle@ed
together and {et off with all the powers of lite-
rary compofition, by one of the greateft ora-
tors of the age ; and this in a work which the
author holds out as an exaé? ffandard, by which
the limits of power and of freedom are from
henceforth fo receive their bounds.  Neither
did we expe& to find that the bumane writer
would have fo far entered into the paffions of
the difcontented party, as to ezvy the people of
Paris that bread which is fo neceflary for their
fubfiftence,and which cannot be otherwife fup-
plied but by the produce of the provinces.

We were alfo greatly furprized to find Mr.
Burke entering into fuch contradi@ions, as at
one time to reprefent the excellencies of the
Englith conftitution as obwvious to every ob-
ferver, and fo fenfibly felt by its fubje&s as
unanimoufly to bind their affe@ions to its

principles,
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principles, its rules, and its diCtates ; to the
exception only of a few idle, infignificant,
Speculative individuals : and at anotber, trem-
bling left if the queftion of the abftrad rights
of men were brought before the eyes of the
people, the moft dreadfil confufions might
follow, and be attended with the wtter down-
fall of every order in the church and flate,
of every exclufive privilege exifting in its
bodies corporate, and with the gexeral pil-
lage of the rich.

Such reprefentations are certainly well
adapted to ronfe the felfifh paffions of the
timid mind, and may ferve the prefent pur-
pofe of the bour; but they will not ftand the
more candid and coo/ decifions which attend
on time.

The /legitimate power by which govern-
ments are made or altered, mufl either ftand
on the native rights of the fpecies, or it muft
ftand on an authority vefted in an individual,
or in a limited number of individuals, ex-
alted to this authority, either by the pofitive
law of a revealed will, or by fome native {u-
periority evidently attached to their perfons.
That this facred treft has mever been fo for-

mally
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mally vefted in any individual, or in any
given number of individuals, 1s in a manner
acknowledged by the moft firenuous advo-
cates for pajfive obedience ; for all their argu-
ments are built on prefumptive grounds.

The contrary propofition to this, wviz.
that native right in the focial body to choofe its
own government, which Mr. Burke condemns
under the defcription of a metaphyfical foolery,
is allowed with all its weight of authority by
the greateft part of the Englith Revolution-
its; nor can any other reafonable ground of
perfuafion be made ufe of, to bring the peo-
ple to concur in any plan of falutary or ne-
ceffary reformation. With what pretence
then, can Mr. Burke charge Dr. Price, or
any of his adherents or admirers, with ad-
vancing a novel or a mifchievous do@rine,
when they affert that all legitimate power is
founded on the rights of nature? ¢ But go-
vernment (fays Mr. Burke) is not made in
virtue of natural rights, which may and do
exift in total independence of it; and exift
in much greater clearnefs, and in a much
greater degree of abftra@ perfe@ion; but
their abftrac perfeCtion is their pratical de-

G fe&t.
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fc&. By having a right to every thing, they
want every thing. Government is a contriv-
ance of human wifdom, to provide for hu-
man wants. Men have a right that thefe
wants fhould be provided for by this wifdom.
Among thefe wants is to be reckoned the
want out of a civil {ociety, of a fufficient re-
ftraint upon their paflions. Society requires
not only that the paffions of individuals
thould be fubje@ed, but even in the mafs and
body, as well as in the individuals; the in-
clinations of men fhould frequently be
thwarted, their will controuled, and cheir
paflions brought into fubjetion. This can
only be done by a power out of themfelves,
and not in the exercife of its fun&tiens, fub-
je& to that will, and to thofe paflions, which
it is in its office to bridle and fubdue. In this
fenfe, the reftraints of men, as well as their
liberties, are to be reckoned among their
rights.”

To this very ingenions reafoning, and thefe
refined diftinGions between natural and focial
rights, the people may poflibly object, thatin
delivering themfelves paffively over to the un=
refirained rule of others, on the plea of controul-

3 ing
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ing their inordinate isclinations and paffions,
they deliver themfelves over to men, who, as
men, and partaking of the fame nature as
themfelves, are as liable to be governed by
the fame principles and errors ; and to men
who, by the great fuperiority of their ftation,
having no common intereft with themfelves
which might lead them to preferve a falutary
check over their vices, muft be inclined to
abufe in the grofeff manner their truft. To
proceed tvith Mr. Burke’s argument, thould
the rich and opulent in the nation plead
their right to the predominant fway in fo-
ciety, from its being a neceffary circumftance
to guard their wealth from the gripe of po-
verty, the men in an inferior ftate of for-
tune might argue, that thould they give way
lo this plea in all its extent, their moderate
poflefions would be expofed to the burden of
unequal taxes ; for the rich, when poffefled
of the wwhole authority of the ftate, would be
fure to take the firfl care of themfelves, if
they fhould not be tempted to fecure an ex-
oneration of a// burthens, by dividing the
fpoils of the public; and that the abufe of
fuch high trufts muft neceflarily arife, be~

G 2 caufe
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caufe to a& by felfith confiderations, is in the
very conftitution of our nature.

To fuch pleas, fo plaufibly urged on ali
fides, I know of no rational objeftion; nor
can I think of any expedient to remove the
well-grounded apprehenfions of the different
interefts which compofe a commonwealth,
than a fair and equal reprefentation of the
whole pecple ;—a circumftance which appears
very peculiarly neceffary in a mixed form of
government, where the democratic part of
the conftitution will ever be in danger of
being overborne by the energy attending on
its higher conftituent parts.

On fuch grounds of reafoning, there will
be found no infuperable objeGions to thofe
propofitions of Dr. Price, which are o highly
cenfured by Mr. Burke, as containing prin-
ciples of the moft feditious and dangerous na-
ture; even though we fhould allow that
every government which accords with the
opinions and the inclinations of the large
majority of the people, is, in an high fenfe
of the term, a legitimate government,

We thall now proceed with that courfe of
the argument in which Mr. Burke endea-

vours



[ 49 ]

vours to fhew, that the unegual reprefentation
which he allows to have taken place in onr
government, is a perfeftion rather than a defest.
“ With us, when we cle& popular reprefen-
tatives, (fays Mr. Burke, ftill addrefling his
French correfpondent), we fend them to a
council in which each man individually is a
fubje@, and fubmitted to a government com-
plete in all its ordinary funé&ions. Withyou
the eletive affembly is the fovereign, and the
fole fovereign; all the members therefore
are integral parts of this fole fovereignty.
But with us, it is totally different. With
us, the reprefentatives feparated from the
other parts, can have no aétion, and no ex-
iftence. 'The government is the point of re-
ference of the feveral members and diftriGts
of our reprefentation. This is the centre of
our unity. This government of reference is
a truftee for the whole, and not for the parts.
So is the other branch of our public council ;
I mean the Houfe of Lords. With us, the
King and the Lords are feveral and joint fe,
curities for the equality of each diftri&, each
province, each city. When did you hear in
Great Britain, of any province fuffering from

the
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the inequality of reprefentation? what difc
tri@ from having no reprefentation at all?
Not only our monarchy and our peerage fe-
cure the equality on which our unity de-
pends, but it is the fpirit of the Houfe of
Commons itfelf. The very inequality of re-
prefentation, which is fo foolifbly complained
of, is perhaps the very thing which prevents
us from thinking or a&ing as members for
diftri@ts. Cornwall ele&ts as many members
as all Scotland ; but is Cornwall better taken
care of than Scotland "

