#

OUTLINES:
_HISTORICAL VIEW"

-
d

OF. THE-

PROGRESS OF THE HUMAN MINDW



)

—_—— o — - o

e i -
—-——

- 1 - - +
L O Fe o . - L. 4 - - L b -
f * - -|.'J - y ' ’ - r
) ) i i *
[ " % - -
. M - , H
= -
- ) - i . uF
- . ] = - i .,‘l..- -F-|‘ -
- ' " r - L [ ]
- - - - - - & N
- - ] - Py - e T 3 - _. - i = _" '
\ - A _-“_— _ T a—
w'ﬂ:-r' me— T A Ny p————
g—— eyl S W — ———
— e WL g — —— [~ - L] —
Bl [ S ] o - —— - g ., i - - -
F ueeessss S g il — :-=-_ ——F_F '."h- 4 oieebe—
L ] et - N — - - A e e — — ——
gl pp— p—— —— e i - ——— P vy
»  l—— o — —_ T b — e - ’_"::‘_}-.-"l', = - -
+ — rl-"-q*_"__"-—-—ﬂ'-';:-..- R :_ ——, v ...l.-:- ey
- I " g el = _—.._—.-F_':'_._,.-—- - - - _" h—;—-—ﬂ—u—-—.—-_‘.ﬂl—'—--'-
slnk B sl i g y— pry ek e - ‘-r ._.;_‘ e ":: [ e—
_ - —— — =
— 1 _l-—-.—- :.r__ '_‘-'-"‘l--l—"'-."l":: Ll B il
p— Sl b Y et T - =i — . e e - —
: b o Lo ol e .ul- f-.:—u- "'-'—-=|-|.._,-|-"'-|-I-
"-___-r-':__,___—--‘-'-- - P —d ] —
L e i aaa——— = e o R - -ql---l- o
s - | ] el -
i e ——l—-
Tt . P RS =
- + = =~ -
= fedae  E— -s."‘."—-.'— e ¥ - :‘-:-—""-—-_—"_‘-'__ - 2
e : — .t . i ., AT e r—
e— [y ——
. S— i, -:_q_-"'____"'"—-—l'---:_t ——
. e >
[P ——— ey, T —— - W el
"""'-‘l----.|_| e —
gy o, ——_ :.:"'l—-q_h._-_—-n-..__"_ ]
i h-q____:
- n SRR & Skl 5 T — T
— S T
[lg———ur=—=a——— '—--i—_--__-"-:_l-_:‘-:-_‘
— - - -‘--I‘-J"-‘ -__."-b
. » 3 A = :..":“--_.
-|-|.="'I-|-
5 el g ""- [
- -
- - o =
e
- warw ¥+ aaepewes T .
— » — e ey
L, —
- - — - \ *\Q"
] F iy,
y— — 1 ] “f..."" 1&
[ ] T O el
¥ ey B — o -.".&-q_ H""'h -— —-'
- w \I-I—.:.\ il s L] - »
[ T = L
. - i —_ > "1"-..- ‘ il 4 =g @
— — - __-—l—hh___‘“ - - rn
N E— o, Ly - :""I
P o— i —_———— 1 - g F e ——
oy s i
u iy el 1,
-‘ - o+
& el — by - -
S o e — —-—
§ "L E— ¥ e
el § —— . e e e
el — A —
" A =4 bk =
hay ey = sl — s
pp —r AR
nle— -l L "I
ey — e
Ay il gy — M . —
F e ] I p—
— 4 sy
e W —
- L ] --
- —
+ -
» m——— [ N
- -
-apl— A e
- L]
| - — g
- F
L] -
il N
- -
-
iy il
a -
-
" —
-yl
- ) .
opp—
[ [ ]
. -
-—a '""'_1_
- ——— —
- W +.r: -—
-
ra—s— /. = * ]
-
iy I
s
L J‘I‘
- L ¥ L
. % - —
- » bl 5
" LY
dar ey
- L o
. — . s
7 ——— e — e EE—
i gl A oninikk W el
- [ -l
a— a -
[
N R ] S eyl
- il - ———
3 e
- gl ——
e - . - — T — A e——
vy m— e w——
L] -
a ——, R
* [re——————]
T —
»
- u ey ¥ o
* d =
g el SE——y  —
dnm A _'H‘I
" — ety el -l
) o N el &
N bl
- p— o i ¥ feenlel W E—
= - .._—..—I-—l
L)
T " o
- e —— oy
- — —_— R = - - - j—
- g el —— - - _— - '-_- - L-:-‘_:I. e g wmm --—..—-:- ——— oy T e —- - - 4 ——e e ._,._.
— A e g il A mmm oam el [} i
k¥ aepem—py. - e a——— -__:_-—--_-....Iu..._._ T = - * - = o el gy s—
[ —— - - -— et
- — — — — — m amm a g e ———— X H P p———— -— - e — p —
ol J =gy @ e = ey &
L L
bl g EEE——
a
-
L ol -
p— il oF
- - -, i
- [ ] E R L )
[ ] a T
: N ——
u N e S
_— gl sk 5 S
- - A e e g—— -

Al —— L W W — g - B " ]
" - ——— el erwr — -""'"___:.,___-,_:__-_' __._.::_.".. . ma gy
- — T——— T i i -
- P - — = il - - L]
. - - — e T T e - - ——— ——- ——
—- Wl h a——— - — -— [ —— L e T - - - - -y -
— - - -—— - -———— L - -
g g L. &
v, - - -
- L g EE— o - - ——— ~S—— —— T  — - o | — — -
. g L A Tl . g e l— e — g TEEE g EE—
Tl L b el L - - wtulier ir ap——— g EE—— g . e o el - - ™
e Gy s ST P gt TR ¥ plieiemmy b e g TEE—— A ey e W gl S g el ;. TS, T 5 ——
—
‘-_#-..-.*_'—-'.—.—i——--—--_- A A S o iy g P i e ol il Sy, E—— T
"Ly u ey
e W i - - — 3 - o i Y s & .., LA SN e — e F
— — e e
. ’
[ k
L ' - - y
a
-1 * - ~ 4 *
- . - -
. ; ‘2
F - i ¥
"
] r +
- -
» - —

+




OF AN

HISTORICAL VIEW

OF THE

f

PROGRESS OF THE HUMAN MIND:

.
A,

BEING A POSTHUMOUS WORK OF THE LATE

M. DE CONDORCET.

a4rvadriepanaieii}

[TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.)

Sdvennqs 1 IIXS TR
o, .

PHILADELPHIAS

L _Printed by Lang and Ufick,
. FOR M. CAREY, H. & P. RICE & Co, J. ORMROD, B. F'
| BACHE, AND J. FELLOWS, NEW-YORK,

M.DCCXCVs




CONTENTS,

i S

l

P A - ‘PACE

REFACE . y . 6

InTrODUCTION . . o 9
FIRST EPOCH.

Men united inte Hordes . . N 24

SECOND EPOCH.
Paftoral State of Mankind.—T'ranfition from that
to the Agricultural State . . . 36

THIRD EPOCH
Progrefs of Mankind from the Agricultural State to
the Invention of Alphabetical Writing 39

FOURTH EPOCH. -~
Progrefs of the Human Mind in Greece, till the.

Divifion of the Sciences, about the Age of A-
lexander . - . s 62

FIFTH EPOCH.
Progrefs of the “Sciences, from their Divifion to -
- their Decline . : ) 82

SIXTH EPOCH.
Decline of Learning, to-its reftoration about the

Period of the Crufades - ., IX4



i - CONTENTS.
N - PAGE

* SEVENTH EPOCH.
From the firft Progrefs of the Sciences about the

Period of their Revival in the Weft, to the
Inventmn of the Art of Printing * 131

EIGHTH EPOCH. .
From the Invention of Printing, to the Period

- when the Sciences and Philofophy threw off the
Yoke of Authority . . .« us

NINTH EPOCH.
Yrom the Time of Defcartes, to the Formation of

the French Republic . ~ . . 180
TENTH EPOCH.
Futore Progrefs of Mankind . . . z50



]

| PREFACE
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CONDO‘RCET, profcribed by a fanguinary fadtion,.
formed the idea of addrefling to his fellow-citizens a
fammary of his principles,, and of his conduét in public
affairs. He fet'down a few lines in execution of this
proje&t : but when he recolletted, as he was obliged to
do, thirty years of labour directed to the publicfervice,.
and the multitude of fugitive pieces in. which,. fince the
revolution, he had uniformly attacked every inftitution

inimical to liberty, he rejefted the idea of a ufelefs juf--

tification. Iree as he was from the dominion of the:
paffions, he could not confent to- ftain the purty. of his:

mind by recollecting his perfccutors, ‘perpetually and!
fublimely inattentive to.himfelf, he determined to con-.

fecrate the fhort fpace that remained between him. and:

A}

death to a work of general and permanent. utility.. That:

work is the performance now given to the world. - It:
- has relation to a number of others, in which-the rights.

of men had previoufly been difcuffed and- eftablifhed

in which {uperftition had received its laft and fatal blows.

in which the methods. of the mathematical {ciences, ap--

plied to new objects, have cpened new avenues to the

moral and political {ciences 3 in which the genuine prin-.

ciples. of focial happinefs have received a 'developemenﬁ; |
and a kind of demonftration, unknown before; laftly, in.



| Vil
which we every where perceive marks of that profound
moralff;y,_ which banifhes even the very frailties of felf-
love—of thofe pure and incorruptible virtucs within the
influence of which it is impoflible to live without feeling
a religious veneration.

May this deplorable inﬁan&é of the moft- extraor-
dinary talents loft to his coun@-to the caufe of
liberty—to the progrefs of {cience, and its beneficial
application to the wants of civilized man,. excite a bit«
ternels _of regret that fhall prove advantageous to the
publie welfare I" May this death, which will in no fmall
degree contribute, in the pages of hiftory, to cha}'a&eri{'c
the era in. which it has taken place, infpire a firm and
dauntlefs. attachment to the rights of which it was a.
wiolation !: Such is the only ht;mage worthy the {age,.
who, the - fatal  fivord: fufpended over.his head, could.
meditate in peace the melioration and Jhappinefs of his:
follow-creatures ;- fuch the only confolation thofe can.

“experience who have been the objects of his aftection,,
and have. known all the extent of his virtue...
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"INTRODUCTION.

MAN is born with the faculty of receiving
fenfations. -In thofe which he receives, he is capable of
perceiving and of diftinguithing the fimple fenfations of
which they are compofed. He can retain, recogmfe,
combine them.  He can preferve or recal them to his -

TEmOry 3 ‘he can compare their difierent combmanons ;
he car afcertain what they poflefs in common, and |
what characterifes each s -laflly, he can aﬂix fi 1gns to all

thefe objedls, the better t0 know them, and the ‘mofe
eafily to form from them new combinations.

"This faculty is developed in him by the a&ion of ex-
ternal objes, that is, by the prefence of éertgin ‘coms
plex fenfations, the conltancy of whfch, ‘whie’i‘:hér n
their identical whole, or in the laws of their change, 15

independent - of himfelf, Ttisallo exercifed by commH.
nication with other fimilarly organifed IﬂdlvldUE:lh%%fd

ﬁ,f

byall the artificial ; means which, from thefic(t db?eﬁﬁpé-q'

ment. of this faculty,’nien have {ucceeded in mventmg
. - Bigx

L
#" -
'5;‘ '?"- . ' “-'h_*""
‘,‘ #fk )

1.?'
‘ilj.'-}):
L
'



10
Senfations are accompanied with pleafure or pain,
and man has the further faculty of converting thefe mo-
mentary impreffions into durable fentiments of a corre- -
fponding nature, and of experiencing thefe fentiments
either at the fight or recollection of the pleafure. or pain
of beings fenfitive like himfelf. And from this faculty,
united with that of forming and combining ideas, arile,
between him and his fellow creatures, the ties of intereft
and duty, to which nature has affixed the moft exquifite
portion of our felicity, and the molt poignant of our
fufferings. ,
Were we to confine our obfervations to an enquiry
into the general fad&ts and unvarying laws which the
developement of thefe faculties prefents to us, in what
1s common to the different individuals of the human
{pecies, our enquiry would bear the name of meta-
phylics, |
But if we confider this developement 1 its refults,
relative to the mafs of individuals co-exifling at the fame
“time on a given fpace, and follow it from generation to
generation, 1t then exhibits a..pi&p_re of the progrefs of
human intelle@. This progrefs is {ubje to the fame
general laws, cbfervable in the individual developement
of our ‘faculties ; being the refult of that very develope-
ment confidered at once 1n a great number of individuals
‘qé%!iéd in fociety. But the refult “which every inftant
Pré_fe_nt,s, depends upon that of the preceding inftants,
and has an influence on the inftants which follow.

