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DEDICATION.

 THE ENGLISH NATION.

ConviNcED that it is necessary opi-

" nion should precede zmproveme}zt I dedi-

-cate to you, for your attentive perusal the
following pages. Conjuring you to re-
menibe thm‘ of all the blessings of freedom
which you enjoy, not one has been rrramed
to you, by any God-like goodness of men in
the possession of power. They have given
them up to ylou from their necessities, or
resigned them from their fears. The pa-
triotism or cZszq)pomtmeni of individuals

1ns thi'01w11 tbe medmm. of the press, in~
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- fluenced your opinions, and in.our country

your opinion is all powerful. -

From you, therefore, and you only, from
the gradnal progress of your opinions dis-
played through your representatives, can
“sailors expéct‘ any redress, or can laws be
enacted having, for their bases, confidence
in you, by which you will be taught to think

well of yourselves?

Ttis an old saying, the voice of the peo-
ple is the voice of God-—it is ﬁke]y to be
the voiée of truth; where many men are
" employed thinkm_g on the same subject, if
it is vithin their reach, as all .moral subjects
- are, and this is ome, it. is not probable all
should err.-~-To the truth and goodness of
the following opinions, my heart and reason
_strongly-assent. It remains with you. to
-decide on them. If ‘they are false or bad,

+ 1f I have thought b___gettelj of you than you

deserve, you will for ever consign them to

DEDICATION, vii
oblivion. - If they are true, or you think
4
them good, I hope you will cherish them

as the peculiar offspring of ILberty of
thought.

That you and I may long enjoy this
blessing, and the sailors participate in it, as
thel first step to their becoming rational

beings, is the strenuous wish and ardent

prayer of your admirer,

THE AUTHOR.



L PREFACE T

EN compliance wnth the general m’centlon ot
prefaces, I shall give some account of my motives
for appearmg before the public, on so interesting
and emportant.a subject as the Discipline of the
Naval Service. -

~ At a very early age I went to sea, W1th my head
fiill of stories of the valour, generosity, and chival-
Tic spitit of sailors; I thought that at sea, 1 might
have the boisterous elements to contend with, yet
that I should always meet cordial assistance, and
always be supported by the harmony of affection ;
much was I disappointed, at finding one universal
system of terror; no obedience, but what was
-forced ; no respect, but what was constrained.—
- For a long time I acquiesced in. other people s
opinions on the subject, and, like them, I thcmghta
-the-bad character of the seaman required coercion
-to be.corrected. But:a little -experience, a httle
<reﬂecuon, -and some. httle knowledve, taught me.

' Y
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fi;at mankind were every where madfe alike; that
the beneficent Creator of all had given to every
man similar senses, and similar passions. T%xa’F it
was by the ideas acquired by the first opel.atmg
on the last, eithex: to restr.a?ni or gugment the&u;
that every diversity of human character'was .plO-
duced. -That as the first-of these are derived from
the manners and customs of our fathers, .axnd frox‘n
our national snsiziutions; that as our ships Wexe~
manned with Englis}’mzm, there must b(_asc.nne causes
éither'in bt naval sistitutions or the sea itself, thalt
“pechsioned the bad character of seamen S0 mu; h
the subject 8f comiplaint, and so ‘dlﬁ"erex?t from't e
chardctér of my countrymen. To elpmdg?e ‘cl.]os«.al
causes, to eradicate the opinion that is elntertlaTtZlec‘
'of the Bad cHaracter of our seamen—thus to. render
‘&okréion fiof. necessary, and throu"gh mglgpg:the
naval service agreeable to the »tfell-lij.ostfll fgell‘ngs
of our commén natul"e-, to do 'ang the apPaTlel‘l:
‘Tecessity there exist for. pressing, is the purpor
che OWing essay. . o
OF'?(? g?:i)lay L'Z.the ?ub'lic the abgse§ fexigtmrb.r' in
the navy, has lately, to me, Pecome an 1mperat‘1ve
duty : for, the absu_rdity of its lgm’s; fg}d ggs’clgmz
has deeply injured myself. Mx opinion of thes
is §0 irretrievably bad, that, in common tylth many
“gthers, T feel nod shaime at having f_g%lle'n ”unde? th;u
{ash,=—and but that they havé'f]ep{wed. nﬂa.e (){_tng
gé’oa':b’piﬁjoﬁ.- df sotiety; Wwhich is too-generally

’
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built upon success; but that they have partially
deprived me of the esteem of my friends; and, byt
that they have completely excluded me from that
road to fame and fortune, the navy, in which my
-whole life has been past, I should not have felt
punishment an injury. Having received so deep
an injury from these laws, it has becomse a positive
duty in me to attempt to alter ¢hem through the me-
dium of public opinzon; a duty equally strong with’
that which every man thinks it right to practice to
relieve himself from a physical pain, by every pos-
sible means. When Ilook around me in society,
and see the nations of the earth most celebrated for
the rigour and despotism of their government,
groaning under the most grievous calamities, while
ours from her freedom has had safety ensured to
her; can these calamities be possibly traced to
any other cause ‘than thjs despotism, which hag
destroyed every manly feeling; which, by unnery-
ing the arm of the poor man (the legitimate de-
fender of his country ), has opened every pass to
its enemies. Can the rise of despotism in any
society be ever so well resisted as at first.—The
first step it takes gives it additional power to take
asecond. It goes on thus ~increasing, till. men’s
opinions are bound up in its sanctity, and then it
is erresistible.
When I confine my views to my own profegs
sion, and see the class of officers to which I belong
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submit to every deprivation .however . great; tQ
every oppression however severe, because o«‘:c;x—-
sionally cheered by false hopes .that can ne.xTel | e
gratified, or chilled by fears of ill from their sz;par:
riors power which can never befall them——fv 1fe !
I reflect that their services are as necessary 01{
_i_he good of society as any oth.e‘rs, and 'that ::
they were to exert a common spirit .of resxs’cIanf:CEZ
oppression could not injure ’che.m ;———-»‘vhen 1 s
that submission to oppression 1s tacit app ausre
énd encourages it; and when I know, from hlstog)),
that the very worst possible thing t.hat cou];]1 bc-
fall either my country or.my profession, Woulc <§
.an unqualified submission to any oné mat, b.
" must come to the conclusion, t-hfxt patiently sub-
mitting to oppression (because 1t comes ﬁ'or.n z;
superior) is a vice—that to surmom?t your ieaxs ot
that superior, and resist it, is a. \.mtue-i mu‘s.
conclude so, whether I take utility as”the pre-
scribed end of my moral duties, or whéther I g.o
to the. precepts of that religion that tells me to da}
justice and love mercy ; the most sacr.e'd Ikmd c;
justice is that which a man owes to himself, an
to do that perfectly, will, in the end, be found;nost
compatible with the real interest anq g00f1 _(? -S::;
clety—such conduct may not P]ease an as an?-lol
'frovernor, or a jealous superior, I?th it strictly
.zccords with that utility which is the end of

morality; it is virtuous and will ever remam»vz?m

X

twous, while virtue continues to be doing right,’

according to the extent of your knowledge, in
hopes of enjdying eternal happiness. Since pati-
ence, under oppl'e§sion, 1s a vice, and since our
rulers seldom, in our profession, reward it in this
life, no motive remains for submission to it, and I
‘had resolved whenever oppression’ should hurt me
strenuously to resist it. The occasion was unt
fortunately presented, and I complained of the
injury done me, by a commander-in-chief, to hirn-
self, in the language that I thought it merited’;
‘he had unjustly deprived me of every chance of
promotion from my own exertions, and that was
robbing me of every hope. If thisis not an injury, .
1 cannot tell what an injury is; I can freely forgive
the man, who, urged by the necessity of hunger,
takes from me my money, but 1 never will cherish
aught but indignation and resistance ‘agaivnst, the
action of a man, who, invested with power for the
‘good of his country, uses it for his own benefit,
and breeds hatred against that country by exer-
cising oppression, which the injustice of her-naval

-Anstitutions permszts. But in the navy, to com-

plain in the words of freedom, which a man learnis

‘In our country, is sedition ; to make use of the

language of common sense, when unsanctioned by
official forms, is mutinous and offensive; and the
utterance of a philosophical moral truth is treasop

-against - the oppression, prejudice, - and -bigotry,
~that theré reign.in all the majesty of ighorance; -
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If I understand the good of my country right,
itis promotmﬂ the greatest possible quantity of
public happiness. This must have its foundation
in justice, and cannot exist apart from moral ¢ruth;
it 1s therefore necessary for its safety, (w-ithout
which it is impossible there can be happiness),
that its good faith should not be tarnished by its
rulers, either to its own inhabitants or to others, it
is therefore for the good of our country, that the

Tewards it has appropriated for our defenders
should be given to them, and not diverted to

other purposes by its rulers; that they should not
be enticed to exertions by hopes, and then
cheated of their rewards, for if they are, no mo-
tives remain for those exertions which are ne-
cessary for her existence, neither will they for the
future be produced. As the same power (which
through the agency of custom punished me for
claiming a right of reward), inflicts numberless
cruelties on the seamen, and suffers our governors

.to create a much greater number of officers. than

there is any occasion for—My cause is every
lieutenant’s cause, it is also the scaman’s and
the country’s cause.

In thus presenting my self to the public, as a
discontented and disappointed man, I am actuated
solely by motives of candour and veracity ;—I wish

~them to know justly how to appreciate my senti-
ments, and properly to discriminate what is derived -

from passion and what from reason. Iknow these

i
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virtd,es. were never thrown 'aWﬁy on my country-
men,.and I have a proud conviction, that if they
ate pleased to enquire who I am,and what I am, [
sha]l meet their approbation. .
I'do it not tomove their pity ; T ask them not to
nterpose between the individual and the govern-
ment, but to abolish the principle that is doing us
all infinite mischief. Were I asolitary individual,
suffering under it, from knowing the intimate
mixture of good and evilin all our works, I should
bear it with patience; I should think it was the
natural resh]t,of our numerous naval successes,
and the pleasing reflection that I was deserving
applause as a victim; for the good of . my country
would alleviate, if not destroy, the pain of disap-
pointment. -But no such reflection occurs, allthe
knowledge 1 posséss combines to assure me, that
In patiently submitting to oppression, I encou-
rage what, if suffered to exist, must end in
ruining that -freedom which has supported: us
amidst a thousand difficulties, and made us the

most gloriously conspicuous of modern nations.
In endeavouring to combat the existing opinions
about the navy, I know I havea host of prejudices
to encounter—military, arrayed by veterans in
the habits of ignorance ; and, unless public opi-
nion should be already partly on my side, which I
hope it is, I-have but little chance of success.

\
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But a probability of being unsuccessful, was never
with me a motive for abstaining from doing a duty,
or I should not now have been making .my sen-
timents known to the public ;" nor can'I be. de-
terred from doing this by my want of education,
aor by my want of those many years of experience,
which have ‘permitted all the absurdities of which
I complain. When education is grounded in wrong
principles; it only leads to a multitude of errors.
When experience has began with such principles,
and when it has been restricted to one particular
branch of knowledge, it only confirms errors, and
shuts:up.the avenues of truth.

. Neither of these deficiencies can convince me
that I am unable to discover moral #uzh, or that
actions ‘denominated political, are not to be tried
by the rules of morality. For, since the very hairs
of our head are numbered, I cannot think that
actions involving consequences the most .produc-
tive .of happiness or misery to mankind, can be
destitute of that accountability, which is the foun-
_dation of morality. Now moral truth, by which a
man can judge. of these actions, is as equally
necessary to the happiness of men, as food is to
their eaistence. From analogy I conclude, that
the same beneficent Creator, who has given us
the latter in abundance with very little trouble,
has bestowed. the formér with an equal or more
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bountedus’ hand. That like food ‘it may be pro-
cu1ed by every man of common capacity, with
common mdustry, and that consequently I am as
capable OfJUClQIHC" of political actions as the men
who do them, whenever I become acquainted with
their motives. :

Truthy by men interested in ob%uxmo it, has
been said to lie 'hid in a well; I believe it is more
frequently buried under a- mountain of learning
of human absurdities or human passions, but it is
even there clearly discoverable to common sense,
aided by common application. To oppose truth to
a long existing prejudice is of more real value to
mankind than winning’a thousand wvictories. And
this sentiment, aided by an imperative sense of
duty to myself, is sufficient to make me stand
forth unconnected with any man, unsupported by
a-single individual, . the advocate of truth 1; under
its banners,.I hope to conquer; “for its sake alone,
I -wish to be victorious.—1 have no party to sup-
port; I am too.-humble an individual to have a
political exzsténce ; ypt, Lam alike above the frowns.
of power, or the giddy applause of the multitude.
I contend with confidence, for the goodness of
Iy cause assures me I cannot he discomfited.

To display this truth in a forcible and pleasing*
light,: is what my habits, as sailor, forbid me .to
hope. To expect fame from ascorrect or animated
language,. the neglected education consequent
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wpon early going to sea, tells me Wwould ‘t?e folly;
indeed, nothing could excuse my intruding my--
“self on the public, whose. attention must be oceu-
pied by so many writers of genius. andf.of]ea?'nlgg,
or' of deviating from the long settled habits of
~ officers ; but the importance of the subject, the
connection it has with my professional habits, and
the .appé‘reﬁt ignerance of: the "better infj@rmgd
clasess of society of those modes of coercion in
existence on board men of war, which beget
hatred. in the minds of the lower classes of
the community, and.which only require to be
thoroughly known, to be immediately amemjled b;,r
that humanity and love of justice, so conspicuous
in other parts of our country. '

In commencing a work of this sort, so opposed
‘to all the reigning prejudices of the sea; I re-
membered the Italian proverb, that a work weH
‘begun is half finished, and I think if I ca'?x only
draw the attention of the public to the subject,—
there are men of genius and abilities, men of
honour and philanthropy enough to tdke up and

advocate the seamen’s long neglected cause, and .

conduct it to a happy issue. .

Much it wants advocating, for it is of v1tfxl
importance to the safety of the countfi ; her sol-
diers may acquire her glory, they will es?hance
her reputation, and make her more .es?lmable
among the nations of the cearth'; but it is from

XIX

her seamen and her ships she must hope for the
solid comforts of. protection. Whatever adds to
their love of their country, must be of the greatest
benefit, and nothing can be more pernicious than
whatever destroys it. '

Sen timents of avowed discontent have frequenitly
been seen amongst the seamen; yet, so confident
has expérience been of the eflicacy of its discipline,
that it has never been thought of as the cause.
The word is wrapped round with a hallowed sanc-

ity, and the navy has been so eminently success-

ful in defending our country, that the evils which
exist in it, have been thought essentials of its con-
stitution to ensure it success, - They have been
regarded us sacred by the eye of prejudice,- and no
one has hitherto dared to condemn what all have
been backward to examine. '

The negligence of not enquiring into, and re-
forming the cause of this discontent, cannot be
too much A condemned. \-‘Vhil_e_. our- rulers have
established boards of revision, whose cares have
extended to the saving of a nail, not one thought
has been given to form the moral character of our-
seamen ; scarcely one endeavour has been made to
attach them to their country, but by pains, pe-
nalties, and toils; as if what every man knows to
be pain, could, by a decree of erring man, be made
to the seaman 2 pleasure. ‘ S

I have seen the-discipline of the French armies |

“




sand I have read of the despotism of the French
‘emperor ; 1 have witnessed, and heard of the ca-
‘lamities inflicted on negroes ; but ‘with the ex-
.ceptions of our seamen - being better fed, better
clothed, and not allowed to be murdered,—what
‘T have seen them suffer, exceeds the cruelties of
‘Buonaparte to his army, exceeds all that the
-negroes have had inflicted on them: nothing
.could support them' under their sufferings, but a
-great and noble consciousness, - that - they are

-the saviours of their country—-that it is visibly -

‘their efforts alone, ‘which prevent despotism- from
overshadowing the - earth;- and: destroying that
liberty ‘they were in early life taught to indulge
a love of, and which they still regard as sacred,
though no longer permitted to taste its blessings.

To rescue our seamen from -these cruellie«s‘,
is, therefore, becoming every man of humfumy
and, as while men labour under despotic oppres-
sion, they never can think well of themselves—
to release our seamen from it, is the Apech'uliar
business of every advocate of virtue; for the first
step to dignity of action is, that men should think
well of themselves.

To abolish pressing, would be worthy all the
eloquence, and-all the abilities of ‘a Chathim ;
it, is even more worthy the exertion of Loxd

Holland, than the laws on libel —it demands.‘

G
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-force, than “the abolition of the slave trade ; its

bad effects were confined to a few, and it was a
dreadful stigma on the country. Pressing is a’
greater stigma, and has a dreadful effect on the
morals of all.

To abolish it, strictly accords with that excel-
lent sentiment of Mr. Stephens, which said, that
to suppose men degraded, made them, in fact,
become s0; and thus they were made a disgrace
to that society, which, but for a cruel injustice,
they might have adorned.—Vide his speech. on
the Benchers of Lincoln’s-Inn Bye-law. \

If the nation, with Mr. Stephens, will apply
this sentiment to the feelings of our seamen, they
may feel as assured as he felt when he applied
it to himself, that the result would be an increased
dignity of character.

The general principles of the following pages
are also agreeable to the sentiments of another
honorable member of the House of Commens, who
said, that -*“ to applaud depravity, is to abet jt—
is to encouragt an evil, whose extent is mndefinite,
and whoseprogress is uncontroulable.”” And what
higher applause does a cantain of the navy seek, |
than the approbation of the admiralty.

When this has been bestowed upon 1he Means
used to establish order in the navy, it hag
-applauded cruelty the most deplaved -and - the

 -amore of the morality and patriotism of Mr. Wilber- ~ ost replete with: evil effects,on the nation, ! . ..

;
¥
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"In condemning the means used on board ship,
to accomplish order, it is my wish to convince
the understanding of the “discriminating, not to

stir up the resentment of the oppressed; to -

awaken the justice of our legislators, not 1ihe
anarchy of tumultuous 'people-; to show that. in-
justice is as impolitic as it 1s immoral; thi.it if it
i$ pursued,-its end must be as destx:uct‘lv.e of
national prosperity, as it is now of individual
happiness and real national :glory.—'—-One o‘d?er
purpose of this essay is, to afford an Opp(")l‘tunlty
to the advocates of the necessity of pressing and
coercion to come forward and convince us of the

existence of this necessity. I .require my opinion

persuaded, not my sensations compelled. 'We have
long enough been governed in the navy by terror;
it is time we surmounted our fears, and ll.stened
only to the dictates of reason for the Amotllves to
action. 1 desire to hear what the present sy:s.tem
can give us, as a compensation for our real nutlpnal
glory which it destroys; for the s]a'.v'ery, hatred,
and vice, which it occasions. 1 wish to know
what can be bestowed upon us that is of eq'ual
value with the moral energy of character, Wh?ch
is the peculiar production of liberty, and which
this system entirely -prevents. -
‘I'hey cannot point out any .adVan’cages of t'hls
gystem;j-or, If they can,; they will not; _tl.ley th'mik
so despicably of humah nature, that common men

(N
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cannot; in their opinions, coiprehend the ekalted
policy there is ini injustice. - When théy aré troubléd
to find any advantages theinselves, it cannot be
wondered at that 6thers should nof sec them.

Let me now apoldgize to the public for the in.
petfections this work contains i itis a hasty com-
position, my individual interest, every feeling I
possess, every hope of carthly happiness is so cen-
tered in knowing the public opinién ofnaval disci-
pline, that I think the time would be ill bestowed
I could employ in collecting respectable authori-

-ties for the principles I have advanced, in seeking

facts to support them, or in polishing ,thelanguage
that conveys them. - It probably might have
added to. iny feputation, biit it would matérially
have promoted my'suﬁ"erings. T
Though the composition is hasty, the opinjons .
are not. Every day’s experience of my services in

the navy, has added to my conviétion of thejr

truth; they have been gradually growing up with
me ever since I first went to sea; hut the expedi-
ency of making them public, has only lately become
50 apparent through the medium of my own sensq-
tons of painful suffering;—an incident that added
to my convictions, that it is time the public should
know these things, was the attempt at murder on
board his Majesty’s ship Union — unacquainted
with all the circumstances connected with it, ex-
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cept -through the ]etters_thatt appeared” in :.the
Plymouth paper, it ;would; ,b‘e-'j-raslll ~to 'pass a
judgment upon it. . From the .known high cha-
racter of captain Lindsey as a disciplinarian, it is
not too much to say that it was purely the result
of discipline, that sudden feeling which was attri-
buted to the man,as his motive belongs to reli-
gious enthusiasm, or the ardent feelmgs of liberty
goaded by cruelty to desp'ul, careless . of existence
and. hopeless of success. And, but that Christi-
amty has enlightened the world since the time- of
Brutus, it-is not improbable this action might have
deserved to have been classed-with his.

Another incident that has hastened the pubh-
cation is, the captme of  his Majesty’s ship
Guerriere. :

The fond believers in a moral energy of chmactm
springing from liberty; may, in the following pages,
find a more efficient cause for her capture, than
the loss of her mast. .

If, in the following pages, I have appropriated
the language, or sentiments of others to my service
without acknowledgement, the diversified and
occasional reading, which has been mine, and
must ever be the sailor’s-lot, prevents me know-
ing to whom they beélong, and must therefore be my
apology.. - L [RETRE R ‘

AR TEIEN

(AN

ESSAY

NAVAL DISCIPLINE.

CHAP I

A On, ]’9 cssmg
%LMOI‘VG the numerous political evils which, for
a long time, have employed the attention of the
mosf: temperate and most enlightened advocates of
reform, none stands so conspicuous, for its- many
bad consquences, as the present mode of manning
our fleets, It has never been said that it is just—

it has never been palliated or excused but on the

score of inevitable necessity; but whence this ne-
cessity arises has never been enquired. |
It is confessed, by its most willine sufferers
to_be the foulest reproach that can be imputed t(;
our country, and the vilest stigma that. disgraces a v

\CODSt]tutIOU, the most perrect and o”Iouous tbat

ever- cm:’rgd e
' B
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N otwifhstanding this universal acknowledg-
ment, few efforts have been made to provide men
for our ships by any other means, while the other
political evils of our, country have occasionally

called forth all the energy, talents, and patriotism -

it possesses. . ,

Admiral Patten’s work on the subject deserves
attention-and-praise, but.it:does not.extend to the
root of the evil; for while he proposes an ex-

tended bounty and higher wages, he makes no
amelioration in our present system of naval disci-

pline; on the contrary, the admiral makes it an.
object of his praise. It appears to be thought by
him, as well as all others, the ground work, the
'basis of all our naval successes. I believe from
experience, that this discipline is.so nlugh an ob-
Jject of hatred, that few men who have once served
in a man of war, ever voluntarily returned when
released, except .some vile profligate scoundrels
who were dead to feeling, and driven by poverty.
I-should, therefore, apprehend all the. admiral’s
incredsed bounties must be totally inefficacious ;
that a V(‘)quitary registering, or a voluntary service
could never take place on his scheme. The mu'c.h
additional expence that would be incurred by it is
a great objection. to a legislature and a people
who, as the-admiral says, desire to be defended
without adequately rewarding their defenders.

I believe ajl are' pérfectly. convinced of, and

S
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theréfore- it is needless to attempt to prove the
hardships; cruelty, and injustice there is in forcing

one set of men, who form a considerable portion of
the community, unwillingly from their homes, and
sending them to every part of the world, where
they are exposed to, every danger, to every sort of
disease ‘incidental to change of climate, and to
death under every shape, for the purpose of de-
fending the remainder from outrages similar to
what .t"hey themselves are suffering, or, perhaps,
to gratify the avarice of a few merchants, the chi-
merical ambition of some individuals, or the angry.
and hostile feelings which belong to all..

" There is another point of view in which press-
ing has not been considered, which, as it forms
the'basis of naval discipline, it is necessary for me
to examine. This point of view shews pressing
possesses greater evils than any.other, and, when
added to its acknowledged and well-known absur-
dities, may induce reasoning, reflecting, and moral
men to hasten its destruction. " This effect will be
best shewn by my relating two instances I have
witnessed in the short period I have served in hisg
majesty’s navy. '

Religion and a good education teach a Chris-
tian even more powerfully than a heathen, that
some of his most pleasing and most clearly defined

- duties aré to honor his father and mother, and to

provide -for ‘the’ support:of his wife and Jamzly.
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Now, perhaps, mneither philosophy nor religion
ever devised a better mode of honoring one’s pa-
rents: than Cérp‘ora] Trim’s.  To contribute effec-
tually to their support in our country is,. with
much propriety, honoured as a virtue; to desert
them in distress is universally stigmatized as a
crime. : s
I knew a young man who was an excellent
" shipwright, and the pride of whose life ‘was to
support an aged mother. IHigher wages were at
that time given.to carpenters of merchant ships
than the exercise of his trade allowed him to'get
on shore, and far exceeded his pay in a man -of
war. That he might the more effectually contri-
bute to his mother’s happiness he went to sea,
and was there pressed. However strong might
be his convictions of duty. to.serve his country,
when every effort to procure his discharge had
failed, strongly implanted affection. for his mother
(an affection mankind must honour as the source
-of s0 many virtues) led him to desert. e was,
however, retaken, and only escaped being severely
punished by a long fit of illness, brought on by
the agitation of his mind and a long confinement
it lrons, preparatory to being tried by a court
martial, which, it is probable, might have punished
hiin with death, when he was.doing a duty that
he had'been taught:was -to ensure him eternal
happiness., ‘What effect. must: this opposition of

T
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human to religious laws and instructions, founded
as these last are, upon an intimate knowledge of,
and supported by the feelings of our nature, have
had upon this man’s mind, and upon every other’s
who fnay be subject to both their influence ? Can
it possibly have any other than' to make men
think obedience to one, a crime, or give them a
total contempt for the others, as the prejudices of
old women, which they found mankind, particu-
larly their rulers, whose example is so frequently
held up for their imitation, and whose opinions
frequently sway all their actions, totally despised,
and which this individual’s obedience to had
caused him inexpressible pain? 1 trust I need not
observe, that .the religious laws and instructions,
whose effects are so deétroyed, are the only foun-
dations of morality, are the very things employed
by every Christian éommunity as the bases of
obedience to all human laws ; and this destruction
of religious principles .is the chief cause of the
now existing bad character of the seamen. This
man’s illness saved him from punishment; he
wisely got over his fear of human laws, and obeyed
one of the. most pleasing and positive commands
of his religion, by a second and successful deser-
trom.  Yet, as illness had procured him a sort of
mercy for his first 6ffence, he was universally stig-

matised as a.detestable and ungrateful scoundre]— i

but, with as‘much, justice as a man, might be
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called ungrateful who would prosecute a highway
-vobber, when he had taken his mohey yet spaved
his life. ’ ' '
Another similar instance was a man who was
pressed from being mate of a ‘ship, and on whose
exertions for an honourable maintenance a wife
and four children depended. A Scotchman: this
man had received a good education, and pdssessed
all that well-known pride of independence so ho-
nourable to the lowest classes of that part of the
‘community. It was a subject of deep regret to
him, that his wife and family, accustomed to the
comforts of life, should depend upon charity for
their subsistence. To-relieve them from it he

deserted, a proceeding he well knew the laws.

denounced the severcst penalties against; but
they were not sufficient to deter him from the
more rigid line of his duty. Aware of the im-
mense mportance of what has been called the nar-
row principle of self-interest, I must denounce that
as a false love of country which begins from any
other source than our own happiness, our fémilies,-
and friends; I must denounce all exertions as
absurd, and know, indeed, none such exist that
have not for their immediate object our own plea-
sure, either now or hereafter. Therefore, this'man
could have no possible motive for serving in 2 man

of war but fear, when he knew ‘that his wife and

" family “were starving, and that through their

oy
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. wretchedness he was completely. miserable. Here

was another perfect opposition of human laws to
all the principles inculcated by religion, and the
best kind of morality.

This man was also retaken, and certainly fur-
nished to a captain an opportunity of displaying
(contrary to the duty imposed upon him by his
superiors) his own humanity and obedience to the
laws of his God, by extending to this man a per-
fect forgiveness. Such an instance scarcely needs
a comment; however, it is worthy remark, that
the best of feelings and a knowledge of religion
should so operate on this captain’s mind as to
make him do away the only motive a pressed man

‘can have to serve his country—fear of punishment.
Such results of pressing as these have not gene~

rally been known, or not considered; its effects
in this way are comparatively nothing on the
worthless and profane, it is the man of a little
knowledge whose mind it unhinges; it is the man
who knows the blessings of liberty, and therefore
loves his country, that it teaches to hate it; it is
the good citizen whose affections it destroys, and
very often converts to a bad man. When it is
considered that death is the punishment de-
nounced by the laws against desertion, do not
these instances warrant the conclusion that pres-
sing is wrong; for it destroys the legitimate bases

of morality, the sources of obedience ‘and virtue,
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- That it is absurd, and must corrupt the mind, for
1t sets in opposition two priniciples of duty that
are both alike imperative on man, but ‘to .obey
both impossible. The principles it sets-In- oppo-
sitjon are not the dogmas of a sect, they belong
not particularly to church-men, clﬁssellters, or ca-
tholics, but are the only things in which .they all
agree; they are the acknowledged supporters of
every kind of social intercourse and social order.
When to this is added the well-known abguish of
" being torn from home, and forced into a service
Justly deserving hatred, what temper of mind will
. aman be thought to possess—what zeal can he be
.expected to have for the thousand uninteresting
employments he is, on going on board a" man
‘of war, immediately called upon to execute. Sul-
len, sulky, and resentful, he goes unwﬂlingly to
-work. The lash of terror is employed to quicken
his exertions, ‘which again generates hatred, and,
as the conviction cannot escape his superiors that
he is a much injured man, a still greater degree of
terror is employed to prevent hatred growing into
vengeance ; and from this has arisen that system
of coercive, laws, and customs, infinitely worse
than laws, which, form what is caIlAed naval 'discij-
pline, which again in their turn, as their ex-
Istence is known to the lowest classes of the com-
Jnunity, are the only possible reasons that can be
e éssigned f01l‘ the necessity of pre;ssing, As these

+
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are dreadful evils, it becomes us distinctly to as-
certain whence arises this necessity.: At what pe-
riod of our history did Britons férget' the glorious
example of their ancestors ? When have they ever
refused to perform all the moral duties that spring
from the principle of self-defence ? When have
they thought it a crime, or when have they been
cowardly enough to neglect to defend their
country ? My limited knowledge will not allow
me to discover; but the existence of such a pe-

riod in our history can alone have created the

necessity of pressing; or it might have arisen at
some period when the mass of the people possess-
ing more knowledge than at present have refused
some profligate sovereign or wicked minister to
support them in an unjust war. Neither of these
periods have ever been known. The mass of the
people never possessed so much knowledge as
at present; and never -have our countrymen for-
got the- example of their ancestors; never have
they been other than brave, and more ready for
war than peace. '

It is remarkably well known that the English peo-

ple have always gone to war with alacrity, and sel-

- dommade peace with pleasure. Ionly know ofone

cxception, and that was the Dutch war in the
reign, of Charles the Second. From whatever-

cause this necessity might have arisen, the well-
‘known character of our countrymen assures ‘us. it
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no longer exists from any other than-from naval
discipline being totally opposed to every idea, we,
as Britons, léarn in early life; from its being in per-
fect opposition to.that.obedience every man is ac-
customed to pay to.opinion.
Whether pressing is necessary or not is a ques-

. tion.of feeling more than: of reason or of knowledge,
and it is one every man is capable of deciding.
‘He who, laying his hand upon his heart, can'think
with sincerity, that he would suffer every one of
its affections to be broken by the hand. of tuffian
violence without one .effort to resist, may safely
‘pronounce ;pi'essillg-to be necessary, and to him it
should be immediately applied ; but he who feels
he would resist this ruffian violence till he had
-j)rewfented every probability of injury, may agree
with me, -that pressing is totally u.l'lneéessary.
Now there is not only a disposition in our coun-

trymen to resist such violence, but there is such s
disposition throughout human nature; and to sup-
pose men will not defend their coun_fry, is so con-
tradicted By the history of every part of the world, is
so opposed by experience, that I scarce know with
‘what arguments to combat it. As itis a question

of feeling more than of reason, human learning will

not decide 1t, and it therefore would be as rational
to search for a solution of it in acts.of parliament,
- as to go to them -to find out why mankind love
. prazse..- We ‘must. vo to somethxng antecedent te

11
acts of parltament—the human heart; and, as- we
shall find no reason for this necessity in the Learts
of our people, we must look for it in the hearts of
our rulers, not of this generation in particular, but
in those prior. Are-there not many of their ac-
tions which can be traced to no other cause but an
unnecessary fear of future consequences; such,
for instance, is the present needless opposition
which they give to the free participation of all our
rights by the catholics ; such, for instance, was the
establishment of the poor laws to compel people
to be charitable, now so generally acknowledged
as a great and gfowing evil ; and there are miany
others of a similar nature. Talents have in our
country received more praise than ‘morality ; they
have flequently made a man a minister who has .
been destitute of every virtue; and such people
feeling their own fears, have distrusted mankind
as equally bad. The opinion that our people need
to be forced to defend our couniry cannot be de-
rived from any other cause. A'rmcourt Cressy,
and Poxctlels, owe no countenance to such an
opinion ; neither is it supported by Salamanca,
Barrosa, nor the misarranged battle of Albuera. In

vain will our naval history be sought into to sup-

port it, for it teems with gallant exploits that put
cold: ealculation to the blush; it -furnishes innu-

