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ADVERTISEMENT.

The Philosophical Writings of Mr Hume are
here for the first time collected in a uniform
edition. The Essays are reprinted from the
Edition of 1777, in two octavo volumes, cor-
rected by the Author for the press, a short
time before his death, and which he desired
might be regarded as containing his philosophi-
cal principles. The text of that Edition has
been faithfully adhered to in the present ; butas
it has been thought an interesting object of
curiosity, to trace the successive variations of
sentiment and taste in a mind like that of
Hume, and to mark the gradual and most ob-
servable increase of caution in his expression of
those sentiments, it has been the care of the
present Editor to compare the former Editions,
of which a List is here subjoined, and where
any alterations were discovered, not merely
verbal, but illustrative of the philosophical opi-
nions of the author, to add these as Notes to
the passages where they occur.
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vi ADVERTISEMENT.

The Essays contained in the early Editions,
but which were omitted in that of 1777, will
be found at the end of the last volume of the
present Collection of his Works, together with
the Two Essays, on Suicide, and the Immorta-
lity of the Soul.

Ix addition to the Author’s Life, written by
himself, the Account of the Controversy with
M. Rousseau has also been prefixed. It was o-
riginally printed in French, and shortly af-
terwards in English, in the year 1766. The
English translation was superintended by Mr
Hume ; and as it relates to an extraordinary
occurrence in the Lives of these eminent
philosophers, has been thought a suitable ap-
pendage to the short Memoir of himself.

EpiNBURGH,
Ju~E 1825,
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MY OWN
LIFE

It isdifficult for a man to speak long of himself
without vanity ; therefore, I shall be short. It
may be thought an instance of vanity that I pre-
tend at all to write my life; but this Narrative
shall contain little more. than the History of my
Writings ; as, indeed, almost all my life has been
spent in literary pursuits and occupations. The
first success of most of my writings was not such
as to be an object of vanity.

I was born the 26th of April 1711, old style,
at Edinburgh. I was of a good family, both
by father and mother. My father’s family is a
branch of the Earl of Home’s or Hume’s ; and
my ancestors had been proprietors of the estate,
which my brother possesses, for several genera-
tions. My mother was danghter of Sir David
Falconer, President of the College of Justice;
the title of Lord Halkerton came by succession
© to her brother.
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v MY OWN LIFE.

My family, however, was not rich; and, being
myself a younger brother, my patrimony, accor-
ding to the mode of my country, was of course
very slender. My father, who passed for a man
of parts, died when I was an infant, leaving me,
with an elder brother and a sister, under the
care of our mother, a woman of singular merit,
who, though young and handsome, devoted her-
self entirely to the rearing and educating of her
children. I passed through the ordinary course
of education with success, and was seized very
early with a passion for literature, which has
been the ruling passion of my life, and the great
source of my enjoyments. My studious disposi-
tion, my sobriety, and my industry, gave my fa-
mily a notion that the law was a proper profes-
sion for me; but I found an unsurmountable
aversion to every thing but the pursuits of phi-
losophy and general learning ; and while they
fancied I was poring upon Voet and Vinnius,
Cicero and Virgil were the authors which I was
secretly devouring.

My very slender fortune, however, being un-
suitable to this plan of life, and my health being
a little broken by my ardent application, I was
tempted, or rather forced, to make a very feeble
trial for entering into a more active scene of life.
In 1784, I went to Bristol, with some recom-
mendations to eminent merchants, but in a few
months found that scene totally unsuitable to
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MY OWN LIFE. v

me. I went over to France, with a view of pro-
secuting my studies in a country retreat ; and I
there laid that plan of life, which I have steadily
and successfully pursued. I resolved to make a
very rigid frugality supply my deficiency of for-
tune, to maintain unimpaired my independency,
and to regard every object as contemptible, ex-
cept the improvement of my talents in literature.

During my retreat in France, first at Rheims,
but chiefly at La Fleche, in Anjou, I composed
my Treatise of Human Nature. After passing
three years very agreeably in that country, I
came over to London in 1787. In the end of
1738, I published my Treatise, and immediately
went down to my mother and my brother, who
lived at his country-house, and was employing
himself very judiciously and successfully in the
improvement of his fortune.

Never literary attempt was more unfortunate
than my Treatise of Human Nature. It fell dead-
born from the press, without reaching such dis-
tinction, as even to excite a murmur among the
zealots. But being naturally of a cheerful and
sanguine temper, I wvery soon recovered the
blow, and prosecuted with great ardour my stu-
dies in the country. In 1742, I printed at Edin-
burgh the first part of my Essays: the work was
favourably received, and soon made me entirely
forget my former disappointment, I continued
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with my motherand brother in the country, and
in that time recovered the knowledge of the
Greek language, which I had too much neglec-
ted in my early youth.

In 1745, Ireceived a letter from the Marquis
of Annandale, inviting me to come and live with
him in England; I found also, that the friends
and family of that young nobleman were desirous
of putting him under my care and direction, for
the state of his mind and health required it. I
lived with him a twelvemonth. My appoint-
ments during that time made a considerable ac-
cession tomy small fortune. I then received an
invitation from General St Clair to attend him
as a secretary to his expedition, which was at
first meant against Canada, but ended in an in-
cursion on the coast of France. Next year, to
wit, 1747, Ireceived an invitation from the Gen-
eral to attend him in the same station in his mili-
tary embassy to the courts of Vienna and Turin.
I then wore the uniform.of an officer, and was
introduced at these courts as aid-de-camp to the
General, along with Sir Harry Erskine and Cap-
tain Grant, now General Grant. These two years
were almost the only interruptions which my stu-
dies have received during the course of my life,
I passed them agreeably, and in good company ;
and my Rppointments, with my frugality, had
made me reach a fortune, which I called inde-
pendent, though most of my friends were inclin.
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MY OWN LIFE. vii

ed to smile when I said so; in short, I was now
master of near a thousand pounds.

1 had always entertained a notion, thatmy want
of success in publishing the Treatise of Human
Nature, had proceeded more from the.manner
than the matter, and that I had been guilty of a
very usual indiscretion, in going to the press too
early. I, therefore, cast the first partof that work
anew in the Inquiry concerning Human Under-
standing, which was published while I was at
Turin. But this piece was at first little more
successful than the Treatise of Human Nature.
On my return from Italy, I had the mortification
to find all England in a ferment, on account of
Dr Middleton’s Free Inquiry, while my perform-
ance was entirely overlooked and neglected. A
new edition, which had been published at Lon-
don, of my Essays, Moral and Political, met not
with a much better reception.

Such is the force of natural temper, that these
disappointments made little or no impression
on me, I went down in 1749, and lived two
years with my brother at his country-house, for
my mother was now dead. I there composed
the second part of my Essays, whieh I called Po-
litical Discourses, and also my Inquiry concer-
ning the Principles of Morals, which is another
part of my Treatise that I cast anew. Mean-
while, my bookseller A. Millar informed me, that
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my former publications (all but the unfortunate
Treatise) were beginning to be the subject of
conversation ; that the sale of them was gradu-
ally increasing, and that new editions were de-
manded. Answers by Reverends, and Right Re-
verends, came out two or threein a year; and I
found, by Dr Warburton’s railing, that the books
were beginning to be esteemed in good com-
pany. However, I had fixed a resolution, which
I inflexibly maintained, never to reply to any
body ; and not being very irascible in my tem-
per, I have easily kept myself clear of all lite-
rary squabbles. These symptoms of a rising re-
putation gave me encouragement, as I'was ever
more disposed to see the favourable than unfa-
vourable side of things ; a turn of mind which it
is more happy to possess, than to be born to an
estate of ten thoysand a year,

In 1751, I removed from the country to the
town, the true scene for a man of letters. In
1752, were published at Edinburgh, where I
then lived, my Political Discourses, the only
work of mine that was successful on the first
publication, It was well received abroad and at
home. In the same year was published at Lon-
don, my Inquiry concerning the Principles of
Morals ; which, in my own opinion (who ought
not to judge on that subject), is of all my writ-
ings, historical, philosophical, or literary, incom-
parably the best. It came unnoticed and unob.
served into the world,
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In 1752, the Faculty of Advocates chose me
their Librarian, an office from which I received
little or no emolument, but which gave me the
command of a large library., I then formed the
plan of writing the History of England ; but
being frightened with the notion of continuing a
narrative through a period of 1700 years, I com-
menced with the accession of the House of Stuart,
an epochwhen, I thought, the misrepresentations
of faction began chiefly to take place. I was, I
own, sanguine in my expectations of the success
of this work. T thought that I was the only his-
torian that had at once neglected present power,
interest, and authority, and the cry of popular
prejudices ; and as the subject was suited to
every capacity, I expected proportional applause.
But miserable was my disappointment: I was
assailed by one cry of reproach, disapprobation,
and even detestation; English, Scotch, and Irish,
Whig and Tory, Churchman and Sectary, Free-
thinker and Religionist, Patriot and Courtier,
united in their rage against the man, who had
presumed to shed a generous tear for the fate of
Charles I, and the Earl of Strafford ; and after
the first ebullitions of their fury were over, what
was still more mortifying, the book seemed to
sink into oblivion. My Millar told me, that in a
twelvemonth he sold only forty-five copies of it.
I scarcely, indeed, heard of one man in the three
kingdoms, considerable for rank or letters, that
could endure the book. Imust only except the
primate of England, Dr Herring, and the prim.
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ate of Ireland, Dr Stone, which seem two odd
exceptions. These dignified prelates separately
sent me messages not to be discouraged,

I was however, I confess, discouraged ; and
had not the war been at that time breaking out
between France and England, I had certainly
retired to some provincial town of the former
kingdom, have changed my name, and never
more have returned to my native country. But
as this scheme was not now practicable, and the
subsequent volume was considerably advanced,
I resolved to pick up courage, and to persevere.

In this interval, I published at London my Na-
tural History of Religion, along with some other
small pieces. Its public entry was rather obscure,
except only that Dr Hurd wrote a pamphlet a-
gainst it, with all the illiberal petulance, arro-
gance and scurrility, which distinguish the War-
burtonian school. This pamphlet gave me some
consolation for the otherwise indifferent recep-
tion of my performance.

In 1756, two years after the fall of the first
volume, was published the second volume of my
History, containing the period from the death of
Charles I. till the Revolution. This perform-
ance happened to give less displeasure to the
Whigs, and was better received. It not only
rose itself, but helped to buoy up its unfmtu—
nate brother.
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But though I had been taught, by experience,
that the Whig party were in possession of be-
stowing all places, both in the state and in litera-
ture, I was so little inclined to yield to their
senseless clamour, that in above a hundred al-
terations, which farther study, reading or reflec-
tion, engaged me to make in the reigns of the
two first Stuarts, I have made all of them invari-
ably to the Tory side. It is ridiculous to con-
sider the English constitution before that period
as a regular plan of liberty.

In 1759, I published my History of the House
of Tudor. The clamour against this perform-
ance was almost equal to that against the His-
tory of the two first Stuarts. The reign of Eliza-
beth was particularly obnoxious. ButI was now
eallous against the impressions of public folly,
and continued very peaceably and contentedly
in iy retreat at Edinburgh, to finish, in two
volumes, the more early part of the English His-
tory, which I gave to the public in 1761, with
tolerable, and but tolerable success.

But, notwithstanding this variety of winds and
seasons, to which my writings had been exposed,
they had still been making such advances, that
the copy-money given me by the booksellers,
much exceeded any thing formerly known in
England ; T was become not only independent,
but opulent, I retired to my native country of
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Scotland, determined never more to set my foot
out of it ; and retaining the satisfaction of never
having preferred a request to one great man, or
even making advances of friendship to any of
them. As I was now turned of fifty, I thought
of passing all the rest of my life in this philo-
sophical manner, when I received, in 1763, an
invitation from the Earl of Hertford, with whom
I was not in the least acquainted, to attend him
on his embassy to Paris, with a near prospect
of being appointed secretary to the emibassy,
and, in the meanwhile, of performing the func-
tions of that office. This offer, however invit-
ing, T at first declined, both because I was reluc-
tant to begin connexions with the great, and be-
cause I was afraid that the civilities and gay
company of Paris, would prove disagreeable to a
person of my age and humour : but on his Lord-
ship’s repeating the invitation, I accepted of it.
I have every reason, both of pleasure and mter-
est, to think myself happy in my connexions
with that nobleman, as well as afterwards with
his brother, General Conway.

Those who have not seen the strange effects of
Modes, will never imagine the reception I met
..with at Paris, from men and women of all ranks
and stations. The more I resiled from their ex-
cessive civilities, the more I was loaded with
them. There is, however, a real satisfaction in
living at Paris, from the great number of sen-
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sible, knowing, and polite company with which
that city abounds above all places in the uni-
verse. I thought once of settling there for life.

1 was appointed secretary to the embassy ;
and, in summer 1765, Lord Hertford left me,
being appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I
was chargé d affuires till the arrival of the Duke
of Richmond, towards the end of the year. In
the beginning of 1766, I left Paris, and next
summer went to Edinburgh, with the same view
as formerly, of burying myself ina philosophical
retreat. I returned to that place, not richer,
but with much more money, and a much larger
income, by means of Lord Hertford’s friend-
ship, than I left it ; and I was desirous of trying
what superfluity could produce, as I had formerly
made an experiment of a competency. But, in
1767, I received from Mr Conway an invitation
to be Under-secretary; and this invitation, both
the character of the person, and my connexions
with Lord Hertford, prevented me from declin-
ing. T returned to Edinburgh in 1769, very
opulent (for I possessed a revenue of 1000/ a
year), healthy, and, though somewhat stricken
in years, with the prospect of enjoying long my
ease, and of seeing the increase of my reputation,,

In spring 1775, I was struck with a disorder
in my bowels, which at first gave me no alarm,
but has since, as I apprehend it, become mortal
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and incurable. I now reckon upon a speedy
dissolution. I have suffered very little pain from
my disorder; and what is more strange, have,
notwithstanding the great decline of my person,
never suffered a moment’s abatement of my spi-
rits; insomuch, that were I to name the period
of my life, which I should most choose to pass
over again, I might be tempted to point to this
later period. I possess the sameardour as ever
in study, and the same gaiety in company. I
consider, besides, thata man of sixty-five, by dy-
ing, cuts off only a few years of infirmities; and
though I see many symptoms of my literary re-
putation’s breaking out at last with additional
lustre, I knew that I could have but few years
to enjoy it. It is difficult to be more detached
from life than I am at present.

To conclude historically with my own charac-
ter. Iam, or rather was (for that is the style I
must now use-in speaking of myself, which embol-
densme the more to speak my sentiments); Iwas,
I say, a man of mild dispositions, of command of
temper, of an open, social, and cheerful humour,
capable of attachment, but little susceptible of
enmity, and of great moderation in all my pas-
sions. Evenmy love of literary fame, my ruling
passion, never soured my temper, notwithstand-
ing my frequent disappointments. My company
was not unacceptable to the youngand careless,
as well as to the studious and literary; and as I
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took a particular pleasure in the company of mo-
dest women, I had no reason to be displeased
with the reception Imet with from them. In a
word, though most men any wise eminent, have
found reason to complain of calumny, I never
was touched, or even attacked by her baleful
tooth : and though I wantonly exposed myself
to the rage of both civil and religious factions,
they seemed to be disarmed in my behalf of their
wonted fury. My friendsnever had occasion to
vindicate any one circumstance of my character
and conduct: not but that the zealots, we may
well suppose, would have been glad to invent
and propagate any story to my disadvantage, but
they could never find any which they thought
would wear the face of probability. I cannot
say there is no vanity in making this funeral or-
ation of myself, but I hope it is not a misplaced
one; and this is a matter of fact which is easily
cleared and ascertained.

APRIL 18. 1776.
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LETTER FROM ADAM SMITH, LL.D.
TO

WILLIAM STRACHAN, Esg.

Kirkaldy, Fifeshire, Nov. 9, 1776,

DEAR SIR,
It is with a real, though a very me-

lancholy pleasure, that I sit down to give you
some account of the behaviour of ourlate excel-
lent friend, Mr Hume, during his last illness.
Though, in his own judgment, his disease was
mortal and incurable, yet he allowed himself to
be prevailed upon, by the entreaty of his friends,
to try what might be the effects of a long jour-
ney. A few days before he set out, he wrote
that account of his own life, which, together
with his other papers, he has left to your care.
My account, therefore, shall begin where his

ends.

