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Riches are attended with Lurury, and Lurury ends in Despotim.
ERraions,

Ex regom immoderati libidine ingtsta belia temere plerumque suscipiuntar, seeleraté
1 consequence of the Spivit of Despotism among Kings

geruptur, turpiler <I«~|muum|ir. e
and Grandecs, anjust wars are, for the most part, rashly wndertiahen, wickedly conducted,
and, after all, abandoned with defent and disgrace.
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DEDICATION.

TO ROBERT STEWART, alias LORD CASTLEREAGH.

Sig,
It appears to me that if, unhapypily, your Counsels are

o b v
“allowed much longer to prevail in the Brunswick Cabinet,

thev will bring on a Crisis, in which the King may be
dethroned or the Pcople enslaved. Experience has shown
that the People will not be enslaved—the alternative is the
aftair of vour Emplovers.

3 Feb 182}

THE AUTHOR
Of * The Political House that Jack Built”
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE,

T HE vicurt s deceitfud abore all thiues: who can knou- it As far as T kaow my own, it feels
AD AuNioNS desire to serve iy fellow-creatures, during the shlm:t period ot Wy contuntance
among thewi, by stopping the etlusion of human blood, by diminishing or sql[('lnng the mise-
ries which nan creates for himeelfy by promoting peace, and by endeavouring to sccure and
eatend civil iberry, .

in attribute war,and most of the artificial evils n‘l' lite, ta the ,ﬁ'/n’,ri! of Degpotism, a rnpk
poisonons weed, which grows and ﬁnm'ilshv- even in the soil of ltherty, when overrun with
corruption. [ have attempted to eradicate it, that the salutary and pleasant plants may
have room to strike rout and expand their foliage.

There ic oue cireumstance which induces we to think that, in this instance, my heart does
not deceive e, | am certain, that in artempting to promote the general Im}»})ill«ms of man,
without serving any party or paying court to any individual, T am not studying my owp in-
terest.  On the conmtrary, §am well awire that my very sabject must give offence to those who
are possessed of puwcr'und patronage, T bave no peysonal enmities, and ﬂlL’l‘L"()l"(' am truly
concerned that I could not tieat the Spirit of Despoticm, without advancing opinions that
must displease the noninal great. 1 certainly sacritice all view of pvrsfnml advantage to_
what appears 1o me the public good; and Hatter myscif that this alone evinees the purity of
my motive.

Men of teeling and good mind<, whose hearts, as the phrase is, lie in the right place, will, T
think. azree with me in most points; especially when & little time, and the cevents, now
taking place, <lhall have dissipated the mist of passion and prejudice.  Hard-hearted, proud
worldlings. who love themselves only, and know no good bt money and pageantry, will
scarcely agree with me in any.  They will be angry; but, consistently with their general
haughtiness, affect contempt to hide their choler

I pretend not to aspire at the honour of martyrdom: yet some inconveniences I am ready
to bear patiently, in promoting 2 cause which deeply concerns the whole of the preseut race,
and agesyetunborn. [amready to bear patiently the proud man's contumely, the insuit of rude
ignorauce, the sareasm of malice, the hired coensure of the sycophantic critic, (whose pre-
fermient depends on the prostitation both of knowledge and conscience, ) and the virulence of
the venal newspaper. It wounld be a disgrace to an honest man not 1o incur the abuse of
those who have sold their integrity and abilities to the euemies of their country and the
baman race,  Strike, but hear, said a noble ancient. Troth will nltumately prevail, even
though h- who attered it should bhe destroyved. Columbns was despised, rejected, perse-
cuted ; but America was discovered.  Men very inconsiderable in the eye o pride, have
bad the hanour to discover, divulge, and disseminate doctrines that have promoted the
liberty and happiness of the human race. All that was rich and Kreat, in the common ac-
ceplation of that epithet, combined agzainst Lutker; yet when pontiffs, kings, and
lords, had displayed an impotent rage, and sunk into that oblivion which their personal in-
significance naturally led to. Luther prevailed, and his glory is immortal. He broke the
chain of superstition, and weakened the bouds of despntism,

1 have frequently, and fiom the first commencement of our present unfortunate and dis-
graceful hostilities. litted upt ny voice——a ferble one indeed—against war, that great pro-
moter of despotism ; and while I have liberty to write, 1 will wiite for liberty. 1 plead
weakly, indeed, but sincerely, the cause of mankind ; and on them, under Gop, I re y for
protection against that merciless SpiriT which 1 attempt to explode,



EDITOR'S PREFACE.

THERE are rrme passazes in  The Spirit of Deapaliom " which allude 1o the period when it was written,
Kl temder 1l aecesaary to state thal st was Gt ponted privately at London, in 1793, during the war against

Frapee, 1n 2 da

odeeimo Yalgme of D pager, and & very few crpies of 1t circulatrd with great secresy —The ume

is arecred for is Wrag removrd (om (e shelio! thr citions 1 rire 5ooks, for the perusal of the British Peuple | ye,

s Author, sad hus reasons fur not pablib £¢ it must for the present, temam snknown. His gen.us and sentimenta

eommand 8 reepest which realtains me from am.tiing, sebatintiez, o1 sitening a angle word |
&nd CAFITALS wre presererd, and b mottors plased atthe back of the tithe

veen by Jeadics
I have mesely placed ranning

bend Lnes Lo the subpmpia, and prefined & Uesign, ta denute 1hat, as the fawn 6g spamel icks the scourge o a free
man, whe crunrhes to the cppresol, heeolirs a slave mnd a worshupper of the jath, Lord Castieres b has the

homuar &f thr [dederatom.

The Work e a2 beyund the reach of my prasse, and I therefore give it, without note or comment, to my

Coantrymen.
Frb 3, 1831,
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THE

PIRIT OF DESPOTISM.

et —

Skerion L—=INrropUcTony.

AN ina ~Lalc of simplicity,’ um‘nr-
I‘ ruptad by du' mtluence ot bad
vdmx-.tum, Lud exampies, and bad govern-
ment, possesses @ tuste for all that 3 gowd
and beantitul, He ds capable of o degree
of meral wnd intellectual Improvenient,
which advances his nutire to o participa-
tien with the divine, ‘The world, in ol
its 1 \"mhvnu‘, appears to him one vast
theatre, richly ‘nlnrnul and ilnminared,
juto which e’ is treely .u!mnml o enjoy
the glorioes spectacte. Achnowleduing o
patial superior but the great Architeet of
the whole tdiic, he partakes the delighit
with cot=ciuus m;nn) ard  vlows with
reatitade. Pleosed with bl and adl
urumul Litm, his heart dilates with benevo-
Jenee, as well as picty; and he finds his
Joss wuamented by communcation. His
countenaice chieerful, liis micn crect, he
reicices ineaistence,  Lite s a mnmnnl
feust 1o him, highty cearoned by virtue, by
liberty, by nnmml “wflection. Gud rurmul
L to be” happy, and he becomes so, thus
fortunately vimolested by false policy and
oppressivin. - Rebigion, reison, nature, are
his guides lhmu”h the whole of his exist-
ence, and the whole s happy. Virrrors
INDEPENDENE, the cun, which irradiutes
thie morning of his day, and warms its noon,
tineres the serene evening with every beanti-

ful siiety ot colour, anel on the prifuw of

rebicious hope he sinhs to rquv e the
Losomm of 1 m\nl nee.

But whae s man to be found, thus
noble, thus innoeent, thus happy ! Noty -
deed, n w0 many 1\11[\ of the u‘rl.\qucous

clobe as he ouszhi 1o be; but stilt he s 1o
be found wherever the i; shits of narture and
the virtues of shinplicity are not violated or
bani-hed by the fulse relinements, the Laee
artibices of Cmrnpl( d governent,

UCulappily for man, scciety has been
almsost universally cortupted, cven by the
arts antended for s huprovement; and
human nature is gradually depraved in
its very progress to civilization,  Meta-
morphosed Ly the tampering of unskiltul
or dishopest peliticians,
Bteresied pwiestv, co-nperating with poli-
Lobing, MaAN b proscnl sppoars, BLonoany
cotmries, a dimmutive and  distorted ani-
nul, ('umpmcd with what he was in his
prmueml state. Heis beevne thie dwart and

and the eraft of

the cripple of courts and cities, instead of
the well-formed, beautitul, ereature, whoe
once bounded, m the glory of health and
strength, over the furest and the mountiin,
clowing with the warmth of virtue, und
Lreattnag the spirit ol ndependenee,
Virious are the catuses whieh contribute
tu the fectittous depravity of man. Pefees
tive and erroncons education corrapts him;
the prevaient examples of a4 degenerte
comnnunity corrupt hin; but bad govern.
mest corrapts hun more than all other
cattzes combined. The grind adversary of
haman virtne and happiness is Desvotiss,
Look ever the surfuce of the whoele eartly,
and behold Man, the glory and deputed
lord of the ereation, witheting wnder the
intluence of despotisi, hke the plant of
temperate climes scorched by the sunof o
torrid zone, ‘The leat s sichly, the hlustom
dares not expunid its beauty, and no frust
arrives at its just size and matanty,
Turkey, Ttaly, Fovptt how ehanged
from what ve were when inhabited by
ancient Greeks, Ronans, Favptions! No-
ture, indeed, still smiles upon them with
unalterrd favour,  The blue mantle of the
sikies Is still spread over them in all s
Tumimous macmficence. Tlhiere s 1o reason
to suppose the carth ess fertile. The coin
langhis in the vallevs, The tree aspires to
Heaven with all its orizinal verdure and
najesty. But s decavs;  withered,
shrunk, enervated 5 o form without spinit,
an aubmad fess huppy than the bheasts ot the
ficld, wnd more tguoblde, inasmoch as de-
ceneracy 15 baser thon native, original,
created anferiority, Tallen with the co-
lumnar ruins of better times, over whieh,
in these countries, he often tmlnplu, L
himeelt appears Jitde beiter thas o ron,
disphivingull the deformiity of the moulder-
it }11(‘ with scarcely any vestige of iy
former magnificence. It would equally
comtrudict philosophy and  experience to
attribute thi meral dernericy to the decay
of nature’s vigonr.  There is no reason 1o
conclude that the natural faculties of men
who inhabit countrics once {ree, but now
enslaved, are produced in a state of less .
perfeetion at this hour, than in the duys of
thetr dlustrious forefuthers, Amtnnw(hf-
covers no delect o the fibres of the heart
or the brain ; yet the degencracy remaing
uncontested.  In truth, Government has
counteracted the bepeficence  of natuse,

h




6 Ixtxonverory—Origtn of Despotism.

The wry afe fallen; winle the Aumna
Sigwres, with thar mu.'m';zl and external
o zanilzation, cotlitiie spsiar, of the <aone,
They are nactn e and pusitlanimous. They
aspire 4t o eattantdinaey ecellence or
M‘Lw\t-mfnh: bt croashs beneathe e
despot, glad of the pror priviiese aliowed
them by a elow creature, o weak el
more wicked than thonselses, o ear dok,
slecp, and die. Any preceninent degree
of ment among then would tender the
distipguished possessor of st tandly s
trieis, the certn ohact of a0 Birant’s
venzeance 3 and they fed ther bet seen-
rity m their want ot virtue, Bon voluut iy
submission th contempt, tey rebun and
transiit the privitere o breatdinz, wed
biodd the bulwark of their sattv on thar
personal tnsznincance,

Froar must of nesessity beeomne the pres
donunant passion i ail conntries sulueer

to the uncontrolled dommon of an nde
sidual and his omsters ) bar tear efadis
the bload, und treeszes the Lovdies. L oder

s iy wtlhuenee there cah anise no generons
emulation, no danng spnt of whventure,
l-fnu-ypn\(- i\ (‘x»t]~f(lt rt‘«] ax li-m:t'r'ull\ fio
merely from the geaend casvalty o it
Buman allatrs, bt becwse iteveites potice,
and alurs the pealousy of selnsh power.
Under o despotre government, 1o weal
through  Liv guobserved, o creep, with
i) cavuon, throuch the vale of ob-
seunty, 13 the nrst wisdom; and 6 be
suflered 1o de o old onze, withont the
prisen, the cham, the d ,or the poi-
samed bowl, the highest pich of hungn
telieny.

Funomanet of the srosesthnd, irneraes
of man’s vature and richis,
wll that tends to make and keep us hugoy,
disgraces and renders wietched more than
babt’ the earth, at this tianent, 1o conee-
n[lm'm'u ol s subization to despotic power,

quotance, wbed e imperad purple, with
pude and cruehy by hee side, swass an
rronseeptre over more thai oue hemisphere
Tn the tnest and Livgost recians of this
planet, which we mwlabi, we no hheral
pursutts vl prcteaeons po contenpbaie
debights, nothoy of tha prve, ineleeni |
cplovinent which 1usrs bn tron e
mire of <ensaabty and sordel cure, toon
degree of excellence and diznity, which we
cuticetve to be ancelic aod celesnal, With.
out knowledge or the means of obtuining
i, without exercise or exeltements, the
mind falls into a state of intantine imbeeility
gmd dotage; or acquires a low eqnmine,
ment ondy on selfish and e puraants,
such as s visible i the mere 1onsble of
the dreaional creatores, m foses, e el
monheys Aneng natlens s eonne ),
the utmost effort of gemins iy a court in-
trigue o a tiusterial cabial,

feiottve o

A desrwlation of the understanding, hike
this, 15 usstadly wocompaned with depravaty
of heart. From an ity to fied plea-
sure and henourable anplosment e the
erries of thoozht, i poble and victuons

wethu, b Tenned Culh e ilina, Muris, i
corieres, i berning, atises aonisehinvons
activey i b wrveriot of natiure, a
wantonusoss o wiekediess, productive off
tlacitions habits, which render the partiher
ot pesmon the most despicable and detest-
able aotmial in the wiole eirele of existence,
Thus sneh noder the pressure of despotism,
whe ear recoonie, notwiti-tuading the
Botan ~hape they bear, the hocal de-
sevndants of Puvatin, Gresian, Homan
worthires, the clory of their thnes, the
Mnsiatics of their own conntry and the
world, the instructers and henetactors of
o naare ! Thas the dmaze of the
Diery, stamped cnonian at his creation, is
detiled or witerly cftuced by covernment,
institated aad everciaed by man over his
feltovwenne s and Lis Lindied o Heaven s
hnown noisore by the divine resemblanee,
A bad overninent 1 therefore the eirse of
the earthy the seogree of man, the el
i e to the divine willy the most eoprous
source of ol mord vl aed for thiat reason,
of all msery s bat of bead vovernments,
Tobie are A‘n'nimr:ﬂ:lx‘, in their misehievous
cHocts, o thie de \i\ay{i(‘.

But s despoticin vy it eotreme produces
consequenees tha~ malicnant, reason wiil
mfer, wnct experience will sty thie n-
fevetee, that ail the subordingte digrees of
despetiam e paportionally destictive,
However i vbe disraised by forms, it
s ever sechie s own encrease and ag-
crdioment, by opendy erushing, or se-
cretly mndermiininr, the tabrie of liberiv:
it s ever cnerenching on the prividezes amd
crjosients of dhose who are subjected o
i ereadidy, thoueh Toolishlv, wishing 1o
ctizross overy cond of every Riad i this
sublonary state, except the coud of virtae,

Powrn, thousl o by written Luws,
i the fods ot mortd men, poorly edu-
eate sl srrreunded by sveonhants and
everers, who o wishy by partukinz the
jower, to parizie also of v profits and
dhsninetons, and thus gratity at once their
pride and avariee, Is always endecvouring
toextend reelt” bevond  the lunitutions
and reguires 1o he watched with the most
Jealous eve, by all who are subject 1o iy,
and to be rostrained within its bounds by
the mantiest efforts, and the most deter-
wined resoltion of virtue, Fvery eneine
of artifiee and teeror will be used to :sup-
press cuchovictne: hut the filend of man
arel ot Bis eeuntry will dery persceution,
took gmpiisonment, and death, in at-
tompting, by every lawtl and rational
lueans, to push back the gigautic strides of

’.




IxtroprcToRy—COrigin of Despotism, 7

encroaching despotism, more destructive of

happiness than an carthguake or o pesti-
fruce. A country deserves no love, when
it eeases to bew conutry of hberty, Hioan
behns cotistitute 4 conntry, not a soill inoa
certain fetitude ;) and  an attachnient o
hterty is the tracst Jovaley.

It 1> theretore highly eapedient, when-
ever a peuple, free by Jaw and constitution,
appear in the smallest degree to remit their
attentivn to the preservation of freedon, to
arge thent, by the most serious admoni-
tetn o bomediate vesumption of their
vigtiznee, W hile they slumber wad sleeg,
fudicd by the Cureewr enpol corruption, tie
cnens Iy wwakie, and Fusaly waking his n-
stlotts approaches o the ciiadel. Every
inch of ground, they carelessiy x't-lin(lui.\h,
Is caer]y sedzed by thie covelous passessor
of domiion ; the Jove of which, hie the
love ot muney, increases by wceession. Nor
wre there ever wanting numbers of arttul
nien, who stimulate @ weah or a0 wiched
prince i his encroachments s sensible as
they are, that their vwn power wid privie
leoes will be augiented with those of the
prince, whose exciusive fuvour they have
gained by syveophantic urts and by co-ope-
ration o the Sdlacious service of enlarging
his prerogative. The wore the power of
the prince is augmented, the greater will be
the emoliiments, the more brifliant the dis-
tinctions of the courtier. A stur shines
wrile hidher lustre, o riband displays g
Drighiter hae, atitde soothes the car with
sweeter musie, when conterred by amighty
potentate far exulted ahove vulzur conuol,

und who holds bis erown in contempt of

fis peaple. 11 Kings can be once clevated
to the rank of Heaven's vicegerents, how
nmiustadmiring plebeians idolize their choice
favours and their prime favourites ¥ There
is always, theretore, a set of men (to whomn
ponip and vanity are the chiet good) who
are cuntidly endeavouring to add glory
and greatness to the orh o which they
derive their own lustre, Mouns and satel-
lites would shine faintly indeed, unless the
sun of the system glittered with intolerable
cliufgence,  Ifthe sun were shom of its
beams, their native opaquencss would puss
without notice.

Su many advantages do the posses<ors of

power enjoy for its extension, in all coun-
trics where courts have influence, that the
people, however great their aumbers, are
scarcely a mateh for its subtle contrivances,
1s false alarms, its bribes, its spies, its
informers, its constructive treasons, its
military force, its superstitious terrors, in-
vented and diffused by a policy, which
often laughs in secret at the religion which
1t enturces with sulemn hypocrisy. A court
has an opportunity of gratifying, in a thou-
sand different ways, bogh secretly agd

upenly, the most prevalent and violent pas-
sl of human nature. When the mass
ol the people are artully seduced to throw
thewr weight imo the sume scale with the
court, Hiberty i the other must kick the
beans, Whewn the aristocracy of runk and
tiches unite band i hand, to seduce the
people, the delusion may tur a tiine be suc-
cessfud, and advantages may be taken,
during the temporary delirium, to rifle the
castle of Jiborty, to weahen its foundativns,
tu break down its battlements, or to ull its
watchien asleep with u powerful opiate.

It s indeed been said in ancient times,
atd olten repeated, that i the peaple will
be deceived, led thom be decdived 5 bt they
have no choiee, nu chance t escape decepe
tion, unless the truth be fuiely and publicly
oshibited to them, and their minds duly
enlightened. When dust is thrown into
their eyes, more especially gold dust, the
political vphthalimist must honesdy endea.
vour to clear wway the obstruction, It be-
comes every lover of his country, especially
a country like Fngland, where even tho
throne itselt is fixed on liberty as on a
corner stone, to warn his countrvinen of
the dunger, wherever he  dbserves the
smallest encroaclunent on their rights, and
the spirit of the thnes tending but remotely
tu despotism,

It there hie a time, in which the senate
of afree country has declared that the e
flucuce of the crown has increased, is ine
croasing, and ought fo be diminished ; ard
i, instead of @ consequent diminution,
there be an evident inerease of that influ=
ence ; ifaets, like the habeas corpus, highly
favourable to liberty, be saspended without
necessity 5 if unconstitutivnal benevolences
be encouraged ; it places and pensions be
multiplied ; 1f juries be ceusured by great
men tor honest verdicts in favour of free-
dun; i endeavours be made to restrain the
press by sycophuntic associations ; if spies
und intoriners be kept in pay for the pur-
pose of proscculing innocent men whe
espouse the cause of their country ; if the
press be hired to calumniate both liberty
and the people; it wars, neither just nor
neeessary, be undertuken to divert the
public mind fromi demestic reformation ; if
2 party prevail by artifice, who hate the
name of liberty, who are continually eme
ployed in aggrandizing monarchy, arige
tucracy, and in depreciating the people ;
in such a time, and 1n such a conjuncture,
it becomes every honest man, not yet
drawn into the whirlpool of political cor-
ruption, to warn his fellow-citizens against
an encroaching spirit of despolism.

In the following pages, I offer some sug-
gestions on the subject. I have indeed
tew qualifications for the task besides sin~
aerity, an earnest Uesire to promote public
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and private bappiness, and an independ-
devwer of spsnit; Gat these [ eertainly have,
ared profoos toanoontain. Daidiothe sy
[ TER ST TI FIIPEUN RYRSTEUSNY SILIVITE SYS F1 B "JAE TR
Plase a dur v o the Lberty hadod
down o them by thear aneestors, 1 would
tvpire them witho s pervnsny of nond,
whnch shoubl sorn disstnulation; which
shonhl nenher practise the arts of eorrup-
tions, o becvne tho dapes Dam desirons
ot diseredining tiee whole ssstemn ot cortup-
tion, sud ot rensdenne alb el covernn st
fair, it opn, stad hoponrabae, Al po-
serpment, toihed cninamecnry saud gyos-
tice, debnes oo and uyures the
Bapproe-=, winbe it nitinges on the ol
nights ot the peopdes 1washto revive o the
peephs b sense b their winve and eon-
sutationad sogaienee. T omdeavour, i this
besk, to plesd the cause of Muan g finmly
convineed that the Gose of a1y the case
ot Liuo,

foTals

Seeron 1L

Oriental Manners, and the Tdeas imhibed
it Youth, btk in the West oud Fust

Indies, favourable to the Npirit of

Despotism,

'l‘H}C tound s of the fair fahine of li-
berty m Feoope were Lud in
when there was Lut lothe intereonrse, coln-
merend or pohinaly, with the reniote coun-
ties of Asaoaad Mneneas A hardy raee,
theouncennal climatos, with nerves strune
by the northern Blist, though hitle refined
by hnowledoe, folt i an varly aze the sen-
troents of mandy vitae, and spurned the
buseness of slavery. Lunury had not emas-
eolated therr nunds; and they threw off,
with native chetieny, the burden of tingjust
doveneen. Whibe they submitted, with
pracctil aeguieseence, o all lawid aathio-
ruy, established by their own consent, tor
the veneral goad s they preserved a noble
conrcinsness of native dignity, and main-
tuncd aperscnal erandear, a proud indee
peadence, a preatness unindebted to the

inoshid tmour of runk und riches.

In Liter times, the fucility of navieation
amd the improvemenis of seience have
brousht into close connexion the extremes
of the habinbte clobe. The asperity of
nunners which <ometimes diseraced” the
virtues of our torefuthers, has indecd been
softeoed Ly various and constant inter-
course; the manly spint has exchanged fe-
oty for gentleness, and rendered  the
encrgetic character consistent with  the
smible. Tewasw haypy change; for why
shauld mundy virtne wsume w forbidding
aspeet, snd duse the reeommendation of
engugiug nunners, the happiness of loving
and beimg boved, while it commands, by
deserving, cordial reverence? )

But f’;vm the intercourse of England

e

with the Fast and Weet Indies, it is 10 bhe
feared that something of a more servie
cprrit hoes been derhved, thun was known
;sk':nm»xx,' thas-e sl cotablishied the e oo
sqtuibons of burepe, and than would bave
been adopled, or patiently borne, i oages of
virineus ~imphiciy. i

A very munercus part of our countrymen
spend their most suscepiible age, s those
cotntries, where despotic maners remark-
ably prevail, They sre themselves, when
vested with ofiice, treated v the natives
with wn delatrous degree of  reverence,
which teaches them to expect o siomlar
cobnisaion to therr willy ontheir retirn to
their own country,  ‘They have been ae-
custotied to lock up to personaves greatly
their saperiors in rank and niches, with
awe s und to loul down on ticir faferiers in
Jeroperty, widh suprenie conternnt, us shaves
ut their will wnd ministers of theie fnsury,
Fuual Juws and equal bberty at home ap-
pear to them sauey clims of the puorand the
vitlzar, which tend to divest riches uf one of
the greatest chanmes, overbearing dominion,

Mo do indeed Bport corgeous silhks and
luszious sweets from the Indies, but we 1m-
port, at the same time, the spirit of despot-
tom, which adds deformity to the purple
robe, and bitterness to the honed Leverage,

1he vassuls of the fcudal times, it is true,
were abjeet slavess but their shvery was
freedom compured to the slavery ot the
nezro. They wore not driven by the
whip to work in a torrid zone.  They
were not wanted to administer to per-
sonal lusury; for personal lusury did
not exist. But the negro is rendered w
two-legged beast of burden; and loohs up
to the ntant son of his lord, as to o supe-
rior being, whom hie is bound to obey, Low-
ever vicious, whimsical, or eruel the com-
mand,  Cradled in despotism, the young
planter comes 1o Fusiund for education,
and brings with him the early impressions
which u fow years residence m the land of
treedom can seldom obliterate. e returns;
grows rich by the labour ot slaves, over
whom, for the sake of personal sufcty, the
most wrliirary sovernment is exercised, and
then perhaps retires to England to spend
his age und his acquiremients in the eapital,
the seat of pleasure, the theatre of coni-
wercial splendor and courtly magnificence.,
He mixes much in socicty, and inevitably
communicates his ideas, which have now
taken deep rout, on the necessity of keep-
inz the vulgar in a state of depression, and
strengthening the hands of the rich and the
}m\\ critl.  In the virtuous struggles ot the
ower and middle ranks for constitutional
liberty, is it likely that he should join the
contest, on the side of the people? 1s it not
most probable, that he will throw all his
weight, which, cousidering the weight of
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money, is often areat, in opposition to the
popnlar ~ide? A Jong succession of such
reen, persoittly resvectalide, but, from pe-
cubar circunstanees, favenrine ie exten-
sint ot power, and disposed, by halats and
principles suched in with  the mother's
milk, to repel the claims of their inferiors,
mist contritmte greatly to diffuse, in a free
conntry, the spirit of despotisin,

That Oricadal nrumers are unfavourable
to liberty, i, I believe, universally con-
cededs The natives of the Fast Indies
entertain not the idea of  independence,
Thev treat the Europeans, who go among
them to zequire their riches, with u respect
siniler to the abject submission which they
pay to their native despots. Young men,
who in Fngland scarceiy possessed the runk
of the zentry, we waited npon in India,
with more atientive servility than is paid or
required in many courts of Furope. Kings
of Fngland scldom assume the state en-
Juved by an Fast ludia governor, ur even
by subordinate officers.

Fariched at an carly age, the adventurer
returns to Eneland. His property adinits
him 1o the higher cireles of tashionable
lite, e aims at rivalling or exceeding all
the old nobility in the splendor of his muan-
sions, the finery of his curriages, the num-
ber of his liveried train, the profusion of
his table, in every uvumanly indulgence,
which an emipty vanity ean covet, and a tull
purse procure. Such a man, when he looks
from the window of his superb mansion,
and sees the people pass, cunnot endure
the iden, that they are of as much conse-
quence as himself, in the eye of the law;
and that he dares not insult or os:prcss the
untortunate being who rakes his kennel or
sweeps his chimney.  He must wish to in-
crease the power of the rich and great, that
the saucy vulgar may be kept at a due dis-
tance, that they may know their station,
atud subniit their necks to the foot of pride.

The property of such a man will give
him great weight in parliamentary elections,
1le probably purchases a borough. He sides
with the court party on all questions; and
is a great stickler for the extension of pre-
rezative.  In his neighbourhood, and as a
voter for representatives, he uses all Lis in-
terest in supporting such men as are likely
to promote his views of agerandizing the
great, among whom he hopes to be usso-
ciated, and in depressing the little, whom
he despises and shuns. %{a\'ing money suf-
ficient, his present object is a title. This
he knows can only come from the posses-
sors of power, to whom thercfore he pays
such a submission as he has secn puid to
himself in India by oriental slaves. Ilis
whole conduct tends to increase the influ-
ence of riches, from which alone, he is con-
scious, he derives his own importance,

uence? What his learn-
ing  What his beneficence to mankind?
Little, perhaps none. But lis estate is
larze, lus house large, his park large, his
nunors many, his equipaze, on a birth-day,
the most splendid in St, James's-strect.
long-Acre gives him a passport to court
favour.  With a seat in the house, and an
unrivatled epuipage and mansion, he deems
himself justly entitled to be made, in due
time, 4 buronct at least, it not an hereditury
Jawuiver of his country.

Ly a constantly successive influx of such
men frown the eastern climes, furnished
with the means of corruption, and inclined
to promote arbitrary principles of govern-
ment, it cannot be doubted, that much is
contributed to the spirit of despotism. Who
among them would nut add to the mass of
that power and splendor, to possess a lurpe
share of which has been the first abject of a
life =pent in unceasing cares, at the risk of
health, and in a torrid zone ?

And what is left to orpose the spirit of
despotism thus animated 1n its progress by
enormous opulence ? 1s it the virtue of the
hunest country gentleman, who lives on his
estate, possessing nothing and hoping no-
thing from the favour of courts? Is it the
independence of the middle and the lower
ranks, too numerous to be bribed either by
gifts or expeetations 2 Both, it is to he
feared, will be toe slow in their opposition
to the gigantic mouster, it pot too feeble.
They will not ofteu risk their repose in a
dangerous contest with opulence and power,
They staud in awe of the sword and the
law ; which, in bad times, have been equally
used as instruments of injustice. Contented
with the enjoyient of plenty, or the amuse-
ments of rural sports, they sink into a state
of indifference to public affairs, and thus
Ieave the ficld open to those who have no
right tooccupy itatall, muchless exclusively,

Thus the community becomes divided
into two descriptions of men; the corrup-
tors and the indifferent; those who seck
wealth and honours without virtue, and
those who scek only their own case, re-
gardless of the public,

1 his indifference is scarcely less culpalle
than corruption. Tt must be laid aside,
The independent country gentleman, se-
conded by the people, is the character, on
whom Liberty must rely, as on her firmest
supporter, against the incursion of oriental

ride. Let him preserve his independence
w frugality. Let him beware of emulating
either the oriental or occidental upstart, in
expences which he cannot equal, without
diminishing his patrimony and losing his
independence.  Let him cultivate every so-
cial virtue, reside on his estate, and become
gopu]ar by exhibiting superior cxcellence
0

What is his ¢l

th of heart and unﬁerstanding. He will
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then du right to offer himsell a canlidate
it Bis vieasaty for @ seat i the setate; be-
Catine, as & senator, e wid g @ power 1o
gt with oo tazainstthe inereasing we bt
ot cormpt b e, The trnds WHIL PARTY,
the losers ol B and the peaple, 1o not
ubly the neet tavourable o hittiah biappis
Bess, but certainly most comgeniul to the
comstitntion of Fogland, and vught o be
strengthoned by the _il}l'('il"'* “{ all inde-
wadont e, Jovers of peace, hberty, and
!mumu nalnre,

The Tory Anp Juoontfe spinin, under
Gtir e plansible b s, swhaine,and
Bes eneroe bob Diter Al el bave st
Blea of the Boash consbtution, and ol the
valie ot Bhesty, wif oppose i, by cullvat-
Pz peaminess of spian, by atlmnatng the
tattids ut the people, and Ly nisjanng ten
wiih ot tegand o trathy justier, and hde-
peudoner, togethies with a dove of urder uid
of prave, bothinicrual aid eaternal,

Seerion HE
Certain  Clrenmstances v Edueation
which promote the Spirit of Despo-

Piso.

ANY whe bave wmben to hich cleva-

tiotrwd rack or Satune seennto thick
thet 1o matnte has wndercone woread me-
tuspho-rs g that ey are vfned by a
Ruiof chennead provess, sublied Ly the
sttshine of posal B, and serarated
from toe frees, the drossam] the dicgs of
eidinay buumty s that hamanity,  of
whifvthe s of mansiel partihe, and
which, nopatect as it s, Gon ereated,
Thes ~ecin o themeeies valsad tooa pin-
aacle s from whi hothey beheld, with sen-
trnent of welitboronce or contespt, all
two e szed b unteatbored beings of inte-
rior wider, placed i the valey o ministers
ul ther peide, el slves of their uars, o
ehse bigrdens of the eards, and sajrlions
sharers ol cxasienee,

The great eadencar of their Hves, never
Nt!;\h»'\ ed inihie eesenal serviee of g 'h'!_\',
= to Leep the sulgar at distaner, Jest therr
e paeetature should be contasinated
by the foul covugion, Their aflspring
mist be tawghin, e the fest nstatice, th
hnow and rovere, not Gon, not wan, byt
their own ranh i Lite, Fhe nfuis are
searecly suffered to breathe the conmen
air, to feel the comon sun, or o walk on
the common cuth,  Immured o nurseries
! the tine for instruction arrives, they are
thep surrorsided by variety of donrestic
titors. And what is the fisst ohject in
their education ? Is it the inprovement of
their minds, the aequisition of annly senti-
ment, usetil hnowledee, v\]umdccf ideas,
l-wty. philunthropy? Nt it 15 the embel-
tliment of their persuns, an accurate at-
tention to dress, to their teeth, to grace in

{

4

Forms of Education that ptomote Despotism.

dancing, attitude  standing, uprightness,
not the uprightness ol the heart, but the
turmal und unnatural perpendicolarity of a
soldier dnllod oo the parade, It o nmaster
of Jeained langnages and philesophy be ad-
ptied at all, he teeds imscll in fess esti-
miativn with the family than the dancing-
master; und i possessed of the sping,
which the nuture of his studies hus a ten-
dency to inspire, he will soon depart from
a hou-e, where he is considered in the light
ol an upper ~ervant, paid less wages, and
subjected w the caprice of the child, whoim
Lie vugli to eontrol withi the natural aathio-
ity ol suporior wisdom,  To assume over
Lis papil the righits of that natural supes
riotity, would be to uppose the favourite
Weas ot e family, @ that all read pre-
¢minence is Joarded on bisthy porteae, and
cowrt furour.” The first obijeet with the
impi\,'u!u] the Last, the lesson o be got by
wwart, abd 0 be repeated by night wad by
day, by an adequate coneeption of his own
nrtive consequencee, a disposition to extend
the wmtluence of rank and riches, and to de-
press and discotrage the munrad tendeney
of personal merit to rise to distincton by its
ewn elastic toree,

[ the hoy be ullowed 1o o to any school
at all, which s notalways deemed prudent,
beewase schoobs i generad huve o fow ple-
beis who radse themselves there, to some
degree of superiority, by merit only, it is
only to schools, which fahion recommends,
which alound with titled persons,  und
where the expences are so great, asto Keep
inguiious poverty, or even medicerity of
tortune, ata respectiul distance. Here he
i> instrueted to form connesions with his
superiors. The principal pomt is to aequire
the haughty ale of nobility,  Learning and
virtue muy be added, i peradventure they
come vastiv y but the fornation of con-
nesions, awd the assuption ot insolence,
15 twdispensable. To pramote this pur-
posty pocket-money is bestowed on the
pupil with o lavish hand by his purents,
ad all his cousins who  court his fa-
vour. e must shew his consequence,
and Le outdone by no lord of them all, in
the profusion of his expenees, in the variety
of his le.‘;).:lll'tf)’, and, it his great companions
should happen to be vicious, in the enor-
ity of his vice.  Insults and injurics may
be shewn to poor people who attend the
schoul, or live near it, as marks of present
spirit und future heroisin, A little money
miakes a full compensation, and the glorious
action, on one side, and the pusillunimous
dequiescence under ity on the other, evinces
the great doctrine, that the poor are by na-
ture creatures of other wold, enrth-born
perhaps, and made for the pustime of those
who have had the good fortunc to be born
to opulence or title. The masters thems
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selves are to be kept in due order by the
ilhetrious pupils, or a rebelliun may ensue,
Such an event indeed is sometimes devoutly
wished, as it aftords opportunities for em-
bryo keroes W show their prowess and their
noble pride.  Every ebullition ol spirits, as
it is candidly ealied, displaying itself in
insolence or ill-usage of J)c inferioy ranks,
defenceless old nien or women, and the poor
in weneral, is remembered and cherished
with care, as a tlatteriug prognustic ot
futire eminenee in the calinet, the senate,
at the bar, or in the field,  Justice, gene-
rosity, Liumility, wre words iadeed in the
dictionary, and may adorn a declanation;
but insolence, extravazance, and pride,
must mark the condnet of those who are
sent, rether to =support the diznity of native
arandeur by the spiiit of arrogance, thau
10 reck wisdon and virtue with the docility
of modest wd Ingennous disciples. Prue-
tical oppression of interiors is one of the
st clements of aristocrutical education
and the order of Prgs (as they are called)
contributes meeh to tunilinsize the exercise
of future despotism, Mean submissions
prepare the mind, in Us turn, to tyrannize,

Let us now suppose the stripling grown
oo tall tor school, wnl entered at o uni-
versity. The Foglish universities are ad-
mirably well adapted to flatter the pride of
wealth and title,  There s a dress for the
distinetion of the higher erders extremely
plensing toaristoeratieal vanity, I the
world at laree the dress ot all gentlemen is
so similar, that nothing is lett to point out
those who think themselves of a superior
order’; unless ndeed they ride in their
coaches, wud exhibit theie splendid liveries
Liehiid, and armorial ensizns onthe sides;
bat at Oxtord, they never walk the strecty,
on the commonest oeensions, without dis-
} laying their proud pre-eminence by gowns
ot silk and wits of gold.

As noblomen, ar centlemen commaners,
they not unly enjoy the privilege of spicndid
vestments, but of teslecting, it they please,
Loth learning and religion, They are not
reuired, hke vidgar scholars, to attend
rexndarly to the instruction, or to the discis
pline of the colleges; and they ure allowed
i frequent ahsence from daily prayer. They
are thus tanght to believe, that a silken
gown and u velvet cup are substitutes for
Knowledge ; and that the rank of centle-
men conunoners dispenses with the neces-
sty of that devotion which others ure com-
pelled to profess in the college chapels.
High privileses these! and they usually
Al those who enjov them with thut attach-
ment to runk, which leads directly to the
spirit of despotism.  They are flattered in
the seats of wisdom, where science and
liberality are supposed to dwell, with an
idea of some inhgrent virtue in mere rauk,

TN

independently of merit; and after having
learned a lesson so pleasing to self-love and
idleness, they go ont into the world with
confidence, tullv resolved 1o practise the
pruud theuries they have tnbibed, and 1o
demand respeet without endoavouring w
deserve it.

Without public or private virtue, wnd
without even the desire of it; without
knowledgze, and without even a thirst
for it; muany of them, on leaving  cal-
lege, enlist under the bamners of the
minister tor the time being, or in a sels
interested opposition to him, and Luldly
stand forth caudidates to represent boroughs
aund counties, on the strength of aristy-
cratical influence.  Though thev appear o
ask favours of the people, they pay no
respeet to the people, but rely on nuk,
riches; and powesful connextons. Ever in-
clined to fuvour and promote the old | rin-
ciples of Jucubitism, Torvism, and unlimited
prevogative, they hope to be rewarded by
places, pensions, titles T and then o tranple
on the wrotehos by whose venal votes they
ruse to eminence,

The deus acquired  and chenished ot
school and at the university ave confirmed
in the world by association with persons of
a o stmilar tarn, with Orteatal alveniners,
with pensioners and canrtiers, with all who,
sunk n the fiivoliy of o dissipated, vain,
and useless life, are glad to Anda suece-
dunewm for every real virtae, in the pri-
vileges of titalur hononr, i splendid equi-
page, in lusarious tables, i nagiificeny
houses, in all that gives distinetion without
merit, and notoriety withowr exeellenee.
Thewr number and thelr inflience inerease
by anunion of stinitar views and prineiples;
antd o tormidable phalanx is tornd wgadnst
those liberties, tor which the most virtwons
part of munkind have lived and Q-0 Tnder
the auspices of amiltitndes, thus comrupted
and united, s vot o be wond red, that
the spirit of despotism shonld increase,
Despotiem s dudeed an o Adaie plant;
but, bronzht over by those who have Jong
lived in Ada, and nursed in a hot-huuee
with iddfutigable care, it is fonnd 0 vege-
tuate, bloot, atd baar fruit, even in our
cold, ungenial elinute,

It might then be worthy a wise lugiclator
to retorm the modes of edacation, te eaplode
the cffeminacy of private and enporticinl
nartare, to promote an cqunlity of rank i
schools and wiiversities, and to sufler, in
the immature ace, no other distinctions
than those, which may be adiudged by
apave i virtuous instructors, 1o di -
ciished improvement, exemplary conluet,
cendness of heart, and a regurd to the
happiness of inferiors.

The constitution of England iy founded
on liberty, and the people ure warnily ate
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tached to liberty ; then why is it ever in
danger, and why is a constant stru le
necessary to preserre it uninfringed 7 Many
causes combine, and perhaps nope is more
operative, tha a corrupt education, in
which pride is nourished at the tenderest
period, and the possession or expectation of
wealth and civil honours is tacitly repre-
sented, even in the schools of virtue, as
mrcrscding the necessity of persoual ex-
cellence.
Sgeron IV,

Corruption of Manners has a natural
Tendency to promote the Spirit of
Drspotism.

“Il”i.\' man ceases to vencrale virtue

in himsel, he soun loses all sense
of moral beauty in the human species. His
taste becotnes gross; and he leurns to con-
sider all that iv gued and great, as the illu-
stonr of sinple minds, the unsubstantial
phantom of 4 young imagination.  Fatreme
selfishness s hicruling principle, and he is
fur from scrupudons in tollowing its dictates,

Luxury, vanny, avarice, arce his character-

isties,  Ambition indeed tahes its turn ; ver,

not that noble amb:tion, which seeks praise
and honours by deserving thens, but the

Yow spirit of intrigue and cunning, which

t ‘aches to secure high appointiments, titular

distinctions, or whatever else can flatter

avarice amd pride, by petty stratagem, un-
muanly cump‘mnce, the violation of truth
and consistency, and at last the saciitice of

a country’y interest amd safety,

In nations enriched by commerce, and
among famities loaded with opulence by the
svarice of thew foretuthers, the mere wan-
tonness of unbounded plenty will occasion
a corruption of manners, dangerous to all
that renders society happy, but favourable
trthe despotie prineiple. Pleasure of the
meanest kind will be the first and the Jast
pursuit.  Splendor, external show, the os-
tntation of riches, will be deemed objeets
ol prime consequence. A Court will be the
macc of exhibition ; not of great weriis,

i of fine garments, graceful attitudes, and
gudy equipnges, every Irivoluus distine-
tion, which boldly clatins the notice due to
¥ rtue, and assumes the dignity which pub-

services ought solely to appropriate.

The mind of man, sull wanting, in the
midst of external abundance, an ohject in
faturity; and satiated cven to lothing with
the contimul banquet of plenty, longs to
adkdl titular honours, or official nnportance,
to the possession of smperfluons property,
But these, it they mean auy thing, ate
naturally the rewards of virtuons and use-
fal exertion s and such evertion is incomm-
patible with the habitwal indolence, the
ignorance, the diesipaton, the vice of
cyorbitant wealth, gained only by mean

Corruption 8f Manners prowotes Despotism.

avarice, amnd expended in  enjoyments
that degrade, while they cuervate. Men,
distinguished Ly riches only, possess
not, amidst all their acquirements, the
proper price that should purchase civil dis-
tinctivns, if they were disposed of only
to merit. There they are bankrupts. They
have no clating on society ; for their pur-
poscs have been selfish, and their conduct
injurious: yet the di-tinctions must be
obtained, or they sicken in the midst of
health, and starve, though surrounded with
plenty. Hew then shall'they be obtuined 2
They must be bought with money; but
how bought?  Not direetly, not in the
market-place, nut at public sale.  But i3
there a borough hitherto anti-ninisterial,
and tu cunvert which from the error of its
ways, 4 very expensive election must be
envaged in? The wmbiticus aspirant at
honours s ready with his pure. By
money he trhumphs over opposition, and
adds the weizht of his wealths to ministerial
preponderanee. He aesists others in the
satme noble and generous serviees of Lis
comntry. Though ecovetons, he perseveres,
regardless of expence, wnd at Jast richly
merits, from his patron, the glittering
bauble which linng on hizh, and led him
paticutly throush those durk and dirty
paths which tenninate in the temple of
prostitted honour. s brifliant success
excites others to tread in his steps with
cager emutition ; and though many fail of
the glorivus prize, yet all contribute, in the
selfish parsuit, to increase and o difiuze
the spirit of despotism.

Men destitute of personal merit, awd un-
reconmmended by the plea of public serviees,
cau never obtain dlustrivus honours, where
the people possess a due share of power,
where liherty tlourishes, unblizhted by cor-
ruption ; aud theretore such men will ever
be apposed to the people, and determined
enemies to Diberty.  The atmorphere of
liberty s tau pure and defecated for their
Tungs to inhade.  Gentles and other vermin
can exist only in filth and putretacton,
Such animals, if they possessed reason,
woulld theretore entdeavour to contaminate
every healthy climate, to destroy the vital
salubrity of the liberal air, and diffiuse cor-
ruption with  systematiz industry.  Are
there net polisical phanomena, which
woukd almost justify a belief in the existence
ot such animals in the human form; and iy
not mankind interested, as they value their
health, in impeding the progress o infee-
tious pollution ?

Corruption dees not operate, i the in-
crevise of the despatie spirit, on the hichest
onders only, aod the a-pirants at poiitical
distinetion and consequence, hutalso on the
crowded ranhs of commercial life, In a
great and rich nation, an inunense quantity




Abkorrence of Despotism and Love of Liberty consistent with Order.

and variety of articles is ever wanted to
supply the army and the uavy. No cus-
tomers are so valuable as the public.  The
pay 1s surc and liberal, the demand enor-
mous, and a very scrupulous vigilance
against fraud and extortion seldom main-
tatned with rigid uaiformity.  Happy the
mercantile men who can procure a contract!
The hope of jc will cause an obsoquious ac-
quiescence in the measures of the ruling
minister.,  But it happens that such ac-
quiescence, in such men, is peculiarly dan-
gerous, in & commerciad country, to the
cause of freedom.  The mercantile orders
constitute corporate budies, rich, powertul,
influential;  they therefore have great
weight in elections.  Juries sre chiefly
chusen from mercantile life. In state trials,
ministers are anxious to obtain verdicts
favourable to their retention of emolument
aud place. I the hope of cuntracts aud
other doncears should ever overcome the
sanctity of oaths, in an age when religion
has lost much ot its intluence, then will the
firmest pilfar of frecdom be undermined,
and courts of justice become mere registers
of ministerial edicts.  Thus both senatorial
aud judicial proceedings will be vitiated by
the same means ; and L1sERTY lefi to deplore
a declining cause, while conrvprion laughs
fr9m a Lord Mayor's cuach, as she rides in
triumph to Court, to present, on her knecs,
the address of sycophaney,

When the public mind is so debanched
as to consider titles and money as the chief
good of man, weighed with which honesty
and conscience are but as dust in the
balance, can it be supposcd that a due re-
verence will be paid to the obsolete parch-
ments of a megna charta, to bills of rights,
or to revolutions which banished the prin-
ciples of the Stuarts, together with their
families, which broke their despotism in
peces  together with their sceptres, and
trampled their ‘pride under foot with their
crowns and robes of purple? The preva-
lence of corruption can cajl back to life the
race of Jacobdes and Lorics, and place on
the throne of liberty, an imaginary Stuart,
It was not the person, but the principles
which rendered the old family detestubile to
a people who deserved liberty, Lecause they
dared to claim it. The revival uf those
principles might render a successor, though
crawned by Liberty herself, equally detestable.

To avoid such principles, the corruptivn
that infallibly leads to them must be re-
pelled. The people should be tinctured
with philozophy and religion; and learn,
under their divine instruction, not to con-
sider titular distinction and cnornous
riches as the chict good, and indispensably
requisite to the happiness of lite. A noble
8pirit of personal virwse should be encou-

raged in the rising race. They should be
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taught to seek and find resources in them-
selves, in an honest independence, in the
possession of knowledge, in conscious in-
tegrity, in manliness of sentiment, in con-
templation and study, in every thing which
adds vigour to the nerves of the mind, and
teaches it to deem all honours disgraceful,
and all profits vile, which accrue, as the re-
ward of base compliance,and of a dastard'y
desertion from the upright standard of truth,
the unspotted banner o?juslice.

Skcrion V.

An Ablorrence of Despotismand an ar-
dent Love of Liberty perfietly eone
sistent with Order and Tranguillity;
and the natural Consequence of wc'l’L
informed Understandings and benevo-
lent Dispositions.

'I‘H()SE who are possessed of exorbitant

power, who pant for its extension, and
tremble at the apprehension of losing it,
are always sufficicndy arthul to dwell with
emphasis, on the evils of licentiousness ;
under which opprobrious uame, they wish
to stigmatize Liberty. They deseribe the
harrors of anarchy and confusion, in the
blackest colours; and boldly affirm that
they are the necessary conscquences of en-
trusting the people with power.  Indceed,
they hardly condescend to recognize the
ides of @ Peorrr; but whenever they speak
of the mass of the community, denominate
them the mob, the rabble, or the swinish
multitude.  Language is at 4 Joss for ap-
pellatives signilicant of their contempt for
those who are undistinguished by wealth
or titles, and is,obligcj to cuntent itself
with such words as reptiles, scum, dregs,
or the many-headed monster,

Mai, that noble animal, formed with
powers cupable of the sublimest virtues,
possessed of reason, and tremulously alive
to cvery finer fecling, is degraded by bis
fellow man, when drest in a little brief au-
thority, tu a rank below that of the brasts
of the field ; for the beasts of the ficld are
not treated with epithets of contumely, but
regarded with a degree of estcem. The
woud grandee views the horses in his sta-

le and the dogs in his kennel with affec-

tion, pampers them with food, lodges them
in habitations not only commodious but
luaurious, and at the same time despises
his fellow-creatures, scarcely fed, wretched-
Iy clothed, and barely sheltered in the
ncighbouring cottage.  And if this fellow-
creature dares to reinonstrate, his complaint
is contumacy and sedition, and his endeaw
vour to meliorate his own state and that of
his peers, by the most lawful means, down-
right treason and rebellion.