‘merable instances of the ardent- courage of the men,

surpassing aH that our rulers e&:pected of them.
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Our people have never been passive under inju-
ries.;. they have never subm’iﬁed to violence with
patience. It is even with difficulty they can be
made to bear with pressing and coercion, though
patience under. them is encouraged, by a general
opinion that they -are greatly necessary to the
welfare of the country ; and our people might be
safely trusted to this principle of resistance, inhe-
rent in our nature, to man our fleets.. Not only
does English history furnish proofs that our people
would defend their country if permitted, but the
history of all mankind. The Spaniards and Portu-
gueseare, at this moment, defending their country,
when the fears of their rulers disarmed, and then
deserted them. Did not the Tyrolese, against
évery difficulty, when destitute of every support,
and when basely deceived by their rulers, the
‘house of Austria, manfully and honourably defend
their country 7 To go to America we shall find the
Mexicans also, though desired to desist by that
authority they had been accustomed to revere,
bravely defended their household Geds: and no
nation has yet been discovered who have refused
to do so visible a duty as this whenever their rulers

have permitted them. Our countrv can be de-

- fended. no where but at sea; make. this-known to

the people, and there will exist no more necessity

Jfor-pressing than there is for penal statutes to com-
~ - pelmen-tolabour when. they cannot live without it,
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- Besides forming an opinion from my historical
knowledge of our countrymen, that they do not
require to-be pressed to fight from any other reason
than the opposition of discipline to our feelings,
and the unnecessary fears of our rulers, I infer it
from knowing the vast authority of general opinion,
and from seeing ‘that the fearé of our rulers dis-
played through the.laws to which all are obedient;
and which many believe to be too sacred té per-
mit examination, possess éompletely the ai)th’ority
of general opinion. Our rulers have supposed us
incapable of defending our coiint‘ry, and 'rhé-king
public this opinion by laws, they have absolu iély

- created a:vice which before only existed in their

own imag?né‘xt’im.‘--Theré is o "way s0 ready to
debase a people-as their governors {(in'whom they
- are so early accustomed to place confidence) form-
ing bad opinions of the wlhole, from one or a few
solitary examples of atrocious crimes, and enact-
ing statutes-to prevent them. : Our rulers, at some
period or other, have formed an opinion that we -
were unwiHing to defend our country, but it is
they alone who have literally created this unwil-
lingness, and naw our people positively think they
are incapable of voluntarily defending our country.
When there is so strong a propensity in man-
kind to fight for their homes, when every man’s
indignation:is even roused ‘by -the mention of vio-
lence," when this “is: taught youtli ‘as a: virtue By
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their mothers, it begets a wish in many men to go
to.sea,and. éontribute_m the defence, and share the
praise of their countrymen ; but when it is khown
that there.is in existence so dreadful a thing as
pressing, that this is sanctioned by an authority
that .men permit to guide all their actions, and
when they feel that it is employed to produce a
virtue that they already eminently possess, it oc-
curs to them that. there. is something dreadful at
sea-which they know.nething about. Such an
opinion is- strengthened by vague' reports of the
cruelties of discipline, and, like every thing with
which- mankind are imperfectly dcquainted, imagi-
nation:adds- double. horror to it. I will not en-
counter them, says.one; I will not encounter them,
says another ; and'so-on through the whole commu-
nity. In this manner the despicable .opinions our
rulers have entertained of us has partially begot a*
vice, which had its only beginning in their own
fears, and.now gives a colourable pretext to the
necessity.-of pressing.. Do away this despicable
opinion,-and - the common. passions of .our nature,
which our history shows Aour-countrymen have al-
ways had-in -them, will-do away every shadow of
- a.necessity for pressing., T
Men unaccustomed to reflect are not aware of
-the vast authority. of general opinion, which I have
before said the. opinions;of our rulers possess. Let
me refer the reader for fthe_a;proofs of this authority:

.- . . -
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to any of the metaphysical writers of the day ¢ but
every man must.know that the early life.of all‘is
wholly ‘governed by its influence, as when' we
Imitate the actions of the rest of: mankind, and
grow up like our fathers. The entire life of many
never gets clear from. its trammels. The longest
period of reflection, and the most enlightened

mind, frequently gives up its reason in compliance:

with this opinion without being convinced of its
propriety. Now, as opinions guide the actions of
men, whenever. a general opinion pronounces a
thing impossible, it becomes absolutely so. The
general opinion.in existence that we need being
pressed has prevented our countrymentrom attempt-
ing what:they are so well capable of—voluntarily
defending their country. If every man will apply
to-his own heart for information, and equally trust
his neighbours, a general opinion can no longer
exist that pressing is necessary. '
The-vast authority of -opinion in promoting evil
Is- not confined to pressing, but pervades -evéry
part of'.our. country; its ‘authority enforced by
numerous penal statutes, and assisted by an opi-
nion, yet much too prevalent amongst our people,
that every man is prone to a particular vice is a

conspicuous cause for the thieving and peculation -

which so commonly occur in our society. The
legislature. have added to it by the multiplied ho-
nours they have decreed to the possessors of
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wealth; making it th'g test of every: virtue, making.
its possession or want-the reason of admittance or
exclusion to that highest honour a British subject
éourts,—a seat in our senate; and, while they have
thus-added to the already existing temptations to
acquire wealth, they have destroyed more than
half the power of resisting them by the authority
of that general opinion that- has persuaded men
they ‘were liable to commit these particular crimes.
This vast authority of general opinion will teach
us that too-much care cannot be taken to prevent
the enacting penal statutes, and it will teach us
that mankind will universally become much better
by being better:thought of. Though we cannot
teach the perfection of the Deity, how much we
inay improve is yet' unknown to every man; but,
to attaini ‘any improvement, it is positively neces-
sary that:improvement should be supposed possi-
ble. Thousands have practised ardent and rigid
virtue, and all are capable of doing 1t; thousands
have ‘voluntarily . defended their country, and as
many would as the country can need would our
rulers but suppose us capable of doing it. Such
_ an opinion is supported by an ardent love of fame
in our people, which L shall elucidate .in another

chapter.

e
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 CHAP. IL
*On the Love of Fame.

BY fame, to which, I have said, every Briton’s
bosom is alive, I do not mean that applauge which
posterity bestows, but that praise which makes a’
man feel a conscious superiority. For my part, I
cannot distinguish any difference between a love
of fame and a love of praise, except that the first
1s the unwilling resource of those men whose efforts
have. been directed, without: success, to the ac-
quisition of the last. They console themselves by
thinking, that a2 more enlightened, or more virtuous '
generation will arise than the present, and that then
they shall get their full share of applause. 1 believe
both proceed from the same principle, which has
been said to be natural to the heart of man,—a
desire of superiority ; for praise is an acknowledo-
ment of thes superiority ; we bestow it on what vs::
ourselves, or others do not possess. '
Like every passion, which has been called natu-
ral, we can only be certain from consciousness
of its existence in ourselves, but suppose it to ex-

ist in others from visible effects, I can assert I

feel such a desire very strong myself, and I con-

' g]lude, from analogy, Othe‘rs doalso; and that, con-
~-sequently, it is ‘a general passion implanted in 1is

c .
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for great and beneficent purposes by the hand of
the Almaghty. Other social passions are strong
in proportion to thé pleasure we derive from them;
all are productive of pleasure, but they are va-
riously modified by various circumstances ; they
are of " different strength in different indivi-
duals, but still they exist inall. I apprehend the
strongest:prbofs of the desire of prajse, being a
universal passion, are to be found in every man’s
bosom ; and no man need be ashamed of acknow-
ledging it for an snmate. - It is equally as virtuous
a motive for action as any other of the social pas-
sions; it is only when its desire induces actions,
which we know to be destructive of our own and
others ‘welfare, that it eught to excite shame.
Taking, -therefore, for granted, that the love of
praise, or superiority, is a general passion of our
nature, ‘it will be strdnger in our country than in
aﬁy other; for it is one conspicuous effect of that
liberty e enjoy to afiord room for the gratification
of, and consequently to excite, every human de-
sire. ' ‘ .
It is an observation of Mr. Locke’s, that you
have only to praise an action to produce an hun-
dred imitators; he instances the acquisition of
wit, the telling good stories, &c. And,*what but
the pl:aise that has been Abestpwed upon the pos-

sessors of fine houses, fine gardens, and all the fine
- things. that belong to rickes, could induce_the Eng- -

r%;r .
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. lish merchant,” already in posséssion of every real

comfort, to continue his toils, in order to énjoy
these fine things,—nothing: had they never been
praised, they never would have been sought after.
Can any other cause than the love of praise be
assigned for many of out noblemen’s wish to figure
as superior drivers of four in hand vehicles ; for
their wish to be distinguished as the patrons ‘of
pugilism ? Had fine horses and coaches, fine driv-
ing, and fine fighting, never been objects of so-
ciety’s praise; had they never collected thousands
of individuals to gaze at and admire them, these
and a thousand such absurdities might have had a
momentafy' existence, but a moment would have
been the extent of their duration.

Is not the desire of praise the cause of scandal
being so much a topic of conversation in country
places ? There many cannot be distinguished for
their riches, and still fewer for their abilities ; but,
as all superiority is relative, a desire of distinction
makes them debase their neighbours, that they
may’ stand conspicuous amidst the ruins, Why
have fine clothes been so much sought after by the
lowest classes, since warm ones are all that is
wanted for bodily comfort, birt that fine clothes
have been a mark of ‘distinction, have had much
respeet.paid them, and been much an object of

- praise. ‘Why is skill sought for amongst the low-
_ est classes of the people, in'running, racing, &c
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but because 1t is an object of praise, for it requires
éxertﬁon, and rather takes from than adds to bo-
c'lily"conlfbx‘ts. 1 believe that the praise which is
bestowed is more the cause of the production of
ihgenuity in a man’s profession than the solfcl com-
forts it brings. Now for all these methods of
. seeking. praise, the English.nation is more ce?e-
brated- than any other; consequently, the desire
that prompts to them must be stronger in our so-
ciety than in others. ,
It is notoriously well known, that this love o
praise pervades the very vilest parts of'society ; that
-a great thief, or a daring robber, becomes a greater
thief, or a more daring robber, by a desire for the
praise of his profligate companions. Thus many
people have lived in the more open commission of
every crime than ' their neighbours dared, simply
because they would be distinguished. But (to my
subject of paramount importguce) what can ‘ani-
mate our armies to those great military achieve-
ments but the love of praise; at reading the Ga-
zettes, what heart but feels a momentary glow to
share with them their toils and their praises; and
what can stimulate the sailor-in his arduous la-
bours, but the praise he knows his country is
" ready to bestow on his success; for, li‘ke.every
other military exertion, praise is almost their only
reward. Placed in a'situatio.n where the sailor is
 ensible the eyes of the -whole cofmunity are

.
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turned f'or.protecti.on, he feels his consequence,
and labours to surpass himself, well knowing he
must exceed people’s expectations to obtain much
praise.  On such a subject the authority of so
profound a moralist as Dr. Johnson must be al-
lowed much weight. He says, '

¢ The Senate’s thanks, and Gazette’s pompous tale,
- ¢ With force resistless, o’er the brave prevail.”

The Eunglish nation were brave then, and they are
brave still ; and that very bravery may be brought
as a proof of the force and love of praise. Our
country, placed in a situation of almost constant
war, 'has' praised the military virtues beyond any
other; and every man knows to what an.extent
they exist: witness the plains of Salamanca, the
heights of Corunna, the glorious victory at Trafal-
gar, and a thousand others. As the acquisition of
wit, telling good stories, &ec. are produced by
praise, so is courage; it is acquired by exactly
the same means. Practice is required in all to
produce perfection ; but the stimulus to practice is
the desire of, and the reward of execution, praise.
It is the observation of some great man, that
when ever a virtue is much wanted, ‘it will be
produced ; and why is it, but that, like every
thing else in repute, people give a good price for
it; but no pecuniary rewards can excite to vir-

-tue, it s, generally praise; and, it is praise plenti-

fully, ,bﬁﬁ:judicious]y bestowed; . that produces

e
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whatever virtue is wanted. As coﬁrage and cons
-duct in naval affairs, and, as-an attachment to
the sea is absolutely necessary, in a large por-
tion of the people, for the safety of the whole com-
munity, I have no doubt these virtues would al-
ways be produced if they were permitted ; it will
hereafter be shewn by what means they are de-
" stroyed. From all the f'01ecromcr observations I
conclude; and I trust they are strong enough to
induce others to.come to _the same conclusion,
that the love of fame or praise still animates every
English bosom; it therefore becomes an imme-

diate question, why the mass of our people, who-

can scarcely procure themselves food, will not vo-

luntarily enter a service where it is provided in.

-abundance, and where this strong desire of praise
receives ample gratification ? This question comes
with still more force when curiosity is considered
2 passion, very strong in every young man’s breast,
which promises much gratification from going to

sea, and which, it is well known, has rather been

excited than repressed, by all the -miraculous
escapes from' shipwreck which have been related
to the world, It has been observed, that Robinson
Crusoe made more sailors than any desire of
wealth; and as -sailors are so beneficial to our
‘country, it is probable Daniel de Foe did more

‘benefit to the community than half the men-whose’

names have descended to us as the gleatest of

o]
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mankind. This question cannotbetterbe answered
than by detailing part of the laws and customs
which have followed from putting in execution an
imagined necessity. of pressing.. This shall be
the subject of the following chapter.

It is, perhaps, misplaced, but, I cannot help ob-
serving, what a means this love of praise, so uni-

versal in mankind, so powerful in Englishmen, af-

fords of conducing to virtue. Itis infinitely more
powerful than millions of penal statutes, in as

amuch as every man hopes to receive the prizes in
" the lottery of life, and not one expects the blanks.

Praise is the prize mankind bestow on virtue; the
punishment of the laws are the blanks. o
What a heavy responsibilsty belongs to those
writers, or men in authority, that praise, either by
word or deed, any thing but virtue ; for, it is pro-
bable, ambition would not now havg been desolat-~
ing. the European world had not the names of
those destroyers of the human race, Alexander and
Ceesar, come down to us loaded with praise, and
encircled with laurels for the victories which
thicy had gained, while many of the real benefac-
tors of mankind are not known, or known and not
It is stretching the opinion too far to

imitated.
assert, that misplaced praise has caused all the

_evils of society; but to it we certainly owe a

vast .numher. - No laws can restrain .actions, that




94
find praise in society ; and to build them on bases
opposed to the praise mankind are Willing to be-
stow, must be absurd, for it can only tend to bring
the whole body of such laws into ridicule and dis-
repute. ‘ o

May not this love of praise, so clearly discover-.

able in every man, be adduced as a proof of the
value, if not of the authenticity of the gospel, from
this general principle being 8o perfectly in unison
with its doctrines. There we are taught, as prin-
ciples of action, to fear God, and to love our neigh-
bour; the inconsistency of men is displayed when
‘they make the bases of our actions the fear of men
and their laws. Every day’s experience shew that
this fear of men produces a thousand absurdities of
action ; that it is this which is employed by every
tyrant, and with too ‘much success, to produce
that slavery which, by debasing others, exalts him-
self. Love to our neighbour is, probably, suffi-
ciently strong in every man to produce all the good
which is necessary for the happiness of society ;

for when this love shows itself in assisting our
fellow-creatures, it immediately receives an ample
reward from their praise; and where reward is cer-

tain, efforts to procure it will not be wanted, and

this reward is confessedly one of the -sweetest

gratifications of the human heart.

~~We" should, . probably, “approach somewhat
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nearer that perfection of society, which it is the
end of legislation to seck, were these two princi-
ples, as they form the foundation of our education,
made somewhat more than they are,—the bases of
our laws. The idea of arriving at perfection has
been very undeservedly ridiculed; we can yet
make infinite improvement in our society, but
how much our progress is prevented by enter-
taining an opinion of its impossibility must, from
the authority of opinion, be obvious to every man.

Seeing this love of praise is so intensely strong
in every man’s bosom ; seeing that the Almighty
has vested the power 'in every man of bestowing
orlwithholdingit, to excite actions that promote his
happiness, or repress those that injure him; and
being firmly of a conviction, it would have had
sufficient force (had it been properly directed from
the beginning) to produce every kind of virtue ;
since it alone produces military courage, acknow-
ledgédly requiring arduous exertions; since its
force is sufficiently strong to make men violate all
kinds of laws, as in our country, where no penal
statutes can repress libels, I cannot be satisfied
with those deductions of civilians that vest the
power of life and death in the hands of any society.
The claiming this power is only justified by the
necessity there is, that 'society should have the
means of producing jts own benefit or perfection ;
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but. the love of praise js ‘much stronger than the
fear'of death ; therefore praise and censure, under
all their modifications, are stronger as well as bet-
ter powers, and appear to be what our governors
may justly claim.to_exercise, to prevent vice and
encourage virtue,

-
~
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CHAP. 111.

- SECTION- FEIRST,

An Account of some of the Naval Laws and Cus-

toms, and of the Coercion used on board Ship
to establish Order.

@UT of this imagined necessity, of pressing, there
Las grown up in the navy a set of laws and cus-
toms sufficiently repugnant to the feelings of an

Englishman, to his ideas of justice and liberty, to

make him forget. the principle of resistance so com-
mon in human nature, neglect the gratification of -

fame, and risk every disaster, even to starving,

rather than voluntaml-y serve his country.

These laws and customs, like pressing, are de-
fended on the score of inevitable necessity, arising
from the bad ‘character of the seamen. As’ they
are also 1c1~.nowledged]y unjust, it becomes their
supporters clearly to show the existing necessity,
distinctly to prove this bad character of the sea-
men, or amend the execution of these laws; but.
I think I can satisfactorily prove, that this neces-
sity does not exist; that the frequent crimes and
bad character.they are made the vehicles of pu-

~mshmg they themselves occasion. .
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When, from a thorough conviction of its absur-
dities, I am about to condemn-what is called naval
discipline, or the means used on board ship to
establish order, it is necessary I should assert, that
no man is more a friend of or der than myself; no
person has a stronger conviction than I have of

the necessity there is for a quiet and 1eady obe- -

dience, for the utmost attention to cleanliness and
health, for the greatest alacrity in every minutia
of duty, and for prompt and stimultaneous efforts
in every class of men of war to produce victory.
The facts that will follow are not well auzhenti-
cated ones, borrowed from others, but what I have
‘myself seen ; and the reasoning is the result of my
own experience. In detailing ‘these facts, I beg
to be distinctly understood as making no xeﬂec-
-tions- on any individuals; they are the genuine
offspring of a dreadful system of laws, which cor-
rupts the officers and debases the men ; which, by
.toIerahng and praising, encourages’ oppression ;
which furnishes principles of action dircctly oppo-
site to the 1ehglous instructions of our’ youth; and
-which perverts: those feelings: of the heart that,
under the guidance of these instructions, give birth
“to every virtue.

The men who have legislated for the mavy ap-
pear to- have been ignorant .of the characters of,
-and of the crimes. likely to be committed by sea-
men ; they have notionly been-: ignorant, but they

A0S & e
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have been. negligent in enquiry, or they might have
asceltamed what are the chief crimes, what is
their cause, and what is their proper remedy.
From this ignorance and this negligence, no mode-
rate punishment is afixed to the thousand little
deviations which sailors may commit, and which,
from their confined situation, must be known ‘to
their superiors. These trifles are 2ll left to the
captains to punish; and he punishes whatever he
thinks errors, and in nearly whatever way he thinks
proper. He is sanctioned in doing it by the fol-
lowing article, which concludes those articles of
war by which the navy is governed. It says, ¢« All
¢ other crimes, not capital, committed by any per-
‘“ son or persons in the fleet, which are not men-
‘“ tioned in this act, for which no punishment is
“ hereby directed to be inflicted, shall be punished
¢ according to the laws and customs, in such cases,
¢ used at sea.”

Dr. Paley has asserted, in his Moral Philosophy,
vol. I. page 5, « That it is tyranny in the legislature
leaving to magistrates the power of defining what
the laws intended to punish;’ but our legislature

“has left to the captains the power of punishing ac-

cording to custom; has left them the power of
making customs equal to laws; has made them,
when- they form courts martial, the only judges of
these. customs, and they have the power of con-
demnmg to punishmient: in short, they are legisla-

f
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tors, they are judges, they are juries, and they are
very often parties and executioners. This is, ac-
cording to the dictionary, despotic power, and
therefore these expressions are strietly true, and
no-apology, I should think, can be expected for
using them in other parts of ‘this essay. The en-
trusting arbitrary power to any governor or gover-
nors is not [ess destrugtive of his or their happiness
than it may be of all the men governed ; that this
unhappiness to both is the fruit of arbitrary power
being in the possession of any men, experience
must show to all; that its fruits are the same in
the navy, I am convinced from experience; it is
as-pernicious to the happiness of officers, through
making them distrustful and jealous, instead of
their having confidence and "attachment, as it is
to the seamen’s happiness, through the cruelty
that is exeércised upon them. Ifit isso destruc-
tive of this happiness, what reason -can be found for
eontinuing it, since the happiness derived can be
the only test of the utility of any law ?

In consequence of entrusting such a power to
captains, complaints are frequently made, and with
too much occasion, that justice cannot be obtained
at courts martial. Whenever the culprit is a ju-
nior officer, or a common seaman ; whenever he
may have violated any of the laws; whenever he
may have offended the feelings ‘of antipathy of
an admiral or .a .captain, it is as rational to
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- expect justice from a court martial as from a

Turkish Cadhz; both possess the same power, and
both are subject to the influence of that power
through their passions upon their judgment.

To the mind accustomed to reflect, that ideas
of right and wrong are, like all other ideas, not en-

- graved upon our minds by the hand of our Maker,

but are acquired from education (in the most en-
larged sense.of the term), what a sanction does
this possession of power, this article of war, give
to a captain for the persevering in any cruel-

~ties he may ever have seen inflicted or adopted

as customs, by any of his superiors, in his progress
through.the subordinate stations of the service!.
‘Unfortunately, the infliction of severity of punish-
ment comes recommended to the young officer
with all the fascinating charms of success; it has
often produced, and will again produce, great si-
multaneous, but temporary exertions, Its future
consequences, in corrupting the mind of the sailor
and of the community, in producing a still greater
degree of hatred, which must, eventually, end in
destruction, can never be attended to by men whose
limited education prevents them knowing these
future consequences. '

‘It is this before-mentioned article of war which
reconciles to every captain’s conscience the in-
fliction of severity of punishment, that neither the
immorality, the unhappiness accruing, nor the im«
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portance of the crime ever call for; it is this which
convinces.himthat heacts perféctly just ; and when
the approbation of courts martial (the highest
naval _tribunal) " hias been bestowed upon bad
customs—when, from beneficial but temporary
effects, these bad. customs have excited the ap-
plause of men, supposed to be excellent judges,
whéw lives have been spent‘in the service, whose
years of experience entitle their opinions to much
respect, but who have never known h,umar; nature,
and possessed little knowledge beyond their ships;
this article has then had additional force in per-
verting the ideas of right and wrong, which naval
officers inig‘ht acquire from their communications
with other parts of society. Such customs have been
sanctioned which deserve condemnation ; such ap-
plause has been bestowed upon actions for the
support, as it would be called, of discipline, from
which the unsophisticated and _enlarged mind of
an Englishman recoils, as horrid and atrocious.
The opinion, that this article of war really per-
verts people’s ideas of right and wrong, is not the
fancied speculations of a man covered with the
dust of a library, but the result of experience. I
served a considerable time with a captain de-
servedly celebrated, whose whole mind was occu-
pied with a desire of being distinguished, and who
has performed several actions that have justly ac-

quired him much reputation. He had, unfortu--
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nately, served all the early part of his life with
officers denominated “ smart;” he had.seen men
whom he had early been taught to fear and respect
acdopt many bad customs, with temporary succésg,
in producing alacrity, but never having enlarged
his mind with much feading, or much communica-
tion with society, nothing told him that following
these customs was improper. This captain was a
religious man, and a man, whom I believe, most
firmly thought himself,conscientiously Jjust, and
that, in coinmitting numberless’ cruelties, he was
promoting the good of the service, by keeping in
order a set of men whom he was accustomed to
consider as notorious rascals. My situation per-
mitted me, and I took particular pains to find out
his motives for the severity of his discipline, and
I am fully convinced they all centered in benefit-
ting his majesty’s service, and in acquiring for him-
self, what has been much an object of naval  so-
ciety’s praise, thereputation of 2 * smart officer.””
I have seen this captain flog, 1 think, twenty-six
men, part of them by candle-light, at both gang-
ways, because ‘their hammocks were not properly
cleaned*.  The only time the men were allowed

* The number of men is stated from memory, as not thinking,
at that time, it would ever become a duty to state it, and reason
upon it to the public; and not being a Spy upon any man’s ac-

-{ions, I'made no' notes of the affair, however I might think it

cruel ;. neither do I remember the amount of the lashes, but T am

- certain they were not less than one dozen each man.

D
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for scmbme‘ was one hour and a half during the
night; in this time they had their hammocks,
half a week’s-dirty clothes, and, perhaps, a bag to
scrub. It was .not because they had not been
scrubbed at all, but because they did not look
well: I should say, it was flogging men for impos-
sibilities. It was in a warm climate, and, in a
warm climate before, this captain had seen such
things done; he would allow of no relaxation
whatever, justly observing, if he began to relax, he
knew not where to stop. The observation is ex-
tremely good, but the application most wretched ;
for there exists a wide difference between relaxa-
tion from order and relaxation from the cruel

means used to accomplish it. Part of the men so

punished were some of the best men in the ship;
but old or young, good or bad, they had disobeyed
orders in not having their hammocks perfectly
clean; th pd merited punishment, and they
were punlohed ' )

-This incident forms a part of the customs used
at sea, and ‘what is m'ore? this formed a part of a
system of discipline, which system had received
not only the sanction of a court martial, but its
praise; it was said ‘to be honourable and praise-
worthy to the captain. I ‘almost fear, from the
known humanity of* the English nation, that I
hazard my credit with them in stating this fact,

but 1t is nevertheleqs true.
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A consequence of entrusting to captains this
power:of punishing what they think proper is, that
instead of one system ‘pé.rvading every ship, the
discipline of each ship depends upon what is called
the captain’s natural disposition; so that both

. officers and men, at changing their ships or their

captains, are often obliged to change every mode
to which they have been accustomed. From being
allowed to live in all kinds of indolence, they are
suddenly required to assume a large portion of ac-
tivity, and'very often the want of this activity,
encouraged by the indolence of a former captain,
is imputed.to them as a crime, and endeavoured to
be conquered by flogging. From discipline'dep'en‘d-
ing on a captain’s natural disposition, a naval life
becomes a series of different educations; knowledge
notestablishedupon principles, is vague and useless,
and the time that might be employed in improve-
ments is devoted to the changing of modes. Surely
this is miscalled a system, it is a collection of as
many systems as there are different individuals ;
what is tolerated in one shipis in another a crime;
what is in one applauded is in'another punished;
it is only a general system as it entrusts a power to
men who have notoriously abused it.

Now it unfortunately happens, that the captains
who feel the greatest prede]icridn for ships, and

_ -are, consequently, :best.-acquainted with  them,
despise other knowledge, and therefore know little

D2
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else but of their ships. These are’ the men most
likely to be employed where merit is alone the
question ; these are the men .most likely to have
the education of our young men of interest, who
are sure of promotion ; and these are the men most
certain to perpetuate all the errors and all the

cruelties of custom.
The power entrusted to caphms over the men

was without any sort of controul until April,
1811, when punishment had then caused such fre-
quent complaints from the seamen, and it had
been .proved they had borne with patience, and
complained with justice, that the admiralty found
it necessary to interfere; and they issued an order,

that quarterly returns should be made to them of

the number of men flogged in each ship; their
crimes, age, time-they were confined, quantity of
punishments, &c. &c. but still leaving to,the cap-

‘tain the power of ‘inflicting punishment. Now it

must be obvious to every man, that the same inte-

rest which can, in violation of every principle of

justice, and of every incitement to officers for ex-
ertion, make a captain of a man, comparatively
just come to sea, while thousands are toiling, and
have been for years destitute of hope, must be
sufficient to soften and completely obviate every
censure the admiralty might be inclined to bestow
on a‘captain-who' should inflict, under the name
of good for the service, unmerited or cruel punish-
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ment, As these returns are known only to the
admiralty themselves, they are, therefore, responsi-
ble to nothing but their consciences for their con-
duct*; and every man knows how easily cons
science is influenced by intefesi;. It is also ren-
dered perfectly useless by the captains employing
other means of punishment; therefore this order,
though evincing the necessity there is for some
check, is wholly ineffectual.

It is not my intention to point out and comment
upon the effects of every one of the articles of war,
or every one of the customs of the navy. Many of
them are a perfect dead letter: I wish not to wake
them from their dread repose, but just to direct the
public attention to the most prominent figures in
the picture of naval discipline, I believe they
will find all its characters, all its shades, of the
same dark hue, unenlightened by knowledge, un-
tinged with mercy or benevolence, and reflecting
the heaviest gloom over the character of man. Yet
there are some articles of war which deserve notice,
as likely to moderate the cruelty of customs, and
stop tyranny and oppression. It is enacted, by the
thirty-third of these articles, ¢ that if any officer
shall be convicted before a court martial of behav-
ing in a scandalous, infamous, cruel, oppressive,

* I beg leave to be understood as not alluding to any partwu]ar
board of adrmralty, but that it is a venera] ‘effect of interest on

" every conscience.
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or fraudulent manner, unbecoming the character of
an officer, he shall be dismissed his majesty’s ser-
vice.”

This might be supposed to ameliorate or pre-
vent cruelty ; but as all cruelty is relative, and as

a captain is tried by captains, who all, like himself,
have witnessed cruelties e*ustmcr as customs, and
since they have all occasionally practised them,
they are all ready, from similar feelings, to make
every allowance for a man who states, and proba-
bly believes, he was only promoting the good of
the service when he trespassed on humanity.
Experience shews, that there 1s no punishment for
a-captain who does this, that nine hundred and
ninety-nine instances out of a thousand escape;
besides, a prosecution is not a simple business,
few are the seamen that have knowledge sufficient
to condudt it, for every effort is employed to keep
them in ignorance; fewer still dare 'oppose an au-
thority which they are habituated to reverence
from terror, and when they do still fewer succeed.

The first article of war might also be supposed
to produce good, since it recalls men’s minds to
the Deity; but it is so little observed, and so fre-
quently violated, that I fear its tepdency is the
direct reverse. It is ordered by 1t ¢ That all com-
"¢ manders, captams, and officers, in or belonging

“'to any of his majesty’s ships or vessels of war,

“ shall cause the public worship of Almighty
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“ God, according to the liturgy of the church of
¢ England, established by law, to be solemnly, or-
¢ derly, and reverently performed in their respec-
¢ tive ships, and shall take care that prayers and
< preaching, by the chaplains in holy orders of the
¢ respective ships, be performed diligently, and
« the Lord’s day be observed according to law.”

"

o

‘But so far'is Sunday from being observed as a re-

ligious day, that it is generally devoted to some
particular employments without the slightest ne-
cessity. I have seen foroes set to work, rigging set
up, ships painted, and all manner of work porfcnm-
ed, from no other motive but that paramount one
on board ship,—the captain’s pleasure.

I am not so determined a bigot as to condemn
working on Sundays as 2 crime when the country’s
service calls for it; but I think a whole code of
laws are likely to be much more respected by the
body of the people if they see no open violations
‘'of any part of them by men, their superiors, whom
they are accustomed to obey and respect. This
law’ stands first in the naval code; it is solemnly
and impressively worded, and it is onc that the
Jowest class of the people arc accustomed to regard

- with attention ; for the respect due to Sunday is’

enforced in millions of penny pamphlets in our

“country, and it ministers to their pleasure and

their ease; therefore its total violation, which fre-
quently takes place on board ship, must serve to



40

\

bring. the whole body .of the laws, into contempt,

exclusive of its bad effects in déstroying, by the 3l
.example of their superiors, all attention to religion
in -the ‘minds of the men; thus perverting the
only source of morality, and thus assisting to pro-
duce the bad character attributed to the seamen.

~There is another law ‘which has also the effect
of br'illlging the whole code into contempt; it is
the first part of the 27th article, which enacts,
¢« That no person shall sleep upon his watch, upon
¢ pain of death or otherwise, as a court martial
« shall think fit.”” . But times have so altered since
this was made, or it was made with so little know-
ledge of the seaman’s situation, that he is now
permitted and encouraged to go to sleep. An ob-
solete or a contradictory law is of no consequence
on shore, where people_ never hear of it, but on
board ship this law is read, with the others, proba-
bly, once a month, with equal solemnity, and has
_equal force with others, to which the most rigid
obedience is exacted.

41

CHAP. IIL

SECTION SECOND.

