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ADVERTISEMENT

FROM

THE EDITOR.

CITIZENNESS Roland, the wife of a man of fei-
ence, was perfuaded, that the celebrity of 2 woman
ought to be confined to the efteem arifing from the
praltice of domeftic virtues. On this account fhe al-
ways refufed to publifh writings, which would have
procured her literary fame. It was even neceffary to
be intimately acquainted with her, and enjoy her confi-
dence, to be enabled to form a juft eftimate of her

native merit, her acquired talents, and the ftrength of
her charafler.

Citizennefs Roland, the wife of a minifter, retained
the fame principles. She affifted her hufband in his
political labours, as fhe had before affifted him in his
{cientific purfuits, without fuffering her name to ap-

a M’



[ i ]
pear. But her fituation was changed. Before the
was confined within a narrow circle of friends: now,
vecome the centre of 2 numerous group, the enthufi-
aftic admiration of her friends, and the invidious ma-
levolence of her enemies, foon combined to give her
that renown, which the was ftill far from fecking.

Imprifoned, calumniated on all fides, having nought
but the fcaffold before her, citizennefs Roland could
not avoid feeking the efteem of pofterity, to confole
her for the injuftice of her contemporaries, and future
glory, as an indemnification for premature death.

Then alone fhe appeared to feparate her repu-
tation from that of her hufband: then alone fhe af-
fumed the pen, to make herfelf known as an indj-
vidual, and to furnith materials for hiftory in her own
name. It will be feen, however, that the fole defire
of her own reputation, and her own fame, determined
not her refolution: every page will thow, that fhe was
particularly animated with the duty of repelling the
calumnious charges accumulated againft her hufband,
and revenging the memory of Roland, if he thould not
have it in his power, to write or publifh his laft juftifi-
cation,

The public, already prejudiced in her favour, will
judge
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judge from a perufal of her writings, whether the were
really deferving of the commendations beftowed on
her by her friends, and whether fhe did not deferve
the hatred of the villains, who finally condemned her
to the block.

Malevolence, affuming the matk of criticifm, will
endeavour, no doubt, to depreciate this monument
ere@ted by a woman to the glory of her fex; but the
impartial reader will difcover her traits, I will only
fay, as an excufe for fome fuperfiuous relations, and
fome negligences of ftyle, that citizennefs Roland com-
pofed the part entitled Hiftorical Memoirs, two thirds
of which, and thofe the moft interefting, are loft, in
the fpace of one month, and all the reft in two and
twenty days, in the midft of vexations and difquie-
tudes of every kind; and that the manufcript had
very few corre&ions.

Many perfons, whofe charalters citizennefs Roland
has given, will have to complain of her. Pofterity
muft decide, whether fhe have judged them well or
ill. Ihave confined myfelf firilly to the office of an
editor; and not permitted myfelf to make the leaft
alteration in the text, even when it was evident, that
fhe had been miftaken. There is a paflage, for in-
flance, where fhe feems to caft fufpicions on citizen

az Dulaure,
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Dulaure, which I believe him far from deferving, and

which every true republican will be eager to repel.

It may not be amifs here to relate the caufe of her
errour.

Dulaure, a patriotic journalift, and a writer of cou-
rage, vifited Roland, whofe principles were analogous
to his own, and whofe conduét he efteemed. Dulaure,
a deputy to the convention, thought it incumbent on
bim, as a matter of delicacy, to defift from frequent-
ing the houfe of a minifter, of whofe allions he was
conftituted a judge. Citizennefs Roland attributed
this referve to a change of opinion in politics, and
to the inftigation of the mountaineers: hence the
gall, which feems to have predominated, when fhe
wrote the article concerning him ; but in which, not-
withftanding, fhe does his charaller the juftice it de-
ferves. The courage with which citizen Dulaure has
printed all the complaints of citizennefs Roland fince
the 31ft of may; the honourable profcription he has
undergone ; and his laft publication, entitled, Sup-
plement to the Crimes of the late Committees of

Government; render farther juftification unnecef-
fary,

It was my intention, to have given the public
the whole of the work at once; but the delays

of
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of the prefs at the prefent moment, and the obfer.
vations of fome good citizens, have determined me
to publifh it in parts. There will be four; which
will follow cach other, as fpeedily as circumftances
will permit. The fecond will be filled with feveral
detached pieces, refpefling the events of the revolu-
tion, and the papers that rclate to her death, or im-
mediately preceded it. The third and fourth will
contain her private life, written precifely after the
manner, and with the intentions, of the Confeflions of
Rouffeau: to which will be added fome familiar let-
ters, which I have found amongft my papers. Imuch
lament, that I have not a more complete ferics of her
correfpondence to publith®: it is in the effufions of
fricndthip, that the mind difplays itfelf fully, and
our opinions, inclinations, and acquirements, exhibit
themfelves unveiled. Hence I confider thefe letters,
though at firft view they appear to concern only our
friendfhip, taftes, and ftudies, as neceffary fupple-
ments to her private memoirs. In them will be feen
how ardent a republican fhe was from the firft: and
certainly, on the 28th of auguft, 1792, fhe could

® 'This correfpondence was very allive for feveral yeans, frequently
diumal during her abode at Amiens. My memory retraces imper-
feflly fome very interefling letters, I cannot now find them: poffibly
they are with feveral others in the hands of Lanthenas, to whom that

correfpondence was frequently common. He then confidered it, a0d
with reafon, as of great importance ; but now lememe

not
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not poflibly forefee, that France would become a re-

public ; ftill lefs that fhe was deflined, to a& a part
in it.

Citizennefs Roland was very fond of exercifing her
pen in epiftolary writing. She employed it on all
fubjefts with incredible facility, and much grace.
As a letter-writer {he was fuperiour, in my opinion,
to a Sevigné or a Maintenon: becaufe fhe was far
better informed than either of thofe two celebrated
women, and her correfpondence confifted of things,
not words.

I with to colleft all her Jetters, that may have been
preferved; which I here requeft them, who are in
pofleflion of them, to fend me, in the original, free
of expenfe as far as poffible ; and I propofe to pub-
lith them at the end of feveral literary produltions
of citizennefs Roland, which are known to me, and
which I think worthy of feeing the light.

Roland, during his retreat, had alfo compofed fome
hiftorical memoirs ; but they were configned to the
Rames, the moment the courageous woman, who con-
cealed him, was taken into cuftody. At the conclu.
fion of his firft miniftry, he publithed a colleftion of
pieces, calculated to make known to pofterity his

conduét
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condu&t in office; and I intend to continue it, by
colleting fuch as relate to his fecond miniftry.

But that I may be cnabled to accomplifh this ob-
je&, as well as the preceding one, it is requifite, that
the national convention, either by a general law, foli-
cited by all the friends of juftice, or a private decree,
defired by every true friend of liberty, reftore to the
daughter of Roland the property, to which fhe has
a juft claim. 1 muft have liberty to fearch amongft
the papers ftill under feal at Villefranche, as well as
thofe taken from the houfe at Paris, after the fale of
the furniture by the agents of the national domains.
It is the part of all fincere republicans, vi€tims of
tyranny, perfecuted for their virtues or talents, as
Roland and his wife, to favour my withes with their
influence, and promote the reftoration of my engaging
ward to all her rights.

Let me be permitted to conclude with a fingle
obfervation, perhaps not unneceffary. This work is,
at leaft at prefent, the fole fortune of Eudora, the
beloved daughter, the only child of Roland. Woe be
to the villain who dares to pirate it! For certainly he
would not be able to fell one copy of it, yet I would

not fail to call down upon him all the vengeance of
the law.

The
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The portrait of citizennefs Roland, engraved by
the worthy Pafquier, the countryman of Roland, and
the friend of them both, ought to have been placed
at the beginning of the firft part; but it cannot be

gotten ready for delivery, till the publication of the
Iaft.

BOSC.
Paris, germinal 20, in the year of the
sepublic 3 [apeil 9, 1995 .

HISTORICAL



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS.

Prifon of the Abbey, june, 1793

Noww ex a threne, to merrow in & prifox,

UCH is the fate of virtue at the period of revo-
lutions.  After the firft commotions of a people,
wearied out with the abufes, with which it had been
aggrieved, have fubfided, the fages, who have in-
firufted it in it’s rights, and affifted it in regaining
them, are called into places of authority : but thefe
they cannot long occupy, for the ambitious, eager to
avail themfelves of circumftances, foon miflead the
people by flattery, and tum it againft it’s real de.
fenders, to raife themfelves into confequence and
power. This has been the progrefs of things, parti-
cularly fince the tenth of auguft. Some day, per-
haps, I fhall take them up from an earlier date, to
retrace with my pen what my fituation has enabled
me to know: at prefent my fole obje& is to commit
to paper the circumftances of my arreft; an amufe-
ment natural to the folitary, who pourtrays what
affe&ts himfelf, and exprefles what he feels.

The refignation of Roland appeafed not his ere-
mies. He had quitted the miniftry, in fpite of his
refolves to lay the ftorm, and brave every danger;

B becaufe
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becaufe the ftate of the council, when he became
fully acquainted with it, and his weaknefs, continually
increafing, and ftrongly marked about the middle of
january, prefented nothing to his view but faults and
follies, of which he muft participate the difgrace. He
was not even allowed to enter on the regifter of the
deliberations his opinions, or his motives, when they

were contrary to the determination of the majority,
‘Thus from the day of that pitiful decree refpefling
the piece of I’ Ami des Loix, ¢ the Friend of the Laws,’
which he would not fign, becaufe the fecond branch
of it was at leaft ridiculous, he no longer affixed his
fignature to any of the deliberations of the council,
. This was the fifteenth of january. In the convention
he difcovered nothing to afford him encouragement.
There his very name was become the fignal of dif-
cord and difturbance: it was no longer permitted to
be pronounced without uproar: if a member ven-
tured to anfwer the odious accufations gratuitoufly
preferred againft the minifter, he was treated as an
inftrament of faltion, and compelled to be filent. Yet
Pache in the war department was committing every
fault, into which his weakneis and implicit fubmif-
fion to the jacobins, or the perfidy and audacioufnefs
of his agents, could lead him: and the convention
could not obtain the difmiffal of Pache, for the mo-
ment a fingle voice lifted itfelf againft him, the barkers
retorted the name of Roland. Thus the continuation
of his courageous conteft in the miniftty could no
longer reftrain the faults of the council, whilit it be-
came an additional motive of diforder in the conven-
tion. He gave in, therefore, his refignation. That the
found
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found part of the legiflative body, thoroughly con-
vinced as it was of the virtues and talents of the
calumniated minifter, durft not make a fingle obfer-
tion on the fubje&, fufficiently proves it's neceflity.
This was unqueftionably weaknefs: for it needed a
firm and honeft minifter in the home department, who
would have been it's moft powerful ftay ; and lofing
this it muft fubmit to the yoke of the extravagants,
who fought to raife up and maintain an authority ca-
pable of rivalling the national reprefentation.

Roland fupported an ufurping commune: Roland
impreffed on all the adminiftrative bodies an uniform,
harmonious, and regular motion: he watched over
the fupply of provifion to the grand family: he had
eftablithed peace in all the departments ; and infpired
them with that order, which {prings from juftice, that
confidence, which arifes from vigilant adniiniftration,
an affeCtionate correfpondence, and the communica-
tion of knowledge. Roland, therefore, ought to have
been fupported: but weaknefs refufed the means;
and he, who knew well that weaknefs, had nothing
left him to do, but, to withdraw.,

The timid Garat, an amiable man in fociety, of
moderate talents as = man of letters, and contempti-
ble as a member of adminiftration; whofe being
chofen minifter of juftice proved the want of men of
capaclty, a want which they only can know, who,
occupying places of importance, have coadjutors to
feek ; had not fenfe enough to remain in that office,
where there is leaft to be done, and in which his infirm
health, natural indolence, and incapacity for bufi-
nefs, muft have been leaft confpicuons : he removed to

B2 the
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the home department, without poflefling one of the
branches of knowledge it demands, not only with
refpe& to politics, but in regard to commerce, the
arts, and innumerable minutize, that come under it’s
cognizance : with his ignorance and ina&livity he at-
tempted to fupply the place of the moft a&tive man
in the republic, and the beft informed in all thefe
points. The loofenefs of the machine foon disjointed
it’s parts, and proved the weaknefs of the regulator:
the departments were thrown into commotion, fcar-
city was felt, and the flames of civil war were lighted
up in Vendée ; the authorities of Paris began to en-
croach ; the jacobins affumed the reins of govern-
ment ; the puppet Pache, difmiffed from the depart-
ment, which he had unhinged, was raifed by the
cabal to the mayoralty, where his fupplenefs was
wanted, and replaced at the council-board by the idiot
Bouchotte, as fupple as he, and even exceeding him
in ftupidity.

Roland gave a terrible blow to his adverfaries, by
publithing, on his retirement, fuch accounts, as no
minifter before him had furnithed. To have examined
them, and fan&ioned them by a report, was a piece
of juftice, which he muft have folicited in vain: for
that would have been, to acknowledge the falfehood
of the abloquy thrown on him, the infamy of his de-
traftors, and the weaknefls of the convention, that
durft not undertake his defence.

It was neceffary to perfevere in flandering him,
without coming to the proof; to blind and miflead
tne public opinion with refpeét to him, fo as to be
able to ruin him with impunity ; and thus to remove

a troublefome
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a troublefome witnefs of fo many atrocities, which
muft be concealed or juftified, to preferve to thofe
who committed them that wealth and authority, in
the acquirement of whicth they were inftrumental.
In vain did Roland intreat, publith, and write feven
times in four months to the convention, to demand an
examination and report on his conduét in the miniftry:
the jacobins continued to employ their fatellites, to
proclaim him as a traitor: Marat proved to his fel-
lows, that his head was neceffary to the tranquillity
of the republic: confpiracies, fruftrated, renewed,
flrangled in the birth, yet again revived, terminated at
length in the infurrcélion of the 31ft of may, when the
good people of Paris, with a fixed determination to
maflacre no one, did every thing it's audacious direét-
ors, it’s infolent commune, and the revolutionary coms
mittee of meflieurs the jacobins, become fools, mad-
men, or the hirelings of the enemy, chofe to diétate.
Roland had written the eighth time to the convention,
which did not even deign to read his letter. 1 was
preparing to get paflports figned by the municipality,
that I might go with my daughter into the country,
to which I was called by domeftic bufinefs, the ftate
of my health, and many good reafons. Amongft
other things I confidered, how much more eafy it
would be for Roland alone to withdraw from the pur-
fuit of his enemies, fhould they proceed to the laft
excefs, than if he were with his little family: pru-
dence urged the diminution of the points in which he
could be attacked *. My paffports had been delayed

* This was not my flrongelt inducement; for, tired of the courfe

of affuirs, I feared nothing for myfelf; innocent and courageous, in-
B3 juftice
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at the feQtion, through the chicanery of fome zea-
lous maratifts, in whofe eyes I was an obje&t of
fufpicion; and they were but juft delivered to me,
when a fit of the nervous colic, attended with vio-
Jent convulfions, the fole indifpofition to which
1 am liable, and to which the vehement affec-
tions of a ftrong mind ruling a robuft frame expofe
me, confined me to my bed. Six days thus elapfed,
and I purpofed to go out on friday, to repair to the
municipality, The found of the alarm-bell informed
me, that it was not a proper time. Every thing had
Jong foretold a crifis neceffary. This, it is true,
threatened, from the afcendency of the jacobins, to
be unfavourable to the real friends of liberty: but
energetic minds deteft uncertainty : and the debafe-
ment of the convention, with it’s daily aéls of weak-
nefs and flavery, appeared to me fo diftrefsing, that I
almoft deemed the utmoft excefles preferable ; for thefe
muft have opened the eyes of the departments, and
determined their condu&@. The alarm gun, and ‘the
commotions of the day, awakened in me that intereft,
which grand events infpire, without any painful emo-
tion. Two or three perions came to vifit us; and
one, in particular, prefled Roland to make his ap-
prearance at his feCtion, where he was well efteemed,
and the prudent precautions of which were the beft
warrants of his fafety. It was agreed, however, that
he fhould not flecp at home the following night:

juftice might reach, but could mot degrade me ; and to fuffer it, was
a trial, in the thowght of braving which I felt pleafure : but another
reafon, altogether perfonal, and which fome day perhaps my pen will
difciofe, determined me to depart,

though
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though nothing was talked of but the good intentions
of the citizens, who arranged themfelves under arms,
in order to oppofe every at of violence ; but it was
not added, that they would permit all the preparations
for afls of violence to be made.

The blood boils in my veins, when I hear the good-
nefs of the parifians vaunted, who would have no
more fuch days as the 2d of feptember. Juft hea-
vens! you are not wanted to execute another, you
have only to fuffer it as before : but you are neceffary
to colle&t the viftims, and you civilly lend your hands
to apprehend them ; you are neceflary to give the ap-
pearance of a legitimate infurreftion to the fribunes,
who fway you, and you approve their undertakiogs,
you obey their orders, and take the oath of fealty
to the monftrous authorities they create; you fur-
round the legiflative body with your bayonets, and
you permit the decrees, it is wanted to pafs, to
be diftated toit. Boaft, then, no more, of being it’s
defenders: it is you, who bind it in chains; you,
who deliver into the hands of oppreffion it’s members
moft diftinguifhed for their virtues and their talents,
and with equal cowardice fee them brought to a fcaf-
fold, by proceedings fimilar to thofe which deftroyed
Sidney; you, who will anfwer for fo many crimes to
indignant France, who ferve the caufe of her enemies,
and prepare the way for federalifm. Think you, that
the proad Marfeilles, and fage Gironde, will pafs over
the affront done to their reprefentatives, or ever frae
ternife with your city black with guilt? You are the
deftroyers of your country, and foon will lament io

B4 vain,
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vain, in the midft of it's ruins, your infamous pufilla-
nimity.

It was half after five in the evening, when fix men
armed came to our houfe. One of them read to
Roland an order of the revolutionary committee, by the
authority of which they came to apprehend him. ‘I
know no law,’ faid Roland, ¢ which conftitutes the
authority you cite to me, and I fhall obey no orders
proceeding from it. If you employ violence, 1 can
only oppofe to you the refiftance of a man of my ycars;
but I fhall proteft againft it to the laft moment.’—'I
have no order to employ violence,’ replied the perfon,
¢ and I will leave my colleagues here, whilft I go and
report your anfwer to the council of the commune.’

Immediately it occurred to me, that it would be
well to announce this circumftance to the convention
with fome noife, in order to prevent the arreft of Ro-
Iand, or to obtain his prompt releafe, if this thould be
carfied into execution. To communicate the thought
to my hufband, write a letter to the prefident, and fet
out, was the bufinefs of a few minutes. My fervant
was abfent; I left a friend, who was in the houfe,
with Roland; and ftepped alone into a hackney-
coach, which I ordered to proceed as faft as poffible
to the Carrouzel. The court of the Tuileries was
filled with armed men. 1 croffed, and flew through
the midft of them like a bird. I was drefled in a
morning gown, and had put on a black fhawl, and a
veil. On my arrival at the doors of the outer halls,
which were all fhut, I found fentinels, who allowed
no one to enter, or fent me by turns from one door to
another. In vain I infifted on admiffion: at length I

bethought
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bethought myfelf of employing fuch language, as
might have been uttered by fome devotee of Robef-
pierre : ©but, citizens, in this day of falvation for our
country, in the midft of thofe traitors we have to fear,
you know not of what importance fome notes I have to
tranfmit to the prefident may be. Letme at leaft fee
one of the meflengers, that I may entruft them to him.’

The door opened, and I ecntered into the petitions
ers hall. I inquired for a meflenger of the houfe.
‘Wait till one comes out:' faid one of the inner fentinels.
A quarter of an hour paffed away: I perceived Roze,
the perfon who brought me the decree of the conven-
tion, which invited me to repair to the bar, on occafion
of the ridiculous accufation of Viard, whom I over-
whelmed with confufion: now I folicited permiffion
to appear there, and announced Roland to be in
danger, with which the public weal was connefted.
But circumftances were no longer the fame, though
my rights were equal: before invited, now a fuppli-
ant, could I expe& the fame fuccefs? Roze took
charge of my letter; underflood the fubjeét of my
impatience ; and repaired to lay it on the table, and
urge it’s bging read. An hour elapfed. I-walked
haftily backwards and forwards : every time the door
opened my eyes were caft towards the hall, but it
was immediately fhut by the guard: a fearful noife
was heard at intervals: Réze again appeared.—
¢ Well '—* Nothing has been done yet. A tumult
I cannot defcribe prevails in the affembly. Some
petitioners, now at the bar, demand the two-and-twenty
to be apprehended: I have juft aflifted Rabaud to
flip out without being fcen: they are not willing he

fhould
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fhould make the report of the commiffion of rwefve :
he has been threatened : feveral others are efcaping:
there is no knowing what will be the event.’—~Who
is the prefident now ?'—* Héraut-Séchelles.’—¢ Ah!
my letter will not be read. Send fome deputy to me,
with whom I can fpeak a few words."—Whom ?'—
¢ Indeed I have been little acquainted, or have little
cfteem for any, but them, who are profcribed. Tell
Vergniaux I am inquiring for him.’

Réze went in queft of him. After a confiderable
time he appearcd. We talked togcther for ten mi-
nutes. He went back into the hall, returned, and faid
tome: ‘In the prefent ftate of the affembly, I dare not
flatter you, you have little to hope.' If you get admiffion
to the bar, you may obtain 2 little more favour as a
woman ; but thc convention can do no more good.’—
¢ It can do every thing:’ exclaimed I: ¢ for the majo-
rity of Paris feeks only to know what it has to do.
If I were admitted, I would venture to fay, what you
could not without expofing yourfelf to an accufation.
1 fear nothing ; and if I cannot fave Roland, I will
utter with energy truths, which will not be ufelefs to
the republic. Inform your worthy colleagues: a
burft of courage may have a great effe&t, and at leaft
will fet a great example.'—In faft, I was in that
temper of mind, which imparts eloquence: warm
with indignatian, fuperiour to all fear, my bofom
glowing for my country, the ruin of which I forefaw,
every thing dear to me in the world expofed to the
utmoft danger, fecling ftrongly, exprefling my fenti-
ments with fluency, too proud not to utter them with
dignity, I had fubjcts in which I was highly interefted

to
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to difcufs, poffeffed fome means of defending them,
and was in a fingular fituation for doing it with ad-
vantage.—‘ But, at any rate, your letter cannot be
read this hour or two: a plan of a decree, forming
fix articles, is going to be difcuffed: petitioners, de-
puted by the feftions, wait at the bar: think what an
attempt '— I will go home, then, to hear what has
pafled; and will immediately return: fo tell our
friends.’—* Moft of them are abfent : they fhow them-
fclves courageous, when they are here; but they are
deficient in affiduity.’—¢ That is unfortunately too
true.’
I quitted Vergniaux: I flew to Louvet’s: 1 wrote
a note to inform him of what was going on, and what
I forefaw. I flung myfelf into a hackney-coach, and
ordered it home. The poor horfes anfwered not the
fpeed of my wifhes. Soon we were met by fome
battalions, whofe march ftopped us: I jumped out
of the coach, paid the coachman, ruthed throngh
the ranks, and made off. This was near the Louvre.
I ran to our houfe, which was oppofite St. Céme, in
Harp-fireet. The porter whifpered me, that Roland
was gone into the landlotd’s, at the bottom of the
court. Thither I repaired, in a profufe perfpiration.
A glafs of wine was brought me, and I was told, that
the bearer of the mandate of arreft having returned,
without being able to procure a hearing at the coun-
cil, Roland had perfifted in protefting againft his or-
ders; and that thefe good people had demanded his
proteft in writing, and had then withdrawn: after
which Roland went through the landlord’s apartment,
and got out of the houfe the back way. Idid the fame
to
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to find him, to inform him of what I had done, and to
acquaint him with the fleps I meant to purfue. At
the firft houfe to which 1 repaired, I found him not
in the fecond I did. From the folitarinefs of the
fireets, which were illuminated, I prefumed it was
late; yet this did not prevent my defign of returning
to the convention. There I would have appeared
ignorant of Roland’s efcape, and fpoken as I had
before intended. I was about to fet off on foot, with-
out being confcious, that it was paft ten o'clock, and
that I was out that day for the firft time fince my ill-
nefs, which demanded reft and the bath. A hackney-
coach was brought me. On approaching the Car-
rouzel, I faw nothing more of the armed force : two
pieces of cannonm, and a few men, were flill at the
gate of the national palace: I went up to it, and
found the fitting was diffolved !

What, on the day of an infurre&ion, when the
found of the alarm-bell fcarcely ceafes to ftrike the
ear, when forty thoufand men in arms furrounded the
convention only two hours before, and petitioners
threatened it's members from the bar, the affembly is
not permanent !—Surely then it is completely fubju.
gated! it Las done every thing, that it was ordered!
The revolutionary power is fo mighty, that the con-
vention dares not oppofe it, and it has no need of the
convention !

¢ Citizens,’ faid I to fome fans-culottes collefted
round a cannon, ¢ has every thing gone well '— O
wonderfully ! they embraced, and fung the hymn of
the marfeillefe, there, under the tree of liberty.—
“What,then, istheright fide appeafed :'—* Faith, it was

obliged
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obliged to liften to reafon.'—¢ And what of the com-
mittec of twelve ’—* It is kicked into the ditch.’—
¢ And the fwenty-two ?’—The municipality will caufe
them to be taken up.'—* Good: but can it?—Is it
not the fovereign? It was neceffary it fhould, to fet
thofe b—— of traitors right, and fupport the common-
wealth.’—¢ But will the departments be well pleafed
to {ee their reprefentatives * * * *'—¢ What are
you talking of ? the parifians do nothing but in con-
cert with the departments: they have faid fo to the
convention.'—* That is not too clear, for, to know
their will, the primary affemblies fhould have met.’—
¢ Were they wanting on the 10th of auguft ? Did not
the departments approve what Paris did then? They
do the fame now: it is Paris that faves them.'—
¢ That ruins them rather, perhaps.’

I had croffed the court, and arrived at my hackney-
coach, as I finithed this dialogue with an old faus-
culotte, no doubt well paid to tutor the dupes. A
pretty dog preffed clofe at my heels:—¢ Is the poor
creature your’s?’ faid the coachman to me, with a
tone of fenfibility very rare amongtt his fellows, which
ftruck me extremely.—* No: I know nothing of him:*
anfwered I gravely, as if 1 were {peaking of a man,
and already thinking of fomething elfe: ¢ you will fet
me down at the galleries of the Louvre.” There I
intended ta call on a friend, with whom I would con-
fult on the means of getting Roland out of Paris. We
had not gone a dozen yards before the coach ftopped.
¢ What is the matter?’ faid I to the coachman.—
¢ Ah, he has left me; like a fool; and I wanted to
keep him for my little boy. He would have been

highly
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highly pleafed with him. Wheugh! Wheught
Wheugh '—I recolle€ted the dog: it was gratifying
to me to have for a coachman, at fuch an hour, a2 man
of a good heart, of feeling, and a father. ¢ Endeavour
to catch him:’ faid I: € you fhall put him into the
coach, and I will take care of him for you.”—The good
man, quite delighted, caught the dog, opened the door,
and gave him to me for a companion. The poor ani-
mal appeared fenfible, that he had found prote€tion
and an afylum: I was greatly careffed by him, and I
thought of that tale of Sandi, in which is defcribed
an old man, weary of his fellow creatures, and difgufted
with their paffions, who retired to a wood, in which he
conftruéted himfelf a dwelling, of which he {weetened
the folitude by means of fome animals, who repaid his
cares with teftimonies of affe&tion, and with a fpecies
of gratitude, to which he confined himfelf, for want of
meeting with it’s like amongft mankind.

Pafquier had juft gone to bed. He rofe: I pro-
pofed to him my plan. We agreed, that he fhould
come to me the next day after feven o’clock, and I
would inform him where to find his friend. I returned
to my coach: it was ftopped by the fentry, at the poft
of the Woman of Samaria. ¢ Have a little patience:’
whifpered the good coachman to me, turning back on
his feat : it is the cuftom at this time of night.’—The
ferjeant came, and opened the door. ¢ Who is here?
—¢ A woman.'—* Whence do you come "—* From the
convention.—* It is very true:’ added the coachman,
as if he feared, I fhould not be credited.—* Whither
are you going #'-—¢ Home.’—* Have you no bundles?
I have nothing. Sec.’—¢ But the affembly hzs

broken
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broken up.’—*¢ Yes: at which I am very forry, for I
had a petition to make’—¢ A woman! at this hour!
itis very ftrange: it is very imprudent."—¢No doubt
it is not a very common occurrencc: I muft have
had ftrong reafons for it.”—* But, madam, alone ?"—
¢ How, fir, alone! Do you not fee I have innocence
and truth withme ? what more is neceffary #—* I muft
fubmit to your reafons.”— And youdo well:’ replied
I, in a gentler tone: ¢ for they are good.’

The horfes were fo fatigued, that the coachman
was obliged to pull them by the bridle, to get them up
the hill, in the ftreet in which [ refided. [ got home:
I difmiffed him : and I had afcended eight or ten fteps,
when a man, clofe at my heels, who had flipped in at
the gate unperceived by the porter, begged me to con-
dut him to citizen Roland.— To his apartment, with
all my heart, if you have any thing of fervice to him
to impart: but to him is impoflible,’—¢ This evening
he will certainly be apprehended.’—¢ They muft be
very dexterous, who accomplith it.'—¢ You give me
great pleafure ; for it is an honeft citizen who accofts
you.'—* [ am glad of it ’ faid I, and went on, without
well knowing what to think of the adventure.

Why, under fuch circumftances, did you enter into
your houfe ? perhaps the reader will aik.

The queftion is by no means out of place: for flan-
der had attacked me too, and malevolence might have
exercifed itfelf againft me: but to give a proper an-
fwer to it, the ftate of my mind muft be completely
unfolded, and this would require details, which I re-
ferve for a future period: their refults will be all I
thall notice at prefent. I have naturally an averfion

to
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to every thing inconfiftent with the grand, bold, and
ingenuous courfe of innocence: the exertions necef-
fary to withdraw myfelf from the hand of injuftice
would be to me more painful, than any thing it could
infli&€. In the laft two months of Roland’s miniftry,
our friends often urged us to quit the hotel, and did
perfuade us thrice to flecp from home; each time
againft my confent. An affaffination was then appre-
hended : but it was my opinion, that no perfons could
eafily be induced to violate the afylum of a man in-
vefted with a public office; and if there were fuch
wretches, it appeared to me, that the perpetration of
fuch an a&t would be produftive of benecficial confe-
quences. At all events, it was incumbent on the mi-
nifter to be at his poft: for there his death would cry
aloud for vengeance, and all the republic would know
it: whilft it was poffible to reach him in his goings
out or comings in, with equal advantage to the perpe-
trator of the aft, and lefs effeét for the public weal,
lefs glory for the vitim. Such reafoning, I am aware,
will be deemed abfurd by them, who prefer life to all
things: but he, who fets any value on his life in a pe-
riod of revolution, will fet 1ione on virtue, on honour,
or on his country. Inthe month of january, therefore,
I would on no account leave the hotel: the bed of
Roland was in my chamber, that we might both un-
dergo the fame fate: and under my pillow I kept a
piftol, not to kill them, who might come to affaffinate
us, but to fecure myfelf from any indignity, if they of-
fered to lay hands upon me.

Out of place the obligation was no longer the fame,
and I thought it right in Roland, to fhun the fury of

the
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the populace, and the talons of his enemies. To in-
jure me, could not be to them a matter of equal impor-
tance: of my death they would not incur the odium;
and to imprifon me would be to them of little fervice,
and to me no great misfortune. Were they poffefled
of fufficient fenfe of fhame, to attempt to proceed ac-
cording to form, and examine me, I fhould find no dif-
ficulty in confounding them; and this might ferve to
undeceive thofe, who were really mifled with refpeét
to Roland. If they began anew a fecond of feptem-
ber, the honeft deputies would be alfo in their power,
and all would be loft at Paris. In this cafe I would
have preferred death, to living a witnefs of my coun-
try’s ruin; and been proud of being comprifed
amongft the glorious vi€tims facrificed to the fury of
guilt. That fury, glutted on me, would be lefs violent
againft Roland, who, if faved from this crifis, might
ftill render great fervices to the public in fome part of
France. Thus, cither I rifked only imprifonment, and
a trial, which I could turn to the advantage of my
hufband, and of my country: or if I muft perifh, it
would be under circumftances, by which life would to
me be rendered odious.

I have an amiable daughter. I fuckled her at my
own breaft. I brought her up with the enthufiaftic
anxiety of maternal love. T have fet before her fuch
examples, as at her age will not be forgotten: and
fhe will be a good woman, with fome talents. Her
education may be completed without my affiftance ;
her life will afford confolation to her father ; but the
will never feel my ftrong affe€tions;; fhe will never know
my pains, or my pleafures: yet were I to be born

C again,
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again, and to have my own choice of difpofitions, I
would not change my frame, but would demand of the
gods to make me, fuch as I am now formed. Since the
refignation of the minifter, [ had lived fo retired from
the world, that I faw fcarcely any perfon: the occu-
piers of one houfe, in which I might have concealed
myfelf, were in the country: in another there was a
fick perfon, which rendered the admiffion of a new
gueft too troublefome: that, in which Roland was
concealed, could not accommeodate me without great
inconvenience ; befides, it would have been too fufpi-
cious, perhaps impolitic, for me to have been in the
fame place withhim: finally, it would have been pain-
ful to me, to have abandoned my fervants: and there-
fore I returned home, quieted their uneafinefs, already
grown to a confiderable pitch, embraced my child, and
took up my pen, to write a note, which I intended to
difpatch early in the morning to my hufband.

Scarcely had [ fitten down, when I heard a knock
at my door. It was about midnight. A numerous
deputation of the commune appeared, and inquired
for Roland.—* He is not at home.—¢But,’ faid the
perfon, who wore an officer’s gorget, to me, ¢ where
can he be? when will he return? You know his way
of life, and can judge when we may expe@ him.—
¢ 1 know not,’ replied I, ¢ whether your orders autho-
rife you to put fuch queftions to me; but this I know,
that nothing can oblige me to anfwer them. Roland
quitted his houfe, whilft I was at the convention: he
could not then make me his confident: and I have
nothing more to fay to you.’