[ ]
- -~
\..
+ ’ b
e
- ‘i-"_r
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This picture, therefore, is hiftorical ; fince fubje&ted
as it will be to perpetual variations, it 1s formed by the
fucceflive obfervation of human focieties at the different

eras through which they have pafled. It will accord-
inply exhibit the order 1n which the changes have taken
place, explain the influence of every paft.period upon
that which follows it, and thus fhow, by the modifica-
tions which the human fpecies has experienced, in its
inceflant renovation through the immenfity of ages, thé
courfe which it has purfued, and the ﬂep_s which it has
advanced towards knowledge and happinefs. Firom
thefe obfervations on what man has heretofore been, and
what he 1s at prefent, we fhall be led to the means of
fecuring and of accelerating the ftill further progrefs, of
which, from his nature; we Iﬁay iidulge the hope.

Such is the object of the work I have undertaken ;
the refult of which will be to fhow, from reafoning ar d
from faés, that no bounds have been fixed to the im-
provement of the hurhan ficulties ; that the pefecibility
of man 1s ablolutely indefinite ; that the progrefs of this
perfedtibility, henceforth above the coniroul of every
power that would impede it, has no other limit thax
the duration of the globe upon which niture bas pla-
cedus, The courfe of this progrefs may doubtlefs be
more or lefs rapid, but it can never be retrograde ; at
leaft while the earth retains its fituation in the fyﬁem'i
of the univerfe, and the laws of this fyftem fhall neither
effc upon the globe a Jeneral overthrow, nor introducs

-
I — o b oa
-
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fuch changes as would no longer permit the human race
to preferve and exercife therein the fame faculties, and
find the {fame refources.

The firft ftate of civilization obfervable in the hu-
man f{pecies, is that of a fociety of men, few in number,
{ubfilting by means of hunting and fifhing, unacquainted
with every art but the imperfe@ one of fabricating in an
ancouth manner their arms and fome houfehold utenfils,
and of conftrudiing or digging for themfelyes an habi-
tation ; yet already in pofleffion of a language for the
communication of their wants; and a fmall number of
moral ideas, from which are deduced their common
roles of condu&; living 10 families, conforming them-
felves to general cuftoms that {ferve inftead of laws, and
having even 2 rude form of government,
~ Tn this ftate it is apparent that the uncertainty and
difficulty of procuring fubfiftence, and the unavoidable
~lternative of extreme fatigue or an abfolute repofe,
leave not to man the leifure in which,-by religning him-
fuIf to meditation, he might enrich his mind with new
combinations. 'The means of fatisfying his wants are
evenrtoo dependent upon chance and the {eafons, ufe-
fully to excite an indufltry, the progreflive improvement
of which might be tranfmitted to his progeny and
. accordingly the attention of each is confined to the
improvement of his individcal {kill and addrefs.

For this reafon, the progrefs of the human fpecies

quft in this ftage have been extremely flow ; it could
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make no dvance but at ditant intervals, and when fa-

voured by extraordinary circamftances. Meanwhile, to

the fubfiltance derived from hunting and fifhing, or from

the fruits which the earth fpontaneoufly offered, face’
ceeds the fuftenance afforded by the animals which man

has tamed, and which he knows how to preferve and
multiply, 'To thefe means is afterwards added an 1m-

perfe& agriculwure 3 he is no longer content with the

fruit or the plants which chance throws 1 his way ; he
learns to form a ftock of them, to colle& them around.
him, to fow or to plant them, to favour their reproduc--
~ tion by the labour of culture, |

Prr.}perty, Which, n thp firft Pcate,_ was confined to

his houfehold uteﬁﬁls, his arms, his nets, and the ani--
mals he killed, is now extended to his flock, and neit.’
fo the land which he has cleared and cultivated. Upon -
the déath of its head, this property naterally devolves.
to the family. Some individuals poflefls a fuperfluity-
capable of being preferved. If it be abfolute, it gives.
rife to new wants. If confined to a fingle atticle,.
while the proprietor feels the want of other articles, this:
want fuggefts the idea of exchange, Ience moral re-

lations multiply, and become complicate. A greater:
fecurity, a more certain and more. conftant leifure,.
oFord time for meditation, or at lealt for a continued .
fories of obfervations:  The cuffom is introduaced, asto-
{fome individuals, of giving a part of their fuperfluity in:
exchange for labotr, by | E’hich they might be-exemps:
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from labour themfelves, There accordingly exifts 2
clafs of men whofe time is not engrofled by corporeal
exertions, and whofe defires extend beyond their fim-
ple wants. Induftry awakes ; the arts already known,
xzpand and improve : the fa&s which chance prefents
to the obfervation of the moft attentive and beft culu-
vated minds, bring to light new arts ; as the means of
living become lefs dangerous and lefs precarious, popu- .
lation increafes; agriculture, which can provide for a
greater number of individuals upon the fame fpace of
ground, fupples the place of the other fources of fub-
fiftence ; it favours the multiplication of the {pecies, by
which it is favoured in its turn ; in a fociety become
more {edentary, more connedted, more intimate, 1ideas
that have been acquired communicate themfelves more
quickly, and are perpetuated with more certainty. And
now the dawn of the {ciences begins to appear ; man
exhibits an appearance diftin& from the other clafles of
animals, and 1s no longer like them confined to an im-
provement purely individual.

The more extenfive, more numerous and more com-
plicated relatiors which men now form with each other,
caufe them to feel the necciity of having a mode of
communicating their ideas to the abfent, of preferving
the remembrance of a fa&t with more precifion than by
oraltradition,offixing the conditions ofan agreementmore
fecurclythan by the memory cof witnefles, of ftating, ina
xr:ﬁy!efsliableto change, thole reipedied cuitoms to which

the members of any fociety agree to fubmit their condud,
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Accordingly the want of writing is felt, and the art

invented. It appears at firft to have been an ablolute

painting, to which fucceeded a conventional painting,

preferving {uch traits only as were chara&eriflic of the
objects. Afterwards, by a kind of metaphor analogous

to that which was already introduced into their language,
the image of a phyfical object became expreflive of moral
ideas. The origin of thofe figns, like the origin of
words, were liable in time to be forgotten 3 and writing
became the art of affixing figns of convention to every
idea, every word, and of confequence to every combi-
nation of ideas and words.

There was now a language that was written, and
a language that was {poken, which it was neceffary
equally to learn, between which there muft be eftablifh-
ed a reciprocal correfpondence. |

-Some men of genius, the eternal benefactors of the
human race, but whofe names and even country are for
ever buried in oblivion, obferved that all the words of 2
language were only the combinations of a very limited
number of primitive articulations ; but that this number,
{fmall as 1t was, was fufhcient to form a quantity almoft
infinite of dificrent combinations. Hence they conceiv-
ed the idea of reprefenting by vif:ble {igns, not the 1deas
or the words that aniwered to them, but thofe fimple
elements of which the words are compofed.

Alphabetical writing was then introduced, A fmall
number of figns ferved to exprefls every thing ir this
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- mode, a5 a fmall number of founds fufficed to exprefs
every thing orally. The ]angﬁage written and the
language fpoken were the fame ; all that wis neceffary
was to be able to know, and to form, the few given
figns 3 and this laft ftep {ecured for ever the progrefs of
the human race.

It would perhaps be defirable at the prefent day, to
inflitute a written language, which, devoted to the fole
ufe of the icienees, exprelling only fuch combinations of
fimple ideas as are found to bé exadly the famie in every
mind, employed only upon reafonings of logical {trit
- nefs, upon operations of the mind precie and deter-
minate, might be underftood by men of every country,
and be tranflated into all their idioms, without being,
like thofe idioms, liable to corruption, by pafling into.
common ufe. | |

Then, fingular as it may appear, this kind of writing,
‘the prefervation of which would only have ferved to.
“prolong ignorance, would become,.in the hands of phi-
iofophy, an ufeful inftrument for the {peedy Propagatidn-
of knowledge, and advancement of the Iciences.

It is between this degree of civilization and that 1n
- which we ftill find the favage tribes, that we muit placé
every people whofe hiftory has been handed down to
s, and who, fometimes making new advancements,.
fometimes plunging themfelves again into ignorance,
fometimes floating between the two alternatives or {top-
ping at a.certain lumit, {fometimes. totally difappearing.
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from the earth under the fword of conquerors, -mixing

with thofe conquerors, or living in flavery ; laftly, fome-
times receiving knowledge from a more enlightened

people, to tran{mit it to other nations,—form an unbro-
ken chain of conne@ion between the earlieft periods of
hiftory and the age in which we live, between the firlt

people known to us, and the prefent nations of Europe.

In the picture then which I mean to fketch, three
diftin& parts are perceptible. |
In the firft, in which the relations of travellers exhi-
bit to us the condition of mankind in theleaft civilized
nations, we are obliged to guefs by what fteps man in |
an ifolated ftate, or rather confined to the fociety necels °

fary for the propagation of the fpecies, was able to
acquire thofe firft degrees of improvement, the laft

term of which is the ufe of an articulate language : an
acquifition that prefents the moft {triking feature, and -
indeed the only one, a few more extenfive moral ideas
and a flight commencement of focial order excepted, -
which diftinguifhes him from animals living like himfelf
in regular and permanent {ociety. In this part of our
picture, then, we can have no other guide than an in-
veftigation of the developement of our faculties.

To this firlt guide, in order to follow man to the
point in which he exercifes arts, in which the rays of
{cience begin to enlighten him, in which nations are

united by commercial intercourfe ; in which, in fine,

alphabetical writing is invented, we may add the hiftory
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of the feveral focieties that have been obferved in
almoft every intermediate {tate : though we can follow
no individual one through all the {pace which 'feparates
thefe two grand epochs of the human race.

Here the pi¢ture begins to take its colouring in great
meafure from thieferies of fadtstranfmitted to usbyhiftory :
but it is neceffary to fele@ thefe fa&s from that of dif-
ferent nations, and at the fame time compare and com-
bine them, to form the fuppofed hiftory of a fingle pec-
plé, and delineate 1ts progrefls.

From the period that alphabetical wiitiig was knowi
in Greece, hiftory is connefted by an unminterrupted
-feries of fadts and obfervations, withi the period in which
we live, with the prefent {late of mankind in the molk
enlightened countries of Europe ; and the picture of the
pfogre{'s and advancement of the human mind becomes
ftri@ly hiftorical.  Philofophy has. no longer any thing
to guéfs, has no more fuppefitions combinations to
form; all it has to do 18 to colle@ and arfange fadls,
“4nd exhibit the ufeful truths which atife from them as
2. whole, and from the differént bearings of their feveral

parts.

"There remains only a third picture to form,—that
of our hopes, or the progrefs referved for future gene-
tations; which the conftancy of the laws of nature feems
to fecure to mankind. And here it will be neceflary to
fhew by what fteps this pragrefs,l which at prefent may

appear chimerical, is gradually to be rendered poflible,
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“and even e'.ify; how trath, in fpite of the tranfient fuceefs
of prejudices, and the fupport -they rescive from the
corruption’ of governments ‘or.of the - people, mflﬁ 1n
the end obtain a durable triumph ; by what ties nature
has indiffolubly united the advancement of knowledge
‘with the progrefs of liberty, virtue, and refpec for the
natural rights of man ; how thefe bleflings, the only real
ongs, though fo frequently feen apart as to be thought
incompatible, muft néceﬂ'arily amalgamate and become
infeparable, the moment knowledge fhall have arrived
at a certain pitch in a great number of nations at once,
the moment it fhall have penetrated the whole mafs of 2
great peoPIE, whofe language fhall have become univer-
fal, and whofe commercial intercourfe fhall embrace the
whole extent of the globe. This union having once
taken place in the whole enlightened clafs of men,
this clafs will be confidered as the friends of human
kind, exerting themfelves in concert to advance the 3
improvement and happinefs of the fpecies, £
We fhall expofe the origin and trace the lnﬁory af
general errors, which have more. or lefs contributed to
retard or fufpend the advance of reafon, and fometimes
even, as much as political events, have been the caufe of
man’s taking a retrograde courfe towards ignorance,
Thofe operations. of the mind ‘that lead to. or retain
us in error, from the {ubtle paralogifm, by which the
‘moft penetrating mind may be deceived, to the mad

reverics of enthufiafts, Belon g.equally, with that juft
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mode of reafoning that condu&s us to truth, to the
theory of the developement of our individual faculties ;
and for the fame reafon, the manner in which general
errors are introduced, propagated, trafmitted, and ren-
dered permanent among pations, forms a part of the
pifture of the progrels of the human mind. Like truths
which 1mprove and enlighten it, they are the confe-
quence of its activity, and of the difproportion that
always exifts between what it attually knows, what it
has <he defire to know, and what it conceives there 1s
a neceflity of acquiring.