He set out for London towards the end of
April, and at Morpeth met with Mr John Home
and myself, who had both come down from Lon-
don on purpose to see him, expecting to have
found him at Edinburgh. Mr Home returned
with him, and attended him during the whole of
his stay in England, with that care and atten-
tion which might be expected from a temper so
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DR ADAM SMITH. Xvii

perfectly friendly and affectionate. As I had
written to my mother that she might expect me
in Scotland, I was under the necessity of con-
tinuing my journey. His disease seemed to
yield to exercise and change of air, and when
he arrived in London, he was apparently in much
better health than when he left Edinburgh. He
was advised to go to Bath to drink the waters,
which appéared for some time to have so good
an effect upon him, that even he himself began
to entertain, what he was not apt to do, a bet-
ter opinion of his own health. His symptoms,
liowever, soon returned with their usual vio-
lence, and from that moment he gave up all
thoughts of recovery, but submitted with the
utmost cheerfulness, and the most perfect com-
placency and resignation. Upon his return to
Edinburgh, though he found himself much
weaker, yet his cheerfulness never abated, and
Lie continued to divert himself, as usual, with
- correcting his own works for a new edition, with
reading books of amusement, with the conversa-
tion of his friends; and, sometimes in the even-
ing, with a party at his favourite game of whist.
His cheerfulness was so great, and his conversa-
tion and amusements run so much in their usual
strain, that, notwithstanding all bad symptoms,
many people could not believe he was dying.
“ I shall tell your friend, Colonel Edmondstone,”
sald Doctor Dundas to him one day, “ that I
VOL. 1. b
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left you much better, and in a fair way of re-
covery.” * Doctor,” said he, “as I believe you
would not choose to tell any thing but the truth,
you had better tell him, that T am dying as fast
as my enemies, if I have any, could wish, and
as easily and cheerfully as my best friends could
desire.” Colonel Edmondstone soon afterwards
came to see him, and take leave of him ; and on
his way home, he could not forbear writing him
a letter bidding him once more an eternal adieu,
and applying to him, as to a dying man, the
beautiful French verses in which the Abbé
Chaulieu, in expectation of his ewn death, la-
ments his approaching separation from his friend,
the Marquis de la Fare. Mr Hume’s magnani-
mity and firmness were such, that his most af-
fectionate friends knew that they hazarded no-
thing in talking or writing to him as to a dying
man, and that so far from being hurt by this
frankness, he was rather pleased and flattered
by it. I happened to come into his room while
he was reading this letter, which he had just re-
ceived, and which he immediately showed me.
I told him, that though I was sensible how
very much he was weakened, and that appear-
ances were in many respects very bad, yet his
cheerfulness was still so great, the spirit of life
seemed still to be so very strong in him, that I
could not help entertaining some faint hopes.
He answered, “ Your hopes are groundless. An
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habitual diarrheea of more than a year's stand-
ing, would be a very bad disease at any age: at
my age it is a mortal one, When I lie down in the
evening, I feel myself weaker than when I rose in
the morning ; and when I rise in the morning,
weaker than when I lay down in the evening.
I am sensible, besides, that some of my vital

arts are affected, so that I must soon die.”
“ Well,” said I, “ if it must be so, you have at
least the satisfaction of leaving all your friends,
your brother’s family in particular, in great pro-
sperity.” He said that he felt that satisfaction
so sensibly, that when he was reading, a few
days before, Lucian’s Dialogues of the Dead,
among all the excuses which are alleged to
Charon for not entering readily into his boat,
he could not find one that fitted him ; he had no
house to finish, he had no daughter to provide
for, he had no enemies upon whom he wished
to revenge himself. “ I could not well ima-
gine, ” said he, *“ what excuse I could make to
Charon in order to obtain a little delay. I have
done every thing of consequence which I ever
meant to do; and I could at no time expect to
leave my relations and friends in a better situa-
tion than that in which I am now likely to leave
them. I therefore have all reason to die con-
tented.” He then diverted himself with in.
venting several jocular excuses, which he sup-
posed he might make to Charon, and with ima-
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gining the very surly answers which it might
suit the character of Charon to return to them.
“ Upon further consideration,” said he, * I
thought I might say to him, Good Charon, I
have been correcting my works for a new edi-
tion. Allow me a little time, that I may see
how the public receives the alterations.” But
Charon would answer, “ When you have seen
the effect of these, you will be for making other
alterations. There will be no end of such ex-
cuses ; so, honest friend, please step into the
boat.” But I might still urge, “ Have a little
patience, good Charon; I have been endea-
vouring to open the eyes of the public. If I
live a few years longer, I may have the satis-
faction of seeing the downfal of some of the
prevailing systems of superstition.” But Cha-
ron would then lose all temper and decency.
“ You loitering rogue, that will not happen
these many hundred years. Do you fancy I
will grant you a lease for so long a term? Get
into the boat this instant, you lazy loitering
rogue.”

But, though Mr Hume always talked of his
approaching dissolution with great cheerful-
ness, he never affected to make any parade of
his magnanimity. He never mentioned the
subject but when the conversation naturally led
to it, and never dwelt longer upon it than the
course of the conversation happened to re.
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quire: it was a subject, indeed, which occur-
red pretty frequently, in consequence of the
inquirtes which his friends, who came to see
him, naturally made concerning the state of his
health. The conversation which I mentioned
above, and which passed on Thursday the 8th
of August, was the last, except one, that I ever
had with him. He had now become so very
weak, that the company of his most intimate
friends fatigued him; for his cheerfulness was
still so great, his complaisance and social dispo-
sition were still so entire, that when any friend
was with him, he could not help talking more,
and with greater exertion, than suited the weak-
ness of his body. At his own desire, therefore,
I agreed to leave Edinburgh, where I was stay-
ing partly upon his account, and returned to my
mother’s house here, at Kirkaldy, upon condi-
tion that he would send for me whenever he
wished to see me; the physician who saw him
most frequently, Dr Black, undertaking, in the
mean time, to write me accasionally an account
of the state of his health.

On the 22d of August, the Doctor wrote me
the following letter :

“ Since my last, Mr Hume has passed his
time pretty easily, but is much weaker. He sits
up, goes down stairs once a day, and amuses
himself with reading, but seldom sees any body.
He finds that even the conversation of his most
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intimate friends fatigues and oppresses him;
and it is happy that he does not need it, for he
is quite free from anxiety, impatience, or low
spirits, and passes his time very well with the
assistance of amusing books.”

I received the day after a letter from Mr
Hume himself, of which the following is an ex-
tract,

¢« Edinburgh, 23d August, 1776.

MY DEAREST FRIEND,
“I am obliged to make use of my
nephew’s hand in writing to you, as I do not
rise to-day. . ; , . . .

“ T go very fast to decline, and last night had
a small fever, which I hoped might put a
quicker period to this tedious illness, but .un-
luckily it has, in a great measure, gone off. I
cannot submit to your coming over here on my
account, as it is possible for me to see you so
small a part of the day, but Doctor Black
can better inform you concerning the degree of
strength which may from time to time remain
with me. Adieu,” &c.

Three days after I received the following let-
ter from Doctor Black.
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W Edinburgh, Monday, 26tk August, 1776.

~ ‘“ DEAR SIR,

¢ Yesterday about four o’clock
afternoon, Mr Hume expired. The near ap-
proach of his death became evident in'the night
between Thursday and Friday, when his dis-
ease became excessive, and soon weakened him
so much, that he could no longer rise out of his
bed. He continued to the last perfectly sen-
sible, and free from much pain or feelings of
distress. He never dropped the smallest ex-
pression of impatience ; but when he had occa-
sion to speak to the people about him, always
did it with affection and tenderness. I thought
it improper to write to bring you over, espe-
cially as I heard that he had dictated a letter to
you desiring you not to come. When he be-
came very weak, it cost him an effort to speak,
and he died in such a happy composure of
mind, that nothing could exceed it. ”

Thus died our most excellent, and never to
be forgotten friend; concerning whose philo-
sophical opinions men will, no doubt, judge
variously, every one approving, or condemning
them, according as they happen to coincide or
disagree with his own; but concerning whose
character and conduct there can scarce be a
difference of opinion. His temper, indeed, scem-
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ed to be more happily balanced, if I may be
allowed such an expression, than that perhaps
of any other man I have ever known, Even in
the lowest state of his fortune, his great and
necessary frugality never hindered him from
exercising, upon proper occasions, acts both of
charity and generosity. It was a frugality
founded, not upon avarice, but upon the love
of independency. The extreme gentleness of
his nature never weakened either the firmness
of his mind, or the steadiness of his resolutions.
His constant pleasantry was the genuine effu-
sion of good nature and good humour, temper-
ed with delicacy aud modesty, and without
even the slightest tincture of malignity, so fre-
quently the disagreeable source of what is call-
ed wit in other men. It never was the mean-
ing of his raillery to mortify ; and therefore, far
from offending, it seldom failed to please and
delight, even those who were the objects of it.
To his friends, who were frequently the objects
of it, there was not perhaps any one of all his
great and amiable qualities, which contributed
more to endear his conversation. And that
gaiety of temper, so agreeable in society, but
which. is so often accompanied ‘with frivolous
and superﬁcml qualities, was in him certainly
attended with the most severe application, the
most extensive learning, the greatest depth of
thonght, and a capacity in every respect the
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most comprehensive. Upon the whole, I have
always considered him, both in his lifetime and
since his death, as approaching as nearly to the
idea of a perfectly wise and virtuous man, as
perhaps the nature of human frailty will permit.

I ever am, dear Sir,

Most affectionately yours,

Apam SMiTH.

Draws by A Nnemyts

HUME'S MONUMENT, CALTON HILL. .






THE

LATTER-WILL AND TESTAMENT

OF

DAVID HUME.

I, Davip Huume, second lawful son of Joseph
Home of Ninewells, advocate, for the love and
affection I bear to John Home of Ninewells,
my brother, and for other causes, po, by these
" presents, under the reservations and burdens
after-mentioned, cive and piseose to the said
John Home, or, if he die before me, to David
Home, his second son, his heirs and assigns
whatsomever, all lands, heritages, debts, and
sums of money, as well heritable as moveable,
which shall belong to me at the time of my
decease, as also my whole effects in general,
real and personal, with and under the burden
of the following legacies, viz. to my sister
Catherine Home, the sum of twelve hundred
pounds sterling, payable the first term of Whit-
sunday or Martinmas after my decease, toge-
ther with all my English books, and the life-
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rent of my house in St James’s Court, or in
case that house be sold at the time of my de-
cease, twenty pounds a year during the whole
course of her life: To my friend Adam Fergu-
son, Professor of Moral Philosophy in the Col-
lege of Edinburgh, two hundred pounds ster-
ling : To my friend M. d’Alembert, member of
the French Academy, and of the Academy of
Sciences in Paris, two handred pounds: To my
friend Dr Adam Smith, late Professor of Moral
Philosophy in Glasgow, I leave all my manu-
scripts without exception, desiring him to pub-
lish my Dialogues on Natural Religion, which
are comprehended in this present bequest ; but
to publish no other papers which he suspects
not to have been written within these five years,
but to destroy them all at his leisure: And I
even leave him full power over all my papers,
except the Dialogues above mentioned ; and
though I can trust to that intimate and sincere
friendship, which has ever subsisted between
us, for his faithful execution of this part of my
will, yet, as a small recompense of his pains in
correcting and publishing this work, I leave
him two hundred pounds, to be paid imme-
diately after the publication of it: I also .
leave to Mrs Anne and Mrs Janet Hepburn, |
daughters of Mr James Hepburn of Keith, one -
- hundred pounds a piece: To my cousin David |
Campbell, son of Mr Campbell, minister of |
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Lillysleaf, one hundred pounds: To the Infir-
mary of Edinburgh, fifty pounds: To all the
servants who shall be in my family at the time
of my decease, one year’s wages; and to my
housekeeper, Margaret Irvine, three year’s
wages: And I also ordain, that my brother, or
nephew, or executor, whoever he be, shall not
pay up to the said Margaret Irvine, without
her own consent, any sum of money which I
shall owe her at the time of my decease, whe-
ther by bill, bond, -or for wages, but shall re-
tain in his hand, and pay her the legal interest
upon it, till she demand the principal : And in
case my brother above-mentioned shall survive
me, I leave to his son David, the sum of a thou-
sand pounds to assist him in his education : But
in case thatby my brother’s death before me, the
succession of my estate and effects shall devolve
to the aforesaid David, I hereby burden him,
over and above the payment of the aforesaid le-
gacies, with the payment of the sums follow-
ing : To his brothers Joseph and John, a thou-
sand pounds a piece : To his sisters Catherine
and Agnes, five hundred pounds a piece : all
which sums, as well as every sum contained in
the present disposition (except that to DrSmith,
to be payable the first term of Whitsunday
and Martinmas, after my decease ; and all of
them, without exception, in sterling money.
And I do hereby nominate and appoint the
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said John Home, my brother, and failing of
him by decease, the said David Home, to be
my sole executor and universal legatee, with
and under the burdens above mentioned ; re-
serving always full power and liberty to me, at
any time of my life, even in deathbed, to alter
and innovate these presents, in whole or in part,
and to burden the same with such other lega-
cies as I shall think fit. And I do hereby de-
clare these presents to be a good, valid, and suf-
ficient evidence, albeit found in my custody, or
in the custody of any other person at the time
of my death, &c. (in common style.) Signed 4
January 1776, before these witnesses, the Right
Honourable the Earl of Home, and Mr John

M‘Gowan, Clerk to the Signet.
Davip Home,

I also orpaix, that if I shall die any where
in Scotland, I shall be buried in a private man-
ner in the Calton churchyard, the south side of
it, and 2 monument to be built over my body, at
an expense not exceeding a hundred pounds,
with an inscription containing only my name,
with the year of my birth and death, leaving itto
posterity to add the rest.

At Edinburgh, 15th April, 1776.  Davio Hume.

I also leave for rebuﬂdmgthe bridgeof Churn-

side the sum of a hundred pounds ; but on con-
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dition that the managers of the bridge shall
take none of the stones for building the bridge
from the quarry of Ninewells, except from that
part of the quarry which has been already
opened. Ileave to my nephew Joseph, the sum
of fifty pounds to enable him to make a good
- sufficient drain and sewer round theé house of
Ninewells, but on condition that, if that drain
and sewer be not made, from whatever cause,
within a year after my death, the said fifty
pounds shall be paid to the poor of the parish
of Churnside : To my sister, instead of all my
English books, I leave her a hundred volumes
at her choice : To David Waite, servant to my
brother, I'leave the sum of ten pounds, payable
the first term after my death,

Davip HumE.
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ADVERTISEMENT

OF THE FRENCH EDITORS,

Tue name and writings of Mr Hume have been
long since well known throughout Europe. At
the same time, his personal acquaintance have
remarked, in the candour and 91mphc1ty of 'his
manners, that impartiality and-ingenuousness
of disposition which distinguishes his charac-
ter, and is sufficiently indicated in his writings,

He hath exerted those great talents he re-
ceived from nature, and the acquisitions he
made by study, in the search of truth, and pro-
moting the good of mankind ; never wasting
his time, or sacrificing his repose, in literary or
personal disputes. He hath seen his writings
frequently censured with bitterness, by fana.
ticism, Jgnorance and the spirit of party, with-
out ever giving an answer to his adversaries. °

Even those who have attacked his works
with the greatest violence, have always respect-
ed his personal character. His love of peace

is so well known, that the criticisms written a-
o i -
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gainst his pieces, have been often brought him
by their respective authors, for him to revise
and correct them. At one time, in particular,
a performance of this kind was shown to him,
in which he bad been treated in a very rude
and even injurious manner; on remarking
which to the author, the latter struck out the
exceptionable passages, blushing and wonder-
ing at the force of that polemic spirit which had
carried him imperceptibly away beyond the
bounds of truth and decency.

It was with great reluctance that a man, pos-
sessed of such pacific dispositions, could be
brought to consent to the publication of the
following piece. He was very sensible that the
quarrels among men of letters are a scandal to
philosophy ; nor was any person in the world
less formed for giving occasion to a scandal, so
consolatory to blockheads, But the circum-
stances were such as to draw him into it, in spite
of his 1nclmat10ns.

All the world knows that Mr Rousseau, pro-
scribed in almost every country where he re-
sided, determined at length to take refuge in
England ; and that Mr Hume, affected by his
situation, and his misfortunes, undertoook to
bring him over, and to provide for him a peace-
ful, safe, and convenient asylum. But very few
persons are privy to the zeal, activity, and even
delicacy, with which Mr Hume conferred this
act of benevolence. What an affectionate at-
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tachment he had contracted for this new friend,
which humanity had given him ! with what ad-
dress he endeavoured to anticipate his desires,
without offending his pride! in short, with
what address he strove to justify, in the eyes of
others, the singularities of Mr Rousseau, and
to defend his character against those who were
not disposed to think so favourably of him as
he did himself.

Even at the time when Mr Hume was em-
ployed in doing Mr Rousseau the meost essen-
tial service, he received from him the most in-
solent and abusive letter. The more such a
stroke was unexpected, the more it was cruel
and affecting. Mr Hume wrote an account of
this extraordinary adventure to his friends at
Paris, and expressed himself in his letters with
all that indignation which so strange a proceed-
ing must excite. He thought himself under no
obligation to keep terms with a man, whe,
after having received from him the most cer-
tain and constant marks of friendship, could
reproach him, without any reason, as false,
treacherous, and as the most wicked of man-
kind.

In the mean time, the dispute between these
two celebrated personages did not fail to make
anoise. The complaints of Mr Hume soon
came to the knowledge of the public, which at
first hardly believed it possible that Mr Rous-
seau could be gujlty of that excessive inlgrati-.
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tude laid to his charge. Even Mr Hume’s
friends were fearful, lest, in the first effusions
of sensibility, he was not carried too far, and
had not mistaken for wilful crimes of the heart,
the vagaries of the imagination, or the decep-
tions of the understanding. He judged it ne-
cessary, therefore to explain the affair, by
writing a precise narrative of all that passed
between him and Mr Rousseau, from their first
connection to their rupture. This narrative he
sent to his friends, some of whom advised him
to print it, alleging, that as Mr Rousseau’s
accusations were become public, the proofs of
his justification ought to be so too. Mr Hume
did not give into these arguments, choosing
rather to run the risk of being unjustly censur-
ed, than to resolve on making himself a public
party in an affair so contrary to his disposition
and character. A new incident, however, at
length overcame his reluctance. Mr Rousseau
had addressed a letter to a bookseller at Paris,
in which he directly accuses Mr Hume of hav-
ing entered into a league with his enemies to
betray and defame him; and in which he
boldly defies Mr Hume to print the papers he
had in his hands. This letter was communi-
cated to several persons in Paris, was translat-
ed into English, and the translation printed in
the public papers in London. An accusation
and defiance so very public could not be suf-
fered to pass without reply, while any long
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silence on the part of Mr Hume might ha.ve
been interpreted little in his favour.

Besides, the mews of this dxspute had spread
itself over Europe and the opinions entertain<
ed of it were various. It had doubtless been
much happ1er if the whole affair had been
buried in oblivion, and remained a profound
secret ; but as it was impossible to prevent the
public interesting itself in the controversy, it
became necessary at least that the truth of the
matter should be known. Mr Hume’s friends
unitedly represented to him all these reasons,
the force of which he was at length convinced
of ; and seeing the necessity, consented, fhough
with reluctance, to the prmtmg of hxs memo-
rial.

The narrative, and notes, are translated from
the English.* The letters of Mr Rousseau,
which serve as authentic proofs of the facts
are exact copies of the originals. .

This pamphlet contains many strange instan-
ces of singularity, that will appear extraordi-
nary enough to those who will give themselves -

* And are now re-translated, for the most part, from the French, the
French editors having taken some liberties, not without Mr Hume’s con«
sent, with the English original.~ English translator.

} in the present edition Mr Hume’s letters are printed verbatim ; and
to Mr Rousseau’s the translator hath endeavoured'to do Justlee, as well
with regard to the sense as the expression. Not that he can flatter him.
self with having always succeeded in the latter. He has taken the li-
berty also to add a note or two, regarding some particular circumstances
which had come to his knowledge,
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the trouble to peruse it. Those who do not

choose to take the trouble, however, may possi- .

bly do better, as its contents are of little im-
portance, except to these who are immediately
interested.