If your Lordfhip fees the refult of this ar-
gument in the fame light as I do, you will
confider it as equally recommendatory to an
elecion of the Lower Honfe in the King and
the Lords, as of an inadequate reprefentation
made by the eletion of the Commons. For
if the King and the Lords are feveral and
joint fecurities for the equality of each dif-
tri&, each province, and each city; way
fhould we throw the country into a ftate of
riot and confufion every feven years? Why
fhould we put ourfelves to eleGtioneering ex-
pences? Would it not be a more convenient

method
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method to fuffer the Kjzg and the Houfe of
Lords to chufe our reprefentatives ?

But this is not the point of view in which
the friends of equal reprefentation fee the
neceffity of a reform: they do not alledge
that Cornwall is better taken care of than
any other difiri€t in Great Britain. The fub-
je& of their comphaint is, that the important
interefts of the great body of the Commons
is, by our prefent ixadeguate flate of reprefen-
tation, facrificed to the ambition of private
individuals, who, by their command over
boroughs, may make their marker with go-
vernment at the expence of the public. The
Jirong and firm oppofition which the ruling
powers have given to every ftep towards this
reafonable reformation, is not oxe of the bap-
pick effe&ts which arife from that continual
war of interefts {o much admired by Mr.
Burke and others, The jealoufy it manifefts
of the people, is without &/ bounds of
moderation ; for the organ by which the de~
mocratic influence is exerted, has no very
formidable energy. Its power is circumfcria
bed and fhut in by the immoveable barrier
of laws, ufages, pofitive rules of docrine

aod
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and pra&tice, counterpoifed by the Houfe of
Lords, and in a manner fubjefted to the Crown
by the prerogative of calling and diffolving
parliaments.

To proceed with the obfervations of my
author—After a torrent of the moft pointed
inve&ive, Mr. Burke takes upon him to cen-
fure every part of the conduc of the French
Revolutionifts ; and among other atts, one
which I have always confidered as founded
in truth, religion, and the pureft morality; it
is that of annihilating, by the force of a bright
example, thofe notions founded on fu//fe prin-
ciples of honour, which fell fo fzvere/y and fo
¢ruelly on every family who had the misfor-
tune to have produced one real or pretended
culprit. The infamy which families fuftained
for the mifcondué&t of any of its individual
members, was one of the frougeft reafons
which have been urged for perfornal imprifon-
ment at pleafure ; and when this dreadful en~
gine of defpotifm was removed, it furely be-
came expedient to emancipate the people from
the Zerror of thisimpending evil. But when
the mof laudable tranfactions of men are re-

prefented as crimes, we ought to be cantious
how
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how we give ear to the fuggeftions of their
accufer.

In the perfonal mortifications of the Queen
of France, Mr. Burke finds great reafon to
lament that the age of chivalry is no more;
for, had the fame fpirit exifted in this, that
exifted in paft ages, * ten thoufand fwords
might have leaped from their {cabbards, to
avenge even a look that threatened her with
infult.” The high colouring given by Mr.
Burke to thofe fcenes of regal diftrefs, will, I
doubt not, captivate the imagination of the
greater number of his readers, in a degree
equal to the effe@s produced on the author
by the charms of the Queen of France. But
the delufions of fancy are apt to fubfide in
men of coo/ minds, when any great obje& of
public concern is held up to their view, to
the prejudice even of beauty and dignity,
and all thofe external objects, adapted rather
to enflave our affeftions, than to lead our
judgment.

The bringing the king and queen to Pa-
ris, and thus, by preventing their efcape, to
difable them from forming new troubles in
the kingdom, was certainly regarded as a

H meafure
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meafure of the bigheff neceffity ; and in thig
view, muft have been approved by the trye
friends of the revolution, although it was
attended with tumult and diforder.

The age in which the fpirit of chivalry
was triumphantly prevalent, would indeed
have been a very improper time to have at
tempted a regeneration of conftitutions on a
popular principle ; but 1 have always regarded
the neceflity which gave birth to the orders
of chivalry, as a mark of difgrace to the
times in which they were formed. They
were indeed a proper remedy to the evils
arifling from jferocity, flavery, barbarifm, and
ignorance ; but now, when the caufes no lon-
ger exift which rendered them ufeful, we
thould rather think of frecing fociety of all
the evils inherent in thofe falfe notions of
honour which they have given rife to, than
endeavour to call back their fpirit in its full
force. That enthufiaftic military fire, that
methodized [entimental barbarifm, which ine
ftigates men to deprive their fellow-citizens
of life for fuppofed perfonal affronts, in defi-
ance of the laws of religion and fociety, are the

offsprings of chivalry, and unknown to all
the
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the nations of the ancient civilized world,
Butit is the fimplicity of all abfiract princi-
ples, againft which Mr. Burke makes an
eternal war; all the devices of pride, all
the fond conceits of vanity, all the train
of pompous oftentation, by which naked
virtue is put out of her rank, to give
way to the more impofing glare of external
magnificence, are reprefented as ufeful ideas,
“ furnifthed from the wardrobe of a moral
imagination, which the heart owns, and the
underftanding ratifies, as neceflary to cover
the defets of our naked fhivering nature,
and to raife it to dignity in our own eftima-
tion.”

It is not, according to thefe ideas, recom-
mended by Mr. Burke, that the Scripture
teaches us to re¢fpec? ourfelves ; and although
the maxims of the facred writings are ex-
ploded by all politicians as incompatible with
their views, yet certainly the excellency of
their precepts confifts in their being exaftly
fitted to a temporal as well as to a Jpiritual
happinefs.  Neither in a moral view of
things, can T perceive how the ornaments of
artificial greatnefs, which is found to anfwer

H-2 all
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all the purpofes of buman pride, thould affift
us in acquiring that Zrwe dignity of charac.
ter which alone ought to conftitute diftinc-
tion; nor how we can truly refpe& our-
{elves, by idolizing the mere phanton: of great-
nefs, whether it be attached to our own per-
fons, or the perfons of others.

As every a& of the French National Af
fembly is to be condemned, not only in the
grofs, but in the detail, the addrefs of congra-
tulation to the king on the commencement
of the prefent year, comes, among others,
under Mr. Burke’s fevere animadverfion.

