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OPINIONS ON THE TRANSACTIONS OF THL FOURTH OT
AUGUST, PISORDERS OCCASIONED BY THOSE TRANS-
ACTIONS, NECKER DEMAKDS THE ASSCMDLY’S SANC-
TION TO A LOAN. A LOAN DECRFED. TITHLS ALC-
LISHLD. DEBATE ON THL DLCLARATION OT RIGHTS,
FHE PORMATION OF A CONSTI1UTION. DLBATL ON
THL EXECUTIVE POWLR. THL SUSPENSIVE VLTO
HDOPTED. PRETLCNDED AND RLAL VIEWS OF THE COAM-
BINATION OF DESPOTS AGAINST FRANCE, DEBATL
ON THE CONSTITUTION OF A SENATE, MLANS OF
PEACEABLY EFFECTING A RETORM SHOULD I!MAKT &5
PART OF EVERY CONSTITUTION,

THE numerous offerings made to their
country by the deputics, on the 4th of
auguft, excited loud applaufe ; but not with-
out a mixture of farcaftic cenfure, and mur-

murs of difapprobation,
Some blamed the decrees, which, faid
they, have facrificed the property of feveral
thoufand
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houfand families to the vain defire of
popularity.—Others complained of the negle&
of thofe forms, by which every affembly, that
afpires at putting fome maturity into it’s de-
crees, ought to dire&t it’s debates ;—they dif-
approved of an afternoon fitting ;—of the
rapid fucceflion of fubje@s, not allowing
time for any to be weighed ;—of "the multi-
plicity. of them ;—and of the continual accla-
mations, which rendered a calm difcuflion
phyfically impoffible.~—¢ What "’ they con-
tinued, ¢ fhall the moft important bufinefs al-
¢ ways be treated with the levity, which cha-
“ ra&erized us before we deferved to be
¢ termed a nation? Eternally the fport of our
¢ vivacity, a happy turn decides with us the
¢ moft {erious point ; and gay fallies are ever
our fubftitutes for arguments.—We do
¢ madly the wifeft things; and even our
¢ reafon Is always conneéted by fome filament
“or other to inconfiftency.—The national
¢ affembly had been a long time reproached
¢ for dwelling on trifling objefts ; and not
¢ attending f{ufficiently to the promotion of
¢ general good.—When fuddenly—in 2 fingle
¢ night, more than twenty important laws arc
¢ decided by an uproar. So much. done, in

S ¢ fuch
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¢ fuch a fhort time, is {o aftonifhing, that it
¢ appears like a dream.’

In reply it was faid~—* Why delibcrate,
¢ when_ all are agreed —Does not a ge-
¢ neral good always appear {felf-evident 3—
¢ Was it not fufficient to declarc thefc patriotig
¢ propofitions to prove their jultnefs *—The
¢ firft perfon, who pointed out a new tribute
‘ to the public intereft, only gave utterance to
¢ what we all before felt—there was no need
¢ then of difcuflion or eloquence, to make
¢ that be adopted, which had already been
¢ refolved by the greater number of the depu-
¢ ties, and commanded by the awful autho-
¢ rity of the nation, in their mandates.—The
¢ affembly might have proceeded more me-
¢ thodically ; but the refult could not have
¢ becn more advantageous. It fecmed as if
¢ all the old effe@s, all the mouldering titles
¢ of feudal oppreflions were then put up to
¢ au@tion ; and the kind of miftruft of the
¢ different orders, which provoked reciprocal
¢ conceffions, was ftill for the public good.’

The nobles and clergy of the provinces,
who had not been carried away by the en-
thufiafm of the 4th of auguft, felt themfelves
particularly aggrieved. Thofe who were

recently
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recently noble did not like to mix again on
equal terms in towns where they had received
the homage paid to princes ; and the people,
eager to exercife their liberty, began to hunt
down the gamc, regardlefs of the mifchicf
they did to the ftanding corn. The very con-
ceflions of the nobility {eemed to roufe the
vengeance it ought to have allayed; and the
populace vented their rage by burning the
caftles, which had been, as it were, legally
difmantled of their feudal fortifications.

The clergy, in particular, complained, that
their deputies had exceeded all bounds in
voting away the private property of the body ;
for they would not allow, that tithes camc
within the defcription of feudal tenures. The
want of provifion, likewife, tended to make
the people clamour about prefent grievances,
without fuffering the profpe& of future com-
fort and refpe@ability to have it’s due force
towards calming their minds. All, therefore,
flew to arms, and threc millions of men
wearing the military garb, thowed the natural
difpofition of the nation; and their prefent
refolve, no longer to couch fupinely under
oppreflion. Many excefles were the confe-
quence of this fudden change; and it is

notorious,
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notorious, that the pcopie, in {eme inflances,
became the inftruments of the routed party 3
who continued to ufe every firatugem to ren-
der the nation diffatishied with the revo-
lution.

It is the nature of man, either in afavage
ftate or living in fociety, to proteét his
property ; and it is wife in a govern~
ment to encourage this {pirit.  For the exam-
ple now difplayed by France is a notabls
proof of the inexpediency of ftanding armics,
fo long as the people have an intereflt in fup-
porting the political fyftem under which they
live, The national affembly, aware of this,
invited the militia and the municipalities, to
endeavour to quell the diforders which did
violence to perfons and property ; and they
were particularly requefted to take the moft
watchful care, that the convoys of wheat and
flour were not ftopped by the idle and law-
lefs. For feveral of the moft fatal tumults
had originated from this caufe.

The decrees of the yth of auguil, werc then
brought forward to be examined and ex-
plained ; and fome attcmpts were made to
argue away the effence of many of the vaunted
facrifices,~But the difcuflion was interrupted,

to
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to attend to bufinefs of a more prefling nature.
The prefent ‘ftate of the nation was moft
alarming; and the minifters, not knowing
how to a&t under the new trammels of re-
fponfibility, came to reprefent to the affem-
bly ;—that the laws were without force ;—
the courts of juftice without a&ivity ;—and
they requefted them, irnmediately to point out
the coercive meafures neceffary to give to the
executive authority the influence it had loft.—
¢ For, obferved they, ¢ whether the irritated
¢ fenfe of the abufes, which the king wifhes
¢ to reform, and you defire to profcribe for
¢ cver, have led the people aftray ; or, the de-
¢ claration of an univerfal regeneration have
¢ fhaken the various powers upon which the
¢ focial order repofed——or whatever, in fad,
¢ bethe caufe, gentlemen, the truth is, that
¢ public order and tranquillity are difturbed in
¢ almoft every part of the kingdom.’

Necker, afterwards, having explained the
deplorable ftate of the finances, the extraor-
dinary expences, and the diminution in the
produce of the revenue, demanded, in the
name of the king, that the affembly would
fanction a loan of thirty millions of livres, to
fulfil the engagements, and difcharge the ine-

vitable
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vitable expenditure of the two approaching
months; by which time, he prefumed, the
conftitution would be nearly -cftablifhed.
Thinking alfo, that the patriotifm of money-
lenders was not ta be reckoned upon, he pro-
pofed to add to the five per cent. he mentioned
{fome allurements of fpeculation, to quicken
the determination of the lenders—and he fur-
ther inferred, that private intereft would then
tend to quiet the kingdom, whilft they were
advancing in the formation of the conftitution,
which was to fecure it’s future tranquillity, and
provide a permancnt rcvenue.

This propofal produced the moft warm and
loud applaufe, One member propofed,
that the loan fhould inftantly be voted in
the prefence of the minifter, as a mark
of their entire fatisfaCtion— another offer-
ed fix hundred thoufand livres as a fecu-
rity, that he would raife the loan in his own
province. ‘This effervefcence, {o contagious,
which is after all only phyfical fenfibility,
excited by a commotion of the animal {pirits,
proves, thata confiderable length of time is ne-
ceflary to accuftom men to exercife their rights
with deliberation ; that they may be able to
defend themfelves from a kind of inflinctive

confi-
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confidence in men 3 and to make them fubftis
tute refpect for principles, to a blind faith in
perfons, even of the moft diftinguifhed abi-
kties.—DBut to elevate a numerous affembly to
this calm grandeur; to that pcrmarent dig-
nity, which reprefles the emotions of the mo-
ment, demands, it is probable, a more ad-
vanced ftate of reafon.

Lally Tolendal fupported the neccility of
adopting the meafures propofed for the ob-
taining a loan to {upply the exigencies of go-
vernment, which wete become very urgent ;
and he refuted the objection, made by feveral
deputies, who werc againft the grant, that in
their inftru&ions they had been {triélly en-
joined not to fantion any tax or loan before
the conftitution was formed. ©On this fide
Mirabeau ranged himfelf; for with all his
great talents and {uperiority of genius, he
eould not avoid envying inferiout abilities,
when they attrated the leaft popularity. He
therefore, with plaufible rhetoric, but fhallow
arguments, oppofed the loan; and with great
parade moved, that the deputies thould offer
their individual credit, inftead of departing
from the very letter of their inftrutions.

This was one of thofe inftances of pretended
difin-
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difintereftednefs; or falfe patriotifin, calculated
to dazzle the people, whilft it involved the na-
tien in frefh embarrafiments.

The plan was referred to the confideration
of the committee, appointed to make finan-
cial reports : and they accordingly acknow-
ledged the neceffity of a prompt fupply ; but
thought, that the loan might now be obtained
without the additional advantages, which
Necker mentioned as a neceffary bait. The
difcuflion was then renewed with great heat,
and even perfonality ; till at laft the intereft
of the loan was fixed at four and an half per
cent. ; and to {lip through the knot they were
afraid to cut, it was to be fan&ioned under the
wing of the decrecs of the 4th of augufl.

It did not, however, prove productive ; for
in the courfe of three weeks; only two mil-
lions, fix hundred thoufand livres were fub-
feribed.  And this delay of bufinefs induced
the affembly to adopt, with lefs feruple, ano-
ther propofal for a frefh loan, inftead of the
one that did not promife to anfwer, at a rate
lefs advantageous to the nation: oi rather
they yielded to the neceffity, into which they
had plunged themfelves; and left the mode
of obtaining it to the éxecutive power, in
Ipite of their former obje@ion, But it was

Y nat
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not an eafy tatk to infpire the bankers and
money-holders with fufficient faith in the new
government, to induce them to come for-
ward to fupport it ; befides, the previous dif-
cuffion had converted caution into timidity ;
and the more dcfperate the ftate of the
finances appeared, the ftronger grew the fuf-
picion, that threw infurmountable obftacles
in the way of a temporary relief.