It 1s even ap}areut, that, from the general laws of
the developement of our faculties, certain prejudices
muft neceffarily fpring up in cach ftage of our progrefs,
and extend their {feduétive influence beyond that ftage ;
becaufe men retain the errors of their infancy, their
country, and the age in which they live, long after the
truths neceflary to the removal of thofe errors are ac-
> - knowledged.

In {bort, there exift, at all times and in all coun-
tries, different prejudices, according to the degree of
ilumination of the different claffes of men, and accord-
ing to their profeffions. If the prejudices of philofo-
phers be impediments to new acquifitions of truth, thofe
of the lefs enlighted elaffes retard the propagation of
truths already known, and thofe of efteemed and
powerful profeflions oppofe like obftacles. Thefe are
the three kinds of enemies which - reafon is continu-
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ally obliged to encounter, and over which the frequently
does not triumph till after a long and painful ftruggle.
The hiftory of thefe contefls, together with that of the
rife, triumph, and fall of prejudice, will occupy a conf:-
. derable place in this work, and will by no means.form
the leaft i important or leaft ufeful part of it.

" If there be really fuch an art as that of forefeeing
. the future improvement of the human race, and of di-
recting and haftening that improvement, the hiftory of
the progrefs it has already made muft form the principal
bafis of this art. Philofophy, no doubst, oughz. to pro-
{cribe the fuperﬁitious idea, which fuppofes no rules of
conduct are to be found but in the hiftory of paft ages,:
and no truths but in the fludy of the opinions of-anti-

quity. But ought it not to include in the profcription,
the prejudice that would proudly reje& the leflons of
experience ! Certainly it is meditation alone that can,
by happy g:ornbingtions, condu¢t us to the general prin-
ciples of the {cience of man. DBut if the ftudy of indi-
viduals of the human fpecies be of ufe to the metaphyfi-
cian and moralift, why fhould that of focieties be lefs
ufeful to them ? And why not of ule to the political

philofopher ¢ 1f it be advantageous to obferve the focie-
ties that exift at one and the fame period, and to trace
their conneétion and refemblance, why not to obferve
them in a fucceflion of periods ?* Even fuppofing that
fuch obfervation might be,.reglc&ed in the inveftigation

(}f fpeculatnfe truths, ought it to be negleted when
C
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the queftion is to apply thofe truths to pi'a&ice, and
to deduce from {cience the art that fhould be the ufeful
refult ? Do not our prejudices; and the evils that are the
confequence of them, derive their fource from the pre-
judices of our anceftors? And will it not be the fureft
way of undeceiving us refpedting the one, and of pre-
yenting the other, to develope their origin and effeds ?
Are we not arrived at the point when there 1s no
Jonger any thing to fear, either from new errors, or the
return -of old ones; when no corrupt inftitution can be
antroduced by hypocrify, and adopted by ignorance or
enthufialm ;3 when no vicious combination can effe&®
the infelicity of a great people ! Accordingly would it
not be of advantage to know how nations have been
deceived, corrupted, -and plunged in-mifery 2
Every thing tells us that we are approaching the
-era of one.of the grand revolutions of the human race,
“What can better -enlighten us to what we may exped,
what can be a furer guide to us, amidft its commotions,
than the picure of the revolutions that have preceded
-and prepared the way for it 2 The prefent ftate of know-
ledge affures us that it will be happy. But is it not upon
condition that we know how to affift 1t with all our
ftrength ? And, that the happinefs it promifes may be
lefs dearly bought, that it may fpread with more rapi-
dity over a greater fpace, that it may be more complete
inits effe@s, is it not requifite to ftudy, in the hiftory of
the homan mind, what obitacles remaia to be  feared,
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and by what means thofe obftacles are to be fur-
mounted

I fhall divide the fpace through which I mean to:
run, into nine grand epochs; and fhall prefume, in a-
tenth, to advance fome conjé&urea upon the future del~
tiny of mankind. |

I fhall confine myfelf to the principal features that:
charadterife each; I fhall give them 1in the group,
without troubling myfelf with exceptions or detad. [T
{hall indicate the objes, of the refults of which the
work itfelf will prefent the developements and the.

pro ofs.
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- FIRST EPOCH.

Men united inte Hordes.

—

WE have no dire information by which to
- afcertain what has preceded the flate of which we are
now to {peak ; and it is ‘only by examining the intel- |
le@ual or moral faculties, and the Phyﬁcal conflitution
of Tma-n, that we are enabled to conjefture by what
means he arnived at this firft degree of civilization.

Acccordingly an inveftigation of thofe phyfical qua-
lities favourable to the firft formation of fociety, toge-
ther with a fummary analyfis of the developement of
our intelleftual or moral faculties, muft ferve as an in-
troduétion to this epoch

A {fociety confifting of a family appears to be natural
to man. Formed at firft by the want which children
have of their parents, and by the affection of the mother,
as well as that of the father, though lefs general and
Jefs lively, time was allowed, by the long continuance
of this want, for the birth and growth of a {entiment
which muft have excited the defire of perpetuating the
union. 'The continuance of the want was alfo {ufficient
for the advantages of the union to be felt. A family
placed u}:on a foil that afforded an eafy fubfifience,
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might afterwards have "multiplied and become a
horde.

Hordes that may have owed their origin to the -
union of feveral diftin& families, muft have been form-
ed more flowly and more rarely, the union depending
on motives lefs urgent and the concurrence of a greater
number of circumftances..

The art of fabricating arms; of preparing aliments, .
of procuring the utenfils requifite for this preparation,
of preferving thefe aliments as a provifion againft the -
feafons in which it was impoffible to procure a freih.
fupply of them—thefe arts, confined to the moft (imple -
wants, were. the firlt fruits of a continued union, and:
the firlt features that diftinguithed human fociety. from
the fociety obfervable in many {pecies of beafls,..

In fome of thefe hordes, the women cultivate round *
the huts plants which ferve for food. and {uperfede: the -
neceflity of hunting and fithing:. It others, formed in
places where. the earth fpontaneoufly offers vegetable :
nutriment, a part of the time of the favage is dccupied;
by the care of feeking and gathering it.. In hordes of
the laft defcription, .where. the advantage. of remaining
umted .is Jefls felt,. civilization has been obferved very -
hitle to exceed that of a foclety-confifting -of ‘2 fingle -
ranuly. . Méanwhile there has been found in all.the ufe -

iF . -

of an articulate language, .
More frequent-and more.durablé connections with-

the fame individuals, 3 fimilarity of interefls, the fuccour.
C.a. ' |
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mutually given, whether in-their common. huntin g or
again{t an enemy, muft have equally produced both'the.
fentiment . of juftice and a reciprocal affe@tion between -

the members of the fociety. 1In a fhort time this affec-

tion would transform itfelf into attachment to -the
{ociety.

The neceflary” confequence was 2 violent enmity,

and a-delire of vengeance not to be extinguifhed, againit

the epemazes of the horde.

The want of a chief, in order to a& '1n common,
and thereby defend themfelves the bﬁetter, and procure
with.greater eafe a more certain and more abundant fub-
{iftence, introduced the firft idea of public authority into
thele focieties.  In circumftances in which the whole
horde was interefted, refpe@ing which a common refo-

lution muft be taken, all thefe concerned in executing
the refolution were to be confulted. The weaknefs of
the fetnales, which exempted them from the diftant chace

‘and from war, thé ufnal fubje@s of debate, excluded

]
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them alike from thefe confultations, As the refolutions
demanded experience, none were admitted but fuch as
were fuppofed to pofféls it. The quarrels. that arofe ina

fociety difturbed its harmony, and were calculated to de.
ftroy 1t : 1t was natural to agree that the decifion of them
fhould be referred to thofe whofe age and- perfonal qualis
ties infpired the greateft confidence. Such was the
o‘ri'giu; of the firlk political inflitutions..
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‘The formation'of a language muft have preceded
thefe inftitations. - The idea of exprefling objeéts by con-
ventional figns appears to be'above the degree of intelli-
gence attained in this ftage of civilization; and it is pro-"
 bable they were only brought into uie by length of tine,
by degrees, and in a maoner in fome fort imperceptibles
The ivention of the bowwas thework of a fingle man
- of genius ; the formation of a lan guage that of the whole
fociety. Thefe two kinds of progrefs belong equally to
the human ipecies. - The one, more rapid, s the refuls
of thole new combinations which men favoured by na.
ture are capable of forming ; is the fruit of their medita.
tions and the energies they difplay: the other, more flow,
arifes from the refle@ions and obfervations that offex
themfelves to all men, and from the habits contraced

mn their common courfe of life,

Regular movements adjulted to each other in due

proportion, are capable of being executed with " a lefx
degree of fatigue; and they who fee, or hear them, pers

ceive their order and relation with. greater factlity. For.

both thefe reafons, they form a fource of pleafure, Thus
the origin of the dance, of mufic.and of poetry, may be
traced to, the infant flate of fociety. They were em.

ployed for the ‘amufemeut of youth and upon. occafions
of public feftivals. There were at that period loye fongs
and war fongs 5, and even mufical ‘inftruments WETE iN«
veated. Neither. was the art of eloguence abfcilutely
unknown in. thefe hordes ;. at leaft they could aﬂ‘mnam
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their fet fpeeches 2 more grave.and folemn tone, and’
were not {trangers to. rhetorical exaggeration.

The errors that diftinguifh this epoch of civilization-
are the converfion of vengeance and cruelty towards an:
enemy into virtue ;- the prejudice that configns the fe-
male part of fociety to a fort of flavery; the right of
commanding in war confidered as the prerogative of an:
individual family-; together with the firft dawn of vari.-
ous kinds of fuperftition.. Of thefe it will be neceflary
to trace the origin and afcertain the motives. ' ¥or man:
never adopts without reafon any.errors, except what-
his early education have in a manner rendered - natural:
to him :- if he embrace any new.error; it is either be-
caufe it is conne&ed with thofe of his-infancy, or be-
caufe his opinions, paffions, interefls, or.other circums-
ftances, difpofe him to embrace 1f..

The only {ciences known to favage hordes, are a:
flioht and ‘crude idea of aftronomy, and the knowledge.
of certain medicinal plants employed in the cure of:
wounds and difeafes ; and ‘even thefe are already- cor-.

topted by a. mixture. of fuperftition.
- Meanwhile there is prefented to us in.this epoch one -

fa@ of importance-in. the hiftory of the human mind. We..
can here perceive the-beginnings of an infhitution, that:
1n its progrefs has been attended with oppofite- effeds,.
accelerating the advancement of knowledge, at the:
fame time that it diffeminated error ; enriching the

~ fciences with new truths, but precipitating the people::
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into ignorance and. religious fervitude, and’ obliging

- them to purchafe a few tranfient “benefits at the-price
of a long and thameful tyranny. :

I mean the formation of a clafs of men the depofi-
taries of the elements of the {ciences or procefles of the

arts, of the mylteries or ceremonies of religion, of the

practices of fuperflition, and frequently even. of the
fecrets of legiflation and polity. I mean. that {epara-
tion of the human race into two portions ; the one-def-
tined to teach, the other to believe ; the one proudly
co_ncealing what it vainly boafts of knowing, the. other:
receiving with refpe@ whatever its -teachers conde-
fcend to reveal: the one wifhing to raife itfelf. above
reafon, the other humbly renouncing reafon, and de-
bafing itfelf below humanity, by acknowledging in 1ts
fellow men prerogatives fuperior to their. common
nature.

