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PREFACE.

3 CHE firft of thefe Pieces was néver
o) prmted before, and is now pub-

\: ¥l lithed as 2 Kind of Introduétion
to thofe that follow, or as a Sort of Bafis

on which the fucceeding Arguments are
ch1eﬁy ‘founded. The Piece itfelf arofe
from a Correfpondencc in the Year 17 58
with 2 Gentleman of Nara‘&-Bnmm, emi-~
nently diftinguifhed in the Republic of
Letters. Tho’ I cannot boaft that I had
the Honour of making the Gentleman a

declared Convert, yet I can fay, and prove
likewife, that in his Publications fince our
Correfpondence, he has wrote, md rca-

foned -as if he wasa (_onvert L

L]
'1"'5'- . ! . ¥ :
. e . o . - oA
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THe fecond Tra&t was firft "publithed
in the Year 1763, juft after the Conclu-
fion of the War. At that Jun@ure the

Mob and the News-Writers were fo en-
raged at the Thoughts of Peace, that the

Pamphlet lay negleCted above a Year in
the Hands of the Publifher, and had very
few Readers. But the Approbation which

it has fincemet with, efpecially from Abroad,
where Premiums have been inftituted for
Diflertations on a like Plan, induce me

to hope that Prejudices begin to wear off,
and that it hath a better Chance now than

it had before of being read with Candour,
and attended to' with Impartiality. In-

deed it was neceffary for me to publith it
in this Colle@ion, becaiife of the Ufe

which will be made of the fame Train of
Arguments in the fourth of thefe Tratts,
when we come to thew the trie Interefts

of Greaz‘-Brzmm with refpect to the Co-
lonies, and the only Means of living

with them on Terms of Harmony and
Friendfhip. '

OnEe Thing more I have to féy on this
Head The Tra& fets forth, that it is the

Fragment
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Eragment of a greater ‘Work. -This
Work was undertaken at the Deﬁre of
Dr. HayTer, then Lord. Blfhop of
Norwich; . and Preceptor to the Prince of
Wales, his prefent Majeﬁy His Lord-
thip’s Defign was to put into the Hands
of his- Royal Pupll fuch a Treatife as
would convey both clear, and comprehen-
five Ideas on the Subjec of Nat:onal Com-
merce, freed from the narrow Conceptlons
of ignorant, or the finifter Views of crafty
and defigning Men; and my honoured

Frlend and revered ‘Diocefan, the late
Lerd Bithop of Bri iflol, Dr. ConYBEARE,

was pleafed to recommend me, as 2 Perfon
not altogether unquahﬁed to write on {uch
a Subject. I therefore entered upon the
Work with all imaginable Alacrity, and
intended to intitule my Performance, T#e

Elemezzf.r of Commerce, and Theory of Taxes.
But I had not made 2 great Progrefs, before

I difcovered that fuch a Work was by no
Means proper to be fheltered under the
Protection of a Royal Patronage, on ac-
count of the many Jealoufies to which it
was liable, and the Cavils which might be
raifed againft it, In fa&, I foon found

B . that
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ilidt there wh§ fcarcely 4 Step'I cotild take,
bt would bring to Lighit fome crlanng

Abfurdlty which Length of Tinde had

rendered facred, and’ wIncH the: Mulntudc
Wc)ulci h:we been taught to ctmtend fbr_, as
iftheir All was at Sfake: Scarce a ProPEinl
&ould- T make for- mtroducmcr a free;

generous, and impartlal Syf’ceh’i of natlonaI
Commercc, but it had fuch Numbers of
po pular | Erors to” combat, as wouI(I
have e\{cltz,d loud Clamburs, and fierce O p-

ooﬁt:on and therefore as ‘the Herd of
Mock—-Patrmts are ever on the' W htcfl to
feizé o all Opportumncs of inflaming the
PO ulaCe by TQ/Ilf ?efentatlons, and falfé
Alarms ; and as the People are too’ épf to
fwallow evely dle Tale' of this SoitS I
déternlinﬁd o - trwé no' OCCaﬁon to thoﬁ:
who contintally fee]; Océifien. In fhort,
aS I per*‘cwed I corld: hot {erve my Prince

by aliberak :md unreﬁramed Difcuffi 611 of
the Pomts teldtive 10 ‘thefe Matters; I
deemed’ it~ the be *ter ‘Part” to déchnc

the Und'ertékiﬁb, Fitheér- than do ax‘ly
Thmg undct the: Sané’aod of hlS Pa-
tronage; - which mlght diﬁ'crve hlm mn

fhe Eyes of others: Fot’ thefé Redfbns
]
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T laid the Scheme - aﬁdc, _and Jf ever I

ihould refumc, and complete it, the WQrL

- Aed 2%

ﬂlall appear_ thout any. Patronagc, Pro-
teéhon, or Ded1cat10n whatcvc;.

rrrrrr

-

 THE chlrd Traé’t is, A Letter from 2
"VIerchant in La?za’mz to his. Ncphew in
America.. Th1s was ﬁrfL printed in the Year
1766, towardssthe Clofe of .the. Debatc

n Ay LI R

about the Stamp AQ; and the Cha-
ﬁ&ltlous '—-—-For an cgderly Gentleman,
:]ong verfcd 1n the Nor th-Lmerican
Trade, and p:rfc&ly jlcquamted ‘with
all thc W 1lcs there practifed both du-
rmg Peacc, and .id Ttme of Wa!’,
and who had Rc,latmns fcttled in that
'Part of . ﬂwe Wodd aeﬁred me ..0 write

.on ‘this Such& and {0 gne “the T rea-

tlfc that Turn of Eapzclygq, and Alr

of Authorlty, Wlnch \yould not be
unbecommg an . Old Man. to. hlS de-

pcndent Rclation He furmﬂwd me

with {ome. curious: J'\/lfltLllsz, 'md re-

.maikable Anecdotcs, concqrmnrr the

,g?!.tl _1e_d _0!} ‘,_,Vit.“ glle frr:;{z_r;f’z a*xd S[Jmm;fir

B2 | during
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during the Heat of ‘the ‘War, even to thc
fupplying them with ‘Ships, and naval
and military Stores, for* deftroying the

Trade and® Shlppmg of the -Mother-
Country, and even in Defiance of Mr.

Secretary PITT 'S c:rcu]ar Letter to the
Governors of the Provinces, forblddmg
fuch an infamous Trafic, and traiterous
Correfpondence | But if T was obhged to
‘the old Gentleman in thefe Refpeéts,
my Argument was a Sufferer by him in
another: For tho’ he admitted, that the
*Colonies were grown ungovernable tho'
he himfelf declated, from his own Ex-
perlencc, that we gave a “better Price for
their Iron, Hemp, - Flax-Seed, Skms,
Furs, Lumber, and moft other Aruclcs,
than they could find in any other Part of
Europe; and that thefe Colonifts took
nothing fcarcely from us in Return, but
what it was their Intereft to buy, even
fuppofing them as independent of Great-
Britain, as the States of Holland, or any
other People ; and tho’ he evidently faw,
that the longer the Conne&ion fubfifted
between the Colonies and the Mother-

Country, the more heavy would the Bur-
dens
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dens grow upon the latter, and the greater
would’be the 0pportun1t1es for the" artful

and deugmng Men of both Countries to

irritate and inflame the glddy, Unthlnkmg' .

PoPulace ; tho’ 'he admitted, I fay, and
allowed all thefe Premlfes, he could not
come at the Conclufion : For he ftartled
as much at the Idea of a Seé.:zmtzan, as if

he had feen a Spectre ! And the Notion of
parting with the Colonies entirely, and

then making Leagues of Friendfhip with
them 2s with fo many independent States,
was too enlarged an Idea for a Mind wholly
occupied within the narrow “‘Circle of
Trade, and a Stranger to the Revolutions
of States and Empires, -thoroughly to
comprehend, much lefs to digeft. In
Confequence of -this, I was obliged, as
the Reader will fee towards the Conclu-
fion, to give the Argument fuch a Turn,
as exprefled rather a cafual Threat to
feparate, than a fettled Projet of doing
1t. | '

Now, to fupply this Defelt, or ra-

;her to make thé Conclufion to cor-

refpond
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efpond Jwith. the Prcmlfes, I haye add-

P L N

ad- a. fourth Trad, wher;m I attempt

L] il e e rell -

to fhew., what 18 the true Intereft of

F
- e e R - ey W 1--

Great-Brisam in recargl to the Colomes
and to, explam the sonly Mems of
lu{mg wuh thcm on :Terms of mutual

FFFFFFFF

Satxsfm.‘hon and F rlendﬂnp Refcmn g

thel;efore the Reader to the Tra& it-
felf I ﬂmll only fay a,t prefent tha,t

the more we famlllanze ourfelves. to

the Iglea of a- Sepamz‘zazz, the lefs fur-
prlzcd and the more. prepared we ﬂli}ll

ritl

i W om al

bq *wlhenever that Event {hall h'lpgen.

1..!1.].1*

For that-it _Walju, and muﬂ happer_x, one
Day o other, is the Opinion of almoft
every. ‘Man,~unlefs .indeed . we except
the extra,ordmary Nouon of the cele-
]Jrated Pr. FRANKLIN,- and of a few
ot;her exothPatnots and P0]1t1c1ans,
Wh_o are pleafed to thlnk hat tne
Seat of Government ought to be tranf—
ferred frorn hence to America ; 1n Con-
fequence of which Tranflation, thlS
little Spot will neceflarily become a
Province ‘of that vaft and mighty Em-
P_jre.' _'.:S'urely cvery home-born  Englifh-

| ”  inan
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man will readily prefer a Separation,
even a Ipeedy Separation, to fuch an
Union as this; and yet, alas! the Time
1s approaching, when there can be nc
other Alternative.

FOUR



FOUR TRACTS,

On POLITICAL and COMMERCIAL

TRACT L

The great Queflion refolved, Whether a rich
Country can fland a Competition with a
poor -Country (of equal natural Advan-
tages) in raifing of Provifions, and Cheap-
nefs of Manufaltures 2~--With [uitable
Inferences and Deduétions.

ey T has been a Notion univerfally
. h%‘ received, That Trade and Ma-
YA 3{%% nufaCtures, if left at full Liver-
wNoze)/AC ¢y, will always defcend from a
"ﬁ_ﬁﬁ@ richer o -a poorer State ; fome-
what in the fame Manner as a Stream of Water
{alls from higher to lower Grounds; or as
S C | 2
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a Current of Air rufhes from a heavier to a
lighter Part of the Atmofphere, in order tore-
ftore the Equilibrium. It is likewife inferred,
very confiftently with this firft Principle, that
when the poor Country, in Procefs of Time, and
by this Influx of Trade and Manufactures, is
hecome relatively richer, the Courfe of Trafhc
will turn again: So that by attending to this
Change, you may difcover the comparative
Riches or Poverty of each particular Place

or Country. ' |
Tae Realons ufually afligned for this Migra-
tion, or rather Circulation of Induitry and Com-
merce, are the following, @iz, In rich Countries,
where Money is Plenty, a greater Quantity
thereof is given for all the Articles of Food,
Raiment, and Dwelling: Whereas in poor
Countries, where Money is {carce, a leffer
Quantity of 1t 1s made to ferve in procuring the
like Neceffaries of Life, and in paying the
Wages of the Shepherd, the Plowman, the
Aruficer, and Manufacturer. The Inference
from all which s, that Provifions are raifed, and
Goods manufattured much - cheaper in poor
Countries than in rich ones; and therefore every
poor Country, if a near Neighbour to a rich
one, and if there 1s an eafy and commodious
Communication between them, muft unavoida-
bly get the Trade from it,~ were Trade to be
left at Liberty to take its natural Courfe.  Nor
will this licreafe of Agriculture and Manufac-
tures



S UBJECTS 19
tures, whereby the richer Country is drained,
and the poorer proportionably enriched, be
ftopped or prevented, ’till Things are brought
to a perfeét Level, or the Tide of Wealth begins
to turn the other Way.

Now, accordinig to this Train of Reafoning,
one alarming and obvious Confequence muft ne-
ceffarily follow, wiz. That the Provifions and
Manufactures of a rich Country could never
find a Vent in a poor one, on Account of the
higher Value, . or dearer Price fet upon them :

Whereas thofe of a poor Country would always
find a Vent in a rich one, becaufe they would

be afforded the cheapeft at the common Market.
THris being the Cafe, can it be denied, that
every poor Country is the natural and unavoida-
ble Enemy of a rich one ; efpecially if it fhould
happen to be adjoining to 1t? And are not we
fure beforehand, that it will never ceafe from
draining it of its Trade and Commerce, Induftry
and Manufa&ures, ’tll 1t has reduced 1t, at leaft
fo far as to be on a Level and Equality with
itfelf 7 Therefore the rich Country, if it regards
its own Intereft, 1s obliged by a Kind of Self-
defence to make War upon the joor one, and
. to endeavour to éxdrpatc all its Inhabitants, 1n
order to maintain itfelf in flatu gto, or to prevent
the fatal Confequences of lofing its prefent In-
fluence, Trade and Riches. For little lefs than
a total Extirpation can be {ufficient to guard
C2 againit
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againft the Evils to be teared from this dange-
rous Rival, while 1t 1s fuffered to exiit.

But is this indeed the Cafe ?---One would
not willingly run Counter to the {ettled Notions
of Mankind; and yetr one ought not to make
a Sacrifice of Truth to mere Numbers, and the
Authority of Opinion; elpecially if it fhould
appear, that thefe are Truths of great Moment
to the Welfare of Society. Therefore, with

a becoming Deference, may 1t not here be
afled,---Can you fuppole, that Divine Provi-
dence has really conftituted the Crder of Things
in fuch a Sort, as to make the Rule of national

Self prefervation to be inconfiftent with the fun-
damental Principle of univerfal- Benevolence,
and the doing as we would be done by ? For
my Part, I muft confefs, I never could conceive
that an all-wife, juft, and benevolent Being
would contrive one Part of his Plan to be fo-
contradictory to the other, as here fuppofed ;---
that is, would lay us urder one Obligation as to
Morals, and another as to Trade; or, in Jhort,
make that to be our Duty, which is not, upon
the whole, and generally fpeaking (even without
the Confideration of a future State) our Jutereft
likewife,

Tuererore I conclude a priori, that there
muft be fome Flaw or other in the preceding
Arguments, plaufible as they feem, and great
as they are upon the Foot of human Authority.

For
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For though the Appearance of Things at firlt
Sight mazkes for this Cenclufion, wiz. © That
«« poor Countries muft inevitably draw away the
«« Trade from rich ones, and confequently im-
«« noverith them,” the Falt itfelf cannor 8E so.
But leaving all Arguments of this Sort, as be-
ing perhaps too metaphyfical for common Ufe,
Jet us have Recourle to others, wherein we may
be affifted by daily Experience and Obfervation.

Suprosk therefore Exngland and Scotland to be
two contiguous, independant Kingdoms, equal
in Size, Situation, and all natural Advantages;
fuppofe likewife, that the Numbers of People
in both were nearly equal; but that Eupland
had acquired Twenty MiLLions of current
Specie, and Scotland had only a tenth Part of
that Sum, viz. Two MiLLions : The Queftion
now is, Whether England will be able to fupport
itfelf 1 1ts fuperior Influence, Wealth, and
Credit? Or be continually on the Decline in
Trade and Manufa&ures, till it is {funk into 2
Parity with Scotland ; {o that the current Specie
of both Nations will be brought to be juft the
fame, viz Eleven Millions each..

Now, to refolve this Queftion in a fatisfactory
Manner, a previous Enquiry fhould be {et on
Foot, viz. How came Eugland to acquire this
- great Surplus of Wealth ? And by what Means
was it accumulated ?—1If in the Way of Jd/eiefs,
it certainly cannot retain it long 3 and Kngland

will
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will again become poor ;— perhaps fo poor as
to be little better than Huwgary or Polund : But
if by a Courle of regular and univerfal Indufiry,
+he fame Means, which obtained the Wealth at

frft, will, if purfued certainly preferve it, and
even add thereto: So that England need not

entertain any Jealoufy again{t the Improvements
and Manufalures of Scotland ;—and on the
other Hand, Scotland without hurting Exgland,
will likewife increafe in Frade, and be benefited
both by its Example, and its Riches.

But as thefe are only general Affertions, let

us now endeavour to fupport them by an In-
duction of particular Cafes.

CASE L

I~ NGLAND has acquired 20,000,000l. of

4 Specie in the Way of National Idlenefs,
viz. Either by Difcoveries of very rich Mines
of Gold and Silver,---or by fuccefsful Priva-
teering: and making Captures of Plate Ships,
---or by the Trade of Jewels, and vending
them to foreign Nations for valt Sums of
Money,—or, in thort, by any other conceivable
Method, wherein (univerfal Induftry and Ap-
plication being out of the Queftion) very few
Hands were employed in getting this Mafs of
Wealth (and they only by Fits and Starts, not

conftantly)
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conftantly)---and fewer ftill are fuppofed to re-
tain what 1s gotten. |
 AccorpING to this State of the Cafe, it feems
evidently to follow, That the Provifions and
Manufactures of fuch a Country would bear a

moft enormous Price, while this Flufh of Money
lafted ; and that for the two following Reafons:

1ft. A people enriched by fuch improper
Means as thefe, would not know the real Value
of Money, but would give any Price that Was
afked ; their {fuperior Folly and Extravagance
being the only Evidence which they could pro-
duce of their fuperior Riches. 2dly. At the
fame Time that Provifions and Manufa&ures
would bear fuch an exceflive Price, the Quan-
tity thereof raifed or made within the Kingdom
would be lefs than ever; inafmuch as the
Cart, and the Plow, the Anvil, the Wheel, and
the Loom, would certainly be laid afide for
thefe quicker and eafier Arts of getting rich,
and becoming fine Gentlemen and Ladies; be-
caufe all Perfons, whether Male or Female, would
endeavour to put themfelves in Fortune’s Way,
and hope to catch as much as they could of
this colden Shower. Hence the Number of
Coaches, Poft-Chaifes, and all other Vehicles
of Pleafure, would prodigioufly increafe ; while
the ufual Sets of Farmer’s Carts and Waggons
Proportionably decrealed : The Sons of lower
Tradefmen and Labourers would be converted
b | } into
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into {pruce, powdered Footmen; and that
robuft Breed, which ufed to fupply the Calls
for laborious Occupattons, and common Manu-
faGures, would turn off to commence Barbers
and Hair-Dreflers, Dancing Matters, Players,
Fidlers, Pnnps, and Gamefters. Asto the Fe-

male Sex, itis no difficult Matter to forefee, what
would be the Fate of the younger, the more
{prightly, and plealing Part amohg them. In
fhort, the whole People would take a new Turn;
and while Agriculture, and the ordinary me-
chanic Trades became fhamefully negletted,
the Profefions which fubfit by procuring
Amufements and Diverfions, and exhibiting
Allurements and Temptations, would be amaz-
ingly increafed,---and indeed for a Time en-
riched ; fo that from being a Nation of Bees
producing Honev, they would become a Nation
of Drones toeat it up. In fuch a Cafe certain
it is, that their induftrious Neighbours would
{foon drain them of this Quantity of Specie,
---and not only drain them, fo far as to reduce
them to a Level with the poor Country, but
alfo fink them into the loweft State of abjelt
Poverty. Perhaps indeed fome few of the In-
habitants, being naturally Mifers, and forefceing
the general Poverty that was coming upon the
Country, would make the more ample Provi-
{ion for themfelves ; and, by feeding the Vices,
and adminiftering to the Follies and Extrava-

£ances
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gances of others, would amafs and engrofs
areat Eftates. Therefore when fuch a Nation
came to awake out of this gilded Dream, it
would find itielf to be much in the fame Cir-
cumftances of pretended Wealth, but real Po-
verty, as the Spaniards and Portuguefe are at
prefent. Nay, when their Mines; or their former
Refources of Gold and Silver, came to fail them,
they would really be in 2 much worle; and
their Condition would then approach the neareft
of any Thing we can now conceive, to that of
Baron and Vallal in Poland and Hungary, or to
Planter and Slave in the Weft- Indies.
Accorping to this Syftem of Reafoning, the
Expedition 1n the late * Spanifh War againft
Carthagena muft have been ill-judged in every
Particular; for if the End in View had been .
only to open a Market for Britifi Manufatures,
this End was anfwered; as far as an Aoftile
Method could have anfwered a commercial End,
by taking the Forts at the Mouth of the Haven;
and therefore the Attempt ought not to have
been pufhed any farther:---But if the Defign
- was to deftroy the Fortifications round Cartha-
gena, and to give up the Town to the Plunder
of the Soldiers, and then to have deferted, or
to have reftored 1t to its former Owners at the
Conclufion of the War (for furely it would have

* The Reader is defired to bear in Mind, that this Tra&
was written in the Year 1748, juft after the Spanifh War,

Ny -
| D been
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béen the'very Height of Madnefs' in us tohave:
been at the Expence of keeping it)---this'was-
an End by né Means worthy of national At-
teition; and net dt all adequaté to the Blood-
and Treafure it muit have coft,---even' tho’ the
Project had fuccéeded. Butif the real Plan was
to open 4 Way. to the. Spamifh Mines by raking:
the Poft or Entrance mto them; and: {o to get
rich: alt at once without Tradé or Induftry,---
this Scheme would-have been: the molt fatal and:
deftru&tive of any; had not Providence kindly
interpofed by defeating 1t. EFor if vié had been'
¢iCorious, and had vanquufhed theé Spaniards; as
théy formetly vanquifhed the fndian Inhabitants,
our Fate' and Punifhment would have béen by
this . Time - fimilar to theirs ;= Pride elated:
with ifmagihary Wealth, and abje&t Poverty
withotlit Refource.

Hencs- likewife we may difcern the Weak-
néfs of one Argument (intteed the ohly populaf
one) fbometimes infilted ort with more Wdrmth.
than Judgmenit in Favour of a general Natura-
lization, viz: That it would ifduce fuch rich:
Foréigners 4§ aré fiot éngiged in &ny Trade of
Bufiels; 4nd conf’ecfucntlf Would ot interfere

witlr- dny of the Nauves, to conie did fpend

f?zen Forbifiiee in this Land of Libérty. [What
it truly t6 be Hoped from a geteral Nitutaliza-

tmn, 1S, that 1t would mducc induftrious and in-
genious Fareigners, Meh who have their For-
tunes
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tpnes yer o make, .to come, and- gnrich the
Country at the fame Time that shey are ﬁt_—
riching themfelves -by jtheir fupetior:Induftry,
Inggnuity, .and -qther good Qualitigs.] “For.as
to;idle Fareigners, livirig.on the Income of their
great Eftgtes,--ypray, ;of what nationagl Adyan-
tage would they be to us? ‘What, 1-ay, evep
*ﬁlPPQﬁEg ; WE :(_Z_Q!._l!d pe;fg_ade All the .Wﬁ.ﬂhhy
Foreiggess of this Clafs.throughqut the World
.to, come;and refide.in England:?  Ehe.real Faét
is, that .no pther Confequences_could enfue, byt
rthat this-Nation, inftead.of being chiefly com-
pofed of fybftantial Xeomen, and; Farmérs, .cte-
ditable Manufacturers, and opulentMerchants,
would then become a Nation of Gentlemen and

Ladies on the one Side, and of Footmen and

‘Grooms, Ladies’ Women, and Laundreffes,
and fuch like ‘Dependants, on the other, In
hort, _we-have Proots enough a]reaJy of ttl}ls
“Matter, now before our-Eyes, and in our own
'*ngdom, if we will-but’ make the pmpcr Ufe
of them. .For- Example, ‘the Towns ‘of Bzr-
winghatm; L eeds, Hal:fax, ﬂdam/uﬁﬂ', e. Eq’c
‘being * inhabited .in a -Manner . aItogether
by * ’lladeﬁnen and Manuﬁt&urers, are fome
of the richeft and moft ﬁourﬂhmg in the

“Kingdom : Whereas the City of 7 o7k, andfuch
other -Places as feem to - be more particularly
et ap'lrt for-the-Refidence of | Pcrfons who- live

D2 ~ upon
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upon their Fortunes, are not without evident
Marks of Poverty and Decay.

Hence alfo we.come to the true Reafon, why
the City of Edinburgh, contrary to the Fears
and Apprehenfions of its Inhabitants, has
thriven and flourithed more fince the Union
than it did- before, viz. It has loft the Refi-
dence of the Court and Parliament, and has got
in its Stead, Commerce and Manufalures ;
that is, it has exchanged Idlenefs for Induftry:
And were the Court and Parliament of Ireland
to leave Dublin by Virtue of an Union with
Great-Britain, the fame good Confcquences
would certainly fo]low

CASE 11.

ENGLAND has acqulred Twenty MiL-
LIONS of Speme in the Way of ge:zera[
Indufiry, viz. By exciting the Ingenuity and
Aétivity of its People, aqd giving them a free
Scope without any Exclufion, Confinement, or
Monopoly ;---by annexing Burdens to Celi-
_bacy, and Honours and Privileges to the
married State ;---by conftituting fuch Laws, as

diffufe the Wealth of the Parents more equally
among the Children, than the prefent Laws of
Lurope generally do ;---by modelling the Taxes
in fuch a Manner, that all Things hurtful to

thé
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the Public Good-fhall be rendered proportiona-

bly dear, and placed-beyond the Reach of the
Multitude ; whereas fuch Thing? asareneceffary,

or ufeful, fhall be proportionably encouraged ;
and, in fhort, by every other conceivable Me-
thod, whereby the Drones of Society may be-con-
verted into Bees, and the Bees be prevented
from degenerating back into Drones.
THEREFORE, as we are to {uppofe, that by
{uch Means as thefe, the Sowth-Britons have ac-
cumulated 20,000,000l. 1n Specie, while the
North-Britons have no more than 2,000,000l. :
‘The Queftion now 15, Which of thefe two Na-
tions can afford to raife Provifions, and fell
their Manufactures on the cheapelt Terms?
‘« Suppofing that both did their utmoft to rival
¢« one another, and that Trade and Manufac-

“ tures were left at Liberty to take their own
““ Courfe, according as Cheapnefs or Intereft

¢ direfted them.”
Now, on the Side of the poorer Nation, itis -

alledged, That feeing it-hath much lefs Money,
and yet 1s equal in Size, Situation, and other

natural Advantages, equal alfo in Numbers
of People, and thofe equally willing to be dili-
gent and induftrious ; it cannot be but thac fuch
a Country muft have a manifeft Advantage over
the rich one 1n Point of its parlimonious Way of
Living, low Wages, and confequently cheap
Manufaétures.

O-u
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O the-contrary, .the;rich Gonntry hath the
follawing :Advantages which will :more than
counter-ballance -any Difadvantage .that may
arife from. the foregoing Articles, wz.

- 1ft.As the richer . Country -hath-acquired, its
fuperior-Wealth by a.general Application, and
long ‘Habits of Indyftry, it.is therefore in
a&tual Poffeflion of .an.eftablithed “1'rade and
Credit, -Jarge .Correfpondences, experienced
Agentsand Fattors, commpdious Shops, Work-
‘Houfes,"Magazines, (¢, allo a_great Variety. of
the :beft Tools and Implements in the various
Xinds .of ‘Manufactures, .and :Eogines for
abridging: Labour ; —add to thefe good Roads,
Canals, and other .artificial -Communications:;
:Quays, Docks, Whatfs, and:Biers ; -Numbers
-of Ships, good :Riots, and -trained Sailors :—
And:in. refpet to Hufbandry ;and Agriculture,
it .1s likewife . 1n -Pofleflion. of. good: Encloefures,
Drains, Waterings, artificial Grafles,grearSrocks,
and confequently the greater Plenty of Manures,
alfo a great -Variety .of Plows, Harrows, £9.
fuited -to the different :Soils ; -arid in fhort -of
every other {uperior -Method -of - Hufbandry
arifing fromilong ‘Experience, various.and ex-
penfive Trials.  Whereas the poor Country has,
for the moft Part, all thefe Things to feek .after
and -procure.---Therefore . what the :Poet ob-
ferved .to be true in .a private Senle, is. true

alfo 1n a public and commercial one,.viz.
Haud
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Heud facile emergunt, quoruim virtutivns obftat
Res angufia domi ——

2dly. Tue richer Country is not only in Pof-

feffion of the Things already made and fettled,

but alfo of fuperlor Skill and Knowledoe (ac-
quired by long' Habit and Expericnce) for 1n-
venting and making of more. The Importance
of this will appear the greater, when we confider;
that no Man can pretend to fet Bounds to the
Progrefs that may yet be made bothi i Agricul-
ture and Manufactures; for who can take upon
him to affirm, that our Children cannot as far ex-
ceed us as we have exceeded our Gothic Forefa-
thers? And is it not much more natural and rea-
foniable to fuppofe, that we are rather at the Be-
ginning only, and juft got within the Threfhold,
than that we are arrived at the ne plus ulira of
ufeful Difcoveries? Now, if fo, the poorer
Country, however willing to learn, cannot be
fuppofed to be eapable of making the fame Pro-
grefs in Learning with the Rich, for want of
equal Means of Inftruction, equally good Mo-
dels and Examp]eq s—and therefore, tho’ both
may be improving every Day, vet the pradfical
Knowledve of the poorer | 1n Agriculture and
Manufa&ures will always be found to keep at a
refpectful Diftance behind that of the niches

Country. _.
3aly.
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3dly. Tae richer Country 1s not only more
~ knowing, but is alfo more able than the other to
make further Improvements, by laying out laige
Sums of Money in the Profecution of the in-
tended Plan. Whereas the poor Country has
here again the Mortification to find, that the
Res angufta domi 1s in many Cales an infuperable
Bar to its Rife and Advancement: And this
Circumftance deferves the more Regard as it is
a known Fa& and trite Gbfervation, that very
few great and extenlive Projetts were ever
brought to bear at firlt {etting out; and that a
valt deal of Money muft bc funk, and many
Years be elapfed, before they are capable of
making any Returns. In fhott, the Inhabitants

of a poor Country, who, according to the vulgar
Phrafe, generally live from Hand to Mouth,
dare not make fuch coftly Experiments, or em-
bark in fuch expenfive and long-winded Under-
takings, as the Inhabitants of a rich Country
can attempt, and execute with Eafe,

4thly. THE higher Wages of the rich Coun-
gry, and the greater Scope and Encouragement
given for the Exertion of Geniug, Induftry, and
Ambition, will naturally determine a great many
Men of Spirit and Enterprize to forfake their
own poor Country, and fettle in the richer; fo

that the one will always drain the other
of the Flower of its Inhabitants: Whereas
there are not the fame Temptations for the beft

Hands
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Hands and Artifts of a rich Country to forfake
the beft Pay, and fettle in a poor one.---
Though for Argument’s Sake, it was al-
lowed at the Beginning; that the Numbers of
People in thefe two adjoining States were juft
equal, yet certain it is, that the Thing itelf
could never have fo happened,---the richer
Country being always-endowed with the attrac-
tive Quality of the Loadftone, and the poor one
with the repelling: And therefore, fecing that
the poorer Country muft neceffarily be the leaft
peopled (if there is a free Intercourfe between
them) the Confequence would be,. that in feveral
Diftricts, and ‘in- many Inftances, it would be
impoffible. for .certain Trades even to fubfift}
becaufe the Scarcity and Poverty of the. Inha-
bitants would not afford a fufficient Number of
Cuftomers to frequent the Shop, or to take off
the Goods of the Manufacturer:

5khly In the richer Country, where the De-
mands are great and conftant,” every Manufac-
ture that requires various Proceﬁ'es, and is com-
pofed of different Parts, is accordmgly divided
and fubdivided into feparate and diftin&
Branches ; .whereby each Perfon becomes more
expert, and alfo more expeditious in.the partl-
cular Part affigned him. Whereas in a poor
Country, the fame Perfon is obllcred by Necef-
fity, and for the Sake of gerting a bare Sub-

fiftence, to undertake fuch dlﬁcrent Branches;
E . '-...
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as prévént him- frofi - excélling, or being:
expeditious in any. Tn fuch a. Cate, Is it
fiot much cheaper to give 24 Ed a Day in the
rich Couﬂtry to tlie mn’lble and adroit Arift,
than it 1§ t0 gl‘ve Only 6d il the poor-one, to the

-ry, -

6thlv Ax-the rlcliEr Cduntr}r has the greatér:
Numbei of: rival: Tradéfmén, and thofe moré

duick #hd- deéxterous; the Goods of fuch a

Colintiy liave not ohly thie Advantages drifing
fromh Quicknels and Dexterity,. but.alfo will.bé

afforded much the’ cheaptr. on Account of the:

Eiulation of fo many- Rivals and Compefitots.
Wheteas in a-poor Country;: it-is véry eafy for

ohe fich; ovet:grown TFradéfman to monopblize
the whble Trude to himfelf, and. coftfequeiitly
to et his ofvi Price upth the Goods, as he
knows tzt there até notietho date contend with
him in Point of Fottinie {--6t, whit is full asbad,
the like Confequefices will” foltow whett ‘the
Nuibers of the WealeHy are fo few, that they
can combing: Yog¥rher Whtnevér they will; to-
prey upoh- e Pubhc '

#thly. #iid laftty. Iy the m.‘l Country, the
Sllperlortfy of thie Caplml and the low In-
tefett of Money, will mfurc the vending of alk:
Gobds oh the clicapeft Terins; becaule a Man
of 3600} C-ap;tal cd certamly afford to give

thie ‘belt Wages 6 thé beft W rkiién, and jet

‘b abile 1o fe]i the Produice ot Mamifa&urc of
fuch
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fuch Workmen 4t a mugh cheaper Rate than he
who has enly 2 Capital of 20al. : For. if the ane
gers only ol per Cent, per Anp. for his
Money, that wjll bring; hmr an Inepme of - zoé
a Year; aSum very {ufficient tg live with Cre-
dit and Reputatlpn in the Rank of 2 Tradefman .
and- confiderably more.than dpuble to what he

would have received in the Way of common
Intereft, eyen if lent at 4], and an Half pr
Cent. Whereas, the other with his. pom' Capltg[
of 200l. muft ger a Profit pf at Iea[t aol per

-ll - gy = d

the. chrcc of a common ]eurncyman ---Not
to mention; that Men of fuperior. Capitals will
always commangd the Market in buying the ray
Matena,ls at the heft Hand ; .and cgmmaqd it
allo in another Vlsw viz. by bcmg able to glve
langgr Credit tq thglr Dealers and C};ftomprs -
So muchas to the rpafompg Partof this Sub_]e&
Let us now examing hoy ftand the Fgéts
AND here it mpﬂ: Pe prﬁmlfed? thqt wer& a
greater Quantity of Specie to enhange. the Price
of Provifians and Manuta&urcs in the ‘Manner
ufually fuppofed, the Canfequence WGUH be,
that all Goods whatt.ygr would be {o mugh thf.‘
dep,rcr n 3 rich Cqunfry, campared witi a poar
-one, 3s therg had beep different Sets pf Ppcpic
employed, and greater Wages paid jp making
‘them.  Forthe Argument proceeds thus,=--The
more Labour, the more Wages;--~the more
I 2 Wages,
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Wages, _the more Money s-+-the more Money:
paid‘for makma them, the' dearer the Goods
muft comé'to Market :And yet the Fact itfelf
is qu1tc the Reve‘rfe of thrs fe’emmcr]y Jnﬂ: Con-
clufion. For it may be taid down as'a general
Propoﬁtron, Wl‘llCh very feldom fallc Thar iperofe
or camplrca:ed Mam{faﬁures are cheapeﬁ: in rich
'count.nes ,---and 7 Materzalr Il pocr ‘ones
And therefore i Pr0pqrt10n as any Commodlty
approaches to ofie, or other of thefe Extremes,
in that Pr0port10n it will be found to be cheaper,
or dearer ifi a’rich, or a'poor Country.
| THE rarﬁncr of Corn, for Inftance, employs
conﬁderable Vumber of Hands, has various
Proceﬂ'es, takes up’ 3 great ‘deal of Time, and is
attended wrth great Expence. If fo, pray,
Where is" Corh the cheapei’cP Why, Corn 1s
raifed as cheap in Englaﬂd as in Scotland, if not
cheaper. Moreover, tho” Wages are very high
in Hertfordfhiré, as being in the Neighbourhood
of Londonr, and the Lands dear, and far from
being naturally good; yet the. Price of good
Whear is certainly as cheap in Hertfordfhire as
in ~War’er, and fometimes much cheaper 3 tho®
the Wages in 7V ales are _id_w, the Rents ealfy, :l_nd
the Lands in many Places fufficiently rich and
fertile, and the Land-Tax extremely light. -~
Tue raifing Garden-Stuff, and all Sorts ‘of
Produce fit for the Kitchen is another Initance;

for this* Iikewife 1s an expenﬁve and operofe
Alffarr,
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Affair, requiring great Skill and Judgment,
But the Price of Gatrden Stuff is prodigicufly
funk to what it was in former Times ; and [
much quef’clon, whether any Town of Note in
Scotland can now vie with the common Mhr]\cta
of London in that Refpe& Certain it is, that
formerly, viz. about 100 Years ago, a Cabbauc
would have coft 3d. in London, when London was
not near fo rich as it i1s now, which at prefent
may be bought for a Halfpenny.  And were
you to proceed on to Colliflowers, Afparaﬂus,

Broccoli, Melons, Cucumbers, and all Soits of
the choicer Wall Fruits, you would find the

lepropomons ftill greater. But waving fuch
Exotics, even the common Articles of Peafe and
Beans, Sallads, Onioas, Carrots, Parfneps, and
Turneps, are confiderably "cheaper than éver
they were known to be in former Timés ; tho’
the Rent of Garden Grounds, and Wages of
Journeymen Gardeners, are a great deal higher.