On the whole, Mr Hume, in offering to the
public the genuine pieces of his trial, has au-
thorized -us to declare, that he will never take
up the pen again on the subject. Mr Rous-
seau indeed may return to the charge ; he may
produce suppositions, misconstruetions, infer-
ences, and new declamations ; he may create
and realize new phantoms, and envelop them in
the clouds of his rhetoric, he will meet with no
more contradiction. The facts are all laid be-
fore the public;* and Mr Hume submits his
cause to the determination of every man of sense
and probity.

* The original letters of both parties will be lodged in the British
Museum, on account of the above mentioned defi of Mr Rot y
and his subsequent insinuation, that if they should be published, they
would be falsified.
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AN
ACCOUNT OF THE CONTROVERSY
BETWEEN

Mr HUME axp Mr ROUSSEAU.

August 1, 1766.
Myr connexion with Mr Rousseau began in
1762, when the Parliament of Paris had issued
an arret for apprehending him, on account of
his Emilius. 1 was at that time at Edinburgh.
A person of great worth wrote to me from Paris,
that Mr Rousseau intended to seek an asylum
in England, and desired I would do him all the
good offices in my power. As I conceived Mr
Rousseau had actually put his design in execu-
tion, I wrote to several of my friends in Lon.
don, recommending this celebrated exile to
their favour. I wrote also immediately to My
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Rousseau himself; assuring him of my desire
to oblige, and readiness to serve him. At the
same time, I invited him to come to Edinburgh,
if the situation would be agreeable, and offered
him a retreat in my own house, so long as he
should please to partake of it. There needed
no other motive to excite me to this act of hu-
manity, than the idea given me of Mr Rous-
seau’s personal character, by the friend who
had recommended him, his well known genius
and abilities, and above all, his misfortunes ; the
very cause of which was an additional reason
to interest me in his favour, The following is
the answer I received.

Mr ROUSSEAU 1o Mr HUME.

Matiers- Travers, Feb. 19, 1763.

Sir,

I oD not receive till lately, and at this
p]ace the letter you did me the honour to di-
rect to me at London, the 2d of July last, on
the supposition that I was then arrived at that
capital. * I should doubtless have made choice
of 4 retreat in your country, and as near as pos-
sible to yourself, if I had foreseen what a recep-
tion I.was to meet with in my own.. No other
uation could claim. a preference to England.

And this prepossession, for.which I.have dearly
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suffered, was at that time too natural not to be
very excusable ; but, to my great astonishment,
as well as that of the public, I have met with
nothing but affronts and insults, where I hoped
to have found consolation at least, if not grati-
tude. How many reasons have I not to regret
the want of that asylum and philosophical hos-
p;tahty I should have found with you! My
misfortunes, indeed, have constantly seemed to
lead me in a manner that way. The protection
and kindness of my Lord Marshall, your wor-
thy and illustrious countryman, hath brought
Scotland home to me, if I may so express my-
self, in the midst of Switzerland ; he hath made
you so often bear a part in our conversation,
hath brought me so well acquainted with your
virtues, which I before was only with your ta-
lents, that he inspired me with the most tender
friendship for you, and the most ardent desire
of obtaining yours, before I even knew you
were disposed to grant it. Judge then of the
pleasure I feel, at finding this inclination reci-
procal. No, Sir, I should pay your merit but
‘half its due, if it were the subject only of my
admiration. Your great impartiality, together
with your amazing penetration and genius,
would lift you far above the rest of. mankind,
if you were less attached to them by the good.-
ness of your heart. My Lord Marshal, in ac-
quainting me that. the amiableness.of your dis-
position was still greater than the sublimity.of
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your genius, rendered a correspondence with
you every day more desirable, and cherished in
me those wishes which he inspired, of ending
my days near you. -Ob, Sir, that a better state
of health, and more convenient circumstances,
would but enable me to take such a journey in
the manner I could like! Could I but hope to
see you and my Lord Marshal one day settled
in your own country, which should for ever
after be mine, I should be thankful, in such a
society, for the very misfortunes that led me
into it, and should account the day of* its com-
mencement as the first of my life. 'Would to
Heaven I might live to see that happy day,
though now more to be desired than expected!
‘With what transports should I not exclaim, on
setting foot in that happy country which gave
birth to David Hume and the Lord Marshal of
Scotland !

Salve, facis mihi debita tellus!
Heec domus, heec patria est.

“J.J.R.

This letter is not published from a motive of.

. vanity ; as will be seen presently, when I give
the reader a recantation of all the eulogies it
contains ; but only to complete the course of
our correspondence, and to show that I have
been long since disposed to Mr Rousseau’s
service,
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From this time our correspondence entirely
ceased, till about the middle of last autumn
(1765), when it was renewed by the following
accident. A certain lady of Mr Rousseau’s ac-
quaintance, being on a journey to one of the
French provinces, bordering on Switzerland,
had taken that opportumty of paying a visit to
our solitary philosopher, in his retreat at Mo-
tiers-Travers. To this lady he complained,
that his situation in Neufchatel was become
extremely disagreeable, as well on account of
the superstition of the people, as the resent-
ment of the clergy; and that he was afraid he
should shortly be under the necessity of seek-
ing an asylum elsewhere ; in which case, Eng-
land appeared to him, from the nature of its
laws and government, to be the only place to
which he could retire with perfect security ;
adding, that my Lord Marshal, his former pro-
tector, had advised him to put himself under
my protection, (that was the term he was pleased
to make use of), and that he would according-
ly address himself to me, if he thought it would
not be giving me too much trouble.

I was at that time charged with the affairs
of England at the court of France ; but as I
had the prospect of soon returning to London,
I could not reject a propesal made to me under
such circumstances, by a man so celebrated for
his genius and misfortunes. As soon as I was
thus informed, therefore, of the situation and
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intenttous -of Mr- Rousseau, I wrote to Him,
making him an offer of my services; to which
he returned the following answer.

Mg ROUSSEAU 10 Mr HUME.

Strasbourg, Dec. 4, 1765.

Sir, .

Your goodness affects me as much as it
does me honour. The best reply I can make
to your offers is to accept them, which I do. I
shall set out in five or six days to throw myself
into your arms. Such is the advice of my Lord
Marshal, my protector, friend and father ; it is
the advice also of Madam * * * { whose good
sense and benevolence serve equally for my di-
rection and consolation; in fine, I may say it
is the advice of my own heart, which takes a
pleasure in being indebted to the most illustri-
trious of my contemporaries, to a man whose
goodness surpasses his glory. I sigh after a
solitary and free retirement, wherein I might
~ finish my days in peace, If this be procured
me by means of your benevolent solicitude, I

+ The person here mentioned desired her name might be suppressed.
French Editor, .

As the motive to the suppression of the lady's name can hardly be sup-
posed to extend to this country, the English translator takes the liberty
to mention the name of the Marchioness de Verdelin,
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shall then enjoy at once the pleasure of the ‘only
blessing my heart desires, and also that of being
indebted for it to you. I am, Sir, with all my
heart, &c. _
J.J.R.

- Not that T had deferred till this time my en-
deavours to be useful to Mr Rousseau. The
following letter was communicated to me by
Mr Clairaut, some weeks before his death.

M=r ROUSSEAU 1o Mz CLAIRAUT.

Motiers-Travers, March 3, 1765.
SIR,

‘THE remembrance of your former kmd-
ness, induces me to be again importunate. It
is to desire you will be so good, for the second
time, to be the censor of one of my perform-
ances. It is a very paltry rhapsody, which I
compiled many years ago, under the title of 4
Musical Dictionary, and am now obliged to re-
publish it for subsistence. 'Amidst the torrent
of misfortunes that overwhelm me, Iam not in
a situation to review the work ; which, I know,
is full of oversights and mistakes. If any in-
terest you may take in the lot of the most un-
fortunate of mankind, should induce you to be«
stow a little more attention on his work than
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on that of another, I should be extremely ob-
liged to you, if you would take the trouble to
correct such errors as you may meet with in
the perusal. To point them out, without cor-
recting them, would be doing nothing, for I
am absolutely incapable of paying the least at-
tention to such a work ; so that if you would
but condescend to alter, add, retrench, and, in
short, use it as you would do your own, you
would do a great charity, for which I should
be extremely thankful. Accept, Sir, my most

humble excuses and salutations.
J.J.R.

It is with reluctance I say it, but I am com-
pelled to it; I now know of a certainty that
this affectation of extreme poverty and distress
was a mere pretence, a petty kind of imposture
which Mr Rousseau successfully employed to
excite the compassion of the public; but I
was then very far from suspecting any such ar-
tifice. I must own, I felt on this occasion an
emotion of pity, mixed with indignation, to
" think a man of letters of such eminent merit,
should be reduced, in spite of the simplicity of
his manner of living, to such extreme indi-
gence ; and that this unhappy state should be
rendered more intolerable by sickness, by the
approach of old age, and the implacable rage
of persecution. I knew that many persons im-
puted the wretchedness of Mr Rousseau to his

;
{
:
i
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excessive pride, which induced him to refuse
the assistace of his friends; but I thought
this fault, if it were a fault, was a very respect-
able one. 'Too many men of letters have de-
based their character in stooping so low as to
solicit the assistance of persons of wealth or
power, unworthy of affording them protection ;
and I conceived thata noble pride, even though
carried to excess, merited some indulgence in
a man of genius, who, borne up by a sense of
his own superiority and a love of indepen-
dence, should have braved the storms of for-
tune and the insults of mankind. I proposed,
therefore, to serve Mr Rousseau in his own
way. I desired Mr Clairaut, accordingly, to
give me his letter, which I showed to several
of Mr Rousseau’s friends and patrons in Paris,
At the same time I proposed to them a scheme
by which he might be relieved, without sus-
pecting any thing of the matter. This was to
engage the bookseller, who was to publish his
Dictionary, to give Mr Rousseau a greater sum
for the copy than he had offered, and to in-
demnify him by paying him the difference.
- But this project, which could not be executed
- without the assistance of Mr Clairaut, fell to
the ground at the unexpected decease of that
 learned and respectable academician.

- Retaining, however, still the same idea of
Mr Rousseau’s excessive poverty, I constantly
retained the same inclination to oblige him ;

VoL, 1. e
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and when I was informed of his intention to
go to England under my conduct, I formed a
scheme much of the same kind with that I
could not execute at Paris. I wrote imme-
diately to my friend, Mr John Stewart of Buck-
ingham Street, that T had an affair to com-
municate to him, of sa secret and delicate a na-
ture, that I should not venture even to commit
it to paper, but that he might learn the parti-
culars of Mr Elliot (now Sir Gilbert Elliot),
who would soon return from Paris to London.
The plan was this, and was really communi-
cated by Mr Elliot some time after to Mr
Stewart, who was at the same time enjoined to
the greatest secrecy.

Mr Stewart was to look out for some honest
disereet farmer in his neighbourhood in the
country, who might be willing to lodge and
board Mr Rousseau and his gouvernante in a
very decent and plentiful manner, at a pension
which Mr Stewart might settle at fifty or sixty
pounds a year ; the farmer engaging to keep
such agreement a profound secret, and to re-
ceive from Mr Rousseau only twenty or twen-
ty-five pounds a year, I engaging to supply the
difference.

It was not long before Mr Stewart wrote me
word he had found a situation which he con-
ceived might be agreeable ; on which I desir-
ed he would get the apartment furnished in 2
proper and convenient manner at my expense.
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But this scheme, in which there could not pos-

- sibly enter any motive of vanity on my part,

secrecy being a necessary condition of its exe-
cution, did not take place, other designs pre-
senting themselves more convenient and a-
greeable. The fact, however, is well known
both to Mr Stewart and Sir Gilbert Elliot.

It will not be improper here to mention an-
other plan concerted with the same intentions.
I had accompanied Mr Rousseau into a very
pleasant part of the county of Surry, where he
spent two days at Colonel Webb’s, Mr Rous-
seau seeming to me highly delighted with the
natural and solitary beauties of the place.
Through the means of Mr Stewart, therefore,
I entered into treaty with Colonel Webb for’
the purchasing the house, with a little estate
adjoining, in order to make a settlement for
Mr Rousseau. If, after what has passed, Mr
Rousseau’s testimony be of any validity, I may
appeal to himself for the truth of what I ad-
vance. But be this as it will, these facts are
well known to Mr Stewart, to General Clarke,
and in part to Colonel Webb.

But to proceed in my narrative. Mr Rous-
seau came to Paris, provided with a passport.
which his friends had obtained for him. I
conducted him to England. For upwards of
two months after our arrival, I employed my-‘
self and my friends in looking out for some
agreeable situation for him., We gave way to

e2
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all his caprices ; excused all his singularities ;
indulged him in all his humours ; in short, nei-
ther time nor trouble was spared to procure
him what he desired ; * and, notwithstanding
he rejected several of the projects which I had
laid out for him, yet I thought myself suffi-
ciently recompensed for my trouble by the gra-
titude and even affection with which he appear-
ed to repay my solicitude.

At length his present settlement was propos-
ed and approved. Mr Davenport, a gentle-
man of family, fortune and worth, offered him
his house at Wooton, in the county of Derby,
where he himself seldom resides, and at which
Mr Rousseau and his housekeeper are boarded
at a very moderate expense.

‘When Mr Rousseau arrived at Wooton, he
wrote me the following letter.

& It is probably to this excessive and ill-judged complaisance Mr
Hume may in a great degree impute the disagreeable consequences that
Have followed, There is no end in indulging caprice, nor any prudence
in doing it, when it is known to be such, It may be thought humane
to indulge the weak of body or mind, the decrepitude of age, and imbe-
cility of childhood; but even here it too often proves cruelty to the'very
parties indulged. How much more inexcusable, therefore, is it to che-
rish the absurdities of whim and singularity in men of genius and abili-
ties! How is it possible to make a man easy or happy in a world, to
whose customs and maxims he is determined to run retrograde? - No,
Capricious men; like froward children, should be left to kick against the
pricks, and vent their spleen unnoticed. - To humour, is only to spoil
them,~English Translator.
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MR ROUSSEAU TO MR HUME.

Wooton, March 22, 1766.

You see already, my dear patron, by the date
of my letter, that I am arrived at the place of
my destination ; but you cannot see all the
charms which ‘I find in it. To do this, you
should be acquainted with the situation, and
be able to read my heart. You ought, how-
ever, to read at least those of my sentiments
with respect to you, and which you have so
well deserved. If I live in this agreeable asy-
lum as happy as I hope to do, one of the great-
est pleasures of my life will be, to reflect that I
owe it to you. To make another happy, is to
deserve to be happy one’s self. May you there-
fore find in yourself the reward of all you have
done for me! Had I been alone, I might per-
haps have met with hospitality ; but I should
have never relished it so highly as I now do in
owing it to your friendship. Retain still that
friendship for me, my dear patron; love me
for my sake, who am so much indebted to you;
love me for your ewn, for the good you have
done me. Y am sensible of the full.value of
your sincere friendship: it is the object of my
ardent wishes : I am ready to repay it with all
mine, and feel something in my heart which
nay one day convince you that it is not with-
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out its value. As, for the reasons agreed on
between us, I shall receive nothing by the post,
you will be pleased, when you have the good-
ness to write to me, to send your letters to Mr
Davenport. The affair of the carriage is not
yet adjusted, because I know I was imposed
on. Itisa trifling fault, however, which may
be only the effect of an obliging vanity, unless
it should happen to be repeated. If you were
concerned in it, I would advise you to give up,
once for all, these little impositions, which
cannot proceed from any good motive, when
converted into snares for simplicity. I em-
brace you, my dear patron, with the same cor-
diality which I hope to find in you,
JJJ.R.

Some few days after, I received from him
another letter, of which the following is a copy.

MR ROUSSEAU TO MR HUME,

Woolon, Marck 29, 1766.

You will see, my dear patron, by the letter
Mr Davenport will have transmitted you, how
agreeably I find myself situated in this place.
I might perhaps be more at my ease if I were
less noticed ; but the solicitude of so polite an
host as mine is too obliging to give offence;
and as there is nothing in life without its in-
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convenience, that of being too goved is one
of those which is the most tolerable. I find
a much greater inconvenience in not being
able to make the servants understand me,
and particularly in my not understanding
them. Luckily Mrs le Vasseur serves me as
interpreter, and her fingers speak better than
my tongue, There is one advantage, how-
ever, attending my ignorance, which is a
kind of compensation ; it serves to tire and
keep at a distance impertinent visitors. The
minister of the parish came to see me yes-
terday, who, finding that I spoke to him only
in French, would not speak to me in Eng-
lish, so that our interview was almost a silent
one. I have taken a great fancy to this expe-
dient, and shall make use of it with all my
neighbours, if I have any. Nay, should I even
learn to speak English, I would converse with
them only in French, especially if I were so
happy as to find they did not understand a
word of that language ; an artifice this, much
of the same kind with that which the Negroes
pretend s practised by the monkeys, who, they
say, are capable of speech, but cannot be pre-
vailed upon to talk, lest they should be set to
work,

It is not true in any sense that I agreed to
accept of a model from Mr Gosset asa present,
On the contrary, I asked him the price, which
he told me was a guinea and half, add ing that
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he intended to present me with it; an offer I
did not accept. I desire you therefore to pay
him for it, and Mr Davenport will be so good
as repay you the money. And -if Mr: Gosset
does not consent to be paid for it, it must be
returned to him, and purchased by some other
hand. It is designed for Mr du Peyrou, who
_desired long since to have my portrait, and
‘caused one to be painted in miniature, which
is not at all like me. You were more fortu-
nate in this respect than me; but I am sorry
that, by your assiduity to serve me, you de-
prived me of the pleasure of dxschargmg the
same friendly obligation with regard to your-
gelf. Be so good, my dear patron,” as to order
the model to be sent to Messrs Guinand and
Hankey, Little St Helen’s, Bishopsgate Street,
in order to be transmitted to Mr du Peyrou by
the first safe conveyance. It hath been a frost
ever since I have been here ; the snow falis
daily ; and the wind is cutting and severe;
notwithstanding all which, I had rather lodge
in the hollow trunk of an old tree, in this
country, than in the most superb apartment in
London. Good day, my dear patron. I em-
brace you with all my heart. ~  J.J. R.

Mr Rousseau and I having agreed not to lay
each other under any restraint by a continued
correspondence, the only subject of our future
etters was the obtaining a pension for him from
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the King of England, which was then in agita-
tion, and of which affair the following is a con-
cise and faithful relation.