‘This diftin&ion, of which, at the clofe of thc
elghteenth century, we ftill fee the remains 1 our
priefts, is obfervable in the lealt civilized tribes of
favages, who have already - their quacks and forcerers. .
It is too general, and too. conftantly meets the eye in
all the flages of civilization; not to have a foundation
in nature itfelf: and we fhall accordingly find in the
ftate of the.human faculties at this early period of
fociety, the caufe of the credulity of the firft dupes, and
of the rude cunning of the firft impoftors.

-

-
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SECOND EPOCH.

Pafloral State of Mankind.—~Tyanfttion from that io the
Agricultural State.

THE idea of preferving certain animals taken
m hunting, muft readily have occurred, when their do-
cility rendered the prefervation of them a tafk of no:
difficulty, when the foil round the habitations of the
hunters afforded thefe animals an ample fubfiftence,

when the family poflefled a greater quantity of them
than it could for the prefent confume,; and at the {ame.

time might have reafon to apprehend the being expofed
to. want, from. the ill fuccefs of the next chace, or the
intemperature of the feafons.

From keeping thele animals as a fimple fupply
againft a tune of need, it was obferved that they might
be made to multiply, and thus furnith a more durable
provifion. Their millt afforded a farther refource s
and thofe fruits of a flock, which, at firft, were regard--
ed only as a {upplement to the produce of the chace,
became the moft certain, moft abundant and leaft pain-
ful means of {ubfiftence. Accordingly the chace ceafed
to be cenfidered as the piincipal of thefe refources, and
{oon as' any refource at all 5 it was purfued only as a
pleafure, or as a neceffary precaution for keeping beats
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of prey from the flocks, which, become more numeross,
could no longer find round the habitations of their
keepers a {ufficient nourtfhment.

A more fedentary and: lefs fatiguing life afforded
feifure favourable to the developement of the mind.
Secure of fubfiftence, no longer anxious refpeding
their firlt and indifpenfable wants, men fought, i the
means of providing for thofe wants, new fenfations.

The arts made fome progrefs: new light was ac.
quired refpe@ing that-of maintaining dom;eihc animals,
of favouring their reproduction, and even of | improving
their breed.

Wool~was ufed for appare] and cloth ﬁxbﬁltuted
in the place of fkins.

Family {ocieties became more urbane, without being
lefs intimate. As the flocks of each cowld not multi
ply in the {fame proportion, 2 difference of wealth -was
eftablithed. Then was {uggelted the idea of one man
" fharing the produce of his flocks. with another who
had no ﬂocks, and who was to devote his time and
ﬁrength to the care they require. Then it was found
that the labour of a young and able individual was of -
more value than the expence of his bare fubfiftence;
and the cuftom was introduced of retaining prifoners
of war as flaves, inftead of putting them to death.

Hofpitality, which is practifed alfo among {avages,
aflumes in the paftoral {tate a more decided and im-
portant charalter, even among thofe wandering hordes
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that dwell in their waggons or in tents. More fre.
quent occafions occur for ‘the'recipmcal_ exercile. of
‘this 2& of humanity between man and man, between
one people and another. "It becomes a focial duty,
and 1s fubje@ed to laws.

As fome families poffefled not only a fure fubfi-
tence, but a conitant fuperfluity, while others were
deftitute of the neceffaries of life, natural compaffion
for the {ufferings of the latter gave birth to the {enti-
,ment and practice of beneficence.

- Manners of cour{e muft have foftened. The {lavery
of women became lefs fevere, and the wives of the rich
were no longer condemned to fatiguing labours.

A greater variety of articles employed in {atisfying
the different wants, a greater number of inftruments to
prepare thefe wants, and a greater inequality in their

diftribution, gave energy to exchange, and converted
't into adtual commerce: it was impoffible it fhould

extend without the neceflity of a common meafure and
a fpecies of money being felt,

Hordes becamemore numerous. At the fame time, 10
order the more eafily to maintain their flocks, they placed
| habltatlms, when fixed, more apart from each other;

- or changed them into movable encampments, as {oon

as they had difcovered the ufe of ceftain fpecies of ani-
‘mals they had tamed, in drawing or carrying barthens.

Fach nation had its chief for the condu@ of war;

but being divided into tribes, from the necefity of
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- fecuring palturape, each tribe had alfs its chlef Tr.us_
| fuperiority was attached almoft univerfally to certain
{ families. The heads however of familics in poffeffion
‘ of numerous flocks, a multitude qf_' ﬂa;;ves, and who em-
| ployed in their fervice a great number of poa]r,i partook
. of the authority of the chiefs of the tribe, as thefe alfo
: fhared in that of the chiefs of the nation s at lealt when,
. from the refpe&t due to age, to experience, and the ex-
E vloits they had performed, they were conceived to be
: worthy of it. And it is,at this epoch ef fociety that
we muft place the origin of flavery, and inetiuality of
¢ political rzghts between men amed At the age of ma.
turity. |
. The confuls of the chiefs of the family or tribe de-
 cided, from -1deas of natural juftice or of eftablithed
| ufage, the numerous and intricate difputes that alread_v)
Fprevaﬂed The tradition of thefe decifions, by con-
- firming and perpetuating the ufage, foon formed a kind
“of jurifprudence more regilar and coherent than the
progrefs of-{ociety had rendered in- other refpedts necefs
fary. The idea of property and its rights had acquired

greater extent and precifion. The divifion of inhe-
ritances becoming more important, there was a neceflity

of {ubjedting it to fixed regulaiions.

The agreements
'that were entered mto being more frequent, were no

El@ﬂger confined to fuch fimple objeds ; they were'to be

ﬁlbjﬁ&ﬂd to-forms ; and the marner of verlfymg them,
to fecare their execution, had alfb iis h".v&

D
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"The utility of obferving the ftars, the occupation
“which in long evenings they afforded to the mind, and
_the leifure enjoyed by the fhepherds, effeéted a ﬂlght
.degree of improvement in aftronomy.-

But we obferve advancing at the fame time the art
-of deceiving men in order to rob them, and of afluming
over their opinions an authority founded upon the hopes
and fears of the imagination. More regular forms of
wor{hip begin to be eftablifhed, and {yftems of faith lefs
cdarfeljr combined. The ideas entertained of fuperna-
tural powers, acquire afort of refinement : and with this
refinement we {ee {pring up in one place pontiff princes,
in another facerdotal fumilies or tribes, in a third col-
leges of prielts ; a clafs of individuals upiformly affe-
ing infolent prerogatives, feparating themfelves from
the people, the better to enflave them, and feizing ex-
el vely upon medicine and altronomy, that they may
poflefs every hold upon the mind for {ubjugating it, and
feave no means by which to unmafk their hypocrify, and
break in pieces thetr chains.

" Languages were enriched wiihout becomng lefs
figurative or'lefs bold. The images employed were
more varied and more pleafing. They were acquired in
paftoral life, as well as-in the favage life of the forells,
from the regular phenomena of nature, as well.as from
its wildrefs and eccentiicities.  Sorg, peetry, and
" inftruments of mufic were improved.during a lcifure that
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produced an andience more Peaceable,_ and at the fame
time more difficult to pleafe, and allowed the artift to
refle@ on his own fehtimehts, examine his firlt 1deas,
and form a {elétion from them.

It could not have efcaped obfervation that fome
plants yielded the flocks a better and more abundant
fubfiftence than cothers, The advantase was accord-
ingly felt of favouring the pi'oduftion of thefe, of fepa-
rating them from plants lefs nutritive, unwholefome,
and even dangerous; and the means of eflelting this
were difcovered.

In like manner, where plants, grain, the {pontancous
fruits of the earth, contributed with the produce of the
flocks to the fubfiftence of man, it nwalt equally have been

obferved how thofe vegetables multiplied ; and the care

niaft have fqllowe_d of collecting them nearer to the habi- K

tations; of feparating them from ufelefs vegetables, that:
they might occapy a foil to themfelves; of fecuring them

from untamed bealts, from the flocks, and even from the.

rapacity of other men.

Thefe ideas muft have equally occurred, and even
~ fooner, in more fertile countries, where the fpontancous
productions of the earth almoft fufficed of themfelves for
the fupport of men; who now began to devote themielves
to agriculture. :

In {uch a country, and under a happy climate, fhe
fame fpace of ground produces, in corn, roots, and {ruit,
wherewith to matntain a greater number of men than if

=t
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employed as pafturage. Accordingly, when the nature
of the {oil rendered not fuch cultivation too laborious,
when the dilcovery was made of employing therein thofe
fame animals ufed by paftoral tribes for the tranfport
from place to place of themfelves and their effeds, agri-:
culture became the moft plentiful {ource of fubfiftence,
the firft occupation of men; and the human race arrived
at the third epoch of its progrefs.

There are people who have remamed, from time
immemerial, in one of the two ftates we have defcribed.
"They have not only not rifen of them{elves to any higher
degree of improvement, but the connection and commer-
cial intercourfe they have had with nations more civili-
zed have failed to produce this effect. Such connec-
- tions and intercourfe have communicated to them {ome
knowledge, fome 1nduftry, and a great many vices, but
have never been able to draw them from their ftate of
mental {tagnation.

The principal caufes of this phenomenon are to be
found 1n climate; in habit; in the {weets annexed to
this ftate of almoft complete independence, :ah indepen-
Jence not to be equalled but 1n a fociety more pel'feft
cven than our own; in the natural attachment of man to
opintons received from his infancy, and to the cuftoms
of his country; 1n the averfion that ignorance feels 1o
every fort of novelty ; in bodily and more efpecially men-
1al indolence, which {upprels the feeble and as yet
{carcely exiiling fpark of curiofity; and laftly, in the
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empire which fuperftition already exercifes over thefe
infant {ocieties. To thefe caufes muft be added the
avarice, cruelty, corruption and prejudices of polithed
nations, who appear to thefe people more powerful, .
more rich, more informed, more active, but at the {fama
time more vicious, and particularly lefs happy than
themfelves. They mult frequently indeed have been
lefs ftruck with the {uperiority of {fuch nations, than ter-
rified at the multiplicity and extent of their wants, the
torments of their avarice, the never ceafing agitations of
their everadtive, ever infatiable paflions. This defcrip- - |
tion of people has by {ome philofophers been pitied, and
by others admired and applauded; thefeﬁhave confidered .
as wifdom and virtue, what the former have called by
the names of {ftupidity and floth. | e

The queftion in debate between them will be refolved : |
in the courle of this work. It will there be feeﬁ‘ﬁhy-
the progrefs of themind has not been at all times accom- -
panied with an equal progrefs towards happinefs and vir- -
tue; -and how the leaven of prejudices and errors has-
poliated the good that fhould flow from knowledge, a
good which depends more upon the purity of that know- -
ledge than its extent, 'Then it will be found that the .
ftormy and arduous tranfition of a rude fociety to the -
ftate of civilization of an enlightened and free people,
implies no degeneration of the haman fpecies, but is a -
neceflary crifis m 1ts gradual advance towards abfolute -

perfection, Then it will_ll))e found that jt1s not the in=-
2 )
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creale of knowledge, but its decline, that has produced
the vices of polifhed nations, and that, inftead of cor-
rupting, it has in all cafes {oftened, where it has been
unable to correét or to change the manners. of men.
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THIRD EPOCH.

Progrefs of Mankind from the Agricultural State to the In-
vention of Alphabetical Writing.

THE vniformity of the pifture we have

hitherto drawn will {oon difappear; and we thall no lon-

ger have te delineate thofe indiftin& features, thofe {light

fhades of difference, that diltingnifh the manners, cha-
rafters, opimons and fuperflitions of men, rooted, as
it were, to their {oil, and perpetuating almoft without -
mixture a fingle family.

Invafions, conquefts,. the rife and overthrow of em-
pires, will fhortly be feen mixing and. confounding na-
tions, fome times difperfing them over a new territory,
fometimes covering the fame {pot with different people. .

Fértuitous events will continually interpofe; and
derange the flow but regular movement of nature, often
retarding, {fometimes accelerating it.

The appearances vie obferve in a nation in any parti-
cular age, have frequently their caufe.in a revolution hap-
pening ten ages before 1t, and at a difltance of a- theu-
fand leagues; and the night of time conceals a great
portion of thofe events, the influence of which we fee
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operating upon the men who have preceded us, and
fometimes extending to ourfelves.

