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WHEN we contemplate the infancy of
man, his gradual advance towards maturity,
his miferable weaknefs as a folitary being, and
the crudenefs of his firft notions refpeting
the nature of civil fociety, it will not appear
extraordinary, that the acquirement of poli-
tical knowledge has been fo extremely flow ;
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or that public happinefs has not been more ra-
pidly and generally diflufed.

The perfeétion attained by the apcients, it
is true, has ever afforded the imagination of
the poetical hiftorian-a theme to deck with the
choiceft flowers of rhetoric; though the cool
inveltigation of fats feems clearly to prove,
that the civilization of the world, hitherto, has
confifted rather in cultivating the tafte, than
in exercifing the underftanding. And were
not thefe vaunted improvements alfo confined
to a {mall corner of the globe, whilft, the
political view of the wifeft legiflators {el-
dom  extending beyond the {plendour and
aggrandizement of their individual nation,
they trampled with a ferocious afleétation of
patriotifm on the moft facred rights of hu-
msnity ? When the arts flourifhed in Greece,
and literature began to fhed it’s-blandifhments
on focicty, the world was moftly inhabited by
barbarians, who waged eternal war with their
more polithed neighbours, the imperfeQion
of whofe government fapping it’s foundation,
the feience of politics neceflarily received a
check in the bud—and when we find, likes
wife, the roman empire ciumbling into
atoms, from the germ of a deadly malady:imy
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planted in it’s vitals; whilft voluptuoufnefs
ftopped the progrefs of civilization, which
makes the perfeétion of the arts the dawn of {ci-
ence 3 we {hall be convinced, thatit demanded
nges of improving reafon and experience in
moral philofophy, to clcar away the rubbifh,

and exhibit the firft principles of focial order,
We have probably derived our great fupe-
riority over thofe nations from the difcovery
aof the.polar attradion of the needle, the per-
fedtion which aftronomy and mathematics
have attained, and the fortunate invention of
printing. For, whillt the revival of letters
hus added the colle@ed wifdom of antiquity
to the improvements of madern refearch, the
latter moft ufeful art has rapidly multiplied
copies of the produ&ions of genius and com-
pilations of learning, bringing them within
the reach of all ranks of men: the fcientific
difcoveries 2l{fo have not only led us to new
worlds; but, facilitating the communication
between different nations, the friction of arts
and commerce have given to fociety the
tranfcendently . pleafing ‘polith of urbanity ;
and thus, by a gradual foftening of manners,
the complexion of focial life has been com-
pletely changed. But the remains of fuper-
B2 ftition,



( 4)

ftition, and the unnatural diftin@ion of pri-
vileged clafles, which had their origin in bar-
barous folly, ftill fettered the opinions of
man, and fullied his native dignity; till
feveral diftinguifhed englifh writers difcuffed
political fubje&s with the energy of men, who
began to feel their firength ; and, whilft only
a rumour of thefe fentiments roufed the at-
tention and exercifed the minds of fome men
of letters in France, a number of ftaunch dif-
putants, who had more thoroughly digefted
them, fled from oppreflion, to put them to
the teft of experience in America.

Locke, following the track of thefe bold
thinkers, recommended in a more methodical
manner religious toleration, and analyzed the
principles of civil liberty: for in his defini-
tion of liberty we find the elements of T7e
Declaration of the Rights of Man, which, in
fpite of the fatal errours of ignorance, and the
perverfe obftinacy of felfithnefs, is now con-
verting {fublime theories into pracical truths.

The revolution, it is true, foon introduced
the corruption, that has ever fince been cor-
roding britifh freedom.—Still, when the reft
of Europe groaned under the weight of the
moft unjuft and cruel laws, the life and pro-
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perty of englifhmen were comparatively fafe ;
and, if an imprefs-warrant refpefted the dif-
tin@ion of ranks, when the glory of England
was at ftake, fplendid vitories hid this flaw
in the beft exifting conftitution; and all ex-
ultingly recollected, that the life or liberty ofa
man never depended on the will of an indi-
vidual,

Englithmen were then, with reafon, proud
of their conftitution ; and, if this noble pride
have degenerated into arrogance, when the
caufe became lefs confpicuous, it is only a
venial lapfe of human nature ; to be lamented
merely as it ftops the progrefs of civilization,
and leads the people to imagine, that their
anccltors have done every thing poflible to
lecurce the happinefs of {ociety, and mcliorate
the condition of man, hecaufe they have done
much,

When learning was confined to a f{mall
number of the citizens of a ftate, and the in-
veftigation of it’s privileges was left to a num-
ber ftill {maller, governments feem to have
alted, as if the people were formed only for
them; and, ingenioufly confounding their
rights with metaphyfical jargon, the luxuri-
ous grandeur of individuals has been fup-

B3 ported



( 6)
ported by thie mifery of the bulk of theip fel-
low creatures, and ambition gorged by the
butchery of millions of innocent vi&ims.

The moft artful chain of defpotifm has ever
been fupported by falfe notions of duty, ‘en-
forced by thofe who were to profit by the
cheat.. Thus has the liberty of man been re-
ftrained ; and the {pontaneous flow of his
feelings, which would have fertilized his
mind, being choked at the fource, he is ren-
dered in the fame degree unhappy as he is
made unnatural. Yet, certain opinions, planted
by fuperfition and defpotifin, hand in hand,
have taken fuch deep root in our habits of
thinking, it may appear daringly licentious,
as well as prefumptuous, to obferve, that what
is often termed virtue, is only want of courage
to throw off prejudices, and follow the incli-
nations which fear not the eye of heaven,
though they thrink from cenfure not founded
on the natural principles of morality. But
at no period has the feanty diffufion of know-
ledge permitted the body of the people to par-
ticipate in ‘the difeuffion of political {cience ;
and if philofophy at length have fimplified
the principles of focial union, fo as to render
them eafy to be comprehended by every fane

and
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and thinking being; it appears to me, that
man may contemplate with benevolent corn-
placency and hecaming pride, the approach-
ing reign of reafon and peace.

Befides, if men have been rendered un-
qualified to judge with precifion of their civil
and political rights, from the invelved ftate
in which fophifticating ignorance has placed
them, and thus reduced to furrender their
reafoning powers ta noble fools, and pedantic
knaves, it is not furprizing, that fuperficial
abfervers have formed opinions unfavourable
to the degree of perfeGtion, which our intel-
leGual faculties are able to attain, or that def~
potifin thonld.attempt to check the fpirit of
inquiry, which, with colofian firides, fcems
to be haftening the overthrow of oppreflive
tyranny and contumelious ambition.

Nature having made men unequal, by giv-
ing ftronger bodily and mental powers to onc
than to another, the end of government ought
to be, to deftroy this inequality by proteling
the weak. Inftead of which, it has always
leaned to the oppofite fide, wearing itfu!f out
by difregarding the firft principle of it’s or-
ganization,

B 4 I
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It appears to be the grand province of go-
vernment, though fcarcely acknowledged, fo
to hold the balance, that the abilities or riches
of individuals may not interfere with the equi-
librium of the whole. For, as it is vain to
exped, that men fthould mafter their paffions
during the heat of a&ion, legiflators fhould
have this perfection of laws ever in view,
when, calmly grafping the intereft of hu-
manity, reafon affures them, that their own
is beft fecured by the fecurity of the common-
weal. The firft focial fyftems were certainly
founded by paflion ; individuals withing to
fence round their own wealth or power, and
make flaves of their brothers to prevent en-
croachment. Their defcendants have ever
been at work to {older the chains they forged,
and render the ufurpations of ftrength fecure,
by the fraud of partial laws: laws that can be
abrogated only by the exertions of reafon,
emancipating mankind, by making govern-
ment a {cience, inftead of a craft, and civiliz«
ing the grand mafs, by exercifing their un-
derftandings about the moft important ob-
je&ts of inquiry.

After the revolution in 1688, however,
political queftions were no longer difcufled in

I England
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England on a broad fcale ; becaufe that de-
gree of liberty was enjoyed, which enabled
thinking men to purfue without interruption
their own bufinefs ; or, if fome men com-
plained, they attached themfelves to a party,
and defcanted on the unavoidable mifery pro-
duced by contending paffions.

But in France the bitternefs of oppreflion
was mingled in the daily cup, and the ferious
folly of fuperftition,. pampered by the fweat
of labour, ftared every man of fenfe in the
face. Againft fuperftition then did the writers
contending for civil liberty principally diret
their force, though the tyranny of the court
increafed with it’s vicioufnefs.

Voltaire leading the way, and ridiculing
with that happy mixturc of {atire and gaiety,
calculated to delight the french, the in.
confiftent puerilities of a puppet-fhow reli-
gion, had the art to attach the belis to the
fool’s cap, which tinkled on every fide, rouf-
ing the attention and piquing the vanity of
his readers. Roufleau alfo ranged him{clf on
the fame fide; and, praifing his fanciful ftate
of nature, with that interefting eloquence,
which embcllithes reafoning with the charms

of
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of fentiment, forcibly depited the evils of a
prieft-ridden fociety, and the fources of op-
preflive inequality, inducing the men who
were charmed with his language to confidex
his opinions.

The talents of thefe two writers were par-
ticularly formed to effe@ a change in the fen-
timents of the french, who commonly read
to colleQ a fund for canverfation ; and their
biting retorts, and flowing periods, were re-
tained in each head, and continually {lipped
off the tongue in numerous fprightly circles.

In France,.indced, new opinions fly from
mouth to mouth, with an elerical velocity,
unknown in England; fo that there is not
fuch a difference between the fentiments of
the various ranks in one country, as is obw
{fervable in the originality of charatter to be
found in the other. At our theatres, the
boxes, pit, and galleries, relifh different
fcenes ; and {fome are condefcendingly born
by the more. polifhed part of the audience, to
allow the reft to have their portion of amufe~
ment. In France, on the contrary, a highly
wrought fentiment of ‘morality, probably

rather romantic than fublime, produces a burft
of
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of applaufe, when one heart feems to agitate
every hand.