The troop withdrew much diffatisfied. perceived,
that
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that a fentry was left at my door, and a guard at that
of the houfe. From this I inferred, that I muft fum-
mon ftrength to fupport whatever might happen, Ex-
haufted with fatigue, I ordered fupper, finithed my let-
ter, entrufted it to my faithful nurfe, and retired to
bed. Ihad flept foundly about an hour when my fer-
vant entered my chamber, to inform me, that the offi-
cers of the fe&ion requefted me to go into the adjoin-
ing apartment. ¢ I underftand them,’ replied1: ¢ go
child, they fhall not wait for me long.’ I jumped out
of bed, and drefled myfelf. My nurfe came in, and
was f{urprized, that I fhould take the trouble to put
on any thing more than a wrapping gown.—* A pro-
per drefs is neceffary to go out in,’ obferved I.—The
poor woman looked in my face, and the tears gufhed
into her eyes. I went into the next room.

¢ We come, citizennefs, to put you under arreft, and
to affix feals on your property.’— Where is your autho-
rity ’—¢ Here ;' faid a man, taking out of his pocket
a mandate from the revolutionary committee®, to con-
vey me to the Abbey, without fpecifying any motive
for the arreft. ¢ I may tell you, with Roland, that I
know nothing of this committee, that I will not obey
it's orders, and that you fhall not take me hence, unlefs
by violence,’—¢ Here is another order,’ faid eagerly,
with an air of confequence, a little hard featured man;
and he read me one from the commune, which di-
refled, alfo without alleging any charge, the arreit of
both Roland and his wife. Whilft it was reading, I de-

® The authorefs means the committee of infarre@ion of the come
rmune of the 31 of may.
Ca2 bated
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bated with myfelf, whether I fhould carry my refift-
ance to the utmoft, or quietly refign myfelf into their
hands. I might plead the law, which prohibited noc-
turnal arrefts; and if the law, which authorifes ma-
giftrates to feize fufpe€ted perfons were urged, I might
retort the illegality of the municipality itfelf, cafhiered
and created anew by an arbitrary power. But then
this power the citizens of Paris had in fome meafure
fan&tioned : the law was become nothing more than
an empty name, employed for the purpofe of tramp-
ling more fecurely on the moft acknowledged rights:
and force prevailed, to which if I compelled thefe
Brutes to have recourfe, they would preferve no
bounds in it’s application. Refiftance therefore was
ufelefs, and could ferve only to expofe me.

‘ How do you mean to proceed, gentlemen ?"—¢ We
have fent for the juftice of peace of the-feftion, and
you fee a detachment of his armed force.’—The juftice
of peace arrived. They went into my falon, and
fixed feals to every thing, to the windows, to the
drawers for linen. One man would have had them
put on a piano-forte, but he was told it was an inftru-
ment of mufic: he then drew out a foot rule, and took
it’s dimenfions, as if he defigned it for fome particular
place. I afked leave to take out'my daughter’s ward-
robe! and I made up a fmall packet of nightclothes
for miyfelf. In the mean time fifty or a hundred per-
fons were paffing backwards and forwards continu-
ally, filled two rooms, crowded every place, and
might. eafily conceal malicious perfons difpofed either
to remove or to put in any thing. The air became
loaded with noifome exhalations, and I was obliged to

retire
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retire to the window of the anti-chamber to fetch
breath. The officer durft not command this crowd to
withdraw: occafionally he addreffed to it a flight re-
queft, which produced only it’s renewal. Sitting down
at my bureau, I wrote to a friend concerning my fitua-
tion, or to reccommend to him my daughter. AsI was
folding it up, Mr. Nicaud, the bearer of the order
from the commune, faid; ¢ madam, you muft read your
letter, and tell us to whom it is addrefled.’—* I have
no objetion to read it, if that will fatisfy you.—¢ It
is of more confequence, to fay to whom you addrefs
it'—¢That I certainly fhall not do: the title of my
friend is not of a nature, at prefent, to induce me, to
name to you thofe, on whom I beftow it:’ and I tore
the letter to pieces. When I turned my back, they
picked up the fragments, to put them under feal, 1
was tempted to laugh at their ftupid cagernefs, for the
letter had no direétion.

In fine, at feven in the morning I left my daughter
and my people, after having recommended to them
calmnefs and patience. By their tears I felt myfelf
more honoured, than it was in the power of oppref-
fion to render me dejefted.—¢ You have people there,
who love you:' faid one of the commiffioners.—¢ I have
never had any about me, who did not-’ replied I'; and
I defcended the ftairs. From the bottom of them to
the coach, which was on the oppofite fide of the
ftreet, two rows of armed men were drawn up, and a
crowd of curjous perfons had affembled around. I
walked flowly and deliberately between them, atten-
tively viewing the cowardly or mifled multitude. The
armed force followed the coach in two files: whilft

Cs3 the
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the wretched populace, deceived, and maffacred in the
perfons of it’s true friends, flopped as I pafled by, at-
tralted by the fight, and forae women cried out, ¢ s0 ¢
guillotine’— Shall we draw up the blinds?’ faid one of
the commiffioners to me very civilly.— No, gentle-
men, innocence, however opprefled, never puts on the
guife of criminality : I fear not the eye of any one, and
I would not conceal myfelf from any perfon’s view.’

—* You have more courage, than many men : you fub-
mit to juftice calmly.’—* Juftice! Were juftice done,
I thould not now be in your hands: but fhould an
iniquitous procedure fend me to the fcaffold, I would
mount it with the fame firmnefs and tranquillity, with
which I now go to a prifon. I figh for my country: I
regret my miftake in fuppofing it qualified for liberty
and happinefs: but life I appreciate at it’s due value;
1 have never feared aught but guilt; injuftice and
death I defpife.’—~The poor commiffioners did not per-
fe@ly comprehend fuch language, and probably
thought it very ariftocratic.

We arrived atthe Abbey, the theatre of thofe bloody
fcenes, the revival of which the jacobins have for fome
time preached up with fuch fervour. The firft objells,
that prefented themfelves to my fight, were five or fix
field beds, occupied by as many men, ina gloomy cham-
ber. As foon as I had paffed the wicket, all feemed
in motion; and my guides made me afcend a dirty
narrow ftaircafe. We came to the keeper, in a fort of
little falon, which was tolerably clean, where he of-
fered me a couch. ¢ Where is my chamber?’ faid I to
his wife, a corpulent woman, witha good countenance.
—* Madam, I did not expe& you: I have no one

ready:
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ready: in the mean time you will remain here.’—The
commiffioners went into the adjoining room, direfted
an entry of their mandate to be made, and gave their
verbal orders. Thefe, I afterwards learnt, were very
rigid, and often renewed afterwards, but they durft
not give them in writing. The keeper knew his trade
too well, literally to purfue, what he was under no ob-
ligation to follow. He is an honeft man, attive, oblig-
ing, and in the exercife of his office leaves nothing for
Jjuftice or humanity to defire.—~* What would you
choofe for breakfaft?’—* A little capillaire.’

The commiffioners withdrew, obferving to me, that
Roland ought not to have abfconded, if he had been
innocent.—* When a man, who has rendered fuch im-
portant fervices to the caufe of liberty, is expofed to
fufpicion ; when a minifter, whofe condu& has been
fo open, and accounts fo clear, is become an objeét of
deteftable calumny, and the bittereft perfecution; it
would be ftrange, if he did not withdraw himfelf from
the laft extremities of envy. Juft as Ariftides, fevere
as Cato, to his virtues he is indebted for his enemies.
Their fury knows no bounds: let them fatiate it on
me: I defy it’s power, and to it I devote myfelf. Itis
incumbent on him, to fave himfelf for the fake of his
country, to which he may yet be capable of rendering
important fervice.'—The gentlemen were a little con
founded ; made me no anfwer but a bow; and de-
parted.

Whilft I breakfafted, a bed-chamber was haftily put
in order, into which I was introduced. - You may re-
main here, madam, the whole day; and if I cannot
get ready an apartment for you this evening, as I have

Cs a
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a great many perfons in the houft,a bed fhall bemade
up in the falon,—The keeper’s wife, who faid this
to me, added fome civil obfervations on the regret fhe
felt, whenever a perfon of her own tex arrived, fub-
joining: ¢ for they have not all your ferene counte-
vance, madam.—] thanked her with a {mile ; and fhe
locked me 1n.

Thus, then, I am in prifon; faid I to myfelf. Ifat
down, and gave myfelf up to profound refle@ion. The
moments that followed I would not exchange for
thofe, which others would efteem the moft happy of
my life. Never will they be erafed from my memory.
They enabled me to feel, in a critical fituation, witha
ftormy, precarious period in view, all the value of ho-
nefty and fortitude, in the fincenity of a good confci-
ence, and the ftrength of a courageous mind. Hither-
to, impelled by circumftances, my alions, in this cri-
fis, had been the refuit of a lively fentiment, hurrying
me away. How grateful to find it's effe&s juftified by
reafon! { recalled to my mind the paft: I weighed the
events of the future: and if, liftening to a heart of fen-
fibility, I found an affeftian too powerfiil, I difcovered
not one, that could fuffufe my cheek with a bluih, not
one, but ferved as aliment to my courage, not one, but
that courage could fubdue. I devoted myfelf, if I may
fo fay, voluntarily to my deftiny, whatever it might be :
I defied it's rigour: and my mind fettled itfelf in that
difpofition, where it feeks nothing more than to em-
ploy the prefent well, without anxiety about any thing
farther. But this tranquillity with regard to what con-
cerned only myfelf I extended not to the fate of my
country, and of my friends : with inexpreflible eager

nefs
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nefs I litencd to the cries of the fireet, and waited
for the papers of the evening. However, 1 made in-
quiry concerning my new fituation, and ‘what portion
of liberty was left me.— May 1 write? May I fee
any perfon? What will be my expenfes here # were
my firft queftions. Lavacquerie, the keeper, acquainted
me with the dire&ltions given him, and the liberty he
could take with fuch orders. 1 wrote to my faithful
nurfe, to come and fee me; but it was agreed, that
fhe fhould impart to no onc her having the permif-
fion.

The firft vifit I received at the Abbey was from
Grandpré, the day of my arrival.— You fhould write
to the affembly .’ faid he: “have you not yet fet about
it?—* no: and now you mention it, how fhall I pro-
cure my lctter to be read *—* I will do all L can tq
promote it.'—* Very well: then I will write.'—¢ Do
fo. Iwill return in a couple of hoejs.’—He left me,
rnd I wrote.

¢ Citizennefs Roraxp to the national convention.

Prifon of the Abbey, june 1, 1793.

« LEGISLATORS! I have juft been torn from
my home, from the arms of my daughter, a girl of
twelve years of age, and [ am derained in the Abbey,
by virtue of orders, which alleged no caufe for my
being apprehended. Thefe orders were iffued by a
revolutionary comimittee ; and fome commiffioners of
the commune, who accompanied thofe of the com-
mittee, fhowed me others from the general council,

which
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which alfo alleged none*.” Thus] am prefumed a
culprit by the public: I was conduéled to prifon with
great paiade, in the midt of an oftentatious guard,
and of a mifled people, fome of whom called loudly
for the fcaffold; without my conduftors being
sble to announce to any one, or inform myfelf, for
what reafon I was fuppofed a criminal, and treated
accordingly. This is not all. The bearer of the
orders of the commune made no ufe of them except
with me, and to make me fign a ftatement of what
paffed : when I quitted my apartment, I was delivered
to the commiffioners of the revolutionary committee ;
thefe condufted meto the Abbey; and on their man-
date alone was I received into it. An attefted copy
of this mandate, figned by a fingle individual poffef~
ing no office, I bave fubjoined. Every thing in my
houfe has been fealed up. Whilft this was doing,
which continue from three o'clock in the moming
till feven, the crowd of citizens filled my apartment ;
and if, amongft the number, were prefent any mali.
cious perfon, who entertained a defign of privately
flipping papers, calculated to throw on me the im-
putation of guilt, into a library open in all parts, he
could not fail of opportunity.

¢ Yefterday, the fame committee had already fought
to put under arreft the Jate minifter, whom the laws
render accountable to you alone for the afls of his
adminiftration, and who has been inceffantly foliciting
you to pafs on them your judgment.

® The words between double commas had been changed,
¢ Roland
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¢ Roland protefted againft the order, and the bearers
of it withdrew. He left his houfe alone, to fpare
Errour a crime, whilft I had repaired to the copven-
tion, to give it information of thefe attempts: but I
procured a letter to be tranfmitted to the prefident
to no purpofe, for it was not read. I went to de-
mand juftice and proteftion: I demand them again,
with frefh claims, for I too am now opprefled. I
demand of the convention, to order an account of the
caufe and the manner of my being apprehended, to
be laid before it; and to decide upon them. If it
confirm my arreft, I appeal to the law, which ordains
the enunciation of the crime, and the examination of
the prifoner within twenty-four hours from the time
of his caption. Finally I demand a report on the
accounts of that irreproachable man, who exhibits an
inftance of perfecution unheard of before, and who
feems deftined to give nations the terrible leffon of vir-
tue profcribed by the blindnefs of prejudice.

¢ If to have fhared the friCtne(s of his principles,
the energy of his courage, and the ardour of his love
of liberty, be my crime; I plead guilty, and await
my punithment. Give fentence, legiflators : France,
freedom, the fate of the republic, and of yourfelves,
depend neceffarily this day on the diftribution of that
juftice, which it is yours to difpenfe.’

The agitation, in which I had paffed the preceding
night, made me feel extreme fatigue. I defired to
have a chamber that fame evening; and I obtained
one, of which I took poffeffion at ten o’clock. When
I entered it, and found myfelf furrounded by four

dirty
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dirty walls, faw a bed without curtains, perceived a
double-grated window, and was ftruck 'with that fmell,
which a perfon accuftomed to an extremely clean
apartment always finds in thofe which are not fo, I
was fenfible, that I was indeed to inhabit a prifon,
and had no pleafure to expet from my fituation. It
was, however, fufficiently roomy ; it had a fire-place;
my bed-clothes were tolerable; I had a pillow, and,
eftimating things in themfelves, without making any
comparifon, I deemed myfelf not badly accommeodated.
I went ta bed, fully refolved to remain in it as long
as I found myfelf comfortable there. I had not left
it at ten in the morning, when Grandpré arrived.
He did not appear lefs affefted, but more uneafy,
than the preceding evening; and his eyes furveyed
the wretched room, which already appeared to me

tolerable, for I had flept in it.
¢ How have you paffed the.night?’ faid he to me,
the tears gliftening in his eyes.—* I have been often
waked by the noife; but I fell afleep again as foon
as it was over, even in f{pite of the alarm-bell, which
I think I heard this morning.—Ha !—is it not found-
ing flill *—* Why I thought fo :—but it is not.'—* Be
itasit pleafés heaven: if they kill me, it fhall be in
this bed: I am fo weary, that here I will await what«
ever happens. Is there any thing new againft the
deputies ¢ No. I have brought back your letter.
We have been thinking with Champagneux, that the
beginning fhould be foftened. Here is what we have
propofed forit. Then you fhould write a line or two
to the minifter of the home department, that he may
addrefs your letter officially, which would afford me
another
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another claim to folicit it’s being read.'—I took the
paper ; I confidered it ; and faid to him: * If I thought
my letter would be read as it is, I would let it re-
main fo, were it to obtain no fuccefs for me, for I
can fcarcely flatter myfelf with the hope of juftice
from the affembly. The truths addrefled to it are not
for itfelf, now incapable of putting them in prattice ;
but they fhould be fiid, that the departments may
hear them.’

1 was aware, that my exordium might prevent the
reading of the letter, and on this account it would
have been folly to have retained it: the firft three
paragraphs therefore I omitted, and fubftituted what
was propofed to me in their ftead. With refpe& to
the minifter's intervention, I was fenfible it would
render the proceeding more regular: and though
Garat fcarcely deferved the honour of being written
to by me, I knew how to do it without leflening my-
felf, and wrote the following lines.

¢ To the MmiN1sTER of the home department.

¢ THE poft which you fill, citizen, demands, that
you fhould watch over the execution of the laws, and
denounce their violation by authorities that abufe
them. I am perfuaded, your juftice will be eager to
tranfmit to the convention the complaints, I have
occafion to make againft that oppreffion, of which I
am the viim.’

Rifing about noon, I confidered how I fhould
arrange my new apartment. With a clean napkin I
covered
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covered a paltry little table, which I placed near my
window, intending it to ferve me for a bureau, and
refolving rather to eat my meals on the corner of the
fire-place than on it, that I might keep it clean, and
in order, for writing. Two large hat-pins, ftuck into
the boards, ferved me for a portmanteau. In my
pocket 1 had Thompfon's Seafons, a work which [
valued on more than one account: and I made a
memorandum of what other books I wanted. Firft
was Plutarch’s Lives of Illuftrious Perfons, which, at
eight years of age, I ufed to carry with me to the
church, inftead of a Prayer-book [une Semaine [ainte],
and which I had not read through fince: and fecondly,
Hume's Hiftory of England, and Sheridan’s Di&ionary,
in order to improve myfelf in the englith language.
I would rather have continued to read Mrs. Macau-
lIay; but the perfon, who had lent me the former
volumes, was certainly not at home ; and I did not
know where to procure the work ; as I had already’
fought for it in vain amongft the bookfellers. I could
not avoid fmiling myfelf at my preparations; for there
was a great tumult: the drums were continually beat-
ing to arms, and 1 knew not the occafion, They will
not prevent my living to my laft moment, faid I to
myfelf: more happy in my own confcience, than they
will be animated with rage, if they come, I will ad-
vance to meet them, and go to death as a man would
go to repofe.

The keeper’s wife came to invite me to her apart.
ment, where fhe had direfted my cloth to be laid, that
I might dine in better air. Repairing thither, I found
my faithful nurfe. When fhe threw herfelf into my

arms,
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arms, bathed with tears, and choked with fobs; I
could not avoid melting into tendernefs and forrow,
and almoft upbraided myfelf for remaining tranquil,
whiltt I rcfle@ted on the anxiety of thofe who were
attached to me; and figuring to myfelf the agony of
this perfon and that, I felt an indefcribable oppref-
fion at my heart. Poor woman! how many tears have
I caufed her to fhed! and for what does an attach-
ment like her'’s atone. In the common intercourfe of
life fhe has fometimes offended me by her bluntnefs ;
but it has been when fhie has thought me too negli-
gent of what might contribute to my health or happi-
mefs : and when I have {fuffered, the office of com-
plaining has been her’s, that of confoling has been
mine. Such was the cafe now. I fhowed her, that,
by giving way to her grief, the would be lefs capable
of rendering me fervice; that fhe was more ufeful to
me without, than fhe could be within the walls of the
prifon, where fhe begged me to permit her to remain;
and that, upon the whole, I was far from being fo
unfortunate as fhe imagined, which was true. When-
ever I have been ill, I have experienced a particular
kind of ferenity, unqueftionably flowing from my mode
of contemplating things, and from the precept I have
laid down for myfelf, always to endeavour to foften
neceffary ills, inftead of revolting againft them. The
moment I take to my bed, every duty feems to me at
an end, and no folicitude for any thing lays hold of
me: I have nothing to do, but remain there, and re-
main with refignation ; which I do with a good grace.
1 give free fcope to my imagination ; I call up agree-
able impreffions, pleafing remembrances, and ideas of

happinefs ;
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bappinefs: all exertions, reafonings, calculations, I
difcard : refigning myfelf wholly to nature, and peace-
ful like her, I fuffer pain without impatience, or re-
pofe myfelf and am cheerful. I find imprifonment pro-
duces on me nearly the fame effe&t as difeafe: nothing
farther is required of me than to remain here, and
what great hardfhip is that? my own company is not
fo very bad!

I foon learnt, that I muft change my habitation.
Vi&ims were plentiful, and my chamber would con-
tain more than one bed. Thus, that I might be alone,
I was obliged from that evening to be fhut up in a
little clofet, and confequently to remove my little
eftablifiment. The window of my new apartment
was, I believe, over the fentry, who guarded the pri-
fon-gate. All the night long I heard, wko goes there ?
—kill him !~guard ! —patrole !'—called with a thunder-
ing voice. The houfes were lighted up: and from
the number and frequency of the patroles it was eafy
to infer, that there had been fome commotions, or
that tumults were feared. I rofe early, and employed
myfelf about my houfehold affairs; that is to fay,
making my bed, cleaning my little place, and render-
ing it and myfelf as ncat as I could. Had I defired
thefe things to be done for me, I knew they would not
have been refufed ; but I was aware, that I mufthave
paid for them dearly, waited a long time, and had them
very {uperficially done at laft. Thus by taking the of-
fice on myfelf I gained much: I fhould be better and
fooner ferved, and the trifling prefents I might give
would be the more confidered, as they would be gra-
tuitous. With impatience I waited to hear the mafly

bolts
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bolts of my door opened, that I might afk for a newf-
paper. I read it: the decree of impeachment againft
the twenty-two was paffed: the paper fell from my
hands, and in a tranfport of grief I exclaimed: ¢ my

country is Joft I
Whilft I imagined myfelf alone beneath the yoke
of oppreflion, or nearly alone, proud and tranquil I
formed wifhes, and retained fome hopes, for the de-
fenders of liberty. But now guilt and errour have ob-
tained the afcendency: the natural reprefentation is
violated, it's unity is broken, and every one in it dif-
tinguifhed for probity united with talents and reputa-
tion is profcribed: the commune of Paris rules the
legiflative body; Paris is loft; the torch of civil war
is lighted ; the enemy will profit by our divifions ; for
the north of France freedom is no more; and the
whole republic is delivered over to the moft fearful
ravages. Sublime illufions, generous facrifices, hope,
happinefs, and country, adieu! At twelve years old
I lamented, in the firlt expanfions of my young heart,
that I was not born at Sparta, or at Rome: in the
french revolution I thought I faw the unexpefted ap-
plication of the principles, with which my mind was
imbued: liberty, faid I, has two fources; good man-
ners, which make fage laws ; and knowledge, which
guides us to both, by inftrufling us concerning our
rights : my boforn will be no longer torn by the {pec-
tacle of mankind debafed, the human race will im-
prove, and the happinefs of all will conftitute the bafis
and the pledge of the happinefs of each. Splendid
chimeras! feducing ideas, by which I have been
charmed! the horrible corruption of one vaft city dif-
D pels
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pels you all. I have defpifed life, your lofs makes
me deteft it, and I with to undergo the extremes of
rage. Anarchifts, favages, for what wait you? Virtue
ye have profcribed, fpill the blood of them who pro-
fefs it: fhed on that earth, it will render it ravenous,
and make it open underneath your feet.

The courfe of things ought to have made me forefee
the event: but I could not eafily bring myfelf to be-
lieve, that the danger to be apprehended would not
check the bulk of the convention, and I was aftonifhed
at the decifive aét, which tolled the bell of it’s diffolu.
tion.

Frigid indignation now mantles all my fenti-
ments : indifferent as ever to what concerns my-
felf, my hopes for others are feeble, and [ await
events with more curiofity than defire: I no longer
live to feel, but to know. Soon I learnt, that the
tumult dire&ed to force the decree of impeachment
had given fome uneafinefs about the prifons. This
was the caufe of the ftri and noify guard during the
night. The citizens of the feftion of Unity, too,
would not obey the beat of drum, which called them
to the convention; but all remained at home, to guard
their property, and the prifon within their bounda-
ries. I now faw the motive of Grandpré’s alarm and
difquietude, and the next day he confefled to me his
apprehenfions. He had repaired to the aflembly, to
obtain the reading of my letter; and, during eight
fucceffive hours, he, as well as feveral other deputies,
had repeatedly urged it to the prefident in vain: it
was evident, therefore, that I fhould not procure it’s
being read. In the Monitor, I obferved, my feétion,

that
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that of Beaurepaire, had exprefed it's fentiments in
my favour, even after my imprifonment. It occurred

to me, therefore, to write to it ; which I did in the
following terms.

¢ Citizens,

¢ THE public papers inform me, that you have
placed Roland and his wife under the fafeguard of
your fe&ion. This I knew not when I was taken
from home : on the contrary, the bearer of the orders
of the commune reprefented to me the armed force,
with which he was accompanied, as that of the fec-
tion, which he had demanded. So he exprefled it in
the flatement of what paffed. The moment I was
put into the Abbey, I wrote to the convention, and
addreffed myfelf to the minifter of the home-depart-
ment, to convey to it my complaints. I know, that
he obeyed my demand, and that the letter was deli-
vered ; but it was not read. An attefted copy of it I
have the honour to tranfmit you. If the feétion think
it not unworthy it's dignity, to become the fpokefman
of oppreffed innocence, it may fend a deputation to
the bar of the convention, to procure my juft com-
plaints, and my demand, to be there heard. This
point I fubmit to it’s wifdom : I add no intreaty, for
truth has but one language, the expofition of falls.
Citizens who love juflice, are not defirous of having
[upplications addrefled to them, and smmocence is unac-

cuftomed to fupplicate.
¢P.S. This is the fourth day of my detention, and I
have never yet been examined. I muft obferve, that
D2 the
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the order of arreft contained no charge ; but expreffed,
that I fhould be interrogated the next day.’

Some days paffed without my hearing any thing.
Still I was not interrogated. However, I had received
feveral vifits from adminiftrators with unmeaning faces
and dirty ribands, fome of whom faid they belonged
to the police, others to I know not what ; great fans-
culottes, with matted hair, ftri€t obfervers of the order
of the day, comirg to know whether the prifoners
were fatisfied with their treatment. To them all [
had exprefled myfclf with the energy and dignity fuit-
able to oppreffed innocence: I had noticed two or
three men of good fenfe, who underftood me, without
daring to take my part: and I was at dinner, when
five or fix others were announced to me in one batch.
Half of them came forwards: he, who took upon
himfelf to fpeak for the reft, appeared to me, before
he opened his lips, one of thofe empty-headed bab-
blers, who judge of their own merit by the volubility
of their tongues.—¢ Good morrow, citizennefs.'—
* Good morrow, fir’—¢ Are you fatisfied with this
houfe? Have you no complaints to make of your
treatment, and no demand to make for any thing ?’—
* 1 complain of being in this place: and I demand to
Jeave it.—* Is your health impaired ? or are you a little
melancholic ?~* I am in good health, and not in the
Jeaft melancholic. The fpleen is the difeafe of them,
who have a vacuity of intelle&, and whofe minds are
deftitute of refomice. But I have a ftrong fenfe of in-
juftice, and proteft againft that, which has confined

me



[ 37 ]

me without alleging a caufe, and detained me without
examination.'—* O, in a period of revolution, there is
fo much to be done, that there is not time for every
thing.'— A woman, to whom king Philip made al-
moft the fame reply, anfivered him: * if thou have
not time to do me juftice, thou haft not time to be
king.” Take care you do not oblige opprefled citi-
zens to fay the fame thing to the people, or rather to
the arbitrary authorities, by which the people is mif-
led’—* Adieu, citizennefs I"—¢ Adieu "—And away
went my chatterer, for want of knowing what to fay
to my reafons. Thefe people appeared to me to have
come purpofely to fee how [ fhould look in a cage;
but they would walk a great way, before they would
find in it dolts like themfelves.

I have already mentioned my having inquired into
the way of living in thefe places: not that I fet any
great value on what people call the comforts of life,
which I ufe without fcruple, when no inconvenience
arifes from their ufe, though always with modera-
tion, and which I can without difficulty forego: but
my natural difpofition to orderlinefs prompts me to
know what conftitutes my expenfes, that I may regu-
late them according to my fituation.

They informed me, that Roland, when minifter,
thought five livres [4s. 2d.] a day for each prifoner
greatly too much, and reduced the fum to two
[1s.8d.]: but the exceffive rife in the price of provi-
fion, which within a few months had been tripled,
rendered this allowance very moderate: for the nation
allowing nothing but firaw and the bare alls, twenty
fous [10d.] were dedufted in the firft inftance, as an

Dj indemnification
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indemnification to the keeper, for the bed and trifling
furniture of the room. The twenty fous remaining
were to find candles, fire, if neceffary, and meat and
drink. To this, however, as was no more than equit-
able, every prifoner might add what he pleafed for
his own expenfes. On myfelf I am not fond of
fpending much; and I take fome pleafure in exercifing
my ftrength in fupporting abftinence. I felt a defire
of making an experiment, and trying how far the hu-
man will is capable of diminifhing it’s wants: but to
go any great length, it is neceffary to proceed by de-
grees. At the end of four days, I began with re-
trenching my breakfaft, and fubftituting bread and
water in the room of coffee or chocolate : 1 fixed for
my dinner one plain dith of meat, with fome vegeta-
ble; and for my fupper, pulfe; without any defert.
To break myfelf from wine, I drank beer at firft, and
then I left off this. As this regimen, however, had a
moral purpofe, and as I have as much averfion as
contempt for ufelefs economy, I gave a certain fum
to thofe unfortunate prifoners who had nothing ; that,
when I ate my dry bread in a morning, I might have
the fatisfaltion to refie&, the poor creatures would be
indebted to me for being able to add fomething to
their's at dinner. If I remain here fix months, 1
would quit the place with a healthy complexion, and
a body by no means emaciated, having reduced my
wants fo as to be fatisfied with foup and bread, and
having gained fome bleffings unknown. 1 made fome
prefents alfo, but with another intention, to the fer-
vants of the prifon. When a perfon is, or appears to
be, rigidly economical in point of expenfc, he muft

be
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be generous to others, if he would not be blamed for
it; particularly when from his expenfes accrue the
profits of thofe about him. I require no one to wait
upon me; Ifend for nothing ; I have nothing bought;
I employ no perfon: confequently I fhould be the
worft of prifoners with the domeftics, who make their
little profits on what they are commiflioned to provide
or procure: it is fitting, therefore, that I fhould pur-
chafe the ftate of independance, in which I place
myfelf ; thus I render it more perfe&, and make myfelf
alfo beloved.

I received a few vifits from the excellent Cham-
pagneux and the worthy Bofc. The former, father of
a numerous family, was attached to liberty from
principle, and had profefled it’s found doftrines from
the commencement of the revolution, in a new{paper,
which he intended for the information of his fellow~
citizens. He was diftinguithed by a found judgment,
gentle manners, and an averfion to idlenefs. Roland,
when minifter, placed him at the head of the firft
divifion of the home department. It was one of the
beft choices he made: though he was not lefs fuccefs-
ful in the feletion of many other principals, as the
aflive and ingenuous Camus, the able Fépoul, and
fome others. Never were offices better filled ; and
nothing but the perfeftion of their eftablithments
could enable Garat, to fupport a burden, to which
he is unequal. To the honefty and capacity of fuch
agents he is indebted for the tranquillity he is allowed
to enjoy. Of this he is fenfible; and he faid with
good reafon, that he would quit the party, if he were
obliged to make any change in his offices. Notwith-

D4 ftanding
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ftanding this, he will be forced to quit his poft, for
no talents in affiftants can compenfate for a minifter’s
want of firmnefs: irrefolution is the worlt of faults in
thofe who govern, particularly in the midft of faétions.
Garat and Barriére, as private individuals, would not
be deemed deficient in fenfe or honefty : but the one
charged with the executive power, and the other a
legiflator, would ruin all the ftates in the world by
their half-meafures: their fury for purfuing what they
term conciliatory plans propels them in that oblique
path, which leads directly to the precipice of confu-
fion. Statefmen fhould be conciliating only in mode,
1 mean in their mamer of bebaving to thofe with
whom they are connefted: they fhould avail them-
felves of the very pailions and faults of thofe whom
they direcl, or with whom they treat: but rigid in
their principles, firm and rapid in aftion, no obftacle,
no confideration, fhould make them bend in the
former refpe, or alter their courfe in the latter.
Could Roland unite with his extenfive views,
firength of mind, and prodigious aflivity, a little more
artfulnefs of manner, he would eafily rule an empire:
but his faults are prejudicial to himfelf alone, his good
qualities are of infinite valuc to an adminiftration.
Bofc, an old friend, of an ingenuous difpofition, and
enlightened mind, came to me the firft day of my im-
prifonment, and was inftant to conduét my daughter
to madame Creuzé-la-Touche; who receives her
kindly, as one of her own children, with whom it was
refolved fhe fhould remain under her own eyes. To
be fenfible of all the value of this ftep, it is neceffary
to know the perfons. It is neceflary to figure the
fecling
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feeling and open-hearted Bofc, running to his friends,
taking their child, intrufting her of his own accord to
the moft refpeftable family, as a pledge which he felt
himfelf honoured in confiding to their hands, and
which he knew would be received with the pleafure
experienced by delicate minds, when an opportunity
of doing good is offered them. And it is neceflary
to have been acquainted with the patriarchal manners,
and the dometftic virtues of Creuzé and his wife, and
the gentlenefs and goodnefs of their charalers, to
form a due eftimate of the worth of this reception.

Who, then, is to be pitied in all this? Roland alone:
Roland, perfecuted, profcribed : Roland, the examina-
tion of whofe accounts has been refufed ; Roland, com-
pelled to conceal himfelf as a criminal, to avoid the
blind fury of men mifled by his enemies; to tremble
even for the fafety ot thofe who fhelter him; to fwal-
low in filence the imprifonment of his wife, and the
fealing up every thing belonging to him;——-and to
await, in a ftate of incertitude, the reign of juftice,
which can never indemnify him for all, that perverfity
has made him fuffer.

My fe&ion, imbibed with the beft principles, paffed,
on the third, a decree, which breathed them, and
which eftablithed the right of citizens, to proteft
againft arbitrary imprifonment, and even refift fuch as
might be attempted. My letter was read there, and
litened to with concern. 'The decbate, that took
place on it, being prolonged to the next day, the
mountaineers concerted together: the alarm was
given to their party : a nunber of deputations of the
violent of the other fe@ions arrived, to fetter the pro-
grefs of the deliberations, and if poilible corrupt the

temper
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temper of this, or frighten it by threats, and induce a
majority of the fe€tions to difarm it.

Whilft thefe things was going on, urged by
Grandpré to negle&t no means of (hortening the term
of my captivity, I wrote again to Garat, and alfo
to Gohier. The latter, whom I have fcarcely ever
feen, poffeffed not more firmnefs than Garat, and has
appeared to me inferiour to him in every other refpet.
I could not eafily write to fuch men, without giving
them leflons; and they were fevere. Grandpré
thought them mortifying, though juft: I foftened
fome of the expreffions; and difpatched what fol-
lows.

¢ Citizennefs RoLAND to the MmIN1sTER of juftice.

Prifon of the Abbey, june 8, 1793.
* I AM fuffering oppreffion: I am entitled, there-
fore, to remind you of my rights and your duties.
¢ An arbitrary order, without fpecifying any charge,
has plunged me into a place prepared for culprits.
In it I have refided a week, without being examined.
¢ The laws are known to you. They dire& you
to vifit the prifons, and to fet at liberty them, who are
detained without caufe. Lately, too, a decree has
been pafled, which enjoins you to take care, that the
orders for arrefts are fhown to you, to examine whether
they allege any charge, and to caufe the perfons who
are imprifoned to be interrogated.
¢ Itranfinit to you an attefted copy of that, by virtue
of which 1 have been forced from my home, and
brought hither.
¢ I demand the execution of the law, on my own ac-
count,
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count,and on your’s. Innocent and firm, injuftice reach.
es without debafing me, and I can fubmit to it with
pride, at a time when virtue is profcribed®. Of your
will, placed as you are between the law and dithon-
our, there can be no doubt; and you are to be pitied,
if you have not courage to a&t according to it.’