But we have firft to confider the effe&s of the change
of which we are {peaking, in a fingle people, and inde-
pendently of the influence that conquefts and the inter-
mixture of nations may have exercifed.

Agriculture attaches man to the foil which he cul-
tivates. It is no longer his perfon, his family, his im-
plements for hunting, that it would fuffice him to
tranfport; it is no longer even his flocks which he
might drive before him. The ground not belonging in
common to all, he would find in his flight no {ubfiftence,
either for himfelf or the animals from which he derives
his {upport.

Each parcel of land has a mafter, to whom alone
the fruits of it belong. The harveft exceeding the:
maintenance of the animals and men by whom it has
been preparcd, furnithes the proprietor with an annual
wealth, that he has no neceflity of purchafing with his
perfonal labour.

In the two former flates of fociety, every-individual,
or every family at feaft, practifed nearly all the neceffary
arts. “

But when there were men, who, without labeur,
lived upon the produce of their-land, and others who

received wages ; when occupations were multiplied, and
the procefies of the arts become more extenfive and

complicate, common intereft foon enforced a feparation
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of them. Tt was perceived, that the induftry of an ind:-
vidual, when confined to fewer objeés, was more com-
plete ; that the hand executed with greater readinefs and
precifion a fmaller number of operations that long habit
had rendered more familiar ; that a lefs degree of under-
ftanding was required to perform a work well, when
that work had been more frequently repeated.

Accordingly, while one portion of men devoted
themfelves to the labours of hufbandry, others prepared
the neceflary inftruments. The care of the flocks,
domeftic economy, and the making of different articles
of apparel, became 1n like manner diftin& employments.
As, in families poflefling but little property, one of
thefe occupations was infufficient of itlelf to engrofs the
whole time of an individeal, {everal were performed by
the fame perfon, for which he recetved the wages only
of a fingle man. Socn the materials ufed in the arts
increafing, and their nature demanding different modes
of treatment, fuch as were analogous in this refped
became diftin& from the reft, and had a particalar clafs
of workmen, Commerce expanded, embraced a greater
number of objeéts, and derived them from a greater |
extent of territory: and then was formed another clafs
of men, whofe {ole occupation was the purchafe. of
commodities for the purpofe of preferving, tranfporting,
or felling them again with profit.

Thus to the three clafles of men before diﬂingui‘ﬁl_

able in paftoral Jife, that of proprietors, that of the
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domettics of their family, and laftly, that of flaves, we
muit now add, that of the different kinds of artifuns, and
that of merchants.

Then. it was,, that, in a fociety more fixed, more
compadl; and more iatricate,, the neceflity was felt of a
more regular and more ample code of legiflation; of
(determining with greater precifion the punifthments for
crimes, and the forms to.be obferved as to contradls

of fubje&;ing to {everer rules the means of alcertaining
~ and verifying the fa&s to which the law was to be
applhed. - |

‘This progrefs was the flow. and. gradual work of
neceflity and concurring circumflances : it is.but a flep
or two farther m the route we have already traced in ~
paftoral nations.

In the ficlt two epochs, education was purely do-
meftic. The children were inftru@ted by refiding with
the. father, in the common labours that were followed,
or the few arts that were known. From him they
-received the {mall number of traditions that formed the
hiftory of the horde or of the family, the fables that
had been tranfmitted,” the knowledge of the national
cuftoms, together with the principles .and prejudices
that compoled their pretty code of morality. Singing,
dancing ard military exercifes they acquired in the {oci-
ety of their friends.

In the epoch at which we are arrived, the children
of the richer families received a fort of commion educa-
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sion, either in towns, from converfation with the old
and experienced,; or in the houfe of a chief, to whom

they attached themfelves. IHere it was they were in-
ftructed in the laws, cuftoms and prejudices of the coun-
try, and learned to chant poems defcriptive of the events
of its hiftory.

A more fedentary mode of life had introduced 2
greater equality between thefexes. 'The wives were no
Jonger confidered as fimple objets of utility, as only the
more familiar {laves of their mafter. Man looked upon
them as companions, and {aw how conducive they might |
be made to his happinefs. Meanwhile, even in coun=.
tries where they were treated with moft refpe&, where
polygamy was profcribed, neither reafon nor juftice ex-
tended fo far as to an entire reciprocity as to the right
of divorce, and an equal infliction of punifhment in cafes
of infidelity. .

- The hiftory of this clafs of prejudicés, and of their
influence on the lot of the human ipecies, muft enter
Into the picture I have propofed to draw ; and nothing
can better evince how clofely man’s happinefs is con-
nected with the progrefs of reafon.

Some nations remained difperfed over the country.
Others united themfelves in towns, which became
the refidence of the common chief, called by a name
anfwering to the word Aing, of the:chiefs of tribes who -
partook his power, and of the elders of. every great

family, There the.common affairs of the fociety were
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decided, as well asindividual difputes. 'There the rich

~brought togéther the moft valuable part of his wealth,
that it might be fecure from robbers; who muft of courfe
have multiplied with {edentary riches. ‘When' nations
remained difperfed over a territory, cuftom determined
the time and place where the chiefs were to meet for
deliberation upon the general interelts of the community,
and the adjudication of {uits, |

Nations who acknowledged a common origin, who
fpoke the fame language, without abjuring war with °
each other, entered almolt éniverfally 1nto a confederacy
more_or lefs clofe, and agreed to unite themfelves, either
againfl foreign enemies, or mutually to avenege their
wrongs, or to hfcharge in common fome religious duty.

Hofpitality and commerce produced even fome laft-
ing ties between nations different in origin, cuftoms and

language ; ties that by robbery and war were often dif-
folved, but which neceflity, fronger than the love of
pillage or a thirft for vengeance, afterwards renewed.
To murder the vanquithed, or-to ftrip and reduce
them to flavery, was no lorger the only acknowledged
right between nations inimical to each other. Ceflions

of territory, ranfoms, tribute, in part fupplied the place
of thofe barbarous outrages.

At this epoch every man that poffefled arms was a
foldicr. e who had the beft, and beft knew how to
. exercife them, who. could furnifh arms for others, upon
condition that they followed him to the wars, and from
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the provifion he had amaffed was in a capacity fo fupply
their wants, neceflarily became a chief, But this cds~
dience, almoft voluntary, did not invelre them 1n 2 fer-
vile dependence. |
~ As there was feldom occafion for new laws ; as
there were no public expences to which the citizens
were obliged “to contribute, and ‘fuch as it became ne-
ceffary to incur were defrayed out of the property of the
chiefs, or the lands that were preferved ip commen ;
as the idea of reftricting indultry and commerce by re-
gulations was unknown ; as offenfive war was decided
by general confent, or undertaken by thofe only who -
were allured by the love of glory or defire of pillage ;-

man believed himfelf free in thefe rude governments,
notﬁithﬁanding the ‘hereditary fuccefhion, almoft uni-

verfal, of their ‘firlt chiefs or kings, and the preroga-
tive, ulurped by other fubordinate chiefs, of fharing
alone the political authority, and exercifing the: fune-
tions of government as well as of magiftracy.

But frequently a king {urrendered himfelf to the
impulfe-of perfonal vengeance, to the commiffion of ar-
bitrary ats of vidlenee; frequently, in thefe privileged
families, pride, hereditaryhatred, the fary of love and
thirft for gold, engendered and multiplied crimes, while
the chiefs aflembled in towns, the mftruments of the.

paflions of kings, excited therein fa&ions and civil wars,

.apprefled the people by iniquitous judgments, and tor-
E

L )
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-ndented them by the enormities of their ambition and
rapacity.

In many nations the excefles of thele families ex=
‘haufted the patience of the people, who accordingly
extirpated, banifhed, or fubjeGted them to the common
law; 1t was'rarely that their title, with a limited autho-
rity, was preferved to them; and we fee take place
what has fince been called by the name of republics.

In other places, thefe kings, furrounded with mi-
-tilons, becaufe they had arms and treafures to beftow
on them, exercifed -an-abfolute authority: and fuch was
the origin of tyranny.

Elfewhere, particularly 1n countries where the {mall
nations did not unite together-in towns, the firft forms
of thofe crude imftitutions were preferved, till the period
in which thefe people, either £ell under the yoke of a
~ conqueror, o, infligated by the fpirit of robbery, fpread
themfelves over a foreign territory,

This tyranny, comprefled within too narrow a fpace,
could have but a fhort duration. The people foon
threw off a yoke which force alone impofed, and opi-
giion had been unable to maintain. The monfter was
{feen too nearly not to excite more horror than dread :
and force as well as opinion could forge no durable
chains, if tyrants did not extend their empire to a dif-
tance fufliciently-great to be able, by dividing the na-
tion they opprefled, to conceal from it the{ecret of its
own power and of their weaknels. |



47

The hiftory of republics belongs to.the next epoch
but that which we are confidering will prefently exhibit
a new {pedacle.

An agricultural people, fubjected to a foreign power,
does not abandon its hearths : necellity obliges it to la-
bour for its mafters. |

Sometimes the ruling nation contents itfelf with
leaving, npon the conquered territory, chiefs to govern,
foldiers to defend it, and efpectally to keep in awe the
inhabitants, and with exaéting from the fubmiffive and
difarmed fubjecs a tribute in money or in provifion.

‘Sometimes it feizes upon the territory itfelf, dif~
tributing the property of it to the officers and foldiers s
in that cafe it annexes to each eftate the old occupiers
that cultivated it, and fubje&s them to this new kind of .
flavery, which is regulated by laws more or lefs rigor-
ous. Military {ervice, and a tribute from the indivi~
duals of the conquered people, are the conditions upon
which the enjoyment of thefe lands is granted to them.

Sometimes the ruling nation referves to idelf the
property of the territory, and diftributes only the ufu-
fruct upon the {ame conditions as in the preceding in-
{tance.

Commonly, however, all thelfe modes of recom-
penfing the wnftruments of conqueft, and of robbing
the vanquifhed, are adopted at the fame time.

Hence we fee new claffes of men fpring up; the
defcendants. of the conquering nation and thofe of the
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eﬁpreﬂ”ed ;- an- heriditary nobility, not however o be
confounded with the patrician dignity of republics; 2
people condemned to labour, to dependence, to a ftate
of degradaticn, but not to flavery ; and laftly, flaves
attached to the glebe,. a clafs differing from that of do-
meftic flaves; whofe fervitude is lefs arbitrary, and who
may appeal aganift.the caprices of their mafters to the
faw..

It 1s here allo we may obferve the origin of the
teodal {y{tem, a peft that has not been peculiar to our
own climate, but has found a footing in almoft every
nart of the globe, at the fame periods of civilization,
and whenever a country has been occupied by two
veople between whom victory has eftablifhed an heredi-
tary inequality. .

In fine, defpotilm was alfo the fruit of conqueft.
By defpotifm I here mean, in order to diftinguith it
from tyrannies of a tranfient duration, the oppreffion of
a.people by a.fingle man, who governs it by opinion,
by habit, and above all, by a military force, over the
individuals .of which he exerciles himfelf an arbitrary
anthority, but at the {ame time is obliged to refpeét
their prejudices, flatter their caprices, and {ooth their
avidity and pride.

Perfanally guarded by a numerous and {eleé portion
of this armed force, taken from the conquering natioa ox
confifting of foreigners; immediately furrounded by the
moft powerful mititary chiefs ; holding the provinces ig
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awe by means of generals who have the control of infe-
rior detachments of this fame armed body, the defpot
reigns by terror: nor is the poflibility conceived, either
by the depreffed people, or any of thofe difperfed chiefs, .
rivals as they are to each other, of bringing againft this
man a force, which the armies he has at his command
would not be able to crufh at the inftant,

A. mutiny of the guards, an infurrection in the capi--
tal, may be fatal to the defpot, without crufhing defpo«
tifm. The general of an army, by deftroying a family -
rendered facred by prejudice, may eftablith a new dy--
nafty, but it is only to exercife a fimilar tyranny.

In this third epoch, the people who have yet not -
experienced the misfortune, either of conquering, or of -
being conquered, exhibit a fi&ure of thofe fimple but -
firong virtues of agricultural nations, thofe manners of
heroic times, rendered fo interefting by a mixture of
greatnels and ferocity, of generofity and barbari{m, that .
we are ftill fo far feduced as.to admire and even regret -
them. .