Settling the precife terms of the decrees,
which were to abolith feudal vaffalage, the
queftion refpeting the including of tithes
was agitated with moft earncfinefs ; and the
objetions urged againft the abolition were
not only ingenious, but reafonable *. The
abbé Sieyes {poke with great good fenfe,
afferting, ¢ that the tithes were not a tax
* levied on the nation ; but a rent-charge, for
¢ which a proper allowance had been made to
¢ the prefent poffeffors of the eftates, to not
* one of whom they allually belonged. He,
¢ therefore, infifted, that, if the facrifice were

® ¢ It is worthy of remark, that the diviné right of tithes

¢« was never infilted on,’ fays a french writer, ¢ even by the

« clergy, during this debate. Yet the year before, when

« the fame queftion was brought forward in the irifh houfe

« of parliament, great frefs was laid on this gothic idea of
¢ their origin.’

neceflary,
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“neceffary, it ought to be made to the pub-
¢ lic, to relieve the people, and not 1o enrich
“the proprietors ; who were, generally fpeak-
“ing, of the moft opulent part of the com-
¢ munity.” He advifed the affembly to be
on their guard, left avarice, under the malk
of zeal, fhould deceive them, leading the na-
tion to reward rather than indemnify the
nobility. ‘The fatt was, that the landed in-
tereft were only refigning obfolete privileges,
which they fearcely dared exercife, to fecure
a folid advantage. Society has hitherto been
conflructed in fuch a vicious manncr, that to
relieve the poor you muft benefit the rich.
The prefent fubjeét was a delicate onc; the
abolition of tithes would remove a very lLicavy
vexatious clog, that had long hung on the
neck of induftry ; yet it were to be wifthed,
that it could have been fettled in fuch a way
as not to have fecured a great pecuniary ad-
vantage to the nobility. TFor though it was
phyfically impoflible, to make this facrifice
to fociety at large immediately ; becaufe the
proprictors, and more particularly the leafe-
holders of the eftates, could not have re-
deemed the tithes, without diftrefling them-
flves to a degree, that would nearly have

Y 2 ftopped
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ftopped the courfe of hufbandry; not to men«
tion agricultural improvements, {o neceflury
in Irance, and to be looked for as the fruit
of liberty :—yet a gradual tax on the original
landlord would have prevented the nobility
from being the great gainers by their fo much
extolled difintereftednefs, in their fallacious
facrifice of privileges. Becaufe, for all real
property they were to be reimburfed ; and
for the obnoxious feudal tenures, fuch as
perfonal fervitude, with others they weie
afhamed to ecnumecrate as being due from man
to man, the tithes werc an ample indemnity;
or more properly {peaking clear profi, cx-
cept to thofe who parted with the plumes
which raifed them above their fellows with
great regret. It was, indeed, very difficult
to -feparate the evil from the good, that would
redound to the nation by the doing away of
this tax.—The clergy, however, cut the de-
bate fhort, by refigning their right, offering
to truft to the juftice of the public for the
ftipend in return neceffary to enable them to
fupport the dignity of their fun&ion.

On the 13th, therefore, the whole difcul-
fion clofed ; for the other articles did not ad-

mit of much difputation. The prefident ac-
cordingly
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vordingly waited on the king, who received
his nesv title with the decrees, to which he
afterwards made fome objections, though the
aflembly confidered them as virtually fane-
tioned *,

A committee of five had been employed to
digeft a declaration of rights, to precede the
conflitution. The opinion of thofe, who
thought that this declaration ought to have
been kept back, has already been alluded to
yet the {ubjet feems to require a little further
confideration. And, perhaps, it will appear
juft to feparate the charaéter of the philofopher,
who dedicateshis exertions to promote the wel-
fare, and perfection of mankind, carrying his
views byond any time he choofes to muark ;
from that of the politician, whofe duty it is
to attend to the improvement and intercft of
the time in which he lives, and not f{acrifice
any prefent comfort to a profpet of future
perfection or happinefs. If this definition be
juft, the philofopher naturally becomes a
paflive, the politician an altive character. Yor
though the defire of loudly proclaiming the

* It is obfervable, that the fatisfaltion of the people wes

by no means equal to the difcontent manifefted by the privi.
lezed orders.

Y3 grand
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grand principles of liberty to extend them
quickly, be ane of the moft powerful a benevo-
lent man, of every defcription of mind, fecls;
lLie no fooner wifhes to obey this impulfe, than
he finds himfelf placed between two rocks.
—Truth commands him to {ay all ; wifdom
whifpérs to him to temporize~—A love of
juftice would lead him to bound over thefe
cautious reftraints of prudence; did not hu-
manity, enlightened by a knowledge of
human’' nature, makc Lim dread to purchafe
the good of pofterity too dearly, by the mifery
of the prefent generation.

The debates refpe@ing the adoption of the
declaration of rights becamec very {pirited ;
and much heterogeneous matter was intro-
duced, to lengthen the difcuffion, and heat
the difputants, as the different articles were
reviewed, The article refpeéting religion
particularly arrefled the attention of the af-
{embly, and produced one of thofe tumultu-
ous fcenes, which have fo often difgraced
their deliberations, The intolerant {entiments
uttered ; and even the infertion of fome
amendments, which could not, without a
contradition in terms, find a place in a de-
claration of rights ; proved, that the affembly

¢oils
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contained a majority, who were flill governed
Ly prejudices inimical to the full extent of
that liberty, which is the unalienable right
of each citizen, when it does not infringe on
the equal enjoyment of the fame portion by
his neighbour *, The moft fenfible part of
the aflembly afferted, that religion ought not
to be mentioned, unlefs to declare, that the
free exercife of it was a right in common with
the free utterance of all opinions; which
came under civil cognizance only when they
affumed a form, namely, when they produced
effeéts, that clathed with the laws ; and even
then it was the criminal attion, not the paf-
five opinion, which was profcribed by the
penalty of punifhment.

In this declaration are found the principles
of political and civil liberty, introduced by a
very folemn exordium :—Declaring ¢ that, as
¢ ignorance, forgetfulnefs, and contempt of the
¢ rights of men, are the fole caufes of public
¢ grievances, and of the corruption of govern-
* ments, the affembly had refolved to re-efta-

* See the article 10, ¢ No man ought to be molefted on
¢ account of his opinions, not even on account of his religi-
¢ ous opinions, provided his avowal of them docs not difturb
¢ the public order cftablifhed by law.’

Y4 ¢ blifh,
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¢ blith, in a folemn declaration, the natural,
¢ imprefcriptible, and facred rights of man;
“in order that this declaration, conftantly
¢ prefent to all the members of the focial
¢ body, may continually remind them of their
¢ rights, and of their duties ; that, having it
“in their power every moment to comnpare
“the a&ts pof the legiflative and executivc
¢ authorities with the purpofe of all political
¢ inftitutions, thcy may the more refped
¢ them ; and that the remonftrances of the
¢ citizens, founded, in {uture, on fimple and
¢ inconteftible principles, may always tend to
¢ fupport the conftitution, and to promote the
¢ happinefs of the whole community.’

Some temporary bufinefs, towards reftoring
public tranquillity, and to give force to the
laws, infulted by the licentious condu& of
men inebriated merely by the expe@ation of
freedom, fcented from a-far, being difpatch-
ed, the formation of a conftitution became
the ftanding labour of the affembly.

The firlt queftion naturally fell under this
head—what fhare of power ought the king
to be allowed to poflefs in the legiflaturc?
This was an important confideration for men,

who were all politicians in theory ; and many
of
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of whom, having fuflered under the abfolure
{way of the king’s minifters, flill el the
{mart of their opprellion, and a contempt for
the power that authorized their deminion:
whilft the blind zealots for the indcfeafible
rights of kings, though they swere afhamed
of the phrafe, heated the imagination of their
party, by the moft inflated enccmiums cn the
benefits arifing from extenfive kingly preroga-
tives, and vapid remarks on the britifh con-
ftitution, and other forms of government,
obvioufly to difplay their erudition. The
mnoft noify indecorus debates enfued, and the
affembly feemed to meet rather to quarrel
than deliberate. A divifion the moft decided
confequently took place; which, under difs
ferent appellations, and profefling different
principles, has ever fince continued to con-
vulfe the fenate; if the legiflative aflembly,
or the convention, deferve a name fo digni-
fied.

In difeufling whether the royal fandlion
fliould be neceffary to the validity of the adts
of the legiflative body, a variety of cxtranc-
ous fubje@s, and others prematurely brought
forward, fo entangled thc main queftion, as
to render it diffigult to give a clear and Dbricf

account
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account of the debates; without lending a
degree of reafonablenefs to them, that the
manner of arguing, rudely perfonal, and,
loudly uncivil, feemed to dcftroy. For good
lungs foon became more neceflary in the
affembly than found arguments, to enable 3
{peaker to filence the confufion of tongues ;
and make known his opinion to men, who
were eager only to announce their own. Thus
modeft men had no chance to be heard,
though perfuafion dwelt on their lips: and
even Mirabeau, with his commanding elo-
quence, and juftnefs of thought, procured
attention as much by the thundering empha-
fis, which he gave to his periods, as by his
ftriking and forcible affociation of ideas.

As a nation, the french are certainly the
moft eloquent people in the world ; their
lively feelings giving the warmth of paffion
to every argument they attempt to fupport.
And fpeaking fluently, vanity leads them
continually to endeavour to utter their {fenti-
ments, without confidgring whether they
have any thing to recommend them to notice,
befide a happy choice of expreffions. Only
thinking then of {peaking, they are the moft
impatient of hearers, coughing, hemming, and

S fcraping
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{craping with their feet, molt audibly, to
beguile the time. Laying afide alfo, in the
affembly, not only their naticnal politencefs,
but the common reftraints of civility ; good
manners feldom fupply the place of rexfon,
when they are angry. And as the flighteft
contradiction fets them on fire, three parts
out of four of the time, which ought to have
been employed in ferious inveftigation, was
confumed in idle vehemence. Whillt the
applaufes and hiffes of the gallerics increafed
the tumult ; making the vain ftill more eager
to mount the ﬁage. Thus every thing con-
tributing to cxcite the emotions, which lead
men only to court admiration, the good of
the people was too often facrificed to the de-
fire of pleafing them. And {o completely
was the tide of their affection for the king
turned, that they feemed averfe to his having
any portion of legiflative authority in the
new conftitution.

The duke de Liancourt divided the quel-
tion refpecting the fharc of power he was to
enjoy as a part of the government. 1/ I
the royal _fanétion indifpenfably neceffary, 2o give
the aclual force of law to the decrees of the
national affembly 8 2dly. Ougit the king ‘o be

an
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an miegrant portion of the lezifleture 2 In Lng-
land the phrafe royal gffint has been adopted,
as expreflive of a pofitive a¢t; but the {rench,
rather cheofing to diflinguifh the fame act of
power by a negative, fixed on the latin word
weto, I forbid.  And then it became a quel-
tion, how far this vefo ought to extend, fup-
pofing the prince to be invefted with it.—
Was it decifively to obfiruét the enadtion of
a law paffed by the Icgiflative body ? or only
to {ufpend it, till an appeal could be made to
the people by a new ele&ion ?

The affembly in this inftance fcem to have
a@ted with ftrange confufion of mind, or a
total ignorance of the naturc of a mixed
government : for cither . the queftion was
nugatory, or a king ufelefs. Lally-Tolendal,
Mounier, ‘and Mirabeau, argued for the
abfolute wefo.—¢ Two powers, fays Mira-
beau, ¢ are neceffary to the exiftence of the
¢ body-politic, in the orderly difcharge of it's
¢ fun@ions:—7To will—and to at. By the
¢ fuirft, fociety eftablifhes the regulations which
¢ ought all to confpire to one end—the good
“of all :—By the fecond,. thefe regulations
¢ are carried into execution ; and public autho-
¢ rity is exerted, to make fociety trinmph
2 ¢ over

o~



{ 233 )

¢ over the obftacles, which might arife from
¢ the oppofite wills of individuals. In a great
¢ nation, thefe two powers cannot bc cxer-
¢ cifed by the peopie: whence comes the
¢ ncceflity of 'reprefentatives, to exeicife the
¢ faculty of willing, or the legiflative power;
¢ and alfo of another {pecies of reprefentation,
¢ to excrcife the faculty of a&ting; or, the
¢ executive power.’

He further infifts, that ‘the poffeflion of
¢ this power is the only way to render a king
¢ ufeful, and to enable him to aé&t as a check
¢on the legiflative bedy :  the majority of
¢ which might tyrannize in the moft deipotic
¢ manner, cven in the fenate, to the very
¢ expulfion of the members, who dared to
¢ thwart the meafures they couid not ap-
¢ prove. For under a weak prince, a little
¢ time and addrefs alone would be neceffary,
¢ to eftablith legally the dominion of an army
¢ of ariftocrats ; who, making the royal autho-
¢ rity only the paflive inftrument of their
¢ will, might replunge the people into their
¢ old ftate of debafement.