¢ To the MiNr1sTER Of the home department.

June 8, 1793.

‘I know you have tran{mitted my complaints to
the legiflative body ; but my letter has not been read.
Have you fulfilled the whole of your duties by for-
warding it at my requeft 21 have been apprehended,
without any caufe being alleged: I have been de-
tained a week, without having been interrogated, It
behoves you, filling a public poft, to endcavour the
delivery of that innocence, which you could not pre-
ferve from oppreffion.

¢ You are more interefted, perhaps, than myfelf, in
the office I invite you to undertake. T am not the
fole viftim of prejudice and envy: and their prefent
purfuit of every one, who unites virtue with talents,
renders honourable the perfecution, of whichI am the
objeft, and which is owing to my connexion with the
venerable man, whofe caufe pofterity will revenge.
But you, who are now at the helm, if you be incapa-
ble of guiding it with a firm hand, will not efcape the
reproach of having yielded the veffel to the waves,

* Here followed originally : ¢ Bat it is incumbent on you, placed
between the law and dithonour, either to fulfil the doties of your
place, or refign it ; elfe moft you incur that infamy, with which pofte.
tity will brand weaknefs like your's,’ nd

a
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and the difgrace of having remained at a poft, the
fun&tions of which you could not execute.

¢ Faétions pafs away, juftice alone remaing ¢ and of
all the faults of men in place weaknefs is the leaft
pardoned ; for it is the fource of the greateft dif-
orders, particularly m troublous times.

¢ I need not add any thing to thefe refle@ions, if
they reach you in time for you and for myfelf, or urge
their application to what concerns me: fince nothing
can fupply the want of courage and of will.’

Minifters, who have negle&ted and defpifecd the
decrees, that enjoined them to feck out the authors of
the maffacre of feptember, and the confpirators of the
soth of march ; men, whofe weak and unworthy con-
duét on thofe occafions emboldened guilt, favoured
criminality, and affured this new infurreftion, in
which blindnefs and audacity, prefcribing laws to
the national convention, call forth all the evils of civil
war ; will not be the impeachers of oppreffion. From
them I expe& nothing : the truths [ addrefs to them
are calculated much more to fhow them what they
ought, and what they have failed, to do; than to pro-
cure me that juftice, which they are incapable of
rendering, unlefs a little thame produce a miracle.

Efop reprefents all the animals, who ufually tremb-
led at the afpeét of the lion, coming to infult him
when ill, each in his turn: thus the mob of inferiour
men, deceived or jealous, attack with fury them, whom
oppreflion holds captive, or whofe capabilities it di-
minifhes, by changing the public opinion refpe&-
ing them. Of this the Thermometer of the Day,

for
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for the oth of june, No. 526, affords an example,
‘There appears, under the title of examination of L.
P. d'Orleans, a feries of queftions, amongft which the
following accufation. is to be noticed: that he had
been prefent at fecret cabals, held by night at the
apartment of the wife of Buzot, in the fuburb of.St.
Germain; at which were prefent Dumouriez, Roland
and his wife, Vergniaux, Briffot, Genfonné, Gorfas,
Louvet, Petion, Cuadet, &c.

What profundity of wickednefs! and what excefs
of impudence! The dcputies here named are pres
cifely thofe, who voted for the banithment of the
Bourbons. Thafe proud defenders of freedom never
confidered d’Orlcans as a leader poffefled of capacity;
but he always appeared to them a dangerous imple-
ment. They were the firft to dread his vices, his
wealth, his connexions, his popularity, and his faltion;
and to denounce the latter, and purfue them, whom
they deemed it's agents. Louvet has marked them
out in his Philippic againft Robefpicrre; a valuaBle
piece, as are all that have come from his pen, which
hiftory will carefully preferve; in which he follows
them ftep by ftep to the eleforal affembly, whence
d’Orleans iffued a deputy. Buzot, whofe perfevering
energy has drawn on him the hatred of the fattions,
feized the firft inftant he thought favourable, to de-
mand the banifhment of the Bourbons; a meafure,
which he regarded as indifpenfable, from the moment
the convention took upon itfelf to pafs judgment on
Lewis. Neither Roland, nor I, ever vifited d’Or-
leans. Even Sillery, who I am told is a good and
amiable man, I have avoided admitting to ty houfe,
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becaufe his connexion with d’Orleans rendered me
fufpicious of him. Iremember two ftriking letters on
this fubje; one of which was written by madame
Sillery to Louvet, after he had fupported the motion
of Buzot. ¢ See here a proof,’ faid Louvet, fhowing
it to me, ¢ that we are not miftaken, and that the
Orleans party is no chimera. Madame Sillery would
not write to me in fuch terms, were fhe not in con-
cert with the parties concerned: and if they be fo
much afraid of banifhment, it muft be becaufe exile
will defeat fome of their fchemes.” In fa&, the ob-
je€t of the ftudied letter of madame Sillery was to in-
duce Louvet to change his opinion: fhe endeavouring
to perfuade him, that the republican principles, in
which the children of d’Orleans had been educated,
would render them the moft zealous fupporters of a
commonwealth ; and that it was equally cruel and
mmpolitic, to facrifice unqueftionably ufeful fubjefts to
abfurd prejudices.

The other letter was Louvet's anfwer, which exhi-
bited his motives for his opinion with force, yet delis
vered them with politenefs. In it he obferved, that
the monarchical principles, and ariftrocatical and other
prejudices, which appeared in the works of madame
Sillery herfelf, were far from fatisfying him with refpeft
to thofe of her pupils; and with the dignity of a free
man he perfifted in an opinion, which the Jove of his
country infpired.

With refpe&t to the pretended cabals at Buzot's
wife’s, nothing in the world could be fo ridiculous.
Buzot, who vifited us frequently at the time of the
conftituent affembly, with whom I remained in friendly

intercourfe,
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intercourfe, and whofe courage, fenfibility, purity of
principles, and gentlenefs of manners, infpired me
with infinite efteem and attachment, came frequently
to the refidence of the minifter of the home-depart-
ment : his wife [ vifited only once, after their arrival
at Paris, when he was fent up to the convention: and
they had no kind of connexion with Dumauriez.

Indignant at thefe abfurdities, I took up my pen
to write to Dulaure, the editor of the Thermometer
of the Day, a worthy man, who had vifited me, till
he was feduced by the mountain®.

Citizennefs RoLAND to the deputy DuvLavurE, author
of the Thermometer of the Day.

Prifon of the Abbey : jane g, 1793.
¢ IF any thing could add to the aftonithment of
innocence, when it finds itfelf underneath the yoke
of oppreffion, I would tell you, citizen, that I had
juft read with the greateft furprife the abfurdities de-
livered in your paper of this day, under the title of
interrogation of Philip d’Orleans, which chance has
thrown into my hands. It would feem very ftrange,
had not experience proved it to be only very anda-
cious, that thofe perfons, who firft feared, announced,
and purfued an Orleans faltion, fhould be reprefented
as having formed it themfelves.
¢ Time will unqueftionably clear up this myftery of
iniquity: but whilft it's juftice may be tardy in the
midft of fach fearful corruption, it appears to me in-
® 1 have fince leamnt, that the fate exceflos of the mountain have
opened his oyes, and broughs him to a proper fenfe of it's principlere
cumbent
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cumbent on your’s, when publifhing the queRions of
an interrogatory calculated to diffeminate fufpicions,
to annex the anfsvers, which muft have been made,
and which may cnable an eftimate of them to be

formed
¢ This juftice is the more firiftly requifite, as ca-
lumny and perfecution follow the fteps of the perfons
named in thefe queftions, and as moft of them are in
the toils of a decree, fnatched by audacity and preju-
dice from the hands of weaknefs and erraur. 1 myfelf
have been in prifon a week, in virtue of a mandate
which alleges no charge: I have never been exa-
mined : 1 have not been able to obtain a hearing of
my complaints from the convention; and when it
was announced to it, that they had been fupprefled,
it paffed to the order of the day, under pretence that
they concerned it not. What, then, new authorities
alt arbitrarily, the conftituted authorities bow before
them, and ought not the injuftices they commit to be
Iaid before the convention ? Is it not to the legiflative
body, that complaints fhould be addrefled, when there
remains none other to hear them? It can intereft itfelf
for them, who are confined by order of the tribunal
of Marfeilles ; whilft I ara confined here by a revolu-
tionary committee, and my rights are no more !—And
the commune makes the newfpapers repeat, that the
prifons of Paris contain only aflaffins, thieves, and
counter-revolutionifts !—Citizen, I have known you:
I believe you honeft: how will you grieve at fome
future day !—I tranfmit to you fome notes, which I
requeft you to perufe: and I recommend to you, te
infert in your paper that letter, which I could not pre-
vail
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vail on the convention to read. That you ows me
this juftice, circumftances fufficiently demonfirste: on
which, if it be poffible for you not to perceive this,
it would be ufelefs for me to fay more.

. ¢ P.S. Neither Roland nor I ever vifited Philip
d'Orleans: and I ought to add, that I have always
heard the deputics mentioned in the interrogatory, es
quoted in the Thermometer of this day, profefs for
him the fame contempt as I have always felt; and if
ever we have talked about him, our converfation has
turned on the fears, which the true friends of liberty
muft experience on his account, and the ncceflity of
banithing him for that reafon.’

As circumftances have led me to mention Dumow-
riez, 1 will fay what I know of him, and what I
think : but this carries me back to the firft miniftry of
Roland, and incites me to relate here how this auftere
man came to be nominated to a place, which kings
feldom call a man like him to fill. I fhall take up
the thread of my narrative from a period fomewhat
remote ; and the leifure of my captivity enables me
to record fafls, and recolle€t circumflances, which
but for it, perhaps, I thould never have written.

Roland executed the office of infpe@or of com.
merce and manufaftures in the generality of Lyons,
with fuch knowledge of the fubje&, and fuch admini-
ftrative views, as muft have diftinguithed him from
the bulk of infpefors, had the government known
how to keep up the fpirit of the inftitution, of which
Roland was almoft the only one who afferded an ex-
ample.  Superiour to his place in every refpe&, fo‘:}

E
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of employment, and fenfible to fame, he arranged in
the filence of his clofet the materials, which his ex-
perience and a&ivity had enabled him to colleét; and
he continued the Diionary of Manufattures for the
new Encyclopedia. Briffot prefented fome of his
works to Roland, as a teftimony of the efteem, with
which the principles of juftice and liberty he obferved
in his writings had infpired him. Thefe were received
with the fenfibility natural to authors, and that of a
worthy man, who receives the commendations of
others like himfelf: and gave birth to a correfpondence,
at firft not very frequent ; afterwards fupported by that
of one of our friends, who became acqmainted with
Briffot at Paris, and fpoke of him with much praife,
as applying to praflice the philofophical and moral
theory of his works; and ultimately cherithed by the
revolution of 1789: for events daily multiplying
ftrongly exercifed the minds of philofophers prepared
for liberty, and produced interefting communications
between thofe, who were enflamed with the love of
their fellow-creatures, and the hope of fecing the
reign of juftice and happinefs over all arrive. Briffot
having at this junfture begun a periodical work,
the excellence of the reafoning in which will make it
often confulted, we fent to him every thing, of which
circumftances induced us to fuppofe the publication
ufeful. This fpeedily improved our acquaintance ;
and we became intimate and confidential friends, be-
fore we had feen cach other.

Amidft thofe crifes inevitable in a period of revolu-
tion, when principles, prejudices, and paffions, raife
infurmountable obftacles between perfons, who be-

fore
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fore well agreed, Roland was chofen into the munici-
pality of Lyons. His fituation in life, his family, and
his connexions, were fuch as might be fuppofed to
attach him to the ariftocracy: whilft his charater and
difpofition rendered him interefting to the popular
party, to which his philofophy and aufterity much
inclined him. No fooner had he taken a decided part,
than he found enemies, fo much the more violent, as
his inflexible integrity proclaimed without referve all
the abufes, which had multiplied in the adminiftration
of the finances of the town. This in fa&t exhibited an
epitome of the dilapidations of thofe of the ftate, and
Lyons had it’s debt of forty millions (£ 1,666,667]. It
was neceffary to folicit affiftance, for the manufac-
tures had fuffered, and twenty thoufand workmen had
been ‘without bread during the winter. To impart
the fituation of Lyons to the conftituent aflembly, it
was refolved to fend a deputy extraordinary, and Ro-
land was chofen. We arrived at Paris the 20th of
february, 1791 ; after I had been abfent from the
place of my nativity five years. I had followed the
progrefs of the revolution, and the labours of the
affembly, and had ftudied the charalters and talents
of it’s leading members, with an intereft not eafy to
be conceived, and fcarcely to be appreciated except
by them who knew my alivity and turn of mind. I
ran to the fittings: I faw the powerful Mirabeau *,

* The only man in the revolation, whofe genius could guide the
reft, and fway the whole affombly. Great from his talents, little
from his vices, but always fuperiour to the herd, and infallibly mafler
of himfelf, whenever he wonld take the pains to command his paffions,
He died foon after : I thought feafonably for his fame, and for free-

Ez dom:
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the aftonifhing CazaRs, the daring Maury, the artfuf
Lameths, the frigid Barnave: I remarked with vexa-
fion that kind of fuperiority on the fide of the dlarks®,
which the habit of reprefentation, purity of language,
and diftinguithed manners, give in large affemblies;
but the frength of rveafon, the courage of integrity,
the lights of philofophy, the knowledge of office, and
the fluency of the bar, muft fecure the triumphs of
the patriots of the %f, if they were all honeft, and
¢ould remain in unifon.

Briffot came to vifit us. I know nothing fo plea=
fant as the firk interview between perfons, who are
conneéted by correfpondence, without knowing each
other's faces. With mutual curiofity they examine
each other, to fee whether the phyfiognomy accord
with the features of the mind, and the exterionr ap-
pearance confirm the opinion entertained of the per-
fon. The fimple manners, natural negligence, and
ingenuous franknefs of Briffot, appeared to me in
perfe€t harmony with the aufterity of his principles:
but I found in him a fort of levity of mind and difpo-
fition, which was not equally fuitable to the gravity
of & philofopher. This always gave me pain, and of
this his enemies ahvays took advantage. In propor-
tion as ] became more acquainted with him, 1 efteemed

dom ; thooph uvents have inflrufled me 1o regret him more. The
counterpoile of 2 man of fuch weight was wanting, to equiponderate
the altion of a pack of curs, aml preferve s from the domination of
ruffiaus,

The coust party, fo called. ‘The uniform of the emigrants af-
fembled 2t Cobleatz with the princes was black, Tranf,

him
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him more, It is pot in human nature to combine
more complete difintereftednefs with greater zeal for
the public welfare, or to purfue the general good
with more entire forgetfulnefs of felf: but his writ-
ings are better fitted than his perfon to effe&uate it;
for they carry all the authority, which reafon, juftice,
and intelligence can imprefs ; whilft perfonally hecan
aflume none, for want of -dignity. He is the beft of
men: a good hufband, an affetionate father, a faith.
ful friend, a virtuous citizen: in fociety as gentle, as
his temper is eafy, confiding to imprudence, gay, fim-
ple, and ingenuous as at fifteen: he was framed to live
with the wife, and to be the dupe of the wicked.
Learned in the fcience of law, inclined from his youth
to ftudy the relations of fociety, and the means of
human happinefs, he has formed a found judgment of
man, yet is totally unacquainted with men. He knows,
that vices exift; but he cannot believe any one vi-
cious, who fpeaks to him with an open countenance:
and when he has difcovered a perfon to be fo, he treats
him as an idiot, who is to be pitied, without miftruft-
ing him. Of hatred he is incapable: you would fay
his mind, with all it’s fenfibility, pofieffes not fufficient
firmnefs for a fentiment of fuch energy. Extenfive in
his knowledge, he writes with extreme facility, and
compofes i treatife, as another would copy a fong:
hence the difcriminating eye detefis in his works the
hafty touch of a quick, and often light mind, though
the matter is excellent. His a@ivity and good-nature;
rejefling nothing he imagines to be of utility, have
given him an appearance of meddling with every
thing ; and have led them to accufe him of intrigues

Es who
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who wanted to accufe him of fomething. It is laugh.
able, to call fuch a man an intriguer ; who neverthinks
of himfelf, or thofe belonging to him; who is equally
incapable, and averfe, to ftudy his own private intereft;
and who is no more afhamed of poverty, than he is
afraid of death, thinking both the one and the other
the ufual rewardsof public virtie. I have feen him
dedicating his whole time to the revolution, for no
other end, than to forward the triumph of truth, and
promote the general warfare ; and, whilft afliduoufly
occupied in the publication of his paper, of which he
might eafily have made confiderable profit, contenting
himfelf with the moderate emolument allowed him by
his partner. His wife, humble as himfelf, 2 woman
of good fenfe, and fome ftrength of mind, judged more
feverely of things. Ever fince their marriage her
views had been turned towards the United States of
America, as the abode moft fuitable to their taftes and
manners, and where they might eafily fettle with a
very moderate fortune. Briffot had made a voyage
thither in confequcnce ; and they were on the point
of embarking for that fhore, when the revolution
chained him here. Bom at Chartres, and the com-
rade of Pétion, who was a native of the fame town,
Briffot connefted himfelf ftill more intimately with
him in the conftituent affembly, where his labours and
intelligence were often of affiftance to his friend. He
brought us acquainted with him, as well as with feve-
ral other deputies, whom former acquaintance, or
merely fimilitude of principles, and zeal for the public
good, induced often to meet together, to converfe on
the common caufe. It was even fixed, that they

thould
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fhould come to my houfe four evenings in the week,
becaufe I was fedentary, and well accommodated, and
my apartment was fo fituated, as to be at no great dif-
tance from any of them, who compofed ihefe little
committees,

This arrangement fuited me perfelly: it made me
acquainted with the progrefs of affairs, in which I was
firongly interefted; and it favoured my tafte for pur-
fuing political {peculations, and ftudying men. I
knew what part became one of my fex, and I never
ftepped out of it. The converfations took place in my
prefence, without my mixing in them. Sitting at a
table without the circle, I employed my fingers in
working, or writing letters, whilft the company de-
bated: yet if I difpatched ten epiftles, which fome-
times was the cafe, 1 loft not a fingle word of what
paffed, and more than once bit my lips, to keep in my
own opinion.

What ftruck me moft, and gave me fingular pain,
was that fort of chat and frivolity, in which men of
fenfe paffed three or four hours, without coming to any
conclufion. To take things in detail, you would have
heard excellent principles maintained, good ideas
ftarted, and fome views opened : but taking the whole
together, there was no path traced, no fixed aim, no
determinate point, towards which each was to pro-
ceed in his way.

Sometimes for very vexation I could have boxed the
ears of thefe philofophers, whom I daily leamnt to
efteem for the honefty of their hearts, and the purity
of their intentions: excellent reafoners all, learned po-
liticians in theory ; but totally ignorant of the art of

E 4 Jeading
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leading men, and confequently of fwaying an affem.
bly, their wit and learming weére commonly lavithed to
no end.

Yet I have known fome good decrees thus planned,
which have afterwards paffed. Soon the coalition of
the minority of the nobility completely weakened the
Ieft fide, and produced the evils of a revifal: there re-
mained only a fmall number of inflexible men, who
durft contend for principles; and thefe at length were
reduced to few more than Buzot, Pétion, and Robef-
pierre.

At that time Robefpierre had to me the femblance
of an honeft man; and for the fake of his principles I
forgave the defets of his language, and his tirefome
manner of fpeaking. I noted, however, that he
was always referved in thefe committees: he heard
the opinions of all, feldom gave his own, or did not
take the trouble to deliver his reafons; and I have
been told, that, the next day, the firft to mount the tri-
bune, he flourifhied away with the arguments, that had
dropped in the evening from his friends. For this
condu&t he was fometimes gently reproved : when he
paffed it off with a jeft; and it was forgiven him asthe
wile of that devouring felf-love, with which he was
really tormented. This could not do otherwife than
diminith in fome degree mutual confidence: for if
fomething were to be propofed, and it was neceffary
to agree on what was to be done, or to diftribute the
feveral parts in confequence, there could nevér be any
certainty, that Robefpierre would not come, &s it were
in & freak, and throw himfelf athwart the bufinefs ; or
inconfiderately bring forward the attempt before it was

ripe,
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ripe, from a defire of afcribing to himfelf the honour
of it; and thus fruftrate the defign. Perfuaded that
Robefpierre was paffionately enamoured of liberty, I
was inclined to attribute his faults to an excefs of
fiery zeal. ‘That kind of referve, which feems to indi-
cate a man's fear of fuffering himfelf to be feen
through, becaufe he is confcious it would not be to
his advantage to be known, or the diftruft of one who
finds in himfelf no reafon to credit virtue in another,
and which diftinguithes Robefpierre, gave me pain;
but I miftook it for bafhfulnefs. Thus with a Jucky
prejudice in favour of a perfon, we tramsform the moft
untoward indications into fymptoms of the moft amia-
ble qualities. Never did the fmile of contidence reft
on the lips of Robefpierre, whilft they are almott al.
ways contrafted by the four grin of envy, aiming toap-
pear difdain. His talents, as an orator, were below
mediocrity : his mean voice, ill chofen expreflions,
and faulty pronunciation, rendered his difcourfe very
tirefome, But he maintained principles with warmth
and perfeverance ; and there was fome courage in con-
tinuing to do this, at a time when the defenders of the
caufe of the people were infinitely diminithed in num-
ber. The court detefted and calumniated them: to
fupport and encourage them, therefore, was the duty
of the patriots. I efteemed Robefpierre on this ac-
count, and I told him fo ; and when he was not a very
tonftant attendant at the little committee, he occa-
fionally came to dine with me. I had been ftruck
with the terrour he difcovered the day of the king's
flight to Varennes. That afternoon I met him at Pé-
tion’s, where he faid with alarm, that the royal family

would
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would not having taken fuch a ftep, without hav-
ing a coalition in Paris, to dire& a maffacre of the
patriots; and that he expefted not to live four
and twenty hours. Pétion and Briffot on the contrary
faid, that this flight would be the king's ruin, and that
advantage muft be taken of it: that the people were
excellently difpofed, and would be more clearly con-
vinced of the treachery of the court by this ftep, than
they would have been by the ableft publications: that
this fingle fatt rendered it evident to all, that the king
would not maintain the conftitution, to which he had
fworn: and that this was the time to fecure one lefs
heterogenous, and, in order to it, prepare men’s minds
for a republic. Robefpierre, with his ufual fneer,and
biting his nails, afked what was a republic! The plan
cf a paper entitled the Republican, of which two num-
ers only were publifhed, was now formed. Dumont
of Geneva, a fenfible man, was the editor; du Chate-
Jet, an officer in the army, lent his name ; and Condor-
cet, Briffot, and others, prepared to affift in it. The
feizure of Lewis XVI gave Robefpierre great plea-
fure ; for in it he faw the prevention of mifchief, and
ceafed to fear tor himfelf: the others were grieved at
it ; they perceiving the return of a peft into the go
vernment, that intriguing would revive, and that the
effervefcence of the people, allayed by the pleafure of
feeing the culprit detained, would no longer fecond
the efforts of the friends of freedom. They judged
rightly ; and the more furely, becaufe the reconcilia.
tion of Lafayette with the Lameths proved to them the
exiftence of a new coalition, which could not have the
public good for it's foundation. It was not poffible to
counterbalance
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counterbalance it, unlefs by the force of the general
opinion difplayed in a powerful manner; for which
the patriots had only their pens, and their voices; but
when fome popular commotion came to their aid, they
availed themfelves of it with pleafure, without inquir-
ing how it was produced, or giving themfelves much
concern about it. There was behind the curtain an
interefted perfon, whom the ariftocrats accufed with
fuch vehemence, that the patriots were tempted to
pardon him, {o long as they perceived nothing, but
what might be turned to the common good: befides,
they could not perfuade themfelves, that he was any
way formidable.

It is not eafy to command our paffions in the time
of a revolution: there is indeed no inftance of one ac-
complithed without them. Great obftacles are to be
overcome : and this cannot be affe&ed without an ar-
dour, and a devotion to the caufe, which muft either
proceed from enthufiafm, or produce it. When this
is the cafe, we feize with avidity what may ferve our
purpofe, and lofe the faculty of perceiving what may
prove injurious. Hencethat confidence, that eagernefs to
profit by a fudden movement, without tracing it to it’s
origin, to know juftly how to dire&t it : hence that in-
delicacy, if I may fo fay, in the concurrence of agents
whom we do not efteem, but whom we permit to a&t,
becaufe they appear to promote the fame end. D'Or-
leans ftanding fingly was furely not to be feared : but
his name, his relationfhips, his wealth, and his advifers,
gave him great means: he alted unquettionably a fe-
cret part in all the popular commotions: men of pure
intentions fufpeQed it, but thefe ferments they deemed
neceffary, to raife the inert mafs: they contented them-

felves
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felves with taking no fhare in them, and flattered them.
felves, that they fhould turn all to the benefit of the
public: befides, they were more inclined to attribute
to d'Orleans the defire of revenging himfelf on a
court, which had defpifed him, and which he would
be well-pleafed to humble, than the defign of his own
elevation.

The jacobins propofed a petition to the aflembly,
to demand of it, to pafs judgment on the traitor, who
had fled: or to requett it, to take the fenfe of the peo-
ple on the punifhment, which he might deferve; and
in the mean time to declare, that he had loft the con:
fidence of thofe of Paris. Laclos, 2 man of great
parts, whom nature had formed for comprehenfive
views, and whofe vices had dedicated all his faculties
to intrigue; Laclos, devoted to d’Orleans, and of great
weight in his council, made this propofal to the jaco-
bins ; who received it, and with whom it was abetted
by fome hundreds of tumultuaries and ftreet-walkers,
who tumbled from the Palais-Royal into the place of
their meeting at ten o'clock at night. I faw them ar-
rive. The fociety deliberated with that mob, who alfo
voted ; it decreed the fubiftance of the petition ; and
it appointed a committee to draw it up, in which were
Laclos and Briffot. They were employed on it that
very night: for it had been refolved, that a deputation
of the fociety thould carry it to the Champ-de-Mars
the next day, there to be thown to all, who might with
toexamine and fign it. Laclos pretended a head-ach
arifing from want of fleep, which would not fuffer him
to hold the pen, and requefted Briffot to take it ; and
converfing with him on the compofition, he propofed,

for
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for the laft article, ] know not what claufe, which re-
vived royalty, and opened a door for d'Orleans. Brif-
fot, furprifed, reje&ted it with eagernefs; and the other,
an able politician, gave it up, with the pretence of not
having fufficiently weighed it's confequences: well
knowing, that hecould ftill flide it in; and in fa& it did
appear in the printed paper diffeminated abroad as the
refolution of the jacobins. But when the fociety, af-
fembled the next moming to examine the petition
drawn up, and fend it away, was informed, that the
national affembly had decided on the queftion of the
king, it difpatched a committee to the Champ-de-
Mars, to announce to the people, that the decree re-
fpetting the king having paffed, the propofed petition
could no longer take place. I was at the Champ-de-la-
Federation *, led thither by curiofity. There were
not more than two or three hundred perfons difperfed
about the environs of the altar of the country, from
which deputies of the cordeliers, of the fraternal fo-
cieties, bearing pikes with inflammatory infcriptions,
harangued the by-ftanders, and animated their indig-
nation againft Lewis XVI. It was faid, the jacobins
having fupprefled their petition, it was requifite, that
the zealous citizens fhould frame another, and affem-
ble the next day for that purpofe. At this junCture
the partifans of the court, feeling the neceffity of firik-
ing terrour into thefe, combined together the means
of making a grand ftroke. The trains were laid in
confequence; and the unexpefted proclamation of
martial law, and it's prompt execution, produced what

The new. name of the Champ de Man. Tian{,
has
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bas been juftly called the maffacre of the Champ-de-
Mars. The terrified people durft not ftir: part of the
national guard, feduced or deceived, {econding Las
fayette, from obfequioufnefs to the court, or blind con-
fidence in his pretended patriotifm, ferved as a ram-
part againft it'’s fellow-citizens: the ftandard of death
was difplayed from the town-hall, and the whole of
the revifion was made under it’s influence. The eftab-
lithment of the feuillans had been planned much
about the fame time, to weaken the jacobins; and
certainly the whole proceedings of the coalition at
that period evinced, how much the court and it’s par-
tifans were fuperiour to their adverfaries in weaving
a tiflue of intrigues.

I never knew affright comparable to that of Robef-
pierre under thefe circumftances. There was indeed
a talk of putting him on his trial, meant probably to
intimidate him ; and it was faid, that there was a plot
hatching at the Feuillans againft him,and the commit-
tee, who drew up the petition at the Jacobins. Ro-
land and I were really uneafy on his account. We
drove to his houfe, at the farther end of the Marfh, at
eleven at night, to offer him an afylum: but he had
already quitted his habitation. Thence we proceeded
to Buzot, to tell him, that perhaps he would do well,
without leaving the fociety of the jacobins, to enter
into that of the feuillans, to fee what paffed, and to
be ready to defend any whom they might intend to
perfecute. Buzot hefitated fome time, at length he
faid: fpeaking of Robefpierre: ¢ I would do any
thing to fave that unhappy young man; though I am
far from entertaining the fame opinion of him as fome

others:
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others: he thinks too much of himfelf, to be greatly in
love with liberty ; but he ferves it’s caufe, and that is
enough for me. Yet the publi¢ muft take place of
him. 1 fhould be inconfiftent in my principles, and
give a falfe idea of them, if I went to the Feuillans, I
have too much repugnance to a part, that would give
me two faces. Grégoire is gone thither: he will lct
us know what paffes: and nothing can be done againft
Robefpierre, without the agency of the affembly,
where I fhall always be ready to defend him. Formy
part, I have feldom gone to the Jacobins of late, be-
caufe the fet grieves me, and appears more hideous in
it’s noify affemblies ; but I fhall be affiduous in my at-
tendance there, as Jong as the voice of perfecution is
raifed againft a fociety, which I believe to be ufeful to
the caufe of freedom.” Thefe words paint the mind
of Buzot: he alls, as he fpeaks, with truth and reéti-
tude: his charalter is probity itfelf, arrayed in the
pleafing garb of fenfibility. I had diftinguithed him
in our little committee, by the foundnefs of his advice,
and that decided manner, which charalterifes a man
of integrity. He lived not far from us: he had a wife,
an affable woman, but not on a par with him ; and we
vifited frequently. When the fuccefs of Roland’s
miffion with refpe@ to the debt of the commune of
Lyons allowed us fo return to Beaujolois, we kept up
a correfpondence with Buzot and Robefpierre. That
with the former was the more regular: between us
there was greater fimilarity, a wider foundation for
friendfhip, and an abundance of materials to fupport
it. It became intimate and unalterable. Elfewhere

I thall fay, how this conneftion was drawn clofer.
The
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The miffion of Roland detained him feven months
st Paris. We quitted that city in the middie of fep.
tember, after he had obtained for Lyons all it could
defire ; and we {pent the autumn in the country, em.
ployed in the vintage.

One of the laft as of the conftituent affembly was
the fuppreflion of infpeftors. We confidered, whe-
ther we thould determine to remain in the country,
or rather fpend the winter in Paris ; there to prefer
the claim of Roland to a penfion, after having been
forty years in office ; and at the fame time purfue his
labours for the Encyclopedia, more eafy in the focus
of {cience, amidft artifts and men of letters, than in
the depth of a defert.

We returned to Paris in the month of december.
The members of the conftituent affembly had returned
to their feveral homes. Pétion had been appointed
to the mayoralty, and was wholly occupied with the
cares of that office. There was no particular obje&
to rally around : and we faw Briffot himfelf much lefs
frequently. The whole of our attention centred at
home. Roland’s induftry led him to proje& the
fcheme of a journal of ufeful arts ; and we fought in
the pleafures of ftudy to withdraw our minds from
public affairs, the ftate of which appeared to us dif~
trefling. Many deputies of the legiflative affembly,
however, met fometimes at the houfe of one of them,
in Vendome fquare; and Roland, whofe patriotifm
and knowledge were efteemed, was invited to make
one of the party: but the diftance he difliked, and fel-
dom went. One of our friends, who was there fre-
quently, informed us, about the middle of march, that

the
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the intimidated court fought in it’s embarraffiment to
do fomething, to give it popularity ; that it would
have no averfion to form a jacobin miniftry ; and that
the patriots were bufied in endeavouring to make tlie
chéice fall on men of fteadinefs and ability; which
was of the more importance, becaufe it might only
be a fnare on the part of the court, which would not
be forry to have wrong-headed perfons forced upon it,
who might become juft obje&s of complaint or fcorn.
He added, that fome had thought of Roland, whofe
charalter in the learned world, minifterial knowledge,
and public reputation for juftice and firmnefs, pro-
mifed ftability. Roland at that time went pretty fre-
quently to the jacobin fociety, and was one of it’s
committee of correfpondence. The idea appeared to
me vifionary, and made little impreffion on my mind.
The 21ft of the fame month, Briffot came to me in
the evening, and repeated the fame obfervations upona
more pofitive manner ; alking whether Roland would
confent to take fuch a burden on his fhoulders. I
replied, that, having mentioned the fubjet to him in
the courfe of converfation, when it was firft ftarted,
he had weighed it’s difficulties and dangers, which his
zeal and altivity were not then difpofed to reje&;
but it would be neceflary to examine the bufinefs
more clofely. The courage of Roland did not fhrink ;
his knowledge of his own ftrength infpired him with
a confidence of being ferviceable to the caufe of free-
dom and his country: and this anfwer was given to
Briffot the next day.
Friday, the23d, at eleven in the evening, he came
to our houfe with Dumouriez; who, having juft left
F the
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the council, proceeded to inform Roland of his being
appointed minifter of the home-department, and falute
him as his colleague. They remained a quarter of an
hour; and a time was named for Roland to be fworn
in the next day. That man, faid I to my hufband
after their departure, fpeaking of Dumouriez, whom
I then faw for the firft time, has a fubtle mind, and a
deceitful look: perhaps he is more to bc dillrufted,
than any perfon in the world : he has exprefled great
pleafure at the patrjotic choice he was employed to
announce, yet I fhall not be furprifed, if fome future
day he procure your difmiflion.—Indeed, that fingle
view of Dumouriez exhibited him to me fo very dif-
ferent from Roland, that I could not fuppofe it pofli-
ble, they fhould long remain connefted together. On
the one fide I beheld integrity and franknefs perfoni-
ficd, and rigid juftice devoid of all the qualifications
of a courtier, and of the caution of a man of the world:
on the other I fancied I difcovered a libertine of great
parts, a hardy chevalier, who would make a jeft of
any thing, except his own intcreft and fame. It was
not difficult to infer, that fuch elements would repel
cach other.