I have not indeed got this addrefs by me;
but if my memory does not deceive me, it
contained a language the 4¢/# adapted to footh
the perfonal affli¢tions of the king. Not the
Jmalleft hint was given, that any ill conduét
in his Majclty had provoked the people to
cmancipate themfelves from his pbwer; it
thanked him for his concurrence with their
wifhes; it reprefented their liberty as the
neceffary confequence of their enlightened
fpirit, not of their fufferings under his admi-
niftration ; and it promifed as loyal an at-

tachment to his perfon, and to the diftin&tion
he
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fie held as the firft magiftrate of the common-
wealth, as could have been exalted by the
authority of which he was difpoflefled.

‘Whatever might have been held out as
the oftenfible object of the people in their de-~
mand for the meeting of their reprefenta-
tives, it certainly was intended by them to
ufe their power, when thus vefted with a
legitimate form, and endued with a capa-
bility of legiflation, not only to the refor-
maticn of abufes, but to the regeneration of
their conftitution; and thus the National Af-
fembly became vefted with the truft of legif-
lation, in the bigheft fenfe of the word: nor
could this truft be limited or governed by any
of thofe rules and praftices, which, for rza-
Jons drawn from experience, the people con-
demned, and were determined to abolifh.

Thus the preferving the ftate from the
ruin of an impending bankruptcy, &rought
on by the prodigality of courts, and the re-
generation of the conftitution, were the im-
portant fervices which the National Affembly
were expetted to perform for their conftitu-
ents. And when we confider that thefe im-
portant and dificult fervices were to be per-~

formed
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formed without that ready and effeGual in.
firument of power, a fanding army, (in
whom implicit obedience is the on/y rule of
a&ion), we fhall be obliged to confefs, either
that the men who undertook this great work
were infefted with a daring infanity, or that
they were fcconded by an wnranimity in the
fentiments of the people, which is unparal-
leled in the hiflory of large empires, and
which evidently deftroys the force of every
accufation which can be brought againft
them, as having rendered themfelves the -
flrument of a fadtion, rather than the faithful
deputies of the people.

A total reformation in the ecclefiaftical
fyftem, and the new modelling the fyftem of
jurifprudence, were the two leading points in
which every member of the empire agreed,
excepting thofe individuals whofe, interefts
were perfonally affe¢ted by a change. Irwas
a point of union in which both the nobi-
lity and the people met ; and feveral of thofe
perfons who have been the /Joudeff in their
exclamations againft the condué of the Na-
tional Aflembly, for having difappointed their
body of the largelt fhare of the fpoils of the

Crowity
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crown, and who have fince united themfelves
to the mal-contents among the lawyers and
the clergy, were the moft a&tive in the firft
movements of thefe grand points of reforma-
tion.

To begin with the reformation of the ec-
clefiaftical {yftem—It was thought by the
French nation, that one bundred and four frore
millions of property, principally confined to
the ufe of the bigher orders of the clergy,
end thus prevented from entering into the
common circulation of other parts of pro-
perty, was a nuifance in a treble fenfe. It
was a nuifance, in the ficft inftance, as 2 mo-
nopoly; in the fecond, it was a nuifance, as
giving a dangerous power to thofe who pof-
fefled that monopoly ; and in the third in-
ftance, as it tended, by the natural courfe of
moral caufes in this its execfs, to corrupt ra-
ther than to encreafe and invigorate thofe
qualities of the mind, and thofe fpiritual en-
dowments, which are to be defired in the
teachers of religion. What real grounds
there were for this opinion, {o generally con-
ceived by the French nation in the condu& of
the clergy, I know not; neither fhall I en-

1 quire,
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quire, for 7 am as littleinclined as Mr. Burke
can be to infult the unfortunate: I fhall only
fay, that as their temptations were great, and
that their nafure was not fuperior to human
infirmity, it was probable they produced their
duc effeGts. But there is one fentiment in
which I in fome meafure accord with Mr.
Burke. 1 do moft {incerely lament that the
exigencies of the times would zot fuffer the
National Affembly to indulge their clergy in
a life-enjoyment of their poffeflions, But
this fentiment of mine is not of /o forcible a
kind as to deftroy a// other fympathies. It
would not lead me, even if I poffefled a fimi«
lar portion of abilities with Mr. Burke, like
him, to endeavour, by the animating power of
declamation, fo to condole with the fufferers
as to combine all the energies of the worf
paffions of men in favour of my opinion. 1
thould not attempt to rozfe and inflame the
refentment of the French clergyto a repetition
of aéts which havc renewed fcenes of vio-
lence, and by which, after the manner of old
times, they have fet up the ftandard of Chrift
crucified, 20 arm bigotry in favour of their pre-
tenflions.  Neither {hould I, among the more

peaceablc
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peaceable members of that body, by reprefen-
tations the moft touchingly affeting, open
afreth thofe wounds on which it is to be
hoped religion bas poured ber bealing balm.

In the attempt to make the French National
Affembly fingularly odious, for the confifcations
they have made of the church-lands, Mr.
Burke afferts, that in many inftances they have
more violently outraged the principle, as well
as the forms of public juftice, than has been
done by any other preceding power. The
examples he brings in proof, are the confif
cations made by the fury of triumphant fac-
tions in the Roman commonwealth ; and an
example more in point in the perfon of Henry
the Eighth, for Mr. Burke does nof chufe to
extend his obfervations to the condu& of
Denmark, Sweden, and other ftates, on their
profeflion of the reformed religion. Mr.
Burke confiders the wviolences of Marius and
Sylla to be much graced in the formalities of
Salfe accufations of treafon againft the moff vir-
tuous perfons in the commonwealth ; and that
the tyrant Henry the Eighth, who feized the
property of the clergy for his own private
ufe, and the emoluments of his favourites,

1 dignified
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dignified thefe ats of wviolence, by afluming the
chara@er of the judge, and condemning the
vi&tims on falfe pretences.  Surely the French
clergy would not have thought themfelves
better ufed, if the National Affembly had fet
on foot a commiflion to examine into the
crimes and abufes which prevailed among
them, and then to have governed their pro-
ceedings by reported truths, mixed with ex-
aggeration and falfehcod ; {urely this mockery
of juftice, /o much ufed in old times, and this
covering to the deeds of power, by fpoils torn
from the only confolatory remains of the
{ufferer, his good fame, will not be thought
an example proper to have been followed,
rather than the plain dealing of the French
legiflature.

But Mr. Burke has as great a diflike to the
reform of the church police, as to the confif-
cations of the property of the more dignified
part of the order. He is quite in a rage, that
the poor curates fhouid be taken out of the
hopelefs povertyinto which they were plunged;
and he cannot endure thole regulations which
took place in the bz times of Chriftian fo-
cicties.  That bilhops fhon’d be confined to

their
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their diocefes, and the care of their fpiritual
adminiftration, inftead of attending courts,
and lavithing their incomes in the pleafures
of the capital; and that the people fhould
affume their rights of eleGion; “ are folecifms
in policy, which none but barbarous, ignorant,
atheiftical minds could ditate, and which no
man of enlarged capacity and generous pafliogs
can obey.”