¢ The prince, therefore, being the perpetual

¢ reprefentative of the people, as the deputics

¢ are
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¢ are their reprefentatives elefted at cettain
¢ periods, is equally their fafe-guard.
¢ No perfon exclaims againft the vezo of the
¢ national affembly; which is, in reality,
“only a right the people have confided in
¢ their reprefentatives, to oppofe every pro-
¢ pofition, that would tend to re-eftablith
¢ minifterial defpotifm. Why then obje to
¢ the veto of the prince, which is but another
¢ right, efpecially confided in him by the peo«
¢ ple, becaufe he and they are equally interefted
“to prevent the eftablithment of an arifio-
¢ cracy ¥
Hc procceds to prove, ¢ that, whilft the
¢ legiflative body is refpetable, the wero .of
¢ the king cannot do harm, though it is a
¢ falutary check on their deliberations; and
¢ granting, that the influence of the crown
‘ has a tendency to increafe, a permanent
¢ affembly would be a fuflicient counterpoife
¢ for the royal negative. Lct us, he con-
cludes, ¢ have an annual national affembly,
¢ et minifters be made refponfible ; and the
¢ royal fantion, without any fpecified reftric-
¢ tions, but, in faét, perfe@ly limited, will be
¢ the palladium of national liberty, and the
moft
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< moft precious exercife of the liberty of the
¢ people.]

Having f{uffered by the abufe of abfoclute
power, many of the deputies, afraid to en-
truft their conftitutional monarchs with any,
oppofed the wefo ; left it fhould palfy the
operations of the national aflembly, and bring
back the old defpotifm of the cabinet. The
difcuffion likewile extending beyond it’s walls,
was as fuperficially and as warmly treated by
thofe, who thought only of the old govern«
ment, when they talked of framing a new
one. And ds the people were now led by
hot-headed men, who found it the fhorteft
way to popularity, to deliver exaggerated
elogiums on liberty, they began to look for
a degree of freedom in their government, in-
compatible with the prefent ftate of their
manners ; and of which they had no perfect
idea. It is not then furprifing, that it {hould
become a mark of patriotifm, to oppofe the
veto ; though Mirabeau never gave a fironger
proof of his, than in fupporting it; con-
vinced that it was the intereft of the people
he was efpoufing, whilft he rifked their fu-
vour,

The
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The will of the public was, in reality, fo
decided, that they would {carcely allow the
<cte 10 be mentioned ; and the affembly, to
ficer a middle courfe, adopted the fufpenfive
weto 3 after confidering fome other impor-
tant clements of the conflitution, which feemed
to them to be intimately conneded with the
royal prerogative.

Certainly a few of the moft judicious depu-
tics muft have perceived the impolicy of the
Sufpenfive weto; and they could only have
agreed to fall into the meafure, under an
idca that the minds of the people not being
completely ripe for a total change of govern
ment—from abfolute defpotifm to complete
republicanifm, it was politically neccflary ftill
to maintain the fhadow of monarchy. ¢ To af-
¢ fign,’ fays one of the deputies, ¢ a term to
¢ the veto, is at laft to force the king to exe-
¢cute a law of which he difapproves: and
¢ making him thus a blind and paflive inftru-
¢ ment, a fecret waris fomented between hinr
® and the national affembly. It is, in fhort,
¢to refufe him the wvezo; though thofe who
* refufe it have not the courage openly to fay,
¢ that Irance has no longer any nced of
¢ king.’

But,
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But, from the commencement of the re-
volution, the mifery of France has originated
from the folly or art of men, who have
fpurred the people on too faft; tcaring up
prejudices by the rodt, svhich they fhould
have permitted to dic gradually away. Had
they, for example, allowed the king to have
enjoyed the fhare in the government promifed
by the alfolute vetr, they would have let him
gently down from the altitude of unlimited
{way, without making him feel the ground he
loft in the defcent. And this femblance of
his former authority would have gratified him ;
or rather, breaking his fall, have induced him
to fubmit patiently to other refiraints, lefs
humiliating to him, though more beneficial to
the people. TFor it is evident from experi-
ence, and might have been forefecn, that the
determination on this queftion was one grand
fource of the continual bickerings of the af-
{fembly with the court and miniftry; who
took care to make the king fee, that he was
fet up as an idol, "merely to receive the mock
refpect of the legiflative body, till they were
quite {ure of the people.

Could it, indeed, have been afcertained,
that Louis, or rather the queen, would have

7 tamely
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tamely born with fuch a diminution of power,
this meafure might have been deemed prudent;;
becaufe it was then morally certain, that the
monarchy would have expired naturally with
the diffolution of the king. But, when the
pride and rcftlefs {pirit of the queen were
well known ; and that it was probable, from
the thoele tenour of her former life, fhe would
contrive to have the miniftry compofed of the
moft diffolate and headftrong men ; it muft
appear the height of folly only to have left
the king the power of perplexing their pro-
ceedings, after they had piqued his pride,
And when, to give, as it were, efficiency to the
conipiracies; which would naturally be formed
by the courtiers, to recover the authority reft
from them, we find they afterwards voted
fuchan enormous fumto defray the civil lift, as
was fufficient to move like puppets hundreds
of the corrupt french; it muft be confefled,
that their abfurdity and want of difcerhment
appear not lefs reprehenfible, than the fubfc-
quent conduct of the court flagitious.

The conftitutional committee had given it
as their opinion, that the contefted wero did
not concern the national affembly then exift-
ing ; which, being a conftituting body, it was

5 their
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their duty to fee that the conftitution was ac-
cepted, not fanctioned. This report carrics
with it an air of imbecility, which renders it
almoft incredible : for, if the affembly were
determined to oblige the king to accept their
decrees, they had better have told him {o with
becoming dignity, and made provifion for his
rétiring from a poft in which he was ufelefs.
Inftead of this, he was in a manner thuffled
off the throne ; and treated with cruelty as
well as contempt. It would have been at lcaft
ingenuous, and might be deemed magnani-
mous, had they allowed him to retire with a
third of the ftipend, which they afterwards
voted him, when he continued to appear like
a theatrical king, only to excitc the pity of
the vulgar, and to ferve as a pretext for the
defpots of Europe to urge in juftification of
. their interference. The liberating an impri-
foned monarch was a plaufible motive, though
the real: one was obviouily to ftop the pro-
grefs of principles, which, once permitted to
extend themfelves, would ultimately fap the
foundation of their tyranny, and overturn all
_the courts in Europe. Pretending then only
to have in view the reftoration of order in
France, -and to frce an injurcd king, they
Z 2 aimed
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aimed at crufhing the infant brood of Ii-
berty.

Similar fentiments muft have occurred to
every thinking perfon, who ever ferioufly re-
fletted on the condu@ of the germanic courts,
which has actually deftroyed the tranquillity
of Europe for centuries paft. War is the na-
tural confequence of their wretched fyf-
temns of government.—They are {upported
by military legions; and without wars they
could not have veteran foldiers. Their aggran-
difement then, and half-lived plcafures, cafl
in a mould of ceremony, fpring out of the
miferies, and are foftered by the blood of hu-
man beings ; whom they have facrificed with
as much fang froid, fending them in herds to
flaughter, as the hard-hearted favage romans
viewed the horrid fpe@acle of their prize-
fichters ; from the bare idea of which the
mind turns, difgufted with the whole empire,
and particularly with-the government that
dared to boaft of it’s heroifm and refpect for
juftice, when not only tolerating, but encou-
raging fuch enormities.

To the {ympathizing princes of the conti-
nent, therefore, the king fhould have becn

given up: or, if it were neceflary to huimour
2 the

-
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the prejudice of the nation, and fiill {ufler
frenchmen to have a moft chriftian king, or
grand monargue, to amule them by devouring
capons or partridges before them; it would
have been but juft, both in reafon and policy,
to-have allowed him fuch a portion of liberty
and power, as would have formed a confiflent
governments This would have prevented thofe
clamours, which were fure to draw together an
hoft of enemies, to impede the fettlement of ra-
tional laws; flowing from a conftitution, that
would peaceably have undermined defpotifin,
had it been allowed gradually to changc the
manners of the people, “Though had this power
been granted, it might have been produétive
perhaps of great inconveniences; as it is not
likely, that a court accuftomed to exercife un-
bridled {wvay would contentedly have co-ope-
rated with the legiflature, when poflelling
only reafonable prerogatives.

Some apprehenfions of this kind may have
occurred to the aflembly : though it rather ap-
pears, that they were either influenced by a
ridiculous pride, not being willing to take the
britith conftitution, {o far as it refpected the
prerogative, for their model ; or intimidated
by the people, who, duringthe long debate,had

Z 3 outrage=
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outrageoufly expreffed their will, and even
handed about a lift of profcriptions, in which
the wetoifts were denounced as traitors worthy
of death. Bethis as it may, they determined
on a half-way meafure, that irritated the court
without appeafing the people. Having
previoufly decrecd, that the national affembly
thould be permanent, that is always exifting,
inftead of being diffolved at the clofe of every
feflion, they refolved, that the vefo of the king
thould fufpend the enation of a law only
during two legiflatures. ¢ The wifdom of this
¢ law,’ fays Rabaud, ¢ was univerfally acknow-
¢ ledged .’ though the folly of it rather merited
univerfal reprobation.

From the manner indeed, in which the
aflembly was conftituted, it was to be dreaded,
that it’s members would not long fuftain
the dignity, with which they commenced the
career of their bufinefs : becaufe the party, that
oppofed withf{uch bitternefs the junétion of the
three orders, ftill oppofing with rancorous
heat,- and wily ftratagems, every meafure pro-
pofed by the really patriotic members, were
indire@tly feconded by the infincere and wa-
vering ; who, having no motive to govern
their condu@®, but the moft deteftable

felfifha
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{elfifhnefs, the offspring of vanity or avarice,
always took the fide beft calculated to gratify
the crude wifhes of the multitude. And this
anyoked multitude, now fuddenly initiated
into the {fcience of civil and natural rights,
all become confummate politicians, began to
control the decifions of a divided affembly,
rendered timid by inteftine broils.

There were befides many circumftances,
which tended to make any attempt to counter-
act this influence very difficult, - At the mect-
ing of the ftates-general, the whole court-par-
ty, with the greater proportion of both the
nobility and clergy, were in oppofition to the
third eflate : and thongh the number of the
latter was equal to that of the other two or-
ders, they had alfo to contend with the inve-
terate prejudices of ages. The court had
thought only of devifing mecans to crufh
them ; and had the foldiery a&ted with the
blind zeal common to men of this profeffion,
it would of itfelf have been fufficient to have
completely difconcerted their views, This
conduét of the cabinet, and the difcovery of
the atrocious confpiracy, which had been
formed againft the people and their idolized
reprefentatives, provoking the refentment and

Z 4 VeRgeanes



{ 344 )

vengeance of the nation, palfied all authority,
and rendered the laws that had emanated from
it contemptible. To oppofe this torrent
of opinions, like an impetuous current,
that after heavy rains, defying all refiftance,
bears away on it’s raging bofom every obfta-
cley, required the moft enlightened prudence
and determined refolution.