%VHENEVER, what is called, the natural dispo-
sition of the captain is severe; whenever he has a
strong” love of fame, and is careless or ignorant of
the legitimate means of acquiring it, terror, from
its temporary success, is made.the means of pro-
moting that activity in the minutia of duty which
has been thought to deserve, and has received much
praise. "~ Custom sanctions flogging in all cases
when the captain thinks fit; and the particular ar-
ticle of war that sanctions it for wanting activity isa
part of the 27th, which says, « No person shall neg-
« ligently perform the duty imposed upon him un-
« der pain of death, or as-a court martial shall
« think fit.” Captains are the sole judges of what
is negligence, and the duty to be imposed has been
interpreted by them as an obligation on all beneath .
them to do every thing in what ever manner they
may think fit; and who can affix any other inter-
pretation but captains? Any opposition to their
will, any hesitation in obedience, and want of ala-
drity in fulfilling it, is punished by flogging. Some
of the ‘cépfains have insisted upon their people’s
flying, -but not. having. the genius of a Kali

]
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have enforced obedience by flogging. Lest the.

reader may be too much alarmed, it is necessary to

state, flying, in sea language, means running up -

and down the rigging, in and out upon the yards,
with breathless. haste.
A great part of the punishments I have witness-
ed on board ship is classed under this head of
neglect of duty; and when the punishment an-
‘nexed to the offence is stated at from one to threc
dozen, it will, doubtless, be inferred, that there
must have been some egregious inattention, some
neglect, by which the ship has been endangered,
or some want.of exertion, by which an enemy has
escaped. No such thing: such instances are. very
‘rare’; but the captain has imposed some duty upon
. them which could not interest them; exertions
‘have been required when no zeal existed, but this
never was when an enemy was to be encountered.
‘Some accident has happened from hurry, which it
was the duty of the unfortunate culprit to prevent;
perhaps his anxious wish to beat another ship,
when they have been exercising together, and
frightened by the terror-striking voice of his cap-
tain, or first lieutenant, has made him neglect it.

1 have heard it has been avowed as a principle,
by an officer of the highest reputation in his ma-
Jesty s service, and 1 have seén it acted upon,

e that no -such thing as an accident could hap-
pens’’: consequently, any misfortune must..have .

)
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arisen in some person’s neglect, and some person
must be punished to prevent its recurrence. To -
this, as'a principle, between man and his Creator,
1 have no objection; in his all-seeing eye it is
probable all the misfortunes of the human race
may justly be imputed to themselves; but surely,
man’s fellow-creature, though his superior, is not
his God. To continue the enumeration of those
things that are punished as the neglect of duty :—
Some of the iron allotted to a man to polish does not
shine well; his hammock has not been clean
scrubbed; his clues have not been blacked; his
clothes have wanted mending; his shirt has been
dirty ; or, perhaps, he may have neglected the
captain’s 'stock, or the wardroom dinner: These,
and a thousand similar'trifles, are what seamen
are flogged for, as neglect of duty. The captain’s
orders have made doing these things their duty;
and custom sanctions his inflicting flogging for
their neglect. No person who reads over these
items for which sailors are flogged, whether sailor
or not, but must know greater part of them have
no real value in themselves ; they have a beginning
in the captain’s will, and when he is pleased their
utility ends. Those that are necessary or useful,
must flow ﬁom 1evuht10ns, and their being made
honourable and pralse -worthy should be the sti-
‘mulus to: conformlty “Those polishings, &c. that
are’ of no: 1ef11 use with a’ better system of' disci-
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pline would not be wanted; for now they are
adopted, as the means of employing the people, so
averse to our common feelings is naval discipline,
so dreadful are the means used to establish order,
that, for a sailor to have a moment’s leisure is, by
many -officers, dreaded more than a pestilence.
As the real duties of a ship can never occupy
the time of half of the men employed, the captain
has recourse to his inveation to find the seamen
work ; for so conscious are the officers that
the seamen cannot reflect without being sensible
that they have been unmeritedly punished, that
they have received almost unlimited injury, that
they are fearful reflection should make them com-

pare their situation with the rest of their country-

men, with what they themselves once were, and
that this reflection should rouse them to ven-
geance for. oppression. What a thread is this for

the existence of our country to depend upon? And

not only our country, but every thing that can be
dear to the reflecting part of civilized Europe.
It is those things which, in themselves, are in-
-different, which have never been objects of p.raise,
and which there exists no motive for doing, but
the arbitrary will of a captain, or some capricious
superior, that flogging is employed to produce. A
seaman never nGOIects his duty in time of action,
for success then has been an object of praise. In
any ‘time of trouble or of dancrer, Whenever great

-
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energy, ‘noble courage, .or manly" fortitude; are
wanted, terror, in any- of its branches, is never
applied to call them forth. In such times is the
seaman’s greatest glory and his highest pleasure;
then he-feels that his efforts will entitle him to
praise; then, cheered with the smiles of his offi-
cers * and the prospect of fame, death only limits
his endeavours. ‘

Once, indeed, I have seen an instance of British
seamen’s backwardness in a time of danger, when
they were heartless, pusillanimous,\and cowardly,
but this was in a ship where a severity of flogging,
and all the niceties of discipline were carried to a
greater extent’ than I ever before witnessed;
where the captain never permitted any other mo-
tive for action but fear of him; where, if the men
were disposed to do well ‘in their own way, but,
from other motives, they were not permitted ; and
where every action was prescribed by regulations,
and enforced by terror; but, in a moment of dan-
ger, no terror could be employed, and, consequent-
ly, no exertion took place. By the operation of

. # ] believe some people may be found who will support the
system of terror by saying, that an ‘officer always good natured,
who bestows his smiles on all occasions, will have no stimulus to
rouse men to exertions when required. I do not envy such a cal-
culator, but he should remember, no kind of stimulus is wanted

 for the ordinary occasions of life; and to prostitute it at such

~ times, whethe1 praise 01 any thing else 18 bestowmg, he rewards-

of exertion upon indifference.

!
}
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)
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this terror, the men were deprived of every lawful
and pleasing mode of excitement; they were de-
based into slaves, and slaves are incapable of ener-
gy. This circumstance is a strong proof, how much
more powerful the hope of good is in promoting
human labours than the fear of evil; for here no
chance existed that was known to the seamen, but
that they would be punished when fine weather
should again return ; and, if the fear of evil could
excite men, I know no evil greater than flogging,
and none was more certain of being realized. I
have before observed, that from the power that is
entrusted to.captains, different things are punish-
ed, as crimes, by different individuals, and the
same individual is, at times, so unlike himself,
that what he once punished he is now inclined to
applaud. This is so much so on board ship, that
the seamen scarcely know themselves what will
be punished and what will not. No principle,

therefore, shorter in its daration, or more transient.

in its good effects, than fear of capricious man, can
be applied to govern men.

I have once, and but once, heard of an instancc
of the seamen feeling any thing but pleasure at
going into action. This took place, in.a ship re-
cently manned, in the West Indies, where scoun-
drels of every denomination are gladly accepted
and classed with British seamen. The men were
mostIV foremners. and very soon. after leaving port,
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this ship fell in with an enemy of much superios
size to herself. Her appearance frightened these
men ; the captain was informed of. it by the few
Englishmen on board, and with such base minds
as these people possessed, punishment was effec-
fual in exciting courage *,

Another customary mode of forcing men’s la-
bour in men of war sometime ago in use, though
now gradually and very happily going out of fa-

" shion, was to flog the whole of the men stationed

to perform a particular service, such as the main-
topsail-yard men, &ec. .if they were last at exe-
cuting a part of their duty, or if, in the captain’s
opinion, they stood conspicuous for neglect. This
custom, though now growing into disuse, had, and
yet has ‘the evil effect of begetting hatred to the
service in the minds of the community ; it has de-
terred Englishmen from voluntarily resigning the -

* This occurred to Captain Conway Shi;‘ﬂey (while command-
ing the Hippomenes).  In his early death the country and his
friends suffered a severe loss : he was a man who only wanted to
be known, to be loved, admired, and imitated; as gcnuineiy
pious as he was brave; he was as honourable and humane as he
was ardently courageous. From such principles, with a mind
highly informed, eveiy action was noble; coxﬁbining all the manly
improvements of modern times, with the gallantry of ancient chi-
valry, it may truly- be said of him, that, like the Chevalier
Bayard, ¢ he was a captain without fear and without reproach.”
To weep f01 him now Would be: fru1t]ess ; to follow his example

e ”.,.,,

mentonous.
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blessings of existence, by submitting to such hor-

rors, though prompted by the love of fame. In
compliance with this custom, not many years have
passed since I saw all the men stationed on the
main topsail-yard severely flogged for their dxla-
toriness.

This wholesale mode of punishment, this darling
.of what is called the St. Vincent system, was the
pride and glory of discipline; its effects were ex-
ultingly pointed out to you ip, the superior ala-
crity with which mén so punished -performed their
duty on the next occasion. Happily, public
opinion has tended to eradicate this glory of dis-
cipline.

SECTION THIRD.

The second article of war is, ¢ All flag-officers,
< and all persons in or belonging to his majesty’s
¢ ships and’vessels of war, being guilty of profane
¢ oaths, cursings, execrations, drinkenness, un-
« cleanness, or other scandalous actions, in dero-
¢ gation of God’s honour, and corruption of good
¢ manners, shall incur such punishment as a court

¢ martial shall think fit to impose, and the rature-

¢ and degree of their offence shall deserve.”
- Of all the crimes mentioned in this article, and
whlch with the others, is read to the seamen once
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a month, drunkenness is the only one for which

custom sanctions the infliction of much flogging ;
of the other crimes mentioned here, cu_réings, exe-
crations, &c. are known to exist in immense qyuan-
tities, and are never noticed: indeed, it is a gene-
ral opinion in the navy; that his majesty’s service

cannot be carried on without (on the part of the
officers) cursings and execrations. As for unclean-
ness and other scandalous actions, they are tole-
rated, allowed, and encouraged ; why these words
are permitted to exist in the same article with
drunkenness, occasionally so much the object of
abhorrence, ‘and flogging, can only be accounted
for in the ignorance of the people who made these
laws, or in the changes to Wh](.h the affairs of men
are liable. -

Of all the crimes that frequently meet with seve-
rity of punishment on board ship, and which are
the cause of much flogging, drunkenness stands
pre-eminent for ' the enormity of its conse-
quences ; for, whenever suffered, it can cause no-
thing less than destruction to every ennobling sen-
timent, of every regularity that'can keep up order
or preserve health. It deserves no palliation, and
must, by some means or other, be repressed; but

with the advocates of discipline I cannot agree,

that flogging, inflicted at the will of an individual,

is the proper mode. of repressing it.. This vice is as

condemnable, in a moral point. of view, as 1t 1S
K '




‘ or allowed ;
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from its effects on order onr board ship, and, con-
sequently, habits of it ought never to be tolerated
but in the navy they are,‘frequently
encouraged and praised.

In the opinion of many officers, a sailor is not

- worthy of his name who goes on shore (though it

is very seldom this is permitted) and fails to get
drunk A knowledge of this opinion, and a-de-

- sire for the praise consequent on it, and in Deing

deemed agood hearty fellow, prompts sailors to get,
as fast as possible, rid of their sobriety. whenever
they set foot on land. When there, the civil inha-
bitants of our country give strength to this opinion,
and act as if they were in a conspiracy to under-
mine the morality of our'seamen ;
raged, by their smiles, to commit all sorts of ex-
Poor fellows, it is said, after their la-
bours, indulgence is necessary: thusa most brutal

cesses.

state of intoxication is called an indulgence; and
what general opinion pronounces an indulgence
will be eagerly sought for, without any conviction
Who,
that has ever been in a sea port, has not seen drun-
kenness encouraged in - this way,

of the pleasure arising from committing it.

and druunken
sailors cheered and applauded while doing all sorts

: of mischief? But the privilege of getting drunk,
J as an indulgence, does not stop here; in-many
shxps it is given to seamen, when in harbour, as «

compensatxon for thelr other numerous prxva’clons. .

they are encou-’
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They are allowed to purchase liquor in certain

proportions, but generally sufficient, with the usual

allowance of spirits or beer, to produce intoxica-
tion. As this is always.granted as a favour, it, of
course, is an indulgence, and is sought after as a
pleasure. Whenever this permission is given; all
attempts to preserve any kind of order are perfectly
fruitless. The horrid, the brutal scenes which I
have known ensue from this indulgence, will not
bear minute de'scription': ‘Mutinous expressions,
horrid blasphemies, and perpetual fighting, dis-

“tinguish the evenings of the days devoted to in-

toxication.

It is from this forbeatance and indulgence at one,
time, together with a greater allowance of spirits
than is necessary, that habits of drunkenness are
produced among seamen of men of war, which,
afterwards, the utmost severity of discipline can
scarcely subdue, and can never destroy; yet the
drunkenness produced in this way, is made the
principal argument for the necessity  of seve-
rity. Like other crimes, it is left to the captain

. to punish or not; it is encouraged or repressed ;

punished lightly or severely, just as he may be in-
dolently good natured or diligently severe. Can
there be a more effectual means of' destroying the

distinctions . between vice and virtue, (remember

~ that they are not. innate) which it is the business

s

of. 1elxg10n and’ education forcibly. to 1mpress on
L E2
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the mind, which it is one great business of laws to
malke, than in thus making convemcnce alone the
test-of guilt, than in thus 1educm0 the etcrnal and
immutable principles of morality to the narrow
and vibrating scale of this man or that man’s plea-
surc; than in superiors punishing at one time
what at another they practise, encourage, and ap-
plaud. Goaded once to madness, by severities,
the seamen mutinied, and; like.other beings in

their situation, they knew not, exactly, what to’

claim as their due; they thought more grog would
drown every care, and hence, that greater allow-
ance of spirits which they receive than is neces-
sary for their health, and which is sufficient, un-
der some circumstances, to produce intoxication.

Here was one instance, out of many, that might

' be produced, that where justice is not done, some-
thixig that is not justice, will be obtained. When

ever the seamen shall become sensible of their pre-

. sent situation; and, from the wide diffusion of

knowledge, théy are fast arriving at it, they will
obtain, from the fears of their superiors, more than
justice ; tliey may, perhaps, (I fear 1t) hurl de-
structzon on their country.

Reflecting, that men’s characters are, in geue-
ral, formed from the institutions of their country,
or the immediate society in whicl they live, com-
bined with the influence of climate, I formed an
opinion tha't, it was-probable drunkenness in men

)

1
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of war, arose wholly from their existing institu-.
tions, .and I enquired of many captains of mer-
chantmen, if they found seamen to be frequently
drunk with them; the answer invariably was, ¢ not
paltlculally not more than the other inhabitants
of our country, of their class, unless,”” it was re-
joined, ¢ they had been in a man of war.”” And -
more than one instance has been related to me, of
sober, young men, who had been pressed, returning
to their former employ at the peace, corrupted,
drunkards, and unfit to be trusted ; and after some
short period of good example and seclusion from
grog, returning again to habits of qobne’cy and

* decency.

I have witnessed many instances of young men
just pressed, never being in the daily habit of

. drinking spirits, but in a man of war, aided by

example, they have soon become drunkards.—
But the fact, that the system of discipline which
exists in a man of war corrupts a man, is too
notorious to need much elucidation.

SECTION FOURTH.
The nineteenth article of war orders contempt

to be punished as a court martial shall think fit,
but. custom sanctions the captain’s inflicting cor-

'poreal pumshment for whatever lie may deem
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contempt.- And there is an article of the printed
naval nstructzons, which without affixing any
punishment to disrespect, vests; through the me-
dium of custom, -a power in courts martial to
punish it in any way they may deem fit.

Two such indeterminate words as these, left to
naval captains to interpret, are very sufficient
means ; and they are made ample use of in in-
flicting punishment by men whose anger is roused
by the slightest opposition.: These things are
thought the first steps to mutiny, and they are,
therefore, repressed with what is even in' the navy
thought severity of flogging. Three or four dozen

I have generally seen inflicted for what a captain,

or a midshipman, a boy just from his mother’s
arms, might deem disrespect or contempt. Itis

here to be observed, that those beings whose con-,

duct they themselves are conscious is creative
both of disrespect and contempt, are the very
people who inflict, and have most frequent occa-
sion to do it, the greatest severity of punishment
for these two things miscalled crimes. If the
meaning of these tivo words is to be taken in its
proper acceptation, they can mean nothing but
that sentiment which arises in"the mind; at feelirng
pain from the actions of others, at witnessing.ab-
“surdity, folly, or vice; the greater a man’s know-
ledge is, ’ghe greatéi‘. ~his love 'for,virtue; the

stronger must be his sentiments of contempt and -

A NS
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disres-_pect for actions vicious, foolish, or absurd.
Now, as the Almighty has evidently bestowed
upon man a power of producm_,, by his praise;’
those actions in others which may promote his
own happiness, and of repressing, by his contempt
or censure, whatever may ii}jul‘e him; to entrust
captains or admirals with a power to injure a man,
and then punish him for feeling contempt at such
an injury, what is it bat to punish us for the pos-
session of feelings the Almighty has implanted in
us for the most beneficial purpose, that we may
be able to repress actions that injure us. '

In my opinion, to pumsh anv man’s contempt
of & vice that injures him, s to give a bounty upon
vice, and to employ all the terrors of law in re-
pressing virtue; it is to destroy all the boundaries
of vice and virtue in the mind; it is to repress
those sentiments of pleasure we feel at witnessing
virtue, and which would lead us to imitate it; it
is an endeavour to substitute pleasure, instead of
that pain we feel “at the sight of vice, and which
would teach us to aveid it. Before the enactment
of such a law, our l‘eO'iélatOL‘s should have taken
care thoroughly to convince us of their z;zﬁz[lzbz[ztz )
then it is probable we should have sibmitted to
the pain they inflicted, and thought it pleasure:
but now, unfortunate]y, every day’s experience:
only adds to our convxctmn, that they are more
proné’ to errors than other mén.
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‘From the indefinite nature of these two words,

it is noet uncommon in the navy for looks to be
punished as contempt, for a claim to justice, as a
right belonging to every member of society, for a
protestation of innocence, particularly if supported
by reasoning, against the rash intuitive convictions
of a superior, to be punished at this enlightened
period of the world as disrespect.

The two words themselves, as -applied to -ac--

tions, are dreadfully indeterminate and ill defined;
for no two human beings agree about what is the
exact measure of respect. In the navy, with
many, it is positive servility ‘or unlimited obe-
dience to any commands, however absurd: with
-others, it is simple obedience to positive and legal
-commands.

SECTION FIFTH.

It must be evident to every person, that the
crime which fills most of our gaols, which causes
most punishment in the community, and against
which most of our penal statutes are directed, is
thieving. As our ships are generally manned
with our countrymen, it might be supposed that

this would also cause the greater part of the pu-

nishments on board ship, but it is not so; thieving
in any of its branches is very little known there.
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The chief causes of this may be a certainty of
detection, and the ample gratification which the
seamen receive of the desire of praise. As I ap-
prehend that, (some how or. other) the desire of
praise is the remote cause of greater part of the
thieving in society; for to enjoy distinction is the
chief motive for the acquisition of wealth, it sel-
dom proceeds from positive want. We do oc-
casionally meet with a few incorrigible thieves,
but they are generally men who' have been sent
from the hulks or gaols, as a compromise for
transportation or imprisonment. This custom' is
said to-be abolished, and it was high time, for
never was there a more absurd one, than thus
taking from the seamen what is their only reward
for all their privations, what is the only remune-
ration for all the injuries they suffer,—the respect
and praise of society. It was adding the bitterest
insult to the most violent injury. It is not more
reprehensible in a moral point of view, than it is
when contemplated as it may ultimately affect

the pockets of the community; for if you take

from the honourable feelings of the seamen, and
degrade them in the estimation of society, they will
necessarily require greater pecuniary rewards.
This would have been an admirable 'plan to
have broughtany thing into disrepute ; that had

‘been the organ.of 'a minister, 2 burden to the

country, or a useless expence to society: The
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navy possesses none of these characteristics, it is

of supreme national importance, and can only be

supported by the feelings of respect which ought
to belong to it, and which the country must en-
courage by its praise.

Thieving, in any of its branches, forms but =
small part of the punishments inflicted upon sca-
men. Yet, as society has marked it as a crime,
it is punished on board ship with an additional
severity ; and as custom sanctions this punish-
ment, being inflicted at the will of an individual
without a trial, without an opportunity of 2 man’s
defending himself, as his judge possesses no feelings
in common with those which led him to commit,
the crime, but is unassailed by temptation, it is
high time the custom was abolished, and that
thieving on board ship should not be punished tilt
the man was convicted by trial.

Fighting and quarrelling are also occasionally -
met with on board ship, and, like the before-men-
tioned items, are repressed by flogging, which
custom sanctions the captain inflicting at his‘ will.

These are mostly the crimes for which seamer
are severely flogged. I have not stated the num-
ber flogged, nor have I any means of determining
the average amount, except by memory. In one
“ship where the -complement consisted of 195
people, 15 of whom, from' their rank, were not
liablé to corporeal pum%hment the average nuthber
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of men flogged was never less »thavn 5 a week,
this is* speaking much within bounds. Yet, at
the end of a year, 80 more men had been punished
than the whole number amounted to, who were
liable to corporeal punishment: a proportion how
infinitely great when compared with the number
of persons who are even brought to trial in the
rest of the community. As some of this ship’s
company were never punished in the twelvemonth,
many of the others were punished repcatedly,
which shows the inefficacy of flogging; indeed
the remark is very general, that a man once flogged,
is sure to give occasion for it again. For it has
been applied by many officers 5o indiscriminately ;

~the old and the young, the good and the bad, have

been so alike subjected to the disgrace that, like
every thing else which is the common property
of all, it has “ceased to have any value, it has
ceased to be disgraceful ; instead of his shipmates
regarding the man with abhorrence, who has been
flogged, they look upon it as a misfortune to which
all dre inevitably subject, and from the commbon
sympathies of our nature they share his distress
and relieve his pain, they shake hands with him,
they console him with pity, and even share their
grog with him; this last part of their mistaken
Lindness has made me frequently witness the man
punished at noon, put in. irons’ again at night
for drunkenness. If nothing else could be S'lld;
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this inefficacy of flogging is a sufﬁclent reason for
its immediate abolition at the will of a captazn.
The number of lashes inflicted is seldom less
than one dozen, I do not ‘think I have ever seen
above two or three instances of its being less, and
frequently it amounts to three dozen. T%w
smallest. average number of men I have ever wit-
nessed Being flogged, certainly amounted to one
2 fortnight : out of such a complement as I have
before-metioned, this lowest average amounts to
96 out of 180 in a year, or a seventh part of the
whole people, and this takes place amongst a set of
men notoriously free from a great part of the crimes
committed by the other parts of the community.
Now is there any thing equal to the seventh part

of our population ever brought even to trial in a .

twelvemonth > 1 cannot ascertain the number,
“but I should suppose it can never exceed the five
hundredth part of the people who, from their age,

are amenable to justice.
From conversation with other officers, and from

observing that they express no sort of surprise at
frequent punishments, I am inclined to think this
last account of what men are ‘punished on board
ship, may be rather below the average number
punished throughout the fleet in a year. I have
not 'falien the mean of the two extremes I have
withessed, because I have 0'enerally served with
"oﬁ‘icers denommated smart, I belle\(c; the}‘e are
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a few individual instances of much less punish-
‘ment; but this can only be brought as an argument
to prove the folly and absurdity, the cruelty and
JI]JllSthO there is in entrusting any man with the
power of punishing another, when experience so
fully. proves that such a power never yet was
possessed without being abused.

SECTION SIXTIL.

In the last section I pretended to no kind of ac-
curacy as to the average number of men punished.
Now, it is probable, the side of the question I
have taken, and the well known passions of our
nature, may have led me to mistakes. However,

‘the proportion of men punished in the navy is

much greater than in civil society. Those who
wish to make accurate calculations on the subject,
may have recourse .to the punishment lists now
transmitted to the admiralty ; but it is to be ob-
served, that this transmission is a late regulation,
and’ it is probable the number of punishments
may have considerably decreased since the cap-
tains have known their superiors would see their
works; and since corporeal punishment has been
lately much an object of public conversation,
public execration, and parliamentary enquiry.

~ Besides the .punishments stated in these’ public
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~ teturns, there are other cus.tomg on board ship
of punishing seamen, .other more heart-breaking
modes. of compelling obedience. ~ These modes
and customs are only partizlly - countenanced ;
the admiralty, 1 believe, disapprove of them, but
courts martial do not punish them. i

The most prominent of these customs is what
is called starting, that is one man beating another
with a'piece of Tope as hard as he can hit him;
the other being perfectly defenceless, and forbid
even to look displeased, as thatis contempt or dis-
respect. No register is kept of this as of the flog-
gings at the gangway; no account is rendered to
any superior, the captain being responsible for his
inflicting this punishment to nothing but a naval
captain’s conscience.

I am aware that this pumshment is so dreadful,
so hostile to the feelings and ideas of every Briton,
unpolluted by naval discipline, that it is going fast
out of practice; but I have seen it administered in
1812, and heard the captain alledge, for doing it,
he should be ashamed of transmitting his punish-
ment list, it would be so crouded was he to flog

every man whom he thought deserved it. As one,
design of this essay is to explain the effects of dis-

cipline on the minds of the community at'large, in
. deterring them from serving their country, it can-
_not be.improper to mention this mode of punish-
ment, as-the knowledge that it is growing into dis:
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use cannot yet have travelled far into the commiti=
nity ; neither can it be wrong t’ols.tate, that though
-now totally in disuse, it formerly was the custom
for every Iieutenant.,' and even for the boatswain
and his mates, to ;have recourse to starting, to
quicken men’s efforts. .

Starting is more generally used for want of ala-
crity than for any-other crime. I have witnessed
its being practised in'the following manner :

In hoisting the topsails to the mast-head, hoist-
ing boats in and out, hoisting 'in beer and water,
and such like duties, when they were not done
with smartness, the captain stationed the boat-
swain’s mates at different parts of the deck, each
w1tharope s end, with orders to beat every man as
he passed them. The proportion of bhoatswain’s
mates to ships is two to the first hundred men, and
one to every hundred afterwards. In performingall
these little pieces of duty, every man almost, as he
ran and pulled upon the rope, had to pass these
boatswaln’s mates, who, of course, according to the
captain’s orders, beat them. Thus, whether good
or bad, whether old or young, whether sailor or
marine, whether exerting himself or not, nearly
every man in the ship got a beating. This de-
pended upon the time they were performing their
duty. Sometimes these.evolutions were frequently
repewted for the sake of exercise and order; and I.
Enve seen. them last so long, that, when done, the.
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-whole ship’s company were lying about the decks
like 50 many hard-hunted greyhounds: let me ob-
serve, that the men were not started at every time
of performing their task, but only at those times
when the captain’ might deem them particularly
slow. These modes of starting have been sanc-
tioned by custom, and have been, from their tem-
porary beneficial effects, denominated, by courts
“martial, praise-worthy and honourable

. The other modes of punishing seamen, sanction-
ed by custom, consist in stopping their grog, con-

fining'them in irons, making them stay hours in

 the rigging, walk the decks with crow-bars on their
shoulders, perform extra work, &c. and when work
is thus made a punishment, instead of being made
honourable, captains feel-angry with their men be-
cause they take no pleasure in doing wor k (alias
being punished). - Here they bring a virtue into
disrepute, than which none is miore necessary to

the existence of society, whether on board ship or

on shore, forgetting, that though the Almighty has
condemned the human race, for their sins, to eat
: bread by the sweat of their brow, he has made la-
bour the means of bringing happiness, 311b51stence,
and health to all; it is, therefore, as nnpohtlc as
it is unwise to make so necessary a virtuea dis-
grace. The’ end proposed, by all these ‘punish-
- ments, is to produce simultaneous exertion. From

this results the execution of a greater given quan- -
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tity of work in a given time, by which means, at

the end o}f days, weeks, or.months, the ship’s com-
pany have, probably, some idle time; and, as re-
flection might hurt his majesty’s service, it gives
occa_sion to the inventive genius of the captain to
find them employment: this employment is, pro-
bably, similar exercises.

Having now stated the most prominent features
of naval discipline, or the means used on board

ship to accomplish order, I .shall endeavour to

point out some of their effects on the ofﬁcers, sea-
men, and on the commumty

1
j
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CHAP.IV.

The Lffeet of Naval Laws and Customs on the
Minds of the Officers.

DISTIN CTLY to analyse the human character
in any situation; to unfold the complicated tho-
‘tives for the actions of men, or trace the effects of

laws and customs, in forming the character, re- .
fo

quires the patient, but keen investigation, and the
knowledge of a philosopher; all, therefore, I can
hope to do, in pointing out the effect of naval
laws and customs, is to direct the attention of men
of genius, and philanthropy to its serious consi-
deration, and to furnish a brief sketch of some of
the prominent causes of that difference of charac-
ter discoverable between men in the habit of

going to sea in a man of war and other portions of

the community.

On shore, though young men may, in the prose-
cution of the affairs of life, be occasionally moved
from the society of their parents or friends, they
never mix with people accustomed to set religion
at defiance, or regard the principles of morality as
things tending to hinder the good of the country.
These are yet looked upon as valuable in England ;
and, on shore, a young man cannot well be re-
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moved from a society, where shame will not be the

consequence of their open violation.

The foregoing detail of naval discipline must
have satisfactorily shewn, that it is directly oppo-
site to the principles of justice that are derived
from religion and morality; and as naval successes,
of which the cause has never been enquireg,
have fully assured our rulers of the goodness of-
naval discipline; as principles of jdstice would
prevent the cxercise of this discipline, success has
been, I apprehend, the primary cause why religion
and morality are so much jn disrepute in the navy.
That they are so is a truth too notorious to be de-
nied ; they are alike the object of the profligate
youngster’s scorn, as interfering with his pleasures;
and of the older officer’s ridicule, as stepping be-
tween him and that fame, which is the result ex-
pected from naval discipline. _

Into such a society it is, that, at the age of thir-
teen years, a young gentleman, intended to be an
officer, is sent: as that age is now thought the
most proper time to go to sea. At such a pe-
riod of life it is a precocious genius that has formed
habits of reflection, or that is then capable of dis-
tinguishing right from wrong. The youngster’s
actions have, till now, been guided by a parentor a
friend : he acts not from those principles which di-
rect and pervade every movement, but performs all
his duties from detailed instructions.

F2
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Tt is at this time of life that {he passions of the
mnan begin-to open, that he daily feels wants un-
tnown before, and that his former received instruc-
tions seldom direct him how properly to gratify.
" Thrown at once, from daily advice, amongst young
" men who, like himself, want every guiding re-

straint, amongst whom there is nothing ridiculed,

‘but attention to religious precepts; nothing ap-
plauded but courage, to get rid of early prejudices.
In such a society the youngster becomes, at once,
an adept in dissipation, for he has no one to coun-
tenance him in the practice of virtue; and what
boy can resist the frowns of censure, or who shuns
the applause of his companions ?

That vice is habitual to the rising officers of the
navy, every man may be convinced by going to a
sea port, where he will find it scarcely distinguish-
able from the name of a midshipman ; they are al-
ready excluded from civil society, and a certainty
of being unknown, except to companions em-
ployed like himself, is the surest preventive to
shame, and the most certain incitement to every
crime which the laws do not punish.

We have seen, in the detail of some of the na-
val laws and customs, that captains possess an

“unlimited and unrestrained power. A man who
has heard of the excellency of the English consti-
tution, who ‘has been taught, from his earliest

days, that. justice and freedom were its bases, will- '
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immediately conclude, that, since the legislature
found it necessary to entrust such a power to
a set of then ; that since they took them from their *
friends so young, they would endeavour, by edu-
cation, to make each of these individuals a Somers,
a Cowper, or a Thurlow ; that they would early
learn thern to correct theiv passions; that, as the
possession of power is known to corrupt the mind,
they would, as much as possible, repress its ef-
fects by timely severities and instruction; but it
is not so; the education of these rising legislators,
or captains, like every thing else in his majesty’s

" naval service, is left to the will, or the natural dis-

position of the captains. The present state of na-
val society fully assures us that education is

‘wholly neglected.” If any man is not convinced, I

can only wish him to go on board ship, and see
the hours of the midshipmen alternately employed,
sleeping, playing, and walking the decks, with
their hands in their pockets, that he may hear
their conversation and see their amusements ; and,
it he would afterwards make them judges of the
actions of men, I should pronounce him mad.
The admiralty have lately done something to im-
prove their education, by the better appointments
they have given to the chaplains; but while the
discipline of the navy remains as it is, and while
it is a general opinion that to this we owe our suc-
cesses at sea,, the ,better/ education the officers will




70

receive at sea will only enable them more artfully
. to cover their caprice with the pretexts of justice.
With an education totally neglected, and a mix-
ture with a society already totally immoral, as soon
as a young gentleman goes on board ship he has
duties given him to do which imply command on
his ‘part, and obedience on the men’s; he sees the
commands of his superiors given with arrogance,
enforced by terror, and obeyed with fear; unre-
strained by instruction, he imitates their example,
and requires, like them, to be respected. His supe-
riors enforce this respect; and I have known it
carried so far, that a captain has declared, with all
the solemnity of .authority, that he would clothe
a broomstick in the habits of a midshipman, and
teach his men to respect it. The obedience
they have to leam?, as junior officers, is obe-
dience to the capricious wills of their superiors ;
but as these often change, and obedience is not
sanctioned or enforced by any other motive than
that short-lived one,—terror, it is very imperfect.
From this early possession of corruptive power,
from the total neglect of education, and from the
influence of already existing bad customs, from
what natural cause will it arise, that the well-known

influence of despotic power shall not operate in -

‘destroying the ideas of justice that might have
~ been:acquired in early life, or that might after-
-wards have been learnt from communications with

71

the other parts of society. It does operate; ideas
of justice are destroyed or not learnt, as the fore-
going display of naval customs must have con-

vinced every man.
Exclusive of these obvious causes for ignorance

and pride, they cannot, like people on shore, have

recourse to libraries for information and improve-
ment ; or, if they could, it is so well known that

the knowledge acquired from the best English

writers is opposed to the slavery the naval laws
produce ; that every effort is employed to repress
knowledge that would not support oppression, or
encourage passive obedience. Indeed, from the
known hatred a superior’s ignorance bears to an

inferior’s knowledge; from the oppression a man.
is sure to meet with who dares extend his-

thoughts to the sources of human actions ; who at-
tempts to philosophise, or let one idea wander be-
yond the precincts of discipline, a bounty is given
upon ignorance, and the iron hand of despotism is
employed to stop the growth of knowledge.
There are many virtues which are produced and
supported by going to sea; these shall afterwards
be mentioned. Taking this for granted, can any
other cause but this neglected education, and the
well known operations of a system of despotism
and slavery, be assigned as the Teason why, in the

.midst of a vast quantity of leisure, so few improve-

ments have been made in the management. or
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construction of ships by naval officers ; why, when
they have more communication with foreign coun-
tries than any other people, they should have
added so little to the general stock of knowledge.