Villanous oppression on one hand, and
R the other, contem;éible submission ! 1
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such soquicscence, under the most infqui-
tts inequality ; surh wretchedness, withunt
the privsh-;;v of corplaing, 1!;“ prace, the
veder, and the traepibliny o depetiomy
ther peoee, erler, aond toee caline clregne
ther aud Lot the curse sad
foane of tunan ptare. Welsame,  n
ecomnparton, all the feade) animesttios, and
revi Gtions attribured ou see of {reedom
fir they are svmptoms of fif ol roboes
Yoo 1h wlnle tie repose oF despritist s the
diatar-s ol @ palsy. Lo e
pro-teg bitey wath alints sty c e
dappedttinent, s to Lo pretereed to the
fenre of deatly, the silines o desslaion,
Bt b odeny bt a dove o bBbeitw, or oo
state of hiberty, 1s o pecossly proeduacan e
o mgunous o tatad disorder. §prenppose
that the mids o0 the k»*u;.ic, even the
boast ot wl the Iu.r;va, are Cnly enlivhiencd;
that the savacrness of cooss donoraner s
ittt by catnere g by tatenltre which
2 welbregubued stizes s ti
feenton vy every putteher of the peiond
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people, as on those who, Ly no merlt of
their own, inherit wealth and high station !
Heaven has declured its will by its acts,
Mun contravenes it ; but tiime, and the pro-
sre-sive mprovement of the understanding,
waill teduce the apomaly to its nataral ree-
utude, And if a few irregularities should
sometimes arise in the process, thcx are of
no hmportance, when  weighed with the
Lappy result ;) the rerurn of distorted sys-
teins to truth, to reason, and the will of
Gud.  Occarinnul ferments, with all their
forouveniences, are infinitely preferable to
the prtrescenee of stagnation, They are
svmproms of heabth and vigour § and though
they ey be uttended with transient patn,
3 ie they continte to appear at inter-
vals, re 15 no dunzer of mortification.
G hearts, accompanied with goed under-
standings, scldom  produce, even where
i a, fasting evile They repair und
cutipensitte, ’

But 1 repeat, that the people should be
enfizhtened, in every rank, the highest as
well us the Jowest, to render them capable
ot perteet iberty, without danger of those
evils which jts enemies ure always asserting
to be is nuavoiduble consequences. The
vilzae must be instructed not merely in the
arts which tend to the aequisition, increasce,
il prescrvation of meney, but in a gene-
tois philovanhy. They mast be liberalized.
Thes st early learn to view human life
and seciety in their just light 3 to eonsider
theme elves us eseential parts of a whole, the
intearity of which is desirable to every com-
ponent wember. Their taste will improve
with their understanding 5 and they will see
the heauty of order, while they are con-
vineed ot it wtifity. Thus principled by
virtue, and illuininated  with knowledge,
they vl enverly return, after every devia-
tien, which even o warmth of virtue may
cansey 1o regalar ohedience, and to wll the
funeions of eltizens ; valuing the public
peace and prosperity, bocanse they under-
stand clearly that the public happiness is
intin ely econtbined witlh their uwn.  ‘They
1wy intrnge fawe, frow the impertection of
their nature § but they will return to their
obedionee witheut furce 5 having been con-
vinved that ne laws are made, but such as
are necessary to their weil-heing in soeiety.
They will constder Laws, not as chains and
fetters, but as helmets and shields tor their
protection.  The light of the understanding
will correct the eecentricities of the heart;
anrh Wl deviutions, however rapid at their
commencenent, will be short in estent and
transitory i ditration.

Such would be the effect of enlightent
the people with political knowledge,
enlarging their minds by pure philosophy.
But what say the despots ! Like the tyran-
nical sun o{y Philip, wheq he reprimanded
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Aristotle fur publishing his discoveries,
they whisper tu their myrmidons, * Let u.
dittuse darkness round the ladt Let the
people be kepr in a brutal siate. Lot
their conduct, when asscinbded, Te rivtous
and drrationad as igboranee and owr sples
can ke ity that they may be broushit mio
discredit, and decmu{unm for the munage-
ment of their own affidrs,  Let power he
resdered dangerous in their hands, that it
may centinue uiinolested in our own. Lot
them pot taste the fruit of the
knowledge, lest they become as we ure, and
learn to know good and evil,”

That such are the sentiments of s men
who wish for the extension of royulism
and the depression of the people, is evident
from the uncasine:s they bave shewn ut
all benevolent atteinpts w difiuse know-
ledge amony tiie pour. They bave expressed,
i terms of anger and morttication, their
dislike of sunday schocls,  The very news-
papers which they have enzuged in the
service of falschood und torvism, have cn-
deavoured to discountenance, by malignant
paragraphs, the prozress of those patriotic
mstitutions,  Neribblers of books and pam-
philets, in the sume vile cause, hve -
mated their apprehensions that the pour
niay learn to read political books in learning
to read their Bible; and diat the reading
of political bucks must unavoidably produce
discontent, A wretched compliment to the
cause which they mean to defend ! ft is im-
possible nut o mter from their appreficn-
slunis, that as wen increase inunderstaniding
and knowledze, they must sec reason 1o
disapprove the systemns established.,  These
wen breathe the very spirit of despotism,
and wish o communicate it.  But their
conduct, in this instance, is an argunient
agatust the spirit whicl: they endeavour to
dittuse.  Their conduct scems to say, The
spirit of despotisin is su unreasunable, that
it can never be approved by the mass of the
people, when their reason is sutfered to
receive its proper cultivativn. Their conduct
scems to say, Let there be light, and the de-
furmity of despotism will create ubhorrence,

Be the consequence what it may, let the
lizht of knowledge be diftfused umong ull
who partake of reason; and let us remem-
Ler that itwas tHe Loru Gop Avyiciry
who first said; LET THURE BE LIGHT.

Skcriox VL
Ou the Veaality of the Press under the
Influence of the despotic Spirit, and
tts Effects in diffusing that Spirit.
HE “most succussful, as well as the
most insidious mode of abolishing an

" ® Zxorigor, axorigow, Darken your doctrines,
said the despot Alexander to the great philoso-
pher.

tree of
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institution which favours liberty, and, fr
that reasen, wlarms the jealousy of en-
creaching power, is to leave the form un-
touchad, aud gradually o annihilate e
essence. Fhe voracions worm euts out the
heenel completely, while the busk eontinues
tar to the eye, mnd appaently entire. The
gardener would crush the inseet, if it com-
mehced the attack on the esternal tegu-
ment: but it carries un the work of destrue-
tin with etheacy and satety, while it corrodes
the unseen traig, and spaves the outside shell,

The Liberty of the Press in Euglund is
nut openly miringed, It is our happiness
and our glory, Nu nun or set of men,
whitever be theis power ar their wishes,
dares to vielate this sacred privilege. But
i the heathen mythology we fcarn, that
when Jupiter himsolf could nut foree certain
obstucles by his thunder-bolt, he found an
casy adimission, in the shape of a golden
shuwer.

Intimeswhenthe Jacobitienl, Tory, selfish,
and despatic principles rear their heads, and
think oppurtunities favour their cfiorts for
revival, the Press isbought up as a powerful
crgine of oppression. The Peuple must be
deceived, or die despots have o chance to
prevail in the dissendination of doetrines,
unnaturad, kopsensicad, and injurivus W the
righits of human nature. The only channet
through which the knowledge of what it
most imports thein to know, neat to niora-
lity und religion, devolves upan the mass of
tie community, 1s a unewspaper.  This
channel must theretore be sccured.  The
peoplc’s money must be emploved to pollate
the waters of truth, to divert their course,
and, it occasion require, to stop them with
dame, locks, and floodgates, The Press, that
grawd batlery, erected Ly the people to de-
fend the eitad Lot Liberty, must be turned
against it.  Pamphlets are transient, and
confined in their operation.  Nothing will
salisfy the zeal of the assailant, but the di-
urnal Papers of intelligence.  They keep
up a daily attack, and reach every part of
the assaulted edifice

Newspapers, thus bought with the peo-
ple's money, for the purpose of deceiving
the people, ure, in the next place, circulatec
with all the industry of zealous partisans,
and all the success that must aitend the
full exerton of ministeria} influcnee. Pub-
lic houses in great towns are frequently the
property of overgrown traders, who supply
thein with the comumodities they vend';
and who dictate the choice of the papers,
which they shall purchase for the perusal
of their customers. Whoover frequents
such houses, ruled as thuy are by petty
despots, must swallow the false politics,
together with the adulterated beveraze, of
the lordly manufacturer. A distress for
reut, or an arrest for debt, might follow
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the rash choice of & paper favourable
truth, justice, and bumauity,  1f any con-
wersation should arie atnong the custatens,
friendly to Lberty, in consequence of perusinz
an anterdiwted prnt ot this ki, the hee e
of the house nught bean dsnger, and an ho-
nest tradestnan with his fanily turned outorf
dours to starve. Spies are sent to his house,
o mix with the guests, that in the mowent
of conviviul extutaration, when prudence
shfqns, sote incautious ('1»nunrn_l on the
newspaper may be seized and earried 1o the
sgent of despotism, wha, hke the tizer,
thirsting for human blowd, hes watehing
for his prey in the covert of vhscunty.
The host, thetefore, for the suke of safety,
gladly rejects all papers of intelizenee,
which are free to speak the truth, und
becomes a nseful stoumsent, in the hands
of selfish placemen, in the dissemination off
doctrines subversive of bberty, and there-
fore of the constitution which is founded
tpotl it as 4 corner stone. ]

No fur as such venal ppers are diffused,
under intluence thus arbitrary, the Liberty
of the Press iv, in effect, destroved. It is
made toserve the purposes of stavery, by
propagating pl’ih(‘i]l?es nufuvourable to the
peaple’s rights, by palliating public ubises,
varmishing ministeral miscouduet, und con-
cealing facts in which the people are most
deeply interested. Puerhaps there is nothing
which contributes s much to diffuse the
spirit of despatism as venal newspapers,
lired by the possessors of power, for the
purpose of defending and prolonging their
ru«'srssmu.

The more ignorant classes
wye g wonderful propensity to Le credu-
ous in all that they see in print, and will
obstinately continue to believe u newspaper,
to which they have been accustomed, even
when notorious fucts give it the lie. They
konow little of history, nothing ot philoso-
phy, and adopt their political ideas from the
daily lectures of a paper established solely
ts gain their favour o one party, the party
possessed of present poawer ; zealous for its
extension and prolongation, and naturally
desirous of preventing all scrupulous en-
quiry into its abuse.  Such means, so used,
certiinly serve the cause of persens in
office, and gratify avarice and pride ; but it
is a service which, while it promotes the
sordid views of a few judividuals, militates
against the spirit of constitutivnal freedom,
It is a vile cause, which cannot be nmuain-
tainced to the security amd satistaction of
those who wish to maintain it, without re-
cour<e 1o daily fulsehood, and the cowardly
conceabuent  of | conscipus  malversation.
Honest purposes love th~ licht of truth,
and court scrutiny ; because the more thev
are kpown, the more they must be ho-
noured.  The friends of liberty and wman
are jusgly alarmed, vhenever they sce the

Venality of the Press consequent upon Despotisn.

Press pre-occupied by power, and every
artifice tsed to poison the sources of pubhic
intlhizence,

In cvery frec conntry, the people, who
pav all expences, chim a right to know
the true stute of public aftuirs,  The only
mcans of acquiring that knowledge, within
reach of the multitude, is the Press; and it
vight o supply them with all important
informution, which may be divulged with-
out hetraying intended measures, the ac-
complishment of which would be frustrated
by communmication to a public enemy.
The very papers themselves, which com-
municate intelligence, pay a tax above the
intrinsic value of the work and materials,
o the support of the vovernment: and the
stamp, which vouches for the payment,
ought, at the same thue, it any regard
were paid to justice and honour, to be un
anthentic testimony that government uses
nu arts of deception in the intelligence
attorded.

Bat let any one review, if it be not too
nauseous an emplovment, the prints which
ut’ late yeurs have been notoriously in the
pay of ministerial agency. There he will
see the grossest attempts to impose on the
public credulity,  He will sce the existence
of known fuets, when they miltiate against
the credit of a ministry, doubted or denied ;
doubttul victories extolled bevond all re-
semblance to truth; and defeats, in the
highest degree disgraceful and injurious,
artfully extenuated.  All who have had
opportanities of receiving true intelligence,
after some great and unfortunate sction,
have been ustoniched at the cffrontery
which hus diminished the number of lives
lust to a sum so small, as contradicts the
evident conelusions of common sense, and
betrays the features of falsehood at the first
a;»Ycumncc. All who have been able to

Judge of the privileges of Fnglishmen, and

the rights of human nature, have seen
with abhorrence, doctrines boldly breached
and sophistically defended, which strike at
once at the Fnglish constitution, and the
happiness of mun in society, They have
seen this done by those who pretended an
almost exclusive regard to law, order, and
relizion ; themselves grossly violating all
of them, while they are reviling others
for the supposed violatien, in the bitterest
language which rancowr, stimulated by
pride and avarice, can utter,

When great ministers, possessed of a
thousand means of patronizing and re-
warding obsequious instrumments of their
ambition, are willing to corrupt, there will
never be wanting needy, unprincipled, and
aspiring persons to receive the infection.
But can men be really great, really honour-
ahle—can they be patriots and philanthro-
pists——can they be zealous and sincere
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friends to law, order, and religion, who
thus hesitate not to break down all the
tences of honour, truth, and integrity ;
and render their adminiatration of affairs
more similar o the jusgling trichs of
confederate sharpers, thun to the grave,
ingenuous conduct of statesmen, renowned
for their wisdom and revered for their
virtue? Do nen thus exalted, whose con-
duct is a maodel, awd whose upinion s
oraculir, mean o teach @ great uation
that conscienee is but a name, and honour
a phantom? No bouks of those inno-
vators, whom they persecate, coutribute to
diseredit the system, which these men
support, so much as their own sinister
meusures of self-defence.

There is litle hope of preventing the
eorruption of the dwrnal Papers by uny
remonstrance addressed to men, whoe, en-
trenched behind wealth and power, scora
to yicld at the summons of reason.  There
may be more hope in appealing tu the
readers and cncouragers of such papers.
Do they wish to be deceived 7 Is it p}(':\s;mt
to be misled hy partial, mutiluted, and
distorted marratives? Is it manly to become
voluntary dupes ! Or is it honourable, is it
honest, to co-operate with uny men, fur
any purposes, in duping others?  Noj let
the Press, however it may be perverted
by private persons, tothe injury of suciety,
be preserved by the public, by men high
oftice, the guardians of every valuable in-
stitution, as an instrament of good to the
community, as the support of truth, as the
lamp of knowledge.

Though the Liberty of the Press should
be preserved, yet let it be remembered,
that the corruption of the I'ress, by high
and overbearing influence, will be almost
45 pernicious to a free country as its de-
struction,  An  imprimatur on the Press
would spread an alarm which would im-
mediately remove the restraint; but the
corruption of the Press may insinuate itself
unperceived, till the spirit of Despotism,
promoted by it, shall at last connive at, or
even consent to, its total ubolition,

Secrioy VII

The fashionable Invectives ayainst Phi-
losoply and Reason, a Proof of the

Spirit of Despotism.
ERSONS who owe all their pre-
eminence to the merit of their fore-
fathers, or to casual events, which con-
stitute good fortune, are usually desirous
of fixing a standard of dignity, very dif-
ferent from real worth, and spare no pains
to depreciate personal excellence; all such
excellence as 1s, in fact, the most honour-
able, because it cannot evist without
talents or virtues. Birth and riches,
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fashion and rank, are in their estimation
infinitely more honoursble and valuable
than all the penetrating sagacity and won-
derful science of & Newton,  Such persons
value Newton more as o knizht than as
a philosuplier ; more for the title bestowed
upon him by Queen Anne, than the enduw-
ment given him by Gon, and improved
by his own meritorions exertion,

Upon this principle, nmany men i our
times, who wish to extend und aggrandize
that Pow kg, from whose arbitrary bounty
they derive all the honour they ure cu-
pable of acyuiring, endeavour to throw
contempt on Puitosorny,  Jtinay indeed
be doubted, whether they all know the
meaning of the word; but they know it
implies a merit not derived frum prinees,
and therefore they wish to degrade it. Their
fountain of hunonr, they coneeive, has no
resemblanee, in its nature or etlicacy, to
the fumed fountains off Pamassus: it con-
veys no inspiration, except that which dis-
plays itself in the tumour of pride.

‘The present age has heard upstart noble-
men give to philosophers (whose genius
and discoveries entitle them 1o rank, in
Rewson's table of precedency, above every
nubleman in the Ited Book tie upprobrious
appellatdon of wretches and miscreauts,
Philosophy and  philosophers have been
mentivned, by men whose attainments
would only qualify them fur distinetion in
a ball-rcom, with expressions of hatred aud
contempt duc only to thieves, muarderers,
the very outcasts and refuse of humun
nature,

The mind 19 naturally led to investigate
the cance of such virulence, and to ask how
has Philosopliy merited this usage from the
tonguc of factitious grandeur,  The resent-
ment expressed against Philosophy s ex-
pressed with a peevishness and acrimony
that proves it 1o proceed from the sense of
a sore place. How has pride heen so se-
verely Lurt Ly Philosophy ? It has been
exposed, laid open to th eve of mankind
in all its nakedness,  Philosophy has held
the scales, and rejected the coin that wanted
weight,  P'hilocophy has applied the touch-
stone, and thrown away the counterfeit,
Hence the spirit of Despotism is incensed
agginst Philosophy; sz if proclamations
or cannon-halls could destroy her, her per-
dition would be inevitable and eternal,
Folly exclaims aloud, * Let there be no
light to detect my paint und tinsel” But
huppily, the command of Follv, however
imperial her tone, is not the fiat of Omni-
potence.  Philosophy therefore will survive
the anathema ; und, standing on the rock
of truth, laugh at the artillery of confede-
rated despots,

When she deserts truth, she no longer
deserves to be called Phijosophy : it
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must be owned, that whon she hus attucked
Religion, she bas justly lost her reputation.
But here it is weil worthy of temark, that
those who now most Literdy revile her
gave theraselves hitle convern mlanit her,
il she descended to Polee . Nheomizht
bave continued 0 argue agaist 1w
and nany of her present oppuscrs would
have juined in her ery withe alaerity s bat
the mament she enterad oithe holy mound
of politics, the ignorant grandes shinbleied
at the pmfd.llali(,u. and o Ay, Philosu-
phy,” was the word of alarin,
hilosophy, so fur trom deserving con-
tewpt, 1y the glory of lnuman natere Man
wppreaches by eontonplation 1o what we
eniiceive of celestial purey and exeelience.

Without the aid of Philosophy, the miss of

mankiud, all over the torgueous zlobe,
woukd have sunk in slavery and supersti-
tioty, the natural consequencs= of groms g
norance. Men ut the very hottom of
socicty, have been enablad by the natarad
talents ")Cy possessend, atconded by fivour-
uble opportunittics, to reach the Lachest -
rovemcnts e phitosopby 5 and bave thos
rif'lcd up s relt in the valiey, which has
exposed the weakpess and defaniny ot the
custle on the mouniin, trom whetls the
appressurs sallied, i the nizit of dok-
ness, and spread desolation wath bopunity.
Despots, the meanest, the basest, the ot
brutal and ienorant of the hunan race,
would have trampled on tie nizhits and the
happiness of men unresisted, Philosophy
not opened the eyes of the sufierurs,
shewn them their own power and dignity,
and taught them o despire those ghants ot
power, as they appeurcd theoush the wists
of ignorance, who ruled a4 vassal worid
with 4 mace of iron. Libeity is the danghter
of Philusopliy; aml they who dutest the
ofbspring, do all that they cun to vility und
iscountenance the motlier.

But et us calimly consider what is the
shjeet of this Philosupliy, so tormidable in
the eyes of those who are bigoted to
ancient sbuses, who hute every hnprove-
ment, and who wish 1o subject the many
to the control of an wbitrary tew,  Philo-
sophiy is ever empioyed i finding cut what-
everisGoan, :m\I whatever Tre e, She darts

t eagle eye over all the busy world, de-
tects error and saischiel, and points out

of improvement.  In the multiform

sale of human athirs, cver ohnorious o
yand abuse, it is her's tu meditute on

the weans of meliaion, She vishes to
demolish nothing hat what is a nuisance.
To build, to rejuir, to strengthen, and to
polish, these are the worhs which she de-
ts to plan; and i conecrting the best
wethods of dirceting their sccomplishment,
sha consumes the midaight oil.  How can
she distutb Quman aflairs, since she dwells

i contemplation, and descends not to ac-
tion 2 ngither does she bmpel othiers to ae-
thott b_\’ the arts of dedusive uim;ucncc. S
appitts to Beson alvoe ;s and it Reason e
not cumsineed, all that she bas done, s
sweptway, i the web of Arachue,

Lot it i~ mdern phiosoply, aud 17eack
phslo-ophy, which gives such uinbrage to
the lovers of old crrors, sud the favourers
of sheulule Jower; just as it Philosophy
were nntbde by time or place. Philoso-

phy, Iy which ©omean the nvestigation of

e cood and tiaey on all subjects, ds the
sainr, Jihe e sun, whether 1t shines i
Chite or Perue Trathand goud are eter-
tal wn b innnutable; wnd therefore Phi-
Jowphy, which is solely  attached  to
thiose, is still cne and the sume, whether
wnctent or moderny in England or i
Frunee,

Ltis Sophisiry, and not Philosophy, which
i~ justly reprobated; and there has at ull
tines been wore sophistry displayed by the
syouphant doferders ot despotisig, thun by
tie driends to liberty, Fugland has cver
alwinled with sophists, when the high pre-
rozative notions, Toryisn, and Jucobitizm,
and the sorvile prinviples which tlow from
e Tine requined the suppurt of elo-
e peey cthier wiittenor oral Bestdes oar
wo ey Fedemers, we have bid an urmy of
i thousand nercenary  speakers wd
wriiers, whiose nanes are as hule remein-
Leced ws their venad productions. Such
nien, contending sgainst the light of na-
tre, wind common sense, huve been obliged
t ek sucenur of suphistry. Theirs is the
philooptis, tudsely so called, which descrves
reprobation, They have had recourse to v g-
Lostiy, to puscde and perplex the plabiest
pointsy hey buve seducad the reader from
the direet road of commion sense, to delude
i nagination in the fuiry land of meta-
phers they have fine-spun their arguients
toadegree of tennity neither tangible nor
visible, that they mizht excite the awe
which s ulways felt for the dwcomprehon-
s:fle by the ignorant; and, at the same
time, clude the refutation of the learned
ambthe wise: they have wequired a Tubri-
citv, which, like the cel, enables them to
slip fram the grasp of the captor, whom
they could not have escaped, by the fair
excrticn of muscular vigour. Animated
with the hope of reward from that pow kr
which they lubour to extend, they have,
like guod scrvants to their masters, be-
stowed art and labour in proportion to the
weakness of their cause : they have assum-
edin air of wisdom 10 imposc on the mul-
tiltnle, and uttered the Janguage of knavery
aud folly with the grave confidence of an
oracle. It is not necessary to cross the
Channel in order to find Sophistry deck-
ing herself, like the ass in the skin of the
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lion, with the venerable name of Philiso-
phy.

As we value a free Uress, or wiszh to pre-
serve a due esteem for rentus und «cienee,
let us ever be on onr zuard, when we har
GREAT MEN, possessing neither genius ner
scienee, rail against Philosophy.  Let ue re.
member, that it was a Romaua tyrant, in the
dechine of all hunian excellence, (when Pro-
vidence permitted such "monsters 1o shew
the world the deformity of despatism, ; who
wished to eatinguish the licht of louruics
by abolishine the tinest
cenits,  There are men, 0 recent tines,
who display adl the propensiies ot a Cal-
aula; e it the People's care that thiey never
pussess his vower.,

Seerron VIIL

Of Loyalty, and certain misteken
Ideas of it

THR mass of the community, on whom

the urts of defusion are chictly prae-
tised by politicians, are scldom accurate in
the use ot words: and among others which
they misunderstand, and are led, by the
satellites of despotism, to misapply, is the
terny, Loyahy,

Lovalty meuns, in its true sense, a firm
and faithtul adherenee to the law and con-
stitution ot the comuunity of which we are
members, It monarchy be g part of that
constitution, it certainly means a firm and
faithful avachment to the person of the
monurch, as well as 10 the monarchical
form, and ull the other branches of the <vs-
tenn 14 §s nearly svnonymons with fideli-
tv; but s fidelity may be actuated solely
hv prineiples of duty, lovalty ceems, i its
commen acceptation, to include in it also u
sentiment ot atfection,  Jiis the obadiones
ot love, and wnticipates compulsion. it is
a sentiment, which all geod men witl feel,
when they live under a cond government
honestly administered. )

Bur mark the disingeniity of men in-
rrllc(l by high-church, high tory, or juco-
Aatical princtples. They would limit this
Liberal * comprehensive  principle,  which
takes in the whole of’ the constitution, and
therclure tends 1o the conservation of it all,
inits full integrity; they would limit it o
the person of fhe monarch, to that part of
the whole, which favours, in their opinion,
their own purposes, and the extension of
power and prerozative, the largesses of
which thev hope to share in reward for
their sycophantic zeal, their slavish, seliish,
pertidious adulation.

‘They represent this contined lovahty as o

religious duty, partaking the natere of

divine worship, They set up an ido!, and
command all men, upon their duty, to
adore jt.  The people arg ot entitled even

productions  of

1

to attention Ly the propagators of this m-
human, sati-christian idolatry,

let us consider a moment the mischief
this artifice has in former thines occasioned
to our country.  Itattached great numbers
to the tamily of the Stuarts, after they had
torfeited wll right to the crown; to the per-
sons of the Stuarte, and for a long period,
harassed the lawtul king aud the people of
thix nution with wars, alarims, seditions, and
treasons,  Tory  zealots shed their blood
freely on the ipulse of this unreasonable
loyalty, which disregarded  the  ruling
powers of their country estublished by law;
and, in promoting the interest of a dispove
sessed individual, constdered a whole peo-
ple, either as a non-entity, or as worthy to
be saerificed for onk man. Such men, act.
Ing in consisteney with their principles of
fulse loxalty, would have drenched their
country in bloud to restore an exiled Nero,
of the true bred, royal family,

Narrow Lovalty, like this, which is but
anuther mune for Bigotry, must cver be
inimical 1o a monarch limited by laws,
wishinz to govern by them, and owing his
seat on his throne to a revolution, to the
expulsion of o pre-occupant, and the refusal
of'a pretender’s elabim. [t must ever keep
alivee o dauht of his title. It it assume
the appearance of uffection for him, it may
be suspected as the kiss of Judas, 1f 1t
should seduee him to extend kis power be-
vond the constitutional limits, it would
Jead bim 1o destroction, amd  involve a
people iu all the misery of revolutionary
diserder.  Is, then, such Joyalty a public
virtue?  Tn cunning men it is but mean
servility enGeavouring to ingratiate itself
with the prince, for honours and cmolu-
wents, i the simple ones, it is silly su-
wrstition.  In both, it is iyurious to the
tinz of a free country and o the cunstitu-
tivn. It confines that atiention to one
brangdg which ought duly 1o be distributed
amek¥s aLL, and to comprehend, in its
attachnent, that wmain root and stoch, from
which all the branches grow, the PEOTLE AT
LiRGE.

Nevertheless, such is the cubtle policy of
those who wre actuated by the vprinciples ot
Tories, Jurobites, Ruyalists, Despots, (call
them by which nume vou please,) that they
continue to represent every spirited effort in
favour of the people’s rights, as erizimnating
in disloyalty,  The best friends to the con-
stitution in its purity, and therefore the best
friends to the limited monarch, are held
cut, holt to poblic and-w royal detestation,
v disaffected 1o the person of the prince.
Eeery stratazent is used to delude the com-
mon and unthinking part of the people into
a belief, that their only way of displaying
loyalty is to display a8 most servile oiu—
quiouspess o the thggge, snd 1o oppese




every popular measure.  The procurers of
addresses couch them in the most unmanl{y
13, ¢ of submissiun, and  appreach
with a degree of prostration of sentitaent,
worthier tor Le receraud by the great moznl
or the Chinese emperur, than the cluet
magisirate of a free people. 'Uxe carpo-
sers and prexonters ol snch testhnonies L_)!'
Joyulty, boping for knighthood at least, it
nut some more splendid or substantial effect
of royal gratinde, exhaust the linguage of
all sts synonsious terins to express their
ahject servitity, Yei, atier all, of sucha
pature is thar lovalty, that, it a Stuart ora
Robespierre were the possessor of power,
thetr mean and holow professions of attach-
ment would be eguadly wrdent and impor-
tunate.  Che powers that by ure the powers
whirh they worshup. ‘The proffer of their
lives and fortunes s the conmon saerilice.
But to dist:naneh thewr Joyalty, they wonlid
go farther tion the wdidressers of the foolich
and putortunate Jaones, and present thor
very souls to b disposed ot by their earthly
Derty, knowing 12 to b aosale oblitton.

As grear respeet is due 1o the othee ot the
supreme maghtrate, o also v great affees
tion due 1o his persony while he conducts
Biimseli’ with propriety, wnl consalts the
happiness of the people. The most de-
eorons languaze shonld be wsed to him, the
snost respeetul beinviour preserved to-
wards hung everv made adopted of shewing
him provts of Jove and honour, on this side
sdodutry.  Arduouws 15 his tack, though
bonourable. [t should be swectened by
every uode which troe sid sineere loyalty
can devise, 1 owonld nher esveed than
fall short of the deterence due 1o the oflice
amd the man. But 1 will not pay a lunited
monarch, at the head of @ free people, o
Hba comphment, as to treat him as if he
wore a despot, ruling over o hand of slaves.
T cannat adopt the spirit of despotisin in a
Jand of Liberty ; and { nust reprobagie that
fabve, selfish, adniutery Lovalty, sehich,
rerking nothing but it own base emds of
avarice or anbition, and feeling no real at-
taclunent vither 1o the person or the iice
of the king, contributes nevertheless to dit-
fuse by s example, a servile, abjert tem-
per, highly prometve of the despotic spirit.

But the ministers of stute have some-
times presumed so far on present posses-
son ol power, as 1o atterpt to make the
people believe that a dovalty is due o them;

that an oppotition tu their will, is a proof of

defecuve Juyalty; a remonstrance against
their  weasures, o mark of disaflection,
They have nor been vusuecosstul. The
servite herds whoe come forwand o public
e, solely to b bought up, whon marhet-
able, are. for the most part, niore inclined
“to worship the mumnister than the munarch,
Whike it is the priest who divides awmong
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the sacrificers the flesh of the victim,
many sttend with devotion at the sacrifice,
who are more desirous of propitiating the
priest than the Duity, There are many
who, if" they had it in their power, would
mahe 1L coustructive treason Lo censure any
minister whose continuanee in  place is
neeessary 1o realize their prospects of
riches and titular distinction.  Such men
wander up and down society as spies, and
murk thuse who blame the minister, as
persons to be suspected of disloyalty. They
ustally fix on them some nickname, in
order to depreciate their characters in the
eyes of the people, and prevent them from
ever rising to such o degree of public
esteem as might render them comypetitors
for ministerial donceurs.  Associativns are
formed by such nen, under pretence of
patriotism and Jovalty, but with no vther
yeal desizn, than that of keeping the minis-
ter in pﬁucv, whom they hope to find a
bountitul paymaster of thelr services, at the
public eapencee. .

True Lovaity has no connexion with all
this meanness and seitishness, True loyualty
is manly while obedient, and respects itselt,
wihnle 1t pays a voluntary and cheerful de-
ference to authority, and the persons in-
vested with it. Jt throws sordid consi-
derations aside, and having nothing in view
but the general good, bears an aftection,
and shews that affection, to the whole of a
system established for the preservation of
order und hberty, It is not misguided by
pompous names, nor blinded by the glitter
ol external parade; but values oflices and
otficers in the state, for the good they ac-
tually promote, for the impertant functions
they pertunin, fur the efficient place they
fill in the fincly-constituted machine of a
well-regulated community,

Such Loyaly, T believe, does abound in
Englul, notwithstanding the calumnics of
interested men, who would misrepresent
and ery down all real patriotism, that their
own counterieit may obtain currency. Men
who pussess such loyalty will be found the
best friends to kings; 1f ever those times
should return, which are said to aftord the
truest test of triendship, the times of adver-
sity.

May those times never come! But yet
let us cherish the true Loyalty and explode
the fulse; because the true is the best
security to limited monarchy and consti-
tutional fiberty : while the false, by diffus-
ing a spirit ot despotism, equally nimical
to the constitutivnand to humai happiness,
s destroyiog the Jegal lunitations, under-
mining the established systems, and in-
trodueing manners and principles at once
degrading to human nature, and pregoant
with misery tu nations.



Ercesses weed by Despotism to cxiend its Power.

Szcrion IX

On taking advantage of Popular Com-
motions, accidental Excesses, and
- foreign Revolutions, to extend Pre-
rogative and Power, and encroach on
the Liberties of the People.
THE riots in Londoff, which, to the dis.
grace of magistracy, and the boasted
vigilance of ministers, (richly paid as they
are, to guard the public safety,) arrived from
conteruptible beginnings to a formidable
magnitude in the year 1780, huve been
oonsidered by courtiers, and those who are
continually labouring to exalt prerogative at
the expence of liberty, as extremely favour-
able to their purpose. They caused an uni-
versal panic. The cowardice, folly, and
perhaps wickedness of certain public func-
tionaries, were the true cause of the exten-
sive mischief; but the excesses of a few
most wretched rioters, who scarcely knew
what they were doing; children, women,
and drunken persons, were attributed to the
PropLe. Arguments were drawn from the
event against popular characters, popular
baoks, popular assemblies, and in favour of
military coercion. Military associations in
the capital were enconraged, and the bank
of England became a barrack. Liberty has
few votaries in comparison with Property.
The alarm was artfully encreased, and the
;}Pirit of despotism grew under its operation.
he Tory and Jacobite party exulted over
the ruins, and would have rejuiced in build-
iug a Bastille with the dilapidations. « See,”
said they, as they triumphed over the scene,
“ the effccts of pewer in the hands of the
Prorre!”

But the truth is, the people, the grand
mass of the community, were not at all
concerned in eHecting the mischief; for I
cannot oelf 4 fortuitous assemblage of boys,
beggars, women, and drunkards, the people.
The first irregularitics might have been sup-
pressed by the slightest exertions of mani‘_y
spirit.  But thuse who were possessed of
efficient places and their emoluments, en-
Joying the sweets of office without suffering
a sense of its duties to embitter them, dis-

layed no spirit, and left it to be fairly in-
crred that they had it not. The people at
large were not to be blamed for these un-
fortunate events; the whole of the culpa-
bility belonged to the appointed ministers
of the law, in whom the people trusted and
were deceived. The blame, however, was
laid on the people; and those who, from
their arbitrary principles, wished to discredit
all popular interference in government, re-
Joiced at the calamity, as an auspicious
event, confirming all their theories and
Justifying their practice.

_ The artful encroachers on liberty were

not deceived in calculating the effects re-
sulting from this total dereliction of duty on
the part of the civil magistrate. Almost
immediately a damp was cast on the gene-
rous ardour, which, under a Wyvill, &
Richmond, a Portland, and s Pitt, was
seeking the salvation of the country, in a
well-timed and deliberate reform of the
House of Communs, A few, indeed, re-
mained equally zealous in the virtuous
cause ; but the minds of the many were
palsied by the panic, and seemed ready to
acquiesce under every corruption attended
with tranquiliity, rather than ri-k a reform
which, they were taught to believe, could
not be effected without popular commotion.
Toryism saw the change with delight, and
emJ)loyed all its influence in augmenting
and continuing the political torpor.

In a few years the public mind seemed to
have relinquished its intentions of effecting
a speedy reform. It seemed to adopt the
physician's maxim, Malum bene*  positum
ne moveto ; and hesitated to undertake the
removal of a Jocal pain, lest it should throw
the morbid matter over the whole habit,
The fear of exciting a general inflammation
prevented men fiom probing and cleaning
the inveterate ulcer. In the mean time,
the sorc is growing worse, and if not
stepped in its progress, must terminate 1n
a mortification.

Thus important and extensive were the
consequences of a popular tumult, dangere
ous indeed and terrible in itself, but artfully
exaggerated and abused by interested cour-
tiers, for the prevention of parliamentary
reform, and the discredit of all popular pro-
ceedings. When any appeal to the people
was in agitation, on any business whatever,
it was suflicient to say, “ Remember the
rivts,” and the intended measure was im-
inediately relinquished. A glorious opper~
tunity for the growth of despotic opinions 1
The  high-church and high-government
bigots rejoiced as if they had gained a com-
plete victory. They already sang Te Deum,

But in the midst of their trmmphs, as
human affairs are seldom long stationary,
the French revolution commenced. Every
honest and cnlightened mind exulted at it
but the news was like a death-bell to the
ears of the sycophants. So large, so power-
ful a part of Europe emancipated from the
fangs of despotism, blasted all the budding
hopes of those who were rather meditatin
the establishment than the dewvlition o
absolute rule. Aristocragieal pride was
mortified. Every sullen sentiment, every
angry passion, rose in the disappointed
bosomn of that ambition, which seeks its
own elevation on the depression of the
people. Butliberty and humanity sympa~

 * Though this evil Il)l maium mald positum,
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thized in the joy of millions restored to the
rights which God and Nature gave them;
and which had been ually stolen from

them hy the spirit of cspoti.sm, acting, for
snutual aid, in alliance with supenstition.

But the morning which rosc so beautifully
in the politiesl horisoa of France was soon
overclouded.  The passions of leaders, jea-
lous of euch other, menaced from within
and from without, hunted by surrounding
enemices till they were driven to phrenzy,
burst torth in tremendous fury.  Cruelties,
which cven despots might shudder to perpe-
trate, were the effects of a situation ren-
dered dungerous in the extreme, and almost
desperate, by the ral attack of all
neighbouring nations. ‘The friends of li-
berty und humanity wept; but the factors
of dexpotism trium once more. “lere,”
said they, “ we have avother instance of
the unfitve:s of the people for the posses-
sion of power, and the mischievous effects
of excessive fiberty,”  Fvery art which in-
genunty can practise, and tufluence assist in
M8 operation, was exerted to abuse and
vilify the French revolution.  Associativns
were tormed to disseminate childich books,
favoursng the spirit of despotism, addressed
to the mcanest of the peaple, who yet had
1o much sense to be seduced by senti-
ments, doctrines, and language calculated
only for the meridian of the nursery,  Pro-
wsecutions z2id persecutions abounded ; and
it becumne sedition to hint the propriety of
parliwmentary reformation. ‘The alurmists,
as they were called, were <0 unsuceesstul in

opagating the old tory tenets, under the
favourable infuence of the panic of real
danger, and the detestation which French
oxecutions had justly eccasioned, that some
of the staunchest friends of the people, men
trought into the country ut the revolution,
owing all their hunours and emoluments to
i, and litherto protessed and  realous
whigs, deserted the standard of liberty, and
took distinguished posts under the banners
of the eneny.

The spirit of despotism now went forth
with greater confidence thua it hud ever
assumed since the expulsion of the Stuarts,
Its mivocates no longer sculked ; no lenger
walked in masquerade. They boasted of
their principles, and pretended that they
alune were friends to law, order, and reh-
ghin.  They talked of the Jaws of England
vot belug severe enough for the punishment
of seditiun, and boldly expressed a wish that
the luws of Scotland might be adopted in
their plice. Active promoters of parlia-
mentary reform were now accused of
treasonable intentions by the very persons
who were once loudest in their 1nvectives
against the corruption,of the,House of Com-
mons.  Newspapers were hired to calum-
giate the best friends of freedom. Writers

Eaxcenses used by Despotiom to extend its Power.

appeared in various modes, commending
the oid government of France ; and pouring
the most virulent abuse on ail who pro-
moted or defended its abelition. Priests
who panted for preferment preached despo-
tism in their pulpits, and garretteers who
hungered after places or pensions, racked
their invention to propagate its spirit by
their pamphlets. Fear in the well-meaning,
sef-interest in the knavish, and systematic
subtilty in the great party of tories, caused
a general uproar in favour of prineiples and
practices hostile to constitutioual liberty.

It is, however, the nature of all violent
aroxysms to be of transient daration. The
riends of man may therefore hope that
panic fears, servile sycophantism, and art«
tul bigotry, will not Jong prevail over cool
reason and liberal philanthropy. The drun-
ken delirinm will pass off; and sober sense
will soon see and acknowledge, that the
accidental evils which have arisen in a
neighbouring nation, during a singular
struggle for%iherry, can he no arguments
in favour of despotisn, which is a constang

evil of the most destructive nature, The
body in bigh and robust health is most
subject to the heat of an inflammatory fe-
ver; but no mau in his senses will there
fore ccase to wish for high and robust health.

Semsible men, and true friends to the
constitution, and therefore to the king, who
forms so considerable a part of it, will be
on their guard against false alarms excited
by courtiers ; lest in the fear of some future
evil, from popular commotion, they lay
aside that everwaking vigilance which is
necessary to guard the good in possession,
their constitutional liberty, from the secret
depredution of the artfu] spoiler, who is ale
wivs on the watch to encroach on populag
rights and privileges.

Riots, tumults, und popular commotions,
are indeed truly dreadful, and to be avoided
with the utmost rare hy the lovers of li-
berty. Peace, good order, and security to
all ranks, are the natural fruits of a free
constitution.  True patriots will e careful
to discourage every thing which tends to
destroy them ; not only because whatever
tends to destroy them tends to destroy all
human happiness, but also because even an
accidentsl outrage in popular assemblies
and proceedings, is used by the artful to
discredit the cause of liberty. By the ut-
most attention to preserving the publie
peace, true patriots will defeat the malicious
designs of servile courtiers ; but, whatevee
may happen, they will not desert the cause
of human nature. Through a dread of lie
centiousness, they will not forsake the
standard of liberty. Itis the part of fools
to fall upon Scyla in striving to avoid Chaw
rybdis. Who but a fool would wish -
restore the perpetual despotism of the gld
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French government, d!mum dread of the
transient outrages of a tsian tumule?
Both are despotic while they last.  But the
former is a torrent that flows for ever; the
latter cnly a land flood, that covers the
meadows to-day, and disappears on the
mMOIrrow,

Dr. Price has a passage so applicable to
the present subiject, that I shall beg leave
to close this section by the citation of it:
and on the mention of his name, I must
pay a tritling tribute to his memory, which
15 the more necessury, as his churacter has
been scandalously aspersed by those who
are ever busy in discrediting the people and
their friends, and who, pretending u love of
guotiness and relizion, blacken with their
foulest caluminy those who ure singularly
remarkable for bath, for no other reason
than that, under the influence of goodness
and religion, such persons esponse the cause
of freedom, and prefer the happiness of
millions to the pomp und pride of o few
aspirunts at unlimited domimion.  Meek,
gentle, and humane ; acute, eluguent, and
profoundly skitled in politics and philuso-
phys tahe him tur all and all, the qualities
of his heart, with the ubilities of” his head,
and vou miay runk Price amoeng the tirsy
ornaments of his wue. Let his enemies
produce trom all their boasted despots and
despotical Satraps, any one of his cuntens-
porarics whom, i the manner of Plutarch,
they may place by his side as a parallel.
Posterity witl do him the justice of which
the proud bave robbed him, and snateh
him from the calumniators, (o place bim in
the temple of personal honour, high amung
the benetuetors to the huiman race,

But [ rewurn from the digression, iuto
which I wuas led by an honest ndizua-
1on azainst the vilest of calumuies against
st of men. These are the words of
Dr. P'rice :

 Licentiousness and despotism are more
nearly wlied than is commonly imagined.
They are, both alike inconsitent with li-
berty, and the true end of government; nor
is there any other ditference beiween them,
than that vne is the ficentiousness of GREAT
MEN, and the other the licentiousness of
dittle men ; or that by oue, the persons and
property ot a people are subject to outrage
and invasion from a king, or a lawless body
of grandees ; and that by the other, they
are subject tu the like outrage from a law-
less mob. In avoiding one of these evils,
mankind have often run into the other. But
all  well-constituted governments guurd
equally against both. 1ndeed, of the two,
the last is, on several accounts, the least to
be dreaded, and has done the least mis-
chief, It may truly be said, if lcentious-
siess has destroyed its thousands, despotism
has destroyed its millions, The former

having little power, AXD No 8YSTEN To S8UP-
PORT 1T, necessarily finds its own remedy 3
and a people soon get out of the tumult
and anarchy attending it, Buta despotism,
wearing a form of government, and being
armed with its force, is an evil not to be
conquered without dreadful struggles, It
goes on from age to age, debasing the hu.
man faculies, leveling all distinctions, and
preving on the rights and blessings of so-
ciety, 1t deserves to be added, that ina
state disturbed by licentiousness, there is
an axiMaTiaN which is favourable to the
human mind, and puts it upon exerting its
powers; but in a state habituated 10 despo-
tism, all is still and torpid. A dark and
savage tyrunny stitles every cflort of ge-
nius, and the mind loses all its spirit and
dignity.”

Heaven grant, that in guarding azainst a
fever, we tall not intu a palsy!

Seerioxn X.
When Human Life is held cheap, it is
a Symptom of a prevailing Spirit of
Despotisin,

YHERLE is nothing which 1 can so re~
luctantly pardon in the grEAT oNES Of
this world, as the little value they entertain
for the life of a man.  Property, i seized
or lost, muy be restored 5 and without pro-
perty, man may enjoy 4 thowsand delight-
tul pleasures of existenve,  The sun shines
as warmly on the poor as on the vich ; and
the gale of health brewhes its bulsam into
the cottuge casement on the heath, no less
swretly and salubriously than into the por-
tals of the pulace.  But can the lords of
this world, who are s¢ lavish of the lives of
their interiors, with ail their bou-ted power,
give the cold heart to beat again, or relume
the jight of the eye once dimmed by the
shades of death? Accursed despots, shew
me vour anthonty for taking awav that
which ye never gave, and cannot give; for
unduing the work of God, and extinguish-
ing the lamp of Iite which was illuminated
with a ray from heaven ! Where is your
charter to privilege murder? You do the
work of Satan, who was a destrover; and
your right, i’ you possess any, must have
originated from the father of mischief and
misery.

There is nothing so precious as the life
of a man. A philosopher of antiquity, who
possessed not the relngion of philanthropy,
who knew not that mian camc from hea~
ven, and is to return thither; who never
heard the doctrine authenticated, that man
is favoured with a communication of the
divine pature by the holy Spirit of Gon;
yet, under all these disadvantages, maj -
tained that, komo est res sacra, that every
HUMAN CREATURE 18 CONSECRATED, 0
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Gon, and therefore inviokible by his fellow
man, without profanation. All the gold of
Ophir, all the gems of Goleonda, cannot
buy & single life, nor pay fur its loss. It is
above ali orice.

Yet take a view of the world, and you
will immediately be led to conclude, that
scarcely any thing is viler than humau fifc.
Crimes which have very little moral evil, if
any, and which therefore cannot incur the
vengeance of a just and mercitul Deity, are

misherd with death at a human tribunal,

mean state crimes; such actions, conduet,
speeches, as are made crimes by despots,
Lut sre unt recognized as such in the decu-
logue; such as may prorecd from the
purest and most virtious prinrl"lv. from
1he most enlarged benevolence, from wis-
dom aud unaffected patriotism ; such as
procecd from mere warnmth of temper,
neither intending nor accomplishing any
mischief; the mere effects of error, as
innocent too in its mnsc-«xncnm as its ori-
gin. But the desput is offended or fright-
ened ; tor guilt trembles at the least alarm,
and nothing but the blood of the accused
can explate the offence. ‘

Yetnumerous as are the innocent victims
of the tribunal, where to offend the state s
the greatestabomination that man can com-
mit, they are lost and disappear when com-
pared to the myriads sacriticed to the
demon ol war.  Despotismi delizhts in war.
Ttisits clement.  As the bull knows, by
instinet, that his strength is in his horns,
and the cagle trusts in bis talons ; o the
despot feels bis puissance most, when sur-
rounded by his soldiery arrayed for battle,
With the sword in his hand, and his arl-
Yery uround him, he rejoices in his might,
and gleries in s greatness. Blood must
mark his path 5 wnd his triumph is incom-
plete, ull death and destruction stalk over
the land, the harbingers of his triumphant
cavaleade.

We hear much of necessary wars; but
itis cortainly true, that a resl, shsolute,
unavoidable necessity for war, such as alune
<an render it just, has seldom occurred in
the history of man.  The pride, the wanton
cruclty of absolute princes, caring nuthing
for human life, have in all ages, without
the least necessity, involved the world in
war; and therefore it is the common cause
of all mankind to abolish absolute power;
and to discourage, by every lawful means,
the spirit that leads 40 any degree of it. No
individual, however good, is fit to be trusted
with so dangerous a deposit. His ness
may be corrupted by the magnitude of the
trust; and it is the nature of power, un-
controlied by fear or law, to vitiate the best
dispositions. He who would have shud-
dered to spill a drop of blood, in a hLostile
Contest,ss a private man, sball deluge whole

provinces, as an absolute prince, and laugh
over the subjugated plains which he has
fertilized with humau gore.

What are the chief considerations with
such men, previously to going to war, and
atits conclusion? Evidently the expence
of monry. Little is said or thought of the
lives lost, or devoted to be lost, except as
matters of pecuniary value.  Humanity,
indetd, weeps i silence and solitude, in
the scquestercd shade of private life; but
is u single tear shed in courts, and camps,
and cabinets? When men high in com-
mand, men of fortune and tamily, fall,
their deeds are blazoned, and they figure in
history ; but who save the poor widow and
the orphan enguire after the very names of
the rank and file? There they lie, a mass
of human flesh, not so much regretted by
the despots as the horses they rode, or the
arms they bore.  While ships often go down
to the bottom, struck by the iron thunder-
bolts of war, and not a life is saved ; the
national loss Is estimated by the despot,
azcording to the weight of metal wasted,
and the magnitude and expence of the
wooden castle.

Ploratur lachrymis amissa pecunia veris !

Juv,

Gob, we read, made man in his own
image ; and our Saviour taught us that he
was the heir of immortality. Gop made
no distinction of persons; but behold a
being, born to a sceptre, though a poor,
puny, shivering mortal like the rest, pre-
sumes to sell, and let vut for hire, these
images of God, to do the work ot butchers,
in any cause, and for any paymaster, on
any number of unoffending fellow-creatures,
whu are standing up in delence of their
hearths, their altars, their wives, their chif-
dren, and their hbertv,  Great numbers of
men trained to the trade ot human butchery
are constantly ready to be let to hire, to
carry on the work of despotism, and to sup-
port, by the mouney they earn in this hellish
emplovment, the lusurious vices of the
wretch who calls them his property.  Can
that state of human affuirs be right and
proper, which permits a miscreant, scarcely
worthy the name of a man, sunk in effe-
minacy, the slave of vice, often the most
abominable kind of vice, ignorant and illi-
terate, debilitated with disease, weak in
body as in mind, to have such dominion of
hundreds of thousands, his superiors by
nature, as to let them out for pay, to murde;
the innocent stranger in cold blood ? :

Though, in free countries and limited
monarchies, such atrocious vi]lainy is never
rmitted, yet it becomes the friends of
berty and humabity to be on their guard
against the prevalence of any opinions and
practices which depreciate man, as man,
and vilify human life. None can tell to
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what enormous depravity small concessions
may lead; when the horror of crimes is
gradually softened by the wicked arts of

d_intriguers, idolizing grandeur and
tmmglmg on poverty.

What shall we think of the practice of
whatis called crimpING ? Is it to be aliowed
in 8 free country? Are not men bought,
inveigled, or forced by it, as i they were
cattle, beasts of the field or the furest, and
capable of becoming the property of the

urchaser or the captor? If a nation should
hold with patience such a practice in-
creasing and encouraged by the great, would
there not be reason to suspect, that it had
lost the spirit of freedom, and was preparing
to submit its neck to the yoke of de~potism?
Is not an impressed sailor or a ki(rnapped
soldier one of the images of Gon? Is he not
entitled to all the rights of nature, and the
society of which he is a member? Does
poverty disfranchize a man, rob him of his
rights, and reader his lire a commodity to
be bought and sold, or thrown away, at the
will of a rich mian, who is enabled to take
advantage of his want, and add to the
misfortunc of indigence the curse of slavery?
Are a few picces of silver to be allowed,
by cennivance, if not by legal permission,
as the price of blood, when poverty, but
not the will, consents to the sale?