So much wifdom and firmnefs feldom fall
to the lot of any country : and it could fearce-
ly have been expected from the depraved and
volatile french ; who proudly, or ignorantiy,
determining to follow no political track, feem
to have fixed on a {yftem proper only fora
people in the higheft ftage of civilization :—
a fyftem of itfelf calculated to diforganize the
government, and throw embarrafiments into
all it’soperations. This was an crrour {o grofs,
as to demand the fevercft animadverfions. Tor
this political plan, ever confidered as uto-
pian by all men who had not traced the pro-
grefs of reafon, or calculated the degree of
perfetibility the human faculties are capable
of attaining, was, it might be prefumed, the
moft improper for the degencrate fociety of
France. 'The excrtions of the very admirers
of the revolution were, likewife, far from be-

ing
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ing permanent 3 and they could hardly have
been expected to poffefs fufficient virtuc to
fupport a government, the duration of which
they at leaft feared would be thort.  The men
termed experienced believed it phyfically im-
polliblé ; and no arguments were cogent
enough to convince them of the contrary : {o
that, they leaving the tafk to mock patriots
and enthufiafts, a frefh odium has becn
thrown on principles, which, notwithftanding
are gaining ground. Things muft be left to
their natural courfe ; and the accelerating pro-
grefs of truth promifcs to demonfirate, what
no arguments have hitherto been able to
prove,

The foundation of liberty was laid in the
declaration of rights ; the firft three articles
of which contain the great principles of natu-
ral, political, and civil liberty.~—Tirft, that
men are born, and always continue, free, and
equal jn refpe to their rights :—civil diftinc-
tions, therefore, can be founded only on public
utility. Secondly, the end of all political affoci-
ations is the prefervation of the natural and
imprefcriptible rights of man: which rights
are—liberty, property, {ecurity, and refiftance
of oppreflion. Thirdly, the pation is the

fource
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feurce of all fovercignty: no body of men,
no individual, can then bc entitled to any au-
thority, which is not derived from it. The
firft article, eftablifhing the equality of man,
ftrikes at the root of all ufelefs diftin&ions :—
the fecond, {ecuring his rights again{t oppref-
fion, maintains his dignity :~and the third,
acknowledging the fovereignty of the nation,
confirms the authority of the pcople.—Thefe
are the cffential points of a good govern-
ment : and it is only ncceflary, when thefe
points are afcertained by a nation, and fo-
Iemnly ratified in the hearts of it’s citizens, to
take care, in the formaticn of a political {yf-
tem, to provide againft the abufe of the exe-
cutive part; whilft equal caution fhould be
obferved, not to deftroy it’s efficiency, as on
that depend it’s juftice, vigowr, and promp-
titude, The other articles are explanatory of
the nature and intent of thefe rights, ang
ought to have had more attention paid te
them, when the {truéture was raifed, to which
they ferved as a bafts,

Whillt defining the authority of the king,
pr rather determining, that he thould have no
authority, unlefs the option of difturbing

the legiflation deferve that name, they dc-
bated



L 347 )

bated the queftion of two chambers with
cqual inconf{ideration, and all the puerile felf-
fufhiciency of ignorance, The oppofers of two
chambers, without allowing, that there was
any political wifdom in appointing onc houfe
of reprefentatives to reconfider the refolves of
the other, ridiculed the idea of a balance of
power, and inftanced the abufes of the englifh
government to give force to their objeétions.
At the {fame time fearing, that the nobles of
the court would contend for an hereditary fe-
nate, {imilar to the britith houfc of peers; or,
at leaft, for a feat during life, paramount to the
reprefentatives who they determined fhould be
ele@ed every two years ; they fought to bring
the bufinefs to a fpeedy ifive. The very di-
vifion of the nobility ferved to haften it, and
firengthened the arguments of the popular
members ; who finding that they could rely on
the concurrence of the parith pricfts, whofe
wifhes in favour of the unity of the aflembly
were quickly betrayed by the opinions of their
leading orators, demanded the dccifion of a
queftion, that had becn agitated in the meft
tumultuous manner, )

Mirabeau withed to prove, that the decifion
of the queftion refpecting the permanency of

2l
the
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the z{lembly had prejudged that of the twvo
chambers ; and the plan of a {enate, propofed
by the conftitutional comunittee, only excited
frefh apprchenfions, that the ancient hydra
would again recar it’s head. They reprefented
this fcnate as the cradle of a new anftocracy ;
as a dangerous counterpoize to popular vio-
lence, becaufe it would ftill fofter the preju-
dices, which produced inequalitics amongf(l
men, and give continual play tothe overbearing
paflions, that had hitherto degraded mankind.
And to fhow previoufly their eatire difintereft-
cdnefs, as well as fear of allowing the exercife
of power to become familiar, much lefs ne-
ceilury to any members of the community,
they unanimoully voted, that for each legifla-
ture,thename given tothe meeting of the repre-
fentatives, a total change of the deputies fhould
take place.

The very nobility, in fa&, were far from
being united in fupport of two chambers.
The order was a numerous one : and to eftab-
lith an equality of privileges, it was neceflary,
that they fhould all concur to elect the upper
chamber, as the reprefentatives of the whole
body ; whilft the nobles of the court, and of
the ancicnt houfes, fecretly indulged the hope

of
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of cllablithing a peerage 5 which would nat

(%]

only raife them above the commons, but keep
at a proper diltance the upftart nobility, with
whom they had heretofore impatiently joftied.
There was even another caufe of jealoufy :
for it was prefumed, that the forty-feven no-
bles, who firlt joined the aflembly, vrould
now be rewarded. In fhort, the idie fears and
more contemptible vanity of the different par-
ties now operated fo much in favour of an
indivifible {enate, that the queftion was de-
cided by a great majerity, to the intire fatis-
faion of the public, who were almolt as

eager for one chamber, as averfe to the vors
The deputies, who oppoled the upper cham-
ber to promote the good of focicty, did it
from a belicf, that it would be the afylum of
a new ariftocracy ; and from a total igno-
rance, or obfcurity of ideas, refpedting it's
utility,  Whilft the opprefliens of the feudal
fyftem being ftill prefent to the minds of the
people, they confidered a divifion of the le-
giflative body as inconfiftent with the freedom
and equality they were taught to cxpect as
the prime bleflings of- a new cenftitution.
The very mention of fawo chambers carried
them back to the old difpute, refpecting the
negative
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negative of the different orders; and feemed
to fubvert the revolution. Such fears, dege-
perating into weaknefs, canonly be accounted
for by recolle@ing the many cruel thraldoms,
from which they had fo recently efcaped.
Befides, the remembrance of their former
fervitude,and the refentment excited by the late
firuggle to prove they were men, created in
their enthufiaftic imaginations fuch a multi.
tude of horrours, and fantaftic images of new
dangers, as did not allow them to exercife the
full powers of their reafon. So that to con-
vince them of the propriety of a new inftitu.
tion, and heat the fupperters of it, nothing
more was neceflary, than to fhow, that it was
the very reverfe of thofe maintained by the
partizans of the old government.

The wifdom of giving to the executive
part of a government an abfolute vefe might
very juftly have been queftioned ; as it feems
to be giving a power to one man to counte-
ra& the will of a whole people—an abfurdity
too” grofs to merit refutation. Still, whilft
crowns are a neceflary bauble to pleafe the
multitude, itis alfo neceffary, that their dig-
nity fhould be fupported, in order to prevent
an overweening ariftocracy from concentrating

all
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all authority in themfelves. This feems to
have been expedient, likewife, as long as the
manners of barbarians remained: as favages
are naturally pleafed with glafs and beads, in
proportion as they afford a ftriking contraft to
the rude materials of their own fabrication.

In the progreffive influence of knowledge
on manners, both drefs and governments ap-
pear to be acquiring fimplicity ; it may there-
fore be inferred, that, as the people attain dig-
nity of charaler, their amufements will flow
from a more rational fource than the pagean-
try of kings, or the view of the fopperies ex-
hibited at courts. If thefe have been {upported
hitherto by childifh ignorance, they feem to
be lofing their influence, as the underftanding
of the world approaches to manhood: for, as
they grow wifer, the people will look for the
folid advantages of fociety ; and watching with
fufficient vigilance their own intereft, the
veto of the executive branch of the government
would become perfetly ufelefs ; though in the
hands of an unprincipled, bold chief magi-
ftrate, it might prove a dangerous inftrument.
In forming a reprefentative plan of govern-
ment it appears neceflary then to take care
only, that it be {o conftrulted, as to prevent

hafty
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bafty decifions; or the carrying into laws
dangerous, impolitic meafures, which have
been urged by popular declaimers, who are
too apt to gain an afcendancy in a numerous
affembly. Until the principles of govern-
ments become {implified, and a knowledge of
them be diffeminated, itisto be feared, thut
popular affemblies will often be influenced by
the falcinating charms of eloquence: and as
it is poffible for a man to be eloquent without
being either wife or virtuous, it is but a com-
mon precaution of prudence in the framers
of a conftitution, to provide fome check to
the gvil.

Befides, it is very probable, in the fame flate
of reafon, that a faCtion may arife, which
will control the affembly; and, acting con-
trary to the difates of wifdom, throw the
flate into the moft dangerous convulfions of
anarchy: confequently, it ought to form a
primary object with a conftituting affembly,
to prevent, by fome falutary contrivance, the
mifchief flowing from fuch fources. The ob-
vious preventative is a fecond chamber, or
fenate, which would not, it is moft likely, be
under the influence of the fame fa&ion ; and
it is at leaft certain, that it’s decjfions would

oot
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pot be dire@ted by the fame orators. 'The
advantage would be more certain if bufincfs
were not conducted in the two chambersin a
fimilar manner. Thus by making the moft nu-
merous affembly the moft adtive, the other
would have more time to weigh the probable
confequence of any a&t or decree, which would
preventtholeinconveniences; or, at leaft, many
of them, the confequence of hafte or faction.

This fyftem in an old government is fuf-
ceptible of improvement. The minds of
young men generally having more fire, alti-
vity, and invention, it would be politically
wife to reftri® the age of the fenators to
thirty-five, or forty years; at which period
of life they moft likely would have gone
through a certain routine of bufinefs ; and be-
come more fage, and fteady, they would be
better calculated to decide refpefting the
policy, or wifdom of the alts of the chamber
of reprefentatives.

It is true France wasin fuch a flate at the
time of the revolution, that a like improve-
ment could not have been inftantly carried into
execution, becaufe the ariftocratical influence
was juftly to be dreaded. The conflituting
aflembly then fhould have remained indivifi-

Aa ble;
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ble ; and as the members became in fome mea-
fire acquainted with legiflative bufinefs, they
would have prepared fenators for the upper
chamber. Allthefuture legiflaturesbeingdivid-
edintotwochambers, ahoufe of reprefentatives,
andafenate, the members of the national affem-
bly might have been permitted to be elcéted
for the, fenate, though they fhould not have
attained the age prefcribed ; for the reftriction
needed not to have taken place until the go-
vernment found it’s.level, and even then, the
members of the preceding houfe. of repre.
fentatives might have been allowed to be re-
turned for the fenate.

It.has been a2 common'remark- of moralifts,
that we are'the leaft acquainted with our own
characers, This has been literally the cafe
with the french: for certainly no people ftand
in fuch great need of a check; and, totally
deftitute of."experi)ence in political fcience, it
mutft have been clear to all men of found un-
derftanding, that fome fuch plan alone. would
have enabled them to  avoid many fatal
errours.