But men are not content merely to laugh
at oppreflion, when they can fcarcely catch
from his gripe the neceffaries of life; fo that
from writing epigrams on fuperftition, the
galled french began to compofe philippics
againft defpotifm. The enormous and ini-
quitous taxes, which the nobles, the clergy,
and the monarch, levied on the people, turned
the attention of benevolence to this main
branch of government, and the profound
treatifc of the humane M, Quefnai produced

the fe& of the economifis, the firlt champions
for civil liberty.

On the cve of the american war, the en-
lightened adminiftration of the comptroller ge-
neral Turgot, a man formed in this {chool,
afforded France a glimpfe of freedom, which,
ftreaking the horizon of defpotifm, only ferved
to render the contraft more firiking, Eager
to corret abufes, equally impolitic and
cruel, this moft excellent man, fuffering his
clear judgment to be clouded by his zeal,
rouzed the neft of wafps, that rioted on the
honey of-indufiry in the funfhine of court
favour ; and he was obliged to retire from

4 - the
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the office, which he fo worthily filled. Dif-
appointed in his noble plan of freeing France
from the fangs of defpotifm, in the courfe of
ten years, without the miferies of anarchy,
which make the prefent generation pay very
dear for the emancipation of pofterity, he has
neverthelefs greatly contributed to produce
that revolution in opinion, which, perhaps,
alone can overturn the empire of tyranny.

The idle caprices of an effeminate court
had long given the tone to the awe-ftruck
populace, who, ftupidly admiring what they
did not underftand, lived on a wive k rot,
whilft his blood-fucking minions drained
every vein, that fhould have warmed their
honeft hearts.

But the irrefiftible energy of the moral and
political fentiments of half a century, at laft
kindled into a blaze the illuminating rays of
truth, which, throwing new light on the
mental powers of man, and giving a frefh
fpring to his reafoning faculties, completely
undermined the firong holds of prieftcraft and
hypocrify.

At this glorious cra, the toleration of re-
ligious opinions in America, which the {pirit
of the times, when that continent was peopled

with
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with perfecuted europeans, produced,aided, not
a little, to diffufe thefe rational {fentiments, and
exhibited the phenomenon of a government
eftablithed on the bafis of reafon and equality,
The eyes of all Europe were watchfully fixed
on the praétical fuccefs of this experiment in
political {cience ; and whilft the crowns of the
old world were drawing into their focus the
hard-earned recompence of the toil and care
of the fimple citizens, who lived detached
from courts, deprived of the comforts of life,
the juft reward of induftry, or, palfied by
oppreflion, pined in dirt -and idlenefs; the
anglo-americans appeared to be another race
of beings, men formed to enjoy the advantages
of fociety, and not merely to benefit thofe
who governed ; the ufe to which they had
been appropriated in almoft every ftate; con-
fidered only as the ballaft which keeps the
veflel fteady, neceffary, yet defpifed. So con-
{picuous in faét was the difference, that, when
frenchmen became the auxiliaries of thofe
brave people, during thecir noble ftruggle
againft the tyrannical and inhuman ambition
of the britith court, it imparted to them that
ftimulus, which alone was wanting to give
wings to freedom, who, hovering over France,

led
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led her indignant votaries to wreak their
vengeance on the tottering fabric of a govern-
ment, the foundation of which had been laid
by benighted ignorance,and it’s walls cemented
by the calamities of millions that mock calcu-
lation~—and, in it’s ruins a fyftem was en-
tombed, the moft baneful to human hap-
pinefs and virtue,

America fortunately found herfelf in a
fituation very different from al] the reft of the
world ; for fhie had it in her power ta lay the
firft ftones of her government, when reafon
was venturing to canvafs prejudice. Availing
herfelf of the degree of civilization of the
world, the has not retained thofe cuftoms,
which were only the expedients of barbarifm
or thought that conftitutions formed by
chance, and continually patched up, were
{uperiour to the plans of reafon, at liberty to
profit by experience.

When fociety was firft regulated, the laws
could not be adjufted fo as to take in the
future condu@ of it’s members, becaufe the
facultics of man are unfolded and petfetted
by the improvements made by fociety : con-
fequently the regulations eftablithed as cir-
cumftances required were very imperfec.

‘What
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What then is to hinder man, at cach epoch
of civilization, from making a ftand, and new
modelling the materials, that have been haftily
thrown into a rude mafs, which time alone
has confolidated and rendered venerable ?

When {ociety was firft fubjugated to laws,
probably by the ambition of fome, and the
defire of fafety in all, it was natural for men
to be felfith, becaufe they were ignorant how
intimately: their own comfort was conne&ed
with that of others; and it was alfo very
natural, that humanity, rather the effe@ of
fecling than of reafon, fhould have a very
limited range. DBut, when men once {ee,
clear as the light of hecaven,—~and I hail the
glorious day from afar !~—that on the general
happinefs depends their own, reafen will give
firength to the fluttering wings of paflion, and
men will “ do unto others, what they wifh they
Should: do unto them.”

What has hitherto been the political per-
feQion of the world? In the two moft
celebrated nations it has enly been a polith of
manners, an extenfion of that family love,
which is rather the efie& of {ympathy and
fellith paffions, than reafonable -humanity.
And in what has ended their {fo much extalled

patrioti{m ?
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patriotifm ? In vain glory and barbarity—
every page of hiltery proclaims. And why
has the enthufiafm for virtue thus paflfed away
like the dew of the morning, dazzling the
eyes of it's admirers 2 Why ?—becaufe it was
fa@titious virtue.

During the period they had to combat
againft oppreflion, and rear an infant flate,
what inftances of herqifm do not the annals
of Greece and Rome difplay! But it was
merely the blaze of paffion, ¢ live fmoke ;”
for after vanquifhing their enemies, and mak
ing the moft aftonifhing facrifices to the glory
of their country, they became civil tyrants,
and preyed on the very fociety, for whofe
welfare it was eafier to die, than to pradtife
the {ober duties of life, which infinuate
through it the contentment that is rather felt
than feen. Like the parents who forget all
the diGtates of juftice and humanity, to ag-
grandize the very children whom they keep
in a flate of dependence, thefe heroes loved
their country, becaufe it was their country,
ever fhowing by their condud, that it was
only a part of a narrow love of themfelves.

It is time, that a more enlightened moral
love of mankind fhould fupplant, or rather

{fupport
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fupport phyfical affetions. It is time, that
the youth approaching manhood fhould be
led by principles, and not hurried along by
fenfations~—and then we may expe&, thatthe
heroes of the prefent generation, flill having
their monfters to cope with, will labour to
eftablifh fuch rational laws throughout the
world, that men will not reft in the dead
letter, or become artificial beings as they
become civilized,

We muft get entirely clear of all the notions
drawn from the wild traditions of original fin:
the eating of the apple, the theft of Prometheus,
the opening of Pandora’s box, and the other
fables, too tedious to ecnumerate, on which
pricfts have ereted their tremendous firu&ures
of impofition, to perfuade us, that we are
naturally inclined to evil: we fhall then leave
room for the expanfion of the human heart,
and, I truft, find, that men will infenfibly ren-
der each other happier as they grow wifer. It
is indeed the neceflity of ftifling many of it’s
moft {pontaneous defires, to obtain the facti-
tious virtues of fociety, that makes man vicious,
by depriving him of that dignity of character,
which relts only on truth. For itis not
paradoxical to affert, that the focial virtues

C axe
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are nipt in the bud by the very laws of fo-
ciety. One principal of a&tion is fufficient—
Refpe&t thyfelf—whether it be termed fear
of God—religion ; love of juftice—morality ;
or, felf-love—the defire of happinefs. Yet,
how can a man refpe&t himfelf; and if not,
how believe in the exiftence of virtue; when
he is pra&ifing the daily fhifts, which do not
come under the cognifance of the law, in or-
der to obtain a refpe@able fituation in life?
It feems, in fad, to be the bufinefs of a civilized
inan, to harden his heart, that on it he may
fharpen the wit ; which, affuming the appella-
tion of fagacity, or cunning, in different cha-
racters, is only a proof, that the head is clear,
becaufe the heart is cold.

Befides, one great caufe of mifery in the
prefent - imperfet ftate of fociety is, that the.
imagination, continually tantalized, becomes
the inflated wen of the mind, draining off the
nourifhment from the vital parts. Nor would
it, I think, be ftretching the inference too
far, to infift, that men become vicious ‘in the
fame proportion as they are obliged, by the
defetts of fociety, to fubmit to a kind of felf~
denial, which ignorance, not .morals, pre-
fcribes,

But
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But thefe evils are paffing away; a new
{pirit has gone forth, to organife the body-
politic ; and where is the criterion to be found,
to eftimate the means, by which the influence
of this fpirit can be confined, now enthroned
in the hearts of half the inhabitants of the
globe? Reafon has, atlaft,thown her captivating
face, beaming with benevolence ; and it will
be impoflible for the dark hand of defpotifm
again to obfcure it’s radiance, or the lurking
dagger of {ubordinate tyrants to reach her
bofom. The image of God implanted in our
nature is now more rapidly expanding; and,
as it opens, liberty with maternal wing feems
to be foaring to regions far above vulgar
annoyance, promifing to fhelter all mankind.