The incredible induftry of Roland, his readinefs in
bufinefs, and his great propenfity to methed, foon en-
abled him, when minifter, to arrange in his head all
the branches of his department. But the principles
and habits of the chief clerks rendered his employ-
ment cxtremely laborious, It was neceffary for him
to be continually on his guard, and extremely atten-
tive, to let nothing contradiftory pafs; and he had
perpetually to contend with his agents. He ftrongly

felt
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felt the neccflity of changing them : but he was too
prudent to do this, before he had become familiar
with affairs, and fecured perfons to fupply their places.
With refpeét to the council, it’s fittings refembled
rather the converfations of a private company, than
the deliberations of ftatefmen. Each minifter carried
to it orders and proclamations to be figned ; and the
minifter of juftice prefented decrees to be fan&ioned.
The king read the gazette; put queftions to each,
refpefting his own concerns, thus artfully difplaying
that kind of intereft refpe&ing them all, of which the
great know how to make a merit ; talked like a good
fort of man about affairs in general; and at every
turn profefled, with an air of franknefs, his defire to
maintain the conftitution. I have feen Roland and
Claviere almoft enchanted for three weeks with the
king's difpofition, crediting him on his own word,
and rejoicing, like honeft-hearted men, at the turn
things muft take. ¢ Good God!' faid I to them:
¢ when I fee you fet out for the council in this unfuf-
pefling difpofition, you always feem to me on the
brink of committing fome folly.'—I could never put
faith in the conftitutional vocation of a king born and
brought up to defpotifm, and accuftomed to exercife
it. Lewis XVI muft have been a man far beyond
the common race of mortals, to be fincerely the friend
of a conftitution, that reftrained his power: and had
ke been fuch 2 man, he would never have permitted
the arrival of thofe events, which brought on the can-

ftitution.
The firft time Roland appeared at court, the plain-
nefs of his appare], his round hat, and thoes tied with
F2 ribbands,
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ribbands, aftonithed and offended all the valets; thofe
beings, who, their exiftence depending folely on cti-
quette, believe the fafety of the ftate depends on it's
prefervation. The mafter of the ceremonies, approach-
ing Dumouriez with an alarmed countenance and con-
traQted brow, whifpered him, glancing a look at Ro-
land from the corner of his eye: ¢ why, fir! he has no
buckles in his fhoes'—* Ah! fir: all is loft !’ anfivered
Dumouriez, with a gravity fit to make any one burft
with laughter.

A council was held four times a week : the mini-
fters having agreed to dine together in turn on thefe
days, on friday they met at my table. Degrave was
then minifter at war. He was a little man, in every
fenfe of the word : nature had formed him gentle and
timid ; his prejudices prompted him to be lofty; his
heart infpired him with the defire of being amiable ;
and endeavouring to reconcile thefe, he became in
reality nothing. Methinks I fee him walking with
the gait of a courtier, his head ereét on his flight
body, difplaying the whites of his blue eyes, which he
cannot keep open after dinner without the aid of two
or three cups of coffee, fpeaking little, as through re-
ferve, but in reality for want of ideas ; and at length
fo bewildering himfelf in the affairs of his department,
as to afk leave to retire. Laroffe, a true clerk in office
of the ancient order, of which he had the infignificant
and awkward look, frigid air, and dogmatic tone,
wanted none of thofe advantages which arife from
being hackneyed in bufinefs: but his clofe exteriour
concealed a violence of temper, the excefles of which

when he was contradi®ed were ridiculous: and he
had
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had neither the aflivity, nor extenfive views, neceflary
for a minifter. Duranthon, who had been called from
Bourdeaux to be made minifter of juftice, was an
honeft man, they fay, but very indolent. His air was
vain ; and his timid difpofition, and pompous tattle,
made him always appear to me an old woman. Cla-
wiére, reputed able in finance before he was minifter,
has fkill in that fubjeft, I believe, of which I am no
judge. A&ive and induftrious, naturally irafcible,
obftinate, as moft men are, who live much in the
retirement of the clofet, cavilling and fiff in debate,
could not avoid clathing with Roland, dry and pe-
remptory in difpute, and not lefs attached to his opi-
nions. Thefe two men were formed to efteem, with-
out ever loving each other; and they did not belie
their deftiny. Dumonriez had of what is called parts
more than all, and of morality lefs than any one of
them. Diligent and brave, a good general, an able
courtier, writing well, delivering himfelf with fluency,
and capable of great undertakings, he wanted only
more confiftency of mind, or a cooler head to follow
the plan he had conceived. Pleafant with his friends,
and ready to deceive them all; gallant with women,
but by no means calculated to fucceed with thofe,
whom a tender intercourfe might feduce; he was
formed for minifterial intrigue, and a corrupt court.
His brilliant qualities, and the intereft of his fame,
gave room for a perfuafion, that he might be em-
ployed with advantage in the army of the republic:
and perhaps he would have proceeded in the right
path, if the convention had been prudent ; for he is

F3 too



[ 71
too able not to aét like an honeft man, when it would
promote his intereft and reputation.

Degrave was fucceeded by Servan, an horeft man,
in the fulleft fignification of the term, of an ardent
temper and pure manners, with all the aufterity of a
philofopher, and the benevolence of a feeling heart,
an enlightened patriot, a brave foldier, a vigilant mi-
nifter, he needed only more coolnefs of mind, and more
ftrength of charater.

The troubles on the fcore of religion, and the dif-
pofitions of foreign enemies, calling for decifive de-
crecs, the refufal of fan€tioning them completely ftrip-
ped off the veil from Louis XVI; whofc good faith
was already ftrongly fufpe€ted by thofe of his mini-
fters, who had been induced to believe it real. At
firft the refufal was not pofitive : the king would con-
fider the fubje&: he put off the fan&ion till the fol-
lowing council, and always found reafons ftill to defer
it. Thefe procraftinations gave the minifters room to
declare their fentiments boldly. Roland and Servan,
in particular, infifted without ceafing, and uttered the
moft ftriking truths with great energy.

Their fituation became critical: the commonwealth
was in danger: it was requifite, that the really patriotic
minifters thould obtain what was neceffary to fave it,
or retire, that they might not be affifting in it’s ruin.
Roland propofed to his colleagues a letter to the king
to this effe@. Claviere cavilled at it's expreflions.
Duranthon, who liked his place, was unwilling to rifk
it's lofs, if he could retain it, without being a traitor
confeft. Lacofte did not approve of ftrong mea-
fures; and the will of the king appeared to him, at

bottom,
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bottom, the beft of all rules. Dumouriez left them
to debate, and attended to his own cards. He me-
ditated revenge, for what he confidered as a trick:
the fa& was as follows.

A certain rumour, which is not indeed the opinion
of the public, but which precedes and indicates it,
prevailed againft Bonnecarrere, whom Dumouricz
had made dire@or-general of the department of fo-
reign affairs. He had the reputation of an intriguer,
and poffefled the talents, difpofition, and manners of
one: at leaft fo I have heard men of probity fay, who
related fome circumftances of his life, and lamented
the choice Dumouriez had made.

The report was fpread of fome place being be-
fitowed, or affair fettled, by Bonnecarrere, at the price
of a hundred thoufand livres [{4167], part of which
was to be given to madam de Beauvert, the miftrefs
of Dumouriez ; who lived in his houfe, and prefided at
his tablc, to the great difpleafure of men of fenfe,
who were friends to morals and to liberty. For this
Ticentioufnefs in a fervant of the public, charged with
affairs of ftate, too ftrongly fhowed a contempt of
decorum ; and madam de Beauvert, fifter of Rivarol,
well known to his difcredit, was furrounded with imps
of the ariftocracy, little to be commended on any ac-
count. Had not the condu& of Dumouriez been
blamable on principle, it was impolitic, and calcu-
lated to excite fufpicion.

I was frequently vifited by Briffot, and feveral other
members of the legiflative affembly. At my houfe
they frequently met the minifters; and kept up that
kind of intimacy with them, which is requifite amongft

F4 men,
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men, who, devoted to the caufe of the public, have
need of underftanding and informing one another, to
ferve it the more effe@ually. The ftory of Bonne-
carrere was related to one of them: the perfon told
the names of the parties concerned, and the notary in
whofe hands the money was depofited, or who was
appointed to receive it. The particulars have efcaped
my memory. I only recolle&, that two men of cha-
rater came to my houfe to aver them in the prefence
of three or four deputies, one of whom, a friend of
Dumouriez, had defired to hear the whole from their
mouths. It was refolved to repeat to Dumouriez,
with a degree of folemnity, what had already been
reprefented to him in private, on the neceflity, both
for the public good and his own, of making his con-
duét, and the choice of his agents, more conformable
to the political principles, which he profefled to en-
tertain. The converfation in confequence took place
in the prefence of his colleagues and three or four
deputies. Roland, availing himfelf of the liberty, to
which his years and charafler entitled him, pointed
out to Dumouriez the importance of his condufing
himfelf with more firiftnefs and prudence. Every
one agreed, that this ation of Bonnecarrere ought to
open his eyes refpeting the dire€or-general, and de-
termine him to beftow the place on another. Du-
mouriez, whom the talents of Bonnecarrere well-
faited, and who gave himfelf little concern on the
fcorc of morality, liftencd to the remarks of his friends
with great indifference, and at length rejefted them
with anger. From that moment he difcontinued to
fee the deputics, was more cool to his colleagues,

and
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and no doubt thought only of difplacing thofe, whofe
gravity moft difpleafed him. 1 forefaw the effeft of
this conference, and faid to Roland: ¢ if you were an
intriguer, capable of modelling your condu&t after
the errours of the ancient court and it’s praice, I
would fay, that the moment is come, to ruin Dumou.
riez, left he play you fome ill turn.” But honeft men
underftand not this petty warfare ; and Roland was as
incapable of having recourfe to it, as ill-fitted to con.
duét it.

The poftponement of the fantion became a refufals
the utmoft verge of delay was at hand. We felt,
that, the council not poffefling fufficient unity and
vigour to deliver it’s fentiments in a body, it befitted
the integrity and courage of Roland, to advance
alone ; and between us we concluded on his famous
Jetter to the king. He had carried it with him to the
council, to read it openly, the very day when the king,
prefled anew for his fanftion, required each of his
minifters to give him his opinion written and figned,
and quickly diverted the converfation to other affairs,
Roland returned home, added a few miffive lines to
his letter, and delivered the whole into the hands of
the king the 11th of june in the morning.

The next day, the 12th, in the cvening, Servan came
to our houfe with a {miling countenance, and faid to
me: ¢ give me joy: I have the honour of being dif-
miffed.”—¢ My hufband, then, * replied I, ¢ will foon
fhare it; and I am a little piqued, that you take the
lead’—He related to me, that, having gone to the king
in the morning on fome private affairs, he had fpoken
to him with warmth on the neceffity of the camp of

twenty
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twenty thoufand men, if he meant fincerely to oppofe
the defigns of the enemy; that the king turned his
back upon him in very ill humour; and that Dumou-
riez, at the inftant, cime from the war-offite, whither
he had gone to take his portfolio, in viitue of an
order, of which he was the bearer.—*¢ Dumouriez
—* Yes: heis alting a vile part ; but I am not fur
prifed at it.'—The three preceding days Dumouriez
had been frequently at the Tuileries, and held long
conferences with the queen; with whom, it may not
be impertinent to obferve, Bonnecarrere had fome
interelt, through the women. Roland, informed that
Servan was in my apartment, quifted the perfons to
whom he was giving audience, heard what had oc-
curred, and invited his colleagues, Dumouriez ex.
cepted, to come to him.

It was Roland’s opinion, that they fhould not wait
for their difmiffion: but, that of Servan being pro-
fiounced, it became all, who profefled the fame prin.
ciples, to offer their refignations; unlefs the king
recalled Servan, and difmiffed Dumouriez, with whom
they could no longer fit at the council-table. Had
the four minifters a€ted thus, the court, I have no
doubt, would have been alittle embarraffed to replace
them, Lacofte and Duranthon would have done them-
felves honour, and the affair would have been rendered
more firiking to the public: but it became fo ina
different manner.

The minifters arrived, and deliberated together,
without coming to any tefolution, except that they
fhould meet the next morning at eight, and Roland
fhould preparc a letter in the mean time. I could

never
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never have believed, had not circumftances brought
me to experience it, how rarely corre@nefs of judg-
ment and firmnefs of chara€ler are to be found ; con-
fequently how few men are fit for the management of
affairs, and flill lefs to govern. Would you have
thefe two qualities united to perfeét difintereftednefs
in one man, he is the phenix, fcarcely poffible to bhe
found. It is no longer furprifing to me, that men
fuperiour to the vulgar, and placed at the head of
empires, commonly entertain a fovereign contempt
for their fpecies: it is the almoft inevitable confe-
quence of an extenfive knowledge of the world ; and
to efcape the faults, into which it may lead them, to
whom the happinefs of nations is entrufted, requires
an extraordinary fund of philofophy and magna-
nimity.

Their appointment the minifters kept. They hefi-
tated about the letter ; and at length concluded, that
it would be better to go to the king, and declare their
fentiments in perfon. This expedient appeared to
me a mode of eluding the bufinefs: 2 man cannot
fpeak fo forcibly as he can write to a perfon, whom,
from his rank, and the power of cuftom, he would
treat with great refpe@. It was agreed to cal on
Lacofte, who had not yet made his appearance, and
to take him with them, or at leaft to propofe to him
to join the reft. Scarcely had thefe gentiemen affem-
bled together at the navy-office, when a meffage came
from the king to Duranthon, ordering him to repair
alone to the palace immediately. Claviere and Ro-
land faid, they would wait his return at the chancery.
It was not long before Duranthon arrived; and filently,

with
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with a long face}-and an hypocritical appearance of
forrow, drew flowly from his pocket an order from
the king for each of the other two.—¢ Give them us;’
faid Roland, with a fmile: ¢ I perceive our dilatorinef(s
has made us lofe the flart.’——In fa&t he brought
their difmiffions.

‘I am difmiffed too:’ faid my hufband to me on
his return.— 1 hope,’ replied I, ¢ that you merit it
more than any other: but do not by any means allow
the king to announce it to the affembly : and fince he
has not profited by the leflon given him in your letter,
it fhould be rendered ufeful to the public, by makiog
it acquainted with it's contents. Nothing appears to
me more confiftent with the courage of having written
it, than the hardihood of fending a copy of it to the
affembly : in hearing of your difmiffion, it fhould be
scquainted with it’s caufe.’

This idea could not be other than highly pleafing
to my hufband. It was adopted: and the world
knows how the affembly honoured the three minifters,
by declaring, that they carried with them the regret
of the nation; as it approved the letter, by ordering
it to be printed, and fent to the departments. In my
own mind I am convinced, and I think the event has
demontftrated, that the letter of Roland contributed
greatly to enlighten France: it exhibited to the king,
with fo much force and wifdom, what his own intereft
required him to perform, that it was natural to infer,
he would not have refufed his compliance, were he not
determined to oppofe the maintenance of the confti-
tution.

When I recolle, that Pache was in Roland's clofet,

when
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when we read the copy of that letter, and decmed it
a bold ftep; when I refle€t how often that man has
witnefled our enthufiafm in the caufe of liberty, and
our zeal to ferve it ; and now fee him at the head of
that arbitrary authority, which opprefles us and
perfecutes us as the cnemies of- the republic: I afk
myfelf, whether I be awake, or whether the dream muft
not terminate in the punithment of that infamous
hypocrite.

Thus we returned to private life. Perhaps I fhall
be afked, whether I never had any more circumftan-
tial account of the manner, in which Roland was
called to the miniftry. This I can affirm I have not;
and even that it never occurred to me, to inquire
further concerning it: for it appeared to me to be
brought about in the fame way, in which fo many
other things are in this world ; the idea occurred to
fome one, many approved it, and thus fupported
it reached fome perfon capable of carrying it into
effe@t. 1 f{aw, that it had ftruck fome of the deputies:
who firft propofed it, I know not, or by whom it was
imparted to the court. Roland neither knew more
of it, nor gave himfelf farther concern about it, than
I. When a fucceflor to Degrave was thought of for
the war department, the minifters and patriotic depu-
ties did not know whom to feleft. Almoft all the
officers of the army, of any repute, were fuppofed
enemies to the conflitution. Roland thought of Ser-
van, who was in the fervice, and had obtained the
crofs of St. Lewis; and whofe principles were not
dubious, for he had difplayed them before the revo-
lution, in a performance much applauded, The Citi-

zen
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zen Soldier: we knew him perfonally ; having feen
him at Lyons, where he had the not unmerited repu=
tation of an aQtive and fagacious man: finally, in
1790 he had loft a place at court, where his civifm
was not agreeable to Guynard-St-Prieft. Thefe con-
fiderations led the members of the council to join in
propofing him to the king, by whom he was accepted.
When my hufband became minifter, I impofed it
on myfelf as alaw, neither to pay or receive vifits, nor
invite to my table any female. Ihad no great facri-
fices to make on this head: for, not refiding con-
ftantly at Paris, my circle was far from extenfive ;
and befides, I had no where kept a great deal of com-
pany, for I am as fond of ftudy, as I am averfe to
cards, and the fociety of filly people affords me no
pleafure. Accuftomed to fpend my days in domeftic
retirement, I fhared the labours of Roland, and culti-
vated my own particular taftes. The eftablithment of
this iri€t rule, therefore, theltered me from the incon-
veniences, to which an interefted crowd expofes per-
fons conne&ted with great places, and enabled me to
live in my own way. Of company I had never, to
fpeak properly, any circle. Twice a week I received
at my table fome of the dcputies, and of the minifters,
and perfons with whom it was neceffary for my huf-
band to converfe, or keep up his conneftions. Bufinefs
was talked of before me; becaufe I had no defire of
interfering in it, and was not furrounded with company
to occafiondiftruft. From all the rooms of a fpacious
apartment I had chofen, for my common habitation,
the fmalleft falon, forming a clofet, in which I had
placed my books and a bureau. It often happened,
that
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that fome of the friends or colleagucs of the minifter,
wanting to fpeak to him privately, would come to my
apartment, inftead of going to his, where he was
furrounded by his clerks or the public, and requeft me
to fend for him. Thus I was acquainted with the
courfe of affairs, without intrigue or idle curiofity.
Roland alfo took pleafure in converfing with me
about them afterwards in private, with that confi-
dence, which always reigned between us, and made
of our knowledge and opinions onc common ftock.
It happened, too, fometimes, that friends, who had
only a piece of information to communicate, or 2
word to fay, always fure of finding me, came to defire
me to communicate it to him the firft opportunity.

It had been found neceffary to counterbalance the
influence of the court, the ariftocracy, the civil lift,
and the papers on their fide, by popular inftruttions of
great publicity. A daily paper, to be pofted up in
the ftrects, feemed well calculated for this purpofe:
but then it was neceffary to find a judicious and en-
lightened man, capable of following up events, and
exhibiting them in their proper colours, to condutt it.
Lowvet, already known as an author, a man of letters,
and a politician, was mentioned, approved, and ac-
cepted the office. A fund alfo was requifite for it's
fupport : this was another affair. Petion himfelf had
none for the police: yet this was indifpenfable in o
city like Paris, and in fuch a ftate of things, when it
was of importance to have people in pay, in order to
be informed in time of what might happen, or what
was contriving. To have obtained any thing from
the affembly would have been difficult ; as the demand

would
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would have given the alarm to the partifans of the
court, and met many obftacles. It occurred, that
Dumouriez, who had a fund for fecret expenfes in
the dcpartment of foreign affairs, might allow a
monthly fum to the mayor of Paris for the police, and
that from this fhould be defrayed the coft of the paper,
of which the minifter of the home department fhould
have the fuperintendance. The expedient was fim-
ple, and was adopted. This was the origin of the
Sentinel.

In the courfe of july, perceiving affairs daily grow
worfe through the perfidy of the court, the progrefs
of the foreign troops, and the weaknefs of the affem-
bly, we confidered where threatened liberty could
take refuge. 'We frequently converfed with Barba-
roux and Servan on the excellent difpofition of the
fouth, of the energy of the departments in that region,
and of the advantages it’s fituation afforded for efta-
blithing a republic, if the triumphant - court fhould
fubjugate Paris and the north. We took a map, and
traced the line of demarcation. Servan ftudied the
military pofitions it offered: we calculated it’s
firength: we invcftigated the nature of it’s produce,
and the means of altering it : each recolletted places,
or perfons, of whom we might expe& the fupport;
and infifted, that, after a revolution affording fuch
grand hopes, we muft not relapfe into flavery, but
firain every nerve to eftablih fomewhere a free
government. ¢ That muft be our refource,’ faid Bar-
baroux, ¢ if the marfeillefe, whom I accompanied
hither, be not fufficiently feconded by the parifians to
fubdue the court. I hope, however, that they will

effelt
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effe& it, and that we fhall have a convention, which
will give a republican government to all France.’

We immediately perceived, without his explain-
ing himfelf farther, that an infurreftior was ripen-
ing ; which appeared inevitable, fince the court was
making preparations, that indicated a defign of en-
forcing fubmiffion. There are, who will fay, thefe
were made in it's own defence: but the idea of at-
tack would not have entered into the imagination
of any one, or at leaft would not have been embraced
by the people in general, if the court had fincerely co-
operated in carrying the conflitution into effe&t: for,
though aware of all it's defefts, the moit ftrenuous
republicans defired nothing more than that conftitu-
tion at the moment, and would have quietly awaited
it's improvement from time and experience.

It is true, that, at the period of a revolution, there
will always be found, particularly amongft a corrupt
people, and in large cities, a clafs of men deftitute of
the advantages of fortune, yet covetous of her favours,
and eager to extort them at any price, or accuftomed
to fupply them by meanslittle confonant with equity.
If a daring mind, courageous difpofition, and fome
native talents, diftinguifh one of thefe, he becomes the
chief, or leader, of a turbulent band; quickly re-
cruited by all thofe, who, having nothing to lofe, are
ready to attempt any thing; by all the dupes, they
have art to make; and by certain individuals, diffemi-
nated among them by domettic politicians or foreign
powers, intercfted in fomenting divilions, to weaken
thofe who are agitated by them, and afterwards turn
them to their own advantage.

G The
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The patriotic focictics, thofe colleQions of men
affembled to deliberate on their rights and interefts,
have exhibited to us'a pifure in miniature of what
pafles in the great fociety of the nation.

Firt we have a few men of ardent difpofitions,
ftrongly penetrated with a fenfe of the public danger,
and feeking with fincerity to prevent it. Thefe the
philofophers join, from a perfuafion, that this junc-
tion is neceffaty, to overturn the dominion of ty-
ranny, and propagate principles bencficial to their
fellow-creatures. In effc®, grand truths are un-
folded, and rendered common ; generous fentiments
are roufed and diffufed; the impulfe is given to men's
heads and hearts. Then come forward individuals,
who, reclothing principles, and adopting a language
calculated to procure their reception, feek to captivate
the favour of the public, in order to obtain confe-
quence or places. Thefe refine upon truths, to
render themfelves more confpicuous ; heat the imagi-
nation by exaggerated pitures ; flatter the paflions
of the populace, ever ready to admire the gigantic;
urge it to meafures, in which they make themfelves
ufeful, that they may be always thought neceflary ;
and finith with endeavouring to excite fufpicion
againft thofe prudent or enlightened men, of whofe
merit they are afraid, and with whom they could not
ftand in competition. Calumny, at firft employed by
them without art, learns, from the humiliation it
receives, to ereél itfelf into a fyftem: it becomes a
profound fcience, in which they and their fellows
alone can fucceed.

Unqueftionably many of this ftamp threw them-

felves
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felves into the popular party againft the court; ready
to ferve it for money, and as ready to betray it, if it
thould become the weaker fide. The court pretended
to believe all fuch who oppofed it's defigns, and was
fond of confounding them under the appellation of the
faftious. The true patriots fuffered this noify pack
to take it’s courfe, as fo many fetting dogs ; and pers
haps were not forry to employ it as a forlom hope,
that facrificed itfelf to the enemy. Their hatred of
defpotifm allowed them not to refle&, that, if it be al.
lowable in politics, to fuffer good things to be effefted
by ill men, or to profit by their excefles for fome ufeful
end; it is infinitely dangerous, to afcribe to them the
honour of the one, or not to punith them for the
other.

All the world is acquainted with the revolution of
the 1oth of auguft. I know no more concerning it
than the public: for, though I was inftru&ed in the
grand courfe of affairs whil@t Roland was in office, and
attended to it with intereft when he was no longer in
place, I never was a confidant of what might be termed
little manceuvres, as he was neveran agent in fuch.

Recalled to the miniftry at that period, he entered
it with freth hopes for liberty. It is great pity, faid
we, that the council is fpoilt by that Dastos, who bas
fuch a bad repute. Some friends, to whom I whif-
pered the remark, faid : < what would you do? hehas
been of fervice in the revolution, and the people love
him : we have no occafion to create malecontents, and
we muit derive from him all the good we can.'—It
was well faid : but it is much eafier not to afford 2
man the means of influence, than to prevent his abufing

G 2 it.
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it. Therebegan the faults of the patriots: the inftant
the court was fubdued, an excellent council fhould
have been formed, all the members of which being ir-
reproachable in their condu, and diftinguithed for
their knowledge, fhould have fet forward the govern-
ment with dignity, and imprefled foreign powers with
refpe&. To admit Danton into office, was to deluge
the government with the men I have depified above;
who harafs it, when not employed by it, and corrupt
and debafe it,when they participate in it’s operations.
But who was there, to make thefe refleftions? who
would have dared to communicate, and openly main-
tain them? The choice was determined by the affem-
bly, or it's committee of twenty-one; in which there
were many men of merit; but not one leader; not
one of thofe beings fuch as Mirabeau, formed to com-
mand the vulgar, to condenfe into one focus the opini-
ons of the wife, and to prefent them with that force
of genius, which compels obedience the moment it is
difplayed.

They did not know whom to place at the head of
the navy. Condorcet mentioned Monge, becaufe he
had feen him folve geometrical problems at the aca-
demy of fciences ; and Monge was chofen. This was
a fort of original, very well calculated to play tricksin
the manner of the bears, that I have feen dance in the
ditches of the town of Berne. There cannot be a
clomfier jack-pudding, or lefs formed for pleafantry.
Formerly a fione-cutter at Mézidres, where abbe Bof-
fuet encouraged him, and fet him to ftudy mathema-
tics, he advanced himfelf by dint of induftry, and
ceafed to vifit his benefallor; as foon as he began to

entertain
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entertain hopes of becoming his equal. A good kind
of man, however, or knowing enough to acquire the
reputation of being fo, in a little circle, the moft faty-
rical members of which would not have amufed them-
felves with holding him up as merely pofiefling a dull
and confined underftanding. Still he paffed for an honef
man, and a friend of the revolution: whilft it was fo
difficult to find people of capacity, and fo many had
proved traitors, that it began to be deemed fufficient,
if dependance could be placed on a man’s principles.
1 need not {peak of his miniftry : the deplorable ftate
of our navy too plainly evinces his incapacity and no-
thingnefs.

The firft care of Roland was to make that reform in
his office, of which he had felt the neceflity. He col-
le&ted about him induftrious, enlightened men, of firm
principles: and, had he accomplifhed nothing more,
he would have done great benefit in that branch of
adminiftration. He haftened to write to all the de-
partments, with that force which reafon gives, that au-
thority which belongs to truth, and that patheticalnefs
which refults from feeling. His letters difplayed to
them the new deftiny of France, in the revolution of
the tenth of auguft; and the neceflity for all parties
to rally round juftice, which prevents all excefles; Ii-
berty, which produces the happinefs of sall; good or-
der, which alone can infure it ; and the legiflative body,
as charged with the expreffion of the common will.
Thofe adminiftrative bodies, which appeared to hefi-
tate, were fufpended, or broken. Great difpatch in
bufinefs, and the moft aftive and extenfive correfpon-
dence, diffufed through all parts a fimilar fpirit, re-

G3 ftored



[ % )

ftored confidence, and re-animated the interiour of the
kingdom.

Daaton fcarcely fuffered a day to pafs without vifite
ing me. At one time he would come to the council
a little before the time, and would enter my apart.
ment ; or would ftay a little after it, commonly with
Fabre-d’Eglantine : at another he would invite hims
felf to dinner with me, on days when I was not ac.
cuftomed to fee company, to converfe with Roland
about fome bufinefs.

It is impoflible to fhow more zeal, or 2 greater
love of liberty, and defire of unanimity with his col-
leagues to ferve it moft effeCtually, than he difplay-
ed. Contemplating his forbidding and favage fea-
tures, though [ would fay to myfelf, that no one fhould
be judged at fight, that I was not certain of any
thing againft him, that the moft honeft man muft have
two charafters when party ran high, and that appear-
ances were not ta be trufted, I could not bring my~
felf to afluciate the idea of a good man with fuch a
countenance. Inever faw any thing, that {o perfe&ly
charaflerifed the violence of brutal paffions, and the
moft aftonithing audacity, half cloked under a jovial
#lr, with the affe@ation of franknefs and a fort of fim-
plicity. My lively imagination reprefents to me every
perfon, with whom I am ftruck, in the aélion I think
fuitable to his charafler. I cannot fee for half an
hour a face a little out of the common track, without
arraying it in the garb of fome profeffion, or giving it
fome part, the idea of which it revives or imprefles on
mymind. This imagination has often figured to me
Danton, with a dagger in bhis hand, encouraging by

his
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his voice and aétion a troop of affaffins, more timid or
lefs ferocious than himfelf: or, fatisfied with his
crimes, indicating his habits and propenfities by the
geftures of a Sardanapalus. 1 would defy an expert
painter, not to find in the perfon of Danton all the re-
quifites for fuch a compofition.

Could I confine myfelf to a regular path, inftead of
abandoning my pen to the wandering courfe of a mind,
that ranges at large over the field of events, I would
have taken up Danton at the beginning of 1789, 2
poor counfellor, more burdened with debts than caufes;
and whofe wife has faid, that fhe could not have kept
houfe, without the affiftance of a guinea a week from
her father. I would have exhibited him juft coming
out at the fefZion, they termed the difrié?, and making
himfelf noticed by the ftrength of his lungs: a great
feQary of the Orleans party ; acquiring a fort of com-
petence in the courfe of that year, without his being
perccived to do any thing to gainit; and obtaining a
little celebrity by exceffes, which Lafayette would have
punithed, but which he artfully turned to his own ad-
vantage, by procuring himfelf to be proteted by the
fe&ion, which he had rendered turbulent. 1 fhould
remark him declaiming with fuccefs in the popular
focicties, fetting himfelf up for the defender of the
rights of all, and declaring, that he would accept no
Place of profit, till after the revolution yet filling that
of fubftitute to the folicitor of the commune ; prepar-
ing to build his influence at the Jacobins on the ruins
of that of the Lameths; appearing on the tenth of
auguft with thofe who returned from the palace* ; and

* See Louver’s Narnative, ps 1. Trasf, .
G4 arriving
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arriving at the miniftry, as a tribune in favour with the
people. to whom it was neceflary to give the fatisfac-
tion of feeing him hold afhare in the government. From
that period his progrefs was as rapid as bold. He at-
tached to himfelf by largefles, or protefted by his
influence, thofe greedy and miferable men, who are
the flaves of vice or want: he pointed out the men
he dreaded, that their ruin might be effefted: he paid
the writers, and fet on the enthufiafts, whom he def-
tined to worry them : he refined on the revolutionary in-
ventions of blind patriots, or adroit knaves: he framed,
decreed, and caufed to be carried into execution,
fchemes capable of ftriking terrour, removing nume-
rous obftacles, amaffing heaps of wealth, and miflsading
the public opinions on all thefe things. By his intrigues
he formed the eleétoral body, which he openly fwayed
by his agents, and named the deputation from Paris to
the convention, of which he became a member. To
Belgium he went to augment his treafures ; and had
the boldnefs to avow a fortune of 1400000 livres
f£.58333), wallow in luxury, whilft preaching up
Jans-culolitme, and fleep on mountains of dead bodies.

As to Fabre d’Eglantine, muffied in a cowl], armed
with a dagger, employed in laying fnares for the in-
nocent, whofe charafler he would defame, or to de-
firoy the rich, whofe wealth he covets, he is fo per-
fe&ly in his charaller, that whoever would paint the
moft abandoned hypocrite, need only draw his por-
trait thus accoutred,

Thefe two men fought much to make me deliver my
fentiments by talking patriotifm. On this fubjeét I
had nothing to conceal, or diffemble : I avow my prin-

ciples
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ciples equally to thofe, whom I fuppofe to participate
in them, and thofe, whom I fufpe@ of others lefs
pure: to thofe from confidence, to thefe from pride;
for I difdain to prallife referve, even under the pre-
tence or hope of better penetrating the mind of ano-
ther. I form an opinion of men from their appear-
ance; and I judge of them by their condu& at vari-
ous times compared with their language: but myfelf
I exhibit entire, and leave no room to doubt of what
I really am.

As foon as the affembly had pafled of it's own ac-
cord a decree, which allowed the minifter of the home
department 100000 livres [£.4167], to defray the ex-
penfes of ufcful publications, Danton, and Fabre
particularly, afked me by way of converfation, whe-
ther Roland were prepared on that point, had writers
in readinefs to employ, &c. I anfwered, that he was
no ftranger to thofe, who had already made themfelves
known: that fuch of the periodical works as were of
a right temper would point out the publications,
which it was proper to encourage: that it would be
advifeable to fee their authors ; to form a meeting of
them fometimes, that they might be acquainted with
fadls, the knowledge of which it would be ufeful to
diffeminate, and agree on the moft efficacious method
of leading men's minds to the fame point. That if
either of them, Fabre or Danton, knew any in parti-
cular, they fhould mention them, and come with them
to the minifter ; where they might converfe, once a
week for inftance, on what ought more efpecially to
occupy their pens under the exifting circumftances.