The- firft efforts of the national affémbly
were truly magnanimous ; but the charater

of the men was too light, fo maintain the
{fame
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fame heroifm, when not warmed by paffion—
too giddy, to fupport with grave dignity the
fplendour of fudden glory. Their vanity was
alfo unbounded ; and their falfe eftimate of
difintereftednefs of condu&, whilft they be-
trayed puerility of {fentiment, was not among
the leaft of the misfortunes,” which have be-
fallen that unhappy country. Their hearts
had been too lorig fophifticated, to fuggeft the
beft mode of c¢ommunicating freedom to
millions ; and their heads were ftill lefs cal-
culated to lay down' a pra@icable plan of go-
vernment, adapted to the ftate of knowledge
of the age. So much {0, that they feem to
have feleted from books only the regulations
proper for a period of perfe@ civilization.
The revolutions of ftates ought to be gra-
dual; for during violent or material changes
it is-not fo much the wifdom of meafures, as
the popularity they acquire by being adapted
to'the foibles of the great body of the com-
munity, which gives them fuccefs.—Men are
moft eafily led away by the ingenious argu-
ments, that'dwell on the equality of man,
and thefe are always-employed by the different
leaders of popular governments,
Aaz Whilft
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— Whilft the moft ingenious theorifts, oy
defperate partizans of the people, take ad-
vantage of this infirmity of our nature, the
confequences muft fometimes prove deftruc-
tive to fociety, if they do not end in the moft
dreadful anarchy. For when the members of
a ftate are not direCted by pratical know-
ledge, every one produces a plan of polity,
till the confufion becomes general, and the
nation plunges into wretchednefs, purfuing
the fchemes of thofe philofophers of genius
who, advancing before their age, have
{ketched the model of a perfe® fyftem of
government., Thus it happened in France,
that Hume’s idea of a perfec commonwealth,
the adoption of which would be eligible only
when civilization has arrived at a much
greater degree of perfeGion, and knowledge
is more generally diffufed than at the prefent
period, was neverthelefs chofen as the model
of their new government, with a few excep-
tions, by the conftituent affembly: which choice
doubtlefs proceeded from the members not hav-
ing had an opportunity to acquire a knowledge
of pratical liberty. Some of the members,
it is true, alluded to the improvements made

by
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by the americans on the plan of the englifh
conftitution ; but the great majority, defpifing
experience, were for forming, at once, a
fyftem much more perfe&. And 'this felf-
fufficiency has produced thofe dreadful out~
rages, and attacks, made by the anarchifts of
that country,  on perfonal liberty, property,
and whatever elfe fociety holds facred.

Thefe melancholy confiderations feem to
me to afford irrefragable arguments, to prove
that it is neceffary for all governrr{ents, which
have for their object the happinefs of the peo-
ple, to make the power of altering peaceably
a fundamental principle of their conftitution.

Still, if the attempt to carry prematurely
into execution the {ublime theory, which has
occupied fome of the beft heads to form, have
afforded an opportunity to fuperficial poli-
ticians, to condemn it as abfurd and chimeri-
cal, becaufe it has not been attended with im-
mediate fuccefs, the advocates for the exten-
fion of truth and reafon ought not to defpair.
For when we contemplate the flow improve-
ment, that has been made in the fcience of
government ; and, that eventhe fyftem of the
britith conflitution was confidered, by fome
of the moft enlightened ancients, as the fub-

Aaj limeft



( 358 )
limeft theory the human mind was able to con-
geive, though not reducible to pradtice, they
fhould not relax in their endeavours to bring
fo matyrity a polity more fimple—which
promifes more equal freedom, and general
happinefs to mankind.

CHAPc
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CHAPTER 1L

OBSERVATIONS ON THE VETO. THE WOMEN OPPER
U? THEIR ORNAMENTS TO THE PUBLIC. DPRATE
WHETHER THE SPANISH BRANCH OF THE BOUR-
BOKS COULD REIGN IN FRANCE. CONDUCT OF THE
KING RESPECTING THE DECREES OF THE FOURTH
OF AUBUST. VANITY OF THE FRENCH. DEBATES
ON QUARTERING A THOUSAND REGULARS AT VER-
SAILLES. INDIVIDUALS OPFER THEIR JEWELS AND
PLATE TO MAKE UP THE DEFICIENCY OF THBE
LOAR. THR XING SENDS HIS RICH SERVICE OF PLATR
TO THE MINT, NECKER’S PROPOSAL FOR EVERY
CITIZEN TO GIVE UP A FOURTH OF HIS INCOME.
SPEECH OF MIRABEAU ONXN IT. HIS ADDRESS TO THE
NATIDN.

AFTER the national aflembly had deter-
mined, that the legiflative body thould confift
of one houfe, to be renewed every two years,
they appear to have had fome fufpicion of
the impolicy of the decree; but not allowing
themfelves time to comprehend the ufe of a
fenate taken from the body of the people,
they attempted to filence the fears, fome
moderate men entertained, of the bhad confe-
quences which might arife from the decifions
of an impetuous affembly without a check,

by affuring them, that the delay, the vefo
Aayg would
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would occafion, was a fufficient counterpoilc,
They reprefented the king’s vezo as the nega-
tive archetype of the national will; adding,
that it would be the duty of the fovereign to
examine with vigilance the juftice or wifdom
of their decrees; and by the exertion of his
power prevent the hafty eftablifhment of any
laws inimical to the public good. So eafy is
it for men to frame arguments, to cover the
homely features of their own folly—fo danger-
ous is it to follow a refined theory, however
feafible it may appear, when the happinefs
of an empire depends on it's fuccefs ; and fq
inconfiderately did the national affembly a&t
in this great bufinefs, that they did not wait
even to determine the precife meaning of the
word fanétion.

If the king then reprefented the negative
will of the nation, which the affembly pre-
tended to fay he did; and if he poffeffed
the fupreme wifdom and moderation necefs
fary to guaranty that will, which fuppofing
he did not, it was a folly too grofs to require
any comment ; in the name of common fenfe
—why was-his veto fufpenfive

The truth is pbvious,—the affembly had
not fufficient courage to take a decided part,

5 —They
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~—They knew, that the king and court could
not be depended upon ; yet they had not the
magnanimity to give them up altogether.
They juftly dreaded the depravity and in-
fluencé of the nobles ; but they had not the
fagacity to model the government in fuch a
manner, as would have defeated their future
confpiracies, and rendered their power nuga-
tory ; though they had the example of the
Thirteen States of America before them, from
which they had drawn what little pracical
knowledge of liberty they poffeffed.—But,
no ; the regeneration of France muft lead to
the regeneration of the whole globe. The
political fyftem of frenchmen muft ferve as a
model for all the free ftates in the univerfe '—
Vive la liberté was the only cry—and /z baga-
zelle entered into every debate—whilft the
whole nation, wild with jey, was hailing the
commencement of the golden age.

The women too, not to be outdone by the
roman dames, came forward, during this dif-
cuffion, to facrifice their ornaments for the
good of their country. And this frefh ex-
ample of public fpirit was alfo given by
the third eftate ; for they were the wives and
daughters of artizans, who firft renounced

their
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their female pride-—or rather made one kind
of vanity take place of another. However,
the offering was made with theatrical grace;
and the lively applaufes of the aflembly werce
reiterated with great gallantry.

Another interruption had likewife occurred,
of a more ferious nature.—For after they had
decreed, with an unanimous voice—That zAe
perfon of the king is facred and imvislable, that
the throne is indfvifible ; that the crown is bere-
ditary, in the males of the reigning family, accord-
ihg to the order of primogeniture, to the perpetual
exclufion of females, a deputy propofed, that,
before going any further, they fhould decide
¢ whether the branch reigning in Spain could
¢ reign in France, though it had renounced
¢ the crown of the latter kingdom by the moft
¢ authentic treaties.’

Several of the moft refpeftable members
reprefented, that this was a delicate bufinefs,
with which it was impolitic to meddle at
prefent, and as unneceflary as imprudent,
Mirabeau was of this opinion ; but when he
found, that much time.was likely to be con-
fumed in idle debates, and contemptible vehe-
mence, he endeavoured to cut the matter fhort

by moving a new queltion—namely, ¢ that
‘no
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¢ no one could reign in France, who was not
¢ born in the kingdom.’

But nothing could prevent the agitation of
the fame fubje& for three days; prolonged
either by the fears of one party, or the de-
fire of another to embroil the aflembly, and
retard the formation of a conftitution. Mira-
beau made feveral fevere, but juft remarks, on
the chara&er of Louis XIV, whofe ambi-
tion had produced the difpute; and reprobated
with dignity, their manner of treating a peo~
ple, as if they were the property of a chief,
Should any difficulty arife, in future, he
maintained, that the nation would then be
competent to judge of it; and had an equal
right to determine the fucceflion, as to choofe
a new fyftem of government.

The aflembly, though generally fo inat-
tentive to the fuggeftions of found policy,
defpifing moderation, bccame now beyond
meafure fcrupulous. Some deputies repre-
fented the danger of alienating to the englith
the commerce of Spain, by difgufting it’s
court; and others anticipated the inteftine
troubles, which a doubt refpefting the un-
changeable defcent of the crown might pro-
ducé, At laft they refolved to add to the
declaration, refpefting the monarchy, that

they
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they did not mean to make the decree, 4y any

means prejudge the effect of renunciations.
Whilft they were fettling thefe things in
the affembly, the refradtory nobles and clergy
were intriguing to prevent the king from giv-
ing his affent to the promulgation of the de-
crees of the 4th of auguft. The royal fanc-
#ion had been demanded before the import of
the word was {fcanned ; and the court taking
advantage of this ambiguity, made the king
pretend he mifunderftood the demand; and
imagined that they merely afked for his opi-
nion, and not to know his will. Inftead then
of a fimple monofyllable, he replied by a
memoire. He approved, in general, of the
fpirit of thefe determinations; but entered
into an inveftigation, more or lefs copious, of
every article. He weighed the advantages
and jnconveniences ; and pointed out pre-
caytions and modifications, which appeared
to him neceflary to realize the former and
prevent the latter, He objeted particularly
to the abolition of fome rents ; which, though
fubftitutes for perfonal fervice, were now
atual property ; he fuggefted fome difficulty
that might attend the abolition of tithes ; and
hinted, that the german princes, who had
pofleflions
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pofleflions in Alface, fecured to them by
treaty, might refent the infringement. In
anfwer to the laft obje&ion, a member obferv-
ed, that the inhabitants of this province, who
had long been finking under the weight of
thefe privileges, daily augmented by the con-
nivance of minifters, had inferted an article
in their inftructions exprefsly demanding the
abolition of this deftru&ive fyftem; which
reduced them to defpair, and forced them con-
tinually to emigrate. Several of the deputies
withed to have the king’s reply referred to
the examination of a committee ; yet, a great
majority infifting, that the decrees of the 4th
of auguft were not new laws, to be carried
into force by the executive power, but
abufes which it was abfolutely neceffary to
clear away before the formation of the con-
ftitution, demanded their immediate promul-
gation. Accordingly they refolved, that the
prefident fhould wait on the king and requeft
him immediately to order the promulgation
of the decrees; affuring him at the fame
time, that the national affembly, when con-
fidering each article feparately, would pay
‘the moft fcrupulous attention ‘to the obferva-

tions.communicated by his majefty.
This
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This imperative petition had the defired
effe@, and the king acceded, the 20th of
feptember, to their will, fan&ioning decrees
ke did not approve,

‘Fhis was the firft glaring inftance of the
conflituting aflembly ading contrary to it’s
pretenfions’; and the king, long in the habit of
difflembling, always yielding to the preflure
of remonftrances, no matter from what quar-
ter they came, with criminal infincerity ac-
knowledging himfelf a.cipher, laid the foun-
dation of his own infignificancy, by ordering
the promulgation of decrees, which he be-
lieved were incompatible with juftice, and
might involve the french monarchy in dif-
agreeable difputes with foreign princes, when
peace was particularly neceflary to calm it’s
internal convulfions.

If a chief magiftrate be of any confequence
to a flate, his wifdom ought to appear in the
dignity and firmnefs of his a&ions.—But, if
he be confidered as the fountain of juftice
and honour,.and do not poflefs the abilities
and magnanimity of a common:man, in’ what
a wretched light muft he be viewed by the
eyes of difcernment. arid common fenfe ?—
And, if the framers of 2 conflitution’ credté a

2 power
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power that muft continually a& at varfance
with itfelf, they not only undermine the pil-
lars of their own fabric, but they infert the
fcon of a difeafe the moft deftructive to truth
and morals.