It is a vulgar errour, built on a fuperficial
view of the fubjeé, though it feems to have
the {fan&ion of experience, that civilization
can only go as far as it has hitherto gone, and
then muft neceffarily fall back into barbarifm.
Yet thus much appears certain, that a flate will
infallibly grow old and feeble, if hereditary
riches fupport hereditary rank, under any
defcription.  But when courts and primogeni-
ture are done away, and fimple equal laws are
eftablifhed, what is to prevent each generation

C 2 from



{20 )
from retaining the vigour of youth #~\What
can weaken the body or mind, when the great
majority of fociety muft exercife both, to earn
a fubfiftence, and acquire refpetability ?

The french revolution is a ftrong proof
how far things will govern men, when fimple
principles begin to a& with one powerful
fpring againft the complicated wheels of igno-
rance ; numerous in proportion to their weak-
nefs, and conftantly wanting repair, becaufe
expedients of the moment arc ever the
fpawn of cowardly folly, or the narrow cal-
culations of felfifhnefs. To elucidate this
truth, it is not neceflary to rake among the
athes of barbarous ambition; to fhow the
ignorance and confequent folly of the mo-
narchs, who ruled with a rod of iron, when
the hordes of curopean favages began to form
their governments; though the review of this
portion of hiftory would clearly prove, that
narrownefs of mind naturally produces feroci-
oufnefs of temper.

We may boaft of the poetry of thofe ages,
and. of thofe charming flights ¢f imagination,
which, during the paroxyfms of paflion, flafh
out in thofe fingle a&s of heroic virtue, that
throw a luflre over a whole thoughdlefs life ;

4 but
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but the cultivation of the underftanding, in
fpite.” of thefe northern lights, appears to be
the only way to tame men, whofe reftleffnefs
of fpirit creates the . vicious paffions, that lead
to tyranny: and crueltyc  When the body is
ftrong, and the blood warm, -men do not like,
to think, oradopt any plan of condud, unlefs
broken-in by degrees: the force that has often,
fpent . itfelf in fatal. ativity becomes 3 rich
fource of energy of mind.

Men exclaim, only noticing the evil, againft
the luxury introduced’ with the arts and
{ciences ; when it is obvlouﬂy the cultivation
of thefe alonc, emphatically termed the arts of
peace, that.can’turn:-the {word into a plough-
fthare. 'War ‘is "the adventure naturally pur-
fued by the idle, and it requires {omething of
this fpecies, to excite the ftrong emotions
neteflary to roufe: inactive minds. Ignorant
people, when they appear to refle@, exercife
their. imiagination more than their underftand-
ing; indulging -reyeries, inftead of purfuing
a train of thinking'; and thus grow romantic,
like the croifaders; or like women, who are
commonly idle and reftlefs

If we turn then with difguft from enfan-
guined regal pomp, and the childith raree-

C 2 {hows
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fhows that amufe the enflaved multitude, we
thall feel ftill more contempt for. the order of
men, wlio cultivated their faculties, only to en-
able them to confolidate their power, by leading
the ignorant aftray ; making the learning they
concentrated in their cells, a more polithed
inftrument of oppreflion, Struggling with {o
many impediments, the progrefs of ufeful
knowledge for feveral ages was fcarcely per-
ceptible ; though refpeét for the public opinion,
that great foftner of manners, and only fubfti-
tute for moral principles, was gaining ground,
The croifades, however, gave a fhake to
fociety, that changed it’s face ; and the fpirit
of chivalry, affuming a new character during
the reign of the gallant Francis the firft, began
to meliorate the ferocity of. the ancient
gauls and franks. The pomt d honneur being
fettled, the charaéter of a gemtlepan, held
ever finge fo dear in France, was gradually
formed; and this kind of baftard morality,
frequently the only fubftitute for all the ties
that nature has rendered facred, kept thofe
men within bounds, who obeyed no other
law.
The fame fpirit mixed with the fanguinary
treachery of the Guifes, and gave fupport to
the
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the manly dignity of Henry the fourth, on
whom nature had beftowed that warmth of
conftitution, tendernefs of heart, and retitude
of underftanding, which naturally produce an
energetic chara&er—A fupple force, that,
exciting love, commands efteem.

During the miniftry of Richelien, when
the dynafty of favouritifm commenced, the
arts were patronized, and the italian mode of
governing by intrigue tended to weaken
bodies, polifhed by the frition of continual
finefle, Diffimulation imperceptibly flides into
falthood, and Mazarin, diffimulation perfoni»
fied, paved the way for the impofing pomp
and falfe grandeur of the reign of the haughty
and inflated Louis 14th ; which, by introduc-
ing a tafte for mgjeftic frivolity, accelerated
the perfeCtion of that [pecies of civilization,
which confifts in the refining of the fenfes at
the expence of the heart; the fource of all
real dignity, honour, virtue, and every noble
quality of the mind. Endeavouring to make
bigotry tolerate voluptuoufnefs, and honour
and licentioufnefs fhake hands, fight was loft
of the line of diftin&ion, or vice was hid under
the mafk of it's correlative virtue. The glory
of France, a bubble raifed by the heated breath

Cs of
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of the king, was the pretext for undermining
happinefs ; whilft politenefs took place of
humanity, and created that fort of dcpen-
dance, which leads men to barter their corn
and wine, for unwholefome mixtures of they
know not what, that, flattering a depraved
appetite, deftroy the tone of the ftomach.

The feudal tafte for tournaments and mar-
tial feafts was now naturally fucceeded by a
fondnefs for theatrical entertainments; when
feats of valour became too great an exertion
of the weakened mufcles to afford pleafure,
and men found that refource in cultivation of
mind, which renders a&ivity of body lefs
neceflary to keep the ftream of life from ftag-
hating.

All the pieces written at this period, ex-
cept Moliere’s, refletted the manners of the
court, and thus perverted the forming tafte,
That extraordinary man alone wrote on the
grand feale of human paffions, for mankind
at large, leaving to inferiour authors the tafk
of imitating the drapery of manners, which
points out the coffume of the age.

Corneille, like our Dryden, often tottering
on the brink of abfurdity and nonfenfe, full
of noble ideas, which, crouding indiftinély

on
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on his faney, he exprefles oblcurely, ftill dee
lights his readers by fketching faint outlines
of gigantic paflions; and, whilft the charmed
imagination is lured to follow him over en.
chanted ground, the heart is fometimes un~
cxpeltedly touched by a fublime or pathetic
{entiment, true to nature.

Racine, foon after, in elegant harmonious
language painted the manners of his time,
and with great judgement gave a piturefque
caft to many unnatural {cenes and fa&itious
fentiments : always endeavouring to make his
charalters amiable, he is unable to render
them dignified ; and the refined morality,
feattered throughout, belongs to the code of
politenefs rather than to that of virtue*. Fear-
ing to ftray from courtly propriety of beha-
viour, and fhock a faftidious audience, the
gallantry of his heroes interefts only the
gallant, and literary people, whofe minds are
open to different {pecies of amufement. He
was, in fac, the father of the french ftage.
Nothing can equal the fondnefs which the

french

# What elfe could be expe&ted from the courtier, who
could write in thefe terms to madame de Maintenon: God

bas been fo gracious 10 me, madam, that, m whatever company I

Sind myfelfy 1 wever bave occafion to il for the gojpel or iy
king,
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french fuck in with their milk for public
places, particularly the theatre ; and this tafte,
giving the tone to their conduct, has pro-
duced fo many ftage tricks on the grand
theatre of the nation, where old principles
vamped up with new fcenes and decorations,
are continually reprefented.

Their national charater is, perhaps, more
formed by their theatrical amufements, than
is generally imagined ; they are in reality the
fchools of vanity. And, after this kind of
cducation, is it furprifing, that almoft every
thing is faid and done for ftage effect? or
that cold declamatory extafies Dblaze forth,
only to mock the expeftation with a thow of
warmth 2

Thus fentiments fpouted from the lips
come oftner from the head than the heart,
Indeed natural fentiments are only the cha-
raters given by the imagination to recolletted
fenfations ; but the french, by the continual
gratification of their fenfes, ftifle the reveries
of their imagination, which always requires
to be ated upon by outward objeéts; and
feldom refle@ing on their feelings, their {fen-
fations are cver lively and tranfitory ; exhaled

by
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by cvery pafling beam, and diffipated Ly the
flighteft ftorm,

If a relith for the broad mirth of fun
chara&terize the lower clafs of englifh,
the french of every denomination are
cqually delighted with a phofphorical, fen-
timental gilding. This is conftantly ob-
{ervable at the theatres, The paflions are de-
prived of all their radical firength, to give
fmoothnefs to the ranting fentiments, which,
with mock dignity, like the party-coloured
rags on the fhrivelled branches of the tree of
liberty, ftuck up in every village, are dif-
played as fomething very grand and figni-
ficant,

The wars of Louis were, likewife, theatrical
exhibitions; and the bufinefs of his life was
adjufting ceremonials, of which he himfelf
became the dupe, when his grandeur was in
the wane, and his animal fpirits were fpent ¥,
But, towards the clofe cven of his reign, the
writings of Fenelon, and the converfation of
his pupil, the duke of Burgundy, gave rife
to different political difcuflions, of which the

theoretical

* For example, the reception of a portugueic adventurer,
under the charafler of a perfian ambaffador. A farce made
by the court to rouze the blunted fenfes of the king.
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theoretical bafis was the happinefs of the peo~
ple—till death, fpreading a huge pall over the
family and glory of Louis, compaflion draws
his faults under the fame awful canopy, and
we fympathize with the man in adverfity,
whofe profperity was peftiferous.

Louis, by impofing on the fenfes of his
people, gave a new turn to the chivalrous
humour of the age: for, with the true fpirit
of quixotifm, the french made a point of
honour of adoring their king ; and the glary
of the grand monarque became the national
pride, even when it coft them moft dear.

As a proof of the perverfion of mind at
that period, and the falfe political opinions
which prevailed, making the unhappy king
the flave of his own defpotifm, it is {fufficient
to fele&t one anecdote.