On the contrary, the raifing both of {mall
and large Cattle is a more ﬁmple Aﬁalr, and
doth not employ near {fo many Hands, as the
raifing of Corn or Garden-Stuff: Therefore
you will find that {mall and large Cartle arc
much cheaper in poor Countries than in rich
ones ; and that the Produce of fuch Cattle, for
the fame Reafon, viz.. Milk, Wool.. and Hair,
alfo the Fleth, Skins, Horns, and Hides, are

cheaper likewife. Asto Milk, this being made
Into
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nto Butter ar Cheele by a fhort and ﬁncrle Pro-
_cefs, and the Intervention of only ope F emale
Servant, is indeed cheaper inthe poorer Country.
But were Butter and Cheefe to have required a
more intricate Operation, and to have taken up
as much Time, and employed as many Hands
in the manufacturing of them, as Wool, or
I eather, it might be great]y q_uf:&ioncd whether
the richer Country would not have produced
Butter and Cheefe at a cheaper Rate than the
poor one. And what countenances this Sufpi-
cion is, that in the Cafe of Wool, Hajr, Horns,
and Hides, when manufa¢tured into Clorh, Hair
Cloths, Hornery-Ware, and Leather, the richer
Country hath generally the Advantage: Indeed,
if there are fome Exceptions, they are ex;remdy
few. And it isan indifputable Faét at this Day,
that there are more Woollen Cloths, Stuffs,
Serges,.{5¢c. more Horn Combs, Ink-Horns,
Powder-Flafks, Lanthorns, ¢, more Leather
for Shoes and Boots, fent by the ManufaGurers
of Englaud into Scotland, than by thofe of Scoz-
land nto .E;zgland |

Woop, or Tlmber, Is another Inﬁance In
Point : For Timber may be reckoned to be in a
great Degree the {pontaneous Produéiop of Na-
ture, gnd therefore Timber is always cheapeft
in a poor Country. But what fhall we fay of
fuch Manufatures, of which Timber is only
the raw Material? Are they cheaper alfo ?—

This,



S UBJET CT & 30
This, I am fure, is much to be doubted; efpe-
cially 1n thele Inftances where the Manufacture
is to pafs through feveral Hands, before it is
cbmpletéd; Nay, were yéu to go mto 4 Ca-
binet- Maker’s Shop in ZLsudsn, and enquire
evén for common Articles, you would not find
that the fame Articles of equal Neatnefs and
Goodnefs c¢ould be bought 1 Stotland much
cheaper, if fo cheap. Moreover, as to Ship-
building, than which nothing creates fo great a.
Confumption of Timber, Pray, how much
cheaper is a Ship of any Burtheh, viz. 3 or 400
Tons, built at Leith or Glafgow, than in the
Yards bordering on the Thames ? And are not
Ships built at Sardain, in Holland, whete the
Neceffaries of Life and Wages cannot be cheap,
and where ot a Stick of Tithber grows, are not
they built as cheap there as in moft Countries
whatever, even fuch Counttiés which have the
raw Materials jult at their Doors ?

Trt like Obfervations might be made to
extend to the building of large and fumptuous
Heufes, and purchaling all the Furniture proper
for them ; and to almoft every other Article,
where hany Hands, much Labour and Ex-
pence, preat Skill and Ingenuity, and a Variety
of different Trades are required before the Thing
in Queftion is completely finifhed. For in all

thefe Cafes, the rich, induftrious Country has a

marifelt Advantage ovet the poorone.  London,
tho’
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tho’ the deareft Place in the Kingdom to live at;
is by far the cheapeft for purchafing Houfhold

Goods.
ArTer {o much hath been {aid on the Sub-

jet, it would be needlefs to have Recourfe to
the Branch of Metals for further Illuftrations,
were it not that there 15 fomething {o very ftrik-
ing 1n their Cafe, that it ought not to be omitted,

Iron Ore, for Example, 1s dug in Laucafhire,

- and frequently fent by Sea Carriage into the
County of Argyle, there to be fme]ted on Ac-
count of the great Plenty and Cheapnefs of
Wood and Charcoal. Now, when it is thus
br()l]ght into Pigs and Bars, the great Queftion
18, What becomes of 1t? Do you find that any
confiderable Quantity remains in Scotland 2 Or
is the far greater Part brought back again, In
order to be fent into the manufa&urmﬂr Counties
of Eigland ?---The latter is mdxfputably the
Cafe, notwithftanding the Expence of Re-car-
riage ; notwithftanding alfo, that the. Collieries
In Smtla:zd could fupply as much Coal as even
about Birmingham, or Sheffield, were Coal the
only Articie that was wanted. But for all that,

Sheffield and Birminghain are in Pofleflion of the
Trade; and will ever keep it, unlcf.. it be their
own Faults.

THE Cafe of Sweden is ﬁ:ll more cztraordma-
ry (and {urely Sweden is a Country poor enoucrh)
for the Swedifl ron pays a large Duty to the

Swedifl



S UBJETCTS it
Swedifk Government before Exportation ;---it is
then burdened with Freight into England ;---it
pays a heavy Duty upon’ being landed here ;---
is then carried partly by Water, and partly by
Land, into the manufitturing Counties ;—i3
there fabricated,---re-cartied again to the Sea-
Side,---there thipped off, for Sweden,---pays a
very heavy Duty, as Eugli/h Manufaltures ;---
and yet, almoft every Article of fuch Manu-
factures, as hath pafied thro’ two, three, or more
. Stages, before it was completed, is afforded fo
cheap at thé Market of Stockholm, that the
Swedes have loft Money in every Attempt they
have made to rival them. | n |
~ JupcE now, therefore, what little Caufe there
is to fear that a poor Country can-ever rival a
rich one in the more operofe, complicated, and
expenfive Branches of a Manufatture: Judge
alfo, whether a rich Country can ever lofe its
Trade, while it retains its Induftry 3 and conle-
quently how abfurd muft every Project be for
fecuring or encreafing this Trade, which doth
not tend to fecure, or encreafe the Diligence
and Frugality of the People. |

A War, whether crowned with Victory, or
branded with Defeats, can never prevent another
Nation from being more induftrious than you
are; and if theéy are more induftrious, they will
feil cheaper; and confequently your former

Cuftomers will forfake your -fhop, and go to
| QN theirs 3
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theirs ; tho’ you covered the Ocean with: Fleets,.
and the Land with Armies:—--In fhort, the:
Soldier may make Walte, the Privateer, whether,
fuccefsful or unfuccefsful, will make Poor; but
it is the eternal Law of Providence, that
The Hand of the Diligent alone can-make Rich.
This being the €ale, 1t evidently. follows,,
that as no trading Nation can ever be ruined.
but by itfelf, o more particularly the Improve-
ments and Manufadtures of Scotland can never:
be a Detriment to England; unlefs the En:lifly
do voluntarily decline their Induftry, and be-
come profligate in their Morals. Indeed, when
this comes to pafs, it is of little Confequence
by what Name that Nation is called, which runs
away with their Trade; for fome Country or
other neceflarily muft. -Whereas,. were the
Englifh 10 reform their Manners, and encreafe
their Induftry, the very Largenefs of théir Ca-
pitals, and therr Vicinity to ‘Scorland, might
enable the Bzglifh to affift the Scotch in various
Ways, without: prejudicing themfelves, viz, By
lending: them-Money at moderate Inte reft,---by
embarking in Partnerfhip with them in fuch
Undertakings as require large Stocks and long
Credits,--by fupplying them with Models and:
Ihﬁm&orsf,---exciﬁhg their Emulation, and di-
refting their Operations with that Judgment and
good Order which are only learnt by Ufe and -
Bxperiénce. SR

Nav,
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Nay, to pafs from Particulars to-Generals,
‘we may lay it down as an utiiver{al Rule, fubjeét
to very few Exceptions, that as an iriduftrious
Nation can never be hurt by the encréafing In-
duftry of its Neighbours ; and as it is fo wifely
contrived by Divine Providence, that all People
fhould have a ftrong Biafs towards the Produce
and Manufatures of others;---fo it follows,
that 'when this Biafs is put under proper Regula-
tions, the refpettive Induftry of Nation and
Nation enables them to be fo ‘much the better
‘Cuftomers, to improve ina friendly Intercourfe,
and to be a mutual Benefit to each other. A
nrivate Shepkeeper would certainly with, that
nis Cuftomers did tmprove in their Circum-
ftances, rather than go. behind-hand ; becaufe
every fuch ITmprovement would probably re-
dound to his Advantage, “Where -then can be
the Wifdom in the public Shopkeepér, a trading
People, to endeavour to make the neighbouring
States and Nations, that are his Cuftomers, fo
very. poor as not to-be able to tradé with him?
- 'Fae Conclufion of ithe whole is'this: Heaps
of Gold and Silver ate -riot the trie Riches of 2
Nagioh ;- Gold :and Silver got in the Ways of
Idlenefs aré its cettain Ruin; it is Wealth in
‘Appearance bue Poverty in Reallty Gold and
Silver' got by:Induftry, and fpent in- Idlenefs,
will- prove -to - be  Deftrution likewife: But
Gold. and. Silver acquired by genéral Induﬁry,
tanti ufed with-Sobriety; and dccording to good

I 2 Morals,
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Morals, will promote full greater Induftry, and
go on, for any Thing that appears to the con-
trary, ftull accumulatmg, fo that every Aug-
mentation of .fuch Money is a Proof of a pre-
ceding Increafe of Induftry : Whereas an Aug-
mentation of Money by fuch Means as decreale
Induftry, is a national Curfe---not a Blefling.
And therefore, tho’ the Accounts of fuch a Na—-
tion may look fair to the Eyes of a Merchant
or Tradefman, who (keeping their own Books
by Pounds, Shillings, and Pence) fuppofe, that
all muft be right, when they fee at the Foot of
the Account, a large Balance of Pounds, Shil-
lings, and Pence, in the Nation’s Favour; yet
the able Statefman, and judicious Patriot, ‘who
are to keep the public Accounts by quite diffe-
rent Columns,---by Men, Women, and Children,
employed, or not employed,---will regard this
Tumour of Wealth as a'dangerous Difeafe, not
as a natural and healthy Growth. In one Word,
the only poflible Means of “preventing a Rival
Nation from running away with your Trade,
is to prevent your own People from being
more idle and vicious than they are; and
by inipiring them with the contrary good Qua-
littes : .So that the only War, which can be at-
tended with Succefs in that Refpect, i1s a War
againit Vice and Idlenefs; a War, whofe Forces
muit confift of---not Fleets and Armies,---but
fuch judicious Taxes and wife Regulations, as
fhall turn the Paffion of private Se¢lf-Love into

the
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the Channel of public Good. Indeed Fleets:
and Armies may be neceflary, where the
Merchant or Manufacturer are in Danger’ of"
béing robbed or plundered in carrying their
Goods to Market; but Fleets and Armies can
never render thofe Goods the cheaper; and
confequently cannot poflibly encreafe the Num-
ber of your Cuftomers; fuppofing fuch Cufe
tomers have the Liberty of trading where ever
they pleafe, and to the beft Advantage. Butif
you fhould continue thefe Armaments, in order
to ftop up the Ports of other Nations, and de-
prive them of the Benefit of a free Trade, what
will be the Confequence of this wife Manceuvre?
Plainly this;—That while you are getting One
Shilling, you are fpending Ten; while you are
employing a few in a Courfe of regular Induftry,
you are {upporting Thoufands 1n Habits of Idle-
nefs, -and at the fame Time involving the Na-
tion in fuch immenfe Expences as mutt, if per-
fited in, inevitably prove its Ruin.—Grant,
therefore, that during a2 War, a2 War crowned
with uninterrupted Succefs (for no other can
avail) .grant, I fay, that in fome Articles you
enjoy an Increafe of Trade, at what Expence is
this Increafe obtained, and how long is it to
laft 7 Moreover, that Confequences will arife
when the War 1s at an End, and other Ports
are open? (for furely it cannot be intended that
a trading Nation i1s to fight for ever,) and when
Peace 1s made, what new Duties, what addi-

T tiOIlal
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tional Taxcs are to be impofed for defraying
both Priricipal ‘and Intereft of the Charges of
fuch 2 Wair ?—How-are they to be levied?—
Who is to bear them ?--~And will you by this
Means be better able to render your Goods
cheaper at a foreign Market than heretofore ?---
A plain -Arifwer to thele Queftions, would un-
ravel the whole Matter, and bring Mankind to
a rwht Ufe of thelr Senfes.

POST-
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POSTSC RIPT,

O edhsn HE only fet of Objections, as far as
S 3 they have come to my Knowledge,
Jod b Which have been hitherto made t6
b a5p.a the Principlés and Reafonings laid

~ ., downand illuftrated in the forego-
ing Treatife,. are the four following:

ift. Tuat according to this Hypothefis,
Improvements, Induftry,. and Riches, may
be advanced and encreafed ad infinitur>; which
isa Pofition too extravagant to be admitted.

2dly. TraT In Conlequence of this accumu-
lating Scheme, one Nation might engrofs the
Trade of the whole World, and beggar every
other State or Kingdom : which Opinion is not
only contradicted by Fatt and Experience,
but is alfo contrary to my own Syftem of
Commerce, wherein I ftrongly declare againft
Monopoly and Exclufion of every Kind. =~
' - - adly.
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3dly. Trar tho’ a poor Country cannot
immediately and at once rival a rich one in

its Trade and Manufattures, yet it may do
it by Degrees, beginning firft with the coarfer

and lefs complicated Kinds, and then ad-
vancing Step by Step to others more com-

pounded, operofe, and coftly ; ’ull at length it
hath reached z44# Summit of Art, Induftry, and

Riches, from ‘which the rich Country hath lateiy
fallen, and from whence alfo this upftart Ad:
venturer muft recede in 1ts Turn. And to
ftrengthen this Reafoning, it may be obferved,

4thly. « Tuar all human Things have the
¢ Seeds of Decay within themfelves :---Great
« Empires, great Cittes, great Commerce, all
- ¢ of them receive a Cheque, not from accidental
¢ Kvents, but from neceffary Principles.”

Thus ftand the Obje&ions of that acute Phi-
lofopher, and celebrated Writer, who honoured
the above Treatife with his ingenious Re-
marks.  Let us now therefore attend to the
Force of each of thefe Objections with that
Care and Impartiality which the Caufe of Truth
deferves; and with that Refpet alfo, which is
due to a Perfon of Eminence in the Republic of

Letters.
Anp 1ft, I muft beg Leave to obferve, that

the Gentleman has, in Part at leaft, miftaken

my Meaning, where I fay, towards the Clofe

of the Treatife, ¢ That Gold and Silver ac-
| “ quired
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« quired by general Indultry, and.ufed with
¢ Sobriety, and according to good Morals, will:
«« promote ftill gréater Induftry, and go on;; for
“ any- thing that -appears-to the .contrary; -ftill

« accumulating :”---I fay, he has; miftaken my
Meaning, if he imagined, that I roundly-and

politively there aﬂ'grtcd, that the Progrefs muft
be, ad infinitum: &or 1.did not 1ntend .to affert
any fuch Thing, and one Realon, antohg others,
which reftiained me, was the Confideration that

I am, not Metaphylician énovgh to comprehend
was INFINITY really means. . Therefore whit
I. undertake to. maintain is this,---That fuch 4
Progreflion 4s here defcribed, may be fo far car-
ried on, as evidently to prove, that no Man can
pofitively define, when; or where 1t muft neceffa-
rily ftop: No Man can et Bounds to Improve-
ments even 1n Imagination; and therefore, ’till
the ne plus ultra ot all Advancements in Arts,
Sciences, and Manufactures, in. Agriculture;
Trade, and Navigation, &¢. {&c. 15 clearly
demonftrated (a‘Thing which I prefume no one
will be in Halte to attempt) we may fhill be al-
lowed to' affefr, that-the richer manufa&turing
Natton will maintain its. Superiority over the
poorer one, notwithftanding this latter may be
likewife advancing . towards Perfetion. This

being the Caufe it follows,
2dly. Tuar my Hypothefis is fo far from
fuppofing that one Nation may engrofs the
G Trade



go  PorLiTicar and CoMMERCIAL
Trade' of the.whole World, and beggar all tlfe’
reft; .thatit“rémains joft: the :contrary : “Becaufe
it follows, from my.Syftein, that every Nation,.
poor s well as rich;~ may-improve their .Condi-
tion if they: pleafeil -The-poorer Nation, fof
Example,: may adopt- the good: Police,---the
Abolition of- Monopuhes and exclufive: Com-
pamcs, and:-feveral ufeful: Regulanons of its:
richéi feighbouring State &AM thefe -1t may:
adopt. aithiout Expencé, at the fame Time that
it ‘may avoid their Errors.er. Miftakes ;: for
Errors thers will be,- mote orlefs; in all-human
Inttitutions, Moreover, tho! the poorer Nation
cannot rval the Marufactures of a richer one
at a third Place; or in a foreign' Market, where
the Goods and. Merchandize of both are fup-

polfed tobe admiffible ‘on the fame Iooting, yet
it may,: ax_itif ought,. by Means of _]UdlClOUS
Taxes, .to di{courage.the:too great or exceflive
Confumption of alien Manufadtures, and: efpe-
¢ially -Liquors; within its own Territories ; and
as .this ‘hixewH¢ may be done without Ex-
peicey ”riai}r.;_i' to the ‘great’ -Advantage . of the
Revenué, 1t - therefore follows, that the poorer
Natioh' miay- get forwards in 'many Refpects
without being obftructed by thé rich one. To
which Confideration- wé fhould not forget to

add.- that there are certain'loca! Advantaoes re-
fulting cither from the Climate, the Sm] the

Pmdu&lons the Sltuatlon, or even the natural
' T urn
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Turn and peculiar- Gentus' of one Peapld pre-
ferably to thole of another, which.no- Naiion
can deprive another of, unlefls by: Vielencerand
.Conqueft ; and therefore, . thefe being “ont: of
the Queftion, the neceflary Confequeﬂcc‘ 15§ that
-the poor Country is left.at Liberty:to. ctltivate
all thefe natural and local Advantages,-as far as
4t can. ,Nay, I obferve further, than-the very
{uperior .Riches of a neighbouring’:State may
‘contribute greatly to-the carrying of fuch'a Plan
Jinto Execution: ‘And here I.do riot mean merely
te {ay,:that.the Manufaltures .and Merchant
Adventurers of the poorer Country may avail
themfelves of the Wealth of a richer by bor-
rrowing Maney, atalow Intereft,.to be employed
in Trade ; tho' by :the bye, thatiis.no‘ fmall
:Benefic: But whit I lay the chief Strefs on ar
-prefent is, thdt a.rich Neighbour-is ':;mfe-ffkezy 1o
-become agood Cufbomer than a poor oié and coit-
fequently, that the Traders of the poorér Coun-
-try- will find a -better Market, and “a more-ge-
neril Démand for their’ peculiar Produion’s,
-whether of ‘Art or Naturej-by: Méans of the
Auperior Wealth and great - Confumptions -of
their richer Neighbours,- than :they could” pot-
{ibly have had,. were the: latter equally poor with
themfelves. - Moreover, vice verfz, 1 2ffirm on
the other Hand, that-even the rich-Couvntry will
be benefited in its Turn, by this Acceffion of
Wealth flowving 1nto ‘the peor one.  For when
G2 the
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the Ithabitants of'the poorer Country feel them-
felves enabled, there is no Doubt to be made, but
that theéy: will alfo become proportionably wil-
- Jing to.purchafe fome of the'more com modious
of: more fumptuaus Furhiture, and elegant Ma-
nufa&ures, . of  thofe Perfons, who are actually
their beft C uftomers, . as ‘well as rieher Neigh-
bours;. Indeed, to fay the Truth, thefe Things
are no other.than the ufual Confequences, and
almoft neceflary Effets of natural Caufes: ‘And
furely that Man: muft:have been a very great
Stranget to what paffesin the World, who cari-
not difcern thefe daily Rotations of Commercial
Induftry. - -
" Bur there isone Circumftance more, relattve
to this Subject, which being not fo obvious to
commonObfervers; {eems therefore to require
a particular Explanation. The Circumftance 1s
this,---That the very fame Country may be re-
latively both richer-and:poorer than another at
the very fame Time, if confidered in different
Points of View’; and confequently, that all the
oppofite and feemingly contradictory Affertions
concerning both the Cheapnefs dnd the Dearnefs
of Manufatures, may be found to correfpond
with Truth and Matters of Fact. ' Thus, for Ex-
ample, England is undoubtedly richer either than
.S'catland or Ireland, in regard: 1o moft Branches
of Trade and -Manufatture; and therefore it
fells thof e Manufactures much cheaper than
| | | thev

i,
.
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they can be fabricated 1n either of {thofe Coun-
{ries. But neverthelefs, both Scotland and Ire-
land are richer than England ingrefpeét to one
particular ‘Point ; for both thefe Countries have
"‘gm: the Stait of England in refpe& to the Linex

Manufaiure, by more than Half a Century; and
1in Confequence thereof, their Capitals are larger,

their Machinery is better, and their Correfpon-
dences are become more extenfive ; fo that in
fhort, almoft every thing relative to the Linen
Manufatare in thofe Countries is condu@ed
with miore Adroitnefs, and managed to greater
Advantage, than in England. Hence there-
fore it 1s eafily to be accounted for, how it
‘comes to paTs that the Scotch and Frifh can fell
their Linens, and more elpecially their fine

Linens, conﬁderably cheaper than the E;rg/ 14
Linen Manufacturer is able to do. Nay, by

Way of ftrengthening the general Arcumens, [
would obferve further, that the’ the Modes of
Living are more expenfive, tho’ the d'my Wages,
and Rents of Houfes and Lands, and the Prices
of Provifions, are at lealt dendled. 1% not trebled,
in the manufa&urmﬂ' Paris of Scotlzid and
Irelana, to what they were abous 66 or 7o Y cars
ago, - yet the prefent Linens are both better and
cheaper than the former, in a very confiderable
Degree ; fo that THE ccctizad and lreigia of the
YE&I‘ 176 if COH“” DIl Wil L SR UV v ,ufc or
Ireland of ‘1700, ‘are s ftrong an Indisee, and

43
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as convincing a Proof, as can poffibly ‘be-defiséd
of the Truth of thefe Pofitions :—And herice
alfo we may obferve, that the Riches, of England
in many Branches, andthe Riches of ‘Scotland
and freland in feme Branches, are: mmuaily af-
{iftant to, -and reciprecally advantageous to-edch
other : .For by mutually confuming and wearing
each other’s Manufactures, the Luglifh, Scotch,
and Irifh, become the better and the greatcr ’

Cuftomers to each other.
Tre 3d Objettion needs not 2 Reply fo lont'r

and laboured as the fecond: for when the Gen—-
leman propofed, thatthe poorer Country thould
firft begin with.the coarfer and more fimple Ma-
nufactures, and then proceed Step by .Step.to
others moreoperofe, complicated, and expenfive,
’till at laft it had fupplanted the rich one in alt
its Trade and Manufatures,---he hnfoctunate]y
forgot, that in Proportion as h:s poorer Country
made a Progrefs in thefe Things, in the fame
Proportion, or nearly the fame, would the Price
of Labour, of Proviftons, and of raw Materials,
advance likewife ; fo that all thefe imaginary
Advantages would vanith away like a Dream,
when they were moft wanted, and when he
molt depended on their Afliftance. In fact, his
ot paying due Attention to this Circumftance
was probably the very Thing which led him and
others into fo many Errors on this Head. Bue
as he had one Objection more to offer, let us

| fec



SUBJECTS sz
fee whether the Weight of that w;ll makc up
for the Deficiency of the others, - i 5l

- Now his.4th Objection, or rather ]ns Obfer—-
vation, is, ¢ That all Human Things have the
¢« Seeds of Decay ‘within themfelves: Great
« Empires, great Cities, great Commerce, alf
< of them receive a Cheque,:not from accidental
¢ Events, but from neceffary Principles:” From
all which it is implied, . that the richer; Nation
cannot maintain its Superiority OVer a poorerone ;
becaufe, when 1t comes to a certain Pertod, it
maft neceffarily fall to Decay ;---I fay, this muit
be the Inference intended, otherwife the Obler-

vation is not dppiicable, and has nothing to do
with the prefent Subjett. * |
Herg therefore, as. the Ideas and Terms
made ufe of, aie borrowed from the State of
matural Bodies, and from thence metaphorically
transferred to political Conflitutions, one Thing
is taken for granted in this Argument, to which
I-cannot readily aflent. It 1s taken for granted,
that as all Animals, by having the Seeds of De-
cay within themielves, mult die {ooner or later,
-therefore political or commercial Inftitutions
are fubjeét to the like Fate, and on the fame
Principles. Now this remains to be proved ;
for the Parallel doth not hold in all Refpects ;
and tho’ it be true that the Body Politic may
come to an End, as well as the Body Natural,
there 1s no phyfical Neceffity that ic muff. A Set

- ot
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of Rules and Regulations may be formed for
the diftributing Property; the fecuring and dif-
fufing Induftry, the prevénting the préfent
fhocking Vices of Electionering, and ingeneral;
for the correcting metft, if not all of thofe Evils,’
which great Riches, Excefs of Liberty, and
Length of Time, are too apt to introduce. I fay

fuch a Set of Rules and Regulations may be
formed ; againft the Admiffion of which inta

our Code of Laws, there cannot be the leaft
Pretence of a Phyfical Impofhbility. In one
Word, the Conftitution of the Body Natural
1s {o framed, that afrer a certain length of Time,
no Remedy 1n Nature can reftoreit to its priftine
Health and Vigour; for at laft old Age will
neceffarily deftray it; if nothing elfe fhall put a
Period to 1t {fooner :---But the Difeafes of the
Body Politic are not ebfolutely incurable; becaufe
Care and Caution, and proper Remedies, judi-
cloufly and honeftly applied, will produce thofe
Effects in one Cafe, which it would be impofii:
ble for them to produce in the other.

TRACT



The CASE of going to War

B EING

The FracmenT of a greater Work.

CHAP. III. Prevention of Wars.

P&y 1 D the Difficulty in this Argument
“"j, confift in the Dubioufnefs of the Fact!
¢ “@B ¢ Whether Wars were deftrutive to
~ ¢ Mankind, or not,’ that Difficulty
would not long fubfift; for; if ocular Demon-
ftration can be allowed to be Proof, it is bu: too
manifeft, That both the conquering, and con-
quered Countries, are prodigious Lofers by
them. But, alas! in this Cafe the Difficulty
lies not in the Obfcurity of the Proof, but in

| H the
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the Feeblenefs of the Attempt to diffuade Merr
from a Practice they have been long accuftomed:
to confider in a very different Light from thar
ih which it will be here fet forth: ‘And fuch is
the Inveteracy of bad Habits, fuch the be-
witching, tho’ empty Sounds of Conqueft and
Glory, that there'remains only the bare Poffibility
of Hopes of Siitcefs iiF thefe Endeavours; fot
as to all the Degrees of Probability, they are cer=
ta1ily. onl thecontiary Side.: -
HowevEr, as the Nature of my Argument
leads me to fet forth the feveral Means of ren-
dering a Country populous, certatnly the Pre-

ventiofi of Wat3, 4s ont of the moft capial
Means, cannot be omitted: And therefore I

muft confider myfelf in this Cafe as People do
when they commence Adventurersin a Lottery;.
where, though there are perhaps almott an in-

finite Number of Chances againft any fingle
Adventurer, yet every Individual cherifhes the

flattering Expectation, that he fhall be the happy
Man to whofe Share the great Prize will fall..
Now, if 2 Conduct; grounded on fo much Im-
probabulity, can efcape theé Cenfure of general
Ridiculé, 1t 1s ta be hoped; that my Folly, for
{fuch I dcknowledge it, may efcape likewife; at
leaft; as it is of. fo innocent and harinlefs a Na-
ture, let rhe be allowed to peution, that mine
may ‘be efteemed lefs irrational than that mii-

wry and political Folly which confifts in fecking
for
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:for Empire by Means of Defolation, and for
national Riches by introducing unlvcrfal,PQ\ﬁextty
and Want. j
In ancient Times, Men went. to War wu:haut
much Ceremony or Pretence: It was thought
Reafon good enough to jullify the Deed, .if one
Man liked what another Man had; .and War
and Robhery were the honourable Profeffions.:
Nothing was adjudged difhonourable but the
Aris of Peace and Induftry. This is Herodotus’s
Account of the Manner of living of the Bar-
barians of Thrace; and this, with very {mall
Altgrations, might ferve to charadterife all other

Barbarians, either of ancientor modern T1mes.
Bur at prefent, we, who chufe to call gur-
Aelves civilized Nations, generally affe& a more
ceremonious farade, and .mapy Pyetences.
:Complants are brit made of forme Inury re-
ceived, fome Right viglated, fome Incroach-
ment, Detention, -or -Ufurpation ; and none
-willacknowledge themfelvesto be theAggreflors;
nay, 2 lolemn Appeal 1s made to. Heaven.for
the Truth of each Affertion ; and the .final
Avenger of the Cpprefled, .and Searcher of
all Hearts, -1s called upon to maintain the
_righteons Caufe, and:to pynih, the wrong -Daer.
Thus.it 1s,with both Parties ; and while. neicher
of them will own their true Motives, perhaps. it
is appatent-to all the World, that, on ope.Side,
ifnot on-bath, a Thirlt of Glory, a Luft of
H 2 Do-



60 PoriticaL and CoMMERCIAL

Dominion, the Cabals of Statefmen, or the
ravenous Appetites of Individuals for Power
or Plunder, for Wealth without Induftry, and
Greatncfs without Merir, were the only real
and o'enume Sprmﬂrs of Attion.,

| N ow the Aims of Princes in thefe Wars are

partly the fame with, and partly different from,
thofe of their Subje@s: As far as Renown is

concerned, their Views are alike, for Heroifin
is the With arid' Envy of all Mankind ; and to
be a Nation of Heroes, "under the Condu& of
an heroi¢ Leader, is regarded, both by Prince
and People, as the Summit of all earthly Hap-
pinefs. It is really aftonithing to think with
what Applaufe and Eclat the Memoirs of fuch
inhuman Monfters are tranfmitted down, in all
the Pomp of Profe and Verfe, to diftant Gene-
rations: Nay, let a Prince but feed his Subjeéts
with the empty Diet of military Fame, it mat-
ters not what he does befides, in regard to them-
felves as well as others; for the Lives and Li-
berties, and every Thing that can render So-
ciety a’ Blefling, are willingly offered up asa
Sacrifice to this Idol, GLory. ~And were the
Fa& to be examined into, you would -find,
perhaps without a fingle Exception, that the
greateft Conquerors abroad, have proved the
heavieft Tyrants at Home. However, as Vic-
tory, like Charity, covereth a Multitude of Sing,
thus it comes to pafs, that reafonable Beings

will
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will be content to be Slaves themfelves, pro-
vided they may enflave others; and while the
People can look up to the glorious Hero on the
Throne, they will be dazzled with the Splendor

that furrounds him, and forget the Deeds of the
Opprcffor. |

Now, from this View of Things, one would
be tempted to imagine, that a Practice {o uni-
verfally prevailing, was fourded in the Courfe
and Conftitution of Nature.. One would be
tempted to fuppole, that Mankind were created
on Purpofe to be engaged 1n deftructive Wars,
and to worry and devour one another. ¢ Per-
« haps the Earth would be overftocked with
¢« Numbers were it not for fuch Evacuations,
 falutary “upon the whole, and neceffary for
« the Good of the Remainder. Perhaps, like-
« wife, there may be fome Truth in what is
« vulgarly given out, that one Nation cannot
« thrive but by the Downfall, and one People
5 cannot arow rich but by the 1mpovenfhmg,
“ of its Nclghbours

AND yet, when.we examine into this Affair,
neither Reafon, nor Experience will give the
leaft Countenance to this Suppofition. The
Reafon of the Thing we will confider now, and
referve the Fact *ll by and by. Hcre then, if
Prmc1ples of Reafon are to be our Gmde, one
would thmk that a Being overﬂowmg with
Benevolencc, and not hmltted in Power, might

have
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have made a much better Provifion for his Cre-
tures, than what 1s here {uggefted: Certainly
he might have rendered their feveral Ingerefts

lefs repugnant to each other; or rather, he
might have cavfed them all to fprmcr from one
common Center, or to unite in one common
Bafis. And we are.confirmed in this Train of
Reafoning, when we refle¢t, that even the Be-
nevolence and Power of human Governments,
narraw and imperfect as they are, do a&ualljr
provide for the Safety and Welfare of their re-
peftive Subjetts by this very Method of an
Union and Coalition of feparate Interefts.
Thus for Example, the Inhabitants of one
County, or of one City, have not fo much as an
Idea, that they are, and muft be, according te
the unalterable Courfe of Things, the conftitu-
tional Foes of thofe of another County or City
under the fame Government : Nor do we at all
conceive that this or that particular Town, or
Diftrict, cannot grow rich, or profper, ’till the
Diftrits, or Towns around it are reduced to Po-
verty, or made a dreary Wafte. On the con-
trary, we' naturally conclude, and juftly too,
that their Interefls are infeparable from our
own: And were their Numbers to be dimi-
nifhed, or their Circumﬁanccs_altered‘from Af-
fluence to Want, we ourfelves, in the Rotation
of Things, thould foon feel the bad Eﬁ’e&s of
fuch a Chance If thercfore, thls is the Cafe,

with
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with refpe&t to human Goveramets § and if
they, notwithftanding all their Faults and Fail-
ings, can regulate Matters fo much for the
better; how then comes it to pdfs; thar we
fhould afciibe fo much Impérfection, fich
Want of Benevolence, fuch Partialiil‘yi ndy fuch
preineditated Mifchiet to that gréat ':I'rid_ equal
Governnrent, which prefideth over 2ll2 Is it
do you think, that the Alinighty God cannot go-
vern two large Difinicts, France and England for
Example, as well, and as wifely as you can po-
vern two {mall ones? Or 18 it, that heé hath {o»
egregioufly blundered in his fitft framing the
Conftitution of Things as to rendef thofeé Ex<
ploits, called Wats, neceffary fot the Good of
the Whole under his Adminifttatiost, which yoi
would juftly confider to be 2 Difgrace to yours;
and feverely punifh as an Outrage?. Sutely no 3
And we cannot without Blafphemy, afcribe
that Conduct to the beflt of Beings; which is
slmoft too bad to be fuppofed of the woift:
Surely it is much more confonant to the Dictdtes
of unbiaffed Realon to believe, that our com-
mon Parent and univerfal L.ord tegards all his
Childrer and SubjeCts with an Eye of equal
Tenderniefs and Good-will; and to be firmly
pérfuaded, that in his Plan of Goveéfnment
the political Intereft of Nations canfiot be re=
pughant to thofe moral Duties of Huimnanity and
Ywove which he has fo univerfally préfcribéd.