After complying with this compulfatory
requeft, Louis, who, finding that he was.
left without any fhare of power, feems to
have thought very little of his fufpenfive veto,
determined to play a part that would give an
air of fincerity to his prefent condu@, whillt
his obje@ was fecretly to favour the efforts
of the counter-revolutionifts ; and if poffible
effe@ his own efcape.~But, in the mean time,
he endeavoured to make fuch ufe of it as might
prevent the total derangement of the old fyftem,
without unveiling his fecret views, and inten-
tions. It.is.difficult to determine which was
the molt reprehenfible, the folly of the aflem-
bly; or the: duplicity of the king. If Louis
were without character, and controlled by a
court without virtue,. it amounted' to a- de-
mronftration, that every infidious mean would
be employed: by the courtiers to reinftate the
ald government ;. and recover, if poffible,
their former fplendour and voluptuous eafe.
For, though they were difperfed, it was no-

torious
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torious to all France, nay, to all Europe, that
a conftant correfpondence was kept up between
the different parties, and their proje&ts con-
certed by one of the moft intriguing of dif~
appointed men *, It was obvious, therefore,
to Mirabeau, that the king ought to be gained
over to the fide of the people ; and made to
confider himfelf as their benefa&or, in order
to detach him from the cabal. But in this
refpe@ he was unfortunately over-ruled. This
mixture of magnanimity, and timidity, of
wifdom and headftrong folly, difplayed by
the affembly, appears, at the firlt view, to
involve fuch a contradiction, that every per-
fon unacquainted with the french chara&er
would be ready to call in queftion the truth
of thofe undeniable fa&s, which crowd on
the heels of each other during the progrefs
of the great events, that formed the revolu«
tion. A fuperficial glance over the circum-
ftances, will not enable us to account for
an inconfiftency, which borders on im-~
probability.—We muft, on the contrary,
ever keep in our thoughts, that, whilft
they were direfted in their political plans,
by a wild, half comprehended theory, their

¢ Calonne.
fen=
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fentiments were ftill governed by the old
chivalrous fenfe of honour, which diffufing a
degree of romantic heroifm into all their
altions, a falfe maghanimity would not per-
mit them to queftion the veracity of a man,
on whom they believed they were conferring
favours ; and for whom they ceértainly made
great allowance, if they did not forgive him
for countenancing plots, which tended to un-
dermine their favourite f{yftem.

It is, perhaps, the chara&eriftic of vanity,
to become enamoured with ideas, in propor-
tion as they were réemote from it’s conception,
until brought to the mind by caufes fo natural,
a8 to induce it to believe, that they are the
happy and fpontanecus flow of it’s own pro-
lific brain. Their fplendour then eclipfing
his judgment, the man is hurried on by en-
thufiafm and felf-fufficiency, like a fhip at
fea, without ballaft or helm; by every breath
of wind : and, to carry the comparifon ftill
further, fhould a tempeft chance to rife in
the ftate, he is fwallowed up in the whirl-
pools of confufion, into the very midft of
which his conceit has plunged him } as the
veffel, that was not prepared to ftem the

Bb violence
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violence of a hurricane, is buried in the rag-
ing furge.

The occafions of remarking, that frencha
men are the vaineft men living, often occur,
and here it muft be infifted on; for no fooner
had they taken poffeffion of certain philofo-
phical truths, perfuading themfelves, that the
world was indebted to them for the difcovery,
than they feem to have overlooked every other
confideration, but their adoption. Much evil
has been the confequence ; yet France is cer-
tainly highly indebted to the national affem-
bly for eftablithing many conftitutional prin-
ciples of liberty, which muft greatly accelerate
the improvement of the public mind, and
ultimately produce the perfe& government,
that they vainly endeavoured to eonftrutt
immediately with fuch fatal precipitation.

The confideration of feveral other articles
of the conftitution was continually interrupt-
ed, and not more by the variety of bufinefs,
which came under the cognizance of the
affembly, than by the want of a proper ar-
sapgement of them. Much time was loft
in difputing about the choice of fubjeds of
deliberation ; and the order in which they

ought
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ought to proceed. The bufinefs of the day
was perpetually obliged to give place to epi-
fodical fcenes; and men, who came prepared
to difculs one queftion, being obliged to turn
to another, loft in fome meafure the benefit
of refleGtion, and the energy, fo different
from the enthufialm of the moment, with
which 2 man fupports a well digefted opi-
nion.

Two or three flight debates had arifen on
the fubje@ of quartering a thoufand men, of
the regular troops, at Verfailles. The com-
mandant of the guards had requefted permif-
fion of the municipality; pointing out the
neceffity for the fecurity of the town, the
national affembly, and the perfon of the
king. The neceflity did not appear fo obvi-
ous to the public, and, in fa&, the demand
feemed calculated to provoke the tumults,
againft which they were fo officioufly
guarding. Mirabeau alfo obferved, ¢ thatthe
* ¢xecutive power had undoubtedly a right to
' augment the military force, in any particular
* place, when private information, or urgent
* circumftances, appeared to require it; and
* that the municipality had, likewife, a right
* to demand the troops they judged neceflary;

Bb 2 ¢ yet
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¢ yet he could not help thinking it fingular,
¢ that the minifters fhould have entrufted the
¢ municipality with a fecret, which they did
‘ not communicate to the affembly, who
¢ might be fuppofed at leaft as anxious to take
¢ every precaution for the fafety of the town
¢ and the king’s perfon.” To thefe pertinent
remarks no attention was paid ; and a letter
from the mayor of Paris, informing the
affembly, that a great number of the diftricts
of the metropolis had remonftrated againft the
introdu&ion of regular troops into Verfailles,
to awe the national guards, was equally
neglected ; whilft a letter to the prefident, in
the name of the king, informing him, that
he had taken the different meafures neceffary
to prevent any difturbances in the place where
the national affembly were fitting, was thrown
afide without any comment.

The loan ftill failing, feveral individuals
made magnificent prefents; facrificing their
Jewels and plate, to relieve the wants of their
country. And the king fent his rich fervice
to the mint, in fpite of the remonftrances of
the affembly.—The difintereftednefs of this
adtion, it is abfurd to talk of benevolence,
may fairly be doubted; becaufe, had he

efcaped,
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efcaped, and the efcape was then in contem-
plation, it would have been confifcated ;
whilft the voluntary offer was a popular ftep,
which might ferve for a little time to cover
this defign, and turn the attention of the
public from the fubje@ of the reinforcement
of the guards to the patriotifm of the king.
Thefe donations, which fcarcely afforded
a temporary f{upply, rather amufed than re-
lieved the nation; though they fuggefted a
new plan to the minifter. Necker, therefore,
incapable of forming any great defign for the
good of the nation, yet calculating on the
general enthufiafm, which pervaded all de-
fcriptions and ranks of people, laid before the
affembly the ruinous ftate of the finances,
propofing at the fame time, as the only mode
of remedying the evil, to require of the
citizens a contribution of one-fourth of their
income. The affembly was flartled by this
propofal, but Mirabeau, believing that the
people would now grant whatever their re-
prefentatives required, prevailed on the affem-
bly, by a lively reprefentation of the perilous
ftate of the kingdom, to adopt the only plan
of {alvation which had yet been fuggefted—-
infifting, that this was the only expedient to
Bb 3 avaid
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avoid an infamous national bankruptcy.
¢ Two centuries of depredations and pillage,’
he exclaimed, ¢ have hollowed out an im.
¢ menfe gulph, in which the kingdom will
$ foon be fwallowed. It is neceffary to fill
¢ up this frightful abyfs, Agreed !-—Choofe
¢ out the rich, that the facrifice may fall on
¢ the fewer citizens ; but, determine quickly!
¢ There are twa thoufand notables, who have
¢ fufficient property to reftore order to your
¢ finances, and peace and profperity to the
$ kingdom. Strike ; immolate without pity
s thefe. viGtims }—precipitate them inta the
¢ abyfs—it is going to clofe on them-—ye
¢ draw back, with horrour--ye men! pufil-
¢ Janimous and inconfiftent !—and fee ye not
¢ in decreeing a bankruptcy, or, which is ftill
¢ more contemptible, rendering it inevitable,
¢ ye are fullied by an a&t a thoufand times
¢ more criminal ¥’

But it is impofible to do juftice to this
burft of eloquence, in -a tranflation ; befides,
the moft energetic appeals ta the paffions
always lofe hilf their dignity, or, perhaps,
appear to want the fupport of reafon, when
they are cooly perufed.—Nothing produces
convidtion like paflion—it feems the ray from

heaven,
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heaven, that enlightens as it warms.—Yet
the effe® once over, fomething like a fear of
having been betrayed into folly clings to the
mind it has moft ftrongly influsnced; and
an obfcure fenfe of fhame lowers the fpirits
that were wound up too high.

From the whole tenour of this fpeech it is
clear, that Mirabeau was in earneft ; and that
he had fired his imagination, by confidering
this plan as an a& of heroifm, that would
ennoble the revolution, and refle® lafting
honour on the national affembly. In this
extemporary flow of eloquence, probably the
moft fimple and noble of modern times, mixed
none of the rhetoric which frequently entered
into his ftudied compofitions ; for his peri=
ods were often artfully formed ;—but it was
the art of a man of genius. He propofed to
the affembly to addrefs their conflituents on
this occafion ; and he was accordingly re-
quefted to prepare an addrefs for their con-
fideration.

His addrefs to the nation is, indeed, a
mafter-piece ; yet, being written to perfuade,
. and not fpoken to carry a point immediately,
and overwhelm oppofition, there is more
reafoning in it; and more artful, though lefs

Bb 4 forcible,
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forcible, appeals to the paffions. And, though
this expedient appears to be the moft. wild
that folly could have blundered upon, the
arguments ought to be preferved with whick
it was glofled over.

To expe® a man to give the fourth of
what he lived on; and that in the courfe of
fifteen months, leaving it to him to make the
eftimate, was expe&ing that from virtue,
which could only have been produced by
eanthufiafm. All the ancient aéts of heroifm
were excited by the {pur of prefent danger ;
and of this kind of virtue the french were
equally capable ; yet, though the plan af-
forded them an opportunity tp give a {plendid
proof of their patriotiim, it by no means
anfwered; becaufe, it being the effe@ rather of
temper than of principle, felfithnefs had time
to find a plaufible pretext to elude it; and
vanity is feldlom willing to hide it’s good
works in the cammon meafure,

As the removing the national affembly tq
Paris forms an epocha in the hiftory of the
revolution, it {feems proper to clofe this chap-
ter with Mirabeau’s addrefs.

¢ The deputies of the national affembly
* fufpend a while their labours to lay before

¢ their
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¢ their conftituents the wants of the ftate, and
¢ to call upon their patriotifm to fecond the
¢ meafures, which a country in danger de-
» mands.

¢ It were betraying you to diffemble. Two
# ways are open—the nation may firide for-
¢ ward to the moft glorious pre-eminence, or
¢ fall head-long into a gulph of misfortune.

$ A great revolution, the very plan of
* which fome months ago would have ap-
¢ peared chimerical, has taken place amongft
¢ us, Accelerated by unforefeen circumftances,
¢ the momentum has fuddenly overthrown
¢ our ancient inftitytions. Without allowing
¢ us time to prop what muft be preferved, or
§ to replace what ought to be deftroyed, it
# has at once furrounded us with ruins.