‘ We have afcheme,’ anfwered Fabre, ¢ for a paper

to
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to be pofted up, to be entitled Compte rendu au Peuple
Jowverain, “ An Account to the fovereign People,”
which fhall exhibit a fketch of the late revolution,
and in which Camille-Defmoulins, Robert, and fome
others, will write.’—¢ Very well! you muft introduce
them to Roland.”—This he took care not to do, and
fpoke no more of the paper; which however was
begun, as foon as the affembly had given the council
two millions {£.83333] for fecrer expenfes. Danton
faid to his colleagues, that it was fit each minifter
fhould have the employment of a portion of this fum in
his own department; but thofe of the home depart-
ment and foreign affairs having already fimilar funds,
this thould be at the difpofal of the other four, who
would thus have each fo many hundred thoufand
livres. Roland ftrongly objeted to this propofal. He
thowed, that the defign of the affembly had been, to
give the executive power, at this critical period, all
the neceffury means of afting with promptitude : that
the council collefively was to decide on the employ-
ment of this fund, at the demand, and on the obje&s
brought forward by each: and declared, that, for his
own part, he would never make any ufe of it, without
the approbation of the council, to whom the fum was
intrufted, and to whom it belonged to know how it
was applied®. Danton replied, fwore according to
cuftom, and talked of the revolution, of grand mea-
fures, of fecrefy, and of freedom. The others, feduced

¢ He expended of this fand only 1200l [£g0], in an order
payable to Hell, who had been member of the conftituent affembly,
for the expenfe of a body of inftraction for the people, in the gere
wman language, for the departments of she Rhine,
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perhaps by the pleafure of playing each his own game,
declared for his opinion; contrary to all juftice, deh»
cacy, and found policy ; and in fpite of the protefts
of Roland, and his refolute oppofition, the rigidity of
which gave difpieafure. Danton quickly drew his
hundred thoufand crowns [/.20833] out of the public
treafury, and did with them what he thought proper:
yet this did not prevent his obtaining from Servan
60000l. [£2500], and from Lebrun more, out of the
fecret funds of their departments, under different pre-
tences. To the affembly he never gave any account ;
contenting himfelf with affirming, that he had ac
counted to the council : and to this council he only
faid, at a meeting at which Roland was not prefent
on account of indifpofition, that he had given twenty
thoufand livres to one, ten to another, and fo of the
reft, on account of the revolution, for their patrioti{m,
and the like.

Thus Servan related the ftory to me. The council,
interrogated by the affembly on the {ubjefl, to the
queftion, whether Danton had given them any ac.
count, anf{wered fimply yes. But Danton had acquired
fo much power, that thefe timid men were afraid to
offend him.

Immediately after the retirement of Servan, Danton,
no longer finding any oppofition from the war-office,
poifoned the army with cordeliers, as cowardly as
avaricious ; who promoted plunder and devaftation ;
rendered the foldiers as ferocious to their countrymen
as to their enemies; made the revolution odious to the
neighbouring people, by excefles of all kinds, which
they prallifed in the name of the republic; and, every

where
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where preaching infubordination, prepared the mis-
fortunes fince experienced.

After this no one will be aftonithed to hear, that
Danton, wanting to fend into Brittany one of his crea-
tures, under pretence of vifiting the fea-ports and ex-
amining the infpe&lors, prevailed on the navy-minifter
to give him a commiffion. But commiffions of this
kind required the fignature of all the members of the
council, and Roland refufed his. ¢ Either,’ faid he to
Monge, * they, whom you employ, do their duty, or
they do not; and of this you are competent to judge.
If they do not, difmifs them without hefitation : if
thev do, why damp their zeal and infult them, by
fending to them a ftranger, who has no connexion
with the office, and would only prove your diftruft.
Such a procecding is by no means fitted for the cha-
rafter of a minifter ; and I will not fign the commif-
fion. The fitting of the council was drawn to fome
length: towards the end papers to be figned became
numerous: Roland perceived, that he had put his
name, after thofe of all his colleagues, to the com-
miffion he had refufed to fign, which had been flidden
into his hand. He cancelled it, therefore, and up-
braided Monge, who whifpered him: ¢ it is Danton’s
defire: if 1 refufe, he will denounce me to the com-
mune, to the cordeliers, and will get me hanged.'—
‘ Well! 1, a minifter, would dic before I would yield
to fuch confiderations.’

The bearer of this commiffion was arrefted in Brit-
tany, by order of an adminiftration offended with his
condu&. The cancelled fignature of Roland appeared
to it a fufficient motive, to examine the condu& of

the
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the bearer narrowly; and there were heavy complaints
againft him: but it was at the end of the year, when
the mountain openly took the part of all anarchifts;
and it procured a decree, that Guermeur fhould be
fet at liberty.
I have fuffered myfelf to be hurried away by circum-
ftances ; let me now refume the chain of faéls.
Danton and Fabre ceafed to vifit me towards the
latter end of auguft. No doubt they were cautious
of expofing themfelves to attentive eyes, when they
chanted the matins of feptember; and they were fuf-
ficiently informed of the difpofition of Roland and
thofe about him. A firm, noble, and open difpofi-
tion, ftrit principles, difplayed without oftentation,
yet unconftrained, and an even and regular condu&,
were confpicuous to every eye. Hence they con-
cluded, that Roland was an honeft man, with whom
there was nothing to be done in enterprifes like
their’s : that his ‘wife had no weak place, by means of
which he could be fwayed: that equally firm in her
principles, fhe poffeffed perhaps more of that penetra-
tion peculiar to her fex, which deccitful people have
moft reafon to fear. Perhaps too they gucfled, that
fhe could fometimes wield a pen; and that fuch a
couple, of ftrong reafon, firm charalter, and fome
talents, might be injurious to their defigns, and were
fit only to be ruined. The courfe of cvents, illof-
trated by a number of circumftances, which it would
be difficult for me to detail at prefent, but of .which
a lively impreffion remains on my mind, gives to thefe
conjetures all the evidence of demonftration.
One of the firft meafures thought proper to be taken
by
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by the council was, te difpatch to the departments
eommiffioners, inftru&ed to explain the events of the
toth of auguft, and particularly to roufe the minds of
the people to prepare for defence, be expeditious in
raifing the neceffary recruits for the armies oppofed
to the enemy on the frontiers, &c. When it was
agreed to fend thers, and the fubjet of choofing pro~
per agents came to be difcuffed, Roland demanded to
have till the next day to confider whom he could pro-
pofe.—* I will take it all upon myfelf:’ cried Dan-
ton: © the commune of Paris will furnith us with ex-
cellent patriots.’—The indolent majority of the coun-
cil intrufted to him the care of pointing them out:
and the next day he came to the council with com-
miffions ready made; fo that nothing more was necef-
fary, than to fill them up with the names he prefented,
and fign them. The council examined them very
little, and affixed their fignatures, without debating
the fubje&t. Thus a fwarm of men fcarcely known ;
intriguers of fefions, or bawlers of clubs; patriots
from fublimation, and ftill more from intereft; for
the moft part deftitute of any mode of getting a live-
lihood, except what they might affume, or hope to ac-
quire, in public commotions ; but completely devoted
to Danton their prote&or, and enamoured of his man-
ners and licentious doftrines; became the reprefen-
tatives of the executive council throughout the de-
partments of France.

This bufinefs always appeared to me one of the
grandeft party-firokes of Danton, and moft humiliat-
ing leffons for the council.

It is neceffary to refle@t, how fully each minifter was

already
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already occupied in the affairs of his own department,
in thofe turbulent times, to conceive how it could be
poflible, that honeft men, by no means deftitute of
capacity, could bave afted with fuch inconfideration.
The fa& is, the minifters of the home, naval, and
military departments, were fo burdened with multi-
plicity of bufinefs, that particular affairs too com-
pletely abforbed their thoughts, to allow them time to
reflel on the grand outlines of the political fyftem.
The council ought to have been compofed of men,
whofe fole employment fhould be to deliberate on
affairs, not to carry them into execution. Danton
filled thar poft, where leaft was to be done: befides,
he gave himfelf little concern about executing the
duties of his office, which he fcarcely permitted to
occupy any part of his attention. His clerks turned
the wheel, he trufted to them his hand, and the ma-
chine went on, juft os it could, without giving him
any anxiety. All his time and attention were dedi-
cated to intrigues, and calculations, to promote his
views of augmenting his wealth and power. At the
war-office he was continually procuring his own crea-
tures to be placed with the armies: he found means
to get them concerned in the contrafls for it of every
kind : he neglefted no quarter, in which he could ad-
vance thefe men, the dregs of a corrupted nation, of
which they rofe the fcum during the political ferment,
at the top of which they muft fwim for a time: with
thefe he augmented his credit, and made himfelf a
fation, that foon became powerful, for it is now para-
mount.
The enemy advanced on our territories. It's pro-
grefs
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grefs became alarming. Men, who would lead the
people, and who have ftudied the maans of fwaying
them, know fear to be one of the moft powerful.
This affe@ion places them, who experience it, in com-
plete fubjeftion to them, who permit it to have no
influence on their minds. How great the advantage
of thofe, who defignedly infpire it by falfe rumours or
pretences! This calculation had affuredly been made
by the infligators of the proceedings of feptember:
they muft have had the twofold obje&t of producing
a tumult, under favour of which, the violation of the
prifons, and maffacre of the prifoners, would afford
them an opportunity of fatiating their private animo-
fities, and gratifying their avarice by plunder; and at
the fame time of fpreading abroad that kind of ftupor,
during which the little band of daring and ambitious
men might lay the foundations of their power. In-
feriour agents were not difficult to be gained by the
lure of profit: the pretence of immolating fuppofed
traitors, from whom confpiracies would be profeffed
to be dreaded, muft feduce fome weak heads, deceive
the people, and ferve to juftify the altiop: whence
the direflors would obtain the blind devotion of their
amply-paid fatellites, the attachment of all who fhared
the profits with their leaders, and the fubmiffion of
the intimidated people, furprifed at the energy, or
perfuaded of the juftice of an operation, to which it
would be enchained, by having it reprefented as it’s
own work. Thus whoever durft afterwards reprobate
thefe crimes was proclaimed a calumniator of the city
of Paris, pointed out as fuch to the fury of a certain
clafs of it's inhabitants, and ftyled a federafif, and a

confpirator.
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confprrator. Such was the crime of the fwenty-revs,
joined to the unpardonable guilt of fuperiority.

A report of the taking of Verdun was loudly pros
pagated on the firft of feptember, with gieat alarm.
The officiating preacher to the mob affirmed the
enemy to be in full march to Chalons. To liften to
them it would be at Paris in three days: and the peo-
ple, who confidered nothing bur the diftance, without
eftimating every thing neceffary to the march of an
army, for it’s provifion, baggage, and artillery, and all
that render it's progrefs fo very different from that of
an individual, already beheld the foreign troops pil-
laging the fmoking ruins of the capital.

Nothing was negle&ed, that could inflame the ima-
gination, amplify objeéls, or augment the apprehen
fion of danger. It was not difficult to obtain from
the affembly fome meafures adapted to promote the
defign. Domiciliary vifits, under the pretence of
fearching for arms concealed, or difcovering perfons
fufpefted, which have become fo frequent fince the
tenth of auguft, were decreed as general procedures,
and executed in the dead of the night. They gave
occafion to frefh and numerous captions, and unheard
of vexations. ‘The commune of the tenth; compofed
in great part of thofe men, who, having nothing to
lofe, have every thing to gain by a revolution; already
guilty of a thoufand enormities; had need of come
mitting more ; for the accumulation of crimes alone
can fecure impunity. ‘The misfortunes of the country
were folemnly announced. The fignal of diftrefs, the
black flag, was hoifted on the tower of the metropo-
litam church.  The alarm-gun was fired. The com-

H mune
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mune proclaimed, by found of trumpet, a general
affembly of the citizens, on funday, the 2d, in the
Champ-de-Mars, to rally round the altar of the na-
tion thofe zealous patriots, who would immediately
fet off for it's defence. Yet it direCted the gates to
be fhut, and no one was ftruck with the contradiéto-
rinefs of thefe proceedings. The talk was of a con-
fpiracy forming in the prifons by the ariftocrats (or
the rich), who were confined in them in great num-
bers; and of the uneafinefs and rcpugnance of the
people to quit their hearths, and lcave bchind them
thofe ravenous wolves, who, foon unchained, would
fall upon all they had left behind them moft dear.

At the firft fymptoms of commotion, the minifter of
the home-department, whofe it is to watch over the
general tranquillity, but who has not the immediate
exercife of power, or employment of force, wrote in
a prefling manner to the commune, in the perfon of
the mayor, to urge on it the vigilance, it ought to
difplay. He contented himfelf not with this: he ad-
drefled himfelf to the commandant-general, to exhort
him to ftrengthen the pofts, and keep an eye on the
prifons. He did more, hearing, that the prifons
were threatened, he officially required him to guard
them with care, making his head refponfible for
events: and to give more efficacy to a requifition, to
which his authority was reftrained, he caufed it to be
printed and pofted up at the corner of every fireet.
This was direfting the citizens, to guard them them-
felves, if the commandant fhould neglet his duty.

At five in the evening of funday, nearly at the very
moment when the prifons were furrounded, as I have

fince
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fince been informed, about two hundred men came to
the office of the home-department, loudly calling for
the minifter, and for arms.

From my own retired apartment, I thought I heard
fome noife. I quitted it, and, from a room looking
into the great court, I perceived the mob. Thence I
repaired to the anti-chamber, to inquire the caufe.
Roland was gone out: but they, who demanded him,
were not fatisfied with this, but were determined to
fpeak to him. The fervants refufed them admiffion,
perfifting in the truth. [ ordered them to go, and
invite ten of them in. They entered. I atked them
calmly what they wanted. They told me, they were
honeft citizens, ready to depart for Verdun, but in
want of arms ; for which they came to afk the mini-
fter, and they muft fee him. I obferved to them, that
the minifter of the home-department never had arms
at his difpofal : and that they fhould demand them at
the war-office, from the minifter at war., They re-
plied they had been there; and were told there was
none: that all thofe minifters were f. of traitors,
and they wanted Roland.—*. I am forry he is gone
out, for his folid arguments would have weight with
you: come and go through the houfe with me, and
you fhall fatisfy yourfelves, that he is not at home,
and that he has no arms, which, on refleftion, you
will be convinced he ought not to have. Return to
the war-office, or carry your juft complaints to the
commune: or, if you will fpeak to Roland, repair to
the navy-office, where all the council is affembled.’—
They withdrew. I went into the balcony over the
court, and thence I beheld a furious fellow in his fhirt,
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with his fleeves tucked up to his fhoulders, fabre in
hand, declaiming againft the treachery of the mini-
fters. My ten deputies difperfed themfelves amongfi
the crowd, and at length determined it to retreat with
drums beating, and carrying away the valet-de-cham-
bre as an hoftage; who was forced to pace the ftreets
for an Kour, when he was permitted to depart.

Immediately I got into a coach, and haftened to the
navy-office, to inform my hufband of what had paffed.
The council was not yet formed. I found a nume-
rous circle, in which were feveral deputies. The mi-
nifters at war and of juftice not being arrived, the
others were in the falon as a private company. I re-
lated the ftory, on which each made"his remarks.
Moft fuppofed it the fortuitous refult of circumftances,
and the effervefcence of the people’s minds.

What was Danton then doing? I knew not till fe-
veral days after: but it may be proper to mention it
here, in the order of faéts. He was at the refrdence of
the mayor, in the committee of fuperintendance, as it
was ftyled, from which ifflued the orders for the arrefts,
which had been fo numerous within a few days. There
a reconciliation hat! juft taken place between him and
Marat, after the parade of a feigned quarrel for four-
and-twenty hours. He went to Pétion's apartment,
took him afide, and faid to him, in his ftrong language:
¢ can you guefs what they have taken into their heads?
‘Would you have imagined that they had iffued 2 man-
date to apprehend Roland #'—* Who have?’—¢That fu-
ridus committee. Ihave Jaid hold of the mandate : fee,
here it is. We cannot fufferthemtoa&t thus. What, the
devill againft a member of the council '~~Pétion took
the mandate, read it, returned it to him with a fmile,

and
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and faid: “let them do it: it will have a good effe&t."—
¢ A goodeffe@!’ replied Danton, inquifitively examining
the mayor's countenance : *O, [ will not fufferit: I will
go and make them liften to reafon.’ The mandate was
not carried into execution, But who is there, that
does not fee, that the two hundred men were fent to
the minifter of the home department by the authors of
the mandate? Who is there, that does not fufpeft,
that the inutility of their attempt, delaying the execu-
tion of their projeé&t, might occafion them, who con-
ceived it, to hefitate? Who is there, that does not
perceive, in the condu& of Danton with the mayor,
that of a confpirator who would found the effe&t of
fuch a ftroke, or take to himfelf the honour of having
parried it, when he found it had failed, or been ren-
dered dubious by accidental delay.

The minifters left the council a little after eleven.
It was not till the next morning we learnt the hore
rours, of which the night had been witnefy, and which
flill continued to reign in the prifons. Our hearts
burfting with the thoughts of thefe abominable crimes,
the inability of preventing them, and the evident
accord between the commune and the commandant-
general®, we were perfuaded, that nothing remained

® Grandpré, who, by his office, is obliged to give an accownt of
the Rate of the prifons w the minifter of the home-department, had
found their fad inmates in the grearck affright, in the moming of
the 2d of feptember. He had taken various meafares to procure the
liberation of many of them, snd had facceeded with refped to a cone
fidersble number ; but the rumoass, that prevailed, kepe thofe wha
remained in the greateft conflemation. This worthy citizen, having
seturned to the hotel, waited to fee the minifers at the breaking wp

of the council. Dantos firft made his appearance. He went up
Hs him:
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for a virtuous minifter, but to announce them with the
greateft vehemence, to engage the aflembly to ftay
them, to raife the indignation of all honeft men
againft them, and thus to wafh away the dithonour of
having fhared in them by filence; nay, to expofe
himfelf, if fo it muft be, to the daggers of the
affaflins, to avoid the guilt and thame of being in any
meafure their accomplice.—* It is equally true,’ faid I
to my hufband, ¢ that the refolutions of courage are
not more confonant to juftice, than they are conducive
to fafety. Firmnefs alone can reprefs audacity. If
the denunciation of thefe enormities were not a duty,
it would be an aét of prudence. The perpetrators of

him : he told him what he had feen, and related what had been done, the
requifitions made to the armed force by the minifter of the home-de-
partment, the little regard apparently paid to them, the alarms of the
prifoners, and the care which he, being minifter of juftice, ought to
take of them. Danton, vexed at this unlucky reprefentation, cried
with his bellowing voice, and appropriate geftures: ¢ devil take the
prifoners! what care I, what becomes of them " and went on his way
inarage. This wasin the fecond anti chamber, in the prefence of
twenty people, who fhuddered to hear fuch a favage fpeech from the
minifter of juftice. Danton enjoys his crimes, Afier having at-
tained fuceeffively the feveral degrees of influence ; and perfecured
and profcribed the probity, which declared war againt him, and the
merit, of which he dreaded the afcendency ; he reigns.  His voice
afluates the affembly ; his intrigues keep the people in motion; and
his genias rules the committee, called of public fafety, in which re-
fides all the power of the government. Thus diforder every where
prevails: the men of blood rale; the mof rigid tyranny crufhes the
people of Paris; and France, torn, degraded, under fuch a mafter,
€an no longer do more, than change it'soppreffers. I feel his hand
xivet the fetters that bind me; as I perceived his infpiration in the
firft attack of Marat again®t me. It is neceffary for him to ruin them,
who know him, and refemble him not,

them
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them muft hate you, for you have endeavoured to
prune their wings: nothing remains for you; but to
infpire them with fear.’ Roland wrote to the affem-
bly his letter of the third of feptember; which became
equally celebrated with that he had “addrefled to the
king. The affembly received it with tranfport : it or-
dered it to be printed, pofted up, and fent to the de-
partments: it applauded it, as weak men applaud ats
of courage they cannot imitate, but which affe& them-
felves, and infpire them with fome hope.

I remember having read a little work, ftrongly ari-
ftocratic, publifhed fome time fince at London, I be-
lieve by Pelletier; the author of which is greatly
aftonifhed, that the fame man, who had fo audacioufly
offended his king, afterwards difplayed fo much juftice
and humanity. Either the {pirit of party muft render a
man extremely inconfiftent ; or virtue isfo rare, thatit’s
very exiftence is become queftionable. The friend of
freedom and his fellow-creatures detefts with equal
vehemence, and proclaims with equal energy, the ty-
ranny of 2 mob, and the tyranny of a king, the defpo-
tifm of a throne, and the diforders of anarchy, the
wiiinefs of courts, and the ferocioufnefs of robbers.

That fame day, the 3d of feptember, a man, for-
merly a colleague of Roland, and to whom I thought
I owed the civility of inviting him to dinner, took it
into his head to bring with him the orator of the human
race, without mentioning it to me, or afking my per-
miffion. This breach of politenéfs appeared to me
the venial offence of an honeft man, dazzled by the
orator’s fame, I received with civility Clorz, of whom
I knew nothing more than his bombaft orations, and

H 4 of
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of whom I had no unfavourable memorendum: but
one of my friends feeing him, whifpered in my ear:
< your gueft has introduced to you an infufferable pa-
rafite, whom I am forry to fec here.’—

The converfation turned on the events of the day.
Clootz pretended to prove, that they were indif-
penfable and falutary meafures; uttered many com-
mon-place obfervations on the rights of the people,
the juftice of their vengeance, and it’s fubferviency to
the happinefs of mankind ; fpoke loud, and long; ate
ftill more than he fpoke; and tired more than one
auditor. Soon after appointed deputy, he returned
occafionally of his own accord ; feating himfelf in the
firft place, and helping himfelf to the niceft difhes,
without ceremony. My extreme and cold politenefs,
accompanied with the care I always took. to help
feveral perfons before him, foon gave him to under-
ftand, that he held no high place in my efteem. He
perceived it, came no more, and revenged himfelf by
calumnies. I fhould not have meutioned this con~
temptible fellow, but for the diftinguithed part he
afled amongft the flanderers of good men, and the
art with which be joined in making of federalifm a
fearetrow for fools, or a title of profcription for thofe
of good underftanding, who embraced not his chimera
of an univerfal commonwealth,

The laft time he came to vifit me, he mounted his
hobby-horfe, and repeated all his extravagancies on
the poffibility of a convention formed of deputies
from every corner of the world. Some of the com-
pany anfwered him with a jeft. Roland, tired of the
noife and pedantry, with which Clootz maintained

his
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his opinion, and pretended to make converts to it, had:
the civility to flourith an argument or two with him,
and then turned away to another part of the room.
The converfation cooled, and broke off into diffcrent
fubjefts. Buzot, whofe folid underftanding never.
amufes itfelf long with attacking caftles in the air,
was aftonifhed, that federation fhould be treated as a
herefy in politics. He obferved, that Greece, fo
celebrated, fo prolific of great men and heroic altions,
was compofed of finall confedzrate republics: that
the United States, which in our own days exhibit the
moft interefting pi€ture of a good focial organization,
form a compofition of the fame nature: and that
Switzerland prefented a fimilar example. That in
truth, at the prefent moment, and in the aétual fitua-
tion of France, it was important for it to maintain
unity ; becaufe thus it formed a mafs more likely to
be refpetted by foreign powers, and poflefled a fingle-
nefs of a&ion, which would be of precious account
for the completion of the laws, that muft infure ita
conftitution : yet it could not be diffembled, that there
would ever be a laxity in the political bands, which
united a fleming and a native of Provence; that it
was difficult to make that attachment, in which the
firength of a republic confifts, reign over a furface fo
extenlfive ; for the love of our country is not ftritly that
of the land we inhabit, but of the citizens with whom
we dwell, and the lJaws by which they are governed,
otherwife the athenians could not have transferred
their exiftence as fuch from their city to their fhips;
that we can never thoroughly love any but thofe
whom we know; and that the enthufiafm of men

feparated
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feparated by a diftance of fix hundred miles can never
be general, uniform, and vivid, like that of the in-
habitants of a fmall territory.

Thefe fage refletions, fo efteemed by moft of thofe
who heard them, were traduced and denounced by
Clootz, as a confpiracy to federate France, and detach
it from the department of Paris. He reprefented Buzot
as the moft dangerousof the confpirators, Roland as their
chief, and the deputies who vifited me moft frequently
as partizans of this liberticide projet. 1 know not
whether a madman like Clootz can have been fincere
in his apprehenfions: but I cannot bring myfelf to
believe him fo; firmly perfuaded, that he faw, in the
fabrication of his lie, an opportunity of revenging his
felf-love, offended at not being admired : a fubjeét for
declaiming in his own way, extremely fuitable to the
turgidity of his ftyle, and the diforder of his imagina-
tion: and a mean of injuring men, whofe underftand-
ing muft difpleafe him, and making a common caufe
with thofe, in whofe vices he delights : even fuppofing
him to have no fecret miffion to embroil France, by
the help of the bedlamites, to fmooth the way for his
countrymen, the prafhians.

The maffacres, notwithftanding, continued: at the
Abbey, from funday evening till tuefday morning;
at the bridewell, longer; at the Bicétre, four days;
&c. Tomy prefent abode, in the firftof thefe prifons,
1 am indebted for particulars, which would make the
reader thrill with horrour, but which I have not cou-
rage to write. One circumftance, however, [ will not
pafs over in filence, becaufe it tends to demonfirate,
that it was a deep-laid fcheme. In the fuburb of St.

Germain
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Germain there is 2 houfe of confinement, to receive
prifoncrs which the Abbey cannot admit, when it is
already full ; and the police chofe funday evening to
remove them, the inftant before the general maffacre
began. The affaflins were ready; felf upon the hack-
ney coaches, of which there were five or fix ; and ftab-
bed, and murdered, with fabres and pikes, all that
were in them, in the middle of the ftreet, and un-
checked by their doleful cries. All Paris witneffed
thefe terrible fcenes, perpetrated by a fmall number
of cut-throats: fo fmall, that there were fcarcely more
than a dozen at the Abbey, the gate of which was de-
fended, notwithftanding the requifitions made to the
commune and the commandant, only by two national
guards. All Paris fuffered them to go on—all Paris
was accurfed in my eyes, and I could no longer cn-
tertain hopes of the eftablithment of liberty amongft
cowards, infenfible to the laft outrages againft nature
and humanity, frigid fpeftators of crimes, which the
courage of fifty armed men could with eafe have
prevented.

The public force was badly organized, as it is ftill:
for the mifcreants take great care, when they would
reign, to oppofe all kind of order, that might tie their
hands. But is it neceffary for men to know their
captain, and march in regular order of battle, when
they have to fly to the affiftance of vi€tims about to be
murdered ? The fa&t is, the rumour of a pretended
confpiracy in the prifons, completely improbable as it
was, and the affe@ed enunciation of the uneafinefs
and rage of the people, held every one in a ftate of
ftupor; and perfuaded him, fhut up in his houfe, that

the
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the people were the altors; when, from all accounts,
there were not two hundred villains in the whole,
employed on this infamous purpofe. It is not the
firft night, therefore, that aftonithes me: but four
days '——and curious people went to fee this fpetta-
cle!—No! I know nothing in the annals of the moft
barbarous people, to be compared with this atro-
cious deed.

The health of Roland was impaired by it. The
difturbance of the nervous fyftem was fo great, that
his flomach could bear nothing, and the bile, ob-
firufted in it’s courfe, diffufed itfelf on the furface of
the fkin. He was yellow and weak ; yet his induftry
was not diminithed : unable to eat, or fleep, he defifted
not from his labours. He wasftill ignorant of hishaving
been the obje&t of arreft, though I had heard of it ; for I
could by no means think of acquainting him with
what would have only tended to exafperate a com-
plaint already ferious: fome one, however, I know
not who, mentioned it to him the week following,
It muft be confefled, that he afterwards fpoke of the
fubjet fometimes: fo that his encmies affelted to
repeat, that he declaimed againft thefe executions
only from the fear he had of being comprehended in
the number of their vi€tims: whil, in reality, to the juft
horrour, with which they had infpired him, he only
added indignation, at having been reckoned amongft
thofe, who were deftined to fall by them.

Danton was the man, who moft endeavoured to
reprefent the oppofition of Roland to thefe events, as
the fruit of anardent imagination, and the terrour with
which he feigned he was ftruck. I always thought
much might be inferred from this circumftance.

Hiftory




[ 109 ]

Hiftory no doubt will preferve the infamous circu-
lar letter of the committee of fuperintendance of the
commune, containing an apology for the tranfaions
of feptember, and an invitation to perpetrate the like
throughout all France; a letter of which numbers
were expedited from the office of the minifter of
juttice, and counter-figned by him.

Circumftances indicating the inconvenience of
bringing to Paris the prifoners from Orleans, whofe
removal had been decreed, and who were already on
the road, the minifter of the home department gave
orders, by advice of the council, to condu them to
Verfailles; and a numerous efcort was fent for
this purpofe. Certain men, pretending to be pene-
trated with horrour at the affaflinations of Paris, in-
finuated themfelves into it under this cloak, and were
the authors of the butchery perpetrated on the pri-
foners in the waggons, on their arrival at Verfailles.

The money, notes, jewels, and other valuables, of
which there was abundance in the prifons at that
time; from the wealth and condition of thofe, by
whom they were filled; were pillaged, as may be
fuppofed.

Much more confiderable had been the plunder
made by the members of the commune after the 1oth
of auguft, at the palace of the Tuileries, or in the
royal houfes near it, to which it fent commiffioners, or
in the houfes of private perfons faid to be fufpetted,
on whofe property it had affixed feals.

The commune had received confiderable depofites,
and it had removed much treafure. No account ap-
peared, and the minifter of the home departmeit

could
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could not obtain the information he had a right to
demand concerning them. He complained to the
affembly ; as he did alfo of the negligence of the com-
mandant-general, from whom he requefted in vain a
more numerous guard for the poft of the Jewel-office.
Villains in the meantime hefitated at nothing : watches,
fhoe-buckles, ear-rings; were taken from people in
the market-places and public walks, in broad day.
The affembly, as ufval, commended the minifter's
zeal ; dire€ted him to make a report of the ftate of
Paris ; and took no meafures whatever.

The pillage of the Jewel-office was effefted. Mil-
lions fell into the hands of perfons, who would natu-
rally employ them to perpetuate anarchy, the fource of
their power.

D’Eglantine, who had never vifited me after the
matins of feptember; who, the laft time I faw him,
faid to me, as from a profound fenfe of the critical
ftate of France; ¢ things will never go well, without
a concentration of powers: the cxecutive council
muft have the diatorfhip, and it's prefident muft
exercife it:’ came to me the morning after this im-
portant robbery, at ¢leven o'clock. He came, but I
was not at home, for I had juft gone out with madam
Pétion. He waited for me two hours: I found him
in the court at my return: he went in with me, unin-
vited : he remained an hour and half, unafked to fit
down. With an hypocritical tone he lamented the
robbery of that night, which deprived the nationof real
wealth: he inquired, whether no information of'it’s
authors had been obtained: and he profeffed aftonifh-
ment at it's not having been forefeen. Then he talked

of
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of Robefpierre and Marat, who had begun to revile
Roland and me; and called them hot-headed men,
who muft be permitted to go on their own way, well~
meaning, extremely zealous, who were ftartled at
every thing, but whofe conduét ought to create no
alarm. I fuffered him to talk as he pleafed, faid
little, and expreffed my opinion of nothing. He
withdrew; and I have not feen him fince. The
purpofe of this fingular vifit has never yet becn known
to me: it remains for time to unfold.

I have faid, that Marat began to revile us. It
fhould be told, that, the moment the affembly had de-
creed a fum at the difpofal of the minifter of the home
department for printing ufeful works, Marat, who,
the day after the 10th, had caufed four prefles to be
taken from the royal printing houfe by 4is people, to
indemnify him for thofe, which the hand of juftice
had taken from him, wrote to Roland for fifteen thou-
fand livres [£623], to enable him to publith fome ex-
cellent things. Roland anfwered, that the fum was
too great to be delivered, without knowing the obje&,
on which it was to be employed ; and if Marat would
fend his manufcripts to him, he would not take upon
himfelf to decide on them, but would lay them before
the council, to determine whether they ought to be
printed at the expenfe of the nation. Marat replied
rudely enough ; of which he is extremely capable, and
fent a heap of manufcripts, the very fight of which
was enough to frighten any one. There was an effay
on the chains of flavery, and I know not what befides,
quite in his own ftyle, which is faying fufficient.

I had fometimes doubted, whether Marat were not

a fiflitious
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a fititious perfon: but then I was convinced, that
fuch a being really exifted. I fpoke of him to Dan-
ton, expreflcd a defire of feeing him, and begged he
would introducc him to me: for it is not amifs to have
a knowledge of monfters, and my curiofity was ex-
cited to learn, whether he were 2 man who had loft
his wits, or a well-prompted aftor. Danton excufed
himfelf, under pretence of it’s being completely ufe-
lefs, and even difagreeable, as it would only prefent
me an original anfwering to nothing. From the tone
of his excufe, I guefled he would not have gratified
my fancy, had I infifted upon it; fo I did not appear,
to have thought of it ferioufly.

The council decided, that the manufcripts of Marat
fhould be put into the hands of Danton, who would
know how to fettle the matter with him. This was
cutting the gordian knot, inftead of untying it. It
was not proper for the minifter of the home depart-
ment, to expend the public money in feeing a mad-
man; it was not prudent for him, to make him an
enemy: a fimple flat refufal from the council would
have removed every difficulty. Entrufting this office
to Danton was affording him a freth opportunity of
attaching to himfelf this mad dog, that he might fet
him on to bite and worry whom he pleafed.

Three weeks and more had pafled away, and the
tranfaltions of feptember were at an end. Marat had
the impudence to poft up a demand of fifteen thoufand
livres from d'Orleans, with a complaint of the incivifm
of the minifter in refufing him that fum ; and publithed
a libel againft me perfonally. 1 did not give into the
fnare.—¢ This’, faid I to my hufband, ¢ is Danton down-

right :
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right: he wants to attack you, and begins by prowling
round you., He has the folly to fuppofe, that thefe filly
things will affe& me, and that I fhall take up the pen
to anfwer them ; fo that he will bring forward a wo-
man upon the ftage, and thus render ridiculous the
man to whom I am allied. Thefe fellows may form
fome opinion of my qualifications, but of my mind they
can frame no judgment. Let them flander me as long
as they pleafe, they will never move me to complain,
or to regard them.’

Roland made his report of the ftatc of Paris on the
22d of feptember. It was exaél and fpirited: that is
to fay, it depi€ted the diforders, that had been com-
mitted, and the imprudence of leaving the cenftituted
authorities any longer in the greateft infubordination,
and the moft dangerous exercife of arbitrary power.
He did juftice to the zeal of the commune of the 1oth,
and the fervice it did the revolution on that day: but
he thowed, that the prolongation of the employment
of revolutionary meafures would produce exallly the
reverfe of what was hoped from them ; fince the pur-
pofe of deftroying tyranny was to introduce the reigh
of juftice and order, with which anarchy was equally
incompatible: and he demonftrated the equity of de-
manding, and the difficulty of obtaining accounts from
that commune, from which he had required thém in
vain.