When ships are considered as machines capable of -

almost infinite improvement, must it not excite
surprise, that scarce one of the principles on \_viuich
they are constructed or sailed, are known tothe men
who guide them; that scarce. any improvements
have been made in them these last 100 years.
From a good deal of practice, we know some little
better how to manage them, and this is all we can
boast. Whenever abilities do exist, ‘the effect of.
this system is to destroy them: no inferior can
feel himself at ease, though conscious of zeal for
the good of the service, when the conviction
cannot escape-him, that some man above him, ca-
pricious and unjust, has power to'annoy and deep-
ly injure him, without resistance or retribution.
Will not the natural result of such aconviction be
to employ the whole of the inferior’s time and at-
tention to resist oppression, sensible, from their
partial loss of the value of his political rights, he
regards their possession as his greatest blessing.
They are, to a reflecting mind, of primary import-
ance ; and, as they are not secure, they command
its whole attention. " The superior’s time is equally
or worse occupied, from causes wholly arising out
of this system ; sensible that his authority hangs by
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the slenderest threads, all his employment is to pre-
serve it. :

Many of the captains live in daily and hourly
dread of mﬁtiny; their nights dre sleepless with
anxiety, and their days restless with care. With a
mind so feverish, there can be no thoughts for im-
provement ; nor can a moment vacant from fear be

found.
From these naval laws and customs, which so

_ expressly encourage a captain in submission to

nothing but his own will, which allow him to prac-
tice injustice without restraint, a system of disci-
pline would have arisen infinitely worse than it is,
were these laws not fortunately opposed by the
natural love of fame. Praise has'so frequently been
bestowed, by English writers, on humanity, that
it does cause it sometimes to be practised.

It is to cruelty being, at all times, censured in
England; and it is to its having, sometimes, been
an-object.of parliamentary enquiry and general in-
dignation ; but, above all, it is to our national
character, encoui'a.ged by our national institutions,
we owe it that every captain is not much more a
tyrant than he is; that our ships have acquired
victories instead of plunging the nation in ruin.

Thenatural effect, then, of naval lawsand customs
on the minds of the officers will be to produce ig-
norance the most lamentable, énd pride the most
-overbearing ; ‘to assert that they have operated so




is to assert a fact too well known to need a com-

ment. From so early an association with already
existing immorality ; from so total an absence of
education, what knowledge can be hoped for? We
may sow good principles in the seed-time of life,
but if we fail to nurture the blossoms with the dew
of instruction, and expose them to the pestilential
effluvia of bad custom, what can we'expect in the
fruit season, but barrenness and sterility. It isun-
der such barrenness and sterility that the charac-

ters, the happiness, and the honour of every junior

officer and seaman have to repose for protection;
1t is. to the judgmént of captains alone, when form-
ing courts martial, that every thing which is va-
luable to- man, while serving in.the navy, or can
make the existence of an Englishman bearable,
is submitted. Asastrenuousbeliever in the theory,
that there are no such things as innate ideas; that,
consequently, there is no such thing asan intuitive
moral sense in man; that we. know right from
wrong only through our acquired knowledge act-
ing upon our sensations; I do not hesitate to as-
sert, nor can it be far fetched, that, since religion
‘and morality, the bases of right, are very generally
laughed at in the navy; since custom sanctions the
commission of m;us‘mce since justice‘is univer-
‘sally thought a hindrance to the service, and is fre-
~quently censured, ; .and since the. other avenues
‘to knowledge are shut ‘that the minds of naval

'
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officers can not know what a well-informed Eng-
lishman would call justice, but to them the legis-
lature have committed the right of making laws,
or customs equal to laws, and punishing their
{ransgressors.

Perhaps I shall be told to look for justice from
naval people, from that spirit of honour which mili-
taryinstitutions produce. I might trust to this spirit,
had I never witnessed it encouraging cruelty the
mostdepraved,and malice themostbitter. I wassome
time ago serving under the command of a young man
who was particularly distingnished as a man of lLo-

nour; one of the lieutenants had an appearance and

a manner with him that was ratlier eccentric: To
thesewasadded,whatisgenerally classedasadisease,
a habit of walking and speaking in his sleep; but he

“was as upright and as amiable.a young man, and

as good an officer as is to be found among five hun-
dred. His strange appearancé and manner, with a
spirit above obsequious submission, excited the
dislike of this honourable captain, who, after try-
ing various means to get rid of him, which were
not effectual, he endeavoured to persuade him he
was mad. Not content with that, he used means
to persuade all the lieutenants, his messmates, that
he was mad; and, had they not been perfectly as-
sured of his rationality, the captain’s authority
might have convinced them thathe was. As this
did ‘not’ succeed, the spirit of honour stimulated
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the captain to employ the midshipmen as spies
upon the lieutenant ; they succecded in dis-
covering him neglect his duty, and the captain
. insisted upon his getting himself invalided, or he
should try him by a court martial; he chose to
be invalided, and had the spirit of honour stopped
there, we might have passed a censure. upon it
as unhandsome; it is doubtful if I should have
condemned’ it as wmaliczous; but as some other
spirit, it certainly could not be honour, told him
his conduct would likely be reflected upon, he
took special care to obviate it, by spreading a
report, wherever he went, that he had been for-"
tunate, at last, in getting rid of his mad lieu-
tenant. '

Thus, it is probable, every prospect this young
man had in.the world is sacrificed, by his loss of
reputation for rationality, which, from this report,’
must certainly take place amongst the captains;
and I know no way more ready to occasion
lunacy, than for a man to live with people who
suppose him, and treat him, as mad.

This single trifling instance (as was said of Mrs.
Clarke’s business), is not one line of one page of
one of the books of one of the volumes of the great

history of cruelty, p;'odu}:ed by thespiritof honour, |

being supposed fit to be trusted to guide the ac-
tions of men.  What is this spirit of honour, but
the . gratification of every one of our passions,
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when it is not opposed by the loss of reputation.
If I could discover any such principle in my own
constitution, if I could find a single reason in any
writer on human nature I have ever met with, to
make me conclude there was such a principle
distinct from the desire of praise, separate from
the wish for reputation, I might rely upon it for
protection ; and had praise never been bestowed
upon injustice, had chance success never received
the rewards of merit, had cruelty not been ap-
plauded, and abilities united with vice, never had
the praise which belongs to virtue ; 1 would have
relied upon this desire of praise, this wish
for reputation, for justice. But naval society is
not open to the correcting hand of the press, and
in it no loss of reputation is incurred by cruelty.
You are not degraded by the exhibition of malice,
and you meet with no frowns for injustice.

The spirit of honour may satisfy the believers
in sympathy or antipathy, as proper ‘motives for
the actions of men.. It is fully sufficient for those
people who feel this thing to be right, and know
without a reason that the other is so, who rely
without examination on the instructions of others
to direct their actions, and who believe an insti-
tution to be perfectly just and true, because it
has long received the sanction of mankind. But,

-as T'do not feel .any thing to be right without2
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reason, I require that this spirit of honour should
be so directed by religious instruction, that cap-
tains should feel a thorough conviction of meeting
punishment hereafter, if they not only practised
the rececived ideas of justice, but took trouble to
“find out in what it consisted. I require. that the
Tlawvs should make injustice a crime, and punish
its commission with severity, then, and mnot till
then, I shall believe the captains’ have a motive
to be just. -

It is not only, as the education of captains re-
gards the administering of justice, that it ought to
become an object of legislative attention, but as it

regards the character of the country. To their
knowledge and their care its best mte1ests are
frequently committed.

"N umerous have been the complaints of foreigners,
of the treatment met with from our men of war,
and from the attention that is paid to captains in
their early life; they will not be supposed to have
been made without foundation.

There is, throughout the navy, an avowed feel-
ing of enmity against the Americans. It is to be

accounted for, by their persevering constantly in.

pursuing their course when chaced: by their lan-
‘guage; at all times, taking that tone of equality
which is derived from the freedom of their own
institutions, and from that language being used to
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men, who are at every other time accustomed to

- the most flattering submission, and who cannot, or

who will not, distinguish the language of temperate
and virtuous freedom from licentious impertinence.
From the manner in which I have always seen
American ships treated, I fear the Americans have
complamed with too much reason of the 1nJustlce
of my country.
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CHAP. V.

The Effect of Naval Laws and Customs on the
Minds of Seamen; with an Attempt to estzmate

thewr Character:

TO enumerate all the evil effects of naval laws
and customs on the, character of our seamen,
would be to mention all the well-known evils
which accrue to man in any situation, from being
subject to a system of slavery which the naval
discipline, combined with pressing and unlimited
service, manifestly and acknowledgedly is. Why,
then, has the universal debasement of character
consequent upon slavery not had its full effects
upon our seamen ? Or why are they not as pusil-
lanimous as they are licentzous, as cowardly as they
are ¢mmoral! The question is easily answered.
Their courage, for its inestimable value, has re-
cived more general praise than any other virtue

in any other portion of the community. It has,
_ alike been the object of the applause of the giddy

multitude, and of the reflecting statesman. This
system, also, has always been opposed by our
national character, resulting from our national

institutions, and by that courage, which has been

- &1

said to be the heart and essential mature of an
Englishman, or its effects would long since have
been defeat, not victory ; dishonour, not ap-
plause. :

It is observable? that every nation possesses
different ‘customs, .characters, and manners ; and

these are the effects of laws, institutions, and cli-'

mates. Whether the difference arises from one or
all of these causes, it is generally clearly traceable
to circumstances independent of man himself.

It therefore becomes a question of importance
to theé community, how much of the bad character,
imputed to seamen, arises from going to sea ; and
how much is the fruit of the paval laws and
customs, particularly as this bad character is al-
ledged as the reason for the continuance of the

. severities of dlSClpIme which severities are mani-

festly the greatest hindrance to a voluntary service.
The opinion that the character of our seamen is
bad, appears to be founded on the quantity of
punishment people kunow to -be inflicted in the
navy, without enquiring whether such infliction
is just, without knowing or reflecting that it all
stakes place at the will of an individual.

There is one cause for the greater smmorality
of seamen, which wholly arises from going to sea.
I think-it may be expressed; by saying it is the
want of ‘an opportunity: of .virtuously - exercising

-the social affections’ of the heart;-It has been

.

_l
1
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justly observed, that, ¢ the evening meal, the
warm fire-side, and comfortable home, lose half
,th.eir, pleasurc when we want an object of affection
with whom to share them ;” and losing half their
pleasure, balf the stimulus to that industry is
.gone, which comprises so many of the virtues of
_:t_he lowest class of the commnnity ; from this class
. It is to me reasonable

b4

our seamen are laken.
that a much more virtuous conduct may be. ex-
pected from that man whose. interests are bound
with- society,. through the affections of parents or
relations, wife or .children, than from a man who
..;want,s*them all. - With the probable destruction
”of these affections, arising from.going to sea, before
the eyes of legislators, it might have been thought
one object of naval laws should have been, by all
possible means,.to have furnished proper objects
for, and directed. the affections of, seamen, to
have.made them citizens as well as sailors, and
thus have ensured them a home in, and a love for,
.their country.. But the mch who have legislated
for seamen have known them oﬁly in the sea ports,
when they have for a moment broke lose from
terror, and been seduced into vice by passions

which they are unfurnished with principles to-

Testrain.
They have never witnessed them braving every

change of climate without a murmur; they have

never seen. them, when pestilence has converted.

83

our ships to hospitals, supporting themselves and

sick messmates - with mirth; they have known

- nothing of the cheerfulness with which they exert
themselves when the name of an enemy is men-

tioned, nor of the impatient ardour with which
they wait the moment of action. When "naval
men, who have known these things, have legislated
for seamen, they have known little of human
nature ; they have scen sailors momentarily active
under a severity of discipline; they have balanced

~the severity which has been active against the

humanity which has been indolent, and they have
ascribed to the first every virtue under Heaven.
From such legislators laws have proceeded, which,
instead of counteracting the probable destruction

~of the social '1ffect10ns from going to sea, have

obliterated, tlnough the means of pressing and un-
limited service, every hope of ever enjoying them.
After a man is pressed, he is not enabled even to
see the legitimate objects of his affection for years;
from the unlimited service and continued length
of the war, he-entertains no hopes of ever again
returning to his native spot. Now to enjoy
consideration there, to give the blessings of plenty
to a wife and family, to rescue a father or a

mother from indigence, are amonfr the most con-
spicuous and ennobling motives for the acquisition

of wealth, and the practice of virtue.
It was aJust observation of Dr. Johnson’s, < that
&2
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it is the business of morality-to direct, not exti-
pate, the affections of the heart;” indeed.they
cannot be extirpated, they grow ‘with our growth,

strengthen with our streng th, and are the natural
vesult of the laws which produce life.. When they
want the means of virtuous gratification, and
are ‘not restrained upon principles of morality,
they will be unlawfully gratified, which is one
great source of the vices complained of in seamen.
A ‘sailor universally hears avarice condemned; the
laws deprive him of proper motives for economy:
hence the manner in which seamen squander their
money. The unnatural restraint which 1s put
upon their affections, leads to, that promiscuous
sexual snfercourse which exists in our sea-ports,
which disgraces our country, and which must be
a subject of bitter regret to every man who re-

flects, that more than half of the virtues of the

civilised world arise from a restrained intercourse
with the sex, who knows the mental debasement
arising to both parties from -promiscuous graizfi-
cation. Ifanyman doubts it is a vice most destruc-
tive, I have only to wish him to see the brutal
scene which takes place on board ships coming
into port, with the prospect of receiying pay-or
prize-money ; whefe drunken sailors and prostitutes
_are promisc.uously mixed, swearing, fighting, and
dancing; where-any mind would be shocked that

-was.not totally destitute of religion and morality.-

i
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Yet, sailors shall not, on the mortow, feel one
conscientious pang, one reflection of impropriety,
thouo‘h assailed by disease the effect of entemper-
ance. Whenee can arise this torpor of conscience
at committing what, in their early life, many would.
have shuddered at hearing described; but, from
all principles of morality and religion being eradi-"
cated from the -seamen’s mind, by the authority
of laws totally opposed to them, and by their total.
disregard on the part of those men whom, in all
things, they are accustomed to obey and fear.
Sailors are, very generally, accused of a careless,”
thoughtless, indolence, which makes ne provision.
for the morrow. .It'is universally said, they .are:
like children, who want every attention. Issuch.
a characteristic not a peculiar mark of every system .
of slavery ? Who cares to provide for to morrow,
when he knows that its. enjoyment can be pre-
vented by a.superior? This has double force with
scamen.. From the constant- perseverance on the:

_part of the officers, to prevent reflection ; from the.

constant neighbourhood of ' their superiors, who
vigilantly watch evéry action, and, from that
vanity natural to man, officers are not content with
thinking for themsely'es, but they must think for,
and direct all, the actions of the seamen, whether
relating to the service or not. . Is not this preventing
them- from exercising a v1rtue, and then -find- .

‘mor fault with them for not posscssmv it» But'
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conclusive arguments, that the bad character im-
puted to seamen is the clear operation of naval
- laws, are that our ships are manned with our
' countrymen, who have never been an-immoral
set of people, yet they become so after being in a
man of war: -That the sailors of merchant ships
are not so bad as those in ships of war; that the
drunkenness, which exists, is known to be derived

from the encouragement it receives there ; and

that even on board ship, it is observed, that the
man who has been brought up from his infancy in
a man of war, is a worse character than the man
just pressed ; and, surély, if severity -could pro-
duce virtue, it would be found in 2 man who has,
all his life, been subject to its influence. Ifit
had produced any thing: but debasement of cha-
racter, here it would exist. 7
Now the bad character of the seamen is the
imputed cause for the continuance of the severity of
naval .laws, for the entrusting to a captain the
power of punishment; and, I trust, it is fully clear
that this bad character is the result of thése laws
dll(.] ‘this power. And can any other character
but such a one result to the man who has nothing
to prescribe his duty but terror of human laws;
these cannot take in every possibility of vice, nor
can - they.at all times restrain the actions. When
~ not under-their influence, an nrehglous man wan-

“ders: sole]y by the gmde of. p’lsS]OD, present sen- :
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sation is to him all in all ; he heeds not, indeed s
he has -not reflection ; he feels not conscience
and, alas? . &ailors are not to blame. Their ac-
countability; as:moral agents, is destroyed by the
operations of these laws and customs, which permit
them in no-case to direct-their own actions.

I have'mentioned ‘ the only probable cause for
vice, which: is peculiarly the result of* going to
sea, to'give strength to the opiuion " that there is
little necessity for, coercive laws to keep seamen

'in order; to-enable us to form an estimate of their
character, it will be requisite to bring into view
some virtues which ‘may be the necessary conse:

quences of a sailor’s life.  The most prominent is
the awful circumstances in which seamen are very
often placed. There is no occupation in life so
productive of religious sentiments as that-of a
seaman’s : none that so much encourages that fear
of God, which' is the beginning ‘of wisdom. For
though on shore; we occasionally witness .storms

and tempests, (yet, fromcomfortable houses and
other causes) to meet ‘with:injury -from them is
régarded as a phenomenon.  When pestilence or
partial famine visits the earth, itscausc is so ob-
scured to the body of the people by our rulers
having, on all occasions,'interposed, to assure them
that every good- was owing to their management,
that when they suffer any ill, the people attribute

N
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it to them and the laws, and scarcely recognise in
these things the punishments of the Almighty

for their sins. Not so the sailors. They cannot,

amidst the awful conflicts of nature, however
ardently. they may be- striving to arrest their ill
effects, let their minds stop short of a great first
cause.  Then no human beings or laws can in-
tervene between man and his Maker. The strength
of the strongest, or the arrogance of the most
proud, then avail them nothing; all are for the
time upon.an equality. .At such a time the fear

of thé Lord,.a firm conviction of -his -superior.\

_.power, gndcan.ejaculation,lfor safety fill the breast
of the most obdurate. - But these emotions are not
suffered to continue. - The laws and customs
will not permit. the fear of God to be the sailor’s
motive for duty,.they will .substitute. in its place

the fear of man.. A. worse, motive -could not be

applied to seamen, for. the. praise of society teaches

them, above.all other things, to despiséit. .
.:Perhaps the worst injury seamen suffer from the
ldws is, the destruction of .religious hope, which
must follow from its principles being destroyed :
our -superiors, inflated by .unrestrained. power,
. wholly forget- that love for..their fellow-creatures
which the scriptures teach ; and they learn, by

their example, the sailors, to despise them. .
" Another:conspicuous cause'why much coercion

‘is not necessary, is thé fame which has so liberally " .

]
: 1
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" been bestowed -upon the seamen, and which makes

them . peculiarly sensible of ‘praise ; of course, it
mightt}be :substituted with advantage for coercion.
It is this love. of praise, and tﬁg general success of
the navy, that makes desertion- so much less fre-
quent than it othérwise would be; or, indeed, that

. makes seamen serve at all. A succession of de-

feats that should take from them that estimation
society now holds them in would, I apprehend,
more than half unman our fleets, as the most vigi-
lant watch ‘could not prevent desertion. To eulo-
gise their courage springing from this source would
be superfluous ; itis known to every man; it has
caused .joy.-upon the countenance of every friend
to social order, and is indelibly engraved in the bo-
som of every enemy of their country. But this
courage never was the produce of terror; then re-
lease our. sailors from its operation; give them
reason to love their country ;. abolish this abomi-
nable system. . Let us confide our defence to a
population. notoriously willing. to fight, and our
country will. be.strong in the love and strength of
its inhabitants; standing as she does, cxalted In
the world from her nobleness of character, the ob-
ject of praise and admiration to every thinking
man’;. all, evidently; must love their country. The
sailors. partake étrongly of this sentiment, and how
strongly let.others judge,:since the oppression.that
isiexercised-upon-them is not.sufficient to con--
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quer it. Every place they visit gives them addi-
tional. reason to love their country, for they see
the immense advantages it possesses; they cannot
help comparing its immense trade and its populous
towns with the half-cultivated and half-peopled
places they frequently meet with; and who can
avoid feeling a pleasure in belonging to it. Irom
charity having, in our country, been much-an ob-.
Jject of praise, and from sailors having little use for
money, I believe it to arise that sailors have been
so noted for their generosity and charity. Their
hearts are never shut at a solicitation from distres ,

though. reason may not direct them how most ef-
fectually to bestow their bounty. Instances of this -

-are too numerous to need any. relation of them;
yet I cannot withhold two that happened very re-
cently. When the subscriptions were set on foot
for the relief of the widows and children of the
people who-had perished in the_Saint George,
Hero, and Defence, the sum reecommended to the
seamen to subscribe was two days’ pay each. I
saw one of them come forward, and, in that open
manly way, which is the peculiar characteristic of
conscious rectitude of intention, said, ¢ I wish, sir,
to give ten~days’ pay; I cannot make any use of
my money here (i. e. on board ship), and there is
no better way of employing it than in relieving dis-

tress.”- He was not permitted, however, to give -
-more ‘than his'two days’, .. The approbation the -
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remainder of the people evinced was a decided
proof, that all knew the value of such feelings. I
believe it is also true, that it was the sailors them- -
selves who first set the subscription on foot in his
majesty’s ship Argo. o '

The other instance was a sailor, who saw, just
as he was leaving a town in the west of England,
a pbor woman, with two children, apparently half
famished, worn out with travelling, and exhausted
with carrying a child. Too poor to buy her a shel-
ter, she had-takén up her rest upon a heap of -

‘earth: he immediately enquired her distresses, en-

couraged her with hope, and shared his purse with
her. While he was busy in relieving her, a dig-
nitary of a church, whose essence is charity and
love, came that way; he gave the sailor and the
woman a smile of contempt, and, like the Levite,
passed by on the other side. Two ladies came
next, whose souls, it is probable, heated into sen-
sibility by =2 novel, would have shrunk into them-
selves, with the -bitterest exclamations of regret
and pity, at the cries of a lap-dog or a kitten; but
when a fellow-creature was in distress, they looked
upon her, and passed by on the other side. What
a contrast was here; for, of all other beings, surely
clergymen and women may be expected to be the
most charitable,” but they left it to the rough ho-
nest -sailor ;- yet, .the- possessors of such feelings
are ~thbugll’c~vftb'-be ‘bad characters, and to. need
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ecempelling, by destrauctive terror, to .do  their

common ;{uties.‘ Surely these instances do not want

a comment ; they do not require me to.assert, that

men, who can perform such actions will, if they

are permitted, seek the praise society bestows on
_ successful courage.

Another cause why sallors might be better than |

the rest of the community is, that going to sea
mmposes a testraint upon many of the passions,
and no man can theré escape the conviction, that
they all may be subdued. . A firm conviction of
this kind is a good base for virtue ; for the frailty
of our nature is too frequently made the excuse for
the commission of every crune. . If sailors were
taught to continue those restraints upon principles

which. necessity now obliges them to submit -to,

the task of governing their passions would be
easier to them than to other men. I have al-
ready observed, that, from the vices connected
with. avarice, they are eminently and conspicu-
ously free. In no other part of the community
have men so good an opportunity of getting rid of
those prejudices of early education, which, unne-
cessarily, make man the enemy of his neighbour;
there it is that the Englishman, Irishman, and
Scotchman, set together at the.social meal, that
~ the grog and the purse belong to all, none, want
Whlle the others possess. At sea,. every .man_is
' gn_gaged‘.m prosecuting the same-end, and the in-,
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terest of all is the'same: this begets a similarity
of feeling-and opinion; and possessing these is the
surest bond of union and of every society ;. and
that they are friendly with each other, is a proof
that they do not want the social affections; they
only want them properly directed. At sea it is
that curiosity, whose gratification is knowledge,
may be almost satiated ; and it may be justly ob-
served, that if the sailor was not prevented from’
reflecting, he would, compared with that class.of
the community ke belongs to, be an intelligent
man. ' :

On the whole, the character of the seamen mziy
be summed up, by saying, that they are cou-
rageous, because ‘our counttymen, and because
they ardently love fame: that from this, which is
the most conspicuous passion of their nature, they
dislike work, because work has been made mfa-
mous; that they aré ficentious, because they want
the opportunity of gratifying theéir social affections,
and the principles. that ought to restrain them are
taken from them by the l'a"ws; that they are indo-
lently careless, because not allowed to reflects
that they are given to drunkenness, because habits
of it are encouraged as an indulgence, and occa-
sionally tolerated as a pleaswe; and we may add,
that, if rationally governed, they would be the best
‘race of- human belncrs. : :
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CHAP. VI.

" The i1l Effects of the Coercion used on board Ship,
and of the Naval Laws and. Customs on the
Community at large; with some general  Re-
marks.

THOUGH the effect of naval laws and cus-
toms is to engender pride and ignorance in the offi-
cers, and destroy the morality of the seamen, their
worst effects are. upon the community. These
may be comprised under the heads of the vices
committed in sea ports, of the destruction of our
national character and discipline, and furnishing fo-
reigh nations grounds for an opinion, that, instead
of being free, we are the vilest slaves. The. first
of these evils is clear to every man; sea ports are
noted as the sinks of iniquity, and the contagion
spreads from them far and wide. Vice is. there so
openly countenanced, so shamelessly committed,
that no man can well go to a sea port without
having his respect for virtue partially destroyed,
by its open violation, and bv the authority of ex-
ample.

The destruction of -our national character may
_not be so clear; it takes place in-the following
_ manner: ‘Tor our countrymer to love their coun-

-

try, ought to form a conspicuous and valuable part
of our national character; from this source to de-
fend our constitution against what overpowering

: oppressmn might wish to dictate to it, is, doubt-

less, a great virtue; any thing that takes-from our

* countrymen the wish to exercise this virtue, is

destructive of our national character, of which this
forms so material a part. This is pecuharly the
effect of our present system of naval discipline;
for no man éever voluntarily submits to pain. No
other cause is assignable why our population, who

love fame, and who have much curiosity, do not

seck their gratification at sea, where knowledge
may be acquired, and where honours and rewards,
are so abundant; why they do not go to the navy
to seek a living, when a great part of them are
subsisting upon ill-bestowed parish bounty. This
cause is not §6 evident to the higher classes of the
community, for they only know of the numerous
provisions our country has made for disabled sea-
men, and know very little of the severe coercion
in existence. Now the lower classes of society
know nothing of the first, but have an exaggerated
knowledge of the last; till convinced of this, from
_experience, I thought the coercion in existence was
not sufficient to balance the love of fame and the
fear of dependencé. Upon an enquiry in the west-
-ern and southern parts of England, the only places
‘where I have had the.opportunity; I found, that of
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‘mass of the people more accurate information of
the good things belonging to the naval service;
and here injustice and short-sighted policy are de-
servedly punished. I ad pressing been long since
abolished, and limited service allowed, thousands
of the sailors would have returned to their native
spots, with the prize-money they have, on so many
occasions, acquired; and that they would then
have had a motive for saving. They could have
* told tales that would have fired the hlood of every
( 'Brxton to seck similar opportunities of acquiring
glory; they would have spread, far and wide,
-the knowledge of Greenwich hospital, a retreat so
honourable for old age, and so preferable to that
which a great part of the community have to seek,
-and which is uncharitably, because sulkily be-
stowed by parishes ; they could have told of the
numerous rewards bestowed upon bravery, and
where the service might have lost one seaman it
would then have had a dozen able and willing

Britons. - - ...
But our rulers have .given a preference -to
Russians, Prussians, Germans, Frenchmen, Por-
tuguese, &c. and have even carried this preference
sings of freedom,. which they enjoy, and a cer- § ‘Zzef]a:t;;t}znlilfl-’: ! tkt;ew .A'frlclans, W}.lO bad
tainty of a subsistence, though it may be depend- -:i. teuvafds clo'llthed foa,boaarzn ;n as Zve[shlp, af-
ent, to embrace such miseries, and so precarious swithout being. able.to speak -a %uald ilg’ and,
-and dishonourable a subsistence, as they believe it. ~ - cnt t h B hg vord of English,
The proper remedy for such an evil is to give.the ~ seat.to. man;the ntls.Heet, to.ﬁght ‘the battles
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twelve men of the working class whom I question-
ed, eleven knew of the coercive system, and but
one knew any particulars.’of Greenwich hospital,

-or 'would believe that the old and the wounded
seamen . were ever taken care of; all had had
friends "pressed, and all shook their heads, as in
doubt, when I described the provision made for
the worn out and the wounded. How can it be
otherwise ? All the information the lowest classes
possess is derived from déserters, who, of course,
exaggerate all the severities of discipline, as an ex-
cuse for the infamy, which would deservedly follow,
from abandoning the colours of their country ; this
‘is'got to so great a pitch, that the'peoplein every part
applaud and protect deserters. Another source of
information isderivedfrom those strolling impostors,
whom every man has seen droning about the coun-
try, exposing their wounded or amputated limbs,
and who universally tellthe-people, toheighten their

compassion, that they lost them in defending
their country, and that this ungrateful country has -
now left them to beg or perish. With such a

‘knowledge of the service, will any thinking being

say, that our countrymen ought to resign'the bles-
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Such a thing is a burlesque

of ‘our countiy.
For the men, to whom

upon. a national. defence.
our naval rulers have given this preference, the
severities of naval discipline are admirably cal-
culated. Accustomed, from their infancy, to re-
gard - theit superiors as infallible beings, they
bear, with patience and submissive obsequious*
ness, whatever they may inflict upon them, and a
system of slavery for them has no pains. ~Hence,
the undeserved good character, which Danes,
Swedes, &c. h'we in the English naval service, as
they are always observed to be quiet and peace-
able; but an Englishman told, from his infancy,
he is free, looks for the blessings of freedom ; he
writhes under the agony of this discipline, and
wants but a little more knowledge to convince
him, thdt, to resist it; is a virtue. This knowledge
is fast comiriO' to them, and he who then feels this -
oppression, and "does not legally resist it, is a
traitor to virtue and to freedom ; he will be the
incendiary, for he will encourage that oppression
.. which must; if unresisted, end in destruction.

It must be obvious to every man, that a féw
crimes, amongst the lower classes, promptly excite
our legislators to make laws to punish them, whose
effects extend to all.

Upon this knowledge, I condemn the introduc-
tlon of :foreigners into our naval service; they are.
,'renerally the refusé of all natlons an heterovénemrs
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mixture of all the scoundrels upon earth; and
these, with a few villains from our gaols, are sent
to associate with men so alive to honourable feel-
ings, or the desire of praise, as Br!itish seamen ;
~and they have beén & ‘miaterially assisting cause in
strengthening that bad opinion which exists in
society of the character of our seamen ; they have
given an appeararice of reason to the dreadful
system of coetcion established.®
The reason assigned for this admission of fo-
reigners into our service, is the want of men ; but
if there be any truth in that main principle of Mr.
Malthus’s admirtable ¢ Essay on Population,” I ap-
prehend it -cannot beé controverted, and hope that
I have not misunderstood it—That population de-
pends upon food ;- that, in long peopled-countries,
it is only restrained from increasing, by the inca-
pacity of the country to produce or procure a
greater quantity of food: it follows that; if our
.country has sufficient food to give to foreigners,
it has the same to give to Englishinén, and it

" ‘would surely be better to give it to them, since

they must be attached, by opinion, to their
countty; since they are, in every point, more

industrious subjects, more courageous sailors, and

* The foreignes sent in; the prize of the Diana and Semiramis,
-who in 1811 muldered thelr ofﬁcexs ;e boat’s crew of foreigners

-Who d1d the same at Cad1z about thie same time ; a.nd the late
‘ mstance of tﬁe slh1p Advenfm ¢y may serve a8 exa“mples.