S0
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-.So much as to the Reafon of the Thing: Lct

us now confider the Fa&, and be determlned by
Experience. Princes expett to get by fuccefs-
ful Wars, and a Series of Conquefts, either more
Territory, or more Subjects, or a more ample
Revenue; or perhaps, which is generally the
Cafe, they expect to obtain all three. Now, in
regard to Territory, if .mere Superficies were,
the Thmg to be aimed at; it muft bewallowed,
that a2 Country of a Million of fquare Miles
is more in Quantizy than one of half that Ex-
tent. But if Countries are not to be valued by
Acres, but by the Cultivation and the Produce
of thofe Acres,. then it follows, that ten Acres
may be better than a thoufand, or perhaps ten
thoufand; and Bifhop Berkley’s Query may
come in here very apropos,—¢ May not a
“ Man be the Proprietor of twenty Miles {quare
« in North America, and yet be in Want of a
“ Dinner 2

- As to Numbers of Subjelts, furely War and
Conqueﬁ are not the moft likely Means for at-
taining this End ; and a Scheme, which confifts
in the Deftruction of the Human Species;
15 a_ very ftrange one indeed to be pro-
pofed for their Increafe and Multiplication :
Nay granting that Numbers of Subjelts might
be acquired, together with the Acceflion of Ter-
ritory, ftill thefe new Subjets would add no

real-Strength to the State; becaufe new Acqui-
fitions
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fitions would require more numerous Defences,
and becaufe a People {cattered over an immenfe
Tra& of Country are, in fa&, much weaker
than half their Numbers acting in Concert to-
gether, and able by their Vicinity to fuccour one
another.

MoREOVER, as to the Affair of the Revenue,
and the Produce of Taxes, the fame Arguments
conclude equally ftrong in this Cafe as in the
former: And the indifputable Falt is, that an
i1l-peopled Country, though large and extenfive,
neither produces fo great a Revenue as a {mall
one well cultivated and populous ; nor if it did,
would the neat Produce of fuch a Revenue be

equal to that of the other, becaufe 1t 13,1n 2 Man-
ner, fwallowed up in Governments, Guards, and
~Garrifons, 1n Salaries and Penfions, and all the
confuming Perquifites and Expences attendant
on diftant Provinces.

In reference to the Views of the People—as
far as fuch Views coincide with thofe of the
Prince, fo far they have been confidered al-
ready : But, {eeing that the Thirft of inordinate
‘Riches in private Subjeéts, which pufhes them
on to wifh fo vehemently for War, hasfomething
in 1t diftin& from the Avarice of Princes, let
us now examine, whether this Trade of War 1s
a likely Method to make a People rich, and let
us confider every Plea that can be offered.
-« Surely, fay thefe Men, toreturn Home laden
1 « with
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« with the Spails of wealthy Nations 1s 2 com--
“ pendious Way of getting Wealkth; {urely
“ we cannot be deceived in {o plain a Cafe: For
«« we fee that what has been gathering together
¢ and accumulating for Years, and perhaps for
¢« Ages, thus becomes our own at once; ank
«“ more might be acquired by a happy Vitary
¢ within the Compals of a Day, perhaps of an
“ Hour, than we could otherwife promife to
« ourfelves by the tedious Purfuits of Induftry
< through the whole Courfe of a long laborious
¢ Life.”.

Now, 1n order to treat with this Peaple 1m
their own Way, I would not awake them out
of their prefent golden Dream ; 1 would there-
fore fuppole, that they mlght fucceed to their
Heart’s Defire, though there is a Chance at icaft.
of being difappointed, and of meeting with
Captivity inftead of Conqueft ; 1 will wave like-
wife all Confiderations drawn from the intoxi-
cating Nature of Riches, when o rapidly got,
and improperly acquired: Iwill alfe grant, that
great Stores of Gold and Silver, of Jewels,
Diamonds, and precious Stones, may be brought
Home ; and that the Treafures of the Univerfe
may, If you pleafe, be made to circulate within:
the Limits of our own little Country: And if
this were not enough, I would ftill grant mere,
d'd 1 really know what more could be: wifhed

for or expedted.

THE
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‘Tre Soldierof Fortune, being thus made rich,
fits down to enjoy the Fruits of his Conqueft,
and to gratify his Withes after fo mwuch Fatigue
and Toil: But alas! he prefently finds, that
in Proportion as this heroic Spirit and Thirft
for Glory have -diffufed themlelves among his
Countrymen, in the fame Proportion the Spirit
of Induoftry hath funk and died away ; every
Neceffary, and every Comfort and Elegance of
1.ife are zrown dearer than before, becaufe chere
are fewer Hands, and lefs Inclination to pro-
duce them; at the fame Time his own Defires,
and artificial Wants, inftead of bzing lefléned,
are greatly multiplied ; for of what Ufe are
Riches t¢ him unlefs enjoyed ? Thus therefore
it comes to pafs, that his Heaps of Treafure are
like the Snew in Summer, contirually melting
away 3 fo that the Land of Heroes foon becomes
the Country of Beggars. His Riches, it it trive,
rufhed in upon him like a Flood ; but, as he
had no Means of retaining them, every Article
he wanted or wilhed for, drammed away
his Stores like the Holes in a Sieve, ’till the
Bottom became quite dry: In fhort, in this Si-
tuation the Sums, which are daily and hourly
Hluing out, are not to be replaced but by a new
War, and a new Series of Vi€ories; and thefe
itew Wars and new Victories do all enliance the
former Evils; fo that the relauve Poverty of
the Inhabitants of this warlike Cousntry becories

2 {o
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{fo much the greater, in Proportion to their Suc-
cefs in the very Means miftakenly propofed for
enriching them.

A rew indeed, excited by the {trong Inftinét
of an avaricious Temper, may gather and
fcrape up what the many are fquandering away ;
and fo the Impoverithment of the Community
may become the Enrichment of the Individual.
But it is utterly impoffible, that the great Ma-
jority of any Country can grow wealthy by that
Courfe of Life which renders them both very
- extravagant, and very idle.

To illuftrate this Train of Reafoning, let us
have recourfe to Fafts: But let the Fats be
fuch as my Opponents in this Argument would
wifh of all others to have produced on this Oc-
cafion: And as the Example of the Romans 1s
eternally quoted, from the Pamphleteer in the
Garret, to the Patriot 1n the Senate, as extremely
worthy of the Imitation of Britons, let their
Example decide the Difpute. ¢ The brave Ro-
 mans | ‘Thatglorious! That godlike People !
“ The Conquerors of the World! Who made
¢ the moft haughty Nations to fubmit! Who
¢ put the Wealthieft under Tribute,and brought
< all the Riches of the Univerfe to centre 1n the
¢ Imperial City of Rome!”

Now this People, at the Beginning of their
State, had a Territory not fo large as one of
our middling Counties, and neither healthy,

nor
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nor fertile 1n its Nature ; yet, by Means of Fru-
gality and Induftry, and under the Influence
of Agrarian Laws (which allotted from two to
fix, or eight, or perhaps ten Acres of Land to
each Family) they not only procured a com-
fortable Subfiftence, but allo " were enabled to
carty on therr petty Wars wickout Burden to
the State, or pay to the Troops; each Huf-
bandman or hittle Freeholder ferving gratis, and
providing his own Cloaths and Arms during the
fhort Time that was neceffary for him to be ab-
fent from his Cottage and Family on fuch Expe-
ditions.

BuT when their Neighbours were all fubdued,
and the Scat of War removed to more diftant
Countries, 1t became impoffible for them to
draw their Subfiftence from their own Farms;
or in other Words, to ferve aratis any longer;
and therefore they were under a Neceflity to
accept of Pay. Moreover, as they could fel-
dom vifit their little Eftates, thefe Farms were
unavpidably negleéted, and confequently were
foon difpofed of to engroffing Purchafers: And
thus it came to pals, that the Lands about Rose,
i Spite of the Aorarian Laws, and of the feveral
Revivals of thofe Laws, were monopolized
mto a few Hands by Dint of their very.
Conquefts and Succefles: And thus alfo
the Spirit of Induftry began to decline, in
Proportion as the military Genius gained

the
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the Afcendant®. A Proof of this we have in
Livy, even fo far back as the Time of their
Jaft King Targuinias Superbus : For one of the
Complaints brought agamit that Prince was
couched 1n the following Terms, That having
employed his Sokdiers in making Drains and
Common Sewers, * they thought it an high
¢ Difgrace to Warriors to be treated as Me-
<« chanics, and that the Conquerors of the
< neighbouring Nations fhould be degraded
“ into Stone-cutters and Malons,” though thefe
Works were not the Monuments of unmeaning
Folly, or the Works of Oftentation, but evi-
dently calculated for the Health of the Citizens
and the Convenience of the Public. Had he
fed forth thefe indignant Heroes to the Extirpa-

tion of fome neighbouring State, they would not
have confidered that as a Difhonour to their

Charatter.

P ey,

¢ T Liv. ib. 1. Romaros homines, viftores omnium
circa populornm, opifices ac lapicidas pro bellatoribus
fattos. 'Thus reafoned the People of Rome, as foon as ever
they began to be famous in the Charalter of Belatores and

Vidtores. And, as this Vanity is natural to Mankind, have
not the Friends of Commerce too much Caufe to fear thag
our Opifices and Lapicidas, now turned into Yifores omnium
circa Populorum, will reafon after the fame Manner? And
yet the Romans were not fo mad as to fight for Trade; they
fought only for Cohqueft and Dominion, which may be ac-
quired by fighting : But to fight for the Sake of procuring

Lrade, 15 a Species of Madnefs referved enly for Britons !

But
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BuT to procced : The Genius of Roire being
formed for War, the Romans pufhed their Con-
quefts over Nations {till more remote: Bur alas?
the Quirites, the Body of the People, were fo
far from reaping any Advantage from thefe new

Triumphs, that they generally found themfelves
to be poorer at the End of their moft elorious

Wars than before they begun them. At the
Clofe of each fuccefsful War it was cuftomarg

to divide a Part of the Lands of the vanguithed
among the veteran Soldiers, and to grant them

a Difmiffion in order to cultivate their new Ac-
quifitions. But fuch Eftates being ftill mere
diftant from the City, became in faét fo much
the lefs valuable; and the new Proprietor had
lefs Inclination than ever to forfake the Capital,
and to banifh himielf to thefe diftant Provinees.
[ For here let it be noted, that Rome was become
by this Time the Theatre of Pleafure, as well 23
the Seat of Empire; where all, who withed to
act a Part on the Stage of Ambition, Populanty,
or Politics; all who wanted to be engaged in
Scenes of Debauchery, or Intrigues of State ;
all, in fhort, who had any Thing to fpend, or
any Thing to expect, made Rome their Ren-
dezvous, and reforted chither as to a common
Mart} This being the Cafe, 1t 1s not at all fur-
prifing, that thefe late Acquilitions were de-
ferted and fold for a very Trifle; nor that the
Mafs of the Roman People were fo immerfed

1N
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in Debt, aswe find by their own Hiftorians, when
we refle@, that their military Life indifpofed
them for Agriculture or Manufattures, and that
their Notions of Conqueft and of Glory ren-
dered them extravagant, prodigal, and vain.

HowkevEeR, in this Manner they went on, con-
tinuing to extend their Vitories and their Tri-
umphs; and, after the Triumph, {ublifting for
a while by the Sale of the Lands above-men-
tioned, or by their Shares in the Divifion of the
Booty : But when thefe were fpent, as they
quickly were, then they funk into a more
wretched State of Poverty than before, eagerly
- wifhing for a new War as the only Means of re-
pairing their defperate Fortunes, and clamour-
ing againft every Perfon that would dare to ap-
pear asan Advocate for Peace: And thus they
encreafed their Sufferings, inftead of removing
them.

Ar laft they fubdued the World, as far as it
was known at that Time, or thought worth {ub-
duing ; and then both the Tribute, and the
Plunder of the Univerfe were imported into
Remey then, therefore, the Bulk of the Ihha-
brtants of that City muft have been exceedingly
wealthy, had Wealth confifted in Heaps of Gold
and Suver; and then likewife, if ever, the Blef-
fings of Victory muft have been felt had it been
capable of producing any. But alas! whatever

Riches
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Riches a few Grandees, the Leaders of Armies,
the Governors of Provinces, the Minions of the

Populace, or the Harpies of Oppreffion might
have amaffed together, the great Majority of

the People were poor and miferable beyond Ex-
preflion; and while the vain Wretches were
ftrutting with Pride, and elated with Infolence,
as the Maflers of the World, they had no other
Means of fubfifting, when Peace was made,
and their Prize-Money fpent, than to receive a
Kind of Alms in Corn from the public Grana-
ries, or to carry about their Bread Bafkets, and
beg from Door to Door. Moreover, fuch
among them as had chanced to have a Piece of
Land left unmortgaged, or fomething valuable
to pledge, found to their Sorrow, that the In-
tereft of Money (being hardly ever lefs ‘than
twelve per Cent. and frequently more) would
foon eat up their little Subftance, and reduce
them to an Equality with the reft of their illuf
trious Brother-Beggars. 'Nay, {o extremely low
was the Credit of thefe Malters of the World,
that they were trufted with the Payment of
their Intereft no longer than from Month to

Month ,—rthan which there cannot be a more
glaring Proof, both of the abjett Poverty, and
of the cheating Difpofitions of thefe heroic Ci-
tizens of Imperial Rome.

Now this being the undoubted Fa&, every
humane and benevolent Man, far from conflider-

K Ing



7 PoriTicaL and CoMMERCIAL.

ing thefe People as Objeéts worthy of 1 miItation;,
will look upon them, with a jult Abhorrence
and Indignation ; and -every wife State, con-
fulting the Good of the Whole, will take Warn-
ing by their fatal Example, and ftifle, as much
as poffible, the very Beginnings of fuch a [o-
man Spirit in 1ts Subjects.
" Tae Cafe of the ancient Romans having thus.
been confidered at large, lefs may be requifite
as to what is to follow. And therefore {uffice
it to obferve, that the Wars of Lxrepe for thefe
two hundred Years laft paft, by the Confeffion:
of all Parties, have really ended in thyggAdvan-
tage of nene, but to the manifeft Detriment of
all: Suffice it farther to remark, that had each of
the contending Powers employed their Subjects
in culuvating and improving fuch Lands as were
clear of all difputed Titles, inftead of aiming ac
more extended Poffeffions, they had confulied
both their own and their People’s Greatnefs
much more efficacioufly, than by all the Vito-
ries of a Cefar, or an Alexander

Upron the Whole, therefore, it 15 evident to:
a Demonftration, that nothing can refult from
fuch Syftems as thefe, however fpecious and
plaufible in Appearance, but Difappointment,
Want, and Beggary. For the great Laws of
Providence, and the Courfe of Nature, are
not to be reverfed or counter-acted by the feeble

Eiorts of wayward Man; nor will the Rules
of
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of found Politics ever bear a Separation from
thofe of true and genuine Morality. - Not to
mention, that the Viflors themfelves will ex-
perience 1t to their Colls fooner or later, that in
vanquifhing others, . they are only preparing a
more magnificent Tomb for their own.Interr-
ment,

In fhort, the good P1 ovidence of God
bhath, as it were, taken peculiar Pains to pre-
clude Mankind from having any plaufible Pre-
tence for purfuing either this, or any -other
Scheme of Depopulation. And the Traces of
{uch pr¥genting Endeavours, if I may fo {peak,
-are perfe@ly legible both in the natural, and in
the moral Worlds

In the natural World, our bountltul Creator
hath formed different Soils, and appointed dif-
ferent Climates; whereby the Inhabitants of
different Countries may fupply each other with
their refpective Fruits and Products; fo that by
exciung a reciprocal Induftry, they. may carry
on an Intercourfe mutually beneficial, and uni-
verfally benevolent.

Nay more, even where there 1s no -remarka-
ble Difference of Soil, or of Climates, we find
a great Difference of Talents; and if 1 may
be allowed the Expreffion, a wonderful Variety
of Strata in the human Mind. Thus, for Ex-
ample, the Alteration of Latitude between

Norwich and Manchefter, and the Variation of
K2 Soil
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Soil are not worth naming ; moreover, the Ma-
terials made Ule of in both Places, Wool, Flax,
and Silk, are juft the fame; yet fo different are
the Produltions of their refpective Looms, that
Countries, which-are thoufands of Miles apart,
could hardly exhibit a greater Contraft. Now,
had Norwich and Manchefter been the Capitals
of two neighbouring Kingdoms, inftead of Love
and Union, we fhould have heard of nothing
but Jealoufies and Wars; each would have
prognofticated, that the flourtthing State of the
one portended the Downfall of the other; each

would have had therr relpetive Complaints,
uttered in the moft doleful Accents, concerning
their own Lofs of Trade, and of the formida-
ble Progrefs of their Rivals; and, if the re-
fpective Governments were in any Degree po-
pular, each would have had a Set of Patriots
and Orators clofing their inflammatory Ha-
rangues with a delenda oft Carthago. ¢« We muft
¢t deftroy our Rivals, our Competitors, and
<« commercial Enemies, or be deftroyed by

«« them; for our Intereflls are oppofite, and
< can never coincide.”  And yet, notwithftand-
ing all thefe canting Phrafes, it is as clear as
the Meridian Sun, that in Cafe thefe Cities had
belonged to different Kingdoms (France and
England for Example) there would then have
been no more Need for either of them to have

gone to War than there is at prefent,  In fhort,
if
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if Mankind would but open their Eyes, they
might plainly fee, that there is no one Argu-
ment for inducing different Nations to fight for
the Sake of Trade, . but which would equally
oblige every County, Town, Village, nay, and
every Shop among ourfelves, to'be engaged in
civil and inteftine Wars for the fame End : Nor;
on the contrary, is there any Motive of Intereft
or Advantage that can be urged for reftraining
the Parts of the fame Government from thefe
pnnatural and foolith Contefts, but which would
conclude equally ftrong againft feparat¢ and in-
dependant Nations making War with each other
on the like Pretext.

Moreover, the Inftinct * of Curiofity, and
the Thirft of Novelty, which are fo univerfally
implanted 1n human Nature, whereby various
Nations and difterent People fo ardently wifh to
be Cuftomers to ezch other, is another Proof,
that the curious Mdnufactures of one Nation will

never want a Vent among the richer Inhabitants

* Indeed this Inftin&, like all other Inftinéts and Paflions,
ought to be put under proper Regulations, otherwife it may
do more Hurt than Good. But this Neceflity of due Re-
gulation is no more an Obje&tion againft the good Tendency
of the Inftin& itfelf, than the Rules of Temperance and
Sobriety are Objettions againft Eating and Drinking in a
moderate and reafonable Degree. The InRin& itfelf is
certainly good ; but may be mifa;;glicd :---And what may
not? The political Regulations 1t fhould be under, will be
mentioned ellewhere.

of
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of another, provided they are reafonably cheap
and good ; {o that the richer one Nation is, the
more it has to {pare, and the more it will cer-
tainly lay out on the Produce and Manu-
factures of 1ts ingenious Neighbour. Do you
object to this? Do you envy the Wealth, or
repine at the Profperity of the Nations around
you ?-~-If you do, confider what is the Confe-
quence, viz. that you wifh.to keep a Shop, but
hopé to have only Beggars for your Cuftomers.
LastLy, the good Providence of God Has
further ordained, that a Multiplication of In-
habitants 1n every Countty fhould be the beft
Means of procuring Fertility to the Ground,
and of Kunowledge and Ability to the Tiller of
it - Hence it follows, that an Increafe of Num-
bers, far from being a Reafon for going to War
in order to thin them, or for fending them out
to people remote Defarts, operates both as an
exciting Caufe to the Hufbandman to increafe
his Quantity, in Proportion to the Demand at
Market ; and alfo enables him to raife more
plentiful Crops, by the Variety and Plenty of
thofe rich Manures, which the Concourfe of
Peoplg,'théir Horfes, Cattle, {Jc. &9¢c. produce :
And it 1s remarkable, that very populous Coun-
tries are much lefs fubject to Dearth or Famines
than any otheri— So much as to thofe Stores of
Providence, which are laid up in the natural
World, and gracioufly intended for the Ulfe of

Mankind. As
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As. to the moral and political World, Pro-
vidence has fo ordained, that every Nation
may increafe in Frugality and Induftry, and
confequently in Riches*, if they pleafe;
becaufe it has given a Power to every
Nation' to make good Laws, and wife Re-
gulations, for their 1nternal Government :
And none can jufltly blame them on this Ac-
count.  Should, for Example, the :Poles,
or the Zartars grow weary .of their prefent
wretched Syftems, and refolve upon a better
Conftitution ; fhould they prefer Employment
to Sloth, Liberty to Slavery, and Trade and
Manufaltures to Theft and Robbery; fhould

they

* The Wealth of this Nation—that amazing Wealth,
which has been fo profufely fquandered away in the two Iaft
gencral and devouring Wars, 1s principally owing to the
wife Regulations of that able Minifter, Sir RoserT
WarporLe., Juftice to his Charaler, and Gratitude to his
Memory, demand this Tribute of Acknowledgement to be
paid him when dead, which was thamefully denied him
while alive.  Sed opinionum commenta delet dies!?  And the
Time is now come when his very Adverfaries frankly con-
fefs, That his Plan of Commerce was munly and rational ;
that his Endeavours 10 prevent an infatuated People from
quarrelling with their beft Cuftomers, were truly patriotical ;
and that his very Crimes were more owing to the Extremities
to which he was driven by his implacable Enemies, than
to any Malignity of hisown. When he came into Ad-
miniftration, he found the Euglifb Book -of Rates almott
as bad as any in Eurepe ; but he left it the very beft, And
werc you to compare what he did for promoting generaj
Trade, (and much more he would have done, had it not

becn
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‘he. give all poffible:Freedom and Encourage?
‘ment t0 induftrious Afrtificers, -and lay heavy
-Difcouragéments . on- Tdlenefs “and Vice, by
,Meaﬂs of ‘jtiidicibus- Taxesj and laftlyy: fhould
they. oot out all Notions of beggarly Pride; and
of the Glory of making mareding Incurfions +
—what a mighty, what a-happy Change would
foon appear in the Face of thofe Countries.!
And. what could then be faid to be wantingin
order “to.render fuch Nations truely rich and
great? . © . .. . . S

~ Peruaps fome neighbouring State (entertain-
ing a foolith Jealoufy) would take the Alarm,
that thetr Trade was in Danger. . But if they at-

-

been for the Madnefs of fome, and the Wickednefs of
others) were you but to compare what he aftually did, with
what has been done cither before or fince, in this, or any
other Country, not forgetting the Suriy’s, the CorBER TS,
and the FLeuRrYs of France, you would find that he fhone
as much above all other Minifters, as England hath ex-
ceeded the reft of the World in her late enormous Expences,
. 'The Author is in no Pain for what he has advanced on
this Head.” Truth---unbought, unpenfioned, and impar-
ttal Truth,.is his only Motive : Indeed, what other Motive
can any Man have for fpeaking well of a dead Minifter?
Nay, ‘-he-will further. add, That tho’ the Minifter was nei-
ther complimented by Corporations, nor huzza’d by Mobs ;
yet as long as the §th-of Geo: L. Cap. 15. (fee the Statute
Book) fhall remain among the Laws of this Realm, {o long
will thefe Commercial Regulations be regarded by the think-
ing and confiderate Part of ‘Mankind, as doing more frue
Honour, . than all the Gold Boxes, or honorary Freedoms
that could have been beftowed. )
tempted
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tempted to invade fiich a Kingdom, they would -
find 'to" their Coft; that an- induftrious’ State,
abounding with People and with Riches, having'
its Magazines well ftored, its: frontiér - 'Towns¥:
well fortified; the Garrifons. dily. paid;. and:the
whole Country-full of Villagesand: Encloiures;.
I fay, they would feel to theéirCoft; thae:{fuch a-
State is the ftronaeft of bl othérs, and the mioft
Y S N S . =
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‘¢ As a Cohfirmation'of the above,: it;may.be-obferved,
that this very - Country gf'*_Great-Br{mj{rf;iﬂs become much
more capable of Dg’fcnf:e againit a' foreign Invafion, than
it afed to be}  and that the pumberlefs: Enclofures, néw
Canals, and artificial Navigations, which are now forming
almoft every Day, render 1t 4 Xind of’ Fortidls from one
End to the other.: For while a few. Regiments were pofted
in Villages, or.behind Hedges, or to lipe the Banks of Ri-
vers and Canals; and whilea few Light Horle were' em-=
ployed-in harafing both:the FrontandiRear ofthe Enemy,
in, falling.on his Convoys, deftroying his Magazines;: .and
keeping him in a perpetual Alarm ;—his progréfs would be
{o retardéd, and his Forces {0 weakened, at theifame Time,
that our own wouyld be encreafing in, Strength and Numbers,

. : . ¢ i e e A L. ¥ TR .-
as would oblige him to retire without Danger fo us, but
with great fhame ‘and:Lofs to him{elf... 'Had HiRovrp ufed
» the fame Precaytion againft the Duke of Normatdy, inftead
~ of coming_to a decifive Engagement with him on his land-
ing, - the lattér muff have feturned- iri"glrii*i"ﬂiﬂ]ﬂ* perhaps
with not a feurth Part of .his Troops—if, indeed he could
have returned at all, after he had penetrated a great Way
inito the Country faF from the Refourcés of* His -Shipping,
Provifions, and:Supplies.. An Invafign of. this.Country, is
certainly a poffible. Thing, notwithfianding all; our Fleets,
and all the Vigilance of their Commarnders. ‘But the Inva-
der would nothave thesleaft Chance: of conquering the
Country, unlefs the headftrong Impaticnce of, the Englif%
to ' come to Blows, thould give him an'O‘ppbrtunity of bring-
ang the Affair to one decifpve Batthk. ' '

|3 | difficult
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difficult to be {fubdued: Not to mention that
other Potentates would naturally rife up for.its.
Defence and Prefervation 5 becanfe, indeed, 1t
would be their intereft that fuch a State as this
fhould nor be fwdllowed up. by ahother, and be-
caufe they themielves might have many Thmgs
to hope from it, and norhmg to fear.
“Bur is this Spell, this.Witchcraft, of thc
Jealoufy of Trade never to be diffolved ? And
are there no I—Tdﬁes that Mankind will récover
their Senfes-as to thefe' Things?® For of all
Abf'urdltles, that of going to War for the Sake

of gemng Trade. is the moft abfurd’; . and

nothing -in Nature can’ be o extravaaantly

foohih. - Perhaps:you czhnot dlgaﬁ this; you
den’t belreve it ;-1 grant, therefore, “that

you. fubdue: your: Rival by Forcc of Arms:
Will thae Circiitnftince . render yout Goods
cheaper at MarKet shan thcy were: before ? And
if it will"not,: nay if it tends to render them
much dearer, what have yoy got by fuch a
VI&OIy *fafk further, What will be the- Con—
dud.of, foreign.: Nasions when your Goods are
broucrht to-their Markets? They will never
gnqmre, whether you were vidtorious or not ;
but enly, whether you will fell cheaper, Or at
‘leat as chieap asothers ? Try and ee, whethet
any - Perfons, .or any Natione,. ever yet pro-
ceeded upon any other Planj -and -if they
never dld and never can be fuppofed to do fo,
" then
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theri it is evident to-a Demonftration, that Trade
will always follow Cheapnefs, and not Conquett.
Nay, confider.how it is with yourfelves at Home :
Do Heroes and Bruifers get more Cuftomers to
their Shops becawfe they are Heroes and
Bruifers ? Or, would not you yourfelf rather
deal with a feeble Perfon, who will ufe you well,
than with a Brather-Hero, fhould he.demand a
higher Price ¢

Now all thefe Fa@s are.fo very notorious,
that none can difpute the Truth of them. And
throughout the Hiftories of all Countries, and
of all Ages, there is not a fingle Example to
- the contrary.  Judge, therefore, from what has
been faid, whether any one Advantage can be
obrained to Society, even by the moft fuccefsful
Wars, that may-not be incomparably greater,
and more ealily procured, by the Arts of Peace.

As .to 'thofe who are always clamouring for
War, and founding the Alarm to Battle, let
us confider who they are, and what are their
Motives ; and .then. it will be no difficult Mat-
ter to determine concerning the Deference that
ought to be paid to their Opinions, and the
Merit of their patriotic Zeal.

1. Tre firlt on the Lift here in Britain (for

different Countries have different Sorts of
Firebrands) 1 fay the firft here in Britain is
the Mock-Patriot and furious Anti-‘.ourticr:

ile, good Man, always begins with Schemes
L2 of
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of Oeconomy, -and 1s a:zealous Promoter of
national ‘Frugality*, He loudly declaims
againft even a {mall, annual, . parliamentary
Army, both on Account.of its Expence, and
its Danger; and, pretends to be ftruck with a
Panic at-every Red-Coat that he {fees. By per-
{evering in-thefe laudable Endeavours, and by
fowing the-Seeds of Jealoufy and Diftruft among
the Ignorant and Unwary, he prevents {uch a
Number of Forces, by Sea and Land, from
being kept up, as are prudently neceffary for
tne common Safety of the Kingdom : This is
one Step gained. In the next Place, after hav-
ing thrown out fuch a tempting Bait for Fo-
reigners to catch at, on any trifling Affront he
15 all on Fire; his Breaft beats high with the
Love of his Country, and his Soul breathes
Vengeance agamft the Foes of Britain ; Every
popular Topic, and every inflammatory Ha-
rangue s immediately put into Rehearfal; and,
O LiserTy ! O my Country ! is the continual
Theme. The Fire then fpreads; the Souls of

"_'——-—-_ﬂ-—-l-“_d

* All the Speeches and all the Pamphlets poured forth
againft Standing Armies during the Adminiftration of Sir
RoserT WaLpoLe, werelevelled at 2 Number of Troops
fo fmall that their higheft Complement. did not exceed
20,000 Men. Yet thefe were reprefented as very formida-
ble to the Conftitution by their Numbers ; and more for-
midable ftill by that vaft Acceflion of Power, which accrued
to the Crown from the Difpofal of fuch a Multitude of
Places.——How are the Times altered fince !

the
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the noble Britons are enkindled at it ; and Ven-
geance and War are immediately refolved upon.
Then the Miniftry are all in a Hurry; new
Levies are half-formed, and half-difciplined :
---Squadrons at Sea are half-manned, and
the Officers mere Novices in their Bufinefs.

In fhort, Ignorance, Unfkilfulnefs, and Con-
fulion, are unavmdable for a Time; the necef-

fary Confequence of which is fome Defeat re-
received, fome Stain or Difhonour caft upon the
Arms of Britain. Then the long-withed for
Opportunity comes at lait; the Patriot roars, the
Populace clamour and addrefs, the Mmiftry
tremble, and the Adminiftration finks. The mi-
nifterial Throne now being vacant, the Patriot

triumphantly afcends it, adopts thofe Meafures
he had formerly condemned, reaps the Benefit
of the Preparations and Plans of his Predeceflor,
and, in the natural Courfe of Things, very
probably gains fome Advantages ; this reftores
the Credit of the Arms of Britain: Now the
Lion is roufed, and now 1s the Time for crufh- -
ing.our Enemies, that they may never be able
to rife again. This is Pretexr enough; and
thus the Nation is plunged into an Expence ten
Times as great, and madeto raife Forces twenty
Times as numerous, as were ‘complained of
before. ¢ However, being now vitorious,
¢ let us follow the Blow and .manfully go on,
«¢ and lec neither Expence of Blood nor of Trea-

“ {ure
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« fure be at all regarded; for another Cam-
« paign will undoubtedly bring the. Enemy to
< {ybmit to our own Terms, and 1t 15 imipaflible
< that they fhould fland out any longer.” Well,
another Campaign 1s fought,-- and another,—
and another,—and another, and yet the Enemy
holds out; nor is the Carte blanche making any
Progrefs in its Journey into Brifain. A Peace
at lalt is made : the Terms of it are unpopular.
Schemes of exceflive (Economy are called for
by a new Set of Patriots; and the {fame Arts
are played off to dethrone the reigning Minifter,
which he had practifed to dethrone his Prede-
ceflor. And thus the patriotic Farce goes round

and round; but generally ends 1n a real and
bloody Tragedy to our Country and to Man-
kind.

2. TuE next in this Lift 1s the hungry Pam-
phleteer, who writes for Bread. 'The Miniftry
will not retain him on their Side, therefore he

muft write againft them, and do as much Mif-
chief as he can 1n order to be bought off. At
the worft, a Pillory, or a Profecution is 2 never-
failing Remedy againft a political Author’s
ftarving ; nay, perhaps 1t may get him a Pen-
fion or a Place at laft: In the Interim, the Pro-
vince of this Creature 1s to be 2 Kind of Jackall
to the Patriot-Liony for he beats the Foreft,

and firft ftarts the Game; he explores the reign-
ing Humour and Whim of the Populace, and

by
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by frequent Trals difcovers the Part where the
Miniftry are moft vulnerable, But above. all,
he never falls to put the Mob in Mind, of what
indeed they beljeved before, that Politics js a
Subject which every one underftands,—-except
the Miniftry ; and that nothing is {o eafy as to
bring the King of France tofue for Peace on his
Knees at the Bar of a Britifh, Houfe of Com-
mons, were {fuch —— and fuch — at the Helm,
as honeft and uncorrupr .as they -ought to be.
“ But alas! What fhall we fay ! French Gold
“ will find an Admiffion every where; and whir
“ can we expect, when the very Perfons, who
“ ought to have fayed us, have fold their
«« Country?”  This -is delightful; ,4nd this,
with the old Stories-of Agincourt and Creffy, re-
gales, nay Intoxicates, the'Mob, and infpires
them wich an Enthuliafm bordering upon.Mad-
nefs. The fame Ideas return ; ‘the former Bat-
tles are fought over again ; and we have. already
taken Pofleflion of the Gates of Parss.in' the
Warmth of a frantic Imagination: Though it
15 certain, that even were this Circumftance ever
to happen, we ourfelves thould be the greateft
Lofers ; for'the Conqueft of France by England,
in the Event.of Things, would come to tht farhe
Point as the Conquelt--of. Zngland by France;
becaufe -the Seat of Empire.-would -be trans-
ferred: to the greater Kingdom, and the lefler
would be made a Province to 1t, — [The phi-

lofophic
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lofophic Dr. Frankrin adopts the fame Idea
in regard to the prefent Conteft between North-
America and Great-Brituin. He fuppofes, agree-
ably to the Newtonian Philofophy, that there is
a mutual - Attraction and Gravitation between
thefe two Countries; but neverthelefs, that the
Powers of Gravitation and Attraction ‘being fo
much ftrongeér in the vaft Continent of North-
America, than n the hittle Spot'of Great-Britain,
it therefore follows, that the former will fwal-

low up, or ablorb the latter, and not vice ‘verﬁ:
The prefent aftonifhing Emigrations from Grear-

Britain and + Ireland fﬁem to confirm the ‘Hy-
pothefis of this eminent Philofopher- but too
well: And it were greatly to be w:fhed, > that
thie magical Spell, which is made to chain this
our Ifland to thofé immenie Regions, 'were dlf-

{olved ’e’re 1t be too late. ] AT
‘3. Near a-kin to this Man,- is :that ether
Morfter of modern Times, who is perpetually
declaiming again{t a Peace; viz. the Broker, and
the Gambler of Change-alley. Letters from
the Hague, wrote in a Garret at Flome for' Half
a Gumca ,— the firft News of a Battle fought (1e
matters not how: improbable) with:a Lt of
the Slain and Prifoners,. their Cannon; €olouts,
&e. Great Firings heard at Sea between Squa-
dronis not yet out of Port ;---a Town taken be-
fore the Enemy was near it;—an intercepted
Letter that acver was wrote ;---or, in thort, any
Thing
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Thing elfe that will elate or deprefs the Minds
of the undilcerning Multitude, ferves the Pur-
pole of the Bear or the Bull to {ink or raife the
Price of Stocks, according as he wifhes either
to buy or fell. And by thefe vile Means
the Wretch, who perhaps the other Day came up
t6 Londen in the Waggon to be an Under-Clerk
or a Meflage Boy 1na Warehouie acquires fuch
a Fortune as fets him on a Par with the greateft
Nobles of the Land. _

4. Tue News-writers are a fourth Species of
political Firebrands : A Species which abounds
in this Country more than in any other;
for as Men are in this Kingdom allowed grearer
Liberties to fay, or write what they pleafe;
fo likewife is the Abufe of that Blefling carried
toa higher Pitch.  In fadt thefe People may be
truly {aid to trade i Blood: For a War is their
Harveft; and a Gazette Extaordinary produces
a4 Crop of an hundred Fold: How then can it
be [uppofed, that they can ever become the
Friends of Peace? And how can you expelt
that any Minifters can be their FFavourites, but
the Minifters of War? Yet thefe are the Men
who may be trely faid to govern the Minds of
the good People of Aiugland, and to turn their
Affe@ions whitherfoever they pleafe ; who can
render any Scheme unpopuiar which they diflike,
and whofe Approbation, or Difapprobation, are
regarded by Thoufands, and almoit by Millions,

M as
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as the Standard of Right or Wrong, of Trutli:
or Falthood: For it is a Fact, an indifputable
Faét, that this Country is ag much News mad,
and News-ridden now, as ever it was Popery-

mad, and Prieft-ridden, in the Days of our Fore-
fathers.