The affembly, capable of perceiving the right, but
from weaknefs unable to purfue it, applauded the re-
port, ordered it to be printed, decreed little, and reti-
fied nothing. It is fcarcely poffible to conceive a fitu.
ation more painful, than that of a firm and upright

I man,
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man, who, at the head of a great adminiftration, in
which he appears to have confiderable power, and is
a&ually burdened with high refponfibility, daily wit-
nefles difgufting abufes, which he can do no more
than denounce, and to remedy which, the legiflative
authority he informs of them can or dares do nothing.
To cafhier the commune, order a new municipality to
be elefted according to the forms prefcribed by law,
to organize the common force, and caufe a comman-
der to be appointed it by the fcétions, were the only
meafures that could eftablifh order in Paris; without
which the laws would be appealed to in vain, and for
want of which a convention there muft neceflarily be
fubjeét to the municipal authority, which knew no re-
ftraint. In fuch a ftate of things, I would rather, that
Roland dedicated his talents to his country as a deputy,
than as member of a council without energy, and mi-
nifter of a government without a capacity of afting. I
did not conceal thefe fentiments from fome, who were
capable of appreciating them : but the vulgar could
not have comprehended the preference of an humble
fphere to the honours and throng of minifterial office,
and for want of this comprehenfion would have
formed unlucky conjeétures.

The department of the Somme, in which Roland
had long refided, chofe him for it’s reprefentative.
This choice excited almoft univerfal regret. It ap-
peared inconfiderate and abfurd to take from the helm
a man of integrity, courage, and underftanding, whom
it would be difficult to replace; in order to put him
into an affembl;, where numbers could ferve the ftate
by their votes, without pofiefling his capacity. Ro-

land
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land made no hefitation. He wrote to the affembly
in confequence, requefting it to appoint him a fuc-
ceffor, and mentioning a perfon, whom he thought
qualified to fill his office. This news occafioned great
agitation: exclamations arofe againft it on all fides,
and a motion was made, that he fhould be invited to
retain his office. The convention was already formed
by the number of deputies to the legiflative affembly
who were chofen members of it alfo, and thofe who
firft arrived from the country ; or the latter had taken
their places in the legiflative affembly. Which of the
two was the cafe I do not perfeftly recollet at this
moment, and | have nothing to confult for informa-
tion: but Danton was prefent*, and rofe to oppofe
this invitation with great warmth. His impetuofity
betrayed his rancour, and led him to fay many ridica-
Jous things: amongft others, that they ought to ad-
drefs the invitation to me alfo, for I was by no means
unimportant to the adminiftration of Roland. Mur-
murs of difapprobation attended his invidious re-
marks: but the decree did not pafs, though the gene-
ral with was ftrongly exprefled. The minifter’s refig-
nation, however, was not accepted, and he was till
left free to make his option. A crowd of deputies
repaired to his houfe, to prevail on him not to quit
the miniftry. It was ftrongly urged on him as a facri.
fice he owed his country ; and it was reprefented to

® I remember, that, for more than a moath, he contianed to offici-
ate at the council, whilft he went and voted in the afembly, This
coalition of powers appeared highly culpable to Roland, who, doring
thelafl fortnight of Danton’s proceeding thus, refrained from attend-
ing a council, influenced by & man who had no right longer to fit ia it.
| 3 him,
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him, that the convention, when once complete, would
give affairs a grand and decifive courfe, in which his
aftivity and difpofition were neceffary, and by which
he would be fupported. Two days pafied in thefe fo-
licitations, when he was informed, that his eletion
was void, becaufe it had been made to replace another
fuppofed null, but in reality not fo; and therefore he
had no reafon to quit the miniftry.

Accordingly he refolved to remain in it ; and wrote
to the affembly in a ftyle of courage and dignity,
which was crowned with the plaudits of the majority,
and made his enemies tremble. His ele&tion was in-
deed not valid: but the party of Danton ftrove to con-
ceal this till he had quitted the miniftry, that he might
be thrown out of every fituation. From that time the
party purfued him without remiffion ; every day there
was fome frefh attack: the journal of Marat, pamph-
Jets compofed for the purpofe, and denunciations at
the Jacobins, inceflantly repeated calumnies and ac-
cufations, each more ftupid or more atrocious than it's
predeceffor. But effrontery and perfeverance in things
of this kind have always fuccefs with a people natu~
rally fickle and fufpicious, They went fo far even as
to impute to him as a crime, what ought to have pro-
cured him praife: and had the art to infpire honeft
men void of courage with alarm at that very folicitude,
which was moft conducive to the fafety of the com-
mon wealth: I mean the care of inftruting the pub-
lic opinion. It requires no profound fkill in politics
to know, that from public opinjon arifes the firength
of a government : all the difference in this refpe@, that
exifts between a tyrannical adminiftration, and one

which
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which takes juftice for it's bafis, is, that the for.
mer is employed wholly in narrowing the fphere of
light, and fuppreffing truth, whilft the latter makes it
a law, to diffufe them as widely as poffible.

The affembly had rightly judged, that the events of
the roth of auguft would produce different impreffions,
according to the prejudices or interefts of individuals,
and the manner in which they were reprefented. It
direfted a narrative of the falls therefore to be drawn
up, decreed it fhould be printed, fupported it by the
publication of all the documents neceffary to prove it’s
accuracy, charged the minifter of the home depart-
ment to expedite it together with thefe throughout alt
France, and enjoined him to promote the writing of
pamphlets conducive to the fame end.

Roland felt, that, in the prefent circumftance, the alt
of diffufing infcrmation needed improvement, and
that it was requifite to form a ftream of light, to fup«
ply in fome meafure the want’ of public inftrultion;
ever too much neglefted. He made inquiry in the
departments, and fecured there a fmall number of zea-
Jous and enlightened men, on whofe fidelity, in diftris
buting fuch writings. as might be fent them, he could
depend, He made it a rule, to anfwer every thing,
and to keep up a correfpondence with all the popular
focieties, country clergymen, and private perfons, who
fhould write tohim. To the focieties he fent a circue
lar letter, reminding them of the fpirit of their infti-
tution, and inculcating into them the fraternal care of
infrufting and enlightening each other, from which
they had too great tendency to fwerve; in order to de-
liberate and rule. He fele@ed out of his offices three

&1 or



[ 118 ]

or four perions of good fenfe, to keep up this patriotic
correfpondente, and difpatch the printed trafls, under
the direftion of him amongft them, who had motft fens
fibility of heart, ftrictnefs of principle, and amenity of
ftyle. This correfpondence he frequently animated
with his own circular letters, diitated by circum-
ftances, and always breathing that morality, and that
charm of affeftion, which engag= men’s hearts. The
excellent effeft refulting from this cannot eafily be
conceived : troubles of every kind fubfided : the admi-
nifirative bodies executed their funétions with regula-
rity : five or {ix hundred focieties, and a confiderable
number of country clergymen, employed themfelves
with affe€ting zcal to diffufe inftru€tion ; and to ren-
der interefied and concerned for the public welfare
men hitherto occupied wholly in their manual labours,
abandoned to ignorance, and more difpofed to receive
chains, than to maintain that frecdom, of which they
krew neither the extent, nor the Jimits, neither the
rights, nor the duties.

‘s his patriotic correfrondence is a valuable monument,
equally atteft'ng the pure principles and enlightened
vigilance of the minifter, the good will of a great num-
ber of prudent citizens, and the admirahle fruits of
wifdom, patriotifm, and reafon.

In the thing itfelf, and in it’s cflefls, fufpicious and
jealous men faw lefs the triumph of freedom, the main-
tet ance of tranquillity, and the confolidation of the
republic, than the fame and reputation that might ac-
crue from them to the firft mover. From that mo-
ment Roland was reprefented as a dangerous man,
who had offices of public opinion ; and foon as a cor-

ruptor
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ruptor of the people’s judgment, a man ambitious of
the fupreme power ; and finally, as a confpirator.

It was only neceffary to read his writings, and cxa-
mine his correfpondence. The departments, that re-
ceived his letters, anfwered him with their warmeft
thanks: but the banditti of Paris ftill perfevered in
flander, without proving any thing ; and excited, by a
thoufand arts, a fort of miftruft, and of popular opinion,
which the jacobins feconded with all their power, for
they were wholly fwayed by Danton, Robefpierre, and
Marat.

Norte.

St. Pélagie, auguft 8, 1793,

MORE than two months have I been imprifoned,
becaufe I am related to a good man, who took it into
his head to retain his virtue in a revolution, and give
in exaét accounts being a minifter. For five months
he had folicited in vain the fettlement of his accounts,
and the paffing of judgment onhis adminiftration. They
have been examined: but, as nothing has been found
in them to blame, it has not been thought proper to
make any report, and he has been flandered. The ac-
tivity of Roland, his multifarious labours, and his en-
lightened writings, acquired him a degree of reputa-
tion, which has been thought dangerous: or at leaft
envious men have made it believed fo, to effe&t the
downfal of a man, whofe integrity they detefted. His
ruin was refolved: and an attempt was made to take
him into cuftody at the time of the infurre€tion on the
31ft of may ; the epoch of the complete debafement and
violation of the reprefentative body of the nation, and
14 the
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the fuccefs of the decemvirate. He has efcaped: far
rage they have feized me: though they would have
apprehended me otherwife; for our perfecutors, if
they know my name has not the influence of his, are
perfuaded, that my temper poffeffes not lefs firmnefs,
and they are almoft equally defirous of my ruin.

The firft part of my captivity I employed in writ-
ing. This I did with fo much rapidity, and was fo
happily difpofed for it, that in lefs than 2 manth I had
manufcripts {ufficient to have formed a duodecimo vo-
lume. Under the title of Hifforica! Memoirs, they con-
fitted of details relative to all the falls, and all the
perfons, connelted with public affairs, that my fitua-
tion had brought to my knowledge. I related them
with all the freedom and energy of my charaler,
with all the negligence of franknefs, the unconttraint
of a mind fuperiour to felfith confiderations, the plea-
fure of defcribing what I had felt or experienced, and
finally in confidence, that, whatever might happen,
the colle&tion would form my moral and political tefta-
ment.

1 had completed the whole, bringing things down
to the prefent moment: and I had entrufted it to a
friend, who fet upon it the higheft value. Ona fud-
den the florm burft over him. The inftant he faw him-
felf put under arreft, he thought of nothing but the
danger, he felt only the neceflity of parrying it, and,
without ruminating on expedients, he threw my ma-
nufcript into the fire. This lofs agitated my mind
more than the rudeft thocks had ever done. 1Itis not
difficult to conceive this, if it be recollefted, that the
crifisapproaches ; that I may be maflacred to-morrow,

or
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or dragged, I know not how, before the tribunal em-
ployed by thofe who rule, to rid them of perfons they
find troublefome: and that thefe writings were the
anchor, to which I entrufted the juftification of my
memory, and that of many other perfons, for whom I
am deeply interefted.

Yet, as we fhould not fink under any event, I fhall
employ my leifure hours in fetting down, without form
or order, what occurs to my mind. Thefe fragments
cannot fupply what I have loft, but they will ferve to
recal it to my memory, and affit me in replacing it
fome future day, if the power of doing it be left
me.

CHARACTERS






CHARACTERS and ANECDOTES.

Buvzor,

F alofty charatter, proud mind, and boiling cou-
rage, fufceprible, ardent, melancholy, and indo-
lent, cannot but fometimes run into extremes. A
patlionate admirer of nature, feeding his imagination
with all the charms it offers, and his mind with the
moft affefling principles of philofophy, he feems
formed to tafte and impart domeftic happinefs: he
would forget the whole world in the placid enjoyment
of private virtues with a heart worthy of his own.
But, thrown into public life, he is fenfiblz only to the
laws of rigid equity, and defends them at all hazards.
Eafily roufed to indignation againft injuftice, he attacks
it with ardour, and is incapable of making terms with
guilt. ‘The friend of human nature fufceptible of the
tendereft feelings, capable of the fublimeft flights and
moft generous refolutions, he cherifhes mankind, and
can facrifice himfelf as a true republican: but a fe-
vere judge of individuals, and difficult in the choice of
the objels of his efteem, he beftows it on very few.
This referve, added to the energetic freedom, with
which he exprefles himfelt, has made him be accufed
of haughtinefs, and begotten him enemies. Medio-

crity
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crity fcarcely ever forgives merit: but vice detefts and
perfecutes that courageous virtue, which declares war
againft it. Buzot is the gentleft man on earth to his
friends ; and the rougheft adverfary to knaves, Whilit
yet young, the ripenefs of his judgment, and purity of
his morals, obtained him the efteem and confidence of
his fellow-citizens. Both their confidence and efteem
he juftified, by his devotion to truth, and his firm-
nefs and perfeverance in {peaking it. Ordinary men,
who depreciate whart they cannot attain, treat his pe-
petration as refvery, his warmth as paffion, his ftrong
ideas as flights of fancy, and his oppofition to every
kind of excefs as a revolt againft the majority. He
was accufed of royalifin, becaufe he afferted, that mo-
rals were neceflary in a republic, and that nothing
fhould be omitted to maintain or corre&t them; of
eatumniating Paris, becaufe he abhorred the maffacres
of feptember, and afcribed them folely to a handful
of cut throats hired by robbers; of arifocracy, becaufe
be would have called the people to the exercife of it's
fovereignty in paffing judgment on Lewis XVI; of
Jederalifm, becaufe he claimed the maiutenance of
equality between all the departments, and ftood up ta
oppofe the municipal tyranny of an ufurping com-
mune. Thefe were his crimes. He had alfo his
fanlts. Poflefling a noblenefs of countenance, and
elegance of fhape, in his drefs he preferved that atten-
tiop, neatnefs, and decorum, which announce a love
of order, a tafte and feeling of propriety, and that ref-
pe€t which a man of education [/'homme honnéte] owes

to the public and to himfelf.
Thus, when.the fcum of the nation lifted to the
helm
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helm men, who made patriotifm confift in flattering
the people, in order to guide it; in overtuming and
invading every thing, to procure themfelves wealth
and confequence; in flandering the laws, to obtain
rule; in protefling licenticufnefs, to fecure impunity ;
in cutting throats, to ftrengthen iheirown power;and in
fwearing, drinking, 2nd drefiing like porters, to frater-
nife with their fellows: Buzot profeffed the morals of
a Socrates, and retained the politenefs of a Scipio.—
What a villain I—Fence the uprizit Lacroix, the fage
Chabot, the gentle Lindet, the modeff Thuriot, the
learned Duroi, the humane Danton, and their faithful
imitators, declared Lim a traitor to his country : they
caufed his houfe to be razed, and his property to be
confifcated, as formerly Ariftides was banifhed, and
Phocion condemned to die. I am aftonifhed they did
not decree, that his name fhould be forgotten. It
would have been more confiftent with their views,
than to pretend to preferve it attached to epithets,
which the evidence of falts difproves.

They cannot obliterate from the page of hiftory
Buzot’s conduét in the conftituent affembly ; or fup-
prefs his fage motions, and vigorous flights, in the
convention. However his opinions may be falfified in
papers devoid of impartiality, the principles by
which they are fupported will flill be perceptible.
Buzot frequently fpoke off-hand, and this conftituted
the greater part of his labours: but he never failed to
fland up againit every crooked fyftem,againft every ftep
detrimental to liberty. His report on a departmen-
tary guard, a projeft fo much decried, contains argu-
ments, that have never been anfwered. That againft
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inftigators to murder difplays the foundeft policy s
and philofophy true as that nature, ftrong as that rca-
fon, on which it is founded. His propafal for the ba-
nithment of the Bourbons is detailed with precifion,
defended with juftice, and written with warmth and
elegance.  His opinion on the judgment of the king,
abounding with fafts and arguments, has nothing of
that pathos and rambling from the fubje&, in which
fo many haranguers indulged on the occafion. In
fine, his letters to his conftituents, of the 6th and 22d
of january, paint his mind with fuch truth, as will
make them fought after. A few wreitlers of his
frength might have given the convention the iinpulfe
it wanted : but the reft of the men of talents, keeping
themfelves back as oraters for great occafions, were too
negletful of common daily contefts, and not fuffici-
ently wary of the arts of their inferiour adverfaries.

'
PeTionN.

A TRULY honeft and good man, he is equally inca-
pable of doing the leaft thing repugnant to juftice, and
inflifting the flighteft injury, or occafioning the leaft
uncafinefs to any one. For himfelf he can negleét
many things, yet he knows not how to refufe a favour
to any perfon in the world. The ferenity of a good
confcience, and mildnefs of an cafy temper, with
franknefs and cheerfulnefs, diftinguifh his countenance.
He was a prudent mayor, and faithful reprefentative::
but he is too unfufpicious, and 00 peaceable, to fore-

fee
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fee or allay a florm. Sound judgment, purc inten-
tions, and what is termed jufinefs of thought, charac-
tesif: his opinions and writings, which bear ftronger
marks of good fenfe than of talents.  As an orator he
is cold, as a writer his flyle is loofe : an cquitable mi~
nifter, and a good citizen, he was formed for the ex-
ercifc of virtue in a republic; not to found a republi-
can government amongft a corrupt people, who for
fome time idolized him, and then rejoiced at his prow
fcription, as at that of an cnemy.

At the rime of the conflituent affembly, during the
revifion of the laws, I was one day with the wife of
Buzot, when her hufband returned from the affembly
very late, bringing with him Pétion to dinner. It was
the period when the court treated them as faftious
men, and defcribed them as intriguers completely oc-
cupied in exciting difturbances.  After dinner, Pétion,
fitting on a large fopha, began to play with alittle dog,
with all the carneftnefs of a child, till they both grew
tired, and fell aflecp together.  The converfation of
four perfons did not prevent Pétion from fnoring.
* Look at that fower of fedition:’ faid Buzot, with a
fmile: ¢ we were cyed afkance as we quitted the hall
and our accufers, greatly alarmed for their party, ima-
gine we are bufily occupied in intrigue.’

The circumftance, and the remark, have olten re-
curred to my remembrance, fince thofe unfortunate
times when Pétion and Buzot were accufed and pro-
fcribed as royalifts, with as much rcafon as they were
then accufed of intrigue by the court. Alwaysalone;
imbued with fuch principles ; conferring with men,
who profeffed the fame, only to converfe on relative
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opinions ; they deemed it fufficient to contend for juf-
tice obftinately, to fpeak the truth conftantly, and to
facrifice themfelves, or expofe themfelves to every
danger, rather than betray them : and they are declared
traitors to their conntry.

I will here record a ftriking fat. It has elfewhere
been feen, that, during the firft patriotic adminiftra-
tion, it had been fettled, that the minifter of foreign
affairs fhould take from the fund allotted to his de-
partment for fecret fervices certain fums, which he
fhould put into the hands of the mayor of Paris, as
well to maintain the police, which was reduced to no-
thing for want of means, as for publications to coun-
terbalance thofe of the court. Dumouriez having
quitted that department, the matter; that is as far as
it regarded the police alone, was mentioned to d’Aban-
court. He would do nothing in it himfelf: but he
pretended, that it was a bufinefs, which the king
might be brought to approve, as he could not fail to
fee it's juttice. The king did not approve the propo-
fal, and anfwered, in dire& terms, that he would not
buy rods to whip himfelf. In this he fpoke fenfibly
enough, as he was not fincerely a friend to the confti-
tution ; and fuch an anfwer might have been expeéted.
But a few days after, Lacroix, the prefent colleague
of Danton, in concert with whom he is the plunderer
of Belgium, the perfecutor of honeft men, and the
fovereign of the day ; who then had a feat in the le-
giflative affembly, and who was known to frequent
the palace; went to Pétion to promife him the free
difpofal of three millions [{.125,000], if he would em~
ploy them fo as to fupport his majefty. This propofal
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muft neceflarily have been even more affronting to the
mayor, than the other was difpleafing to the king. It
was rejeQed therefore : notwithftanding he was re-
ceived with particular gracioufnefs at tlie fame time
by the king ; for, his attendance being requefted at
the palace, inftead of finding the king furrounded as
ufual, whom he had never before feen alone, he was in-
troduced into his clofet, where there appcared to be
no one elfe, and Lewis XVI was lavith to him of
marks of affability and regard, and even of thofe little
captivating cajoleries, which he well knew how to
employ when he pleafed. A flight {ound of filk ruft-
ling behind the hangings informed Pétion, that the
queen was prefent without being vifible, and the ca-
reffes of the king convinced him of his hypocrify: he
remained firm, without fuffering his honefty to yicld
to the king, who would have feduced it: in the fame
manner as afterwards, without flattering the people,
he would have deferred to it the judgment of that
fame king ; whilft Lacroix, who had ferved him, and
probably been paid for his fervices, thought he could
not too {peedily be condemned to death.

PacHE.

IT has been faid with reafon, that the talent of
knowing men ought to be the firft with them who
govern: their crrours of this kind are always the moft
fatal. But the exercife of this difficult talent is much

K more
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more difficult in the time of a revolution: and there is
a degrec of hypocrify, by which to be duped is no
fhame, for to fufpeft it would prove it a man
wicked.

In my youth, I had met, at the houfe of one of my
relations, Gibert, who held a place in the poft-office.
An honeft man, an affeftionate father, he amufed
himfelf with painting, cultivated mufic, poffeffed that
degree of fuavity, which is the ufual companion of a
tafte for the fine arts, and rendered himfelf efteemed
by his acquaintance for his probity. . Gibert was ex-
tremely attached to a man, his mott particular friend,
whofe extraordinary merit he extolled with the height
of enthufiafm, and the modcfty of one who thought
himfelf far inferiour. 1 fometimes faw this friend ; in
whom, at the firft view, you would perceive nothing
but extreme fimplicity. I had, however, no oppor-
tunity of forming a judgment of him, for I met him
feldom, and did not often fee Gibert himfelf. From
the latter I only learnt, that his friend, who was
Pache, enamoured of a country life, the only one fuited
to his patriarchal manners, and of liberty, all the ad-
vantages of which his underftanding enabled him duly
to prize, refigned a genteel place under the french
government, to fettle with his family in Switzerland.
I afterwards learnt, that, having loft his wife, finding
his children figh after Paris, and perceiving the revo.
lution about to cffeftuate the liberty of the nation, he
refolved to return to the capital; and that being fatis-
ficd with the mdependence he enjoyed from the fale
of his former property, and the purchafe of a national
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¢Rate, he had refigned into the hands of a quondam
minifter a penfion that he had procured him.

It was not ncceflary to be often in the company of
Gibert, and know his intimacy with Pache, to be in-
formed of every thing, that could be faid to Pache’s
advantage. In the month of january 1792 he intro-
duced him to us, and I faw him from time to time.
Pache, asI have already obferved, wears an appearance
of the utmoft modefty. It is fo great indeed, that you
would be tempted to adopt the opinion he appears to
have of himfelf, and conceive him to be nothing ex-
traordinary : but this modefty you would fet down to
the account of his virtues, when you difcovered him
reafoning juftly, and by no means deftitute of acquire-
ments.  As he is extremely referved, and never un-
bofoms himfelf frecly, you would foon fufpet him to
know more than he fays, and end with afcribing to him
fo much the morc merit, as you had been near com-
mitting the injuftice of allowing him none. A per-
fon, who talks little, liftens intelligently to every fub-
jeét that may be difcufled, and ventures a few well-
timed obfervations, eafily paffes for an able man.
Pache was conneted with Meuniers and Monge, both
members of the academy of fciences. They had formed
a popular fociety in the feftion of Luxembourg, the
objefls of which they faid were knowledge and civifm.
Pache was very affiduous in this fociety; and ap-
peared to dedicate to his country, as a citizen, all
the time he did not beftow on his children, and which
intervened between the letures of the public courfes
to which he led them.
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1 have elfewhere related how Roland was called to
the miniftry, at the end of march, in that year. The
offices were filled with clerks of the old ftamp, little
difpofed to favour the new fyftem: but they were
habituated to the courfe of bufinefs; and it would
have been wrong to hazard unhinging the whole of a
great machine, in thofe troublefome times, for the
fake of changing thefe agents.  All that ought to be
done, thercfore, was to watch over them, and pre-
pare to remove them in due time. But in the multi-
plicity of bufinefs, the daily current of which hurries
along a man in place with inconceivable rapidity, it is
not to be denied, that he may eafily be involved in
difficulties, if he pay not a {fcrupulous attention to
every thing, which is infinitely irkfome, when it is
infpired by miftruft. In this fituation, Roland was
defirous of a man, on whom he could depend, to have
always about him in his clofet: capable of reading
over a letter, or a report, on fome prefling fubjeét,
which another ftill more prefling would not permit
himfelf to rcad over {o foon; not to adjuft it, but to fee
that the adverfe principles of the clerks had not in-
fluenced the manncr of reprefenting faéls or ftudying
motives : and that could be employed to fearch out a
particular paper, in a particular office, or deliver a
verbal meffage on any thing of importance. The idea
of Pache occurred. Pache had been in the navy-office:
he knew the praétice of bufinefs: he hud good fenfe,
patriotifin, morals that do honour to the choice of a
man to an office, and that fimplicity which never ex-
cites ill-will. The idea appeared excellent. [t was
mentioned to Pache: who immediately exprefled the
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greateft eagernefs to ferve Roland, in being ufeful to
the ftate; but on condition of preferving his inde-
pendence, without having cither title or falary. This
was a noble commencement. Roland fuppofed, that,
when a new arrangement took place in the office, it
would be cafy to fee for what he was more particu-
larly adapted : and Pache came to him, being in his
clofet every morning at feven, with his morfel of
bread in his pocket, and remaining till three, without
ever being prevailed on to take any thing; attentive,
prudent, zealous, executing his offce well, making
an obfervation, putting in a word, to bring a fubjeét
to the point in queftion, and foothing Roland, fone-
times irritated by the ariftocratical contrarieties of his
clerks.

Roland, very irritable, and warm to excefs, fet an
infinite value on the mildnefs and complaifance of
Pache, and treated him as a valuable friend : whilit I,
delighted with the fervice I fuppofed him to render
my hufband, lavithed on him marks of efteem, and
proofs of attachment. Pache had no ftyle: he could
not be employed to compofe a letter, as he would have
made it dry and flat: but he was not wanted for this
purpofe, and he was ufeful for that, for which the
attention of a trufty perfon was required. Our friend
Servan, appointed minifter at war, was alarmed at the
complication and derangement of certain offices, and
envied us Pache. ¢ Let that honeft man come to me?’
faid he to Roland: ¢ you have no farther occafion for
him, you are far fuperiour to your bufinefs, and the
chaos of the firft outfet once put in order, you no
longer need the fuperintendance of anotker ; whilft I
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am overwhelmed with bufinefs, and have a great
hatred of perfons, in whom I can truft.’—Thefe mini-
fters thought, too, that places required capacities in
thofc who filled them ; and that a man could not be
put into an office, without reafonable grounds to fup-
pofe him qualified for it. Roland gave his confent.
Pache, being confulted, yielded with a good grace, on
the fame conditions as he had made with Roland.
After this removal, we fcarcely ever faw him; but
Servan commended him highly.

A change in the miniftry took place. Roland re-
tired to private life ; and Pache returned to his fec-
tion. The tenth of auguft came; and the legiflative
affembly recalled the patriotis minifters. Roland ar~
ranged his offices: Pache perfifted in refufing any
place, and Roland gave a fituation to Fépoul, whom
Pache had introduced to him. Fépoul was an intel-
ligent, induftrious, and accurate man, very well cal-
culated for fuperintending the accounts, adroit, never
oppofing any one, and approving the ftronger party.

Roland, nominated to the convention, and difgufted
by the horrours of feptember, would have given in
his refignation as minifter: and, knowing the extreme
embarraflment prudent men would have found in ap-
pointing him a fucceffor, he thought he fhould render
the public fervice by mentioning Pache.  This he did
with the frankne(s of his chara&er, and the incaution
of a fufceptible mind, proud of acknowledging merit,
wherever he fuppofes it to refide.

Pache, to whom he had not hinted his intention,
andwho had a little before refufed the fuperintendance
of the jewel-office, for which he recommended Reflout,

whom
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whom Roland appointed in confequence, appeared
well fatisfied to remain difengaged.  Yet he accepted
a miflion for Toulon from Monge, repaired thither,
and played fome foolith tricks, as I have fince been
informed.

Servan’s health obliging him to quit the war-ofiice,
Roland recommended to fucceed hLim a perfon, of
whofe principles there could be no fufpicion, and who
was not deflitute of talents. He was accordingly ap-
proved ; and we wrote to Pache, to inform him of his
appointment, prefling him to accept it.  But this did
not appear to be neceflury : for, jealous as he was of
his independence, he appeared not to have the lealt
uneafinefs about the burden to be laid on his houlders,
and took it without hefitation. On his return to Paris
he came to fec us.  We converfed with him freely on
the difpofitions of people’s minds; the party formed
by the parifian deputies ; the enormities of the com-
mune ; the dangers, that appeared to threaten the
liberty of the convention, and pa:ticularly thofe, which
might arife from the fway of immoral and guilty men,
who fought to acquire power only to efcape punifh-
ment or gratify their paifions ; of the eftablithment of
order in his department ; and of our joy at feeing him
in the council, where his prefence would preferve
unanimity of will and concurrency of action.  Pache
littened to the overflowings of confidence, with the
filence of a man who difguifes his own fentiments ;
oppofed cvery opinion of Roland at the council-table;
and came to fec him no more.

At firft we imagined, that this conduét arofe from
a moveigent of felf-love, a fort of fear of appearing
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the creature of Roland. But I learnt, that this man,
who never accepted the invitations of his colleague,
under pretence of the retirement in which the multi-
plicity of his bufinefs obliged him to live, received at
his table Fabre, Chabot, and other mountaineers ;
furrounded himfelf with their friends; and took into
office their creatures, all of them a&ors of the loweft
clafs, ignorant perfons, or intriguers like themfelves ;
and that honeft men began to murmur and lament. [
thought it right to attempt onc final ftep, to open his
eyes, if he were only mifled, and to deteét him, if he
were infincere. I wrote to him, on the r1th of no-
vember, in a friendly ftvle, to acquaint him with the
murmurs raifed againft him, the caufes to which they
werée owing, and what his own intereft feemed to re-
quire. | reminded him of what had been faid to him
in confidence on his arrival at the miniftry ; and I faid
a word or two of the uncquivocal fentiments we had
expreflfed to him, the unanimity they gave reafon to
hope, and the ftate of things altogether oppofite to
what might have been expeéled.

Pache made me not the leaft anfwer: and we foon
heard, that his firlt clerks, Haffenfratz, Vincent, and
the reft, inconfiderable beings, whom I would not
name, had not their enormities already configned their
names to the hiftoric page amidft the late popular
commotions, declaimed at the Jacobins, and elfe-
where, againft Roland, and held him up for an enemy
of the people. Thus there could no longer be any
room to doubt, that Pache fought his downfal. The
atrocity and bafenefs of this conduét infpired me with
indignation and contempt: fentiments, in which I

preceded
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preceded feveral, who knew Pache from us, and who
were then inclined to charge me with levity, though
they have fince gone beyond me in averflion to him.
Iis mifcondu&, or at leaft the way in which the pub
lic money was {quandercd in the war-department
during his miniftry, was horrible ; every thing was un-
hinged, owing to the bad choice of perfons employed;
it was proved, that regiments reduced to a {mall num-
ber of men were paid as if complete ; it was not only
impoflible to produce a fair account, but even to make
out any account at all, for more than 1 ;0 miilions [near
five millions and half {terling]. In the twentyv-four hours
following his difmiilion, which fo many iils rendered
indifpenfable, he nominated, to fixty places, all the
acquaintances he had left bafe enough to make their
court to him, from his fon-in-law, who from a curate
was made commiffary-general with a falary of 19000
livres [£792 ], to his hair-dreffer, a boy of nincteen,
appointed a mufter-mafter. Thefe are the exploits,
which the people of Paris rewarded by calling him to
the mayoralty ; where, fupported by the Chautnets,
Heberts, and other tatterdemalions, he favoured the
oppreflion of the legiflative body, the violation of the
national reprefentation, and the profcription of all

virtuous men, and confirmed the ruin of his country.
And this was the man who fought a free country,
gave up a penfion, and refufed a place! But Pache
went into Switzerland, his native country, and thus
enabled his father to keep up at Paris the port of a
great man, where he hoped to fpend his time more
agreeably, than.in a place which would have recalled
to him his origin: and Pache rcceived from Caffries a
penficn,
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penfion, which fhowed how far he had been a de-
pendent on him, and might have excited fufpicion,
when the nobles and minifters of the old fyltem were
objeéts of perfecution. This fide of him I had never
feen; and this is no way inconfiftent with Pache
returning to France after the taking of the Batftille,
courting votes in a little popular focicty ably contrived
for the acquifition of influence, obftinately refufing
fecond-rate places, and not hefitating a moment to
become 2 member of the council, and take upon
himfelf that department in the adminiftration, which
circumftances rendered moft important, He was in
politics the Tartuffe* of Moliere.

Whilft I am writing this, Biron is confined in the
fame prifon as I inhabit. Towards the cnd of
Pache’s miniftry, Biron came to impeach him before
the affembly, and of courfe provided with documents
capable of proving his mifconduét, Biron faw him;
was feduced by his air of fimplicity ; perfuaded him-
felf, that his maleadminiftration was owing more to
want of knowledge than difhonefty ; thought it cruel
to bring to the {caffold a man, who might have been
impofed upon; relinquithed his defign; and then
mentioned it to Pache himfelf. Pache came to an
cxplanation; drew from Biron all his papers, and
cvery information, refpefting the complaints againft
himfelf; and procured him to be fent to the army of
Italy, where he was left in want of every thing.
Biron obtained fome advantages; they were never
mentioncd : he made complaints; no atteption was

* A confummate hypocrite, Trans
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paid to them: timec ran on, the evils increafed, he
was urgent; an order was fent him, to repair to
Paris: as foon as he arrived, he was feized, and con-
fined at St.-Pélagie. In this ftroke he difcovers the
hand of Pache, and the tyrant by whom he is op-
preffed.

G1roxDE.

.
GuapeT and GENSONNE

LOVE cach other, probably becaufe they bear no
refemblance.  Guadet is as jmpetuous as Genfonné
is cool: but the paroxyfms of his ebullient vivacity
arc never followed by fournefs, and to the intention of
offending he is a ftranger.  Nature has made Guadet
an orator; Genfonné, a logician. This frequently
lofes, in deliberating, the time, which ought to have
been employed in ation: that diffipates, in happy,
but fhort and tranficnt, flights, the warmth, which
fometimes requires concentration, always longer
continuance, to produce a durable efleét.