A courtier afflures us,* that the moft
humiliating circumftance that ever happened
to the king, and one of thofe which gave him
moft pain, was the publication of a memorial
circulated with great diligence by his enemies
throughout France. In this memorial the
allies invited the fiench to demand the af-
fembling of their ancient flates-general, They

‘ tell

* Memoires du marechal de Richelicu.
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tell them, ¢ that the ambition and pride of
 the king were the only caufes of the wars
¢« during his reign ; and that, to fecure them-
¢ {clves a lafting peace, it was incumbent on
“ them not to lay down their arms till the
“ ftates-general were convoked.”

It almoft furpaffes belief to add, that, in
fpite of the imprifonment, exile, flight, or
execution of two millions of french, this me-
morial produced little effe@. But the king,
who was feverely hurt, took care to have a
reply written *; though he might have com-
forted himfelf with the recolleGion, that,
when they were laft aflembled, Louis XIII
difmiffed them with empty promifes, for-
gotten as foon as made.

The cnthufiafin of the french, which, in
general, ‘hurries them from one cxtreme to
another, at this time produced a total change
of manners.

During the regency, vice was not only bare-
faced, but audacious ; and the tide completely
turned : the hypoctites were now all ranged

on

* In this reply will be found many of the reafons, that
have been lately repented ; and fome (a proof of the progrefs
of reafon), which ro one had the audacity to repeat, when
flanding up in defence of privileges,
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on the other fide, the courtiers, labouring to
thow their abhorrence of religious hypocrify,
fet decency at defiance, and did violence to
the modefty of nature, when they withed to
outrage the fqueamifh puerilities of fuper-
ftition.

In the charatter of the regent we may
trace all the vices and graces of falfe refine-
ment ; forming the tafte by deftroying the
heart. Devoted to pleafure, he {o foon ex-
haufted the intoxicating cup of all it’s fweets,
that his life was fpent in fearching amongft
the dregs, for the novelty tliat could give a
galp of life to enjoyment. The wit, which
at firft was the zeft of hils noGurnal orgies,
foon gave place, as flat, to the groffeft.ex«
cefles, in which the principal variety was
flagitious immorality. And what has he
done to refcue his name from obloquy, but
protect a few debauched artifts and men of
letters ? His goodnefs of heart only appeared
in fympathy. He pitied the diftrefles of the
people, when before his eyes ; and as quickly
forgot thefe yearnings of heart in his fenfual
ftye.

He often related, with great pleafure, an
anecdote of the prior de Vendéme, who

2 chanced
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chanced to pleafe a miftrefs of Charles F,
and the king could only get rid of his rival by
requefting Louis XIV to recall him.

At thofe moments he would beftow the
warmeft praifes on the englifh conftitution;
and feemed enamoured of liberty, though au-
thorifing at the time the moft flagrant viclations
of property, and defpotic arts of cruelty. The
only good he did his country ¥ arofe from
this frivolous circumftance ; for introducing
the fathion of admiring the englith, he led.
men to read and tranflate fome of their maf~
culine writers, which greatly contributed to
roufe the fleeping manhood of the french.
His love of the fine arts, however, has led
different authors to ftrew flowers over his un-
hallowed duft—{it emblem of the brilliant
qualities, that ornamented only the foil on
which they grew.

The latter part of the reign of Louis XV
is notorious for the fame atrocious debauche-
ries, unvarnithed by wit, over which modefty

would

*® Itis well known, that for a long tims he withed to con-
voke the fates-general; and it was not without difficulty,
that Dubois made him abandon this defign. During the year
1789, a curious memorial has been reprinted, which he wrote
on this occafion ; and it is, like the author, a model of im-
pudence,
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would fain draw a veil, were it not neceffary
to give the laft touches to the portrait of that
vile defpotifm, under the lath of which
twenty-five millions of people groaned ; till,
umable to endure the increafing weight of
oppreflion, they rofe like a vaft elephant,
terrible in his anger, treading down with
blind fury friends as well as foes.

Impotence of body, and indolence of mind,
rendered Louis XV the flave of his miftreffes,
who fought to forget his naufeous embraces
in the arms of knaves, who found their ac-
count in carefling them. Every corner of
the kingdom was ranfacked to fatiate thefe
cormorants, who wrung the very bowels of
induftry, to give a new edge to fickly appe-
tites ; corrupting the morals whilft breaking
the fpirit of the nation.

CHAP IL
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CHAPTER IL

MARIE-ANTOINETTE. LOUIS XVI. ADMINISTRATION OF
NLCKER, AND OF CALONNE, NOTABLES CONVENED. CA-
LONNE DISGRACED,~~AND OBLIGCED TO FLEE THE
KINCDOM. HIS5 CHARACTER. CAUSES OF THE EN-
SLAVED STATE OF EUROPE.

During this general depravation of man-
ners, the young and beautiful daupbine arriv-
ed ; and was received with a kind of idola-
trous adoration, only to be feen in France;
for the inhabitants of the metropolis, literally
[peaking, could think and talk of nothing
clfe; and in their eagernels to pay homage,
or gratify affeGionate curiofity, an immenfe
number were killed.

In fuch a voluptuous atmofphere, how
could fhe efcape contagion? The profligacy
of Louis XIV, when love and war were his
amufements,. was fobernefs, compared with
the capricious intemperance of the inebriated
imagination at this period. Madame du Barry
was then in the zenith of her power, which
quickly excited the jealoufv of this princefs,
whofe ftrongeft paffion was that intolerable
family pride, which hecated the blood of the

D whole
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whole houfe of Auftria. An inclination for
court intrigue, under the matk of the moft
profound diflimulation, to preferve the favour
of Louis XV, was inftantly called into ation;
and it foon became the only bufinefs of her
life, either to gratify refentment, or cheat the
fatiety, which the continual and unreftrained
indulgence of pleafure produced.

Her chara&er thus formed, when fhe be-
came abfolute miftrefs, the court of the paf~
five Louis, not only the moft diffolute and
abandoned that ever difplayed the folly of
royalty, but audacioufly negligent with re-
fpect to that attention to decency, which is
neceflary to delude the vulgar, was deferted
by all perfons, who had any regard for their
moral character, or the de¢orum of appear-
ances, Conftrained by the esiguerte, which
made the prineipal part of the impofing gran-
deur of Louis XIV, the queen wifhed to
throw afide the cumberfome brocade of cere-
mony, without having difcernment enough
to perceive, that it was neceflary to lend
mock dignity to a court, where there was not
fufficient virtue, or native beauty, to give in-
tereft or refpeability to fimplicity. The har-
lot is feldom fuch a fool as to neglect her

meretricious
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meretricious ornaments, uniefs fhe renounces
her trade; and the pageantry of courts is the
fame thing on a larger {cale. The lively pre-
dileQion, likewife, of the queen for her na-
tive country, and love for her brother Jofeph,
to whom fhe repeatedly {ent confiderable
fums, purloined from the public, tended
greatly to infpire the moft ineffuble contempt
for royalty, now fiript of the frippery which
had concealed it's deformity : and the fove-
reign difguft excited by her ruinous vices,
completely deftroying all reverence for that
majefty, to which power alone lent dignity,
contempt {oon produced hatred.

The infamous tranfaction of the necklace,
in which fhe was probably the dupe of the
knaves fhe foftered, exafperated alfo both the
nobility and the clergy ; and, with her mef-
falinian feafts at T77anon, made her the com-
mon mark of ridicule and fatire.

The attention of the people once roufed
was not permitted to fleep ; for frefh circum-
ftances daily occurred, to give a new fpring
to difcuffions, that the moft iniquitous and
heavy taxes brought home to cvery bofom ;
till the extravagance of the royal family be-

D2 came
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came the general fubjeét of {harpening execra~
tions.

The king, who had not fufficient refolu-
tion to fupport the adminiftration of Turgot,
whom his difpofition for moderation had
chofen, being at a lofs what meafures to
take, called to the helm the plaufible Necker,
He, only half comprehending the plans of his
able predeceflor, was led by his vanity cauti-
oufly to adopt them ; firft publithing his
Comte-rendu, to clear the way to popularity.
This work was read with aftonifhing rapidity
by all ranks of men; and alarming the cour-
tiers, Necker was, in his turn, difmiffed. He
retired to write his obfervations on the admi-
niftration of the finances, which kept alive the
fpirit of inquiry, that afterwards broke the
talifman of courts, and fhowed the difenchanted
multitude, that thofe, whom they had been
taught to refpeét as fupernatural beings, were
not indced men—but monfters ; deprived by
their ftation of humanity, and even {ym-
pathy.

Several abortive attempts were then made
by two fucceeding minifters, to keep alive
public credit, and find refources to fupply the
expenditure of the ftate, and the diffipation of

the
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the court, when the king was perfuaded to
place the fpecious Calonne at the head of
thefe embarraffed affairs.

During the prodigal adminiftration of this
man, who aéted with an audacity peculiar to
the arrogance common in men of fuperficial
yet brilliant talents, every confideration was
facrificed to the court ; the fplendid folly and
wanton prodigality of which eclipfing all that
has been related in hiftory, or told in romance,
to amufe wondering fools, only ferved to ac-
celerate the defiru@ion of public credit, and
haften the revolution, by exciting the clamour-
ous indignation of the people, Numberlefs
deftru@tive expedients of the moment brought
money into the ftate cofters, only to be diffi-
pated by the royal family, and it’s train of
parafites ; till all failing, the with of fiill fup-
porting himfelf in a fituation fo defirable as
that of ‘comptroller general of the finances, de-
termined him to convene an affembly of
notables : whofe very appellation points them
out as men in the ariftocratical intereft.