&. Tue Jobbers and Contractors of all Kinds
and of all Degrees for our Fleets and Armies ;---
the. Clerks and Pay-Mafters in the feveral De-
partments belonging to War ;---and every other
Agent, who has the fingering of the public
Money, may be faid to conftitute a diftinét
Brood of Vultures, who, prey upon their own
Species, and fatten on human Gore. It
would be endlefs to recount the various Arts
and Seratagems by which thefe Devourers
have amalled to themfelves aftonifhing. Riches,
from very flender Beginnings, through the
Conunuance and Extent of the War: Confe-
quently, as long as any Profpet could remain
of Iqueezing lomewhat more out of the Pockets
of an exhauited, butinfatuated People; fo long
the American. War-hoop would be the Cry of
thefe mmnuman Savages; and fo lons would
they ftart and invgnt Obpections, to every Pro-
pofition that could be made for the reftoring
Peace,---becaufe Government Bills would yer
bear fome Price in the Alley, and Omiinm. and
Serip. would fhil} fell av Market. -
6 Many
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6. Maxy of the Dealers ir Ex’f:fqrts and In-
ports, and feveral of ehe Traders int the Coloties,
are too often found to be affiftant in promioting
the Cry for every new War, and, when War
is undertaken, in preventing any Overtures to-
watds a Peace. You-do nof fathom the Depth
of this Policy ? you dre not ableto compre-
hend it. Alas! it is but two ealily é}éplaih'éﬂ;
and when explained, but too well praved from
Experience. ‘The general Intereft of T'rade, and
the Intereft of particular Tradets, ave very
diftin€ Thihgs; nay, are very often qtite op-
pofite to each other. The Intereft of genéral
Trade arifes from general Induftty ; _and thére-
fore tan only be promoted by the Arts of Peace::
But the Misfortute 1s, that during 4 Peace the
Prices of Goods feldom Auctuate, and there are
few ot rio Oppottunities of getting fuddenly
hph A Wat, on the contrary, unféttles all
Things, and opens a wide Field for Speculation ;
theretore a lucky Hit, or the engroffing a Com-
madity, when there is but little at Market,---2
rich Capture,---or 2 Stuggling, | thould rather
fay "4 traiterous, Intercourfe wich-the Enemy,
fotetimes by Bribes to Governors and Cflicers,
and fomeumes throuo'h other Channels ;-=or
per haps the I—Iopes of coming in for a Share in
a lucrative Job, of a pubhc Contra@: Thefe,

and many fuch like hotable Expedients are che-
rificd by the Warmth of War like Plants in a

M 2 Hot-
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Hot bed ; but they are chilled by the cold lan-
guid Circulation of peaceful Induftry.

Tuis being the Cafe, the warlike Zeal of
thefe Men, -and their Declamations againit all
reconciliatory Meafures, are but too eafily ac-
counted for; and while the dulcis odor lucris the
governing Principle of Trade, what other Con-
duét are you to expect ?

But what if the Men of landed Property,
and the numerous Band of Eng/jfh Artificers and
Manufatturers, who conftitute, bevond all
Doubt, the great Body of the Kingdom, and
whofe real Interefts muft be on the Side of Peace;
what if they fhould not be fo military 1n their
Dif, poﬁtibns as thefe Gentlemen would wifh they
were ? Why then all Ares muft be ufed, and 1n-
defatigable Pains be taken to perfuade them,
that thls particular War is calculated for their
Benefit; and that the Conquett of fuch, or fuch
a Place would infallibly redound both to the
Advantage of the landed Interefts, and the Im-
provement and Extenfion of Manufacures.
“ Should (for Example) the Englifl once be-

« come the Mafters of Canada, the Importati-
« on of Siins and Beavers, and the Manufac-

« ture of fine Hats, would extend prodigioufly
¢« Every Man might afford to wear a Beaver Hat
<« if he pleafed, and every Woman be deco-
« rated in the richeft Furs; in return for which
“ our coarfe Woollens would find fucha Vent

¢ throughout
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#¢ throughout thofe immenfe Northern Regions

¢ as would make ample Satisfattion for all our
« Expences.” Well, Canada is taken, and is
now all our own: But what is the Confequence
after a Trial of {fome Years’ Pofleflion? Let
thofe declare who can, and as they were before
fo lavith in their Promifes, let them at laft prove
their Affertions, by appealing to Faét and Ex-
perience.. Alas! they cannot do it: Nay, fo
far from it, that Beaver, and Furs, and Hats
are dearer than ever: And all the Woollens,
which have been confumed in thofe Countries
by the Native Inhabitants, do hardly amount to
a greater Quantity than thofe very Soldiers and
Satlors would have worn and confumed, who
were loft in the. taking, defending, and garrifon-
ing of thofe Countries. -

« However, If Canada did not anfwer our

« fanguine Expectations, fure we are, ' that
« the Sugar Countries would make Amends for
¢ all: And, therefore, if the important Iflands
*¢ of Guadaloupe and -Martinico were to be {ub-
* dued, then Sugars and Coffee, and Chocolate,
¢ and Indigo, and Cotton, &J¢. {5¢. "would be-
«“ come as cheap as we could with ; and both the
« Country Gentleman and the Manufa@urer
¢« would find. their Account in {uch Conquets
« a5 thefe.” Well, Guadaloupe and Martinico
are both taken, and many other Iflands befides

are
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are-added-to our Empire; whofe Produce 1s. the
very fame wich theirs.  Yet, what Elegance of

Life, or what Ingredient for, Manufacture, 13
thereby .become the cheaper ? And which.of all
thefe Things can'be purchafed at a lower Rate,
at prefent than-before:the War ?---INot one can
be named. On the contrary, the Man: of
landed Property can tell but too circum{tantially,
that Taxes are rifen- hlgher thah ever,---that the
Tntereft of Money is greatet ;--that every addi-
tional Looad of Natignal Debt 1s 2 new Mort-
gage on his exhaufted and 1mpoverifhed Eftate;
—and that, if he happens to be a Member of
Parliament; he runs the Rifque of béing bought
out. of his Family Borough, by. fomc upﬁart
Gambler, Jobber, or Contractor. - .

THE Englifh Manufa&urer, hkcwﬂ'e, bnth
fees and fecls, that .every foreign Matetidl; of
Ufe in his Trade j3 grown much dearéry---that
all Hands are become extremely fearce,—their
Waaes prodlglouﬂv raifed,—the (oods,:, of
courle, badly and fcaqdalouﬂy manufactured,---
and yet cannot be afforded at the fame Price as

heretofore,- --that, therefore, the Sale of Englif

Manufactures has greatly decreafed in foreign
Countries fince the Commencement of War;
---and what 1s worfe than all; that our own Co-
lonies, for whofe Sakes the War was faid to be
undcrtaken, do buy Goods in Hollard, in

Jtaly,
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Ttaly, and Hamburgh, or any other Market where:
they can buy them cheapeft, withgut re-
garding the Intereft of the Mother-Country,
when found te be repugnant to their own. Al

thefe Things, 1 fay, the Euglii Manufacturer
both fees and feels: And 15 not this enough ?
Or muft he carry his Complaifance ftill far-
ther, and never be a Friend to Peace *ill it be-
comes the Intereft of the Trader to befriend
it likewife ? Surely, furely, this is rather too
much to be expefted. In one Word, and to re-
turn to the Point from which we fet out, the In-
tereft of the Trader, and the Intereft of the King-
dom, are two very diftinét Things; becaule
the one may, and often doth, get rich by that
Courfe of Trade, which would bring Ruin and
Defolation on the other.

7. Tus Land and Sea Officers are, of couife,
the invariable Advocates for War, Indeed it is
their Trade, their Bread, and the fure Way to
get Promotion; therefore no other Language
can be expefted from them: And yet, to do

them Juitice; of all the Adverfaries of Peace,
they are the faireft and moft open 1n their Pro-
ceedings; they ufe no Art or Colouring, and
as you know their Motive, you muft allow for it
accordingly. Nay, whether from a Principle
of Honour natural to their Profeffion, or from
what other Caufe I know not; but fo it is, that

| . they
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they very frankly difcover the bafe and difin-
genuous Artifices of other Men.  And the Au-
thor of thefe Sheets owes much of his Intelli-
gence to feveral Gentlemen of this Profeffion,
who were Eye and Ear-witnefles of the Facts re-

lated.
Bur after all, What have I been doing ? and

Low can I hope for Profelytes by this Kind of
Writing ?---It 1s true, in regard to the Points
attempted to be proved, I have certainly proved
that, « Neither Princes nor People can be
¢ Gainers by the moft fuccefstul Wars :---
« Trade 1 particular, will make 1ts Way
« to the Country where Goods are manu-
« factured the beft and cheapelt :---But con-
« quering Nations neitker manufaCture well
« nor cheap:---And confequently muft fink
« in Trade in Proportion as they extend in
« Conqueft,” Thefe Things are now incon-
teftibly clear, if any Thing ever was fo.
But, alas! Who will thank me for fuch
Leflons as thele? The feven Claffes of Men

juft enumerated certainly will not; and as

to the Mob, the blood thirfty Mob, no Ar-
guments, and no Demonftrations whatever,

can perfuade them to withdraw their Vene-
ration from theirr gnim Idol, the God of
Slaughter.  On the contrary, to knock 2
Man on the Head is to take from him his
All at once. This 1s a compendious Way,

and
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and this they underftand. But to excite that
Man (whom perhaps they have long called
their Enemy) to .greater Induftry -and So-
briety, to confider him as a Cuftomer to
them, and themielves as Cuftomers to him,
fo that the richer both are, the better it
may be for cach other; and, in fhort, to

promote a mutual Trade to mutual Benefit:
This is a Kind of Reafoning, as unintelli-

gible to their Comprehenfions, as the Anti-

podes themfelves.

Some few perhaps, a very few indeed,
may be ftruck with the Force of thefe
Truths, and yield their Minds to Conviétion
---Pofibly in a long Courle of Time their
Numbers may encreafe ;---and pofibly, at laft,
the Tide may Turnj---fo that our Pofterity
may regard the prefent Madnefs of going to
War for the Sake of Trade, Riches, or Do-
minion, with the fame Eye of Aftonifhment
and Pity, that we do the Madnefs of our
Forefathers in fighting under the Banner of
the peaceful Crofs to recover the Holy Land.
This ftrange Phrenzy raged throughout all
Orders and Degrees of Men for feveral Cen-
turies ; and was cured at laft more by the
dear-bought Experience of repeated Lofics
and continual Difappointments, than by any
good Effelts which cool Reafon and Re-

N fletion,
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fletion could have upon the rational Fa-
culties "6f Mankind. May the like dear-
~ bought Experience prevail at laft in the pre-
fent Cidfe!

TRACT



Letterfrom a Merchant in London

TO HIS

NEPHEW in 4MERIC A.

Dear Cousin,

i UR Letters gave me tormerly no
' {mall Pleafure, becaufe they feemed to

&t have proceeded: from a good Heart,
- guided by an Underftandiog-more.en-

lightened than is ufually found among young
Men: And the honeft Indlgnampn you exPrels
againft thole Artifices and F rauds, thofe Rob-
beries and Infults, which loft us the Hearts and

N 2 AE&&]O{IS
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Affe@tions of the Indians, is particularly to be
commended ; for thefe were the Things, as you
Juitly oblerved, which involved us in the moft-
bloody and expenfive War that ever was known;
and thefe, by being repeated, will ftimulate the
poor injured Savages to redrefs their Wrongs,
and reraliate the Injury as foon as they can, by
fome Means or other. ; You did there forc ex-
ceedmnly right, in mﬂmfeﬁmg the utmoft Ab-
horrence and Deteftation of all fuch Practices.

But of late I cannot fay, that I receive the
fame Saustation from your Correfpondence:
You, and yourCountrymen, certainly are difcon-
tented to a great Degree; but whether your Dif-
content artfes from a Defire of Change, and of
making Innovations in your Form of Govern-
ment, or from a miftaken WNotion, that we are
making Innovations in 1t; 1s hard to fay.

Give me Leave, therefore, to expoftulate
with you, on this ftrange Alreration in your
Conduct. You indeed talk loudly ot Chains,

and exclaim vehemently agamft Slavery :---
But {urely you.do not {ufpeét, that I can enter-
tain the moft diftant Wifh of making any Man
a Slave, much lefs my own Brother’s Son, and
my next of Kin.---So far from it, that whether
"I can make you a Convert to my Way of think-
ing or not, 1 fhall ftill alt by-you as my neareft
Relation; being always defirous of allowing
that Laberty to others, which 1 hope ever to en-

Joy
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joy mylelf,—of letting every Man fee with
his own Eyes, and act according to his own
Judgment :---This I fay, I would willingly in-
dulge every Man in, as far as ever is confiftent
with good Government, and the public Safety.
For indeed Governments there muft be of fome
Kind or other; and Peace and Subordination
are to be preferved; otherwiie, there would be
no fuch Thing as true Liberty fubfifting in the
World. | .

In Purfuance therefore of this rational Plan
of Liberty, give me Leave to alk you, young
Man, What is 1t you mean by repeating to me
fo oftenin every Letter, The Spirit of the Confii-
tution? 1 own, 1 do not much approve of this
Phrafe, becaufe its Meaning 1sfo vague and in-
determinate; and becaufe 1t may be made to
ferve all Purpofes alike, good or bad. And
indeed 1t has been my conitant Remark, That
when Men were at a Lofs for folid Arguments
and Matters of Fact, in their political Difputes,
they then had Recourfe to the Spirit of the Con-
fticution as to their laft Shift, and the only
Thing they had to fay. An American, for Ex-
ample, now infifts, That according to the Spiric
of the Englyh Conftitution, he ought not to be
taxed without his own Conient, given cicher by
himfelf, or by a Reprefentative in Parliament
chofen by himfelf. Why ought he not ! And
doth the Conftitution fay in fo many Words,

that
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that he ought not ? Or doth it fay, That every
Man either hath, or ought to have, or was in-
tended to have a Vote for a Member of Parlia-
ment? No, by no Means: The Conititution
fays no fuch Thing.—DBur the Spirit of 1t doth ;

and that is as good, perhaps better.— Very well ;
See then how the fame Spirit will prefently-wheel
about, and affert a Doétrine quite repugnant to
the Claims and Pofitions of you diwericans.
Magna Charta, for Example, 15 the great Foun.
dation of Englift Liberues, and the Bafis of the
Englith Conftitution. But by the Spint of
Magna Charta, all Taxes {nid on by Parliament
are conffitutional, legal Taxes; and Taxes railed
by the Prerogative of the Crown, without the
Confent of the Parliament, are #/legal.  Now re-
member, young Man, that the late Tax of Du-
ties upon Stamps was laid on by Parliament ;
and therefore, according to your own Way of
reafoning, mult have been a regalar, conftitu-
tional, legal Tax. Nay more, the principal find
and Intention of Magna Charta, as far as Tax-
ation is concerned, was to aflert the Authority
and Jurildiion of the three Eftates of the
Kingdom, in Oppofition to the fole Prerogative
of the King: So that if you will now plead the
Spirit of Megie Charta againft the Juri{diftion
of Patliament, you will plead Muagia Charta
againft itclt,

Leaving
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Leaving therefore all thefe fhifting, unftable
Topics, which, like changeable Silks, exhibit
different Colours, according as they are viewed
in different Lights ; let us.from the §pirit of the
Conftisution, come to the Conftitution .izflf.
For this 'is a plain, obvious Matter of Fa&;
and Matters of Faé are {aid to be ftubborn
Things. Now the firft Emigrants, who fetrled
in, America, were certanly Englifh Subjedts,--.-
fubject to the Laws and Jurifdi€tion of Parlia-
ment, and confequently to parliamentary Taxes,
before their Emigration; and therefore fubjed
afterwards, unlets fome -legal, conftitutional
Exemption can be produced.
Now this 1s the Queftion, and the fole

Queftion between you and me, reduced to a
plain,-fimple Matter of Faét, Is there therefore

-apy fuch Exemption as here pretended ? And
if you have. 1t, why do you nat produce it ?---
“ The King, you {ay, hath granted Charters of
«« Exemption to the American Colonies.,” This
is now coming to the Pomt; and this will bring
- the Dupute to a fhort Iffue. Let us therefore
firlt enquire, Whether he could legally and- con-
ftitutionally grant you fuch a Charter? And
fecondly,- Whether he did ever {o much as at-
tempt to doit 2 And whether any fuch Charters
are upon-Record ¢

Now, .upon.the firflt fetthing an Esnglifl Co-
lony, and before ever vou, Awmericains, could

hav
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have chofen any Reprefentatives, and therefore
before any Aflembly of fuch Reprefentatives
could have poffibly met,---to whofe Laws, and

to what legiflative Power were you then fubject?
To the Englifh moft undoubtedly; for you could

have been fubject to no other. You were
Englifhmenyourfelves; and you carried the Engliff
Government, and an Englifh Charter over along
with you. This being the Cale, were you not
then in the {ame Condition, as to Cortftitutional
Rights and Liberties, with the reft of your
Fellow-{ubjelts, who remained in England ?
Certainly you were. I moft cordally agree,
that you ought not te have been placed in a
worfe ; and {urely you had no Right to expett
a better.  Suppole, therctore, that the Crowh
had been fo 1ll advifed, as to have granted a
Charter to any City or County here in England,
pretending to exempt them from the Power
and Jurifdi€tion of an Exnglifh Parliament;---
what would the Judges? what would the
Lawyers ? nay, what would you Americans have
faid to it? Apply this now to your own Cafe s
for furely you canaot wifh to have it put upon
a fairer Footing; try, therefore, and fee, and
then tell me; is it poffible for you te believe,
that the King has a Power velfted in him by:the
Conftitution of dividing his Kingdom-into{eveial
independant States, and petty Kingdoms, like
the [Jeptarchy in the Times of the Saxons ¢ Or

calr
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can you really imagine, that he could crumble
the parhamentary Authority and Jurifdition,
were he fo minded, nto Bits and Fragments, by

afligning one Parliament to one City or County,
another to another, and fo on? Is it poffible, I

fay, for you to believe an Abfurdity fo grofs and
olaring ¢ And yet grofs and palpable as this Ab-
furdity is, you muft either believe it, or adopt a
ftill greater, viz. that, though the King cannot
do thefe ftrange Things in Euglend, yet he can
do them all in America; becaufe the Royal
Prerogative; like Wire coiled up in a Box, can
be ftretchedand drawn out toalmoft any Length,
according to the Diftance and Extent of his

Dominions. Good Heavens! what a fudden
Alterauon is this! An dmerican pleading for
the Extenlion of the Prerogative of the Crown ?

Yes, if it could make for his Caufe; and for
extending it too beyond all the Bounds of Law,
of Reafon, and of Common Senfe!

But though [ have for Argument’s Sake, and
merely to confute you in your own Way, here
fuppoled, that the Crown had been fo ill-advifed,
as to grant Charters to the Colonies fo uncon-
ftitutional and illegal, asthefe undoubtedly muft
have been ;---yet the Faét itfelf is far otherwife™®;

O for

* Qur former Princes claimed a Right, and frequently
excrciled the Power of levying ‘Taxes, without the Confent
of
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for no fuch Charters were ever granted. Nay,
many of your Colony Charters aliert quite the
contraty, by containing exprefs Refervations of
Parliamentary Rights, particularly that great
one of levying Taxes. And thole Charters
which do not make fuch Provifoes in exprefs

Terms, muft be fuppofed virtualiy to imply
them: becaufe the Law and Conftitution will

not allow, that the King can do more either at

home or abroad, by the Prerogative Royal, than

the Law and Conftitution authorize him to do.
However, if you are {till doubtful, and if you

would with to have a Confirmation of this Argu-
ment by fome plain Fa&, fome firiking Proof,

and vifible Example, 1 will give you one ;- and
{fuch an one too, as fhall convince you, if any
thing can, of the Folly and Ablurdity of your
Pofitions : The City of London, tor Initance,---
a Body Politic as refpectable, without Ofience,

of Parliament. Butupon fettling the Colonies, this fuppofed
Right, which coft Charles I. his Crown, and his Life, was
nct infifted on in any of the Charters, and was exprefsly
eiven up in that which was granted to Lord Baltimore for
Mm:yfmzd Now tinis Claufe, which is nothing more:than

th: Renunciation of ofylete Prerogative, 1s quoted 1n our
Nev:fpapers, as if 1t was a Renunciation of the Rights of

Parliament to raile T'axes, Whereas the I\mg i that
Charter ﬂlpul ated only for bimfelf, bis Heirs, and Succeffors,
not to ralie Taxes by Virtue of the Prerogative Royal;
which ceriainly he mightdo, and which was very proper to
be de.ne for the Encouragement and Security of a new Co-
fony. but he could not ftipulate for the Parliament 3 and
indeed ke did not attempt to do it.

as
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as the greateft of your Colonies, with Regard to
Property, and {uperior to many of them with
refpect to Numbers s---this grear:City, I fay, the
Metropolis of the whole Britifi Empire, hath
long enjoyed, before the Colonies were ever
thought of, the threefold Power of Jurifdiétion,
Legiflation, and Taxation in certain Cafes: But
no Man in his Senfes ever yet{uppoled, that the
City of London either was, or could be exempted
by thefe Charters from Parliamentary Jurifdic-
tion, or Parliamentary Taxes; and if any Ci-
tizen fhould plead the Charters in Bar to Parlia-
mentary Authority, or refule to pay his Quota
of the Land Tax, becaufe that Tax 1s not laid
on by an Aét of the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen,
and Common-Council ;---1 do not fay, indeed,
that the Judges would commit him to Newgate;
---but T do verilv believe, that they would order
him to another Place of Confinement, much
fitter-for a Perfon in his-unhappy Situation.

AND -now, my good Friend,  what can you
fay to thefe Things?---The only Thing which
you ought to {ay is, that you did not fee the
Affair in 1ts true Light before; and that you
are fincerely forry for having been fo pofitive in
a wrong Caufe. Confuted moft undoubtedly
you are beyond the Poflibility of a Reply, as
far as the Law and Conflitution of the Realm
are concerned in this Queftion. But indeed 1t
feems to me by certain Paffages in your Letters,

O2 tha
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that, thouiglt you raife a terrible Outcry againft
the fuppofed Violation of your Charters; you
yourfelf would not reft the Ments of your Caufe
upon the Proof of fuch a Violation; and that
you would rather drop that Point, than attempt
to juitify the Charge 1f called upon to do 1.
WauaT then is 1t, which you have next to
offer? Oh! ¢« The Unreafonablenels! the In-

« juftice! and the Cruelty of taxing a free Peo-
« ple, without permitting them to have Repre-

« fentatives of their own to an{wer for them,
“ and to meintam their fundamental Rights and
¢ Privileges !”

Strance, that you did not dicover thefe
bad Things before! Strange, that though the
Britifh Parliament has been, from the Begin~
ning, thus unreafoneble, thus unsuft, and cruel to-
wards you, by levying Taxes on many Com-
modities-outwards’ and nwards,---nay, by lay-
ing an internal Tax, the Poft-Tax for Example,
-on the whole Britifh Empire in Aiterica 5---and,
what 1s ftill ‘worle, by making Lawsito affeét
your Property,---your Paper Currency, and
even to take ‘away Life itfelf, if you offend
againft them :---Strange and -unaccountable, I
fay, that after you had fuftered this fo long, you
fhould not have been able to:have difcovered,
that you were without Reprelentatives in the
:Britifi-Parliament, of your own eléfting, *till this
enhghtening Taxupon'Paperopened:your Eyes!

And
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And what a Pity is it, that you have been Slaves
for fo many Generations, and yet drd notknow
that you were Slaves until now.

Bur let that pafs, my dear Cnuﬁn forI
atways-<choofe to confute you in your own Way,
Now, if you mean any Thing at all by thr
Words unreafonable, unjuft, and cruel, as ufed
in this Difpute; you muft mean, that the
Mother Country deals worle by you, than by
the Inhabitants of Grest-Britamn; and that the
dentes certain Conftituttonal Rights and Privi-
leges to you abroad, which we enjoy here at
home. Now pray what are thefe conftitutiona]
Rights and Liberties, which are refufed to you ?
Name them, f you can. The Things which
you pretend to alledge are, ** The Rights of
« yoting for Members of the Britifh Parliament;
« and the Liberty of chufing your own Repre-
« {entatives.” Buat {urely you will not dare to
fay, that we refufe your Votes, when you come
hither to offer them, and choofe to poll: You
cannot ‘have the Face to affert, that on an Elec-
tion Day any Difference 1s-put between the Vote
of a Man bornin Awmcrica, and of one born
here in England. Yetvthis:you mutt affert, and
prove too, before you canfay any thing to-the
nrefent ‘Purpofe. Suppofe therefore, that an
American hath.acquired a Vote (as he legally
may, and many have done) in any of our
Cicies or Gounties, Towns, -or Boroughs; fup-

pole,
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pofe, that he is become 2 Freeman, or a Free-
holder here ‘in Eugland;---on that State of the
Cafe, prove if you can, that his Vote was ever
refufed, becaufe he was born in dwerica :---Prove
this, I fay, and then I will allow, that your Com-
plaints are very juflt; and that you are indeed
the much injured, the cruelly treated People,
you would make the World believe.

Bur, my good Friend, is this fuppofed Re-
fufal the real Caufe of your Complaint ? s this
the Grievance thart calls {o loudly for Redrefs ?
Oh! no, you have no Complaint of this Sort
to make : But the Caufe of your Complaint is
this; that you live at too great a Diftance from
the Mother Country to be prefent at our Englifk
EleCtions, and that in Confequence of this
Diftance, the Freedom of our Towns, or the
Freeholds in our Counties, as far as voting is
concerned, are not worth attending to. It may

befo; but pray confider, if you yourfelves do
choofe to make it inconvenient for you to come

and vote, by retiring into diftant Countries,---
what 1s that to us? And why are we to -be re-
proached for committing a ¢ Violation on the
¢ Birth-rights of Euglifhinen, which, if it be a
¢ Violation, is committed only by yourfelves

It feems, you find it to be your particular In-
tereft to live in the Colonies ; it feems, that

you prefer the Emoluments of refiding there to
your Capacity, or Capability (take which Word

you
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you pleafe) of refiding and voting here. - Now
this 1s your own free Choice ; . and we leave you
at full Liberty to act as you think proper : ‘But
then, are we obliged to alter our Policical Syf-
temn merely to accord with your Convenience ?
Are we to change and new model ourifixed and
ancient Conftitution, Juft as you fhall fee fit to
command us? and sccording as it fhall pleafe
you to remove from Place to Place? And is
this - the Complaifance, which you expett the

Mother Country: fhould fhew-f-*‘*to her dutifud
Children ? ’i"es, tt is; and you demand it too
with a loud Vaice, full of Anger, of Dehance,

and Denunciation.

However, the Lion is not always fo fierce as
he 1s painted; and ’till we are beaten into 2
Comphance, it is to be hoped, that we may be
allowed to expoftulate with youin a few harmlefs,
unbloody Words. Granting therefore, that the
Colonies zre unreprefented in the Britifh Parlia-
ment: Granting that two Millions of People
in America have, in this Refpe@, no Choice, nor
Election of their own, through the Neceffity of
the Cafe, and their Diftance from the Place of
Eletion :---What would you infer from this
Conceflion? And wherein can fuch Kind of
Topics fupport your Caufe? For know, young
Man, that not onjy two Vhllions which are the
utmoft, that your exaggerated- Accounts can be
fwelled to;---I fay not only two Millions, but

fix



112 .PorrticAL and CoMMERCIAL
fix Millions at leaft of the Inhabitants of Greas-
Britain, are ftill unreprefented in the Britifk
Parliament. And this Omiffion arifes, not frem
the Neceflity of the Cafe, not from confulting
Intereft and Convenience as with you, but from
original 'Ideas of Gothic Vaffalage.---from va-
rious Cafualties and Accidents,---froth-Changes
in the Nature of Property,---from the Alteration
of -Times and Circumitances,---and from.a
thoufand other Caufes. Thus, for Example,
in the great Metropolis, and in many othet
Cities, landed Property itlelf hath no Repre-
{entative in Parliament; Copyholds and Leafe-
holds of various Kinds have none likewife,
thongh of ever fo great a:Value, This you
yourfelf very well know; becaufe when you
were here laft, you knew, . that 1 was poflefied
of confiderable landed Property in London, and
of feveral Copyhold and beneficial Leafeholds,
in the Country, and yet that I never had a Vote.
Moreover, 1n fome Towns neither Freedem;
nor Birth right, nor the ferving of an-Appren-
ticefhip, fhall entitle a Man to give his Vote,
though they may enable him to {et up a Trade:
In other Towns.the moft numerous, the moft
populous, and flourtfhing of any, there are no
Freedoms or Votes of any Sort; but all is
open; and none are reprefented.  And belides
all this, 1t is well known, that the great Eaff-
India Company, which have fuch vaft Setile-
ments,
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ments, and which difpefe of the Fate of Kings:
and Kingdoms abroad, have not fo much as a
fingle Member, oreven a fingle Vote, guatenus;
a Company; to watch over cheir Intetelts ac
home, What likewife thall we fay inregard:to:
the prodigious Number of Stock-holders in dur
public Funds? And may-not their Property,
perhaps little fhort of ONE HUNDRED MiLLiONS
Sterling, as much deferve to be reprefented in
Parliament, as the fcaitered Townfhips, or
{traggling Houfes of fome of your Provinces
in America 2 Yet we raife no Commotions ; we
neither ring -the - Alarm-Bell; nor found thé
Trumpet ; but fubmit to be taxed without being:
reprefented; and taxed too, let nie tell you, fof
your Sakes, -Witnels the additional Duties on
our Lands; Windows, Houfess. alfo on cur
Malt, Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, Wines, Brandy;
Rum, Coffee, Chacolate, ¢, &5¢: ¢, for des
fraying the Expences of the Jate War,---nor for-

- getting the grievous Stamp-Duty idelf. All
this, I fay, we fubmitted to, when you were, or

at leaft, when you pretended to be, in great
Diftrefs; fo that neither Men, almoft to the

laft Drop of Blood we could {pill,-—-nor Money;
to the laft Piece of Coin, were {pared: Butall
was granted away, all was made a Sacrifice,
when you cried out for Help. And the Debt
which we contracted on this Occafion, is fo ex-

traordinary, asnot to be parallelled in Hiftory.
P Ic
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It 1s:td be-hopeq, for the Credit of human Na-
ture, thar.the Returns which’ you have made
us for thele Succours, and your. prefent Beha-
viour towards .us; which perhaps is fill more
extraordinaryy; may not be paralleiled likewife.
. ‘Bur -as .you Americans do not chule to re-
member’ any-thing, which we have :done for
you ;---though we, and our Children fhall have
Caufe to remember 1t ull Jateft Pofterity;---let
us come to the: Topic, which you yourfelves do
with to1eft your Caule upon, and which you
imagine to be the Sheet Anchor of your State
Veflel. ¢« You are not reprefented ; and you
«« gre Two Milions ;. therefore you ought not
« to be taxed.”. We are not reprefented ; and
we are Six Millions 5 therefore we ought not to
be taxed. Which now, even 1n your own Senfe
of Things, have moft Reafon to cemplain?
And which Grievance, if it be a Grievance, de-
ferves firft to be redrefled ¢ Be it therefore {up-
pofed, than an Augmentation ought to take
place in our Houle of Commons, in order to
reprefent tn Parliament the prodigious Numbers
of - Britif Subjects hitherto unreprefented. In
this Cafe the firft Thing to be done, is to {ettle
the Proporuon. And therefore if Two Millions
(the Number of Perfons aCtually reprefented at
prefent) require Five Hundred and Fifty-eight
Reprefentatives (which [ think is the Numbes
of our modern Houfe of Commons) how many.

will
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will Six Millions require i—The: Anfweér- s,
that they will réquire One Thoufand Six Hun-
dred and- Seventy-four! Reprefentasives. Now'
thisis the firlt Avgmentation, -which-is to -be.
made to our Lift of Parhanjent  Men, - ,And,
after this Increalt:, WEare to’ b;:ﬂfurnlﬂied by.

dfﬁ!{-ﬁﬂd_ F. ifty-cight. .more f.rqm. It.b,e, Qpl.om_es..-
So tifar the total Numbers.will be Two Trueu-
SAND SEVEN, HiunNDRED AND ININETY REpRE-
SENTATIVES IN. PARLIAMENT! A:goodly Num-
ber.truly.!. and:very proper for, the- ‘Difpatch:of
Bulinels ! ,Oh,_.tbc‘Dﬁuf‘r_lc,y and:Qider of. {uch
an::Affembly-d - The. Wildom: and - Gravity . of
Two ‘Thoufand Seven:Hundred‘and Niiesy Le-
aiﬂ'ztmrr{ ail.met rogetber 10 ong Rabmil EWhat
a Picy 1s 11, that fo hopeful.a Projedl: Ihquld ot
be: carried into immediate Executiondig o Lo
- By, my- noble.-Senator,-~for: ceg;amly-.yoh
vourlelf intend.to figuré away infuchian anguft
Affernbly,--permit: an old .Man 'to: reveal one
Seciet to you, .before vou. proceed: any, furthes
in: your reprefenting Scheme =<---Thatsthe Coms
plaint 1tlelt. of: bemng ynreprefented, ;asientirely
falle and groundlefs, . For both.the Six Millions
at home, and the Two Millions in the Colonies

e
are all reprefented alrgady.  This perhapq may
ftartle you; but neverthelels this is the Fact.
And though havc nitherto_ ufed 'a d:herem:
La_nguage merely to accommodate m;idf to

P2 your
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your Ideéas; and'to confute your Folly in your
own ‘Way, I muft now tell you, that every Mem-
ber of Parliament reprefents you and me, and'
otir public Interelts in atleffential Points, juft as
much asif we had voted: for him.  For though
one Place, ot-one Set of Men may elet, and fend
him up to: Patliament, yet, when once he be-
comes a Meimber, he becomes then the equal-
Guardians of all.- And héought not, by the Duty
of his Office, tofhew a Preferencetohis own Town
City, or County, hut in fuch Cafes only, where
a Preference fhall not be found to.interfere with,
thi general Good. Nay, heoughtin Conlcience
to pive His'vote in Parliatnent againft the Senfe,
and ad’amﬂs the Inftruttions. of his Elefbors, if he
l_hdia}'d think 1h his Confcience, - that what they
fequireyis! wrang inv itfelf, 1s. illegal or injurioys,
and detrimental; to, the pubhc. Welfare. This
then being: the Cafe, it therefore follows, that
our Birminghams, Manchefters, Leeds, Halifaxes,
&e. and: your .Boflons, New-Yorks, and Phila-
delphias, ave all as zeally, thoughnot fo nominally
reprefentedy.’ as any. Part-whatfoever of the
Britifh- Empire :--- And that each of thefe Places
have in fa&, ‘inftead of one or two, not lefs
than Five Hundred and Fifty-eight” Guardians
in the Britifk Senate. A Number abundantly
fufficient, as far as human Prudence can fuggeft,
or the prcfent imperfect State- of Things will
' permit,



S UBJECTS ny

permir, for the Securlt}r of our Rights, and thie
Prefervation of our Liberties.