Guadet has had brilliant moments in each of the
two affemblies, the legiflative and conventivnal; ow-
ing to the fwvay of honefly, feconded by talents: but
too fufceptible to wreftle long without fatigue, he has
acquired the hatred of the wicked, without being
very formidable to them; and he has never poffefied
the degree of influence, which his enemies were fond
of afcribing to him, in order to render him an obje& of

jealoufy.
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Jjealoufy. Genfonné, ufeful in debate, which however
he has the fault of drawing out too long, has laboured
in different committees, and drew up part of the plan
of the propofed conflitution. His fpeech on the bufi-
nefs of the king is feafoned with farcaftic ftrokes, to
which an apparent coolnefs gave an edge, and which
the fons of the mountain will never forgive.

Both tender hufbands, good fathers, excellent citi-
zens, virtuous men, fincere republicans, they funk
under the accufation of the confpirators, merely for
want of having formed an union in favour of the good
caufe, for which alone they contended, for which alone
they were worthy to exift.

VERGNIAUX

WAS, perhaps, the moft eloquent orator in the
affembly. He did not fpeak without any preparation,
like Guadet : but his made fpeeches, ftrong in argu-
ment, animated with fire, abundant in matter, fpark-
Iing with beauties, and fupported by a dignified de-
livery, are ftill to be read with great pleafure.

Yet I do not love Vergniaux: I perceive in him a
philofopher abforbed in felf. Difdaining mankind,
afluredly becaufe he knows it well, he gives himfelf
no concern on it’s account: but he who does this
fhould remain a private individual, without employ-
ment ; otherwife idlenefsis a crime; and in this re-
{pe& Vergniaux is highly culpable. What pity, that

talents
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talents like his have not been employed with the ar.
dour of a mind devoured by the love of the public
weal, and with the perfeverance of an induftrious
mind!

GRANGENEUVE

1S the beft of mankind, with a countenance of the
leaft promife. His underfianding is of the common
level ; his mind, truly great: and he performs noble
altions with fimplicity, and not in the leaft fufpe&t-
ing, what they would coft any other than himfelf.

In the courfe of july, 1792, the conduét and difpofi-
tion of the court indicating hoftile defigns, every one
talked of the means of preventing or fruftrating them.
On this fubje&t Chabot faid, with the ardour which
proceeds from a heated imagination, not from ftrength
of mind, it was to be wifhed, that the court might
attempt the lives of fome of the patriotic deputies ;
as this would infallibly caufe an infurreftien of the
people, the only mean of fetting the multitude in
motion, and producing a falutary crifis. He grew
warm on this head, on which he made a copious
harangue. Grangeneuve, who had liftened to him
without faying a word, in the little fociety where the
difcourfe took place, embraced the firft opportunity
of fpeaking to Chabot in private. ¢ I have been
ftruck with your reafons;’ faid he: ¢ they are excel-
lent: but the court is too fagacious, ever to afford us
fuch an expedient. We muft make it ourfelves. Find

you
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you men to firike the blow: I will devote myfelf as
the victim.'—¢ What! you will * * * * ?—¢Certainly,
What is there fo ftrange init? My life is of no great
utility : as an individual I am of little importance : I
fhould be very happy, to facrifice myfelf for my coun-
try.——* Ah, my friend, you fhall not do it fingly
exclaimed Chabot, with a look of enthufiafm : ¢ I will
fhare the glory with you’—¢ As you pleafe: one is
enough: fwe may be better. But there will be no
glory in the bufinefs ; for it is neceflary, that it remain
a fecret to 2ll the world. Let us think, then, of the
means of carrying it into execution.’

Chabot took upon himfelf this charge. A few days
after, he informed Grangencuve, that he had found
inftruments for the purpofe, and all was ready.—
¢ Very well: lct us appoint the time. 'We fhall be at
the committec tomorrow evening: I will leave it at
half after ten: we muft go through fome ftreet little
frequented, in which you muft poft your men. They
muft take carc to fhoot us dcad at once, and not maim
us only.’—The hour was fixed : the circumftances were
fettlec. Grangeneuve went to make his will, and ar-
range fome domeftic concerns, without any buftle;
and was puntual to the appointment. Chabot did
not yet appear. The hour came; and he did not
arrive. Grangeneuve concluded, that he had given
up his defign of taking a fhare in the bufinefs: but
fuppofing, that it would be carricd into execution on
himfelf, he departed, took the road agreed on, tra-
verfed it flowly, met no perfon, repaffed it a fecond
time, for fear of any miftake, and was obliged to re-
turn home fafe and found, diffatisfied’ with having

made
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made all his preparations in vain. Chabot framed
fome paltry cxcufes, to prevent Grangencuve from
upbraiding him ; and fully difplayed the poltronry of
a prieft, with the hypocrify of a capuchiu.

Barrarovy,

WIIOSE features no painter would difdain to
copy for the head of an Antinous, adlive, laborious,
frank, and brave, with all the vivacity of a young
marfeillefe, was deftined to become a man of merit,
and a citizen as ufeful as enlightened.  Enamoured
of independence, proud of the revolution, pregnant
with knowledge, capable of afliduous attention, ha-
bituated to application, and fenfible to glory; he is
one of thofe men, whom a great politician would feck
to attach to himfelf, and who muft fhine with luftre in
a happy republic. But who would venture to fay, to
what point premature injuftice, profcription, and mif-
fortune, may reprefs fuch a mind, and tarnih it’s good
qualities? Moderate fuccefs would have animated
Barbaroux in his career, becaufe he loves fame, and
poffeffes every qualification neceflary to procure him
a very refpeflable reputation: but love of pleafure
is at hand; and if it once take the place of glory,
from vexation at obftacles, or difguft at mifcarriage,
it will corrupt an excellent temper, and lead it to be-
tray it’s noble deftination.

During the firft time of Roland’s being in admini-
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firation, I had an opportunity of fecing fevera] lctters
from Barbaroux, addrefled rather to the man than to
the minifter ; the objet of which was, to lead him to
judge of the method moft proper to be employed, to
keep in the right way ardent and irritable minds, like
thofe of the department of the mouths of the Rhone.
Roland, a ftri&t obferver of the law, and rigid as it,
knew but one language, when charged with it's exc-
cution. The adminiftrators had gone a little afiray:
the minifter had chidden them with feverity ; and
their minds were irritated. On this occafion Barba-
roux wrote to Roland, to vindicate the purity of his
countrymen’s intentions, excufe their errours, and con-
vince Roland, that gentler methods would bring them
back to a proper ftate of fubordination with more
promptitude and certainty. Thefe letters were diéta-
ted by the beft intentions, and confummate prudence.
When I faw their author, I was aftoniflied at his
youth. They had that effe&, of which they could not
fail with an equitable man, who fought only to do
good: Roland relaxed his aufterity, affumed a more
brotherly than minifterial tone, brought back the
marfeillefe to their duty, and gave Barbaroux his
eftecm.

After Roland quitted the miniftry, we faw him
more frequently. His open difpofition and ardent
patriotifm infpired us with confidence. It was then,
that, reafoning on the bad ftate of aflairs, and the
apprehenfion of defpotifm in the north, we formed
the conditional projett of a republic in the fouth.—
¢ That will be our laft ftake ' faid Barbaroux with a
{mile: ¢ but the marfeillefe here will prevent our being

reduced
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reduced to it.’—From this fpeech, and fome others of a
fimilar turn, we conjeftured, that an infurrettion was
preparing : but his confidence leading him no farther,
we afked no more. Towards the latter end of july,
Barbaroux nearly difcontinued his vifits ; telling us,
at laft, that we muft not judge of his fentiments to-
wards us from a confideration of his abfence, which
arofe folely from a defire of preventing our being in=
volved in any difficulty. After the tenth of auguft he
departed for Marfeilles, and rcturned a deputy to the
convention. There he did his duty as a man of cou-
rage. Many of his printed fpeeches di{play excellent
argumentation, and confiderable knowledge with re-
fpet to the regulation of commerce : that on the fup-
ply of provifion is, next to the work of Creuze-la-
Touche, the beft of it’s kind. But he would require
fome pains, to become an orator.

The animated and affetionate Barbaroux is attached
to the delicate and fufceptible Buzot: I would ftyle
them Nyfus and Euryalus. May they have a better
fate than thofe two friends! Louvet, more acute than
Barbaroux, more gay than Buzot, and in goodnefs of
heart equal to either, is intimate with both ; but more
particularly with Buzot, who ferves as a link to bind
him to Barbaroux, of whom Buzot’s natural gravity
renders him in fome fort the Mentor.

Lovuver,

WITH whom I became acquainted during the firft
L miniftry
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miniitry of Roland, and whofe agrecable fuciety I
always fought, may fometimes, like Philopcemen,
well pay the intereft of his indifferent appcarance.
Little, flendcr, fhort-fighted, and negligent in drefs,
he appears nothing to the vulgar, who remark not the
noblenefs of his countenance, and the fire which ani-
mates his eyes and features at the utterance of a grand
truth, a finc fentiment, a fally of wit, or delicate
raillery. His pleafing romances, where the graces of
imagination are combined with fluency of ftyle, the
maxims of philofophy, and the falt of criticifin, are
known to all men of letters and perfons of tafte.
Politics arc indebted to him for more ferious works:
the matter and manner of which depofe equally in
favour of his head and heart. He has fhown, that
his able hand can alternately jingle the bells of folly,
dire&t the graver of hiflory, and launch the thunders
of eloquence. It is impoflible to unite more wit with
lefs pretenfion, and more fimplicity. Bold as a lion,
fimple as a child, a man of feeling, a good citizen,
and a vigorous writer; he can make Catiline tremble
in the fenate, dine with the graces, and fup with
Bachaumont. ‘

His Philippic, or Rodefpiervide, deferved to have
been pronounced in a fenate poffefled of firength to
do juftice. His Confpiracy of the 10th of March is
another piece of value to the hiftory of the times.
His Sentinel is a model for thofe bills to be pofted up,
thofe daily inftrutions, defigned to impart juft ideas
of fafls to a populace, which it is meant to influence
folely by reafon, to move only for the good of all, and
to infpire with the happy-fentiments that honour hu-

man
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man nature. It forms an excellent contraft to thofe
atrocious and difgufting papers, the coarfe ftyle and
filthy expreffions of which are anfwerable to the fan-
guinary doftrine, and impure falfchoods, of which
they are the common-fewer ; thofe audacious perform-
ances of calumny, hired by dithoneft intrigue to accom-
plith the ruin of public morals, and by the aid of which
the gentleft people in Europe has feen it’s difpofition
perverted to fuch a degree, that the peaceable parifians,
whofe kindnefs of heart was held up as a pattern,
are become the rivals of thofe ferocious pretorian
guards, who fold their votes, their lives, and the em-
pire, to the beft bidder. Let us difmifs thefe fad
images, and revert our attention to the OJ/ervations on
St. Juft's Report againft the confined Deputies, by a Society
of Girondines, printed at Caen the 13th of july. Init
I difcovered the ftyle, the acutenefs, and the gaiety
of Louvet: it is Reafon in difhabille, {porting with
Ridicule, without derogating from her ftrength or
dignity.

Lazowski.

BY birth a polander, Lazowiki came to France no
one knows how, without fortune, but under the pro-
te&ion of the duke of Liancourt ; whether he were a
relation of fome perfon in his fervice, or a dependant
on him in any other way.

Lazow{ki had been appointed infpeftor of manu-
faCtures: one of thofe very inferiour offices of ad-
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miniftration, which confer no authority ; the falaries
of which were moderate ; to fulfil the duties of which,
it was fufficient to have honefty, and to have deferved
them; and which, therefore, appeared adapted to any
one, or for which at leaft every one thought himfelf
fit. They were in the gift of the council, at the pre-
fentation of the minifter of the finances, and {ubordi-
nate to the fuperintendants of trade. Thc perfons
who filled thefe pofts were little magiftrates with
great pretenfions; who made themfelves of fome
little confequence, people having the goodnefs to
credit them, like many others, on their own words ;
and who in reality, from the multitude of affairs that
came before them, had extenlive connexions, and gave
audiences, at which great lords fometimes took the
trouble to be prefent.

Lively, enterprizing, and pafling himfelf off for a
man of underftanding, Lazowfki had perfuaded his
patron, that he ought not to remain a fimple infpetor
of manufaltures. It is true, that, in order to find him
cmployment, an infpeftorfhip had been created at Soif-
fons, where there was fcarcely any manufalure but
of priefts, and fcarcely any objeéts of infpeélion ex-
cept nuns: for it was a town of convents without
trade, and in which no bufinefs was carried on except
in the abfolute neceffaries of life. Mr. de Liancourt,
who was excited to the advancement of his depend-
ant by the ufual vanity of courticrs, engaged in it
alfo from the honeft fimplicity of his nature. He
was prefling with the minifter, and particularly with
the fuperintendants of commerce; for the fecondary
agents are always the really effeive men. Calonne

was
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was comptroller-general: he had an inventive mind,
ready at feizing ingenious idcas. The creation of 3
travelling infpe&orfhip was hinted. This was no effort
of genius: fuch a place had already exifted, and it's
inutility had been evinced: but it’s fecond creation
was not without motive ; it afforded the means of
obliging a perfon of confideration, and the number
of places, carried as far as four, gave it the air of
an adminiftrative operation, without reckoning the
advantage of three places remaining for favour and
intrigue. They were foon filled. The infpectors had
falaries of 8ooc livres [£333, 6, 8] a year; they were
to refide in Paris four months of the twelve, and
travel over the provinces the remaining cight ; at the
dcaths of the infpeltor-general, they were 0 {ucceed
to their places; and they were allowed to folicit
gratifications in proportion to the importance of their
fervices. It is true, this fanped the foundations of an
inftitution, the fpirit of which was excellent. It took
from the infpeftors of the generalities the hope of
arriving at the infpeftor-generalthip by merit or fenio-
rity : it difcouraged them by fending into their re-
fpeflive departments men for the moft part ftrangers
to the bufinefs: and it deprived the minifter of the
poffibility of being well-informed of the ftate of arts,
manufalures, trade, and in fhort all the objefts of
induftry ; of which a much better account might be
given by men fettled in the feveral gencralities for the
purpofe, than by thefe birds of paflage, employed in
traverfing them all. But the views of the old fyftem
reached not fo far: and who knows whether, under
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the new, individuals have more extenfive views, and
particularly more difinterefted ones?

'This happened in the {pring of 1784, when I was
at Paris on family affairs. I heard talk of a change
in the infpetions; and I learnt, that the ambitious
Briffon had given up that of Lyons for a travelling in-
fpe&orfhip, and that it was conferre: on a very young
man. I reflefted, that Roland always Jonged to retire,
and intended to folicit leave, as foon as he had finithed
hislabours in the Encyclopedia, that he might go into
his own country, to forget Paris, and the meannefles
to which a man muft ftoop, who would obtain prefer-
ment refufed to merit. I thought it would be better
for him to go to his native home with a place, than
without one ; and it occurred to me, to folicit the ex~
change of that of Amiens, where we then were, for
that of Lyons, which would fix him in his own country.
This trifling favour I fuppofed would eafily be granted
to an old fervant, whofe knowledge and charater the
fuperintendants of commerce dreaded enough to be
pleafed with his removal. The commiffions were
already made out. I urged my reafons with all the
advantage a woman then had with people, who piqued
themfelves on their politenefs: to thefe were objefted
the difficulties, which 1 frankly appreciated at their
due value: and I obtained the change, almoft as foon
as my huflend was informed of the requeft I intended
to make.

On that occafion I met Lazowfki in the office, then
a fine gentleman, his hair well powdered, dreffed with
great care, ftrutting as he walked, rounding his

fhoulders
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thoulders and fivelling out his cheft, in fhort, giving
himfelf thofe little airs of confequence, which fools
then took for claims to refpe&t, and men of fenfe
ridiculed.

The conftituent aflembly, having difcardel the
nobles and fupprefled the infpeforfhips, deprived
Lazowfki of his place and patron. Not daring to
hope for a penfion, which muft have been reduced
to a cipher, confidering the little time he had been
employed, and finding himfelf without a penny, he
turned patriot, wore his hair about his ears, became
a bawler at a {eftion, and made himfelf a fans-culotte;
when indeed he was really in danger of being forced
to go without breeches.

Young and vigorous, with good lungs, and able at
intrigue, he was foop diftinguithed, and became a
ward-captain [capitaine de guartier] in the national
guard. In this quality he ferved on the 10th of au-
guft, and availed himfelf much of the dangers of that
day, like many others, who mixed in the tumult to
reap fome profit, and afterwards prefented themfelves
boldly as the faviours of their country. But his ex-
ploits date from the 2d of feptember, and the aflivity
he continued to keep up in the fefion of Finiftere,
which was his, in maffacreing the priefts at St.-Firmin.
He was of equal utility in the affair of the prifoners of
Orleans.

He had occafion to come, as deputy of his fetion,
to the minifter of the home department, where 1 faw
him, and was enabled to judge of his aftonithing
transformation. The pretty gentleman, with his af-
felted fmiles, had affumed the favage afpeét of a furious

L4 patriot ;



[ rs2 |
patriot ; the purple face of a drunkard; and the
haggard eye of an affaffin.

Dear to the jacobins, who knew how to value his
merit, and defiined him for fomething great, he was
intended to dire&t the confpiracy of the ioth of march;
but on a fudden he died, at Vaugirard, of an inflam-
matory fever, the fruit of debauchery, bad hours, and

brandy. .
All the world knows the grief of the band at this

unexpefted lofs; the funeral oration delivered by the
high-prieft Robefpierre, his affe€ing lamentations, and
his pompous eulogium of the great man unknoun ; the
fplendid funeral celebrated by the venerable com-
mune, and the holy focieties; the adoption of his
child, embraced in the town-hall by papa Pache; and
finally the interment of Lazowifki near the tree of
liberty, in the fquare of the Carrouzel, where his hum-
ble grave, covered with turf, is flill to be feen.

Let them, who are aftonifhed at his pofthumous
importance, recollet, that it emanated from the focus
of the jacobins, when they were become as formida-~
ble to the timid parifians as atrocious, when Marat
was in all his glory, and Danton in all his power.

Afluredly the people, that takes the one for it's
lord, the other for it’s prophet, may well honour La-
zowfki as a faint or a kero, which are both the fame
thing in the religion of the feptembrifts.

RoBERT.
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RoserT.

WHAT have you done to Robert?’ faid a per-
fon to me lately: ¢ his wife and he revile you more
virulently than any of your enemies.'—* I have vifited
them but feldom: I have done them fervice: but I
have not confented, to flatter their ambition. That
is all.’

When I departed from Lyons for Paris, in 1791,
Champagneux afked me, whether I knew madam
Robert, a woman of fenfe, an author, and a patriot.
—¢ No. I underfland, that mademoitelle Keralio,
whofe father is a writer, has lately married M.
Robert, and that together they compofe the Ner«
eure national, of which I have feen a few numbers,
I know nothing more of her’—— Do you with
to fee her? If you do, I will give you a letter of in-
troduftion to her; for we are connc&led as writers
[ fournaliftes].’—< Why truly, a woman of fenfe, an au-
thor, and a rcpublican, it is enough to excite my cu-
riofity. Give me a Jetter.’

Y arrived at Paris: I had been therc about fix
weeks, when one of our friends, {peaking to me of
madam Robert, whom he had had occalion ta fee,
brought to my remembrance, that 1 had a letter for
her. I told him of it: he offered to accompany me
to the houfe : and we went.

I faw a little lively woman, quick, and haughty,
who gave me a very pleafing reception: and I found
her clumfy hufband with a face like a bithop, broad,
beaming health and felf-complacency, the ruddinefs
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of which no deep ftudy had faded. They returned my
vifit; and I urged our acquaintance no farther. The
17th of july, coming from the Jacobins, where I had
been witnefs to the agitation produced by the moum-
ful events of the Champ-de-Mars, when I arrived at
home, at eleven at night, I found there M. and madam
Robert.—¢ We come,” faid the wife to me, with the
confidence of an old friend, ¢ to intreat of you an afy-
lum. There is nonecefiity for having feen you often,
to be perfuaded of your franknefs and patriotifm. My
hufband drew up the petition on the altar of our coun-
try: I was by his fide: we have efcaped the flaughter,
and dare not retire to our own houfe, or that of any
known friend, which may be fearched for us."—¢ ] am
much obliged to you,’ replied I, ¢ for having thought
of me on fuch an occafion, and I am happy to receive
them, who are perfecuted : but you will be badly con-
cealed here 3’ I was at the Britith hotel, in Guénégaud
ftreet; ¢ this houfe is much frequented, and the mafter
of the houfe is a great partifan of Lafayette.—¢ It is
only for this night: to-morrow we will bethink our«
felves of fome retreat.’

I fent to inform the miftrefs of the hotel, that « rela-
tion of mine, juft arrived at Paris in this ftate of tu-
mult, had left her baggage at the place where the
diligence put up, and would pafs the night with me ;
and therefore begged the would make up a couple of
camp beds in my apartment. Thefe were placed in
a falon; and in them our hufbands flept, whilft ma-
dame Robert flept in my hufband’s bed, adjoining
mine, in my own chamber. The next morning, I
rofe carly, and was eager to write letters, to inform

my
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my.diftant friends of the events of the preceding even.
ing. M. and madam Robert, who, I fuppofed, muft
be very adtive, and have a much more extenfive cor-
refpondence, as journalifts, drefled themfelves leifurely,
chatted after the breakfaft I had ferved up to them,
and placed themfelves in the balcony facing the
ftrect. They even went fo far as to call out of the
window to an acquaintance, who pafled by, to come
up to them.

This conduét appeared to me very inconfiftent for
people who were hiding themfelves. The perfon,
whom they called in, converfed with them warmly on
the events of the day before, boafting that he had run
his {word through the body of a national guard, and
talking very loudly, though the room was adjoining to
a large anti-chamber common to my apartment and
another.

I called madam Robert.—* I reccived you, madam,
with that intereft, which juftice and humanity feel for
honeft perfons in danger: but [ cannot give-an afylum
to all your acquaintance. You expofe yourfelf by
converfing as you do, in a houfe like this, with a per-
fon fo indifcreet. 1 am continually vifited by depu-
ties, who would run the hazard of being brought into
trouble, if they were feen to enter my doors, when
there is a perfon here, who boafts of having yefterday
cemmitted allts of violence, 1 beg you will defire
him to withdraw.'—Madam Robert called her huf-
band. I repcated my obfervations, in a fomewhat
higher tone, fuppofing the thicker head required the
ftronger impreffion. ‘The man was difmiffed. I found
his name was Vachard: that he was prefident of a
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fociety, called paupers: and much was boafted of his
excellent qualities, and ardent patriotifm. I fighed
within myfelf, at the price it was neceflary to attach
to the patriotifm of a perfon, who had every appear-
ance of what is termed a wrong head, and whom I
fhould have taken for a man with a bad heart. Since
1 have learnt, he was a hawker of Marat’s paper, who
could not even read, and who is now an admini-
ftrator of the department of Paris, where he makes a
very good figure amongft his fellows.

At noon M. and madam Robert talked of going
home, where every thing muft be in confufion. I told
them, as that was the cafe, if they would accept of a
dinner with me before they went, I would order it
early. They replied, they would rather return, and
thus engaged themfelves as they were going. In
effe&t, before threc o’clock they returned. They were
dreffed: the wife had long plumes, and plenty of
rouge: the hufband was equipped in fky-blue filk,
with which his black hair, falling down in large curls,
formed a fingular contraft; and a long fword by his
fide added every thing to his drefs, that could make
him remarkable.— My god I’ faid I to myfelf: ¢are
thefe people mad P and I liftened to their difcourfe,
to fatisfy myfclf, that their brains were not turned.
The jolly Robert ate wonderfully ; and his wife prat-
tled as freelv. At length they took leave, and I never
faw them after, or {poke of them to any one.

On our return to Paris the following winter, Ro-
bert, meeting Roland at the Jacobins, made him fome
civil reproaches, or polite complaints, for the inter-
ruption of our acquaintance : and his wife vifited me

feveral
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feveral times, inviting me in the moft prefling manner
to go to her houfe two days in the week, when (he
reccived company, where I thould find men of merit
belonging to the legiflature. 1 did go once. “Thecre
1 faw Antoine, whofe mediocrity 1 knew, alittle man,
well enough to place on a toilette, a pretty maker of
verfes, an agrecable writer of trifles, but deflitute of
any decided charaéter. 1 faw fome other patiiotic de-
puties of the ftandard, as obfervant of decorum as
Chabot : and a few women ardent in civifm, with fome
honourable members of the fraternal focicty, coms
pleted a circle, which fuited me little, and to which I
never returned.

A few months after Roland was called to the mis
niftry. Four-and twenty hours had fcarcely pafled
after his nomination, when madam Robert came to vifit
me.—* So, your hufband is in place: patriots ought
mutually to ferve cach other: I hope your hufband
will ne. forget mine.’—¢ [ fhould be happy, madam,
to render you any fervice: but I do not know how it
is in my power ; and certainly M. Roland will negle®t
no opportunity of ferving the public by employing
perfons of capacity. In four days time, madam Ro-
bert returned to pay me a morning vifit ; and, in &
few days after, another: always infifting much on the
necefiity of putting her hufband in fome office, and
his claim to one on account of his patriotifm. I in-
formed madam Robert, that the minifter of the home-
department had no places in his appointment, except
thofe in his own offices, which were all filled: that,
notwithftanding the advantage, which might accrue
from changing fome of his agents, it behoved a pru-
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dent man to ftudy things and perfons, before he made
alterations, left the courfc of affair, fhould be clogged:
and befides, from what fhe had faid to me herfelf, her
hufband certainly did not defire a clerk’s place.——
¢ Certainly Robert is qualified for fomcthing better
than that.—¢ In fuch acafe, the minifter of the home-
department can do nothing to ferve you,'—¢ But he
fhould fpeak to the minifter of foreign affairs, and get
fome miflion for Robert.’—* I believe it fuits not the
ftriGtnefs of M. Roland’s principles to folicit any one,
or to interfere in the departments of his colleagues:
but as you probably mean nothing more, than the
bearing teftimony to your hufband’s civifm, I will men-
tion it to mine.’

Madam Robert laid clofe fiege to Dumouriez and
Briffot: and three wecks after fhe returned, to tell
me, that the former had given her a promife, which
fhe begged me to recall to his memory, when I fhould
fee him.

That fame weck he dined with me. Briffot and
fome others were prefent.—¢ Have you not promifed
a certain very prefling lady,’ faid I to Dumouriez, ¢ to
give her hufband a place without delay? She has re~
quefted me to remind vou of it ; and her.a&tivity is fo
great, that I fhall not be forry to have it in my power
to quict her with refpe&t to myfelf, by telling her,
that I have done as fhe deflired.— [s it not Robert,
of whom you f{peak " atked Briffot immediately.— It
is)—* Aye!" refumed he, addrefling himfelf to Du-
mouriez, with his charaleriftic fimplicity: ¢ you ought
to put that man in a place. He is a fincere friend of
the revolution, a warm patriot, and not very happily
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circumftanced : the reign of liberty ought to be bene-
ficial to it’s friends.— What ?* faid Dumouriez, inter-
rupting him, with equal gaicty and quicknefs: ¢ do
you fpeak of that little black-headed man, as thick as
he is long? Faith, I have no wifh to difgrace myfelf.
I would not fend fuch a hob-nail to any place.”
¢ But,’ replied Briflot, ¢ among the agents you have to
employ, all do not require cqual capacity.’—* Do you
know this Robert ? afked Dumouriez.—* I am well
acquainted with Keralio, his wife’s father, a very re-
fpe&table man. At his houfe I have feen Robert. I
know he is charged with fome defefts: but [ believe
him to be honeft, poffefling an excellent heart, im-
bued with the true fpirit of civifm, and in want of
employment.’—*¢ I cannot cmploy fuch a madman.’—
¢ But have you not promifed his wife #*—¢ Certainly :
an inferiour place, with a falary of a thoufand crowns;
which fhe refufed. Do you know what fhe afks?
the embafly to Conftantinople.’—¢ The embafly to
Conftantinople?” exclaimed Briffot Jaughing: ¢ impof-
fible "'—¢ It is the fa&’—* I have nothing more to
fay’—¢ Or I:" added Dumouriez: ¢ except, that 1
will order that hogthead to be tumbled into the fireet,

if he come to me, and forbid my door to his wife.’
Madam Robert returned to my houfe again. I
wifhed to get rid of her altogether, but without noife,
and I could employ no method inconfiftent with my
natural franknefs. She complained gfeatly of Du-
mouricz, for his tardincfs. I told her, that I had
fpoken to him ; and I ought not to conceal from her,
that fhe had enemies, who propagated ill reports con-
cerning her; and I would advife her, to trace them
to
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to their fource, in order to ftop them ; thataman ina
public capacity might not be expofed to the detraétion
of the malevolent, for employing a perfon, againft
whom there muft neceffarily be unfavourable prejo-
dices; and this required nothing more than certain
explanations, which I recommended to her to give.
Madam Robert repaired to Briffot, who ingenuoufly
told her, that the was mad to afk an ambaflador’s ap-
pointment, and a perfon, who made fuch pretenfions,
would ultimately obtain nothing.

We faw her no more: but her hufband wrote a
pamphlct againft Briffot, to denounce him as a diftri-
butor of places, and a deceiver, who had promifed
him the embafly to Conftantinople, and then forfeited
his word. He flung himfelf into the cordeliers, con-
nefted himf{elf with Danton, fubmitted to be his clerk
when Danton became minifter on the 10th of auguft,
was puthed up by him to the ele€oral body, and the
deputation from Paris to the convention, payed his
debts, lived expenfively, gave entertainments to d’Or-
leans, and a thoufand others, is now rich, calumniates
Roland, and reviles his wife. All this is eafily con-
ceivable: he follows his trade; and gets money.

CHAMPFORT AND CARRA.

CHAMPFORT, a man of letters, living in the
world, familiar with the great of the ancient fchool,

connc&ted with men of talents who have made fome
figure
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figure in the revolution, has become better acquainted
with the court and the city, charaflers and intrigues,
politics and men, than with the age in which he
lives.

That extreme confidence, with which I have always
reproached thofe philofophers, who were afive in the
new order of things, Champfort partook. Ile could
not credit the afcendancy of fome perverfe heads, and
the confufion they would be capable of producing.—
‘ You carry things to an extreme:’ he would fay to
me fometimes : ¢ becaufe, placed in the centre of the
movement, you fuppofe it's fphere of aftion extenfive.
It appears to you animated ; and you deem it formi-
dable. Thefe fellows will ruin themfelves by their
own intemperances: they will not be able to im-
prefs arctrograde courfe on the light of eighteen cen-
turies.'—Y et 2k¢fe fellows rule ; and Champfort is now
a prifoner, with all thofe who do not worfhip their em-
pire.

Abundance of wit, a fufficiency of morality, the
graces of good breeding, the acquirements of litera-
ture, and the philofophy of a found and cultivated
mind, rendered Champfort’s converfation equally folid
and entertaining. At firft I thought he talked too
much: and I accufed him of that exuberance of
fpeech, and that fort of fuperiority, which our men of
letters very commonly take upon them. [Iliked him
better in a fele& fociety of five or fix perfons, than in
a mixed company of fifteen or twenty, of which I had
to do the honours. But, to fay the truth, I forgave
him for fpeaking more than another, for he amufed
me more: he abounds in thofc happy fallics, which

M make
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make you Jaugh, and afford you matter for refle€tion
at the fame time, and which are very rare.— ¢ Do
you think Champfort a thoroughly fincere patriot i’
faid to me, one day, a man of fpartan aufterity.—¢ Let
us not mifunderftand one another:’ replied I. ¢ Champ-
fort fees clearly, and judges rightly : he has a found
head, and does not crr with regard to principles: he
underftands and reveres thofe of public freedom, and
human happinefs, and will not betray them. But that
he would facrifice to them his peace, his enjoyments,
and his life, is another queftion ; on which, I believe,
he would deliberate.’'—* You fee plainly, then, he is
not a virtuous man.’—* Why he is virtuous, as Ninna
was chaftc: and amidft the corruption, which erodes
our vitals, we fhould be happy, if we had many fuch
virtuous men.’—Our hypocrites and enthufiafts would
never admit, that men fhould be employed according
to the compound ratio of their civifm and talents, fo
that they fhould be interefted in employing thefe to
the advantage of that. I have feen Servan enraged,
that excellent cngineers, whom he employed in the
camp near Paris, were reje€ted, under pretence of their
pot being ardent republicans, whilt ftout pairiots, but
confummate blockheads, who did not know how to
draw a line, were fubftituted in their room.—* 1 would
not fend for them,’ faid he very juftly, © to give their
opinions on the form of a government: but [ am con-
vinced they will ferve him well, who knows how to
employ them. We want redoubts, not motions.’—This
was too reafonable: it was talking like the faétion of
Satefmen : and thus men of wifdom acquired the title
of confpirators.

Whea
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When Roland was recalled to the miniftry on the
1oth of auguft, it was neceffary to change the fuperi-
our of the national library : at that time one d"Ormeffon,
whofe name was obnoxious to the new fyftem, and
whofe mediocrity gave no room for regret. The mi-
nifter of the home department thought of dividing the
funflion of librarian between two perfons: reducing
the falary from twelve thoufand livres [£.500] a year
to cight [£.333, 6s. 8d ]; and having the library open
every day: thus the public would have gained on the
fcore of inftruétion ; the nation, on that of axconomy ;
and the government, by the employment of two ufeful
fubjefts. With regard to the choice of perfons, he
fixed on Champfort, who, being a man of letters and
a philofopher, was onc of thofe of that clafs, who had
openly declared themfelves for the revolution; and on
Carra, already employed in the libiary, whofe extreme
zeal, if not his talents, feemed to entitle him to this
reward. He had never feen cither of the men, and
was determined folely by thefe confiderations, added
to the neceflity of making a choice agreeable to the
public. I received the vifits of both thefe men, in
confequence of their places, and the connexion they
gave them with the minifter: and 1 fhould have con-
tinued to fee Champfort with pleafure, if circum-
flances had not kept us at a diftance.

Carra, become a deputy, has appeared to me a very
good man, witha very indifferent head. Itis impofhible
for a man tobe more enthufiaftic in favour of the revolu-
tion, liberty, and a commonwealth ; ora worfe judge of
men and things. Giving way entirely to his imagination,
reckoning from it rather than from falts,arranging in his

M2 mind
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mind the interefts of foreign powers as beft fuited our
fuccefs, feeing every thing flrewed with flowers, he
dreamed of his country’s happinefs, and the emanci-
pation of all Europe, with inexpreffibls complacency.
It muft not be denied, that he contributed greatly to
our political commotions, and to the infurreftions of
which the object was the overthrow of tyranny. His
Aunals {ucceeded Wwonderfully with the populace, from
a certain prophetic caft, which always has weight
with the vulgar. And when we behold fuch a man
brought to trial, as a traitor to the republic, we are
tempted to afk, whether Robelpierre be not labouring
in the fervice of Auftria: yet it is very evident, tnat
he labours for himfelf; and that, in his greedy ambi-
tion to pafs for the fole deliverer of France, he would
remove out of the way all, who have in any manner
ferved their country, with a fort of noife or reputation.