As we were conversing together one even-
ing at Calais, where we were detained by con-
trary winds, I asked Mr Rousseau if he would
not accept of a pension from the King of Eng-
land, in case his Majesty should be pleased to
grant him one. To this he replied, it was a
matter of some difficulty to resolve on, but
that be should be entirely directed by the ad-
vice of my Lord Marshall. Encouraged by
this answer, I no sooner arrived in London
than I addressed myself to his Majesty’s Mi-
nisters, and particularly to General Conway,
Secretary of State, and General Greme, Secre-
tary and Chamberlain to the Queen. Appli-
cation was accordingly made to their Majes-
ties, who, with their usual goodness, consent-
ed, on condition only that the affair should
not be made public. Mr Rousseau and I both
wrote to my Lord Marshall ; and Mr Rous-
seau expressly observed in his letter, that-the
circumstance of the affair’s being to be kept
secret was very agreeable to him. The con-
sent of my Lord Marshall arrived, as may rea-
dily be imagined ; soon after which Mr Rous-
seau set out for Wooton, while the business re-
mained some time in suspense, on account of
the indisposition of General Conway.

In the mean time, I began to be afraid, from
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what I had observed of Mr Rousseau’s dispo-
sition and character, that his natural restlessness
of mind would prevent the enjoyment of that re-
pose, to which the hospitality and security he
found in England invited him. I saw, with in-
finite regret, that he was born for storms and
tumults, and that the disgust which might suc-
ceed the peaceful enjoyment of solitude and
tranquillity, would soon render him a burthen
to himself and every body about him. * But,
as I lived at the distance of an hundred and
fifty miles from the place of his residence, and
was constantly employed in doing him good
offices, I did not expect that I myself should be
the victim of this unhappy disposition.

It 13 necessary to introduce here a letter,
which.was written last winter, at Paris, in the
name of the king of Prussia.

MY DEAR JOHN JAMES,
You have renounced Geneva, your
native soil. You have been driven from Swit-

4 In forming the opinion of Mr Rousseau’s disposition, Mr Hume
was by no means singular, The striking features of Mr Rousseau’s ex-
traordimary character having been strongly marked in the criticisms on
his several writings, in the Monthly Review, particularly in the aceount
of bis Letters from the Mountains, in the appendix to the 31st vol. of that
work, where this celebrated genius is described, tnerely from the general
tenott of his writings and the outlines of his public conduct, to be exact-
1y such a kind of person as Mr Hume hath discovered him from intimate
and personal acquaintance.—English iranslator,
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zerland, a country of which you have made such
boast in your writings. In France you are out-
lawed : come then to me, I admire your ta-
lents, and amuse myself with your reveries ;
on which, however, by the way, you bestow too
much time and attention. It is high time to grow
prudent and happy; you have made yourself
sufficiently talked of for singularities little be-
coming & truly great man: show your enemies
that you have sometimes common sense : this
will vex them without hurting you. My do-
minions afford you a peaceable retreat: I am
desirous to do you good, and will do it, if you
can but think it such, But if you are deter-
mined to refuse my assistance, you may expect
that I shall say not a word about it to any one,
If you persist in perplexing your brains to find
out new misfortunes, choose such as you like
best ; T am a king, and can make you as miser-
able as you can wish ; at the same time, I will
engage to do that which your enemies never
will, I will cease to persecute you, when you
are no longer vain of persecution.
Your sincere friend,
FREDERICK.

This letter was written by Mr Horace Wal-
pole, about three weeks before I left Paris; but
though we lodged in the same hotel, and were
often together, Mr Walpole, out of regard to
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me, carefully concealed this piece of pleasantry
till after my departure, He then showed it to
some friends, who took copies; and those of
course presently multiplied ; so that this little
piece had been spread with rapidity all over
Europe, and was in every body’s hands when I
‘'saw it, for the first time, in London.

I believe every one will allow, who knows any
thing of the liberty of this country, that such a
piece of raillery could not, even by the utmost
influence of kings, lords and commons, by all
the authority ecclesiastical, civil and military,
be kept from finding its way to the press. It
was accordingly published in the St James’s

‘Chronicle, and a few days after I was very much
“suprised to find the following piece in the same

paper.

MR ROUSSEAU.TO THE AUTHOR OF THE ST JAMES'S
CHRONICLE.

Wooton, April ‘Tih, 1766,
SIR,

You have been wanting in that respect
which every private person owes to crowned
heads, in publickly ascribing to the King of
Prussia, a letter full of baseness and extrava-
gance; by which circumstance alone, you might
be very well assured - he could not be the au-
thor. You have even dared to subscribe his
name, as if you had seen him ‘write it with his
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own hand. I inform you, Sir, that this letter
was fabricated at Paris, and, what rends and af-
flicts my heart, that the impostor hath hlS ac-
complices in England.

In justice to_the King of Prussia, to truth,
and to myself, you ought therefore to print the
letter I am now writing, and to which I set my
name, by way of reparation for a fault, whick
you would undoubtedly reproach yourself for
if youknew of what atrociousness you have been
made the instrument, Sir, I make you my

sincere salutations.
J.J.R.

I was sorry to see Mr Rousseau display such
an excess of sensibility, on account of so simple
and unavoidable an incident, as .the publica-
tion of this pretended letter from the King of
Prussia. But I should have accused myself of
amost black and malevolent disposition, if I
had imagined Mr Rousseau could have suspect-
ed me to have been the editor of it, or that he
had intentionally directed his resentment a-
gainst me. He now informs me, however, that
this was really the case. Just eight days be-
fore, I had received a letter, written in the most'
amicable terms imaginable.* T am, surely;
the last man in the world, who, in common
sense, ought to be suspected ; yet, without even

=% That of the 29th of March,
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the pretence of the smallest proof or probabi.
lity, I am, of a sudden, the first man not only
suspected, but certainly concluded to be the
publisher ; I am, without further inquiry or ex.
plication, intentionally insulted in a public
paper; I am, from the dearest friend, convert-
ed into a treacherous and malignant enemy ;
and all my present and past services are at one
stroke very artfully cancelled. Were it not
ridiculous to employ reasoning on such a sub-
ject, and with such a man, I might ask Mr
Rousseau, *“ Why I am supposed to have any
malignity against him?” My actions, in a
hundred instances, had sufficiently demonstrated
the contrary ; and it is not usual for favours
conferred to beget 1ll will in the person who
confers them. But supposing I had secretly
entertained an animosity towards him, would I
run the risk of a discovery, by so silly a ven-
geance, and by sending this piece to the press,
when Iknew, from the usual avidity of the
news-writers to find articles of intelligence, that
it must necessarily in a few days be laid hold
of ?

But not imagining that I was the abject of
so black and ridiculous a suspicion, I pursued
my usual train, by serving my friend in the least
doubtful manner. I renewed my applications
to General Conway, as soon as the state of that
gentleman’s health permitted it: the General
applies again to his Majesty : his Majesty’s con-
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sent is renewed : the Marquis of Rockingham,
first Commissioner of the Treasury, is also ap-
plied to: the whole affair is happily finished ;
and full of joy, I conveyed the intelligence to
my friend. On which Mr Conway soon after
received the following letter.

MR ROUSSEAU TO GENERAL CONWAY.

May 12th, 1766.

SIR :
" ArrEcTED with amost lively sense of the

favour his Majesty hath honoured me with, and
with that of your goodness, which procured it
me, it affords me the most pleasing sensation
to reflect, that the best of Kings, and the Mini-
ster most worthy of his confidence, are pleased
to interest themselves in my fortune. This,
Sir, is an advantage of which I am justly tena-
cious, and which I will never deserve to lose.
But it is necessary I should speak to you with
that frankness you admire. After the many
misfortunes that have befallen me, I thought
myself armed against all possible events. There
have happened to me some, however, which I
did not foresee, and which indeed an ingenuous
mind ought not to have foreseen: hence it is that
they affect me by so much the more severely.
The trouble in which they involve me, indeed,
deprives me of the ease and presence of mind.
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necessary to direct my conduct: all I can rea-
sonably do, under so distressed a situation, is to
suspend my resolutions about every affair of
such importance as is that in agitation. So
far from refusing the heneficence of the King
from pride, as is imputed to me, I am proud
of acknowledging it, and am only sorry I can-
not do it more publicly. But when I actually
receive it, I would be able to give up myself
entirely to those sentiments which it would na-
turally inspire, and to have an heart replete
with gratitude for his Majesty’s goodness and
yours. X am not at all afraid this manner of
thinking will make any alteration in yours to-
wards me. Deign, therefore, Sir, to preserve
that goodness for me, till a more happy op-
portunity, when you will be satisfied that I de-
fer taking the advantage of it, only to render
myself more worthy of it. I beg of you, Sir,
to accept of my most humble and respectful

salutations. ,
J.J. R.

This letter appeared both to General Con-
way and me a plain refusal, as long as the arti-
cle of secrecy was insisted on; but as I knew
that Mr Rousseau had been acquainted with
that condition from the beginning, I was the
less surprised at his silence towards me. I
thought that ‘my friend, conscious of having
treated me ill in_this affair, was ashamed to
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write to me; and having prevailed on General
Conway to keep the matter still open, I wrote
a very friendly letter to Mr Rousseau, exhort-
ing him to return to his former way of think-
ing, and to accept of the pension.

As to the deep distress which he mentions to
General Conway, and which, he says, deprives
him even of the use of his reason, I was set
very much at ease on that head, by receiving a
letter from Mr Davenport, who told me, that
his guest was at that very time extremely hap-
py, easy, cheerful, and even sociable. I saw
plainly, in this event, the usual infirmity of my
friend, who wishes to interest the world in his
favour, by passing for sickly, and persecuted,
and distressed, and unfortunate, beyond all
measure, even while he is the most happy and
contented. His pretences of an extreme sen-
sibility had been too frequently repeated, to
have any effect on a man who was so well ac-
quainted with them.

I waited three weeks in vain for an answer:
I thought this a little strange, and I even wrote
s0 to Mr Davenport ; but having to do with a
very odd sort of a man, and still accounting for
his silence by supposing him ashamed to write
to me, I was resolved not to be discouraged,
nor to lose the opportunity of domg him an es-
sential service, on account of a vain ceremonial,
I accordingly renewed my applications to the
Ministers, and was so happy as to be enabled

VOL. 1. S
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to write the following letter to Mr Rousseau,
the only one of so old a date of which I have

8 copy.
MR HUME TO MR BOUSSEAU,
Lisle-street, Leicester-fields, 19th June, 1766.

As T have not received any answer from you,
I conclude, that you persevere in the same re-
solution of refusing all marks of his Majesty’s
goodness, as long as they must remain a se-
cret. I have therefore applied to General Con-
“way to have this condition removed ; and I
~ was so fortunate as to obtain his promise that
he would speak to the King for that purpose.
It will only be requisite, said he, that we
know previously from Mr Rousseau, whether
he would accept of a pension publicly granted
him, that his Majesty may not be exposed to a
second refusal. He gave me authority to write
to you on that subject ; and I beg to hear your
resolution as soon as possible, If you give
your consent, which I earnestly entreat you to
Ao, I know, that I could depend on the good
fices of the Duke of Richmond, to second
General Conway’s application; so that I have
no doubt of success. Iam, my Dear Sir,

Yours, with great sincerity,
D. H.

In five days.I received the following answer:
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MR ROUSSEAU TO MB HUME,
Wooton, June 23d, 1766.

I nacINeD, Sir, that my silence, truly inter-
preted by your own conscience, had said e-
nough ; but since you have some design in not
understanding me, I shall speak. You have
but ill disguised yourself. I know you, and
you are not ignorant of it. Before we had
any personal connections, quarrels, or disputes;
while we knew each other only by literary re-
putation, you affectionately made me the offer
of the good offices of yourself and friends. Af-
fected by this generosity, I threw myself into
your arms ; you brought me to England, ap-
parently to procure me an asylum, but in fact
to bring me to dishonour. You applied to this
noble work, with a zeal worthy of your heart,
and a success worthy of your-abilities. You
needed not have taken so much pains: you
live and converse with the world ; I with my-
self in solitude. The public love to be de-
ceived, and you were formed to deceive them.
I know one man, however, whom you can not
deceive ; I mean myself. You know with what
horror my heart rejected the first suspicion of
your designs, You know I embraced you with
tears in my eyes, and told you, if you were
not the best of men, you must be the blackest

2
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of mankind. In reflecting on your private
conduct, you must say to yourself sometimes,
you are not the best of men : under which con-
viction, I doubt much if ever you will be the
happiest.
" T leave your friends and you to carry on your
'schemes as you please ; giving up to you, with-
out regret, my reputation during life ; certain
that, sooner or later, justice will be done to that
of both. As to your good offices in matters of
interest, which you have made use of as a
‘mask, I thank you for them, and shall dispense
‘with profiting by them. I ought not to hold
a correspondence with you any longer, or to
‘accept of it to my advantage in any affair in
‘which you are to be the mediator. Adieu, Sir,
T wish you the truest happiness; but as we
ought not to have any thing to say to each o-
ther for the future, this is the last letter you

‘will receive from me.
' J.J.R.

To this I immediately sent the following re-
Ply.

MR HUME TO MR ROUSSEAU.
June 26th, 1766.

As I am conscious of having ever acted to-
-wards you the most friendly part, of having
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always given the most tender, the most active
proofs of sincere affection ; you may judge of
my extreme surprize on perusing your epistle,
Such violent accusations, confined altogether
to generals, it is as impossible to answer, as it
is impossible to comprehend them. But affairs
cannot, must not remain on that footing, I
shall charitably suppose, that some infamous
calumniator has belied me to you. Butinthat
case, it is your duty, and I am persuaded it
will be your inclination, to give me an oppor-
tunity of detecting him, and of justifying my-
self ; which can only be done by yourmention.-
ing the particulars of which I am accused.
You say, that I myself know that I have been
false to you ; but I say it loudly, and will say
it to the whole world, that I know the contrary,
that T know my friendship towards you has
been unbounded and uninterrupted, and that
though instances of it have been very general-
}y remarked both in France and England, the
smallest part of it only has as yet come to the
knowledge of the public. I demand, that yon
will produce me the man who will assert the
contrary ; and abpve all, I demand, that he
will mention any one particular in whichI have
been wanting to yon. You owe this to me 3
you owe it to yourself; you owe it to truth, and
honour, and justice, and to every thing that
<an be deemed sacred among men. Asan ip-
Bocent man; I will pot say, as your friend ; I
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will not say, as your benefactor ; but, I repeat
it, as an innocent man, I claim the privilege of
proving my innocence, and of refitting any
scandalous lie which may have been invented
against me. Mr Davenport, to whom I have
sent a copy of your letter, ahd who will read
this before he delivers it, I am confident, will
second my demand, and will tell you, that tio-
_thing possibly can be more equitable. Happily
I have preserved the letter you wrote me after
your arrival at Wooton ; and you there express
in the strongest terms, indeed in terms too
strong, your satisfaction in my poor endeavours
to serve you: the little epistolary intercourse
which afterwards passed between us, has been
all employed on my side to the most friendly
purposes, Tell me, what has since given you
offence. Tell me of what I am accused. Tell
me the man who accuses me. Even after you
have fulfilled all these conditions, to my satis-
faction, and to that of Mr Davenport you will
have great difficulty to justify the employing
such outrageous terms towards a man, with
whom you have been so intimately connected,
and whom, on many accounts, you ought to
have treated with some regard and decency.

Mr Davenport knows the whole transaction
about your pension, because I thought it ne-
cessary that the person who had undertaken
your settlement, should be fully acquainted
with your circumstances ; lest he should be
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tempted to perform towards you concealed acts
of generosity, which, if they accidentally came
to your knowledge, might give you some

grounds of offence. I am, Sir,
D. H'

Mr Davenport’s authority procured me, in
three weeks, the following enormous letter ;
which however has this advantage, that it con-
firms all the material circumstances of the fore-
going narrative. I have subjoined a few notes
relative to some facts which Mr Rousseau hath
not truly represented, and leave my readers to
judge which of us deserves the greatest confi-
dence.

MR ROUSSEAU TO MR HUME.

Wooton, July 10, 1766.
Six,

I am indisposed, and little in a situa-
tion to write ; but you require an explanation,
and it must be given you: it was your own
fault youhad it not long since ; but you did not
desire it, and I was therefore silent: at present
you do, and I have sent it. It will be a long
one, for which I am very sorry; but I have
much to say, and would put an end to the sub-
ject at once.

As 1 live retired from the world, I am igno-
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rant of what passes in it. I have no party, no
associates, no intrigues; I am told nothing, and
I know only what I feel. But as care hath been
taken to make me severely feel; that I well
know. The first concern of those who engage
in bad designs is to secure themselves from
legal proofs of detection : it would not be very
advisable to seek a remedy against them at
law. The innate conviction of the heart ad-
‘mits of another kind of proof, which influences
the sentiments of honest men. You well know
the basis of mine.

You ask me, with great confidence, to name
your accuser. That accuser, Sir, is the only
man in the world whose testimony I should ad-
mit against you; it is yourself. I shall give
myself up, without fear or reserve, to the natu-
ral frankness of my disposition ; being an ene-
my to every kind of artifice, I shall speak with
the same freedom as if you were an indifferent
person, on whom I placed all that confidence
which I no longer have in you. I will give
you a history of the emotions of my heart, and
of what produced them ; while speaking of Mr
Hume in the third person, I shall make yourself
the judge of what I ought to think of him. Not-
~withstanding the length of my letter, I shall
_pursue no other order than that of my ideas, be-
ginning with the premises, and ending with the
_demonstration,

I quitted Switzerland, wearied out by the
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barbarous treatment I had undergone; but
which affected only my personal security, while
my honour was safe. I was going, as my heart
directed me, to join my Lord Marshal ; when
I received at Strasburg, a most affection-
ate invitation from Mr Hume, to go over
with him to England, where he promised me
the most agreeable reception, and more tran-
quillity than I have met with. I hesitated some
time between my old friend and my new one;
in this I was wrong. I preferred the latter, and
in this was still more so. But the desire of
visiting in person a celebrated nation, of which
I had heard both so much good and so much ill;
prevailed. Assured I could not lose George
Keith, I was flattered with the acquisition of
David Hume. His great merit, extraordinary
abilities, and established probity of character,
made me desirous of annexing his friendship
to that with which I was honoured by his il-
lustrious countrymen. Besides, I gloried not a
little in setting an example to men of letters,
in a sincere union between two men so different
in their principles.