On thé contrary; 1n empires founded by conquerors,-.
we are prefented with a piture containing all the gra-
dations and fhades of that abalement and corruption, to
which defpotifm and {uperftition can reduce the human :
fpecies.  There we fee {pring up taxes upon induftry :
and commerce, exaétions obliging a man to purchafe the -
right of employing as he pleafes his own faculties, laws -

refriting him in the choice of his labour and uleof
E 2.
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bis property, other Jaws comvelling the children to follow
the profeffion of their parents, confifcations, cruel and
atrocious punifhments, in fhost, all thofe adls of arbitrary
power, of legalized tyranny, of fuperftitious wickednefs,
that a contempt of human nature has been able to invent.

In hordes that Lave not undergone any confidcrable
revolution, we may obferve the progrels of civilization
ftopping at no very elevated point. Meanwhile men
already felt the want of new ideas or fenfations ; a want
which is the firft moving power in the progrels of the
human mind, equally awakening a talle for the {uper-
fluities of luxury, inciting induftry and a {pirit of curiofity,
and piercing with an eager eye the veil with which na-
ture has concealed her fecrcts. But 1t has happened,
almoft univerfally, that, to efcape this want, men have
foughtzand embraced with a kind of phrenzy, phyfical
means of procuring {enfations that may be continually
renewed.  Such 1s the praltice of ufing fermented
ligsors, hot drinks, opium, tobacco, and betel. There
are few nations among whom one or other of thele
practices is not obferved, from which is derived a plea-
{ure that occupies whole days, or 13 repeated at every
interval, that prevents the weight of time from being
felt, fatisfies the neceflity of having the faculties roufed
or employed, and at laft blun tin*g the edge of this necel-
fity, thus prolongs the duration of the nfancy and
inadivity of the human mind. Thele pradiices, which
have proved an obftacle to the progrefs of igncrapt and
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énflaved nations, prédice alfo their effes in wifer and
more civilized countries, preventing truth from diffufing
through all claffes of men a pure and equal light.

By expofing what was the ftate of the arts in the
firft two periods of {ociety, 1t will be {feen how to thofe
of working wood, ftone, or the bones of animals, of
preparing fkins, and weaving cloths, thefe infant peo-
ple were able to add the more difficult ones of dyeing,
of making earthen ware, and even their firft attempts
upon metals. N

In iolated nations the progrefs of thefe arts mulk
have been flow; but the intercowrfe, {light as it was,
which took place between them, ferved to haften it.
A new method of proceeding, a better contrivance,
difcovered by one people, became common to its neigh-
bours. Congueft, which has fo often defiroyed the
arts, began with extending, and contributed to the im-
proving of them, before it ftopped their progrefs, or
was inftrumental to their fall,

We obferve many of thefe arts carried to the high-
eft degree of perfcdtion in countriss, where the long
wfluence of {uperflition and defpotifim has completed

the degradation of all the human faculties, But, if
we {crutinife the wondcrful producion of this fervile
induftry, we fhall find nething in them which announces
the iafpiration of genius 5 all the improvements ﬁppear
to be the flow and painful work of reiterated practice ;
every where may be feen, anidft this labour which afto-

11111 e
-
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'I:Iiﬂles us, marks of ignorance and ftupidity that difclofe
1ts origin,

In fedentary and peaceable focieties, altronomy,

medicine, the moft fimple notions of anatomy, the

knowledge of plants and minerals, the firlt elementé of
the ftudy of the phenomena of nature, acquired fomeé

fmiprovement, or rather extended themfelves by the
mere nfluence of time, which, increafing the ftock of
oblervations, led, in a manner flow, but fure, to. the

ealy and almolt inftant perception of fome of the genes
ral confequences to which thofe obfervations were cal-

culated to lead,

Meanwhile this improvement was extremely flen-
der ; and the {ciences would have remained for a2 lon-
ger period in a ftate of earlieft infancy, if certain fami-
lies, and efpecially particular cafts, had not made themy
the firft foundation of their reputation and power.

Already the obfervation of man and of focieties
had been connected with that of nature. Already a
fmall number of moral maxims, of a practical, as well
as a political kind, had been tranimitted from genera-
tion to gencration. 'Thele were {eized upon by thole
cafts : religious ideas, prejudices, and different {uper-
ftitions contributed to a fHll farther increafe of their
power. ‘They fucceeded the firft affociations, or firfk

families, of empirics and {orcerers; but they pradiled
more art to deceive and {feduce the mind, which-was now

lefs rude’and ignorant,  The knowledge they actuslly:
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poflefled, the apparent auflerity of their lives, an affefted

contempt for what was the obje of the defires of vul-
gar men, gave weight to their impoftures, while thefe
impoftures at the fame time rendered facred, in the-eyes
of the people, their {lender ftock of knowledge, and
their hypocritital virtues. The members of thefe {octe-
ties purfued at firlt, almoft with equal ardour, two very
different objeds: one, that of acquiring for themfelves
~new mformation ; the other, that of employing fuch as
they had already acquired in deceiving the people, and
gaining an afcendancy over their minds. |

Their fages devoted their attention particularly to-

altronomy : and, .as far as we can judge from the
{catteired remains of the monuments of their labours,

they appear to have carried it to the higheft peflible
pitch to which, without the aid of telefcopes, without
 the affiftance of mathematical theories fuperior to the
firft elements, it can be fuppofed to arrive.

In reality, by means of a continued courfe of ob-
fervations, an 1dea fufficiently accurate of the motion

of the {tars may be acquired, by which to calculate
and predit the phenomena of the heavens, Thofe em-

pirical laws, {o much the eafier attained as the atten.
tion becomes extended through a greater fpace of time;
did not indeed lead thele firlt aftronomers to the difeo-
very of the general laws, of the fyftem of the untverfe
but they fufficiently fupplied their place for eyery pur-

U
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pofe that might intéréft the wants or curiofity "of man,
and ferve to augment thé credit of thefe ufunpers of the
exclufive right of inftru&ing him,

It thould feem that to them: we ate indebted: for the
ingenious idea of arithmetical {cales; that happy mode of
reprefeating all poflible numbers by a {mall quantity of
fions, and of executing, by techinicall operations of 2
very fimple naturé, calculations which the: human iotel-
le@, left to itlelf, could not have reached.. 'Thisis the:
frit example of thofe contrivances that double the pow-
ers of the mind, by means of which it can' gxtend inde-
hnitely. its limits, without its being poflible to.fay to it,
thus far fhalt thou go, and no farther,

But they do not appear to have extended the {ci-
gnce of arithmetic beyond ‘its firft operations:

Their geometry, incloding what was neceffary for
furveying; as well as ‘for the prictice of aﬂran'omy, 18
bounded by that: celebrited problem which Pythagoras
carrred with him 1nto Greece, or difcovered anew.

The confiruéting of machines they refigned to thofe
by whom the machines were to be ufed. Some recitals,
however, in which there is a mixture of fable, feem
to indicate their having cultivated themfelves this branch
of the {ciences, and employed it as one of the means of
ftriking upon the mind by a femblance of prodigy.

The laws of motion, the {cience of thie mechanical
powers, attradled not their notice.
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If they ftudied medicine and furpery, that part eTpe..
cially the object of which is the treatment of wounds,

anatomy was neglected by them,

Their knowledge in botany, and 1n natural hiftory,
was confined to the articles nfed as remedies, and to
fome Pfants and minerals, the fingular-properties of which
might affilt their projedts.

Their chymiftry, reduced to the moft ﬁmple pro-
cefles, without theory, without method, without analyfis,
confifted in the making certain preparations, in the
knowledge of a few fecrets relative to medicine or the
arts, or in the acquifition of fome noftrums calculated to
dazzle an ignorant maltitude, fubjected to chiefs not lefs
gnorant than itfelf, _

"The progrefs of the {ciences they confidered but as a.
fecondary objett, as an inftrument of perpetuating or
extending their power. They fought T'ruth only to
diffufe errors.; and it is .not to:be wondered they fo fel-
dom found her.

In the mean time, {low and feeble as was this pro-
grefs of every kind, 1t would not have been attamable,'
if thefe men had'not known the art of writing, the only
way by which traditions can be rendered {ecure and per-
i'nanent, and knowledge, in proportion as it increafes,
be communicated and tranfmitted to pofterity,

_‘Accordingly, hieroglyphic writing was- either one of
their fielt inventions, or had.been di{covered-prior-to the
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formation of cafts affuming to themf{elves the prerogative
of inftruion.

~ As the view of thefe cafts was not to enlighten, but
to govern the mind, -they not only avoided communica-
ting to the people the “whole of their knowledge, but
adulterated with errors fuch portions as they thought
proper to difclofe. They taught not what they believed
to be true, but what they thought favourable to their
own end,

Kvery thing which the people received from them
had 1o it a {trange mixture of fomething fupernatural,
Jacred, celeftial, which led thefe men to be regarded as
beings fuperior to humanity, as invefted with a divine
charader, as deriving from heaven. itfelf information
prohibited to the reft of mankind,

Thefe men had therefore two do&irines, ane for
themlelves, the other for the people. I'requently even,
as they were divided into many orders, each order refer-
ved to itlelf its own myfterics, All the inferior orders
were at once both knaves and dupes ; aod 1t was only

‘;@y a few adepts that all the mazes of this hypocritical
{yftem were undcritood and developed.
- No circumflance proved more favourable to theb |
eflablifiment of this double dorine, than the changes
1\.;.rhich time, and the intercourfe and mixtures of nations,
introduced into language. The double-do&rine men,
freferviqg the -old language, or that of anpther‘n&tia_n,
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~ thereby fecured the ddvantage of having one tﬁat wag .

underftood only by themfelves.
~ The firft mode of writing, whmh reprefented thm g5
by a painting more or lefs accurate, either of the thing

itfelf or of an analogous objed, giving place to a more
fimple mode, in which the réfemblance of thefe objeds
was nearly effaced, in which fcarcely any figns were
employed but fuch as were in a manner purely convene
tional, the fecret doétrine came to have a writing, as it

had before a language to itlelf.

In the origin and upon the firlt introduion of lans

guage, almoft every word is a metaphor, and every phrafe
an allegory. The mind catches at once both the figu~
rative and natural fenfe ; the word fuggefts at the fame
inftant with the idea, the analogous ‘image by which it
has been exprefled. But from the habit of employing a
word 1n a figurative fenfe, the mind alternately fixed
upon that alone, heedlefs of the original meaning : and
thus the figurative fenfe of a word became gradually i its
proper and ordinary {ignificazion.

The priefts by whom the firft allegorical language
was preferved, employed it with the people, who were
/o Jonger capable of difcovering its true meaning ; and
'Whu, accuitomed to take words in one acceljtatlon onIy',
that general]y received, pictured to themfelves T know

not what abfurd and ridiculous fables, in expreflions that

conveyed to the minds of the priefts but a plain and

fimple truth. The fame ufe was made by the priélts of
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their facred writing, ‘The people faw men, animals,
‘monfters, where the priefts meant only to reprefent an
altronomical phenomenon, an hiftorical occurrence of
tiie yéart

Thus, for example, the priefts, in their contempla-
‘t10us, invented, and introduced almoft.every where, the
metaphylical {yftem of a great, immenfe and eternal
a1L, of which the whole of the beings that exifted were
only parts, of which the various changes obfervable in
the univerfe were but modifications. The heavens ftruck
them in no-other light than as groupes of ftars difperfed
through the immenfity-of fpace, planets deferibing mo-
fions more or lefs complicate, and phenomena purely

phyfical. refulting from their refpetive pofitions. "They
afnxed names to thele conftellitions and planets, as well

as to the fixed or moveable circles, 1nvented with a view
to reprefent their fiuation and courfe, and explain their
Appearances.
*_ But-the language, the memorials,- employed in ex
prefling thefe metaphyfical opinions, thefe natural truths,
exhibited to the eyes of the people the moft.extravagant
{yftem of mythology, and became the foundation of
creeds the moft abfurd, modes of worfhip the moft
fenfelefs, and praéices the moft thameful and barbarous.
Such is the origin of almoft all the religions that
are known to us, and which the hypocrify or the extra-
'vagance of their inventors.and their profelytes afierwards
Joaded with new fables.
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Thefe cafls feized upon education, that they might’

fathion man to a more patient endurance of chas, em-
bodied as it were with his exiftence, and extirpate the
poffibility of his defiring to break them. But, if we
would know to'what point, even withoat the aid of
fuperflitious terrors, thefe inftitutions, fo deftrudtive to

the human faculties, can extend their baneful power, we

muft look for a moment to China; to that people who
feem to have preceded all others-in the arts and {ciences,”
only to fee themlelves fucceffively eclipfed by them allj

to that people whom the knowledge of arullery has not

vrevented from being conquered by barbarous nationss;
_where the {ciences, of which the numerous fchools are
open to every clafs of citizens, alone lead to dignities,
and at the fame time, fettered by abfurd prejudices, are
condemned to an internal mediocrity; laftly, where even
the invention of printing has remained an’ inftrument
totally ufelefls in advancing the progrefs of the human
mind. "

Men, whofe mterelt it was to deceive, foon felt a

- diflike to the purfuit of truth, Content with the doci-
lity of the people, they conceived there was no need of
- further means to {ecure its continuance. By degrees
they forgot a part of the truths concealed under their
allegéries; they preferved nomore of their ancient {cience
than was {tri¢tly neceffary to maintain the confidence of
their difciples; and at laft they became themfelves the

dupes of their own fables.
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Then was all progrefs of the f{ciences at a fland s
fome cven of thofe which had been enjoyed by pre-
ceding ages, were loft to the generations that followed ;
and the hyman mind, a prey to ignorance and prejudice,
was condemned, in thofe vaft empires, to a fhameful
flagnation, of which the uniform and unvaried continu-
ance has fo lorg been a dithonour to Afia.

