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CHAPTER L

A DEPUTATION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ARRIVES
AT PARIS. BAILLIE CHOSEN MAYOR, AND LA FAY-
ETTE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL
GUAPRDS, RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTRY. NECKLZ
RECALLED. THE KING VISITS PARIS. CHARACTER
QF THE PARISIANS, THE REVOLUTION URGED ON
PREMATURELY. EMIGRATIONS OF SEVERAL OF THE
NOBILITY AND OTHERS. CALONNE ADVISES THE
FRENCH PRINCES TO STIR UP FOREIGN POWERS
AGAINST FRANCE. FOULON KILLLD.

THE prefence of the deputies had diffufed
throughout the capital the moft intoxicating
joy—for wherc is joy exprefled with fuch in-
fantile playfulnefs, fuch entire forgetfulnefs of
smorrow, as at Paris ? and the citizens,
with their ufual burft of gratitude, which
always refembles adoration, made choice of
Baillie, the firft acting prefident of the national
R affembly,
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affembly, for mayor, and of La Fayette for
commander in chicf of the national guards:
the name now given to the garde-bourgeof;,
and the other feldiers incorporated with them,
But the rapture of the parifians, as tranfient
as lively, dwindled, as their {pirits were ex-
haufted, into the murmurs of fufpicion.—The
miniflry, faid they, who were chofen to de-
prcfs us, are not yet difmiffed; and the
troops, that were to have been their inftru.
ments of mifchicf, flill hover round Paris,
and are cven augmented by the arrival of two
frefh regiments at St. Denis. A rumour was
fpread, that a convoy of flour had been in-
tercepted by the order of the minifters, in it's
way to Paris; and {fome difturbances at the
Baftille had given colour to a report, that they
had attempted to make themfelves once more
mafters of this important fortrefs. The night
of the 15th was then another devoted to
watchfulnefs and anxiety; and in the morn-
ing a deputation was fent to the national
affembly, praying them to demand the dif-
miffion of the prefent miniftry, and the recall
of Necker.
The affembly took the fubject into delibera-
tion; but ftill attentive to etiguerte, they de-
bated
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bated about the decorum of interfering svith
the appointment of the executive power.
This roufed the genius of Mirabeau; and
the bubbles of fear, and the ftraw-like ob-
jeQtions of timidity, were carricd away by
the torrent of his eloquence. The difcuflion
grew warm ; yct for the prefent occafion
foon became of little importance, becaufe the
miniftry, finding that they could not ftand
the brunt of the ftorm, refigned; Necker
alfo, in whom the public had ftill the moft
implicit confidence, was invited to return ;—
and the king, appearing to be anxious to give
cvery proof of his defire to cftablifh gencral
tranquillity, fignified, that he withed to vifit
Paris. A fhort time after they were officially
informed that the troops were promptly re-
moving to more diftant quarters. The na-
tional affembly accordingly fent fome of their
members to communicate to the parifians this
welcome intelligence, to prepare for the re-
ception of the king by calming the fears of
the people.

And he, adhering to his purpofe, left Ver-
failles the next day (the 17th), though his
family ridiculoufly endeavoured to diffuade
him ; infinuating, that he ought not to truft

R 2 his
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his facred perfon to the mercy of an enraged
multitude; whilft rumours of projeGed affaf-
finations were repeated before him, with ex-
aggerated comments. But, being a man of
confiderable animal courage, and now almoft
perceiving, that all the evils with which he was
firugglinghad been produced by his headftrong
advifers, he feemed détermined, at leaft for
the prefent, not to be governed by their
dangerous councils. And he had even the
[agacity to forefee, that, convulfed as the
kingdom was, they would occafion a civil
war, and his life might then be fill more ex-
pofed. In this inftance, as we fhall find in
many others, Louis appcars to have been
dire&ed by a kind of glimmering inftiné of
propriety ; for at the prefent jun@ure it was
particularly difcreet, confidering the little
effect the pageantry of the court had produced
at the féance royale, to meet the people with-
out the parade of robes or guards. And, in
fa&, the hundred deputies who followed him,
were now the only retinue that would have
appearcd refpeQable in the eyes of the people.
What too muft have been his furprife, in
fpite of all he had heard, to pafs through an
immenfe avenue of armed parifians with fuch

5 a new
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a new afpet.-——Till now he had always fecn
a timid multitude flying before the watch,
giving vent to their vengeance in vain fongs,
and to their grief in feeble murmurs :-—to-day
he faw them triumphant, moving orderly
along, calling out on every fide, during the
proceflion, for a conftitution and laws! march-
ing in unifon with their refle¢tions, they ad-
vanced, but flowly; for, almoft afraid to
hope, they proceeded with the meafured fiep
of thought, or rather fadnefs; and the peo-
ple, whofe mind was ftill agitated, as the
{well of the fea continues after the ftorm has
fubfided, uttered not the thout of gladnefs—
vive le rof 7—Dbut the menacing memento—--
vive la nation.

This was as ominous a found, as the woe!
woe ! refounding through the filent ftreets
of a befieged city——for it was cqually the
voice of fate, proclaiming the will of the peo-
ple, difgufted with courts, and fufpicious cven
of the king. Louis {feems to have been forcibly
ftruck by the energy every where difplayed;
and not more by the cloquent difcourfes ad-
drefled to him at the hétel-de-ville, than by
the countenance of each citizen : for the fire
of liberty bad already lighted up in every

R 3 face
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face the ferene luftre of manly firmnefs.—So
imprefled, indeed, was his mind by the whole
{cene, that, when the animated fpeakers were
filent, he exclaimed in reply—‘My pecople!
¢ my people, may always rely on my love.’--.
And taking the national cockade from the
hands of the mayor, he appeared at the
window with his heart in his eyes, as if eager
to convince the multitude of his fincerity : and
perhaps confcious, that, firft fubmitting to
neceflity, he now yielded to feeling. At thefe
words, the repetition of which flew like light-
ning from rank to rank, the whole concourfe
of people caught the ele@rical fympathy.—-
Vive-le-rof was fhouted from every quarter;
and revived affc&ion glowed with the freth
fervour, that effaces the remembrance of
doubts, and makes the fear of having\been
unjuft, the moft powerful fpring of tender-
nefs. And perfuading themfelves, for the
moment, that the difpofition of the king was
not {o much at variance with their happinefs
as his condu&, they poured bleflings on him,
beftowing all their execrations on his coun-
fellors.
Pleafure, now almoft mounting to a feverifh
height, {et all Paris quickly in motion ; and
the
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the found of the thundering artillery was the
{wift harbinger of the tidings of rcconcilia-
tion to Verfailles, where the royal family muft
have been anxioufly alive to the cvents of the
day.

Thefc fudden tranfitions from one extreme
to another, without leaving any fettled con-
viftion behind, to confirm or eradicate the
corroding diftruft, could not be feen in fuch
a ftrong light any where as at Paris, becaufe
there a variety of caufes have {o efleminated
reafon, that the french may be confidered as a
nation of women ; and.made feeble, probably,
by the fame combination of circumflances, as
has rendered thefe infignificant. More in-
genious than profound in their refearches ;
more tender than impafliened in their affec-
tions; prompt to adt, yct {foon weary ; they
feem to work only to efcape from work, and
to refle@ merely how they fhall avoid reflcc-
tion. Indolently reftlefs, they make the cle~
gant furniture of their rooms, like their
houfes, voluptuoufly handy. Every thing,
in fhort, thows the dexterity of the pecple,
and their attention to prefent enjoyment,

And {o paflive appears to be their imagina-
tion, it requires to be roufed by novelty ; and
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then, more lively than firong, the evanefcent
emctions fcarcely leave any traces behind
them. From being devoted to pleafure in
their youth, old age is commonly pafled in
fuch merely animal gratifications, that a re-
fpe&table looking aged man or woman is very
rarely to be feen. Independent, likewife, of
the vanity which makes them wifh to appear
polite, at the very moment they are ridiculing
a perfon, their great fufceptibility of difpofi-
tion leads them to take an intereft in all the
fenfations of others, which arc forgotten
almoft as foon as felt. And thefe tranfient
gufts of feeling prevent their forming thofe
firm refolves of reafon, that, bracing the
nerves, when the heart is moved, make {ym-
pathy yield to principles, and the mind
triumph over the fenfes.

Befides, the climate of France is fo genial,
and the blood mounted fo cheerily in the
veins, even of the opprefled common people,
that,, living for the day, they continually
batked in the funfhine, which broke from
behind the heavy clouds that hung over
them. -

It is impoffible, after tracing the horrid
confpiracy formed by the court againft the

lives
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Jives and liberty of the people, not to feel the
moft inecffable contempt for that kind of
government, which leaves the happinefs of a
nation at the mercy of a capricicus minifter
of ftate. The awful and interefting leflon,
which the developement of this treachery
afforded, was fuch as ought to have made an
indelible impreflion on their minds.—It was
a leffon, the very thought of which ftops for
a moment the genial current of the heart.—
It was a leflon, that fhould be repeated to
mankind, to bring home to their very fenfes
a conviction of the lengths to which a de-
praved and abfolute government will go, for
the fake of holding falt it’s power.—It was,
in fhort, a deduftion of experience, which
will teach pofterity that lifc, and every thing
dear to man, can be {ecured only by the pre-
fervation of liberty.

The want of decifion in the charaéter of
Louis feems to have been the foundation of
all his faults, as well as of all his misfor-
tunes ; and every moment frefh occafions to
make the obfervation arife as we trace his
mifcondu@®, or compaffionate his ftuation.