Louis XVI, with a confiderable portion of
common fenfe, and a defire to promote ufeful
reformation, though always governed by thofe
around him, gave without hefitation the necef-

Dj fary
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fary orders for calling together the affembly,
that afforded the wearied nation the moft
pleafing profpect, hecaufe it was a new one;
but conveyed to their aftonithed minds at the
fame time the knowledge of the enormity of
a dyficit, which a feries of vice and folly had
augmented beyond all precedent.

The immoralities of Calonne, however, had
created a general diftruft of all his defigns;
but with an overweening prefumption, the
charaCeriftic of the man, he ftill thought, that
he could dexteroufly obtain the f{upplies
wanted to keep the wheels of gavernment in
motion, and quiet the clamours of the nation,
by propofing the equalization of taxes; which,
humbling the nobility and dignified clergy,
who were thus to be brought down from their
privileged height, to the level of citizens,
could not fail to be grateful to the reft of the
nation. And the parliaments, he concluded,
would not dare to oppofe his fyftem, left they
thould draw on themfelyes the diftruft and
hatred of the public,

Without canvafling Calonne’s intentions,
which the moft enlarged charity, after his
former extravagance, can fcarcely fuppofe to
have been the intereft of the people, moderate

men
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men imagined this proje(t might have been
producive of much good ; giving the french
all the liberty they were able to digeft; and,
warding off the tumults that have {ince pro-
duced fo many difaftrous events, whilit coolly
preparing them for the reccption of more, the
effervefcence of vanity and ignorance would
not have rendered their heads giddy, or their
hearts favage. Yet fome fenfible obfervers,
on the contrary, rather adopted the opinion,
that as the people had difcovered the mag-
pitude of the deficit, they were now perfuaded,
that a fpecific remedy was wanting, a new
confiitytion; to curc the evils, which were
the excrefcences of a gigantic tyranny, that
appeared to be draining away the vital juices
of lubour, to fill the infatiable jaws of thou-
fands of fawning flaves and idle {ycophants,
But though the people might, for the prefent,
have been fatisfied with this falutary reform,
which would gradually have had an cffet,
reafoning from analogy, that the financier did
not take into his account, the nobility were not
fufficiently enlightened to liften to the dictates
of juftice or prudence. It had been, indeed,
the fyftem of minifters, ever fince Richelieu,
to humble the nobles, to increafe the power

Dy of
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of the court; and as the miniftry, the gene-
rals, and the bithops, were always noble,
they aided to fupport the favourite, who
depreffed the whole body, only for the chance
of individual preferment. But this bare-faced
attempt to abolith their privileges raifed a neft
of hornets about his ears, eager to fecure the
plunder on which they lived; for by what
other name can we call the penfions, places and
even eftates of thofe who; taxing induftry,
rioted in idlenefs duty free *?

* Since the conftituent aflembly equalized the jmpoft,
Culonne has boafted, that he propofed a mode of levying
cqual taxes; but that the nobility would not liflen to any
fuch motion, tenacioufly maintaining their privileges. This
blind obitinacy of oppofing all reform, that touched their
excmptions, may be rcckoned among the foremoft caufes,
which, in hurrying the removal of old abufes, tended to in-
troduce violence and diforder.—And if it be kept in remem.
brange, that aconduét equally illiberal and difingenuous warped
all their political fentiments, it muft be clear, that the peo-
ple, from whom they confidered themfelves as feparated by
immutable laws, had cogent grounds to conclude, that
it wonld be next to impoffible to effe® a reform of the
greater part of thofe perplexing exemptions and arbitrary
cuftoms, the weight of which made the peculiar urgency, and
called with the moft forcible energy for the revolution,
Surely all the folly of the people taken together was lefs repre-
henfible, than this total want of difcernment, this adherence to
3 prejudice, the jaundiced perception of contumelious igno.

An
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An approaching national bankruptcy was
the oftenfible reafon affigned for the convening
of the notables in 1787 ; but the convocation,
in trath, ought to be afcribed to the voice of
rcafon, founded through the organ of twenty-
five millions of human beings, who, though
under the fetters of a deteftable tyranny, felt,
that the crifis was at hand, when the rights
of man, and his dignity afcertained were to be
enthroned on the eternal bafis of juftice and
humanity.

The notables, once aflembled, being fenfible
that their conduét would be infpected by an
awakened public, now on the watch, fcrupu-
loufly examined into every national concern;
and ferioufly inveftigated the caufes, that had
produced the deficit, with {fomething like the
independent fpirit of freemen. To their in-
quiries, however, the minifter gave only the

rance, in a clafs of men, who from the opportunity they had
of acquiring knowledge, ought to have atted with more
judgment. For they were goaded into a&ion by inhuman
provocations, by alts of the moft flagrant injuftice, when they
had neither rule nor experience to dire@® them, and after
their temperance had been deftroyed by years of fufferings,
and an endlefs catalogue of reiterated and contemptuous
privatlons.

evafive
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evafive reply, ¢that he had aGed in obediehce
to the pleafure of the king: when it was
notorious to all Europe, that his majefty was
merely a cypher at Verfailles; and even the
accufation brought againft Calonne, by La
Fayette, of exchanging the national domains,
and appropriating millions of it’s revénue to
gratify the queen, the count d’Artois, and the
reft of the cabal, who kept him in place, was
generally believed. In fa&, the ftate had
been fleeced, to fupport the unremitting de-
mands of the queen; who would have dif-
membered France, to aggrandize Auftria, and
pamper her favourites,  Thus the court con-
niving at peculation, the minifter played a
fure game; whillt the honeft labourer was
groaning under a thoufand abufes, and yield-
ing the folace of his induftry, or the hoards,
which youthful ftrength had referved for
times of fcarcity or decrepit age, to irritate
the inereafing wants of a thoughtlefs, treach-
crous princefs, and the avarice of her unprin-
cipled agents.

This artful, though weak, machiavelian
politician fuffered no other perfon to approach
the king; who, feduced into confidence by

Eis colloquial powers, could not avoid being
dazzled



( 43 )
dazzled by his plaufible fchemes, Ile had,

neverthelefs, a powerful enemy to contend
with, in M. de Breteuil ; who, having eratified
fome of the little paflions of the dauphine,
during her firlt ftruggles for dominion, was
now proteted by the abfolute power of the
quecen. Lndeavouring to meafure his firength
with her’s, the minifter was difcomfited;
and the whole fwarm of flatterers, who had
partaken of the fpoil of rapine, were in-
ftantly alert to open the cyes of Louis, over
which they had long been {cattering poppies,
and foon convinced him of the perfidy of his
favourite ; whillt the two privileged orders
joined their forces, to overwhelm their com-
mon enemy, attending to their vengeance at
the very time they followed the diftates of
prudence.

The accufations of La Fayette ferved, per-
haps, as the oftenfible reafon with the pub-
lic, and even with the king ; yet it can bardly
be fuppofed, that they had any effe on the
cabal, whoinvented, or connived at the plans
neceflary to raife a continual fupply for their
pleafures, The fa@ is, that, moft probably
being found unequal to the tafk, or no longer
choofing to be a docile inflrument of mifchief,
he was thrown alide as unfit for ufe.

Dif-
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Difgraced, he quickly retired to his eftate ;
but was not long permitted to ftruggle with
the malady of exiled minifters, in the gloomy
filence of inactivity ; for, hearing that he had
been denounced by the parliament, he fled in
a tranfport of rage out of the kingdom, covered
with the execrations of an injured people, in
whofe hatred, or admiration, the mellowed
thades of refle¢tion are feldom feen.

The extravagance of his adminiftration ex-
cecded that of any other feourge of France;
yet it does not appear, that he was afluated
by a plan, or even defire, of enriching him-
felf. So far from it, with wild prodigality
he feems to have fquandered away the vaft
fums he extorted by force or fraud, merely to
gratify or purchafe friends and dependents;
till, quite exhaufted, he was obliged .to have
rccourfe to Necker’s fcheme of loans, But
not pofiefling like him the confidence of the
public, he could not with equal facility obtain
a prefent fupply, the weight of which would
be thrown forward to become a ftumbling~
block to his fucceffors. Necker, by the ad- .
vantageous terms which he held out to money-
holders, had introduced a pernicious fyftem
of ftock-jobbing, that was flowly detetted,

becaufe
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becaufe thofe who could beft have opened the
cyes of the people were interefted. 1o keep
them clofed.—Still Calonne could not induce
the fame body of men to truft to his offers;
which, not choofing to accept, they made a
point of difcrediting, to fecure the intereft and
exorbitant premiums that were daily becom-
ing due.

‘With an uncommon quicknefs of compre-
henfion, and audacity in purfuing crude
fchemes, rendered plaufible by a rhetorical flow
of words, Calonne, a firong reprefentative of
the national chara&er, feems rather to have
wanted principles than feelings of humanity ;
and to have been led aftray more by vanity
and the love of pleafure, which imperceptibly
{mooth away moral reftraints, than by thofe
deep plans of guilt, that force men to fee the
extent ,of the mifchief they are hatching,
whilft the crocodile is ftill in the egg,  Yet,
as mankind ever judge by events, the incon-
fiderate prefumption, if not the turpitude of
his condu&, brought on him univerfal cen-
fure : for, at a crifis when the general groans
of an opprefled nation proclaimed the difeafe
of the ftate, and even when the government
was on the verge of diffolution, did he not

2 wafte
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wafte the treafures of his country, forgetful
not only of moral obligations, but ‘the ties of
honour, of that regard fer the tacit confi-
dence of it’s citizens, which a ftatefman ought
to hold facred? fince which he has been
carefled at-almoft .every court in Europe, and
made one of the principal agents of defpotifm
in the croifades againft the infant liberty of
France.