H 2
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better men; while the others have nothing to
attach them to our country, they arc destitute of
legal principles for fighting in our defence, and
have no motives for virtue but- fear. . Nothing
can prevent these men from returning to thelr
native -spots, whencvfn opportunity permits thun,
and our enemies will acquire all that accession of

nautical strength. It may perhaps, be said, thatif '

our fleet was entirely manned with our own coun-
trymen, when peace took place our country could
not- support them all. -I doubt it much; if they
were discharged in small numbers at a time, there
_is sufficient. capltal in the country to employ them
all, and more food could, proba )lv, be procured in
peace, than in war. -

- Pérhaps it may be smd that our want of these
men.-is immediate, and. that. EnOhShmen would:
require to be born and bred up; but this, I con-
ceive, furnishes the s.tro_ngest o[yectxons that can
be urged against the admission of foreigners into

any part of our country; for, if they were not to -

eat the food whxch our labours procure, it would
have been sh'u'cd amongst Englishmen; conse-
quently, a greater number than now oxlqt would
have been reared to manhood. Now, as the gene-
ral repressing causes of population are vice and
mhery, for'even in‘our country moral restrai nt re--
presses Bt 1smaﬁ p'trt of 1t, _thls admlssm of

s b el on LY Ry s ey d
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and misery than would otherwise have existed in
our country. ‘As the end of legislation, and en-
trustmo' power. ‘to any men, is to promote the hap-
pmess and .amorality of all, our rulers, by the en-
coummement they have givern to foreigners, have
acted in -direct: oppomtlon to that end for which
they had power entrusted to then:.

When the English character i is so mueh superior
to every "other; when English opinfons are sc
strongly tinctured with the love of lilberty, and li-
berty is so valuable to mankind, true policy would
have dictated a prohibition to stranigers enfering
the countr v, and an encoumwrment to emwmtron 5
then: English opintons, finding their way all over
the worM, all might havebeen, tike England,—frec;
then would the wants of America, increased by
her increasing population, have looked to Englanzf
for supplies ; then she would have becn our best
friend, though, perhaps, neither lying at our feet;
noOF reposing in our arms, but with us engaged in
the-same cause, and contendmrr for the same end;
then would the continent of Europe, enhomenod
by English knowlvdge, not have been snb]umtcd
by one enemy of mankind. I fear, amongst
the advocates for pressing, and permitting foreign-
ers to -fight for us, are to be found men in the
higher stations of somety who, while they assert

-there is 2 scarcxty of meT; Tetajn a number, from use-
ful employments to'minister to laxury, and sipport
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an imaginary dignity. No man, who sees the herd
of livery servants which infest the streets of Lon-
don, and every part of the kingdom, can think that

their masters are the men who complain of the

want of men to fight the battles of our cotintry;
who deem it necessary to take, from his useful
émployment, the sailor, to force him from his wife
and family, to rive every affection of his heart to
defend them from oppression ; I am not the enemy
- of thiskind of luxury when the legitimate demands

of the state for men are satisfied; when the people,

who support these men inidleness, are not the ad-
vocates for compulsion and oppression.
It mustnow, I trust, be evident, that the evils of

naval discipline on the community are hot less
than on the individuals who compose the service.
They may be comprxsed ina few words: From dis-
cipline being so repugnant to our other national
institutions, and our national character, it pr.oduces
‘a hatred in the minds of the community for that
service which can alone save the country from
ruin; which has led her to the height of glory,
and which will ever continuc to be her main de-
pendence and support. ’

~ There is another effect of the present system
which particularly deserves the attention of every
lover of his country. The length of the present
war has keptx sailors. so long from home that they
have ceased to have any other than thelr ships
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they are so completely cut off from civil societys
that they are no longer citizens, but are becomé
'entirely sailors, accustomed to a blind and rigid
obedience; they—cou]d, conveniently, be made an
instrument in the hands of an arbitrary prince, or
an ambitious minister, to exalt themselves above
the constitution. Limited and volun’mry service
is the effectual check to this cv11 then the sea-
men will become bound to their home; they will
have some regard to their country’s interest, bes
cause sensible it involves their own; they will
cease to be tools, and become valuable servants.
The evils of this system, as it affects foreign na-
tions, are the dislike and hatred which they must
have to our country. The lowest classes of fo=-
reigners have no means of knowmo the English
nation, but through the medium of our fleets and
armies : surely, the knowledge acquired from them
of our national character must prej udice them very
much against us. The effects the army may have I
am not so capable of judging of ; but what they see
of the navy must produce, instead of love, hatred ;
instead of admiration, terror; instead of a wish to
imitate us, a determination to avoid our modes;
they see sailors on shore, broke momentarily loose
from terror, cominitting all sorts of offences and
debaucheries, or they see them on board ship, ex-
posed to punishments the most severe and cruel;

.they, probab]y, see naval ofﬁcers, gorrupted by the
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possession ‘of power, unrestrained by morality,

guilty of every enormity; and, if attempted to .

be stopt, if they ‘meet with any thing -short of
the obedience théy have been accustomed to;
_using violence to accomplish their ends. There is

nothing in such things to produce love, but there .

1s much to excite hatred. The higher classes of
foreigners know the value of English liberty, but
they will not impart it to their people, because

they are sensible it would subvert that power
which they, at present, enjoy; it can be, there- .

fore, with no justice fmemners are frequently ac-

cused of not sufficiently Aadmmng and imitating

‘the English character. Ireland may, in some mea-
sure, be regarded in this point of view, as a foreign
nation, lately sharing with us part of the blessings
of equal laws. The lowest class of her people
know little*of their neighbouts, but by sailors and
soldiers; and the knowledge ‘derived from' them
will never attach them to us; but, bad a ‘system
of IimiteAd‘ service been in existence, I think it can
scarcely be calculated how much benefit Ireland
would have reaped from the return of thousands
of her population, divested of their prejudices, in-
creased in their knowledge, and, probably, with
some wealth. Iaving now. finished the account
of the evils which occurs to me as arising from na-
val:discipline, as: acquainted: with -all -its parts; it.
- mightibe:expected I should éxhibit” its. goods: T

1
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cannot find -one; if any can exist, why are they
not now visible? Our nayy has long been trium-
phant,. and -habits of order have long been known
to be necéssary,:and are partially established, yet
punishments continue as much as ever; we have
seen that they are more numerous in the navy than
in civil society. - T trust it has been distinctly
proved, that morality, which can be the only legi-
timate object society has any possible right to em-
ploy coercion to produce,” can never he the result
of this system ;- and I now assert, that it is not less
destructive of this morality than it is of real disci-
pline. It is from this opposition to real discipline
that I condemn the present system; it is from its
being built upon principles directly opposed to the
religion and morality we are taught, in early life,
that T so truly detest it; it is from its effects tend-
ing, like the effects of all systems of slavery, to
destroy that national character which has made us
pre-e;hinent among nations; it is the great incon-

“ sistency of at once attempting to make iwo such

opposite principles, as the love of fame, and the
fear of capricious man, the motives for arduous -
exertions, that I so vehemently denounce the pre-
sent system. Let its supporters either explode
morality -or give up this system; either, at once,
reject that 'reTio§011 which dictates our actions, or
follow its laws ; either, consistently, make us all
slaves or all free. .
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Did every man. but suffer sthe truth to come
home- to him, that without willing slaves there
could be no oppressive tyrants, he would feel an

individual responsibility upon himself to resist -

every species of oppression; was he to trace the
consequences of submission to unjust authority,
he would see there can beno greater morality than
in registancé. I know no authority in our country
so unjust as is displayed in the foregoing pages ;
and I can conceive no gréater morality than in sur-
mounting imaginary fears and resisting it.

v '

CHAP; VIL

A Deﬁmtzon of Discipline ; with the Zlfodes by
which the present System destroys L.

EEFORE we can verify the assertion made in
the last chapter, that the present naval laws and
customs are destructive of real discipline; it is
necessary to enqmre what discipline is.

This word has-been so wrapped up in the
mantle of prejudice, so obscured from our.-view
by the terror that surrounds it. "Civilians have
so entirely committed it to military men, and
military men have so entirely neglected it, that
it would be difficult to find out what it means;

but it fortunately happens that we know, distinctly,

the purpose for which men of war are built and
manned; and that whatever best promotes that
purpose must be discipline. The sole end of men
of war is by conquering the enemies of our coun-
try, to permit us to enjoy peace and secm]'cy
Now, as this end is to be obtained by the con-
curring efforts of a large number of men, what-
ever excites them to a zealous co-operation must
be good discipline, :But as every person knows

- that, however zealously disposed. men may be;

b
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amongst many there will be many different modes
of accomplishing the same end. 1t is, therefore,
necessary that this zeal should have but one ob-
jeet, and one directing mind. Good discipline
may then be defined a something, whether a

code of laws or euqfom that animates a large
body of .men with one .mind, and impels them
zealously to pursue the same end. The detail of
the means used on board ship to acccomplishr this
end must, ] apprehend; have convinced every body
that they are really destructive of it. Zcal never
yet was produced by terror; and the animating
spirit-that has,’at all times, led our seamen to
pursue the end of discipline, (or conquecring the
enemies of our country) has been the desire of
praise.  This can not be at all owing to that
system of laws and customs which I have detailed,
and whose effects are to make gaolers of the
officers, -and prfsoners of the men, which must
produce mutual distrust and dislike; when, to
promote the end of discipline, there ought to exist
nothing but unanimity, confidence, and obedience :
and whose other effects are to set the marines in
array against the seamen, and the seamen against
the marines. Itis the pride of the present mode
to keep these bodies as distinct as possible, re-
membering the old maxim, of divide to govern.
1 know that this feeling doés mot exist at a 'mo-
- ment of exigence 5 itiis thén gwallowed wp ia their
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ardent love for the country, and their desire of
praise;  but this is to the credit of our national
customs; and belongs not to the present system.

It is probable that our naval successes may be
advanced as proofs, that the present discipline has
effectually obtainedits end; that to them, men may
be emﬂtmﬂly refcrred as proofs of its cflicacy
and goodness ; but I positively deny that these
victories have -ever, in any one instance, been the

result of the present system of discipline. It never'

msplred one Enghshman thh courave,—the means

: -ofachlcvmcr victory, or ever made oné Frenchman

lyemble Our naval victories have been '1]wavs
owing. to our superior national character; to.our
sailors own . innate, unequalled, unconquerable,
courage: one consequence of liberty is. courage ;
and of slavery, fear ; from this it is just as wise to
assert that the present patriotic épirit evinced by
the Spamards, is owing to the mguzsztwn, as that
our seamen S courage, which has gamed us vxctorv,
is .the result of naval dlsmphue So conscious

are naval officers, even the greatest dlsc1phn'1r1ans.

of the meﬁicwcy of this’ system to produce courage
that, in a moment requiring exertion, it is laid
aside : then the captain becomes all affability;
then it is what their country expects of them ; it
is then the reflection, that they will be pr'nsed

that .excites them to every effort. Vlctory has’

always attended the Endhsh before thxs system

’
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'{Vas éstabhshed Nelther oui‘ Harrv N < otit B -
"‘rd’ ‘ot Alfred 8, nor bir Blake £ for éven -

\ £
: our Nelson, ‘ever wanted brihad recourse ‘to' such'

Ea d1 "bohcal phn to conquer tho eénémies:of- thexr

'country :
It is 9’ stranoe ‘ruth th’xt the prof‘essmn “whiel

Whs' adomed by the’ QBilifies of Lord Nelson; -

'and Wthh he calrled ‘toa heloht that never ‘before

WS equ'dled 1s the‘only part' of- thie commumty‘:
. thati i any’ mantet doubts’ his Havmg béen a-grédt -

Botiky and this-Wholly ot hlS egletting to' iise

- the Teans genemliy employed to'accomplish order. -

His Iordshlp had Tio ‘chiricter 48 being d strict’ dig
cio'lmanan 2y ch'uacter Wthh ‘officers have heard
$§6 Tlueh prfused fhat they thmk 1t contams every

A ﬂ‘ii‘ gwthat is needful o -
‘ Thaf: fie present la\ PR customs are’ destrue-
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 miché; and D'mae, ‘Al “tbmiianded by \’vondErful
dlscxpllmriaﬁs. Captain Corbett was partlcularly
known &s one of these characters; and when the
Africiifie’ Wa§ taken, it was declared the ‘people .
refused 6" ﬁght from “the cruelties they ‘had suf- .
ferddis: 16 W48 &V 'rupioured he fell: by oné of
theini 3 ‘Whettel this is frue or not I' caritiot pretend
to sayy but such 4 rumour bem«r in'éxistence, i§ 4’
stronv proof of a general op1mon of the destr‘uctxve

The me‘fﬁcacy of a power to pumsh or what i
now called dxscxphne, was' forcxbly shewn among
the troops Whilé fetreating, to Corunna’;. and the
supehorlty i tiational’ character in accomphshmg
.the-ends of dlsczphne, vras strongly evinced Whed
theré." Whilé tetreatifig, whichi they were conscious. .
was discreditable and would ‘obtain tbem ho priise,
they - weré all dxsdxder ; the utmost efforts ‘of thieit
oﬁicers*could prdcure no" kind' of, respect or ‘oble-
1tnmed1dtely they knew they Were
1o ﬁghf" fhi "Wel:e A1 aladiity dnd attentlon on’

Y1y

o oééasmn 'l'n"fhe Woﬂd d1d Our countrymen

et

<.<

L

% Upon the’ appomtment of Captam Corbett to the Africaine, -
and- prior to hiex going abrodd, the Shlp s company “wiote to fhe
admiralty réquestifg to have’ their. captain changed, so well estax

' blished, was his, reputa’uon' offering, if: Captain, Ravgett was
refumed to the qlnp, their services in any chmate, or. to serve 2
"’Jont‘h withit p}zy, ‘So great was thelr love for thelr .

{wélvem

g éoimhy H so‘ ‘o"féa:t Was théxr hatreﬂ of tyranny
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' shine forth. W]lh more_brilliant Iustre, 1t was ' onIV

cumst'mces.:. - »-f,?‘,

PRI PR PRI

I trust; I have now, cIear]y convmced my rea-
dels that the main. prlnmples of naval dlsmphne,
‘as it now .stands, v1z..Pressm eompe]lmg men to
do thexr duty by terror,, 'md permxttmcr captains to
employ that at, then' pleasure, are as destructwe
.of - reaI dlsmphne, as they are..of | morahty, that
they are -not less opposed by the feelings of, the

heart: than they are. condemned by the dictates of .

,reason’ ;. and that they are. a.hke destructlve of the

energy. of our natxonal -character and oflnd]vxdua[
. The m'un sprmg of the COGIC]OH]H ex-
1stence 1s, the power the captains possess, of mak-

,mg What they please . customs and: ‘punishing. them

at then‘ pleasur , 3part of 1ts 111 effects :are now

s before the p'ubhc 1Tn a tanmble shape, and it.is for

-por ,'-'of my <:ount"y"> f c‘ uld demonstra

them fo suppo'rt or abohsh 1t.‘ .To have called the
attentlon of the pubhc to, the snﬁ'ermgs of an,in-

lelduaI would h'we been tnﬂmv with its majestv; a

same prmmple ,that has deeplv 1nJured me,

is now lDﬂlCtIIlC" thousands of cruelties on the
seamen ~, and the mxschlef it may. cause,to} the
commumty, ﬂ'om the destruction. of our- natlonaI
character; .is. qulte, incalcilabler: xWas -it .of+i Im-

ordid* Iitag dn ‘mdlwdua] ‘ask ‘the™ sup-

portdnce; o

c137
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the navy and ‘that I acted in' their true spzrzt
" when L remonstrated agamst an ex1stm~r znyustzce. :
" But I cannot avmd ~knowing that; in daring to
" step a51de from a custom unsanctioned 'by laws,
1: offended, _against- the  mis- begotten ill-directed, .
, "feehngs_,,of,g,the;pnde of -my superiors. That [
~~ opposed men ‘who :were cursed with. the power of
pwzz’skz’ng,f-and "who- are accustomed to ‘-irneasm'e'_
the feelings of our, nature by the exaltatxon of our-
rank, who are themselves in the habit of toleratifig
and acquiescing in. the. Billingsgate lanouage -of a
- commander-in-chief ;- who have patiently,.in their
.owWn progress - throurrh the -service, borne. with
every contumely ;:and were, therefore, excessively -
displeased-_that, a- lieutenant, unknown' to the
world, destitute of fortune, or of rank, should dare
to lift up the brow'of honest ndignation against
destructive. 1nJustxoe, unmerited insult, and-vul-
gar abuse. The . propriety. of thls - principle
must not be lef't_ for mlhtary men to deCIde on,
for they ate;so, pleased with the power it confers,
so preJudxced in.ifs favour, from . the’ pleasure its
possessmn bestows, that they never will support
opxmons that will abolish it. To be properly ex-
: ammed it must not be called a. ‘milifary question,
for its: contmuance consplcuously affects the
whole community.. 'The time may not be far off;
f the present contest in the north should be un-
vourable- to us,’ when Bonaparte may man ‘his -

LT
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: ‘ﬁlacnty in all the mmutxae of her duty- whose )
‘appearance attracts every body s admlratlon and
every body’s applatise, who doés not enquire how
it is attained. ' If this- be all these cruelties are
uSed for, there -can ‘be no motive for their con-
.‘thanoe, but - as thé power that’ occasions them
flatters and engenders the officers’ prlde but as
it elevates a few bemgs above others, to a situa-
. tion where otherwise neither their forturie nor
" abilities would have’ placed them; and can this -
be a motive for continuing them? Every reasomng‘
man must ol)Ject to it. - This is one point where'
the misplaced praise of society has done the naval .
service'much injury: had no comparisons ever been
made between ships‘sufficiently clean for the pur-
-poses of health, sufficiently - well ordered to be
enabled to fight the béttles of their country ; and
those delicately clean, and too gay to be useful:
had the last not received unqualified praxse, and
’, the first unmerited censure, the naval service'would
not have been annoyed with so many smmt officers
as have phgued it; ‘whose smartness 18 productlve
of hatred, and whose gay appearance is the occa-
sion of strife. _ : :
In endewvourmg to pluck down so-noble an edi-

fice as naval dlsc1phne has been called, I should
4 1mag1ne myself little hetter than qdestroyer, were I
" ‘unable to collect, fromlts ruins, materials for erecting
. abetter onethat shall aceordwith thie présent state -
I2 ) -

'; sh;ps w1th ‘his victorious leclons, Who, amma’ced
W]th victory; and znc1ted by, their former fame, may -
* (when contending against thie - forelgners who man
. meur ﬂcets) hope for- v1ctory oir the ocean ; the pres-
sitig: tiiay then be extended to all, we -may have to
contend upon our own shores for our national exist-
- éncé. And how will men, who have till then enjoy- |
-éd'all the blessings of hberty, subinit 1o this system,
when the longest habits of obed1en¢e neveryetrecons,
L ¢iled it Yo one haman bemgf ‘That:it has not, at -
IR all ‘tithes; produced all the- eruelties and all the
~illéffects: I have mentloned I-am well aware; bus_
- tlie acknowledgement that these are bad; and the
- instances” in. emstence, thre 01der ‘has been dc= -
-:-t:omphshed ‘without theim;-is: the’ s’tronoest Argu-
» ment that-can: be used, ‘that.the power of pro-'.
'_ dncmg theéin should Hotibe entiusted-to any mane
-+ " "'The end ofall the:cruelties which I have detailed
s imevergood for the service, though such is always
mide the” cloak’; “thiey 4re’ never used to repress
' *s'vh'éit eddcation has 't'm"ght‘ me “to'c'all"(“'rimes 3 but
tHeit soleiend is to - enforee unnoccssqry hbour,
L “.‘ _that the mptam may enJoy 2 inomentary 1epuh--
. ‘tion ‘as = simart officer. 'If-ig’ here ‘necessary to
ke 2’ wide chstmct;oﬂ»-be’cween} a -smart’ ofﬁcer-
-«fvd agootiofficer. - Lord Nelson'wasagood officers
But 2 srmrt officer is’ a man whose mefit ‘is’ ap-
p'n'ent to ’eVery “body’ s eye, but forelgn to! every
bodv e heqrt : whose snp “displays wonderfulf‘

[y
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of the feelmgs and Lnowledve of mankind, and
that shall .be. conszstent wﬁ:h our ‘national cha-:
' racter" where it shall not be necessary for the ldeas

'md actlons of the man, to be contrary to the re-
celved msnuctxons of the boy; and where, as.in
other parts of.our socxety, terror shall repress vice,
and shame excite cmulatxon ‘Was I unable. to

sketch the outhne of a system that shall have for

xts objects,~—To make my professmn honourable
for its professor, as well as useful to my country:
To make that countly mﬁmtely more just, and not
" lessen her prospenty f 0 heIp to dehver her
down to future ages:as a Wlse, as Well as a great,
nmfwn. '

Let it not be sa1d that no reformwtxon is wanted
our seamen “do. ot complam n evely reason-
mg mmd there musthe a conthxon of -existing

. lnjustlce- and 1t 18, an observatzon of Lord Hol- %

Iands that cannot too often _be repeated,. that
< wherever mmstwem Lnown to exist, though not

cbmplamed of,'it is a positive duty in Ieorlslators to
' Our seamen have frequertly. com- -
plamed and they have never been able to punish .
men, guilty- of the greqtest enormities, - tlll they

amend it.’

hnve become tired of complaining.

Can any man be on board ship for an hom', and .
: not "think there is a_spirit of dlSSEltle'lCt]OD and,

dxscontent ex1st1n0'? Every ofﬁcer of the navy

L.nows, '1s well as myself' that there is, and every.

u7 -

‘man’ must be satisfied there “is- verv 3USt cause

- Th]S dlscontent 18 nOwW: reoarded with satxschtxon 'xs

asymptom of the seamer’s perfect subjection; afraid

to speak oit." It isknown with that same pleasuré
with-which we’hear the-distant summer's thunder,‘

conscious' that it brings re fréshing’ showeérs to ’che

: thn‘sty earth, forgettmo* that ‘it may i a moment

become the ]10htnm0 s tremendous’ ﬂash that cle-

© stroys t00 suddenly to permit’ resrstance -

ballors know not.how to advocate their own
cause. Carrymg arms in their: hands, they are
wisely forbldden to. deliberate, because they pos-
sess a -power Which could not be resisted ; but

can that be urged s a ‘réason why they should .

be stn‘red ‘up ‘by oppression to use it. It ought
rather to convince men, that there” is a necess;ty
for domoP s.ulors every’ justice.
that the lion' was' quietly at rest till provoked by
his worryers, but when ‘unable longer to endure

' them, he arose and crushed them.

Some’ reformatxon i$ becoming most essentlally
necessary, for .every means is now taken to give
information "to every class of the people; ‘and
while you are teédching them that these things are
wrong, can thele be/a greater absurdlty than to
coritinue to practise them ? Can any rational being
think ‘that,’ when sailors. are convinced of the
uselessness, as well : as the injustice, of this system,
they will submlt to it? It is 1mpOSSIbIe to keep

N -

Let us not forget:
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- this' conviction’ from them
. Iutely reqmsrte this system should be abolished.
. Tt.is in vain t6 think; while you are teaching

people to know rrght from Wrong, that they W]H.

- Justrce and terror whose su pporters are unmorahty.

and vice; and. Whose .end, 1f persevered in, must
be desz'mctzon. :

it:is theref‘ore"abeo-'

. CHAP. viIt.

' ‘:K:JH\

[RIEY
.

) "y
g I-\ / .
$AT0% 1

FROM the deﬁmtxon 'of drscrphne in, the fore—
going. chapter from the necessny there is tlnt one
mind should drrect -every éxertion to, Wthh zeal
would glve b]l‘th, it may be cle‘ulv deduced that
the power, of commandmv is matermlly necessqry
properly, to. fulﬁl the dutxes of a captain; and as I

An,Amended Syslem—GenemZ Obser vatzons.

'

have clearly shewn, m the detarls, that the power B

of pumshmg A8 destructlve of drscxplme, no officer
ought. tobe entrusted with it except.in some trlf-
ling cases. here'xfter to be explmned and in. these

casesv,the hyvs_should stnctly deﬁne the crrme, _

the: mode of'"pumehment andv the quanuty the
captainy lqu allowed. to ]Hﬂ]Ct.’_ Rwrd .and seyerg
pumshments should be _ordered,, dld he ver. tres-"
_pass on, the bounds plescrrbed and aH these thmgs
should be known, to evely man, t hat ]f any cap-’
tain commrtted hlmselfm this way, 1t ‘would. be
1mmed1ately dlscovered e Would then have to
pay attentlon to his, oeneral conduct towards, the

‘people;, for, it is probable, th"it might determme
them: to, prosecute him or not ‘was he in any: case - .
tyranmcal T : Ll

i

o




_case, be inflicted without the s*mctxon of the: legis

now ' perfect dead" Ietter, ‘from the severltles :of.

_ ‘tamty of & small pumshment is. much 6T
‘c10us in preventmo~ crimes;’ “than provxdmma much

. - ,‘l N G I D IR |
- The Tast of these faulisdf -the-'nayal code.’w,ould
R P

, to 1t there should he nothmo left to be punxshe

‘martlal accordmo” to any ' customs they mwht ev

| i90: " . 191

. This distinction between the'power' of ~ com
'mandxng and of punishing-should be; made the
foundation of an_ amended . .system ; to. execute
which, plopelly, the naval code of :laws must.un- %

dergo 2 compleat rev1S1on, ‘as many of. them are

It is:notless “absurd than a captain contendmg
‘agamst a su perlor force w1th half his own.-

pumshment attached tor them, and from.a Want 0
mmuteness 1n dlscrlmmatmg deorees of gmlt”Th
first should certainly,. be refiedied: :fo'ffth'e'fiihé

B

‘efﬁca-._

bt I wish' to ‘promiote order. and obediencé; I'wish’
to see them estabhshed upou pr1nc1ples agreemg

severer one;" and:l¢aving’ an ‘opening  for” E5cape

best be re: pehef‘ by ;zmng recourse to thie” “put

ishnfent-books now tmusmltted to'the’ admlralty
’ft‘he rimies seamen Jaré’’ most “guilty of miy* then
be dlscovered and eac i

73

Bit: 16t s enqmre what 18 thls mlhtary -obe:
4 dlence, m’ Whatit ought to differ from the 6bediénce
practxsed by the cml mhabxtants of our country,

cnme “shotld; by he]
ouslature, have's an approprlate punlshment'afﬁ}ie

bxtéhté"’dff' : ountry SCH that tHé formier 1§ “obel
dieficé to et mdlwdual ‘the latter to the'laws’; ‘aiid
this 45" the differetice that ought” to exist ‘between
them: biitiit ought to be'as: small ds possible.': The
authorlty-. of the Ieglslature should - prescnbe, a8
t : diijithe ‘actions of ‘seamen that are’

have seen practlsed Ifa crlme occurred’ for' Whlch
no; punxshment was ordered _none should m 'my

lature ‘T know- that it is a general opmlon in‘thg
navy, that, to take from captams the ] power of pus
‘nishmeént is to take from the" people every: RGEY
~ for’ obedlence. This-follows, of course, from {8176
“being alone the motwe that 18 '1]Iowed in; thc

‘ '

One passmn when. there exists two,——fear and hope. ‘
It may

motmg dlsorgamzatlon and disérder in ourfleéts ;.

"rr‘iote the end of - dlsmphne (con-

\

.
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it has done that disobedience to individual legal

commands, as well as disobedience to the laws,

shouyld be punished as a crime. But the required

military obedience differs in nothm0 from.the obe-

dience required from a servant by his master; and

the good sense of society has long exploded that

terror which was once employed to produce do-

mestic obedience. - Every tradesman who obeys

his employe}‘ every servant who comphes with his

master’s regulations, is as obedient as military

obedience can possibly be required to be. Long

established opinion of the value of this obedience

makes it so universally practised ; and the convic-

tion of a necessity of military obedience would

be much stronger than this long established opi-

nion, in as muech, as the end, which can anly be

_accomplished by it, may be proportionally seen
‘clearer (the defence of our country}, and is of in-
finite more importance. .- o

. Perhaps it may be fzavanccd that this clomestlc

obedience, as well as 1_esultmg from opinion, is.

enforced by considerations of individual interest;
that the tradesman is obedient because he fears
losing his employment, by which, perhaps,’ he
maintains a wife and family ; and the servant, be-
cause he fears losing his place. With a voluntary
service, the exact same-hold ;would be-had of'the
seamen,; :their individual interest would suffer as
mush from disobedience as theservants or mechs-

128

" nics; for, from the prospect of an honourable pro-

vision, there is, in the navy, for old age, from the
. ? to Rt

- pay and food the seamen receive, it ‘appears to me
_notat all doubtful, that (taking away the present

absurd laws) going to-sea is a much better occu-
pation, and possesses greater advantages than what
can be enjoyed by three fourths of the community.
But there is another and a very strong hold of
sailors individual interest to make them obedient:
if I understand this word right, it does not mean
pecuniary rewards, so much as the pleasure arising
from gratifying some of our desires. Now the de-
sire of fame is strong enough in the whole commu-
nity to produce the greatest part of theiractions; I
have shewn -t “is particularly strong in seamen;
removed from the society of women, the dress of
sailors occupies but little of their attention; it is
an ijeét productive of little hope and less fear;
but this, among the lower and younger classes of
our community, is a conspicuous motive for most
of their actions, for much of their desire for wealth.
Sailors have food and lodging provided for them,
and therefore the common necessaries of life can
occupy but very little of their attention, of their
hopes or their fears. Every man knows, that when
the mind is left quite free from desires, life be~
comes a perfect blank ; the sailors can have none
then ‘of .the common hopes and fears of that class

of the’ commumty to which they belong ; they have
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but one desire, and that is fame. To gratify this,
every faculty of their minds and bodies is employ-

ed, for it is a well known and true observation,
that when we have but one desire, all the powers
"of the man are employed to gratify it. No man
who has been on board ship, or who has ever heard
of military duties, can escape the conviction, that
obedience to one directing mind is absolutely ne-
cessary to ensure that success wherem centers all

the seaman’s hopes. Witha voluntary service this-

desive of fame would. be stronger than it is now ;
it,.indeed, would be the primary, if not the only
- motive for every man serving his country.

With this strong hold of their individual inte-
rest, and to the conviction, that to gratify it they
must be obedient, might our community be left to
practise. ini‘litary obedience; and this will be the
most perfect-obedience, for it will have its founda-
tion in opinion, the source of the actions of all
mankind ; but military men will not, or cannot see
this, though the most perfect kind of obedience;
it requires reflection to discover its cause. Mili-
tary men are not much given to this; but the obe-
dience that springs from painful tewror is obvious
to every man. From this clearness of- being per-
cetved, it alone is discovered and adopted; though
the obedience that springs from opinion is so per-

fect in its effects, so. diffusive in its example, our.