To give a firiking inftance, it is only necef-
fary to turn our attention to the fatal effects

that
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that lowed from his confenting to aflfemble
an army of foreigners, to intimidate the ftatcs-
general,  He could not refift the court, who
counfelled this meafurc; or filence the mif-
givings of his heart, which made him averfe to
the troops taking any decifive ftep, that might
lead to flaughter. And ftill governed by thefe
undifciplined feelings, when he difmiffed the
army, he purfued the advice of the very
cabal, that had led him into this errour ; giv-
ing way to the withes of the people, yet dif-
fembling with them even in the a& of recon-
ciliation. 'Thus, for ever wavering, it is dif-
ficult to mark any fixt purpofe in his a&tions;
excepting that which does him honour—the
defire to prevent the thedding of blood. This
principle has, in general, dire¢ted .his con-
dué ; though the fhort-fighted meafures of
timid humanity, devoid of ftrength of mind,
turned all his eflorts to a very contrary
effet.

From the prefence of thefe troops, and
their abortive attempt to crufh liberty in the
egg, the fhell was prematurely broken, and
the enthufiafm of frenchmen excited before
their judgment was in any confiderable degree
formed. Intoxicated by conqueft, each began

to
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to defcant on the exifling abufes, to fhow his
own clevernefs in pointing out the remedy ;
and arms being once in the hands of the peo-
ple, it was difficult to perfuade them to give
them up for the occupations of peace. It is
true, had the national affembly been allowed
quietly to have made fome reforms, paving
the way for more, the Baftille, though totter-
ing on it’s dungeons, might yet have ftood
cre@.—And, 1if it had, the fum of human
mifery could fcarcely have been increafed.
For the guillotzne not {inding it’s way to the
fplendid {quare it has polluted, ftreams of in-
nocent blood would not have flowed, to
obliterate the remembrance of falfe imprifon-
ment, and drown the groans of folitary grief
in the loud cry of agony—when, the thread
of. life” quickly cut in twain, the quivering
light of hape is inftantly dafhed out—and the
billows fuddenly clofing, the filence of death
is felt '—This tale is foon told.—We hear not
of years languithed away in mifery, whilit
diffolution by inches palfies the frame, or dif-
turbs the reafon: yet, who can eftimatc the
fum of comfort blafted ; or tcll how many
furvivors pine the prey of an imagination dif-
tracted by forrow ?

The
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The character of the f{rench, indeed, had
been fo depraved by the inveterate defpotifm
of ages, that even amidft the heroifm which
diftinguifhed the taking of the Baftille, we are
forced to fee that fufpicious temper, and that
vain ambition of dazzling, which have gene-
rated all the fucceeding follies and crimes.
Yor, even in the moft public-fpirited a&ions,
celebrity {feems to have been the fpur, and the
glory, rather than the happinefs of french-
men, the end.—This obfervation inforces
the grand truth on mankind, that without
morality there can be no great firength of
underftanding, or real dignity of conduc.
The morals of the whole nation were de-
ftroyed by the manners formed by the go-
vernment.-——Pleafure had been purfued, to
fill up the vdid of rational employment ; and
fraud combined with fervility to debafe the
character ;-—f{o that, when they changed their
fyftem, liberty, as it was called, was only the
acme of tyranny---merely with this difference,
that, all the force of nature being roufed, the
magnitude of the evil promifed, by fome
mighty concuffion, to efle& it’s own cure.

The reunion of the king and people not
only routed, but terrified, the cabal ; and as

cowardly
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cowardly in adverfity, as prefumptuous in
profperity, they immediately took to flight
different ways, and even difguifed. One man,
who had long been obnoxious to the people
on account of inordinate covetoufnefs, and
vulgar tyranny, not {oftened by the graceful
condefcenfion of the nobility, caufed it to be
reported, that he was dead. The rcnowned
marefchal Broglio fought an afylum at Lux-
emburgh, whilft madame Polignac fled to
Bafle. Thus went into exile an amiable
woman, who had been the inftrument of the
ambition of a family, that rapacioufly availed
themiclves of her great favour with the qucen,
whofe ftrange predile@ion for handfome wo-

men blighted the reputation of every one,
whom the diftinguithed.

The count d‘Artois, with {everal others of
the blood royal and principal nobility, like-
wife thought it prudent to leave the kingdom
for the prefent; either to provide for their
fafety, or to feek vengeance. At Bruflels they
met the unquiet Calonne, who, having heard
of the difmiffion of Necker, was lured back
by the firft glimpfe of hope. For withing to
wipe away the indignity, which he had fo
impatiently brooked ; and fondly believing,

that



( 254 )

that the army had had fufficient time to quafh
the verbal difputes of the nation; he was
haftening towards France, to be ready to come
in for his fhare of the triumph.

To his country this meeting has proved a
fource of evil, that could only have been
hatched in fuch an unprincipled brain, fertile
in plans of mifchief, and prone to puzzle the
caufe which he wanted force to fubvert. His
laft effort for power had been to obtain a feat
in the ftates-general.  And, had not the re-
membrance of his former adminiftration ftood
in his way, it is probable he would have fuc-
cceded, and there have become a flaming
patriot, could he have been the leader of a
party ; for he poflefled the fhowy talents
neceflary to procure inftantaneous applaufe
in a popular affembly-—a deceiving, rather
than a commanding cloquence. Mirabeau,
on the contrary, feems to have had from na-
ture a ftrong perception of a dignified pro-
priety of conduct; and truth appearing to
give carneftnefs to his arguments, his hearers
were compelled to agrec with him out of
refpe@ to themfelves. Leaving then plaufi-
bility far behind, he always ftood forth as the
fturdy champion of reafon ; even when, lay

ing
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ing down hisclub, he loitered to dally with the
imagination. Whilft therefore Mirabeau was
teaching the national affembly dignity ¥, the
refentment of the vain-glerious Calonne,
fharpened to the keeneft edge by difappoint-
ment, made him fuggeft to thofe creft-fallen
princes, the neceflity of engaging foreign aid, to
rcinftate the king in his former plenitude of
power, and to heal their wounded pride. Un-
fortunately, the plaufibility of his manners, and
the ingenuity of his arguinents, awakened their
tears,and nourifhed their prejudices; and quick-
ly perfuaded to affert what they wifhed to be-
lieve, they protefted againft the condué of the
national affembly ; infinuating, that the body
of the people did not fupport their preten-
fions. The dclufion, however, did not reft
here; for he even convinced them, that, if the
appeal made to the national honour of the
french did not recall crowds to their chivalrous
allegiance, it would not be a difficult tatk to
engage all the powers of Europe in behalf of
his moft chriftian majefty, by fhowing them,

that,

* Mirabeau appears to have been continvaily hurt by the
want of dignity in the affembly.---By the incenfiltency, which
made them ftalk as herocs one moment, with a true theatiical
ftride, and the next cringe with the flexible backs of habitual
flaves.
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that, if freedom were once eftablifhed in France,
it would foon extend beyond it’s confines,
bounding over the Alps and Pyrenees.

Such are the oppofite fentiments, or rather
conduét of court parafites, and men ftruggling
to be free, that it is fufficient to contraft
them. The deputies, whofe lives had been
threatened, "and their perfons grofsly infulted,
not only excufed the iil advifed monarch for
the countenance which he had given to the
violation of the moft facred principles; but
exprefled a conciliatory difpofition to all par-
ties. The mob, it is true, in the heat of rage,
inhumanly butchered two of the vile inftru-
ments of defpotifm. But this violence offered
to juflice ought not to be attributed to the
temper of the people, much lefs to the con-
nivance of the national affembly, who a&ed
with a degree of magnanimity, at this time,
of which it can never be enough lamented
that they have fince loft fight. The behaviour
however of the hardened children of oppref-
fion in all countries is the fame ; whether in
the amphitheatre at Rome, or around the lan~
tern-poft in Paris.

The king’s eldeft brother alone remained
with the court, a man with more refources

of
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of underftanding in himfelf, than the reft of
his family ; yet, making it a point of honour
to be treated like his younger brother the
count d’Artois, he contributed by his rapacity
to drain the royal treafure, though fuch
an expenfive variety of amufements was
not neceflary to give a zeft to his plea~
fures.

The noble depredators had now efcaped ;
yet Foulon, the minifter, the moft defperate
and pufillanimous of the gang, was taken,
in {pite of his mock funeral.—I purpofely ufe
the word gang; for a fqueamifh delicacy with
re[pe@ to terms makes us fometimes con-
found chara&ers to fuch a degree, that the
great villain is not ftigmatized with the epi-
thet affociated with the idea of a gallows ; be-
caufe, by the groffeft fubverfior of reafon, the
aggravation of guilt has {o palliated the pu-
nifhment, that the head, which would have
difgraced a halter, has been refpe@fully fe-
vered on a block.

Once feized, no authority could prevent
the murder of this miferable wretch ; and the
fame evening the intendant of Paris, his fon-
in-law, met a death ftill more thocking, Leing

S prolonged
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prolonged by the humane interpofition of the
refpe@able mayor, and La Fayette, in his fa
vour.

Strange, that a people, who often leave
the theatre before the cataftrophe, fhould
have bred up fuch monfters! Still we
ought to rccolle@, that the fex, called
the tender, commit the moft flagrant a&s
of barbarity when irritated.—So weak is
the tendernefs produced merely by f{ym-
pathy, or polithed manners, compared with
the humanity of a cultivated underftand-
ing. Alas!—It is morals, not feeclings,
which diftinguith men from the beaits of
prey! Thefc were tranfadtions, over which,
for the honour of human nature, it were to
be wifhed ‘oblivion could draw.the winding-
{heet, that has often enwrapped a heart, whofe
benevolence has been felt, but not known,
But, if it be impoflible to erafe from the me-
mory thefe foul deeds, which, like the ftains
of deepeft dye revived by remorfe in the con-
fcience, can never be rubbed out—why dwell
circumftantially on the excefles that revolt
humanity, and dim the luftre of the picture,
on which the cye has gazed with rapture,

often
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ofien obliged to look up to heaven to forget
the mifery endured on earth? Since, how-
ever, we cannot ¢ out the damned fpet; it
becomes neccilary to obferve, that, whilft def-
potifm and {uperflition cxift, the convul-
fions, which the regeneration cf man oc-
cafions, will always bring forward the
vices they have engendered, to devour their
l)ﬂrcnts.