Refleéting on-the condu& of the tools of
courts, we are enabled in a great.meafure to
account. for the flavery of Europe ; and to dif+
cover, that it’s mifery has not arifen more from
the imperfetionof civilization, than from the
fullacy of thofe political fyftems, which necef~
farily made the favourite of the day-a knavifh
‘tyrant, eager to amafs riches {ufficient to fave
himf{elf from oblivion, when the honours, fu
hardly wreftled for, thould be torn from his
brow. Befides, whilft minifters have found
impunity in the omnipotence, which the feal
of power gave them, and in the covert fear of
thofe who hoped one day to enjoy the fame
emoluments, they have been led by the pre-
valence of depraved manners, to the commif~
fion of every atrocious folly. Kings have
been the dupes of minifters, of miftrefles,

3 and
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and fecretaries, not to notice fly valets and
cunning waiting-maids, who are feldom idle;
and thefe are moft venal, becaufe they have
lealt indcpendence of charater to {upport
till in the circle of corruption no one can
point out the firk mover. Hence proceeds
the great tenacity of courts to fupport them;
hence originates their great obje@tion to re-
publican fox:ms of government, which oblige
their minifters to be accoyntable for delin-
quency ; and hence, likewife, might be traced

their agonizing fears of the do&rine of civil
equality.

CIIAPD. IIT.
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CHAPTER IIL

ADMINISTRATION OF DE'BRIENNZ. DISSOLUTION OF THE
NOTABLES. LAND TAXAND STAMPDUTY RECOMMENDED
BY THEM, BUT REFUSED TO BE SANCTIONED BY THE
PARLIAMENT., BED OF JUSTICE. THE PARLIAMENT
BANISHED TO TROYES,~BUT SOON COMPROMISED FOR
¥T’S RECALL. STRUGGLES OF THE COURT PARTY TO
PREVENT THE CONVOCATION OF THE STATES-GENERAL.
BANISHMENT OF THE DUKE OF ORLEANS, AND TWO
SPIRITED MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT. COUR PLE-
NIERE. REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTS., IMPRISON-
MENT OF THE MEMBERS. DEPUTIES OF THE PROVINCE
OF BRITANNY SENT TO THE BASTILLE. THE SOLDIERY
LtT LOOSE UPON THE PEOPLE.

ArTEeR the difinifion of Calonne, M. de
Brienne, a man whofe talents Turgot had over-
rated, wasnow chofen by the queen, becaufe
he had formerly feconded her views, and was
ftill the obfequious flave of that power, which
he had long been courting, to obtain the fo
much envied place of minifter. Having taken
more pains to gain the poft than to prepare
himfelf to fulfil it’s fun&ions, his weak and
timid mind was in a continual tumult ; and he
adopted with head-long confufion the taxes
propofcd by his predeceflor ; becaufe money

muft be had, and he knew not where to turn
to
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to procure it by an unhacknied mode of extor-
tion.

The notables were now diffolved 5 and it
would have been a natural confequence of
the difiniflion of the minifter who affembled
them, even if their {pirited inquiries had not
rendered their prefence vexatious to the court.
This, however, was an impolitic meafure ;
for they returned highly difgufted to their
refpective abodes, to propagate the free opi-
nions, to which refentment and argumenta-
tion had given birth.

Before the breaking up of the motables,
they were neverthelefs prevailed upon to re-
commend 4 land and ftamp tax; and the
edi@s were fent to the parliament to be en-
regiftcred.  But thefe magiftrates, never for-
getting that they enjoyed, in virtue of their
office, the privileged exemption from taxes,
to elude fan&ioning the firft, which was to
have been an equal impoft, took advantage
of the public odioufnefs of the fecond; thus
avoiding, with a fhow of patriotifm, an
avowed oppolition to the intereft of the peo-
ple, that wotld clearly have proved, how

much dearer they held their own.
E The
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The gaudy and meretricious pageantry of
the court was now difplayed, to intimidate
the parliament, at what was termed a bed of
jultice, though in reality of all juftice a
folemn mockery; and, whilft pretending to
confult them, the edicts were enregiftered by
a mandate of ftate, The parliament, in the
mean time, making a merit of neceflity, de-
clared, that the right of fanétioning the im-
poft belonged only to the ftates-general, the
convocation of which they demanded. Pro-
voked by their flurdy oppofition, the court
banithed them to Troyes; and they compro-
mifed for their recall by enregiftering the
prolongation of the deuxieme wingtieme, a
cowardly defertion of their former ground,

A century before (a proof of the progrefs
of reafon) the people, digefting their difap~
pointment, would have fubmitted, with brutal
acquiefcence, to the majeftic wirr of the
king, without daring to fcan it’s import ; but
now, recognizing their ‘own dignity, they
infifted, that all authority, which did not
originate with them, was illegal and defpotic,
and loudly refounded the grand truth-—That
it was neccffary to convoke the ftates-ge-~
neral. The government, however, like a

3 dying
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dying wretch cut off by intemperance, whilft
the Juft of enjoyment ftill remaining prompts
him to exhautft his ftrength by ftruggling with
death, fought fome time longer inaufpicioufly
for exiftence, depending on the fuccour of
the court empirics, who vainly flattered them-
felves, that they could prevent it’s diffolution.
From the moment, indeed, that Brienne fuc-
ceeded Calonne, all the machinery, which
the demon of defpotifm could invent, was
put in motion, to divert the current of opinion,
bearing on it’s fair bofom the new fentiments
of liberty with irrefiftible force, and over-
whelming, as it fwelled, the perithing monu-
ments of venerable folly, and the fragile bar-
riers of fuperftitious ignorance.

But fupplics were ftill wanting ; and the
court, being fruitful in ftratagems to procure
a loan, which was the neceflary lever of it’s
infidious defigns, coalefced with fome of the
members of the parliament, and the agree-
ment was to have been ratified in a séance
royale.  Yet, as the parliament had deter-
mined to be governed by a clear majority, the
fcheme of the kecper of the feals, who in-
tended to have the bufinefs hurried over with-

out telling the votes, was completely defeated.
E2 The
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The difcovery of this unfair attempt made the
irdignant magiltrates, glad to feize an occafion
to recover their popularity, maintain with
boldnefs their own charater, and the intereft
of the people. The duke of Orleans, alfo,
fomewhat tauntingly fuggefting to the king,
that this was only another bed of juftice, was
exiled, with two other members, who had
remonftrated with courage. Thefe magiftrates,
now become the obje&ts of public adoration,
were confidercd by the grateful public as their
only bulwark againft the attacks of the mini-
firy ; which continued to harrafs invention,
to contrive means to counteract a concurrence
of circumftances, that were driving before
them all oppofition.

The-court, for I confider the government, at
this period, completely at an end, continued to
ftumble out of one blunder into another, till at
Jaft they refted all their hopes on the popular
rcforms projected by Brienne, in conjunétion
with Lamoignon, 2 man with more ftrength of
charader, to cajole the people and crufh the
parliament. Scveral ftrokes, the feeble biows
of angry men, who wifhed ftill to retain the
ftolen fweets of office, were aimed at this

body, calculated to miflead the people, who

were
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were alfo promifed a reformed code of penal
Jaws. But the time when partial remedies.
would have been eagerly {wallowed was paft,
and the people faw diftinétly, that their will
would foon be law, and their power omnipo-
tent. But the minifter, Brienne, not aware
of this, to fteer clear of further oppofition,
propofed the plan of a cour plénere: an he-
terogeneous aflembly of princes, nobles, ma-
giflrates, and foldiers, A happy fubftitute,
as he imagined, for the parliament; and
which, by reftoring the ancient forms of the
kings of France, would awe and amufe the
people.  Hedid not confider, that their minds
were now full of othér obje@s, and their enthu-
fiafm turned into another channel.

This condu& proved more deftrutive to
the court than any former folly it’s advifers
- had committed. Imbecility now chara&terized
every meafure. The parliament however fell
into the fnare, and forfeited the efteem and
confidence of the people by oppofing fome
popular edi¢s; particularly one in favour
of the proteftants, which they themf{elves had
demanded ten years before, and to which they
now objected, only becaufe it came from
another quarter,  Yet the court, regardlefs of

Eg3 experience
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experience, endeavoured to reftore it's credit
by perfecution ; whilft, making all the clath~
ing movements that fear could ditate to mani-
feft it’s power and overawe the nation, it
united all parties, and drew the whole kingdom
to one point of action.