Even it soxiNG were ever to become a
spectacle patronized by princes, and encou-
vaged by a people, there would be reason
to fear lest MAN, 4s MaN, bad Jost his value;
{est life were estiniated of hitle price; and
lest the spirit of despotism weie gradually
insinuating itself into the community.
There would be reasun to fear lest times,
like those of the latter Roman emperors,
were returning, and that men might be
kept like wild beasts, to be broughit on the
stage and fight for public diversion, and to
be murdered for the evening's amusement
of fashionable lords and ladies, at an opera-
house.

The dignity of human nature, in despo-
tical countries, is treated as a burlesque.
A man is less dignified than a pampered
horse, and his life infinitely less valued.
But in a lund of liberty, like ours, every
man should learn to venerate himself and
his neighbour, as a noble creature, depen-
dent only on God, on reason, on law. Life,
under such circumstances, is a pearl of
great price. Every human being, under
such circumstances, is of equal value in the
sight of Gop. They, therefore, who, in
consequence of civil elevation, hold any
man's life cheap and vile, unless he has
forfeited his rights by enormous crimes,
are guilty of rebellion against Gop, and

ht to be hunted out of society; as the
wolf, once the native of Engi}::ti's forests,
was exterminated from the island
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Szerion XL

Indifference of the middile and lower

Classes of the Prorus to public é{-

fairs, highly favowrable to the Enu-

croackments of the Tory Principle,

and therefore to the Spirit of %e-

spotism.

"J'HE opinion, that the majority of the

PEOPLE have no concernin political dis-
quisitions, is at once insulting and injuri-
ous. They who maintain it, evidendy
mean to make a separation in the minds of
men, between the government and the
nation. It is insulting to the nation, as it
insinuates that they are either incupuble or
unworthy of interfering ; and it is injurious
to the government aud the whole com-
munity, as it renders that power, which
ought to be an object of luve an oliject of
terror and jealousy.

Such an upinion is fit only for a rountry
subject to absolute power, and in which the
rop\e, considered only as conquered slaves,

wid their lives and all their enjuyments at
the will of the conqueror,  As it uriginates
i despotic principles, sv it tends to produce
and diffuse them.

As to the intellectual abilities of the
people, it is certain that some of the ablest
statesmien, lawgivers, und men of business,
have originated trom that order which is
called plebeian,  There is a singular vigour
ot mind, as well as of hudy, in men who
have been placed out of thereach of luxury
and corruption by their poor or obscure
condition ; and when this vigour of mind
has been improved by a competent educa-
tion, and suk)acquent opportunities of ex-
perience and observation, it has led to very
hizh degrees of mental excelience,  Ple-
buians have arrived at the very first rank
in all arts and sciences; and there is
nothing in politics so peculiarly abstruse or
recondite, as to be incomprehensible by in-
tellects that have penctrated into the pro-
foundest depths of philusophy.

As to the right of the people to think,
let him who denies it, deny at the same
time their right to breathe. They can no
more avoid thinking than breathing. Gop
formed them to do both ; and though states-
men often act as if they wished to oppose
the will of the Deity, yet happily they want
the power, And since men must think, is
it possible to prevent them from_thinking
of the government? upon the right con-
duct of which depend their liberty, their
property, and their lives. It is their duty
to watch over the possessors of power, lest
they should be prevented, by the encroach-
ing nature of power, from leaving to their
posterity that freedom which they inherit-
ed: a natural right, preserved from the



ressor’s infringement by the blood of
mr virtuous ancestors,

But such is the effect of political artifice,
under the management of court sycophants,
that the middle ranks of people are taugin
to believe, that they ought noet to trouble
themeelves with aflairs ot «tate,  They are
taught to think Umt 2 certain set of men
come into the world like demigods, pos-
sesred of nght, power, and intllectual
abilities, to rule the earth, as Gob rules the
universe, withuutcontrol. They are taught
W believe that free inguiry and manly re-
munstrance are the vin ol sethtion. They
are taught to believe, that they are to
labour by the sweat of ther brow to get
woney for the tases o and when they have
paid then, to zo to work azan for wore, W
pay the nest demand without w murmur,
Their chibdren may starve: they may be
obliged 1o shut out the hhit of heaven, and
the common air which the beasts on the
wiste enjoy ; they may be prevented frum
purchasiig the means of anificial Lizht in
the absence of natural: they may be dis-
abled from procorimg w draught of whole-
some and rofreshug beverge ufter the
day's Tubour whu b bas raisad the money to
pay the tan: they mav nat be able o buy
the matorals tor cleanliness of their per-
sons, when detiled by the s falwar ) ver
they 1nust aequivsee i twtal silence, They
must rewd i ulm\u.\mu» papers or pamphlets,
ated they nnist not utter a complaing, at the
house where tiey are compeiled to go tor
sefreshinens, whivh the Ly prevents them
frot cojoyingat lieme with l&n’n‘ hittle ones,
Yet they bave neibing o do wih public
affuirs s and o they shew the least tondeney
Lo IGUITY uf apposition, they satier i donble
Yum\hmmt, nrat, from their lordly Jand-

ord and cmploser aml secordly, from pro-
secutiut for tuthudence and sedition,

The degul punishinents anending the
cxpn'wiun ol diseontent, by wiiy overi-act,
are so severe, and the dleorounded terrors
of them so arthilly  disseminated,  that
rather than dncur the least danger, they
submit in stleace e the hardest oppression,

LEven the middle ranks are teeritied into
3 e and sdent acquiescence,  They
lcurbu t constder polities as a dangerous
subject, But o be touched without Luzard
of liberty or life. They srink therctore
from the subject.  They will neither read
mor converse upon it.  They pay their con-
tribution 1o a war, and take a minister's
word that it is just and necessary,  Better
part with a lutle money patiently, since

t with it we must, say they, than by

anng to ivestigate the causes or conduct
of Eubhc measures, risk a prison or a gibbet,

Ureat and vpulent landholders often ex-
¢rcise a despotiam in their petty dominions,
which stifles the voice of truth, and blinds

Indifference to public Affairs favourable to Despotiam.

the cyc of inquiry. 1i tenants utter &
sentiment in public, adverse to the courtly
opinions of the great man, who is

up to a minister 0r 8 douceur for himself,
his sons, his natural sons, ot his nephews,
or cousits, the beneficial lease will not be
renewed at ity expiration,  What has suchr
a fellow 1o do with politics? Fine times,
indeed, when rustics dare to have an opi-
niun on the possibililty of avoiding a war,
which a minister has declared unavoidable §
A thousand mudes of harassing and em-
barrassing the subordinate neighbour, who
dares think for himself, are practised hy
the slavish rich man, who, poswsessing
enough to maintain a thousand poor fami-
lies, 15 yet grecdily grasping at a place or a
pensiot: of, it he be too opulent o thiuk
of such addition, which is seldom the care,
sull views with cager eyeand panting heart,
at least w buronetage, and perhaps a coro-
net, glhttering on high with irresisuble
brilltaney,

Grossagnorance, unmanly fear of punish-
ment,  ad ul»scqlliuusues‘s o overgrown
aristoerats, at once servile and tvruonie,
operate it coyjunetion to provent the middie
atd lower ranks from attending 1 the con-
cerus of the commmity, of which they are
very ilnpnrlam members : contribuling to
it~ ~upport by their personal evertions, their
consumption of taxed commudiiivs, and the
payment of inpoats. ‘

There isalso un habital indolence which
provents many irom concerning theniselves
with any thing bt that which mnediately
attects their pecuniary Interest,  Such per-
sons would be content to live wder e
Grand Scignior, so long as they nmicht cat,
diink, and steep W peace,  Bul such must
never be the prevaling senthwent of a
people, whose ancestors have left them the
inhoritanee of liberty., as an estate unalien-
able, and of more value than the mues of
Peru. Such indolence is treachery to pos
terity ;1 is a hase and conardly dereliction
ot'a trust, which they who contided it are
prevented hy death from goarding or withe
drawing.

The middle and lower ranks, ton nume-
rous to be bribed by a minister, aud clmost
out of the reach of court corrupiion, con~
stitute the best bulwarks of liberty.  They
are a natural and most efficacious check o
the strides of power. They ought therefore
to know their consequence, and to preserve
it with unwinking vigilance. They have &
stake, as it is called, a most important
stake, in the country. Let not the over-
grown rich only pretend to have a stake in
the country, and claim from it an exclusive
privilege to regard its concerns. The mid-
dle ranks have their native freedon to pre-
setve ; their birthright to protect from the
dangerous attacks of enormous and over
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bearing affluence. Inasmuch as liberty and
seourity ave more conducive to happiness
than excessive riches, it must be allowed,
that the poor man’s stake in the country, is
38 great as the rich man's. If he should
lose this stake, his poverty, which was con-
soled by the cunsciousness of his liberty and
security becomes an evil infinitely aggra-
vated. e has nothing left to detend him
from the oppressor’s wrong and the proud
man's contumely. He may soon degenerate
t0 a beast of burthen : for the mind sinks
with the slavery of the condition. But
while a man feels that he is free, and fills a
vespectable rank, as a freeman, in the com-
smunity, he walks with upright port, con.
scious, even in rags, of comparative dignity.

While the middle and lower ranks ac-

uaint themselves with their rights, they

ould also impress on their minds a sense

of their duties, and return obedience and
allegriance for protection.

To perform the part of good members of
the cosnmunity, tieir understandings must
be duly enlightened, and they must be en-
evuraged, ruther than forbidden, to give a
close attention to all public transactions.
Disagreements in private life are often
Justly culled misunderstandings. It is
through want of clear conceptions, that
feuds and animosities frequently happen in
public.  The many are not so mad as they
are represented,  They uct honestly and
zealously according to their knowledge.
Give them fair and full information, and
they will do the thing that is right, in con-
sequence of it.  But nothing more gene-
rally, and jusly offends them, than an
attempt to conceal or distort facts which
concern them ; an attempt to render them
the dupes of interested ambition, planning
®s own clevation on the ruins of their iu-
dependence.

I wish, s a friend to peace, and an enc-
my %0 sll tumultuary and riotous procerd-
ings, that the mass of the people should
understand  the constitution, and know,
that redress of grievances is to be sought,
and obtained by appeals to the law ; by up-
peals to reason ; without appealing except
1 cases of the very last necessity, which
seldoma occur, to the arm of violence. [
-advise them patiently to bear, while there is
but 2 hope of melioration, even flagrant
-abuses, if no other mode of redress appears,
for the present, but convulsion. I would
eshort them not to fiy from the despotism
of an administration, to the despotism
of an enraged populace. I would have
them value the life, the tranquillity, the pro-
perty, of therichand great,as well as those
«f thee poor and obscure. I'would wish them
%0 labour at promoting human happiness in
all ranks, and be assured, that happiness,
lilss beaith, is Dot to be enjoyed in a fever.

To sccomplish these ends, I think too
much pains cannot be bestowed in teachi
them to understand the true nature of ¢ivy
liberty ; and in demonstrating to them, that
it is injured by all excesses, whether the
excesses oriFinale in courts or cottages.

And surely thuse men are neither triends
to their country nor to human nature, who,
for the sake of keeping down the lower
orders, would ohject to0 teaching the people
the vaulue of & pure representation, free suf-
frage, a free press, and trial by jury. These
are the things that are most hkely to en-
dear the constitution to them, to render
them truly loyal, chearfully cbedient, and
zealously peaceuble.

It is not the delusive publications of in«
terested and sycophantic assuciators which
can produce this valuable purpose. Writ-
ings so evidently partial persuade none but
those that are already persuaded ; and de-
ceive none but those that are willing to be
deceived. Truth only will have weight
with the tgreut body of the people, who
have nothing to hope from™ ministerial
favour, or tu frar, while the coustitution
is unimpaired, from ministerial displeasure.

Let the people then be at liberty, unin-
terrupted by persons actuated by tory and
high prerogative principles, to study poli-
tics, to read pamphlets, and to dehate, if
they choose it, in societivs. The more they
know of a good constitution und a guod
administration, the better they wilt behave.
Ministry need not hirc newspapers, or em-
ploy spies.  Let them build their confidence
i truth and justice, and the cnlightened
people will constitute its firmest buttress.
Let it never be said, that the people have
nothing to do with politics, lest it should
be inferred, that such politics have no re-
gard to the people.

Secron XIL

The despotic Spirit is inclined to dis~

courage Commerce, as unfuvourable

to its Purposes.
IS man a reasonable creature? Is he then

most perfect and happy, when his con-
duct is regulated by reason? If so, then
the boaste(Tage of CHIVALRY was an ageof
folly, madness, and misery. It wus an age
in which a romantic imagmation triumphed
by force over the plainest and strongest de-
cisions of common sense. It was a1 age in
which pride and wanton insolence trampled
on the rights and happiness of human na-
ture. Toexpress my idea of it in a word,
it was an age of QuixoTis, in which Eu-
Tope appeared as one vast country of bedla-
mites. Yet, wonderful to relate, men have
lately arisen, pretending to extraordinary
degrees of the distinctive faculty of man,
professing the most uobounded philags



thropy, but at the same time regrelting that
the age of chivalry is no more.

The truth is, the spirit of chivalry was
highly favouruble 10 the spirit of despotisin.
Every feudal baron was a petty tyrang,
linde differing from the chieftain of banditi.
They were absolute suvereigus over their
vassals. Their castles were fortified palaces,
from which they issued, regardless of

vernment or law, like lions or tigers from

ir dens, to defurm the land with bloud
and devastation,  What was the situation
of the 'ropLE, the million, in those days of
mischicvous fully 7 It was scarcel[v better
than that of the negroes in the islands of
America. And are these times to be re-

ettedd in the present day?  Yex, certainly,

; those who pine at seeing the condition
of the muititude meliorated, and who con-
sider the unfortuinate purt of their fellow-
crentures as @ herd of swine,

At this period of English history, slaves,
natives of England, were bought and scld
on English ground, just in the same man-
ner as the negroes o Africa, One of the
chief articles of cxport from England, in
the time of the Anglo-Saxons, was the
Stave, Slaves were always appendant to
manors, like the stock of cattle on a farm.
They were attached to the soil, and were
conveyed or descended with the estate,
under the name of villaing regardant, glebe
edscriptiti,. They were never considered as
citizens ; they had no vote, no rights; and
were in every tespect, in the eve of the
great men who possessed them, hke guods,
chattels, and beasts of burden.

As honest labour wus  considered  as
SLAvIsH, su also was every Kind of Trang,
The only class esteemed, was that which we
should now call GesteEMeN oR EsqUIREs.
And what was their employment?  Dea
struction of thar fellowcreatures. They
newther foted nor spun; bhut they wielded
the sword, and shmf blood under the ban-
ners of their chief, whenever he thought
proper to wage war with an unoffending
neighbour. They were, however, honour-
able men; all, all honourable men.  But
honour will nat fill the belly, nor clothe the
back; and pride was obliged to stoop for
foud, raiment, dwellings, und all the com-
forts and accommodations of life, to the
villain and vassal; who were exactly in the
rank occupied by modern tradesmen, me-
chanics, and artisans.
those days availed himself of their labour
and ingenuity, and then despised them.
The Gexterses of modern days, who ad-
mire the age of chivalry, and who adopt
tory and arbitrary principles, would be glad
to consider this useful and ingeoious class
of citizens in the same light. % Perish our
commerce, live owr constitution. Perish

the loom, the plough, the hammer, the

The GENTLEMAN of

The Spirit of Despotism

axe; but flourish the sword. Sink the
merchant ship, but let the man of war
tide on the waves in all her glory.”

Such sentiments resemble those of the
feudal barons, the most despotic GENTLEMEN
that ever disgr: humaa nature. The
old feudal barons, however, could not al-
ways find employment for the sword at
home ; and Peter the monk told them they
would be rewarded in heaven by wagin
war on Palestine. They embarked wilf%
the blessings of the Pope on the banners.
It was a tortunate event for the despised
vassals who were left at home. Both com-
merce and liberty are greatly indebted to
the crusades for their subsequent flourish~
ing state. In the ubsence of the tyrants,
the tradesmen and artisans exercised their
art and industry on their own account, and
gradually acquired a degree of indepen-

ence,  Many of the barons never returned

to oppress them. Many returned, greatly
injured in strength, spirit, and property.
Consequently they lost their power. Char-
ters were now sold or granted, and Com-
merce lifted up her front in defiance of
Pride, that, louking down from her castle
on the ship and manufacturer, despised her
lowly occupation, while she envied her
opulence. The country was enriched by
arts which the nubles deemed vile. The
mass of the people acquired property, and
with it, power and independence. The
tyranny of the feudal system, and the non-
seiive of chivalry, which endeavoured to
create a fantastic merit, independent of
virtuc and utilty, soon vanished when the
humun mind was at liberty to think for it-
selt; and men were emboldened to act
freely by a consciousness of possessing
skill and property.

But while the human heart is subject to
pride, and fund of power, the spirit of ty—
ranny, which actuated the old barons in
feudal times, will manifest itself, in some
mode or degree, whenever opportuniies
occur.  Commerce was despised under the
late monarchy in France ; and commerce,
we have reason to think, is looked upom
with a jealous eye in England, by those
who are violently attached to scnseless
grandeur.

Men of this description are averse to
commerce, not only from pride, but from
policy. They see commerce enriching and
exalung plebeians to a rank in society
equal tu their own; and often furnishin
the means of luxurious enjoyment an
splendour, which they themselves, with all
the pride of birth and the presumption of
office, cannot support. Though a war may
injure trade, ruin mapufacturing towns,
yet it is eagerly engaged in, if it gratifies
the revenge of courts, and the pride of
nobles, 1Its ill effects on commerce may be



unfavowrable to the objects of Commeree.

a recommendation of it to those who ex-
claim, ¢ Perish commerce, live our constitu-
tion,” Tt reduces that aspiring greatness
of the merchant, which treads on the heels
of the grandee, aud overtops him. It
bleeds the body which appears in the eyes
of the great to shew symptoms of plethora.
It clips the wings which seem ready to
emulate the flight of the eagle. It lops
the tree which gives umbrage by its shaduw,
The favourers of abrolute power would
have a nation of gentlemen soldiers, of
courtiers, and of titled noblemen ; and they
view with pain, a nation of gentlemen mer-
chants, of men independent both in spirit
and fortune, enlightened by education, im-
proved by experience, cariched by virtues
and useful exertion, possessing principles
of honour founded on honesty, and- there-
fore quite as scrupulous and uice ax if they
had been bred indlencss, bloated with the
pride of ancestry, tyrannically imperivus
over the active classes, and at the same
time ahject sluves to courtly fushion,

But, us in @ commercld nation, it is im-
possible to prevent men of this description
from sometunes uequiring princely furtunes,
it becomes a very desirable ohject, among
the politicians attached to arbitrary power,
to corrupt the principal comercial houses,
by raising in them the spirit of vanity and
ambition.  They have already acquired
money more than sutlicient for all the pur-
puses of wzerandizement.  The next object
1s honour ; that is, a title, A baronetage is
a charming lure to the whole fumily.  Any
favour, indeed, from the court is a feather.
A title is now and then judiciously bestow-
ed. This operates on the rising race, and
teaches them to undervalue their indepen-
dence in competition with the smile of u
minister, The minister, indeed, has means
of gratifying the avarice as well as the
vanity ot the commercial order.  Contracts
are delicious douceurs to the aspiring
trader : they not only enrich, butlcad toa
connexion with the powers that be, aud
pave with gold the road of ambition.

But the sun of Tory favour which irra-
diates the tops of the mountain, seldom
reaches the vale. The millions of humbler
adventurers in commerce and manufac-
ture, who are eariching their country, and
accornmadating human life, in ten thou.
sand modes that require buth virtue and
skill, are viewed by the promoters of arbi-
trar{ power with sovereign conternpt. The
truth 15, that most of these, notwithstand-
ing the disdain with which they are treated,
are some of the most independent meme-
bers of the community. They constitute a
very large portion of the middle rank.
They are 2 firm phalanx, and commonly
enlisted on the side of liberty. They can
scarcely be otherwise; for they have little
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to hope or fear from those who call them-
selves their superiors. They perform g
wark, or vend a commodity, equivalent to
the compensation they receive ; and owe no
obligation beyond that which civility op
benevalence, tuwards those with whom they
negociate, imposes.  The customer applies
to them fur his own convenience. It they
be fair traders they vend their wares at the:
market price; and if one will not accede to
it, they wait patientdy for another offer.
They do nut think themselves Lound to
make any unmanly submissions to these
who deul with them for their own advan-
tage.

A numerous body of men like these, pos-
sexsing, in the aggregate, a vast praperty,.
and, consequently, if they could act in con-
cert, a vast power also, cannot but be am
objeet of uneusiness to the copartuers in a
proud aristorracy, wishing o engross to
themeelves the whole world, with all its.
pleasures, honours, emoluments, and rights.
As they cannot destroy this body, theie
next endvavour is to wilify it, to render
it insignificant, to discouruge its attention
to public affuirs, to lessen its profits, and to.
embarass its operations, by tuxes on 11s most
vendible productions. They would gladly
rendev o tradesman as  contewpiible in
Fngland as it was in France befure the re-
volution,  In France, we all know, under
its despotic kings, no virtue, no merit, nos
services to the pablic or mankind, could
wipe off the filthy stain fixed on the charae-
ter by merchandize, The poorest, most
villanous and vicious idiot, who partook of”
noblesse, would bave been esteemned, in
thut unhappy period, infinitely superior to a
Gresham, a Barnard, or a Skinner.

My purpuse in these remarks is to cx—
hort the mercantile order to preserve their
independence, by preserving a just sense ¢ £
their own digmey. [ see with pain and,
alarm the first men in 8 great city, the
metropolis of the world, whose merchants.
are princes, crowding with slavish submis—
sivu ty the minister of the day, secouding;
all his artful purpuses in a corporation,.
calling out the military on the slightest
occaslon, atonee to overawe the multitude,,
and at the sume time to annihilate their owns
civil aud constitutional authority. If they
would but preserve their independence, and
retain a due atrachinent to the people, and
the rights of their fcllow-citizens, their
power and consequence would be infinitely
a.ug\ncmcd_, and the vcr{ minister who
buvs or cajoles them would hold them in
high estimation.  Ultimately, perhaps,
their present sordid views might be accom-
plished with greater success; as they cer~
tainly would be, if accomplished at all, with
more honour and satisfaction.

Instead tg separating their interests, I
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woukd say, let our commerce and our con-
stitution ever flourish together. Certain I
am, that a flourishing commerce, by giving

er and consequence to the niiddle an
mr ranks of the people, tends more
than ail the military associations to pre-
serve the genuine spirit of the constitution,

Sgerron XHIL

The Spiritof Despotism displaying il-

self in private Life, and procecdin

theaoe to avail itself of the Church

and the Mititary.
1\ ANY whe enjuy the great advantages

of dietinguis{wd rank and cnormous

wealth, either hereditary or acquired, not
contented with those advantages, seem, by
their behaviour, to envy the iaa furtunate
<of their species the little happiness they re-
tain in thewr humble sphere. Unsatisficd
with the elevation which their birth or for-
tune has given them, they wish to trample
«on their inferiors, and to force them still
Tower in society. Base pride! sordid greedi-
ness of wretches, who, notwithstanding
they are gratified with all externu! splen-
dour, aned pampered, even to lvathing, with
penty of all good things, vet insult thoswe
who inister to their fusuries, and who
Lhowever deserving by virtue all that the
wthers pussess by chancey st down with a
bure competence, and often in want of real
necessaries, food, ratment, and habitation.

The wsolenee of many among the great,
who pessess neither knowledee nor virtae,
nor any quality useful to mankind, and the
contenpt with which they look down upon
men, whom, thonzh both virtuons and uve.
fid, they call their inferiors, escites the
honest mdicnation of alt who can think wnd
feel, and who are remoie tion the sphere
ot cerruptmg intluence. The natwad cen-
sations ob an hoenest heart revolt aganet it
Tas et only most bishdy colpable in g
miorul view, but extremely dangerous g
political.  Trarises from the genuine spirit
of despotisn, and it not chivehed by the
lwngvl(',nmﬂ lead toits aniversal prevadence,
Such a spirit would aliow nu nghts to the
poor, but those which cannot be tuken
away, such as the swine pusses~: the rights
of mere animal pature, Such wospirit hates
the prople, and would elad!y annihilate all
of them, but those who administer to pride
and luxury, either as menial seevants, de-
pendent tradesmen or mechanies, or com-
mon solliers, ready 1o shed thetr own and
athers blood for 3 morsel of bread,

¥ven the beasts are held in higher ho-
nour by many aristocrats than the poor peo-
ple in their vicinage.  Dogs and horses are
fed. lodoed, nay, the horses sometimes
clothed sumptuonsly; while the rla-
bowrers in the cot on the side of the com-
mou, are starved, scarcely sheltered by

The Despotiom in Private Life

their roofs, and almost naked. As you
ride by the splendid paluce aod extensive
ark of some inheritor of overgrown opu-
ence, some furtunate adventurer, some
favoured contructor, pensioner, or placeman,
you behold stables und dog-kenuels erected
1n a stile of maguificence ; externally grand,
and ipternally comumodious. The dogs
amd horses are waited on by MEN appointed
for the purpose, and more amply paid than
the lubourer, who rises early and Lite takes
rest, in the work of agriculture or manu-
facture.  After viewing the magnificent
stables, proceed a little tarther, and you see,
on the road-side, and in the village, wretche
ed houses, without glass in the windows;
the poor lubourer, his wife, and children in
rags; scarcely able to procure the smallest
fire in the coldest weather, threatened with
prosecution if they pick up sticks in the
park ; and, if they refuse to endure extreme
eold and hunger, in danger of being hanged,
and certain of imprisonment. The great
mun, who spends much ot his time in
the ctable and kennel, and who caresses
the horses and dogs, condescends not to
enter the cottages.  He receives the lowly
obeisance of the inhabitants without return-
inzit,  Look at yonder corner ol his park,
and you sce o bourd with an inscription,
threatening all who cnter with man-traps
and spring-cuns,  If, tempted by hunger,
the poor man should venture to ecatch a
hure or partiidze, the horse-wlip is threaten-
ed, und perhaps inflict-d, in the first in-
stanee : and on a repetition of the wtrocious
eritie, he and his whole fumitly are turned
cut of their cottaze s happy it himsclt’ be
vot imprisoned, though the bread of the
belpless depends on hus diberty and Lbour.

This peay tyrunt of 4 village donmain
shall, nevertheless, think himsdf entitled
torepresen the next burough i parlisment.
What can bt evpected from sueh a wretch,
but that he shoutd be as servilely mean and
ohisequicus tu a minister, as be s cruel and
snfeeting in hishehavionr to the poor of bis
viviniiy? He has shewn already the dispo-
sitions ot @ Nero and Domitien in minia-
tures and sf he could obtain a throne, his
scentre wonkd be a red of iron, He would
he uclined tu - consider all the peeple as a
tribe of poscHERS.

It no considerable district of a country
be without such overbeuring despots; if
they are siewed without abhorrence, and
considered as assuming only the common
privileges of country gentlemen; if such
men, availing themselves of a corrupt state
of representation, often procure a share in
the legislature; is not that country, if
there be such an one, in danger of being
overrun with the spirit of despotism ? Are
not the YEoMANRY, who are usually tenants
of these lordly Nimrods, likely to be in-




increased by the Church and the Military.

fluenced by them, through fear of losing
their farms, in their votes, and in all ther
sentiments and conduct?  And will not
Liberty lose some of her ablest, as they
were probably among her sincerest and
mantiest, defenders, when the yeomanry
desert her bunners?

Among all that description of persuns
who hve bren lutefy calted Artstockars,
proud and sclfish in their mature, Torices
and Jucobites in their political principles, it
is obvious to remark the most heughty,

overbearing manncers in the transuctions of

common hife, in their domestic arrange-
ments, i their pleasurable excursions, tyer
visits, their conversation, wnd general -
tercourse.  In ull these, their grand object
is to Keep the valeer, uader which appel-
Tation thy comprehend many tralv, though
not nominube sorer, at o distanee. Thoy
form a line workd ot theeie own, and entitie
ity the circles of flekion, Tally and vanity
govern this e workd with dospatic rule;
and virtue, learning, usefuiness, have no
clainy to wlmisdion tto it Pricle, serviliy
to conrts, and womatual thonah teit woree-
ment to treat the prorn Lowbh conte e, e
amens the poineipal recomnendations to it
The snadd seerct of Hs constiintion is (o
clatn dicnite, dednetion, power, woad pluce,
exclusivel, wit
deserving cither by peronad werit, or by
services Lo comonwealth,

These people push thoniselves forward
to notice ut all public pluces. Thouzh
they contrine no more then others w the
support of sueh plaees, (for they wre cordialy
parsicondons,y vet they cledimoa richt
dictare every regulation, Coamtenanced
by each vthier, they weeume ut theatres a
boll behavionr, such as wrzues o soveren
contempt ol the cens They talk Jond,
they bzl oud, voapplard cach other's
wit, they strat with s of perfect seltteon-
placency; bat would net te sipposed 1w
cast zn oeve at the nfeiior crowd, whose
admiriion they are at the same tinge cotri-
ing, by every silly cfiort of prago aicul
vanity. They cannot live lons ar home,
No; they must have the eves of the very
people whon they afleet wode pise, cone
stantly upon their persans, their eouches,
their livery servants; or else wealth loses
its power to gratity, and gradeur 1s no bei-
ter thun in-iznificance.

Nothing flatters such persons mare, than
to have a numiber of their fellow-crentures
engazet! as servants about their porsons,
with nothing to do, or with such employ-
ments as a Max, properly so called, could
not endure to have done by ancther. It
adds greatly to their happiness, if they can
clothe these superfluous menials in very
fine and costly dress, far excedding any
thing which the middle yet independent

cut the painful lubovr of
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ranks of the people can either afford or
would choose to display.  They also choose
that their footmen should be handsome in
their persuns, as well as  sumpluously
clad; the intention heing to lead the spec-
tator to exclaim, when even the servants
are such respectable  perronages, * how
stupendowsly great must be  the lordly
mastee!

A court, with allits forms and finery, is
the very clement ot such persons. They
Autter abont it like hutwrf?icn i the sun-
shine; and happy he, who, in his way 1o
it, eavites the mostadipiration of hils gaudy
coach and coat inthe crowd of St Jumes's-
stieets that crowd, which ueverthoioss they
scorny through fear of pollation, to loak ar,
with cves destined o few miottes 1o ens
Jov the beatific vision of rovaliy. Dutasa
court ix Cielr delivhity, no wonder that their
sentiments an poliical nadters ure pertectly
courticr-like, They are for extendase the
powers and prerosutives of rovalty o a
seltishy idew that ey canrecammend them-
selves to the intiee und patronage of voirts
b servite complinnee, by viches wd pomp;
whereas the peogsde wondd require personal
merit as the passport W their tavvurs They
think the peeple hve dinle 1o besiow but
bare esteenyy or suchy offives as we ho-
notrable ondy in propertion asthey are weil
or ill-discharsed ;) such as require viraes
and abilities: whercas o court cun bestow
o its favourites, without requiring paintul
vietues, ribbiaids, marrers, stars, and - titdes,
all which eratity superficial minds by their
extermal finery and distinetion, indepen-
dently of anv Phea that they are, or should
be, e public recards of long and fdithand
gervices, tu pratwmting the wellure of the
cominunity, and the happivess of the hu-
Mitt race.

Foform an adequate dea of the proud
and rivelons minds of thowe who are in=
tent on nothing hut weerodving them-
sebves by angnaenting the power off eourts
and mipisters, whose tavour they seck with
the niost despirable meanness, it will he
neccsary to entertuin vight notions of the
canrt of Frinve, and the manners of the
noblesse,  previonsly to the revolution,
“The two great aim=" (cays 2o obeerving
rench writer) © of the modern courtiers of
Frunce, like <ome of anothier natiun, were
dissipation, and the means of ropuering the
ruinous consequences of that dissipation to
their private fortunes.  Tu obtain the for-
mer end, they pursued her throngh 2l the
fantustical Jabyrinth of versutile folly 5 und
to accomplish the latter, they startiel at no
depravity or corruption which presented
itself.”  Thus the grearest personages in
the nation were most distinguishalle for
vice and mcanness; the sole cbject was
to indulge in every vain and cverv sen-




sual gratification, and then to procure
places and appointments, the profits of
which were to pay the expences of pride
and debauchery. ‘}'hc financier robbed the
le,  The great {(as they are abusively
calied) received the stolen goode; and the
people, in return fur their property thns ex-
torted from thuem, were al once oppressed,
lundered, and despised. 1f a no letnan,
impoveriched by his enormous vices and
silly vanity, married into arich but ple Leian
family, !fxr_v called this degrading con-
duct, the wking nrse W serilier their
estates. At the sane tme, polleinn as it
was o marry the hanest dunehter of an
tionest merchant, they prided thetnselves in
choustg tur atresso not only the Tusest,
Dt the most vicions persons, opera-duncers,
and actresses, nolorious for prualimtlun.
Buch were many of the courtiers, the
noblesr, and aiehders for .'H‘M[r.lr}‘ power,
30 Franee: and have there not apprared in
wother nationy, instanees of simila conduet
in persons of sinslar rank, aod siwitar
politicdd principles?

In France, bishoprics swoere usaally con-
sidered as genteel provisions for 1he sons
©f noble famihes,  Rebi gous considertions
i fittle intluence e the appointinent of
them. Learning was tot a suthcient re-
commendation,  Broue wasthe prime re-
qQuisite. 1 by chance @ wan, with every
Lind of merit proper for that station, rose th

@ hl\hﬂ’]ui(‘, withuut the recommendation of

Blooi, he was desprsed by the fraconty,
and calted a0 wisor o sorrese. 1 have
heurd in England such men as Dr, Watson,
and Dr. Porteus, aml Dr. Necker, with 'l
their fearcing, spoken of as men that mnst
not think themselves of any poditical con-
Bequenee ;oas ten who shoul! be ~atistied
with their good jor i, odd not preend o
Vie with the Nogvus, and Cornwatlices, atd
Reppels. How weuld sich uen bave
despised Jest o Corsin and the poor fisher-
men! vel they dove bisbopries, so far as
they contribute to secular pomp and parade.
A simibur spiritmust produce similar con-
duct. Theretore those who weuld ot wish
the manuers of the French, as they existed
beture the revolution, 1 prevail in their
own country, will cheek the spirit that
Bves rise o such anners, by every ra-
tonal sieans of apposition to it That pi-
Fitand thove manners Wt onee supporte the
French munarchy, amd caused its abolision,
Indeed, the overbearing manters of the
Tories. ur friends of arbitrary power, are
s0 hegusting in private life to every man
of sense and independence, that they must
be exploded, wherever sense aud ndepen-
dence can prevail over the ans of syCo-
rhunusm. They are no less oftensive to
Humanity, and injurious to all the sweet
equality of sucial intercourse, than they are

The Despotism in Private Life

to public liberty, Observe one of these
persons, who swells to an unnatural size of
self-consequence, from the emptiness of his
head and the pride of his heart, entering a
coffee-house or public room at a watering
dace. To shew Lis contempt of all around
Ili!ll, he begins whistling, or beating a tune
with his fingers or witha stick on the table.
He stunds with his back to the fire, holding
up the <kirts of his coat, protruding his lips,
preking his teeth, adjusting his cravat, sur-
veying bis huckles, and turuing out Lis
knees or toes; shewing, by everv sizn he
can think of, his own opinion of his own
impurtanee, aud his sovereizn contempt
for the compuny.  Presently he calls the
waiter with w Joud voice and hmperious
tane, % Damn yon, Siry why don’t vou
bring me o paper P Then after strutting
vp and down two or three times, viewing
himself in the glass, bowing through the
window to a coach with coronets on the
sdes, be hastily roshes out, shutting the
duur with u sound that distirbs the whole
rovm. He o steps back o moment, and
having hubeoed 1o the waiter— 1as Sie
Joho been here 27 shuts the dour still
louder, and departs to the other rooms, to
display the sane airs of sellhnportance,
Listen 1o him winle he gives arders to
hix sorvants or workmen. " His tone is so
impenous, you might imagine them ne-
aroe~, and bimseit a negro-driver. And
happy, hie think~, would he be, it the laws
of this country wonld allow him to usc the
whbip ut oneey instewd of wearing out his
precions fungs onosuch low-horn wretches,
but as be dwes wot use the whip, (and
tdeed, be is zenerally o coward as well as
bully,y he miakes up fur it as well as he can,
by tireatening 1 use it onoall oecasivns,
whetever his will is not mliidly and in-
stantaneonsty executed, e urges the pro-
priets of heeping these people at a disanee,
mahing them Kknow tieir stalion, and pre-
serving his own dignity. Porters, hackuey-
coachimen, chairmen, whoever is so unfor-
tumate us o be obliged, threugh poverty
and o low station, to minister to his luxary,
are sare, at the same time, to be insulted
by his insolence. Heo pays no more than
athers s often less; but he swears and calls
names. In truth, he considers this order
of usclul peaple, certainly respectable when
honest, sober, and industrious, as not of the
same flesh and blood with himself, but to
be ranked with the ass and the swine,
Auimaos servorum et corpora nostrd
Matend constare putat, paribusque elementis 2
¢ O Demens ! ita sereus oo est ' Juv,

* Have servants souls >—and are their bodies
then
Of the same Aesh and blood as gentlemen?
Have servants rights of men to plead > O sure
"Tis maduess thus to patronise the poor.



tncreased by the Church and the Military.

This proud pretender to superiority, this
sneaking slave of courts, and tyraat of his
household, would monopolize not culy all
the luxuries of habitation, fuod, raiment,
vehicles, attendants, but all notice, all re-
spect, all cunsideration. The world was
niade for him, and such as he, to take their
nastinie in it.  His family, his children, his
10uze, must all be kept trom plebeian con-
tamination. It is worth while to ubserve
the tences of his premises, his high rails,
gates, the walls betore his house, the grim
porter at bis door, and the surly wastiff,
taught to hunt down the puor man und
the stranger that sojuurns near the magni-
ticent pulace of selfish grandeur.  The
well-barred portals, bowever, fiv open at
the approach ot lords und dukes; and he
himselt would lick the shoes of 4 hing or
prime minister, it such should for the sake
«f sccuring the ipfuence of his wealth in
parliament, condescend to enterhis mansion.

The uristocratical insolence is visible
where one would least expeet it where all
the purtakers of this frail and mortal state
should uppear in a tate of equality; even

at churrh, in the imediate presence of

Ilin who made high and low, rich and
poor; and where the gilded and painted
cwrnaments on the walls seem to mock the
folly or ull hunwun pride. The pew of the
great warn is raised above the others, though
s elevation is an obstacle both to the eyes
and curs of those who are placed in its
vicimity., 1t is furnished  with  curtains,
adorned with linings, and accommodated
with cushions.  Servants walk in his train,
open the door of his Juxurions <car, and
carry the burden of the praver-book. The
first reverence is paid o persons ot conditiun
around.  Those who do not buw at the
name of Jesus Christ, bend with all lowli-
ness to the ord in the gallery. The whale
bebaviour Jeads a thinking man o con-
clude, thut the self-important hoing would
scarcely deign to enter lleaven, any more
than he does the church, if he nust he
reduced 1o an equality with the rustic
vulgar.

Such persons, consistently with their ar-
bitrary principles, are always high-church-
men. Though they may bLe indifferent to
religion, they are zealous for the church.
They consider the church as useful, not
only in providing genteely for relations and
dependents, but as an engine to keep down
the people. Upun the head of their des-
pot, they would puta triple covering, the
crown, the mitre, and the helmet.” The
Devil oftered our Saviour all the kingdoms
of this world and their glory, if he would
fall down and worship him; and there is
reason to fear, that such idolaters of the
kipgdoms of this world and their glory

would apostatize from him who said Ae
kingdom waus not of this world, if the same
evil being were to make them the same
offer.  The temporalities and splendours of
the church trivmphant endear it to them;
but, it it continued in i1s primitive state,
or in the condition in which it was when
poor fisherinen were its bishups, they would
soon side, in religious matters, with the
miscreant philosophers of Trance,  But while
mitres and  stalls iy be made highly
sibservient to the views of o minister, and
the promoters of arbitrary power and prin-
ciples, they honour the chureh, though
they know nothing of Christ; they stichle
for the beneh, though they abundon the
creed.  Anally, like the church, possessed
ot great power, must be cherished s thongh
the very persons who wish to avail them-
selves of that power, would be the first, if
that power were i real dunger, 10 question
s rights, aud 10 accelerate s subver-
slon,

There is une circunistance in the conducte
of the Tury friends to absolute sway traly
slarminz 1o the  champions of liberty,
They are alwiys inclined, on the smallest
tumult, to call in the military, They would
depreciate the civil powers, and bicak the
constiable’s stuff to introduce the bavonet.
Intheir upinion, the hest executive powers
of government are a party of dragoons,
They are therefore  constantly =ounding
alarms, and aggravating every poity Qo=
turbance into u rivtor rebellion.  Thiey ure
not for parleying with the many-headed
monster; they scurn lenient mewsures
and while theiv own persons are in perfect
safety, Loldly command the milit iy (o tire.
Whit s the lite or the limb ot a poor man,
i their opluion? Not so much as the life
or imb of u fisonrite pointr or racehorse,
They ure always cager 1o anziment the
army.  They would build Lurvack- inevery
part of the country, and Le Ll 1o seca
frec country overrun, like some of the en-
shived nutions of the continent, from cast
to west, from north to south, with men
armed 0 overawe the sauey advocates of
charters, privileges, rights, and reforma-
tions.

Against principles so dangerous in public
lite, and odious i private, every friend to
his king and country, every lover of his fel-
low-creatures, every competent judge of
those manners, which sweeten the inter-
course of man with man, will shew a de-
termined oppo:ition. But how shall he shew
itwith effect? By rimcvir. Nothing lowers
the pride from which such prim-ip‘fes pro-
ceed, so much as grneral contempt and de-~
rision. The insolence of petty despots in
private life should be laughed atby an Aris~
tophanes, while it is rebuked by a Cato.
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Scctiox XIV,

The Despotic Npirit inclined to avail
itself of Spies, Informers, false Wit-
Rresses, pretended Conspiracies, and
selfeintersstrd Associations affecting
Patriotism.*

T is not unfur to infer the eddstonce of

stinilar |3ri1‘;f"l5'!3('~ from sinilay of con

duct.  In bt black paze of history which
disgraces houun
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of Roman sitar; we read, thatseies and
Infurmers were conedheed e meeesary
funetionsties o sosernment s that they bes
came Dwerrites at conet and were eneone
vaged byoreseds oy to evemplary
aatrioti-tn ced 10 e serviee, Thore b
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to require the assistence of the vilest of

* 4sub Tiberio Casare tuit accnsandi fre-
quens ¢t parne publica rabics, qua omni ci-
yilk belio gravies togatan cnvitatem confecit.
Excipiehatur ebriorum sermo, simplicitas jo-
wuntinm.” SesECA de Benef,

“ Under Tiberius Casar the rage of ve-
CUSRE oF informing was sv colmmen as to
Biarrass the peaceful citizens wore thau a civil
war, The wors of drunken men, and the
ungusrded joke of the thoughtless, were taken
down, aud havded to the Emperor,”

Spies, Informers, pretended Conspiracies, §c.

the human race. Such arc the whole race
ot spies, sycophants, (L use the word in its
proper sense,) informers, and false witnes-
ses. So great is the unfortunate corruption
of humun mature, that men have been al-
ave found to cxecute the most infunous
offices, when a government hus thought
proper to scek their co-operarion. Fatreme
poverty, unite:d with extreme profligey of
conduct, and a twtal destitution of morul
audd relicious principle, prepare men for the
most nefusions deeds which tyrants ean
meditate. Fer tvrants oply, the rabibers
wisd mnrderers of mon, be such misereants
re~erved. T tus s called them doctru-
reced, l':,'//)r’n he nts 4‘«1' [T
wmerty, when srment fidls oo hands
which wre ckidied in the use of no berrer s
tnio the hands of Neros and Culionlas,
Muv the minister of 4w fre (w-wmr_\',' who
B reesitese o such touls, be himself the
first to ! thrir«h*\&l'ﬂ‘\in: [ !

Nenees, dnthe guatation an the hrad of
this <eerion, hoas hundled down oo cireum-
ctemee, 1 e et ol Fibertus, whieh mnist
e every aan, whe hosa st vesad for
the comtur's of tree intercourse ael cones
versation, to shudder at the proveet of
Lot coverned by o svstenn sapponted by
Conters, e vl vy the the
cotnvivict merriment of pdsssemdded

o e neeent ritlers wned han-
ter of Joenbir conversition, were, thronch
the cticouraeement given to ibomueers by
the covernment, made the crownds of a
certous chiree of sedition and treasen, The
deiken, and S ol varidnd
e hold of]
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by persons who inixed with the cuegs, in
order tr recommend thensclves t) covern-
oty byoreporties the tree inoaze that

wizht eweape in the hour of unreserved
e atidenre s when the hoart s omened by
fricw! cand thetongue loosened B wine,

“oHe wio dippeth with me e dish,
the wome shadl et me said cnr Saviour,
Fur be at remembeeed, that the ~swme per-
sons whe hired and paid Judas Teeariot,
crocitied Josvs Cnurse,

Baowlhi shall we say? flive there been
no el s Iseariots o modern davs? Have
our cotice-houses, faverns, ad picees of
public amusement, been guite fiee from
hire] wreteles, who, while they o/ oped in
the sewce dish with us, were seeking to
betrav us, i possible, to prisons and
to death? Did they this wickedness of
themselves, or were they hired and paid
by persons infleenced by tory principles or
high in otfice? Have not certain spies con-
fessed, at o solemn trial, that they were
hired and paid by men in ofhce? Huve not
the same spies led to those extravagant
speeches, or  those offensive  meisures,
which they afterwards informed against for




the Aids of Despotism.

hige ; hoping to dcfrive the persons they
betrayed either of liberty or life? If suc
things have been, is it not tune to be
alarmed, to guard against spies, informers,
and false wimesses? And is it not right 10
express, and increase, if possible, the pub-
lic indignation against both them and their
eml\w"luycrs.’

When' men high in office, of reputed
abilities, and certuinly possessing extensive
knowledge, patronize such miscreants as
spies and intormers, they certainly corrupt
the public morals, by leading the people,
over whom their examples must always
have great influence, to Lelieve, that trea-
chery, perjury, and murder, arc crimes of a
venial nature. They teach men to carry
the profligucy of public characters and con-
duct into the sequestered walks of private
life. They teach one of the most corrupt-
ing maxims; fur they teach, * ‘That when
ends eagerly desired by knuves in power
are to he uccomplished, the means must
be pursued, however base und dishonest.”
They destroy at once the ronfdential com-
forts and the most valuable virtues of pri-
vate life,

But stute necessity is urged in defence of
that policy which employs spies and in-
forurer~. I deny the existence of such ne-
cessity. There are excellent Juws, aud there
are magistrates and officers dispersed all
over the Kingdom, who are bound to take
coznizance of any illexal and injurious
practices, and to prevent them by a timely
interference. 1 such magistrates and oth-
cers neglect their duty, it is incuwbent on
thuse who appointed them, and who ure
amply paid for their vizilance, to institute
prosecutions, tw punish and to reutove
them.  The law knows nothing of <pies
and infurmers,  The only watchwrn it re-
cognizes are agistrates, regulurly up-
pointed. The whole budy of a people, well

ried, and consequently contented with
wernors, are the netural and volun-
tary guardiuns against seditions, treasons,
and conspiracies to subvert the <tate.
When spies and informaers are called in, it
argues a distrust of the magistrates, and of
the whole body of the people. It argues
an endeavour to govern in a manner unau-
thorized by that cunstitution which the em-
pluyers of spies and infurmers pretend to
protect, by mstruments so dangerous and
upjustifiable.

I have a better opinion of men in power,
in our times, corrupling as the possession
of power is allowed to be, than to believe
that any of them would hire a false witness.
But let them be assured that a hired spy
and informer will, by an easy transition,
become a false witness, even in trials where
liberty and life are atstake. In trials of
less sonsequence, there is no doubt but that

his conscienee will stretch with the occa-
sion.  His object is not truth or justices
but filthy lucre; and when he aspires at
great rewards, great must be his venture.
Having once grukcn down as a treach-
erous spy, the fences of honour and consei-
ence, nothing but fear will restrain him, as
a witness, from overleaping the bounds of
truth, justice, and mercy. f[c will rob and
murder under the forms of law ; and add
to the atrocity of bluod-guiltiness, the
crime of perjury. No man iy sufe where
such men are countenanced by officers of
state.  They themselves may perish by
his false tongue; sufiering the vengeance
due to their base encouragenent of a traitor
to the public, by fulling unpitied victims to
his disuppointed treachery. The pestilen~
tial breath of spies and informers s not to
be endured in the pure healthy atmosphere
of a free state. 1t brings with it the sickly
despotisin of oriental climes.

But how ominous to liberty, if large as-
sociations of rich men, cither possessing or
expecting places, pensions, and titles for
themselves or their relations, shol;ld ever
take upon themselves the oftice of spying
and informing ' by their numbers braving
the shame, and evading the personal re-
sponsibility, that would fall on an indivi-
dual or unconnected spy or informer! Such
an association would Lc a most dungeroug
conspiracy of sycophants against a free con-
stitution. . 1f tie pubtic should ever behold
the venal tribe thus undermining the fair
fabric of liberty, and behold them without
indignation, woitld it not give reason to sus-
pect, that the Tory and Jucobite principles,
or the =pirit of despotism, hud pervaded the
bedy of the prople ? .

The honest, wdependent, and thmking
part of the community will he justly
aluriued when ibey see either individuals or
bodies of men encouraged by ministerial fa-
vours in caluniating the people, aud
falsely mccusmgz the advocates of consti=
tutional freedom.  They will think ittime to
stem the torrent of corruption, which rolling
down its fuu! but imptenous tide from the
hills, threatens devastation to the cottages
i the valley.  But how shall they stop an
evil, promoted and encouraged, for private
and selfi-h motives, by the whole.inﬂuenqe
of zrandeur and opulence, acting in combi~
nation? Ly bearing their testimony in fa~
vour of truth and justice ; by giving their
suffrages to honest men ; by rejecting the
servilé adulator of courts, and the mean sy+
coptunt of ministers : and by shunning as
pe~tilences, cvery description  of spics and
informers, whether pour or rich, mercenary
or voluntecr* If they fail, they will feel

*1 suljoin a curious passage from the 1dth
bovk of Ammianus Marcellinus, on the man=



the comfurt of having discharged their

duty.