Servility, deftroying the natural energy of
man, ftifles the nobleft fentiments of the foul.
—Thus debafed, heroic actions are merely
dircéted by the head, and the heart drops
not into them it's balm, more precious
than the trees of Arabia ever diflilled!
Ought we then to wonder, that this dry
fubftitute for humanity is often burnt up
by the fcorching flame of revenge? This
has now acually been the cafe; for there
has been feen amongft the french a fpu-
rious race of men, a fet of cannibals,
who have gloried in their crimes; and
tearing out the hearts that did not feel for
them, have proved, that they them{elves had
iron bowels. ¢ But, if the anger of the peo-
¢ ple be terrible,’ exclaiins Mirabeau, it is

S 2 ¢ the
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the fang froid of defpotifin, that is atroei-
ous ; thofe fyftematic cruelties, which have
made more wretches in a day than the po-
pular infurre&tions have immolated in 3
courfe of years! * We often fear,” adds he,
the people, becaufe we have injured them
and thus are forced to fetter thofe we op-
prefs.’

The example of the capital was followed

by the provinces; and all the citizens flew to
arms, whillt the foldiers grounded their's,
{wearing not to flain their hands with the
blood of thelr fellow citizens. Added to the
account of the confpiracy to difiolve the ftates-
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¥ ¢ Let us compare,’ he further adds, ¢ the number of In-
nocents faciificed by miftake, by the fanguinary maxims of
the courts of criminal judicature, and the minifterial venge-
ance exercifed feeretly in the dungeons of Vinceanes, ard
in the celis of the Baftille, with the fudden and impctuous
vengcance of the multitude, and then decide on which fide
barbarity appears. At the moment when the Rell created
by tyranny for the torment of it’s viétims opens itfelf to the
public eyc; at the moment v hen all the citizens have been
permitted to defcend into thofe gloomy caves, to poize the
chains of their friends, of their defenders ; at the moment
when the regifters of thofe iniquitous archives are fallea
into all hands; it is neceflary, that the people fhould be ef-

< fentially good, or this manifeftation of the atrocities of mi-

&

nifters would have rendered them ascruel as themfelves !
gcucral
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general, and maffacre their reprefentatives, a
number of idle rumours of prefent danger
tended to make the country people not only
cager to guard againft they fcarcely knew
what, but alfo delirous to enter into the ad-
ventures, and fhare the hcnours of the pa-
rifians.

In all civil wars, perfonal vengcance mix-
ing with public, or taking advantage of it,
has direCted the dagger of the affaflin: and in
France it ought particularly to have been
dreaded ; becaufe, when fear induces a man
to {mother his juft rcfentment, the feftering
wound is only to be cured by revenge. It is
then highly probable, that moft of the barba.
rities in the towns were the cflervefeence of
private anger, or the fport of depraved, un-
cultivated minds, who found the fame plea-
fure in tormenting men, 2s mifchievous boys
in difimembering infeéts ; for public indigna-
tion, dire&ed againft ariftocratical tyranny,
s clfewhere, in general, difplayed only i
burning the country caftles, and the archives
of nobility. But, in the country, indecd, men
rarely commit fuch crimes, as Jift up their
reptile heads in the capital, where the rank
S 3 atmofphere
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atmofphere affords the noxious particles ne.
ceflary to give virulence to the poifon. The
vices of villagers are, in fat, rather the rich
exuberance of the paflions, than the vile dregs
of exhaufted nature,

CHAP I
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CHAPTER IL

YHE DUKE OF LIANCOURT CHOSLCN FRESIDENT. THE PLC-
PLE ARM FOR THE DEFENCEL OF THE COUNTRY. THE
MUNICIPAL OFFICLRS APPOINTLD UNDIR THE OLD
GOVCRNMENT SUPERSLCDED BY COMMITTLIS. SOME
PEOPLE TREACHIROUSLY DESTROYED BY SPRINCING A
MINE AT A CIVIC FEAST. THE GENEVESL RESIDENT
TAKEN UPBY THE PATROL. THE FRENCH SUSPICIOUS
OF THE DESIGNS OF BRITAIN. NECKER RETURNS.
GENERAL AMNESTY RESOLVED BY THL ELECTORS OF
PARIS. DEBATE ON A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. DI-
CLARATION OF RIGHTS SEPARATE FROM THE (CONSTI-
TUTION DETERMINED ON. SACRITICES MADE BY THE
NOBLES, CLERGY, &C.

Tur duke of Liancourt, whofe warning
voice had made the king look around him,
when danger was at his heels, was now chofu:
prefident. At this moment the obftacles,
which at firft clogged the exertions of the af-
fembly, feemed to have been overcome: ftill
freth ones ftarting up threw a damp on their
cxultation; and the apprehenfions of a famine,
real or faGtitious, were not the leaft alarming,
though the moft frequent.

New confpiracies were already formed on
the borders of France, by the princes, and
thofe who had fubfifted by the corruptions of

S 4 the
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the old {yftem. But this only proved a fii-
mulus ; becaufe the nation, being determined
to {ecure the rights it had fo fuddenly regain-
cd, raifed new regiments in every part of the
country, and was foon in a fituation to repel
any attack, which it was poffible for all Ger-
many to have made; the only quarter from
which the fugitive princes, at that period,
could expet afliftance. So rapid was the {pi-
rit, fo gencral the momentum, that in the
courfe of a2 week upwards of three millions of
men in arms were formed into companies by
a common intereft refembling an cleGrical
fympathy. Such was the quick fucceflion of
cvents—Such  the unanimous fenfe of the na-
tion; and fuch the formidable force which
inftantly oppofed itfelf to the impotent threats
of departing defpotifm. Hiftory will recerd
this memorable era, when the difciplined
forces of the moft puiffant tyranny vanifhed
before the force of truth, though ftill but half
unveiled ; obliging the Haughty fycophants
to fearch for fhelter in the recefles of a forefl,
whither they ftole under cover of the night

from the prefence of an injured people.
The condu& of the garde bourgeosf?, during
the progrefs of the revolution, without var-
nithing
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nifhing over the exceffes produced by chulii-
tions of zeal, is of itfell {uflicient to prove,
that a natxonal militia thould every where take
place of ftanding armies, did not cxpericnce
invariably atteft, that the Iaws were never re-
{peficd by men, whefe bufinels is war, unlefs
they are reduced to mere machines by def-
potifm.

The old municipal officers, moftly {uipect-
ed, becaule nominated by the friends of the
court, were now obliged to give place to com-
mittees eleted by the common voice.  Thele
taking the adminiftration of public bufinefs
into their hands, a new order of things beran
cvery where to prevail.  Sull, howeser, the
difturbed imagination of the people was Oilled
with plots, to which {ome myfiericus and fa~
tal incidents gave life.

The municipality of Soiffons informed the
national affembly, that trocps of banditti had
cut down the corn before it was ripe, and
obliged the villagers to take refuge in the
towns. But on further inquiry, it appeared,
that this report arofc from a fimple quarrel of
the peafants amongft themfelves, which had
alarmed fome labourers, who flew to the

neighbouring
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neighbouring town, imagining that they had
thoufands of banditti at their hecls.

Paris was allo difturbed by an idle rumoun
of a riot at St. Denis; fo ferioufly affirmed by
thofe, who declared that they had been eye-
witnefles of the violence, that troops and can-
non were fent, but they could find no traces
of the difturbance.

Another, morc {crious, had exafperated the
people againft the nobility, and roufed the in-
dignation of the national affembly. A noble-
man and counfellor of the parliament gave a
civic feaft in his caftle to the inhabitants of
his village ; from which, on fome pretext, he
was ablent. All was joy and feftivity; but
in the midft of the darce of gladnefs, the
{udden explofion of a mine {pread around af-
fright and death.-—~Hearing of this treachery,
the people, catching up their ruftic weapons,
firebrands, haftened to the neighbouring
caftles ; fome of which they burnt, others they
demolifhed by pulling them down.

The recital of this atrocity produced a great
effet in the national affembly ; and, fays Mira-
beau, ¢ though great aflemblies are often much

‘too fufceptible of tkeatrical emotions; and
this
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¢ this narration was accompanied with circurm-
¢ ftances, of which the invention is fcldom
¢ prefumed ; and though it was alfo attefted
¢ by a public officer; yet the atrocity of the
% crime gave it an air of improbability.” This
wanton a& of barbarity, which the hiftorian
alfo would fain believe a mounfirous chimera
of heated brains, was, neverthelefs, as well
fubftantiated, as fuch a fa& could be; which
nothing, but the confellion of the guilty par-
ty, can render abfolutely certain, becaufe it
{eems equally foolifh and barbarous.