On that article of the French ecclefiaftical
policy which confines bifhops to their epif~
copal adminiftration, it may not be improper
to obferve, that Bifhop Leighton, the mof
eminent of the Scotch prelates for his prety
and his zeal for that order, ardently wifbed
that fuch a regulation fhould take place on
their re-eftablithment in Scotland under
Charles the Second. I am far from faying
that fuch a regulation is compatible with the
ftate of things among us ; and I think fowell
of the moderation of the clergy, and their
regard to the conflitution of the country, that
I with they were as inlependent a body as
Mr. Burke reprefents them to be.  But furely
if gratitude for pafi favours, the hopes held

out to ambition for the acquiring further pre-
| Serments,



[ 64 ]
ferments, and a very confiderable number of
church-livings in the difpofal of the crown, can
in any refpeét influence the minds of the clergy,
they cannot be faid to be sota/ly independent.

I f{hall now take into confideration the
fecond grand point of reformation, in which
the nobles and people appear at firft to have
been in union, viz. the zew modelling the
fyftem of jurifprudence; but that a fyftem of
jurifprudence, formed by ignorant barbarians,
from codes of law adapted to fupport the
defpotic tyranny of the Roman Emperors,
could not be in unifon with the fentiments of
an enlightened people, or capable of {upport-
ing the principles of a free government,
was apparent to all parties; but perfonal
intereft, for reafons as apparent, at length pro-
duced an union between the lawyers and no-
bles. The National Aflembly jufly thought,
that laws diGated by the bumane fpirit of an
enlightened age, would be but/Z/ adminiftered
by a tribunal formed under the influence of
the rankef! prejudices; and they conceived
it as a folecifm in politics, that Parliaments,
who had been efpecially appointed to fee that
the laws and regulations framed by the Afl-

femblies
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femblies of the States General, thould receive
no injury from the ediés of the monarch,
fhould be kept as a controul over the ftand-
ing authority of the nation. It was on this
reafon that the old independent Parliaments,
with all their merits, and all their faults, were
abolifhed. Nor is it a wonder that in the
change of the profpedt, a change in the fenti-
ments of the nobles thould have taken place:
for when they perceived that the fyftem of
the ancient tyranny was better adapted to
their perfonal greatnefs than the zew order
of things, they, with Mr. Burke, looked on
the Parliaments as a convenient power, under
which they might rally. 'What a ready con-
vensence for the play of a delufive policy
would it have afforded, if the Parliaments,
exerting their o/d authority under the crown,
bad pertinaciouily refufed to regifter the edicts
of the Aflembly ! Whata difplay of eloquence
in favour of the privileges of the nobles and the
clergy, might have becn feen in their remon-
Jrances tothe Affembly ! and what #/efu/ de-
lays would it have afforded for the prefident of
the National Affembly, in the name of the
Majefty of the people, to have been obliged to

mount
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mount the Bed of jfuffice, after the example
of the late monarchs of the realm; andin
cafe of an incurable obftinacy, for the Aflem-
bly, through themeans of the executive power,
to have recourfe to the zedious remedy of an
imprifonment. With fuch advantages on their
fide, the faftion in oppofition would have
had reafonable grounds of hope, that centuries
might have elapfed before the conftitution
could have been in any fenfe of the word
regencrated.

Before I leave this fubje&, it will be necef-
fary to notice, that Mr. Burke condemns the
condu& of the National Affembly for the
diftin@ion they have made in their treatment
of the lawyers and their clergy, a diftin&tion
which I think every unprejudiced perfon
will agree to be founded in juftice, viz. the
preference afforded the former by making
them a fuitable provifion during life, in con-
fideration that the civil offices, of which
they were deprived, had been purchafed with
private property (as Mr. Burke obferves)
 at an high rate.”

The prevention of a national bankruptcy

was thought an object of the moft momentons
concern
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concern to the whole French nation. It was
in order to avert this impending evil, that the
States General were permitted to aflemble;
and it was an obje& principally recommended
to the deputies of the people, by their united
voice. In this ftate of public opinion, the
arguments fo plaufibly, and indeed fo forcibly
urged by Mr. Burke againft the right of the
monarch to mortgage the public revenue,
will not render the Affembly culpable for ez-
deavonring to keep faith with the creditors of
the crown. For though 1 never could per-
ceive why on any good grounds of reafon, the
people thould guarrel with their new conftitu-
tion, becaufe the prodigality of the old go-
vernment had involved them in diffreffes
which were in their nature irremoveable,
which did not proceed from any frazd or cor-
ruption in their new {ervants, and which
could not be mended by fubje&ting themfelves
to the o/d domination; yet certain it is, that
the enemies of the new conftitution have be-
held the arrival of a2 moment big with that
temporary diftrefs and confufion which
muft ever attend a national bankruptcy, with
the wimgfl impatience, as of bringing with it

4 a fure
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a fure profpe€t of victory. What an opper-
tunity indeed, would it prefent, of fetting
forth exaggerated defcriptions of public dif-
trefles, and of arraigning the members of
the National Affembly as the /fo/e authors of
the nation’s wrongs! The anxious and provi-
dent care which this Affembly has taken to
ward off this difafter, and alfo to avoid, in the
prefent irritable ftate of the public feelings,
the impofing very heavy burthens on the peo-
ple, is certainly a mark of political fagacity,
and, being fuch, is treated with the utmoft bit-
ternefs of difoppointed rage by their oppo-
nents.

On the fubjc& of the difficulties which the
French Legiflature have encountered in the
tafk of regencrating the conflitution, it is na-
tural to turn our minds on the paper-currency
they have eflablithed, and efpecially as it is
a fubje€t on which Mr. Burke has difplayed
the whole _force of his ingenuity, to alarm the
fears of the French nation, and to depreciate,
and to render odious in their eyes, the con-
du& of their reprefentatives.