Sperion XV,

The Manncrs of Tory Courtiers, and of
those who ape them, as People of
Fuashion, inconsistent with Manliness,
Truth, and Honesty; and their pre-
walence injurious to a free Constitu-
tion, and the happiness of Human
Nature.
soxG a thousand aneedutes of the frivo-

lity of the governing part ot a despotic

country, | select the tollowing, merely as a

slight specimen of the tridi disposttion of

those who, as they pretend, cluim their ele-
wated situations for the Goob of MANKIND,

¢ fn the swmuer of the year 1775, the
queen of France, ey dressed m o light-
brown silk, the hing zood-natnredly ob-
served, 1t was coudeur de puee, the colour of

Heas ; und nstantly every lady i the fand

wus uneasy Gl <he had dressed herselt in

a stk pown of a tlea colour, The rage was

caunzht by the men s and the dvers worked

nieht and day, without beine able o supply
the demand tor tlea eolour. They meely

ner in which apics exveuted their office, under
the impenal author:ity of Constantius Gallus,

¢ Rxcogtation est super his, ut homimes
quidam tgnoty, vilitate ppsa partos cavendi, al
cuolligendos tumores per Antiochie  fatera
cuncia destisarentur, relaturl quae audivent.
i pergaranter et disstimulatter honoratorum
circulis assistendo, pervademdogue  divitom
domus egentium habitu, quicquid noscere po-
terant vel nudice, lateoter intromiss) per pes-
ficas in regam, buntiabant @ id observentes
conspirstivne conconin, ut fingerent quadam,
et coguity duphearent s poejus - laudes vero
wupprinterent {asaris, quos invifes quampluri
s, furninde malurum hopendentium expri-
mebat.”

* Another expedient was to place at every
coruer of the oty certam vbscure  persous,
not hikely to excite suspicion or vaution, he.
cause of their appuarent insigmficaney, who
were to repeat whatever they heurd.  These
penons, by stauding vear gentirmen, or get-
ting entrance into the houses of the rich, in
the disguise of puverty, reported whatever
they saw or heard, at court, being privately
admitted into the palace hy the back stairs”
baviug concerted it between themselves to add
a great deal, from their own invention, to
whatever they really saw or heard, and to
make the watter ten times worse. They a-

d also 10 suppress the mention of those
mal songs or toasts, or,) speeches, in fa-
vour of the emperoe, which the dreud of im-
pending evil squeezed ovut of many against
their wili and better judgment.”

The declive of the Roman empire was
distinguishied by spies and informers : it is to
be hoped that the use of spies and informers
does not portend the decline of the British
ewpire,

The Manners of Toriesand People of Faghion

distinguished between an old and a young
flea, aud subdivided even the shades of its
body. The belly, the back, the thigh, the
head, were all marked by varying tints.
‘This prevailing colour promised to be the
fachion of the winter. The silk-mercers
found it would hurt their trade. They
therefore presented her majesty with pat-
terns of new satins; who having chosenr
one, MoxsteUR exclaimed it was the colonr
of her mujesty’s HaTr!

« hmmediately the fleas ceased to be fa-
vourites al court, and all were cager to be
dres-ed in the colour of her majesty’s hair.
Servants were sent off at the mument from
Fontinbleau to Paris, to purchusc velvets,.
ratteens, and cloths of this colour.  The
current price of an ell in the morning had’
Leen forty Heres, and itrose in the evening
to eightvwnd ninety,  The demand wus so
greut and the anaiety so eager, that some ot
her mujesty’s hatr was actually obtained by
bribery and sent to the Gobelins, to Lyons,
and other manutactories, that the exact
shade might be caught and religionsly pre~
served

Such was the Jittle, mean, adulatory
spirit of the court ef France and of the
prople who at thut time initated the court
with more than apish mimiery. To shew
how Jittle there is of truth and honesty in
aich servility, be it rememberad, thut the
nation so cager to catch the very colour of
the queen’s huir, soon afterwurds cut off the
headon which it grew. Nothing silly, nothing
overstrained, can be lasting, because 1t
wants o solid foundation.  Let xings be
careful how they confide in court compli-
ments atd the addresses of corruption.
Mustifts guard their master und his house
hetter than spaniels.

While such a spirit prevails amonyg the
great, it is inpossible that the happiness of”
man can be duly regarded by those who
claim a nght to govern him,  Where fri-
volity und meanness are gencral, it is im~
lvmsih!c that the people can he wise or

appy.  Gaiety founded on levity or affec-
tation, is not happiness. It laughs and
tatks, while the heart is either unmoved or-
dejected,  Happiness is serions, The noise
of folly is intended to dissipate thought;
bt no man would wish his thouzhts to be
dissipated, who finds any thing within him
to think of with complacency.

Princes havg always something important
1o think of, which, it might be supposed,.
would preclude the necessity of trifling
amusements to kill time.  Yet courts have
always been remarkable for frivolity. This
trivolity is not only contemptible in itself,
unworthy of rational beings, especially
when executinga most momentous trust, but
productive of meanness, weakness, and
corruption, Long experience has associated




injurious to Freedom.

with the idea of a courtier in despoutic

courts, dupticity, insincerity, violation of

promises, adulation, all the base and mean
qualiies, rendered stll baser and meancr,
by assuming, on public ovcasions, the var.
nish of hyposrisy,

Erastuus gives directions to 4 voung nun,
in the nnner of Swilt, how to conduct
himselt at court. I believe they have
never been presented to the Fazhistire oer,

and theretore 1 oshull tuke the hberty of
tran<latinz them, not only tor the suke of

affor-hug wrnusement, but that it may be
duly considered, whether or not persons
who furm thetr nanners and principles
atter such models, ure hkely 1w be the
friends of mun, the asserturs or the guar-

dians of liberty o whether the slaves of

pashiva, who seem o separaie themselves
trotn others, as it they were o chosen tribe
amons the sns of men; as i they were
mude of <tieh eluy ws torms the poreelain,
while othiers are merely carthen ware;
whether, Teay, the shuves of gushion which
always apes o cotrt i all s extravacan-

cles, are Bhely to consult the happiie-< ot

the mocority of nunkind, the middle, low-
ety and most ol clusses, whom they
despise, a~ anointerier species of heinis;
as the whites i the West ludies formony
looked dovwn wpon the nearoes with disdain,

A~ varare now eoing 1o lve at court,”
(savs Brasnnsy o Dadvice oo in the tiest
place, never trepose the smudiest degree
of contidence inwny man there who pro-
fesses humselt vour frend, thouth he may
smile upon vou, mwl embrace yo, and
Proi=c yve ave, awd continm bis promise
with an cerh, Believe no mun there a
sincere G o you s and do you teke cute
to be wrineere friend to no v, Never-
theless, v oo must pretend to bove udl von
see, aud shew the utmost
Banners el atientiois to every ishividual,
Thewe attentions cost vou not a furthing g
thereire vou may be as Lwvish of them as
you vlease, Pay vour saluiations with tie
softast smiles in your countenanee, ghike
hards with the appearance of niost ardent
covdiality, buw und give way to all, stand
can in hund, address every body by their
tiles of Bononr, praise without bads, and
prowi~e most Liberaliy.

e} weendd hiave vou every noming, be-
fure you go to the jevee, pracidse inmahklog
up vour tace ror the dav at your joohiug-
wiass at home, that it may be ready to as-
stine wry partoin the faee, wed that no
gitmpse of vuur real thovghts and jeelings
muy appeer. You st study vour zes-
tures carefutly at home, that w the acting
of the day your countenance, person, avd
conversation may all currespond, und assist
cach other in keeping up your churacter at
the court musquerade.

U
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+ These are the clements of the courtier’s

hilosophy, in learning which no man can
{:c an apt scholar, unless he first of all di-
vests himself of all sense of shame; and
Jeaving his natural tuce at home, puts on &
vizor, and wears it constantly too.  In the
next place, get scent of the various cabals
und parties of the court; but be not ina
hurry to uttach voursell 10 any+of them,
till vou have duly reconnoitred. \When
vou have found vut who is the king's fa-
vourite, vou have your cue; mmd w keep
on the sate shie ot the vessel. It the king's
tavourite be a downwright tool, vou must
not seraple to Aatter him, so loag as he s
in Eovour with the god of your ido'atry.

¢ The god hunselt, 1w be sorey, will e
quire the main efiorts of your kil As
ofien as you buppen w be N Toe pri-
sEACE, vou must ealubit a face of apparently
honest detighr, as it you were transpurted
wiidi the privitege ot being <o near the yoyal
persna NWhen once you have obseived
what helihes and dislikes, vonr business is
done”

He procecds to advise hi puptl to pursue
his own interest, rogudioss ot wll honour
and Hovesty, whenever they may be vio-
lated wichout detection. He tells him, in
consint ng his intere-t, o pay niore court
to eneies tha triends, that he iy tum
the v hearts, and bring them over 10 his
side. 1 cannt, in this prace, cive the whole
of the detier; but the eurivus re der muy
find it wndor namber fifly-seven, in the
twenty-eizth hook of the London ediaon,

Frasmius drew rrom the hife. Thouzh a
most guoiund scholar, yet he was not
merely aschotar. He read ghe book of the
workd with as ueh acrwaey i the voiumes,
of his library, 1 have breveht forward this
letter, becanse T find 1 exemplified 1o the
Precepts ot Jord  Chestertield, wnd the
Diary of Lord Meleombe. Ttappears, under
the testuimony of their own hands, that
these nen actally were the characters
which Frasmus, in a vai of rony and sar-
cusy, wdvises his court-pupil to become,
It appears fram them, 1\m(, many of the
per-ons with whom theyacied, were shiimilar,
iU follows thut, i such men were great,
wise, and ezood men, trath, honour, sin-
cerity, friendshup, aud patilotism, are bup
empty namces, devised by politiciims te
wnise wnd to debinde wosulleet and an ub-
Ject pecpe.

Butthe people /T meun nota venal mob,
emploned by a nibiister or by a faction) are
tut so corripied, They value trath, ho-
Boar, sineerity, and patriotisun; and in their
conduet otten display thens in their utmost
purty. Shall courtiers, then, be listened
vy when they represent the people as a
swint-h mnltiude, or as venal wretches ?
Shad ceartiersy suelt as Lord Meleoinbe,

v



claim an exclusive right to direct human
affuirs, nflueneing senates to make and
unmake laws at pleasure, and to ery havor,

when they please, und let slip the dogs of

war on the poor, either st hone or abroad ?
Shall a whole nativn be proud to wimic a
court, nut ouly in dress, amuscm nts, and
all the vanity of tushion, bar in sentiments,
in morals, w polites, in religion, in 0o re-
ligion, in hypocrisy, 10 CRUELTY?

Lord Melcotbe and Lord Chesterfield
were lewding men, abie men, eloquent wen,
considercd 1n thetr day as ornaments of the
court and of the nation,  Lint if even they
exhibit both precepts and examples of ex-
treme seltishness, of deceit, and of a total
disregard 1o human happness, what may
we think of their nomerous dependents,
under-agents, persons attached to them by
places, pensions, nbbandy, tities, expreting
favours for themsclves, or their natural
childien, or their cousins? Can we sup-
pose these men o retan any regard for the
rreti ! Would they make any sacrifice
2o the menerad happiiess of hunan nature !
Wouid they assert liberty, or undergo trou-
Ble, loss, persecution, indetence of a con-
stitution # Thes thetselves would faueh e
you, it vou should suppuse it possible, ;l‘hl‘v
can be considered o other Hizht than as
veru, suching the blood of the people
whon they despise.

Yeiu these, und such as these, ure the wmen
who are indetfeioable in declaiming against
the prople, talkinz of the mischets of pre
pular covernment, wnd the danger o ad-
amtin the nzhts ot man Thewe and <uch
s these, are the strenuons opposers of all
relotmy in the teoresentation. These amd
fuchas these, cudl all attempts at innova-
tons, thengh evidently nprovemen's, «ed-
Gous. These are the abirmists, who cry
out, the chnels o the stare in danger, 1n
order tn persecate honest men, or to iniro-
duce thie wihitary. The malitary s their
delicht and their ortress 5 and 10 cothpass
their own base eds, they will not hesptute
to bathe theararms in buman bluod, even
up to therr very shonlders. Their whole
object s o aggrandize a rower, of which
they pant to particspate, and trom which
alove, destitute as they are of merit and
goudness, they ean hope for lucre and the
distinetions of vanuy,

“ Where the ruling mi-chiel,” savs the
author of the Fstimate, * prevails among
the great, then even the palbanive remedies
cannut easily be apphied.  The reason is
manifest: a coerene power s wanting,
They who should cure the evil are the very
delinquents ; and moral and pelitical physic
no distempered mind will ever administer
10 itelt,

** Necessity therefore, and necessity alone,
must in such a case be the parent of re-

Manners of Tory Courtiers injurious to Freedom.

formation. So long as degenerate and um-
principled manners can support themselves,
they wili be deuf to reacon, blind 16 con-
sequences, and ohstinate in the lung esta-
blished pursuit of a1y and pLeasvre. In
SUCH MINDS, THE IDEA OF A PUBLIC HAS
Ao pLack. Nor can such aminds be ever
awakencd from their fatal dream, till either
the voice of an asUsen people rouse them
INTO FEAR, or thestate itself totter, through
the general incapacity, cowardice, and dis-
union of those who support it

* Whenever this conpelling power, Ne-
cessity, <hall appear, then, and not till then,
may we hope that our deliverance is at
hand.  Ethininacy, rapacity, and faction
will then be ready to resign the reins they
would now usurp,  One cominun danger
would create one cotmmon interest.  Virtue
may rise on the rums of corruption.

*One kind of NecessiTy, and which I
call au internal Necessity, would arive,
when the voice of un abused people should
rouse the AREAT into FEAR,

*Lane not ienorant, that it hath heen 2
point of debate, whether, in vortricsn
MATTERS, THE GENERAL YOICE OF A
PEOPLE 0UGHT to be held worth much
recard 2 Kicht sorrv [ ain to observe, that
this duubtas the growth of fater times ; of
times, too, which boast their love of free-
dom ;. bt oueht, surely, 1o hlush, when
they look back on the grierous sentiments
of aneient days, which duys we stigmatize
with the name ot slarish,

*Phus runs the writ of summons to the
pariiament ot the 2ud of Fdward the First:
e [he Kina, to the venerable tuthor in Christ
R cbrchbisop o Canterbury, grecting : As
the st gost b, estabilishod by the provident
weelan of praiees, doth o appomt, thit what
CORCETDS ALL, Shondd be approved by At
s r‘l'uh‘nlliu m/p/u.\‘. { it (/UH\L’(/.\‘ COMMON
to alf, 8" oudid be vbiated by remedies provided
by et Urapual onses fungit, ab ovNipes
ap probetur i—sic ot innuit evidenter, ul cox-
MUNIRUS pericwlis per remcdiv JTOTING COM=
MUNITER obrictns. A noble scknowledg-
ment trom un Foglish king, which ought
never, sure, to be torgotten, or trodden
under toot by Euglish subjects.

“ Thore are two manifest reasons why,
0 a dege nerate stute and a declining period,
the united voice of a people is, in zeneral,
the surest test ot truth in all essential mat-
ters an which their own welltare depends,
su far as the ends of political measures are
concerned.

* First, Because in such a period, and
such a state, the body of a people are na'u-
rally the least corrupt part of sucha people:
for all general corruptions, of whatever
kind, begin ameng the leaders, and descend
from these to the lower ranks. Take such
a state, therefore, inwhat peried of degene~
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racy you please, the higher ranks will in the

natural course of thinzs, be turnther gone
in the ruling evils than the fower; and
therefore THE LESS TO BE RELIED ON,

& Secondly, A still more cugent reason is,
that the gencral budy of the people have
not suzh u bus bung upon their judgaent
by the prevaience ot personad and particalar
interest, as the grear, inoall wiozs which
relate tu state matters. s ot vo jartealer
and persenal consequence (o the gencral
b of w people, wout menare emploved,
provided the general weitare bewecuns-
}\Klshml‘, because nothiag but e ceneral
wellire can be an ubjece of desire 1o the
gencrad bodii. - Bur itas of tatt partoudar
and persunal consuquence W the GIREATL
what e are enploed 3 hecaise, throacsh
thieir connes ois wind wliances, they st
generadiy ol el ey thain 1 f ans or e e
ur e Thelr own Prisare nieresis,
theretore, taturadly thirew o Tis ou thedr
Judgments, and destroy tiat dipuertediiy
wincir the sencrad bodv o ain wocurtapt
peuple doth nauratly possess.

s Henes, Ui, 1 apprars, that the anted
voiee of @t Uneoi rupt PROPLE T zenerald,
the salest Wl Gf POLITICAL Gool AND
v

Is it tot then thne to be adarmed tor the
Proie cuseh woon Jres palis are Ldien to
depreciie the peopie 1 when Lie naines of
Jucobnn, denoorat, leverder, tiaitor, and
et of sedin are arttul’y thirown, by
conrtivrs el v oadnerents, o overy
cnough o

Lt
man who e soose and viaioe
Drintain e caise ol liberiv: that canse

vith esuthiimhed the revolution on e
s af despotisng, sl place d the present
family o the throne, as the gisdians oba
free con-tiuion ! bocannot think ]

such
cattrtis r=, howoever they may fawn, for their
own hrereston the porsen wi the morarch,
fiicnds, 1 their hearts tooa limiied mo-
narchy, It they conbd and dared, they
would restore o Stiert. Dot as that s
inipractivable, they would trisiuse the
principles of the Stuarts i the bosomr of
a Brunswick. ‘Foexpuse tieir selti-h mean-
ness, and frustrate their buse desizn, s
equaily the duty and iuterest of the king
aud the peopie.

Srerioy XVE

The Spirit of Truth, Liberty, and Vir-
tur, public as well as private, ch'efly
to be found in the middle rauks of the
People.

Nemo altero nobilior, nisi cui rectins  inge.
nium et artibus bonis aptius. Qui imagines
in atrio exponunt et nomma familie vz
NoTi magis quam nebiles sunt. ... liicenda

3

: lenfigss

hee fuerunt ad contundend
homiuuw ¢x fortund pendentivm.e
SENECA de Benef.

TPMHE people of this land are usualiy divid-

cd into nobility, gentry, and conswonalty.
The nobitity aud gentey scem o be esti-
nrated as officers i the army; the coma
monalty, or the whole body ol the people,
as the rank and tile.

There might be no original impropricty
in these uppeilations 3 but that o comewnal-
ty hias been often used, Ly aristoerativalbup-
starte, with isclence. The commnabiy
comyprize the grand mass of the natong
furin the great fubrie of the political builds
v winle the areyrry, alter all, are but
tae carviong 2ol gikding, or the capitads of
the philars, that add o the sueson of tae
rout, hut constittte neith r thie walls nor
tne foundation, TRe conpmonadty, here-
tore, bemz the wedn fabre, e wordbing i
the exe Of reason, of the tnchiest ooe g,
aud the tirst dearee of wpetnot’s s deie
tude.  Phere can beovo ratieiad cod o oure
government bug the opmes ol th - whaole
PPiover, Kng, Lordsgand Cosvons,

The commennlty are, I«ymu] aH compa-
ri~on, the most numercas oiders god as
every indivi-hugg of themis entitled o come
fort and seearity s wellreguiated booton,
the wimle  tozether st domand the
crentest sttenson ot the plitlo-opher, the
divine, Uie phiandhiropist, of evesy san of
conse, vondiess ol brart, nd hibecdiy,
The puinp and parede, the supenbuous
Livry, the vain distinetions of the rew,
sk to nothing, comparesd, i the nend of
reasarabie and hunsane men, wid e hap-
priress ot el

Itic cortainiy true, that the greaest in-
<tanees of virtue and oxeetlenee of cvery
Rand huve orizinated in the midde crders
“ Giave e tepher puverty nor yienes wag
a praver founded ona knowledze orhoman
nature, and totly justied by expeaenees
The middie station atturds the hest o por-
tunities for improveinen: of ménd, i- the
least expoed to templation, and the most
capuble ot happiness and virtue.

This opinion hus long been received and
acknowiedged. T could cite, frow i ser-
nmions of our best divives on Jgur's | rayer,
niuny passages in confirmation of i, I
dwell upsn it now, for o other reason, hut

* ¢ No guau is webler born than anuther,
unless he is born with Letter abiities and a
wmore amiable disposition, They who viuke
such a parade with their fdmily piclures and
pedigrees, are, property speaking, rather to
be called neted or notorious than noble per-ons.
I thought 1t right to say thus much, v order-
to repel he insoleace of men who depew! en=
tirely upou chance and accidental circum~
stances for distinction, and wot at all oo peb-
lic services and personal merit.” '
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hecause it has lately been the fashion, among
those who are alarmed for their privileges
by the French revolution, to run dowu the
people, anl to cov up that silly spirit of
chivaley which established the ~sstems of
false henour, claiming rank and re-pect
from sociely, without rendering it any ser-
vice, withunt possessirg any just clakm 1o
esteem, tnuch less 1o psbhic honour, ex-
clusive privileges, and  tadar disinction,
The 1erms suns culotics, canaille, bourgeoie,
scumn of the eartl, veoal wrctihes, ud the
never-to be-torzotten swme raltitode, huve
been reserved tor the  peopie, especially
those amonz then who Lave had sense anl
spinst caongh prrsomally o oppose the pro-
gress of de-potie prnciples wad practves,
Everythimg that madice, ureed Ly the fear
of lo~iny e nibbands, the ntdes, and the
solid pence which w corrnpt aml corrupting
minister can bestow, b been thrown out,
i!x newspapers hired by the peopie’s mony
for the purpose of vilising the people.

It i e, tberctore, that the people
shoubd vindicate ther honour, What are
the<c i olent courtiers, what these place-
men and prastoners, who hve on the public
bouaty, that they shoukd thus nsult those
who-c brewd they eat? For the most part,
they are persuns who, if they were stripped
of the falve splendour of great mansions,
numerous  relndes,  patived  carnages,
would appear among the meanest and muost
despicable members of soviety. They in-
Aeed wre o be pitied and borne with, while
they absian trum gusolting the people;;
but when their silly pride presumes to
tramiple on the anes of the conumuniny,
they become deserving ef contempt as weil
&% coetitmberation,

These are the persans whom a patrivtic
Lord deseribo s s giving themselves up o
the pursiit of houonrs aed dignities, as
LOVING THE SPLUNDDIR OF A COURT,
and attaclung themselies to the csuse of
menarchy, {not from any convicton that
monatchy s the most favourable to liman
happiiess, nut even from persunal attach-
fuent to the monarch,y but because they
see i the sucreased power of the wonarch
the saurce of additiouadd weizht and seLea-
HOUR to those {that is themselves) who
surrcund the threne, wnd an increase of
value 1o the fuvours wineh the sovereign
can conter; suchas stary, garters, ribbanus,
and titles.”

But is a passion, childish from its vanity,
and diabolical in its unteeling greediness,
to be burn with auy longer, when, nuot cun-
tent with engrussing the profits of office
and che pageantry of state, it dures tospeak
of the nuddle and lower classes, as beings
scarcely deserving notice, as mere nuisances
when nut employed in the servile othce of
adougistering W aristocratic pride.

Public and Private Virtue chiefly in the Middle Ranis.

Virtue is nobility. Personal merit, qise~
ful, renerons, benevolent exertion, the only
honouratde  distinetion,  The trappings
which every tailor can make to clothe 3
pout puny mortal, add no real diznity. In
ages ol norance, they nnzht stnke with
awe. Those ages are no mae. Nor will
they cver return, potwithstunding  the
etfurts of ity desputs, (fearing tie Joss of
those distinctions which they huow they
never earnes),) to keep the people in the
grossest LI rance. .

Gon Atmghty, who gives his sun to
shine with as ninch warmih and radianee
on the cottaze as on the paluce, hus dis-
pensed the glorious privileze of venius and
virtue to the poor and middie clisses, with
@ bounty perhaps seldom experienced in
any ¢ the proud pretetders wo hereditary
or otheial grandear. Let nscall to mind a
few among the worthics who have adurped
the gres thiat have elupsed: nocrates; was
he poble i the sense o a King at arins?
Wounl he have condescended to be Le-
dizened  with ribbands, and stars,  and
garters? Creero ;s was he wot a noews homo?
@ mun upconnected with patnicians, and
derivinz his Zory trom the purest wuntain
of honour, his uwn geurs and virtue? Dea
osthenes would have scorned to vwe his
estimation tu a pedigree.

Who were the great reformers, to whom
we ot Encland and all Farope are indebi-
ed tur emancipation from the chains of
superstition’  Eriswes wnd  Lorier;
Erasmus, as the monks of his day obyecied
to him, luid the ege, and Luther hatched
it Bat was it Archbishop Frasmus ! Lord
Luther, M:arq\\is Luther, =ir Martin Lue
ther?  Did they, either of them, seck the
favour of couris? Were they not among
thie sdndsh madtitude ?

Thonas Paine contrihuted much, by his
Common Sense, to the happy revolution in
America. 1 need not observe, that he had
nething of the lustre ot couris or nobiiity
to recotnmend him, The virulont malice
ot courtiers and venal scribblers bas Llack-
ened him as they once Llackened Luther,
when they asseried of him, that he was
actually a devil incarnate, disguised in the
shupe of a monk with a eonl I donot
advert to any of his subsequent publications.
I ovuly <ay, if they are so contemplible as
they are said by courtiers and aristrocrats
to be, why not undertuhe the casy task of
refuting him? Blowdy wars and prosecus
tiuns are no refutation.

“Who is this Luther?" (said Margaret,
governess of the Netherlands,) ‘The cour-
tiers around her replied, * He is an 1LL-
TERATE MONK.” “Is heso? (said she.)
I am glad to hearit. Then do you, gen-
tlemen, who are not illiterate, who are both

learned and numerous, do you, 1 chargg
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veu, write against this iliterate monk, That
1sall you have tode. The business is easy;
for the world will surely pay more regard
to a great many scholurs, and great men,
as yutl are, taan 1o oBe Poor ILLITERATE
MONK."

Many did write against him, and poured
furth the virulence of a malice unchecked
by truth, and encouraged by crowned heads,
But Luther prevailed; and we Evgli-hmen
have reason to cclebrate the victory of
truth and virtue over corrupt intluerce and
cruel prrsecation,

The greatest scholars, poets, orators,
philusophers, warriors, statestoen, inven-
tors, and improvers o' the arts, arose from
the lowest of the people. 1f we had waited
till courniers had invented the art of print-
ing, clock-making, navigation, and a thou-
gand oither, we should probubly have
continued 1u darkiess to this hours They
had soweing eive o do, than w add to
the comturts and conveniences of ordinary
lite. “They had to worship an ol, with
the inccusc of thaitery, who was ofien much
more stpd than themselves, wnd who
somethimes had o more care or knowledge
of the people uuder him, or thar wants,
than fie had of arts or literatare,

The cducation of the middle classes s
tnfinitely better than the education of those
who are called great people. Ther time is
less conxnned by that vanity and dissipa-
tion which entechies the mind, while it
preciudes opportunity for reading wnd re-
tlection. Theyv wsually have a regard to
charucier, which comniates much to the
prescrvation of virtue, Pheir honour and
integrity are valued by them, us pearls of
great price.  ‘These are their stars, and
these their coronets, They are for the most
purt attuched to their religion. ‘They are
temperate, frugal, and industrious.  In
one paritcular, und that one adds a value
ahove ali thut Courts can give, they greatly
excel the grear, and that particular 1s
SINCERITY. ‘They are in earnest n their
words and deeds.  They have lutle occa-
siwon  for simulation  and  dissimulation.
Courtiers are too often varnished, facti-
tious persons, whom Gob and nature never
made ; while the people preserve the image
uneffaced which the Supreme Beinyg im-
pressed when he created sax,

Secrion XVIIL

On debauching the Minds of the rising
Generation and a whole People, by
giving them Military Notions in a
Jree and commercial country.

¥ proportion as great men refuse to sub-
mit tu reason, they are inclined to gpvern
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by viclence, They who have the sword in
their hands, are unwilling to wait for the
slow uperation of argument. The sword
cuts away all opposition.  No troublesome
contradiction, no unwelcome truth will
impede the progress of him who nees the
ratio wltima regum, and mows down all
obistacles with the reythied car,

Hence the abettors ot high prerogative,
of absolute monrchy, atd aristecratical
pride, always defight in war. Not satis-
fed with attacking fureign nations, und
keeping up a standing army even in time of
peace, they wish, after they have once
corrupted the mass of the people by uni-
versal jutluence, o render a whole nation
military.  The aguregate of military foree,
however great, being under their entire
direction, they feel their power infinitely
angpmented, and bid defianee to the un-
arned  philosopher aud pulitician, who
brings into the field tath without w spear,
and arcwmnent unbacked with artiller:

But such a ssstem tends to gothicize a
nution, to extinzaish the lizht o’ learning
and philosophy, aud onee more 1o raise
thiek fugs from the putiid pools of ime-
rance and superstiton, the bane of all hap-
piness, but the very elemient of despotisun,

The diffucion of 2 military taste among
all runks, even the lowest of the people,
tends 1o a general corruption of morals, by
teaching habits of idleness, or trfling weti-
vity, aud the vanity of gundy dress and
empty parade,

The striet discipline which is found ne-
cessary to render an army a machine in the
hands of its directors, requiring, under the
severest penalties, the most mplicit sub-
miission to absolute command, hus a direct
tendeney to familiarize the il to civid
dv‘,-v,mli;m. Men, vational, thinking animals,
equal 10 their commanders by natare, and
often superior, ure buund to oliey the im-
pulse of a constituted authority, and to per-
torm their finctions as mechanically as the
trigger which they pull to dischargze therr
muskets  They cannot indeed help having
a will of their own; but they must suppress
it, or die. ‘They must consider their official
superiors as superiors in wis fom and i vir-
tue, even though they koow than to he
weak wud vicious. They must see, if they
see at all, with the eves of others: their
duty is not to have an opinjon ot their own,
but to follnw blindly the behest of him who
has had interest enough to uhtain the ap-
pointment of u leader. They become live
mg automatons, and self-acting tools of
despotism.

While a few only are in this condition,
the danger may not be great to constitu-
tional hberty; but when a majority of the
people are made soldiers, it is evident that

the same obsequiousness will become habi-
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tugl to the mujority of the people.  Their
mnnds will be broken down to the yohe, the
cnergy ol independence weakened, the
smanly spirit tamed 3 Dike animals, that
once mnged in the forest, delichting in
their bberty, and fearless of jpan, cavght
i snates, confined 10 cares, and taught to
stund upen thew bnd legs, and play tncks
for the cutestainment of the idle. They
ohey the word of cotmand ziven by the
keeper of the menazerie, hecause they have
been tatight obedience by hunzer, by the
Tash of the winp, by every ol of discis
phite consiste nt with thewr ines, wiineh are
sadrable property,  But thes are dezenerate,
cantrmptibic dmads. Compare a bird o
beast, this broken duwa, wih one ot the
satne species tong an elear expanse of wir,
or roamning 1 the torest, Hhon vers looks
speabk thew de snadatos,
Mro Actiey canses the Gery steed 1o bhond
hus hoees i aprarent supphicaen, Bt
Prow e the bt tolon ! when e wis
mal has broken tom s obcdicnee 1o
pature, fo fuil down piosiale totute M
Astley!

Suppose a whoie nation, s tewed, and
taught sobniecon o the conmand of one
of tuewr owh speeics, Lot veiombe vod,
the horse, e fearnin . vosatarad Wicks,
subinits to ot of udier spiedes who os
natiraiiy bis saperors ot suppose wowlole
wation, of i feast the s o the com o
peopde, thus drobes o by o ~biioid nder
Wil they ot e ali cnersy # Wil ey

date, 1 do vt sy to speak, but o think of
the v will sk (o the sunh of

Iheriy o No s
Crorsonn oo o let out tor hare, clanme-
Mz b i, capeaen g no priilees above
the swive @ oo staie ot destadation at which
the sputab sude, unsporied by dospotie go-
vernmient, evells ad rathe oo fell wio
whih, cvory true Bocli-lusan, froin the
peabece tothe honel of tae ocerant begsr

will be rewds o evciaen, o the lnzuage of

the ~eoptares, Wiy died T oot fron e
woish *7

Is o uol tme, then, tor the virtmous
gaardians of Heaven's best oty Lisvrey,
to be alermed, when the vy sceoapropensity
11 nnuslers, whao h Hne g.mwd T NTOHS
power and corrupt tluence, 1o reader a

whole people witite v 2 The wold chain of

corrupton i thus fet down and ramined, m
a nuliton of direetions, wnenz thowe whe
never thoaizht of courts or courtters ; but
crjoyinz # noble independence, the nde-
peadeice of honestindustry, chaunted their
carols at the plouch and the oo, glorving
i the hame of Fazhislinen, because Enge
fand 1x tree s and delizhung i peace, be-
cause peace s the parent of plemiy,

But, under the auspices ot'such a minis-
try, many an cmulous esquire, hoping to be
distinguished and rewarded, 1n some mode

The diserphine off

or uther, by court favours, fond of the dress
and natie of a cAPTAIN, und the privilege
of commanding with absolute swav, bribes
volunteers trom behind the counter and
the plouch.  He clothes them in the finest
frippery that his own or his lady's imagi-
nation cun invent.  He himsclt parades at
their bead ; o very pretty sicht on a sum-
mier’s duy.  And now He b distinguished
4s @ SoLDbILR, who betore only boured as a
hunter of Lares or fuxes, and a prosecutor
ol powchers. Ambiton, as wetl as vanity,
Legts to tire his sonl. The ratsing of so
wany  men n his neighbowrbood  must
please the wiinister; especdiy 1 the exguire
u~es the imthrence he cais over the viei-
DTN, 0 a propor anner, ut w _eered elec-
1 the esqitive. wants ot mones, he
may wunt foronr. Then et the minicter
taahe hine o buronet, T he has no <ons of
s won b the army, vy, Low, or chireh,
b niay bave nevhess or consins 1 not
thie~e, b must have powenad triends) to di-
rect on whean the favonrs of wuisters,
teaizh gt proceed not troin benevolonee,
minst fLater pride, and wid o turad cotises
(l\[ R

Five v hiole of the military <votenmis much
debaod or its support o U aevailing
pisston ot huwman nature, Poeles Politd-
crs hnow ity and tatter privle cven o the
lowest ot the peaple. Honee veeruting-
chiicers vite woatlemen oniv, who are shove
serviie Tabear, @ The vasity ol the poor
e (~avs o sardcious aothory s o be
worked apein at the cheapestUraie possible.
Thinos we are arenstotacd o we do not
miwd, or eise what mortal, that never had
seen i seadier, conld ook, without fau_hing,
wpon wuan accotitred with so el pabiry
wandiness aud atieeted tinery ! The co rsest
manntenre that can be male of wool,
dred vta brick-dust colour, oes down with
L, breanse it s inimitation of searlet or
eriinson cluthy and to make him think
himseft s ke bis oficer as 1 ds possible,
with little o1 no cost, dostead ot sibver or
coid fave, s hat s trimmed with wiite or
vedow worsted, which in othiers would de-
senve bedlam s vet these fine allurements,
and the notse made upon u cau=skin, have
drawn i and been the destruction of more
men 1 reahiry, than all the kiliineg eves and
bewiehinig volces of wumen cver slew in
Juste Teeday the weincher d puts on his ved
vaat, aind believes every body in eisrnest
that calls hin gentlemaa; and two days
atter, Serjeant Rite gives hini a swinging rap
with fus cane, tor holding his musket an
inch hizher than he should do.—\When a
man reflects on all this, and the usage they
generully receive—their pay— and the care
that is taken of them when they are not
wanted, must he not wonder huw wretches

can be 50 silly as to be proud of being called

fien,
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gentlemen soldiers? Yet if they were not
so cailed, no art, discipline, or mouey,
would be capable of making them so brave
as thousands of them are.

When ail the base arts which custom is
said tu have rendered necessury are prac-
tised only to raise and suppurt a regular
army, perhaps they might, however relue-
tantly, be connived at by the watchful
fricnd of (reedom.  But when the muajor
part of the labouring poor, and all the yeo-
manry, are wade gentlemen soldiers, merely
o suppurt & MINISTER, it 1s time for every
virtuous and independent mind to express,
as well as feel, ALARM.

It appears, from the above-cited passage
of an author who had anatomized human
nature, to find out ity most latent energies,
that the spirit of pride is rendered, by
artful statesmen, the cheif meuns of sup-

Iving an army.  But the spirit of pri(‘e
18 in fact the spirit of despouism ; especially
when it 138 that sort of pride which plumes
itself on coMumanp, on external decora-
tion, and the wlle vanity of military pa-
rade,

When this pride takes place universally in
a nation, there will remuin htie industry,
and less independence.  The grand object
will be to rise above our neighbours in show
and authority,  All will bow to the man
it power In the hope ot distinction.  Men
will no lunger rely on their own laborious
exertions ; but the poor man will court, by
the most obrequious submiission, the tavour
of the esquive; the esquire erinee to the
aext baronet, lord, or duke, especiully if he
be a lord-iicutenant of the county 3 and the
baronet, lord, or duke, or hentenant of the
county, will fall prostrate betore the hrst
dord ot the treasury 5 aud the first lord of
the trewsary will idolize preroGarIvVE.
Thus the military rage will trample on li-
berty o und prspoTISM fiamphant march
through the land, with drums beatfing und
cotvurs flyag.

Secrron XVIIL

Levity, Effeminacy, Ignorance, and
Want of principle in private Life,
inimical to all public Virtue, and
Savourable to the Spirit of Des-
potism.

MHE constitution of the British govern-
ment” (says Bolinbroke) “ supposes
our KiNes may abuse their power, and
aur REPRESENTATIVES betray their trust;
and provides against beth these contin-
gencies. Here let us observe, that the
same constitution is very far from sup-
posing the propLE will ever betray them
selyes; and yet this case is possible.”
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“ A wise and brave propLE will neither
be cozened vor bullied out of their liberty 5
but a wise and bruve people may cease to
be such; they may degencrate ; they may
sink into sloth and fuxury ; thiey may resign
themselves to a treacherous conduct; or
ABET THE ENEMIES OF THE CONSTITU-
TioN, under a notion of supporting the
FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT ; they may
want the sense to discern their danger in
time, or the couroge Lo resisd when it stares
them i the face.

“ The Tarquing were expelled, and
Rome resumed her liberty ; Casar was
murdered, aud all bis race extunet; but
Rome remained in boudage,  Whence this
difference ? In the days of Tarquin the
people of Rome were not yet corrupted ;
in the days of Cuwsar, they were most
corrupt,

“ A free people may be sometimes be~
trayed ; but no people will betray them-
selves, and sacrifice their liberty, unless
they fall into & state of UNIVERSAL COR-
RUPTION,

“ As ull government began, so all to-
vernment iust END by the people ; tyran-
nical guvernment, by thewr virtue and
courage ; and even free guvernments, by
their vick aND Basknrss,  Our eonstitu-
tion indeed mukes it mpussible o destroy
hiberty by any sudden blast of popular fury,
or by the TREACHERY oF THE FEW ; butaf
the mMany will cuneur with the rrw ; if
they will advisudly und dehberatuly suffer
thew hiberty t be taken away by those on
whon they DELEGATE POWER TO PRE-
SERVE 17, this no constitition canl preveat.
Gop would noet support even bis own
theocracy against the concurrent desire of
the children of Israuel; but geve them a
king in his anger.

* How then should our human constitu-
Hun of guvernment support itseli aginst so
utversal u CHANGE, as we hiere suppose, in
the TrMpeR and CHARACTER of tie PEOPLE.
Itcannot be. We nay give ourselves a
tyrant, it we please.  Lut this ean never
bappen, il the whole nation falls into a
state of political reprobation. ‘Then, and
not uil then, political damoation will be
our lor.”

So fur a political writer who strenuously
supports the cause of Jiberty, and who has
been, tor that reason, lately depreciated.
The wordy just now cited are worthy the
serious consideration  of every man who
wishes to leave the inheritsnce of liberty,
which he received from his forefathers, un-
impaired to his posterity. We are jealous
of charters, privileges, and laws ; but not
sufficiently aware of the danger which
hiberty incurs from degeneracy of manners.
But what avail laws preventing constructive
treason, and bills of rights ascertaining our
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tibertics, without virtuous dispesitions in
the people?
v oo e Quid leges sine motibus

Vanw proficent? .. .. Hor.

A charter, u~ an advocate at the Englich
bar expressed ar, is buta pieer of parchuent
with a Lt of wae dhangitng o o, men
have lo-t that enrrgy of anind which is
necessary W presere the ridhes it was io-
tended o conter or ceenre, The trad by
jury, the bulwarh ot biberty, as we have
ateiy exprrieieed Gt b very rematkable
fnstances, will be bot oo tofteriag wall,
when caths bave bost their sanetity, and
when trath and jostre are considered ondy
ae phantons. What will weal a constitus
tion, when every ane i tumersed i pri-
vte raneerns, i date pleasures, andd private

intenst, achnowbo s noo posic o,
it ::rm'r/:/ topreer, numm; oul ol the
spheie of dumesne or posonad i,

worthy ot annons reant?

1 berely bewrd o sensb b man affirm, 1ooa
tone o ay purent desponloney, that e Eoo-
Tared there was, at the e he spoke, No
I thouoht the expression strong,
i

PUFLIC.
'.mui pn:«u! to et
the ettt ol sudid
stanees, whies,  whin 1t
seenvd tooaroie o ocecrad meenstbiae
the propiy to the Bdessimos of o ree
cottiy bawes aiterc b atainue when
yoal, el or proce de it the e o of
gt T et seene b bl Y Jo e TR

ot hepe gt wes
tovenabion b etreun-

Vs speher

s mst chen andant e VUREYC WD ART .
N S O O L S I TR YA IR T
ooty | v tesstorb i 1o raean,
it toan o anin e e Tl paty,
RN RN IR ) (BN
yest, i e o e foveer o cenerdd
Patio o ail e e hier o m'h’)vn it
Loaby e bd, an b v biemtornioed
whe sl v b aed sonc i e ,‘:'u" K
rr s o B, WS Ty bne

~ope

Gy e,

[N

U ks ]

e,

god avd the
considerahie to eliect any sreat b
it P i viiee nuet o aie
oot private,  £Ireat proienst tn fo gy
beovaele Ty the proth_are, but thes will be

hiress, i raneonr,

T,

founsd v oinate sedts
B ens s, oF some vortned prihegne incon-
ST W vl tons chasaeier and benes
volent coantdaet,

Wibere Ve cich wdetection trom pris,
il b virt e, Wit it p s Te-
ward for the constounion, whonover mnis-
ternd anthe nee Jhadl sotar provad as to
render it rhe perscaalinrorest ol reat ma-
Jrntics of powr it b, beviise RIck, ien,
to besleer i, o oven toconiive s aintiinge-
ments upon 2 1 the peente Blnte va-
versad corruption, the words et and convti-
tutaes wall be considered by themas St only
te adorn a schoul-br v's declamanne In
such u state there wili Le no more security
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for the tenant of a throne than of'a cottage.
A junto, that has no regasd tor either, and
13 sulely actuated by the love of power, its
distnctions and emoluments, ray, by dise
toibunng distinetions and emoluments on
meay, awd by raising the hopes and expee-
tutivnis o more, make the mass of the
pruple thewselves fthus corrupted at the
very tountin-head) become the instru-
ments of annthilsting the hest et of the
constituton, A lwted monareh, whose
throne is tounded on the basis of” 4 prople’s
aticeton, and w judicions preterence both
ot his person and form of governwent, will
beas reasomably ansdons s aoy amons the
seople can bey to wnurd nonnst the preve-
I',":('t' ot such corruprivn, and the snecess
ot sueh corruotors. Toas the cuse of
courds, 1 they tmean to consult their sta-
by, as el as ot s of popalar convens
Lo, to preseeve pubihe virtue, and prevent
the peopde trom losinig wll seactfaicly 1o the
valtic ol tiee constintion, the Libarty of
the present acze, and ot azes to coane.

U nroly madntain, that the presention of
s popaba deconeraey s o e enered,
nut by poliieal artifices, not by proscen-
t not by sveophuntic associvions of
phacemen, pensioners, and excectioes of
tties wid cobiente, but by perarinige
the mimers of the e Principles of
retion, honour, waul pubie spict must be
chivcheds Theed roy must e dadegeasd o)
anch the prapry ruer . Books woon with-
DU Pty stews, Biteedius o promote o
eerests bat tho-e of el and philane
st Dot endy be cheched By o
At lclusrmnsly dis-eminated
Rehiion st he con-
b G REAT, Dot merely os o state
1t -, the ~ottice of comn-
1iro-

thins hi as wha
tort and the culde of co-cienece, TS
vl techiers st bewdvanesd from
censtlorations ot real menr and serviees,
and et fom borough interest, sad the
pooestitation of the paipit o the wicihinstian
puposes of ministeriad despotis,
nas of seepnical orinfided philiso.
plicrs daso mueh harm to christian faikh
to refimion and e rality, as
OF CHURCH roeniacs aind CIIUReO R
wlhaas instramenis of court corrtipa
Fhe very means sppointed by Gon
avs, tor cheching the depravine of
L ocontikity to i, when they ape
; to beoconsudered by the cnkaT s
it wre than artifices of politicians, de-
iztivd wo heep the vulzar (as they are otten
asthy eatled; insubjection 1o wicked up-
starts, pussexsed of temporary and official
puser, by intrigue and unconstitutional in-
fluenec.

Itis certainly in the power of o well re-
culared government, by rendering  the
chURCU eficctive, aud by good examples




Corrupt Manners and Infiuence subvert a free Conmstitution.

and sincere attachmment to virtuous men
and virtuous principles, lo correct the levity,
effeminacy, aud want of principle in private
life, which leads i the loss of liberty,  'The
chureh will be cffective, as soon as the
people are convineed that all preferments in
1t are bestowed on those who have preuched
the goepel taithtully; and not on time-

cervers, wnd the friends and relwions of

parasites, who have no uther view in seck
e seat~ I the soite, but to serve a mi-
nister tur theiv own advantage. Till the
people are convinced that an administrotion
18 sencere inoeddiedony they will be too apt ta
con~ider net ouly redizion, but common
hounesty, 4 an empty naume,

The relicions privciple being thus de-
stroved hy the greedy aspirants at worldly
grandeur, ro wotider the people Lipse into
that dissolure condect, which sechs nothing
seriously but soltish pdeasure wnd private
profit.  Levity of mauners both proceeds
from, and produces, derect of moral proscipie.

Etfcniiaey, the naeral consequence of

vice and fusury ewnsed by dotect of wmornd
privcciple, preciudes conrage, spint, and all
manty, virttous exertien, fenoraiec must
follow 5 1or to ohten knowledee requeires a
dezree of Laibour and hindable applicanion,
winch thase who are ~unk in judoience and
seusuaiiy will never bestow, When rno-
runce i Lecome genered, and viee rens
triviophier, what renuns to oppose the
giant Despetism, who blke o Colossns,
strides over the plzmy wnd nsrmsticant
stuves of eriental e, from tramphiizon
MEN In conntrios onee free ?

Varewell, then, wll that trody ennchiles
human natare. e, pompoand CRURLTY
domneer without contreul. The very name
of Jiberty becomes odicus 3 aud nan, de-
generated, contents Lim-elf with the licenee
to eur, drink, cleeroand die at the will orf
an ignerant, Lase, Bidinous superior. The
sword rides whaolitely, Reason, law, phi-
locophy, learning, repose in the tomb with
depurted Hhertv. The sun of the mornid
world 15 extinenished ; and the earth s
overshadowed  with  durkness  and with
death. Better hud it been for a4 man not
t bave been born, than born in a country
rendered by the wicke dness of governirent,
corrupting and enslaving w whole people,
HELL anticipated.

Secriovw XIX
Certain Passages in Dr. Brown's
© Extimate” whicl deserve the sericus

Consideration of @/l who wonld op-

pose the Subversion of a free Consti-

tution by Corruption of Manners and

Principles,and by v~xpve INFLrexes.

EW Looks have been more popular than

Brows's Estimate of the Manners und

1%

Principles of the Times, He wrote with
sincerity and ability ; but his unfortunate
end, occarioned by meutal diseasc, tad @
very unfuvourable intluence on the circula-
tion ot bis book, and his posthumous fame,
Nothing ezn, however, be more unreason-
able, than to depreciate a book, ullowed by
all, atits hrer appearance, to contuin indise
putable and important truth, Lecanse of
the nusfortune, ur even misconduct, of its
author subsequent to ats publication, T
conlidently recommend thie todowing Ly
sages to the consideration of every true
lover of thattree constitition which reuders
our country cotispicuousty happy and ho-
nuurshle wnmong the nations which sur-
round 1t,

“’The restraints Jaid on the royal prero.
gative at the revolution, and the wccession
of liberty thus gained by the vrorLe, pro-
duccd two atleets with respeet 1o parkia-
ments. One was, that instead of bemg oc-
cesionally, they were theneetorward wenualby
asscinbled 3 the othier was, that whereas on
any trithng oftence given they had usually
bec ot imadated or dissoliod, they now tuund
themsehves possessed of new diguity und
power; Lelr consent being necessary for
ralsing ansind supplies,

* Nohady of men, exeept o the simplest
wil most victuous umes; ever found ey
selves ossessed of” power, hut many ot them
wordd aticmpt to i 1t to their ows pri-

vare anyanraar, Thus the parianent,
finding them vives off weighn, and tinding,,

at the sume time, that the dispesad of b
bicrwtive cmplaaucnts wus vested in the
ceovan oo bethoughit thiemeselves, that in
exchuinze Jor o concurrencee in uranting
SHpis, ;u.d./ih wardog the measng es of go-
tecamed, iU was bt equitable that the
crivn shonkd concur in vesting them or
then dependents with the fuerateee copliy~
s G State,

I this was done, the wheels of eovern-
nient yan smooth and quict; b any
Lirge budy of claimants was dispossg-sed,
the public uprowr beoan, and pubiic meg-
sures were obstructed or overturned.

“William the Thod found this to be the
natural tarn, and set himselt, ke a Jolie
ticting 1o oppo-c ity he theretore sifenced
wib Lie eould by pluces and pensions, and
hevee the origin of MAKING OF PARLIA-
MENTS.” '

Vhis wking of parlicments, T coutend, is
Conde wec et calaitos, the orizin of all ur

“tresent political el it defeated the aoud

prrposes of the revolution, and tended to
wiroduce the despotism of the Stuarts,
mider the musk of hbertv, It arose from
the corruption of the people, and has gone
ol augmienting it to this very day,

“ Vanity, lusury, and effuninacy,” pre-
ceeds Dr. Brown, © increased besond all
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betief within these thirty vears; as they are
of & selfish, so are they of 4 craving and un-
watisfied nature.  The present rage of plea-
sure und  CNMANLY DIsSsiPaTioN hath
«created a train of new neceysities, which in
their demamds outsing every supply.

“ And if the great principles of rcligion,
honour, el public spirit are weak or lust
among us, what effectnal check can there
be upon the Grear, to cuntroul their un-
warrunted pursuit of LUCRATIVE uMPLOY-
susts, tor the gratification of these un-
manly passions?

« In a pation so circumstanced, it is na-
tural 1o imagine that, next to GAMING AND
rior, the chief attention of the GREAT
worLn must be turned on the husiness of
FLECTION-JORBING, Of SECURING COUN-
s, controuling, bribing, or BUYING BO-
RovGHy ; in a word, on the possession of
great parliamentary interest. o ,

“ But what an aggravation of this evil
would wise, ~hould ever thoswe of the
ighest rank, though PROUIBITED BY ACT
OF PARLIAMENT, nsult the Laws, by inter-
fering n elections, by woliciting votes, or
procurning athers to soheit them, by inthi-
-encing rTwﬂuns in an avowed deliance of
their conntry, and even selling vacant scats
in parhament w the srsr pipoeExr.”