Thefe diforders, warmly reprefented by
Lally-Tolendal, dctermined the affembly, on
the 23d of july; to publifh a proclamation,
inviting all good citizens to the maintenance
of order; and declaring, that to try and pu-
nith for all crimes of leze-nofon veas the {ole
prerogative of the national affembly, till, by
the conftitution which it was about 1o cfta-
blifh, a regular tribunal fhould be inflituted, for
the trial of fuch oflences. After endeavouring
to excule the violence, or, more properly
fpeaking, toraccount for it, Mirabeau obferv-
ed to-the allembly, ¢ that they ought to be
¢ thoroughly convinced, that the continuation
¢ of this formidable diator would expole li-

¢ berty
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¢ herty to as much rifk as the {tratagems of
¢ her enemies. Society,’ he continues, ¢ would
¢ {foon be diffolved, if the multitude, accuf~
¢ tomed to blood and diforder, placed them-
felves above the magifirates, and braved the
authority of thelaw. Inftead of running to
meet freedom, the people would foon throw
themfclves into the aby(s of fervitude; for
danger too ofien rallies men round the ftand-
ard of abfolute power; and in the bofom of
anarchy, a defpot even appears a faviour.
For Carthage is not yet deftroyed ; there re-
mains a mafs of inftruments to impede our
operations, and to excite divifions in an
¢ affembly, that has only bcen united by
¢ danger.’

<

4

<

<

«~

Some trifling incidents, fwelled into im-
portance by {uppofition, kept alive the inven-
tive miftruft of the nation, to which fome in-
nocent victims were facrificed, without allay-
ing it’s brooding propenfity to preduce, like
jealoufy, the evil it feared. Sufpe@ing every
body, and a little vain of authority, the pa-
troles of parifian citizens fometimes officioufly
arrefted whomever they thought fit, without
afligning a fuflicient caufc; and among the
reft, they fropped the refident in France from

3 Geneva,
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Geneva, Three letters were found on him3
and one of them being addrefled to the count
d’Artois, rendered fufpicicus the circumflance
of his tearing a fourth.

The lettefs werce fent by the mayor of Pa-
ris to the affembly ; and the fa&s laid before
them afforded Mirabeau an opportunity, to
difplay his cloquence on a fubjed, that 1e-
called to his mind abufes, which had formerly
touched himfeif—the violation of private cor-
refpondence.—Though this did not appear to
be exactly the prefent queftion; for they were
not intercepted lctters, but letters to which
chance had annexed fome {ufpicious charac-
ters, to point them out for infpe@ion. The
defpotifin of opening indiferiminately all let-
ters, to enable the government to judge of
the charadter and fentiments of cach indivi-
dual, is too obvious to nced animadverfion—
And who, indecd, will not exclaim 2gzinft the
tyranny, be it even parental, that dares to
fteal into the fecrets of tire heart; or the im-
pertinent curiofity, that feeks for information
only to diverfify an idle lifc? The latter may
be termed petty larceny ; yet often the peace
of whole families isinvaded by thefe cowardly
thefts, and quarrels are rendezed irreconcilable,

by
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by giving air to angry expreflions, the utfers
ance folely of the paffion of thé moment. The
allowing letters, alfo, furrcptitioufly obtained,
to appear as evidence, in courts of juftice, is
a grofs violation of the firft principle of law j
becaufe no lettérs can lawfully be opened, but
as other fufpe@ed things are {bught for—after
information givento a magifirate, But, when
feals are broken at the difcretion of an indis
vidual, and brought forward to criminate a
perfon, it is to the full as unjuft, as to make
a man plead againft himfelf—And for juftice
to be awarded in confequence of an a¢t of in-
juftice, is an abufe that demands inveftigation.
But the prefent was not a cafe in point. It
was not a clandeftine ranfacking of all let-
ters, to {earch for the clue of fome fufpeéted
plot; or like the reading of the correfpond-
ence of a babbling confpirator, .after the dan-
ger was over, whofe letters might contain a
lift of timid accomplices, who would be
driven to defperation by publicity. However,
the decided turn was given to the queftion by
the bithop of Langrcs obferving, that all ages
had applauded the generofity of Pompey,
who committed to the flames the letters, which

the fenators had addrefled to Sertorius. The
2 mania
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mania of linitating the romans on this began
to appear, producing one of thofe inftances
of falfe magnanimity, that always arife {from
imitation : yet fo trifling, indeed, in it’s prc-
fent confequence, that it would fcarcely de-
{erve to be ridiculed, much lefs cenfured, had
not the fame affeation afterwards brought
forth more ferious and even fatal follies.

The temper alfo of the parifians, who mix
in the world very early in lifc, leads them to
imagine, that they have acquired the profound
knowledge of the fprings of human paffions,
which enables a fagacious man almoft to forefce
future events, only becaufe they have often de-
tected the weakneffes-of the human heart. This
made them now fuppofe, that the court of
Great Britain was about to profit by their in-
tetine troubles. The phrafeology had long
been in both countrics, that they were the
natural enemies of each other; and the mif-
truftful french quickly imagined, that the
englith meant immediately to take vengeance
for their interference in favour of the ameri-
cans, by feizing fome of their Weft-India
iflands. The duke of Dorfet, in his juftifica-
tion of England, only changed the objeét of
miftruft, by giving rife to {fome vague con-

jetures
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je@ures refpedting a confpiracy for deliveling
Breft into the hands of the englith ; and, as
there was no cluc to lead to the difcovery of the
traitors, {cveral nobles of Brittany, probably
innocent, were arrcfled.

Thefe were, ncverthelefs, but flight impedi-
ments 3 for the invigorating voice of the
awakened nation gave energy to the affem-
bly, who now named committees to ex-
pedite the prefent bufinefs, preparatory to
their grand tafk of framing a conftitution.
The authority and refpeability of the aflem-
bly being acknowledged, they attentively con-
fidered the ftate of the kingdom ; and, mind-
ful of the prefent diftrefs of the people, iflucd
orders for the free circulation of provifion,
which had been obftru&ted by the ancient
forms, {fo oppofite to the true principles of
political economy.

At this jun&ure, Necker, ftill efteemed by
the nation, unfortunatcly rcturned. Intoxi-
cated by popularity, this minifter had not fuf-
ficent prudence to decline the honours, which
he could not {upport by that dignity of con-
du& the prefent crifis. required. In his way
to Paris, having heard, that the lifc of the
baron de Benzenval, commandant of the {wifs

guards,
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guards, who had been with Broglio, was in
danger, he humanely interpofed to ftop the
hand of violence ; and {o far he dcferves praife.
But when, arrived at Paris, he was reccived,
by the lively inhabitants, as the tutelar genius
of France, this apotheofis had it’s ufual cffe&t;
and affuming the demi-god, at the Hotel-de-
Ville, he was not content to preferve this vic-
tim from the public fury, withont recom-
mending a general amnefty; a meafurc which
was as inconfiderately adopted, as propofed.
For the eleGors pretending to iffue laws for
the whole nation, gave great umbrage to the
parifians, who had winked at the firetch of
their power, which the prefling exigency of
circumftances required, during the moment
danger menaced the capital. The wild cur-
rent thus turned, the men, who in the morn-
ing had declared, ¢ that liberty wras {afe, fince
¢ Necker was allowed to watch over her, now
accufed him of ambition, and a defire to keep
well with the court, by facilitating the return,
or efcape, of it's minions. Such in fa&k was
the inconftancy of a people, always running
after theatrical {cenes, that the tocfin was rung
to denounce Necker as a courtier in one quar-
ter of the city, at the very time the Palars

T Royal
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Royal was illuminated to celebrate his return
as a patriot.

The bufinefs, however, being referred to
the national affembly, with a modifying ex-
planation, they decided it mildly, paying the
refpet due to the good intentions from which
it proceeded, though they did not pretend to
fanétion the hafty refolve of the electors.

After this tumult had fubfided the narrow
capacity of the minifter did not allow him to
take a determined part in the grand work, in
which the deputies were engaged. His mind
had not {ufficient firength to burft the thackles
of it’s old opinions; and, adting with his
ufual commercial calculations, he feems to
have been ane caufe of the divifions, which
began to agitate an affembly, united rather by
circumftances than by fentiments. Befides,
the fudden emancipation of .the people occa-
fioned a delirium of joy, which required to
be managed with the greateft delicacy. A
vigorous miniftry ‘was certainly neceflary to
check the licentious {pirit manifefting itfelf
continually by acs of violence, in {o many
parts of the kingdom, where tumults and
affaflinations were the effe@ts of  the giddinef$

of unexpeted fuccefs, Whillt complaining
ef
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of the old government, cvery man in his
fphere feemed to be eager to try how he him-
felf could govern, and make up for the time
he had- delegated his authority. Befides, the
pracraftination of the relief looked for as the
immediate confequence of-the Revolution,
however unavoidable, made the people not
ohly muimur, but, difregarding all reafon,
attempt to gain more by force than could, for
a long time, be granted by juftice—cven had
juftice been unbiafed by felf-intereft.

The nation_ called for a conftitution ; and
the affembly debated about the declaration of
rights inherent to man, and thofe he gives
up when he becomes a citizen; on which they
defigned to reft it, as an cxplanatory fup-
port.

Several members argued, that the declara-
tion ought to, conclude, and not precede the
conftitution ; infifting, that it was dangerous
to awaken a fommambulyft on the brink of a
precipice ; or to take a man to the top of a
mountzain, to thow him a vaft country that
belonged to him, but of which he could not
immediately claim the poflefion. ‘It is a
“veil, faid they, ©that it would be imprudent
¢ to raife fuddenly.—It is a fecret, that itis

Te ¢ neceflary
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¢ neceflary to conceal, till the effet of a good
¢ conftitution puts them into a fituation to hear
¢ it with fafety *.”