On this fubje& 1 do profefs a total igno-

rance: 1 have no financiering abilitics; and 1
with
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with with all my heart, that this art which
Mr. Burke reprefents as a talent the mof
bighly neceflary in thofe who condu@ the af-
fairs of ftate, and which I confider as de-
riving its practical ufe from its deceptious ad-
drefs in picking the pockets of the people, was
not fo neceflary an cngine in the prefent
modes of adminiftration. A few obfervations
however, which muft occur to every think-
ing mind, I fhall venturc to make. They are
as follows : That the difference which Mr.
Burke makes between the paper-currency of
this country, and that which now fubfifts in
France, is not fo much in favour of Lngland
as Mr. Burke reprefents; for, as the French
legiflature have zot iflued more paper than
they appear to have a folid fund to fupport,
and a fund that is obvions to every man’s eyes
and underftanding, its credit ought not in
reafon to have lefs ftability than a paper cur-
rency founded on confidence. For, though
every man believes, and on good grounds be-
lieves, that the bank of England has a fuffi-
cient property to anfwer for the payment of
its notes; yet fill although #his belief thould
arife to a moral certainty, it cannot be fuperior

K to
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to a ctedit founded on an obviozs faGt. Ang
fhould the French legiflature continue this
wife caution, of not iffuing more paper
than the ftate revenue can obvioufly fupports
whilft the revolution ftands on its prefeat bot-
tom, this paper, whatever may be the exigen-
cies of the times, muft a/ways be of fome
value ; whereas a failire of our national cre-
dit would, it is generally thought, render the
paper money of this country of zo more worth
than the intrinfic value of the paper.

The diffufion of a general fpirit of gaming,
and the deftru@ive pratice of ftock-jobbing,
are evils which I am afraid in a more or
lefs degree muft ever exift with national debts;
and the larger the debt, the greater will be
the degree of evil. That this fpirit prevails
in our capital to a very alarming height, the
hiftory of the Bu/ls and Bears in the alley
will abundantly teftify : That it has been the
ruin of many a fair fortune, thoufands of fuf-
Jferers can alfo teftify: That it has enabled
and tempted feveral of thofe who are in the
Jecret of affairs, to pillage rhe public unmer-
cifully, fame reprefents ; and that the ftocks
have a great influence over the landed pro-

I perty
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perty of this country, which rifes or falls
according to their various flu&uations, the
experience of the laft American war evinces
beyond a doubt.

All thefe evils, if evils they are, were pro-
gnofticated by thofe who fliled themfelves the
patriots of their country, from the fi7f efta-
blithment of a funded debt, to almoft the pre-
fent period of time ; and the reafons theyurged
to enforce the arguments they ufed againft the
meafure, appear to me fufficiently convincing
to have induced a cantions moderation in our
councils. But they were not attended to ; they
were reprefented as the chimeras of difcontented
Jpeculative men; the encreafe of the national debt
was fet forth as both the caufe and the gffedis
of public profperity; it was defcribed as the
enlivening principle of commerce, the grand
panacea that was to keep us in an efzrnal vi-
gour, the fleady bold by which all the mem-~
bers of the community were to be bound in
the bands of loyalty; and that there was
no excefs in the amount of the debt, that
could be attended with amy ruinous confe-
quences.

K2 If
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If fuch reprefentations, fo repeatedly made
by a large party in the kingdom, and at pre-
fent fo generally adopted, are founded in
truth, I cannot fee how caxfes which have
a falutary effeft among us, fhould operate as
Poitfon to our neighbours ; and I have a detter
opinion of the policy of the National Af-
fembly in iffuing their gffignats, from the
Strong and wviolent oppofition which was made
to the meafure by their exzemies.

It muft not be forgot, that, among the
other ceconomical. regulations of the Na-
tional Affembly, that which has taken
place in their /i of penfioners, falls equally
with other of their acs, under the feverity of
Mr. Burke’s pen.  The amount of the pub-
lic money given to this defcription of people
by the court. was indeed enormous ; and if we
may give credit to the Red Book, publifhed
by authority, there was /izt/e of the princi-
ples of reafon or juflice in the admeafurement
of rewards to individuals, unlefs the fate and
the country arc confidered as feparate inter-
¢fls in the account; and that the pleafing of
gratifying the prince and his favourites
fhould be reckoned in the value of an kundred

pounds
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pounds 10 a penny, when fet in the balance of
blood fbed in defence of the nation.

What indeed can efcape Mr. Burke’s cen-
fure, or what a& of the French legiflature
can pleafe him, {but the diffolving them-
felves, and leaving the king and the nobles to
form their own rules of power), when he
finds fubje@ for reproach even in their adls
of fympathy to the indigent part of the citi-
zens 2 That Paris was always crowded with
a numerous herd of mendicants, even more
numerous, if poffible, than thofe who infeft
and difgrace our capital, is certain; and
thould their numbers have encreafed by the
defertion of thofe opulent citizens who are
out of temper with the government, it
would neither be a furprizing nor an alarm-
ing circumftance : But it is an evil that time
alone can cure, when the fhock of fo im-
portant a revolution has fpent its force, and
when the 7/ bumour which at prefent rages
in the breafts of the difcontented fhall {ub-
fide, and lead them to return into the bofom
of their country, and under the prote&ing
laws of a regular government.

In
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In a very elaborate defence of all the ap.
tificial modes of greatnefs which have jken
place in fociety, Mr. Burke has ufed all the
powers of eloquence and fubtlety to prove,
that the crimes which have been committed
by our fpecies, have not arifen from the im-
perfeticns of inftitutions, but from the
vices of individuals. In one fenfe, his argu-
ment will be found to be juff; in another,
nugatory: For though it muft be acknow-
ledged, that the crimes committed by Nero
proceeded from the depravity of his charac-
ter, yet the opportunity of committing thofe
crimes, and perhaps that very depravity of
fentiment from whence they proceeded, lay
in the wvice of the imperial inflitution.

With the fame flow of eloquence, and the
fame {ubtlety, Mr. Burke recommends in all
legiflators, that fardy caution which fuffers
the fpirit of reform to evaporate before their
work is half-finithed ; « for the evils latent
in the moft promifing contrivances,” fays
Mr. Burke, ¢ thould be provided for as they
arife ; one advantage is as little as poffibleto
be facrificed to another; for thus we com-

penfate, we reconcile, we balance, we aré
enabled
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enabled to unite in a confiftent whole, the
various anomalies and contending principles
that are found in the minds and affairs of

’”

men.

This finely imagined theory would un-
doubtedly be adepted by all wife and good
legiflators, did it in any manner fuit with the
nature of mankind, and that leaven of fel-
fifbmefs which taints every principle of human
condu&. That perfect knowledge of human
affairs, which Mr. Burke conceives, and juftly
conceives, ought to be infeparable from the
office of legiflation, will convince men, that
when new conftitutions are to be formed,
it is neceflary they fhould, in their for-
mation, be regulated in all their circum-
ftances by thofe principles which the legifla-
tors conceive to be the beft ; for if any thing
which may be thought defz&ive is left for the
wifdom of future legiflators to corred, the
conftitution muft remain defeltive, as future
reformers will find their diffculties encreafe,
Inftead of being diminifbed, by time. The
reafon is plain; forthat which conftitutes the
defets in all governments, are thofe princi-
Ples in them which fupport a partial interef,

to
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to the injury of a public one ; and the preferip-
tion of time with the politic ufe of power, hag
been found an irrefiffible barrier to every
important part of reformation in the ordinary
courfe of things.