- rulers: will- not suffer it to’ operate ; they will in-

. racter justly belongs to my countrymen.
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trude between the wish to obey and the power to
execute commands, that worst of all possible mo-
tives for ac’Eion,—-terxjor, that is not less confined in
its example than it is short-lived in its effects. In
speaking of the perfect obedience that springs from
opinion, it must not.be supposed, that it requires
arguments or language to produce this opinion in
the people’s minds, it already exists. Turbulence
is only so observable in the navy, from the obe-
dience there required being in perfect opposition
to the obedience we are in the habit of paying, and
which was taught us, in early life, by our parents,
when we practised obedience to them; it was en-
forced at school, when we submitted, without
knowing why, to our masters ; and it is confirmed,
by every day’s practice, of our obedience to the
laws and customs of the society in which we live,
without asking ourselves the question, why are
we obedient. The value of obedience has been so
long established, that it has become, like one of
the affections of the heart, one universal motive

for the conduct of men,
There is an opinion afloat in the world from

which,- it is probable, it may be thought English-
men cannot practise this requisite virtue of mili-
tary obedience,—it is, that they are altogether a
disobedient people;.but I deny that such a cha-
During
years of privation - and hardship, while the nations
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of the continent have suffered every convulsion,

our cbuntry' has remained quietly at rest, scarce

an instance has occurred of disobedience or of par-

tial revolt; it is only when the pride and vanity -

of our rulers require obedience to commands de-
structive of freedom and of general happiness, that
our people have been disobedient; and who that
reflects, that our present glorious.constitution has
arisen out of resistance to such commands, would
not pray, that to them they may always be dis-
obedient, may always resist them. An opinion is
formed, that sailors would not be obedient, because
they are now turbulent, because they are now dis-
posed to resistance ; but this arises from the oppo-
sition of the present system to every feeling of our
nature; to every idea of a Briton ; to that obe-
dience we are all accustomed to pay to general
opinion, particularly to that opinion universally

acquiesced in;—that liberty is _essential to the

happiness of mankind. The little education a la-

bouring man receives, almost convinces him that
such resistance is a virtuc; but let commands be
given with reason ; let them not exact more than
is necessary for the service, and obedience will be

as prompt as the most ardent can wish.
I am happy, on this subject, to have an autho-

rlty to- support my opinion; its respectability I
cannot_]udore of, but it proceeds from one of abody
of men wno, of all others, me, perlnps, less dis-
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posed to give human nature more credit than it
deserves.—Vide A Treatise on the Offence of
Libel, by John George, page 196, where it is laid
down, as a first principle, ¢ that mankind have, in
their nature, a willingness to submit and lend their
suppott to good government.”” I have endeavoured
to account above for this willingness to obey, from
the habits of obediencethatare constantly'inculcated
in the early seasons oflife. Experiencesupports this
opinion ; for no nation have willingly overturned
a good government, and permanently: continued in
a state. of anarchy; and so strong is the habit of
obedlence, so great is this willingness to obey in
human nature, that men submit to the very worst
governments rather than live in anarchy. From it,
at this very moment, is the continent of Europe
subrmttmg to deprivations, miseries, and partial
ruin; from it, at this very time, are many of the
Lieutenants of his majesty’s navy patiently ac-
quiescing under the destruction of every hope,

"quietly. submitting to the unjust deprivation of

every right years of toil have given them. As an
individual I can assert, that I have more than once
before suffered oppression in the navy, and reason
told me that submission was wrong; yet so strong
was the obedience I, was accustomed to pay to
opinion, so willingly did I obey, that it was not
till my \'supérib‘rs‘ had destroyed every rational
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hope, and ploduced a temporary despair, that I
‘could surmount my obedience to this opmxon,
that I could get over my fears, and sensible no
worse evil could happen to me, venttre to resist.
If there was a disposition in human nature to
resist more powerful than that which impels them
to obey, would our seamen, so long as they have
quietly submitted to the greatest cruelties, to the
most barbarous injustice, to a system of laws-di-
rectly opposed to the fundamental articles of our
constitution ; for they violate that personal liberty
which is the first privilege of a free man; they ex-
pose him to imprisonments and punishments with-

out a trial; and they condemn him to death by

tribunals composed of men who are more frequently
offended than the laws, before whom, from ‘habi-
tual terror, fear prevents him' from pleading; and
who, so far from being peers of his, stand, in the
relation to him, of a superior order of beings. It
cannot be the system of terror which keeps them
in this obedience, as many men suppose; for when
that is extended, as in the cases of the Danae, Her-
mione, and Africaine, human nature will no longer

bear it; and, in every ship where this greater de-.

gree of the so much boasted terror is employed,
obedience is, at all times, imperfect; and late oc-
casions have shewn, that, so far from producing
-obedience, the men: have invariably remonstrated
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against-it with too little success; or I should not

have had the occasion of directing public attention

to the subject.. ‘
The perfection ‘of obedience; which opinion pro-

duces, is clearly discerned in the navy; when every
individual’s hope of gratifying his love of fanie

aives birth, in the moment of battle, to those arda-
ous endeavours which have brought us victory ;
that prompt obedience which outstrips the orders, -
and even the wishes of the officers. But the obe-
dience that we learn in early life, and that springs
from op'in.ion, 18, in our society, directly opposed,
and, I trust, ever will be, to many of the absurd
commands of naval captains, to which no terror

‘that could be emploved would ever ensure a quxet

and prompt obedience.
~I§hesa. commands have no motive, no end, but

individual gratification, and causé to the seamen

mexpressible pain; and shall we continue such a

system of terror as this, so ridiculously absurd, so
- terribly destructive, for the gratification of a few

individuals’ ‘vanity ; forbid it, reafon; forbid it,
Justice; and policy alike forbids it.

The captains, without terror, have still another
strong hiold of the obcdicncc of the people; many
are tiic little offices’in a ship which are objects of

~the seaman’s ambition ; the captain possesses the
power. of bestowing these, and he should still con-

On his giving them to desery-

N
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ing men, the order of the ship, in a gréat measure,
and, consequently, his reputation, will depend ;
and, were they alwéys bestowed on obedience and
on merit, merit and obedience would never be
wanted. There is'one little ‘part connected with
the present system which here deserves notice;
it is that from boatswains’ mates, who are petty
officers, bein'g the instruments employed to punish
the men. Good men have an aversion to the
office, and it is very frequently given to the great-

est reprobates that can be found ; ‘can a more effi-

cacious mode be adopted to encourage vice than
in rewarding it with honour, and bestowing on it
authority ? '
T trust that my readers are as fully convinced as
1 am, that there is.no occasion to entrust the

power of punishing men to captains to produce
the virtue of obedience; the axﬁhority of opiﬁi_o.n.
is great, and this is decidedly in favour of obe-
dien'ce.; we have seen that it, with the love of

fame, (as in time of battle) enforces exertions, con--
fessedly some of the greatest, which man is capa-
ble of making. It appears not less absurd, there-
fore, to assert, that these are not capable of creat-
ing all the mifior virtues of regularity which are
required to keep a ship in order, than to assert
that the'man who'could lift a hundred weight was
unable to move a pound. To make obedience per-

“fect then, the laws which regulate ournary should
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reseinble, as much as possible, those to which
every man is in the habit of paying quiet obedi-
ence; and, under such an opinion, I shall proceed

to point out some amendments positively wanted.
It is not, for a moment, thought they are the best

“that can be made, but itis supposed, that the prin-.

ciples of their foundation must be adopted before
any material improvement can take place in the
situation of our seamen ; before the service of my
country can become strictly honourable, and obe-
dience perfect; before that disgrace to our coun-
try,—pressing,—can be wholly abolished.

It istobe obsef‘fed, and it cannot be too strongly
enforced, that the principal vixjtués which are ne-

-cessary to accomplish the end of naval discipline

already exist, in a large proportion, in every part
of the community.
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vails in these courts, is a sarcasm upon tribunals ;
a burlesque upon justice; and when they con-
demn to punishment, it is often-adding the bit-

terest insult to the most flagrant injury.
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CHAP.IX.

o i g

Naval Tribunals.

1’1‘ has been asserted, and with apparent reason,
that to organise tribunals so as to deserve and in-
spire confidence, is one of the primary duties of
legislation. Now, can any man, accustomed to
reflect on the motives of human actions, think for
a moment that naval courts martjal can mspne oL
are deserving confidence : -

Where is the fancied theoretical perfection in

their -structure, that. can .make a man cheerfully .

commit his life, his fortune, and his reputation,
into their hands? We have seen that they are
composed of men comparatively destitute of edu-
cation ; corrupted by power, and often strangers
to religion and morality : that, as the naval laws
and customs, which form their minds, are founded
in injustice, as they can have no strong convic-
tions of injustice hereafter to be punished; and
as its commission is never punished in the navy ;
whenever their interest is concerned, they have
" no motives to be just.

~ Such an opinion of them is not contradicted by
) any well known facts, but there are many ‘which

‘ support’ .it.  The marked inattention which pre-

'

In courts martial, when trying a captain, (a time
when every membér’s mind should be deeply en-
caged with the business before him) I have wit-
nessed "them drawing caricature heads of the

‘prisoner, and- handing them about for mért4; and

was I to relate all the improprieties I have been
told of this sort, they would not only fill, but
they would sully my paper. It is a well known
~ fact, that a man’s sentence does .not depend so
much upon his degree of guilt as upon the natural
disposition of his judges. A. word that offends the
feelings of pampered pride, or an opposition of
opinion, particularly if supported by reason, is in
these courts, and by such’ judges, classed with
the widest departures from moral rectitude, and

“visited with as great a severity of punishment.
* The man who reflects, or who - possesses émy

knowledge of courts martial, instead of submitting
to their judgment as just, spurns them with dis-
dain, as wicked ; instead of these courts inspiring

"him with reverence, they breed nothing but con-

tempt. The believers in the existence of that
military honour which it is expected will guide
the actions of these.men, may as well believe that
they can discover truth without attending to the-
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evidence; that they will pronounce a just judg-
ment at the end of a trial, though during it wholly
occupied in the mdnner I have before described,
for they all have the same foundation, imagined
intuition. 1 believe not in this intuitive light to
discover truth or guide the actions of men, and I
trust the better mformcd and mzjor part of our
commumty, like me, place no reliance in it, whe-
ther denominated honourable feelings or smward

grace. 'To rescue courts martial from such impu- .

tations, to congtitute them so ds to inspire and
deserve our confidence, recourse should be had
to the tribunals of -our country, already endeared
“fo us by opinion and a knowledge of their value:
they do.not punish the innocent, neither do they
suffer the guilty to escape.’

Whether the severity. of the present code is to
be continued or not, as men bear a portion of evil
much better from the same authority that bestows
upon them good ; as no mar can think paval cap-
tains are fit legislators, and consequently cannot
respect their decrees ; as it is right there should
be a semblance of reason for continuing this seve-
tity, and that it should be sanctioned by delibera-
tive wisdom, it is absolutely necessary that the
crimes which sailors are liable to commit, should

.be correctly ascertained ‘by our national legisla-
ture, and pumshments smct]_/‘ defined, appropri-
'atedtoeach S S B
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When that is done, the whole code should be
divided into three parts: the first part should
consist of’ the greatest crimes, and they should be
cognizable alone by a court, to be called a Superior
Court Martial, “ which the admiralty and com-
manders in chief should alone have the power of
assembling ; ‘the second part should consist of
crimes of less magnitude, none of which were pu-
nished with death, and these should be cognizable
by another couft, called an Inferior. Court Mar-
tial, to be afterwards described, or by the Supe-
rior Court: the third part should consist of the
very minor crimes; the, punishment annexed to
them should be distinctly marked, and the more
ef"ectually to secure obedience to the ‘captain, he
should be ordered to inflict the punishment.
These classes of crimes and punishments shall be
afterwards explained, as I am now to point out
how these tribunals may be constituted, just ob-
serving thdt the commissioned and Warrant officers
should never be tried but by a superior court.
martial. - .

The admiralty and commanders in chief should
have the same power as they now possess, to
order courts martial. - The- applications for them
to go through the same forms. and channels as at
present.  The person intended to be tried, to re-
cewe the same. information, within at least the
same time prior to the trial commencing as now.
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The admiral or captain, being second in com-
mand, should, as now, -preside or be the judge of
the superior court martial. e should sum up
the evidence, charge the jury, and after their ver-
-dict pronounce the sentence of the law, or return
the prisoner to his duties. - The. other members
composing the court should consist of thirteen,
-and should be called a Jury, of which the majo-
ity should decide upon the innocence or guilt of
‘the prisoner. They should, at all times; be of the
same rank as the prisoner, whether he was an ad-
:miral, a captain, a lieutenant, a warrant officer,
‘Or a seaman. :

If the fleet consisted of fourteen ships, one of the
‘rank wanted should be taken from each ship; if
Jess than fourteen, two, three, or four should be
-taken from each, as might-be necessary, but never
smore than four should be taken from any parﬁcu-

lar ship, none ever being allowed to come either

from the ship to which the prosecutor or the pri-
soner belonged. - These jurors might be sent from
their respective ships, either by ballot or by the
selection of the captain. The prisoner should have
a power, as he has on shore, of challenging any of
these jurors, not exceeding seven, or the larger
half. When from three or four being sent from
four or five ships, their number was more than

" thirteen; the-president or judge should have the

- power of ‘rejecting ‘whom he .plea’sed ; he shou_ld _

' ;. . - . N
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also have the nomination of aforeman from out of
the jurors. 'These jurors should take an oath to

do justice*between our sovereign lord, &c. &e.
and the prisoner, to the extent of their knowledge;

-and I think. it would be advisable to read to them,

at the commencement of every trial, a short ad-
dress, stating the necessity there was for the good
of the service and the country,. that justice should
be impartially administered ; that while the inno-
cent were sent away with honour, the guilty
should not escape puﬁishmeﬁt; the importance
of the duties they were about to fulfil, and the
heavy responsibility that would lie on them, should
they not execute them to the best of their know-
ledge and abilities. I should suppose,: that a
power in the hands of the captains of selecting
what men they pleased. from their respective ships,
and leaving to the president the power of reject-
ing whom lie pleased, when the number sent ex-
ceeded thirteen; and his also having the selection
of a foreman,  combined with the influence cap-
tains 'always will have over their men, would leave
to officers a means of ensuring justice being always
done ; but, if it is thought this will give officers
too much influence, let the jurors be taken by
ballot, and let them have the power of choosing a
foreman for themsclves; and I should concelve,
making men, who are subject to the same laws,

" and likely. to be i '1 sxmlhr SItmnon, X will" secure

i
B
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to fhe prisoner that sympathy of feeling, from be-
ing subject to similar temptations, that must con-
vince him of the justice of his sentence, as well as
erring man is enabled to judge. This jury then,
should, after hearing the evidence, give in a ver-
dict of guilty or not, and leave the judge to pro-
nounce the sentence ordered by the-law.

. 'When a captain is-deprived of the power of pu-~
nishing men at his-pleasure, I foresee there must
be more courts martial than at present ; but I have
conveyed my opinions very ill to the minds of my
readers, if T have not convinced them that much
the greater part of the punishments which now
take place are. unnecessarily and wantonly 1n-
flicted ; that the crimes they are made. use of to
repress, are the natural effects of the present sys-
tem; and, was that amended, courts martial would
not much exceed their present number, and would
‘soon rapidly decrease. One advantage of the mode
I have proposed is, that it will allow courts mar--
tial to take place very often;. when, if they were
composed entirely. of captains, circumstances
would not permit them: .

The jurors could very frequently be sent from
their respective ships to the ship of the second in
command, and the fleet proceed upen their duty ;
when from the absence of so material an officer as
the captain, they could not. But, ﬁrthcr, to pro-

mote the speedy execution of Justlce, "and enable .

the superiors of my profession to establish order in
it, an inferior court martial might be constituted,
who might take cognizance of the second class of
offences. The admiralty and commanders in chief
should, at their discretion, upon application, order
this court to-assemble in preference to the other;

“and they should have the power of appointing as

the judge, any captain they pleased, he.not being

- less than six years a post captain.. -'The jurors to

be composed exactly as in the-superior courts
martial.

A general authority should also be given to all
captains to order an inferior court martial, to be
assembled whenever five ships might meet promis-

cuously,. having no immediate opportunity of

communicating with a commander in chief, or the
admiralty ; and the second in command of these
five ships not being less than six years a post cap-
tain. This court should be composed precisely
like the others, the second in command being pre-
sident, and should be assembled by the orders of
the senior officer of these ships, upon receiving
the regular application that is now made. The
punishments for the second part of the crimes,
and that this inferior court martial should have the
power of adjudging men -to, should be such as
the captains should be enaBled to inflict on board
the ship where the offence was ‘committed ; but,

as, tho sentence WOlﬂd be known, it would never
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+ be possible. for them to exceed the quantity ap-.

pointed. - This subject shall, in the next chapter,
"be more fully ‘explained. . In an essay of this
"kind, where it is merely intended to give a brief
sketch of some easily accomplished improvements,
-a detail of every little circumstance connected
with a court martial, will not be expected: the
minor parts of them might be conducted as they
are now, without any apparent disadvantage ; an
open court, a judge advocate, or clertk to take
minutes, who might, as well as the judge or jury,
question or cross question any evidence, first ob-
taining the judge’s permission ; but these compli-
cated arrangements I leave to those people who
‘have made them the study of their lives. I shall
feel happy if my country will, with me, adopt the
principle, and introduce it. into naval jurispru-
" dence, of trying every man by his peers. It is a
system that has been long acted upon in our coun-
try with the happiest effects; and to introduce it
into the. navy, would be sanctioned by every Bri-
ton’s heart, from its affinity to those tribunals he
is accustorned to respect and revere. One effect
to be expected from this system is, that it will
make our officers, as all may at some time or other
expect to be judges, feel, more than they do now,
the necessity of acquiring a little knowledge:-a
responsi'bilitynwill lie upon them properly and
clearly to. sum up, the eVIdence, pers plcuously to-

T
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charge the jury, and legally and strictly pronounce
the sentence of the law. : :
The responsibility now belonging to condemn-
ing men to punishment, is so' much divided
arhongst the thirteen members of courts martial;
that every man thinks it lessened; and I appre-
hend this conviction of a necessity of acquiring

knowledge, this responsibility properly to act, to,

be much wanted by every officer.

Such- a mode of trial will give to our seamen an
idea that they very much want; it is, that they
are | of importance to the community for other
things than ﬁg'\h'ting the battles of their country.

VVhen\the.Iifé and death of a fellow-creature shall -

depend upon their decision, it must give them
habits of reflection ; it must clevate them to dig-
nity of action; it must learn them to discriminate
more clearly than they do now, right from wrong;
and te’tch them, in comparison with what they
now feel, to think well of ‘themselves, which is the
first step,to propriety of behaviour, and what cle-
vates man in the scale of being, and brings mm
nearcr to perfection.

Let it not be said of seamen, that they differ
from the jurors of their country in possessing no
prop&rty' what influence has this property on
men’s minds, that it so clearly enables them to
dxstlngmsh right from wrong? I know of nonc,

but that it gives a man increased facilities of ac-
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guiring kn-owledge. This is, in our country, now
open to all ;. and I feel no hesitation‘i_n/ asserting,
that amongst the leading seamen, dre to be found
men more intelligenf than usually compose the
provincial juries of our country.

It should be remembered that nothing can well .

happen at sea Trequiring the abilities of an Ellen-
borough or an Erskine to decide; there are no
intricate questions of property ; there can scarcely
cxist any circumstantial evidence; it is_generally
pllain matter of fact, fair subjects for military men
" to judge of, which the common sense of the sea-
men, pérmitted to reflect, is as likely to discrimi-
_-pate as the refined understanding of the judge.
With such tribunals, and with laws founded in
justice, I cannot see any objections that can be
made to subjecting the whole of our merchant sail-
ofs, as well as those in men of war, to the judg-
ment of these tribunals, which would teach them
naval laws, train them in habits’ of proper obedi-
exice, and, at all times, fit them for men of war.
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- CHAP. X.

Naval Punishments and Rewards.

YE_‘HE first class of crimes should. consist of those

to which capital punishments were annexed. -

These should bé cognizable by no other tribunal
than a superior court martial. About these of-
fences, I apprehend but little difference of opinion
can exist; they occur so seldom, that I feel in-
different what punishment they have annexed to
them. They are known in the present naval code
as mutiny, spies, pillaging, or evil treating cap-
tured persons, neglecting to fight, or neglecting
to encourage others, cowardice, suffering enemies
to escape, not doing the utmost to assist friends
and-allies, and hindering the service on any pre-
tence of injury. With a voluntary and limited
service, it-might be just to punish desertion ca-
pitally ; but the flagrant injustice of now doing it,
must be apparent to every man; concealing
tratterous or mutinous designs, murder, unnatural
crimes, striking a superior, disobedience to positive
commands, with a permission of remonstrating if
they are thought improper or illegal.  If disrespect
and contempt are'td be punished when exhibited,
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it is absolutely necessary that the crimes should
be defined ; and if their cxhlbmon is of so much
injury to society, the conduct that causcs them
must be more so, and 'should meet an equal se-
verity of punishment.

Since possessing power has ever led to oppres-
sion, and since -there is nothing attended witht
more baneful cousequences to. the community,
from the hatred, contempt, and disrespect which
must invariably follow unmerited punishmcnt,
more positive laws, than now exist, should punish
all superiors who may, in any instance, be guilty
of cruelty or oppression. Their varicus shades
might be visited with various degrees- of severity,
from a simple reprimand by a court martial to
death. There are many other crimes which might
be classed with the first part; but the whole sel-
dom occur, and are never punished but by a court

martial ; and they are ‘so little productive of

flogging, that 1" do" not mean farther to enlarge
upon them. What I have said is sufficient to
ghew what is meant by dividing the code into
parts, and its intention is more speedily to promote
the execution of justice.

The great fault of our present naval laws isa
want of minuteness; as, for instance, what a va-
(riety -of faults come under the head of negligently
pcrformmcv your duty, Whlcﬂ by the plesent code,

has. 2 penalty of death. affixed.:to it or to- be
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punished aCcording to the judgment of-a court
martial. A sailor neglects some trifle of his daily
business, the captain reads this article of war to
him ; inflicts upon him one or two dozen lashes,
and obtains a reputation as a merciful man. Now
if these common daily neglects are to be classed as
crimes, and so severely punished, then the punish-
ment should be affixed by the legislature, the
degree and mode, and every thing relative to it.
They should mark the guilt there is ‘in neglecting
well to polish the iron allotted to this man to
brighten, or in having failed to make a hammock
look white, or a deck look clean. But I am con-
vinced every reasonable man must smile at legis-
lative enactments, or any others being wanted to
accomplish such objects as these. If they are not,

then their omission should not be classed, or pu~’

nished as crimes, at the will of captains. As well
might legislative enactments be demanded, by
husbands, to compel. their wives to wash their
dishes, pohsh their kettles, or whiten their
thresholds: as well might they be pumshed by the
laws for omitting to do them.

The minuteness of discrimination that is wanted
in the naval code, will best be learnt from pro-
fessional men; and the Iemslamre taking these to
their assistance, should mark out one form of pu-
-pishments 'and- rewards for the whole service;

" ~they shéuld bé“the same in-every ship, so that

iy
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men, who had once served his majesty, might
know that what they had then seen punished,
would again - be punishéd,on its commission.
These p'unishments and rewards should extend
to every action likely to injure the health, pre-
vent s,imiultancous exertion, or destroy order and
regularity. Perhaps it may be thought that this
r,r;li.nute_: provision of the Iegislat‘ure will interfere
y{{ith the power of governing the military force,
which our constitution vests, exclusively, in the
hands of the first magistrate.

I have already made a distinction between the

power of commanding and of punishing. The first.

essentially belongs to the chief magistrate, the
second may be divided into two parts,—the power
of declaring what ought to be punished, which
belongs entirely to the legislature, and the power
of determining whetheraman has trespassed against
svhat the legislature have -declared to. be wrong;
which is committed in every part of our country
to a jury of a man’s equals. As well as give the
chief magistrate the power of making laws for the
military force, why not entrust him with the
power of making them for the whole country, since
its good-equally requires that. his orders, when
agreeable to law, should be obeyed by every
.civilian, as well as every military man ?

Among the. crimes which professional men. could

-point out. to the. 1e01slature as.'deserving punishs
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ment, as noOw fréquently causing it, and as wanting
their degree of guilt discriminated and repressed,
are drunkenness; want of personal and general
cleanliness; ‘want of alacrity; of diligence; of
attention ; and an aversion to work, when such
work does not involve their reputation. These,
and such things, are what should form the second
class of offences; they might be punished with
solitary confinement, not exceeding a month, by
wearing a clog, not exceeding a month ; was there
ever an obstinate and liardened man, a determined
and repeated offender, he might be punished by
flogging, with any number of lashes not exceeding
fifty; and as sailors are so much alive to fame, labels,
descriptive of their offences, might be affixed to
them, for any length of time not exceeding a month;
but none of these punishments should, as now, be
inflicted by the individual captain. The sentence
of one of the courts martial, alone, should sanction
their being inflicted ;-and they might all be put
in immediate execution on board the ship where
the man had been guilty. If there ever was a
necessity of inflicting corporeal punishment, the
executioner should not, as now, be a boatswain’s
mate, who. is, and ought to be, a respectable petty
officer, having authority, and commanding obe-
dience and respect.. The executioner should be

‘@& man, or men, who. had been guilty of the crime

for which- corporeal punlshment was ordered to be
L2
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inflicted ; and the power of ordering men to do it,
might be left to the captain to be inflicted as a
punishment, for any of the third class of offences ;
holding this execution up as a shameful office, and
the punishment never being inflicted without the
sentence of a court martial, -would immediately
make the punishment itself ‘shameful and dis<
honourable, instead of, as now,:being regarded as a
misfortune, and exciting our pity instead of our
abhorrence. :

As the existence; in a large proportion of this
second class of offences, is made the excuse for
the captain’s -being entrusted with the power of
punishment, I shall shew how they may be re-
pressed or produced without this power.

"And is it not already evident that these things,
which now- are the occasion of so much flogging,
are, with the exception of sobriety, the distin-
guishing virtues of our countrymen ; and are not
our sailors our countrymen ; or are they so con-
taminated, by a mixture with the scum of every

other nation, that the character of Britons 'is no

longer distinguishable amongst them? It still
exists; as Trafalgar, Aboukir, and many such
places have loudly attested ; our superior national
health, . though ~we live in crowded cities, is
a demonstrative proof of our national habits
of’ cleanlmess. » The -various arts which, at once;

qdorn ‘and: enrich our country, are proofs that we
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are not a 'phlegmatic nation, and that the versati-
lity of our national genius is not less than the va-
rnb]eness of-our climate.

‘This alacrity of mind, or of temper hab ever
been, and still i 1s a distinguishing characteristic of'A
liberty ; and it belongs equally to_ the sailors, as
having been free in their early life; no terror can
then be wanted to produce that which already ex-
ists. Our national industry is proverbial ; it per-

vades every class of society ; the English merchant
ships are’ distinguished as working with less men
thanany other nation; and this virtue would equally
belong to the sailor of the men of war, but that he
is early taught to love fame, and work, on board
men of war, is made disgraceful. This national
industry is produced by individual interest, which
gets its daily pecuniary rewards; and sailors have
a-fixed pay, whether industrious or not. DBut I
have before shewn, that sailors have a great indivi-
dual interest in keeping their ships in order, as
that alone can ernsure them fame, and which can
only be done by means of industry ; and this indi-
vidual interest, opposed as it is by absurd laws,
every officer knows now operates in making sea-
men proud of their ships; in making them emu-
lous to excel whenever permitted, and not compel-
led, and already produceb ‘many beneficial regula—

tions | that promote lehng industry.  As these . na-
tloml characterlsncs rmy not be so, cle'u‘ to, otherq
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as they are to me, I shall now point out some

more easily discoverable modes of accomplishing
order on board ship; where the evident interest
of the sailors shall prompt them to quiet and ready
obedience, and the equally apparent interest of the
officers incite them to promote order, by attention
to regulations. Experience, that fruitful parent of
wisdom, has shewn, that the most effectual means
of maintaining the much-admired cleanliness that
leads to health ; the quiet obedience that promotes
regularity, and the ardent simultaneous exertions

on the parts of the inferiors, which is immediately

instrumental to victory, are best promoted by a
firm and impartial administration of justice on the
part of the superiors, and by their most constantly
and vigilantly requiring all these duties on the
parts of the inferiors. The one set of virtues are
as necessary on the part of the officers as the
others are on that of the men; they should, there-
. fore, be equally enforced with legislative enact-
ments, punishments, and rewards.

Now no distinction is made between him who
maintains order, by regularity and attention, and
him who, given up to idle pleasures, produces its
semblance by dreadful coercion.
~ If there ever h'we been distinctions made, the
rewards have most frcquently been given to the

ot ¥ ' for they have generally been found amongst
“ther fyoung fiién’ 6f ihterest, Whose Vices havé béen
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flattered from théir infancy ; who, feeling fully as-

sured they would be promoted, have never taken
any pains to’ deserve it; who have wanted every
rational motive for the acquisition of knowledge,
or the practice of virtue.

These have been the men who have always had
the finest ships, the finest stations, and, from the
admiralty,—the only judges of their nethods of at-
taining order,-—the greatest recompense ; these are
the men that are employed when they ask it,
while many of our naval captains, who have pro-
moted order, by their example and attention, are
left to pine in inactivity and obscurity.

I shall be told that, to gain promotion and re-
ward by interest, is the necessary and just influ-
ence of properfy: in my opinion, it is'taking from
virtues that are essentiully necessary, for the good
of the country, the rewards approprhted to thernh
by her, and with them encouraging vice; it is giv=
ing a bounty on.idleness, cruelty, and oppression;
and repressing, with a golden heavy hand, indu:S—
try, justice, and mercy.

How our rulers can expect order to be promoted

when they thus encourage vice, ] am at a loss to .

know ; for it unfortunately happens, that this en-
couragement is not subdued by the censure of so-
ciety. Though interest may procure a man a situa-
tion oh shore, hé is so watched by all his neigh-
bouts ;. $6 Opian to the corr ecting Hand of the press,




that he generally makes some?efforts. to qualify
himself for his situation. Not'so the naval cap-
tain, he is above any such controul; the only
praise society bestows upon him is given when he
is a fortunate commander. Now, with some ex-
ceptions, most of the naval combats have generally
commenced from some fortunate combination of
circumstances, over which the commander had no
controul, and, consequently, he can deserve no

praise. The innate cotirage of our sailors has en-.

sured the victory, but he has received the reward.
Society knows nothing about his habits of regu-
larity or order, whether they may be good or bad ;
if he is fortunate, he receives all the praise society
has to-bestow. When this shall be altered ; when
attention to these duties on the parts of the offi-
cers shall be enforced by laws, they must acquire
knowledge : indeed, with the power of punishment
taken from them, they must have recourse to such
. means to accomplish order, as their feputations,
which is their interest, will then materially depend
upon their abilities. .
Drankenness, the first and the most prominent
of the second class of crimes, which is now, occa-
sionally, allowed, and sometimes severely punish-

ed, should, at all times, be repressed, with some |

of the punishments marked out.for it, but never
without the sanction of a court martial. Trom 1ts
being thus constantly pumshed men Would have
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a firmer conviction that it was a vice, and ought
to be abstained from ; and no officers should be al-
lowed to encourage it by granting to the seamen
Iiberty-liquor as an indulgence.

There is, sometimes, a difficulty in provmn"
drunkenness by any other means than a positive
oath ; therefore, any man whom the officers sus-
pected of being drunk should be submitted to the
examination of the éurgeon, whose- evidence, un- '
less opposed by very numerous witnesses, or very
strong circumstances, should, at all -times, be de-
cisive. But, under a better system of laws, where
drunkenness was never encouraged by the same
authority that afterwards punishéd it, if the al-
lowance of grog was somewhatreduced, or, at least,
care taken to dilute it on going from a cold cli-
mate to a warm one, as the stimulating effect of
‘heilt is frequently sufficient, with their allowance
of.grog, to produce intoxication in a whole ship, I
certainly think drunkenness would seldom be wit-
nessed among seamen. '

There is no place in the world where personal
safety is so much endangered by intoxication as at
sea; and self-preservation has been said to be the
strongest law of nature; no place where the ne-
cessity of sobriety is so apparent to every man;
the safety of the ship, and all that she contains;
hls own; and hlS .country’s honour and reputation,
of which no '<'ulor was ever yet regardless,-depends
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‘upon his sobriety. With such powerful motives
for abstaining from drunkenness, if sailors weré
feft to the common feelings of our nature, unper
verted by despotism, but -enlightened by being
permitted to think, sobriety would be onée of the
distinguishing characteristics of the sailor.

If, after all, drunkenness should not disappeat,
the admiralty might order the captains to select
some man from each ship, who had been distin-
guished for bis sobriety, aitd, ds we know, that
praise misplaced is powerful enough ‘to create the
most glaring absurdities; as its love is particu-
larly strong in seamen, it may, surely, with pro-
priety, be made the auxiliary of so necessary a vir-
tue as sobriety ; médals, or some meed of the admi-
ralty’s approbation, should be bestowed upon these
men. A knowledge of this should be circula’céd
in every ship in the service ;.and their being held
up to naval society for imitation, would do more
for sobriety than all the flogging that can be used.
The remainder of the second class of crimes should

also be similarly punished, and their opposite vir-:

tues induced in the exact same way.

The want of cleanliness, so much complained
of, is solely engendered by the sloth attendant on
a state of mind bordering on despair. A voluhtary
and limite'd service, with rational laws, would
make this be heard of no more; but if'it did exist,
| 3p6dald be ‘subdued, 4itd cleanliness encourdged
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by the same means employed in quelling drunken-
ness. That want of alacrity, which is displayed
in not reefing, or not furling their sails well, and
which, when it exists, is visible in every maneu-
vre of their ships, arises from the sullen temper,
conscious of injuries impossible to be redressed ;
limited and voluntary service is the cffectual cure
for this. The simultaneous exertion necessary in
all evolutions with ships to do them well, must
have its source in the cheerful alacrity of volun-
tary obedience; and, to arrive at any sort of per-
fection, must flow from regulations on the part of
the officers; if, after that, and a proportionable
quantity of practice, any particular ship was com-
plained of, as generally negligent in performing her
necessary duties ; as this want of alacrity generally
prevails through the whole ship’s company, any
number of captains might be ordered by the admi-
ral or admiralty (to whorh ever the complaint
might have been made) to inspect the modes of
doing the duty in the ship complained of. If their
report went to censure the officer’s negligence, and
this'is the most general cause of want of alacrity,
after the evil temper produced by pressing, I think
it would be right they should be tried by a court
martial. If to condemn the people, the ship’s com=
pany should, by the admiralty or admiral, be repri-
m’and"éd"iff “public orders, and these read to every
ship’s comphtiy i the fleet; they should be'held
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up as unprofitable servants to their. country, and
as deservedly incurring-disgrace: In this manner
might all these deficiencies of duty be remedied,

if they should exist, with a voluntary service; my -

own opinion is, that then they would never be ex-
perienced. \

The necessity of the opposite vi 1tues> like so-
briety, must be apparent to every man. It is as
clear as possible, that, without cleanliness, shipé
cannot be healthy, nor can any man experience a
moment’s ease ; that, without the other excellen-
-cles,ships must frequently be captured or destroyed.
Never was there a place where obedience to one per-
son, directing all their efforts for the common good,
Is so visibly necessary as at sea; from the frequent
~ squalls and- sudden gales of wind, encountered

“thexe, whose ill effects, if not prevented, must de-
stroy the ship,—never ivas there a situation which

so much required diligence and alacrity. To these

-paramount necessities, and the well-known cha-
racter of our countrymen, aided by the sliglltést
attention to regularity on the part of the officers,
might seamen be implicitly left to produce all the
_virt'ues at present so rare. '.