Would ot this be TREASON wgunst the
Lonsftulion 4 more (l}lll‘_;"rllll\ winl h"“l()ll\
poliscal erime than any that have been
proseeuted by attoruies-general? Does not
this dhrectly destroy the demsocratical part
of the svetenn, and establish o power inde-
pendent both ot the monarch and the
wople 2 Are net both theretore, interested
AN puiiing a step to such Zloss vielations of
daw wiel cquiny?

o\ hat, ) contiires Des Brown, © cun we
sup; o-e would be the real deat ol this die-
CUHHATe wikte Samnong the arEan nl'nmo,
hooonrs, weadith, and Libour? Mizht vot
the very reason pubhicly assiuned tor it be
thiv: ¢ That they may strengthen them-
selves and fondies, andd thus gain a lasting
nterest {as they cail it for their depend-
ants, sons, and posterity # Now what would
this inply but a supposed right or privifece
OF DUMANDING LUCRATIVE EMPLUYS, as
the chiuel uhject of their views '—We see
then how the political system of seit-inte-
rest 15t lenzth completed.

s Uhas teciion s establizhed, not on am-
hition, but ol AVARICE D 0 AVARICE AND
RApACITY, tor the ends of pissteaTion.

* ‘Lhe great contention zmong those of
famnily and fortune will be in the affuir of
ELECTION INTFRFST; next to effeminate
pleasure and gaming ; this (for the same
end as gaming) will of course be the
capital pursuit ; this interest will naturally
Fe rezarded as a kiond of ramily fund, for the
grovision of the younger branches.
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“In a nation so circumstanced, many
high and important posts, in every public
and tmportant profession, must of course
Le filied by men, who instead of ability and
virtue, plead this interest (in elections) for
their BeST TITLE.

“ Thas, in a time when science, capaci-
ty, courage, honour, rehgion, public spirit
are rure, the remaining FEW who posscss
these virrues will often be shut out from
these stations, which they would il with
honour ; while every public and important
employ  will abound with men, whose
manners and principles are of the newest
fashion.

“ Is not the parlicmentary interest of
every puwerful family continually rung in
the ears of its branches and dependents?
And dues not this inevitably tend to relax
and weuken the application of the young
men of (‘uulit‘v and fortune, und render every
man, who has reliance on this principle,
less gualified for those very stations, which
hy this very principle be obtains,  For why
shovld a youth or tamily or pushion, (thus he
arcues with bimselt)y why should he sub-
it 10 the DRUDGERY OF SCHOOLS, COL-
LEGES, ACADEMIES, vovages, calnpaizns,
futiziies, and daugers, when he €AN RISE
TO tHE WGHEST STATIONS by the smoolh
und eisy poth Of  PARLIAMENTARY IN-
TERESTE!

“ Where effeminacy and selfish vunity
form the raling character of a people, then
those o high randc will be of all others most
valn, most selhish, most incapuble, most
clieninate.

S Nuch are the efivets of the prevailing
principle ot selt-interestin high 0. Bnt
1 we take nto the account all that despi-
cabietreinof political managers, azents, and
berongh-jobbers, which hang e foeches
upon the GREAT, dor ever it therr hold
ththey are tull gorged, we shall then sce
this reigzning evilin s last pertection. For
here, o incapacizy and dewarit, is zenerally
added ansoreacre. Every low follow of
this kind looks npon the man ot genius,
capacity, and virtue, as his netwral enemy,
e regurds him with an evileve; and hence
undermines or detames him; as oue who
thwarts his views, questiuns his title, and
endangers his erpectutions,”

hianother place, the same anthor very
plainly deduces the corruption of the youth
of" the nation, the young nobility and geuntry
i pardcular, trom perfiamentary corruption,

* N@withgtanding the privilege vested in
the commoRs of communding the purses of’
their constituents, it is not difficult to point
out a situation where this privilege would
be nothing but a name. And, as in the
last century, the regal and democratic
branches by turns bore down the constitu-
tiun, so, in such a situation as is here sop-
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posed, the real danger, though hidden,
woiild {urk in the aristocratic branch, which
would Le secretly bearin: down the puwer
Luth of the king and people.

“ The matter may be explained in 2
small compass,  Cannot we put a casr, in
which the puarliumentary interest of the
great nobuicty maicht swallow up the house
of commen~s?  Members might be clected,
indeed; and elected in_rirm two. Bat hy
whoin mizht they be really clected? By
the tree vorce of the peeple? No dmpartiad
man wonld v it Tt were eaty o suppose
thirty or oty men, wio, i waite  might
go nizh to command @ majority in the
Jower hiatise, The members of that heuse
mighit s te he the reprosentatives of the
peoylet bt would be, ur traih, a great
paEt of e, noanere taay the cowomession-
ed vy o of thelr tespective b g, whose
sent s they would oive, wand whose
Lote vt they wonld paarsie,

Sl winle powar wonkd, dnoappear-
ance, be conterine iy the fow o r Lonse, o
would iy readey be larliog e the b sher,

P state off tanes milht wot perbaps
Ll Lhe Wristoerthe

resudi fiom any H
braveh o destroy the constiintion. ey

miclo hove oo tanther views than those of

reo Nerwithetanding
conduet mzht have those erects

whien mientions never aspred o,

Let v conmndor the viost probad Lo efiects,

L,

& .
this, thet

iy oer ‘/,/v‘(/.

SO e fiest fatal cteet wiich offers tselt
to olbeervation v, that the convelosness of

such waneve i and exorbitant power,
which the jords mightacquire in the house
of commons. wordd desivov b onist
aMiirres i the Yorsorir oiarey. They
wotitd  hiow, that thie utmost pomt they
cotdd hiope to arrive at would eudy Te to
become the DEPUTY of some GREAT LoRD
M conn vy orborongin Al the tentings
of suehia st can be answered by 1o
BANCE %D SERVILITY beffer than by
GENILS  AND  PUBLIC SPIRIT.
the Luter s tunp, therefure, would net nu-
turally be appomnted to the tu-koand this,

ouee hnown, would check the grovth of

genius wnd poblic spirit threnzhont the nu-
tun, The few men of abiite aud <pirit
that mi ht be lett, secing this to be the
cize, wonld naturadly betuke themselves to
such private amuscments a~ a free mind can
henesiiy enjoy.  All Aope, and thrrefore,
by degrees, all desire of serving their coun-
try, would be extinguizhed.

“ Thus Hoxest ambition would natu-
rally und generally be quenched. Rut
cven where umbition continued, it would be
perverfed.  Not useful, but servile talents
would be applauded; and the ruling pride
would be, not that of freemen, But of
slaves.”

The above remarks were made long be-

People of

fore American independence was establiche
ed, the French revolutiun thought of, or
the di~cussions on the subject of parliamen-
tary reform became general.  The author
wrote the pure resuit ot impartial observa-
tien; and what he wrote deserves the seri-
vus attention of all HoNEST men, all good
niembers of the commuuity, T will mahe
ho comments upon it, but leave it to ope~
rate on the nind with its own force,

Sgerton XX
On several Subjects suggested by Lord
Meleombe's » Diary ;" particulnrly
the Practice of bartering the Cwre
of Nouls fur the Corruption of Par~
liament.
IT s very desirable, that commnrre gentle-
mer, who e otfen inchined 1o vhew a
Bifnd wttachment to ministers, as 100y ALTY
were die to the sorcaats of 2 cunt s well
as tu tie master, wottid perise, with tttens
tion, the Diary of Lord Meleombe, There
thew are admpied belund the curtiin, and

coven under the st ey to see the imacisinery,

Tnere they bebobt tithy workmen, dirty
wheels wirhinwheels every thie, oftonsive
Lo the eveand all basy for hove 1o pooduee
wospecians onisile show on e s, for
the amasement of the spectntor winle the
show=men peeket the ponee, e would
have beenn warth the while ot conttiors to
have paid the jriee of @ campuizn in J fan-
devsyand the subsidy of 0 Goroa prinee,
to bave suppressed the pubilieation of Lord
Meleombe's Diove The of the
mitterial coneheve wre there Lid open
aned thie sizbt snd stoneh are no fess dise
costfus than those which strike the sehses
v the opemne of a0 pahes or o common
sewer,  Nothing but the niost ~elfisli covea
totisness, the weakest vanity, the meanest,
dirtiest, anost vilianous of the pasions !
No regard Jdor the futgipam se r_}' the nnlion,
mnch tess for the happiaess of manlind . one
ceneral stiugole, by artfice und inirizue,
not by henoutuble aud u-etad e rtions, fur
power, profitc b titles D Te matzht Le supe
po-cd, that the parties concerns !t were Ban-
ditii, contending i a cave about the diviston
of plunder.  How are the words ford and
duke disgraceit and prostiticed, whea pre-
fized to miscreants warinly engaged in such
transactions 1 Such men are tridy levellers,
the enemies of the pecrage, the involuatary
promoters of equality! In a greedy rupa-
ciousness for themselves, they firget not
only the good of their country and ankind,
but the interest of their own privileged
order.

When little and base minds, like the
heroes uf Bubb Deoddington's Diary, be a
rule, every thing, even religion itself, be-
cumes an instrument of corruption, Itis

ISR
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well understood by every budy, that church

eferments, even with cure of souls, have

ng been uscd to secure the interest of
euvurts in venal boroughs; but the follow.
ing passaze rontains a curivus proof of it,
under the hand of Lord Melcombe, and
wunder the authority of the then prime mi-
;ister, the Duke of Newcastle,

“ December the 11th, 1753," (says Lord
Melcombe, ¢ [ raw the Duke of Newcastie,

1 tokd hum, that in the election mattere fof

Bridgwater and Wevmonthy those u ho wondd
Cuke memey ] would pay, and not bring hun
abitl; thowe that wouldl not take, be must
pay: and [ recommended sy Two Pirsoss
ot Brdgwater and Wevmontly, Burroushs
snd Frankhin:—bhe entered mto it VERY
cornntatty, and assared me they chonld
have the first crows pivinas dut chould
be vacant in those purts. iF we would Jook
out and vend hun the first intethoence— |
said, I aunst think, that w0 much offered,
and o httle weked, e osuch batds as thers,
and ata tiime when BoROUGHS were parii-
cularly MarKeeasry, could not Lol of re-
moving, at feast, resentments and of chtain-
ing pardon—His Grace war very hearty
awd cordual,

woetih, Went to the Duke of Neweastle,
and got the living of Browdworthy tor Mr,
Burronghs,

“ March 21st. Went to thr Duhke of
Neweastle—iold i 1 was come to asaure
hum of my imost dutipuel affection aud sincere
attuchiment to him, having no rngazements
to muhe me look to the right or the et
—1 r'n‘_;m_'ul to choose tea member < for WY V-
mwouth, which he destred might he a son of
the Duke of Devonshire, and Mr. Filis of
the admiralty. | supposed he woubl eon-
firm that nomination- but the! was vothing
to we®  He nught nae whom he pleased,
Mr. Petlion twoid e the Kive ashed bun
i1 serivnsdy desianed o endeavour o keep
Lerd Famontout of Bridegwater. Mr. Pel-
Yo told his Mugesty that he thoughe 1
would; that 1 desired him to Loy me at the
King's teet, und tell him, that as 1 found it
woiilld be wreealle to s Magesty, |
would spare neither pains nor expence to
exclude i, “Lhe Duke of Newcastle said
he bad seen how handsome my proceedings
hud been: that this was the MosT NoRLE
thiat could be unagined ! sand, Whatat'l
cae into the place Nir Thomas Robinson
feft? e considered a lintde, and said, Very
well, prav 2o on.—1T said T wonld particu-
larly support ham in the house, where he
would chiefiv want it.  He said he konew [
would, T saud, There is my old jlace—
TREASURFR oF THE Navy; I should like

® . . - Tuus, O dux magne, quid optes
Explorare labor; mitil jussa capessere fas est,
Ve,

that BETTER THAN ANY THING. DBut I
added, Why should I euter into these
things; [ leave it wholly to your grace.
He vaid the direction of the house of com-
mons was fallen upon him—therefore he
conld not chiuse by atfection, but must cem-
ply with those whiv could support i there,
I'suid T understood so; und that I thuught
1 might pretend 1w some abilities thut way;
that in the opposition, [ was thou_bit ol some
vse Lhere, that in cowrt, ldeed, | never un-
dertook mach, becanse be bnew 4 never wes
supported @ but now, shen 1 shonld be supe
ported, 1 hoped 1 uight pretend o be as
usetul there as my neighbours. He said
It was incontestibly so. 1 osund, that cone
sidering that 1 chose sic members tor tiem
at my own greal espence, 1 thonzht the
world in zenetal, and even the gentiemen
themselves, could not espect that their
pretensions shonhl give me the exclusivn,
Hle waid, thatwhat T did was vERY arEAT!
that he often thooght with surprise at the
ease cnd cheapness of the election ut Wey-
mouth? that they bad nothing like it? I
sutd, T hebeved there were few who eould
@ive HIs MAJESTY sir monbors f0r NOTHING,
lie <uid he rechoued five, und hud put
down five o my account.—1 saud I must
Le excased trom talking any more shout
myselt; that I lettitentirely to him and to
the Kisg ; that 1 owas tolly deternnned to
ke this sacrifice to bis Majesiy; that T
knew T had given no just cunse ot ulience,
but that T wonld not justify it with his Ma-

desty g that 10 was enongh tat he was dis-

pleased, to make we think that 1 was in
the wronz, and to beg ham to torget it 1
WOULD NOT KEVEN BE IN THE RIGHT
acarast iy and L owas very sure I
would never agzain be in the wronz against
hiny, tor which | hoped his Grace would be
my caation. He sand he would, with all
his heart. He ToOK ME 1P IN HIS ARMS
and KisseD ME TWICK, with strupg ussur-
arces of wtection and service.”

A tew duys after, this HoNEST MAN went
to Bridgwater to manage the election, and
thus proceeds his Diary,

“April 14, 15, 16, SPENT IN THE IN-
FAMOUS AND DISAGREEABLE COMPLIANCE
WITH THE LOW HABITS OF VENAL
wrETCHES,” the electors of Bridgwater.

1t the men of Bridgwater, urged per-
haps by want, were veral swrelches, what
must we think of the Duke of Newcastle
and Lord Melcombe? 1 hope my reader
will pause, and ponder the words of the
preceding passage. They furni-h a great
deal of matter for very serious refiection to
those who regard the true interests either
of church or state.

Lord Melcombe's Diary was much read
when it first came out; but it has since
fallen inte neglpct. Events, however, have
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happened in the political world, which ren-
der it extremely interesting at the present
period.  In consequence of the I'rench re-
volution, much pains have been taken to
decry the people, and extol the aristocra-
tical part of society. The tide hus run
wondertully, in consequence of ralse alurms
and ministerial artifices, in fuvour of courts
and courtiers. The people have been called
not only venal wretches, but the swinish
multitude,  Long and tiresome books have
been written to run dewn the people, as
destitute of virtue, principle, of every thing
honest and honourable, and thut can give
them any rizhi to intertere with the grand
mysteries of a cabinet.  But he who reads
and considers duly the very striking ance-
-dotes and conversations in Lord Melcombe's
Diary, will «ee, that, in order to find ve-
nality in its full growth, and survey sordid-
qiess in 1t complete state of abommation,
it will be necessary to turn frum low to
hizh bfe.

The people are often turbulent and indi-
scrert 1o their transactions, but thev ure
alwayvs honest and aiways generous.  They
feel stronzlv for the cause ot humunity and
Justice. Fhey have a noble spirit, which
leads them to view meanness and sinister
eonduct with detestation,  But i there any
of this manly indepenilence, this honest
openness, this regard for the rights and
happiness of man, among those whom Lord
Melcombe, so unfortunately tor the great
vulgar, has introduced to public notice ?
“There is ull the deceit in his own character
which would denominate a man a swindler
in the commercial walks of lite.  All the
transactions of the juntoare conducted with
the timidity, secrecy, duplicity of a nest of
thieves, mntually fearing and fawning,
while they hate and despise cach other from
their heart's core.

OUn the practice of purchasing votes in
boroughs, Ly bartering the cure of souls,
the must sacred charge, if there be any
thing sacred in humun affairs, J shall ex-
Ppatiate more at large in a tuture Section.

This Bulb Doddingten, after sefling
himself, betraying the prince, and oftering
his six members to the best bidder, was
made a lord. lIle was created Baron of
Melcombe Iegis, as a reward for such
prostitution of principles as ought to have
<caured him to be lranded in the forehead
with a mark of indelible infamy.

But can we suppose that there has been
but one Bubb Doddington in this country ?
one Newcastle? I wish the supposition
were founded in probability. It would be
the simplicity of idiotism to suppose that
Bubb Doddington has not exhibited in his
Diary a picture of purasitical courtiers, in
all umes and countries, where corruption
isthe nain pginciple of administration.

If such men should, in any country of
Europe, influence the councils of princes,
and manage the popular assemblies, would
there not be reason to be alarmed for the
best constitation ever devised by human
wisdom ? Sugh men hate the people. They
luve nothing but themselves, the emotu-
ments of ‘IECL‘S, the distinction of titles,
and the pomp and vanity of the courts in
which they flatter and are flatterad. They
witl ever wish tor a MiLivany vovernmint,
to wwee the saucy crowd, and keep them
from intruding ou their own sacred privi-
leges aud persons.  ‘The Hereulean hand
of @ virtuous people can alone cleanse the
Augean stuble of & corrupted court furmed
ot miscreant tuad-caters like Lord Mel.
combe.

Secrion XX

On choosing vich Men, without Parts,
Spirit, or Liberality, as Representa-
tives in the Nutional Council.

T has been long ohserved, that none are
mure desirous ol increasing their pro-
perty than they who have sbundun e, The
greatest misers are thouse who possess the
greatest riches, None are ﬁ)n(‘rr of the
worli than they who have engrossed a lirge
share of it 1f they should acknowledge
that they have enough money, yet they
cannot but contess, at the same time, that
they think themselves entitled, in conse-
quence of their properly, to civil hanours,
power, und distineuon. They have a kind
of claim, in their own opinion, to court
favonr ; especiadly us they are ready to use
the influence, which their riches give them,
1 support of iy minister for the tine
being, and n the general extension of royal
prerogative,  Are such men likely to he
mdependent members of a senate, honestly
following the dictates of their jndzment or
cunscience, and consultinz no interest but
that of max in general, und the people 1
particular, by whom they are deputed ?
There are no men greedier of gain than
such men, and none inore attached to those
vain honours, which a niinister bestows in
vrder to fucilitate the moveincents of his
political machine.  None will rake so
deeply In the pret to pick up a penny as
a rich miser; none will contend more
eagerly for a feather in the cap, than those
whose minds are weak, empty, and attach-
ed t, the world by the consciousness of
being, in great measure, its proprietors.
But what isit to me, as an £LEcTOR, that
the man wha solicits my vote has, by great
cunning, sordid arts, and insatizble avarice,
accumulated great riches?  Has wisdom,
has virtue, has knowledge, has philantkropy
increased with his increasing fortune ? Une
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common success, enormous weahh, ac-
quired in the short space of half s buman
life, is » sumplive _evidence of Litie

inciple in the meuns of acquiring, and as
{iu.le generesity in the mwdes of giving or
espending it. ~ Perhaps he inkerils his un-
beunded riches.  What then?  His ances-
tors were prubably knaves or muck-worms,
In this case, he has not to plead the merit
of industry.  His ancestors have left him
vast sius of money; when perbaps his
own talents would scarcely huve carned
him a penny, or kept him out o the parish

r-house.

po‘i‘\'r\‘e.-n}xc!cu, beeause he i< rich, though
totally destitute of parts and virtue, he
stands forward boldly as a candudate to
represent w ity or 4 county. He tinds
thousanls ready to clumonr cn his sde,
and to cive hun theirvote . He can treat
bountitully, vren howses, and give avway
gibands plentifully, Thereture he s con-
stituted o senator, 4 national councetlor,
commicioned to vate away the people’y
IBoney, i d o decide on the muost -
portant questions of constitutiond literty,

What ean he dobutpat himeell into
harne-, and Lo driven his daily staze, by
the potitical coachinn, the pritue minister?
e cannot o slone. He has not sense
enougti 1o jushze tor himselt inthe anallest
dihiculty.  He has not spirit enouch to
preservehis indgependence s therefic e be will
constder Limselt merely as a puppet, to be
moved by the hicher powers, ut their will
a stop-gap, to fill up a place which might
be occupicid by an abler member, whuse
virtues atiel talents muhit serve the public
indecd, but would render b troublesome

to those who ghudly dispense with all vie-
tuous inteilerence,

Let us suppose, tor argument sake, funr
such peor creatures {sech 1 ocall them,
though richin gohty chosen to represent the
city of Lotdon, the grand emporium ot the
world, and, from its number of mhabitants,
clattmng a fuller representation than any
part of the natien. 1 owi the supposition
1s mostdisgracetul ; fritcan never happen,
uge wouid think, that such a city should
not supply ten of the tirst abifatics, for a
trust s inportant and so honourable.  But
1ot us suppose the ciTy, ITom a syatem of
manners favoured by, and favourable to,
ministerial corruption, so far degraded as to
choose tour men of very maderate abilities
and characters, merely because they happen
to be rich contractors, and of scycophantic
dispo~itions, likeiy to pursue their own in-
terest by servilely obeying the beck ofa
minister. )

Suppose them once in for seven years.
The taverns are now shut up, the advertise-
ments, the canvassing all forgotien, and
they commence as arrant courtiers gs the

meanest toul of power, put, by a paltry lord,
into a rotten borough of Sussex, Wilishire,
or Carnwall.

But mark the mischief. As they nomi-
nally represent the tirst city in the world,
the neasures which they vote for, (berause
they are bidden, and hope for contracts and
baronetages,) are suppused, by fureigners.
at least, to have the concutrence ot the
wost important part of the Brirish empire.
Though the minister may despise theme
trom his heart, personallv, vet he avails
hiwselt of that weight which the place
they represent gives them i the eves of”
strangers, % The enxat ciy bs with himn,”
(in the only place he pretends to kuow it,
the house ol representatives.)

Their luborance, their mecanness, and
their sycophancy, have anomher  eflect,
bizbly junous to ali pluns of consti-
tutivpal reformation. ¢ ilere, (savs the
countier! are four men sent by the first
city m the world, Are they better senators,
or more respectable men, than those who
are sent from Old Sart, or any ot the
hovenghs tnhabited by begears, and pur-
chusetd by lords, us g hucrative speeubaion ¢7
The probabiiuy s, (he will sav of them,)
tiat, with more grecdiness nfter vein, trum
the sordid habits of their vouth, they have
less of the uecomplishments and liberality
of centlemen, Their eagerness to raise
their fumiiles renders them more tractable
tools, in the hands of @ «k:ltul miinister,
than thise whose fumilies are already
raised, and who, however they niav place

dhemselves under the  guidanee ot the
peerage, have had an  educatien which

ought to have given them enlarged minds
and sentiunents of honuur,

Thus the triend w despotic principles,
amd the oppaser of parlimnentury reform,
draws an argunent from the meanness of”
rich men, (sent by great citics to parliament
merely becuuse they are rich,) asaiust all
improvement of the representuticn.  The
Loroughs, he alleges, send at least gen=
tlcwen wod  well-intformed men,  though
in circumstances comparatively indigent;
whereus these great cominercial bodies,
piacing all excelience in the possession ot”
superior wealth, depute men as senators,
who are unqualified for any department
beyond the warehouse or the counting-
house, whose views are confined, and pur~
poses fucbituatly sordid and selfish, He
urges, that, frem the specimens attorded by
great cities, there is no reason to ron~
ciude that the extension of the right
of suffrace would render the represen-
tative body more virtuous or enlightened.
He doubts whether it would be favourable
to liberty. 1t great bodies depute men only
for their property, since they who Aave most
usually weni most, none will be.readier B
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sell themselves and their constituents to 2
minister, for a feather or a sugar-plum,
than the representatives of grest bodies,
delegated to parliament merely because they
have inherited or acquired, excessive viches,
with scurcely any ideas beyond the multi-
plication-table,

Men deputed to parliament should cer-
tainly be far above want; but I contend
that riches, independent of personal merit,
«an never be a suflicient recommendation,
1t is the most important trust that can be
reposed in man. It requires a most com-
prehensive education, strong natural abili-
ties, and, what is greater than all, a just,
honest, upright heart, with a manly irm-
ness, and an enlarged philanthropy.

Can there be any dithculty in g'nding, at
any time, four men of such character in the
-city of London, or two such in any county
-of Englamd?  Certainly not; especially
when the corrupting idea shall be exploded,
that rRoPERTY is the best qualification for
.2 national counsellor and lawgiver. Able
.and honest men are not the most inclined to
thrust themselves forward, and to obirude
themselves, much less to enter into com-
petition, when all the influence of riches
and ministerial favour will be exerted to
traduce their character, to tfrustrate their
~endeavours, and send them back to private
life with their fortunes iujured, and their
tranquillity disturbed. The electurs must
search for such men, and draw them from
their virtuous obscurity. Thus honoured,
they wiil go into the senate with the pure
motives ot serving theie country and man-
kind ; and return with clean hands, sufli-
ciently rewarded by the blessings of the
people.

The city of London, and all great cities,
as well ws counties, are to be most serivusly
exhorted, to consider the limportunce of the
trust they delegate at an election, and to
choose men of known ahilities, aud ex-
perienced attachment to the cause of the
people.  They should beware of nien, how-
«ever opulent and respectable in private life,
who can hive no other motive for abiruding
on public Life, for which they are unquals-
_fied, but o raise thewmselves and families to
fortune and distinction, by selling their trust
to a minister. Such men can never be
friends to liberty and the people. They
«contribute, by means of their property, to
the general system of corruption ; and, per-
haps without knowing it, (for they know
but litle,) promote, most cffectually, the

. spirit of despotism.

Secrion XXII.

Of the despotic Influence of great Mer-
chants over their Subalterns, of Cus-
tomers over their Tradesmen, and rich

trading Companies over their various
Dependents, in compelling them to
vofepfor Court tdates for Seats
in Parliament, merely to serve Pri-
vate InTERBST, without the smallest
Regard for public Liberty and Hap-
piness, or ihe Fitness or Unfitnees
of the Candidate.

THE rottenness of corruption, originating
from ministers, intoxicated with the
love of power, and greedy after the emolu-
ments of office, is sometimes found (es
cially under the influence of false alurms) to
pervade the whole mass of the people, and
to infect the very heart of the body-pelitic.
The vitals of liberty beceme tainted, and,
without great efforts, a mortification may be
justly apprehended.

In this corrupt state, little despots, aspir-
ing at conrt favour, hoping to draw the no-
tice of the minister on their faithtul endea-
vours to serve him, arise in almost every
town and village of the country, and in
every street of a great city. They claim
and exercise a jurisdiction over certain vas-
$ALS, as they think them, their tradesmen,
their tenants, and all others, who derive
emoluments trom them in the way of their
business, or expect their custom and counte-
nance. If the vassaLs presume to act for
themeelves as MEN and freemen, they lose
their business, their dweHing places, their
farms, and all chance of acquiring a com-
petency. The vengeance of the little despots
pursues them; and trequently quits not
the chace, till it has’hunted them down to
destruction.

Even in the Ciry o¥ Loxpow, opulent
as it i, and independent as it might be, a
city which useil to be the first to stand up
in defence of liberty, an overbearing in-
Hluence can find its way to the obscurest
district, and insinuate itself into the blind-
est ulley. The GREAT MERCHANT OF MANU-
FACTURER, who is necessarily connected
with many subordinate traders or workmen,
considers the influence he gains frum ex-
tensive connections in business, as a very
valnable and vendible commodity at the
market of a nunister. Naturally wiching to
make the most of his trade, he resolves to
treat this connection as a part of his stack,
and cause it to bring him an ample return,
At least he will adventure. It may be a
prize to him, as it has been to many. Much
depends on his own prudential manage-
ment of the commodity. It may lead to a
valuable contract, especially if kind furtune
should kindle the flames of war; it may
open the path to court favours of various
kinds ; it may ultimately confer a seat in
the house, and perhaps a baronetage.
This last honeur is highs); desirable, as it
removes at once the FILTH that paturally
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attaches 1o the very name of citizen, dealer

In the city of London, the majority of
electors, who send the few members of par-
liament allotted toit, are of the middle, and
indeed of the inferior rank of shopkeepers,
rarely rising to the dignity of Merciants,
who reside at the houses with great gates,
or rather in the wew squares, 1wo or three
miles nurth-west of the polluted and pol-
Juting city: for such s the insolence of
Little city” pespors who are in a very great
way, that they communly despise Lthe freedom
ot the city where their counting-house
stands, aud where they gain their plums,
They do not condescend to be ¥ree of the
city. They would consider itus o degrada-
tion from their gentelity to be LIvERYMEN

and members of 4 city comypany.  Livery-
men inderd !t What! great men, as ol

BANKERS ste, Fost Twdia Daectors, usuri.
s mone y-losdors, livig magniticentie in
Purtland-place or Portman-syuare, or the
grand avenaes to them, to he LIVERY-
MENT Horrid degradation ! "The very idea
is shocking to the gurit of de potean. 1S
tiine enovch to take up thels ¥R vooy or
the city, when it is necessay, as candidates,
o possess that quahfication. Thereure tou
puany votes 1o make it worth while 1o bea
voter. These great men, theretore, view
the clectors ws subordinate persons, whomn
they way soud onan erraned o Guildhall
to vore tor the minster's candidate, just
as they would dispateh a clerk or porter to
the Custen-hotse to tahe a Castoni-house
vath, or tu doany Jon connected with the
low trade or munutactare which enables
them o associate with the flue tolk of st
Juniea's,

The ciector who goes to the hustings
must, deed, vote upon his ourk, that he das
received and v i receive no krise. He
does not consder the luctative employ-
ments and the emoluments wrising from
the great maw’s custom, which wonld be
ust on disobediconce, as a bribe, and there-
fure votes agamst his judgment, conscience,
and inclivauon, without a murmur ;) espe-
cially ax his duily bread may perhaps de-
pend on his sbsequivusness, amd very likely
the comtert und secunty of a wife and a
large family.

‘Lhis conduct of the GREAT MEN 18 not
only unconstitutional and afironting to the
city, but as truly prspotic in priveiple as
any thing done by the Grand Seignior. It
is meon abo tnd base to the last degree;
fur the great men usually exert not their
influence from friendship to the minister,
or to a candidate, or from any regard to a
cause which they think connected with the
public goud; but solely to serve them-
*ejves, o provide fur poor relations, to en-
Jich or w aggrandice un upstart family,

already rendered wretched and contemptible
by funguus pride.

The glorious rights and privileges of
Euglishmes, of which we read and hear so
much, are then to be all sacrificed 10 serve
a man, who perhaps went out as a writer
to the Fast Iudies, and returned in five or
six years, Jaden with riches: the injured
widow and orphan in vain lifting up their
hands, and uttering their lamentations over
the deal ucean, while the spuiler is hasten-
ing to Europe with thet treasure which, as
it was vained by extortion, is to Le exe
pended in corruption.

Malé parta male dilabuntur.

A prodigious recommendation this, as a
represectative in pariiament of industrious
citizens, who have toiled ail their lives at
the conter, or in the manufactory, for a
bare competence !

Wheu Napons, 4s they are called, per-
feet avieas, recomnended only by riches
and conrtmtiuence, can seat themeclves for
zreat cities und counties as €asy as thcy
used fur Cortntsh BoRovGHs, there cer-
tuinly s reason to fear that the spirit ot
despotisa has rapidly inereased, and is pro-
ceeding to destroy all remuins of publie
virtue wmong the provik.  The question
naturaliv wrises, it u Navow, a perfeet
alien, should ever be elected tor the city of
FLondon: wheiher, i so luree a body as
the tree-born citizens, and wnong the tivery
of London, a man s not to be tound who
has served a reeular apprenticeship, gone
throuzh all the gradatons of suecesstul
trade, and become a member of the cor-
poriation, worthy to represent the first coy-
MERCHAL bodyan the universe? Is it ne-
cessury 1o IMPORT members, as we do tea
and musling, trom China and Bengal?
Honesty, virtue, independence, and abili-
ties, must indeed be rare qualities, from
Temple-bar to W hitechapel, 1 not enough
of them can be found to constitute a repre—
sentative in parliament.  Must the English.
ouk be neglected, for ExaTics raised rapidly
m warm climates; and from the hasty
growth of which, very little is to be de-
pended upon when the wind and weather
assail them? A sad encourngement this to.
the voung merchants, traders, and manu-
facturers who enter regularly on business,.
and become treemen and liverymen, to find
that the most induostrious and successful
trader, and the best character, cannot
secure the honourable appointments and
iimpurtant trusts, in the gitt of their felow-
citizens! to find, that persons, who never
served apprenticeship, never carried on
trade, never becawne free, never were can-
necterd in the city companies, perfect
strangers to the corporation, and avowed

despisers of them ALy, shall be made, by



The Pageaniry of Private Life contributes to Despotism.

zhe influence of a minister, and the over-
Dbearing weight of oriental riches, LEGIS-
~LATORS for the emporium of Europe! If
such an event were ever to happen, it
-would discourage all virfue in the rising
eneration of merchants, traders and manu-
acturers ; and teach them, that every thing
bows to ALMIGHTY MONEY, huwever ob-
tained, and to COURT INFLUENCE, always
xeady to favour overbearing and overgrown
property. Itwould be a melancholy symp-
-tom ot degeneracy among the people. [t
would shew that the manly spirit begias to
fadc and wither, as it has lonx done in Turkey
;and Egypt, under the spirit of despotism.
It s truly alarming to all true English-
Jamen, to see great frading companics using
the mntluence which riches bestow, in se-
conding the views of a minister, without the
“least atiention to the public good, the pre-
servation of liberty, and the bappiness of
~the human race. It is certain, that men
amnited in corporate bodies will act in a
ananner which they would be ashamed of
Jn their privete capacities ; because, when
0 united, the responsibitity appears to be
thrown from individuals on the AGGREGATE,
:and so attaching to every one, can be fixed
«on none.  Such bodies may be truly dan-
.gerous, when, from the hope of titles and
-«other favours, the members who compose
them, arc servilely devoted to the minister ;
<ot indeed to the wan, but 10 the fuvourite
wat court, who, from his office, has in his
Jhands the means of corruption, contracts,
loans, lottery-tickets, appointments in all
-the professions, and, above all, TITLES.
Such monopolizing fraternities attack li-
berty with the club of Hercules. They rise
with gigantic force. Reason, argument,
the law and the constitution yield to them,
.as the chafl before the wind. If they should
Rot receive a powerful check from the peo-
ple at large, who have not yet fallen down
worshippers of GoLp, they must go on to
-establish, on the banks of the Thames,
oricntal despotism: and it would not be
wonderful to see the two sheriffs riding up
Cheapside on elephants, with the Lord
Mayor borne in a palunguin, on the necks
of liverymen, hastening to prostrate them-
selves at the feet of a prime minister, now
become as great as the Emperor of China:
it would not be wonderful to see BANKERS
erecting an oligarchy ; the great house in
Leadenhall-street, a temple ; and a golden
«<alf the Gop.
. Section XXIIIL
Of the Pageantry of Life; that it origi-
nates in the Spirit of Despotism ; and
" contributes to it, without advancing
any private more than public Felicity.
THE proud despise the people, represent
them as little superior to the brutes,
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laugh at the idea of their rights, and seem
to think that the world was made for them-
selves only ; yet the proud are never satis-
fied but when they attract the notice of this
very people, by splendour, by ostentation,
by the exercise of authority over them, an

by insolent airs of seif-importance. The
people, it must be owned, in the simplicity
of their hearts, gape with adiniration at
the passing spectacle which insults them
with its glare, and feel themselves awe-
struck with the grandeur of the cavalcade,
which would trample them in the dirt if
they did not struggle to escape.

Politicians, observing this effect of finery
and parade on the minds of the unthinking,
take care to dress up the idol, which the
themselves pretend to worship, and which
they wish the people really to adore, in all
the taudry glitter of the Lady of Loretto.
They fiud this kind of vulaar superstition
extremely favourable to their interested
views. Accordingly, in all desputic coun-
trics, great pains are tuken to amuse and
delude the people with the trappings of
royalty.  Popery prevailed more by the
gaudiness of 1its priests and altars, and the
pomp of its processions, than from the pros
gress of conviction, ‘The people, in such
circumstances, have indecd the pleasure of
fine sights; but they usually pay much
more dearly for them than for exhibitions
at the theatre; and have this mortifying
reflection, as a drawback from their plea-
sure, that the payinent is involuntary, and
the sight a political delusion, 1t Insults
their understandings, while it beguiles them
of their rights ; and takes frum them the
earnings of their iudustry, while it teaches
thein to feel their own insignificance.

But not only despots, courtiers, and pub-
lic functionaries, think it proper to strike
the vulgar with awe, by purchasing finery
of the builder, the tailor, anud the coaeh-
painter; but the titled and the overgrown
rich men, through every part of every com-
munity, where family aggrandizement is
procurable without public services, or pri-
vate or personal virtue. Riches, in such
societies, confer not only the means of lux-
urious enjoyment, but of civil superiority.
They assume a value not naturally their
own, and become the succedenea of wisdom,
patriotism, valour, learning, and benefi-
cence. The great object 15 therefore to
make an ostentation of riches, and to keep
the people ata distance, by dazuling their
eyes with the blaze of equipage and msgni-
ficence. As all the minuter luminaries
gravitate to the sun in our solar system, so
all these aspirants at distinction and sx_ﬁe—
rior importance anitate to royaity. The
crown 1is the glittering orb round which
they ambitiously revolve. They would alt
therefore contnibute, if they were able, tg
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sdd pew bLritliaucy, new hieat, new influ-
ence sml powers of attraction to their foun-
tuin of glury. They turn to it as the sun-
flower to the sun; and feel their colours
brighter, and their leaves invigorated, when
a ray of favour falls upon them in s pecu-
Tiar direction, They cannot turn a moment
to the peuple.  The popular chumate chills
themn. l'{:c gales from his quarter are as
the icy breezes Yrom the frozen regions of
the north, where the genial beams of solar
wflucnee can searcely penetrate.

It way then be fanly presumed, that
where all orders of the rich are vying with
each other W make a splendid appearance,
even ghove thetr rank and meuns of sap-
port, the -pirit of the times, atnong these
orders at sy, is lavourgble to the increase
of coort influcnee, and thereture to the
spirit of despotiom,

This rivaley in splendour is, 1o conrse,
attended wii croat expence; an expence,
which by redocing ndependent tortunes,
duniniches independence of <pirit. They

who wre ruined incseeonding the purposes of

a conrt, naturaily think themselves entitled
to e many from court tavour,  Uhey bies
comie then, mierely tuols of the minster,
und dare not speak oract, i uny instunce,
azainst him, lest they renvunce all hope of
the glittering privwe, the secret donconr, the
share of the Joan, the loiterv-tickets, the
cuntruct, the place, e pension, the provi-
sion tur i suny, @ bephew, a coisin, or the
clesical wtor of the famudy, who has per-
haps prown gey o hungey hope, fed only
by the mea_re dictof o sninisterial promise,
Thus the raue fur cut-hining others in
externals contributes Lo ruin both fortune
and prnciple. Add to this, that the pre-
valence of pageaniry crects i society a
false standinnd of human excellence. Money
becomes the deity. Money is o give con-
sequence, consideration, power. Money
engrosses honour, which 1s due, and has
often been paid, to poverty, when adorned
with art, virtue, knowledee, or any other
kind of personal werit. the man becomes
nothing, und money all. low must the
human mind sink 1n such & conjuncture !
1ts noblest encrgies cannot give it that esti-
mation with mankind, which money, in-
herited by a fool, or acquired by a kunave,
boldly clabms and obtains, Then what en-
couragement to young nen 1o pursue im-
rovement with any singular ardour?
mon attaioments are perhaps the best
adapted to facilitate the acquisition of
money. Comuon attainments and super-
ficial ornments will form the whole of
‘ tion. the mean time, miND is
neglected, and human nature degenerates.
Then steps in the despot. For the conse-
quence, take the map, and lock over the
cvuntrics which formed ancient Greece.

The Pageaniry of Private Life contributes to Despoliom.

The ntry of life, considered in a
political view, us designed by the grandees
0 awe the people, and keep them out of
the pagx of selfish happiness, which the

dees have fenced with high pales, and
guarded with spring-guns and man-traps,
certainly may lay claim to the praise of
deep cunning or worldly wisdom,
pazeantry of life may answer the purpose of
the scenery of the play-house, and keep
the vulgar from heholding the grundees of
the world, before they are dressed and
made up for public exhibition. The galleries
would certainly luse much of their venera-
tivn tor the theatrical kings, quecns, and
notles, if they were tosee them behiud the
scenes, unbedizened.  The pagedntry of
lite is theretore highly effiracions in delud-
ing the vulzar. When not carried too far,
and ahused for the purposes of vppression,
ity sometimes have its use. Bt is i,
in genersd, conducive to the happiness of
man; either of those who are the actors in
the pageant, and gratifs their pride by at-
tractiny the eves of beholdere: or of those
whoare led by it to a foodish awdmiration
and a tame aequicseence? Chains of pold
and silver are no less galling than fetters of
iron.

Pageantry has contributed perhups more
than uny other canse to the prevalence of
war, the hane ot happinese, the diszrace of
human nature. ‘Lhe erund operations of
war, the splendour of arms, the finery of'
military dress, have been the aniuscments
which despots have chicfly delighted ing
whenever they could bebold thenin perfeet
consistence wiih their own personal satery,
The pageantry of war duzzles voung minds,
and supplies both anmies and navies with
withing victims.  The ugliness of <laughter,
the desolation of fertile plains, the burning
o peacetul villages, have all been unnoticed,
amid the pride, powp, and cireumstunce of
glorious war.  'The tste for false glure and
deceittul appearances of happiness and

lory, has then been one of the most pro-
itic parents of human calamity. It has
patiared robbery, and covered foul murder
with a glittering veil of tinsel.

All imposture is ultimately productive of”’
evil, Pageantry, in a wretched world like:
this, assumed by infirm mortals dosmed
shortly to die, cannot but be deceitful. Its.
object is to put off false and counterfeit
goods for true. There is nothing in human
affairs that will justity or support that glare
of happiness which the try of the
rich and great wish to display. The mask
is too small and too t to conceal
the face of woe, the wrinkles of decay and
imperfection. In times of great ignorance,
when scarcely any could read, and very
little communication was preserved among
the different orders of enrietv. the mam-
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mery of courts sand courtiers tsught the
vialgar o believe that the internal organize-
tion of beings, so decorated externally, must
be of a superiornature. Princes and priests
dressed themselves in grotesque in
8 kind of masquerade habit, to carry on the
But the reign of great wigs, fur
gowus, hoods, and cloaks, 15 nearly at its
close. Gilded coaches, horses richly
caparisoned, gaudy hamuer-cloths, fine
fhotmen, endeavour to supply their place;
but they have lust much of their influence;
and at last it will be found, that to obtain
the respect of the people, it will be neses-
sary to deserve it. No longer will the pub-
lic admire the poor crzature who rides
within the cuach, for a splendour which he
owes entirely to the mauufacturer of carri-
ages, the patnter, the carver, the gilder, the
harness-muker, the horse-dealer, and the
greom.  No longer will men unjustly trans-

er the praise due to the wailur and hair-
dresser, to the proud beau, who struts as if
the earth were not good enovugh to tread
wupon, nor the people whom he meets, to
ook at as he passes them,

The pageantry displayed by contractors,
by plagemen, by pensioners, by commis-
sarics, by ull who fatten on the public spoils,
may justly be considered as an insult on
the people.  In times of great prosperity it
mict)t be winked at; butin times of distress
and adversity, it is offensive.  Itunswers no
good end. It merely gratifiss the vanity of
those who make the ostentation. How can
they find in their hearts to throw away
sums that would maintain thousands, in
setting off themselves, and making a figure,
during an hour or two every day, in Bond-
street and Pall-Mall, while they pass hun-
dreds who are ready to perish with cold
and huuger, and caunet but know that the
world abounds with instances of extreme
‘want and wisery?  The pageantry of the
unfeeling creat in France aggravited the
sense of suffering under its de-poti m; but,
-on tlie other hand, in provoking rhe people
by the insult, it accelerated and completed
the glorious revolution.

1t'is probuble that every little wretch who
decorates hinself, and all that belongs
him, with finery to the utmostof his puwer,
‘would be a despot, if he could, and dared
He shews all the dispositions to a-sume
‘superiority withuut merit. He certainlyhas a
narrow and vain mind. Hecannotbe a philo-
sopher or philanthropist.  With all his style
and splendour in eating. drinking, dwelling,
dressing, and riding, we cannot admire
him; ihen let us pity, or deride.

Mere folly might be laughed at and neg-
fected; but the folly 1 describe is mis-
chievows. It delights in_oppression aud
war; and is ane of the principal promoters
of the despotic spiris.

Sscrion XXIV.

Tasolence of the higher Orders to the

Middie Ranks and the Peor; with
their affected Condescension, in ocer-
tain Circumstances, to the lowest of
the People.

PUBL!C corruption must produce private.
When priDE is 8 ruling principle in
the cunduct of stata afiuirs, if must display
itself in every part of domestic life, accome
panying its lordly possessor from the palace
at 5t. James's and the levee in Downing~
street, to the rural mansion in the distant
provinee, to the convivial table, to the firew
side, to the stable, and to the dog-kennel

A duc degree of sell-respect, a dignified
behaviour, a demand of what is due to one.
selt, attended with a cheerful payment of
what is due to others,are highly landable,
and have no connexion with that senscless,
sullen, cruel pride, which marks the spirit
of despotism

This latter sort of pride is totally desti-
tute of fecling fur oltxcrs. It scarecly ac-
knowledges lﬁn common tie of humanity.
It atands alone, completely insulated from
all human Leings below ity and connected
only by a narrow isthmus with those shove
it, It seems to think the world, and all
that it contains, created for its own exclu-
sive gratification. The wen and ween in
itare merely iustruments subservient to
the will and pleasure of wristocratic juso~
lence.

With this idea of its own privileges and
claims, it is no wonder that it shews symp=
toms of extreme sureness and excessive
irritation on the least oppusition to its will
and pleasure.  Accordingly  those of the
human race, whose wshappy lot it is to be
domestic or menial servants to persons of
cither sex who swell with the scifish pride
of aristocracy, are Keptin a state of ahject
servility, compelled to wateh the looks und
motions of the demigod or demigoddess,
and spoken to with a severity of langua
seldoin used 1o the horees 1 the stable,
or the dogs in the kennel. No attendance
by night or by day can be sufficient. Such
superior beings cannot perfurmi the most
ordinary operati-ns of nature without assist-
ance, which degrades both the giver and
recciver. They cannot put on their own
clothes ; butlike eastern tyrants surrounded
by slaves, stretch themselves on the ¢ uch
of indolence, while their fellow-creatuies,
equals by nature, with trembling solicitude
fasten a button, or tie a shoe-string. The
slightest error, delay, or accident, draws
down imprecations on the head of the offen~
der, more terrible. than the anathemas of

pope.
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If the Little Mogul affect spirit, then he
talks, in his ire, oﬁ:omhips, kicking down
stairs, breaking every bone in the skin of
the wretched operator, who, as human
Rature is prone to error, nimy have deviated,
in adjusiing a curl, from the stundard of
court propriety.  Wheu he has occasion to
speak of une of his servants, he commonly
says, ** One of my rascals did this or that ;"
and when he speaks to them, especially on
the slightest neglect or mistuke, his choler
breaks out into maths, curses, and epithets,
expressive of bitterness and venom, tor
which language has not yet tuund adequate
termns,  The genins of Homer, which de-
scribed the wrath of Achilles, can alune
paint in colour black enough the atroeiry of
the great man’s ire. I it were not for that
vulgar thing lawe, which, on some oceasions,
makes no distinctions, the great man would
trample the httle man who has buckled his
shoe wwry, out of existence.

To mamtuin that accurucy of dress and
splendour of appeatance, which so superior
a being thinks absolutely necessary, certain
vulgar people, called tradesmen, must inevi-
tably be emiployed ;. and in this conntry of
plebeian blerty, they will no more work for
a nabob, or a rich contractor, or a peer of
the realnt, without pavment, than for a
French sans culottes.  Rut woe betide them,
i they have the msufferable insolence 1o
}:rcu-m their bl uncalled, though their

amilics are starving, and their landlords are
ejecting them from their habitations. ¢ The
msolence of the rascals! (exclaims the great
man,) let them wait, let themn call again,
and thirk themselves well off if 1 do not
chastise them with a horsewhip, or kick
them down stairs, for knocking at my door,
and bringing bills without order. But, d've
hear: pay the scoundrels this time, and
mind, I never deal with them any more 1
Then follows a volley of oaths and curses
on the heads of all such blackguards, low-
lived wretches, scum of the carth, thieves,
and pickpockets, that do not know how to
keep their distance, and treat a gentioman
with due respect. “ Aye, (he adgs), there

we see the spirit of the titnes, the effect of

these cursed doctrines, which those mis-
creants,* the philosophers, have broached, to
the destruction of all law, order, and reli-
gion, throughout Furope.”

_The middle rank of people, who reside in
his vicinity, he takes no more notice of,
than if they lived at the arctic or antarctic
pole. He keeps them ata distance, because,
though not so rich as himself, yet claiming
and supporting the rank of gewtlemen, they
would be likely to approach too near, and
perhaps presume upon something of an

* Lord Auckland’s expression, when speak~
ing of modern philusophers.
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equality, not only by nature, but by selfz
esteens and institution. He passes his next-
door neighbours in his carriage or on horse~
back, in his daily rides, without conde-
scending to turn his eyes upon him, He
does not recoliect even their names. They
may be very good sort of people, for any
thing he knows to the contrary ; but really
he has not the hooour of knowing them, A
despot will not beur a rival near his throne 3
and therefore he cannot bear any who, with.
inferiur furtunes, might happen to c(}ual hime
1 spirit, in seuse, in behaviour, and in edu-
cation.  But it there be anv body in the
neighbourhood very low indeed, so low, as.
to be removed from all possibility of clash-
ing with his impertance, such an one he wilk
make 4 companion, and shew him most
marvelious marks of humility and conde-
seension.  Indeed, for the sake of obtaining
u little popularity, he will notice cottagers.
and poor children at play, and muake ex-
tremely free with clowns, jockeys, grooms,,
huntsmen, and all who huve any thing 1o
do with dug and horse Hesh.  But Keep.
your distunce, ve little squires, parsons,.
and professional nen, who make saucy.
wetensions 1o knowledge  or ingenuity..
}luw ever, he can vever Le at a luss for com-
pany, while he and his equals drive phae-
tons and four, to dine with each other at
fifteen miles distance, and while officers
are quartered in the vicinity. He is ab-
Jectly servile to his superiors, insolent and*
neglectful to the middle ranks, and free:
and ea-y to the humble sons of peverty,
who will bear u volley of caths whenever-
he thinks proper to discharge them, and
who, it spit upon, will not spit again, be-
cat~e they are his workmen or tenunts.

He who can eradicate such insolence
from a neighbourhood, by treating it with
the contempt und ridicule which it deserves,
certainly contributes tu the happiness of”
society. It is confined in its sphere of”
action; but it is the same sort of despotisny
which ravages Polund, and deluges the.
earth with human gore. In a frec country
like this, where law and liberty flourish,
it is & vulture in a cage, but still tisa
vulture ; and the little birds, to whom na-
ture has given the free air to range in, ought
to unite in endeavouring to destroy it.

Does any sensible man believe that suchr
persons, if their power were equal to their
will, would suffer frecholders of forty
shillings a-year, to vote for members of

arliament; or juries of twelve honest ple~
Keians to decide in state trials, where
ministers are anxious (as they value their
places) for a verdict favourable to their
administration ? They would not permit, if
they could help it, the middle ranks to
breathe the common gir, or feel the genial
sun, which Gop has given to shine mdis-
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criminately on the palace and the cottage.
They are as much enemies to kings s to
the peaple, because they would, it possible,
be kings themselves; but as that is impos-
sible, &ey crouch, like fawning spaniels, to
the hand which has it in his power to throw
thern a bone.