But Barnave terminated the fitting, though
the queftion was flill in debate, by obferving,
¢ that the declaration of rights was in two
¢ refpes practically ufeful ;—firft, as it fixed
¢ the fpirit of the legiflation, in order that it
¢ might not vary in future ;—and, fecondly, as
¢ it would direét the reprefentatives of the na-
S tion in the formation of laws, in all the de-
¢ tails of legiflation, the completion of which
¢ could only be the work of time. As to the
¢ apprehenfion exprefled of the people abufing
¢ thelc rights, when they acquire a knowledge
¢ of them, it is,’ {aid he, ¢ futile,~~and we need
¢ only turn over the page of hiftory, to lofe
* thefe vain fears; for we fhall conftantly
¢ find the people tranquil in the fame pro-
¢ portion as they are enlightened.’

Poizing thus the pillars of equal liberty,
the difcuffion was the next day interrupted
by the report made by the committee ap-
pointed for the purpofe of digefting the in-
formation fent to the affembly, of the melan-

choly

* Thefe members feem to have formed a juft eftimate of
the french charaéter,
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choly intelligence which they daily reccived
from the provinces.—¢ The taxes, the rents
“ werc no longer paid, the revenue was ex-
¢ haufted, the laws were without force ; and
¢ the focial ties almoft broken.” To'remedy
fo many evils, the committee propofed to the
affembly to publith, as foon as poflible, 2
folemn declaration to tcftify their deep fenfc
of the mifery of the provinces, and their
difapprobation of the non-payment of taxes
and rents ; and to declare, that, till the aflem-
bly had time to confider the decrees neceffary
to be pafled to regulate thefe objes, there
did not exift any caufe to juftify fimilar re-
fufals. ‘This propofition occafioned a warm
debate.

Some of the deputies reprefented, that the
feudal laws were too iniquitous,~—the taxcs
too unequally affefled—the wretchednefs too
general, to hope for any happy effe&t from
fuch a declaration—it would foon fall into
oblivion, as had done the proclamation for
peace :—it would aggravate the mifery of the
flate, by manifefting the impotence of the
national affembly :—it would irritate even the
people, who had need of comfort; and of
whom they could not, without a kind of

T 3 deriﬁox‘l .
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derifion, in their prefent circumftances, re«
quire the payment. of taxes, of which they
knew well that- cach of them felt the in-
juftice.

Others did not fail to infift on the danger
of letting the diforder increafe ; on the facred-
nefs of property ; and on. the immenfe deficst
with which the nation wrs menaced ; adding,
that the national affembly would become ¢on-
temptible, if it did.not take the maft vigorous
meafures.—7They further dilated on the necef-
fity of re-eftablithing the authority of the
courts of juflice ;—and other arguments
of the fame tendency, which would have
been more conclufive, more ufefu], if the
fupporters of the declaratipn had brought for-
ward the thadow of a mode to affure it’s
exccution. The debate from being warm
became bitter, till it was at length refolved,
that a declaration fhould be ifflued for the
fecurity of property, and that the remaining
propofals of the committee fhould be difcufled
the next evening, the 4th of auguft.

But, before they feparated, the affembly
was informed, that Broglio had ordered all
the arms, depofited at the town-houfe of
Thionyille, to be carried away.—This ftep

appeared



(279 )
appeared to them the height of imprudence,
at a moment when the community was
obliged to arm itfelf to watch over the pub-
lic fafety.
The following morning it was decided by
a great majority, that there thould be a de-
claration of rights feparate from the conftitu-
tion. The fitting of the evening was im-
patiently expected, and the oppofers of a new
proclamation flattered themfelves, that they
thould fecure the general fuffrage, by mak-
ing it appear, that patriotifm demanded great
facrifices ; and that inftead of the vain for-
mality of an exhortation, foon defpifed by
the people, it, was neceflary to carry real
offerings to the altar of peace.~—This was the
purport of a fpecch made by one of the
nobles, the vifcount de Noailles; who thowed,
in a very forcibie manner, ¢ that the king-
‘ dom, at this moment, fluGtuated between
¢ the alternative of thc deftruction of fociety,
¢ or of a government which would be admired
“ and imitated by all Europe. How .is this
¢ government to be obtained ¥’ faid he, ¢ how
¢ are the relaxed ties of {ociety to be {trength-
“ ened ? By calming the people,” he continues,
¢ by letting them {ee, that we are really em-
T4 ¢ ployed
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¢ ployed for their good; and that we refift
¢ them only where it is manifeftly conducive
¢ to their interefl, that they fhould be refifted,
¢ —To attain then this tranquillity, {o necef~
¢ fary, I propofe:

¢ 1ft. That it be declared, before the pro-
¢-clamation digefted by the committee, that
¢ the reprefentatives of the nation have de-
¢ cided to levy the impoft, henceforward, in
¢ proportion to the income of each indivi
¢ dual,

¢ 2dly. Thatall the public charges thall, in
¢ future, be equally fupported by the whole
¢ community.

¢ 3dly, That all the feudal claims fhall be
¢ redeemable, on a fair valuation.

¢ 4thly, That all the manorial claims, the
¢ mains-mortes, and other perfonal fervices,
¢ {hall be done away, without any ranfom.

¢ sthly. That the manorial rents in poultry,
¢ and other kinds of provifion, fhall be re-
* deemable by the proprietor or contra&or, at
¢ a juft valuation,’

The duke d‘Aiguillon feconded this mo~
tion, which had been warmly applauded ; or
rather made another tending to the {ame end.
Yor dreading the {fuppreffion of his penfion,

4 when
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when the Livre Rouge thould be reviewed, ha
fuddenly, from being a minion of the old
court, became a loud patrict.  And further to
evince his zcal in the caufe cf liberty, he de-
clared, ¢ that the infurre@ion found if’s ex-
‘ cufle in the vexations to which the people
¢ were {ubjet. Thc lords of manors he
obferves, ¢ {cldom commit the cxcefles of
¢ which their vaflals complainj; but their
¢ agents are often devoid of humanity, and the
¢ wretched hufbandmen, fubje& to the bar-
¢ barous feudal laws ftill in force, groan under
“ the reftrition to which they become the
¢ victims, At this happy cra, when united
¢ for the public good, and difengaged from all
¢ perfonal intereft, we are going to labour for
¢ the regeneration of the ftate, it {cems to me,
¢ gentlemen, that it is neccflary, before cfta-
¢ blithing this conftitution, fo defircd by the
¢ nation, to prove to all the citizens, that our
¢ intention is to eftablifh, as foon as pofiible,
¢ that equality of rights which alone can affure
¢ their liberty,

It too frequently happens, that men run
from one extreme to another, and that defpair
adopts the moft violent meafures. The french
people had long been groaning under the laﬁ}

0
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of a thoufand oppreflions; they were the
hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for
the chofen few, It was, therefore, to be ap-
prehended, after they had once thrown off the
yoke, which had imprinted on their charaéter
the hateful fcars of fervitude, that they would
expe&t the moft unbridled freedom, detefting
all wholefome reftraints, as reins they were not
now bound to obey. Trom obferving, per-
haps, -that this was the difpofition of the
times, the political empirics have continually
inflamed the foibles of the multitnde, by
fiattering them. Thus the nobility, whofe
order would probably lofe moft by the revo-
lution, made thc moft popular motions, to
gain favour with the people ; tickling the {pi-
rit they could not tame., Thus alfo we have
fcen the defperate leaders of fattions fele@ing
ingenioufly the terms fans-culottes, citoyen,
and egalité, in order to cajole the minds of the
vulgar ; and hence it has happened, that, in
proportion as this cajolery was more highly
feafoned, the power of ruling has defcended
ta the moft defperate and impudent of the
fmatterers in politics ; whilft public anarchy,
and private difcord, have been produétive of

the dreadful cataftrophes, and wanton outrages,
which
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which have given fuch home thrufts to the
dignity of freedom.

The feudal claims that infult humanity,
2nd fhow how near man is to the brute crea-
tion when laws are firt made, were after-
wards attempted to be enumerated; but a
general cry of indignation and horrour pre-
vented the deputy from finithing the frightful
pi¢ture of human debafement and brutality.
The veftiges of thefe direful oppreflions,
however, were flill held dear by thefe very
men, who, not having the compafs of
morality to direét their politics, were humane
rather through weaknefs of nerves than {founc-
nefs of underftanding,

Be this as it may, the motion of the
vifcount dc Noailles cxcited a fudden enthu-
fiafm, mixed with anger. The members of
the privileged orders, like children, {cemed
to fay, by their a&tions, if you force me to
give up this toy, it is fair that you fthould
refign your fugar-plumb.—One gave a blew
in the face; and the retort courteous was a
back-handed firoke. For a member, that the
duke d‘Aiguillon thould not be gencrous at
the expence of others, propofed the mmmediate

fuppreflion of all places and emoluments
2 granted
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granted fo profufely by the court, as the
heavieft burthen of the pcople-—becaufe
obliged to fupport with their ncceffarics the
luxuries of the great; who, detained as a
kind of guards at court, were not only pre-
vented from enlivening the provinces by their
prefence, but diftreffed them by drawing away
their produce. Diftiaguifhing, however, be-
tween the penfions obtained by intrigue, and
thofe that were the reward of a&ual fervices,
—hc moved, that the former thould be fup-
prefled, and the latter reduced.

A motion was then made, that not only
feudal rights, but all the jurifdiGtion of the
lords of manors,_cftablithed on the fame arbi-
trary ground, fhould be abolifhed.

The prefident now, according to rule, per-
cciving that no one attempted to fpeak againft
the motion, was proceeding to put it to the
vote-—but he paufed, reproaching himfelf for
attempting to put an cnd-to fuch an intereft-
ing difcuflion before fuch among the clergy,
as wifhed to fpeak, had had an opporturity
of declaring their fentiments.