Bur perhaps you will- fay, That thoUgh 13

may be a Senator’s Duty-to regard the Wholé
rather than a Part, and tobe the equal Protetor
of all ; —yet he will in fa, regard that meft,
which can beft promote his own Intereft; and
fecure his Ele&tion another Time. ¥t mdy be
fo: For who can guard againft all Poffibilicy of
Danger? And what Syftem: can there "be det
wifed, but may be artended with Inconveniences
and Imperfettions in fome Refpett or other 2i.
Neverthelefs, if your general ObjeCtion provey
any thing, it proves a great deal too muchz For
it proves that no Maa ought . to pay any Fax,
but thar only, to:which the Member of his own
Town,; City, and County, hath particularly
affented : "Beeaufe all other Members: being
chofen by dther Perfons, and not by him, and
perhaps by Perfons in- an oppofite Intereft ars
therefore not %5 Reprefentatives, and' confer
quently not-the true Guardians of ks Propertyy
Being therefore withont a Reprefentative iy fuck
a Parliament, he is under no Obligarion to obey
its Laws, or pay any of its Taxes,

WaerE now, my Friend, wil¥ you turn?
And- what can-you do to extricate yourfelf from
the Difficulties which -arife onalf Sides:on- il
Occafion-? You cannot turn-about, and fay, that
the other Reprcfentatwes, whem this Mun« never

chole,
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chofe, and for whom he had no Vote to give,
and agawnit whom pcrllaps he. had pamcular
Exceptions, have neverthelefs a Right of taxing
him: becaule he makes a_Part of the Body
Politic implied in, and conciuded by the reft ;---
you-cannot fay this, becauie the DocTrinE of
ImprLicaTion: is the very Thing to which you
objed, and againft which you have raifed fo
many Batteries of p pular Noife and Clamour.
Nay, as the Objection is entirely of your own
making, it muft go full further: For if your
Arguntent is good for any thing, it is as good
for North-Americe as 1L1s tor Great- Britain ; and
confequently you muft maintain, thac all thofe
in_your feveral Provinces wha have no Vores
(and many Thoufands of fuch there are) and
alfo all thofe Vorers, whofe Reprefentatives did
not expresfly confent to the Aét of your Affem-
blies for raifing any of your own provincial
Taxes,~-ought not to be compelled to pay them.
Thefe now are the happy Confequences of your
own Principles, fairly, clearly, and evidently
deduced: Will you abide by them ?
- Butr however, not to pufh you into more
Abfurdities of this Kind, let us wave the pre-
fent Point, and come to another. For, afier all
your doleful Complaints, what if it thould ap-
pear, that thefe Five Hundred and Fifty-eight
Parliamentary Guardians, who reprefent you
only by Implication, have, in fact, been kinder and

more
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more: bountiful to you Americans, than they have
been to their own Britifh- Voters, whom they
reprefent by Nomination? And, what if even
this Argument, fo full of Sorrow and Lamen-
tation, fhould at laft be retorted upon you, and
made to conclude, like all the reft, the very Re-
verfe of what you intended © This, I believe, is
what you little expected : But neverthelefs, this
1s the Cafe: Forif there be any Partiality to
be complained of in the Condutt of the Britifk
Parliament, 1t will appear to be a Partialicy in
Favour of the Colonies, and againit the Mother
Country. Do you demand my Authority ; for
this Affertion? I will give it you:---The Sta-
tutes of the Realm are my Authority; and
furely you cannot demand a better. By thefe
then it will appear, that a Colonift, who is con-
lequently. fubordinate to the Mother Country in
the very Nature to Things, is neverthelefs put
upon a better Footing, in maiy Refpeils, than
an Inhabitant of Great-Britain. By thefe it will
appear, that the Parhament, like an over-indul-
gent Parent to his favourite, froward Child,
hath been continually heaping Favours upon
you, of which we are not permitted to tafte.
Thus, for Example, you have your Choice,
whether you will accept of my Price for your
Tobacco,---or after bringing it here, whether
you will carry st away, and try your Fortune
at another Market: But I have no Alternative

allowed
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allowed, being obliged to buy yours at your
own Price ; or elfe to pay fuch a Duty for the
Tobacco of other Countries, as muft amount
to a Prohibition: Nay; in order to favour
your Plantations, 1 am not permitted to
plant this Herb on' my own Eftate, though
the Soil fhould be ever fo proper for it
Again, the fame Choice, ard the fame Alterna-
tive are allowed to you, and denied to me, in
regard ta Rice 3 with this additional Advantage,
that in many Relpe(ts you need not bring itinto
England at all; unlefs you are fo minded. And
what will you fay in Reladon to Hemp ? The
Parliament now gives you a Bounty of 8. per
Yon for exporting your Hemp from Norzh-
America; but will allow me nothing for growing
it here in England; nay; will tax me very fe-
verely for fetching it from any other Country ;
though it be an Article moft effentially necef-
fary for all the Purpofes of Shipping and Navi-
gation.  Moreover in refpect to the Culture of
Raw Silx, you have an immenfe Parliamentary

Premiam for that Purpofe; and you receive
turther Encouragements from our Society for
Arts andSciences, which is continually adding
frefb Rewards :~--But I can receive no Encou-
ragement either from the one, or from the other,
to bear my Expences at firlt fetting out; though
moft undeniably the white Mulberry-Trees can

thrive as well on my Grounds, as they can in
Switzer-
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Switzerland, Brandenburgh, Denmark, or Sweden,
where vaft Quantities are now raifing. Take
another Inftance:---Why fhall not [ be permicted
to buy Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine,---without
which I cannot put my Ships to Sea ;---and In-
digo, fo ufeful in many Manufaétures ;---why
fhall not I be permitted to purchafe thefe Ar-

ticles wherever I can, the beft in their Kind,
and on the belt Terms ?---INo, I fhall not; for
though they are all raw Materials, which there-
fore ought to have been imported Duty free, yet
1 am reftrained by an heavy Duty, almoft equal
to a Prohibition, from purchaling them any
where, but from you :---Whereas you on the
contrary are paid a Bounty for felling thefe
very Articles, at the only Marker, in which you
could fell them to Advantage, viz. the Engli/h*.

Mvcu more might have been faid on this
Subject ; and the like Obfervations might have
been extended to the Sugar Colonies: But I
forbear. For indeed enough has been faid al-
ready (and as it expofes our Partiality and In-
fatuation a little feverelv, perhaps too much)---
in order to prove to the World, that of all Peo-
ple upon Earth, you have the lealt Realon to

complain.

* Thofe who have not the Statuies at large, may {ce the
Things here referred to, and many sthers of the like Sort,
in Crouche's or Saxty’s Book of Rates.

Q. Bur
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- But complaim you will; and no fooner is
one Recital of imaginary Grievances filenced
and confuted ; but like the Hydra in the Fable,
up ftares another. - Let us {ee, therefore, what
is your next Objection, which I think, is the
baft, that with all your Zeal, and Goodwill,
you are able tomufter up.—¢ The Inexpediency
«« and Exceflivenels of {fuch a Tax! a Tax ill-
< timed in itfelf, and 1ll digefted I unfeafonably
« laid on'! and exceeding all Rules of Propor-
« tion in regard to the Abilities of thofe who
“ arc to pay 1t!”

Now, my Friend, had there been any Truth,
in thefe Affertions, which 1 fhall foon make to

appear, that there 1s not ;—but had there been,
the Plea itfelf comes rather at the lateft, and

out of Place from you:—from you, Ifay, who
peremptorily object to the very Power and Au-
thority of the Britifh Parliament of laying any
mmternal Taxes upon the Colonies, great or
{mall or at any Time fealonable, or unfeafonable.
And therefore, had you been able to have
proved the Hlegality oi fuch a Tax, 1t would
have been quite fuperfluous to have informed
us afterwards, that this Ulurpatuon of your
Rights and Liberties was either an exceffive, or
an unfealonable Ufurpauion. Bur as you have
tailed in this firft Pomnt; nay, as all your own
Arguments have proved the very reverle of
what you intended ; and very probably, as you

yourfelt
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yourfelf was not originally quite fatisfied with
the fuftice of your Caufe ;—and muft have feen
abundant Reafon before this Time to have al-
tered your former hafty, and rafh Opinion ;---I
will therefore wave the Advantage, and now de-
bate-the Point with you, as though you had ac-
knowledged the Parlamentary Risht of Tax-

ation, and only excepted to the Quantum, or the
Mode, the Time. or the Manner of 1t.

Now two Things are here to be difcuffed ;s
firft, “the pretended Excefiuenefs of the Tax;
and fecondly, the Unfeafonablencfs of it.  As to
the rxcefivenels of the Sramp Duties, the Proof
of this mult depend upon the Proof of a pre-
vious Article,---the relative Poverty, and Ina-
bility of thofe, who are to pay it. But how do
you propofe to make out this Point ? And after
having gtven us for fome Years paft fuch Dif-
plays of your growing Riches and encreafing
Mgnificence, as perhaps never any People did
in the fame Space of Time ; how can you now
retra¢t and call yourfelves a poor People? Re-
member, my young Man, the feveral Expoltu-
Jations 1 had with your deceafed Father on the
prodigious Increafe of American Luxury. And
what was his Reply ¢ Why, that an Increafe of
Luxury was an mfeparable Attendant on an In-
creafe of Riches; and that, if T expected to

continue my North-American Trade, ] muit fuit
my Cargo to the Tafte of my Cuftomers; acd

Q2 not
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not to my own old-fathioned Notions of the
Parfimony of former Days, when America was
a poor Country. Remember therefore the Or-

ders given by him, and afterwards by you,
have your Affortment of Goods made richer,

and finer every Year. And are your Gold and
Silver Laces;---your rich Brocades, Silks and
Velvets;---your Plate, and China, and Jewels ;---
your Coachesand Equipages,---your fumptuous

Furniture, Prints, and Piftures.  Are all thefe
Things now laid afide ? Have you no Concerts,

or Affemblies, no Play Houles, or Gaming
Houfes, now {ubfifting ¢ Have you put down
your Horfe Races and other fuch like Sports
and Diverlions? And is the Luxury of your
Tables, and the Variety and Profufion of your
Wines and Liquors quite banithed from among

vou?---Thefe are the Queftions, which you
ought to anfwer, before an Eftimate can be
made of your relative Poverty, or before any
Judgment can be formed concerning the Excef-

fivenefs of the Tax.
Bur I have not yet done with you on this

‘Head. For even though you were poor (which
you know, you are not, compared with what
you were Thuirty Years ago) it may neverthelefs
happen, that our relative Poverty may be found
to be greater then yeurs. And if {o, when a
new Burden is to be laid on, the proper Queftion
1s, which of thefe two Sorts of poor People, is
| the
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the beft able, or, if you pleafe, the leaft unable
to bear it ?---efpecially if it be taken into the
Account, that this additional Load 1s an _Zme-
rican Burthen, and not a Britif one. Be it
therefore granted, according to what you fay,
that you are T'wo Milltons of Souls ; be it alfo
allowed, as it i1s commonly afferted, that the
Public Debt of the {everal Provinces amounts
to about 800,000l. Sterhing; and in the next
Place, be it fuppofed, for Argument’s Sake,
that were this general Debt equally divided
among the Two Milions, each Individual
would owe about the Value of Eight Shillings.
Thus ftands the Account on one Side. Now
we in Britain are reckoned to be about Eight
Millions of Souls; and we owe almoft One
Hundred and Forty-four Miliions of Money
which Debt were it equally divided among us,

would throw a Burthen upon each Perfon of
about 18l. Sterling. This then being the State

of the Caie on both Sides, would it be {o ca-
pital an Offence, would it be High‘-T reafon 1n
us to demand of you, who owe {o little, to con-
tributeequally wich ourfelves, who owefomuch,
towards the public Expences ;---and fuch Ex-

pences too as you were the Caufe of creating ?---
Would it be a Crime of 2 Nature o very het-

nous and diabolical, as to cal] forth the hotreft
of your Rige and Iury? Surely no: --And
yet, my gentle Iriend, we do not fo much as

afk
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afk you to contribute equally with ourfelves, we
only demand, that you would contribuie foine-
thing. And whatis this fomething ¢ Why traly
it is, that when we raile about Eight Miiliuns
of Money annually upon kight Millions of
Perfons, we expellt, that you would contribute
One Hundred Thoufard Pounds (for the Stamp
Puty upon the Continent alone, without com-
prehending the [{lands, cannot poflibly amount

to more) I fay, we expedt, that you fhould con-
tribute Cne Bundred houland Pounds to be

waifed on Two Millions: that 1s, when each of
us pays, one with another, Twenty §Shi/lings per
Head, we expet, that each of you fhould pay
the Sum of One Shilling! Blufh! bluth for
thame at your perverfe and {candalous Beha-
viour !-- Words ftill more fevere, and perhaps
more juft, are ready to break forth, through an

honeft Indignation :---But I fupprefs them.
Peruaps you will fay, and [ think it is the

only Thing left for you to fay in Excuvfe for
fuch Proceedings, that you have other Public

Taxes to pay, befides thofe which the Britifk
Parliament now requires, Undoubtedly you
have, for your Provincial and other Taxes are

likewile to be paid: But here let me afk, is not
this our Cale alfo 2 And have not we many other

Taxes to difcharge befides thofe which belong
to the Public, and are to be accounted for at

the Exchequer? Surely we have : Witnefs our
County
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County Taxes, Militia Taxes, Poor Taxes, Va-
grant Taxes, Bridge Taxes, High Road and
Turnpike Taxes, Wartch Taxes, Lamps and
Scavenger Taxes, &e. &Fc. &e.---all of them
as numerous and as burthenfome as any that you
can mention, And yet with all this Burthen,
yea, with an additional Weight of a National
Debt of 18]1. Sterling per Head,---we require of
each of you to contribute only One Shilling to
every Twenty from each of us!---yes; and this
Shilling too to be fpent 1n your own Country,
for the Support of your own Civil and Military
Eftablithments ; together with many Shillings
drawn from us for the fame Purpofe. Alas!

had you been in our Situation, and we 1n yours,
would you have been content with our paying

fo fmall, fo inconfiderable a Share of the Public
Expences 2 And yet, fmall and inconfiderable
as this Share 15, you will not pay it. No, you
will not! And be 1t at our Penl, if we demand
It |

Now, my Friend, were Reafon and Argu-
ment, were Juftice, Equity, or Candour to be
allowed by you to have any Concern in this
Affair, I would then fay, that you Americans
are the moft unfortunate People in the World
in your Management of the prefent Controverfy.
Unforrunate you are, becaufe the very Attempts
you make towards fetting forth your Inability,

prove to a Demonfiration, that you are abun-

dantly
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dantly able, were iou but truly willing to pay
this Tax. For how, znd 1n what Manner do

you prove your Allegations? Why truly, by
breaking forth into Riots and Infurreétions, and

by committing every kind of Violence, that
can caufe Trade 10 ftagnate, and Induftry to
ceafe. And is this the Method, which you have
chofen to purfue, In order to make the World
believe, that you are a poor People? [sthis the
Proof you bring, that the Stamp Duty is a
Burthen too heavy for you to bear 2 Surely, if
you had really tended our Conviétion, you
would have chofen {fome other Medium : And
were your [nability, or Poverty the {ingle Point
in Queftion, you would not have taken to fuch
Courfes, as mult infallibly render you ftill the

poorer. For mn falt, i, after all your Com-
plaints of Poverty, you can full afford to idle

away your Time, and to wafte Days, and
Weeks, in Outrages and Uproars; what elfe
do you prove, but that you are a prodigal, and
extravagant People? For you muft acknow-
ledge, that if but Half of this Time were
fpent, as it ought to be, in honeft Induftry and
wfeful Labour, 1t would have been more than
{uflicient to have paid double the Tax which is

now required.
Bur you will ftill fay, thatthough the Tax

may be allowed (nay indced it muft be allowed)

to be very moderate, every thing confidered,
| and
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and not all exceffive; ¢ It may neverthelefs
““be laid on very unfeafonably; it may be
“ wrong-timed, and ill-digefted.”

“ Now, here I muft own, that [ am fomewhat
at a Lols how to anfwer you, becaufe I am not
quite certain that I unfterftand your Meaning.
If, for Example, by the Term ill-digefted, you
would infinuate, that the Awerican Stamp Duty
would grind the Faces of the Poor, and permit
the Rich to efcape;---that 1t would affect the
Necefiaries, and not the Superfluities of Life
— that 1t would prevent the Building of Houfes,
or the Clearing of Lands, or the Cultivation of
Eftates already cleared ;---or laftly, that it would
diminifh the Number of your Shipping, or ftop
the Pay of your Sailors: If thefe, or any of
thefe are the Evils, which you would lay to the
Charge of the Stamp Duty, nothing upon Earth
could be a falfer Charge; and you could not
aive a {tronger Proof either of your Defedt in
Judgment, or Want of Integrity, than by ut-
tering fuch Aflertions as thefe ;--- Affertions,
which both daily Expertence and the Nature of
Things evidently demonftrate to be void of
Truth. We in Britain have been {ubjeét to a
Stamp Dutyfor many, very many Years; a Duty
much higher than that which 1s intended for
America y, and yet we know by long Experience,
that 1t hath+not been attended with any of the
dreadful Confequences which are here fuppofed.
R AGAIN,
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Acain, as to the wrong-timing, or the Un-
ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂbld’ﬁﬂ‘f} of this Tax :---1f by this you mean
to fay, that it was laid on, ata Time, when you
were poorer, and lefs able to bear 1t; than you
were before ;-~-that is falfe alfo.  For you never
were richer, and you never were more able to
contribute your Quota towards the general Ex-
pences, than at the Juncture of laying on this
Tax. To prove this, let it be obferved, that
juft before this Event, you had not only
been draining the Mother Country by the 1m-
menfe Suins drawn from us to pay our Fleets
and Armies, when atting i Defence of America
...and that your fobbers and Contractors had
not only been fueking oar Blood and Vitals by
their extortionate Demands ;---but-you had alfo
been enriched by the Spotls, and by the Traffic
of the numerous Colontes of Frarce and Spain.
For you were continually acting the double
Part cither of Trade, or War, of Smuggling,
or Privateering, according to the Profpétt of
greater Gain.  And while we at Home were
exerting our vimelt to put a fpeedy End to the
War by an honourable Peace,---you on the con-
traty were endeavouring to prolong it as much
as poflible ;5 and were fupplying our Enemies
with 21l Manner of Provifions, and all Sorts of
warhke Stores for that Purpofe. Nay, be-
catfe a Part of thefe ill-gotten Richies was
ld out in Braliffe Manufaltures (there beine
at
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at that Time hardly a Poffibility of purchaling
any but Englifh, when our Fleets were abfolure
Mafters of the Sea) your Advocates and Au-
thors trumpeted aloud the prodigious Profits of
this North-American I'rade ;---not confidering,

or rather not willing that we fhould confider,
that while a:few Individuals were getiing Thou-

fands, the Public was {pending Milligns.

Ox~ck more :---If by the Epithet unfeafonable,
you would be underftood to mean, that there
was 7o need of taxing you at all ac that Junéure;
becaufe the Mother Countiy was fiill as able to carry
the additional Load, which you had brought upon
her, as fhe had been to bear all the veft : I this be
vour Meanmg, I muft tell you once for all,
that you are ceregioufly miltaken. For we can
bear no more: we cannot fupport ourielves
under heavier Taxations, even were we ever {o
willing ; we have ftrained every Nerve already,
and have no Refources left for new Impolitions.
Therefore let what will come of the prelent
Affairs, let the Stamp Duty be repealed, or not;
{till the Expences of . 4merica muft be borne by
the Americans in fome Form, or under fome De-
nomunation or other.

But after all; perhaps you meant none of
thefe Things; perhaps you meant to nfinuate
(though it was Prudence in you not to {peak
out) that the late Aét was #//-contrived and -

timed ; becaufe 1t was made at a Jundture, when
R 2 neither
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neither the French nor Indians were in your Rear
to frighten, nor the Exglifh Fleets and Armies

on your Front to force you to a Compliance.
Perhaps this was your real Meaning; and if it

was, 1t muft be confefled, that 1n that Senfe,
the late A& was not well-timed ; and that a
much properer Seafon might have been choien.
For had the Law been made five or fix Years
before, when you were moving Heaven and
Earth with your Cries and Lamentations; not
a Tongue would then have uttered a Word
againft it; all your Orators would have difplayed
their Eloquence on other Topics; and even
American Patriottfm wlelf would at that Seafon
have made no Difficulty of acknowledging, that
the Mother Country had a Right to the Obe-
dience of the Colonies in Return for her kind
and generous Protection.

Urox the whole therefore, what is the Caufe
cf fuch an amazing Outcry as you raife at pre-
fent ?---Not the Stamp Duty "itfelf; all the
World are agreed on that Head; and none
can be fo ignorant, or fo ftupid, as not to fee,
that this 1s a mere Sham and Pretence.  Whar
then are the real Grievances, {eeing that the
Things which you alledge are only the pre-
tended ones ¢ Why, fome of yeu are exafperated
againft the Mother Country, on account

of the Revival of certain Reftrictions laid upon
| thetr



S U B ] E C T S 133

thetr Trade :---1 fay, a * Revival; for the fame
Reftrictions have been the ftanding Rules of
Government from the Beginning ; though not
enforced at all Times with equal Strictnefs.
During the late War, you Americans could not
import the Manufactures of other Nations
(which it 1s your conftant Aim to do, and the

* Ever fince the Difcovery of America, it has been the
Syftem of every European Power, which had Colonies in that
Part of the World, to confine (as far as Laws can confine)
the Trade of the Colonies to the Mother Country, and to
cxclude all others, under the Penalty of Confifcation, .
from partaking in it. ‘Thus, the Trade of the Spanifh Ca-
lonies 1s confined by Law to Old Spain,—the Trade of the
Braxils to Par!:rgaf,---the Trade of Martintco and the other
French Colontes to Old France,---and the Trade of Curacoa
and Surinam to Hollard. But in one Inltance the Hollunders
make an Lxception (perhups a wife one) wiz. in the Cafe
of Euflatia, which 1s open to all the World, Now, that
the Englifp thought themfelves entitled to the fame Right
over their Colonics, which other Nations claim over theirs,
and that they exercifed the {fame Right by making what
Regulations they pleafed, may be feen by the following
Adts of Parhament, wiz. 12 of Car. Il Chap. 18.---1¢ of
Car. 1I. Ch. 7.—22and 23 of C. II. Ch. 26—235 of C. IL.
Ch. 7.—7 and 8 of Wil 1L, Ch. 22. -~ 10and 11 of W. 111,
Ch. 21.—3 and 4 of Ann. Ch. 5 and 10.—8 of Ann,
Ch. 13.—12 of Ann. Ch. g.—1 of G. 1. Ch. 26.—3 of
G.L Ch. 21.---8 of G. 1. Ch. 15 and 18.---11 of G. L.
Ch. 29.---12 of G, I, Ch. 5.---2 of G. II. Ch. 28 and 33.
-3 of G. IL. Ch. 28.---4 of G. IL Ch. 15---5 of G. IL
Ch. 7. and ¢g.---6 of G. II. Ch. 13.---8 of G.IL. Ch, 18.—
11. of G. II. Ch. 29.---12 of G. II. Ch. 30.---13 of G.II.
Ch. 4 and 7.---15 and 16 of G. II. Ch. zj.---with many
others of ‘a Iater Date. I might alfo mention the Laws
made in the Reign of his prefent Majety ; but as thefe
Laws ar¢ now the Potnt of Controverly, I forbezr.

Mother

’
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Mother Cauntry always to prevent) fo conve-
veniently as you can in Times of Peace; and
therefarg, there was no Need of watching you
{o hﬁrrowly, as far as that Branch of Trade
was concerned. But immediately upon the
Peace, the varipus Manufaltures of Eurape,
particularly thofe of France, which could not
find Vent before, were {pread, as it were, over
all your Colonies, to the prodigious Detriment
of your Mother Country; and therefore our
late Set of Minifters acted cerrainly right, in
putting in Force the Laws of their Country, in
order to check this growing Evil. If in fo
doing, they commitied any Error; or, if the
Perfons ta whom the Execution of thefe Laws
were intrufted, exceeded thetr Inftruétions
there 1s no Doubt to be made, but that all this
will be rectified by the prefent Adminiftration.
And having done that, they will have done all
that in Reafon you can expect from them, But
alas! the Expectationsof an American carry him
much further: For he will ever complain and
fmuggle, and {muggle and complain, ’ull all
Reftraints are removed, and ’till he can both
buy and fell, whenever, and wherefocver he
pleafes.  Any thing fhort of this, s {till a
Grigvance, a Badge of Slavery, an Ufurpation
on the natural Rights and Liberties of a frec

People, and I know not how many bad Things
befides.
bur,
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Burt, my good kFriend, be affured, that thefe
are Reftraints, which neither the prefent, nor
any future Miniftry can exemipt you from.
They are the ftanding Laws of the Kingdom;
and-God forbid, that we fhould allow that dif-
penfing Power to our Minifters; which we fo.
jultly deny to our Kings. 1In fhort, while you
are a Colony, you muft be fubordinate to the
Mother Coustry. Thefe are thie TFerins and
Conditions, on which you were permitted to
make your firft Settlements: They are the
Terms and Conditions on which you alone can
be entitled to the Afliftance and Proteétion of
Great- Biitairi y—they are alfo the fundamental
Laws of the Realm ;—and I will. add further
that if we are obliged to pay many Bounties for
the Importation of your Goods, and are excluded
from purchafing fuch Goods, in other Countties
(where we might purchafe them on much
cheaper Terms) tn order to promote your In-
tereft ;---by Parity of Reafon yox ought to be
fubject to the like Exclufions, in order to pro-
mote ours. This then being the Cafe, do not
expelt, from the prefent Miniftry; that which is
impoffible for any Set of Minifters to grant.
All that they can do, 1s to connive a while at
vour unlawful Proceedings. But this can be
but of fhort Duration: For as foon as ever
frefh Remonftrances are ‘made by the Britif

Manufaurers, and Brit¢fh Merchants; the Mi-
niftry
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niftry muft renew the Orders of their Prede-
ceffors; they muft enforce the Laws; they
muft require Searches, and Confifcations to be
made ; and then the prefent Minifters will draw
upon themfelves, for doing their Duty, jult the
fame Execrations, which you now beftow upon

the laft.

So much as to your firft Grievance ; and as
to your fecond, it is, beyond Doubt, of a Na-
ture fhill worfe. For many among you are forely
concerned, That they cannot pay their Britifh
Debts with an Aiierican Sponge. This 1s an in-
tolerable Grievance ; and they long for the Day
when they fhall be freed from this galling Chain.
Our Merchants in London, Briftol, Livirpool,
Glafpir, &e. e perfeftly underftand your
many Hints and Inuendoes to us, on this Head.
But indeed, left we thould be fo dull as not to
comprehend your Meaning, you have {poken
out, and propofed an open Affociation againft
paying your jull Debts. Had our Debtors in
any other Part of the Globe, had the French or
Spaniards propofed the hiké (and furely they
have all at leaft an equal Right) what Name
would you have given to fuch Proceedings?
But I forget: You are not the faithlefs French
or Spamiards: You are ourfelves: You are
honeft Englifhimen.

Your third Grievance is the Sovereignty of

Great-Britain: I'or you wart to be independent
You
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You with to be an Empire by itfelf, and to be
no longer the Province of another.  This Spirit
IS uppermof’c; and this Principle is vifible in
all your Speeches, and all your Writihgs, even
when you take fome Pains 1o difguife it.---
t“ What! an Ifland! A Spot fuch as this to
¢ command the great and mighty Continent of
< North-America! Prevofterous! A Continent,
“ whofe Inhabitants double every five and
« twenty Years ! Who therefore, within a Cen-
« tury and an Half will be upwards of an
¢ hundred and twenty Millions of Souls!.--
« Forbid it Patriotifm, forbid it Politics, that
¢ fuch a great and mighty Empire as this,
Solhould be held in Subjection by the paltry
“ Kingdom of Great-Britain! Rather let the
¢ Seat of Emplre be transferred; and let it be
« fixt, where it ought to be, wiz. in Great
“ Americe I”

Now my good Friend, I will not ftay to
difpute with you the Calculations, on which
your Orators, Philofophers, and Poliucians have,
tor fome Years paft, grounded thefe extravagant
Concerts  (though 1 think the Calculations
themfelves both falfe, and abfurd); but I will
only fay, that while we have the Power, we
may command your Obedience, if we pleafe :
And that it will be Time enough for you to

propofe the making us a Province to America,
S when
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when you fhall find yourfelves able to execute
the Project.

In the mean Time, the great Queftion 1s,
What Courfe are we to take® And what are
we to do with you, before you become this great
and formidable People >---Plain and evident it
is by the whole Tenor of your Conduét, that
you endeavour, with all your Might to drive us
to. Extremities. For no Kind of Ourtrage,
or Infult, isomitted on your Part, that ean ir-
ritate Individuals, or provoke a Government to
chaftife the Infolence, not to fay the Rebellion,
of its Subjects; and you do not feem at alt dif-
pofed to leave Room for an Accommodation,
In fhort, the Sword is the only Choice, whig,
you will permit us to make; unlefs we wiil
chufe to give you entirely up, and fubfcribe a
Recantation. Upon thole Terms indeed, you
will deign to acknowledge the Power and Au-
thority of a Britif/i Parliament;---that is, you
will allow, that we have a Right and a Power
to give you Bounties, and to pay your Expences;
buz no other. A ftrange Kind of Allegiance

this ! And the firft that has ever yet appeared
in the Hiftory of Mankind !

HowEever, this being the Cafe, fhall we now
compel you, by Force of Arms, to do your
Duty ?---Shall ‘we procraftinate your Compul-
> p_-- 1 Le» . - . .
fion ?---Or fhail we entirely give you up, and

have
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have no other Conne€tions with you, than if you
had been fo many Sovereign States, or Indepen-
dent Kingdoms ? One or othei of ‘thefe three
will probably be refolved upon: And if it
thould be the firft, I do not thitik that we have
any Caufe to féar the Event, or'to doubt of
Succefs. |

For though your Populace may rob and
plunder the Naked and Defencelefs, this will
not do the Bufinefs when a regular For ‘orce is
brought againft them. And a Britifh Arm),
u,hlch performt:d fo many brave A&ions in
Germany, will hardly fly before an Amerzm;z
Mob; not to mention that our Officers and
Soldiers, who pafitd feveral Campaigns with
your Provincials in .fmerica, faw nothing elthcg
in cheir Condudt, or their Courage, whicli could
infpire them with a2 Dread of feeing the Pro-
vincials a fecond Time.---Neither fhould we
have the leaft Caufe to fufpet the Fidelity of
our Troops, any more than their Bravery,---

notwith{tanding the bafe Infinuations of fome of
your Friends here (if indeed fuch Perfons de-
ferve to be called your Friends, who are in reality
your greateft Fees, and whom you will find to
be {o at the laft); notwithftanding, 1 fay, their
Infinuations of the Fealibility of corrupting his
Majelty’s F orces, when fent over, by Means of
large Bribes, or double Pay,  This isa Surmife,

as weak as it is wicked : For the Honour of the
S 2 Britifis
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By mﬁz ‘Soldlery, let me tell you, 1s not {o eafily
corruPted The French in Eurape never found
1t {o, with all their Gold, or all their Skill for

Intrmue and infinuating Addrefs. What then,
in the ‘Name of Wonder, have you to tempt
them wn'h in. America, which is thus to over-
come, at once, all their former Senfe of Duty,

all the. Tyes of Conicience, Loyaltyand Honour?
---Btﬁdes, my Friend, if you really are fo rich,

as to beable, to give deudle Pay. to our Troops,
in a wrong Caufe do not grudge, let me be-
feecli you, to gwe one third of Y ;rgle Pay (for we
afk no more) in a right one:—And let it not
be faid, that you comp]ain of Pdverty, and
plead an Inability to pay your _]llﬂ: Debts, at the
very Inftant that you beaft of the fcandalour

Ule which you intend to make of your Riches.
‘BuT _nOtwul.ﬁandmg all this,” I am not for
having Recpuf‘ﬁ: to Military Operations. For
afanting, that we fhall be victorious, ftill 1t is
proper to enquire, before we begin, How we are
to be bencfitted by our Viftories ? And what
Ftuits are to refult from making you a con-
quered People ?---Not an Increafe of Trade;
that 1s impoffible: For a Shop-keeper will
never ge: the more Cuftom by beating his Cuf-
tomers = And what 1s true of a Shop-keeper, is
true of a Shop-keeping Nation. We may in-
deed vex and plague you, by ftationing a great
Number of Ships to cruize along your Coa{’cs ;
: and
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and we may appoint an Army of Cuftom-houfe
Officers to patrole (after a Manner) two thou-
fand Miles by Land. But while we are doing

thefe Things againft you, what thall we be doing
for ourfelves? Not much, I am afraid: For we

fhall only make you the more ingenious, .the
more intent, and the more inventive to deceive

us. We fhall fharpen your Wits, which are
pretty fharp already, to elude our Searches,
and to bribe and corrupt our Officers. And
after that i1s done, we may perhaps oblige you
to buy the Value of twenty or thirty thoufand

Pounds of Britif Manufactures, more than you
would otherwife have done,---at the Expence

of two or three hundred thoufand Pounds Lofs
to Great Britain, ipent inSalaries, Wages, Ships,
Forts, and other incidental Charges. Is this
now a gainful Trade, and fit to be encouraged
in a commercial Nation, fo many Millions in
Debt already © And yet this 1s the beft, which
we can expet by forcing you to trade with us,
againft your Wills, 2nd againft your Interefts?