Before I had received an invitation from the
King of Prussia, and my Lord Marshal, unde-
termined about the place of my retreat, I had
desired, and obtained by the interest of my
friends, a passport from the Court of France,
I made use of this, and went to Paris to join
Mr Hume. He saw, and perhaps saw too much
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of, the favourable reception I met with from a
great Prince, and I will venture to say, of the
public. I yielded, asit was my duty, though
with reluctance, to that eclat ; concluding how
far it must excite the envy of my enemies. At
the same time, I saw with pleasure, the regard
which the public entertained for Mr Hume,
senstbly increasing throughout Paris, on ac-
eount of the good work he had undertaken with
respect to me. Doubtless he was affected too;
but I know not if it was in the same manner as
I was. )

We set out with one of my friends, who came
to England almost entirely on my account.
When we were landed at Dover, transported
with the thoughts of having set foot in this
land of liberty, under the conduct of sa cele-
brated 'a person, I threw my arms round his
neck, and pressed him to my heart, without
speaking a syllable ; bathing his cheeks, as I
kissed them, with tears sufficiently expressive.
This was not the only, nor the most remark-
able instance I have given him of the effusions
of a heart full of sensibility. 1 know not
what he does with the recollection of them,
when that happens ; but I have a notion they
must be sometimes troublesome to him,

At our arrival in London, we were mightily
caressed and entertained : all ranks of people
eagerly pressing to give me marks of their be-
nevolence and esteem. Mr Hume presented
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me politely to every body ; and it was natural
for me to ascribe to him, as I did, the best part
of my good reception. My heart was full of
him. I spoke in his praise to every one, I
wrote to the same purpose to all my friends;
my attachment to him gathering every day new
strength, while his appeared the most affec-
tionate to me, of which he frequently gave me
instances that touched me extremely. That of
causing my portrait to be painted, however,
was not of the number. This seemed to me to
carry with it too much the affectation of popu-
larity, and had an air of ostentation which by
no means pleased me. All this, however, might
have been easily excusable, had Mr Hume been
a man apt to throw away his money, or had a
gallery of pictures with the portraits of his
friends. After all, I freely confess, that, on this
head, I may be in the wrong. ¥

But what appears to me an act of friendship
and generosity the most undoubted and esti-
mable, in a word, the most worthy of Mr Hume,
was the care he took to solicit for me, of his
own accord, a pension from the King, to which

* The fact was this. My friend, Mr Ramsay, a painter of eminence, and
8 man of merit, proposed to draw Mr Rousseau’s picture ; and when he
had begun it, told me he intended to make me a present of it. Thus the
design of having Mr Rousseau’s picture drawn did not come from me,
nor did it cost me any thing, Mr Rousseau, therefore, is equally con-
temptible in paying me & compliment for this pretended gallantry, in his
letter of the 29th March, and in converting it into ridicule here,=—Mr
Houz,
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most assuredly I had no right to aspire. As I
was a witness to the zeal he exerted in that af-
fair, I was greatly affected with it. Nothing
could flatter me more than a piece of service of
that nature ; not merely for the sake of interest;
for, too much attached, perhaps, to what I ac-
tually possess, I am not capable of desiring
what I have not, and, as I am able to subsist
on my labour, and the assistance of my friends,
I covet nothing more. But the honour of re-
ceiving testimonies of the goodness, I will not
say of so great a monarch, but of so good a
father, so good a husband, s0 good a master,
so good a friend, and, above all, so worthy a
man, was sensibly affecting: and when I con-
sidered farther, that the minister who had ob-
tained for me this favour, was a living instance
of that probity which of all others is the most
important to mankind, and at the same time
hardly ever met with in the only character
wherein it can be useful, I could not check the
emotions of my pride, at having for my bene-
factors three men, who of all the world I could
most desire to have my friends. Thus, so far
from refusing the pension offered me, I only
made one condition necessary for my accep-
tance ; this was the consent of a person, whom
I could not, without neglecting my duty, fail
to consult.

Being honoured with the civilities of all the
world, I endeavoured to make a proper return.
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In the mean time, my bad state of health, and
being accustomed to live in the country, made
my residence in town very disagreéeable. Im-
mediately country houses presented themselves
in plenty ; I had my choice of all the counties
of England. Mr Hume took the trouble to
receive these proposals, and to represent them
to me ; accompanying me to two or three in
the neighbouring counties. I hesitated a good
while in my choice, and he increased the diffi-
culty of determination. At length I fixed on
this place, and immediately Mr Hume settled
the affair ; all difficulties vanished, and I de-
parted ; arriving presently at this solitary, con-
venient, and agreeable habitation, where the
owner of the house provides every thing, and
nothing is wanting. I became tranquil, inde-
pendent ; and this seemed to be the wished-for
moment when all my misfortunes should have
an end. On the contrary, it was now they be-
gan; misfortunes more cruel than any I had
yet experienced.

Hitherto I have spoken in the fulness of my
heart, and to do justice, with the greatest plea-
sure, to the good offices of Mr Hume, Would
to Heaven that what remains for mhe to say
were of the same nature! It would never give
me pain to speak what would redound to his
honour ; nor is it proper to set a value on be-
nefits till one is accused of ingratitude, which
i the case at present. I will venture to make
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one observation, therefore, which renders it
pecessary. In estimating the services of Mr
Hume, by the time and the pains they. took
him up, they were of an infinite value, and that
still more from the gooed will displayed in their
performance ; but for the actual service they
were of to me, it was much more in appear-
ance than reality. I did not come over to beg
my bread in England ; I brought the means of
subsistence with me. I came merely to seek
an asylum in a country which is open to every
stranger without distinction. I was, besides,
not so totally unknown as that, if I had arriv-
ed alone, I should have wanted either assist-
ance or service. If some persons have sought
my acquaintance for the sake of Mr Hume,
others have sought it for my own, Thus, when
Mr Davenport, for example, was so kind as to
offer my present retreat, it was not for the sake
of Mr Hume, whom he did not know, and
whom he saw only in order to desire him to
make me his obliging proposal ; so that, when
Mr Hume endeavours to alienate from me this
worthy man, he takes that from me which he
did not give me.* All the good that hath
been done me, would bave been done me near-
ly the same without him, and perhaps better ;

® Mr Rousseau forms & wrong judgment of me, and ought to know
me better, 1 have written to Mr Davenpert, even since our rupture, to
engage him to continue bis kindness to his unhappy guestm—Mr Huzp,



HUME AND ROUSSEAU. 1xxii

but the evil would not have been done me at
all; for why should I have enemies in Eng-
land? 'Why are those enemies all the friends
of Mr Hume? Who could have excited their
enmity against me? It certainly was not I,
who knew nothing of them, nor ever saw them
in my life. I should not have had a single ene-~
my had I come to England alone. *

I have hitherto dwelt upon public and noto-
rious facts, which, from their own nature, and
my acknowledgment, have made the greatest
eclat. Those which are to follow are particu-
lar and secret, at least in their cause ; and all
possible measures have been taken to keep the
knowledge of them from the public; but as
they are well known to the person interested,
they will not have the less influence toward his
own conviction.

A very short time after our arrival in Lon-
don, I observed an absurd change in the minds
of the people regarding me, which soon became
very apparent. Before I arrived in England,
there was not a nation in Europe in which I

* How strenge are the effects of a disordered imagination! Mr
Rousseau tells us he is ignorant of what passes in the world, and yet
talks of the enemies he has in England How does he know this?
Where did he see them ? He hath received nothing but marks of bene-
ficence and hospitality. Mr Walpole is the only person who hath thrown
out a little piece of raillery against him ; but is not therefore his enemy.
If Mr Rousseau could have seen things exactly as they are, he would
have seen that he had no other friend in England but me, and no other
enemy but himselfmDr Hucs. )
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had a greater reputation, I will venture to say,
or was held in greater estimation. The public
papers were full of encomiums on me, and a
general outery prevailed on my persecutors, ¥
This was the case at my arrival, which was
published in the newspapers with triumph ;
England prided itself in affording me refuge,
and justly gloried on that occasion in its laws
and government ; when all of a sudden, with-
out the least assignable cause, the tone was
changed, and that so speedily and totally, that,
of all the caprices of the public, never was
known any thing more surprising. The signal
was given in a certain Magazine, equally full of
follies and falsehoods, in which the author, be-
ing well informed, or pretending to be so, gives
me out for the son of a musician. From this
time + I was constantly spoken of in print in a

* That a general outcry should prevail against Mr Rousseau’s perse-
cutors in England, is no wonder. Such an outery would have prevailed
from sentiments of humanity, had he been a person of much less note ; so
that this is no proof of his being esteemed. And as to the encomiums on
him inserted in the public newspapers, the value of such kind of puffs is
well known in England. 1 have already observed, that the authors of
more respectable works were at no loss what to think of Mr Rousseau,
but hiad formed a proper judgment of him long before his arrival in Eng-
land, The genius which displayed itself in his writings did by no means
blind the eyes of the more sensible part of mankind to the absurdity and

“inconsistency of his opinions and conduct. In exclaiming against Mr

Rousseau’s fanatical persecutors, they did not think him the more pos-
sessed of the true spirit of martyrdom. The general opinion indeed was,
that he had too much philosophy to be very devout, and had too much
“devotion to have much philosophy.—FEnglisk Translator.

+ Mr Rousseau knows very little of the public judgment in England,
if he thinks it is to be influenced hy any story told in a certain Magazine.
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very equivocal or slighting manner. * Every
thing that had been published concerning my
misfortunes was misrepresented, altered; or plac-
ed in a wrong light, -and always as much as
possible to my disadvantage. So far was any
body from speaking of the reception I met with
at Paris, and which had made but too much
noise, it was not generally supposed that I durst
have appeared in that city, even one of Mr
Hume’s friends being very much surprised
when I told him I came through it.
Accustomed as I had been too much to the
inconstancy of the public, to be affected by this
instance of it, I could not help being astonish-
ed, however, at a change, so very sudden and
general, that not one of those who had so much
praised me in my absence, appeared, now I was
present, to think even of my existence. I
thought it something very odd that, immedi-
ately after the return of Mr Hume, who had so
much credit in London, with so much influence
over the booksellers and men of letters, and such
great connections with them, his presence

But, as T have before said, it was not from this time that Mr Rousseau
was slightingly spoke of, but long before, and that in a more consequen-
tial manner, Perhaps, indeed, Mr Rousseau ought in justice to impute
great part of those civilities he met with on his arrival, rather-to vanity
and curiogity than to respect and esteem.—Englisk Translator.

* So then I find I am to answer for every article of every Magazine
8nd newspaper printed in Evgland, T assure Mr Rousseau I would ra
ther answer for every robbery committed on the highway ; and I am en-
tirely as innocent of the one as the other.—Mr Huxz,

VOL. 1. g
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should produce an effect so contrary to what
might have been espected; that among .so
many writers of every kind, not one of his
friends should show himself to be mine ; while
it was easy to be seen, that those whe spoke of
- him were not his enemies, since, in neticing his
public character, they reported that I had come
through France under his protection, and
by favour of a passport which he had obtained
of the court ; nay, they almost went so far as
to insinuate; that I came over in his -retinue,
and at his expense. All this was of little sig-
nification, and was only singular; but what
was much more so, was, that his friends chang-
ed their tone with me as much as the public.
I shall always take a pleasure in saying that
they were still equally solicitous to serve
me, and that they exerted themselves greatly
in my favour ; but so far were they from show.
ing me the same respect, particularly the
gentleman at whose house we alighted on our
arrival, that he accompanied all his actions
with discourse so rude, and sometimes so insult-
ing, that ohe would have thought he had taken
an occasion to oblige me, merely to have a
xight to express his contempt. * His brother,

.. " ® Thia relates to my friend Mr John Stewart, who entertained Mr
Roussaeu at his house, and did him all the good offices in his power.
"Mr Rousseau, in complaining of this gentleman’s behaviour, forgets that
he wrote Mr Stewart a letter from Wooton, full of acknowledgments, and
just expressions of gratitude. What Mr Rousseau adds, regarding the -
brother of Mr Stewart, is neither civil nor true,m=Mr Hyam. f



HUME AND ROUSSEAU. 1xxvil

who was at first very polite and obliging, alter-
ed his behaviour with so little reserve, that he
would hardly deign to speak a single word to
me, even in their own house, in return to a
civil salutation, or to pay any of those civilities
which are usually paid in like circumstances to
strangers, Nothing new had happened, how-
ever, except the arrival of J. J. Rousseau and
David Hume: and certainly the cause of these
alterations did not come from me, unless, in-
deed, too great a portion of simplicity, discre-
tion, and modesty, be the cause of offence in
England. As to Mr Hume, he was so far
from assuming such a disgusting tone, that he
gave into the other extreme. I have always
looked upon flatterers with an eye of suspicion :
and he was so full of all kinds * of flattery, that
he even obliged me, when I could bear it no
longer, + to tell him my sentiments on that head.
His behaviour wassuch as to render few words
necessary, yet I could have wished he had sub-
stituted, in the rooni of such gross encomiums,

® I shall mention only one, that made me smile; this was, his atten-
tion to have, every time I came to see him, a volume of Eloisa upon his
table; as if I did not know enough of Mr Hume’s taste for reading, as
to be well assured, that of all books in the world, Eloisa must be ane of
the most tiresome to him.—Mr Rousszav. -~

t The reader may judge from the two first letters of Mr Rousseau,
which I published with that view, on which side the flatteries commenced,
As far the rest, I loved and esteemed Mr Roussean, and took a pleasure
in giving him to understand so. 1 might perhaps be too lavish in my
Praises ; but.I can assure the reader he never once complained of itome
Mr Hyay,

g2
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sometimes the language of a friend; but I
never found any thing in his, which savoured
of true friendship, not even in his manner of
speaking of me to others in my presence. One
would have thought that, in endeavouring to
procure me patrons, he strove to deprive me
of their good will; that he sought rather to
bave me assisted than loved ; and I have been
sometimes surprised at the rude turn he hath
given to my behaviour before people who might
not unreasonably have taken offence at it. I
shall give an example of what I mean, Mr
Pennick of the Museum, a friend of my Lord
Marshal’s, and minister of a parish where I was
solicited to reside, came to see me. Mr Hume
made my excuses, while I myself was present,
for not having paid him a visit. Doctor Matty,
said he, invited us on Thursday to the Museum,
where Mr Rousseau should have seen you ; but
he chose rather to go with Mrs Garrick to the
play: we could not do both the same day. *
You will confess, Sir, this was a strange method
of recommending me to Mr Pennick.

I know not what Mr Hume might say in
private of me to his acquaintance, but nothing
was more extraordinary than their behaviour
to me, even by his own confession, and even

¢ X do'nt recollect a single circumstance of this history; but what
makes me give very little credit to it, is, that I remember very well we
had settled two. different days for the purposes mentioned, that is, one t0
go to the Museum, and another to the play.—=Mr Huuz,
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often through his own means.. Although my
purse was not empty, and I needed not that of
any other person, which he very well knew, yet
any one would have thought I was come over
to subsist on the charity of the public, and that
nothing more was to be done than to give me
alms in such a manner as to save me a little
confusion. * I must own, this constant and in-
solent piece of affectation was one of those
things which made me averse to reside in Lon.
don. This certainly was not the footing on
which any man should have been introduced
in England, had there been a design of procur:
ing him ever so little respect. This display of
charity, however, may admit of a more favour-
able interpretation, and I consent it should To
proceed.

"At Paris was published a ﬁctltlous letter
from the King of Prussia, addressed to me, and
replete with the most cruel malignity. I learn-
ed with surprise that it was one Mr Walpole, a
a friend of Mr Hume’s who was the editor; I
asked him if it were true; in answer to which
question, he only asked me, of whom I had the
information. A moment before he had given
me a card for this same Mr Walpole, written to

* T conceive Mr Rousseau hints’here at two ar three dinners, that were
sent him from the house of Mr Stewart, when he chose to dine at his own
lodgings ; this was not done, however, to gave him the expense of a meal,
but because there was no convenient tavern or chop-house in the neigh-
bourhood. I beg the reader’s pardon for descending to such trivial par-
ticulars, My Hume,
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engage liim to bring over such papers as relat.
ed to me from Paris, and which I wanted to
have by a safe hand. '

I was informed that the son of that quack *
Tronchin, my most mortal enemy, was not only
the friend of Mr Hume, and under his protec-
tion, but that they both lodged in the same
house together; and when Mr Hume found
that I knew it, he imparted it in confidence
assuring me at the same time that the son was
by no means like the father. I lodged a few
nights myself, together with my governante, in
the same house ; and by the air and manner
with which we were received by the landla-
dies, who are his friends, I judged in what
manner either Mr Hume, or that man, who, as
he said, was by no means like his father, must
have spoken to them both of her and me. +

All these facts put together, added to a cer-
tain appearance of things on the whole, insen-
sibly gave me an uneasiness which I rejected
with horror. In the mean time, I found the

* We have not been authorized to suppress this affronting term; but
it is too gross and groundless to do any injury to the celebrated and re-
spectable physician to whose name it is annexed.—French Editors.