¢ QOur efforts to fupport the government are
¢ fruitjefs, a fatal numbnefs cramps all it’s
¢ powers. The public revenue is no more;
# and credit cannot gain ftrength at a moment,
¢ when our fears equal our hopes.—This{pring
¢ of focial power unbent, has weakened the
¢ whole machine; men and things, refolu-
¢ tion, courage, and even virtue itfelf, have
¢ loft their tenfion. If your concurrence do

¢ not fpeedily reftore life and motion to the
body-
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¢ body-politic, the grandeft revolutions, pe-
¢ rithing with the hopes it generated, will
* mingle again in the chaos, whence noble
¢ exertions have drawn it; and they, who
¢ fhall ftill preferve an unconquerable love of
¢ liberty, will refufe to unworthy citizens
¢ the difgraceful confolation of refuming their
¢ fetters.
¢ Since your deputies have buried all their
¢ rivalry, all their contending interefts, in a
¢ juft and neceffary union, the national affem-
¢ bly has laboured to eftablith equal laws for
¢ the common fafety. It has repaired great
¢ errours, and broken the links of countlefs
¢ thraldoms, which degraded human nature:
¢ jt has kindled the flame of joy and hope in
¢ the bofoms of the people, the creditors of
¢ earth and nature, whofe dignity has been
¢ fo long tarnifhed, whofe hearts have been
¢fo long difcouraged: it has reftored the
¢ long-obfcured equality of frenchmen, eftab-
$ blifhed their common right to ferve the ftate,
¢to enjoy it's proteftion, to merit it’s re-
¢ wards: in fhort, conformably to your in-
¢ ftruftions, it is gradually erefting, on the
¢ immutable bafis of the imprefcriptible rights
¢ of man, a conftitution mild as nature, laft-
s ‘ing
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s ing as juftice,and the imperfe&tions of which,
¢ the confequence of the inexperience of it’s
¢ authors, will eafily be repaired. We have
¢ had to contend with the inveterate prejudices
¢ of ages, whilft harafled by the thoufand un-
% certainties which accompany great changes.
¢ Qur fucceffors will have the beaten track of
¢ experience before them ; we have had only
¢ the compafs of theory to guide us through
¢ the pathlefs defert. They may labour peace-
¢ ably ; though we have had to bear up againft
¢ ftorms. They will know their rights, and
¢ the limits of their power : we have had to
¢ recover the one, and to fix the other, They
$ will confolidate our work—they will {furpafs
¢ us—What a recompence! Who fhall dare,
¢ mean while, to affign limits to the grandeur
$ of France ? Who is not elevated by hope 2
4+ Who does not feligitate himfelf on being a
¢ citizen of it’s empire ?
¢ Such, however, is the crifis of the fi
¢ nances, that the ftate is threatened with dif-
¢ folytion before this grand order of things can
¢ find it’s centre. The ceffation of the reve-
¢ nue has banifhed fpecie, A thoufand cir-
¢ cumftances haften it’s exportation. The
¢ fources of credit ar¢ exhaufted; and the
¢ wheels
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¢ wheels of government arc almoft at a fland,
¢If patriotifin then ftep not forward to the
* fuccour of government, our armies, our
¢ fleets, our fubfiftence, our arts, our trade,
¢ our agriculture, our national debt, our coun~
¢ try itfelf, will be hurried towards that cataf~
¢ trophe, when fhe will receive laws only from
¢ diforder and anarchy—Liberty would have
¢ glanced on our fight, only to difappear for
¢ ever, only to leave bchind the bitter con-
¢ {cioufnefs, that we did not merit the poffel-
¢ fion. And to our thame, in the eyes of the
¢ univerfe, the evil could be attributed folely
¢ to ourfelves. With a foil fo fertile, indufiry
¢ fo produdive, a commerce fo flourifhing,
¢ and fuch means of profperity—what is this
¢ embarraffiment of our finances? Our wants
¢ amount not to the expence of a fummer’s
¢ campaign—and our liberty, is it not worth
¢ more than thofe fenfelefs ftruggles, when
¢ gven vittory has provgd ruinous ?
¢ The prefent difficulty overcome, far from
¢ burdening the people, it will be eafy to
¢ meliorate their condition. Redu&ions, which
¢ need not annihilate luxury; reforms, which
¢ will reduce noneto indigence; a commutation
¢ of the oppreflive taxes, an equal affeffment
¢ of
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¢ of the impoft, together with the equilibrium
¢ which muft bereftored between our revenue
¢ and our expenditure ; an order that muft be
¢ rendered permanent by our vigilant fuperin-
¢ tendency.—Thefe are the fcattered obje@s of
¢ your confolatory perfpe@ive.~— They are
* not the unfubftantial coinage of fancy ; but
¢ real, palpable forms— hopes capable of
¢ proof, things fubordinate to calculation.
¢ But our actual wants—the paralyfis of our
¢ public ftrength, the hundred and fixty extra
¢ millions neceflary for this year, and the
¢ next—What can be done? The prime mi-
¢ nifter has propofed as the great-lever of the
¢ effort, which is to decide the kingdom’s fate,
¢ a contribution proportional to the income of
¢ each citizen.
¢ Between the neceflity of providing in-
¢ ftantly for the exigencies of the public, and
¢ the impofibility of inveftigating fo fpeedily
¢ the plan before us ; fearing to enter into a
¢ labyrinth of calculations, and feeing nothing
¢ contrary to our duty in the minifter’s propo-
¢ fal, we have obeyed the diftates of our con-
¢ {ciences, prefuming they would be yours.
¢ The attachment of the nation to the author
¢ of the plan, appeared tous a pledge of it’s
¢ fuccefs ;
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¢ fuccels ; and we confided in his long expe.
¢ rience, rather than truft to the guidance of
¢ our {peculative opinions.

¢ To the confcience of every citizen is left
¢ the valuation of his income : thus the effe®
¢ of the meafure depends on your own pa-
¢ triotifm. 'When the nation is burfting from
¢ the nothingnefs of fervitude to the creation
¢ of liberty—when policy is about to concur
* with nature in unfolding the inconceivable
¢ grandeur of her future defliny—hall vile
« paffions oppofe her greatnefs? intereft ftay
¢ her flight? and the falvation of the ftate
¢ weigh lefs than a perfonal contribution ?

¢ No ; fuch madnefs is not in nature ; the
¢ paffions even do not liften to fuch treacher-
¢ ous reckonings. If the revolution, which
¢ has given us a country, cannot roufe fome
¢ frenchmen out of the torpor of indifference,
¢ at leaft the tranquillity of the kingdom, the
¢ only pledge of their individual fecurity, will
¢ influence them. No ; it is not in the whirl
¢ of univerfal overthrow, in the degradation of
¢ tutelary authority, when a crowd of indigent
¢ citizens, fhut out from the -work-thops, will
¢ be clamouring for impotent pity ; when the
¢ foldiery difbanded will be forming itfelf into

¢ hungry
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¢ hungry gangs of armed plunderers, when
¢ property will be violated with impunity, and
¢ the very exiftence of individuals menaced—
¢ terrour and grief waiting at the door of every
¢ family—it is not amidft fuch complicated
¢ wretchednefs, that thefe cruel and fel-
¢ fith men will enjoy in peace the hoards
¢ which they denied their country. The only
¢ diftin&ion that awaits them, in the general
¢ wreck, will be the univerfal opprobrium
¢ they deferve, or the ufelefs remorfe that will
¢ corrode the inmoft recefles of their hearts.

¢ Ah! how many recent proofs have we
¢ of the public fpiritednefs, which renders all
¢ fuccefs fo eafy! With what rapidity was
¢« formed the national militia, thofe legions of
¢ citizens armed for the defence of the coun-
¢ try, the prefervation of tranquillity, and the
¢ maintenance of the laws! A generous emu-
¢ lation has beamed on all fides. Villages,
¢ towns, provinces, have confidered their pri-
¢ vileges as adious diftinétions, and folicited
¢ the honour of depriving themfelves of pe-.
¢ culiar advantages, to enrich their country.
¢ You know it : time was not allowed to draw
¢ up the mutual conceflions, dictated by a
¢ purely patriotic fentiment, into decrees; fo

¢ impaticnt
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¢ impatient was every clafs of citizens to res
. ® ftore to the great family whatever endowed
¢ fome of it’s members to the prejudice of
¢ others.
¢ Above all, fince the embarraflinent of our
¢ finances, the patriotic contributions have in-
¢ creafed. From the throne, the majefty of
¢ which a beneficent prince exalts by his vir-
¢ tues, has emanated the moft ftriking exam-
¢ ple.—O thou, fo juftly the dearly belove.l
¢ of thypeople—king—citizen--man of worth !
¢it was thine to caft a glance over the mag.
¢ nificence that furrounded thee, and to con-
¢ vert it into national refources. The objefts
¢ of luxury which thou haft facrificed, have
¢ added new luftre to thy dignity ; and whilft
¢ the love of the french for thy facred perfon
¢ makes them murmur at the privation, their
¢ fenfibility applauds thy magnanimity ; and
¢ their generofity will repay thy beneficence
¢ by the return it covets, by an imitation of
® thy virtues, by purfuing thy courfe in the
¢ career of public utility.
¢ How ‘much wealth, congealed by often-
¢ tation into ufelefs heaps, fhall melt into
¢ fowing ftreams of profperity ! How much
¢the prudent economy of individuals might
2 ¢ contribute
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s contribute to the reftoration of the kingdom !
¢« How many treafures, which the piety of our
¢ forefathers accumulated on the altars of our
« temples, will forfake their obfcure cells with-
¢ out changing their facred deftination ! « Thig
¢ I fet apart, in times of profperity ;" fays re-
¢ ligion ; * it is fitting that I difpenfeit in the
« day of adverfity. It was not for myfelf—
% a borrowed luftre adds nothing to my great-
“ nefs—it was for you, and the ftate, that I
“ Jevied'this honourable tribute on the virtues
“ of your forefathers.”
¢ Who can avoid being affe&ted by fuch
¢ examples? What a moment to difplay our
¢ refources, to invoke the aid of every corner
¢ of the empire !—O prevent the thame, with
¢ which the violation of our engagements;
¢ our moft facred engagements, would ftain
¢ the birth of freedom! Prevent thofe dread-
¢ ful thocks, which, in overturning the moft
¢ folid inftitutions, and fhattering the moft
¢ eftablifhed fortunes, would leave France cos
¢ vered with the fad ruins of a thameful hur-
¢ ricane. How miftaken are thofe; who ata
¢ certain diftance from the capital contemplate
¢ not the links, which conne& public faith with
¢-national profperity, and with the focial con-
Cc ‘tralt!
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“tract! They who pronounce the infumous
* term bankruptcy, are they not rather a herd
¢ of feracious beafts, than a fociety of men
¢ juft and free ? Where is the frenchman who
¢ will dare to look his fellow citizens in the
¢ face, when his confcience thall upbraid him
¢ with having contributed to empoifon the
¢ exiftence of millions of his fellow creatures ?
¢ Are we the nation to whofe honour it’s ene-
¢ mies bear witnefs, whe are about to fully the
¢ proud diftinGtion by a BANKRUPTCY }—
¢ Shall we give them caufe to fay, we have
¢ only recovered our liberty and ftrength to
* commit, without thuddering, crimes which
¢ paled even the cheek of defpotifm ?
¢ Would it be any excufe to proteft, that
¢ this execrable mifchief was not premedi-
$gated? Ah! no: the ecries of the vi&ims,
¢ whom we fhall fcatter over Europe, will
¢ drown our voice. A& then !—Be your
¢ meafures {wift, ftrong, fure. Difpel the
¢ eloud, that lowers over our heads, the gloom
¢ of which fheds terrour into the hearts of the
¢ creditors of France.—If it burft, the devaf-
¢ tation of our national refources will be more
¢ tremendous than the terrible plague, which
¢ has lately ravaged our provinces.
s ¢ How
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¢ How will our courage in the exercife of
¢ the fun@ions, you have confided to us, be
¢ renewed ! With what vigour fhall we la-
¢ bour in forming the conftitution; when fe-
¢ cured from interruption ! We have fworn to
¢ fave our country—judge of our anguifh,
¢ whilft it trembles on the verge of deftruc-
¢tion. A momentary facrifice is fufficient ;
¢ a facrifice offered to the public good, and
“not to the encroachments of covetoufnefs.
¢ And is this eafly expiation of the faults and
¢ blunders of a period, ftigmatized by politi-
¢ cal fervitude, above our firength? Think
¢ of the price which has been paid for
¢ liberty by other nations, who have fhown
¢ them{elves worthy of it :-—for this, rivers of
¢ blood have ftreamed——long years of woe,
®and horrid civil wars, have every where
¢ preceded the glorious birth !—Of us no-
¢ thing is required, but a pecuniary facrifice—
¢ and even this vulgar offering is not an im-
¢ poverithing gift :—it will return into our
¢ bofom, to enrich our cities, our fields;
¢ augmenting our national glory and prof-

¢ perity.’