TuererorE fuch a Mealure as this being evi-
dently detrimental to the Mother Country, I
will now confider the fecond Propofal, wiz. to
procraftinate your Compulfion.---But what good
can that do: And wherein will this I:prtdzent
mend the Matter ? For if Recourfe is to be had
at laft to the Military Power we had better be-

.gm with 1t at firft; 1t being evident to the whole
World,
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World, that all Delays on our Side will only

firengthen the Oppofition on yours, and be in-
terpreted by you as a Mark of Fear, and not as
an Inftance of Lenity. You f{well with too
much vain Importance, and Self-fufficiency al-
ready; and therefore, fhould we betray any
Token of Submiffion; or fhould we yield to
thefe your ill-humoured and petulant Defires ;
this would only ferve to confirm you in your
prefent Notions, viz. that you have nothing more
to do, than to demand with the Tone of Autho-
vity, and to infift, with Threatenings and De-
~fiance, 1n order to bring us upon our Knees,

and to comply with every unreafonable Injunc-

tion, which you fhall be pleafed to lay upon us.
So that at laft, when the Time fhall come of

appealing to the Sword, and of deciding our
Differences by Dint of Arms, the Confequence
of this Procraftination will be, that the Struggle
will become fo much the more obftinate, and
the Determination the more bloody. Nay, the
Merchants themfelves, whofe Cale is truly piti-

able for having confided fo much to your Ho-
nour, and for having trufted you with fo many

hundred thoufand Pounds, or perhaps with fome
Millions of Property, and for whofe Benefit
alone fuch a Sufpenfion of the Stamp A& could
be propofed ; they * will find to their Cofts,

* The Event has feverely proved this Conjeflure to be
but too juftly founded.
that
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that every Indulgence of this Nature will only
furnifh another Pretence to you for the {ufpend-
ing of the Payment of their juff Demands. In
thort, you declare, that the Parliament hath no
Right to tax you; and therelore you demand a
Renunciation of the Right, by repealing the Aé.
This being the Cafe, nothing lefs than a Re-
nunciation can be fatisfactory 3 becaufe nothing
elfe can amount to a Confeflion, that the Par-
liament has alted illegally and ufurpingly in this
Affair. A bare Sufpenfion, or even a mere Re-
peal, is no Acknowledgement of Guilt; nay, it

{fuppofes quite the contrary ; and only poltpones
the Exercife of this ufurped Power to a more
convenient Seafon. Confequently if you think
you could juftify the Non-payment of your
Debts, “till a Repeal took Place, you certainly
can juftify the Sufpenfion of the Payment ’tilk
we have acknowledged our Guilt. So that after
all, the Queftion may come to this at laft, vsz.
Shall we renounce any Legiflative Authority
over you, and yet maintain you as we have hi-
therto done? Or fhall we give you entirely up,
unlefs you will fubmit to be governed by the
fame Laws as we are, and pay fomething to-
wards maintaining yourlelves ?

Tue fOrft it 18 certain we cannot do; and
therefore the next Point to be confidered is

(which is alfo the third Propofal) Whether we
are to give you entirely up ?---And after having
obliged
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obliged you to pay your Debts, whether we are to
have no further Connection withyou, as a de-

pendent State, or Colony.

Now, in order to judge properly of this Af-
fair, we muft give a Delineation of two Political
Parties contending with each other, and ftrug-
gling for Superiority:---And then we are to
confider, which of thefe two, muft be firft
tired of the Conteft, and obliced to fub-
mit.

BeuoLp therefore a Political Portrait of the
Mother Country ;---a mighty Natton under cne
Government of a King and Parliament,---firmly
refolved not to repeal the A, but to give it
Time to execute idfelf,---fteady and temiperate
in the Ule of Power,---not having Recourle to
fanguinary Methods,—but enforcing the Law
by making the Difobedient feel the Want of 1t
—determined to protet and cherifh thofe Co-
lontes, which will return to their Allegiance
within a himited Time (fuppofe twelve or eigh-
teen Months)---and as determined to compel
the obftinate Revolters to pay their Debts,—

then to caft them off, and to exclude them for
“ever from the manifold Advantages and Profits
of Trade, which they now enjoy by no other
Title, but that of being a Parv of the Britifh
Empire. Thus ftands the Cafe; and this is the
View of Things on cne Side.

OBSIRVE
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OsservE again a Profpett on the other; viz.
a Variety of little Colonies under a Variety of
petty Governments,---Rivals to, and jealous of
each other.-- never able to agree about any
thing before,---and only now united by an En-
thuhiaftic Fic of falfe Patriotifim ;---a Fir which
neceffarily cools in Time, and cools fHll the
fafter, in Proportion, as the Objed: which firft
excited it is removed, or changed. So much
as to the general Qutlines of your Amcrican Fea-
tures ;---but let us now tale a nearer View of
the Evils, which by your own mad Condué you
are bringing fo fpeedily upon yourfelves.
Externarry, by being fevered from the
Britifh Empire, you will be excluded from cut-
ting Logwood 1n the Bays of Campeache and
Honduras,---from fithing on the Banks of New-
foundland, on the Coalt of Labrader, or in the
Bay of §t. Lanrcnce,---from trading (except by
Stealth) with the Sugar lflands, or with the
Britifi Colonies in any Part of the Globe. You
will alfo lofe all the Bounties upon the Impor-
tation of your Goods into Great-Britain : You
will not dare to feduce a {ingle Manufacturer or
Mechanic from us under Pain of Death: be-
caufe you will then be confidered 1n the Eve of
the Law as mere Foreigners, againft whom
thefe Laws were made. You will lofe the Re-
mittance of 300,000l. a Year to pay your
Troops ; and you will lofe the Beneft of thefe
T Troops
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Troops to protect you againlt the Incurfions of
the much injured and exafperated Savages ;
moreover, in Cale of Difference with- other

Powers, you will have none to complainto, none
to affilt you: For affure yourfelf, that Holland,
France, and Spain, will look upon you with an
evil Eye; and will be particularly on their
Guard aqainlt you, left fuch an Example thould
infect their own Colonies; not to mention that
the two latter will not care to have fuch a Neft
of profefied Smugglers fo very near them.
And afterall, and in Spite of any thing you can
do, veein Britcin it full retain the greateft Pare
of your Euroseqn Trade; becamewe fhall give
a beoer Prive for many of your Cowmodities
~than vou cun have any where etle; and we fhall.
-1 ro you feveral of our Manuradtures, efpe-
cially in the Weoller, Stuff; and Metal Way,
or cheaper Terms,  In fhort you wiil do then;
whit you on: } do now; thatis, you will trade
with us, as far as your Intereft wiil lead you;

and no farther.
Take vow a Picture of veur mternal State:
When the areat Power, which combined the
{catiered leﬂnc-:.:- tog(:‘tl.cr,, and formed them
into one impire, 15 once thrown ofi'; and when
there will be no common Head to govern and
protect, all your ill Humours will break forth
like a Torrent: Colony will enter imto Bicker-
ings «nd Dilputes aganft Colony 3 Faction will
IntHgue:
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intrigue and cabal againft Faction; and Anarchy
and “Confuflon will cvery where prevall.  The
Leaders of your Parues will then be fetting all
their Engines to work, to make Fools become
the Dupes of Knaves, to bring to Muaturity
their half-formed Schemes and jurking Defigns,
and to give a Scope to tat towering Ambiton
which was checked and reltrained berore.  In
the mean Time, the Mais or your i‘eople, who
expected, ana who are promiied sIseatams of
Ticalures upon throwing off, what was cuiled,
the Yoke ot the Mother Country, will meet
with nothiny but fore Daappomuaents : Difap-
pointments tadeed | Forinflead of an imaginary
Yoke, they wili be oblucd 1o bear a real, a
heavy, and a galling orc: Inftead of being
freed from the Pavment of 100,000l (which
1s the utmoft that 15 pow expected irom them)
they will find then-felves loaded with Taxes to
the Aiount o led't yoo,000l. : Initead of an
I_ncrcaii: of T:oue, thev will teel a pupable De-
creale; and nitead ot havine Troops tosdefend
them, and thoie [ woups pact by Gregt-Britain,
they mult detena uiemiclves,and pay themielves,
Nay, the Number of the Troops to be paid,
will be more than doubled; {or iome mult be
{itat.oned 11 the back Sciilements to protect
them againlt the Zmias, whom they nave fo
often injured and ex. .verated, and others alio
on cach Irontier to prevent the lncroachments

T2 of
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of each Sifter Colony. Not to mention, that
the Expences of your Civil Governments will
be neceffarily increafed ; and that a Flect, more
or lefs, muft belong to each Province for guard-
ing their Coafts, enfuring the Payment of Du.-
ties, and the like.

Unper ali thele Preffures and Calamities,
your deluded Countrymen will certainly open
their Eyes at laft. For Difappointments and
Diltreffes will effeCtuate that Cure, which Rea-
{fon and Argument, Lenity and Moderation,
could not perform. In fhort, having been fe-
verely fcourged and difciplined by their own
Rod, they will curfe their Ambitious Leaders
and deteft thofe Mock- Patriots, who involved
them in {o many Miferies. And having been
{furfeited with the bitter Fruts of American
Republicifm, they will heartily with, and pe-
tition to be again united to the Mother Country.
Then they will experience the Difference between
a rational Plan of Conftitutional Dependence,
and the wild, romantic, and deftruétive Schemes
of popular Independence.

Axp you alfo, after you have played the
Hero, and [poke all your fine Speeches ; after
you have been a Guflavus Vafa, and every other
brave Deliverer of his Country ; after you have
formed a thoufand Utopian Schemes, and
been a thoufand Times difappointed ; perhaps

even you may awake out of your prefent po-
littcal



S UBJECT 8 149

litical Trance, and become a reafonable Man
at laft. And aflure yourfelf, that whenever
you can be cured of your prefent Delirium,

and fhall betray no Symptoms of a Relapfe,
you will be received with Affection by

Yeour old Uncle,

Your true Friend,

And faithful Monitor,
A.B.

TRACT



THE

True Interelt of Great-Britam

SET FORTH

In REGARD to the COLONIES ;

And the only MeEans of

Living in Peace and Harmony with them.

E’-@‘G VERY ftrange Notion 1s now induf-
&) A 14y trioully fpreading, thar “ull'the late
@iﬁfﬁ m}hap}?y Stamp-'ffs&, there were no

Bickerings and Difcontents, no Heart-
burnings and Jealoufies fubfifting between the
Colonies and the Mother Country, It feems
il that fatal Period, all was Harmony, Peace,

and Love. Now it is {carcely poilible even for
the
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the moft {uperficial Obferver, if his Knowledge

extends beyond the Limits of a Newipaper,
not to knowy That this is entirely falfe. And if
he is at all converfant in the Hiftory of the Co-
lonies, and has attended to the Accounts of their
original Plantation, their Rife, and Progrefs,
he muft know, that almoft from the very Be-
ginning, there were mutual Difcontents, mutyal
Animofities and Reproaches. Indeed, while
thefe Colonies were in a mere State of Infancy,
dependent on their Mother Country, not only
for daily Protection, but almoft for daily Bread,
it canpot be fuppofed that they would give
themfelves the fame Airs of Self-fufficiency and
Independence, as they did afterwards, in Pro-

portion as they grew up to a State of Maturity.
But that they began very early to fhew no other
Marks of Attachment to their antient Parent,
than what arofe from Views of Self-Intereft and
Self-Love, many convincing Proofs might be
drawn from the Complaints of, and the Inftruc-
tions fo, the Governors of the refpective Pro-
vinces; from the Memorials of our Boards of
Trade, prefented from Time to Time to his Ma-
jefty’s Privy Council againft the Behaviour of
the Colonifts ; from the frequént Petiticns and
Remonftrances of our Merchants and Manu-
faCturers to the fame Effeét: and even from the
Votes and Refolutions of feveral of their Pro-
vincial Affemblies againft the Intereft, Laws,
and
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and Govetnment of the Mother Country; yet
I will wave all thefe at prefent, and content my-
felf with Proofs ftill more authértic and unex-
ceptionable; I mean the pubhc Statutes of the
Realm: For from them it ewdently appears,
that long before there were ary Thoughts of
the Starr‘ip-ﬁ&, the Mother Country h’ad the
follmﬁring Accufations to bring apainft the Co-
lonies, 4z. tfi, That they refufed to fubmit to
her Ordinances and Regulations in Regard 'to
Trade.---2dly, That they attempted to frame
Laws, and to erect Juri{dittions not only inde-
pendently of her, but even in diret Oppofition
to her Authority.---And 3dly, Thatmany of them
took unlawful Methodstofkreen themfelvesfrom

paying the juft Debts they owed to the Merchants
and Manufa&urers of Great-Britain, -
THESE are the Objeltions of the Mother-
Country to the Behaviour of the Colonies long
before their late Outrages; and their prefent Con-
duct i---For even as early as the Year 1670, it
doth appear, that MANY CoMPLAINTS (the very
Words of the At) had been made againtt the
Hmerican Proprietors of Ships and- Véflels, for
¢engaging in Schemes of Traffic, contrary to

the Regulations contained in the A& of Navi-
gation, and 1n other Statutes of the Realm made

for confining the Trade of the Colonies to the
Mother - Country. Nay, fo fenfible was the

Parliament, above an hundred Years-ago, that
U Pro-
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Profecutions for the Breach of thofe Laws woutd:
e, to little. or, no Efiect; if casried on in Ame-
rigan.Courts; ar. before American Juries, that 1t
15.€Xpr efsly ordained,, ¢ It (hall, and may be-law-
« ful. fqr any. Perfon: or Perfons. to prqi’e,cuﬁe
;&-‘fu;h,ShiE or Veflel [,offending as defcribed 1n-
¢« the: grec.c_,d:i,ng} Seckion } in.any Court of Ad-
%f-mipa,];yfpf?:;zzgﬂaﬁd,;} the one Moiety, of the
««. Eorfetture, m Cafe of Condemaation, to be
_1q.his, Majeftys his Heirs, and Succeflors 3 and
«.the. other Mojety 0. {uch; I’rqic:u_tof OF
. Profecuiors-thereof:” [See 22 and 23 of Clu
. Cap. 26..% 12 and- 13.] And we (ind, that
wwo, Years afterwardss v15: 25.0f Ch 1L €ap. 7-
dhe fame Complainiy WeIe again renewed:s and
in. Confequence thereof; ligher Duties. and; ad-
ditional Penalfigsiwere. laid on, for the;morc ef-
fechually; enforaing of the: Obfervance: of this
and- of the, fopmer Laws Buc ip: Spite of all
that was. dane, Things. grew worfe: and worle
every Days, - Fo it is objervable; that in the
Year 1696, the very Apghority of the Englifh
}:égifmm,_rﬁ,:fo.rfmakingfuf:h*laaws.a_nd Regula-
tons,, feamed:to; bave been called-1n, Qaefticn ;.
whichy Authority,, therefore, the: Parliament was.
obliged to affert in 1erms. Very peremptory s---
and F iy likewife-add,. vary-prophetical.  The
1aw: made: oo this Qcgafion Was the- famous
Searure of the 7eh and 8thyof William.\11. Cap..7.
whereins affer the Recital of divers ALts
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«« made for the Encouragement of the Nawga-
“ tion of this ngdom, and for the beiter fe-
“ curing and regulating the Plantation Trade,
< jt1s remarked, thatnotwnhﬁandmﬂ'fuch Laivs,
« great Abufes are daily commltted to the Pre—
“ judice -of the Englifh Navlgatlon Gid the
«« Lofs of gréat. Part of the Piantation Trade
< to this Kingdom, by the Artifice and Cunmng
“ of ill difpoféd Perfons.” Then, Havifig pre-
feribed fuch Remedies as thcfe great ’Ewls
feemed to require, the A&t goes onat §. 7. to
ordain, ¢ That all the Pen;ﬂtres and Forfeittres
« beforementioned, not in this A 'pérthi'é‘if-
< Jarly difpofed of, Thall be oné third Part to
« the Ufe of his Majelty, his Heirs, and Suc—
¢ ceH‘ors, and one third Part'to the Governor
 of the Colony or Plantation where x;he Oﬁ’ence

< thall be committed, and the Other third Part
« to fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall Tue For the

© fame, to be recovered in any of his Majcﬁy s
« Courts at /¥gftminfter, or in the Kingdom of
¢ Jreland, or in the Courts of Admlra‘ltv held in
“ his Majefty’s Plantations refpe&wely, where
<« fuch Offence fhall be committed, at the Plea-
< fure of the Officer or Tnformer, -orn any other
¢« Plantation belonging roany-Subfe& of £ugland,
«« wheréin no Fffoin, Prote&ion, ot Wager of
« Law fhall be allowed; and that where any
“ Queftion fhall arife-concerhing the' Impotta-
“ tion or Expertation of any Goods into or otit

U2 “ of
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«« of the faid Plantations, in fuch Cafe the Proof
< {hall lie upon the Owner or Claimer; and
“ the Clalmer fhall be rcputed to be the Impor-
« ter or Owner thereof.”

Now here it is obvious to every Reader, that
the Sufpicions which the Parliament had for-
merly conceived of the Partlahty of Awmerican
Courts, and American Juries in Trials at Law
with the Mother-Country, were fo far from
being abated by Length of Ture, that they
were grown higher than ever ; becaufe it ap-
pears by this very Ad, ‘that the Power of the
Officer or Informer was greatly enlarn'ed hav-
ing the Option now granted him of thrce dif-
fercnt Countries for profecuting ‘the Offence ;
whereas n the former of Charles 11, made 16
Years before, he had enly two. Morcover it
was thlS Time further ordained, that the Onus
pra’bandz thould reft on the Defendant, and alfo
that no * hITom, Prote&lon, or T Wager of
Law fhould be allowed him.

Bur above all, and in order to prevent, If
poffible. “évery Sort of Chicane for the future,
and to fruftrate all Attempts of the Colomes

* An Effoin fignifies, in Law, a Pretence or Excufe,
+ A Wuger at Law, is a Power granted to the Defen-

dant to favear, together with other Compurgators, that he
owes nothing to the Plaintiff in the Manner fet forth,—It

i3 eafy to fcc what ufe would have been made of fuch 2
Power, had it been allowed.

either
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either to throw off or evade the Power and Ju-
rifdiction of the Mother Country,---It was at

§ 9. « further enacted and declared by the Au-
« thority aforefaid, that ali Laws, Bye-Laws,
<« Ufages, or Cuftoms, at tis Time, or which
« hiereafter fhall be in Practice, or endeavoyred,
« or pretended to be in Force or Praltice, in any
« of the faid Plantations, which are in any wife
< repugnant to the before-mentioned Laws, or
“ any of them, fo far as they do relate to the
¢« faid Plantations, or any of them, or which are

‘ any ways repugnant to this prefent A&, or
¢ TO ANY OTHER LLAW HEREAFTER TO BE MADE

«« yxv THis Kincpom, {o far as fuch Law thall
t« relate to, and mention the faid Plantations,
‘¢ are ILLEGAL, NULL, AND VOID TQ ALL IN-
¢ TENTS AND PURPOSES WHATSOEVER.”
Worps could hardly be devifed to exprefs
the Sentiments of the Euglifh Legiflature, more
fully and ftrongly, than thefe have done: And
if ever a Body of uninipired Men were endowed
with a Spirit of Divination, or of forefeeing,
and alfo of providing againft untoward future
Events, as far as human Prudence could extend,
the King, Lords, and Commonsof the &ra 1696,
were the very Men.  For they evidently fore-
faw, that a Time was approaching, when the
Provincial Affemblies would difpute the Right
of American Sovereignty ‘with the grear -and
.general Council of the Britifk Empire: And

therefore
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therefore they took effeftual Care that, whenever
the Time came, no Law, no Frececdent, nor
Prefcription fhould be wanting, whercby the
Mother Country might affert her conftitutional
and inherent Right over the Colonies.

But notwithftanding thefe wife "recautions,
fome of the Colonies found Ways and Means to
evade the Force and Mcaning even of this ex-
prefs Law ; at leat for a Time, and *ull the
Legiflature could ‘be fufficiently apprized of the
Injury defigned. The Colonifts, who practifed

thefe difingenuous Arts with moft Succels, were
thofe who were endowed with chartered Govern-

ments, and who, 1n Confequence of the extra-
ordinary Favours thereby indulged them, could
nominate or ele€t their own Council, and (if
my Memory doth not fail me) their own Go-
vernors likewife ;—at leaft, who could grant
fuch Salaries to their Governors, and with fuch
Limitations, as would render them too depen-
dent on the Wiil and Pleafure of their Pay-
Matfters. Hence therefore it came to pafs, that
n the Colonies of Rhiode-[fland and Providence
Plantations, Connelticut, the Maffachufer’s Bay,
and New Hampflire, the Governors of thefe
Provinces fuffered themfelves to be perfueded to
give their Sanction to certain Votes and Refolu-
tions of their Affemblies and Councils ; whereby
Laws were enalted firft to iffue out Bills of
Credit to a certain Amount, and then to make

2



S U B J EC T S 159

a Tender of thofe Bills to be confidered as an
adequate Diicharge of Debts, and a legal Re-
leafe from Payment. A moft compendious Me-
thod this for getting out of Dibt! And were
the like Artifice to be authorized every where,
I think it is very evident, that none but the
moft ftupid Ideot would be incapable of dif~
charzing. his Debts, Bonds, or Obligations
and that tco without advancing any Money.

HowtevEeR, as foon as the Br*i{g"_//z Legiflature
came to be fully apprized of this Scheme of Ini-
quity, they pafled a Law, “to regulate and
« reitrain Paper Bills of Credit in his Majefty’s
¢« Colonies or Plantations, of Riede Ifland and
« Providence Plantations, Comnedlicut, the Maf-
«“ fachufet’s Bay, and New Hampfhire, in Ame-
 ric@s and to PREVENT THE SAME BEING LE-
¢ 5ar, TENDERS 1N PAYMENTS oF Moxry.”---
This is the very Title of the Starute; but for
further Particulars, and for the different Regula-
tions therein contained, confult the Aét ielf,
24th of George 11. Cap. 53, Auino 1751.

Now will any Man after this dare to fay, that
the Stamp-At was the firft Caufe of Diflention
between the Mother Country and her Colonies ?
Will any Man ftill perfift in maintaining fo grofs
a Paradox, that ’till that fatal Period, the Co-
lonies thewed no Relutance to {fubmit to the
commercial Regulations, no Diipofirion to con-
teft the Authority, and no Delire to Queftion

the
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the Right of the Mother Country? The Man
who can maintain thefe Paradoxes, is incapable

of Conviction, and therefore is not to be rea-
foned with any longer. < But the Stamp-Act
‘“ made dad to become <worfe :---The Stamp-

¢« A¢t irritated and inflamed, and greatly en-
¢ creafed all chofe 11} Humours, which were but
“too predomimnant before.” Granted; and 1
will further add, that any other A&, or any
other Mealure, of the Britifh Government, as
well as the Stamp-Adt, if 1t were to compel
the Colonifts to contribute a fingle Shilling to-
wards the general Expence of the Britifi Em-
pire, would have had the fame Effe&t. For,
be 1t ever remembered, that the Colonifts did
not fo much objelt to the Mode of this Tax-
ation, as to the Right 1tfelf of levying Taxes.
Nay, their Iriends and Agents here in England
were known to have frequently declared, That
if any Tax were to be crammed down their
Throats without their Confent, and by an Au-
thority which they difallowed, they had rather
pay this Stamp-Duty than any other.

But indeed, and properly fpeaking, it was

f Y

not the Stamp-A& which increafed or heightened
thefe ill Humours in the Colonifts; 1t was rather

the Redullion of Canada, which called forth
thofe Difpofitions into Acion which had long
been generating before ; and which were ready

to burlt forth at the firft Opportunity that fhould
offer.
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offer. For an undoubted Faét itis; that from
the Moment in which Canada came into the
Pofleflion of the Englifh, an End was put to
the Sovereignty of the Mother-Country over
her Colonies. They had then nothing to fear

from a foreign Enemy ; and as to their own do-
meftic Friends and Reiations, they had for {o

many Years preceding been accultomed to tref-
pafs upon their Forbearance and Indulgence,
éven when they moft wanted their Protection,
that it was no Wonder they fhould openly re-
nounce an Authority which they never thoroughly
approved of, and which now they found to be no
longer neceffary for their own Defence.

BuT here fome may be apt to afk, ¢ Had the
«« Colonies no Provocation on their Part? And
¢« was all the Fault on one Side, and none on
« the other ?” Probably not:---Probably there
were Faults on both Sides. But whar doth this

ferve to prove? lf to exculpate the Colon:es in
regard to therr prefent refractory Behaviour, 1t
is needlefs. For I am far from charging our

Colonies in particular with being Sinners above
others; becaufe I believe (and if 1 am wrong,

let the Hiltory of all Colonies, whether antient
or modern, from the Days of Thucydides
down tp the prefent Time, confute me if 1t can)
I fay, ’till that is done I believe, that 1t 1s the
Nature of them all to afpire after Independence,
and to fet up for themielves as foon as ever they

X find



162 PoLiticaL ahd CoMMERCIAL

find that they are able to- fubift, without being:
beholden to the Mother-Country.  And if our
Americans have exprefled themdelves fooner on
this Head than others have done, or in a more
dire¢t and daring Manner, this ought not to be
imputed to any greater Malignity, or Ingrati-
tude in them, than in others, but to that
free Conftieution, which is the Prerogative and
Boaft of us all. We ourlelves derive our
Origin from thofe very Saxens, who inhabited
the lewer Parts of Geriany 5 and yet I think it is
fufhciently evident, that we are not over cum-
plaifant o the Defcendants of thefe lower Saxans,
1. e. to the Ofispring of our own Progenitors
nor can we with any Colour of Realon, pretend
to complain that even the Boflonians have treated
us more incignantly than we have treated the

Hanoverians.  What then would have been the
Cafe, if the litle infignificant Electorate of
Hemnover had prefumed to retain a Claim of So-
vereignty ovet fuch a Country as Great-Britain,
the Pride and Miftrefs of the Ocean? And yet,
I believe, that in Point of Extentor Territory,
the prefent Lle€toral Dominions, infignificant as
they are {ometimes reprefented,. are more than
a Moiety of Eagland, exclufive of Scotland and
Wales : Vhereas the whole Ifland of Greas-
Britain, 1s {carcely a twenueth Part of thofe vaft
Regions which go under the Denomination of

North-sdmerica.
Besipes,



Besipgs, if the Admerican Colonies belonging
to France or Spain, have not yet {et up for In-
dependence, or thrown oiff the Mai’que fo much
as the Englifhi Colonies have done---what 1s this
fuperior Referve to be impued to? Mot to
any greater fihal Tendernefs 1n them for their
refpeltive antient Parents than in others ;---not
to Motives of any national Gratitude, or of na-
tional Honour :---but becaufe the Conftitution
of each of thole parent States 1s much more
arbitrary and defpotic than the Conttitution of
Grear Britaiin, and therctore their refpeltive
Oftsprings are * awed by the Dread of Punifh-
ments from breaking torth into thofe Ourtrages
which ours dare do with Impunity.  Nay more,
the very Colonies of France and $pars, though
thiey have not yet thrown off their Allegiance,
are neverthelels as forward as any 1n difobeying
the Laws of their Mother Countries, wherever
they iind an Intereft i fodoing.  For the Truth
of this Falt, 1 appeal to that prodigious clan-
deftine Trade which they are continually carry-
ing on with us, and with our Colon:cs, contrary
to the exprefs Prohibitions of France and Spain :
And { appeal alfo to thofe very free Ports which
the Britifh Legiflature itlelf hath lately opened

* But notwithitanding this Awe, 1t 1s now pretty gene-
rally known, that the French Cotomils ot Hijpamela en-
deavoured lately to thake off the Government of Old' France,
and applied to the Britife Court tor that Purpofe.

X 2 for
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for accommodating thefe fmuggling Colonifts to
trade with the Subjeéts ot Great-Britain, in Dif-

obedience to the Imunction of their Mother-
Countries.

Enouch furely has been faid on this Subjec
and the Upfhot of the whole Matter is plainly
this,---That even the arbrtrary and defpotic
Governments of France and Spain (arbitrary |
{ay, both in Te;;xpa: als and in Spiritnals) main-
tain their Authority over thcu' American Colonies
but very imperfectly ; in as much as they can-
not reftrain them from breaking through thofe
Rules and Regulations of exclulwe Trade ; for
the Sake of which all Colonies feemed to have
been originally founded. What then fhall we
fay in Regard to fuch Colonies as are the Off-
{pring of a free Conftitution? And after what

Manner, or according to what Rule, are our
own in particular to be governed, without uﬁng
any Force or Compulfion, or purfuing any
Mealure repugnant to their own Ideas of civil
or religious Liberty ¢ In fhort, and to fum up
all, 1n one Word, How fhall we be able to ren-
der thefe Colonies more fubfervient to the In-
terefts, and more obedient to the Laws and Go-

vernment of the Mother Country, than they
wlmtam{y chufetobe 2 After having pondered
and revolved the Affair over and over, I con-
fels, there feems to me to be but the five follow-
ing Propofals, which can poffibly be made, viz.

it
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1ft, To fuffer Things to go on for a While,

as they have lately done, in Hopes that fome
favourable Opportunity may offer for recovering
the Jurifdiftion of the Britifh Legiflature over

her Colonies, and for maintaining the Authority
of the Meother-Country.—Or if thefe tempo-

rifing Meafures thould be found to ftrengthen

and confirm the Ewvil, inftead of removing
it;-——-tht‘n,

2dly, To attempt to per{uade the Colonies to
fend over a certain Number of Deputies, or
Reprefentatives, to fit and vote in the Britifk
Parliament; in order to incorporate America
and Great-Britain into one common Empire.---
Or f this Propofal fhould be found impracti-
cable, whether on Account of the Difficulties
attending it on this Side of the Atlantic, or be-
caufe that the Americans themielves would not
%:oncur i fuch a Meafure ;---then,
| 3dly, To declare open War againft them
as Rebels and Revolters; and afrer having
made a perfect Conqueft of the Country, then
‘to govern it by military Force and defpotic
Sway.---Or 1if this Scheme fhould be judged
(as it ought to be) tne moit deftructive, and the
leaft eligible of any ;---then,

sthly, To propoic to cenfent that America
fhould become the general Scat of Limpire;
and that Great-Britain and Ireland fhould be
governed Dby Vice-Roys {ent over from the

Court
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Court Refidencies, either at Philadelphia or
New Tork, or at {fome other American imperial
City.---Or if this Plan of Accommodation
fhould be 1ll-digefted by home- born Eugliffunen,
who, I will venture to afirm, would never {fub-
mit to fuch an Indignity; --then,

sthly, To propofe to feparate entirely from
the Colonies, by declaring them to be a free
and independent People, over whom we lay no
Claim ; and then by offering to guarantee chis
Freedom and Independence agamnft all foreign
Invaders whomfocver.

Now thefe being all the Plans which, in the
Nature of Things, {eem capable of being pro-
pofed, let us examine each of them in their

Order.
FIRST SCHZEME.

Anp 1ft, as to that which recommends the
fuffering all Things to go on as they hive
lately done, in Hopes that fome favourable Op-
poitunity may arife hereafter for recovering
the Jun{diction, and vindicating the Honour of
the Mother Country.

Tnuis Propofal 1s very unhappy at firft
fetting out; becaufe it takes that for granted,
which Hi:ftery and Experience prove to be falfe.
it {fuppoles, that Colonies may become the more
obedient, in Proportion as they are fulicred to
grow the more headitrong, and to reel their own

Strength and Independence s, than which Sup-
: pofition
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polition there cannot be a more palpable Ab-
furdity.. For if a Father is not able to govern
his Son at the Ages of 14 or 16 Years; how

can it be fuppofed that he will be better able
when the Youth 1s become a Man of full Age
and Stature, in the Vigour of Health and
Strength, and the Parent perhaps more fecble
and decrepid than he was before? Befides, it is
a Fa&, thar the Colonies, from almoft one End
of North-America to the other, have already re-
volted from under the Jurifdiltion of the Britifl
Legiflature ;---each Houfe of Affembly hath
already arrogated to themfelves a new Name, by
ftiling themfclves an House or Compons; in
Confrquence of which Stile and Title, they have
already declared, that the Britifh Houfe of Com-
mons neither hath, nor ought to have, any
Right to intermeddle in their Concerns.  Now,
after they have advanced thus far already, what
Rhetoric would you ufe for calling thefe Ke-
volters back? And i1s 1t atall probable, that the
Provincial Aflemblies would be induced by the
Force of Oratory to renounce their own Impor-
tance, and to acknowledge that to be a Crime,
which both they, and the People whom they re-
prefent, glory in as their Birth-right and un-
alienable Prerogattve ? The Man who can fup-
pofe thefe Things, muft have a molt extraordi-
nary Opinion of his own Eloquence,

Bur
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But here perhaps fome may be inclined to
afk, Why would you meddle with the Colonies,
at all? And why not fuffer Things to remain
in flatu quo? The obvious Anfwer ro which
Queftions is this,---* That 1t 1s not the Mother-
Country which meddles with the Colonies,
but the Colones which meddle with the
Mother-Country : For they will not permit her
to govern in the Manner fhe ought to do, and
according to the original Terms of the Conttitu-
tion; but are making Encroachments on her
Authority every Day. Moreover as they in-
creafe in Riches, Strength, and Numbers,
their civil and military Eftablithments muft ne-
ceffarily increale likewife; and feeing that this
Circumftance is unavoidable, who is to defray

the growing Expences of thefe increaling and
thriving Colonies?-- ¢ The Colonies them{elves
“ you will naturally fay, becaufe none are {o fit,
“ and none fo able:” And perhaps fome Ame-
rican Advocates will likewile add, ¢ That the

..

* See the preceding letter from a Merchant in London to
his Nephew in America ; whereinitis proved, toa Demonftra-
tion, that the Powers, which the Colonies will not allow the
Mother-Country mow to exercife over them, are no other
than what always belonged to her from the very firft Period
of their Settlements, and according to the eriginal Terms of
their Conftitution.  ‘I'he Queftion therefore is, Which of
the two, the Colonies, or the Mother-Country, ufurps on
the legal Rights and conflitutional Privileges of the other?

¢« Colonies
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«« Colonies do not refufe to defray thefe Ex-
¢ pences, provided they fhall be the /ol Fudges
« of the Quantum to be raifed, or the Mode
« of raifing it, and of the Manner ot its Ap-

« plication.” But here lies the Difficulty,
which remains yet to be folved : For if the Co-

lonies are to be allowed to be the fole Fudges in
thefe Matters, the Sovereignty of the Britifh
Legiflature is entirely atan End ; and thefe Co-
lonies become in Fact, as much independent of
their Mother-Country, as we are independent of
Hanover or Hangver of us ;---only indeed with
this Difference (which an American always chules

to forget) That whereas we lay a Daty on all
raw Materials coming from the Electoral Do-

minions, we give a Bounty on thofe which are
imported from the Colonies. Befides, many
will be apt to afk, Could not this Matter be
compromifed 1n fome Degree? And will nothing
lefs content the Colonies than a total Revolt
trom under the Juiifdition of the Mother-
Country ?--Some well-meaning Perfons have
propofed, that each Colony, like each Country
here in England, fhould be allowed to raife
Taxes for its own internal Ufes, whilft the Britifk
Parliament, the fovereign Council of the Britifk
Empire, fhould prefide over the whole; and
therefore fhould enact fuch Laws for the levying
of thole general Taxes, as are to be applied for

the common Protection, the Good, and Benefit
Y of
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of all. But the Misfortune 1s, that the Colonies
will not confent to this ’artition of Power and
Jurifdi¢tion ; confequently any Scheme of this
Nature is utterly impracticable. Indeed the
late Stamp-Act wlelf was no other than a Part
of this very Scheme: For the Money to be
raifed by that Tax, was to bc applied to the
fole Ufe of the Colonies, and to be expended no
where elfe but in the Colonies. Nay 1t was not
the Motety, nor yet the third, nor the fourth
Part of the Sum which Great-Britain was to
have raifed on the fame Account, and to have
expended in the fame Provinces:---So anxious
was the ancient indulgent Parent not to lay too
heavy a Burden on her favourite Children. But

alas! Favourites of all Kinds {eldom make thole

returns of Gratitude and Obedience, which
might be expected. For even as to that boafted

Loyalty, which the Colonies have hitherto pro-
feffed to maintain towards his Majelty King
George,---this ftands, and muft ftand, according
to their prefent political Syftem, on as precari-
ous a footing as any of the relt of our Claims:
For if the Britifk Parliaments have no Right to
make Laws to bind the Colonies, they certainly
ought not to be allowed to prefcribe to them who
fhallbe their King ;---much lefs ought they to pre-
tend to a Right of enalting, That it fhall be a

moft capital Offence, even Hicu Treason
iielf, 1na Colonift to dare to controvert the
Tile
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Title of any Prince or any Family, to the
Aimnericans Throne, whom the Britiff Parliament
fhall place thereon. |

Besipes, fome of thofe lower Houfes of
Aflemblies (which each Province now affets to
call izs Houfe of Commons) have already pro-
ceeded to greater Lengths of Sovereignty and
Independence than a Britifl: Houfe of Commons
cver prefumed to do except in the Days of the
arand Rebellion.  For they have already arro-
gated to themfelves a Power of difpofing, as
well as of raifing the public Monies, without the
Confent of the other Branches of the Legifla-
ture; which 1s, in fadl, nothing lefs than the
Lrection of fo many fovereign and independent
Democracies. Nay more, there 1s a general Com-
binatton and Confederacy entered into among
them al]l: Ior each Houfe of Aflembly hath
lately appointed a ftanding Committee for cor-
refponding with the ftanding Committees of
other Provinces, 1n order the more effectually

to oppofe the Authority and Jurifdition of the
Mother-Country.