+ Thus em I accused of treachery, because I am a friend of Mr Wal-
pole;, who bath thrown out a little raillery on Mr Rousseau, and because
the son of a man whom Mr Rousseau does not like lodges by accident in
the same house ; because my landladies, who do not understand a syl
‘1able of French, received Mr Rousseau coldly. As to the rest, all that
1 said to Mr Rousseau about the young Tronchin was, that he had not
the same preju&ica against him as his father.—Mr Huxs. '
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letters I wrote did not come to hand; those I
received had often been opened ; and all went
through the hands of Mr Hume. * 1If at any
time any one escaped him, he could not con-
ceal his eagerness to see it. One evening, in
particular, I remember a very remarkable cir-
cumstance of this kind that greatly struck me.t

& The story of Mr Rousseau’s letters is as follows. He had often
been complaining to me, and with reason, that he was ruined by postage
at Neuf-chatel, which commonly cost him about 25 or 26 louis d'ors 8
year, and all for letters which were of no significance, being wrote, some
of them by people who took that oppertunity of abusing him, and most
of them by persons unknown to him. He was therefore resoived, he
said, in England to receive no letters which came by the post; and the
same resolution he reiterates in his letter to me dated the 22d of March,
When he went to Chiswick, near London, the postman brought his let~
ters to me. I carried him out a cargo of them. He exclaimed; desired
me to return the letters, and recover the yrice of postage, I told him,
that, in that case, the clerks of the Post Office were enire masters of his
letters, He said he was indifferent : they might do with them what they
pleased. T added, that he would by that means be cut off from all cor-
respondence with &l his friends. He replied, that he would give a par-
ticular direction 4o such as he desired to correspond with. But till his
instructions for that purpose could arrive, what could I do more friendly
than to save, at my own expense, his letters from the curiosity.and indis-
cretion of the clerks of the Post Office? I am indeed ashamed to find
myself obliged to discover such petty circumstances.—Mr Hume.

t It is necessary to explain this circumstance. I had been writing on
Mr Hume’s table, during his absence, an answer to a letter I had just
received. He came in, very anxions to know what I had been writing,
and hardly able to contain himself from desiring to read it. I closed my.
letter, however, without showing it him 5 when, as T was putting it into
mmy pocket, he asked me for it eagerly, saying he would send it awa.y on
the morrow, being post-day. ‘The letter Isy on the table. Lord Newn-
ham came in, Mr Hume went out of the room for a momént, on which
1 took the letter up again, saying I should find time to send it the next
day; Lord Newnham offered to get it inclosed in the French ambassa~
4or's packet, which T accepted. Mr Hume re-entered the moment iy
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As we were sitting one evening, after supper,
silent by the fire-side, I caught his eyes intent-
ly fixed on mine, as indeed happened very of-
ten; and that in a manner of which it is very
difficult to give an idea. At that time he gave
me a stedfast, piercing look, mixed with a
sneer, which greatly disturbed me. To get
rid of the embarrassment I lay under, I en-
deavoured to look full at him in my turn ; but,
in fixing my eyes against his, I felt the meost
inexpressible terror, and was obliged soon to
turn them away. - The speech and physiognomy
“of the good David is that of an honest man;
‘but where, great God ! did this good man bor-
row those eyes he fixes so sternly and unac-
countably on those of his friends ?

“The impression of this look remained with
me, and gave me much uneasiness. My trou-
~ ble increased even to a degree of fainting ; and
if I had not been relieved by an effusion of
tears, I had been suffocated. Presently after

Lordship had inclosed it, and was pulling out his seal. Mr Hume offi-
ciously offered his own seal, and that with so much earnestness, that it
could not well be refused. The bell was rung, and Lord Newnham gave
the letter to Mr Hume’s servant, to give it to his own, who waited below
with the chariot, in order to have it sent to the ambassador. Mr Hume’s
. servant was hardly got out of the room, but I said to myself, I'll lay a
wager the master follows. He did not fail to do as I expected, Not
knowing how to leave Lord Newnham alone, I staid some time before I
followed Mr Hume. I said nothing ; but he must perceive that I was
uneasy. Thus, although I have received no answer to my letter, I doubt
not of its going to band ; but I confess, I cannot help suspecting it was
read firstemMr RoussEav,
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this I was seized with the .most violent re-
morse ; I even despised myself; till at length,
in a transport which I still remember with de-
light, I sprang on his neck, embraced him ea-
gerly ; while almost choked with sobbing,
and bathed in tears, I cried out, in broken ac-
cents, No, no, David Hume cannot be treache-
rous. If he be not the best of men, he must be
the basest of mankind, David Hume politely
returned my embraces, and, gently, tapping me
on the back, repeated several times, in a good-
natured and easy tone, Why, what, my dear
Sir! Nay, my dear Sir! Ok, my dear Sir!
He said nothing more. I felt my heart yearn
within me. We went to bed; and I set out
the next day for the country.

Arrived at this agreeable asylum, to which I
have travelled so far in search of repose, I
ought to find it in a retired, convenient, and
pleasant habitation ; the master of which, a
man of understanding and worth, spares for
nothing to render it agreeable to me. But
what repose can be tasted in life, when the
heart is agitated? Afflicted with the most
cruel uncertainty, and ignorant what to think
of a man whom I ought to love and esteem, I .
endeavoured to get rid of that fatal doubt, in
placing confidence in my benefactor. For,
wherefore, from what unaccountable caprice
should he display so much apparent zeal for my
happiness, and at the same time entertain secret
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designs against my honour. Among the seve-
ral observations that disturbed me, each fact
was in itself of no great moment ; it was their
concurrence that was surprising ; yet I thought,
perhaps, that Mr Hume, informed of other
facts, of which I was ignorant, could have
given me a satisfactory solution of them, had
we come to an explanation. The only thing
that was inexplicable, was, that he refused to
come to such an explanation ; which both his
honour and his friendship rendered equally ne-
cessary. I saw very well there was something
in the affair which I did not comprehend, and
which I earnestly wished to know. Before I
came to an absolute determination, therefore,
with regard to him, I was desirous of making
another effort, and to try to recover him, if he
- had permitted himself to be seduced by my e-
nemies, or, in short, to prevail on him to ex-
plain himself one way or other. Accordingly
I wrote him a letter, which he ought to have
found .very natural, * if he were guilty; but
very extraordinary, if he were innocent. F¥or
what could be more extraordinary than a letter
full of gratitude for his services, and at the
same time, of distrust of his sentiments ; and
in which, placing in a manner his actions on

* Tt appears from what he wrote to.me afterwards, that he was very
well satisfied with this letter, and that he thonght of it very well.—-Mr
‘Rovssear. .
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one side, and his sentiments on the other, in-
stead of speaking of the proofs of friendship
be had given me, I desired him to love me, for
the good he had done me!+ I did not take
the precaution to preserve a copy of this let-
ter ; but as he hath done it, let him produce
it: and whoever shall read it, and see therein
a man labouring under a secret trouble, which
he is desirous of expressing, and is afraid to do
it, will, T am persuaded, be curious to know
what kind of eclaircissement it produced,” espe-
cially after the preceding scene. None. Ab-
solutely none at all. Mr Hume contented him-
self, in his answer, with only speaking of the
obliging offices Mr Davenport proposed to do
for me. As for the rest, he said not a word of
the principal subject of my letter, nor of the
situation of my heart, of whose distress he
could not be ignorant. I was more struck with
this silence, than I had been with his phlegm
during our last conversation. - In this I was
wrong ; this silence was very natural after the
other, and was no more than I ought to have
expected. For when one hath ventured to de-
- clare to a. man’s face, I am tempted to believe
You a trajtor, and he hath not the curiosity to

4 My answer to this is contained in Mr Rousseau’s own letter of the
224 of March ; wherein he expresses himself  with the utmost cordiality,

without any reserve, and without the least appearance of suspicion.—Mr
Huxue, .



Ixxxvi CONTROVERSY BETWEEN

ask you for what, * it may be depended on he
will never have any such curiosity as long as
he lives ; and it is easy to judge of him from
these slight indications.

After the receipt of his letter, which was
long delayed, I determined at length to write
to him no more. Soon after, every thing serv-
ed to confirm me in the resolution to break off
all farther correspondence with him. Curious
to the last degree concerning the minutest cir-
cumstance of my affairs, he was not content
to learn them of me, in our frequent conver-
sations ; but, as I learned, never let slip an
opportunity of being alone with my gover-
nante, { to interrogate her even importunately
concerning my occupations, my resources, my
friends, acquaintances, their names, situations,
place of abode, and all this after setting out
with telling her he was well acquainted with
the whole of my connections ; nay, with the
most jesuitical address, he would ask the same
questions of us separately. One ought un-
doubtedly to interest one’s self in the affairs
of afriend ; but one ought to be satisfied with
“what he thinks proper to let us know of them,
particularly when. people are so frank and in-

# All this hangs upon the fable he had so artfully worked up, as Ibe-
fore observed.—Mr Humz.:

+ I had only one such opportunity with his governante, which was on
their arrival in London. 1 must own it never entered into my head to
talk to her upon any other subject than the concerns of Mr Rousseau.—=
Mr Huxz,
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genuous as I am. Indeed all this petty inqui-
sitiveness is very little becoming a philosopher.

About the same time I received two other
letters which had been opened. 'The one from
Mr Boswell, the seal of which was so loose and
disfigured, that Mr Davenport, when he re-
ceived it, remarked the same to Mr Hume’s
servant. The other was from Mr d’Ivernois,
in Mr Hume’s packet, and which had been
sealed up again by means of a.hot iron, which,
awkwardly applied, had burnt the paper round
the impression. On this I wrote to Mr Daven-
port to desire him to take charge of all the let-
ters which might be sent for me, and to trust
none of them in any body’s hands, under any
pretext whatever. I know not whether Mr
Davenport, who certainly was far from think-
ing that precaution was to be observed with
regard to Mr Hume, showed him my letter .or
not; but this I know, that the latter had all the
reason in the world to think he had forfeited
my confidence, and that he proceeded never-
theless in his usual manner, without troubling
himself about the recovery of it.

But what was to become of me, when I saw,
in the public papers, the pretended letter of the
King of Prussia which I had never before seen,
that fictitious letter, printed in French and Eng-
lish, given for genuine, even with the signature
of the King, and in which I knew the pen of
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Mr d’Alembert as certainly as if I had seen
him write it? * '

In a moment a ray of light discovered to me
the secret cause of that touching and sudden
change, which I had observed in the public re-
specting me ; and I saw the plot which was put
in execution at London, had been laid in Paris,

Mr d’Alembert, another intimate friend of
Mr Hume’s, had been long since my secret
- enemy, and lay in watch for opportunities to
injure me without expesing himself. He was
the only person, among the men of letters, of
my old acquaintance, who did not come to see
me, } or send their civilities during my last pas-
sage through Paris. T knew his secret disposi-
tion, but I gave myself very little trouble a-
bout it, contenting myself with advising my
friends of it occasionally. I remember that being
asked about him one day by Mr Hume, who
afterwards asked my governante the same ques-
tion, I told him that Mr d’Alembert was a cun-
ning, artful man. He contradicted me with a
warmth that surprised me ; not then knowing
they stood so well with each other, and that it
was his own cause he defended.

- The perusal of the letter above mentioned

» See Mr d*Alembert's declaration on this head, ‘ahnexed to: this nar-

rative. , ,
+ MrR 1 declares himself to have been fatigued with the visits

" be received ; ought he therefore to complain that Mr d’ Alembert, whom
he did not like, did not importune him with his P==Mr Hunz.
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alarmed me a good deal, when, perceiving that
I had been brought over to England in con-
sequence of a project which began to be put in
execution, but of the end of which I was igno-
rant, I felt the danger without knowing what
to guard against, or on whom to rely. I then
recollected four terrifying words Mr Hume had
made use of, and of which I shall speak here-
after, What could be thought of a paper in
which my misfortunes were imputed to me as a
crime, which tended, in the midst of my dis-
tress, to deprive me of all compassion, and, to
render its effects still more cruel, pretended to
have been written by a Prince who had afford-
ed me protection ? What could I divine would
be the consequence of such a beginning? The
people in England read the public papers, and
are in no wise prepossessed in favour of foreign-
ers. Even a coat, cut in a different fashion
from their own, is sufficient to excite a preju-
dice against them. What then had not a poor
stranger to ‘expect in his rural walks, the only
pleasures of his life, when the good people in
the neighbourhood were once thoroughly per-
suaded he was fond of being persecuted and
pelted? Doubtless they would be ready e-
nough to contribute to his favourite amuse-
ment. But my concern, my profound and cruel
concern, the bitterest indeed I ever felt, did
not arise from the danger to which I was per-
sonally exposed. I have braved too many others
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to be much moved with that. The treachery
of a false friend, * to which Ihad fallen a prey,
was the circumstance that filled my too suscep-
tible heart with deadly sorrow. In the impe-
tuosity of its first emotions, of which I never
yet was master, and of which my enemies have
artfully taken the advantage, 1 wrote several
letters full of disorder, in which I did not dis-
guise either my anxiety or indignation.

I have, Sir, so many things to mention, that
I forget half of them by the way. For in-
stance, a certain narrativein form of a letter,
concerning my manner of living at Montmo-
rency, was given by the booksellers to Mr
Hume, who showed it me. I agreed to its be-
ing printed, and Mr Hume undertook the care
of its edition ; but it never appeared. Again,
I had brought over with me a copy of the
letters of Mr du Peyron, containing a relation
of the treatment I had met with at Neufchatel.
I gave them into the hands of the same book-
seller to have them translated and reprinted.
Mr Hume charged himself with the care of
them ; but they never appeared. The sup-

# This false friend is, undoubtedly, myself. But what is the treach-
ery? What harm have I done, or could I do to Mr Rousseau? On the
supposition of my entering into a project to ruin him, how could I think
to bring it about by the services I did him ? If Mr Rousseau should gain
credit, I must be thought still more weak than wicked.—Mr Humz.

4 The booksellers have lately informed me that the edition is finished,
and will shortly be published. This may be ; but it is tao late, and what
is still worse, it is too opportune for the purpose intended to be served.
=Mr Rousszav.
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posititious letter of the King of Prussia, and, it
translation, had no sooner made their appear-
ance, than I immediately apprehended why the
other pieces had been suppressed, * and I wrote
as much to the booksellers, + I wrote several o«

» Tt is about four months since Mr Becket, the bookseller, told Mr
Roussesu that the publication of these pieces was delayed on account of
the indisposition of the translator. .As for any thing else, I never pro=
mised to take any charge, at all of the edition, as Mr Becket can testify,—
Mr Humz,

+ Asto Mr Rousseau’s suspicions of the cause of. the suppression, ag-
he calls it, of the Narrative and Letters above mentioned, the translator
thinks it incumbent on him to affirm, that they were entirely groundless.
It is true, as Mr Becket told Mr Hume, that the translator of the letters
was indisposed about that time. But the principal cause of the delay
was, that he was of his-own mere motion, no less indisposed to those
pieces making their appearance in English at all;* and this not out of
ill will to Mr Rousseau, or goed will t6 Mr Hume, neither of which he
ever saw, or spoke to, in his life; but really out of regard to the charac~
ter and reputation of a fian, whose genius he admired, and whose works
he had translated : well knowing the publication of such squabbles could
do Mr Rousseau no good in the opinion of the more judicious and sen=
sible part of mankind. With regard to the translation of the narrative of
his manner of living at Montmorency; I never saw it till it was actually
printed, when Mr Becket put it into my hands, and I frankly told him
that I thought it & very unseasonable, puerile affair, and could by no
tneans serve to advance Mr Rousseau’s estimation in the eyes of the pub-
lic. Tt was certainly of great importance to-the good people’of England,
to know how Mr Rousseau amused himself seven or eighé years ago at
Montmorency, that he cookéd his ¢wn broth, and did not leave. it to the
management of his nurse, for fear she should have a better dinner than
himself! Yet this is one of the most remarkable circumstances contain-
ed in that narrative, except indeed that we are told, Mr Rousseau is
8 most passionate admirer of virtue, and that his eyes always sparkle at the
bare mention of that word.—0 Virtue ! how greatly is thy neme prosti
tuted! And how fair, from the teeth outward, are thy nomma.l votanes'
—English Transtator. '

* For, so far were the booksellers from intending to suppress theso
Pleces, that they actually reprinted the French edition of Peyrou's  Letters,
and published it in London.

VOL, 1. h
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ther letters also, which probably were-handed
about London; till at length I employed the
credit of a man of quality and merit, to insert
a declaration of the imposture in the public
papers. In this declaration, I concealed no
part of my extreme concern, nor did I in the
least disguise the cause.

Hitherto Mr Hume seems to have walked in
darkness. You will soon see him appear in
open day, and act without disguise. Nothing
more s necessary, in our behaviour towards
cunning people, than to act ingenuously ; soon-
er or later they will infallibly betray them-
selves. : . ,

‘When this pretended letter from the King of
Prussia was first published in London, Mr
Hume, who certainly knew that it was ficti-
tious, as I had told him so, yet said nothing of
the matter, did not write to me, but was totally
silent ; and did not even think of making any
declaration of the truth, in favour of his absent
friend. * It answered his purpose better to let
the repott take its course, as he did.

Mr Hume having been my conductor into
England, he was of course in a manner my
patron and protector. If it were but natural
in him to undertake my defence, it was.no less
so that, when I had a public prostestation to

" # No body could possibly be mistaken with regard to the letter’s being
fictitious; besides it was well known that Mr Walpole was the author of
it.—Mr HuxE,
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make, I should have addressed myself to him.,
Having already ceased writing to him, + how-
ever, I had no mind to renew our correspon-
dence. I addressed myself therefore to another
person. 'The first slap on the face I gave my
patron, He felt nothing of it.
- In saying the letter was fabricated at Paris,
it was of very little consequence to me whe-
ther it was understood particularly of Mr d’-
Alembert, or of Mr Walpole, whose name he
borrowed on the occasion. But inadding that,
what afflicted and tore my heart was, the im-
postor had got his accomplices in England ; I
expressed myself very clearly to their friend,
who was in London, and was desirous of pas<
sing for mine. For certainly he was the only
person in England, whose hatred could affict
and rend my heart. This was the second slap
of the face I gave my patron. He did not
feel, however, yet. '
On the contrary, he maliciously pretended
that my affliction arose solely from the publica-
tion of the above letter, in order to make me
pass for a man who was excessively affected by
satire, Whether I am vain or not, certain it
is I was mortally afflicted ; he knew it, and yet
wrote me not a word. 'This affectionate friend,
who had so much at heart the filling of my

-t Mr Rousseau forgets himself here. It was but a week before that
he wrote me very friendly letter. See his letter of the 29th of March,—
Mr Home, - !

k2
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purse, gave himself no trouble to think my
heart was bleeding with sorrow.

. Another piece appeared soon after, in the
same papers, by the author of the former, and
still if possible more cruel, in which the writer
could not disguise his rage at the rcception I
met with at Paris. ¥ This however did not af-
fect me ; it told me nothing new. Mere libels
may take their course without giving me any
emotion ; and the inconstant public may amuse
themselves as long as they please with the sub-
ject. Itis notan affair of conspirators, who,
bent on the destruction of my honest fame, are
determined by some means or other to eﬂ'ect it,
It was necessary to change the battery.

The affair of the pension was not determin-
ed. It was not difficult, however, for Mr Hume
to obtain, from the humanity of the minister,
and the generosity of the King, the favour of
its determination. He was required to inform
me of it, which he did. This, I must confess,
was one of the critical moments of my life.
How much did it cost me to do my duty! My
precedmg engagements, the necessity of show-
ing a due respect for the goodness of the King,
and for that of his minister, together with the
desire of displaying how far I was sensible of
both; add to these the advantage of being
ma.de a little more easy in circumstances in the

* I know nothing of this pretended libel.—Mr Huxe,
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decline of life, surrounded as I was by enemies
and evils; in fine, the embarrassment I was
under to find a decent excuse for not accepting
a benefit already half accepted ; all these to-
gether made the necessity of that refusal very
difficult and cruel: for necessary it was, or I
should have been one of the meanest and
basest of mankind to have voluntarily laid my-
self under an obligation to a man who had be..
trayed me.