The defpotic and extravagant fteps taken,
to give cfficiency to the cour plénicre,awakened
the fenfibility of the moft torpid; and the
vigilance of twenty-five millions of centinels
was roufed, to watch the movements of the
court, and follow it's corrupt minifters,
through all the labyrinths of fophiftry and
tergiverfation, into the very dens of their
nefarious machinations. To prevent the dif-
ferent parliaments from deliberating, and
forming in confequence a 7lan of condu
together, the edit to fantion this packed
cabinet was to be pr:fented to them all on the
fame day; and a confiderable force was
affembled, to intimidate the members, who
fhould dare to prove refrattory. But, they
were forewarned in time, to avoid being fur-
prifed into acquiefcence : for, having received.
an intimation of the defign, a copy of the edict
had been purloined from the prefs, by means

of the univerfal engine of corruption, money.
Warmed
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Warmed by the difcovery of this furreptitious
attempt to cheat them into blind obedience,
they bound themfelves by an oath, to a& in
concert ; and not to cnregifter a decree, that
had been obtained through a medium, which
violated the privilege they had ufurped of
having a fhare in the legiflation, by rendering
their fanétion of edifts neceflary to give them
force: a privilege that belonged only to the
flates-general.  Still, as the government had
often found it convenient to make the par-
liaments a fubflitute for a power they dreaded
to {ee in action, thefe magiftrates fomctimes
availed themfelves of this weaknefs, to re-
snonftrate againft oppreflion ; and thus, cover-
ing ufurpation with a refpe@able veil, the
twelve parliaments were confidered by the
people as the only barriers to refilt the en-
croachments of defpotifm.  Yet the fagacious
chancellor L'Hopital, not deceived by their
accidental ufefulnefs, guarded the french
againft their illegal ambition: for was it not
a dangerous courtefy of the people, to allow
an ariftocracy of lawyers, who bought their
places, to be as it were the only reprefenta-
tives of the nation? Still their refiftance had
frequently been animpediment in the way of
tyranny, and now provoked a difcuffion,

E 4 which
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which led tc the moft important of all quef
tions—namely, in whofe hands ought the fove~
reignty to reft>~—~who ought to levy the
impoft, and make laws ?—and the anfwer was
the univerfal demand of a fair reprefentation,
to meet at ftated periods, withour depending
on the caprice of the executive power. Una-
ble to effect their purpofe by art or force, the
weak miniftry, ftung by the difappointment,
determined at leaft to wreak their vengeance
on two of the boldeft of the members. But
the united magiftrates difputing the authority
of the armed force, it was neceflary to fend to
Verfailles, to make the king fign an exprefs
order; and towards five o’clock the next
morning the fan@uary of juftice was profaned,
and the two members dragged to prifon, in
eontempt of the vifible indignation of the
people. Soon after, to fill up the meafure of
provocations, a deputation fent by the pro-
vince of Brittany, to remonftrate againft the
eftablithment of the cour plénere, were con-
demned to filence in the Baftille.

Without money, and afraid to demand it,
excepting in 3 circumlocutory manner, the
court, like mad men, fpent them{elves in idle

exertions of firength: for, whilft the citizens

of



( 57 )

of Paris were burning in efigy the two ob-
noxious minifters, who thus outraged them
in the perfon of their magiftrates, they were
delivered up to the fury of the hired {laves of
defpotifm, and trampled under foot by the
cavalry ; who were called in to quell a riot
purpofely excited.

Cries of horrour and indignation refounded
throughout the kingdom; and the nation,
with one voice, demanded juftice—Alas!
juftice had never been known in France.
Retaliation and vengeance had been it’s fatal
fubftitutes. And from this epoch we may
date the commencement of thofe butcheries,
which have brought on that devoted country
fo many dreadful calamities, by teaching the
people to avenge themf{elves with blood !

The hopes of the nation, it is true, were
ftill tyrned towards the promifed convocation
of the ftates-general; which every day be-
came more neceflary. Butr the infatuated
minifters, though unable to devife any {cheme
to extricate themfelves out of the crowd of
difficulties, into which they had heedlefsly
plunged, could not think of convening a
power, which they forefaw, without any

great
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great ftretch of fagacity, would quickly
annihilate their own.

The ferment, mean time, continued, and
the blood that had been thed {erved only to
increafe it ; nay, the citizens of Grenoble pre-
pared with calmnefs to refift force by force,
and the myrmidons of tyranny might have
found it a ferious conteft, if the intelligence
of the difmiflion of the minifters had not pro-
duced one of thofe moments of enthufiafm,
which by the moft rapid operation of fym-
pathy unites all hearts. Touched by it, the
men who lived on the wages of flaughter
threw down their arms, and melting into tears
in the embraces of the citizens whom they came
to murder, remembered that they were couns
trymen, and groaned under the {ame oppref-
fion: and, their condu&, quickly applauded
with that glow of fenfibility which excites
imitation, ferved as an example to the whole
army, forcing the foldiers to think of their
fituation, and might have proved a falutary
leflon to any court lefs depraved and infenfible
than that of Verfailles.

CHAP
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CHAPTER IV.

NECXER RECALLLD. HIS CHARACTER. NOTABLES CONw
VENED A SECOND TIME. COALITION OF THE NOBl.
LITY AND CLERGY IN DEFENCE OF THEIR PRIVI.
LEGQGES. PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLIES OF THE PEOPLE.
POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS IN FAVOUR OF THE
TIERS-ETAT. GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON REFORM ==
ON THE PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE,—AND ON THE
REVOLUTION IN FRANCE.

Sucr were the meafures purfued to exafpe-
rate a people beginning to open their eyes, ana
now clamouroufly demanding the reftitution of
their long-eftranged rights; when the court,
having in vain attempted to terrify or deceive
them, found it expedient to flill the ftorm by
recalling Necker. This man had the con-
fidence of France, which he in fome degree
merited for the light he had thrown on the
ftate of the revenue, and for the fyftem of
economy, that he had endeavoured to adopt
during his former adminifiration: but un-
fortunately he did not poflefs talents or pcli-
tical fagacity fufficient to pilot the ftate in this
perilous feafon. Bred up in a counting-
houfe, he acquired that knowledge of detail,
and attention to little advantages, Jo neccfiary

when
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when a man defires to amafs riches with what
is termed a fair charater: and, having accu-
mulated a very large fortune by unremitting
induftry; or, to borrow the commercial
phrafe, attention to the main chance, his houfe
became the refort of the men of letters of his
day. '

The foibles of a rich man are always foftered,
fometimes perhaps infenfibly, by his numer-
ous dependents and vifitants, who find his
table amufing or convenient. It is not then
fuprizing, that, with the abilities of a toler-
able financier, he was foon perfuaded, that
he was a great author, and confummate
ftatefman. Befides, when the manners of a
nation are very depraved, the men who wifh
to appear, and even to be, more moral than
the multitude, in general become pedantically
virtuous ; and, continually contrafting their
morals with the thoughtlefs vices around
them, the artificial, narrow charaéter of a
fe&ary is formed ; the manners are rendered
ftiff, and the heart cold. The dupes alfo of
their flimfey virtue, many men are harfhly
called hypocrites, who are only weak; and
popularity often turns the head giddy, that

would
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would have foberly fulfilled the comnion
duties of a man in the thade of private life.

Having adopted with a timid hand many
of the fagacious plans of his model, the clear
headed, unaffected Turgot, Necker was con-
fidered by the greater part of the nation as a
confummate politician : neither was it {ur-
prizing, that the people, (matched from de-
fpondency, thould have miftaken the ex-
tent of his political knowledge, when they
had eftimated it by that of the greateft ftatef
man, which France, or, perhaps, any other
country, ever produced.

Having written on a fubje, that naturally
attracted the attention of the public, he had
the vanity to believe, that he deferved the
exaggerated applaufe he reccived, and the
reputation of wife, when he was only
fhrewd. Not content with the fame he ac-
quired by writing on a fubje&, which his
turn of mind and profeflion enabled him to
comprehend, he wifhed to obtain a higher
degree of celebrity, by forming into a large
book various metaphyfical fhreds of argu-
ments, which he had colle@ed from the con-
verfation of men, fond of ingenious fubtilties ;

and the ftyle, excepting fome decclamatory
1 paflages,
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paffages, was as inflated and confufed as the
thoughts were far fetched and unconneted ¥,
As it is from this period, that we muft date
the commencement of thofe great events,
which, outrunning expetation, have almoft
rendered obfervation breathlefs, it becomes
neceflary to enter on the tatk with caution j
as it ought not to be more the obje&t of the
hiftorian to fill up the fketch, than to trace
the hidden fprings and {ecret mechanifm,
which have put in motion a revolution, the
moft important that has ever been recorded
in the annals of man. This was a crifis that
demanded boldnefs and precifion ; and no
man in France, excepting Necker, had the
reputation of poflefling extenfive political
talents ; becaufe the old fyftem of government
fcarcely afforded a field, in which the abilities
of men could be.unfolded, and thelr judg-
ment matured by experience. Yet, whilft
the kingdom was in the greateft fermentation,
he {feems to have thought of none but thofe
timid half-way meafures, which always prove
difaftrous in defperate cafes, when the wound
requires to be probed to the quick.
The

* Importance of rcligious opinions,
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The old government was then only a vaft
ruin; and whilft it’s pillars were trembling on
their bafelefs foundations, the eyes of all
France were direted towards their admired
minifter. In this fituation, with all his for-
mer empirici{m he began his fecond career,
like another Sangrado. But the people could
no longer bear bleeding—ifor their veins were
already fo lacerated, it was difhcult to find
room to make a frefh incifion ; and the emol-
lient prefcriptions, the practice of former
times, were now infuflicient to ftop the pro-
grefs of a deadly difcafe. In this fituation,
liftening to the voice of the nation, becaufe he
was at a lofs what ftep to take to maintain his

popularity, he defgpmined to haften the con-
vocation of the ftates-general : firft recalling

the exiled magiftrates, and reftoring the par-
liaments to the exercife of their funéions.
His next care was to diflipate all apprchen-
fion of a famine ; a fear that had been artfully
excited by the court agents, in order to have
a pretext to form magazines of provifion for
an army, which they had previoufly refolved
to aflemble in the vicinity of Paris.

Thus far he feems to have aGed with fome
degree of prudence, at leaft ; but, inattentive

to
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to the robuft firength which the public opi~
nion had then acquired, he wavered as to the
mode of conftituting the ftates-general, whilft
the parliament paffed a decree to prevent their
aflembling in any other manner than they
did in 1614. This obftinate pretention to
legiflate for the nation was no longer to be
tolerated, when they oppofed the wifhes of
the people: yet, with the common inftin&t
of corporate bodies, they wrapped themfelves
up in the precedents that proved their wind-
ing-theet, provoking univerfal contempt ; for
the herculean force of the whole empire was
now clearing away every obftacle to free~
dom.