WaaTt then 1s to be done in fuch a Cafe?
Evident it 1s beyond a difpute, that timid and
temporifing Meafures ferve to no other Purpofe
but that of confirming the Colonies in their
Oppalition, and ftrengthening them in their pre-
ient Revolt.

Y SCHEME

(2
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SCHEME Il

WrerEerFORE the 2d Propofal s, To attempr
to perl'u;ide the Colonies to fend over a certain
Number of Reprefentatives to {it and vote in
the Briti/k Parliaments, in order to incorporate
America and Great-Britain 10to one commonn
Empire.

* ThHis is the Scheme of a very worthy Gen-
tleman, éminéntly verfed 1n the Laws and Con-
fticution of Great-Britein, and what 15 {lll
better, a real, not a pretended Patriot.  Letus
therefore examine it with as much Refpect and
Deference to his Opinion, as the Caufe of

Truth will permit; which I am well perfuaded,
is full as much as he would require. .

He begins with obferving very juftly, Page 4,
¢ That the Subjetts of the Crown of Great-
« Britain, muft (1. c. ought to) continue to be
“ fo 1n every Refpect, in all Parts of the
« World, while they live under the Protec-
¢« nion of the Britifh Government: and that
<« their crofling the Atlantic Ocean with the
“ King’s Licence, and refiding in America for
“ the Purpoles of Trade, cannot affect their

»

* See a Pamphlet,---¢ Confiderations on the Expediency
< of cdm,tting Reprefentatives from the American Colonies

< in t~ the Brityfs Hou.e of Commons.”---London, printed
for B. Wuite, 1770, *

“ Jegal
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« lepal Subjection to the governing Powers of
« the Community to which they belong.

« But yet he oblerves, that the toral Want

«« of Reprefentatives in the great Ceuncil of the

«« Nation, to fupport their Interefts, and give an

« Affent on their Behalf to Laws and Taxes by

<« which they arebound and affected, is 2 Aisfor-

« tune, which every Friend to Liberty and equal

«« Government muft be forry to {ee them labour
« under, and from which he muft with them to

« be relieved in a regular and conftirutional
«« Manner, if fuch Relief can poffibly be afforded
<¢ them, without breaking the Unity of the Britifh
« Geuerniment.”

He therefore proceeds, at Page 10, to propofe
his Scheme for remedying this Misfortune;

piz. % That abouteighty Perfons might be ad-
« mitted to fit 1n Parhiament, as Alemdbers of

« the Commons Houle of Parliament for all
« the King’s Dominions in America, the IVefi-
< [udies, as well as North smerica; and that
¢ their Stile and Title thould be Tue Com-
¢« MissIONERS OF THE CoLon1Es oF AmMERICA.”
After this he goes on o fix the Numbers re-
quifite to reprefent each Colony, their Quahifi-
cation, and the Mode of their Eleltiony alfo
the Time of their continuing 1n Olfice, and the
Manner of their being re-eleéted, or fuperfeded
by others, if that fhould be judged necefiary
In all which, tho’ the Propofals are not quite

COll-
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confittent with the Unity of the Britifh Goverg-
ment, yet as he has obviated the principal Dif-
ficulties, it would be both ill-natured and unjuit
to {py out every mall Fault, or to magnify Ob-

jections.
But when he come to give us the Form, the

Extent, and the Limitation of thefe Com-
miffions ; nay, when he propofes to circumfcribe
the Authority and Juri{di¢tion of the Britifk

Parliament itfelf, even after 1t hath been
ftrengthened by the Acceffion of thefe Colony-

Reprefentatives; there, 1 humbly apprehend,
the importance of the Subjeét fhould prepon-
derate over mere Deference and Complaifance.
Nay I will oo full further, and add, that if the
Meafures propofed fhould be fhewn to have a
Tendency to beget endlefs Jealoufies, Quarrels,
and Duivilions, between the Mother-Country
and the Coclonies, inftead of proving a Means
of Reconcihation, and a Center of Union, the
Gentleman himfelf, I am fully perfuaded, would
be among the firft in rejeting his own Plan,
Let us therefore now defcend into Particulars.
Anp 1ft, 1t is propofed, Page 11, That they
(the Commiffioners) fhould receive a Commif-
fion in Writing from their Eleftors (viz. the

* Affemblies in each Province) ¢ iMpowERING
¢ them

* Quere, Whether 1t 1s intended that the loawer Houfes

1n each Affembly fhould have the fole Right of voting for
thefe
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« them to fit and vote 1n the Britifh Houfe of
« Commons, and confult with the King, and
« the Great Men of the Kingdom, and the
«« Commonsof the famein Pailamentaffembled,
““ upon the great Affairs of the Nation, and to
« consenT on the Behalf of the Province,
« for which they were chofen, to fuch Things
“ a5 thall be ordained in Parliament, 9.

Now this Forin might pals very well among
ourfelves at FHome, where the Majority are not
continually on the Watch to {py out every Flaw,
real or imaginary : But in regard to the Colo-
nifts, and eipecially an Affembly of Colonifts,
the Cale i1s widely different: Ior itis well known
that their Wits are perpetually at work to avail
themfelves even of the Shadow of an Argument
to oppole the Right and Authority of the
Mother-Country.  Therefore they will imme-
diately {eize on the Words simpowering and Con-
fent, and reafon after the following fallacious
Manner :---¢ The Aflemblies who elefted the
« Commiffioners, have a Richt to inftruét

thefe Commiflioners ; Or both Houfes jointly? If the
former, then the Colony Governments would become fill
more democratical than they now arc, tho’ already fo, to
fuch an exceflive Degree, as to be almoit incompatible with
any Idea of Monarchy : Butif eich Houfe 1s to vote fe-
parately, what Jars and Faftions, and rcciprocal Re-
proaches, would this occafion! And how would they be
able to agrec ! In thort, cither Way, the Profpedt 1s alarm-
ing !

“ them ;
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¢ them; and thefe Inftrutions, when properly
“ drawn up, are no other than {o many Trults
“ or Powets granted to them from Time to
“ Time, by the Aflembly which elected them ;
¢ which Aflembly hath therefore a Rightto con-
“ traCt or enlarge their Commiffion, as they
¢ fhall find 1t to be the Intereft of the Province
“{o to do. Conlequently, if thefe Commf-
““ fioners fhould at any Time vorte contiaiy to
¢ their Inftrutions, that 1s, to their Commiffion,
“ 1t follows, that in thefe Refpets they have
“ exceeded the Bounds prefcribed by their
“ Ilectors.  Therefore, being themfelves pro-
“ hibited from voting, and having no Authority
“ 1o vote in {uch a Queftion, every Law wherein
“ thev gave their Suffrage, aficéting the Interefts
““ of the Colonies in general, or any Province in

“ particular, 1s 190 fadlo #all and void.”
Agcaix,--- The Colony Commifiioners are
“to give thetr Coifent in Belalf of the Prevince
““ for which they are chofen, to fuch Things as fhatl
““ be ordatned in Parlicincns.  This is the Foun-
““ dation and Corner-Stone of all the Building :
‘““ And therefore, if fuch or fuch Commiflioners
“did wot give their Confent’in Behalf of the
“ Provinces for which they were chofen, then
““ it follows, of Courfe, that no Law, affelling
“ the Interefts of fuch reipective Provinces, 1s
“ obligatory, no Tax due or payable, nor any
““ Regulations made by the preiended Authority
“ of
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<. ofthe Britifh Parliament without the Con-
¢ fent of fuch Commiffioners, dre to be at all
« regarded by the Zmerican Elettors.”--- Thele
are a few of thofe blefled €onclufions, which
the Politicians on the other Side of the Arlgnsic
will certainly draw from the Terms and Expref-
{ions contained in fuch 2 Form. And what is
ftill worfe, both our own haired-brained Repub-
licans, and our Mock-Patriots at Home will as
certainly adopt the fame Language, and echo
back the fame fpecious, tho’ falfe Allegations,
from one End of the Kingdom to the other.
Indeed many there are, even among ourfelves,
who, with the moft honelt and upright Inten-
tions, are at a Lofs at prefent how to difintangle
themfelves from theie fallacious Re:ii‘unings.

For having unhappily learnt in Newfpaper Dif-
fertations, and from Coffee-houfe Harangues,
that the Deputies fent to the great Council of
the Nation, are the mere Atternics of thofe who
eleted them ;---the Inference 1s but natural,
that thefe Attorriies ought to do as they are bid ;
and that in Cafe of Competition, they ought
not to prefer their ewn private Opinions to the
Judgment of their Conftituents.---1 fay, this
Inference 1s natural; nay 1t 1s neceflary, juft,
and true, ivere the Premifes but true from

whence 1t 1s deduced.
WHEREFORE, having often had the Advan-
tage of hearing no lefs a Perfon than the late
Z X~
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excellent Judge Foster, that true Friend to
all reafonatle Liderty, Civil and Religious,---1
fay, having often Jeard him difcourfing on the
Rife and Qrigin of Parliaments, I will venture
to Iay his State of the Cafe before my Reader,
hoping that it may remove all his Difficulties (if
he has any} and work the fame Fulnefs of Con-
viction in his Mind, which it did in mine.

“ To reafon accurately, faid this upnight and
“ able Lawyer, an the Ongin of Parhaments,
“ we muft trace the Matter up to. its conftituent
“ Principies.  Now the firft 1dea which ftrikes
« one con this Occalion is, that of a large Af-
« fembly of different Tnibes of Warriors, either
« preparing for fume mihtary Expedition, or
« got togeiher, after a Victory, to fhare the
¢« Booty, and Jivide the Lands among the Con-
¢« quercrs. When all are met together in one
iy P]L‘i(_c,. they chufe a Committee tor managing
«« their Affairs 3 having tound 1t impracticable
« to tranfall any Bufwefs of Confequence in
« any other Way. Now this Commiteee,
« chefen by the whole Nation, actually aflem-
«« bled, gives us the firft rude Draught of a na-
¢« tiopal Parblament, or a nauonal Council.
« Butin procefs of Time, and when the Nauon
«« had made large Conquelts, and was cantoned
¢« into Ciftant Provinces, it was found to be ex-
« gremely inconvenicit to affemole the whole

« Naton togetiar 1nto one Place.  Therefore
L 3¢
the
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« the next, and indeed the only Expedient, was,
“ that each Canton, or each Diftni&t, which could
“ affemble, fhould be authorized to elect a De-
‘“ puty, or Deputies, not foritfelf alone, THAT
““ 1s THE GRaND Mi1sTakE, but for the Nation
“at large, which could not affemble; and the
““ Powers to ‘be granted to fuch Deputy, or
“ Deputies, were jult the fame as the Nation
“ would have granted to them had it been ac-
¢« tually affembled. Hence therefore it comes
““ to pafs, that each Deputv-reprefents the whole
“ Nation in general, as much asif he had been
““ eleted by the whole Nation; and confe-
““ quently {uch a Deputy is the Attorney (if he
‘ muft be calied by that Name) not of any one
“ particular Tribe, Society, or Diftriét, but of
““ the whole colleftively : So that it becomes the
¢« Duty of his Office to take Care of the Taterelts
< of all the People n general, becanfe e repive-
« fents them all. In fhort, he cannct, contiitently
¢ with the Duty which he owes to the whole,
¢ pay any Deference tothe Requeft, Inftruction,
 Remonftrance, or Memorial, of his particular
“« Electors, except in fuch Cafes only wherein
¢ he 15 convinced 1n his Conicience, that the
““ Meatures, which they require him to purtue,
““ are not incompatibie with the public Gsod.”
Trus far this great Juage of the Britifl Con-
ftituton. And tho” many important Interences
might be drawn from hence, which would cf-

Z 2 fectually
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remove thofe Difficulties, with which the Sub-
ject has of late been artfully and ftudiouily per-
plexed (and particularly in the Cafe of the
Expulfion* of a Member of the Houfe of Com-
mons) yet I {hall content myfelf with one general
Remark at prefent; wiz. That as each Clafs of
Men, each Society or Diftrict, throughout the
Britif. Empire, are as much reprefented by
thofe Deputies, whom they did not perfonally
eled, as they are by thofe whom they did; it
therefore follows, that there is no need, that the
Deputies, particularly ele@ed by them, fhould
give their perfonal Confent to any Als of the
Legiﬂature . becaufe a Vote of the Majority is
in tact a Vote of the Nation to all Intents and
Purpofes.

Bur 1t1s now high Time to attend to another
Part of this Gentleman’s Plan for admitting
Commiffioners from the Colonies to fit and vote

in the Britifi Houfe of Commons.

AND that is, 2dly, the Extent of their Com-
miffion, and indeed the boundary Line prefcribed
to the Britiff Parliament itfelf, whenever it fhall
intertere n Aerican Affairs.  For it feems (fee

‘_"——_-—-——-—_._——____.__________

* Surely the Nation might have expelled Mr. Wirkes,
or have ftruck his Name out of the Lift of Committee,
had 1t been affembled, and had it thought proper fo to do.
What then fhould hinder the Deputics of the Nation from
doing the fame Thing ? And which ought to prevail ia this
Cafe, the Nation in gencral of the County or Middlefex ?

P.14)
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P. 14} ¢« That this legiflative Power of Parlia-
« ment thould be exercifed but fe/doin, and on Oc-

“ rafions af greal Necellity. Whatever related to
¢« the internal Government of any particular

«« Colony (fuch as raifing the neceffary Taxes for

« the Support of 1ts civil Government, and
¢ paffing Laws for building Bridges, or Churches,
«¢ or Barracks, or other public Edifices ) thould be
¢« left to the Governor and Aflembly of that
¢« Colony o tran{att among themfelves, unlefs
¢« in Cafes where the domeftic Diffentions of the

¢ Colony put a Stop to public Bulinels, and
“ created a Kind of Neceffity for the Interpofi-

« tion of the [upreme Legiflature. But when
< any general Tax was to be 1h:pofed upon all
< the American Colonies for the Support of a
« Wer, or any other fuch general Purpofe ; or
« any new Law was to be made to regulate the
«« 'Trade of all the Colonies; or to appoint the
<« Methods by which Debts owing from the In-
«« habitants of cne Colony to thofe of another,
<« or of Great-Britain, thould be recovered ; or
“ to direct the Manner of bringing Criminals
“ to Juftice who have fled from one Colony to
«« another; or to fettle the Manner of quar-
« tering the King’s Troops 1n the feveral Co-
“ Jonies; or of levying Troops in them, and
«« the Number each Colony fhould certuribute;
« or to lettle the proportionable Values or dife-
¢ rent Cons that fhould be made cuirentn the

¢ feveral
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< {everal provinces; or to eftablifh a general
<« Paper-Currency throughout America ; or for
<« any other gencral Purpofe that relates to fe-
<t veral Colonies :---In thefe Cafes the Authority
cc of Parliament thould be employed.”

Here now is a Kind of Barrier fet up be-
tween thefe two contending Powers, the Britifh
Parliament, and the Provincial Affemblies ;---
a Barrier, which mufl be held fo {acred by both
Parties, as to limit their refpe&tive Pretenfions,
and to extinguifh all further Claims. ILet us
therefore fee how well this Scheme is calculated
to anfwer {uch good Purpofes.

Axp firft 1t1s faid, that the Parliament ought
to interfere but feldom; and then only on Oc-
cafions of great Necefity. Now here permit
me to afk, Who are to be the 7udges of what is
feldom, or what is frequent 2 Moreover, who is
to determine between the Parliament and the
Provincial Affemblies, when there is a greas
Neceflity for the Interference of the former, and
when there 1s but a /it#le one, or none at all ¢---
Obvious 1t 1s, to all the World, that thefe jealous
Rivals will never fettle fuch Points among
themfelves ; and if they will not fettle them, in-
deed if they cannot, who is to be their common
Umpire or Referee? Befides, granting even
that this Difficulty could be got over in fome
Degree, another formidable one immediately

ftarts up, like another Hydra; wiz. What are
thefe
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thefe Colony Agents to do in our Houfe of
Commons, when no Colony Bufinefs happens
to be tranfalted ? Are they to remain as fo
many MutEs, without [peaking a Word, or
eiving a fingle Vote for Weeks, or Months, or
perhaps for a whole Seflion together ?.--Cr are
they to fic and vote in all Britiffe Caufes, great
or {fmall; notwithitanding that the Britifh Se-
nators are precluded from voting, excepting in
extraordinary Cales, 1n refpelt to the Colonies ?
In either Cafe here feems to be fomething in-
troduced into the Britifh Conftitution of a very
heterogeneous Nature; fomething very repug-
nant to that Unity of Government, which the
Gentleman himfelf allows ought to-be preferred
to every other Confideration: And I will add
further, that if the Colony-Commiffioners are
to fit and vote in all our Caules, tho’ our Brisifk
Reprefentatives are reftrained from voting 1n
theirs, perhaps ninety-nine Times in an Hun-
dred, this will be the fetting up of one of the
moft partial, unequal, and unjult Syltems of
Pacification, that cver yet appeared in the

World.

We therefore procecd to another welghty
Objection againft the prefent Plan.—The Terms
of this new Compatt are declared to be, That
the Colony Affemblies fhall be invefted with the
Right of juternal and provincial Jurifdiction and

Legiflation ; while the Briifk Parliament, ,_c;'f:n
after
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after the Acceffion of thefe 8o Colony Com-
miffioners, fhall be content to retain only that
which is external and gemeral.—— But here
alas] the very fame Difficulties return which
prefled fo hard before: For who is to judge
between the Britifh Parliament and the Provin-
cial Affemblies in thefe Refpeéts? Who will
venture to afcertain 1n every Cafe what 15 ex-
ternal and general ; and what is merely internal
and provmmal ? Nay indeed, may pot the very
fame Things juftly pafs under both Denomina-
tions, according as they are feen from difierent
Points of View? Surely they may; and to
convince any Man of this, let him attend to the
very Catalogue of Articles, with which this Gen-
tleman hath himfelf prefented ws. For at
Page 14, he obfewcs, ““ That whatever related
< to the internal Government of any particular
“ Colony, fhould be left to the Governor and
‘“ Affembly of that Colony to tranfadt among
« themfelves;” among which Articles belong-
ing to internal Government he enumerates thc
bulldmg of Barracks, and of other purLic Edi-
fices; and yet both he and every Man muft al-
low, that the butlding of Barracks, of Forts, and
Fortrefles, the making of King’s Docks and Ca-
reening Places for the Navy, the laying out of
mulitary Roads, and the providing of Mngazinés
for Provifions and military Stores, confidered in
anpther View, are of a general Natare; in the

Erefion
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Eretion and Prefervation of which, the whole
Britifl Empire 1s deeply interefted. And yet
were the Britifh Parhament to frame Laws, and
to levy Taxes on the Americans for thele Pur-

poles, what QOutcries would immediately be
ratfed againft the Mother Country! Every

Fortrefs, nay every Barrack, would be defcribed
as an od:ous Badge of Slavery ; and every little
Magazine would be termed a Monument of
Tyranny and defpotic Power, and a Preparative
for deftroying the few Liberues that were left.,
Again, at the Beottom of the fame Page, he
declares, that the Authority of Parliament
fhould be employed in fettling the Manner of
quarterig the King’s Troopsin the feveral Colonics.
I will not objeét 1o the Interpofition of Parlia-
ment tn fuch a Cale: Ior well I know, that if
the Parliament did not interfere, the T'roops
would very often have no Quarters at all; and
yet this very Circumitance would afford an
American Aflembly the moft invizing Opportu-
nity for Exclamavion and Oppofition. ¢ What!
«« The Britifh Parhament to take upon them to
«“ fettle the Manner of quartering the Troops In
¢ gurown Province, and on our own Inhabitants!
““« Who fo proper Judges as ourfelves, whon or
«« where, or atter what Manner, they thould be
« quartered? Andhow camethe Gentlemen, met
« at Weflmmnfler, to be acquainted with the Cir-
« cumilances of our People, and the Situation
Aa “ of
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<« of Places, bettef than we, who refide on the
« Spot? No! Thefe A&ts of the Britifh Parlia-
““ ment are all baretaced Encroachments on our
¢« Liberties, and open Violations of our Rights
“ and Properties : They are the Chains which
“ our pretended Protectors, but in Reality our
< Egyptian Tafk-Mafters, have beenlong forging
« forus. Let us therefore all unite, and man-
“ fully refift them; let us poftpone the paying
« of Debts, and enter into a general Affociation
« to refufe their Goods, to diftrefs their Trade,
“and to harrafs our cruel Enemies by every
¢ Method in our Power; and if we are thus
« united, they muft yield, as they did before.”
In fhort it would be endlefs to recount all the
Topics which fuch a Scheme as this Gentleman
has propofed would certainly furnifh to every
popular Declaimer 1 every popular Afflembly ;
and the more improbable, the more abfurd and
unjult his Harangues were in Point of found
Argument and juft Reafoning; {o much,
generally fpeaking, the more greedily would
they be received.

However, there 1s one Point more which I
cannot omit, becaufe it wiil throw a furcher
Light on this Matter, and difciofe a new Scene
of patriotic Manccuvres, and the Wiles of Po-
liicians. At Page 13, this Author lays down
a general Rule for the Condu of Parliament

with Refpet to America, viz. <« That it ought
| ¢ o
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*“ to be made a ftanding Order of both Houfes
““ of Parliament, never to pafs any Law, whe-
“ ther for impoling a Tax, or for regulating
“I'rade, or for any other Purpofe whatfoever
““ relating to any of the «merican Colonies, ’tll
““ one whole Year after the firlt reading of the
«« Bill; unlefs 1t be to renew fome expiring
“ Laws of great Importance, and of immediate
“and urgent Neceffity, fuch as the A& for
““ billeting the King’s Troops, and perhaps fome
““ few others that might be fpecially excepted
““ in the Order.”

THis 15 the Reftriétion in Po.nt of Tune,
which our Author propoles to lay on the Par-
hament of Great-Britain. <« They never mulk
 pafs any Law for impofing a Tax ’ull one
< whole Year after the firlt reading of the Bill:”
Why ?2---¢¢ In order to give the jeveral Colonies
¢« an Opportunity of making proper Reprefenta-
¢ tions againit 1t, and to prevent the Parliament
“ from making injudicious Laws, not fuited
<« to the Condition of the Colonies.” A fine
Contrivance truly ! and a moft effectudl Expe-
dient to prevent the Parliament trom ever
making any Laws to oblige the Amexicans to
difcharge their Duty towards their Mother-
Country: For this Gentlenan might have
known, indeed it is hardly pofiible, that the
Faé could have efcaped his Notice, had he re-
collected it, that this very Circumftance of £

Aaz Year’s
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Year’s Procraftination was the main Engine em-
ployed to batter down the late Stamp-A&.
When the Duty on Stamps was firft plopofed
the Americans made as little Objection to 1t, as

could be fuppofed to be made to any new Tax
whatever. Nay, feveral of their popular Ora-
tors and Leaders ufed confiderable Intereft to be
employed as Agents in the Diftribution of thelc
Stamps. But when the Owss and the Pouters
on this Side the Water, faw the Advantage
which the Minifter gave them by a whole
Year's Delay, they eagerly feized the Op-
portunity ; LImiffaries and Agents were dif-
patched 1nto all Quarters ;-—-the New{papers
were filled with Inveltives againft the new-
intended Tax. It was injudiclous !---it was 1ll-
timed !---oppreflive !---tyrannical !---and évery
Thing that was bad ! Letters upon Letters were
wrote to America to excite the People to affociate,
to remonfitrate, and even to revolt. The moft
ample Promies were made from hence, of giv-
ng them all the Affitance which Faétion, and

Clamour, and Mock-patriotifm, could mufter
up. '

WELL, their indefatigable Endeavours proved
but too {uccefstul with an infatwated People :
For a violent Storm was raifed againft the M-
nifter for the Time being, and overfet him, as
they intended.  Our patriotic Outs then became
the surnifterial Ins ; and therefore the Storm hav-

ng
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ing now done 1ts Bufinefs, they had no further
Occafion for it, were-its moft obedient humble
Servants, and wilhed 1t to fubfide. But here
they found themielves egregioufly miftaken.
‘For the Americans had, in their Turn, learnt the
Artof making Tools of them, inftead of being
made Tools by them: So that having been taught
by thefe Preceptors to feel their own Weight
and Independence, they were not to be wheedled
by loothing and cajoling Letters to give over
their Enterprize, or to become a tractable, obe-
dient People for the future. In fhort, hence it
came to pals, that even during the Continuance
of this new and favourite Adminiftration, the
American Spirit was rifing all the while, inftead
of finking. And as like Caufes will always pro-
duce like Effects, elpecially fince Things have
been{ufiered to grow to fuch an Heighth, evident
It 1s to common Senle, that any future Attempt
of the Britifh Parliament to levy a Tax on Awme-
rica, will meet with no better a2 Fate than the
Stamp-Act has done. Moreover, a Year’s De-
lay 1n laying it on will be juft fomuch Timegiven
the Colonies to prepare tor Rattle; and Woe
to that Adminiftration which thall propofe it ;
for they will certainly be overturned by the fame

Arts and Managements which the former were,
and with much greater Eafe.

I fhould now have done with this Gentleman’s
Scheme, were 1t not that I find him, at Page 28,

makmg
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making a Kind of Apology to the Aumericans for
the Conduct of our Parliament in paying the
King’s Debts of his Civil Lit. And I own
myfelf more hurt by this Paragraph, than by
all the reft of his Pamphlet: For as I am tho-
roughly perfuaded, he wrote from Conviction,
and not from any finifter Views, one 1s forry t¢
find fo able, {0 honeft, and upright a Man;
catried away by the Torrent of the Times to
fuch a Degree, as to adopt Notions, which are
almoit too crude for a Club of Livery Pol:tici-
ans met in fome blind Alley at a City Ale-
houfe. His Words are thefe :---<¢ It 1s certain,
« that no {uch (exorbitant) Grants as are above
« mentioned have been made, unlefs in the fingle
< Inftance of the Sum of 513,000l granted to
« his prefent Majefty for the Difcharge of the
« Debts of his Civil Lift.  And in this Cafe I
« can ealily fuppofe, that a Mouve of Com-
« paffion for a Number of mnocent Perfon,
« \wwho would otherwife have been Sufferers from
« that Load upon his Majefty’s Revenue, and
¢« an affectionate Defire of relieving their ex-
« cellent Sovereign (who has in no Inftance en-
« deavoured to violate the Liberties of his Sub-
« jelts) from the unworthy Streights and In-
« conveniences, 11} becoming the Royal Dignity,
““ into which fome of his Minifters had brought
“ him by the injudicions Management of his Re-

« enwe, may have induced many Members of
¢ the
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« the Houfe of Commons to confent to this
“ Grant, without any View to their own private

« Intereft; though at the fame Time I ac-
‘ knowledge 1t to be, confidering all its Circum-

‘“ flances, a dangerous Compliance, and not
¢ worthy to be drawn into Example.”

Now if the Compliance of the Parliament
in diicharging this Debt was dangerous, the
Reafon mufil be, becaufe the Circumftance of
contracting the Debt itfelf was really infamous ;
therefore ought not to be avowed, but had
better be fupprefled in Tendernefs to the Royal
Caufe. Bur can this Author point out any fuch
infamous Circumitances, if he were minded to
make the Difcovery ?---1 dare an{wer for him,
that he cannot. And as I will not fuppofe that

he has more Tales to tell than any other private
Gentleman, and much lefs that he himfelf was
an Accomplice in, or privy to any fuch Scenes
of Iniquity as are here infinuated,---I will now
undertake to prove to him and the World, how
as great a Debt as this, nay a much greater,
might have been contrated in the Space of ten
Years, without the leaft Impeachment of Walte,
Profufion, Mifinanagement, or any other %/~

application whatloever,
~ Every Office, Dignity, Rank, or Station, has

a certain Charaéter to fuftain, which neceffarily
requires a correfpondent Train of Expences;
fo that whether you confider the Demands upon

2
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a King with a Salary of 800,000l. a Year, or
the Demands on a private Gentleman with only
a clear Rental of Sool. a Year, the Scale of Eix-
pences muft be proportionate, the Demands
and Expences being relative one to the other.

We will therefore reafon on what we are moft
converfant with (and with Refpect to which we
may be allowed to be competent Judges) wiz.
on the Cafe of a young Gentleman of a refpec-
table ancient Family, juft come to take Poffel-
fion of an Eftate, which clears him 8col. a
Year.

1ft. THEREFORE, being appointed Shenff of
the County, he muft and ought to go through
that expenfive Office in fuch a Manner as would
reflet no Difgrace on himfelf, or the refpecta-
ble Family from which he 1s defcended (and
the Office of Sheriff belonging to a private
Gentleman is of much the fame Importin Point
of Expence, as the Circumftances of a Coronation
in refpect o Majefty.)

odly. Many Deaths and Funerals within the
above-mentioned Period create another Arucle
of Expence, which muft be borne; with this
peculiar Circumftance attending it, That tho’
he muft bury a Grandfather {uitable to his
Rank, alfo an Uncle, Aunt, a Brother and
Sifters,---y-.t he himfelf acquires mo Addition of

Fortune by their Deceafes.
3(11}’.
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3dly. Sever AL Marriages in the Family, and
his own* in particular; bring ona third Charge,
which furely in Reafon and Con{cience ought not
to be objetted to. L |
4thly. S1x or feven Chriftenings and Lyings-
i, expeniive Articles in all Families, neceffa-
rily happen from the Circumftance of the Cafe,
to be peculiarly expenfive in this: And yet
neither the young Gentleman himfelf, nor any
of his Friends and Well wifhers to the Family,
ought to be fuppofed even to have withed to
have faved thefe extraordinary Charges.
sthly. A Train of unexpected Vificants bring

on another heavy Load; and though they were
not. invited, yet, as they chofe to come, they

muft be recerved with an Hofpitality fuitable to

_* Some fhrewd Politicians have been wife enough to afk,
Why did not his Majelty marry a Jarge Fortune, in order to
re-imburfe fome of thefe Expences?—What large Fortune
would thefe Wifeacres have withed him to have married ?
A Dutchy or Principality on the Continent, in order to en-
gage us {till more 1n Continental Mcafures ?—Or was it to
be a large landed Eftate at Home, to be annexed to the
Crown, like another Dutchy of Lancafter #—This would
have had a fine Influence on EleQionecring, and Englifb
Liberties.—But perhaps they meant, that he fhould have
gone into the City, and have paid his Addrefles to Mifs
Plumbe, the rich Grocer’s Daunghter, or to Mifs Refcounters,
the Heirefs of the great Broker in Change-Alley, And
to be fure, fuch a Match as this would have correfponded
rarely well with the fublime Ideas of City-Politics. Our
antient Nobility would have been delighted in giving the
Precedency to fuch illuftrious Princes of the Blood.

Bb his

ol
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his and their- Dignity, and the Relation- of
Friendfhip -and' Family-Ties fubfifting between:
them,

Apb to all this, 6thly, The uncommon Dear-
nefs of all: Sorts of Provifions, which for fome
Years phit- hath éxceeded any Thing known i
former Taitesy” and which alone hath actually:
fwelled: the Amiount of Houfe-keeping in every’
Family to-a'very confiderable Sum.

Now the young Gentleman having fupported:
himfelf under thefefeveral Preffures and growing
Expences for tén Years togsther, ar laft is
obliged toreqtiett his neareft Friends and deareft
Relations to grant ‘him fome Afliltance; be-
caufé he is-5isl. or almoft three Quarters of o
Fear in Debt;: Heavens! What a Sum | And
is this all againft which {uch loud Outcries have
beenraifed? Yes, this is all! Therefore, indrgnant
Reader, whoever thou art, Engfﬁzndv or Ameri-
can, lay thy Hand on thy Heart, and aftk thyfelf
this' phain' Queftion, What wouldft thou have
drought of fuch a young Man, had he been:
thmc owh Son, thy Grandfon, ot the' Heir-ap-
parent of thy Fortune?. And what Sort of

Tréatmient would he have defervet ar thy
Flands? Therefore, mutato nomine.---Bue I will

add no ‘more: Let Natwre apd Humamey,

Jultice and LEquity, plead their own Caufe.

" Wt have how, Fthink,very fufficiently difcufled

every Partof thisGéntleman’s Plin: Nay,we have
amply
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amply and particularly fhewn, thag his Apolagy
to the Americans 1in Behalf of .the Bjitifh Par-
liament, for paying the Arrears of his Majefty’s
Civil Lift, -was quite a needlefs ‘[hing. For if
no ftronger Proofs can be brought of -their Ve-
nality and Corruption than .this.Inftance, they
{till may be fafely trufted with the Gyardianfhip
of thofe Liberties and Propertjes, which they
have hitherto not only preferved, but alfo
firengthened and encreafed to.2 Degree unknown
before in this, or any other Cogntry., In.one
‘Word, the Scheme of an Union under our pre-
fent- Conﬁderauon, 1S of fuch a- Nature, as
would neceffarily,zend to cggafgqqgg bath Parees,
inftead of mollifying or rccpgciling éigher
.underﬁand,*both, in: tn@lr Ps_oyn.;cxal A_ifgmbhes,
and at .their General Congrefles,, that they will
not accept -of an Unlon with us; . :and. s
Great-Britain,ought.not to petijonfor it; {urely
more necd not be added for laying the Sch,qmc
afide. Indeed the Gemlegngp himfelf,.towareds
the Clofe of kis:Pamphlet,. expreffes but little
HQpes of its. Succefs For, after .all, the beit
Ule he can put it to, _feems £0- be the Jq{hﬁ
cation of the Mother-Country | m dcc]armnr War
againft thefColomes, 1n qrder to obhgc them to
,fubmlt to her AuthQrity, and, to TETUrn 10, theyr
Obedience. SQ that this thqmc qf Pa,uﬁcat;on

Bba 15
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is to end in 2 War at la& Therefore we are
now come to confider the
"THIRD SCHEME.

Tue Expediency of having Recourfe to
Arms, in order to compel the Colonies to fub-
mit £o theiﬁuthcrity and Jurifdi@tion of the
fupreme Council of the Britifi Empire, the
Parliament of Greaz-Br itain.