I did my duty, though not without reluc-
tance. I wrote immediately to General Con-
way, and in the most civil and respectful man-
ner possible without giving an absolute refusal,
excusing myself from acceptlng the pension
for the present.

Now, Mr Hume had been the only negoci-
ator of this affair, nay the only person who had
spoke of it. Yet I not only did not give him
any answer, though it was he who wrote to me
on the subject but did not even so much as
mention him in my letter to General Conway.
‘This was the third slap of the face I gave my
patron, which if he does not feel, it is certainly
his own fault, he can feel nothing.

My letter was not clear, nor could it be so
to General Conway, who did not know the mo-
tives of my refusal ; but it was very plain to
Mr Hume, who knew them but too well. He
Pretended nevertheless to be deceived as wel
with regard to thé cause of my discontent, as
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to that of my declining the pension ; and, in
a letter he wrote me on the occasion, gave me
to understand that the King’s goodness might
be continued towards me, if I should recon-
sider the affair of the pension. Ina word, he
seemed determined, at all events, to remain still
my patron, in spite of my teeth. You will i.
magine, Sir, he did not expect my answer ; and
he had none. Much about this time, for I do
not know exactly the date, nor is such preci-
sion necessary, appeared a letter, from Mr de
Voltaire to me, with an English translation,
which still improved on the original. The noble
object of this ingenious performance, was-to
draw on me the hatred and contempt of the
people, among whom I was come to reside. I
made not the least doubt that my dear patron
was one of the instruments of its publication ;
particularly when I saw that the writer, in en-
deavouring to alienate from me those who might
render my life agreeable, had omitted the pame
of him who brought me over. He doubtless
knew that it was superfluous, and that with re-
gard to him, nothing more was necessary to be
said. The omission of his name, so impoliticly
forgot in this letter, recalled to my mind what
Tacitus says of the picture of Brutus, omitted
in a funeral solemnity, viz. that every body
took notice of it, particularly because it was
not there.

Mr Hume was not mentioned; but he lives
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and converses with people that are mentioned.
It is well known his friends are all my ene-
mies ; there are abroad such people as Tronchin,
d’Alembert, and Voltaire ;* but it is much worse
in London ; for here I have no enemies but what
are his friends. For why, indeed, should I have
any other? Why should I have even them ? ¢
What have I done to Lord Littleton,} whomI
don’t even know? What have I done to Mr
Walpole, whom I know full as little? What
do they know of me, except that I am unhap-
py, and a friend to their friend Hume? What
can he have said to them, for it is only through

* T have never been so happy as to meet with Mr de Voltaire; he on-
ly did me the honour to write me 8 letter about three years ago. As to
Mr Tronchin, I never saw him in my life, nor ever had any correspon-
dence with him, Of Mr d’ Alembert's friendship, indeed, I am proud to
make a boast.—Mr Home.

+ Why indeed ? except that sensible people in England are averse to
affectation and quackery, Those who see and despise these most in Mr
Rousseau, are not, however, his enemies ; perhaps, if he could be brought
to think so, they are his best and truest friends.~=English Translator.

} Mr Rousseau, seeing the letter addressed to him in the name of Vol-
taire advertised in the public papers, wrote to Mr Davenport, who was
then in London, to desire he would bring it him. I told Mr Davenport
that the printed copy was very faulty, but that I would ask of Lord Lit~
tleton & manuscript copy, which was correct. This is sufficient to make
Mr Rousseau conclude that Lord Littleton is his mortal enemy, and my
intimate friend ; and that we are in a conspiracy against him. He ought
rather to have concluded, that the printed copy could not come from me.
—Mr Hume, . ' ' .

The piece above mentioned was shown to the Translator before its
publication, and many absurd liberties taken with the original poitted out
and censured. At which time there did not appear, from the parties con-
cerned in it, that Mr Hume could have the least hand in, or could have
known any thing of the edition.~English Translator. .
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him they know any thing of me? I can very
well imagine, that, considering the part he has
to play, he does not unmask himself to every
body ; for then he would be disguised to no-
body. I can very well imagine that he does
not speak of me to General Conway and the
Duke of Richmond as he does in his private
conversations with Mr Walpole, and his secret
correspondence with Mr d’Alembert. But let
‘any one discover the clue that hath been un-
ravelled since my arrival in London, and it will
easily be seen whether M Hume does not hold
the principal thread.

- At length the moment arrived in which it
was thought proper to strike the great blow,
the effect of which was prepared for by a fresh
satirical piece put in the papers. * Had there
remained in me the least doubt, it would have
been impossible to have harboured it after per-
using this piece, as it contained facts unknown
to any body but Mr Hume ; exaggerated, it is
true, in order to render them odious to the
public,

It is said in this paper that my door was
opened to the rich, and shut to the poor.

" % T have never seen this piece, neither before nor after its publication ;
nor has it come to the knowledge of any body to whom I have spoken of
it—Mr Homz,

" The tronslator, who has been aitentive to every thing that has come
out from, or about Mr Roussesu, knows also ndth.mg of this piece. Why
did not Mr Rousseau mention pa.rncularly in what paper, and when it
appeared P==English’ Translator.
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Pray, who knows when my door was open or
shut, except Mr Hume, with whom I lived,
and by whom every body was mtroduced that
I saw? I will except one great personage,
whom I gladly received without knowing him,
and whom I should still have more gladly re-
ceived if I had known him. It was Mr Hume
who told me his name when he was gone ; on
which information, I wasreally chagrined, that,
as he deigned to mount up two pair of stairs,
he was not received in the first floor. As to
the poor, I have nothing to say about the mat-
ter. I was constantly desirous of seeing less
ecompany ; but as I was unwilling to displease
any one, I suffered myself to be directed in this
affair altogether by Mr Hume, and endeavour-
ed to receive every body he introduced as well
as I could, without distinction, whether rich or
poor. It issaid in the same piece that I re-
ecived my relations very coldly, not o say any
thing worse. . This general charge relates to my
having once received, with some indifference,
the only relation I have out of Geneva, and
that in the presence of Mr Hume, ¥ It must
necessarily be either Mr Hume or this relation
who furnished that piece of intelligence. Now,
my cousin, whom I have always known for a
frxendly relatlon and a worthy man, is incapa-

* I was not present when Mr Rousseau received his cousin, I only
just saw them afterwards together for about 8 minute on the terrace in
Buckingham Street,—Mr Hunz,
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ble of furnishing materials for public satires
against me. Add to this, that his situation in
life confining him to the conversation of per-
sons in trade, he has no connection with men
of letters or paragraph writers, and still less
with satirists and libellers ; so that the article
could not come from him. At the worst, can
I help imagining that Mr Hume must have en-
deavoured to take advantage of what he said,
and construed it in favour of his own purpose?
It is not improper to add, that, after my rup-
ture with Mr Hume, I wrote an account of it
to my cousin,

In fine, it is said in the same paper that I am
apt to change my friends. No great subtlety
is necessary to comprehend what this reflection
is preparative to.

But let us distinguish facts. I have preserv-
ed some very valuable and solid friends for
twenty-five to thirty years. I have others
whose friendship is of a later date, but no less
valuable, and which, if I live, I may preserve
still Jonger. I have not found, indeed, the
same security in general among those friend-
ships I have made with men of letters. I have
for this reason sometimes changed them, and
shall always change them when they appear
suspicious ; for I am determined never to have
friends by way of ceremony ; I have them only
Wlth a view to show them my affection.

If ever I was fully and clearly convinced of
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any thing, I am so convinced that Mr Hume
furnished the materials for the above paper.

But what is still more, I have not only that
absolute conviction, but it is very clear to me
that Mr Hume intended I should: For how
can it be supposed that a man of his subtlety
should be so imprudent as to expose himself
thus, if he had not intended it? What was his
design in it? Nothing is more clear than this.
It was to raise my resentment to the highest
pitch, that he might strike the blow he was
preparing to give me with greater eclat. He
knew he had nothing more to do than put me
in a passion, and I should be guilty of a num-
ber of absurdities. We are now arrived at the
critical moment which is to show whether he
reasoned well or ill.

It is necessary to have all the presence of
mind, all the phlegm and resolution of Mr
Hume, to be able to take the part he hath ta-
ken, after all that has passed between us. In
the embarrassment I was under in writing to
General Conway, I could make use only of ob-
scure expressions, to which Mr Hume, in qua-
lity of my friend, gave what interpretation he
pleased. Supposing, therefore, for he knew very
well to the contrary, that it was the circumstance
of secrecy which gave me uneasiness, he obtained
the promise of the General to endeavour to re-
move it ; but before anything was done, it was
previously necessary to know whether I would
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accept of the pension without that condition,
in order not to expose his Majesty to a second
refasal. ’

This was the decisive moment, the end and
object of all his labours. An answer was re-
quired : he would have it. To prevent effec-
tually indeed my neglect of it, he sent to Mr
Davenport a duplicate of his letter to me;
and, not content with this precaution, wrote
me word, in another billet, that he could not
possibly stay any longer in London to serve
me. I was giddy with amazement on reading
this note. Never in my life did I meet with
any thing so unaccountable.

At length he obtained from me the so much
desired answer, and began presently to triumph,
In writing to Mr Davenport, he treated me as
a monster of brutality and ingratitude. But
he wanted to do still more. He thinks his
measures well taken; no proof can be made
to appear against him. He demands an ex-
planation : he shall have it, and here it is.

That last stroke was a masterpiece. He him-
self proves every thing, and that beyond re-

ly.
d yI will suppose, though by way of impossibi-
lity, that my complaints against Mr Hume ne-
ver reached his ears ; that he knew nothing of
them ; but was as perfectly ignorant as if he
had held no cabal with those who are ac-
quainted with them, but had resided all the
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while in China.* Yet the behaviour passing
directly between us; the last striking words
which I said to him in London ; the letter which
followed replete with fears and anxiety; my
persevering silence still more expressive than
words ; my public and bitter complaints with
regard to the letter of Mr d’Alembert ; my let-
ter to the Secretary of State, who did not write
to me, in answer to that which Mr Hume wrote
to me himself, and in which I did not mention
him ; and in fine my refusal, without deigning
to address myself to him, to acquiesce in an af-
fair which he had managed in my favour, with
my own privity, and without any opposition on
my part ; all this must have spoken in a very
forcible manner, I will not say to any per-
son of the least sensibility, but to every man of
common sense.

. Strange that, after T had ceased to correspond

with him for three months, when I had made
no answer to any one of lus letters, however

important the subject of it, surrounded with
both public and private marks of that affic-
tion which his infidelity gave me ; a man of so
enlig‘hténed an understanding, of so penetrating
a genius by nature, and so dull by design,
should see nothing, hear nothing, feel nothmg,

* How was it possible for me to guess at such chimerianl suspicions ?
Mr Davenport, the only person of my acquaintance who then saw Mr
Rousseau, assures me that he was perfectly ignorant of them himselfiem

Mr Hume, o .
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be moved at nothing ; but, without one word
of complaint, justification, or explanation, con. /
tinue to give me the most pressing marks of his
good will to serve me, in spite of myself? He
wrote to me affectionately, that he could not
stay any longer in London to do me service, as
if we had agreed that he should stay there for
that purpose ! 'This blindness, this insensibili-
ty, this perseverance, are not in nature; they
must be accounted for, therefore, from other
motives. Let us set this behaviour in a still
clearer light ; for this is the decisive point.

Mr Hume must necessarily have acted in this
affair, either as oné of the first or last of man.-
kind. There is no medium. It remains to de-
termine which of the two it hath been.

Could Mr Hume, after so many instances of
disdain on my part, have still the astonishing
generosity as to persevere sincerely to serve
me? He knew it was impossible for me to ac-
cept his good offices, so long as I entertain-
ed for him such sentiments as I had conceived.
He had himself avoided an explanation. So
that to serve me without justifying himself,
would have been to render his services useless;
this therefore was no generosity. If he sup-
posed that in such circumstances I should have
accepted his services, he must have supposed
‘me to have been an infamous scoundrel. It
‘was then in behalf of a man whom he supposed
to be a scoundrel, that he so warmly solicited &
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pension from his Majesty. Can any thing be
supposed more extravagant ?

But let it be supposed that Mr Hume, con-
stantly pursuing his plan, should only have said
to himself, This is the moment for its execu-
tion ; for, by pressing Rousseau to accept the
pension, he will be reduced either to accept or
refuse it. If he accepts it, with the proofs I -
have in hand against him, I shall be able com-
pletely to disgrace him: if he refuses, after
having accepted it, he will have no pretext, but
must give a reason for such refusal. This
is what I expect ; if he accuses me, he is ruin-
ed.

If, I say, Mr Hume reasoned with himself in
this manner, he did what was consistent with his
plan, and in that case very natural ; indeed this
is the only way in which his conduct in this af-
fair can be explained, for upen any other sup-
position it is inexplicable : if this be not de-
monstrable, nothing ever was so. The critical
situation to which he had now reduced me, re-
recalled strongly to my mind the four words I
mentioned above ; and which I heard him say
and repeat, at a time when I did not compre-
hend their full force. It was the first night af-
ter our departure from Paris. We slept in the
same chamber, when, during the night, I heard
him several times cry out with great vehemence,
in the French language, Je tiens J. J. Rousseax.
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¢ I have you, Rousseau.’ I know net whether
he was awake or asleep. *

The expression was remarkable, coming from
a man who is too well acquainted with the
French language, to be mistaken with regard
to the force or choice of words. I took these
words, however, and I could not then take
them otherwise than in a favourable sense:
notwithstanding the tone of voice in which they
were spoken, was still less favourable than
the expression. It is indeed impossible for me
to give any idea of it ; but it corresponds ex-
actly with those terrible looks I have before
mentioned. At every repetition of them I was
seized with a shuddering, a kind of horror I
could not resist, though a moment’s recollec-
tion. restored me, and made me smile at my ter-
ror. The next day all this was so perfectly
obliterated, that I did not even think of it dur-
ing my stay in London, and its neighbourhood.
It was not till my arrival in this place, that so
many things have contributed to recall these
words to my mind ; and indeed recall them every
moment.
. These words, the tone of which dwells on
my heart, as if I had but just heard them;

¢ T cannot answer for every thing I may tay in my sleep, and much
less am 1 conscious whether or not I dream in French. But pray, as Mr
Rousseau did not know whether I was asleep or awake when I pro-
nounced those terrible words, with such a terrible voice, how is he cer-
tain that he himself was well awake when he heard them ?=Mr Hunz.
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those long ahd fatal looks so frequently cast on
me ; the patting me on the back, with the re-
petition of O, my dear Sir, in answer to my sus-
picions of his being a traitor : all this affects me
to such a degree, after what preceded,: that
this recollection, had I no other, would be suf-
ficient to prevent any reconciliation or return
of confidence between us; not a night indeed
passes over my head, but I think I hear, Rous-
seau, I have you, ring in my ears as if he had
just pronounced them.

Yes, Mr Hume, I know you have me; but
that only by mere externals: you have me in
the public opinion and judgment of mankind.
You have my reputation, and perhaps my se-
curity, to do with ‘as you will. The general
prepossession is in your favour ; it will be very
easy for you to make me pass for the monster
you have begun to represent me ; and I already
see the barbarous exultation of my implacable
enemies.. The public will no longer spare me.
Without any farther examination, every body
is on the side of those who have conferred fa-
vours ; because each is desirous to attract the
same g'ood offices, by displaying a sensibility of
the obligation. I foresee readlly the conse-
quences of all this, particularly in the country
to which you have conducted me; and where,
being without friends, and an utter stranger to
every body, I lie almost entirely at your mercy.
The sensible part of mankmd however, will

YOL. 1. )
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comprehend that I must be so far from seeking
this affair, that nothing more disagreeable or
terrible could possibly have happened to me in
my present situation. They will perceive that
nothing but my invincible aversion to all kind
of falsehood, and the possibility of my professing
a regard for a person who had forfeited it, could
have prevented my dissimulation, at a time
when it was on so many accounts my interest.
But the sensible part of mankind are few,
nor do they make the greatest noise in the
world.

Yes, Mr Hume, you Aave me by all the ties of
this life ; but you have no power over my pro-
bity or my fortitude, which, being independent
either of you or of mankind, I will preserve in
spite of you. Think not to frighten me with
the fortune that awaits me. I know the opini-
ons of mankind ; I am accustomed to their in-
justice, and have learned to care little about it.
If you have taken your resolution, as I have
~ reason to believe you have, be assured mine is
taken also. I am feeble indeed in body, but
never possessed greater strength of mind.

Mankind may say and do what they will, it is
of little consequence to me. What is of con-
sequence, however, is, that I should end as I
have begun ; that Ishould continue to preserve
my ingenuousness and integrity to the end,
whatever may happen ; and that I should have
1o cause to reproach myself either with mean-



HUME AND ROUSSEAU. cix

ness in adversity, or insolence in prosperity.
Whatever disgrace attends, or misfortune
threatens me, I am ready to meet them. Though
I am to be pitied, I am much less so than you,
and all the revenge I shall take on you is, to
leave you the tormenting consciousness of be.
ing obliged, in spite of yourself, to have a re-
spect for the unfortunate person you have op-
pressed.

In closing this letter, I am surprised at my
having been able to write it. If it were pos-
sible to die with grief, every line was sufficient
to kill me with sorrow. Every circumstance
of the affair is equally incomprehensible. Such
conduct as yours hath been, is not in nature:
it is contradictory to itself, and yet it is demon-
strable to me that it has been such as I con-
ceive, On each side of me there is a bottom-
less abyss ! and I am lost in one or the other.

If you are guilty, I am the most unfortunate
of mankind ; if you are innocent, I am the
most culpable. * You even make me desire to
be that contemptible object. Yes, the situa-
tion to which you see me reduced, prostrate at
your feet, crying out for mercy, and doing every
thing to obtain it ; publishing aloud my own un-
worthiness, and paying the most explicit ho-
mage to your virtues, would be a state of joy

* And does it depend on an if; after all Mr R's positive conviction,
and sbsolute demonstrations ?weEnglish Translator,
i2



cX CONTROVERSY BETWEEN

and cordial effusion, after the grievous state of
restraint and mortification into which you have
plunged me. I have buta word more to say.
If you are guilty, write to me no more; it
would be superfluous, for certainly you could
not deceive me. If you are innocent, justify
yourself. I know my duty; I love, and shall
always love it, however difficult and severe.
There is no state of abjection that a heart, not
formed for it, may not recover from. Once a-
gain, I say, if you are innocent, deign to justi-
fy yourself ; if you are not, adieu for ever.
J.J.R.