This description of persons is peculiarly
formidable to liberty, because they are insa-
tiably greedy of pewer. From their order
chietly arise the purchasers of horoughs, in
which they traflic on speculation, like dealers
in hops, determined to re-sell their commo-
dity, as soon as they can, to the best bidder,
They are also of that hardened effrontery
which pushes its way to public emplovment,
stands forward at court, und, on all occa-
slous, assumes that importance, which,
from the genersl difiidence of the better
part of mankind, is but too easily conceded
o the most impudent pretensiens.  1ncon-
sequence of this unblushing assurance, this
arrogant, audacious presumption, this hard-
ened temper, which can bear repulse with-
out being ubashed or dispirited, thevoftenest
risc to the highest posts 3 and such as would
be posts of honour, if they were not filled
by men who have not one quulity of a
beneficent nature, or which deserves the
esteecrn of their fellow-ereatures.  But
though they have no inclination to do good;
they acquire the power, which they fail not
to exercise, of doing much evil. They en-
courage arbitrary principles. They depre-
ciate the people on all occasions; and add
weight and confidence to the aristocratical
confederacy. They may sumetimes be men
of parts.  They are seldum deficient in the

races of Lord Chesterficld.  But they are
Eard-heartcd, selhish wretches, attached to
the childish vanity of the world, and pre-
ferring a title or a riband to the peace, the
lives, the property, and the liberty of their
feliow-mortals ; all which they are ready to
sacrifice, even fur the chance of pleasing a
prime minister, and obtaining some hauble,
which reasun must ever despise, when it is
not the badge of experienced virtue.  ““Une
of these (says an old writer®) values
being called His Grace, or Noble Marquis,”
(unideal names as they are,) “ more than a
million of lives, provided that in such a ge-
neral destruction he can save oNE; and
to confirm themselves in their ill-gotten
honours, they generally hatch plots, suborn
rebellions, or any thing that they think can
create business, keep themselves from being

uestioned, and THIN mankind, whereby

¢y lose so many of their enemies.”

® Samuel Jolinson; not the Lexicographer,
whose religion was often Pupish superstition,
and whose loyalty the must irrationol ‘Toryism,
I venerate his abilities ; but detest bis politics.
He would bave displaced the Brunnwvick
family for the Stuarts, if his power had kept
pece with bis inclinations,

Sserion XXV,
Of a Naturel Aristocracy.

NOBIL(TY, according to the idea of the

vulgar, both in high and low life, is
nothing mre than RicHES that have been
a long time in one family : but it often hap-
pens that riches have been originally gained
and preserved in one family by sordid ava~
rice, by mean and dishonestarts; such arts
as arc utterly incompatible with true nobi-
lity, with superiority of inteliccts, united
with generosity of disposition.

Most of the titles of nobility, and other
civil distinctions, were taken from was : as
a marquis, 1 duke, a count, a baron. a
landgrave, a knight, an esquire. The ine
ventors of arts, lﬁc imyprovers of life, thuse
who have mitigated evil and sugmented the
good alloted 1o men in this world, were not
thought worthy of any titular distinctions.
The reason is indeed sufliciently obvious;
titles were originally bestowed bf despotic
kings, who required and rewarded no other
merit but that which supported them by
vivlence in their arbitrary rule. In some
countries shey are now given, for the same
reasons, to those who cz'ect the same pur-
pozcs, not by wur only, but hy CORRUPTION,

Persons thus raixed to civil honours, thus
enriched by the long-continued favour of”
courts, would willingly depreciate all dignity
which i~ derived from Gop and virtue onlty'
unindebted to patents royal  They wou &
create an artificial preference w a dstine
guished few among the human race, whicte
nature is for ever counteracting, by givin,
superior abilities 10 those who are pushe
down among the despised and neglected
many. This conduct is both unjust and
unnatural. It cannot be favourable tos
human happiness, because it is adverse to
truth, and does violence to the will of Gon
manifested in the operations of nature. I
France it was carried 1o that extreme
which brought it to its termination. There
is a tendency to carry it to extremes in al
countries where courts predominate. T
friend of reason and of man will thercfore
endeavour to convince the people, that an
aristocracy, founded on caprice or accident
only, without any regard to superior abilities
and virtues, is a fertile cause of war, and
all those evils which infest a great part of
civil society.

That the sest and ablest men should
governthe worst and weakest, is reason-
able: and this is the aristocracy appointed
by Gop and nature. But what do we mean
when we say the best and ablest men?
Do we mean men of the »est families; that
is, men in whose families riches and titles
bave long been conspicuous? By
ABLEST men, do we mean men who possess
the greatest power, by unlue iufluence, in
borough and “county electicns, though the
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ion of that power be strictly forbidden

exertion bes
by the law and constitution?  Or do we
mean men of honest, upright, and bene-
welent uxanrs; of vigorous, well-infurseed,
wellexercised und s? Certainly
the latter sort, which forms the eristocracy
established by Gop and nature. This s
gold; theking's head stamped upon it may
make it a gwinea. The other i> only cop-
; und though the same impression may
x:fmndc upon it at the ming, it is still in-
trinsically worth no more thau a halfpenny.

But Mr. Burke has fevoured mankind
with a description of what he calls a true
Datural aristocracy. i

The first requisite®, according to him,
£3 ¢ v be bred ina PLACE Of estimution.”
Mr. Burke is & good classical scholar, and
often writes Latin in Enghsht. Prace
hiere is the Latin tocus, which every polite
scholar has observed to signify rasivy. If
I were to translate this hittle sentence into
Latin, T might venture to render it in this
manncr: honesto oportet oriundus sit oo~
you mestyus the common people would ex.
press it, be a gentlowan bornThe accident
of birth theretore is placed at the head ot
the qualifications necessaty to give a man
pre<eminence i society.  The doetrine s
certuinly consistent with the whole tenor of
the Lok ; but whether iteontributes to the
gencral huppiness of mankud, or tends to
the pirit of despotism, bt hmparial ob-
servers determine. Mr. Burke had said 4
few lines botore, satis est cquitem mihi
Plowdere—* 1t bs enough tor me that geathe-
amen or nebles approve my doctrine” and
there is therefure little doubtbut thut he s
satiched ; for thor appiobation must be
secwied by vpinions so favourable to their
dmpurtance i socicly, independently  of
Tubotiows, virtuous, and wscrid exertion,

Tie nest seguinde 35, o sii nothing
fow or sordud from one'’s inlaney ;™ that s,
1o be heptat a distance from the swinish
muhmulc, w0 as hol to hnow those waats
which 1t 1% the business of snperiors, or
©of & natursl aristucracy, to supply or alle-
viate.

The thivd reguisite is, “ to he faught
to respect oneveif” This seldom reguires
any yreal fewching  wmong persons who
have the twu preceding requsites. Pride
and seltishness are the very priociples of
despotism, .

The fourth requisife to  natural aris-
0Cracy, “is to be hubitunted to the censorial
dnspection of the public e Yer; so
habiwated as to be Lardcucd by efltontery,

® See Appeal from thensw to the old Whigs,
128.
¢ Thus he uses the word vasT, which the
commun repder understauds VERY GREAT,
tn it classical sense, for desofate. Many
otber instances might be given.

Of ¢ Natural Avistotracy.

and to say that & king Aolds his crown® in
contempt of the ; 80d, setis et equitem
miki which may be

3 rendered,
rastically, * 1 care nothing for the
proplc's censorial eye or tongue, il the
6aeaT honour me with their applause, for
defending their exclusive priviieges from
being uodden under the hoot™ of the
swinish multitude.”

I pass over some very proper reguisites,
to pioceed 10 the last. ‘Ihe lust is, “w
be among rica traders, who, from their
sUccess, are presumed to have sharp and
vigorous underssandings, aud to possess
the virtues of diligence, order, constancy,
and regularity, and 10 have culivated an
habitual regard to commutative justicesr—
These are the circumstances of men who
furm what 1 should call a natural aristo~
cracy, without which there is xo NaTION,
Witbout this, (the writer intunates, in &
few subsequent lines,) ue cannot re-
cuguize the eqistence of the rrorLe.”

Respecting Mr. Burke greatly, as [ do,
and ugreeing with him in many particulars
b this very passage, 1 caonot help thinking
that he has Lml two much stress on riches
and nirTH, 0 pointing out the men in=
tended by NaTURE tu take the lead in all
human affuirs, and to form what he calls a
true natural aristocracy.

Nam genus et proavos ct qua non fecimus ipsi
Vix ea mostra voco,

¥ think it injurious to society and mankind
at large 1o lasish honours aix! center power
on accudental qualitics, which may ewst in
their greatest degree and pertection without
the le ot particle of personad merit, without
wisdom or benevolence. 1t di-courages
industry, It stitles all virtuous emulativn.
1t makes vrcnes the grand object of pure
sttt not fur thelr own tntrinsic value, not
for their power of supplying nccessaries,
and even lusuries, but tor the poditicad con
sequence they bestow, tndependend, of the
mude of acquisition or expendiare, I
would huve 1o ipota1ry, Gob hus shewn
his pecaitar indignatien again-t it I
world nut worship a calf, theugh a golden
one.  hixes Loo, and gods made of stocks
and stones, can only cummand reverence
from men readly sunk to a stale below the
swine.

I know Lord Bolinghrake's doctrines of
liberty are disliked by these who see their
own consequence incressing in the in-
creasing spirit of despotism. But I will
cite a passage from him, which may
counterbalance the servile ideas which some
men entertain of the Aristocracy con-
stituted by NaTURE.

“ It seews to me, (says he,) that in
order to maintain the moral system of the

* Mr. Burke's doctrine.
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world st & certain point, far below that of
ideal perfection; but however sufficient
upon whole to constitute 2 state easy
and happy, or, st the worst, tolerable; 1
83y, it seems to me, that the Author of
Nature has thought fit to mingle, from
time to time, among the societies of men,
a few, and but 3 few, of those, un whom
be is graciously pleased to bestow a larger

rtion of the @thereal spirit, than is given,
in the ordinary course of his providence, to
the sons of men, # ¢ ®

“ You will find that there are superior
spirits, men who shew, even from their in-
fancy, though it be nat always perceived by
others, peshaps not felt by themselves, that
they were born tor something more and
better. ‘These are the men to whom the
part [ mentioned is ussigned.  Thelr talents
denote their general designation.

“ 1 have sumetimes represented to my-
self the vivcar, who are accidently dix-
tingtished by the ttles of kinG und
SUBJECT, of LORD and vassad, of noble-
man and peasant 3 and the Frw who are
distinzuished hy nature so esseniially from
the herd of maukind, that (fizure apart)
they reem o be of another species. The
Jornerloiter or trifle away their whole timie;
and their presence or their gbsence would
be equaidy unperecived, if eaprice or acci-
dent did not raise them often to stations,
wherein their stupidity, and their vices,
make them a preLid smisrorTiae.  The
latter come into the world, or at lea't con-
tinue in it, atter the effects ol surprise and
inexperience are over, like min who aie
seit oh more important crrands,  They
may indulze themselves in pleasure ; but
as their industry is not employed about
trifles, su their amusements are not inade
the business of their lives.  Such men
cannut pus< unperceived through a couutry,
If they retire trom the world, their splen-
dour accopanies them,and enlightenseven
the obscurity of their retreat. 1t they tuke
a part in public lite, the effect is never iu-
different. They either appear like ministers
of divine vengeance ; and their course
through the world is marked by desolation
and uppression, by poverty and servitude ;
or they are the guardian angels of the
country they inhabit, sUsy to avert even
the most distant, evil and to maintain or

rocure PEACE, plenty,and the greatest of
man blessings, LIBERTY.”

Such men, when they take the latter
course, and become the guardien angels of
the country they inhubit, are the eristocracy

inted by God and nature. Such men,
fore, should be selected by kings for
civil hopours, and public functions of high
importance. If kings were republicans in
the proper sense, all the people would be
royaﬁsn. Bt when, brilliant hionours and

ministerial employments are bestywed on
fools and knaves, becanse they were be
gotten by ancestors whom they disgrace, or
possess riches which they abuse, govern~
ment becomes a nuisance, and the

feel an uristocrucy to be little better than an
automaton wachine, for promoting the par-
poses of royal or MINISTERIAL despotism.

Sterion XXV
The excessive Love of Distinction and

Power which prevails wherever the

Spirit of Despotism _exists, deadens

some of the finest Feelings of the

Heart, and counteracts the Laws of

Nature.
IN asvatem of manners, which renders the

possessiunn of riches more honourable
than the possession of virtue, which at-
taches a dezree of merit to hereditary rank
and nominal distinetions, above all that
personal exertions can possibly acquire, the
natural ideas of right und wrong are cone
fomded ; and man, hecome a depraved,
artificial anial, pursues pre-eminence in
soctety, b counteracting nature, us well as.
by violating justice,

That he coanteracts noture, under such a
system, will he evident, on considering the
present state of conjugal wnion among
those who appear to place the chiet good ot
man in riches, splendour, title, power, and
courtly distinetions.  Love is every day
saerificed, by the loveliest of the species,.
on the altar of PRIDE,

The fine sen-itilities of the heart, it sufe
fered to intluence the choice of a companion
for lite, might lead to family dugrat‘uriun.
¢ Nature, then, avaunt! (exclaims Aristo~
crucy.)  Louve is a vulgar passion,  The
simplvst damsel, that slhunbers under the
root of straw, feels it in all its ardour..
Duunghter, you have nobler objects tham
mere nature presents.  Remember your
birth,  You must make an alliance which
may aggrandize the family, which may add
title to our riches, or new brilliancy to our
title.”

In vain have the Loves and the Graces.
moulded her shaye and face with the nicest
symmetry. In vain has art added her £nesg
polish to the work of nature. Poor IpHI=
GENIA must be sacrificed. Her heart, per~
adventure, has chosen its mate, and baplg{
would she be, if she could renounce all
embarrassments of high fortune, and emu-
late the turtle-dove of the vale. Butnoj
she must not tell her love. Perhaps the
object of it is ouly a commoner ; perhaps he
is only a younger brother; perhaps he has
little to Tecomimend him but youth, besuty,
honour, and virtue. He cannot keep her
an equipage. He has no mansion-houses
Yet her heart inclines to him, and both
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Gov and nature approve her choice; but
neither her heart, nor Gop, nor nature, will
be heard, when pride and aristocratical in-
solence lift up their imperious voice, and

her to remember her rank, and
keep up the family dignity,

Lunr"“' is introduced as a suitor, un-
der the father's authority, Lord s#ees jp.
fluences five or six borouzhs, and the june-
tion of such sn interest with that of the
Lamily must, in all human probability, se-
cure u riband and perhaps 4 marquisate.

His lordship is ten years older than poor
Yphigenia. His life has been spent, trom
énfancy, in the midst of luxuries and plea-
sures, to speak of it in the sottest terms,
He has a lively Juvcni!e pertness about
kim; but his face is that of an old man—

le, ur rather yellow, except hiv nose,
which is decorated with a settled redness,
and his forehead, which is variegated with
carbuncles.  Several of his front teeth are
gone, having been sacrificed w0 Venus by
ﬁ\e gt Mercury,  His hreath—ye poets,
bring your roses, your honeysuckles, your
Jusmines—not for comparison —but, it pos.
aible, to drown the stench which, while he
soheits fphtrenia’s hand, is like that which
dasues from a putrid carcass, or the aper-
eures of a boghouse, Nothing offensive,
however, oozes from his neck, the deep
tholes of the king's evil having lately been
completely cicatrized by a skiitul ‘quack
doctur, as 3 mieasure preparatory 1o his
approachiug nuptials.

Jehold, then, the suitor, alighting from
& high phaeton, beautifully m]umcfi with
<oats of arms, not only on the sides and
back, but on the lining, drawn by four
erearn-coloured ponies, and followed by two
finc figures of men in white liveries, with
dorses richly caparisoned, and displaying,
in every part, where it 1s possible, coronets
of silver,

Iphigenia appears delighted at the ho-
nour of his proposal, though her hcart,
when she reclines on her pillow, feels a
pang of reget which no language can de-
scribe.  The struggle between love and

ide is violent; but it passes in secret.
g::e heurs ot nothing ameng her compa-
mions, but of the great alliance she is going
to make with an ancient and illustrious fa-
mily. Splendid mansious, glittering car-
viages. birth-day dresses, flit before her
imagination. Above all, the delightful idea
that che shall take precedence ot those who
now think themselves her equals and su-
periors, dispels -every thought of Love.
As to the mMay, the husband, he is scarcely
considered at all, or he must be considered
with disgust. But his title, his house in
town, his mansions and parks in the coun-
try, his parliamentary interest, the favour
in which he stande at enort. the brilliant

agpeanncc he makes in the realms of £
shion ; these, added to a father's influzn
determine Iphigenia at once to forget ik
object of her love, and give her hand i
deformity, disease, putrescence, and folly
She marries: the family estates and infle

ence are united, and the battered, worn-ci.:
bridegruom becomes, in time, a Marauis.

The puny offspring of such connubis’
alliances are trained in the same idolatroic
veneration of rank, title, and grandeur;
aund woway, fermed to luve and be loved,
sacrifices her happiness to family pride, and
lives and dies a legal prostitute, withoui
once tasting the exquisite and patural de-
hght of victuous, cqual, and sineere afiee-
tion.—Taught from the cradle to believe
herself a superior being, she is cheated of
the happiness which fulls to the lot of those
who view  their fellow-creatures us one
great family, and are not too proud to par-
take of the common banguet of hite, and to
chous a partner like the turtle of the vale.

Now mark the consequence.  In no rank
of society is conjngal huppiness more rarely
found than among those who have imbibed
most cupivusly the aristocratical principles
of selﬁsL [‘nd)c. The present age ahounds
with public and notorious instances of infe-
licity of this sort in the highest ranks of
suciety. 1t would be painful to dwell upon
them  Idrop a tear of pity on the lovely
\'icltirns to despotisin, and let the curtain
fall.

But surely that degree of prinE, nursed
by ill-constructed syetems of suciety, which
leads to the violation of the first law of na-
ture, and produces misery of the severest
kind, ought to be disgraced and reprobated
by all who have hearts sufficiently tender
to sympathize with the sufferings of their
fellow-mortals. Love, and the natural af
fections between human creatures, are the
sweet ingredients which Providence has
thrown into the cup of lite, to sweeten the
bitter beverage. And that state of socicty,
which divests man of his nature, which
renders him a factitious creature, which
hardens his hcart with seltishness, and
swells him with the morbid tumours of
vanity, deserves execration. It increases
all the natural misery of man, and with-
holds the anodyne,

Somcthing inay be said in excuse for the
more amiable part of the species, when
they discard love from their bosoms to in-
dulge pride. Their haughty fathers too
often inculcate the lesson of pride from the
earliest infancy ; and teach them to think
nothing really beautiful and lovely, which
is not marked by fashion, or varnished by
titles, riches, and heraldic honours. The
men in general set them the example.
They lavish their love on the courtesan,
and follow prudence in the choice of a wife ;
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that is, they seek not a heart that beats in
unison with their own, but a legal con.
pexion which increases their fortune, or ag.
dizes their situation, A marriage of
ove, at an age when the heart is most
prune to it, is considered as a folly and a
misfurtune, unless it advances the man in
socicty. The women Jearn to retaliate,
and to give their hands without their hearts;
gratifying pride at the expence of love.

When truth, justice, reasun, and nature,
are little regurded, in competition with
the pESIRE of distinction, which is the case
wherever the spirit of despotism has insi-
nuated itself, ull tyne and sol:d happiness
will be sacriticed tor the appearance of su-
periority in birth, in gos.sc»iuns, in houses
and carriages, and above all, in court fa-
vour. ‘The tenderest ties of cunsanguinity,
aftinity, and friendship, snap asunder when
oppused 10 the force of any thing which is
likely to contribute to personal splendor or
family pride, political consequence, influ-
ence at elections, und finally, to the honours
conferred by royalty.  The little aspirants
at subordinate degrees of despotisny, ure
continually crawling up the hill, ever louk-
ing at the brilliant object on the summit,
and leaving below, all that love and nature
teach them to embrace. .

From this priuciple, uanatural as it is,
arises the anxous desire of aristocratical
bigots to make, us they express it, an kLD~
EST SON ; to starve, or at least to distress,
a dozen sons and daugliters, in order to
leave behind them one great representative,
who may continue to toil in the pursuit of
civil pre-eminence, for the gratification of
Jumily pride.  The privileges of primogeni-
ture establish petty despots all over the
land, who are interested, and sufficiently
inclined, from pride as well as interest, to
promote the spirit of despotism. They
would have no vbjection to the feudal sys-
tem, in which the only distinction was that
of lords and vassals. Not contented with
engrossing the property which vught to be
shared among their brothers and sisters,
they claim privileges in consequence of
their property, and would uppropriute the
birds of the air and the beasts of the forest
for their recreation in the field, and their
fuxury at the table,

When the laws of nature, and eternal
truth and justice, are violated, no wonder
that despolism advances, and man is de-
graded,

Secrron XXVIL

On the Opinion that the People are
annthilated or absorbed in Parlia~
mexnt ; that the Voice of the People
48 no where to be heard but in Par~

liament ; and on similar Docirines,
TH F.RE is no dactrine so absurd but pride
and selfishness will adopt and maihtain
it with ohstinacy, if it be conducive to their
ratification.  Alexander, it is said, really
elieved himself a god. The vilest of the
Czsars demanded divine honours. Many
instances are on record of wretched beings,
with hardly any thing worthy of mun about
them, forgetting, in consequence of's little
elevation above others, that they were mor-
tals; behaving with the wickedness and
cruelty uf devils, and at the same time arro-
gating the puwer and dignity of the celestial
nature, lt1s reluted of Hanno, the Cartha-
ginian, that he taught starlings to suy,
“ Deus Hunno;”* and that when a very
large number had learned their lesson, he
turned them loose into the woods, hoping
that they would teach the wild birds on the
trees to repeat the same words, and that
thus the divinity of Hamno might be
wafted into the remotest regions, and be-
come the worship of the universe. Such
conduct appears to resemble the ravings of
the poor junatic, who crowns himself; us he
sits in his desolate cell, with a crown of
straw, and bmagines, while he sways a
sceptre of the same materials, that he 1s an
emperor. Butin truth, the pride of des-
pots, I mean those who have all the dispo~
sitions of despots, though they may not
have the diadems, displays many of the
symptoms of downright lunacy. Pride is
allowed by the pliysictans to have a puwere
ful effect in turning the brain; and though
it may not always fit the unhappy suffcrer
for Bedlam, vet comiuonly renders him
unfit for the offices of social life.

Shocking as madness is, it somctimes
behaves in a manner which turns pity into
laughter. Can any thing be more ridicu-
lous, than the insolence of some persons,
who having adopted high aristocratical no-
tions, to correspond with their high birth,
high titles, and high rank, declare that
they know not what is meant by the people
ont of parliament; that they do not ae-
knowledge the political existence of the
people, but on the benches of St. Stephen’s
chapel? Individuals of low degrec they may
know, and employ in their service, but they
know nothing of the people, a8 miflions of
MEN, possessing rights or power.  The
constitution (say they) knows nothing of
the people considered as individuals,” King,
lords and commons constitute the nation;
but what is meant by the People they can-
not divine. A mob they know, and would
always have them dispersed by the mili-
tary, as soon as two or three are gathered

¢ Hannolis a God.
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together: but the people, as a part of the
constitution, tiey never could discover,
Mr. Burke, the great Coryphazus of aris-
tocr8 -, says, “ As 8 people can have o
sight to a corporate capacity without wai-
versal comsent, so neither have they a right
to hold exclusively any lands in the nume
and title of a corporation.  On the scheme
of the present rulers in our neighbouring
country, regeneratcd as they are, they have
un more right to the territory called France
than I (Edmund Burke) have. 1o are
these msolent wmeu, colling themselves the
Freach natwn, that would monopulize this
fair dowain of nature? Is it because they
speak a certain jarzon ? Iy it ther mode
of chattering ?  The cruwd of men on the
other side of the Chanuel, wio have the
wmpudence to call themselus o rroree, can
pever be the law{ul exclusive posses-ors of
the suil.,”  How truly laughabie to hear an

individual, Mr. Edmund Burke, taving
twenty-six - miicos of human creatures

with iMpebENee, for presuming to call
themselves o rroetr ! 1 omust smile at
such ubsurdity, while I sincoredy Luanent
that this mgenious nan hus twssed the op-
portunity of raising his family to the preer-
age, the urund object of s nany years
indefatigable Libour, by @ loxs never to be
repaire«faanrl in whieh every teeling heart
must svimpathize.  Ambitiun, what art thou
to the techings of a father, exclaimiog, like
David, O Absalot, iy son, my sont”
The great teacher Death shews the vamty
of all human aspirations at sublunary
lory, ile wio loses a son u the prime of
ife and the career of honour, may learn to
weep over the thouwsands, whese dearest
relatives have been cut off by the sword of
war, i cobsequence of doctrines which he
nintatied by a gaudy display of his clo-
quence, without turesecing or regarding the
calamities they had a tendency 1o produce.
The subtle writer goes on and oberves,
that “ When the multitwde  (from  the
context he means a MAIORITY of Hhe people)
are not under the habitual social disci-
pline of the wiser, mere export, aund more
opulent, they can scarcely be said to sx in
civil society. ... When you separate the
common smé of men from their proper chief-
tains, so as to _form them intu an adverse
army, 1 no longer know that venerable ob-
Ject called the prorLe, in such a disbanded
race of deserters and vagobonds. For awhile
they may be terrible indeed ; but in such a
roanner as wild beasts are terrible.  The
nind owes to them no sort of submission.
They are, as they have always been re-
puted, rebels. They may loofully be
POUGHT WITH and brought under, whenever
an advantuge offers.”
What gave rise to these elucidations he
has tld us & few pages before, ¢ The

f . PO T
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factions now so busy unongstus, in urdes
to divest men of all love of their country,
and to remove from their minds all duiy
with regard to the state, endeavour to propz-

te an opinion that the pEopLe, iu furming
zgl:cir commonwealth, have by no means paries
with their puwer over it !” Horrendum dictu §

% Discuss any of their schemes—their
answer is—it is the act of the pEopLE, and
that is sufficient!—The people arc masters
uf the commonwealth ; because in sub-
stance they are the commonweaith! The
French revolution, say they, was the act of
the majurity of the people; and it the ma-
Jority of any other people, the people of
England for instance, wish t¢ muke the
sume change, they have the sume righte—
Just the sume, undoubtedly.  Thit i,
NONF AT ALL” ‘

Such isthe doctrine of this warm partisan
of arictocratical distinetion. Bat what say
seven or eizht mithons of good people, who
wish neching, iu thewr interferenee o poli-
ties, but to seeure and extend their own
happiness, aud to make ull others happy
withm the sphere of their influence ! Let
them say what they please, their remon-
strance must unt be heard, 'They are polia
tical non-entivics 1 they are, as pride com-
maonly calls interiors in private life, nosopy,
or pieople whom nobafy knows.

But now comes the tax-gatherer,  These
non-entities must find real anzit le money
to pay tur the salaries of pluces, to pay
pensions, and the interest of money ad-
vaniced tor the waging of wars, said to be in
detenee of law, order, and rehigion. It will
not do to plead that they have no political
existence. A very comsideribie part of their
property, the preduce of therr kibour, must
be annually paid for the support of those
who have the effrontery to say they are not
visible, as a majority of individualy, in the
cve ot the constitution.

At a general election, would any candi-
date for a considerable city or county dare
to advance ~uch opinions respecting the in-
significance, or rather non-existence, of the
people; as have been advanced by borough
members, in their zeal far power and pre-
rogative > The People would deny the doc-
trine with a voice loud enough to silence
the most obstreperous decluimer.

Mr. Burke will make no new converts to-
this opinion. The Tory party had adupted
it previously to the instruction of their san-
guine advocate. It was always one of their
principles. The people themselves will cer-
tainly reprobate wdess which lead to their
political annikilation in every respect, but in
the privilege of conu'ibuﬁngb‘m the public
revenue. But one caanet be surprised at
any wild assertions of a man who writes
under the impulse of passion. Anger, in-
lamed by mortified pride, seems to animdte
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almost every sentence of his late invective,
And what sre we to think of ths wrIGIsN
of one, whu, in the commencement of the
alarm concerning French principles, is said
o have proposed to Mr. Fox to join together
(these are the very words of the proposal)
W “ FROWNING DOWN THE DOCTRINES
of LIBERTY.”* The proposer must have
oo small vpinion of himself, when he ima-
gined that, assisted by one more, he could
Jrown down the ductrines of liberty. Jupiter
shook Olympus with 2 nod; and Burke was
to discountenance liberty, and annihilate
the political existence of a people, with a
PROWN.

Divisum imperium cum Jove, Burkus habet.

1 revere the private virtues of the man. I
feel and admire his excellence as a
writer. [ deplure the mistuke which has
led him 10 gratify the few in power, at the
expence of miilions of his fellow-creatures,
who would have rejoiced in such an advo-
cate against the influence of the despotic
spirit. ~ Laperial power has mieuns enough
to maintain itself.  Genius  should  ever
espouse the cause of liberty, und of these
who have no =tanding armies, no treasury,
no tribe ot dependents, nothing to stand
their friend, but a good cavse, which, n a
corrupt state of soclety, is o often defeated
by a bud one.

May the people, inall climates which the
sun views in lus daily progress, prove their

Htical eaistence by thar public virtuel

ay despots learn to fear the power of
those whose happiness they have dared 1o
destroy! In our own country, we have a
king who rules in the hearts of his peopie,
and who would therefore be the first to re-
_jectthe doctrines of Mr. Burke, which tend
to sink the people, as a majoriiy of indi-
viduals, into a state of insignihcance.  May
the people cluim and preserve their rights,
in defiance of all overruling influence, and
all sophistical declamatiun.” But let them
pursue their philantrophic ends with steady
eoolness,  Let them respect themselves,
and act consistently with their dignity,
Let not a single drop of bloed be shed, nor
a single mite of properly unjustly seized,
in curreciing ubuses, and recuvering rights,
Let them pass a glorious act of amnesty,
and genervusly forgive the Pitts, the
Burkes, the Loughboroughs, the aAuck-
lands, the Mansfields, the Wyndhams;
proving to an admiring world, that a great
PEOPLE can be gentle and mercitul to trail,
erring individuals, while it esplodes their
errors, and calmly evinces, by virtuous
energies, its own political existence and
supreme authority! '

* See Mr. Wyvill's Letter to Mr, Piw,
PEe 106

Bzcrrow XXVML
The ionalble Contempt threcn om
. Lecke, and his Writings in

Favour of Liberty: and on other

Authors end Books espousing fhe

same Cawse.
l‘l‘ is an infullible prouf of great abilities

in a writer who esjauses the cause of the
people, when he i cavilled at, wrinten
against, and condemned by the persong
whose despatic principles he has atidege
voured to espose and refute. It is g
sign that he has touched them to the
quick, and left a sore place, the smart of
which 1y cuntinually ur&ing them 10 mur-
mur, Their uffected derision and conempt
of him are but transparent veils to hide the
writhings of their tortured minds; an uwk-
ward masque to cover the ugly features of
Imputent revenge, struggling, through pride,
to conceal the paintul emotions of rage.

Itis amusing w0 ohserve what mean und
fittle arts ure used by these angry persons,
to lower the churacter of any writer, whose
arguments they cannot refute.  They hire
avenal twul to write his life, and crowd it
with every falsehood and calumny whiely
party malice can tivent, and pupular cres
duly dissemiuate. They reiate, without
examination intw o single fart, and decide,
without the smallest attention 1o candour
or justice. ‘The man s to be hunted down,
The minisier and his creatures cry Lavoe,
aud let slip the vermin of corruption.  The
newspapers, in Jaily paragraphs, discharge
the venum of abuse on has name.  Vengd
crifegues pour thedr acrimunions censure, in
ceneral terms, on his compositions, which
they could not equal, and dare not examine
with impurtiality.  Nich-nunies wre fasten-
ed on i and whenever he is spoken of,
all additions of respect are viitied, aud, in
their place, some famifiar and valgar gbe
Lreviation of bis ehriztian name is used to
vilitv his surname.  Poor artitices mndved §
for while they expuse the mulice and weak-
ness of tho~e who use them, they leave the
arguments and doctrines of the writer
rather confirmed than shaken by an attack
s0 feeble.

1t is pot surprising, indeed, that cotempe-
rary writers in faveur of the peuple, what~
ever their abilities, an.l however convineing
their arguments, are treated wilh afiected
contempt, as ofien as they excite real
admiration. Envy always strikes at lvi
merit. Thepulicy of the aspiratts st arbi_
trary power unites wilh envy, o depress aj)
wha are rising tu public estecm by person
exertion, by their own virtue, independe
ly of court patronage and hereditary distilit=
tion. Butitmight be supposed that dep D8~
ed genius, elevated, by the conspiring v;‘i';
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of nations, to the highest rank, would be
surrounded with 8 sapctity which would
defend it from ion, It is not so.
The love of power, in the hearts of mean
and selfi-h men, acknowledges no reverence
for genius, It has no reverential feelings
beyond the purlicus of a court. The false
brilfiaucy of what is called high and fashion-
able lite, is preferred by it to the perma-
nent lustre of all solid perconal virtue.

Mr. Locke, therefure, one of the chief
glories of English literature, is to be depre-
ciated, for e wrote on the side of Liberty.
Possessing renson in Freatrr perfection than
most mien, he naturally inclined to e<pouse
the cause of MaN, without confining his
regurd to those who boasted adventitious
honours, the fantastic distinetions of birth,
or the fortuitous advantages of fortune,
These are few, compared with the millions
who constitute the mass of a common-
wealth.  His understanding, greatly ele-
vated above the ordinary standurd, clearly
saw, that the purposes of real philanthropy
can be uccomplished solely by improving
the condition of the Many, They must be
taught to know and value their rights,
They must learn to reverence thmme?v.w,
by tecling their importance in  society.
Such an improvement of their minds will
lead them to uct consistently with their
dignity as rational creatures, and as mem-
bers of a community which they love, and
the welfure of which they find to depend on
their own virtue,

Mr, Locke was certainly stimulated to
write his book on government by these
philosophical and philanthropic ideas. In
pursuunce of those ideas, he wished to cup-

rt, by doctrines favenrable to general
iberty, the Revorvrion, Letus attend
to his own waords in his Preface.

“ Thewe papers, (says he,) 1 hope, are
sufficient to establich the throne of our
great Restorer, vur present King William ;
to make good his title, in the coxsenT OF
THE PeoPLE, which BEING THE ONLY ONE
OF ALL LAWFUL GOVERNMENTS, he has
more tully and clearly than any prince in
Christendom ; and to justify to the world

the pec:]}lc of Fngland, whose love of their
justand natural rights, with their resolu-

tion to preserve them, saved the nativn
when it wus on the very brink of slavery
and ruin,”

Mr. Locke’s book then tends directly to
strengthen the foundation of the throne on
which the present royal family is seated.
It is equally fuvouruble to the king and
the people.  Yet because it is a? all favour-
able to the people and the general cause of
liberty, it is the fashion, in the aris-
“tocrut:cal circles, to revile it. It is said to
‘contain the elements of those doctrines
‘which the philusophers of France have

dilated, which gave independence to Ame-
rica, and rendered France a republic.” It
is said, very unjustly, to contain the semi-
nat principles of Mr. Paine’s matured and
expanded tree. Mr. Locke, therefore, the
gcatdefender of the Revolution and of King

‘illiam, i~ reprobated by Tory courtiers,
and numbered, by the aspirants at enormous
power and dprivileges to which they have
no just and natural claim, among Lord
Auckland's  « miscreants  colled) philoso~
phers”

Men who undertake to defend any thing
contrary to the commmon sense and common
interest of mankiod, usually hurt the side
they intend to defend, by promoting a dise
cussimn, and calling forth common sense,
excited by the common interest, to defend
its own cause. Thus Nir Robert Vilmer's
book gave rise both to Sydney's and Locke’s
defence of liberty,  Thus Mr, Burke's Re-
tiections on France drew forth Mr. Paine’s
Rizhts of Man, in which 1s much exeel-
lent matter, mingled with u blumeable
censure of limited monarchy, Thus Sal-
masius’s mercenary invective sgainst the
republicans of’ England in the last century,
provohed the great Milton, scarcely less
eloquent in prose than in poetry, to defend
the right of the people of England to
munage, in their own country, their own
concerns, according to their own judgment
and inclination,

Miltun and Locke are great namnes om
the side of liberty.  But Milton has been
treated contemptuously; and some have
shewn a spirit illiberal enough to detract
from his poetry in revenge for his politics.
His last biographer, Dr. Johnson, who had
many early prejudices which his most
vigorous reason could not to the last sube
due, was, by eurly prejudice, a violent
‘Tory and Jacobite. 1 think there is reason
to believe, that he would have been easily
made a convert to popery. I vencrate his
abilities und virtues; but I cannot help re-
marking, that his high-church and high-
prerogative principles led him to speak less
honourably of Milton than he must have
done 1f he had viewed him through a me-
dium undiscoloured, Milton was a greater
man than Johnson ; and though I think he
went too far in his hatred to monarchy
and cpiscopacy, yet, in extenuation, let 1t
be considercd how much monarchy and
episcopacy had becn abused in his time,
and how much more friendly to freedom
they both are in our happier age. Milton
discovered a noble spirit of independence,
and his writings contain some of the
finest passages that ever were written in
vindication® of civil liberty. They contri-
buted to raise that spirit which alterwards
produced our happy revolution ; and I have
1o doubt but that Milton would have re-
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Joiced under a limited monarchy. It isto
writings and to a spirit like his, mankind
are indebted fur the limitation. If honest
and able minds like Milton's had not ap-
peared on the part of the people, it is
probable that no such thing as a limited
monarch would have been found on the
face of the earth; and the family now on
the British throne would have been known
only in the petty dynasties of the German
empire.

Free spiritsare therefore to be pardoned in
some crrors which the propensity of human
nature to err must ever render venial; aud
the gencral tendency of their writings to
make the ma-s of markind free and happy,
ought to sccure attention to their doctrines,
and honour to their names. The encmies
to the spirit of despotism have seen with
pain, the attempts to lessen these great
men in the eves of the world extended to
writers of less renown, but of more recent
date. They bave scen men, good men in
private lire, and philosophers, whose dis-
courses and letters have gained the notice
and esteem of cvery enlightened couutry,
reproached, vilified, persecuted, and almost
destroyed, hecause, in cunsequence of that
fine understunding which had done so
much in philosophy, they made somie dis-
coveries in politics which must for ever
militate powerfully againct the spirit of
despotistn.  Voltaire, Rousseau, Raynal,
Price, Priestley, Paine, however difierent
their characters, attainments, and abilities,
are all vilified together, (because they have
written admirably on the side ot liberty,)
all involved in one indiscriminate torrent
of obloquy. The partisans of unlimited
power would persuade us, not only that
they were knaves, but fools, Sume of
them huve very exeeptionable passages in
their works; but where they treat ot civil
liberty, they plead the cause of human
nature. ‘They have not pleaded it unsuc-
cessfully.  Politicsl artifices cannot stitle
truth and common sense.

The independent part of mankind, who
detest parties and faction, and mean
nothing but the happiness of their fellow-
creatures, will do well to be upon their
guard against the misrepresentations of
those who would vilify a Locke, a Milton,
a Sydney. Let them read and judge for
thémselves. The men who are anxious
to withhold or extinguish the light, may
fairly be suspected of intending to do evil.

Secrron XXIX.
Of the Despotism of INFLvENCE; while
the Forms of a free Constitution are
preserved.

4 I HE words of a great lawyer, instructin
4 the youth of anation at a celebrateﬁ

university, must be supposed to be well
considered.  Blackstone, the grave com-
mentator, after expatiaing on the advan-
tages derived from the Revolution, proceeds
to remark, that * though these provisions
have nominelly and in eppearance reduced
the strength of the executive power to a
much lower ¢bb than in the preceding pe-
riod ; yet if, on the other hand, we throw
into the epposite scale the vast acquisition
of force arising from the Riot acr, and
the annual expedience of a sTAND=
G ARMY; and the vast acquisition of
PERSONAL ATTACHMENT, arising from the
maguitude of the national debt, ungl _1he
manner of levving those yearly millions
that are appropriated to pay the interests
we shall find that the Crown has graduall?r
and imperceptibly gained almost as much
INFLUENCE as it has apparently lost in pre-
rugative.” )

Blackstone, consistently with the habits
of his profession, expressed himself cau-
tiously. He says the Crown has gained
almost as much influence as it has appa-
rently lust in prerogative. There are men
of great political judgment who think that
it has gatned more. The House of Com=
mons has, in an auspicious hour, resolved,
and it can never be tuo often repeated, that
the influcnce of the crown has increasedy,
is increasing, and ought to be diminished.
Influence is more dangerous than prero-
guative. Itisa subtle poison that acts un-
seen. I'rerogative can be resisted, as a
robber; but influcnee is an assassin.

Lord Bolingbroke tells us, that “we
have lost the spirit of our constitution ; and.
therefore we bear, from little engrossers of
delegated power, what out fathers would®
not have suffcred from true proprictors of
the royal authority.”

Such sugges:ions are certainly alarming.
They come from high authority, and are
abundanty confirined by recent transac~
tions. The nitude of the national debt,
and the <hare that almost every family in
the kingdom, directly or indirectly, pos-
sesses in the public funds, contribute, more
than all other causes, to increase the in-
fluence of the Crown among the mass of
the people. But the debt is still increasing,
in consequence of war. Property in the
funds is still more widely diffused ; the in-
fluence, in consequence, morc extended,
Liberty may be more effectually invaded
by the influence of the stocks, than it ever
was invaded, in the days of the Stuarts, by
the abuse of prerogative.

We are happy in a king, who, making
the happiness of the people his first object,
certainly would not avail himsclf of any
advantages afforded by circumstances, to
intrench upon their liberty. But be it re-
membered, that ministers in this country,
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with their favourites, ofcen constitute an
OLIGARCHY.

This ministerial oLicARCHY may cer-
tainly abuse the influcnce of the Crown, so
a8 10 render itself virtually superior to
the limited and constitutional monarchy.
Should such ever be the case, the oligarchy
will be & species of despotism, the more
formidable as the more insidious ; possess
ing the power, but denying the form. By
& judicious distribution of tavours, by allur-
ing all the rich and great to it side, either
by hope ur by fear, it may ercct a rampart,
which the independent part of the people,
acting fom uo system, and disunited, wa
wainly seek w demohish. The monarch
and the pevple ey join hund in band,
without ct’l'vc!, agutnsta minsterial oligarchy,
thus butiressed by o facivn compased of
rank and wealth, artfully combiued, in the
meanest manner, for the basect purposes.
Falve ulurins may be spread on the danger
of {rrnput_y from the tiffusiun of new prin.
dl'y e, 20 us 1o drive all who possess un acre
of Luid, or u hundred pounds i the public
funds, within the wiisterial pale.  Keli-
gion way be said o be tn dunger, inorder
to bring in the devont and well-disposed,
Order wiay be declued in jeopardy, thut the
weals, the stanid, wal the quict way be ied,
by thar fears, to waite with wealth and
power. Plots amd consniracies are commen
exprdients of delusion. They have been
wsed, by prothizate ministers, with such 4
total disregard to trinh and probability, that
they now T»v:,in 1 dose their effect, But
Low dreadtul, 1 influesce should ever pre-
wail with stRrirs, tu gratify the inventors of
false plots, treasons, and conspiracies, by
briugus 1a veidicts favourable to the views
of the vitlanous tabricators Y English juries
are idecd sulluncorrupted. “They are un-
conitected with courts und ministers. And
the uncorrupt part of owr <astem, in cases
of state trisly, is able to prevent the mischief
which would be caused by the corragt part
of it.  The honest juties, in the Jate triuls
for treason, have not onty done honour to
our country and to human nature, but added
great strength to the cauwse of trutlhy, justice,
andd the constitution,

But it is truly alarming, to hear the ver-
dicts of jurics obliquely impeached 1y
GREAT MEN i the legwslutive asscwblus,
Theie has appeared no stronger symptom
of the spirit of despotism, than the attempts
of courtiers and crown lawyers, in the
public senate, to vilify juries snd their
verdicts, given after a ore solemn and
Jonger invextigation than ever tuuk place on
similar trials.  Persons acquitted atter such
an orde.l, have been said to be no more
mnocent than ocquitted felons. That the
peeple have boru such an iusult on their
most valuable privilege, with pativnce, is a
proof that & tame acyuiescence has been

Suenee should destroy

produced among them, unknown to their
virtuous ancestors.  1tis to be hoped the
insult will stimulate future juries topreserve
their rights with jealous vigilance, and
render them imp le by ministerial
influence, directly or indirectly applied. 1If
the men who disapprove the verdicts of the
virtuous juries, on the late occasions, had
themselves been the jurors, they would
have given different verdicts, prunounced
the prisoners guilty, and assigned them over
to the resentment of irritated, aristocratic
pride. S0 mighty is the despotism of in-
fluence, that neither justice uor mercy can
check it in the breast of a proud parasite.

There is every reason to believe, (and the
belief'is highly consolatory,) thut juries will
long continue 1o preserve their ntegrity ;
because they are indiscrimately sciccted
trom the middle-rank and the mass of the
people. Influence caunot reach every indi-
vidual in the millions that constitute a great
nation.  But we must remember that in-
fluenee is bnerensing 3 and that its nature is
to ditluse deadly puisuu, without giving
alrm, Like the air loaded with infection,
it silently and secretly wafts disease into
the strongest abodes of health, wnd penes
tra‘es the castle, which is impreguabie to
the sword of the open invader.  Therefore,
as influence mereases, the jeadotsy and vie
gilunee of the uninfected part of the come
munity shuuld  increase o proportion,
Though undue inlluonee may never operate
ot juries, vet iy there no danger dest it
should, at sonse distant period, cuntaninate
the minds ot judges il crown lueyers, for
whose ohsequivus iaterpretutions of law,
1wy be held up prizes most ghitering in the.
eves of inagination, and mest alluring to
avarice and vanity !

But grantng that the toud stain of cor=
ruption should never spot the white robe
of justice: that the religion of an oath
sheuld still be  revered, and cooscience
hold the budance with an even hand; yet
is there no danger lest e despotism of in=
the vitls of'a free
coustitution, and Jeave noiling behind but
the form, the erwvie, the pame? There
was & scuate winder the vilest of the Roman
emperors. The British house of commons
might become wnder a minwsieriud oligerchy,
the mere levee of a prime minister.  They
might meet mercly to “bow and bouw,” res
cewe their orders and duuceurs, and then
depart in peacen

The preseat state of the house of coma
mons cannot be oo generally known; and
1 theretore transcribe the following passage
tfrom the Proceedings of the Society of the
triends of the Peuple.

“The condition of the House of Cam~
ons is practically as follows :—-

« Seventy-one pecrs and Treasury
NOMINATE hinety members, and procurs
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the return of seventy-seven, which amount to
one hundred and sixty-seven, Ninety-one
commoners nominate eighty-two members,
and procure the return of fitty-seven, which
amount to one hundred and thirty-nine.”

So that the peers, the Treasury, and rich
commoners with influence equal to  peers,
return three hundred and six’ members out
of five hundred and thirteen, which is the
whole numiber of English representatives
in the Houte of Commons. The Scoteh
members ure not considered in this part of
the LReport.

The Socicty give the names of the dif-
ferent patrons at full length, to authenticate
their statement ; and 1 believe its accuraey
and authenticity have never been contro-
verted.

Afler observing that serenfy-ure PERERS
and the Treassry nominate or procure the
return of one hundred and siatyv-seven
mesbers of purlionont, who  may vote
away the people's money, and muke Jaws,
with the other branches, to Eind many
millions, let ns remember, that at the
comnienccinent of every session, the fol-
lowing resolutious are eatered on the
Joury s —

“ Resolved, that no peer of this realm
hath any rizht to give his vote in the elec-
tion ot auy wember wo serve i parliument,
Resolved, that it is a hizh imringement
upon the hberties and priviieges ot the
Commens of Great-Beitain, for any lord
of parfiament, or any lord-lientenant of any
cunty, to conrern themselves in the elec-
tion of members to serve for the Cuiminons
in parlamient.”

The committee of the Triends of the
Peaple sax, « they have heen the inore dis-
Lw\(d tu tuke notice of these resolutions,

ceause the power of the House of Lords,
in matters of election, hias been prodigiously
increased, within the lust fen yeurs, by the
ercation of aine peers, who return, by
nomination and influcuce, no less than
TWEXTY-TOUR
Communs. If, therefure, the interference
of the Lords in the election of the Com-
moss be, as the latter uniformly declare, a
hizh infringement of their liberties and pri-
vileges, the Committee must report those
liberties and privileges to have been of late
subject to the most alarming and frequent
attacks.”

After producing facts that defy denial, I
confidently leave every honest and sensible
man in the kingdom, unblinded by pre-
Jjudice, unwarped by interest, to determine
whether the cause of liberty is not on the
decline, and the spirit of despotism likely
to avail itself of the general corruption of
the aristocracy, and the tame acquiescence
of the people,

" I Jeave the question to be determined by

members to the House of

oy
such men, whether it is not possible that
INFLUENCE May create a compiete dede
potism in a country, even while the forms
of a free constition are preserved im-
violate?

Seerrow XXX,

The Spirit of Despotism delights in
‘ar, or systematic Murder.

“THF. people of England are industrions,
they are pmccfu:‘. they wish to cnjoy
the fruits of their industry without a war,
and to recover their Jost weight in our
iised frame of government, without the
hazards of a revelation.

“ 1t is from the prevalence of Mr. Burke's
pelitics alone, among the upper classes of
sucie'y, that the rise of wny dungerovs dis-
affcction in this country 15 1o he appre-
liended. To the plain sense of English-
men, 4 war commenced with France, on
his priteiples, muat appear to he @ war on
French liberty, to beat down the ecuitable
claws of refurmution hore, und eventually
{o destroy cucry waluable rizht of the poaple.

« Sueh will be the sugpected mutives for
plunging this country ina war, in which
vur flodds moay be victorious, bot in which
even our suceess¢s st be ruinous, For
views thus wild and chimerical, the nation,
whose wounds received in the fate war with
America are handly vet closad up, must
prepare to bleed atresh. For objects thus
odious and detestable, the industrions classcs
of the people haust forcgo their comforts 3
the sheulders, already galled with taxes,
the pernicions consequence of fermer 18-
Jesticr and FoLLy, must subnit asain to
new aud heavier impocitions,

¢ They will be cheerfully eoted, no
doubst, by the fiithful Commons: but the
Commons will no longer enjoy the confi-
dence of the public. Yvery vote of credig
or supply will then increase the general
di-gust; and <houd no greater disaster
betal us, the mere protraction of the war
must exhaust the patience of a disabused
people.

“ But what may bhe the contagions effect
of Trench opinions on a nation sick of the
war of kings, groaning under an intolerable
load of taxes, and hopeless of redress from
men, whom they will ccase to consider as re-
presentutives, it is needless to state. To
foresee it, is casy; to prevent it, may be
impossible.”

Thus far the exc:llent WyviLy, in a lete
ter to Mr, Pitt, in which he wisely dis-
suaded him from the unfortunate and dis~
graceful war, of which that minister must
soon repent, though power and repentance
do not usual]}y unite. o dissuasion
¢cool Mr. Pitt’s heroie ardour, or check his
Jjuvenile impetuosity. War was hustily come



menced. The consequences were furetold,
and the prediction is tulfilled.