At this critical moment, the minifter, en-
joying great popularity, had it in his power,
could he have governed the court, to have
fuggefted a fyftem, which might ultimately
have proved acceptable to all parties ; and thus
have prevented that dreadful convulfion,
which has fhook the kingdom from one ex-
tremity to the other. Inftead of that, he
convened a fecond time the notables, to take
their opinion on a fubje&, refpeting which
the public had already decided, not daring
himfelf to fan&tion it’s decifion. The frongeft

proof
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proof he could give, that his mind was not
fufliciently elaftic to expand with the opening
views of the people; and that he did not
poflefs the eye of genius, which, quickly dif-
tinguithing what is poflible, cnables a ftatef~
man to ac with firm dignity, refting on his
own centre.

Carried away by the general impulfion,
with the inconfiderate fervour of men, whofe
hearts always grow hard as they cool, when
they have been warmed by fome {udden glow
of enthufiafm or {ympathy, the wuotables
fhowed, by their {ubfequent condu&, that,
though they had beer led by cloquence to
fupport fome queftions of a patriotic tendency,
they had not the principles neceflary to impel
them to give up local advantages, or perfonal
prerogatives, for the good of the whole com-
munity, in which they were only eventually
to thare. Indeed romantic virtue, or friend-
thip, fcldom goes further than profeflions ;
becaufe it is mercly the effe& of that fondnefs
for imitating great, rather than acquiring
moderate qualities, common to vain peo-
ple.

The notables had now two eflential points
to fettle; namely, to regulate the ele@ion of

¥ the
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the deputies, and how they were afterwards
to vote. The population and wealth of
feveral provinces, from commercial advantages
and other caufes, had given a new face to the
country fince the former cle€tion; fo much
fo, that, if the ancient divifion were adhered
to, the reprefentation could not fail to be very
unequal.  Yet if the natural order of popula-
tion were followed, the grand queftion of
voting by orders or by voices feemed to be
prejudged by the great increafe of the members
of the tiers-etat.

The nobles and the clergy immediately
rallied round the ftandard of privileges, infift-
ing, that France would be ruined, if their
rights were touched: and fo true were they
now to their infulated intereft, that all the
committees into which the notables were
divided, excepting that of which monfieur
was prefident, determined againft allowing
the Ziwrs-etat that increafe of power neceflary
to enable them to be ufeful. ‘Whilft, however,
thefe difputes and cabals feemed to promife
no {peedy determination, the people, weary
of procraflination, and difgufted with the
obftacles continually thrown in the way of the

meeting of the ftates-general, by a court that
was
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was ever fecretly at work, to regain the trifling
privileges, which it pretended to facrifice to
the general good, began to aflemble, and even
to decide the previous queftion, by deliberat-
ing together in feveral places. Dauphine
fet the example ; and the three orders uniting
fketched a plan for the organization of the
whole kingdom, which ferved as a model for
the other provincial flates, and furnithed
grounds for the conftituent affembly to work
on when forming the conftitution. Though
the rumour was fpread abroad, the court,
ftill fo ftupidly fecure as not to {ee, that the
people, who at this period dared to think for
themfelves, would not now be noofed like
beafts, when ftrength is brought into fubjec~
tion by reafon, beheld with wonder- the
arrival of deputations from different quarters,
and heard with aftonithment the bold tones
of men fpeaking of their rights, tracing fo-
ciety to it’s origin, and painting with the
moft forcible colours the horrid depredations
of the old government. For after the minds
of men had been fatigued by the ftratagems of
the court, the feeble meafures of the minifter,
and the narrow, felfith views of the parlia-
ments, they examined with avidity the pro-

Fa dulions
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du&tions of a number of able writers, who
were daily pouring pamphlets from the prefs,
to excite the ziers-etat, to aflert it’s rights on
enlarged principles, and to oppofe vigoroufly
the exorbitant claims of the privileged orders,
who ftood up for ancient ufurpations, as if
they were the natural rights ef a particular
genys of man.  Thofe of the abbé Sieyes and
the marquis de Condorcet were the moft
philofophical ; whilft the unétuous eloquence
of Mirabeau foftened thefe dry refearches, and
ted the flame of patrioti{m.

In this pofture of affairs, Necker, percelving
that the people were grown refolute, prevailed
on the council to decree, that the number of
the deputies of the fewers=ezat fhould be equal
to that of the two other orders taken together:
but whether they were to vote by chambers,
or in the fame body, was fill left undeter-
mined.

The people, whofe patience had been worn
out by injuries and infults,-now only thought
of preparing inftru@ions for their reprefen-
tatives.—DBut, inftead of looking for gradual
improvement, letting one reform calmly pro-
duce another, they feemed determined to
frike at the root of all their mifery at once:

the
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the united mifchiefls of a monarchy unre-
flrained, a priefthood unncceffarily numerous,
and an over grown nobility : and thefe hafty
meafurcs, become a fubje@ worthy of philo-
fophical inveftigation, naturally fall into two

dillin& fubje@s of inquiry.
ift. If, from the progrefs of reafon, we be
authorized to infer, that all governments will
be meliorated, and the happinefs of man
placed on the {olid bafis, gradually prepared
by the improvement of political fcience: if
the degrading diftin@ions of rank born in
barbarifm, and nourithed by chivalry, be
really becoming in the eftimation of all fenfi-
ble people {o contemptible, that a modefl nan,
in the courfe of {fty years would probably
bluth at being thus diftinguithed: if the
complexion of manners in Europe be com-
pletely changed from what it was half a cen-
tury ago, and the liberty of it’s citizens toler-
ably fecured:- if every day cxtending free-
dom be more firmly eftabiithed in confe-
quence of the general diffemination of truth
and knowledge : it then feems injudicious for
ftatelmen to force theadoption of any opinicn,
by aimingat thefpeedy deftru@ion of obfiinafe
prejudices ; becaufc thefe premature reforms,
inftead of promoting, deftroy the comfort
¥ 3 of
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of thofe unfortunate beings, who are un-
der their dominion, affording at the fame
time to defpotifm the ftrongeft arguments to
urge in oppofition to the theory of reafon,
Befides, the obje&ts intended to be forwarded
are probably retarded, whilft the tumult of in-
ternal commotion and civil difcord leads to
the moft dreadful confequence—the im-
molating of human vi¢tims.

But, 2dly, it is neceflary to obferve, that,
if the degencracy of the higher orders of
fociety be fuch, that noremedy lefs fraught
with horrour can effe a radical cure; and if
cnjoying the fruits of ufurpation, they
domineer qver the weak, and check by all the
means in their power every humane effort, to
draw man out of the ftate of degradation, into
which the inequality of fortune has funk him ;
the people are juftified in having recourfe to
coercion, to repel coercion. And, further,
if it can be afcertained, that the filent fuffer-
ings of the citizens of the-world under the
iron feet of oppreflion are greater, though
lefs obvious, than the calamities produced by
fuch violent convulfions as have happened in
France; which, like hurricanes whirling
over the face of nature, ftrip off all it’s bloom-
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ing graces; it may be politically juft, to pur-
fue fuch meafures as were taken by that re-
gencrating country, and at once root out thofe
deleterious plants, which poifon the better half
of human happinefs. For civilization hitherto,
by producing the inequality of conditions,
_ which makes wealth more defirable than
cither talents or virtue, has fo weakened all
the organs of the body-politic, and rendered
man fuch abeaft of prey, that the ftrong have
always devoured the weak till the very fignifi-
cation of juftice has been loft fight of, and
charity, the moft fpecious {yftem of f{lavery,
fubftituted in it’s place. ‘The rich have for
ages tyrannized over the poor, teaching them
how to att when poffefled of power, and now
muft feel the confequence. Pcople are rendered
ferocious by mifery ; and mifanthropy is ever
the offspring of difcontent. Let not then the
happinefs of one half of mankind be built on
the mifery of the other, and humanity will
take place of charity, and all the oftentatious
virtues of an univerfal ariftocracy. How, in
fa&, can we expe& to fee men live together
like brothers, when we only fee mafter and
fervant in fociety ? For till men Jearn mutually
to aflift without governing each other, little
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can be done by political afloriations to-
wards perfe@ing the condition of mankind.

Europe will probably be, for fome years to
come, in a ftate of anarchy; till a change of
fentiments, gradually undermining the ftrong-
holds of cuftom, alters the manners, without
roufing the little paffions of men, a pack of
yelping curs pampered by. vanity and pride.
It is in reality thefe minor paflions, which
during the fummer of idlenefs mantle on the
heart, and taint the atmofphere, becaufe the
underftanding is ftill.

Several a&s of ferocious folly have jufily
brought much obloquy on the grand revolu-
tion, which has taken place in France; yet, I
fecl confident of being able to prove, that the
people arc cfentially gaod, and that know-
ledge is rapidly advancing to that degree of
perfetibility, when the proud diftinCtions of
fophiflicating fools will be eclipfed by the
mild rays of philofophy, and man be con-
fidered as man—a&ing with the dignity of
an intelligent being,

From implicitly obeying their fovereigns,
the french hecame fuddenly all fovcreigns
yet, becaufe it is natural for men to run out of
one extremc into another, we fhould guard

againft
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againft inferring, that the {pirit of the moment
will not evaporate, and Ieave the difturbed
water morc clear for the fermentation, Men
without principle rife likc foam curing a
ftormm {parkling on the top of the biliow, ia
which it is foon abforbed when the commo-
tion dies away, Anarchy is a fearful ftate,
and all men of fenfc and benevoience have
been anxioufly attentive, to obferve what ufe
frenchmen would make of their liberty, when
the confufion incident to the acquifition thould
fubfide : yet, whillt the heart fickens over a
detail of crimes and follics, and the under-
ftanding is appalled by the labour of unravel-
ling a black tiffue of plots, which exhibits the
human charater in the moft revolting point
of view ; it is perhaps, diflicult to bring our-
felves to believe, that out of this chactic mafs
a fairer government is rifing than has ever
fhed the fwveets of focial life on the world.~—
But things muft have time to find their level,
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