In ‘regard fo which important Point, the
Gentleman reafons after the fallowing Mannet:

—-<¢ After fuch an Offer (of an Umon, as above

“ defcribed) and the contemptuous Refufal of

¢ 1t by the Colonies, we may well {fuppofe, that
< they (the Inhabitants of Great-Britain) will

“ at as One Man, to fupport the juft and law-
« ful, “and rieceffary Amhonty of the fupreme
‘¢ Leglﬂature of the Bm‘;ﬂz Nation over all the
¢ Dominions of the Crown The Juftice of their
« Caufe will give Vigour to their Meafures; and
<« the Colomes that thall hive thé Folly and Pre-
-« fumption to refift them, wﬂl be quickly re-
“ duced to Obedxence S

IT 15 pofﬁble, nay indeed 1 it is Very probable,
‘that if 2 War was to be fpeedily undertaken,
before Great-Britain and Ireland had been too
much exhaufted of their Inhabitants, emigrating

to North-America,---the Forces of the Mother-
‘Country might prevail, and America, however
‘unwilling, be forced to fubmit, But alas!
‘Victory alone is but a poor Compenfation for all
the
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the Blood and Treafure which muft be fpilt on
{uch an Occafion. Not to mention, that after a
Conqueft of their Country, the Zmericans would
certainly be lefs diipoled, even than they :are at

prefent, to become our good Cuftomers, and
to take our Manufatures in return for thofe In-

juries and Oppreflions which they had fuffered
from us:---1 fay, Injuries and Oppreflions: be-
caufe the Colonies would moft undoubtedly
aive no fofter an Appellation to this Conquetft,
tho’ perhaps it would be no other in itfelf, than
a juft Chaftifement for the manifold Offences
they had committed. Morcover, as the Ainer:-
cans are endeavouring even at prefent to fet up
all Sorts of mechanic T'rades in order to rival us,
or at leaft to fuperfede the Ufe of our Manu-
factures in their Country,---can any Man fup-
pofe, that their Ardor for fetting up Manufac-
tures would be abated, by their being forced to
deal at the only one European Shop, which they
moft detefted r |

Bur what 1s ftill worfe, if poflible,---though
the Britifl Troops mightover-run thegreat Con-
tinent of North-America at firft, it doth by no
Means follow, that they could be able to main-
rain a Superiority in 1t afterwards for any Length
of Time: And my Reafon 15, becaule the go-
verning of a Country after a Peace, is a much
more arduous Talk, in certain Circumftances,
than the conquering it during a War. Thus

for
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for Example, when a Peace enfues (and {urely
1t is not intended that we fhall be for ever in 2
State of War) then .a civil Conftitution of {fome
Kind or other muft neceflarily be eftablithed ;
and in the Cafe before us, there {eems to be ne
other Alternative,.but either the permitting the
Colonies to enjoy once more thofe Advan-
tages of Englifh Liberty, and of an Englifk
Contftitution, which they had forfeited; or
elfe a Refolution to govern them for the
future by arbitrary Sway and defpotic Power.
If the latter thould be the Plan adopted,
1 then humbly fubmit it to be duly weighed
and confidered, what a baleful Influence
this Government a la Pruffe would have
" on every other Part of the Briti/k Empire.
England free, and dmericain Chains! And how
foon would the enflaved Part of the Conftitution,
and perhaps the greater, contaminate the free
and the lefler 2 Nay, as America was found to
increafe in Strength and Numbers, an Army of
Englif-born Soldiers (for no others could be
trufted) firlt of 50,000, -and afterwards per-
haps of 100,000, would fcarcely be fufficient
to keep thefe turbulent Spirits in Awe, and to
prevent them, at fuch a prodigious Diitance
from the Center of Government, from break-
ing out into Infurrections and Rebellions at

every favourable Opportunity. But if the

former were to prevail, and a Return of Englifk
| Liberties
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Liberties was again to take Place, it muft alfo
follow, that the Syftem of Trials by Juries
muft return with them: And then, when Ane-
rica thall grow ftronger and ftronger every Day,
and England proportionably weaker, how 1s an
Infurre€tion to be quelled in America? And
what Enztifh Officer, civil or military, ‘would
dare to do it ? Nay, lalk, further, granting that
he was {o brave, or rather fo fool-hardy, as to
attempt to do his Duty, who 1s 1o prote@ him
in the Execution of his Office? Or how is he
to be prelerved, by due Forms of Law, againtt
the Determination of an American Jury ! A
Tumult 1s excited;---the Military is called
forth ;---the Soldiers are infulted ;---many per-
haps wounded, and fome even killed. The
Patience of the Officers worn out, and in their
own Defence, they are obliged to give the Word
of Command to fire. The Relations of thofe
who fell by this Fire, bring on an Appeal of
Blood. The American Jury find the Officers
who commanded, and perhaps the whole Corps

who fired, gmity of wilful Murder; and then
all the Power of the Crown, lggally exerted, 13

not able to fave the Lives of thefe poor innocent
Men. *Pitiable fure is fuch a Cafe; and yetit

* Since the firft Edition of this Pamphlet, an A has
paft for remedying the Luvils {o juitly apprehended relative
to the Cale of Appeals of Blood.—But fhill, tho’ this Diffi-

culty is removed, many and various ones yet rematn,

s -
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is a Cafe which would and muft frequently then

happen In the natural Courfe of Things, ac-
cording to our legal Conftitution.

Peruaprs 1t might be faid, that American
Juries are as confcientious as other Juries 1n
bringing 1n their Verditts according to Law;
and that it is very uncharitable even to fuppofe
the contrary.—Be 1t fo : But the ‘Queftion here
runs on, What will be the Suggeftions of Con-

{cience 1n the Breaft of an American on {uch
an Qccalion ?---What would be his Ideas of Law,

Juftice, or Equity, when England and America
ftood in Competition ?---Certainly, if ever the
Inhabitants of that Country fhould come (and
they are for the moft Part come already) to be
fully perfuaded, that the Britifh Parliament hath
no Right to make Laws either to tax or to go-
vern them [and the having once beaten them
will not be raken as a convincing Proof that
we always have either the Right or the Power
to beat them] then every Attempt towards
throwing off this odious Yoke, would appear in
their Eyes as fo many noble Struggles for the
Caufe of Liberty: And thexcfom the bafe
Enghy/i Hireling, who would dare to injure this

facred Caufe, deferved to die a thoufand Deaths.
Such undoubtedly would be the Language, and

fuch the Sentiments of the great Majority of
Americans, wherever {uch a Cafe thould happen.

In 2 Word, an erroneous Confcience, and a
falle
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falfe Zeal, would have juft the famé bad Effects
in the new World refpecting civil Government,
as they have formerly had in the old, in regard to
Religion : “And therefore, either Way, whether
we fhould treat thefe Americans as an enflaved
People, or whether we fhould reftore to them,
after a Conqueft, the fame Conftitution which
we enjoy ourfelves, the Event would finally come
to this,—That England would be the greateft
Sufferer; and that America is not to be govern-
ed againft 1ts own Inclinations. Wherefore let
s now come to the

FOURTH SCHEME.
To confent that Aiserica fhould become
the general Seat of Empire, and that Great-

Britain and Ireland fhould be governed by
Vice-Roys fent over from the Court Refidencies

either at Philadelphia, or New-2vrk, or at fome
other American Imperial City.

Now, wild as fuch a Scheme may appear,
there are certainly fome Americans who ferioufly
embrace 1t: And the late prodigious Swarms
of Emigrants encourage them to fuppofe, that
a Time 1s approaching, when the Seat of Em-
pire muft be changed. But whatever Events
may be in the Womb of Time, or whatever
Revolutions may happen in the Rife and Fall
of Empires, there is not the leaft Probability,
that this Country fhould ever become a Pro-
vince to North-America. For granting even,

Cc that
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that.it would be.{fo weakened and enfeebled by
thef{e:Colony-Drains, as not to be able to defend:
itfelf from. Invaders, yet. America 1s at.too great
a.Diftance to.invade.it at. firft; much lefs. to de-
fend. the Conqueft of . it afterwards, againit the,
neighbouring . Powers. of Ewiepe. And as. to
any.'Notion that, we.ourfelves thould prefer an.
American Yoke to any other,-:-this Suppolition,
is chimerical indeed : Bscaule 1t is much miore.
probable; were. Things te.come to fuch a dréad-
ful Crifis, that the: Exelfh would racher fubmuit
t0 a French Yoke, than to an-American; as being
the lefler Indignity of the, two. So that in fhort,
if we muit reafon in Poliucs according to the
Newtanign Principles in Philofophy, —the Idea
of the:lefler .Ceunt_ry' gravitating towards the
greatef, muft lead- us -to- ¢onclude,. that . this
Ifland: would rather gravitate towards the Con-
tinent of Enrope, than towards the Continent of
Ajwericg 5--unlels indeed we fhould add ong Ex-
travagance to-another, by fuppofing that thefe
Aierjcan Heroes are.to conquer all the World.
Angd 1n that Cafe 1 do allow, that Englend mult
become a Province to.dueiica.  But

 Selainen wiferis focivs, habaifle doloris.

- Dismissine, theretore, this Idea, as- an
idle Dream, we come now, laftly, to conlfider.the

FILETH SCHEME.
To propofe to. feparate entirely from the
Ngyth-American Colonies,. by. declaring them. to

be
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‘be a'free and indépendent People,’ over whom
we lay no Claim; and then by offering’to guar-
-rantee this Freedom and” Independencc agidink
all foreign Invaders'whatever. -

AND, in-fact, what is all this butithe’natural
and even the necéffary ‘Corollary to be deduced
from each of the former Reafons and Obferva-
tions? For if we neither can govern the Ame-
ricans, nor be governied by them; if we can
neither unite with them, nor ought to fubdue
them; whit rémains, -but to part with them
on as friendly T'erms as we can? And if any
Man: fhould think that'he can reafon-berter from
the above Premifes, let him try,

Bur as the Idea of Separation, and the
oiving up the Colomes for ever, will thock many
weak People, who think, that there is neither
Happinefs nor Security but in an over-grown

unweildy Empire, T.will for their Sakes enter
into a Difcufilon of the fuppofed Difadvantages
attending fuch a Disjunction; and then WI"
fet forth the manifold Advantages.

Tue firft and capital fuppofed Difadvantage 1s,
That, if we feparate from ' the Colonies, we frall
lofe their Trade. But why fo? And how does this
appear ? The Colonies, we know by Expericnce,
will rrade with any People, even with their bit-
tereft Enemies; during the hottelt of 2 War,
and a War undertaken at their own earnelt Re-
queft, and for their own Sakes ;---the Colonies,

Cco I
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I fay, will trade even with them, provided they
fhall find it their Intereft fo to do. Why then
thould . any Man fuppofe, that the fame Self-
Intereft will not induce them to trade with us ?---
With us, I fay, who are to commit no Hoftilictes -
againft them, but on the contrary, are ftill 1o
remain, If they pleafe, their Guardians and
Protectors ?

GrANTING, therefore, that North-America
was to become Independent of us, and we of
them, the, Queftion now before us will turn on
this fingle Point,---Can the Colonifts, inageneral
“Way, trade with any other European State to
greater Advantage than they can with Great-
Britain? 1f they can, they certainly will; but
if they cannot, we fhall ftill retain their Cuftom,
notwithftanding we have parted with every
Claim of Authority and Jurifdition over them.
Now, the native Commodities and Merchan-
dize of North-America, which are the moft fale-
able atan Ewropean Market, are chiefly Lumber,
Ships, Iron, Train-Oil, Flax-Seed, Skins, Furs,
Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Pearl-Afhes, Indigo,
Tobacco, and Rice. And 1 do aver, that, ex-
cepting Rice and Tobacco, there is hardly one
of thefe Articles, for which an American could
get {o good a Price any where elfe, as he can in
Great-Britain and Irelond. Nay, ought to
have excepted only Rice; for as to Tobacco,
tho’ great Quantities of it are re-exported into

| -~ France,
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France, yet 1t 1s well known, that the Frenck
might raife it at Home, if they were permitted,
much cheaper than they can import it from our
Colonies. The Faét 1s this,---The Farm of To-
bacco 1s one of the five great Farms, which
make up the chief Part of the Royal Revenue
and therefore the Farmers General, for Bye-
Ends of their own, have hitherto had Intereft
enough with the Court to prohibit the Cultiva-
tion of it in *Old France, under the fevereft Pe-
nalties. But neverthelels the real French Pa-
triots, and particularly the Marquis de Miraveau,
have fully demonftrated, that it is the Intereft
of the French Government toencourage the Cul-
tivation of it ; and have pointed out a fure and
eafy Method for colletting the Duties ;---which
was the {ole Pretence of the Farmers General for
foliciting a Prolibition.  So that it is appre-
hended, that the Fremch Government will at
lalt open their Eyes 1n this Refpeét, and allow
the Cultivation of 1t.  Tobacco therefore being
likely to be foon out of the Queftion, the only

* Great Quantities of Tobacco are permitted to be raifed
in French-Flanders, Alface, and all the Pais conquifes,
1. e. the newly congucred Prowinces; becaule the Inhabirants
of thefe Countrics arc indulged in many Libertics, which
are denied to the Provinces of Old France. DBut the
Farmers General keep a ftrift Watch, that none of this
Tobacco fhall be permiitted to be brought into Qi France,
except by themfelves or their Agents, And the Penalty

againflt Smuggling in this Cale 1s very cruel and fevere,
remaining
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remaining Article 15 Rice: And ths, 1t mult
be acknowledged, would bear a better Price at
the Hamburgh or Dutch Markets than it gene-
rally doth 1n England. Burt as this is only one
Article, out of many, it fhould be further con-
fidered, that even the Ships which 1mport Rice
into England, generally bring fuch other Pro-
duce as would not be falealfle to Advantage
in other Parts of Exrope: So that there 15 no
oreat Caufe tofear, that we fhould confiderably
lofe the Trade even of this Article, were the
Colonies to be dilmembered from us. Not to
mention that all the Coafts of the Mediterrancan
and the South of Europe are already fupplied
with Rice from the Colonies, in the fame Man-
ner as if there had been an attual Separation ;
---no Rice-Ship ‘bound to any Place South of
Cape-Finglere bemg at all obliged to touch -at
any Port of Great-Britain.  So much, therefore,
as to the ftaple Exportsof the Colonies.

LeT us .now confider their Imports. And
here one Thing is very clear and certain, That
whatever Goods, Merchandize, or Manutfactures,
the Merchants of Great-Britain can fell to the
reft of Europe, they might fell the fame to the
Colonies, if wanted : Becaufe 1t 15 evident, that
the Colonies could not purchafe fuch Goods at
a cheaper Rate at any other European Market.
Now, let any one caft his Eye over the Bills of
Yxports from London, Briffol, Liverpool, Hull,

Glafgow,
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Glafgowr, &c. &c. and then he will foon difcover
that excepung Gold and Silver Lace; Wines,
and: Brandies, fome Sorts. of Silk.and Linicns,
and perhaps a littie Paper and Gun-powder; |
iay, excepting theie few Articles,” Grear-
Britain.1s become. a-Xind . of a * general Mare
for moft ather Commodities : And indeed were
it not fo; how 1s 1t coneeiveable, that fo little 3
Spot as this Ifland could have made fuch a Fi-
gure either 1z Peace or War, as it hath lately
done ? How is it poffible, that after having con-
tracted a Debt of nearly One Hundred and

Yorty Millions, we fhould neverthelefs be able
to make more rapid Progrefies in-all Sorts of
Improvements, ufeful and ornamental, public
and private, agricolic and commercial, than
any other Nation ever did ?~Fa it is, that
thefe Improvements have been made of late
Years, and are daily making: And Faéts are
{tubborn Things.

BuT, fays the Objecior, you allow, that Gold
and Silver Larce,---that Wines and Brandies,---

" I am credibly informed, that it appears by Extrads
from the Cuftom-houfe Books, that more Exgli/b Goods are
{ent up -the two Rivers of Germarj, the ki’/gﬁ-r and the £/bé,
than up any two Rivers in North-dmerica.  Yet the Nerth-
Americans and their Partifans are continually upbrziding us,
as if we enjoyed no Trade, worth mentioning, except that
with the Colonies.

{ome
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fome Sorts of Silks,---fome Sorts of Paper,
Gunpowder, and perhaps other Articles, can
be purchafed at certain European Markets on

cheaper Terms than they can in England: And
therefore it follows, that we fhould certainly
lofe thefe Branches of Commerce by a Separa-
tion, even {uppofing that we could retain the
reft, Indeed even this doth not follov ; becaufe

we have loft them already, as far as it was the

Intereft of the Colonies, that we fhould lofe

them. And if any Man can doubt of this, let
him but confider; that the Lumber; and Pro-

vifion-Veffels, which are continually running
down from Boflon, Rhode-Ifland, New-Tork;
Philadelphia, Charles-Town, &c. &c. to Marti-
#ico, and the other French Hlands, bring Home
1n retorn not only Sugars and Molaffes, but

alfo French Wines, Silks, Gold and Silver Lace,

and in thort every other Article, in which they
can find a profitable Account: Moreover thole

Ships, which fail to Exflatia and Crracoa, trade
with the Dutch, and coniequently with all the
North of Europe, on the fame Principle.  And
as the Ships which fteer South of Cape-Finiftere;
what do they do?---Doubtlefs, they purchale
whatever Commodittes they find 1t their Intereft
to purchafe, and carry them Home to North-
America.  Indeed what fhould hinder them from
ating agreeably tc their own Ideas ¢t Advan-

tage
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tage in thefe Refpe@®s? The Cuftom-houfe
Ofhcers, perhaps, you may fay, will hinder them.
But alas! the Cuftom-houfe Officers of North-
America, it they were ten Times more numerous,
and ten Times more uncorrupt than they are,

could not poffibly guard a tenth Part of the
Coaft. In fhort thefe Things are fo very no-

torious that they cannot be difputed; and
therefore were the whole Trade of Norti-
America to be divided into two Branches, viz.
the Volyntary, refulting trom a free Choice of
of the Americans themielves puriuing their
own Intereft, and the Zlrvoluntary, i Confe-
quence of compulfory Acts of the Britifh Par-
liament ;---thts latter would appear fo verjr
imall and inconliderable, as hardly to deferve
a Name in an Eftimate of national Commerce.
Tue 2d Objection againtt giving up the Co-
lonies is, that fuch a Meafure would greatly de-
creafe our Shipping and Navigation, and con-
fequently diminith the Breed of Sailors. But
this Objection has been fully obviated already :
For if we fhall not lofe our Trade, at leaft in
any important Degree, even with the Northern
Colonies (and moft probably we fhall encreafe 1t
with other Countries) then it follows, that nei-
ther the Quantity of Shipping, nor the Breed
of Sailors, can fuffer any confiderable Dimi-
nution: So that this Suppofition 1s merely

D d 2
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a Panic, and has no Foundatton. Not to men-
tion, that in Proportion as the Americans fhall
be obliged to exert themielves to defend their
own Coafts, in Cale of a War; in the {fame
Proportion thall Great-Britain be exonerated
from that Burden, and fhall have more Ships
and Men at command, to protect her own
Channel Trade, and for other Services.

Tur 3d Objettion 15, That if we were to
awe up thefe Colonies, the French would take
immediate  Poficfiion of them. Now this
Objeftion 15 entirely built on the following
very wild, very extravagant, and abfurd Sup-
pehtions.

1, It fuppoles, that the Colomits themfelves,
whn cannot brook our Govermment, would
ke a Frencl one much better.  Grear-Britain,
it feems, doth not grant them Liberty enough;
ind therefore they have Recourfe to I'rance to
obtain mdre :---That is, 1n plain Engfifi, our
mid and limited Government, where Preroga-
tive s afcertamed by Law, where every Man
1s at Liberty to feck for Redréfs, and where po-
pular Climours too often cafry every Thing
before them,---is neverthdlels too feveére, tob
opureflive, and too tyrannieal for the Spirits and
‘Genus of Amertcens to beary and theretore
they will apply to an arbitrary, detpoticGovern-
ment, where the Pecple have no Shafe in the

.-



S UBJ ECT S amn
Legiflature, where there is no Liberty of the
Prefs, and where General Warrants and Lettres
des cachetsareirrefiflille,---inordertoenjoy greater
Freedoms than they have at prefent, and to be
refcued from the intolerable Yoke, under which
they now groan. What monftrous Abfurdities
are thefe! But even this 1s notall: For thefe
Americans are reprelented by this Suppolfition,
as not only preferring a French Government to
a Dritifh, but even to a Government of their
own modelling and chufing ! For after they are
fer tree from any Submiffion to their Mother-
Country ; atter they are told, that for the fu-
ture they mult endeavour to pleafe themfelves,
feeing we cannot pleafe them; then, inftead of

attempting to frame any popular Governments
for redrefling thofe Ivils, of which they now

fo butterly complain,---they are reprefented as
throwing themielves at once into the Arms of
France ;---the Republican Spirit 1s to fubfide ;
the Doétrine of paffive Obedience and Non-
refiftance is to fucceed ; and, inftead of ferting
up for Freedom and Independence, they are
to glory for having the Honour of being num-
bered among the Slaves of tne Grand Monarch'
But 2dly, this Matter may be further con-
fidered in another Point of View: For if it
fhould be faid, that the Americans might fhill
retain their Republican Spirit, tho’ they fub-
Ddz2 mitted
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mitted to a French Government, becaufe the
French, through Policy, would permit them fo
to do; then it remains to be confidered, whether
any arbitrary Government can difpenfe with
fuch Liberties as arepublican Spirit will requure.
An abfolute Freedom of the Prefs! No Con-
troul on the Liberty either of Speaking or
Writing on Matters of State! New{papers and
Pamphlets filled with the bittereft Invectives
againft the Meafures of Government! Affoci-
ations formed in every Quarter to cry down
Minifterial Hirelings, and their Dependents!
The Votes and Refolutions of the Provincial
Aflemblies to affert their own Authority and In-
dependence! No landing of Troops from O/d
France to quell Infurrections! No railing of
new Levies in America! No quartering of
Troops! No building of Forts, or erecting of
Garrifons! And, to fum up all, no raifing of
Money without the exprefs Confent and Appro-
bation of the Provincial American Parliaments
firft obtained for each of thefe Purpofes!—
Now I afk any reafonable Man whether thefe
Things are compatible with any Idea of an ar-
bitrary, defpotic Government /—Nay more,
whether the French King himfelf, or his Mi-
nifters, would with to have {uch Notions as
thefe inftilled into the Subjets of O/d France ?

Yet inftilled they muft be, while a Communi-
cation
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cation 1s kept open between the two Countries ;
while Corefpondences are carried on; Letters,
Pamphlets and Newipapers, pafs and repafs;
and 1n fhort, while the Americans are permitted
to come tnto France, and Frenchmen into Ame-
rica.  So much therefore as to this Clafs of Ob-
jections. Indeed I might have infifted further,
that Great-Britain alone could atany Time pre-
vent {fuch an Acquifition to be made by France,
as 1s here {fuppofed, 1if fhe fhould think it ne-
ceflary to interfere, and if fuch an Acquifi-
tion of Territory would really and truly be an
Addition of Strength in the political Balance
and Scale of Power™  But furely I have faid

enough ;

p—

* The Phaxnomenon of that prodigious Increafe of
Trade, which this Country has experienced fince the happy
Revolution, is what few People can explain ; and therefore
they cut the Matter thort, by afcribing it all to the Growth
of aur Colonics: But the true Principles and real Caufes
of that amazing Increafe, arc the following

1. The Supreflion of various Monopolies and exclufive
Companies exifting before, for foreign Trade.

2 The opening of Corporations, or the undermining of
cxclufive Privileges and Companies of T'rade at Home ; or
what comes to the fame Thing, the eluding of their bad
I ffeéts by Means of legal Decifions in our Courts of Law.,
And N. B. The like Obfervation extends to the Cafe of
evading the Penalties of the A& sth of Queen Elizabe:h,
againit excrcifing thofe Trades, to which Perfons have not
ferved regular Apprenticefhips.

3. The Nurfing up of new Trades and new Branches of

Commerce by Means of Bounties, and nativnal Premiums.
| 4. The
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enough ; and therefore let us now haften bricfly
to point out
The manifold Advantages attendait oit fucha Scheme.
Awnp 1ft, A Disjunction from the Northern
Colonies would effectually put a Stop to ovr
prefent Emigrations. By the Laws of the Land
it is made a capital Offence to nveigle Arti-
ficers and Mechanics to leave the Kingdom.
But this Law is unhappily fuperfeded at pre-
fent  as far as the Colonies are concerned.
Therefore when they come to be difmembered
from us, it will operate as ftrongly againft
them, and their Kidnappers, as againft others.
And here it may be worth while to obferve,

that the Emigrants, who lately failed in fuch
Mul-

4. The giving of Drawbacks, or the Retarn of Duties on
the Exportation of fuch Goods, as were to have paid a Duty,

if ufed and confumed at Home.
5. The Repeal of Taxes formerly laid on raw Matcrials

cominy into the Kingdom. See 8. G. L. C, 13.

6. 'T'he Repeal of Taxes formerly laid on our own Ma-
nufadturss, when exported.  See ditto.

7. The Improvements 1 various Engines, with new In-
ventions and Difcoverics for the Abridgment of La-
bour,

8. Better Communications eftablithed thoughout the
Kingdom by Means of Turnpike Roads and Canals, and
the fpeedy Conveyance of Letters to every great Town and
noted Place of Manufalture, by Mcans of Improvements in
the Poit-Oftice.

9. Happy Difcoveries and Improvements in Agriculture
and in the mechanic Arts.

10, Larger
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Multitude from the North of Scotland, and
more cipecially from the North of Jreland,
were far from being the moft indigent, or the
leaft capable of {ubfilting in their own Country.
No; it was not Poverty or Neceflity which
compélled, but Ambition which inticed them
to forfake their native Soil.  For after they
began to tafte the Sweets of Induftry, and to
partake of the Comforts of Life, then they:
became a valuable Prey for thefe Harpies.
In fhort, fuch were the Perfons to whom
thefe Seducers principally applied ; becaufe
they found that they had gotten fome listle
Subftance together worth devouring.  They
therefore told them many plaufible Stories---
that if they would emigrate to  North- America,

10. Larger Capitals than ufual employed both in Huf-
bandry and Manufadtures; alfo in the Importation and Ex-
portation of Goods.

Now all thefe Things co-opcrating together, would
render any Country rich and flounifhing, whether it had
Colonies or not: And this Country in particular would
have found the happy Effe&ts of them to a much greater De-
gree than it now doth, were they not counter-acted by our
Luxury, our Gambling, our frequent ruinous and ex-
penfive Wars, our Colony-Drains, and by that ill-gotten,
and ill-fpent Wealth, which was obtained by robbing, plun-
dering, and flarving the poor defencelefs Natives of the
Eaft-Indies.—A Species of Villamy this, for which the
Englifs Language had not a Name, ’ull ir adoptea the
Word Nabobing.

they
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they might have Eftates for nothing, and be-
come Gentlemen for ever; whereas if they
remained at Home, they had nothing to ex-
pet beyond the Condition of a wretched
Journeyman, or a {mall laborious Farmer.
Nay, one of thefe falfe Guides was known
to have put out public Advertifements, fome

few Years ago, 1n the North of Ireland, wherein
he engaged to carry all, who would follow

him, into fuch a glorious Country, where
there was neither Tax, nor Tithe, nor Land-
lord’s Rent to be paid. This was enough :
It took with Thoufands: And this he might
lafely engage to do.— But at the fame
Time he ought to have told them (as
Bithop Berkley 1n his Quenes juftly obferves)
That a Man may poflefs twenty Miles fquare
in this glorious Country, and yet not be able
to get a Dinner,

2dly. Another great Advantage to be de-
rived from a Separation is, that we (hall
then fave between 3 and 400,000l a Year,
by being difcharced from the Payment of
any avil or military Eftablithment belong-
ing to the Colonies :---For which generous Be-
nefaction we recerve at prefent no other Return
tnan Invectives and Repreaches.

3dly. The ceafing of the Payment of

Bounties on certain Coiony Produétions will
.be
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be another great Saving; perhaps not lefs
than 200,000l. a Year: And is very re-
markable, that the Goods imported from
the Colonies in Confequence of thefe Boun-
ties, could not have been imported into any
other Part of Europe, were there a Liberty
to do it; becaufe the Freight and firft Coft
would have amounted to more than they
could be fold far: So that in Faét we
oive Premiums to the Colonies for felling
Goods to us, which would not have been
fold at all any where elfe. However, when
the prefent Bounties fhall ceafe, we may
then confider, at our Leilfure, whether it
‘would be right to give them again, or not;
and we fhall have 1t totally in our Power
to favour that Country moft, which will

fhew the greateft Favour to us, and to our Ma-
nufactures.

4thly. “{HEN we are no longer connetted
with the Colonies by the imaginary Tie
of an Indentity of Government, then our
Merchant-Exporters and ManufaGturers will
have a better Chance of having their Debts

paid, than they have at prefent: For as
Matters now ftand, the Colonifts chufe to

carry therr ready Cafh to other Nations,

while they are contralting Debes with their
Mother-Country ; with whom they think

they can take greater Liberties: And pro-
L e vided
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vided they are trulted, they care not to
what Amount this Debt fhall rife:---For
when the Time for Payment draws on, they
are feized with a Fic of Patrioriim; and.
then Confederacies and Aflociations are to dif-
charge all Arrears; or, at leaft, are to poftpone.

the Payment of them /fine die.
sthly. ArTeER 2 Separation from the Co-

lonies, our Influence over them will be
much greater than ever it was, fince they
becan to feel their own Weight and Im-
portance : For at prefent we are looked
upon in no better a2 Light than that of
Robbers and Yiurpers; whereas, we fhall
then be confidered as their Protectors, Me-
diators, and Benetactors. The Momenta Sepa-
ration takes Effe@, inteftine Quarrels  will
becin: For it is well known, that the
Seeds of Dticord and Diflention beiween
Province and Province, are now ready to
fhoot forth; and that thev are only kept
down by the preient Combinations of all
the Colonies agamntt us, whom they un-
happily fancy to be their comion  Enemy.
When thererore this Objeét of their Ha-
ered (hall be removed by a Declaration on
our Parts, that, fo far from ufurping  all
Authority, we, trom henceforward, will afl-
fume none at all agamft their own Confent;
the weaker Provinces will intrear our Pro-

tection
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teftion againft the ftronger; and the le&
cautious againft the more crafty and de-
figning: So that in fhort, in Proportion as
their factious, republican Spiric fhail in-
trigue and cabal, fhall fplit into Parties,
divide, and fub-divide,~in the {ame Pro-
portion fhall we be called in to become
their gencral Umpires and Referees. Not
to mention, that many of the latc and pre-
fent Emigrants, when they fhall fee thefe
Storms arifing all around them, and when
their promifed earthly Paradilfe turns out
t0 be a dreary, unwholefome, inhofpitable,
and howling Wilderne{s,---many of them, I
fay, will probably return to us again, and take
Refuge at laft in Old Ewngland, with all its
‘aults and Imperfections,

Lastiy. Our ef-India Iflands them-
felves will receive fignal Benefit Dby this
Separation. Indeed their Size and Situation
render them incapable of {fubftracting all

Obedience from wus; and yet the bad
Precedents of their Neighbours on the

Continent  hath .fometimes prompted them
to fhew as refraftory a Spirit as they well
could.---But  when they come to perceive,
what are the buter Lftells of this un-
tradtable  Difpofition, exemphfed 1 the
Cafe of the Norih-dAmericans, 1t s proba-
ble, it 15 reafonable to conciude, that they

Leaz will
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will learn Wifdom by the Mifcarriages and
Sufferings of thefe unhappy People; and
that from henceforward they will revere
the Authority of a Government, which has
the feweft Faults, and grants the greateft
Liberty, of any yet known upon Earth.

Bur after all, there is one Thing more,
to which I muft make {fome Reply.—
Many, perhaps moft of my Readers, will
be apt to afk,--What 15 all this about?
And what doth this Author really mean?
---Can he ferioufly think, that becaufe he
hath taken fuch Pamns to prove a Sepa-
ration to be a right Meafure, that there-
fore we fhall feparate in good Earneft?
And 15 he full fo much a Novice as not
to know, that Meafures are rarely adopted
merely becaufe they are right, but be-
caufe thcy can ferve a prefent Turn 2 —
Therefore let it be alked, What prefent
Convenience or Advantage doth he propofe
either to Adminiftration, or to Anti-Admi-
niftration, by the Execution of his Plan?---
This 1s coming to the Point, and without
it, all that he has faid wil pafs for no-
thing.

[ trankly acknowledge, T propofe no pre-
fent Conventence or  Advantage to either;
nay, 1 firmly believe, that no Minifter, as

Things are now circumftanced, will dare to
do
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do fo much Good to his Country; and as
to the Herd of Anti-Minifters, they, I am
perfuaded, would not wilh to fee it done;
becaufe it would deprive them of one of
their moft plentiful Sources for Clamour
and Detrattion: And yet I have obferved,
and have myfelf had fome Experience, that
Meafures evidently right will prevail at
laft : Therefore I make not the leaft Doubt
but that a Scparation from the northern
Colonies, and allo another right Mealure,
viz. a complete Union and  Incorporation with
Ireland (however unpopular either of them

may now appear) wil both take Place within
half a Century :---And perhaps that which
happens to be firft accomplithed, will greatly
accelerate the Accomphfhment of the other.
Indeed almoft all People are apt to ftartle

at frt at bold Truths :-----But 1t i1s ob-
fervable, that in Proportion as they grow
familiarized to them, and can fee and con-
fider them from different Points of View,
their Fears fubflide, and they become re-
conciled by Degrees:---Nay, 1t is not an un-
common Thing for them to adopt thofe fa-
lutary Meafures afterwards with as much
Zeal and Ardor, as they had rejected them

before with Anger and Indignation.
Neep I add, That the Man, who will
have Refolution enough to advance any bold
uin-
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unwelcome Truth (unwelcome I mean -at
its firlt Appearance) ought to ‘be fuch an
one, whole Competency of IFortune, joined
to a natural Independency of Spirit, places
him 1n that happy Situation, as to be equally
indifferent to the Smiles, or Frowns either of
the Great, or the Vulgar’

Lastiv, fome Perfons perhaps may wonder,
that, being mylfelf a Clergyman, I have faid no-
thing about the Perfecution which the Church .of
England daily fuffers in America, by being de-
nied thofe Rights which every other Seét of
Chriftians {fo amply enjoys. 1 own I have hi-
therto omitted to make Mention of that Cir-
cumftance, not thro’ Inadvertence, but by De-
iign; as being unwilling to embarrafs my general
Plan with what might be deemed by fome
Readers to be foreign to the Subjet: And
therefore I fhall be very thort 1n what 1 have to
2dd at prefent.

Taat each Religious Perfualion ought to
have a full Toleration from the State to worthip
Almighty God, according to the Diltates of
their own Confciences, 1s to me {o clear a Cafe,
that I fhall not attempt to make 1t clearer; and
nothing but the maintaining fome monftrous Opi-
nion inconfiftent with the Safety of Society,---
and that not barely 1n Theory and Speculation,
but by open Practice and outward Actions,---1

fay, nothing but the avowedly maintaining of
fuch
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tuch dangerous Principles can juftify the Magil-

trate in abridging any Set of Men of thefe their
natural Rights. Itis alio equally evident, thas

the Church of England doth not, cannot fall
under the Cenfure of holding Opinions incon-

filtent with the Safety of the State, and the Good
of Mankind,---even her Enemies themfelves
being Judges: And yet the Church of England

alone doth not enjoy a Toleration in that full
Extent, which is granted to the Members of

every other Denomination.  What then can be
the Caufe of putting {o injurious a Diftinction
between the Church of Luglaind, and other
Churches in this Refpect? The Reafon 1s plain.
The Americans have taken it into their Heads to
believe, that an Epiicopate would operate as

fome further Tie upon them, not to break loofe
from thole Obligations which they owe to the

Mother Country; and that this is to be ufed as
an Engine, under the Malque of Religion, to
rivet thofe Chains, which they imagine we are
forging for them. Let therefore the Mother-
Country herfelf refign up all Claim of Autho-
rity over them, as well F.cclefathical as Civil;
let her declare North-America to be independent
of Great Britain in every Relpect whatever ;---
let her do this, I fay, and then all their Fears

will vanifh away, and their Panics be atan End:
And then, a Bithop, who has no more Connec-

tions with England either in Church or State,
than
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than he has with Germany, Sweden, or any other
Country, will be no longer looked upon in Awme-
rica as a Monfter but a Man. In fhort, when
all Motives for Oppofition are at an End, it
*is obfervable, that the Oppofition itfelf foon
ceafes and dies away. Ina Word, an Epifcopate

may then take Place; and whether this new
Ecclefialtical Officer be called from a Name

derived from the Greek, the Latin, or the Ger-
man, --that 1s, whether he be ftiled Epifcopus,
Superintendent, Supervifor, Overfeer, &¢. &, it
matters not,---provided he be :nvefted with com-
petent Authority to ordain and confirm fuch of
the Members of hisown Perfualion, as thall vo-
luntarily offer themielves, and to infpet the
Lives and Morals of his own Clergy.
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