’,
Dorar-Cusierzs

IS aname I had fo often feen in the A/manac of the
Mafes, and fimilar compilations, that [ could not avoid
laughing, when I found joined to it the title of fecre-
tary-regifter of the municipality. They feem incon-
gruous ; and fo they really are. Cubieres, faithful to
that double charaéter of infolence and bafenefs, which
his revolting features wear in a fupreme degree,
preaches fans-culotifm as he fung the graces, makes
verfes to Marat as he did to Iris, and fanguinary with-

out
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out rage, as he was apparently amorous without tes-
dernefs, he proftrates himfelf humbly before the idol of
the day, be it Venus or Tantalus. Provided he creep
through life, and get bread, what matters it how?
yefterday it was by writing a fong, to-day it is by coe
pying areport, or figning an order of the police.
Getting admiflion into my houfe, I know not how,
when my hufband was minifter, I knew himonly as a
wit, and I had an opportunity of making him a pre-
fent. He dined with me twice: the firft time | thought
him odd ; the fecond, infupportable: a flat courticer,
an infipid complimenter, confequentially ftupid, and
meanly polite ; he aftonithes good fenfe, and offends
reafon, more than any other being I everfaw. I {oon
felt the neceflity of giving my open manner that air of
folemnity, which hints to a perfon, of whom you would
get rid, what he has to do. Cubiéres underilood it :
yet, after fome time, he wrote to me, to beg permiflion,
to introduce to me a prince, who was defirous of be-
ing admitted to my acquaintance. The ftrefs he Jaid
on this title of prince was completely laughable ; and
to this he added the moft difgufting flattery to myfelf.
I anfwered in the manner of which I am fufficiently
capable, when I would call people to order, without
enraging them, and make a jeft of them, without giv-
ing them a right to complain. As to the prince, and
his introduétion, I contented myfelf with obferving,
that, in the retired life I led, quite foreign to every
thing that might be termed a circle, and avoiding come
pany, 1 faw only fuch perfons, as bufinefs or ancient
friendfhip led my hufband fometimes to wifh to meet at

his table.  Cubsicres replied with long excufes, as te-
M3 dious
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dious as his eulogics, requefting a fingle moment to
explain himfelf at my feet. I gave him no anfwer,
and thought no more of him, till the day I was appre-
hended, when I perceived his fignature on the order of
the commune : for there were two, one from the com-
mittee of infurreftion of the faid 3ift of may, the
other from the commune. Both were fhown to me,
Teft I fhould objett to that of the committee: yet this
alone was ufed by my guards with the keeper of the
Abbey, to which I was conveyed.

The requeft of Cubiéres led me to fufpeét fome pri-
vate intereft: I diverted my hufband at the time, by
relating to him what had paffed: and in fad&t I Jearnt,
that the prince of Salm-Kirbourg, the perfon in quef-
tion, was then importuning the minifters, in order to
obtain from the council an indemnification for I know
not what pofleflions in Alface. Hence I concluded
I bad guefled aright, and that he fought to fee me only
from an idea, that the new fyftem might refemble the
old, when women were engaged to plead with their
hufbands. I was pleafed with what I had done, and
found in this anecdote a frefh trait of the charater of
Cubiéres. It would be ferving him properly, to pub-
lifh his fervile letters, as contraits to his affeftation of
ingenuoufnefs and freedom. 1 fhould have had fome
curious pieces of that fort, if I had preferved the far-
rago. How many relations and admirers, of whom I
had ncver before heard, fprung up on a fudden, as
foon as I was the wife of a minifter!—As I admitted
no company, they wrote to me. I had cnough to do
to read their letters ; which I anfwered briefly and po-
litely, but fincerely, to fupprefs every thought, that I

either
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either could or would interfere in any thing, and to
convince them of the perfe& inutility of paying me
compliments, or calliug themiclves relations.

The moft curious circumfiance is, that fome were
angry, and replied in fevere terms. [ remember one
M. David, who had planned fome eftablithment, in be-
half of which he would have intereficd me. It availed
me nothing to anfwer, that he would obtain his pur-
pofe by applying dircflly to the minifter; that my in-
terference would anfier no end ; and that I neverem-
ployed it, as it would be making myfelf a judge of fub-
je€ls, to which I was incompetent : he found my prin-
ciples abominable, and wrote to me with great anger.

Thus in private I was perfecuted for my perfever-
ance in confining myfelf to my own f{phere of duty :
and in public I was flandcred by envy, as having taken
upon my{clf the dire€tion of affairs.  Yet people think
it very pleafing and defirable to fill places of emi-
nence !—No doubt the wife of a good man devoted to
the public, who is proud of his virtues, and feels her-
felf capable of fupporting his courage, taftes fome
pleafure, and enjoys fome glory : but they are not gra-
tuitous, and few would undergo what they coft, with-
out regretting their price.

ANECDOTES.

WHEN I quitted the Abbey, I left there the fa-
mily of Defilles, which was foon after removed to the
Conciergerie, whence many concerned in the confpi-

Mg, facy
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racy in Brittany were condulled to the fcaffold. An.
gelica Defilles, the wife of Roland de la Fouchais, the
fimilarity of whofe name to mine occafioned one of my
friends, who wanted to carry me off, to make fome
fingular miftakes, was one of the vitims. Her fifters
were acquitted, and confequently ought to have been
fet at liberty ; but, as a meafure of generalfafety, they
were immediately arrefted, and conveyed to St. Péla-
gie, where I faw them. We fometimes converfed to-
gether. They were both young, mild, and good. The
elder, a widow of twenty-feven, wanted neither amia-
blenefs, nor a decided charaller: the younger was of
a very delicate conftitution. At firft, overwhelmed
with grief, it appeared as if they muft fink under it:
but both mothers of unfortunate children of the ten-
dereft years, they had to live for their fakes, and fum-
moned up all their courage.

They feveral times mentioned to me the bafe trea-
chery of Cheftel, a man of wit, known at Paris,
where he pradtifes phyfic, a breton by birth, who had
infinuated himfelf into the moft intimate confidence of
Defilles the {uther, knew his wifhes, and appeared to
aid his fchemes: but, conne&ed at the fame time with
Danton, he received through his mecans commiffions
from the executive power, repaired to Britanny, to pay
his court to his friend, taking up his abode at his coun-
try houfe, feafted by his relations, encouraging his de-
figns, and giving them frefh adivity by his afliftance.
The moment that appeared to him moft fure, he fe-
cretly informed againft him, and brought the parties
concerned together, that they might be feized.

Defilles efcaped. All his family were apprehended.

His



[ 169 ]

His effefts were fealed up. The places where his pa-
pers might be concealed, which Cheftel had pointed
out, were fearched. The young women, who fiill
thought him a friend to the family, begged his advice,
and implicitly followed his direQions. Embarraffed
with a purfe of two hundred louis intended for their
father, they put it into his hands, ordered the Left
horfe in their ftable to be faddlcd, and preffed Chefiel
to depart, that he might not be taken. He profeilod
himfelf determined to fhare their fate; indeed accon-
panied them, but not as a prifoner; and would always
have perfuaded the commander of the armed force,
charged with the conveyance of the prifoners, to con-
trive, that they fhould enter the great towns by day.—
“ Surely you cannot mean any fuch thing: faid the
commander : ¢ it would endanger their lives.’

They arrived at Paris. The trial commenced. The
name of Cheftel was ecrafed from the correfpondence,
becaufe he had difclofed the plot; and the poor vic-
tims then difcovered the ferpent they had entertained.
Tried, acquitted, yet confined, and without nonevs
the two young women recolleéled the purfe of louis.
They confided this circumftance to a man of courage
and probity, who went to Chefiel, and demanded the
two hundred louis. Cheftel, taken by furprife, at firlt
denied the faél ; but, terrified at the firmnefs of the
demander, who threatened to expofe him to the whale
world, he hefitatingly confefled the receipt of half that
fum: which he repaid in affignats, though not till
after repeated interviews.

Chefiel, formerly phyfician to madam Elizabeth®,

* The king’s fifter. Traaf
afliduous
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affiduous in purfuit of fortune, had in like manner
gained the confidence of a wealthy private gentle-
man, whofe name was I think Paganel, or fomething
like it, and who, amongft other poffeffions, had immen(e
eftates in Limoufin. Paganel, defirous of emigrating,
to fhun the ftorms of the revolution, made a fititious
fale of his property to Cheftel. He departed, and
reckoned upon the income, which his faithful friend
was to remit to him: but Cheftel kept it for himfelf,
and enjoys with Danton the pleafures of an opulence,
which both have acquired by fimilar means.

At length repeated folicitations, perhaps aflifted by
more valuable offers, procured the two fifters their li
berty. 1 faw them depart: but I did not know their
fecret on this head. Ihave juft feen Caftellane, how-
ever, quit this prifon, at the price of 30000 livres
{£.1250], paid to Chabot. Dillon got out of Magde-
Jonettesin the fame manner. Both were involved ina
charge of a counter-revolutionary plot. This very
moment, auguft 22, I have under my eyes one mifs
Briant, living at No. 207, St. Bennet’s cloifter, a wo-
man of the town, whofe keeper isa forger of affignats.
An information has been lodged againft Lim, and a
purfuit has becn pretended to be fet on foot : but gold
has rained into the hands of the adminiftrators: he,
who direfts the perfons appointed to difcover and
feize him, knows where he is concealed : his miftrefs
is apprehended for form's fake: the adminiftrators,
who pretend to come and interrogate her, bring her
news of her keeper: and they will foon be together
at liberty, as they have money to purchafe it.

Fouquai-Tainville, public accufer te the revolution-

ary
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ary tribunal, notorious for his diffolute life, and impus
dence in making out zrticles of impeachment without
any caufe, is in the habit of receiving money from the
parties. Madam Rochechouart payed him §ooo livres
{£-3333) for Mony the emigrant. Fouquai-Tainville
pocketed the fum: Mony was executed: and it was
hinted to madam Rochechouart, that, if the opened her
mouth about the affair, fhe fhould be inftantly clapped
into prifon, never more to behold the face of day. 1s
it poflible? the reader may exclaim.—Do you doubt
it? hear more. Inthe hands of alate prefident of the
department of the Eure there are two letters from La-
croix the deputy, formerly judge fifcal of Amet. One
contains an engagement for five hundred thoufand
livres [£.20333], for the purchafe of national do-
mains : the other is to withdraw the engagament, and
afligns for his reafon the decree, *vhich obliges deputies
to juftify any increafe of their fortune fince the revo-
lution. But this decree has been fuffered to fleep,
fince the troublefome twenty-two were expelled : La-
croix holds cftates as well as Danton, after having pil-
laged like him.

Lately a dutchman went to the communc of Paris
for a pafsport to return to his own country. It was
refufed. The dutchman made no complaint; bat,
feeing which way the wind blew, he took out his
pocket-book, and placed an affignat of a hundred
crowns on the defk. This language was well under-
ftood, and he received his pafsport.

Here Marat will be quoted to me, at whofe death,
according to the public papers, no more than a fingle
aflignat of 25 fols [1s. od. 1] was found in his houfe.

What
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What edifying poverty! Let us however examine his
habitation, borrowing the defcription of a lady. Her
bufband, 2 member of the revolutionary tribunal, is
confined in the houfe of correttion, for differing in opi-
pion from the rulers: fhe has been put into St. Péla-
gie, as a meafure of fafety, it is faid ; but probably
becaufe the alive folicitations of this little woman
fram the fouth of France were dreaded. Born at Tou-
loufe, fhe has all the vivacity of that ardent climate
where fhe firft faw the light, and a few months ago fhe
was difconfolate at the imprifonment of a coufin, to
whom fhe was tenderly attached.  She had given her-
felf much pains to no purpofe, and knew not where
farther to apply, when fhe bethought herfelf of Marat.
She knocked at his door, and was told he was not at
home : but he heard a female voice, and came out. He
had on boots, without ftockings, an old pair of leather
breeches, and a white filkk waiftcoat. His dirty fhirt,
open at the bofom, exhibited his fkin of yellow hue;
long and dirty naijls marked the ends of his fingers;
and his frightful vifage was perfe€lly in unifon with
this firange drefs.  He took the lady by the hand ; led
her into a falon newly fitted up, furnifhed with blue
and white damafk, and decorated with filk curtains
clegantly drawn up in feftoons, a fplendid chande-
lier, and fuperb vafes of porcelain filled with natural
flowers, then fcarce and of high price; fat down by
her fide on a voluptuous fopha ; liftened to her tale;
kiffed her hand ; fqueezed her knees a little ; and pro-
mifed her, that her coufin fhould be fet at liberty.—
* I'would have let him even kifs my lips, if he had
pleafed;’ faid the little woman gaily, with her toulou-
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fan accent; ¢ but upon condition of wathing them af-
terwards: provided he reflored to me my coufin’—
That very evening Marat went to the committee, and
the next day her coufin left the Abbey. But ere four
and twenty hours had pafled, the friend of the people
wrote to the hufband, fending him a perfon who ftood
in need of a certain favour, which he took care not
to refufe.

One M. Dumas, a natural philofopher by profeffion,
or a man of learning by trade, prefented himfelf be-
fore the famous committee of public fafety, fome time
in the month of june, to make it fome important pro-
pofals. He offered to reconnoitre the army of the re-
bels in Vendée, and to give an exaélt account of it's
fituation and numbers; circumitances concerning
which the utmofl ignorance has prevailed fince the
commencement of the war. M. Dumas pretended
moft accurately to infpeé&t the whole, by taking a bird's
eye view of it from a balloon.—¢ Why, indeed, it isan
ingenious thought :’ faid fome of the profound politi-
cians of the committee.—¢ Yes:” replied citizen Du-
mas: ‘and it may be quickly put into execution. I
know there is a balloon, to be found, with all it's ap-
pendages, in the hotel of an emigrant: fo that the
nation need not be at the expenfe of the purchafe..—
Bravo! He gives the neceffary information. It is re-
ceived with tranfport, and officially fent to the minifter
of the home department, for him to find the balloon
without delay. The minifter fets his people in mo-
tion. They repair to the emigrant’s hotel, which was
an inn; and the apartment he occupied was one fmall
chamber, where there remained not a fingle rag. A

fchft
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report was made in confequence: the committee was
difconfolate : Dumas was clamorous: and a frefh in.
junétion was iffued to the minifier, to make a ftrifer
fearch after the balloon. On this the minifter confults
his fecretary ; and it is refolved to have recourfe to
grand meafures. A letter is written to the depart-
ment: the department fends to the municipality : and
the municipality puts the affair into the hands of it's
magiftrates of police. Here the bufinefs was loft to
the public funionaries ; and I laughed heartily at the
Abbey with Champagneux, who wrote the minifte-
rial letter, at the charlatanry of the brazen-faced Du-
mas, the fottithnefs of the committee, the complai-
fance of the minifter, and the whole category of fole
lies: but | found the clew of the hiftory at St. Péla-
gie.

Citizen Jubert, a magiftrate of the police, one of
thofc who figned the c.ontradx&ory orders for appre-
hending me and fetting me at liberty, a fat man, with
a hoarfe voice, a true feftion-prater, with a difgufting
face, and awkward gait, difcovered one mifs Lalle-
ment, a tall pretty girl of fifteen, kept by St. Croix,
an emincent officer, in ihe fervice, I think, of Philip
d'Orleans. She was taken up, and fent to St. Péla-
gie. In her apartment were found the cover of a bal-
loon, it's net, and other things bc.lonomn to it. ‘This
was the very prize defcribed by Dumas but the com-
mittee had forgotten the expedient ; the philofopher
had loft all hopes of making himfelf of confequence ;
the minifter cared little about the refult of the orders
he had given; and the magiftrates had no objeftion to

take
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take into their own pofleflion what was now a thing
of fome value.

Jubert thought the little Lallement handfome. He
had laid hands on feveral ofher effefls, amongft which
was a portrait of St. Croix, and he deemed it very filly
for her to pretend to be faithful to him. At length ima-
gining, that kindnefs would render her more traQa-
ble, he procured an order for her difcharge, came to
fctch her in a carriage, condufted her to her home,
where he ordered a dinner, reftored to her after much
folicitation the portrait of St. Croix, the eyes of which
he had fpoiled, and cxpefted a reward. ‘The voung
girl laughed at his expectations, as fhe ridiculed his
manner, fhowed him the door, and repaired to the po-
lice-office, to upbraid him publicly with his attempts,
whilft fhe claimed the other effefls, that had been
taken from her. The adventure made fome noife : but
the collcagues of Jubert were not like to condemn it :
and fhe paffed through many others, ftill more difguft-
ing or atrocious ; of which the legiflators of the 2d of
june daily offer exarhples to all the conftituted autho-
rities,

Augoft 22.

TO-DAY a mifunderftanding has broken owt be-
twveen the tyrants. Hebert diffatisfied at not being
appointed minifter, fets his father Duchefne upon the
makers, attacks the enricked patriors, names Lacroix,
and is undermining Danton. Danton, more wicked
than any one of them, but more circum{pe&, whilft
he endeavours to keep fome meafures in the courfe of
affairs, is already ftyled a moderate man: the commite

tee
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tee of public fafety has rejefted him: Robefpierre,
moved by jealoufy, exclaims againft him: and the
cordeliers and jarobins are on the point of coming to a
supture. A grand {petacle for us viftims is prepar-
ing: the tigers are going to worry one another; per-
haps they will forget us, unlefs the fury of their latt
moments impel them to exterminate all in their power
before their own fall.

Chabot is for tranfporting all fufpeted perfons: of
courfe the wives of Pétion and Roland, confined under
that-appellation, are threatened with a voyage to Cay-
enne. A pleafant deftination !

September 23.

HAVE not my ears deceived me?—What! that
woman who lived unknown, buried in the country, ar-
rived at Paris folely to folicit for her daughter, is con-
demned to die!—How profoundly iniquitous fuch a
condemnation !

Pétion, profcribed as a royalift, exhibited a pheno-
menon of the late revolution. His wife, whom ca-
lumny had never reached, had retired to Fécamp,
amongft her own relations, there to await happier days
fecluded from the world: fie went to the fea-fide
with her fon, a pretty boy, ten years of age, the fole
fruit of her marriage, that he might bathe in the falt
water. She was taken up, and made a prifoner, with
the child ; and both have been brought to Paris, and
confined at St. Pélagie. Daily examples teach the
wives of them, who are profcribed, to expeét perfecu-
tion : and Pétion’s hias fufficient ftrength of reafon to
fupport her own misfortunes : but the fituation of her

fon
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fon afflils her; it is equally detrimental to his health
and his education. She would make complaints: yet
how could fhe tender them interefting? and above
all, whom could fhe get to liften to them? She wrote
to her mother, who lived at Chartres, to requeft her
to make thofe folicitations, to which her relation‘hip
gave her a fufficient title. She came: appeared at
the bar prefented her petition with tears; was re-
ferred to the committee; and waited upon all the
deputies, who compofed it. Some of thefe feemed to
give her hope, but from the greater number fhe ex-
petienced a very unfavourable reception. The ine
utility ot her folicitations becoming evident, fhe re-
folved to depart, and repaired to her fetion, to get
her paffport figned. There fhe was impeached, and
apprehended. She was carried before the mayor:
aman, who refided in the hotel where fhe lodged,
depofed, that fhe had faid, the french had need of &
king: two hired witnefles, deferters, belonging to
Liege, attefted it: the was condemned to lafe her
head, and is now going to the fcaffold.

I have feen the unfortunate woman, madam Le~
fevre, feveral times, when fhe came to her daughter.
She was in her fifty feventh year: fhe had been hand~
fome, and her face fill fhowed, that her features had
been regular: fhe had preferved a fine head of hair,
and her thape, though far from‘flender, was by no
means clumfy. The defire of pleafing had occupied
the greater part of her life, yet it had not led her to
make any acquifitions: nothing appeared in her,
therefore, but the remains of her former pretenfions,
and a fund of felf-regard, which was perceptibie on

N every
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every occafion. She had no political opinion: indeced
fhe was incapable of forming any, for fhe could not
reafon two minutes together. It is poflible, that, in
a converfation cxcited by fome ill-defigning people,
the may have faid, it would be indiffcrent to her if
the french had a king, provided they had peace; or
fome words of a like nature may have been laid hold
of, in order to bring her to trial. But who perceives not,
in this falfe and atrocious application of the law, a
fcheme to miflead the people, by making them fup-
pofe the family of Pétion royalifts, and it’s perfecation
confequently juft?

Fearful days of the reign of Tiberius, we fee your
horrours revived ; but multiplied in proportion to the
number of our tyrants and their favourites! This un-
fortunate people, whofe morals arc deftroyed and
difpofition perverted, requires blood; and every
thing, except juftice, is emploved to fatisfy it's de-
mand. I have feen in the prifuns, during the four
months that I have been their inhabitant, malefaétors
defignedly forgotten: and they arc in hafte to put to
death madam Lefevre, who has committed no crime,
becaufe fhe is guilty of being the fiep-mother of the
honeft Pétion, detefted by tyrants!

§ can conccive nothing more ridiculous than the
quackery, with which are vaunted the benefits of 2
conflitution decrced with cqual zeal and rapidity.
Yet did not the very people, who made it, foon after
decree, that France was, and remained, in a ftate of
revolution? and what is the conftitution but a non-
entity, fince no part of it is obferved? Of what ad-
vantage, then, is it to us, to have fuch a thing? Itis

a piece
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a picce of wafte paper, which ferves only to atteft the
impudence of them, who would make a merit of it,
without concerning theimnfelves about fecuring to usit’s
benefits.

They who, in the multitude, accepted it without
examination, merely through weaknefs and indolence,
from the hope of feeing peace, which they would not
take the pains to deferve, are well rewarded for their
upathy. Unfortunately it is with nations and their
affairs, as with individuals and their undertakings:
the folly and fears of the many produce the triumph
of the bad, and the ruin of the good. Pofterity will
aflign to each his placc; but it is in the temple of
Memory : Themiftocles died never the lefs in exile,
Socrates in prifon, and Sylla in his bed.

September 26.

THE decree, that ordains the aét of impeachment
againft Briffot to be prefented tomorrow, was pafled
in the fame fitting, in which it was propofed to fhorten
the forms of trial before the revolutionary tribunal, and
in which the four feftions of that tribunal were or-
ganifed : fo that the means of trying are multiplied,
fentence is enjoined to be paffed more fpeedily, and
the defence of the accufed is curtailed, at the fame
moment, when it is refolved to deftroy Briffot, and the
reft of the imprifoned deputies, that is to fay; thofe
men of talents, who might have confounded their
accufers,

Four moaths have paffed, without their being able
to draw up that aét of impeachment, the formation of
which has repeatedly been decreed in vain. Aa

N2z augmentation
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augmentation of power, and the univerfal {way of
terrour, were neceffary, to enable them to facrifice the
founders of liberty., But when the arbitrary im-
prifonment of a fourth part of France, under the ap-
pellation of fufiecled perfons, has been determined ;
after an imbecile people has been rendered fanatic,
to ruin Lyons, as if the fecond city in the republic
belonged to the emperour, and thofe whom it thinks
proper to ftyle mufcadines were wild beafls ; after an
iron fceptre, ftretched out over all France, has efta-
blithed the réign of guilt and fear; after it has been
made a law for thofe who are accufed, to anfwer
fimply yes, or a0, without faying any thing in their de-
fence; they may fend to execution thofe guiltlefs
vi&tims, whofe eloquence they flill dread, fo redoubt-
able does the voice of Truth appear cven to thofe,
who are fufficiently powerful not to liften to it's com-
mands.

What care is not taken to flifle this voice? But
Hiftory remains. Her hand ftill holds the graver, and
prepares filently, though flowly, to revenge the imita-
tors of Barncvelt and Sidney.

Odober 3.

I PERUSE the public papers, and I perceive
Robefpicrre accufe Ro/and and Briffot of having fpoken
il of &' Aubigny, who fole 100000 livres [£4167]
from the Tuilerics on the tenth of auguft, after whom
purfuit was made, and whofe wife, in his abfence,
brought the 100000l to the commune. I jee Robef-
pierre affert, that Roland appointed Reftout to the
Jeweloffice, to pave the way for it’s being robbed:
though
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though it was Pache, whom Roland chofe, who refufed
it, and who prefented Reflout to the minifter; and
the hall of the convention refounded with the com-
plaints of Roland againft the commander of the nati-
onal guard, for his negleét to ftrengthen the poft at
the Jewel-office, in fpite of the minifter’s repeated
injunétions.

That Robefpierre, whom once I thought an honeft
man, is a very atrocious being. How he lies to his
own confcience! Ilow he delightsin blood!

Infirmary of St..Pélagic. O&ober 23.

WITHIN thefe folitary walls, where oppreficd
innocence has now dwelt near five months with filent
refignation, a ftranger appears.—It is a phyfician,
brought by my keeysers for their own tranquillity ; for
to the ills of nature, as to the injuftice of man, I neither
can nor will oppofe~aught but calm fortitude. When
he heard my name, he faid he was the friend of 2 man,
whom I perhaps did not like.—¢ Why do you think fo?
Who is he #—* Robefpierre.’—¢ Robefpierre! I have
known him well, and efteemed him much: I have
thought him a fincere and zealous friend of freedom.’—
‘Ishe not fo"—*I fear he loves power too: perhaps from
an idea, that he knows how to do good as well as any
man, and wills it not lefs. [ fear he loves vengeance
too much, and particulafly to exercife it againft them,
by whom he fuppofes himfelf not admired. I believe
he is very fufceptible of prejudice ; eafily moved to
paflion in confequence ; too ready to think every one
guilty, who does not agree in all his opini«.ms.—-—You
have not feen him twice!—I have feen him much

N3 oftener !—
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oftener !—Afk him: let him lay his hand on his heart;
and fee whether he can fpeak any ill of me.’

Robefpierre, if I deceive myflf, I put it into your
power to convince me, that I am wrong. To your-
felf I repeat what I have faid of you, and I will deli-
ver to your friend a letter, which perhaps my keeper
will fuffer to pafs, on account of him to whom it js
addrefled.

I write not to entreat you, as you may fuppofe. I
have never yet entrcated any one: and certainly 1 fhall
not begin from a prifon, and to him who has me in
his power. Prayer is for the guilty, or the flave: in-
nocence teftifies, which is quite fufficient; or com-
plains, to which fhe has a right, when oppreffed. But
even complaints fuits notme: I can fuffer, without be-
ing afraid of what may happen. I know, too, that, at
the birth of republics, revolutions almoft inevitable, un-
folding the paffions of mankind too much, frequently
expofe them, who beft ferve their country, to become
the vi€tims of their own zeal, and of the errours of their
contemporaries. Their confciences will afford then
confolation, and hiftory will be their avenger.

But from what fingularity am I, a woman, incapa-
ble of any thing but wifhes, expofed to thofe ftorms,
which ufually fall only on altive perfons? And what
fate is in referve for me? Thefe are two quettions,
which [ addrefs to vou.

1 deem them of fmall importance in themfelves,
and with regard to myfelf perfonally: for what is a
fingle cmmet more or lefs, cruthed by the foot of the
clephant, in the general fyftem of the world? But
they are of infinite concern, with regard to the prefent

liberty
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liberty and futurc happinefs of my country. For if
it's declared friends, and avowed defenders, be con-
founded together with it’s confeft encmies, without
diftinétion; if the faithful citizen and gencrous patriot
be treated in the fame muuner as the dangerous re-
garder of felf, and perfidious ariflocrate; if the woman
of fenfe and virtue, who is proud of having a country,
and, in Ler humble retirement, or whatever her fitua-
tion, makes to it every facrifice in her power, find her-
felf affociated in punithment with the vain or haughty
female, who curfes cquality ; furely juftice and free-
dom do not yet reign, and future happinefs is doubts
ful,

I fpeak rot here of my venerable hufband. His
accounts fhould have been examined, when they were
delivered in: inflcad of refufing to juftify him at firft,
in order to accufe him after having envenomed the
public mind againft him by flander.  Robefpierre, 1
defy you not to believe, that Roland is an honeft man.
You may be of opinion, that he does not think juftly,
with refpeft to this meafure, or that: but your con-
fcience muft fecretly do homage to his integrity and
civifm. He needs to be feen little, to be thoroughly
known: his book is always open, and it is intclligible
to every onc. Hc has the ruggednefs of virtue, as
Cato liad its tdarincfs: his manners have procured him
as many encmics as his infekible equity: but thefe
inequalities of furface difappear at a diftance, and the
great qualitics of the public man will remain for ever.
Jt has been reported, that he fanned the fiames of civil
war at Lyons: and the reporters have dared to allege
this pretext as the caufe of my apprehenfion! The

fuppofition
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fuppofition was not more juft than it's confequence.
Difzufted with public affairs, irritated at perfecution,
tired of the world, finking under the burden of his
toils and his years, he could do no more than groan
in obfcure retirement, and bury himfelf in filence, to
fpare the world a crime.

—He has corrupted the public mind, and J am his
accomplice!——Surely this is of all reproaches the
moft curious, of all imputations the moft abfurd. You,
Robefpicrre, cannot defire me, to take the trouble of
refuting them here: the tafk would be too eafy; and
you cannot be of the number of thofe good people, who
believe a thing becaufe it is in print, aud becaufe it has
be=n told them. The pretenfion of my being an accefl-
ary would be laughable ; were not the whole rendered
atrocious by the cloudy afpet under which it is pre.
fented to the people, who, feeing nothing, forms to it's
imagination fome monftrous figure of it knows not
what. They muft have an extreme thirft of injuring
me, who can hedge me thus, with premeditated bru-
tality, into an accufation, ftrongly refembling that
charge of high-treafen, fo often repeated under the
reign of Tiberius, to deftroy all, whom, guilty of no
crime, it was refolved to facrifice. Whence, then,
arifes this animofity ? I cannot conceive : I, who never
injured any one, who know not how even to wifh harm
to them, who injure me.

Brought up in retirement ; educated in thofe fe-
rious ftudies, which have unfolded my mind, and
enabled it to difplay fome charaéter; addicted to fim-
ple enjoyments, which no circumftances have pre-

vailed to alter; an enthufiaftic admirer of the revolu-
jution,
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jution, and giving aloofe to the energy of the generous
fentiments it infpires; remote from public tranfaétions
through principle as well as fex, but converfing on
them with warmth, becaufe the interefts of the public
become of all the firft as foon as they exift; I regarded
the firft calumnies vented againft me as contemptible
follies ; 1 deemed them the neceflary tribute claimed
by envy from a fituation, which the vulgar had ftill the
imbecility to confider as exalted, and to which I would
have preferred the peaceful ftate, in which I had fpent
fo many happy days.

Thefe calumnies, however, have increafed with ef-
frontery proportionate to my ferenity and exemption
from fear: I have been dragged to prifon: and in
confinement I have remained near five months; torn
from the embraces of my young daughter, who can
no longer recline her head on that bofom, from which,
fhe drew her firft nourifhment; far removed from
every thing dear to me; the butt of all the envenomed
fhafts of an abufed people, that belicves the lofs of
my head would be conducive to it's happinefs ; hear-
ing the guards, who watch under my grated window,
fometimes amufe themfelves with anticipating my
punithment ; and reading the offenfive libels publifhed
againft me by writers, who never faw my face, any
more than thofe, of whofe hatred I am an obje&.

I have wearied no one with my remonftrances:
from time I expe& juftice, and the termination of
prejudice : wanting many things, I have afked for
tothing: I have made up my mind to misfortune,
proud of oppofing my firength againtt her’s, and keep-
ing her at my feet. My neceflitics becoming urgent,

and
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and afraid of ianvolving in trouble them, to whom {
might have addrefled myfelf, I withed to fell the
empty bottles in my cellar, which had not been fealed
up, becaufe it's contents were of {o little value. Im-
mediately the whole quarter was in motion! the houfe
was furrounded ; the proprietor was taken into cufs
tody ; the guards were doubled ; and perhaps I have
reafon to fear for the liberty of a poor nurfe, who has
committed no crime but that of having ferved me
with affeftion thirteen vears, becaufe I made her Jife
comfortable. So much does the people, ftunned with
the cry of confpiracy, and mifled with refpeét to me,
fuppofe me deferving the appellation of a confpi-
rator.

It is not to excitc pity in you, Robefpierre; to
which I am fuperiour, and which perhaps I fhould
decm an infult; that I prefent to you this pifture,
which 1 bave confidcrably fofiened: it is for your in-
frution.

Fortune is ickle ; and popular favour is not lefs ad-
dited to change. Contemplate the fate of them, who
have agitated, pleafed, or governed the people, from
Vifcellinus to Cwfar, and from Hippo, the haranguer
of the fyracufans, to our parifian orator. Juftice and
truth alone remain, and afford confolation for what-
ever may happen, even for death itfelf ; whilft nothing
can fheiter men from their irokes. Miarius and Sylla
profcribed thoufands of knights, numbers of fenators;
and a multitude of unfortunate wretches. But could
they flifle the voice of hiftory, which has devoted their
memoties to execration? or could they tafle the cup of
happinefs?

Whateves
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Whatever fate be referved for me, I can fubmit to
it in a manner worthy of myfelf ; or foreftal it, if I
think proper. After having received the honours
of perfecution, are thofe of martyrdom to crown the
whole? am I deftined to languifh in protratted
captivity, expofed to the firft cataftrophe, that it may
be judged requifite to excitc? or am [ to be fentenced
to nominal tranf{portation, to experience, when a few
leagues at fea, that trifling negligence on the part of
the captain, which rids him of the trouble of his living
cargo, to the profit of the waves? Tell me which: for
it is fomething to know our fate, and a foul like mine
is capable of looking it in the face.

If you will be juft, and read with refleftion what I
write, my letter will not be ufelefs to you, and in that
cafe it may poflibly bz of fervice to my country. Be
that as it may, Robefpierre, 1 know, and you cannot
but feel, that a perfon, who has known me, cannot
perfecute me without remorfe.

RorLaxp, formerly Phlifon.

Note. The idea of this letter, the defign of writing
it, and the intention of fending it, have remained
in my mind for four-and-twenty hours: but what effect
can my refle@ions have on a man, who facrifices col-
leagues, of whofe integrity he is fully affured ?

If
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If my letter will do no fervice, it would be illutittred,
It would oniy embroil me to no purpofe with a tyrant,
who may facrifice, but cannot debafe me. I will not

fond it.

Z¥D OF TKE FIRSY FARTY.
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