There is, in most ships,.a written set of orders
for the daily direction of the seamen’s dufy and
conduct; from some of these a code of regulations
should be formed .and any person trespassmw on

. 'them, the captam shoqld be permltted to pumsh

157

but the manier should be exactly prescribed to

him, and should be known to all. These punish-

ments should never exceed ordering a man to in-
flict corporeal punishment when necessary, and
adjudged by :a court martial, wearing a label for
the day descriptive of the offence; a day’s priva-
tion of food or grog; a day’s solitary confinement,
or wearing a clog; being separately messed -from
the unoffending part of the people; and, by.all
these means, held up to shame? no man would be
found to trespass on laws that were well known,
and whose punishments were certain; for, on board
ship, detection is so sure, that no fallacious hopes
of escape could intice men to commit crimes.

And this power is all that is necessary for a cap-
tain ; is all that can benefit the service, or pro-
mote the good of the country; or, indeed, ulti-
mately produce his own happiness. There is ano-
ther way of leading to virtue in the seamen, whose
effects are admirable, but not sufficiently extend-
ed; it is that of having daily, weekly,, or monthly
bulletins from the captain, admiral, .or admiralty,
in proportion to their importance. 'These bulle-
tins, or public orders, should exist in every ship;
every man that was promoted to be a warrant officer,
with the particular virtue he was promoted for;
every punishment that-was.inflicted by a court
martial, and what was the crime, should be.told
the seamen .in "these; and they should. be ‘encou-.
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raged by the language of commendation, or of cen=
sure, to practise the one and avoid the other. All
national concerns should certainly be told them in

these bulletins; was a victory gained, authority -

should tell it them in the language of exultation,
'tempered with gratitude to the giver of all good ;
was a defeat suffered, they should be informed of
it, but without despair, relying on their ardent
courage to retrieve its ill effects. 'What has been
called an esprit de corps will also operate power-
fully on the sailors to practise virtues the indivi-
dual would never think of; were they in these
bulletins, as occasions offered, distinctly made to
understand how individual virtue or vice honour-
ed or disgraced their profession; were they con-
vinced that their own vices were, in some measure,
the reason assigned for keeping up a system of se-
verity so disgraceful to themselves and their coun-
try ; were they encouraged to take an interest in
the concerns. of that country, I know no virtues
sailors might not be taught to practise through in-
fluencing their opinions. '

But there is a miserable ambition among our su-
periors of governing too much ; it sees not. the
means of producing the obedience that springs from
opinion, and has hitherto stepped in and destroyed
all the virtues. the seamen’s situation would pro-

duce. Aiming at making them mere machines,:if -
has reduced t:he,m?}zelomﬂle.le;vel: of human beings, -
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and caused those evils it was its professed intens
tion to prevent. |

They have been insensible to the superior dig-
nity there is in governing men to governing mz-
chines; and they care not how despicable they
may make our people, that their small portion of
virtue.and abilities may fit them to.be our rulers.
When the captain was deprived of the power of
inflicting any but the lesser degrees of punishiment
when tribunals were established congeﬁial with
the feelings and character of our countrymen;
when what is called discipline was made agreeablc;
to the dictates of reason, was the navy then to re-
ceive as much praise as it has hitherto done? In-
stead of being obliged to press men to man our
fleets, we should have to reject the services of
many ; instead of taking Africans, and all sorts of
mb‘ble, we should have stout, able, and: willing-
Britons. . Combining these alterations with a li-
mited service, the government might get over their
fears, and rely upon the long-tried valour and zeal
of our countrymen voluntarily to defend them-
selves. If they will not, then their cohntry is not
worthy of being defended. The pain of her being
captured and destroyed, by her worst enemy, ics
.not equal to the anguish which ensues from press-
ing and flogging: the one would cause a terrible,
?)ut'a momentary pain; the other is a never-ceas- -
ing, heart-destroying misery; but I feel from my
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own heart, and a knowledge of my:countrymen,
that they would defend her; such an: opinion
is supported by every event in our history, and
they are the vile calumniators of my country who
doubt it; they are the base assassins of that by
which she is emincnt among nations,—her mo.ral
reputation ; they-arc the people who seek to build
up a throne of despotism, upon thg altars of that
" vice they encouragé, by suppésing us capiable iOf
committing it. ' o .
Under the impression of such opinions, I sl?all
propose 2 scheme of limited service that W%H give
the seamen their liberty without unmanning our

fleets. If the rulers of our country will not adopt’

it, let my countrymen be but convinced there %s
truth and reason in. it, and the knowledge that is
fast spreading its beneficial effects throughout the
community, will give sufficient strength to the
gradual progress of opinion, to make it or some-
thing like it be adopted. - 1 shall first of all devote
a few pages to the better education of our offi-

cers. -
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.- CHAP. XI

The better Education of Officers.

THOUGH taking from officers the vast and
unnecessary power they now possess, will tend
to make them feel the value of improvement ;
yet, as captains must frequently have a ‘discre-
tionary power of acting, where the interests and
honour of their country are concerned; as they
may, more than any other race of men, have, the
power to suggest improvements in its commerce ;
as the best interests of this commerce are fre-
quently committed entirely to their protection ; as
they are, sometimes, placed in situations where
negotiation is necessary; and, as by their conduct,
they have frequent opportunities of making im-
pressions on the minds of foreigners, which may
ultimately . tend either to bénefit or injure our
country : better education is for them absolutely

' necessary.

At present it appears requisite that officers
should go to sea at the age of thirteen; this is
not because six long years are required to learn a
man to-fulfil the duties of ‘a lieutenant ; they may
be learnt 'Better' than they are now - known in two
years-at’ the' most & but, it'is because every man,

M
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who goes to sea, late in life, is observed to feel a
repugnance for the service, which prevents him
properly executing his duties; with a better sys-
tem this repugnance would not exist. As I believe
it arises wholly from the opposition of the prescnt
discipline to the ideas of liberty and happiness
acquired on shore; ideas which the boy has but
imperfectly learnt, and he grows up with the

knowledge to be procured in the navy, and Is

therefore satisfied with whatever is there in ex-
istence ; I should therefore say, sixteen years of
age is quite early enough for young men to go to
sea, when they should be obliged to possess a
specific quantity of knowledge before they were
permitted to enter. . Property could alone procure
this knowledge, -and this is the influence it ought

to possess—this it can buy. Their emoluments
should be very small till they were nineteen, or -

had served three years, when they should be cer-
tain of receiving a commission, because they have
acquired a right, to be afterwards explained, of
subsistence. :

Ifit is still thought necessary to send them to
sea so young as they now go, their parents should
wholly provide for them, and pay all the expences of
their education, till they were sixteen; and till-that
age, they should never be.suffered to do any duty
that in any way involved command.. - The duties
they now have. to do,  would,* under. a..bettersys-
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tem, not be 'in existence, as they wholly arise

from that .suspicious mistrust the officers have of

the men. The Admiralty have partly began a bet-

ter system of education, by combining the offices

of schoolmaster and clergyman ; but, as these men

require an excellent education, and as in early

life they are accustomed to enjoy, and to look up

for the comforts of existence; as their situation

on board ship must be hlaterially different to what

they would have enjoyed on shore; as they share

not in the rewards bestowed on successful ceu-
rage, their situation "is yet hardly good enough to

tempt men of abilities to accept it. It should be

made better by ensuring to them, after a certain

period of service, comfortable situations in some

part of our immense church establishment. They

should also have entrusted to them the power of
punishing or rewarding their scholars, without

the interference of the captain. One effectual

part of this power, and what I should think would -
be fully sufficient, would be leaving to the school-

master’s discretion, without conﬁning them to a

few months of either side of the three years, to

pronounce, when their pupils had attained know-

ledge to fit-them for command.

To commence this part of their duties would
doubtless be eagerly sought for; their own con-
duct would facilitate or retard it; they would be
respectful and obedient to their master, . because it

M 2 '
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. therto been derided as useless, despised as super-

~ fluous, and treated with contempt as a hindrance
to advancement; but, 1 hope, better days are
: coming, when officers will be themselves sensi-

‘depended upon his decision. = The better educa-
tion wanted for these. officers, and which of course
their-masters should be able ‘to teach them, is a
knowledge of the present state of the feelings of

TR

ble of the value of knowledge; when, instead of
being forbidden to think (as they now often are),
they will be encouraged to it; as advantageous to
the country, as.the noblest prerogative of our.na-
ture, and the -greatest distinction between man

mankind, of the languages most comrmonly in use,
and of the sciences connected with their profes-

sion, .
Tt is that manly kind of knowledge which

gives energy to talents, which creates virtuous
and honourable conduct, which on shore prevents
them being evaporated in love sonnets, frittered
away in critiscims, or foundered in horse-racing ;
that on board ship teachies nobler employments
than j)lacing blocks, leading ropes, or polishing
“iron, and prevents idleness heating the imagina-
tion into tyr‘anﬁy; that is absolutely wanted to
make naval “captains properly execute their du-
ties. © To promote knowledge amongst officers,
libraries might be established at the different naval
stations; such things already exist among the
naval officers of every division, and among the
military officers at Gibraltar and Malta.  If-these
were countenanced by government for us, if they
would furnish the building, our own pecuniary -
means would do all the rest; and they w.puld; at

and brutes.

~ Nothing can so effectually make knowledge de-
sirable, or be so strong a stimulus to its acquisi-
tion, as abolishing the compulsory mode of doing
naval duties ; then men will feel they will be re-
spected, and willingly obeyed, in proportion as
they merit it; the reputation of a smart officer
will then, probably, depend upon a man’s virtues,
and then talents and abilities will not be deprived,
as 'they now are, of their legitimate reward—
prazse. '

With this better education there will be a ne-
cessity- better to provide for officers, since the
world bestows much respect and praise on dignity
of appearance; since the character of the country
frequently depends upon the appearance her repre-
sentatives make among foreigners, captains should
be enabled to support a dignity of appearance.

. Since the necessary-education for captains, .and
since the situation-of a lieutenant, gives:.men

-all times, be a refuge from that perfect idleness
-which now on shore tempts us to dissipation,: -and
they would materially benefit.the country. s

. -Unfortunately, in the navy, knowledge ‘has *hi-
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wants, which in the individual would never have
existed, " it becomes those who have created them
by their encouragement, to afford us the means of
gratifying them, or restore us to that situation,
where they would never bave been created.

It is distinctly stated, by Doctor Paley, in his
Moral Philosophy, that any conduct towards ano-
ther which excites expectations, is as much a
promise as the most express declarations, and
creates as great an obligation.—Vide Moral Philo-
sophy, page 128, vol. 1. Can any person believe
thdt there is not a tacit promise upon the part
of the country, that lieutenants shall be promoted
if they do not behave ill? Is it not clearly exem-
plified in the country making no other provision
for us but this promotion ? Is the pay of a leute-
nant superior to the pittance daily labour acquires
in our country, and is not their situation one re-,
quiring some dignity_bf appearance ! Are they
not exposed to more numerous privations and
hardships, in the service of the country, than falls to
the lot of similar classes of our community? Does
not the waste of the early part of their life, in ac-
quiring the knowledge to fit them for this situa-
tion, completely unfit them for every other em-
ployment? Is-it not heart-breaking to be accus-

tomed, on board ship, to.every sort of superiority;
and, when on -shore, where , wealth is-the only -

distinction of rank; or the means that connects
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society, -to be degraded to ‘the very lowest classes
of our . fellew-creatures, or shut oneself up in
anchorite obscurity ? Is not a promise of promo-
tion the means employed to promote industry in
our profession, for our country reaps the fraits of

our labours ? Is the right to promotion not clearly’

exemplified in its occasionally being given to.a
few of the eldest lieutenants ? I think it has also
been expressly declared, by some of our senators,
as an excuse for not increasing our pay, that we
had promotion to look to as areward. Ifthis then
is our only reward, if we are deprived by educa-
tion of other means of seeking an honourable sub-
sistence, andif we are taught by the praise, soci-
ety has bestowed upon us, to seek its applause in
preference to every other good ; to deprive us of
this right to promotion, to take from us the only
means we have of acquiring this applause, must
be the height of cruelty and injustice ; ‘it is no I(_ESS
than encouraging us, by promises, to employ our
time in the prosecution of a particular object;
and when we are complétely unfitted for other oc-
cupations, when we are completely at the mercy
of our rulers to deprive us of our reward, for
claiming this right in the manly language of a Bri-
ton, for refusing to ask itas a favour. Naval cus-
tom, ‘as interpreted by maval captains, have pu- -
nished me; but-I shall now shew to the public,

" by demonstrative: evidence, that such punishment
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is not less destructive of my individual happiness,

than it is of the public.good. It will remain with
‘them to support or abolish such illegal customs:
I have done my duty in resisting them.

I apprehend, narrow asthe principle of self love

has been called, it-is the sole motive for the ac-

tions ‘of -human beings ; that the desire of happi-
ness of one kind or andcther, or a wish to escape
dreaded punishments, is the universal incitement
to action, exclusive of the many solid arguments
which Tearned men have advanced to support this
opinion. It alone is the motive employed by the
gospel to lead mankind to virtue; every indivi-
dual is there taught that he is to do good, and shun
evil, to promote his own individual happiness.
Had there.been any other motives, would they not

" have been employed by him who so well -knew

how.we are made ? - Indeed, to assert that any hu-
man being acts without any intention of adding to
his own happiness, either now or hereafter, ap-
pears not less absurd than to assert an effect exists
without a cause. Now, surely, the hopé of hap-
piness hereafter can seldomr cause those greater
exertions, and submission to those greater priva-
tions which are required of naval people.  Every
man knows that the greater part of all military
efforts take place from some hope of happiness
here;:. they are produced by expecting the praise

of'society,: or by the hope:of bettering:ouricondi-..
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tion ; and that ‘these military: or naval efforts are

absolutely necessary for the preservatlon of every

state, and -for ours in particular.  Society has

been generally benefitted in proportion, as its re-

wards for the production of virtues have been cer-

tain.. Surely, the quiet obedience, thediligent
application, and the occasional arduous duties of
the lieutenant, are absolutely necessary; and. as
they cannot be produced in a Christian community,
by any hopes of heavenly happiness, it is mani-
festly the interest of society to reward them. I
have before shewn that promotion is the lieute-
nant’s,reward, and to deprive -him of it, and of
every hope-of enjoy,_ir_lg.it, is to take from him
every motive for performing those duties which so
materially benefit the community: as far then as
utility is concerned, there is a moral obligation on
society to fulfil the promises held forth to lieute-
nants. Though no man. believes more than 1 do
in the efficacious power of praise, in bestowing an
earthly 1‘eward, pfaise is not the -lieutenant’s lot;
he is punished should he neglect the duties of a
gaoler, and society marks that situation as one of
dishonour and disgrace, should he repose an un-
suspecting confidence in a British seaman, a man
engaged in the same cause as himself; and should
the man: deceive hlm, naval customs, asmterpreted
by. naval captams, severely punish the lieutenant:

.there can be no honour.or any praisein this. Lieute-
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-nants are exposed, after years of service, to the m-
temperate, rebuking, and heart-breaking language
of a . boy, whom interest has made his captain,
from being a youngster under his orders; praise,
therefore, is.not the lieutenant’s lot, and the na-

tion may thank our rulers, should they come for-

ward in a body and demand greater pecuniary re-
wards, for customs are established in the navy
through the ignorance of our superiors, which
take from them their honourable feelings ; which
take from them that praise so '~conspicuous a part
of their legitimate reward for exertion, and creates
‘a necessity for greater pecuniary emoluments as
an indirect road to it.
.. Had our country made a provision for lieute-
mnants as they grow old, I might have thought a
right of promotion did not exist ; as they have made
no provision of this kind, they have left it clear to
.every man that it doés; nor would it ever have
been doubted, but for the absurd prodigality of our
rulers, who, by multiplying, without any neces-
sity,: the number of officers, have created an ap-
parent impossibility of gratifying us all. The
bounty of our country has been ample to the navy,
* but they have spread it abroad over so large a sur-
“face, that it:has failed to fertilize any part ;- indeed,
it.is:lamentably astonishing, that, with rewards in
its.;possession, no individual can have to bestow,.

every. inferior.:department -of government service .
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should teem with dissatisfz}ction; and it can arise
from nothing but the improvident waste of the le-
gal and beneficial patronage the country has vested
in the crown. Perfectly convinced that I have
this right to promotion, I never will resign it; it
may be taken from me, as it has, but I never will
acquiesce in it, or ask its restoration as a favour,
convinced that such acquiescence or solicitation is
immoral, and an injury to society. This must not
be narrowed, by being called a military question,
and left for the executive power to decide ; it has
the right of commanding us, but not the right of
punishing us; and, assyming it in the military
power, it may assume it in the civil, and thus lay
waste the dearest rights of civilized society. In this
question there is a wide distinction between our
country and our rulers; the first has provided pro-
motion as our reward ; the last take it from us;
with it they gratify themselves and their friends,
and sacrifice the good of the country to their ava-
rice ; and, in resisting this usurpation of our rights,
2 man resists the few, and supports the virtues
and the cause of many.

The apparent interest of our rulers and of
our country is frequently in opposition; the
first know that they are but tenants at will,
and . many of them care. not. how much they

“injure. the estate,: in- order to. enjoy ‘a: little

present - wealth:.and: power ; 'they .heed not; that ~
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.themselves and their children-must, ultimately;
live by its produce. Could the question be ex-
amined, in all its bearings, upon individual happi-

ness, the good of the country, and the real good of

the individual are always the same. Had lieute-
nants long ago resisted this power in the Admiralty

‘of taking from them their promotion; the country

would long ago have seen the necessity there is to
provide for them; and from that it-would have
clearly resulted, that bounds would have been set
to the power of the admiralty to make as many

officers as they please; and we should not now .

have had a naval list of 180 admirals, 798 captains,
595 commanders, 3227 lieutenants, besfdes Su-
perannuated officers of all classes, when the coun-
try only employs, afloat, about 35 admirals, 350
posﬁ-‘captains, 900 commanders, and 1900 lieute-
nants, and never can want or employ the sixth
part of the remainder. I could not furnish a more
demonstrative proof of the virtue there is in re-
sistance than this, since not only the moral cha-
racter, but the pecuniary means of the country
would have been materially improved by it.

- When, in the navy list, I see names that have
never been heard of enjoying the half-pay: of the re-
rspective ranks to which they belong, ‘at the fate
of 2l.—11. 10s. 6d.—11. 9s5..6d.—12s. 10s. or 8s."a
day, I cannot wonder at the country’s just com-
plaint of expence ;. nor-at-the. excessive: dissatis- -

1

178
faction too generally and too justly manifested by
the.subordinate classes of officers. .- It is not right:
it should be concealed, that the greater part of this
list consists of men who have owed their elevation
to the influence of property alone; and here, the
rewards appropriated by our country are taken, by
our rulers, from virtuous endeavours, and given to
vicious inactivity. ~Another instance of the un-
just and.injurious influence of property ; for 1t ab-
solutely (though the proportion may be' ever so
small) takes from the daily labourer to give to the
idle gentleman. . A principle of reformation that
wants immediately. applying to officers is, that
when they had discontinued serving, their emolu-
ments should not increase,—that is, they should

‘have no more than the half-pay they enjbyed when

they last served; but now a man is ‘made a post-

- captainat an early age; he serves a short- time,

or, perhaps, not at all, yet his half-pay .goes on,
increasing from eight to ten and twelve shillings a
day. With ;a véry small portion of servitude, he

. receives his flag; and, without any further s_ervicc,

his emoluments’ continue to increase, till he -re-
ceives from the country &éwo pounds a day; and it
is possible this man may have never served his
.country above seven:yearé, six of which he was a
boy, and was-a burden, not a service. 1t is arule
in. the navy;: that: officers- receive half paj:ih pro-
portionsto thelmsem ity on:cthe. half-pay-list;
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this might have been very well had no more offi-
cers ever been made than employed ; but, from the
present increased list, and from those who stay on
shore being likely to live longest, they who render
the least service to their country are likely to re-
ceive the greatest rewards. ,

 The constitutional mode of preventing all this
is, by the house of commons appropriating. certain
sums for the payment of a certain number of each
class of officers, as many as the service might want,
then no more could be promoted than paid.

~ As the soul of the military profession is the
hope of bettering your condition, my opinion is,
that lieutenants pay does not want to be increas-
ed, but they want a certainty of provision ensured
to them ; it is sufficient for a young man of nine:
teen, just beginning the world, but it will not sup-
ply the wants of age; it is as much as a man who
has been brought up at the expence of the coun-
try can ask, but it is not enough for him who has
spent his life in its service; it is-abundant to sup-

ply the wants of the boy, but it will not provide
for the man. Our country has, evidently, left pro- -

motion to do this, and fully to ensureit to all the
lieutenants: I should say, that those employed
might, with benefit to the service, and great advan-
tage to the country, be reduced in all ships one-half.

‘The duties they now have to do are not, the duties.
‘of faen: of-education’; but education is absolutely. '
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necessary to make a captain. The greater part of
them spring from that distrust which exists of the
men, but which would not be known with a volun-
tary service; they are the duties of guards and up-
per workmen, and belong, with much greater pro-
priety, to that class of men knotwn as petty officers.

Another principle of reformation that wants im-
mediately applying to the navy, is to forbid more
than a certain number of young men being allowed
as midshipmen ; for it is now evidently impossible
for the country to provide for them all.

It is cruelly unjust to encourage them by hopes
which can never be fulfilled; to waste the seed-
time of life in pursuing unprofitable knowledge,
that, when they possess it, only unfits them for
other occupations ; indeed, by permitting them to
spend their youth in the scrvice, the country be-
comes pledged to provide for them by the tacit
promises of its rulers; and, as to provide for them
all must be utterly impossible, the good faith of
the country becomes sacrificed by the inattention
or neglect of its rulers. There are many young
gentlemen, just entering the service, who should,
in justice, be sent back to their friends; for the

country cannot provide for those who are already’

its servants. . There is an apparent and an ungene-
fous aim by this unnecessary introduction of young
men ; it-is to make-all more slavishly dependant:
The service'gives us numerous wants which e
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can gratify no where e]s'e; and, as-our superiors
have the -power of employing us or not; they have
" the means of depriving us of an honourable sub-
sistence, and, consequently, a very strong hold of
our fears, to compel us to do every thing, how-
ever unworthy ; and its end will be the reduction
of men, whose souls ought to be sensibly alive
to the praisc of society, to a compleat state of de-

pendant pauperism. \Vhethcr‘this, when com-

bined with the destruction of the seamen’s enero'y .

by the existing system of cruelty, will produce d
frame of mind capable of defending our country,
of bearing hardships, and of winhing victories at
sea, appears to me not at all doubtful. It may
conquer the slaves of a military despot, like Bona-
parte, but will inevitably fail when opposed to the
free-born.sons of America.
gradfttlon is what I cannot submit to; I must
have a conviction, that my life is useful to make
existence bearable; I must feel'that my exertions
- entitle me to subsistence, and that it does not de-
" pend upon the arbitrary will of others, for.I can-
not live upon the eleelnosyﬁqry smiles of any men.

Indeed, I cannot find a single motive for submis-

sion to so great a degradation. Neither religion

_nor morality furnish me with any; it is destructive
of the virtue and happiness of my country, and

dreadfull_y pernicious to my individual good. :Fear .
T mlght teqch me submission; but the princi pal end.

For my part, this de-
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of a sailor’s education is to teach him, that fear is
the most short-sighted and base of all motives for
action. A

To me, contending for slavery appears to be a
vice; when seeking the enemies of my country, I
must know that I am serving its cause, and the
cause of morality and liberty ; that I am its ho-
nourable servant, not the menial of my superiors ;
and if they will interpose between me and my
country, and require me to act in’ opposi’tion to
that country’s interest; if they labour to reduce
me to their tool, they take from -me what can be
my only, (and, I suppose, every reflecting man’s)
rational motives for-fighting; they deprive me of
some of the dearest privileges of an English-
man; and the same principle, followed from 1ts
beginnings,—self-defence, which could justify me
to resist, with all my rriight, the French despot, is
more imperative on me legally to resist oppression
at home, in as much as the danger is more certain
and evident. '
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CHAP. XII.
Limited Servece.

J%S pressing appears to exist for no other reason,
but, (as children say) because it does, it wants
nothihg to-make it totally unnecessary but @-sim-
ple declaration on the part of the legislature, that

it'is 50 ; and reconciling the naval service to our

ideas'of justice and happiness. I have showi how
the last may be easily accomphshed by the -esta-
blishment of tribunals, deserving our confidence,
and by taking from. captains. the power of punish-
niént. More fully to accomplish the first, a-legis-
tative enactment should nmnedlately take place,
abolishing pressing, and establishing the improve-
" fnents mentioned ; and, as a'farther inducement for
Britons to servetheircountry, limited service should
be authorised under the following regulations:

A twelvemonth after this'legislative enactment,
all the men who had served their country twenty-
one years, from and after the age of twenty,
should be entitled (if they pleased) to their im-
“mediate discharge, and should, at their own
choice, be entitled to and receive the in or-out
pension of Greenwich Hospital. If the funds of
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that place are not rich enough (but I believe they
are) to answer this purpose, and others afterwards
mentioned, they must be made adequate by the
country. If these men were pleased to continue at
sea, and I think every one would, whose health
and strength permitted, they should be allowed to
do so, if fit for service; but no farther reward
than one of the pensions of the hospital should beé
given them, whenever they chose to retire;
twenty-onc years after the age of twenty is long
enough for the country to claim of any man; and
few men are ft for much active service, as a sailor,
at that period of life.

" I have no means of ascertaining what number of
men of this description there are in the service ;
but I should not suppose they can exceed the
complement of one frigate; and should the volun-
tary service not cause many to enter before the
end of a year, the deficiency of disposable force
from this class of men would be very small; there-
fore, from trying such an experiment, no injury
would result to the country. From a twelvemonth,
as before stated, all the men who had served four-
teen years and upwards, from and after the age of
twenty, should be entitled to their immediate dis-
charge, but without any sort of reward, it being
left to themselves to stay or go, and, of course,
having the same-claims as the first-mentioned class
of men, after their period of: twenty-one years

N2
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servitude. I do not wish strictly to confine the
henefits of Greenwich to men who have served

twenty-onc years, but certainly no men should be
admitted to them, who had served less than four-
teen years, unless he had received some injury in
the service.

Under the xmpxovcd system of dlscxphne few

men who had scrved fourteen years would quit the
service without a pension, when, by remaining in
it, they would be surc to receive one at the end
of seven years, and should also receive-it at any
period between the fourteen and twenty-one years,
when they might, from a survey of medical men,
‘be deemed unfit for service. These men should
also, for a reason, and in a proportion, to be after-
wards assigned, receive an increase of pay. ‘From
these inducements to remain in the service, 1
should apprehend but a very small loss of men
from this class ; butI am wholly unable to estimatg
the -amount.

By the end of two years, from this legislative
enactment, experience will clearly shew whether
our people will voluntarily serve their country or
not; if they would not, perhaps the safety of the
country might make it absolutely necessary, that
no more men should be dischdrged ; but of this I
have not the slightest fear, and if they . did volun-

tarily come forward at the end of two years, all the

men who had served ten -years, from and after the

exa,
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age of twenty, should then be entitled to theirdis-
charge without any reward, staying if thiey pleased.
At the end of three years, all the men who had
served seven ‘years, from and after the age of
tweaty, should, in like manner, be entitled to their
discharge. This should include alt the boys and
young men now serving, who should, when they

arrived at their twenty-seventh year, (if the war

continued so long) be entitled to their discharge.

With a voluntary service, no man not brought
up as a sailor should be permitted to enter, for the
first time, after the age of twenty five. 1 do not
even apprehend, at the commencement of a war,
there would be any occasion to deviate from this;
for, under a better system of discipline, the mduce-
ments to enter would be so strong, that there
would be always an abundance of young men;
neither should men, brought up to the sea, be per-
mitted to enter the service, for the first time, after
the age of thirty; there might be a necessity to
break through-this regulation at the commence-
ment of a war, but at no other time. We abso-
lutely bring our service into disrepute by holding
it ourselves so cheap, as admitting the aged, the
lame, the halt, and the blind into it, when it pos-
sesses advantages superior to any private service
for'Jabouring men in the community.

It would not be advisable to adopt recruiting
parties for the ‘mavy; they are an immense ex-
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pence, and, I should think, perfectly useless. If
the broad principle of population is at-all true, that
countries are always fully peopled up to the means
of their subsistence, .there will always be just as
many men to eat the naval provisions, with a vo-
luntary service, as now, and, indeed, more, unless
it can possibly be supposed, that the increased
~ pleasure, which will result to men from a volun-
tary service, should prevent, instead of inducing

e T . . .
them to serve. The government, therefore, only-

require the means of providing these provisions,
and they may safely rely pron the courage and zcal
of our countrymen going to sea to consume them.
As men, who have the slightest hope of bettering
their condition, from coming to London, always
find their way, those who wished to enter the ser-
vice from any inland parts of the country, would
certainly find their own way to the nearest naval
~depot; and, doubtless, many bosoms would ar-
dently wish it, as an honour, instead of thinking
it, as they now do, the last refuge from despair.
Naval depots are already established at all the prin-
cipal sea-ports of the united kingdom, and would
want no alteration, except being deprived of their
prisons. Careshould betakento spread a knowledge
of these depots throughout the kingdom. I shall af-
terwards point out a proper means of doing it; but
I just wish to call the attention of the public to

the immense expence which arises, in very part.of .

i83-

our military service, in every part of our countryy
from this utter want of confidence the government
have of the people, arising, apparently, from that
most base, most destructive of all motives for hu-
man actions,—fear. Such a want of confidence is
contradicted by every event of our history, by
every sort of experience, and, therefore, cannot be
produced by reflection, nor is 1t supported by rea-
son. I defy any man to find one instance, in the
history “of our country, ‘that can be urged as a
proof of a want of will in.our countrymen zealously
to defend it, or zealously to support that glorious
constitution so much our pride; but this expence
is the exalted policy there is in injustice. These
are the sublime effects of that incomprehensibility
of conduct in our great men which lesser folks can-
not understand ; this is what 18 peculiarly deno-
minated policy, which requires a man’s whole life
to learn, and then he knows it but imperfectly.
To me it appears 2 vile submission to the worst

passions of our nature, uninstructed by experience,

and unenlightened by reflection, where that green-
eyed monster,—jealousy, fear, pale and trembling,
wrinkled anxious avarice, and violent and stormy
anger, alone direct the actions ; ‘and policy will be-
come infinitely more perfect when the common
rules of morality, when the simple, but sublime
precepts of the gospel; to fear God, but love our
neighbour, shall direct the actions iof our-great

.l
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men ; neither do the ill effects of this want of con-
fidence stop at the greater waste it causes of our
pecuniary means, but it wastes our 4physical
strength.

All the recruiting parties now employed in the
united kingdom, had our rulers reposed confi-
dence in us, might have been aiding Marquis Wel-
lington ; indeed, I should say, that three-fourths
of our militia, as they are, apparently, embodied
but to keep us in awe, might have been employed

in the same service; proper means being taken to

“influence their opinions, they would have volun-
tarily gone; the remainder of our people could
have defended éur country from invasion. Do we
not live secure, protected by the efforts of our gal-
lant sailors ; and where is the Briton, who, having
a musquet or a rifle placed in his hands by the go-
vernment, would not have been inspired to ex-

" ertion by such confidence; who would not have

manned a battery, or flown to a post assigned him,

at a moment of danger, and died in defence of that

liberty such confidence would have given him a

double pleasure in? The immense expence which

now attends our military, and with confidence in us,

a useless staff-establishment at home, joined with

that caused by recruiting, would have furnished -

Marquis Wellington’s military chest, and have
placed him, without any additional taxes upon
the people, at the head of 150,000 brave. Emhsh
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troops; with such a force he would long since
have cleared the peninsula. ‘

The Emperor of the French, vast as his means
are, must have given his attention at home, when
assailed by these troops, joined by the Spanish na-
tion. He could not have reposed confidence in
his people; for he governs them but by the tervor
of military authority. The Emperor of Russia
might have remained quietly at peace, with ho-
nour, or repressed insults, with a certainty of suc-
cess, while England, exalted upon a throne of just
confidence in her people, and supported by mo-
rality and virtue, might have dealt out liberty and

_comparative happiness to all mankind; might have

been regarded with reverence, as the arbitress of
the fate of the world ; might long since have given
mankind the blessings of peace, and thus have pro-
moted the purposes of its God. But all thisis
prevented by a simple want of confidence in the
people, which is as absurd as it is pernicious. For
what, or for whom, let me ask, do we fight? Isit
for the sake of the happiness which may accrue to
the soil that we defend it? or is it, that we may
enjoy its produce and its blessings? Can it be for
our rulers we are called upon to shed our blood ?
There has not been, for years, many public men
who, at once, have ,commanded my reverence
and esteem by their talents and integrity. To say
T am to fight for such people, is to tell me I'am to
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eommit murder; it is neither the soil then, nor our
.rulers, for whom we contend, but it is for our
people; and jt is evidently their interest to defend
themselves ; is it not, then, as absurd as it is per-
nicious to suppose men will not attend to their own
interest ? .