The French legiflature, in order to extin-
guith thofe local prejudices and provincial
jealoufies which formerly exifted in the king-
dom of France, arifing from the different laws
and cuftoms which took place when the in-
dependent principalities were annexed to the
crown; and alfo to regulate the rights of
cle@ion in {fuch a manner, as whilft it fecured
to the citizens at large this invaluable blefling,
it fhould provide for the public tranquillity ;
conceived and executed a plan of dividing
the kingdom into eighty-one departments.
Each of thefe departments are divided into
fmaller diftriéts, called Communes ; and thefe
again into f{maller diftricts, called Cantons.
The primary aflemblies of the cantons ele®t
deputies to the cgmmunes, one for every two
hundred qualified inhabitants. The communes
chofen by the cantons chufe to the depart-
ments, and the deputies of the departments

chufe the dcputics to the Nutional Affembly.
Aqu.m-
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A qualification to the right of ele@ion in the
firft inftance, is placed at the low rate of the
price of three days labour ; the qualification of
being eleted into the Commune, is the amount
of ten days labour; and that of being eleted
a deputy to the National Affembly, is only one
mark of filver,

This plan, in theory at leaft, promifes to
unite the higheft degree of freedom with the
higheft degree of order: it extends the right
of eleGion #0 every man who is not a pauper,
and as fuch, by living on the alms of {ociety,
cannot reafonably have a right to enjoy its
political privileges; and whilft it thus en-
courages induftry, by rendering it a neceflary
quality to enjoy thefe privileges, it opens the
door to every man of ability to obtain the
higheft honours of his country. But this
plan, {fo plaufible at leaft in its appearance,
and fo exadtly agreeing with the rights of the
citizens in the frieff fenfe of the word, is
criticifed by Mr. Burke in a n.anner bighly
unworthy of his great abilities, becaufe he
defcends to the arts of a quibbling {ophiftry.
He accufes the legiflature of not attending to
their avowed principles of the equal rights of

L men,
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men, in refufing their panpers a vote. He
afferts that the right of eleftion granted in
the firft inftance, is no privilege at all; and
he forefees, that the moft fatal diffenfions will
arife from regulations which feemingly tend
to harmonife every jarring principle in the
flate, to fubduc every prcjudice of the mind
hoftile to the public welfare, and to combine
all its affe¢tions in the charater of a loyal
citizen.

In oppofition to Mr. Burke’s accufation, that
the legiflature, in the qualifications they have
annexed to the rights of ele@ion, have ated
in contradiGion to their avowed principles
of the equal rights of men, I fhall, without
theltering myfelf under the cover of a prac-
tical ufe, (which may be ufed to juftify every
mode of tyranny), affert, that the French
legiflature have, in thofe qualifications, ad-
hered to the rights of men in the friffeff
Jenfe, even as they exift in their ebffraét per-
feGion in a ftate of naturc: for, who ever
conccived, that, in a ftate of nature, a man
who was either not inclined, or by bodily
infirmity not able, to till the ground, had 2
right to the fruits produced by the labour of

others?
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others? In this cafe, either in a flate of
nature, or in a ftate of fociety, the right of
maintenance depends alone on the /aws of
bumanity, proceeding from that {ympathy
which the benevolent Author of our being
has for the beff purpofes woven into the men-
tal conftitution of all his moral creatures.
But thefe laws of humanity do not oblige
men to yield rights with the donation of alms,
and to put thofe whom their charity has re-
lieved, into a fituation of forcing from them
the fruits of their induftry. It is on the bafis
of induftry alone, the only principle which
exaltly {quares with a native right, and no#
on rent-rolls, that the legiflature has formed
the rights of reprefentation; and this on fuch
liberal principles, that every man who has
aftivity and induftry, may qualify himfelf as
to the matter of property, for a feat in the
legiflative affembly. As to the nature and
operation of the privileges annexed to the
firft and fecond fteps in the gradation, I con-
ceive that the regular degrees, which dire&ly
point to the grand privilege of chufing the
reprefentatives, whilft they totally prevent
confufion, and the errors of a &lind choice,

L2 do
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do not, in any refpe&, render mugatory the
right of its more abffract principle. For every
man in the Canton makes bis choice of a
deputy whom he thinks qualified by merit
to reprefent him in the Commune, and every
voter in the Commune has alfo bis choice of a
deputy to reprefent him in the department,
who have a right to the choice of reprefen-
tatives.

As Mr. Burke has made it a point to object
to every part of the French conflitution as it
now ftands, and to every a& of the legifla-
ture which refpe&s this conflitution, I muft
follow him through all his objetions, and
ftate thofe reafons which appear to me to
have regulated their condu&@. It is true that
a fenate, or an aflembly of men who have
had fome controul over the voice of the peo-
ple, fome power of mitigating, regulating,
or carrying into execution their laws, has
always had a place in the ancient republics:
But Mr. Burke himfelf feems to allow, that
they are not abfo/utely neceffary in monarchies,
or rather in any government which admits of
a flanding permanent executive power. It i

true they appear 1o have been a neceffary in-
ftitution
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fitution in the ancient republics ; yet hiftory
will fhew us, that their tendency has ever
been hoffile to the principles of democracy, and
often ended in the ruin of freedom. To the
pride, the awvarice, and corruption of the
Roman Senate, was undoubtedly owing the
fubverfion of the republic. It is, I think,
very little to the purpofe of enlightening men’s
minds on the {ubject of modern government,
to quote the refletions of ancient authors, or
draw comparifons from ancient times, which
were totally unacquainted with that excellent
policy, by which the pcople’s power is repre-
fented, and brought into regular aGion through
the means of deputation. An affembly of
men thus appointed, {feems to unite in it all
the energy and fitnefs to the affairs of govern-
ment of the Roman Senate, in its moft bril-
Hant and perfe& ftate, without the /Jatent
principles of corruption and deftruétion which
lurked in this inftitution.

What Lord Bolingbroke could mean I
know not, when he fays, that he prefers a
monarchy to other governments; becaufe
every defcription of a republic can be better
engrafted on it, than any thing of a monarchy

upon
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upon the republican forms; unlefs he referg
to fuch a qualificd monarchy as is confined to
the mere office of an executive governor, with
the flability that is annexed to bereditary d.
Jfeent ; for fure it is impoffible to engraft a de-
mocracy on any other defcription of monar-
chy. If this is his Lordfhip’s meaning, the
French monarchy, as it now ftands, will be
found to agree perfeétly withit; and fhould
experience prove it to be defedtive for the
want of fuch a member as a fenate, the de-
fe@ muft be fupplied with all thofe cautious
preventatives which experience can alone
afford.