This artful compliment roufed the bithop
of Nancy to declare, ¢ that, the continual and
¢ fympathizing witnefles of the mifery of the

people,
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¢ people, the clergy undoubtedly fighed after
¢ an opportunity to contribute to thwcir relief ;
¢ and that the motion anticipated their defire s
¢ yet, to thow their cntire approbation of it,
¢ he muft be permitted to propofe in addition,
¢ that the price of the ranfom of ecclefiaftical
¢ feudalities fhould not be converted to the
¢ profit of the actual incumbent ; but thrown
¢ into a fund for the relief of the poorer part
¢ of the body.’

The bifhop of Chartres, after approving of
the facrifices already made, demanded, that
the fuppreffion of the game laws fhould be
joined to them, This worthy prelate painted
the injuftice of thofe laws, not lefs abfurd
than oppreflive, which force the farmer to'be
the tranquil fpe&ator of the ravages of his
harveft ; condemning him to endure crucl
punifhments, if he foilow the firt impulle
of nature, which would lead him to kill the
animals that injure him. A number of the
nobility concurred in thefe fentiments; for
who would be out-done in hercifm? and de-
manded the renunciations of thefc unnatural
privileges.

The prefident de Saint-Fargeau now rofe,
to demand an explanation relative to the taxes

of
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of whicli the clergy and nobility offered to di-
vide the weight. ¢ We have given,’ faid he,
¢ hopes to the people; but we ouglt to give
¢ them fomething more fubftantial ; we have
¢ decreed, that, provifionally, the taxes fhould
¢ continue to be paid as they have been Hither-
¢ to; that is to fay, we have. referved to the
¢ clergy and the nobility the benefit of their
< exemptions, till they are exprefsly revoked.
¢ —Why do we delay to pronounce this revo-
¢ cation, {o ftri¢tly impofed in almoft all our
¢ inftructions I propofe, thercfore, that not
¢ only for the laft fix months, but from the
¢ very commencement of the year, all privi-
¢ leged petfons, without cxception, fuppert
¢ their proportional part of the public im-
¢ poft.’

As the difcuffion of the propofitions of the
vifcount de Noailles advanced, the neccility
of effacing all the traces of fervitude became
more and more obvious; and all the mem-
bers fecmed eager to point out to their col-
leagues the new facrifices, that ought to be
made to the good of their country. One de-
manded the fuppreflion of the exclufive right
to warrens j—another that of fitherics; a

third
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third the fale of offices, and that juftice {hould
be adminiftered gratuitoufly.

‘The parifh prieft of Soupcs, in the name
of his brethren, joined the oblations of the
poor to the hecatombs, of which the moft
part coft nothing to thofe who propofed them;
¢ he declared, that, animated by a defire to
¢ contribute to the relief of the people, they
¢ would relinquifh, from the prefent time, all
¢ their cafual (or furplice) fees.” This offer,
made with great fimplicity of heart, afiected
the affembly ; nor could a very diflerent pro-
pofal, made by the ‘duke du Chitclet, refpet-
ing the buying up of the tithes, cfface it en-
tircly.

The tranfition to gaiety, when a member
afked permiffion to offer alfo his {fparrow, was
very natural in a people, who always mix a
degree of farcaflic pleafantry, the good-
humoured face of which firft appears, with
the moft ferious things. However, after the
laughter ceafed,—he continued to make his
demand more {erioufly, by obferving, that an
obje&, trifling in appearance, was a real
grievance to the hufbandmen ; he moved,
therefore, for the total demnolition of all the
sove-cotes throughout the kingdem.

The
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The refpeétable duke de Ia Rochcfoucault,
after having applauded all thefe propofitions,
remarked, that the king had given the ex-
ample of freeing the ferfs in his demefnes ;
and that the moment was come, to extend
this benefit to all the kingdom. This benevo-
lent citizen did not ftop here; but added a
wifh, that, before the clofe of the feffions,
the aflembly would take into confideration
the fate of the unhappy viQims of covetouf~
nefs, rctained in {lavery under another hemi-
iphere.

A member now made a motion, that ex-
cited teflimonics of the moft fincerc fatisfac
tion from the affembly; it was to augment
the fipends of the parifh prigfts, the moft
refpe@able part of the clergy. -~

Several dignitaries of the church, poffefling
two or more benefices, unwilling to be left be-
hind in generofity, followed with a declaration,
that, conformable to the canons, they were re-
folved to limit themfelves to a fingle one.

The deputics of the provinces enjoying
peculiar privileges receiving a hint, that the
appellation of french citizens, all partaking
tiic fame rights, was the moft glorious they
ceuld bear, immediately came forward to

renounce
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renounce them. A number of propofitions,
more or lefs important, brought up the rear.
The {uppreflion of the firft fruits ; the rights
of wardenthip ; and the abrogation of thofe
barbarous vows, which fetter unfortunate
beings for life.—In fhort, full and entire liberty
for the non-catholics.-——Admiflion of all the
citizens into all offices, ecclefiaftical, civil,
and military.——Abolition of the plurality of
ecclefiaftical penfions.-—And then, not for-
getting their national charaer, it was pro-
pofed, that a medal fhould be ftruck in com-
memoration of this night * ; and a decree alfo
pafled, conferring gratuitoufly on the king
the auguft title, it might favour of a ftyle
that fearcely befits the dignity of hiftory, to
fay m'ck—m.z;%, of RESTORER OF FRENCH
LIBERTY. A deputation was accordingly
appointed to carry this new mark of homage
to the king, and to requeft his prefence at a
folemn e Deum, to be celcbrated throughout
the kingdom.—-And behold night clofed on

the renowned 4th of auguft!
It is not poffible, fays a journalift of the
day, to give a diftin& defcription of the
U {cenes

* Some french wags have 1aid a greay firefs on thefe de-
¢rees pafling after dinner,
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fcenes which were continually {hifting during
this fitting.-—The vivacity of the fentiments,
the quick tranfition from a generous emotion
to an epigrammatical fenfation, the diforder
which mude fenfibility predominate over
legiflative dignity---the reciprocal miftruft,
and the combat of gencrofity—all diverfified
by the amiable and f{educing enthufialm, fo
chara&eriftic of thc nation, made this an
epocha in the hiftory of the revolution, on
which the contemplative mind, accuftomed
to confider the varicd charadter of man, will
ponder.

Another obfcrvation, alfo, naturally occurs;
for it-is jult to remark, as a proof of the
crudenefs of the political notions, not to men-
tion principles, of thefe legiflators, that all
talked of facrifices, and boafted of generofity,
when they were only doing common juftice,
and making the obvious pratical comment
on the declaration of rights, which they had
paffed in the morning.—If fuch were the
rights of man-—they were more or lefs than
men,; who with-held them ; and the refigna-
tion, rather a refumption of their reafon than
a facrifice of their property, was called for,
the moment they acknowledged the fove-

reignty
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reignty of the people by becoming their re-
prefentatives.

It is very poflible, that the next morning
the different parties could fcarcely believe,
that they had more than the imperfet recol-
letion of a dream in their heads. So quick,
indeed, had been the determinations of the
mecting, which encroached on the midnight
hour, that they had not the fober caft of
thought to give them dignity. They feem in
reality to have been mofltly the effect of paf-
fion, of ambition, or a vain defire of venge-
ance ; for thofe who were led only by en-
thufiafm, and the vanity of the moment,
cheemed their condué as highly extravagant,
when they had time to cool. But the com-
mons, who had the deepeft views, knew to
what they had urged them, and would not
let them recede.

It is true, the abolition of thefe privileges
and powers had been ftrictly enjoined, in the
inftrutions given to the deputies by their
conftituents ; but, it is doubtful, whether
they would have been attended to, had not
the moft fagacious forefeen, that the negle&t
might occafion a civil war. Knowing, that
then property would not be cautioufly re-

T2 fpe&cd,
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fpeéted, they began by attacking that of their
prefumptuous adverfaries; and aually fur-
prifed the affembly into the unanimous re-
nunciation of all revenues arifing from feudal
dues, and even into the abolition of tithes,
The nobility, alfo, who {aw, that they fhould
gain more by the {fuppreflion of tithes, than
they fhould lofe by the facrifice of the ob-
noxions manorial fees, came into the fame
fyftem. The fteps likewifc taken to increafe
the falaries of the indigent clergy, the moft
numerous part of the body in the aflembly,
fecured their influence. And by deftroying
the monopoly of municipal and judicial em-
ployments, the fupport of the citics was ob-
tained.—Thus the national alfembly, without
a ftruggle, found itfelf omnipotent. Their
only enemies were individuals, feemingly of
importance, 1t is true, as they had been ac-
cuftomed to lead the great corporate bodies;
but what was their empire, when all their
former fubjefts were withdrawn from their
eontrol ? of thele enemies, the church dig-
nitaries were of the moft confequence ; but,
after the confifcation of ecclefiaftical property,
it would have been impoffible for the court,’

even fuppofing a caunter-revolution, to pro-
vide
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vide for them ; as they would have been a
dead weight on the royalifts.

Unfortunately, almoft every thing human,
however beautiful or fplendid the fuperfiruc-
wure, has, hitherto, been built on the vile foun-
dation of felfithnefs; wvirtue his been the
watch-word, patriotifiin  the trumpet, and
glory the banner of enterprize; but pay and
plunder have been the real motives. Ido
not mean to aflert, that there were not any
real patriots in the affembly.~—I know there
were many. By real patriots, I mean men
who have ftudied politics, and whofe iceas
and opinions on the fubje&t are rcduced to
principles ; men who make that fcience {o
much their prircipal obje&, as to be willing
tc give up time, perfonal {afety, and what-
ever fociety comprehends in the phrafe, per-
Jonal intereft, to {ecure the adoption of their
plans of reform, and the diffufion of know-
ledge.