I hesitated some time whether I should
make any reply to this strange memorial. At
Jlength T determined to write Mr Rousseau the
following letter.

MR HUME TO MR ROUSSEAU,
Lisle-street, Leicester-fields, July 22d, 1766.

SIR,
: I smaLL only answer one article of your
long letter: it is that which regards the con-
.versation between us the evening before your
departure. Mr Davenport had imagined a
.good natured artifice, to make you believe that
.a retour chaise had offered for Wooton ; and I
believe he made an advertisement be put in the
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papers, in order the better to deceive you. His
purpose was only to save you some expenses in
the journey, which I thought a laudable pro-
jeot; though'I had no hand either in contriv-
ing or conducting it. You entertained, how-
ever, suspicions of his design, while we were
sitting alone by my fire-side ; and you reproach-
ed me with concurring in it. I endeavoured to
pacify you, and to divert the discourse ; but to
no purpose. You sat sullen, and was either si-
lent, or made me very peevish answers. At
last you rose up, and took a turn or two about
the room ; when all of a sudden, and to my
great surprise, you clapped yourself on my
knee, threw your arms about my neck, kissed
me with seeming ardour, and bedewed my face
with tears. You exclaimed, ¢ My dear friend,
can you ever pardon this folly! After all the
pains you have taken to serve me, after the
numberless instances of friendship you have
given me, here I reward you with this ill
humour and sullenness. But your forgiveness
of me will be a new instance of your friend-
ship ; and I hope you will find at bottom, that
my heart is not unworthy of it.’

I was very much affected, I own; and I be-
lieve, there passed a very tender scene between
us. You added, by way of compliment, that
though I had many better titles to recom-
mend me to posterity, yet perhaps my uncom-
mon attachment and friendship to a poor un-
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-happy persecuted man, would not altogether
be overlooked.

This incident, Sir, was somewhat remark.
able ; and it is impossible that either you or I
could so soon have forgot it. But you have
had the assurance to tell me the story twice in
a manner so different, or rather so opposite, that
when I persist, as I do, in this account, it ne-
cessarily follows, that either you or I am a liar.
You imagine, perhaps, that because the inci-
dent passed privately without a witness, the
question will lie between the credibility of your
assertion and of mine. But you shall not have
this advantage or disadvantage, whichever
you are pleased to term it. I shall produce a-
gainst you other proofs, which will put the mat-
ter beyond controversy.

First, You are not aware, that I have a let-
ter under your hand, which is totally irrecon-
cilable with your account, and confirms mine.*

Secondly, I told the story the next day, or
the day after, to Mr Davenport, with a friend-
ly view of preventing any such good natured
artifices for the future. He surely remembers
it.
Thirdly, As I thought the story much to
your honour, I told it to several of my friends

¢ That of the 22d of March, which is entirely cordial; and proves
that Mr Rousseau had never, till that moment, entertained, or at least
discovered the smallest suspicion against me. There is also in the samé
letter, a peevish passage about the hire of a chaise=~=Mr Hyuz, -
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here. I even wrote it to Mde. de Boufllers -at
Paris. - I believe no one will imagine, that I was
preparing beforehand an apology, in case of a
rupture with you ; which, of all human events,
1 should then have thought the most incredible,
especially as we were separated almost for ever,
and I still continued to render you the most es-
sential services.

Fourthly, The story, as I tell it, is consistent
and rational : there is not common sense in your
account, What! because sometimes, when ab-
sent in thought, I have a fixed look or stare,
you suspect me to bea traitor, and you have
the assurance to tell me of such black and ridi-
culous suspicions ! Are not most studious men
(and many of them more than I) subject to such
reveries or fits of absence, without being ex-
posed to such suspicions? You do not even
pretend that, before you left London, you had
any other solid grounds of suspicion against
me.

I shall enter into no detail with regard to
your letter : the other articles of it are as much
without foundation as you yourself know this
to be. I shall only add, in general, that I en-
joyed about a month ago an uncommon plea-
sure, when I reflected, that through many diffi-
culties, and by most assiduous care and pains,
I'had, beyond my most sanguine expectations,
provided for your repose, honour and fortune.
But I soon felt a very sensible uneasiness when
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I found that you had wantonly and voluntarily
thrown away all these advantages, and was be-
come the declared enemy of your repose, for-
tune, and honour: I cannot be surprised after
this that you are my enemy, Adieu, and for
ever. I am, Sir, yours,

D. H,

To all these papers, I need only subjoin the
following letter of Mr Walpole to me, which
proves how ignorant and innocent I am of the
whole matter of the King of Prussia’s letter.

MR WALPOLE TO MR HUME.
Arlington Street, July 26th, 1766.

I caxxor be precise as to the time of my
writing the King of Prussia’s letter, but I do
assure you, with the utmost truth, that it was
several days before you left Paris, and before
Rousseau’s arrival there, of which I can give
you a strong proof; for I not only suppressed
the letter while you staid there, out of delicacy
to you, but it was the reason why, out of deli-
cacy to myself, I did not go to see him, as you
often proposed to me ; thinking it wrong to go
and make a cordial visit te a man, with a let-
ter in my pocket to laugh at him, You are at
full liberty, dear Sir, to make use of what I
say in your justification, either to Rousseau or
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any body else. I should be very sorry to have

ou blamed on my account: I have a hearty
contempt of Rousseau, and am perfectly indif-
ferent what any body thinks of the matter. If
there is any fault, which I am far from think-
ing, let it lie on me. No parts can hinder my
langhing at their possessor, if he is a mounte-
bank. If he has a bad and most ungrateful
heart, as Rousseau has shown in your case, in-
to the bargain, he will have my scorn likewise,
as he will of all good and sensible men, You
may trust your sentence to such, who are as re-
spectable judges as any that have pored over
ten thousand more volumes.

Yours most sincerely,

H. W,

Thus I have given a narrative, as concise as
possible, of this extraordinary affair, which I
am told has very much attracted the attention
of the public, and which contains more unex-
pected incidents than any other in which I was
ever engaged. The persons to whom I have
shown the original papers which authenticate
the whole, have differed very much in their
opinion, as well of the use I ought to make of
them as of Mr Rousseau’s present sentiments
and state of mind, Some of them have main-
tained that he is altogether insincere in his
quarrel with me, and his opinion of my guilt,
and that the whole proceeds from that exces-
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sive pride which forms the basis of his charac.-
ter, and which leads him both to seek the eclat
of refusing the King of England’s bounty, and
to shake off the intolerable burthen of an obli-
gation to me, by every sacrifice of honour,
truth, and friendship, as well as of interest.
They found their sentiments on the absurdity
of that first supposition on which he grounds
his anger, viz. that Mr Walpole’s letter, which
ke khew had been every where dispersed both
in Paris and London, was given to the press
by me; and as this supposition is contrary to
common sense on the one hand, and not sup-
ported even by the pretence of the slightest
probability on the other, they conclude, that it
never had any weight even with the person
himself who lays hold of it. They confirm
their sentiments by the number of fictions and
lies which he employs to justify his anger ; fic-
tions with regard to points in which 1t is im-
possible for him to be mistaken. They also
remark his real cheerfulness and gaiety, amidst
the deep melancholy with which he pretended
to be oppressed ; not to mention the absurd
reasoning which runs through the whole, and
on which it is impossible for any man to rest
his conviction. And though a very important
interest is here abandoned, yet money is not
universally the chief object with mankind: va-
nity weighs farther with some men, particular-
1y with this philosopher ; and the very osten-



‘HUME AND 1L.OUSSEAU. exvil

tation of refusing a pension from the King of
England—an ostentation which, with regard to
other Princes, he has often sought—might be
of itself a sufficient motive for his present con-
duct.

There are others of my friends who regard
this whole affair in a more compassionate light,
and consider Mr Rousseau as an object rather
of pity than of anger. They suppose the same
domineering pride and ingratitude to be the
basis of his character; but they are also will-
ing to believe that his brain has received a
sensible shock, and that his judgment, set a-
float, is carried to every side, as it is pushed by
the current of his humours and of his passions.
The absurdity of his belief is no proof of its
insincerity. He imagines himself the sole im-
portant being in the universe: he fancies all
mankind to be in a combination against him :
his greatest benefactor, as hurting him most, is
the chief object of his animosity : and though
he supports all his whimsies by lies and fic-
tions, this is so frequent a case with wicked
men, who are in that middle state between so-
ber reason and total frenzy, that it needs give
no surprise to any body.

I own that I am much inclined to this latter
opinion ; though, at the same time, I question
whether, in any period of his life, Mr Rous-
seau was ever more in his senses than he is at
present, The former brilliancy of his genius,
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and his great talents for writing, are no proof
of the contrary. It is an old remark, that great
wits are near allied to madness; and even in
those frantic letters which he has wrote to me,
there are evidently strong traces of his wonted
genius and eloquence. He has frequently told
me that he was composing his memoirs, in
which justice should be done to his own cha-
racter, to that of his friends, and to that of his
.enemies ; and as Mr Davenport informs me,
that, since his retreat intp the country, he bas
been much employed in writing, I have reason
to conclude that he is at present finishing that
undertaking. Nothing could be more unex-
pected to me than my passing so suddenly
from the class of his friend to that of his ene-
mies ; but this transition being made, I must
expect to be treated accordingly ; and I own
that this reflection gave me some anxiety. * A
work of this nature, both from the celebrity of
the person, and the strokes of eloquence inter-
spersed, would certainly attract the attention
of the world ; and it might be published either
after my death, or after that of the author. In
the former case, there would be nobody who
could tell the story, or justify my memory. In
the latter, my apology, wrote in opposition to

® In his letter of the 22d of March, he flatters me indirectly with the
figure I am to make in his Memoirs, In that of the 23d of June, he
threatens me. These are proofs how much he is in earnest,
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a dead person, would lose a great deal of its
authenticity. For this reason, I have at pre-
sent collected the whole story into one Narra-
tive, that I may show it to my friends, and at
any time have it in my power to make what-
ever use of it they and I should think proper.
I am, and always have been, such a lover of
peace, that nothing but necessity, or very for-
cible reasons, could have obliged me to give it
to the public.

¢ Perdidi beneficium. Numquid que consecravimus
perdidisse nos dicimus? Inter comsecrata benegficium
est ; etiam si male respondit, beme collatum. Non est
ille qualem speravimus ; simus nos quales fuimus, ei dis=

similes. *
SENECA DE BENEFICHS, LIB, v1I, CAP. 29,
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DECLARATION OF MR D'ALEMBERT, RELATING ToO
MR WALPOLE'S LETTER.

{Addressed to the Frenck Editors.)

It is with the greatest surprise I learn, from -
Mr Hume, that Mr Rousseau accuses me of
being the author of the ironical letter address-
ed to him, in the public papers, under the name
of the King of Prussia. Every body knows,
both at Paris and London, that such letter was
written by Mr Walpole; nor does he disown
it. He acknowledges only that he was a little
assisted, in regard to the style, by a person he
does not name, and whom perhaps he ought to
name. As to my part, on whom the public
suspicions have fallen in this affair, I am not at
all acquainted with Mr Walpole. I don’t even
believe I ever spoke to him ; having only hap-
pened to meet once occasionally on a visit. I
have not only had not the least to do, either
directly or indirectly, with the letter in ques-
tion, but could mention above a hundred per-
sons, among the friends as well as enemies of
Mr Rousseau, who have heard me greatly dis-
approve of it; because, as I said, we ought
not to ridicule the unfortunate, especially when
they do us no harm. Besides, my respect for
the King of Prussia, and the acknowledgments
I owe him, might, I should have thought, have
persuaded Mr Rousseau that I should not have
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taken such a liberty with the name of that
Prince, though in pleasantry.

To this I shall add, that I never was an ene-
my to Mr Rousseau, either open or secret, as
he pretends; and I defy him to produce the
least proof of my having endeavoured to injure
him in any shape whatever. I can prove to
the contrary, by the most respectable wit-
nesses, that I have always endeavoured to ob-
lige him, whenever it lay in my power.

As to my pretended secret correspondence
with Mr Hume, it is very certain that we did
not begin to write to each other till about five
or six months after his departure, on occasion
of the quarrel arisen between him and Mr
Rousseau, and into which the latter thought
proper unnecessarily to introduce me.

I thought this declaration necessary for my
own sake, as well as for the sake of truth, and
in regard to the situation of Mr Rousseau. I
sincerely lament his having so little confidence
in the probity of mankind, and particularly in
that of Mr Hume,

- D’ ALEMBERT.
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Will, in the first person, as I will walk, we will walk,
expresses the intention or resolution of the person, a-
long with the future event: In the second and third
person, as, you willy ke will, they will, it expresses the
future action or event, without comprehending or ex-
cluding the volition.

Shall, in the first person, whether singuler or plural,
expressess the future action or event, without exclud«
ing or comprehending the intention or resolution : But
in the second or third person, it marks a necessity, and
commonly a necessity proceeding from the person who
speaks; as, ke shall walk, you shall repent it.

These variations seem to have proceeded from a
politeness in the Englisk, who, in speaking to others,
or of others, made use of the term will, which implies
volition, even where the event may be the subject of
necessity and constraint. And in speaking of them-
selves, made use of the term skall, which implies cons
straint, even though the event may be the object of
choice.

Wou'd and show'd are conjunctive moods, subject to
the same rule; only, we may observe, that in a sen-
tence, where there is a condition exprest, and a con-
sequence of that condition, the former always requires
show’d, and the latter wow’d, in the second and third
persons; asy ¢f ke skow'd fall, he wow'd break his leg,
&e,
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These is the plural of tAis ; those of that. The for-
mer, therefore, expresses what is near: the latter, what
is more remote. As, in these lines of the Duke of
Buckingham,

“ Philosophers and poets vainly strove,

“ In every age, the lumpish mass to move.

“ But THOSE were pedants if compared with THESE,
“ Who knew not only to instruct, but please.”

‘Where a relative is to follow, and the subject has
not been mentioned immediately before, zAose is always
required.  T%ose observations ‘which he made. Those
kingdoms which Alexander conquered.

- In the verbs, which end in ¢, or e, we frequently
omit ed in the preterperfect and in the participle; as,
he operate, it was cultivate. Milton says, in thought
more elevate ; but he is the only author who uses that
expression.

Notice show’d not be used as a verb. The proper
phrase is take notice. Yet I find Lord Shaftesbury
uses notic'd, the participle: And umnotic’d is very
common.

Hinder to do, is Scotch. The Englisk phrase is, hinder

Jiom doing. Yet Milton says, Hindered not Satan to
pervert the mind, Book IX.

~ SCOTeH, ENGLISIH.
‘Conform to Conformable to
Friends and acquaintances Friends and acquaintance
Maltreat Abuse
Advert to Attend to
Proven, improven, spproven  Prov'd, improv'd, approv'd
Pled S . Pleaded

Incarcerate - Imprison
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Tear to pieces Tear in pieces
Drunk, run Drank, ran
Fresh weather Open weather
Tender Sickly
In the long run At long run

Notwithstanding of that

Contented himself to do

'Tis a question if ’

Discretion

With child to a man

Out of hand '

Simply impossible

A park ‘

In time coming

Nothing else

Mind it

Denuded

Severals

Some better

Anent

Allenarly

Alongst.  Yet the English
say both amid, smidst, a-
mong, and amongst

Evenly

As I shall answer

Cause him do it. Yet 'tis
good English to say, make
him do it -

Marry upon

Learn

There, where .

Effectuate. This word in Eng-
lish means to effect with
pains and difficulty.

Notwithstanding that
Contented himself with doing
"Tis a question whether
Civility

With child by & man
Presently

Absolutely impossible
An enclosure

In time to come

No other thing
Remember it

Divested

Several

Something better

With regard to

Solely

Along

Even
I protest or declare

Cause him to do it

Marry fo

Teach

Thither, whither
Effect



exxviii

SCOTCH.

SCOTTICISMS.

ENGLISN.

A wright, Yet tin good &Eng. A Carpenter

lish to say, a wheelwright

Defunct

Evite

Part with child
Notour

Te want it

To be difficulted
Rebuted
For ordinary
Think shame
In favours of
Dubiety
Prejudge
Compete
Heritable
To remeed
Bankier
Adduce a proof
Superplus
Forfaulture
In no event
Common soldiers
Big with a man
Bygone

Debitor
" Exeemed
Yesternight
Big coat
A chimney
Annualrent
Tenible argument
Amissing
To condescend upon

Deceast

Avoid

Miscarry

Notorious

To be without a thing, even
though it be not desirable

To be puzzled

Discouraged by repulses

Usnally

Asham’d

In favour of

Doubifulness

Hurt

Enter into competition.

Hereditary

To remedy

Banker

Produce a proof

Surplus

Forfeiture

In no case

Private men

Great with a man

Past

Debtor

Exempted

List night

Great coat

A grate

Interest

Good argument

Missing

To &pecify



SCOTTCISMS,

SCOTEH.
To discharge
To extinguish an obligation
To depone
A compliment,
To inquire at & man
To be angry at 8 man’
To send an errand
To furnish goods to him
To open up
Thucydide, Herodot, Sueton,

Butter and bread

Pepper and vinegar

Paper, pen and ink
Readily

On a sudden

Abv over | saw

For my share

Misgive

Rather chuse to buy as sell
Deduce

Look’t over the window

A pretty enough girl

"Tis a week since he left this

Come 1n to the fire

To take off & new coat
Alwise

Cut out his hair

Cry him

To crave

To get a stomach
Vacance

exXXix

ENGLISH.

"To forbid

To cancel an obligation
To depose

A present

To inquire of 8 man

To be angry with a man
To send off an errand

To furnish him with goods

‘To open, or lay open

Thucydides, Herodotus, Sue-
tonius

Bread and butter

Vinegar and pepper

Pen, ink and paper

Probably

Of a sudden

As I ever saw

For my part

Fail

Rather chuse to buy than sell

Deduct

Look’t out at the window

A pretty girl enough

"Tis 2 week since he left this
place

Come near the fire

To make up 2 new suit

Always

Cut off his hatr

Call him

To dun, to ask payment

To get an appetite

Vacation
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