The limitations of power, in which the exe-
cutive magiftrate is confined, affords Mr.
Burke a fubje&t for the exertion of a// the
powers of his oratory. He deplores the mor-
tified ftate of the fallen monarch; he fees no-
thing but weakuefs in the government, and
Zonfufion in the affairs of the empire; from
the want of a proper influencing power in the
executive, and that cordiality which ought te
[fibfift betwween it and the legiflative. He con-
ceives, that without fuch a controuling influ-

ence, the executive office is a ftate of degrada-
tion,
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tion, to which no man of fpirit would fubmit.
And if the prefent King and his fucceflors
refpe&t their #rue glory, they will take every
opportunity which time may prefent, of
fhaking off the yoke of their imperious
mafters, and refuming their former indepen-
dence.

To thefe animadverfions of Mr. Burke, it
may be obferved, that moft of the limitations
of which he complains, are either infeparable
to the fecurity of the democracy, or they
have their grounds in a juf? policy, fuiting
itfelf to the prefent ftate of things. It is ne-
ceffary that a popular legfﬂature thould be in-
formed through other clannels than the exe-
cutive power, of fuch matters as may import
that body to know: it is neceflary that all
the means by which a perfonal influcnce may
be eftablithed by the grant of lands and large
penfions, fhould be taken away; and for the
fame reafons of policy, it is negeffary that
the executive power fhon/d not be capable of
deluding the imaginations of men, by creating
arlificial diftinétions among them.

According to Mr. Burke’s political creed,
Kings are only to r¢/peé? thofe who ferve their

I perfonal
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perfonal greatnefs; and it is his opinion, th
the fucceflors to the throne of France in the
Bourbon line, mu/?, unlefs they are literate
men, a& on a principle boffile to the conftitu-
tion which #bcy are fworn to preferve. Itis
true, as Mr. Burke obferves, this is #ature; but
are not thofe very izclinations, {o inherent in
man, the grounds for that jealonfy which
refle@ting patriots entertain of all perfons veft-
ed with the dangerous gift of permancnt au-
thority ! And unlefs the prefent monarch of
France, and his fucceffors, fhall conceive very
different ideas of glory than they will learn
from Mr. Burkc; unlefs they fhall conceive
that the executing an office faithfully, reflects
more honour upon them than any encreafe of
perfonal greatuefs they can gain by treachery;
there is very little’ probability that they will
obtain from a popular legiflature, that en-
Jargement of power * which may reafonably
be given, when circumftances fhall convince
the public mind that there are no grounds
for jealoufy.

Mr. Burke extends his commiferation iot
only to the perfon of the King and his royal

* Such as the full exercife of the Veto. .
iflue,
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ifluc, but even to the minifters of the crown
in their civil capacity. In this commiferation,
he reprobates a principle which is held out
to the people of Great Britain as the grand
palladium of their liberties, I mean the prin-
ciple of refponfibility ; though the reproba-
tion is indeed qualified by a diftinftion of
aftive and zcalous fervice, and the reftraint of
crimes. But it is a diftin&ion which I cannot
well underftand ; for if refponfibility does
not go to every part of a minifter’s condué,
in which he a&s without due authority, it is
indeed a wvery flight conflitutional barrier
againft the vices of adminiftration, efpecially
when it is allowed among the prerogatives of
our Kings, that they may chufe their own
fervants, and retain them in their office at
pleafure: but will any minifter who ferves
fuch a King (fays Mr. Burke, when {peaking
of the prefent King of France) with but a de-
cent appearance of refpe, cordially obey the
orders of thofe whom but the other day in
his name they had committed to the Baftille 2
Will they obey the orders of thofe whom,
whilft they were excrcifing de/potic juftice upon
them, they conceived they were treating with

M lenity,
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lenity,and for whom, in a prifon,they thought
they had provided an a/yfum.

This is faying wery lttle, either for the
difpofition of the minifters, or for the fpirit
and principles of the ancient government.
Ner can I fee that thefe gentlemen have any
reafonable complaints to make againit the con-
du& of the French legiflature. It is true
they are denied a feat amongft them; but
this exception i3 not made on any perfonal
ground : they do not except againft the abi-
lities of thcfe gentlemen, or their honefty as
individuals ; but they will 7oz permit, either
a real, or a fuppofed influcnuce, to controul their
own aé&ions. They will not permit that
the {an@uary, in which the Majefty of the
people of France refides, fhould be polinted
or impeached by any fufpicion of corruption;
and they will not endanger the liberties of
their country, by giving abfolute power
any motive, which, in the event of things,
may poflibly tend to an abufe of truft.

The opinion which Mr. Burke endeavours
to eftablifh in his elaborate Refle@ions on the
French Revolution, is the 7scompatibility of a
truly popular governmen: with the human

4 conftitution:
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conftitution : And the fubje& which affords
him the moft ample fcope for the difplay of
his argumentative powers, is found in the
inveftment of that military force which is ne-
ceflary to the fupport of all governments;
for if that force is trufted to the people at
large, they may be tempted to a& in their na-
tural capacity, and, by deftroving or weak-
ening the energy of thofe organs by which
regular councils are hcld and enforced, in-
duce a ftate of anarchy. And if the fupport of
the government is madc to fubfift in aregular
ftanding difciplined body, under the controul
of an individual, that individual will become
the mafter of the people, and wiolate the go-
vernment he was appointed to defend.

Either the eftablithment or the overthrow
of an opinion fo fatal to the proud hopes of
man, muft be left to time and experience;
for I am forry to fay, that we haveno notices
on which we can attempt the conftrucion of
an oppofite argument. We cannot venture
to cftablifh an opinion on the ftate of a coun-
try not yet recovered from the convulfive
ftruggles which every important revolution
muft occafion. 'We can gain no light from

hiftory ; for hiftory furnifhes #o example of
M 2 any
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any government in a large empire, which, in
the ftricteft fenfe of the word, has fecured
to the citizen the jfu// enjoyment of his
rights. Somc attempts indeed have been
made of this kind; but they have hitherto
failed, through the rcachery of leaders, or
by the rafb folly of the multitude. But
though thefc circumftances will prevent cau-
tious perfons from giving a decided opinion
on what may be the event of things, yet
they do ot {o benight the underftanding as
to deprive the mind of hope. They do not
prevent it from fecing that the prefent com-
plexion of things in France has fomething of
a different afpe@ from what hiftory, or the
ftate of other countries, prefents to our view.
Inftead of that barbarous ignorance, or that
depravily of principle, which are to be feen
in other Furopean States, and which might
reafonzbly prevent the patriot from beftow-
ing (if it wercin his power) the full boon
of liberty, we fee a people frm and united in
their efforts to fizpport their rights, yet obe-
dient* to the diCates of that governmeat

G . . 1,
* Mr. Burke acknowledges this obedience, and calls
it fanaticifin,

which
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which they have appointed to defend
them.