But moft of the leaders of the nationul
affembly were guided by the vulgar import
of the word, a vain decfirc of applaufe, or
deep fchemes of emolument, The Lameths,
for inftance, who had been the obfequious
flaves of the queen, were among the hotteft

Us advocates
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advocates for popular power; and through.
out the aflembly there were traces of a fimilar
fpirit.

During the firft ftruggle, the national aflem-
bly and the people were divided into republi-
cans and royalifts ; but we fhall find, from
the moment all danger of difturbance ap-
peared to be over, the higher clafs were re-
ceding from the patriots, and recruiting from
the royalifts, to form for themfelves, under
the appellation of the zmpartiaux, the elements
of a growing ariflocracy.

CHAR
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CHAPTER IIL

REFLECTIONS ON THE MEMBDBERS OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY. SECESSION OF SEVERAL PSEUDO-PATRI-
OTS. SOCICTY RIPE FOR IMPROVIMENT THROUGH-
OUT EUROPE. WAR NATURAL TO MIN IN A SAVAGE
ETATE. REMARKS ON THL ORICIN AND PROGRELSS
OF SQCIETY. THE ARTS=—PROPERTY—INEQUALITY
OF CTONDITIONS—WAR. PICTURE OF MANNERS IN
MODERN FRANCE,

Tue defpotifin of the former government
of France having formed the moft voluptuous,
artificial chara&ers, in the higher orders of
fociety, makes it lefs extraordinary to find
the leading patriots men without principles or
political knowledge, excepting what they had
cafually gleaned from books, only rcad to
while away an idle hour not employcd in
pleafure. So fuperficial indced was their
acquaintance with any fubjet that demanded
thought—and fo great the degeneracy of
their manners, it was natural {or every man
of refle@ion to infer, that a conlidcrable
length of time muft elapfe before the new
order of things, which they were about to
ereate, could attain ftability. DBut this was

Ug not
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not a difcouraging confideration, when it was
obvious, that importantadvantages had already
been gained by the people; and by the im.
provement of morals, which would necef-
{arily follow, it wasto be prefumed, that the
cvils, the old {yftem produced, would vanifh
before gradual amendments; whilft, by a
practical knowledge of political and civil li-
berty, the great objects of the revolution would
be afcertained; namely, juft laws, and equal
liberty.

The depravity of the higher clafs, and the
ignorance of the lower refpe@ing practical
political [cience, rendered them equally in-
capablc of thinking for themfclves; fo that
the meafures which flattered ‘the foibles, or
gratified the weaknefs of either, were fure tg
have great influence in producing a {chifm in
the public mind'; which gave an opportunity
to the enemics of the revolution to impede it’s
courfe, "And the number of the lower clafs
having it's due weight, when they became
free, the moft daring innovators became
the greateft favourites with the public, to
whofe will every prudential confideration was
obliged to yield.

Much had been gained on the 4th of
auguft by the nation: the old forms of

S | feudal
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feudal vaflalage were completely overturned-»
and France then ftood at the point the molt
advantageous in which a government was cver
confiruted.—She ftood fair as the dawn of
her liberty, having fhaken off the prejudices
of ages; and reafon was tracing out theroad,
which leads to virtue, glory, and happinefs—
Still ambitious {elfithnefs, melancholy draw-
back! governed too great a proportion of the
affembly ; and the nobles and clergy who
had been averfeto the juncion of the orders
now intriguing, cvery debate became a bit-
ter or violent conteft, in which the popular

advocates continued to gain an afcendency.
This difpofition to intrigue, and want of
fincerity, fo generally remarked in the
French chara&er, laid the foundation of uni-
verfal difiruft ; and the coalefced parties, who
had not been actuated by a love of liberty, or
regard for the profperity of the kingdom, but
dexteroufly fcll in with the {pirit of the day,
were not aware, that a watchful, fufpicicus
multitude, would be as likely to miftruft them
in their turn, as the court, which had thriven
on the ruin of their happinefs. This was a
blindnefs fo grofs, that it appears not a little
wonderful, after confidering the different
charadters,
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charatters, who fucceeded each other in the
miniftry, or'dire¢ted the helm of the ftate,
that men fhould not acquire fufficient judg-
ment to adopt the integrity of condud&, with
which alone” people in ‘their fenfes, awake
to their intercft and rights, will ever be
{atisfied.

For a vain glorioys ambition, mixing with
the abortions of giddy patriotifm, ats as the
moft fatal poifon to political difquifitions, dur-
ing feafons of public ferment. The folid
views of deep thinkers are adapted to the
fpirit of the times, and the ftate of reafon of
their compeers, And if they find, that the
current of opinion, in overturning inveterate
prejudices, and the decayed walls of laws,
that no longer {uit the manners, threatens the
deftru@ion of principles the moft facred;
they ought firmly to wait at their poft, until,
the fervour abating, they could, by diverting
the ftream, gradually reftrain it within proper
bounds.—But fuch patriotifin is of flow
growth ; requiring both a luxuriant public
foil, and to be foftered by virtuous emulation,
Yet this emulation will never flourith in a
country where intriguing finefle, fupplying the
place of exalted merit, is the fureft ladder to

| diftine-
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diftin@ion. It was by debafing artifices, un-
der the old government, that men obtained
favour and confequence ; and whilft fuch men,
men who were educated and offificd by the
ancient regimen, a on the political flage of
France, mankind will be continually difireffed
and amyfed by their tragic and comic ex-
hibitipns.

Art applied to art, and ftratagem againft
ftratagem, may produce, for a time,, alternate
defeats ; but ultimately the meft cunning will
triumph.

Vanity had made cvery frenchman a theo-
rift, though political aphorifms were never
afcertained under the reign of tyranny or
caprice. The fagacious part of the nation,
it is true, clearly perccived, that the period
was arrived, when a revolution was inevita-
ble; but {felfifhnefs being incompatible with
noble, comprehenfive, or laudable vicws, it
is nat wondcrful, keeping in fight the na-
tional foible, that at the meeting of the ftates-
general every deputy had his particular plan
to fuggeft. Few of the leaders embraced the
fame;.and aéing, without coalefcing, the moft
violent meafures were fure to be the moft
applauded. We fhall find alfo, that fome of
the moft ftrenuous advocates for reforming

abules,
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abufes, and eftablifhing a conftitution, when
their favourite fyfiems were exploded, peevithly
retired in difguft: and by afterwards venting
it, have hurried into action arace of monfters,
the moft flagitious that ever alarmed the world
by the murder of innocents, and the mockery
of juftice; and whilft the profanation of her
temple, befprinkled with blood, has branded
with an indclible ftigma the fanguinary brutes,
the deferters cannot efcape without a fharg of
the odium,

Contemplating the progrefs of the revolu-
tion, a melancholy refleGion is produced by
obferving, that almofl every precipitate event
has been the confcquence of a tenacity and
littlenefs of mind in the political aétors, whilft
they were affeting a roman magnanimity of
conduét~—to which they appear to have been as
great firangers, as they were deflitute of legi-
timate patriotifm, and political {cience.

We have firft fecn Calonne, in order to
fecure his popularity and place, propofing an
equalization of taxes; and, when he found
that his confequence and power were loft,
abandoning his country in difguft,and employ-
ing the moit unwarrantable means to involve
his fellow citizens in all the horrours of a civil

war,
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war. We fthall find, likewife, fcveral other
declaimers, for their fubfequent condut
obliges me to confider them in no better light,
when their plans were difregarded, if not
ading the fame {hameful part, yet leaving
their pofts; their patriotifm expiring with
their popularity.—And it will be only ncceffary
to keep in mind the conduct of all the leading
men, who have been a&ivein the revolution,
to perceive, that the difafters of the nation
have arifen from the fame miferable fource of
vanity, and the wretched firuggles of felfifh-
nefs; when the crifis required, that all enlight-
ened patriots thould have united and formed a
band, to have confolidated the great work;
the commencement of which they had accele-
rated. In proportion as thefe defertions have
taken place, the beft abilities which the coun-
try contained have difappeared. And thus it
has happened, that ignorance and audacity
have triumphed, merely becaufe there were
not found thofe brilliant talents, which, purfu-
ing the firaight forward line of political
economy, arreft, as it were, the fuffrage of
every well difpofed citizen.—Such talents
exifted in France: and had they combined,

and directed their views by a pure love of
their
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their country, to one point; 4ll the difafters,
which in overwheiming the empire have de-
ftroyed the repofe of Europe, would not have

occurred to difgrace the caufe of freedom.
Every great reform requires fyftematic
mardagement; and however lightly weak
daring hcads may treat the gravity of fuch a
remark, the pacific progrefs of every revolu-
tion will depend, in a very material degree,
on the moderation and reciprocity of concef-
fions made by the a&ing parties. It is true,
that in a nation chiefly celebrated for wit {o
much prudence could {carcely be expected—
yet that is not a fufficient reafon for condemn-
ing all the principles, that produced the revo-
lution: for liberty cannot be confidered as
belonging exclufively to any particular climate,
or temper of mind, as a phyfical effe&. It
was peculiarly urgent, indeed, to form fuch a
coalition, to countera& the dangerous confe-
quences of old prejudices. The ftubborn
habits of men, whom perfonal intereft kept
firm to their ground, it was morally certain
would interrupt the tranquil march of the
revolution : it would have been prudent then
for men, who agreed in the main objes, to
have overlooked trifling differences of opinion,
3 till
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till they were fecured: and of this feveral
members feem to have been aware.*

Had the conduc of men been fincere, and
had they really purfued that fraternity, about
which they {fo continually declaimed; they
might, in confolidating the rights of french
citizens, have eftablithed every political ad-
vantage, which the then ftate of reafon was
capable of adopting for the immediate benefit