The people who inhabit thefe countries are the only
inftance that 13 to be met with of {uch civilization and
tuch decline.  Thofe who occupy the reft of the globe
either have been ftopped in their career, and exhibit an
appearance that again brings to our memory the infant
days of the human race, or they have been hurried by
events through the perieds of which we have to illuftrate
the h:ftory.

- At the epoch we are confidering, thefe very peo-
ple of Afia had invented alphabetical writing, which
they fubftituted in the place of hieroglyphics, probably
" after having employed that other mode, in which con-
yentional figns are affixed to every idea, which 1s the
only one that the Chinefe are at prefent acquainted with,

Hiftory and refle@tion may throw fome light upon
the manner in which the gradual tranfition from hiero-
glyphics to this intermediary fort of art, muft have
taken place ; but nothing can inform us with prectiion
‘either in what country, or at what time, alphabetical
writing was firft brought into ue.



61

The difcovery was in time introduced into Greece,
among a people who have exercifed fo powerful and -

happy an influence on the progrefs of the human fpecies,
whofe genius has opened all the avenues to truth, whom
nature had prepared, whom fate had deftined to be the
benefactor and guide of all nations -and all ages: an
honour in. which- no other people has hitherto fhared.
One only nation has fince dared to entertain the hope
of prefiding in a revolution new in the deftiny of man-
kind. And this glory both nature and a concurrence
of events feem to agree in referving for her. But let

us not feek to penetrate what an uncertain futurity as
yet conceals from us, |

] E'h: 2 o



FOURTH EPOCHL.

Progrefs of the Human Mind in Greece, till the Divifion
of the Sciences about the Age of Alexander.

THE Greeks, difgulted with thofe kings, who,
calling themfelves the children of the Gods, difgraced
humanity by their pafions and crimes, became divided
nto republics, of which Lacedemonia was the only one
that acknowledged hereditary chiefs; but thefe chiefs
were kept in awe by other magiftracies, were {ub-
jected, like citizens, to the laws, and were weakened
by the divifion of royalty between the two branches of-
the family of the Heraclides.

The inhabitants of Macedonia, of Theflaly, and of
Epirus, allied to the Greeks by a common origin and the
ufe of a fimilar Janguage, and governed by princes weak
and divided among them{elves, though unable to opprefs
Greece, were yet fufficient to preferve it at the north
from the incurfions of Scythian nations.

. At the welt, Italy, divided into fmall and uncon-
neCted flates, could occafion no apprehenfions; and

already nearly the whole of Sicily,and the moft delightful
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parts of the fouth of Italy, were occupied by Greek:
colonies, forming independent republics, but preferving-
at the fame time.ties of filiation with their mother coun«-
tries. Other colonies were eftablifhed in the iflands of
the Agean {ea, and upon part of the coafts of - Afia«
Minor.

Accordingly the umion of this part of the Afiatic
continent to the vaft empire of Cyrus, was in the fequel
the only real danger that could threaten the indepen--
dence of Greece, and the freedom of its inhabitants.

Tyranny, though more dursble in fome colonies, and -
i thofe particularly the eftablifhment of which had preé« -
ceded the extirpation of the royal families, could be con-
{idered only as a tranfient and partial evil, that infliGted
mifery. on the ishabitants of a few towns, but without:
anfluencing the general {pirit of the nation. .

The.Greeks had derived from the eaftern nations
their arts, a part of their information, the ufe of alpha-
betical writing, and their fyftem of religion: but it was
m confequence of the intercourle eftablifhed between
herfelf and thefe nations by exiles, who fought an afy~
lam 10 Greece, and by Greek travellers, who brought
. back with them from the Laft knowledge and errors.

The {ciences, therefore, could not become in this
couniry the occupation and patrimony of an individual
cat. 'The fundions of the priefts were confined to the
worhip of the Gods.  Genius might difplay all its ener-

gies, without being fettered by the pedamic obfervances,
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 the fyltematic hypocrify of a facerdotal college. Al
men poflefied an equal right to-the knowledge of truth.
All might engage in the purfuit of it, and communicate
it to all, notin{craps or parcels, butin its whole extent:

This fortunate circumftance, {hll more than politi-
cal freedom, wrought in the human mind, among the
Greeks, an independance; the fureft pledge of the rapi-
dity'and greatnefs of-its-future progrefs. .

In the mean time their learned men, their fages, as
they were -called, but who feon took the more modeit.
appellation - of philofophers,. or- friends of {cience and .
wif{dom, wandéred in the immenfity of the two vaft and |
compréhenﬁve plan which-théy had embraced.” They
‘were defirous of penetrating both the nature of man, and
that of the Gods; the origin of the world, as well as of
the human race. They endeavoured -to reduce .all
nature to one principle only, and-the phenomena of the .
univerfe to.one law. They attempted to nclude, in-a
fingle rule- of condu&, allthe duties of morality, and -
the fecret of true happinefs. |

Thus, inftead of difcovering truths, they forged fyf- .
tems ; they neglected the obfervation of fads, to purfue -
the chimeras of their imagination ; -and being no longer -
able to fupport their opinions with proofs, they fought to .
defend them by fubtleties..

Geometry and aftronomy, however, were cultivated -
with fuccefs by thefe men, Greece owed to.them the
firft elements of thefe {ciences, and even {ome new truths, .
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or at leaft the knowledge of fuch as they had brought.
with them from the Eafl, not as eftablifhed creeds, but

- as theories, of which they underftood the principles and

proofs. _,
We even perceive, in the midfl of the darknefs of

thofe {yftems, two happy ideas beam forth, which will
again make their appearance in more enlightened ages.

Democritus confidered all the phenomena of the
univerfe as the refult of the combinations and motion of
fimple bodies, of a fixed and unalterable form, having
recewved an original impulfe, and thence derived a quan-
tity of a&ion that undergoes modifications in the indivi-
dual atoms, butthat in the entire mafs continues always
the {ame.

Pythagoras was of opinion that the univerfe was
governed by a harmony, the principles of which were to
be unfolded Dy the properties of numbers; that 1s, that
the whole phenomena of nature depended upon general
laws capable of being afcertained by calculztion.

In thefe two doétrines we readily perceive the bold
{yltems of Defcartes, and the philofophy of Newton.

Pythagoras either difcovered by his own meditation,
or learned from the priefts of Eg\ypt or of Italy, the
attual difpofition of the heavenly bodies, and the true
{yltem of the world. "This he communicated to the
Greeks,  Dat the {yltem was too much at variance with
the teftimony of the fen{es, too oppofite to the vulgar.
opinions, for the feeble proofs by which it could then be-
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fupported to gain much holdupon the mind. Accord-
ingly it was confined to the Pytﬁagorean'fchooi, and-
afterwards forgotten with that {chool, again to appear
at the clofe of the fixteenth century, ftrengthened with
more certain proofs, by Whlch it now trlumphed not
only over the repugnance of the fenfes, but over the pre-
judices of fuperftition, ftill more powerful and dange-
IQus. _ |

The Pythagorean fchool was chiefly prevalent in
‘Upper Greece, where it formed legifltors, and intrepid
‘defenders of the rights of mankind: It fell under the
power of the tyrants, one of whom burnt the Pythago-
reans in their own fchool. - This was fufficient, no doubt,
to induce them not to abjure phlluf()phy, not to abandon

the caufe of the pmple, but to bear no longer a name be-.
* come fo dangerous, or obferve forms that would ferve

only to wake the lion rage of the enemies of liberty and of

reafon.
A grand bafis of every kind of found philofophy is to

form foreachfcience a precifeand accurate langnage, every
term of which fhall reprefent an idea exallly determined

-and circamfcribed ; and to enable ourfelves to determine

and circumferibe the ideas with which the fcience may
be converfant, by the mode of a rigorous analyfs.

The Creeks on the contrary took advantage of the
corruptioins of their common language to play upon the
‘meaning of words, to embarrafs the mind by contemptible
equivoques, and lead it aftray by exprefling fucceflively
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different 1deas by the fame fign; a pradtice which. gave
acutenefs to the mind, at the fame time that it weakened
its ftrength agamil chimerical difficulties. " Thus . this
_phﬂofophy of words, by filling up the {paces where human
reafon feems to flop before fome obftacle above 1ts
firength, did not afhit 1mmed1ately its progrefs and
advancéement, but it prepared the way for them; aswe
fhall have farther occafton to obferve.

~ 'The courle of philofophy was ftopped from its firlt
introduction by an error at that time indeed exculable.
T'his-was the fixing the attention upon queftions incapable
perhaps for ever of being folved ; fuffering the mind to
be led away by the importance or fublimity of objecs,

without thinking whether the means exifted of compaf-
fing them; wifhing to eftablifh theories, before fadts had

been colle@ed, and to frame the univerfe, before it was
yet known how to furvey it. Accordingly we fee So-
crates, while he combated the fophifts and expofed their
fubtleties to ridicule, crying to the Greeks to recal to
the earth this philofophy which had loft itfelf in the -
clouds. Not that he defpiled either aftronomy, or geo-
metry, or the obfervation of the phenomena of nature s
not that he entertained the puerile and filfe idea of redﬁ-
cing the human mind to the {tudy of morality alone: on
the contrary, 1t was to his {chool andhis difciples that
the mathematical and phyfical {ciences were indebted for
their progrefs; in the ridicule attempted to be thrown
upon :him ia theatical reprelentations, the reproach
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which afforded moft pleafantry was that of his cultivat-
ing geometry, ﬂudying meteors, drawing geographical
charts,-and making experiments upon burning-glafles, of
which it is pleafant to remark, the earlieft mention
_that has been tran{mitted tous, we owe to a buffoonery
of Aﬁﬂophanes.

~ Socrates merely wifhed by his advice to induce men
to confine themfelves to objecs which nature has placed
within their reach to be fure of every ftep already taken
before they attempted any new one, and to {tudy the
{pace that furrounded them, before they precipitated
them{elves at random into an unknown fpace.

The death of this man is an important event in the
hiftory of the human mind. It is the firft crime that
theswar between philofophy and fuperitition conceived
and brought forth. |

The burning of the. Pythagorean {chool had already
fignalized the war, not lefs ancient, not lefs eager,
-of the oppreflors of mankind againft philofophy. The
one and .the other will continue to be waged as long as
there fhall exift priefts or kings upon the earth; and thefe
wars will occupy a confpicuous place inthe pifure that
we have Thil to delineate.

Priefts faw with grief the appearance of men, who,
cultivating the powers of reafon, alcending to firlt prin-
ciples, could not but difcover all the abfurdity of their
dogmas, zll the extravagance of their ceremonies, all
the delufion and fraud of their oracles and prodigies.
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This difcovery they were afraid thefe philofophers would
communicate to the difciples that frequented their
{chools ; from whom it might pafs to all thofe whoy to
obtain authority or credit, were obliged to pay attention
to the improvement of their minds; and thus the prieﬁly
empire be reduced to the moft ignorant cials of the
people, which might at laft be itfelf alfo undecerved.