From what can this difference which f{ub-
{ifts between the French nation and other
{ocieties arife, but in a more general diffufion
of knowledge, and in a principle of a&tion
which confults the public good, as well as the
gratifications of fe/f? It is the bufinefs of
knowledge to teach men their real interefls ;
and it is to be hoped it will {o far prevail
over that mif# which inordinate affe@ions caft
over the mind, as to cnable the French mu-
nicipalities to fee, that if they fo far abufe the
power with which they have been invefted
for the defence of their rights, as to gratify a
private paflion at the expence of the public
peace, they will induce a necefity which will
lead to their wtter deftru@ion. It is to
be hoped alfo, that a frue fenfe of intereft
will enable the army to perceive, that the mo-
ment they fling off the charalier of the citizen,
and affume a controuling power over their
country, from that moment they become iz-
dividually flaves ; for the very circumftance
in their condition by which this power muft
fubfift, is a difcipline infeparable to the

Stricteft
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firiéteft fubordination, and which in g/} .
fpects muft militate againft their civil rights,
When the Roman army was in the very
height of their power; when it was enabled
to depofe and murder emperors, and raife
private men to the imperial throne; when
they were cnabled to ravage the empire at
their pleafurc, and exa& largefles from its
fpoils ; they were, in an zdividual capacity,
the greateft of flaves.

The patrict Frenchman has a profpe& of
hope which uever yet offered itfelf to the
view of fociety, and that is in the difinter-
cftednefs of thofe councils to which he has

confided his right. The republican parlia-
ment of England, by their insrdinate thirft
after public offices, and by ufing their power
to their vwn emolument, gave too much rooin
for the fufpicions of a divided people to a&
in their disfavour ; and it muft be acknow.
ledged, that the interefts of felf have been
obferved to act as much in popular councils
as in courts. But the French legiflature have
fet, in this point, an example unparellelled in
the hiftory of man. To a bold and enterprif~
ing pirit, they have united a dift /z/ezg/ia"ﬂcjﬁ
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of principle which has deprived their ene-
mies of every means of oppofition, but vain
declamation, groundlefs accufation, and impo-
tent hope. Long may they continue the
admiration of the world in thefe important
particulars! Long may they thus continue
to aggrandize the charaCer of man! And
long may they continue to deferve a monu-
ment of ¢fleem on the minds of their {pecies,
which neither #ime, nor accidert, nor adverfe
Jortune, fhall be able to cffuce!

It cannot be denied that Mr. Burke has
made a difplay of very wuncemmon abilities in
his attack on the French Revolution; but
why has he deigned to make ufe of the
mean arts of abufe as an auxiliary in the
conteft? 'Why has he, by the moft invidious
comparifons, and groundlefs accufations, en-
deavoured to roufe all nations and all de-
feriptions of men againft them, and thus to
crufb in their ruin all the rights of man? Is
the tendency of his publication a recommen-
dation to the Britifh government, to dragoon
their neighbours into an adoption of their
own f{yftem of policy? Would he re-

commend
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commend to the potentates of Europe, 1
renewal of that wicked confpiracy againgt
the rights of men, which was planned by
Henry the Fourth and his minifter Sully,
and which was only prevented from taking
place by the timely death of that monarch?
—a plan, by which, through.the combination
of power, modes of government were to be
arbitrarily impofed and fupported, and the
rights of confcience abolifhed. If fuch violent
councils were indeed to take place of that
moderation and cquity which has hitherto been
thewn, it would prove that the forming treaties
and directing the jforce of nations were but
#// trufted to the fecrecy of cabinets. When
we refle@ that fuch dreadful purpofes can
never be effeCted without the cffufion of
oceans of blood, of fuch an invidious inten-
tion we muft certainly exculpate Mr. Burke;
unlefs, by a_ffrange modification of fympathy,
the lives of plebeians, and thofe vulgar cha-
rafters which compofe the « fwinifb multi-
tude,’ is held at wo walue in his account.
Some of Mr. Burke’s expreflions, indeed,
feem to warrant us in making fuch a fuppo-
fition, though we muff acknowledge, that, in

others,
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others, he appears to have a coancern for the
piritual, if not for the temporal happinefs of
thole he defpifes: “Whilft, fays he, the wealth
and pride of individuals at every moment
makes the man of humble rank and fortune
fenfible of his inferiority, and degrades and
vilifies his condition® ; it is for the man in
humble life, and to raifc his nature, and to
put him in mind of a ftate in which the
privileges of opulence will ceafe, when he
will be equal by nature, and may be more
than equal by virtue, that this portion of the
general wealth of his country is employed,
and fan&ified.”

If Mr. Burke, in the management of his
argument, could have defcended from the
lefty ftrain of a poetic imagination, to the drud-
gery of clofe reafoning, he would have per-
ceived the error of deviating from the line of
expediency into the queftion of right; for

* This is a fad condition, indeed, for “snaked fbivering
nature  But what is the remedy ? why, let them refpe&t
property, and feek ¢ their confolation in the final pro-
portions of eternal juftice.” 7ide Reflections, page 147
and 351,

N when
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when we once give up the point, that thers
is an inberent right attached to privileged
perfons to make laws for the community, we
cannot fix on any other principle that will
ftand the teft of argument, but the #ative and
unalienable rights of man. For if we fay
that /awfu/ governments are formed on the
authority of conventions, it will be atked, who
gave thefe conventions their authority? 1f we
grant that they derived their authority from
the affent of the people, how came the people,
it will be faid, to exert fuch an authority at
one period of fociety, and not at another 2 1f
we fay it was neceffity that recovered to the
{ocial man the full rights of his nature, it will
be atked, who is to be the judge of this ne-
ceflity 2 why certainly the people.

Thus, in cvery light in which we can place
the argument, in every pofible mode of rea-
foning, we fhall be driven back to elect either
the firft or the fecond of thefe propofitions;
either that an individual, or fome privileged
perfons, have an inherent and indefeafible
right to makc laws for the community, Of
that this authority refts in the unalienable

and indefeafible rights of man.
3 Tha[
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That the people have often abufed their
power, it muft be granted ; for they have often
facrificed themfelves and their pofterity to
the wanton will of an individual, and #bis is
the foundation of all the regal tyrannies which
have fubfifted in focicty ; but 7o abufe of their
power can fake away their right, becaufe their
right exifls in the wvery conflitution of things.
If the French pcople thercfore fhould be fo
capricious as to fling ofi” their new conftitution,
and fubje& themfelves to more #zegual forms
of government, or even to yranuy, it will be
agreeable to the courfe of paft experience:
but fuch an exertion of power cennot injure
their right ; and whatever form or complexion
any future government in France may bear,
it can have no lgitimate{ource, but in the will

of the people.

I am,

My Lord,
With great efteem and refpe,
Your Lordthip’s
Moft obedient
Humble Servant,

The AUTHOR.
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