* Lally-Tolendal, in particular; for giving his opinion
on the fubje of two chambers, he faid:—¢ It is not doubtful
*at prefent, and for this firft affembly, that a fingle
¢ chamber is preferable, and perhaps neceffary—There are
¢ fo many difficulties to be furmounted, fo many prejudices
« to be conquered, fo many facrifices to be made, fuch old
¢ habits to ront out, {o great a power to control; in a word
« fo much to deftroy, and almoft all to create anew. 'This
¢ moment, gentlemen, which weare fo happy as to have feen,
« of which it is impoffible a defcription can be given—wher
« private chara&ers, order: of men, and provinces, arc vying
« with each other, who will make the greateft facrifices to the
« public good—when all prefs tegether at the tribure, to
¢ renounce voluntarily, not only odious privileges, but even
« thofe juft rights, which appear to you an obftacle to the
¢ fraternity and equality of all the citizens. This moment,
« gentlemen, this noble and rich enthufiaim which hurrics
< you along, this new order of things which you have begun
« —all this—moft affuredly, could never have been produced
< but from the unioa of all perfors, of all opinions, and of
4 all hearts.’=—

of
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of focicty. But refentment burfting forth,
which had long lain concealed (the effect of fer-
vitude and contumely), joined with the vanity
of excelling all other nations in the fcience of
government, to produce an infolent audacity
of condu&, which, aiming at overturning
every thing, difcouraged the wavering, and
frightened the timid. Defigning knaves then
conceived the plan of rifing to eminence by
the accumulating foibles of the multitude, who,
lIoofened from all reftraint, were eafily caught
by the infidious arts of the moft contemptible
anarchifts.

The object of thofe monfters, who were
meditating the violation of the facred ties of
honour and humanity, was early perceived by
the more penetrating ; but inftead of oppofing
themfelves to their defigns, they for the moft
part became initiated into their clubs ; whilft
others, more haughty, though perhaps lefs
under the dire&tion of principles,---if there
were any among them,—cmigrated, lcaving
their country verging towards the whirlpool
of civil difcord, and all it’s concomitant
wretchednefs.

It is neceflary for us to attend clofely to
thefe confiderations, in order to be enabled to

form
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form a juft opinion of the various revolutions
which have fucceeded each other i~—becanle,
from a fuperficial view of things of this na-
ture, we frequently attribute to the paffions,
or innate turpitude of man, what was mercly
the effe&t of moral depravity. Hence it has
happened, that fo many of the admirers of the
revolution, in its infancy, now talk of extra-
vagani innovations, tending to overturn all the
barriers of juftice,—to trample on the feelings
of humanity, and to deflroy every thing
fplendid and beautiful,—the produ@ion of
ages, induftry, tafle, and lcarning.

But this revolution did not intereft french-
men alone; for it’s influence extending
throughout the continent, all the paflions and
prejudices of Europe were inftantly fet afloat.
That moft favoured part of the globe had
rifen to an aflonifhing pre-eminence, though
every where it’s inhabitants have had to con-
tend with diftin&ions the moft unnatural, and
prejudices the moft veteran. But, having
overcome thofe formidable obftacles to the
happinefs of her citizens, fociety feems to
have arrived at that point of civilization,
when it becomes neceflary for governments to
mcliorate it’s condition, or a diffolution of

X their
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their power and authority will be the confe.
quence of a-wilful difregard of the intimationg
of the times. Thisisa truth, which the peo-
ple have perceived; but which the parafites
of courts, and the advocates for defpotifm
haxe not been willing to believe. And befides,
their fupport, it might be faid exiftence, be-
ing attached to the continuation of thofe
favage abufes, they have fought with unufual
intrepidity in their defence. Thus wars have
been the bufinefs of courts, in which they
have artfully interefted the paffions of the
people.

Men in a favage ftate, without intelleGual
amufcments, or even fields or vineyards to
employ them, depending for fubfiftance on
the cafual fupply of the chace, feem continu-
ally to have made war, one with another, or
nation with nation; and the booty, taken from
their enemies formed the principal obje& of
conteft, becaufe war was not, like induftry, a
kind of abridgement of their liberty, Butthe
focial feelings of man, after having been ex-
ercifed by a perilous life, flow over in long
ftorics, when -he reaches garrulous old age.
‘Whilft his liftening progeny wondering at his
feats, their hrearts are fired with the ambition

of
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of equaling their fire. His foul alfo warmed
by {ympathy, feeling for the diftrefles of his
fellow creatures, and particularly for the help-
lefs ftate of decrepit age; he begins to con-
template, as defirable, affociations of men, to
prevent the inconveniencies arifing from lone-
linefs and folitude. FHence little communities
living together in the bonds of friendfhip,
fecuring to them the accumulated powers of
man, mark the origin of fociety: and tribes
growing into nations, {preading themfelves
over the globe, form different languages,
which producing different intercfts, and mif-
underftandings, cxcite diftruft.

The invention of the arts now aftords him
employment ; and it is in proportion to their
extenfion that he becomes domeftic, and at-
tached to his home. TFor whillt they were in
their infancy his reftlefs temper, and favage
manners, ftill kept alive his paffion for war and
plunder; and we fhall find, if welook back to
the firft improvement of man, that as his
ferocity wore away, the right of property grew
{facted. The prowefs or abilities of the leaders
of barbarians gave them likewife an afcendency
in their refpeive dynafties; which gaining
fitength in proportion to the ignorance of the

X 2 age,
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age, produced the diflin&tions of men, from
which the great inequality of conditions has
originated ; and they have becn preferved
long fince the neceflity has ceafed to exift.

During the reign of ignorance, the difagree-
ments of ftates could be fettled only by
combats; and the art of dexteroufly mur-
dering f{cems to have decided differences,
where reafon fhould have been the arbitrator,
The cuftom then of {fettding difputcs at the
point of the bayonct, in modern LFurope, has
been juftified by the example of barbarians;
and whilft fools continually argue from the
pradtice of inhuman favages, that wars are
neceflary evils, courts have found them con-
venient to perpetuate their power : thus flaugh-
ter has furnifhed a plaufible pretext for pecula-
tion.

Fortunately, in {pite of the various impedi-
ments that have thwarted the advancement
of knowledge, the bleflings of fociety have
been fufficiently experienced to convince us,
that the only {olid good to be expeéted from
a government muft refult-from the fecurity of
our perfons and property. . And domeftic
felicity has given a mild luftre to human hap-
pinefs fuperiour to the falfe glory of fanguinary
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devaftation, or magnificent rebberics, Our
ficlds and vineyards have thus gradually be-
come the principal objets of our carc—and
itis from this general fentiment governing
the opirion of the civilized part of the world,
that we are enabled to contemplate, with
fome degree of certainty, the approaching age
of peace.

All that could be done by a body of man-
ners, without a foul of morals, to improve
mankind, had been tried in France—The re-
fult was polithed flavery; and fuch an inor-
dinate love of pleafure, as led the majority to
fearch only for enjoyment, tiil the tone of
nature was deftroyed. Yet fome few rcally
learned the true art of living; giving that
degrce of elegance to domeftic intercourfe,
which, prohibiting grofs familiarity, alone can
render permanent the family affe&ions, whence
all the focial virtues {pring.

It is a miftake to fuppofe that there was
no fuch thing as domeftic happinefs in France,
or even in Paris. For many french families,
on the contrary, exhibited an affetionate
urbanity of behaviour to each other, {eldom
to be met with where a certain eafy gaiety
Joes not foften the difference of age and condi-
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tion. The-hufband and wife, if not lovers,
were the civileft friends and the tendercft
parents in the world—the only parents, per-
haps, who really treated their childzen like
friends; and the moft affable mafters and
miftrefles. Mothers were alfo to be found,
who, after fuckling their children, paid a
degree of attention to their education, not
thought compatible with the levity of cha-
racter attributed to them; whilft they ac-
quired a portion of tafte and knowledge rarely
to be found in the women of other countries.
Their hofpitable boards were conftantly open
to relations and acquaintance, who, without the
formality of an invitation, enjoyed there cheer-
fulnefs free from reftraint ; whilft more fele®
circles clofed the evening, by difcufling literary
fubjes. In the fummer, when they retired
to their manfion houfes, they {pread gladnefs
around, and partook of the amufements of the
peafantry, whom they vifited with paternal
folicitude, Thefe were, it is true, the ra-
tional few, not numerous in any country—
and where is led a more ufeful or rational
life?
In the provinces, likewife, more fimplicity
of manners prevailing, their morals were more
purc;
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pure: though family pride, as in England,
made the moft noble houfe the royal family
of each village, who vifited the grand court
only to import it’s follies. Befides, in France,
the women have not thofe fadtitious, fuper-
cilious manners, common to the englifh ; and
a&ting more freely, they have more decifion
of character, and even more generofity.
Rouffeau has taught them alfo a fcrupulous
attention to perfonal cleanlinefs, not gene-
rally to be feen elfewhere: their coquetry is
not only more agreeable, but more natural :
and not left a prey to unfatisfied fenfations,
they were lefs romantic indeed than the
englith ; yet many of them poflefled delicacy
of {fentiment,

It is, perhaps, in a ftate of comparative
idlenefs—purfuing employments not abfo-
lutely neceffary to fupport life, that the fineft
polifh is given to the mind, and thofe per-
fonal graces, which are inftantly felt, but can-
not be defcribed: and it is natural to hope,
that the labour of acquiring the fubflantial
virtues, neceflary to maintain freedom, will
not render the french lefs pleafing, when they
become more refpectable.
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