To return to our naval subject; no man should
be permitted to enter for less than three years or
more than seven ; as.some little time is necessary
to learn men their duties, thejr cannot be taken for
less than three years, neither would it do for fo-
reign stations. :

There is a hopelessness attends mankind when
‘they look forward to a long period, without a pros-
pect of change, that impedes exertion ; and this is
very strong at sea, for our attention is not occu-
pied by a thousand little daily improvements, and
daily wants, which people on shore have, and can

_gratify ; therefore I would not permit a longer pe-
tiod than seven years at one time. Bounties, as
at present, should he given to all men at their first
entrance into the service. If experience should
prove that they were wanted, to induce men a se-
cond time to enter the service, they should again
be given ; but I think, with the increased pay now
to be proposed, bounties at the second entering
would not be wanted. It may, perhaps, be said,';.
that our country cannot afford greater pecuniary
‘tewards for ‘the ‘seamen ; these who support such

‘187

.an’ opinion are interested men. --When they, satis-

fied with the pleasure possessing power gives, shall’
serve their country for nothing, instead of taking
many thousands to themselves and bequeathing
them in reversion to their descendants, 1 shall
think they have a right to compel the lower classes
of the people to labour for nothing; to fight for
and defend their country, and be satisfied ‘with
their food.

The principal employment of sailors is common
labour, it requires little abilities and .no know-
ledge but what the most common people possess.
Therefore the wages of labour in other parts of
our society should be the criterion for paying sea-

men. . These are good when they permit a labourer

to bring up a family, have the necessaries of life
and some few of its luxuries. ‘No man who

knows how abject poverty debases mankind, who .

loves his country, would wish that they should
ever have less. In estimating how seamen are
to be paid, itis to be remembered, that food and
lodging, those principal necessaries of life, are
provided for them. Their present pay provides a
single man comfortable clothes, and some even of
the luxuries of life. But as it is evidently for
the good of society that our labouring people
should, with economy, be enabled to rear a small
family, a sailor’s situation as they belong to the

labouri»ngr;classuof pébple, ‘should a]sp he made
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able to do it. They want something of this kind
to attach them to their country and maké them
citizens as well as sailors. I should therefore say
that the pay is enough for the first seven years,

they might serve their country ; after being twenty -

years of age, the next seven it should be increased
one - half; after serving fourteen it should be
doubled, and not farther augmented. The sea-
man’s pay is now about eighteen pounds a year.
Then after serving his country fourteen years it
would amount to thirty-six pounds, not a very
greatsum, but sufficient, with an industrious wife,
to rvear'd small family. »

As a farther encouragement for men to volun--

teer for the service, those sifuations they now look
up to as rewards should be made better. The
time necessarily occupied by the seamen in Jabour
must prevent their acquiring that knowledge I
‘deem so indispensable to make a man agood cap-
tain; this is a situation therefore that should not
be open to the sailor’s ambition:#* but those that

*® It is not meant that the cotilltry should not, In a public man~
ner, reward .signal services in the séamen by this promotion ;
indeed, I think they should, but when they do it, they should tell
it officially 1o all the nation. There now exisls a custom in the
navy of captains and admirals promoting favourite quarter-masters

-and coxwains to the rank of midshipmen and lieutenants; it is

this which should be utterly forbid, as the reward is not bestowed

for services that benefit the country, but some that have gratiﬁe&'

_the individual ; neither are these rewards made public, they con~-"-

“sequently excite no diligence nor produce any emulation,
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are should be improved and filled with no persons
but them. No disappointed midshipmen should
receive warrant officers’ situations, they should
wholly be filled with men from before the mast.
Warrant officers are men raised from amongst
workmen to direct their efforts, and they havealarge
portion of responsibility : as they cannot fill these
situations till they have arrived at mature years,
I think they should have sufficient pay to enable
them to rear decently a small family, and-as they
have much responsibility their pay ought to be
increased at least one-half in every rate of what
they now receive. . ‘
'i’he boatswains’ mates when not made the In-
struments of punishment, will be pe.tty officers
highly respected, and their situations will bfa mu'ch
desired ; they should have a small pecuniary in-
crease, and should look up to the situation o? a
warrant officer as their reward, which captains
coxwains, (alias their extra servant) should no
longer be allowed to fill. These are the men
whom I should say ought to have the greater part
of the duty to do, which 15 now the portion of
the lieutenant. Yor to me it appears absurd to
take men into the service, educate them as and as-
sociate them with gentlemen, and then give them
the duties of upper workmen to do. .
The consequence is that the gentleman requires
as much as four.of these upper workmen, and the




T As ‘the ‘same distinction of landsmen, able, and -
- ‘ordinary seamen would - exist then as now,’ he
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service is made more expensive without being-s6
efficient ; and what now 1s received with dissatis-
faction by gentlemen sent into the service by the
influence of property, would amply satisfy not
only these upper workmen, ° but the warrant
officers. ' : ‘ '
When the number of lieutenants were reduced,
their duties should comprise all that requires edu=

cation ; they should attend to signals, to the ship’s’

navigation ; they should arrange all the stations of
the men, and perform many duties too minute to
need enumeration. The boatswains mates should
not be deprived of their places by their captain,
s that would be a power of punishment; but
such a mark of disgrace might with propriety
be ordered by the legislature to be inflicted,
should they be guilty of any of the second class of
offences. Butin all vacancies captains should fill
them from their own people, uncontrouled by any
'authbrity in their appointments; but never per-
mitted to give these situations to any man but one
who had served his country at least three years.
The other petty officers should have their pay in-
ereased like the men’s, in proportion to their ser-
vice. 4

‘Besides making men petty officers the captain
has another way of rewarding people.
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might make men from one to the other, which
would be'a much greater incitement to them. dili-
gently to ledrn their duties than all the terror
that can ‘be employed. - The captain will not
trespass too much on this power of rewar'ding, as,
should he make too many, he would be liable to
lose a part of his best seamen. Instead of the
captain being then, as he now is, the source “of
terror, be would be the fountain of honour ; and
as the hope of good is more powerful than the
fear of evil, he would be as much more re-
spected. . '
As a still farther encouragement for-men fo
serve in the fleet, and not a very expensive one,
all fathers who might be obliged to receive support
from their parish, and who 'had lost in their coun-
try’s service a son, who might probably ‘have res-
cued his old age from painful or dishionourable
dependance, should have a right to receive, at his
own option, the'in or out pension of Greenwich.
All wives, whose husbands had perished in the
service, should'in like manner receive 2 pension
from Greenwich. All children, who had lost their
fathersin the service, should kave a positive right
to national assistance. 1 know they already can
receive parish support, and the charity of my
country has provided other funds for them, but the

firstof those is deservedly dishonourable, the other
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is dependant, and their support should be neither.
There may be many people who will say it is im-
possible to do these things, they will be liable to
2 multitude of impositions. To them I can answer,
if there was a certainty of their fears being realised,
it cannot make the practice of justice on the part
of my country less necessary, Or less a virtue to
punish those who impose upon you, but on that
account do not unjustly punish all.

With these encouragements to voluntary service
should our people- be negligent in coming forward,

the first departure from liberty should' be 'tor

abridge the luxury of few, not take every blessing
of existence from many. ,

The legislature should forbid any man, except
for agricultural or ‘manufactural purposes to” keep
more than two men servants ; and they should pre-
vent any man able to work from receiving parish
support. From these things an abundance of men
would be in idleness, who, rather than commit
crimes or starve, would voluntarily serve their
country. If after this, men were still wanted,
pressing applied indiscriminately to every man in
the nation might be just; till then, I shall never
cease to think it alike unjus"g and unnecessary, as
alike destructive of morality and freedom.

To the system of limited service, it will be

objected, that our.ships from -changing their .
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men will never be disciplined; and that we shall

never, have any good seamen ; they will always be

in the merchant service.
The first objection now frequently exists. By
desertion and other’ causes ships have often been

. known to have nearly changed their whole com-

panies in a twelve month; yet these ships have
ot been found undisciplined when the- officers
have been disposed to attend to their duaties.

This objection will have less force when applied
to limited and voluntary service, and one system
of regulations throughout the fleet, than it has at
present. But if we consider what discipline is
intended to produce, it can have no force at all.
The end of discipline is to conquer the ene-

" mies of our country. The will to do this, and

the courage that can do it, already exists on the
part of the people; and the only thing they want
effectually to do it is simultaneous exertion, with-
out which ships cannot be properly managed.
This, (in opposition: to a general opinion in the
navy,) I say may be learnt complete in six months.
If a man is at liberty to think, and placed in situa-
tions requiring the exercise of this thought, and

“instructed by the example of others, he may be

an excellent sailor in six months. With one
system of regulations, a willing Briton will, with
attention:and- direction on the part of his superiors,

‘learn all:the duties of.a man of war’ssailor, more.

O
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‘perfectly to ‘produce simultaneous exertion 'ﬂTan
they now do in that time. At present, men going
on board ship, sulky and ignorant as possible (from
+tHe matirer in which they are forced), if they are
ot far advanced in life, acquire all the knowledge
_that is wanted for an. active sailor in that time.
‘The principal things wanted in sailors are a will to
“Work, a Zeal that pro"r'rfpté to ‘exertion, (it should
ko remerbered that zeal is the legitimate offspring
‘of hope alone), and a command of mind in a mo-
“ent of danger; the two first will be the produce
‘of a voluntary service and encouragement, the
Jast will be most speedily acquired by thinking
afid practice; and a young mind soon acquires it:
besides from the mode of suffering all seamen t0
~Be gradually dischargéd,l, from the encourage-
“>ient we have mentioned for their remaining, there
“:i}_vill always be a sufficiency of old seamen to en-
“¢ourage the young ones by their example to
‘daily, as well as extraordinary duties. Ofﬁcers? in
“judging of ‘men’s capabilities of learning '.th.ese
“duties, will form their opinions from the existing
character of the seamen, now when exposed to
slavery, not what they ill be, under a voluntary
service and rational laws, when ardent hope shall
. bear down every difficulty before them. ‘
* “Like what has been called the occult sgie'ncés,
T like“any b;?éu’;éh “of Knowledge’ confined' to ‘a *par-

gealar'sét of “men, our profession has been veiled - -
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in a ¢loud, and said to be.difficult of acquisitiori;
but when did the comprehensive minds exist, that
planned, or taught the seamen their duties; they
never have, there never was a branch of knowledge
where less mind has been employed than at sea;
and the difficulties of learning a sailor’s duty can-
not be many. We see, that in the present day,
landsmen are capable of contending for and ac-
quiring victory at sea; our navy is at this time
more than half manned with men who never went
to sea in their youth, and they have not sacri-
ficed the honour of their country. The French
ship Rivoli.contended five hours against (in point
of quality) one of the best manned ships in our

:service, while her people were the most wreiched

heterogeneous collection of men ever met.in a
ship. Clear proofs, I apprehend, that landsmen
are capable of contending for victory, and in our
service, of gaining it at sea; consequently though
we.permit our-sailors to enter for a limited time,
discipline will be in existence, and its ends -be
-always accomplished. The first objection has,
therefore, no force ; and since these clever seamen,
as they are called, are not so -particularly wanted,
and may be made in a few months, the second
objection will not avail the advocates of injustice

‘much.

In my. opinion, the'increase of pay,-after years

-of service’;sthe certainty-of*honourable provision

02
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in old age or misfortune;, the liberty of leaving
- the service at the end of their time; the chance of

prizemoney, and the love of praise, will be induce-
ments enough for English seamen to prefer - their
country’s, to the merchant service. There 1s
great curiosity in every young man’s bosom, which
would have prompted many to go to S€a in the

" merchants’ service, had pressing never existed.
That_ being abolished, many will go; a free

- competition being opened, merchants will natu-
_rally give the least possible quantity of money

for which they can get sailors ; and in the end,

- :thé wages of merchant ships will, 1 should ex-
_pect,.not exceed the wages in men of war. There-

fore neither of these objections ought to make us
."hesitate 2 moment to allow our seamen voluntary
. and limited service. ‘ :
It has also been objected against the system of
-volunta:ry service, that the slow progress of inlist-
ment could never man our fleets so rapidly as
_the fleets of our neighbours might be manned
by that despotic power the governors of every

other European country POSSEsS. That conse-
_»quenﬂy our country might be exposed to danger,

before we had power to defend ourselves ; and that
at the breaking out of a war suddenly commenced,
our country would be certain to receive injury even

. unto ruim.. 1O this. objection, I re_ply,‘that,there“

.is’no event in modern history which gives }'thé

i
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slichtest reason to suppose, that a war.can be first
thonght of, and commenced in a day, by any power
however despotic. To save appearances, Nnego-
tiation is necessary, and preparations are essentially
requisite. Our country and our commerce, un-
assailable but by sea, can only be attacked by
ships. To fit fleets time s necessary ; they cannot
be made ready in a day or a week, and our rulers
must be more ignorant or more negligent than 1
suppose them, if theSf are unacquainted, during a
peace, with any naval preparations in any of the
ports of Europe. It has been a custom constantly
among the European nations, toremonstrate against
any increased warlike preparations, and to enquire
for what they are intended. Therefore the most

despotic power could not assail us (to injure us)

under the lapse of some weeks from the beginning
of their preparations. Now with our existing na-
val superiority, we, at present, POSSess (of one
kind or other) more men of war than the whole

of the rest of Burope united. It will be a dreadful

dereliction from public duty, for our governors
ever to let this telative superiority decrease. Now
from the extension ‘of our commerce, we have also
more merchant ships and more seamen than the
whole of the remainder of the European world.
I must grant, that from the barbarous injustice, the
wretched , policy, our country has adopted, two-
+hirds of the men who man our merchant ships are.
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foréigners, solely because the existing cruelty of
our naval laws prevents Englishmen becoming
sailors ; these men prevent the growth of so many
Englishmen, and of course take from our country
that exact same number of subjects hound to us b;r
habit and the ties of affection, and their vlace is
supplied by these men, who from habit and educa-
tion are our enemies, who are tied to other soils
by different affections. Yet after a peace of any
f:ontinuance, supposing our comimerce to preservue
its present relative superiority, which 1 see no
reason to doubt; these foreigners will be in their
own country, and our ships will be manned with
our countrymen. With this relative superiority of
numbers, both in ships and men, let our rulers
but come to the people with a just cause for war
in their hands, let the government of our country
but .szi-x1ctjon a larger force being equipped, by
providing the means of paying and provisioning

them, let the proposed increase of pay take place,

let our navy be rationally governed, let the same
glory as now attach to its service, let our scamen
be informed, that in a just cause, our country has
need of their services, and there will be no want of
an embargo to be ordered by the government to
prevent our merchant vessels proceeding to sea,
they would be universally. forsook. The lively
: _energiés of freedom and the love of. fame will, in
. QUr ports,” equip 2 fleet in half the time that any’

g
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power in furope could send one to sea. At the
breaking out of war, there is the additional in-
ducements of a chance of much prize money,‘and:
there is a vast deal of increased danger of being
taken prisoner, by going to sea in a merchant
vessel, that so far from ‘vanting men at its com-
mencement, (though we should entirely trust to the
slow progress of enlistment) we should see the
plough forsook, the loom laid aside, and the mer-
chant ships lying idle in our ports; for our people
would crowd to defend that liberty of which they

are so deservedly proud, to share the praise of

society, and to grasp at the honours of war. A
But what can be the amount of the evil statg@
in the objection; granting that an enemy’s fgi‘gg
might partly destroy oin‘ commerce before we were
rcady‘ to defend it, that they might make an
attempt” and succeed 1in capturing some of our
islands; and that ‘they might eveq-l'and in .(')\;J'I‘
country, and make partial depredations and commit
some few atrocities; these; 1 apprehend, are the

worst possible evils that can happen to trusting -

to our feelings, unassailed by force to man our

éhips. ‘What is their amount —A few deaths,_ a

Joss of a little money, while it must be balanced
by national feelings smarting under injustice and
eagerly asking vengeance, who would not wish
sach & frame of mind to commenge & war With, £

that will speedily. ;c“c;)\r'lg‘l;g:glg _:.i:'t;?,' Can these evils
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be balanced against the existing miseries of pres-
sing and coercion, the destruction of a wish to
serve their country in our population, and the
debasement of mankind, which is consequent upon
terror being employed to compel men to do as
their rulers wish them? Theyare but as feathers
weighed aginst lead; but pressing will not remedy
the evil imagined ; it only makes men skulk, hide
themselves away, and submit to every species of
" privation rather than serve ‘their country ; it
would prevent, more than procure, men for the
service, even at the comimencement of a war.—
JBut what is the objection that is made more than
the vain speculations of an idle fear, the imagi-
nation of evils that can never arrive, but like all
our bantlings, it gives pleasure as our own Ppro-
duce; we give more force to the suggestions of a
vain imagination, than to the records of expe-
rience. When a nation can be pointed out to me,
who when called upon by their governors, have re-
fused promptly to support them in a just war, I
may believe there may be a possibility of our people
requiring to be pressed to defend their homes.
Many instances can be produced of nations con-
tending for slavery the most vile; simply because
they had been long in the habit of submitting
to it, and the blessings of freedom will have as

' *_much more power_to’incite us to defend-it, as

- “heére’is superior enjoymentinit. .0 T

e
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But granting: that this objection was real, and
that pressing might temporarily remove it; I say,
that pressing ought not to be adopted, for it is
acknowledgedly unjust, it breaks through a princl-
ple that ought *always to be held sacred, that
no evil should be done, in expectation of good to
come of it. For man may implicitly rely, from the
known attributes of the Deity, from the well
known laws of nature, good never ultimately
came of committing evil, injustice never was of
benefit to a country. -

By a limited service, the strength of the only
cause 1 can discover for the vices imputed to sea-
men, that arise solely from going to se2, will be
considerably diminished. The prospect a young .
man may have then of again returning to his native
spot with whatever he may save, will teach him
economy, frugality, and care. The same prospect
‘will prevent many early marriages, and send many
young men to sea, whom the hopelessness of
unlimited service, the injustice of pressing, and
the cruelty in existence, precipitafe‘s into an early
marriage, to have a stronger hold on those about
him for protection. Limited service would spread
the knowledge of ships through every part of the

community, and the necessity there is for our
national preservation and national glory that we
should have ships, would make us a nation of .

S

sailors. **°
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" The reasonable prospect sailors might then en-
tertain of comfortably providing for a -wife and
family, and certain, under misfortunes, of leavfng
them to the care of g grateful nation, would en-
twine the love of their country with the strongest
affections of their hearts; it would make them
better citizens and excellent men : then in their
old days telling the tales of their youth to their
children or neighbours, they would inspire
them to defend, as they had done, the honour and

glory ofold England. Alas! how different is it now.

From -the very sufferings they have themselves
undergone, the cruelties they have been subject
to, they must persuade all their connections, all
their friends from ever entering the service ; they
must tell them to defend their country is bitterly
painful, and they must feel, by their stripes, it is
dishonourable. Here again, by the operation of
this present system, the growth of a virtue es-
-sentially necessary to the well being of the state
_is effectually checked, if not entix‘_ely'srr}o.t'hered;
there can exist no greater evil. ‘
_The commencement of a peace in our country,
has been generally marked by numerous crimes
and atrocious murders; and nothing but a reca-
pitulation of such things widely extended, can
be anticipated at the commencement of another.
~,1Fr<_>_m the character of our seamen being so much
., degraded by.a mixture of foreigners and felons,
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" from their evéery manly sentiment, indeed from

their every thought being destroyed. by the long

continuance. of existing injustice, the dreaded

evils of a peace are truly alarming. Unhappiness
miseries, and crimes alone, can be expected to
ensue from turning loose upon the community so
large a body of men as our seamen, unprovided
with the means of an immediate subsistence, and
unconnected with society by any one affection,
whose passions are undirected by any principles
of morality, and who are suddenly deprived of
that terror of their immediate superiors, which has
long been theironly motive for action. Were the
evils that have always taken place at a peace, the
pure result of long protracted war, were they the
result of any other laws of nature, but those
which expressly say no injustice of man shall pass
without its merited reward; so miserable would
be the lot of our country, that war, for ever con-
tinued, would be better than the justly dreaded
evils of a peace, that would at once disband our
seamen. As the injustice that is done, then, is
the main cause of this destruction of their afféc-
‘tions and degradation of their characters — the
justice of a Limited and voluntary service, can
alone preserve the one and exalt the other.
With a voluntary service; naval laws approximat-
ing to the institutions of our country, the sailors
Will:'become"‘\habituated to the same motives for
action as the remainder, of our. people, they will
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be connected with society by their best and dear-
est interests, and they will learn to live on: shore
in peace and good order ; then, and not till then,
will a peace promote either the happiness or secu-
" rity of our country. :

With a limited and voluntary service, we shall
no more hear of men amputating their own limbs
to avoid defending their country; we shall no
more witness them jumping overboard and prefer-
ring death to the slavery and misery of the navy.
Naval officers will no longer be annoyed with men
_ totally deaf without a cause; with others whose
rheumatisms incapacitate them from exertions;
and with impostires too numerous to describe, too
disgusting to think about; and if to be happy is
the legitimate end of all our cxertions, they are
no$ enough criminal to deserve censure.

spreading knowledge among the lowest classes’ of
the Irish could be adopted than to permit the

again to reside in their native spots. With a hi-
mited service and a just discipline, they would
learn to imbibe ourideas as well as share ourglory,
to which they have so materially contributed.
They certainly have much to learn of us yet,
and, encouraged to learn by the hope of benefit,
instead of being repelled by terror, they would
spread a love of the other parts of the community,
whichi they could not fail to imbibe from-intimately .

Perhaps, no more ready and efficacious mode of -

sailors and soldiers of that part of the community
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mixing with them; we should then, much sooner
than there is now a prospect of, become one peoples
from a consolidation of opinions, an equality of
rights, and a greater similarity of manners.

With a limited and voluntary service, as there
would be no fear of desertion, 2 certain portion of
the men, not less than one-eighth, shoqld daily be
permitted to go on shore ; and the sanction of so
great an authority. as a captain’s, whom the sailors
should, at all times, be accustomed to respect, ifnot
to revere, should not, by permitting so great a vice
as promiscuous intercourse, which religion teaches
us to avoid, be set up in opposition to the early
principles of ipstruction. We may, with propriet.y,
deplore the depravity of opinion that leads to1ts
commission ; and though we cannot vsubdue it
by penal enactments, it is surely highly wrong to

encourage it with the countenance of authority.
It is:curious to observe to what despotism 1s
obliged to have recourse, even when ‘aided by all
its terrors, tokeep up obedierice. The injustice of
-tearing men away from their hqmes, and constantly
‘confining them on board ship, has made it neces-
sary to flatter them into obedience, by encouraging
their vices; hence the permission given to drun-
kenness ; hence the sanction of promiscuous in-
tercourse. Surely, no man who reasons can ap-
prove these things, but, like the other evils of the
system, they have resulted from unmanly fear.
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With a voluntary service, we shall not goto
war with America about pressing seamen; we
shall have so many, that we may, without‘a senti-

ment of regret, resign -every thing like the right of -

search for them; indeed, from the high reputa-
tion of our fleet, it wants but a ratioral system of
government to seduce, if we pleased to accept, the
services of all the seamen of the civilized world.

Another effect of the voluntary service will be

preventing wars. Public opinion of their neces-
sity must always precede their being entered into;
and, I trust, we shall never agéin be plunged in
all their calamities .from an imaginary right -of a
few merchants, the birth of avarice,-or from a--silp—
positious possession of aspot of ground not worth
a day’s labour of-the meanest workman. Re-
spected in‘peace, from being known to-possess the
-dreadful energies-of liberty in war, if our coun-
“try'gets through ‘the present arduous contest, she
will long remain the rallying point for-every thing
that'is virtuous -and honourable among men, till
the value of liberty being stamped upon every
“man’s bosom, opinion shall triumph-over fear,-and
-mankind no ‘longer submit to the terror of a mili-
“tary despotism.

CHAP. XIIL

Conclusion.

r .
E HAT the foregoing alterations may be com-

‘pletely efficacious, it is absolutely necessary they

should be known to the people, not simply by
chance from the newspapers, but told them from

-authority ; not ‘'whispered in alleys and corners,

but declared in the public markets and the squares.
We are ready enough at making executions pub-
lic, why not also recompenses; why repress from
vice by terror, and not stimulate to virtue by hope?
Pressing has long been forced upon the attention
of the people; let them now be told of voluntary
service; they have long known of the cruelties
and flogging that exist in the navy, let them now
be made acquainted with its honours ; let them be
clearly informied that there are such places as
Greenwich, and such things as a patriotic fund;
let the wages of the seamen, and the rewards
which may await them, be explicitly shewn to
them, and they will want no stimulus from terror,
no dragging by force, to man our ships.

te}
‘And, to-make‘all these things known to the peo-

~ple, what plade ‘more fréquented than the'chureh,
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what authority so sacred as religion ; it has often
‘been prostituted to party purposes, has often ex-
cited animosity, and prevented the spirit of tolera-
tion, let it now be applied to a national object;
let it encourage so useful a virtue as voluntarnv to
" defend our country. Of what use is our enormous
church establishment, if it cannot be made subser-
v _ vient to the best intercsts of the state ; if it cannot
induce so moral a duty in the people, and one to
which they are so prone, as to fight in our coun-
try’s just cause? To recruit, by the eloquence of
our clergy, our-army and navy cannot be disgraces
ful; for it is but encouraging to practise a holy
duty. The time certainly has been when it might
have been doubtful, whether fighting in what was
.called our country’s cause was a mora] duty or
not, since the effects of victory were but to ensure
~a continuance of oppression.” The nature of the
_present contest brings the truth home to every
_man; it is not whether our flag, or the flag of ano-
ther nation, shall fly on this or that useless, and,
.till now, unheard of spot of land; it is not whe-
ther the avarice of a few of our merchants shall be
gratified or not; it is whether we shall any longer
exist as a nation; whether our altars shall be pol-
-luted; our wives, sisters, and children, dxsho—
noured ; or. whether they shall remain.pure, to
‘bless us with. the smiles of chastity and love it
is whether it is right to resist the unhmlted ambl-

209
tion of a man, who, possessing greater means than
the world ever before saw at one person’s implicit
command, seeks, in our destruction, for ever to put
an end to that morality and virtue which reproach
him with his crimes, and for ever to cover the
world with the gloom of military despotism.

If to defend our country is not a moral duty,
why have our rulers so long had a power to com-
pel its performance ? )

But there cannot be any doubt that it is a moral

‘duty of primary importance from its effects, and

may, thercfore, be very properly made an object of
tuition, by the ministers of that religion, whose
end is to fit us for a better life, by teaching us our
duties here. ’

This duty is not the dogma of a sect ora party;
it is not a division of syllables, that can set man
in array against his brother; or a dispute upon a
doubtful point, beyond the cognizance of men’s
senses. With one exception, its importance is al-
lowed by all, and all would make it an object of
their instruction. The willingness of the ministers
of the Catholic religion to exhort their congrega-
tions to defend their country might be a just test
of what confidence may be reposed in them; and
1 should think, there is scarcely one of them who
would not be as willing to encourage his flock to
serve in the army or navy, as to exhort them to
their regular attendance at mass.

P
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From the increased liberty and additional secu-
rity these alterations would give the people, the
dissenting ministers would be as equally willing to
make them an occasional object of their discourses ;
for theirs is peculiarly the religion which teaches
mankind the love of civil liberty ; that, in the sa-
cred temple of the Almighty, places every Chris-
tian on an equality, and permits no nonsensical
ceremonies to interpose as agents between man
and his Maker, but brings him. immediately aud
intimately acquainted with Him, and teaches him
His laws as rules for his actions.

If these dissenting ministers were red uested, in

a manner that bespoke confidence in them, to com- .

municate these alterations to their respective con-
gregations, they would do it cheerfully and.wil-
lingly. The ministers of the cstablished church
might have it suggested to their attention in a like
manner; and there appears: no other way more
readily to communicate, with a proper authority,
every sort of information to the people. Thus to
influence their opinions, and through them com-
‘pel their actions, and while nothing but justice was
wanted, or nothing but morality supported ; while
truth alone was made an objcct of their discourscs,
I do not see what possible objection can be made
to this mode of disseminating a knowledge of every
“institution of our country. ,
Justice to the character of our countrymen at
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large (materially injured by the long continuance
of the system of pressing and coercion) and to
the insulted seamen in particular, imperiously re-
quires, that, in making these alterations public, a
public disavowal should also be made of those prin-
ciples that have hitherto been employed to make

us defend our country.

The legislature should stigmatize, as unjust,
those abuses of authority that have been made use
of to produce virtues in us that are the natural
growth of our soil and our hearts—that we learnt
in infancy from our mothers, and from which the
name of a Briton cannot be separated. An acknow-
ledgment of better principles, of the confidence
our rulers ought to place in us, and that we, asa
nation, so righteously deserve, will teach us to
think well of ourselves, and infallibly produce every
wanted virtue. And now is the time for the alte-
rations and improvements; when a man, educated
like myself, in all the prejudices of naval discpline,
can discover so many of its manifold imperfections ;
now is the time, when knowledge, by its universal
diffusion among our countrymen, has taught them
the value and necessity of a limited obedience, and
the morality there is in a properand just resistance
to principles and powers which tend to destroy
the liberty, the happiness, and the moral agency of
man, whether these powers are in the possession
of a Bo’na'parte,"or;a,"superior'in our own country ;

P2 ‘
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. now is the time when our navy, exalted to pre-emi-
nence on the ruins of every other, by the supe-
riority of our national character, may be safely
trusted to its future guidance for continual victory ;
now too, when habits of obedience and cleanliness
are established; when. that order that promotes
health and gives unity of action, which is most per-
fectly promoted by unity of opinion, is known by

~every individual, whether sailor or’not, to be essen-
tial to success, now should be the time for doing jus-
tice, when experience is clearly proving to every
individual of common reflection, that despotism is
alike destructive of the strength that can wield arms,
and of the intelligent mind that can direct them.

When the present awful history of the world is
forcibly elucidating the opinion, that the political
injustice of its governors is as sure to meet- with
its appropriate reward as the moral injustice of in-.
dividuals ; now, when the professed object of all
our endeavours is to repress the injustice of others,
should be the time for doing justice at hoine;
now, -when the very knowledge of our contending
against the most barbarous injuries has made every
Briton more fervently aspirate,—a wish to defend
his country; when the righteousness of our cause
has given birth to an enthusiastic love for their
country in all ranks; when it has produced a mo-
ral feeling in the nation, whose effects were clearly
displayed a_tAACo.fuhna,;..at -Barrosa, -and at Sala-

\
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manca, is the time for doing justice to our sea-
met. ' : ‘ '

Never had a nation, since the defence of Greece
against the Persians, such a cause as ours; and
since it has had its proper cffect upon the minds
of a free people, never was so fit an occasion for
our governors to repose in us unlimited confi-
dence. .

There is a thing, miscalled an axiom, which,
possessing all the authority of long established
opinion, has become a guide to the actions of men
without an enquiry into its truth or falsehood. "It
is told us at school; it is in every old.woman’s
mouth ; it is applied to every drunken sailor that
is seen in the streets, and before we are men it is
more firmly believed than the existence of a Deity.
This thing will be conjured up, with other autho-
rities, to oppose giving a rational system of law
and justice to seamen. -

TItis that *licentiousness is the alloy of liberty;’
but does experience prove this; are the British
more immaral than the Turks; are they more so
than the Spaniards, the Portuguese,and the French,
yet they are inﬁhitcly more free than them all;
were the Greeks not the most virtuous of ancient
nations, and were they not the most free ? This is

one of those principles that has come down to us,
encircled by eloquence that has so much pleased,
that we have failed to examine it ; it has been re~

>
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ceived as implicitly true, and, on all occasions,
swayed our opinions, while the sublime morality
of the gospel, from being couched in humbler
language, has been subjected to a thousand cavils
and disputes, (which has fortunately only the more
convinced us of its value,) and been rejected with
scorn as a guide for the actions of great men.

It is forgotten, that, in the present time, when 2
man js set free from the restraint of human laws,
whose effects are transient, whose objects are lo-
cal, whose principles, . at best, can be calculated
but for one generation, and are often contradictory,
uncertain, and absurd, that he has the two princi-

ples of fearing God and Toving his neighbour to.
guide and influence every action ; and their effects .

are eternal, immutable, and clear; their‘pﬁnish-
ments are greater and mofe certain ; and their re-
wards more enticing than any ‘human laws or hu-
man beingsvcan bestow ; and to these two princi-
ples, taught in early life, and supported afterwards
by praise, might mankind be safely entrusted to
become every thing an enlightened ruler could
wish. c

These two principlés would teach our rulers

the moralify and rewards of justice; and expe-
rence will teach them, that if the end of policy is
the good of the country, justice is as political as it
is moral. I think, to those who believe in a mo-

ral energy of character as a supreme national good,

’
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I have cleatly proved, that to do justice to seamen
will be the most' enlightened poliey, and the re-
turn to its paths cannot be too speedy ; for a con-
tinuance of error and appression does not bring
forth quiet appeals to reason, but tumultuary de-
mands of fear; does not occasion peacable reforma-
tion, but lawless revolution.

" That our rulers may turn to the history of man-
kind, and be convinced of this truth from expe-
sience ; that our people, while they quietly prac-
tise lawful obedience, may never cease legally to
resist oppression, is what I shall ever earnestly
pray for, and ever try to effect. i

“THE END.

Charles Squire', Printer,
Furnival’s-Inn-Court, Holbors.
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