Hypocrify, alarmed and terrified, haftened to bring
accufations, againft the philofophers, of impiety to the
Gods, that they might not have time to teach the people
that thofe Gods were the work of their priefts. The
philofophers thought to efcape perfecution by adopting,
in imitation of the priefts themfelves, the pradtice of a
double doétrine, and they confided to fuch of their
difciples only whofe {idelity had been proved, doétrines
that too openly offended vulgar prejudices. o

But the prielts reprefented to the people the moft
fimple truths of natural phifofophy as blafphemies ; and
Anaxagoras was profecuted for having dared to '1{Ter.,,
that the fun was larger than Peloponnefus.

Socrates could not efcape their fury. There was ia
Athens no Jonger a Pericles to wateh over the fafety of
genius and of virtue.  Befides, Socrates was (till more
culpable.  His enmity to the fophifte, and his zeal to
bring back the attention of mifguided phtlofophy to the
moft uleful objeds, announced to the priefts that truth
alone was the end he had in view; that he did not
wifh to enforce upon men a new dyltem, and fubjed-

G
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their imagination to his; but that he was defirous of
teaching them to made ufe of their own reafon: and of
all crimes this is what facerdotal pride knows leaft how
to pardon.

It was at the very foot of the tomb of Socrates that
Plato dire&ted the leflfons which he had received from
his,ma‘ﬁer.

JHis enchanting {tile, his brilliant imagination, the
cheerful or dignified colouring, the ingenious and happy
traits, that, in his dialogues, difpel the di'ynefs of phi-
lofophical difcuffion ; the maxims of a mild and pure
morality which he knew how to infufe into them; the art
with which he brings his perfonages into adtion, and pre-
{ferves to each his diftin& chara&er ; all thofe beauties,
which time and the revolutions of opinion have been
unable to tarnifh, muft doubtlefs have obtaned a favour-
able reception for the vifionary ideas that too often form
the bafis of his works, and that abufe of words which
his mafter had fo much cenfured in the {ophiits, but
from which he could not preferve the firft of his diciples.

In reading thefe dialogues we are aftonifhed at.their
being the production of a philofopher who, by an in-
{cription placed .on the door of his {chool, forbad the
entrance of any one who had not {tudied geometry ;
and that he, who maintains with {fuch confidence {yltems
fo far fetched and fo frivilous, fhould have been the -
founder of a {e& by whom, for the firlt time, the foun-
dations of the certainty of human knowledge were
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fubjected to a fevere examination, and even others made
to tremble that a more enlightened reafon_ might have
been induced to ref] peét.

But the contradiction difappears when we confidet
that in his dialogues Plato never {peaks in his own perfon ;.
that Socrates, his mafter, is'made to exprefs him{elf
with the macieﬂ:y of doubt; that the fyltems are exhl-
bited'in the names of thofe who were, or whom Plato
fuppofed to be, the authors of them; that hereby thefe
dialogues are a {chool of pyrrhoni{m, and that Plato has
known how to difplay in them at once the adventurous
imagination ‘of a learned man, amufing himfelf with com- -
: biﬂing and difreﬁing fplendi'd hypothefes, and the r;aféme .
ofa philofdpher, giving {cope to his fancy, but without
- {uffering himfelf .to be harried away by it; becaufe ilis
reafon, armed with a falutary doubt, had wherewithal
to defend itfelf againft illufions, however feducing might
be thelr charms.

The f{chools, in which were perpetuated the do@rine
and efpecially the principles and forins of a firft inftitu-
tor, to which however their refpective fucceffors by no
means qbferved a {ervile adherence, thefe {chools poi-
feffed the advantage of uniting together by the ties of 2
liberal fraternity, men intent upon penetrating the fecrets
of nature. Ifthe opinion pf the maller had frequéntly
an influence in them that ought to belong only to the
province of reafon, and the progrefs of knowledge was
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thereby fufpended;; yet did they ftill more cont: ibute to
its {peedy and extenflive propaganon, at a time when,
- printing being unknown, and manufcripts exceedingly
vare, thefe iaftitutions, the fame of which attrafled
pupils from every part of Greece, were the only pow-
erful means of cherifhing 1n that country a tafte for phi-
lofophy, and of diffeminating new truths.

"The rival {chools contended with a degree of animo-

ﬁty that produced a fpirit of party or fect; and not
feldom was the intereft of *_cruth {facrificed to the fuccefs

of fome tenet, in which every member of the fe¢t con-
fidered his pride in a manner as concerned. The per-
fonal paffion of making converts corrupted the more
generous one of enlightening mankind, - Bnt at the
{fame time, this rivalthip kept the mind in a ftate of
actvity that was not without its ufe. 'The continual
fight of {fuch difputes, the intereft that was taken in
thefe combats of opinion, awakened and attached to the
{tudy of philofophy a multitude of men, whom the mere
love of truth could neither have allured from their bufi-
nefs and pleafure, nor even have roufed from their indo-
lence.

In fhort, as thefe {chools, thefe fe@s, which the
Greeks had the wildom never to introduce into the
public inftitutions, remained perfedtly free; as every
one had the power of opening another {chool, or form-
ng a new fe&, at his pleafﬁre, there was no caufe to
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apprehend that abalement of reafon, which, with the
majority of other nations, was an infurmountable obfta-
cle to the advancement of the human mind.

Let us confider what was the influence of the phie
lofophers of Greece on the underftanding, manners,
laws and governments of- that country ; an influence
‘that muft be afcribed in great meafure to their not having,
and even not wifhing to have, a political exiftence ; to -
its being held as 2 rule of condu@® common to all their .
feéts, voluntarily. to keep aloof from public affairs; and -
laftly, to their affecting to diftinguith themielves fromx .
other men by their lives, as well as their opinions.

In delineating thefe different fedts, we: fhall attend -
lefs to the {yltems, and ‘more to the principles of their
philofophy ; we fhall .not attempt, as has’ frequently
been done, to extubit a precife view of the abfurd doe- -
trines which a *laugﬁage- become almoft unintelligible. -
conceals from us; but fhall endeavour to fhew by -
what general errors they were {educed into thofe. deceit~ -
ful paths, and to find the origin of .thefe in the natural: !
courfe of the human mind. .

Above all things we fhall be carefu] fo difplay the
progrefs of thofe {ciences that really deferved the appel- -
lation, and the {uccellive improvements that were intro- -
duced 1nto them,

At this epoch philofophy embraced them all, medi-, -

cine excepted, which was already {eparated from it.:.

The writings of Hippocrates will thew us what was at: .
Gz .
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that period the ftate of this {cience, as well a3 of thofe
naturally conneéted with it, but which had yet no ex-
iftence diftin& from that conneétion.

The mathematical {ciences had been cultivated with
fuccefs in the fchools of Thales and of Pythagoras.
Meanwhile they rofe there very little above the poiht at
which they had ftopped in the facerdotal colleges of the
eaftern nations. But from the birth of Plato’s {chool
they foared infinitely above that barrier, which the idea
of confining them to an immediate utility and praétice
had erécted, .

This philofopher was the firit who folved the prob-
lem of the duplication of the cube, by the hypothefis,
indeed, of a continued motion; but the procefs was
ingenious, and f{iri&ly accurate. His early difciples
difcovered the conic fe&ions, and demonfirated their
principal properties; thereby opening. upon the human
mind that vaft horifon of kaowledge, where,. as long as
the world (hall endure, it may exercife its-powers with-
out ceafing, while cvery ftep the horifon retires. as the

mind advances.
The {ciences conncded with politics did not derive:

from philofophy alone their progrefs among the Grecks,.
In thefe fmall republics, jealous of preferving both their
independence and their liberty, the pradiice was almoft
gencrally prevalent of confiding to one man, not the
power of making laws, but the fun&ion of digefting and
prefenting them to the people, by whom they were
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examined, and from whom: they received their dlregih'

fan@ion. -
Thus the people impofed a tafk on tlte philofopher,

whofe wifdom or whofe virtues had recommended him-
to thefr cofidence, but-they conferred on him no-autho-
rity ;. they exercifed alone and of themfelyes what we
have fince called by the name of legiflative power. But:
the praQice, fo fasal, of calling {uper(tition to the aid
of political inftitutions, las too often corrupted the exe-
cution of an idea fo admirably fitted to- give that fylte-.
matic unity: to the laws of a country which.alone cam:
render their operation fure and eafy, as well-as maintamn
the duration of them, Nor had politics yet acquired.
principles fufficiently invariable not to fear that the:
legiflators might intreduce. into thefe infututions their:
prejudices and their pathons..

Their object could not be, "as yet; to found upon:
_the-balis of reafon, upon the rights which all men have:
equally received from nature, upon the maxims- of uni--
verfal jultice, the fuperfiruGure of 2 fociety of men-
equal and free; but merely to eftablifh laws by which-
the hereditary members of a fociety, already exifting,
might preferve their hiberty, live {fecure from 1njuftice,
and, by exhibiting an impofing appearance to their
naiglibours, continue 1n the enjoyment of their mdepen-
dence.

As it was fuppofed that thefe laws; almoft untver-
fally connected with religion, and confecrated by -oaths;
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were to endure for ever, it was lefs an obje& of atten-
‘tion to {ecure to a people the means of effecing, in a
peaceable manner, their reform, than to guard from
every poffible change fuch as were fundamental, and to
take care that the reforms of detail neither incroached
upon the {yftem, nor corrupted the fpirit of them.

Such mftitutions were {ought for as were calculated
to cherifh and give energy to the love of country, in
which was included a love of its legiflation and even
~ufages; {uch an organization of powers, as would fecure

the execution of the laws againft the neglipence or cor-
ruption of magiftrates, and the reftlefs difpofition of the
multitude.

The rich, who alone'were ina capacity of acquiring
“knowledge, by feizing on the reins of authority might
opprefs the poor, and compel them to. throw themfelves
into the arms of a tyrant,. ‘Lhe ignorance and ficklenefs -
of the people, and its jealoufy of powerful citizens,
might fuggeft to fuch citizens both' the. defire and the
means of eftablithing ariftocratic defpotifin, or of furrens
dering an enfeebled ftate to the ambition of its neigh-
bours. Obliged to guard. at once againft both thefe
rocks, the Greekleoiflators had recoarfe to combinations
more or lefs happy, but always bearing the ftamp of this
{agacity, this artifice, which accordingly chara&erifed
the general pirit of the nation.

1t would be difficult to find in modern republics, or
even In the plans fketched by philofophers, a fingle
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inftitution of which the Greek republics did not fugne&
the outlines, or furnifh the example.  For, in the Am-
phictyonic league, as well as in that of the Etolians,
Arcadians, Acheeans, we have inftances of federal con-

flitutions, of a union more or lefs clofe; and there were
eltablifhed a lefs barbarous right of nations, and more

liberal rules of commerce between thefe different people,
connected by a common origin,_ by the ufe of the fame
language, and by a fimilarity of manners, opinions and
religious perfuafions.

The mutual relations of agriculture, induftry and
commerce, with the laws and conftitution of a fate,
their mﬂuencg upon 1its profperity, power, freedom,
could not have efcaped the obfervation of a people inge-
mous and a&we, and at the {ame time watchfl of the
pubhc intereft: and accordingly among them are per-
ceived the firft traces of that {cience, {o comprehenfive
and ufeful known at Prefent by the rame of pelitical
economy.,

The obfervation alone of eftablithed governments
was therefore fufficient {peedily to convert politics into

an extenfive fcience.  Thus in the writings even of the
philofophers, it is a fcience rather of fadts, and if 1
may [o {peak, empirical, than a true theory founded upon
~general principles, drawn from nature, and ackunow-

edged by reafon, fuch is the point of view in which
we ought to regard the political ideas of Ariflotle and
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Plato, if we would difeover their meaning, and form of
them a juft eftimate,

Almoft all the Greek inflitutions fuppofe the exift:
zgnce of flavery, and the poffibility of uniting together,
in a public place, the whole community of citizens:
“two moft important diftin®ions, of which we ought
never to lofe fight, if we would judge rightly of the effect
of thofe inftitutions, particularly on the extenfive and
populous nations of modern times. But upon the firft
we cannot reflect without the painful idea, that at that
period the moft perfedt forms of governmex;t had for
obje&Fthe liberty or happinefs of at moft but