But to an accurate observer it is an
alarming proof of the spirit of despotism,
when the GHEAT are eager to rush intu
war ; when they listen W no terins of ae-
commodation, and scom tw pegociate, in
any moide or degree, previously te un-
sheathing the dreadful instruent of slaugh-
ter. If war, instead of being what it has
been called, the ratio wltima, becomes the

ratio primu regum, Lis a proof that reason

has lost hier esnpire, and force usurped hier
throne.

Fran is the principle of all despotic go-
vernment, and therefore despols make war
their first study and delight. No ures and
scicnees, nothing that contributes to the
comfort or the embellishment of human
society, is half so tuch attended to,
countries where the spirit of despotism
is established, as the means of destroying
humian hte.  Tigers, wolves, earthquakes,
inundations, are all innocusus to man, when
compared with the fiercest of monsters, the
GORY DESPOTS.
destruction! way the day be near, when,
ay wolves have been utterly exterminated
Trom Fagland, despots may {)e cut off from
the fuce of the whole earth ; und the bloody
memory of them loaded with the execra-
tion of every humn being, to whom God
has givens heart to feel, and u tongue to
utter !

Wherever a particle of their arcursed
apirit is found, there abo will be found a
propensity to war, In times uf peace, the
grandees tind themielves shrunk to the size
of common mortals. A tiner house, a finer
couch, a finer coat, a finer livery than others
can aftord, is all that they can display to the
eye of the multitude, in proot of their as-
sumed superivrity, ‘Their Power is incon-
giderable,  But no sooner do you blow the
‘blast of war, and put urmies under their
conuuand, than they feel themselves indeed
great and powerful. A hundred thousand
nien, in battle array, with all the instru-
ments of destruction, under the command
of & few grandees, interior, perhaps, in bodily
streugth, to every one of the subject train,
and but little superior in intellect or cou-
Tage, yet holding a1, on pain of death, in
absolute subjection; how must it clevate
the little despots i their own opinion!
« This it is to live, (they exclaim, shaking
hands with each other,) this is to be great
indeed. Now we feel our power. C-lo;y be
to us on high; especially as all our fame
and greatness 1s perfectly compatible with
our personal safety; for we will not risque
our K:ecious persons in the scene of danger,
but be content with our extended patronage,
with the delight of commanding the move-
ments of this human machine, and with

Fiends, furies, demons of

The Spirit of Despotism delights in War.

reading of the blood, slaughter, and burnt
villages, in the Gazette, at our fire-side.”

All the expence of war is paid by the
people, and most of the personal danger in-
curred by these, who, according to some,
have no political existence; 1 mean the
wultitude, told by the heud, like sheep in
Smithtield. Many of these troubiesome
beings in human I{)rm, are happily got rid
ot it the fickl of battle, and more by sick-
ness and hardship previous or subsequent
to the glorious day of butchery. Thus all
mahes fur the spirit of despotism,  There
are, in con~equence ol 4 great carnage,
fewer wretches left to provide for, or to
oppose it will 5 and all the honour, ull the
profit, alt the amusement, falls to the share
of the graders, thus ruised from the insig-
nificance and inglorious indolence of peace,
to have their names blown over the world
by the trumpet of Fame, and recorded in
the page of history.

Dnta state of war not only gives a de-
gree of personal importance to sume among
the great, which they could never obtain by
the arts of peace, but greutly helps the
cause of despotistn.  In times of peace the
people are apt to be impertinently clamor-
ous for refurin, - But in wuar, they must say
no more on the ~uhject, because ot the pub-
lic danzer, 1t would be ill-timed. Freedom
of speeeli also must be checked. A thou-
sand little restraints on liberty are admitted,
without & murmur, ina tine ot war, that
would not be borne one moment during the
halevon days of peace.  Peace, in short, is
productive of plenty, and plenty makes the
prople saucy.  Peace, therefore, must not
continue long after a nation has arrived at
a certain degree of prosperity. This is a
maxim of Despotism. Political phlebotomy
is necessary in a political plethora, * Biced
them wsyue ad deliguium, (says the arbi-
trary doctor,) and I will undertake that
in tuture the patient shall be more tract-
able.”

Frasmus, the fiiend of man, the restorer
ot civil and religious itberty, has the follow-
ing passage in a Dissertation on War, lately
translated into English under the title of
Antipolemus :

*¢ There are kings who go to war for no
other reason than that they may with
greater ease establish despotic outhority
over their own suhjects at home, For in
time of peace, the power of parliaments,
the dignity of magistrates, the vigour of the
laws, are great umpediments to a prince
who wishes to exercise arbitrary power.
But when once a war is undertaken, the
chief management of affairs devolves on a
few, the ministers of executive government,
who, for the general safety, assume the
privilege of conducting every thing accord-
g to their own humour, demanding un-
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limited confidence. The prince’s favourites
are all exalted to places of honour and protit,
Those whom he didlikes are turned out and
neglected.  Now— the time of war) is the
time for raising as much money upon
the pecple as the despot's heart can wish.
In short—now—the time of war, is the
time that they feel themsclves despots in
very deed and truth, not in name only, but
despots with a vengeance, In the mean
while, the grandees play into one another's
hands, till they have eaten up the wretched
PEOPLE, root and branch. Do you think
that men of such dispositions would be back-
ward to seize any, the slightest oceasions, for
war, so lucrative, su flattering to avarice and
vanity #*

Language has found no name sufficiently
expressive of thediabolical villainy of wretches
mn high life, who without persomal provoca-
ton, i the mere wantouness of puwer, and
for the sake of increasing what they already
puassess in o great abundance, rush into
muerder ! Murder of the innovent! Murder
of myriads! Murderof the stranger ! neither
buowing nor caring how many ot their fellow
creatures, with rights to hfe and happiness
vqual to their own, are urged by poverty to
shed their lust drop of bluood in a foreign
land, far from the endearments of kindred,
to gratify the pride of a piw at home, whose
despotic spirit insults the wretchedness it first
created,  There is no greater proof of human
folly and weakness, than thata whole people
should sutler a fewr worthless grandees, who
evidently despise and hate them, to make
the world one vast slaughter-house, that the
grandees may have the more rovm to tuke
their insolent pastime in unmolested state.
A man, a reasouable being, a christian,
plunging the bayonet, without passion, into
the bowels of a man for hire! The poor
creatures who actually do this (in despotic
countries) are but mechanical instruments of
kpaves in power,  Their poverty, and not
their will, consuts. May Heaven's sweet
mercy, then, wash off the bloud-stains
from their hands, and rezerve its wrath for
those whose thirst of power, which they
never had a wish to use for the good of man,

* ¢ Suntqui non aliam ob causam bellum
moven!, nisi it hic vid facilins in 8vos TYRAN-
NIDEM exerceant. Nam pacis terporibus, se-
ndlus auctoritas, magistratum dignitas, legum
vigor, nonnihil obstant, quominiisticeat principi,
qinequid libet.  At, bello suseeplo, jam omuis
rerum summae ad paucorum lbidinem devoluta
est. Evebuntur quibus beve vult princeps: deji-
ciuntur quibus infensus est.  Exigitur pecunie
quantum libet, Quid multis? Tcy pEMCM
SENTIUNT 8E VERE MONARCHAS esse, Colludunt
interim duces, donec infelicem populum usque ad
radicem arroserint, Hoc animo qui sint, an eos

utas gravetim arreplurcs, obisiam quameonque
Lm vocssionem "/ Bndsston

leads them to wade to it through seas of
human gore!

Let any dispassionate man, uninfluenced
by placemen, pensioners, contractors, and
expectants of court fuviur, impartially con
sider, from the earliest ages 1o the present,
the history of war.  lle must obscrve that
scarcely any wars have been just and neces.
sary ; though they almost all have claimed
these cpithets, with a persevering formality
which would exeite ridieule, it ridiculy were
not lost in abhorrence. He will find that
fully, extreme fully, wearing a crown instead
of u fool's cap, has, in many countries, from
the mere wantouness  of ischief, cried,
* Havoe, and let slip the dogs of war” He
will find that in most countries (our own, of
course,always exeepted ) war has heen eagerly
sought, from pelicy, to divert the prople's
attention from domestic abuse, to aggrandize
those who build the fabrie of their grandeur
on the ruins of human happioess, and to
depress, tmpoverish, and humbie the peopile,

‘Lhere is nothing from which the spirit of
liberty has so much to fear, und conse.
quently the spint of despotism so much to
hope, as from the prevalence of wilitary
fovernnient, supported by vast standing
armies, and cucouraged by alhanees with
military despots on the continent of Europe.
The whole energy of the sound part of our
free constitution should be exerted in its full
foree o check a proud winister, who rashly
runs into a war, and notwithstanding accu-
mulated  disasters, persevercs in is pro-
sceution.  He cannot hope for victory.
Hequust have some other motive for per-
severing  against all ratiomal hope,  Let
the PEOPLE investigate the motive; and if
it be inimical to LIBERTY, let them succour
herin distress, by calhng in her best ausi-
liary, PraCE.

Secrtoyn XXX
On the Idea that we have arrived at

Perfection in Pulitics, though all

other Sciences are in ¢ progressive

Staie.

YIORY who have been fortunate enough

to huve gained possession of honours
and protits, undera corrupt system, well
pleased witii things as they are, boldly con-
tend thatthey cannot be better. But these,
compared with the mass of the community,
are few, and ultimatcly of little conse-
quence. Their opinion therefore must not
weigh against any improvement which is
likely to promote the melioration of human
affairs, Let them enjoy unmolested the
luxuries of the table, the splendour of equi-
pages, large houses, and every other extera
nal advantage, which makes ULttle man
swell into fancied importance, In the
meantime let every honest, benavolant mems
e of Lhe mmakykvd’n with
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being happy himself, without desiring to
entrench on the happiness of others, endea-
vour to reform abuses, and promote cvery
improvement which can render human life
(short as it is, and full of calamity) more
comfortable, and less exposed to the inju-
ries and contumelies of the proud oppres-
sor.
Hewards are offered for the discovery of
the longitude at sea. Men are not only al-
lowed but encouraged tu prosecute their in-
quiries into all other arts and seienves. But
the grand art, theart of government, that is,
the art of securing the avil happiness of mil-
lions, isto be considered as sucresd and -
scrutable,  Those very mullions whom it
more smmediately interosts, dare not, af the
despots could prevasl, o hitt up the awful
veil,  Hacks, gmibbots, bowstrings, chaing
and prisons, are prepared, 10 onost of the
kingdoms of the world, to awe the curious,
and check the spunt of political amprove-
ment.  OpriMisy has long been estublished
in the courts of despotic princes. W haterer
Vo, 08 vight, say they ; for knowing that they
stand ona rotten foundation, they fear that
the very fixiog of the scatlold for repair
would precytate the downtal of the whole
fabric.

Markind might, at the close of this cen-
tury, justly eclebrate w geaeral pubilee s for
arbitrary government, i Burope at least, has
reeeived its death-bow by the revolution in
France. Andatis devoutly tobe wished, for
their own sakes, that in louted monarchies,
the voice of truth and virtae, cailing for the
reform of abuses, cxtsting evidently as the
meridian sun, will never be sidenced by the
terrors of the faw m the huads of erown law-
vers, or the sabre of driugoons, under the
command of a despotic munster,

Isit to be brlieved that covernments were
broaght to perfection w caly wud dark ages,
when the munds ol the great as well as the
little were enveloped in the mists of iznoranee,
and shackled by the chams of superstition ¢
Is 1t rensonable to suppase that they who
were narrow-minded, b-informed, childish,
and barbarous inall other parts ot kuowledge
andof conduet, were hberal, wise, and iiumi-
nated in the scicnce and practice of govern-
ment ; =0 liberal, so wise, so illuminated, as to
sirike out at onee & system complete in all its
parts, and sueh as could in nu subsequent
age, in no variety of circumstances, adant of
correction, addition, ur mehoration? Did
this wonderful sagacity, approaching to inspi-
ration, produce any thing dse, in any other
department, which defies all improvement,
and challenges the respect and veneration of
the latest posterity?  Reasoning from ana-
Jogy, we must conclude, that men, capable of
establisling at once & perfect system of go-
vernment, must bave produced other inven-
oy for the and meurity of

Politics in a progressive stals of Improvement.

life, worthy to be preserved inviolate, and
handed down unaltered, till time itself
be absorbed in the ocean of eternity.  But
where shall we look for 1t?  The very
question imphes adoubt of its existence; for
singular excellence, such excellence as a
rroaches to perfection, cannot be concealed ;
wt will shine with its own lustre and
foree, observation and wonder! Is the ar-
chitreture of these paragons or wisdom supe-
rior to the modern, in beauty or conveni-
ence ¥ Let us only walk the strects of Lon-
don, and mark those houses which were spared
by the great fire, and which may fairly be
supposed pnprovements on the more antient
fabries,  We sce them, contrary to every

rinciple of commou sense, with stories pro-
Jeeting over each other, . Wesce them ugly,
mwean, inconvenivut,  Let us proceed to the
north-west parts of that great town,  Take a
view of Portland-place.  Contrast the sym-
metry, the uccommodation, the magniticence,
with the old editices ot Holborn or Alders.
gate, and be persuaded that modern improve-
ments in government might be as much su-
perior to the work of ancient bunglers, as the
elegant building of un Adams or 2 Wyat to
the old mansions now converted iato inns, in
the dirtiest streets, in the most decayed dis-
tricts of the metropolis.

Man is a progressive animal, and his ad-
vance towards improvement is a pleasureable
state. Hope cheers his path as he toils up
the hill that leads hin to something better
than he has yot experienced, on its gay summit
pilded withsunshine. The Jubour of the ascent
1sa delizht. Bat it he cannot help conceiv-
ing, from 4 sense of grievances which he feels,
something EXCELLENT, to which he is pro-
hibited by coercion from approaching, hope
sickens, and ill-humour succeeds to compla-
ceney, Henee arises a disagreement between
the governed and the governors; and the
governors being possessed of present power,
use force and rigour to stifle the murmurs of
complaint,  Cuercion but increases the il
humour, which often lies latent, like the fires
of a valeano, for a considerable time, but at
last bursts forth with irresistible fury, It is
wise, therefore, as well as just, in all govern-
urs, who have a regard for any thing but
their present and private interest, to encou-
ruge discussion, to seck improvement of the
system, and to reject no reform proposed by
great nuimbers, without a cool, a temperate,
and a long deliheration, ‘The reasons for
rejection should be clearly stated, with the
utmost regard to open anJ ingenuous beha-
viour; and those who remain unconvinced,
after all, should not betreated with asperity.
Every individual, in afree country, has a
right to approve or disapprove the system
under which be lives, without peril or can.

troul, while he preserves the peace. His
pencesble deportment and )

acqguimesncs is
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the opinion of others, contrary to his own
conviction, renders him a very meriturivus
character. He may be won over by gen.
tleness; but force only tends 1o excite
the violence which it would imperivusly
repel.
But to tell a man of sense, reading, and re-
flection, that he must not venture to enter-
tain an opinivn on political matters, or the
existing government, different from that of
the minister and the herd of courtiers, is an
impotent endeavour to exercise a desputism
over his mind, against which nature revolts,
and a manly spirit must rebel.  Sucha man
can usually judge of governments, and all
the institutions of social life, better than mere
men of business, however hirh their rank or
important their employments:  far better
than courtiers, occupied in vain cercmonies,
and usually as hittle able us inclined to enter
into deep disquisition.

Indeed it is dithicult to avoid laughing at
the extreme ignorance of crowned heads
themselves, in despotic countries, when one
contrasts it with the importance thev assume
and the pomyp and splendour with which they
transfer their roval persons from place to
place, The sight is truly ludicrous, Are
thase the men, occupivd, as they usually are,
in the meanest tritles and the most de-
grading pleasures, who tell us that the go-
vernment over which they preside, is a per-
fect system, and that the wisest philosopher
knows not how to guvern mankind ; that s,
to consult their happiness and security, so
well as themselves, neglected as they have
been in youth, and corrupted in mauhood hy
panders to their vices, and Hatterers of thewr
foibles, their pride, and their ambition ?
There is reason to believe that muny Kings,
in despotic kingdoms, have been worse
educated, and posscss less abilities, than a
common charity-boy, trained in a parish
school to read and write.  Yet these are
the men who, with their upstart creatures,
presume to call philusophers wretches, and
to condemn the Voitaires, the Rousseaus,
the Sydoeys, the Harringtons, and tle
Lockes.

There are persons, even in countries
where limited royalty is established, who
are for ever extolling the CoxsTITUTION,
with all the abuses that have insinuated
themselves into it, in terms of extravagant
and unqualified praise, They talk aguinst
better knowledge, and may therefore be
suspected of somesinister motive, Theyecan
see defects as well as others; but they as.
sume the worst of all blindness, that whichis
voluntary,

The truth is, these men, for the most part,
are such as would not like the constitution in
it purity, because in its purity the constitu.
tion is really excellent, and highly favour.
able to the Liberty which they bate, The

k4

constitution, in itz purity, renders the people
of congequence, whose political existence they
are inclined to controvert or deny, But
the constitution, in its state of corruption,
is favourable to prerogative, to aristocratical
pride and influence, to Tory and jacobitical
principles; therefure it is, in their eyes,
criminal to handle it, to hiut at its improve.
ment, to remove a grievance, or reform an
abuse, The wholy, together, though vio-
lated every day by corrupt influence, they
atkeet to consider as a written charter, dropt
down from Heaven, like the old Roman
Ancilia, and therefore scarcely to he viewed
by vulgar eyes, and certainly not to be touch.
ed by the hand of the profune ProrLe,

Despotisiu is so ugly in its form, and so
hostile, in its nature, to human happiness,
that no wonder those who wish to ditfuse
its spirit are inchned to check and dis.
courage among the people all political in-
vestigation,  But let it bea rule smong those
who really value liberty and the constitution,
to use the more diligence in political dis-
cussions, in proportion as courticrs and
ministers displav a wish to suppress politi-
cal writings and conversations, and disse-
minate the doctrine, that thmgs are so well
coustituted us neither to require nor admit
any improvement.

Seerroy XXXIT,

On Pouiticar Kruics; their chief Oba
Ject i8 to thrme Power into the Hands
of the worst Purt of Mankind, and
to render Government an Institution
calenlated to enrich and aggrandize
a fewe, al the Expence of the Liberty,
Property, and Lives of the many.

N the sehools of carly discipline, whers

youth is usually initiated in the studies of

humanity, men are taught to believe that
virtue is founded on eternal truth, and that
the distinctions of right and wrong are as
clearly defineable as those between the me-
ridian  sunshine and the midnight shade,
They are told, from the highest authority,
that happiness is to be found in rectitude of
conduct; and that under all circumstances,
whatever may be the consequence, nothing
can justify the dereliction of integrity, The
Sacred Scriptures, the ancient philosophers,
parental authority, the laws of their country,
and the PRocLaMATIONS of kings, all com-
bine to convince them that morality is found-
ed on the rock of truh, and that govern.
menis are sincere in their professions to en-
courage those who do well, and be a terror
only to the EVIL.

Why was a natioanl church instituted and
supported at a great expence, but to enforce
among the people the laws of God, as para-
mount to all human laws, and su i
the wretched devices of state policyt Go.
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vernment, by entering into a strict alliance
with the church, cortainly engages to sup-
the doctrines of Chnstian morality 3 and
it is no lew impious in a king or & minster
to promote or ncrease any public moasures
gnant to Christian morshty, than it
would be in the beneh of bishops,

When we enter our Hbraries, we find our-
selves surronnded with authors, eclebrated
fur ages by the most culightensd part of the
world, who teach the numutability of truth,
enforce the purest doctunes of morality, andd
endeavour to found the dignity and happi-
ness of human nature o the basis of virtue,

But let us Jeave 2 moment the school,

the church, the Lbrary, aud enter a court
aud a cebanet,  There Mackiavelian cthies
pfevail: and all that Las been previously in-
eulcated appears lke the tabs of the nursery
calculated to amuse babes, and Lol then in
the lap of folly,  The erand obyeet of coune
scllors 18 to support and increase the PowER
that appoints to splendid  and  profitalde
offices, with Little regard to the nnprovanent
of human aflairs, the allivation of the evils
of Iife, and the melioration of hwman nature,
The restrnints of moral honesty, or the serus
ples of rebigion, must seldom operate on
public muasures 5o as to impede the aecom-
plishment of ths prinay and momentous
ourpiose. A httle earnash s indeed nsed, 1o
Lid\: the deformity of Machiuvolism; totit
Is 80 very thin, and so caaly distincushed
from the native colour, that it contributes,
amony thinkmg men, 1o merease the dotes-
tation which it was wteaded to extenunte,

Thus, for instance, treatios bhetween na-
tions commence with a most solemn avowal
of good faith, in tie name of the Father,
the Sen, and the oy Ghost,  Great and
mighty nations, professing  Chrstianity,
maintaining a church, and united most in-
timately with the church, eater into agree-
ments, under this awful sanction, and hreak
them without the least reluctance, whenever
a cabinet minister finds it in his inchnation,
or imagines it his interest to causea rupture,
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost
are little thourht of ; but the great objeet is
to strike a blow with advantage, before the
adverse nation is on its guard, and while it
is relying on the treaty,

Another instance of political relinion is
conspicuous in the prevailing practice of
rendering the emoluments of the church sub-
servient to the minister, in securing him
majority, and facilitating what is called his
principal duty, the management of the
SENATHR,

The Roman pontiifs, while in the rank of
inferior clergy, and even of cardinals, have
exhibited the appearance of great piety, and
a religious to truth and justice; but
when advanced to the ¢riple mitre, and be-
come, in fact, Kines, they have usually be-
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come perfectly secular in their public con-
duct at howne, and in their connections with
surrounding nations, and have pleaded, in
excuse, state necessity,  But can anv neces-
sity arise to violate the eternal laws of truth
anrd justice?  Is religion & leaden rule, in
the hands strong enongh to bend it to their
various purposes ¥ Pope Jurivs the Second
appears to have been one of the very worst
princes that ever reigned.  He didighted in
war, while he professed 10 be the represent-
ative of the Prince of Peace, He was guilty
of opyression and injustice; and while he
pretendoed to be feeding the sheep of Christ,
gave himselt no other concern hut how he
might seeure the Heece, Yet all his conduct
wis palliated, by the politicians araund him,
from the plea of state necessity,  Morahity
and relirion guve way to the system of poe
rrrieal gtalcs 3 and he, who ought to have
Blessed mankind, and to have  preached
praee, became theie oppresoer, despot, and
unrelenting murderer, 1 wmontion Jurivs
only as a shiiking instance, and hundreds
may he adduced, of the depraved system
which rules cabinits, and which for the gra-
tifieation of the rew, ronders the MANY mi-
seralile, No Muchinvels cun ever justify, in
the eves of God, or of men uninfluenced by
corruption, any politics, however subtle and
able, which, for the sake of agwrandizing a
wation, ian ahstract ides,- much less of
eratitving w court, renders all the individuals
of the netion o to be rraticlized, poor,
wretched, insecure and slavish,

Let us suppese a nation entering most
eagerly, and without Bstening one moment
to tertus of accommodation, into o most dan-
gerous war, professed(y to cxterminate the
bad priveiples and morals of @ neighbouring
peaple, and to defond laie, order and refégion.
1t is impogsible to imagine but that @ nation
acting in this manner, and with this profes-
swon, must regulate all its own puldic con-
duct, espeeially in a war of this kind, ac-
cording to the serictest law, order and reli-
gion,

Will that nation oppose an armed newtral-
thy, nstituted to prevent the interruption of
newtral commerce? Will she mamtain her
reputation for justice, if she should be the
first and most violent in destroying this neu-
trality ¥ Will she break the far of nations,
by insulting ambassadors?  Will she take up
arms, and actually fizht in defence of popery,
after professing herself at the head of pro-
testantism, and the opposer of all intolerant
su)pers(ition? Will she, after declaring her-
self the friend of order, religion, and liberty,
enter into alliances with and subsidize the
plunderers and oppressors of Poland ¥ Will
she, pluming herself upon the love of order
and religion, and detesting the cruelty of the
nation with whom she is at war, suffer Asia
to be pillaged, and its inhabitants to be
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slaughtered by her own sons; or encourage
the Indians to attack her brethren in North
America; or hire mercenaries of German
princes to do the work of death, in a contest
in which they have no immediate concern?
Will she endeavour to staree a whole nation
with whom she is at war, not only the rulers
and warriors, but infants, women, and old
people, by preventing the importation of
corn ¥ Will she FORGE assignats ¢ Will she
continue the slave trade @

A conduct like this appears to be not only
inconsistent with the pretended defence of
law, order and religion, but at once pro-
ceeding from the spirit of despotism, and
promutive of it, It is certain that o man in
private life, acting in this manner, would be
thought a bad wman, a man destitute of prin-
ciple, and with whom it would be scarcely
less dangerous to be on terms of professed
friendship than of open enmity,  But actions
do not ulter their nature with the paucity or
multiplicity of the actors; and a nation may
e cnilty of perfidy, as atrocious and con-
timptible in its nature, as an individual, and
MWfinitely more misehievous, Certainly the
ddvisers and abettors of such eanduet do not
take the most effectnal means of recommend-
ing to mankind that monarchy which they
wage war to re-establish. They are hurting
Hie cause of KINGs in the minds of inde-
pendent men and of posterity, while they
blindly appear to themselves to be promoting
it with the greatest cnergy.

Whatever may be urzed by sophists or
politicians, it is certain that the great cternal
laws of truth and justice cannot be violated
with impunity. The violation may answer
some sordid und temporary purpose-; but in
the end, it must he injurious, if not fatal.
Truth, like the sun in the heavens, is one.
The clouds indeed are variegated ; but then
they are msubstantial, and of momentary
existence.  So is falsehood. It can assume
any colour. But time causes the huesto fade ;
and trath bursts forth with new etfulgence,
We see despotsm gradually withdrawing
from the finest countries of Europe. It
must depatt, at last, from all, for it is op-
posed by reason and pature. They who en-
deavour to render it permanent, lahour in
vain; but at the same time, they may detain
it a while, and cause, in the inferval, misery
and CARNAGE.

Let us reject all Machiavelsm, all political
ethics, that contradict the acknowledged
principles of truth and moral honesty, There
can be no legitimate government which is
not founded and supported by systems of
conduct favourable to the happiness of hu-
man creatures,—the great mass of the peo-
ple. Good government cannot be formed
on the basis -of falsehood and chicanery.
Let the govertment of England ever stand
on the squars, solid, upright pedestals of
truth and justice, and it must defy every
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shock, but the convulsion of the world's
dissolution.

Sectioyx XXXIHL
On trafficking with the CURE oF SovLs,

(Cura Animarum) for the Purposes

of political, i, e. woral, Corruption,
THE parish priests of a protestant coun-

try, when they are, what lh“f ought
to be, and what they would usually be, if
it were not for political influence, CHRIs.
TIAN ORATORS and CHRISTIAN PHILOSO.
PHERS, arc the most useful body of men,
considering their nuwbers and their power,
in the whole community. The good they
are able to du is beyond all estimate; but
unfortunately, it is a sort of good wot always
taken iutu the account of thuse who are in
pursuit of more palpable advantages, soLin
¢oLDp, high station, and DOMINION OVER
THEIR FELLOW-CREATURES. The pro-
prr business of the clergy s to mortify this
very pride, the indulgence of whichis, to
their courtly patrons, the swmmum bonnm,
the chiel'goud of existence,

These persons, not having time or incli-
nation tu attend to religion, or any thing but
the pomp und vanity of the world, idoluing
themselves, and unwilling to acknowledge
any other Deity, consider religion and the
church merely as state engines; powerful
engines, in conjunction with military foree,
to press down the clastic spirit of the people,
They think, indecd, the emolunients attend-
ingr ecclesiastical functions ton much, if con-
sidered as recompences for religious serviecs,
which, in their winds, are no services at all,
Lut scarcely envugh, when converted into
doucewrs for the business of corruption, the
grand ohjeet of modvrn miuisters,

Ambitivus noblemen, therefore, buy bo-
roughs, and, like Lord Mcleombe, ~ send
their myrmidons to the snate; and minis.
ters pay the expence of the purchase, by
conferring the highest ecclesiastical dignities,
with stipends of many thousands a.year,
designed originally to be spent in charity, on
the younger brothers, the cousing, the tutors,
or the agents of these patrician borough-
mongers, 1t 1y indeed deemed politic, now
and then, to raise a very ingenious, learned,
and picus man to the MITkE; but seldom
without contriving to promote, at the same
time, the grand business of corruption, This
ingenious, learned, and pious man, un
eveque de la fortime, is highly satisfied with
the dignity and emolument of his office,
What need has he of the patronage appen-
dant to it? In this age, it were a childish
weakness, something similar to the simplicity
recommended in the gospel, to give awa
good things to modest merit, But, thoug
ke has no need of the patronage, there are
those, to whom he is bound, by every tie of
gratitude, who want it all. He therefore
understands that the CURE OF 80UL8 is to be
given to persons whom the prime minister
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may recormmend ; as the Duke of Newcastle
recommended Borroughs and Pranklin, whom
he had never secn or known, to the patronage
of the lord chancellor. A translation may
be impeded, if seruples of conscience should
prevent an obsequions compliance with a
winister's congé delire.  * As ty litness or
unfitness, (cries the friend of corruption,)
any man that can read is sufficient, for
both prayers and sermons are ready made;
and even if it were supposable that a man
could not read, a parish, that pays the rec-
tor a thousand a-ycar, may be supplied
with an ingenious curate for forty.”

Formerly learning was scarce among the
haity, The clergy engrossed what httle
there was in the world, and made themselves
necessary to the state, not only in ceclesdas-
tical, but political offices and employments.
¢ Before the reformation, (says a learned
writer,) the canon law was i great use
and esteem, and of great use; and while the
laity were tn general unlettered, or employed
in & military life, the king made use of clergy.
nien, ~killed in this law, in the offices of the
chancery, privy seal, secretary of state, in
the courts of justice, and in embassies,
The king rewarded men thus qualified to
do him service, with benefices and other
ceclesiastical preferments; and the Lorp
CuanceLtor or Lord Keeper, in parti-
cular, was furnished with many advowsons,
to which, as they became vacant, he might
present worthy masters and clerks in Chan-
cery, who were then all clevgymen; which
advowsons still continue in his gift, though
the reason thereof hath long since ceased.”
But ene reason having ceased, others may
have risen still more weighty,  We have al-
ready remarked, more than once, how that
prime mimster the Duke of Neweastle, used
the advowsons in the mit of the Chaneedlor,
We know how preferment is bestowed in
Treland as well as England.  We remember
the old manuer of appointient to the pro-
vastship of ‘Trinity-college, Dublin,

The excellent divine from whom the [ast
quotation was taken, speaking of clergvmen
honoured and evriched with tiwo cures of
sonls, procecds thus: “1 do not deny but
there are plwralists of great ecclesiastical
merit; but 1 do deny that in  general
pluralists have greater merit than unalists,
or than many in orders who have no living
at ail; or that pluralists in general, become
ploralists for their ecclesiastical merit,

« Read over the list of pluralists in Fng-
land, and see whether this sort of merit be
universsily, or generally, or coMMoNLY,
regarded 1n the dispensations granted them
to hold pluralities, See whether the judge
of this sort of merit hath power, if he were
ever so well inclined, to regard it universally,
or generally, or commonly : see Whether the
motive of the patron to present a clerk to a
econd living, hath, in ope instabce out of
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twenty, beem his eminent ecclesiastical
waerit; or whether the same favour would
nut have been bestowed on the same person
had his merit been inferior; nay, in many
cases, upon the same person, although in-
stead of menit there had been demerit; and
very often also, if not the wmore likely, if
instead of want of a competence, there had
becn affluence.  Sce whether the MERIT,
which hath been sometimes cousidered in
this case, hath not, INSTEAD OF ECCLE-
SIASTICAL MERIT, been POLITICAL OPI-
NIONS SERVICEABLENESS IN ELECTIONS,
private treaties, domestic negociations, and
other mean offices, below the consideration
and interposition of ecclesiastics, and hurt-
ful to the ecclesiastical character.  With
somie patrons, there is not oue of these qua-
lifications that is not a strenger motive than
parts, and learning, and piety, and prudence,
and virtue put together.”  Thus said Dr.
Newton, the founder and head of a college
in Oxford, at a time when the cure of sonls
was not considered as so trifling a care as it
has been by more recent ministers, who have
sevmed ready to sacrifice both soul and body
to the gainmg of a myjority in the sepate,
The CHURCH once preserved her own dig-
nity with u noble independence ; but now
she must bow like a lacquey, to the vilest
minister of state.

But what is this cura animarum, this
oftice of watching over the spiritua] state of
populous districts¥  Is it not, on the hypo-
thesis that the Christian religion is true, the
most important office that can be undertaken
by man on this side the grave? Is not the
power of appointing to that office a trust
most sacred, if there be any thing sacred
hete below?  What is SACRILEGE? the
stealing of a cushion or silver chalice from a
churchi # And is it no sacrilege to steal the
church itself, and all its cmoluments, de-
signed to preveat the imcrease of corruption,
in order toreward and to promote corruption ¢
Is the cura animarum to be the last consi-
deration in the patron’s mind, though the
first in the eye of reason and religion ¥ And
is all this injustice, sacrilege, impiety, and
blasphemy to be endured, because the gift of
the stipend, the endowment, the tithes, the
fees, buy an elector, who swears, at the
time of giving his vote, that he has not re-
ceived a bribe? Is it to be wondered, if,
under such abuses, religion should be on the
decline? Do the writings of infidels, or the
venal practices of patrons contribute most
to cxterminate Christianity# What has a
similar system in France effected, carried
indeed to still greater lengths, but still simi-
lart The greedy rapaciousness of court
sycophants in England is doing the work
of ANTECHRIST, and destroying civil L-

berty,
Et 1am chiefly concerned at nt to
consider the using the church, of the cwre of
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souls, for the corruption of the state and the
riolation of the constitution, as a POLI-
TICAL enormity. It certainly contributes to
the spirit of despotism. It paturally tends
to make all the youth in the nation, who
cnter on this sacred profession, look up to
court favour, and not to depend on their
own merit or exertions, for promotion. It
prevents them from voting freely at elections,
It prevents them from preaching freely from
the pulpit. Its natural tendency is to make
them what they ought particularly to aveid,
adulators, worldly wise, parasitical, and
acceptors of men’s persons for the sake of
adrantage.  They must know, under such a
systern, thatif they vote according to con-
science, or preach or write according to the
truth us it is in Jesus, they must forego all
those prospects of rising in their profession,
which, if merit were rewarded, are a stimulus
to every thing that can benefit human na-
ture, Clerical men, infirm, like others, often
sink under this temptation,  Few can re-
nounce great temporal advantages for the
sake of promoting public good, especially
when they are sure of persecution as well as
negleet,  Now, what must be the conse-
quence to liberty, of a whole national elergy
rendered expectant on the favour of a court,
and a proud anstocracy # May we not hear
again from the pulpit, the doctrines of divine
right and passive obedience; the same
doctrines in efect under names less offen-
sive to the people? Have we not lately
heard them ?

There is no mode of promoting the pur-
poses of corruption, and the aggrandizement
of those who already engross the pomp of
grandeur, more injurious to liberty, and
nore villainously base, than that of seizing
the appointments and rewards of piety and
virtue, to bestow them on those, whose
worldly wisdom is their chief recommenda-
tion, and who secin ready to worship God
only in the second place, if they worship
him at all.

The Tindals, the Collins's, the Boling-
brokes, the Humes, the Gibbons, the Vol-
taires, the Volneys, the miscreant philoso-
phers of France, never did so much injury
to the cause of Christianity, as those English
ministers of state, who, while they shed the
hlood of thousands for the sake ot law, or-
der and religion, prostitute the church and
the CURE OF s0ULS to the corruption of
the senate,

Section XXXIV.

Of Mr. Hume’s Idea, That absolute
Monarchy ts the easiest Death, the
true Euthanasia of the British Con-
slitution.

THE very ingenious speculatist, Mr.

Hume, seems to wish 8 well as think,
that as denth is wnsveidalle by the political

o well as the snismed body, the Britih cone
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stitution may die in the arms of despotism,
His words are, “1 would much rather wish
to see an absolute monarch than a republic
in this island. Absolute monarchy is the
easiest death, the true emthanasia of the
Rritish constitution.”

His opinion that our free government will
terminate in despotism, seems founded on
the following arnqwmwent, which he has in-
serted in his Essay on the British Govern-
ment,

« The British spirit and love of liberty,
however great, will never be able to sui)-
port itself against that immense property
whicli is now lodged in the king, and is still
increasing.  Upon a moderate computation,
there are near three millions annually at the
dispusal of the crown. The civil list amounts
to near a million; the collection of all taxes
to another million; and the employments
in the army and navy, along with eeclesi-
astical preferments, to above a third million,
A monstrous sum ! and what may fairly be
computed to be more than a thirtieth part of
the whole income and labour of the king-
dom. When we add to this immense pro-
perty the increasing luxury of the nation,
our proneness to corruption, along with the
great power and prerogatives of the crown,
and the command of such numerous military
forces, there is no une but- must despair,
withcul EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS, of
heing able to support our free government
much longer, under all these disadvag-
tages."

But why should not  extraordinary
efforts” be made, when the ohject is extra-
ordinary —no less than the preservation of
human happiness, by the preservation of
civil liberty ¥ No etfurts should be declined
in such a cause; nor should MEN, sensible
of their blessings, and desirous of handing
them down as they received them, sink,
with dastardly indolence, into a state of
despair,

Mr, Hume, with all his penetration, could
not foresee the revolution in France; and
how much the establishment of liberty, in
that extensive and enlightened country,
would contribute to defeat the purpose of
despots in all the nations of Europe. 1t is
certain that the minds of the people in all
countries are opened to the light of truth,
by the emancipation of four or five and
tweaty millions of men, from the slavery of
prejudice and arbitrary dominion, There is
now very little occasion for that despair of
preserving the freedom of the British govern.
ment, if the people will but be true to their
own cause. Despotism, in its last struggles,
may makegreat efforts; but even they will ex-
haust its strength, and accelerate its dissoly-
tion. Firmpness and perseverance in the
people will ultimately triumph over the un.

of 1®
msdoes by despain
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The spirit of liberty, it has been said, is a
spirit of jealousy, It ought (0 be ever-wak-
ing and circumspect ; for the spirit of des-
potism never slumbers, but watches every
opportunity to increase prerogative, and di-
minish popular authority,  During those
late alarms which a cowardly and selfish aris-
tocracy laboured to diffuse, in its panic fear
for its own privileges, many instances oc-
cuned of men who would willingly have
sacrificed all the boasted freedom of Eng-
lishmen to the security which they flatterd
thewwelves grandeur, titles, and riches would
enjoy under an absolute government. Their
pnde was stung to the quick by the idea of
equality, while their avarice trembled for
their property, and their cowardice for their
personal safety,  ‘They saw spectres in the
shapes of ‘Truth, Justice, and Liberty, tri-
umphing over an enslaved and deluded
world § they knew that they had httle in-
terest or connection with such personages,
and shuddered at their funcied approach,
They shricked with terror ; and wuul’d gladly
have hastened to the greatest despot on earth
for protection.  England bad no despot on
the throne to atford them an asylum; and
thgrefore they placed all their hopes on the
nelitary arn. War was the ory; victory
wis sure,  Bastiles were already built in
imagination, and chany fabrieated for the
millions that people the provinces of Gaul.

HAd it been possible for these men to pre-
waill, in the moment of their consternation,
the weeptre of England would have been con-
verted by them 1uto an iron rod, and its king
into the grend maonarque of the old French
tyranny.  Despotisi, expelled from Franee,
would have crossed [rom Calais to Dover,
and been received withopenarus by devited
vassals, the shivish alarmists of an English
anistocray.  The free government of Ene
land might have found atthis period, as Mr,
Hume prophecies it will hereatter do, an easy
death in absolute monarchy,

But thouch the hich chareh and king
alarmists did not succeed at that time, which
seemed auspicious to their designs, yet still
they continue on their posts, watching oppor-
tunities to infringe on hberty, to seduce the
people from their bve of ity and gradually to
reconcile them to arbitrary cele

Strange as it ig, as 8 moral phenomenon,
that men should wish to be slaves, yet it is
certain, that the tribe of persons devoted to
the pomp and power of uncontrouled royalty,
whom I call Yories or Aristocrats, for want
of & more appropriate and precise appella-
tion, are still extremely zealous to make our
KING a far superior potentate than he is ai-
lowed to be by that REvoLUTiON, which
gives him all the royal rights he possesses,
sad places him on the throne.

. Maay circumstances favour the wishes of

thate persons; and mothing opposes them w0
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much as the French revolution, and those
liberal opinions on the rights and bappiness
of man which begin to prevail, wherever
courts and ministers have little influence,
Among the circumstances which flatter them
most with the extension of royal power, the
elevation of themstlves, and the depressio.
of the people, is the interest which almost
every man and woman in the nation possesses
in the public funds, and which they are all
taught to believe would be depreciated, or
even annihilated, if the parliament were re-
forined, the people reinstated in their rights,
and the influence of the crown diminished,
This has communicated the panic of the
alarmists among multitudes 100 remote from
courts, and too inconsiderable in station, to
be influenced by munsterial bribes; who,
otherwise, could not have but sided with the
cause of justice and humanitv. The terror
of anarchy, occasioned by the fll-judged,
impeolitic, as well as cruel conduct of sume
among the first leaders of the emancipated
French, has increased the number of minis-
terial partizans and favourers of ertended
power and prerogative,

Were it possible that a panie could be per-
manent, or falsehood and artifice ultimately
victurious over truth and justice, there might
be reason to fear, from the spirit which the
alarmists ditused, that English liberty might
soon sicken, and at last dic paralytic in the
arms of despotism,  But notwithstanding a
temporary lethargy, the mass of the people,
those who are quite out of the reach of cour-
tiers and grandees, stll retain the healthy
vigour of their fathens' virtue, and would
rouse themselves effectually to prevent the
accomplishment of Mr. Hume's prediction.
They must indeed be lulled with the Circéan
cup of corruption to sleep on, and take their
rest, when the giant Despotism is at their
doors, readyv to crush, with his mace, all
that renders lite valuable to MEN; to men
who have learned to think that merc vegeta-
tion is not life,  But Cireé’s cup is not ca-
pacious cnough tocontain vpiate for a whole
people.  All the douceurs of a minister, all
the patronage in the professions, all the nches
of the east and the west, are insufficient to
bribe the obscure millions, who constitute .
the baxe of the political fabric, into complete
acquiescence under the pressure of despotic
power, ur under the apprehension of it. The
light of reason and of learning is too widely
ditfused to be easily extinguished,  There 13
every reason to believe that it will shine
more and more unto a perfect day.

But as popular commotion is always to be
dreaded, because bad men always arise to
mislead its etforts, how desirable 1s it that it
may be prevented, by conciliatory measures,
by & timely concession of rights, by redress

3 by reformation of sbudes,
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The Ambition of Lawyers injwical'to Liberty,

no other object than faithfully to promote the
comfort ami security of individuals, without
sacrificing the solid happiness of living men
to national glory, or royal magnificence.
True patriotism and true philosophy, unat-
tached to names of particular men, or even
to parties, copsider the happiness of man as
the first object of all rational governments;
and, convinced that nothing is more injuri-
ous to the happiness of man than the spirit of
despotism, endeavour to check its growth, at
its first and slightest appearance.

If the free government of England evinces,
by its conduct, that the happiness of the
people is its sole ubject, so far from dreading
the late Mr. Hume's prophecy that it will die
in the arms of despotism, we may venture to
predict that it will never die. My orisons
shall be offered for its perpetuity; tor 1, and
all who think with me, on this subject, are
its true friends; while the bororgh-mongers,
under the cloke of oyalty, are enemies both
to theking and the people.

Secrron XXXV,

The Permission of Lawyers by Pro-
Sfession, aspiring at Honours in the
Gift of the Crown, to have the
greatest  Influence in the Legista-
ture, a Circumstance unfavourable to
Liberty.

“'HEN advocates address each other at

the bar, they always adopt the ap-

pellation of learned brother. There cor-
tainly is a necessity for great learning in the
profession of the long robe. But of what
kind is the learning required? It is un-
doubtedly of a kind very little conneeted
with philusophy or enlargement of the mind.
It is, in its widest range, confined to local
customs, and the statutes of a single nation,
It pores upon the lecter of the law, and
scarcely dares to contemplate the spint, It
is for the most part employed in minute dis-
quisitiong, in finding exceptions, in seeking
subterfuges, and often in making the great
eternal rules of equity give way to the hiteral
meaning of a parrow and unjust statute,framed
by ignorant men in times hittle removed from
barbarismy, and certainly both slavish and
superititious.

1s the educntion of prefessional and prac-
tising lawyers particularly caleulated to ex-
pand the mtellect, or to fill the heart with
sentiments of peculiar honour and gencrosity ;
such sentiments as alone can constitute a
worthy lawgiver, and an all-accompli-hed
statesman? is it not confined to particular
and minute objects, instead of taking in the
whole horizon of human concermments? A
few, and but a few, of those who have risen
to the first honours and emoluments, have
bad a truly liberal education. The rest have
been trsined either in the office of an attor-
ney, or in studies and exerciees that eontri-
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bute no more to liberalize or improve the
heart, than the copying of instruments, the

rusal of statutes, the knowledge of forme,
Some of the finest faculties of the human con
stitution, the imagination and sentimental
atfections, have little room for play, wrhere
the eve and memory are chiefly concerned;
and where the mind is obliged to labour in
the trammels of dismal formalities, like the
horse in harness, dragging a heavy vehiclein
the wheel-ruts made by those who have gone
before, without the liberty of deviation. A
hard head, a cold unfeeling heart, with a
tenacious memory, are likely to succeed best
in su~h toil, which requires less of speed
than of putient plodding perseverance.

A dull man, trained in this dull manner,
may hecome a very us ful lawyer, and cer-
tainly deserving of all the fees and emolu-
ments or his profession.  But does it follow
that he must be a statesman, a senator, a
cabinet counsellor, fitted to determine on
questions of peace and war, and to consult
and promote the happiness of human nature ?
Alawyer, by singular felieity of genius and
disposition, may be fit for the momentous
task ; and 1 only ask whether his education,
and the studies and employmeuts of his pro.
fession, are such as to render him pre-emi-
nently a statesman, and director of the mea-
sures of government ¥ Because he may, for
a fee, plead successfully on any side, con-
duct a trial, and assist a jury in determining
a question of mewm and tuum, or may be
ab?v to expound a statute, is he therefore
more likely than «ll others to frame laws of
the most ben ficent kind, having a view, not
to particular cases only, but to the general
welfare? All his studies of jurisprudence
have been merely for the sake of lucre, and
and not free and disinterested, like those of
the general scholar, the phiusopher and
philanthiropist.,

The lawyer has, however, better oppor-
tunities for displaying his knowledge and
abilities than the members of other profes-
sions,  Men have recourse to him on mat-
ters very dear to their hearts; matters of pro-
perty,  With the sagacity of a very mode.
rate intellect, and a knowledge acquired by
dint of mere labour and long practice, he
may be able to transact their pecniary busi-
ness with skill and success. He becomes,
therefore, a favourite with men aof property
in the nation, which, whenever corruption
prevails, will contribute much to push any
aspirant up the ladder of promotion., He
soon pants for rewards extraneous to his pro-
fession, It is not enoughto be & judge or a
chancellor; be must be a peer of the realm,
a counsellor of state, a chief director in the
upper house, It is painful to behold all the
olc‘ nobility, educated a2s they h;;e been,
st the greatest expence, improved by privete
tutory and by uavd,Lmzﬁagw & man,
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who bas aequired eflrontery in the courts
below, and whose unblm;:zg audacity has
been the chief canse of the elevation, at which
hismaelf is surprised.

Men like these, emboldened by success,
and accustomed, from their varliest entrance
into active life, to rowbeat and overbear,
assume a right to guide the opinions of the
seniate and the council in the most important
measures of state. They become, m fact,
the rulers of the nation ; but owing their ele-
vation to the favour of & eourt, and placing
all their expectations of farther honours on
its continuance, they become devated 1o it
purposes, They are, in fact, still ATTOR-
NEYS AND SOLICITORS, ready to exert all
their powers of sophistry, and to cxhaust all
their stores of chicunery, to defend the mea-
sures of the minister, by renduring law, as
far as they can, a leadentule,  The old prers
sitin silent admiration; while men, furnished
with all the subthties of practising lawyers,
long backneyed and hardened in the pultry
business of private individuals, presume to
dictate peace or war, to imipede or prevent
salutary reform, and keep the chureh, the
army, and the navy, under their supreme
control,  Such is their  habitual volubility
and confirmed assurance, that men of more
Liberal minds, but of less self-coneeit aud
less notoriety, stuid in awe of them, and
suffer them, with abject acquiescence, to
domineer. But however they may oppuse
the people's right, and the happiness of the
public, they are sure to espouse the cause of
those from whom comes their promotion.
They therefore contribute o ditfuse the spirit
of despotism, more than any other pro-
fession,

« Bat,” says the minister, “we cannot do
without them, W must have abdle men in
the Houwse of Lords; therefore we must
have sew men; and they must be selected
from a profession accustomed  to pubhe
business, and which gives thuse who belong
1o it opportunities of makilg an open dis-
play ot their abilities.”  This is a sad com-
pliment to the hercditary nobility; as it
seemns to argue that they are totully untit to
conduct the busipess that comes before them,
without attoraeys and solivitors from below,
who are ennobled merely to save the credit
of the peerage,  But the truth is the minis-
ter wishes to have some sharp and tractable
tools, biy which he may do Kis dirty work,
uninterrupted by the interference of those
who, possessing a constitutioual right to
examine it, would perhaps often censure it,
if they were not overawed and overborne by
those who pretent to be initiated in the mys-
tevies of law. P i

In comsequence of this management, a

pﬂ;?mm with few exseplionsy e

The Ambition ofhwym inimical to LM;. ‘

tremely busy both with tongue and pen, is
constantly enlisted in the service of a minister.
A great number of atterneys and solicitors,
besides the gentlemen eofficially honoured
with those names, are constantly retainedon
the side of the court, and consequently lean,
for their own saked, and with a hope of -
making their families, to the extension of
crown intluence and prerogative. A set of
men, so subtle, so active, so attentive to
intersst, must serve any cause which they
choose to espouse ; and there is no doubt but
that they greatly serve (in the hope of serv-
ing themselres) the cause of despotism,

Letany one who is unacquainted with the
pains taken by modvrn ministers to retain the
lawyers on the side of  prerugative, inspect
the conrt calendar, and remark how great a
portion of the modern peers bave owed their
coruniets entirely to their profession as law-
{ers, to their quahfications as mere men of
usiness in detad!, with very scanty know-
ledge of any thing else, and with small claims
to vxcellence, as patriots, philosopliers, or
philanthiropists.  Mure men of business com-
menly fix their eves on objects of private lu-
creor temporul clevation afone,  They are
apt to laugh at the numes of patriotism, li-
berty, and disinterested virtue,  They have
commonly been too long hackneyed among
the lowest of mankind, not perhaps in rank
only, but in spirit, knowjedge, liberality, to
retain any very serupaclons delicacy in their
own bosums, or to believe its existence in
others, They consider the good things of
the world as a scramble, where every man is
to get what he can by address, and hold pre-
tension, since the Jaw will not allow the use
of violenee,  Certainly there can be no hope
of refor, or what the French call a regene-
ration of human atfurs, while men soversed
incorruption, so enriched by it, and so will
pleased with ity bear sway insenates, and di-
rect the councils of princes.*

¢ Several of the crown lawyers eoncerned jn
the prosecution of Hurdy, &e. in which so much
pains was taken to shied innocent blood, were put
into Parlinment by PEERS, ur grandees, as their
members or ageuts, coutrary {0 law and the
constitution,

The Marquis of Bath nominates Sir Jonn
Scorr, (the Atlorncy General,) to trepresent bis
Lordship in the House of Commous.