Cec2 CHAP.
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CHAPTER I

REFLECTIONS ON THE NEwW MODE OF RAISINC SuPp.
PLIES. NO JUST SYSTeXM OF TAXATION YET ESTA-
BLISHED. PAPER MONEY. NECESSITY OF GRADUAL
REFORM.

THE tafk certainly was very difficult, at
this crifis, for a minifter to give fatisfation
to the people, and yet fupply the wants of
the ftate; for it was not very likely that the
public, who had been exclaiming againft the
inceflant demands of the old government,
would have been pleafed with new burdens,
or patiently endured them. Still it is always
the height of folly in a financier, to attempt
to fupply the exigencies of government by
any but {pecific and certain means: for fuch
vague meafures will ever produce a defcr,
the confequences of which are moft perni-
cious to public credit and private comfort.

A man, who has a precife fum to live upon,
generally takes into his eftimate of expences
a certain part of his income as due to the go-
vernment, for the protefion and focial ad-
vantages it fecures him. This proportion of
his income being commonly the fame from

period
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period to period, he lays it by for that parti-
cular purpofe, and contentedly enjoys the re-
mainder. But, fhould a weak minifter, or a
capricious government, call on him for an ad-
ditional fum, becaufe the taxes have proved
unprodu@ive, either through the inability of
fome of the members of the ftate, or that they
were laid on articles of confumption, and the
confumption has not been equal to the calcu-
lation ; it not only deranges his fchemes of
domeftic economy, but may be the caufe
of the moft {erious inconvenience.

A man who has a limited income, and a
large family, is not only obliged to be very
induftrious to fupport them, but he is like-
wife neceflitated to make all his arrange-
ments with the greateft circumfpection and
exadtnefs ; becaufe a trifling lofs, by involving
him in debt, might lead to his ruin, in-
cluding that of his family. The rich man,
indeed, feldom thinks of thefe moft cruel
misfortunes ; for a few pounds, more or lefs,
are of no real importance to him. Yet the
poor man, nay even the man of moderate
fortune, is liable to have his whole fcheme
of life broken by a circumftance of this kind,

Ccg and
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and all his future days embittered by a per-
petual ftruggle with pecuniary vexations.

Governments, which ought to prote&, and
not opprefs mankind, cannot be too regular
in their demands ; for the manner of levying
taxes is of the higheft importance to political
économy, and the happinefs of individuals.
No government has yet eftablithed a juft fyf-
tem of taxation *: for in every country the
expences of government have fallen un-
equally on the citizens; and, perhaps, it is

® In Holland almoft all the taxes are colle@ed in the
fhape of excife.

In France, formerly, the taxes were generally internals
but, fince the mode eftablihed of making a revenue of
300,000,000l hy the land and houfe tax part of the
§80,000,000/. eftimated to be the peace eftablifhment, it ap-
pears, that this was too great a proportion to be obtained in

that way. Hence the revenne of France has lately failed in
3 great degree.

In America the taxes of the federal government have been
Lately eftablithed folely on the cuftoms, that is to fay, on
goods imported. Thefe operate two ways; encouraging
home manufa&ures, and difcou'raging the manufatures of
other countries.

Great Britain has levied her revenue on cuftams both in-
wards and outwards; on excife, principally internal ; on
famps, which operate both internally and externally ; and
an §xcd objets, as well as internal confumption, (as falt)-

not



( 301 )

notpoflible to render them perfeitly equal,
but by laying all the taxes on land, the mother
of every produétion.

In this pofture of affairs, the enthufiafm of
the french in the caufe of liberty might have
been turned to the advantage of a new and
permanent fyftem of finance. An able, bold
minifter, who poffeffed the confidence of the
nation, might have recommended with fuc-
cefs the taking of the national property under
the diret management of the affembly ; and
then endeavouring to raife a loan on that
property, he would have given refpectability
to the new government, by immediately pro-
curing the fupplies indifpenfably neceflary not
only to keep it, but to put it in motion.

In times of civil commotion, or during a
general convulfion, men who have money,
and they are commonly moft timid and cau-
tious, are very apt to take care of it, even at
the expeénce of their intereft; and, therefore,
it was to be prefumed, that the monied men
of France would n ot have been very ready to
fubfcribe to the different loans propofed by
the minifter, unlefs the fecurity had been
obvious, or the fpeculative advantages exor-
bitant. But if Necker, whom the prudent

Ccy ufurer
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nfarer adored as his tutelar god, had faid to
the nation ¢ there is a property worth
¢ 4,700,000,000 /. independent of the pro-
¢ perty of the emigrants, take it into your
¢ immediate pofleflion ; and, whilft the fales
¢ are going on, give it as a guarantee far the
¢loan yoy want. This juft and dignified
¢ meafure will not only relieve your prefent
¢ neceflities, but it wil] be fufficient to enable
¢ you to fulfil great part of your former engage-
¢ ments,” There would have been then no
need of the eloquence of Mirabeay; reafon
would have done the hufinefs ; and men, at-
tending to their own intereft, would have pro-
moted the public good, without having their
heads turned giddy by romantic flights of hg-
roifm.

The immediate and inceffant wants of a
ftate muft always be fupplied ; prudence there-
fore, requires, that the directors of the f-
pances thould rather provide by anticipation
for it’s wants than fuffer a dgficjz, The go-
vernment being once in arrears, additional
taxes become indifpenfable to bring forwazd
the balance, or the pation muft have recourfe
to paper notes; an expedient, as experience
has fhown, always to be dreaded, becaufe

3 by
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by increafing the debt it only extends the
evil. And this increafing debt, like a ball of
{fnow, gathering as it rolls, foon attains a
wonderful magnitude. Every flate, which
has unavoidably accumulated it’s debt, ought,
provided thofe at the helm wifh to preferve
the government, and extend the fecurity and
comforts of it’s citizens, to take every juft
meafure to render the intereft fecure, and to
fund the principal; for as it augments, like the
petrifying mafs, it ftands in the way of all
improvement, fpreading the chilling miferies
of poverty around—till the evil bafling all
expedients, a mighty crath produces a new
order of things, overwhelming, with the ruins
of the old, thoufands of innocent vi&ims.
The precious metals have been confidered
as the beft of all poffible figns of value, to
facilitate the exchange of commodities, to
fupply our reciprocal wants : and they will
ever be neceflary to our comfort, whilft by the
gommon confent of mankind they are the ftan-
dards of exchange. Goldandfilver have a fpeci-
fic value, becaufe it is not ealy to accumulate
them beyond a certain quantity. Paper, on
the contrary, isa dangerous expedient, except
under a well eftablithed government: and

eyeq
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even then the bufinefs ought to be condu@ed
with great moderation and fagacity.—Perhaps
it would be wife, that it’s extent fhould be
confiftent with the commerce of the country,
and the quantity of fpecies actually in it—
But it is the fpirit of commerce to ftretch cre-
dit too far. The notes, al{lo, which are iffued
by a ftate before it’s government is well efta-
blithed, will certainly be depreciated ; and in
proportion as they grow precarious, the gold
and filver, which was formerly in circulation
will vanifh, and every article of trade, and
all the comforts of life, will bear a higher
price.

Thefe are conlfiderations, which ought to
have occurred to the french minifter, and have
led him to take decided meafures. The in-
tereft of the national debt was 255,395,141/
by a report for the year 1792.—Necker,
by his account dated the 1ft of may, 1789,
ftates the income at 475,294,000/, and the
expencesat 531,533,000/ : confequently there
was a deficiency of §6,239,000 /4 ; and it was
not probable, it could not even be expected,
that during the convulfions of a revolution,
the taxes would be regularly paid : the debt,

then,
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then, and the demands of the ftate, muft in-
creafe.

The credit of every government greaily
depends on the regulation of it’s finances 5
and the moft certain way to have given ftabi-
lity to the .new {yftem, would have been by
making fuch arrangements as would have in-
fured promptitude of payment. No minifter
ever had it fo much in his power to have taken
meafures glorious for France, beneficial to
Europe, happy for the people of the day, and
advantageous to pofterity. No epocha, fince
the inflated fyftem of paper (the full blown
bladders of public credit, which may be de-
ftroyed by the prick of a pin) was invented,
«ever appeared fo favourable as that juné&ture in
France, to have overturned it completely :
and by overlooking thefe circumftances, the
nation has probably loft moft of the advan-
tages, which her finances might have gained
by the revolution.

Such miftakes, whilft they involve in them
a thoufand difficulties, prove the neceflity of
gradual reform; left the light, fuddenly
breaking-in on a benighted people, fhould
overpower the underftanding it ought to di-
re@. 'The line in which Necker had been ac-

cuftomed
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cuftomed to move, by reftraining what little
energy his mind was capable of exerting, pre-
cluded the poffibility of his feeing the faint
Jines marked on an expanfive fcale, which af-
forded the data for calculations ; and the na-
tion, confiding to him the direttion of a bufi-
nefs for which he had not fufficient talents,
feems to have contemplated in imagination a
profpect, which has not yet been realized ; and
whilft expetation hovered on it’s margin, the
dazzling fcenery was obfcured by clouds the
moft threatening and tremendous.

Thefe are evils that from the beginning of
time have attended precipitate and great
changes. The improvements in philofophy
and morals have been extremely tardy. All
fudden revolutions have been as fuddenly over-
turned, and things thrown back below their
former ftate. The improvements in the {ci-
ence of politics have been flill more flow in
their advancement than thofe of philofophy
and morals ; but the revolution in France has
been progreflive. It was a revolution in the
minds of men; and only demanded a new
fyftem of government to be adapted to that
change. This was not generally perceived ;
and the politicians of the day ran wildly from

on¢
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one extreme to the other, without recolleét-
ing, that even Mofes fojourning forty years
in the wildernefs could but condu@ the jews
to the borders of the promifed land, after the
firt generation had perifhed in their preju-
dices ; the moft inveterate fins of men.

This is not a difcouraging confideration.
Our anceftors have laboured for us; and we,
in our turn, muft labour for pofterity. Itis
by tracing the miftakes, and profiting from
the difcoveries of one generation, that the next
is able to take a more elevated ftand. 'The
firft inventor of any inftrument has fcarcely
ever been able to bring it to a tolerable de-
gree of perfetion; and the difcoveries of
every man of genius, the optics of Newton
excepted, have been improved, if not extend-
ed, by their followers.—Can it then be ex-
pected, that the {cience of politics and finance,
the moft important, and moft difficult of all
human improvements; a fcience which in-
volves the paffions, tempers, and manners of
men and nations, eftimates their wants, mala-
dies, comforts, happinefs, and mifery, and
computes the fum of good or evil flowing from
focial inftitutions ; will not require the fame
gradations, and advance by fteps equally flow

to



( 393 )

to that ftate of perfe@ion neceflury to fecure
the facred rights of every human creature ?

The vanity and weaknefs of men have con-
tinually tended to retard this progrefs of
things® ftillit is going forward ; and though
the fatal prefumption of the headftrong
french, and the more deftru&tive ambition of
their foreign enemies, have given it a check,
we may contemplate with complacent ferenity
the approximation of the glorious cra, when
the appellations of fool and tyrant will be
fynonymous.
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