Lord Beverley nominates Sir Joux Mirrorp
(the Solicitor General,) to represent him,

Farl Fitzwilliam npomivates SERJEANT
Apain,

The Earl of Lonsdale nominstes Mr. Ax-
STRUTHER.

Mr, Buller nominates Mr, BRARCROFT.

See petition presented to the House of Cose
mons, 6tk of May 1793,



Poverty mors favowreble to Virtue than Riches.

. Secrioy XXXV
Poverty, when not extreme, favourable
to all Virtue, public and private, and
consequently to the Happiness of hu-
man Nature; and enormous Riches,
without Firtue, the general Bane.
SUPERFLUITY of riches, like superfluity
of food, causes sickness and debility,
“Poverty, or mediocrity of fortune, is the nurse
of many virtues; of modesty, industry, so-
brietv.  But in this age, the very name of
poverty is odious, Poverty is a haggard
phantoni that appals halt the world, and
drives them over scas, into torrid zones, to
discase and death! Life itselfis thought by
many a gift fit to be thrown back agam into
the face of the Almightv Donor, if it is not
accompanied with the means of luxury, the
means of making a figure beyond others;
in a word, the means ¢f indulzing the epirit
of despotism, Things are so managed, in a
state of deep political corruption, that the
honours due only to virtue are paid exclus
sively to MONEY; and those who want not
riches for the sake of induleence in pleasure,
or from the love of money itself, grow com-
plete misers, in the hope of btaining, toge.
ther with opulence, civil honours, seats in the
senate-house, and ROYAL FAVOUR. They
hope to make themselves of consequence
encugh to be ecoryupted, or rather purchased
by the state,

What is the consequence to the praple,
the labourer, the manufacturer, the retail
trader, to poor families with many children,
women with small patrimonies, annuitants,
dependents, and all the numerous train of
persons who are compelled to live, as the
common phrase expresses it, from Aand to
mouth ? Their gaine or means are fized, and
by no means nse with the rising price of
necessaries.  But, inconsequence of this rage
for riches, the necessaries of life hecome
not only dearer, but worse in quality; less
nourishing, less commodious, and less durable,
Landlords raise their rents to the utmost
possible extent; each determining to make
his rent-roll as respectable as some opulent
neighbour, favoured by a lord lieutenant for
his INFLUENCE.  They will not let their
farms in little portions, to poor industrious
tenants; butto some overgrown monopo-
lizer, who is in as much haste to grow rich
as the lard!/ord himself; seeing that as he
becomes rich he becomes a man of conse-
quence in the county, and that not only
esquires, but even lords, take notice of him
at the approach of a general election. Heis
a wholesale farmer, and will breed but few of
the animals of the farm-yard, and those onl{
for his own family consumption. His chil-
dren are too proud to carry the productions
of the hen-roost or dairy to the market, He

”»

scorns such litele gains, Hedeals only in a
great way; and keeps up the price by with-
holding his stores when the market 15 low,
The neighbouring rustics, who used to be
respectable, though little farmers, are now
his day-labourers, begginga!o be employed
by the great man who has engrossed and
consolidated half a dozen farme, The old
farm-houses are pulled down,  One capital
mansion is sufficient for a large territory of
meadow and arable land,which used to dis-
play smoking chimneys in every part of 2
cheerful landscape, with a healthy progeny
of children, and tribes of animals, enlivening
the happy scene,  The tenant now reigns
over the uninhubited glebes solitary despot;
and something of the ancient rassalage of the
feudal system is restored, through the neces-
sities of the surrounding cottagers, who live
in hovels with windows stopt up, hardly ene
joving God's freest gifts, {,ight and air, A
murmur will exclude them even from the
HOT, compared with which the neighbouring
dog-kennel is a palace.

Thelittle tenants of former times were too
numerous and too inconsiderable to become
objects of corruption.  But the great tenant,
the engrosser of fanms, feeling his conse.
quence, grows as ambitious as his lundlord,
He may have sons, cousins, and nephews,
whom he wishes to provide for by places;
and therefore it becomes a part of his pru-
dential plan, to side, in all county elections,
and at all public mectings, wit% the conurs
party, the lord lieutenant, and the aristocra-
tical toad-caters of the minister,

In like manner, the GREAT manufacturer
finding that riches tend to civil HONOVRS
and political consequence, as well as to plent
of all good things, cannot be contented witK
the slow progress of his grandfathers, but must
u~lu’1: and spur, in his careerfrom the temple
of Plutus to the temple of Henour. His
workmen, therefore, are paid, not by the
day, in which case they would endeavour ta
do their work well, though slowly, but hy
the picce. The public, perhaps, must of ne-
cessity purchase his commodity, however
bad; and it is probably asgood as others fa.
bricate, because all are pursuing the same glo.
rious end, by similar means. The materials,
as well as the workmanship, are of inferior
guality. For, the great monopolizers and

valers can force a trade, and get vent among
the little retailers, by giving credit, and by
various other contrivances, for the most or-
dinary ware. The great man, whose fore-
fathers felt little else but avarice, now burns
with AMBITION; and, as city hononrs and
rural dignities, senatorial consequence and
even magistracy, are bestowed by ministerial
favour, he must be devoted to a minister, and
carry all the little traders and artisans to se-
cond the views of a court at the general elece
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tion, or &t public meetings, appointed for the
promotion of 2 minister's project to keep
himself iu place.

These, snd a thousand similar causes, visi-
ble h iu the variows departments of
nu&::glm, commerce, agriculture, are at
this moment urging on the great machine of
-eorruption, and ditfusing the spirit of despo-
tism.  The revolution of France will indeed
check it, throughout Europe, by the influ-
ence of principles, fuvourable to the freedom
and happiness of man; but at present, even
that event is used by short-sighted politicians
to increase aristocratical arrogance, tu de-

popular spirit, and to give unnatural
influence to the possession of MONEY, how.
ever acquired and however abused,

An indignant writer of ancient Rome ex-
cluims— fquo
Nellum crimen abest, facinusque libidinis ex
Pavrxaras Rowana perit.t Juvenag
Prima peregrinos obsona PRCUNIA mores,
Intulit et turpi fregerunt secula luxu,

Divitiee molleg ——

The virtuous ancients, by the light of na-
ture and the evidence of experience, were
taught that, when riches obtained a value and
esteem beyoud thetr praper use, merely forthe
sake of splendour, ostentation, and aristocra-
tic oppression, a fatal blow was given to li-
berty.,  The human race, they thought, de-
%euerated under the despotism of mouey.

n such a corrupt system there was no en.
couragement given in the state to exeel in
virtue for its own sake; even generals and
admirals went on expeditions, not even for
false and vain-glory, IIM less from motives of

triotism; but to il their cotiers with plun-
er, and render war a cloke for pillage.

Caupunanics bellum, non belhigereates,
They made & trade, and a sordid trade, of
legal bloodshed, not conducting it with the
disinterested spirit of soldiers, animated with
the love of their country, but with the cun-
ping and avarice of Jew usurers in Duke's
Place.

And have we hid no instances of generals
or admirals making war a trade, in recent
times, and in Christian nations; using the
sword, to which the idea of hononr has been
attached, us an implement of lucre, and
vendering it far loss honowrable than the
knife of the butcher, exercising his trade in
the market of Leadenhall®  1f it should ever
betrue, that ships of war are made merchant-
men in the vilest merchandize, the barter of
Auman blood for gold, will it not prove, that
the attaching honour to the possession of

* Since Poverty, our guardian god, is
Pride, lagivess, and all luxuriomguon;, £otes
Pour like a deluge in from roveioN ParT,t

. DrvoEx,
¢ Fis, The Eest Indies at present.

On the ennobling of Judges and translating of Biskops.

money, is destroying, not only the national
virtue, but its honour and defenee #  Have
towns in the East Indies never been given up
to plunder, contrary to the law of nations as
well a8 justice and humanity, to make the
fortune of Eutopean officers?

It is a noble and virtuous struggle, to stand
up in defence of the rights of nature, true
honour, liberty and truth, against the over-
bearing donunion of pecuniary influence,
Max will shine forth in his genuine Justre ;
when mosuey can nolonger gild thebase metal
of fully, knavery, pride, and cruelty. While
the corrupt Guanges flows into the Thames,
it will contaminate its waters, and infect
the stmosphere of freedom.  When British
frecholders, yeomen, merchants, manufac-
turers, generals, adimirals, and senators, be-
come slaves to pelf only, forgetting or des-
pising the very name of public virtue and
disinterested exertion, nothing can oppuse the
spint of despotism but the sparit of the com-
mon people.  That spinit, indeed, may at
onee rescue humun nature from misery, and
perpetuate the blessings of a pure and free
constitution.  But when they who fatten on
the blood of their fellow-creatures, are also
permiitted to domineer by the influence of
their ill-gutten MONBY, over free countries,
to command majorities at elections, and
driveall opposition before them, what chance
of happiness can remain 1o virtuous inde-
peudence¥ What, in such circumstances,
can preserve liberty, but  a convnlsive strug-
gle, attended, perhaps, with the horrors of
the first Freueh revolution, which God, in
his werey, avert !

Sectioy XXXVIH.

On the natural Tendency of making
Judges and Crown Lawyers, Peers ;
of translating Bishops and anaex-
ing Preferments {o Bishopricks, in,
what is called, commendam.

F there i3 any part of the constitution of
England, in the praise of which eloquence
ny employ her most glowing colours, with-
out entrenching upon the confines of truth,
it is the JupiciavL part of it.  The purity of
public justice in England is unequalled in
any country which the sun illuminates in his
diurnal progress.  The reason is obvious,
The v erdict is given by juries of men usually
beyond the reach of corruption, No minis-
terial influence can descend to all the indivi-
duals, in middle and humbie life, who may
be called upon to sit in judgment, and ulti-
mately decide, as jurors, ou the property,
the fame, and the life, of their fellow-citizens,
‘We have lately had a most glorious instance
of the virtue of private citizens, exercising
this most important office, The verdiets
given in the state trials, in one thousand
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seven hundred and ninety four, do more
hononr to the British character, than all the
military exploits in the reign of- George the
Third.  Such verdicts make our constitution
truly enviable to the nations of Europe.
Twelve honest men, on each of these trials,
proved to the world, thut no power, no au-
thority, no terror, not even the factitious
rage of aristocratical principles, which had
been artfully fostered, could lead them to
swerve from the right line of justice.  They
Seared Gud, but not man ; and posterity will
honour them, when the names of subtle
politicians, clothed with a brief, Lut lucra.
tive authority, if mentioned at all, shall be
mentioned with detestation, 1t is well ob-
served by a zealous and honest advocate on
the occasion, that he could not despair of
the case, when it was brought from the
corrupt tu the uncorrupt part of the constitu-
tion. The days of acquittal were the jubilees
of truth, the triumphs of virtue ; and, in a
time of dejection, revived the hopes of pa-
triotism and philanthropy.,

Oficial judges, not having the final de-
termination of the cause, but feeling the
check of the JURIES, commonly conduct
themselves, even in state trials, with somne
degree of candour and moderation,  Indeed,
we are so huppy as to see men appointed to
this office, in our time, whose tried integrity
gives reason to believe, that, if they were not
thus wisely checked, they would, with few
exceptions, preserve impartiality.

Nevertheless, though much has been said
ou the independence of judges, and though
great praise is due to our king, who placed
them 1o their offices for life, and not remove-
able at his pleasure, yet it must be confessed,
that there still remain temptations, which
might havegreat influenceon men less virtuous
than our present judges are. It is observed,
that PEERAGES, in modern times, have
been bustowed, with peculiar bounty, on
lawyers ; and some have ventured to say, that
the expectation of this splendid reward may
frustrate all endeavours to secure, especially
in state trials, the perfect independence of the
Jjudges who preside, It is not enough that
they do not fear removal from their dignified
office.  Their hopes may influence, more
than their fears. “They may hope to add to
* opulence the dignity of family distinetion,
escutcheons, coronets, and hereditary seats in
the legislature. If themselves have seen too
much of the vanity and folly of worldly
pomp to admire it, (which, however, is not
ofter the case with men who may be great
lawyers, without any philosoply or religion)
yet they may have sons, wives, daughters,
relatives, and friends, to whom the splendour
of life, (as ‘% have possibly, little solid
merit,) is valuab! inft_he‘ll:glac:t degree. A
peerage is, therefore, for the most part, avery
powerful allurement, 1 will not say, to dis-

a

guise the truth or pervert the law, but obee-
quicusly to seek ministerial favour.

When pecrages are lavished on lawyens
high in place, it is a_circumstance viewed
with some degree of jenlousy by those who
are willing to guard constitutional Lberty
with unwinking vigilance. Perhaps it might
afford satisfaction to such men, if j
were by law exeluded from all higher eleva.
tion; if they were indeed most amply paid
and most respectfully revered; but, for the
sake of preventing the possibility of & wrong
bias, where the happiness of the people is
most intimately concerned, were prevented
from viewing a brilliant dazzling coronet,
suspended as their reward, over the scales
of justice,

But here an objector will urge, with seri.
ous solicitude, that, as the House of Lords is
a court of judicaturc, in the Jast resort, a
court of appeal from every court in theking-
dom, it is necessary that it should be well
supplied with lawyers of eminence.

On this subject Mr. PALEY says: * There
appears to be nothing in the constitution of
the House of Lords; in the education, ha-
bits, character, or professions of the mem-
bers who compose it; in the mode of their
appointment, or the right by which they
succeed to their places in it, that should
qualify them for their arduous office; except
perhaps, that the elevation of their rank
and fortune affords a security against the
ofter and influence of sMALL bribes. Offi-
cers of the army and navy, courtiers, eccle-
siastics ; young men who have just attained
the age of twenty-one, and who have
passed their youth in the dissipation and pur.
suits which commonly accompany the pos-
session or inheritance of great fortunes;
country gentlemen, occupied in the manage.
ment of their estates, or in the care of their
domestic concerns and family interests; the
GREATER part of the assembly born to
their station, that is, placed in it b
CHANCFE ; most of the rest advanced to the
peerage for services and from motives utterly
unconngcted with legal erudition ;— these
men compose the tribunal to which the con-
stitution entrusts the interpretation of her
laws, and the ultimate decision of every dis-
pute between her subjects!”

From this very degrading representation
of the House of Lords, the Reverend Arch-
deacon proceeds to justify the practice of
constantly placing in it, some of the most
eminent and rienced lawyers in the
kingdom. He would, I think, with more
propriety have argued against r ing one
part of the legislature a court of justice, de-
signed both to make and execute the laws
because every solid politician has agreed in
the propriety of keeping the legislative and
judicial powers as separate as distant
from each other as it is possible,



1 leave this point for the discossion of
future political writers, and  satisfy myself
with g, that it is Decessary to the
perfect contentment of a people jealous
of their liberty and the punty of judicial
proceedings, that all temptations whatever
should be removed from the sight of frail
human beings, sitting in the seat of judg-
ment, which may lead them to court the
favour of ruling powers at the expeuce of
justice. It is not MONEY alone which
srings, Title and rank have more influ-
ence on the universal passion, vanity; es-
specially when avarice has been already gra-
tified with ample salaries and emoluments of
a lucrative profession.

The consideration of the possible rewards
which may diminish the independence of
Judges, naturally leads to the consideration
of those which may seeuralize the bizhops,
and injure the cause of religion, for whieh
alome espiscopacy itself could be established.

But, as this is a_subject of some delicacy,
1 shall use the authority and words of Dr.
Watson, the present Bishop of Llanda_{f,
who, having been in the mibority at the
time he wrote upon it, veutured to speak the
whole truth, with that freedom which be-
comes an honest man in every rank, and is

icularly expected from a Christian bishop,

* ] know,” says Bishop Watson, « That
many will be startled, T beg them not to be
offended, at the surmise of the bishoix; not
being independent in the House of Lords;
and it would be easy cnough to weave a
logical cobweb, large enough and strong
enough to cover and protect the conduct of
the Right Reverend Bench from the attacks
of those who dislike episcopacy. This,
1say, would be an easy task; but it is far
sbove my ability to eradicate from the
minds of others (who are, notwithstand-
ing, as well attached to the church esta-
blishment as ourselves,) 8 SUSPICION THAT
THE PROSPECT OF BEING TRANSLATED
influenees the minds of the BISHOPS too
powerfully, and induces them to pay too

t an attention to the BECK of a minister.

'he suspicion, whether well or ill founded,
is disrepwtabdle to owr order; and what is
of worse consequence, it hinders us from
doing that good which we otherwise might
do; for the laity, while they entertain such
a suspicion concerning us, will accuse us of
svarice and ambition, of making a grein of
godiiness, of bartering the dignity of our
affice for the chance of a TRANSLATION.

« Instead then,” proceeds the bishop, * of
quibbling and disputing against the existence
of ministers influence over US, or recrimi-
nating and retorting the petulance of those
.who sccuse ua on that accoumt, let us en-
desvour to remove the evil; or, if it must
not be admitted that this evil has any resl

T
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existence, let ws endeavour to remove the
cm;gandc; of it. of 4 :

“ The dispari income and patronage
might be m&‘:! L small, or s0 ap‘;:rﬁoned
to the labours, that few bishops would be

i to wish for translations ; and con-
sequently the bishops would, in appearance,
as well as in reality, be INDEPENDENT.

“ But, in rendering the bishops indepen-
dent, you will reduce the power of the
crown in the House of Lords,—I do not
mean to deny this charge; nay, I am wil-
ling to admit it in its full extent.—The influ-
ence of the crown, when exerted by the
cabinet over the public counsellors of the
king, is a circumstance so far from being to
be wished by his true fricnds, that it is as
dangerous to the real interests and honour of
the crown itsclf, as it is odious to the
people, and DESTRUCTIVE OF PUBLIC
LIRERTY.

“ It may contribute to keep a prime mi-
nister in his plaee, contrary to the sense of
the wisest and best part of the community;
it may contribwte to keep the king himself
unacquainted with his people's wishes, but
it cannot do the king or the state any ser.
vice. To maintain the contrary is to satirize
his majesty’s government ; it is to insinuate,
that his views and interests are so disjoined
from those of his people, that they cannot
be cfiectuated by the uninfivenced eoncur-
rence of honest men.

s 1 cannot admit the circumstance of the
bishops being rendered independent in the
Houseof Lords, as any real objection to the
plan proposed ; on the contrary, I think it
a very strong argument in its favour; so
strong a ome that, if there was no- other,
it would be suflicicnt to sanctify the mea-
sure.”

The corruption of the church for the
purpose of corrupting the legislature, is an
offence far more injurious to the general
happiness of mankind and the interests of a
Chnistian community, than any of those
which have banished the offendersto Botany
Bay, or confined them for years wiithn the
walls of the prison-house, ~Both the cor-
ruptors and tge corrupted, in this case, are
more injurious to Christianity than all the
tribes of sceptics and infidels; than Tindal,
Toland, Bolingbroke, Hume, Rousseau, Vol-
taire, and Gibbon. The common people do
not read them, and perhaps could scarcely
understand them. But the common people
doread the newspapers daily, and see the
names and qualities of those who divide in
the senate-house, on questions of the last
importance. They must therefore entertain
a SUSPICION, as the Bishop of Llandaff ex-
presses it, that religion itself, as well as its
official, opulent, dignified supporters, is but
au instrument of state, & tool in the hand of
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a minister. They raust paturally consider
venality s doubly bese, when clothed in
the sanctified robes of religion. What has
happened in France, in consequence of the
corruptions of the church by the state, ought
to afferd & striking admonition.

T wish to point out, in these times, writings
of LIVING BisHoPS in favour of Christianity,
because they would be opposed with the
best grace against the writings of LIVING
INFIDELS. But, to the reproachof my want
of intelligener, 1 know not the names of the
majority, till 1 find them in the CovrT Ca-
LENDAR. The printed works of even this
majority I canuot find, either in the shops
or the libraries: the few I do find, even of
the minority, are not adapted to the wants
of the people at large.  Their occasional
sermons, after they have served their da
become, like almanacs, out of date: a col-
lection of old conrt calendars would be nearly
as edifying and more entertaining to the mul-
titude.

It is indecd certain, that the archiepis-
copal mitres reccived more lustre than they
gave, frotu the sermons of Dr. Tillotson and
Dr. Sccker, It would give me pleasure to
place the sermons of LIVING ARCHBISHOPS
- by theirside; and I would ention them had
they come tu my knowledge. The sermons,
however, of the few living hishops who are
krown at allto the prBLIC will, 1 hope, prove
to maukind, that some among the bishops, in
this happy isle, do not think it a sutficient re-
turn for princely revenues, to vote always with
« minister, or to increase, with lawn sleeves,
the pageantry of abirth-day. To perform the
occasioual duties of ordination, confirmation,
and visitation, cannot satisfy the minds of men
who receive the honours and emoluments of
Durham, WINCHESTER, York, or Canter
bury. Thatitisso, is happy; for if ever the
prelatical clergy should be SUSPECTED of
becoming merely ministerial instruments ; if,
for instance, they should ever be supposed so
far secularized, as to concede to the minister
that made them bishops, the right of nomi-
pating to all the most valuable preferments
in their gift, in order to enable kim the better
to corrupt that parliament in which themselves
also have engaged to give 8 VENAL VOTE;
from that time, they would contribute more to
the dowunfall of the church, than all the
writings of all the unbelievers, from Frederic,
late King of Prussia, to the American Repub-
lican, Thomas Paine. The sin of simony
in a private raan, who pays a fair price fora
profitable appointment, with bis owen money,
honestly earned by virtuous industry, and does
the duties of it, is as nothing when compared
10 the simony of him who buys a high sud
imgortant station, greatly lucrative, with a
torfapt vOTS sad & bass densliction of those
tighn of patousgn which wae laterded &

encoursge merit only, and to prevent that
very corruption which he feeds and cherishes,
to gratify his own sordid avarice and childish
vapity.

Thebishops, in their charges, are now soupd-
ing an slarm. They very justly affirm, that
the existence of Christianity is now in danger,
They wisely urge the INPERIOR clergy to the
most vigilant activity. Thus fare;ﬁy cer-
tainly do honour to the episcopal function.
But still, while the public SUSPECTS the bare
gvossibility of the hench being, as Bishop

atson says, at the besk of the minister, they
will consider all this zeal as little better than
that of Demetrius, who made silver shrines
for Diana.

When indeed we add to the probable effect
of trauslations from a poorer to a richer
bishopric, the holding of rich pluralities
with bishoprics, under the name of coM-
MENDAMS, it is difficult not to think with
Bishop Watson, that episcopal independence
is endangered, and that we must look rather
in cathedrals, than in the House of Lords, for
episcopal integrity. Conscientious dissenters
are shocked, und libertines and infidels laugh,
when they view the bench, as if they were
spectators of a solemn mumimery, or a mock-
heroic farce, All this danger, offence, and
reproach, might possibly be prevented, if
translations and commendams were utterly
prohibited.

But, setting aside the effect of translations
and commendams on the state of religion, let
us seriously consider them as they operate on
the increase of prerogative and the spirit of
despotism. These things influence not only
those who have attained mitres, but a nu-
merous tribe of expectants; and those expec-
tants POSSESS THE EAR OF THEPEOPLE, Is
it reasonable to suppose that the doctrines of
the pulpit will not, under these circumstances,
be fashioned to the inclinations of the
minister? What can contribute more to dif-
fuse the spirit of despotism, than the employ-
ment of many thousand pulpits, at least once
in each week, in obliquely preaching doc-
trines, that favour its prevalence, under the
sanction of DIVINE AUTHORITY?

Secmioy XX XVIIL
That all Opposition to the Spirit of Des-
potism should be conducted with the
most scrupulous Regard to the existing

Laws, and to the -Preservation .of

public Peace and good Order,

'I‘HE frailty of human nature is one of the

commonest of common.places. The
wisest and best of men are desirous of pal-
liating their errors, by claiming a share, as
MEYN, in human infirmity, One of the im
firmities most acknowledged and lamented is
' tendeticy to rush from ope extreme to-atige
thar) 3 promtiost & el lato & v 1o the
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desire of escapiog an error. Thus the detes- ing

tation of ism, and the love of liberty,
both of them rational and laudable, have led
taany to factious and violent conduct, which
neither the occasion justified, por prudence
would precipitately adopt, even if the occa.
sion might appear to justify them.

* From faction and violence in the cause of
liberty, which disgrace the cause itself, and
give advaufage to the favourers of arbitrary
power, Umost anxiously dissuade all who love
mapkind and their country, Faction and
violence are despotic in the extreme.  They
bring all the cvils of tyranny, without any
consolation, but that they are usually tran.
sient; whercas tyranny 13 durable,  They
destroy themselves, or are destroyed by foree
in the hands of a superior power. In either
case, much is lost to the cause of liberty;
because the persons who have been betrayed
by their passions into excesses, were probabl
ameere; and if they had been also discreet an
moderate, would have been effectual as well
as zealous promoters of the public good,  Ttis
certain that very honest men are very apt to
be betrayed into violence by their warmth of
temper,  They mean good, and do ill. They
become the iustruments of dispassionate
knaves; and are often led into extravagances
by the very party agaiust whom they act, in
order that they may be exposed, and become
obnoxious to censure,

Wisdom is gentle, deliberate, cautious.
Nothing violent ix durable. T hope the fovers
of liherty will shew the sincedity of their
attachment by the wisdom of their conduct.
Tumultuary proceedings always exhibit some
sp nce of insanity., A blow struck
with blind violence may inflict a wound or
a bruise, but it may fall in the wrong place;
it may even injure the hand that gives it, by
its own ill-directed force,

Man being a reasonable creature, will al-
ways submit to reason, if you give time for
his passions to cool, and wait for the mollia
tempora fandi, the proper opportunities of
addressing him. A FEW, in the great mass
of mankind, may be cormupted by views of
interest, by expectations of preferment, by
bribes, and by titles. But there are not re.
wards enough of this kind to corrupt the
whole body of any people, The great body
of the people will follow that which appears

to them right, and just, and true. Let it be
clearly laid before them, and left for their
calm consideration. If it should so happen,

which is very unlikely, that they should uot
adopt it, after understanding i, and duly
weighing its importance, then they must be
left to ﬁierrox oftheix;x: & ulunmg;
decipi, decipiatur. e wi
ddud:’d. they must be so. pelf‘?m cannot
emdicate error, though it may destroy life.
tumult, twbulence may do great min-
but they cerry no conviction,
Infiscumatory language st populas ment:

How: Qpposition to Despotipm may be best conducted,

ing is to be groided ; and indeed multitudes

of the Jowest of the people are not to be
wantonly convened. Without in the least
impeachiug their rights, it must be allowed
that their passions are too violent when
heated by collision with each other, and
their judgments too weak, when not previ-
ously infurmed by reading and education, to
act wisely when met in a large body, with-
out authorised guides, and without striet re-
gulation, A man who is a sincere patriot,
and not a mere demagugue for sinister puz-
poses, will be cautious of assembling crowds
of the lowest of the people. Lord George
Gordon's unfortunate conduct has leftalasting
lesson. He, 1 firmly believe, intended none
of that mischief which ensued; but who can
say to the waves of a troubled sea, * thusfar
shall ye go, and no farther? ” 1 know, and
have already commented on, the advantage
taken from those riots by the friends of high
prerogative doctrines, for disparaging the
people at large, notwithstanding the people
certainly had no concern in them,

Though decidedly a friend to the reform
of the House of Commons, I cannot agree
with the Duke of Richmond in the propriety
of universal sutfrage. 1 think his idea per-
fectly Ctopian. Sir Thomas More pever
wrute any thing more visionary in his cele.
brated fiction; Sir Robert Filmer nothiug
more adverse to real liberty. Universal
suffrage, 1 fear, would cause universal con-
fusion; and the friends of mankind would
be inclined to flyfor temporary refuge even
to the throne of a DESPOT. Persons in a
state of servitude could never beexpected to
give a free vote; and vagabonds and paua
pers would use their liderty for a cloke of
malicinusness. 1 wish the right of sutirage
to be extended ns far as it possibly can,
without endangering public order and
tranquillity: but exfreme ignorance and
erfreme penury catinot with prudence be
trusted with a puwer which both requires
knorwledge and conunands property.

But whatever politiclans may determine
upon this point, 1think it certain, that de.
bates upon it cannot be held in very large
assemblies, into which, not only the lowest
but the vilest of mankind are allowed ad-
mission, and all the privileges of counsellors,
de summa rerum, ou matters of the highest
importance, without extreme danger of vig-
mting law, and disturbing that order which
is to comfort and security.

I wish therefore, that all preliminary
consultation on this point, and all points
like this, may be conducted by writing, by
appeals to reason in the closet, snd tfm a

*considerable time may be allowed to cool ali
intemperate heats; and give solidity to the
materizls of the intended repair. At county
meetings or associations, 1 would have the
civil power in full force ; but never the mi.
litary, The siaff of the constable sbouid be



mere "coeroive ‘than the sahze of the dra-
guon; for the ecnstitution admits the one
as its own, but certinly looks at the other
with borrog.  Every tumulty productive of
wischief, gives the friends of arbitrary
power an opportunity for introducing the
military, of arguing agsinst all popular in-
terference in thut very government which
the rropk support by their industry, and
which, acoording to the law of God, nature,
aad reason, they have a right te cuntrol by
their supreme anthority. There may be
cases.of the last uecessity, which I shudder
to think of, in which nothing but the power
of ghe peopie, acting by force, can maintain
or recover their usurped rights.  Such mwust
accur but seldom. May our country never
experience them !

‘here can be no good reason assigned
why government should pot be, like every
ing else, continually advancing to all the
pertection of which it is cagable. Indeed,
as the happiness of mankind depends wore
upon well-regulated and well-administered
government, than on any thing subordinate
1a life or in arts, there is every reason fur
bestowing all the time which every passing
generation can bestow, in bringing govern.-
ment w its utmost point of attainable per-
faction. It is the business and the duty of
those who now limve, gi they va.\u{e &eir own
iness and the huppiness of their pos-
hte.r?t‘;/, to labour in the reform of abuses,
and the farther imprevement of every im-
roveable sdvantage. Would any man be
istened to with putience who should say,
that any useful art or manufacture ought
not to be improved by ingenious projectors,
becsuse it does tolerably in its present state,
satisfies those who are ignorant of the ex-
cellence of which it is susceptible, and can-
not be altered, even for the better, without
causing some trouble, for u time, among
those who have been accustomed to the
present imperfect and erroneous methods
of conducting it? No; eacouragements
are heid out lor improvement in all arts and
acienoes, conducive to the comfort and ac-
ion of &uman li{eéwwpaz, h:h;x"’

in the frst.art, the art o us
ness thf‘élmut nations, shall huelgwho f:'.
tempts improvement be stigmatized as an
innovator, prosecuted as a seditious inter-
meddjer, and ted with the resent-
ment.of those who fiad their advantage in
the continuance :of cerror, sad the diffusion
of abuse and corruption? -Hewever cour-
ich' elzim & prescnptive right o folly,
inutility, and even mischievous conse-
quences, the common sepse of mankind
will revolta.pimt_ﬁhem? Jjoia in demanding
vefotin, andd in saying-of ald custorma, whea
hscuma sisances by alsexation of ciscam-

long duration, they are pow more
n i

firm; wise, though buld ; lenient to persons
erriug, sthough severe aguinst ervor. Let
her not alarm the friend of LisxrrTY by
sudden violence, but invite all to the cause
of truth and justice, b{shcwingthudnis
herself guarded, not on j
PO i A U el
selves, in seeking poli reformation,
what we. profess w be, & pation of Chris-
tans, if not philosophers; and let not o
groan be heard amid the acclamations of
triumphant liberty, nor ene drop of hicod
sadden the glorious victory of philosuphy
and Christianity over PRIDE.

Seeron XXXIX.
The Christian Rekigion favowrable to
Civil Liberty, and likewise to Equa~
vity rightly understood.

YOU seldom meet with infidelity in a cot
tage. You find evil and misery there,
as in palaces; but you do not find infidelity,
The poor love the name and religion of
Jesus Christ, And they have reason -to
love them, if they only considered the
obligations they are under to them for
worldly comfort, for liberty, for instructiop,
for a due consideration in civil society, .
The rights of man, to mention which ig
almost criminal in the eyes of desputical
sycophants, are plainly and irresistibly
established in the ’ is no
doubt but that all his creatures are dear to
the Creator and Redeeruer; but yet, from
motives of mercy and compassion, there iy
an evident predilection for the poog, mani-
fested in our Saviour's preaching and mi.
nistry. These are very strikiog wordss
% The blind receive their sight, and. the
lame walk; the lepers ase cleansed, and
the deuf hear; the are raised up, and
the POOB HAVE THE GOSPRL PBEACHED
To THEM.” The instruction, the congole.
tion, the enlightening of the POOR, are

placed with the'greuanofhil mivacles, the
Tesuscitation of extinguished life. . Who,
indeed, did trauble themselves to qrre for
the poor till Jesus Cumar set the glorious
example? It was g miracxdows thing, in the
eye of the world, that a disime teacher should
address himself 10 those who could not
reward him with a worldly recompenas.
Byt he came to destroy that iNeQuALITY
ol et 1 tont the poss 0 benut of
o tromt as
burdea. He himea! ¢ ch:-? the oodi
{ poverty, to shew nel
dosd upop, in the? of Him who

£
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them, and who can destroy them at his

Let us hear niu open his divine commis-
sion, words are very cumfortable,
especially after reading the histories of the

rants who have briised mankind with
their rods of iron. We find them in the
fourth chapter of St. Luke.

% And there was delwvered unto him the
baok of the prophet Esaias; and when he hud
opened the book, he found the pluce wherein
o was written :

“ THe SPIRIT OF THE LorD 18 UPON
MNE, BECAUSE HE HATH APPOINTED ME TO
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE QOOK; HB
HATH SLNT ME TO HEAL THE BKOKEN-
MEARTED, TO PREACH DELIVERANCE TO
THE CAPTIVEN, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT
TO THE BLIND ; TO SET AT LIBERTY THEM
THAT ARE BRUISED ;

“ To PREACH IBE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF
785 Loap.

“ And he closed the book, and he gave
itagain to the minister, and sat down, and
the ‘eyes of all them that were in the syna-

e were fustened on him,

4 And he began to say unto them, This
day is the scripture fulfilled in your ears.

“ And all bare him witness, and wonder-
ed at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth: and they said, Is NotT
718 JosEP's sox 7

—And soon atter, # All they in the syna-
goguc were filled with wrath, and rose up,
and thrust hiin out of the city, und led him
unto the brow of the hill, (whereon their
city was built,) that they might cast him
down headlong »* -

Thus their Aristocratical prejudices pre-
vailed over the first strong feelings of grati-
tude and grace. The spirit of aristocracy
displayed itself here in its genuine colours;
in pride, cruelty, and violence. Many of
the scribes (the lawyery) and pharisees were
Krobably in the s_vn:gugue, and their in-

uence soon prevailed on the people to
shew their impotent malice against their
best friend and benefactor. In all ages,
;glmethin of the same t.cind i obsermh lcoi;

he proud supperters of tyranny, in whi
theypkr::pe topp:rtake, hayve al’v\,ays used
false alarms, false plots, cunningly-con-
trived picknames and watchwords, to set
the unthinking people against those who
were promoting their greatest goud.
. When Christ began to presch, we read,
in the seventh chapter of St. Luke, that the
multitude and the publicans heard him ; but
the scribes and harisees rejccled the
counsel of God tow them, They, like
il persons of similar temper and rank,
flourishing by sbuses, could not bear in-

W0
The most powerful argument they used

Christianity fovowrable to Civil Liberty.

against him was this AN et vy
ANY OF THE RULERS AXD THB PRARISERS
srievep 1w min? In times the
question would have beeu, Have any per-
sons of fashion and distinction given counte-
nance to him? Dues my lo r my lady
—ort Sir Harry go to hear him preach?—
Or is he somebody whom nobody knows?
—Such is the language of the spirit of
despotism, in all times and countries,
’II:l)naz HUNDRED YEARS elapsed, in con-
sequence of these prejudices, before the
gospel was recognized and received at
courT. And I.am sorry to say that the
coURT soon corrupted its simplicity. The
pride of life, always prevalent among thouse
who assume to themsclves good things
enough to support and comfort thousands
of individuals  equally deserving, could
never brook the doctrines of Christ, which
favoured liberty and equality. 1t therefore
seduced the Christians to a participation of
power and grandeur; and the poor, with
their rights, were often forgotten, in the
most spfendid periods of coclesiastical pros-
rity. Many nominal Christians have
n and are as aristocratical as Herod and
the chief priests and pharisees of Judea,
But the authority of Jecus Christ him-
self inust have more weight with Chris~
tians, than all the pomp and parade of the
most absolute despots in Europe, at the
head of the finest troops in the universe.
He taught us, when we pray, to say, Our
Futher.” Thisalone is sutbicient to establist,
on an immoveable basis, the equality of
human beings. Allare bound to call upon
and consider God as their Father, ifthey are
Christians ; and, as there are no rights of
rinogeniture in Heaven, all are equal
Erothers and sisters, coheirs, if they do
not forfeit their hopes, of a blessed immor-
tality. But these are doctrines which the
reat and proud cannot admit. ‘This world
1s theirs, and they cannot bear that the
beggar, the servant, the slave, should be
their equal. We can hardly suppose, in
imagination the Empress of Russia, the
King of Prussia, the Emperor of Germany,
or any grandee with a riband, a garter, or
a star, kneeling down, and from his heart
acknowledging, in his prayer, a poor pri-
vate in & marching regiment, a poor wretch
in the workbouse, or the servant that rides
behind Lis carriage, a brother. So void of
reason and religion is a poor helpless
mortal, when drest in a little brief autho-
rity by the folly of those who submit to
be trampled under foot by their equal; a
man born of a woman, like themselves,
and, doomed like themselves, after strutting
on the stage 2 few years, to the grave, Our
Saviour, with & wisdom far above a.!l»the
refinement of philosopby, frequently incul.



The Tombstone Pride of Deapotiom sends to Oppression and Bloodsked. 8%

cated the vanity of riches and power, and
the resl pre-eminence of virtue,

And what say the aposties? Do they
favour those who usurp an unnatural and
unreasonable power over their fellow-
mortals, for the sake of gratifying their own
selfish vanity and avarice? Let us hear

em.

St. Paul, in the first chapter of the First
Epistle to the Corinthians, says, “ You see
your calling, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, (worldly-wise
men,) not many mighty, not many noble
are called.”

In the second chapter of the Epistle of
St. James, we read,

« Has not God chosen the poor of this
world to be heirs of his kingdom?” To
which is added,

# The RicH MEN blaspheme that worthy
name by which ye are called.”

These passages afford a very strong ar-

ment of the truth and divinity of the

“hristian religion, for tliey contain the very
doctrines which were foretold several
hundred years before the appearance of
Christianity. Isaiad, in his twenty-ninth
chapter, speaking of the gospel, and its
doctrines and effects, expressly says,

“ The meek shall increase their joy in
the Lord; and the POOR AMONG MEN
sHALL ReJoick IN THE HoLy ONe orf
IsrAEL.”

The inference I would draw from all that
has preceded, is, that the middle ranks and
the poor, that is, the great majority of man-
kind, should place a due value on the
gospel, not only for its religious, but also
1ts civil and political advantages, Itis the
GRAND CHARTER OF THEIR FREEDOM,
their independence, their equality. Al the
subtilty of Jawyers, all the sophistry of mi-
nisterial orators, all the power of all the
despots and aristocrats in the world, cannot
annibilate RIGHTS, given, indeed, by Na-
ture, but plainly conbirmed by the Gospel.
The words already cited are too clear and
explicit to admit of miscoustruction. Jesus
CHRIST came to put an end to unjust in-
equality in this world, while he revealed the

; t of another, where the wicked cease
JSrom troubling, and the weary are al rest, O
ye people, give not the tyrants such an ad-
vantage as to part with your gospel. Pre-
serve it, watch over it, as the pearl of great

rice. It is your security for present and

ture felicity. Other Herods, other Neros
may arise, who will rejoice to see you vo-
Juntarily renounce a system which militates
against their diabolical rule; rejoice to see
you give up that which all the persecution
of the ancient Herods and Neros in vain at-
tempted to abolish by shedding blood.

1 think it may be depended on as indis-

putable, that men who endeavour to sup-
press all works in favour of truth, ® liberty,
and the happiness of the middle and
clusses of Lﬁe ple, would, if they
lived about one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-five years ago, have joined with the
Aigh priests and rulers to crucify Jesus
Curist.  They would have prosecuted and
;l'grsecuted hiwm for sediticn and high treason,
hey would have despised and rejected the
friend of Lazarus; and taken l{le part of
Dives, evenin Hell. The spirit of pride is
of the devil, and those who are actuated by
that spirit, in all their conduct, would have
fallen’ down and worshipped him, if he
would have put them ou the pinnacle of
the temple, aud promised them the king-
doms of the world, and the glory of them.

Szcrion XL,

The Pride which produces the Spirit o
Despotism eonspicuous even on
Tombstona. It might be treated with
total Neglect, if it did not tend to the
Oppression of the Poor, and to Blood-
shed and Plunder.

DEATH is the great teacher and censor

of human vapity; but even death
cannot repress the pride of aristocracy, or
the insolence of riches, endeavouring to
make wealth and grandeur triumph over
the law of nature, and outshine others
even from the coffin and the grave. If we
Jook iuto the churches and church-yards,
we see the most insignificant of mankind
honoured with the most magnificent mo-
numents of marble, the proudest trophies,
sculptured urns, a flattering  inscription,
and a gilded lie. The walls of the sanc-
tuary are hung with banners, escutcheons,
helmets, and spurs, which display the emp-
tiness of that pre-eminence which they
are intended to emblazon. ‘The poor bady,
which all this paint and finery attends, lies
wouldering in the vault; and give it buta
tongue to speak, would' exclaim, at the
gaudy sight, “ Vapity of vanities! Mock
not m Eumiliated condition with the con-
temptible pageantry that misguided my
feet from the path of reason and happiness,
during my wmortal existence.” The onl
means of being honourably distinguishet{
is to promote most effectually the general
happiness of human nature, and to seek
private good in public beneficence.

The spirit of despotism is remarkably
visible in the mausoleum. There are fami-
lies who seem to think that their precious
bones would be contaminated, even if de-

% ¢ That make a man an offender for a worp.”
15AIAM XXX, 21,
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posited . , .
thirefore mrea proud temples in their
private domains, where their fathers thay
rotin state, by the vulgar.
If they were illustrious inventors of arts
mnd benefactors to markind, the distinction
might be a just compliment to their me-
mory, and a useful incentive to emulation.
But the persons this magnificently interred
are usnelly the most insigrificant of the
human rhce ; whose very names would not
be known a year afier their decease, if thry
were not deeply engraven on the marble,

Many an olderman notorious for the
meanest avarice, as little distinguished for
heneficence as shilities, is decorated with
the most sumptuous memorisls which the
slone-cutter cap raise for money; while
Milton, the glory of the nalion, a man
elevated above the rank of common huma-
nity, had no monumenta!l marble. But all
that the herald’s office can effect, all that
can be done by painting, gilding, and marble,
cannot eunob{e the greatest favourite of a
court, the most successful adventurer in the
East Indies, or the most opulent contragtor
and oney-lender, like a Paradise Lost.
The nabobs find their influence cannet se.
cure the csteem of a few contemporaries,
though it may command their votes, much
less of whole nations, and of late posterity.
Money, the only god which worldlin
worship, loses its omnipotence after the
death of its possessor; and even the inhe-
ritor often despises the man who acquired
it. ‘Theundertaker, the escutcheon painter,
and the sculptor, are however employed to
keep up the fulse pageanty of insignificant
op! ; and a hearse, covered over with
coats of arms, is used for the purpose of
mpressing the vulgar with a veneration for
rank and riches, while, in the minds of
men of sense, it excites ridicule, and con-
" ndeed the m“ﬁpmdm' f pride, and

e empt e of pride

the sell-importange of deapotipsm Itself,
might furnish a laughable entertainment,
if it were pot productive of mischief, mi-
leg. and bloodshed. To support the vanity,
exclusive privileges, and high pretentions
of those who have lictle personal merit or
services to recommend them to society, it
i necessary to have recourse to militery
force and corruption. A system of térror
and eoe::x:n unpdslom eep down the
pe?k. compel a tame acquiescence
un “of power, abused for the pus-
poses of oppression.

Standing armies are therefore the glory
and delight of all who are actuated by the
spirit of despotism. They would have no

obgum‘ to mi government and
% ;whilam;:o‘?:r!umtheir own

hends, 0¥ in the hahds of their patroms.
- The implicit submission of ags ammy, the

doetrie, which the military system favours,
-that men in snhaltern stations sre to act as

“they are hidden, and never to deliberate on

the propriety of the command. is perfeetly
etmzper:\d wtnythﬂ:ezifit of despotism. The
glitter, the pomp, the parade and ostenta-
uon of war are also highly pleasing to
minds that prefer splendour and pazeantry
to solid and substantial comfort. The hap-
piness, "whic'l:f must ‘ever dfpel”d on !':ie
tranquillity, of the people, is little regarded,
when settgx competition with the gratifica-
tion of persomal vanity. Plmmes, lsce,
shining arms, and other iliments of war,
set off the person to great advantage; and
and as to the-wretclas who are slain or
wounded, plunged into captivity and disease,
in order to support this finery, are they not
paid for it?  Besides, they are, for the most
part, in the Jowest class, and those whom
robody knows.

Such ix the love of standing armies, in
some countries, that attempts are made to
render even the national militia little diffe-
rent from a standing army. This eircum-
stance alone is a symptom of the spirit of
despotism. A militia of mereemary substi-
tutes, under officers entirely devoted to a
minister, must add greatly to-a standing
army, from which, in fact; it would differ
only in name. Should the people be entirely
disarmed, and scarcely & musket and bayonet
in the country but under the management
of & minister, through the agency of ser-
vile lords-lieutenant and venal magistrates,
what defence would remain, in extremities,
either Yor the king or the peogle B ‘

The love of pomp and finery, though
ridiculous in itself, may thus become in-
Jjurious to liberty, and therefore to happi-
ness, by increasing the military order in-the
time of peuce, and when mmisterial arts
have contributed to render that order de«
voted to purposes of selfish aggrandizement
or borough influence. Minds, capable of
being captivated with the silly pamade of
war, are of too soft a texture to the
manly principles of true patriotism. y
witl usuglly prefer the favour of & court,
which has many shining ornaments to be-
stow, to the esteem of a people. " A heart
deeply infected with the spirit of despotism,

ises the people too much to be in the

despises
Ieast solicitous to obtain popt lavwe,
Praise is but breath ; mm:,‘l%e the
wind, veers about inconstantly; sud cers
tainiy will desert a man who hus deserted
Bt escived 5. Bt roanh, sers, gartes
excited it. t stars, i
plsces, pensions, usually last for uﬁ'fﬂ
titles descend to the lutest posterity, He:
four, once gained . by -royal swiles; s &



1-:11 the famnily- goods  armi chatesls, anei
:goee frem .generstion 1o genewation,
without requiring, to the day of doom, sny
painful e_un.joni‘uy metilorious s;:vigct,

iewving its sessors .to the free
enjuyment of ‘dlg‘;yesmmd hmury. No
'onde:} thverefore, that w‘l:ere thebsl:lf;s:
spirit of dewpetism prevails,. a bau
stowed by a court sLll outweigh a whole
people’s plandits, A coat of arms makes &
figure. gn the escutcheon ma.:t‘l th; wr:bd-
stone; but not & of gi and pain
silk—not even m hand, c‘::n be
hestowed by the most cordial esteem of the
low multitude,

Heraldry itself, though a childish, is a
harinless vanity ; hut, as conducing very
much to the spirit of despotism, it becomes
not only ridiculeus, but mischievous. It
makes a distinetion, on which men plume
themselves, without merit and without ser
vices, Satisfed with such a distinction,
they will be less inclined to acquire merit
and to render services. They can inherit
& cont of arms; or they can buy cne: or,
which is more compendivus still, they can
borrow or invent one. It is enough that
they are separated from the canwille. The
coach, the hall, the church, is crowded with
their uchicvements ; there 18 no occasion for
ardaous exertion. They arc now raised
above the vulgar. The work is done. Their
name is up ; they may slumber in the re-
pose - of useless insignificaice, or move in
the restlessness of mischievous activity.
The coat of arms is at onee a shield for
folh\;, and a banner in the triumph of

PnBut both pride and foly should be per-
mitted for me to enjoy their bauhles un-
molested, if they did not lead to crugLTY.
But pride and folly are the causes of war;
therefore 1 hate them fron: my soul. They

lory in destruction ; and among the most
frequent ornaments, even of eur churches,
(the very houses of peace,) are hung up on
high trophies of war. Dead men (them-
sgves subdusd by the universal conqueror)
are represented, by their surviving friends,
as rejoicing, even in their graves, in the
implements  of mansiaughter, Helmets,
swords, and blood-stai flags hang ovet
the grave, together with the escutcheons
and - mavble monuments, emblematicsl of
ity ; of those ustions and pes.

4 Christianity, . ’
- Spirit of Despetism ! [ would: lsugh at
all thy extravagancies, thy solemn mums
mery,tgy hby:gb&ep, thyt;’inof inso-
szenkhe;mj u’:da’npemod

bapeage 1 T ol cmesde them 4 with

!

the eywof & M-uﬂmj:h

ant . an neximentitis .of

merriment, did they not lead 14 e Jiinlss”

volent whish, in . their éffosts,
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Szerron XL
CONCLUSION.

'PO meliorate the condition of husnan na-
ture can be the only rational end of go-
vernment. It cannot be designed to favaur
one description of men, a NMINOMTY Of
men, atthe expence of sl ethers; who,
having received life from him who slone
can gie it, received at the same time s
right to ext};:y it in liberty and securiey,
This was charter of God:and nature }
which no mortal, however elevated by cons
quest or inheritance, can asnhul or violate
without impiety. Al goversment which
makes not the advancement of humasn
happiness, and the comfort of the indi~
vidusls who are subject to its control, the
prime purpose of its operations, partakes of
depotism : and I have always thought that,
in governments which boast of » iree cor.
stitution, the views, even of stateswen and
titiclana who es the cause of liberty,
ave been too eircumscribed. They have
been attached to names snd families,
They seem not to have d either their
eyes or hearts to objects miﬁmt sod
atfections sincerely cathelic philan-
thropic. 1 hate to hear public men, who
certainly can have mno right to their pre-
-eminence but for the public good, profess-
ing themselves of the Rockingham. Party,
the Shelburne Party, the Portland Party,
and appearing to forget, in their seal for a
few distinguished houses, the greatmass of
the People, the Panry of human nature,
The ma.)oritfv of men sre and obsoare,
To them all party attachments 1o numves
and families, little known as publie bene-
fastors, must appear at once absurd snd in.
utious. They are the persons who stand
most need of protection and assistance
from the powerful. The rich, under a}}
governments, bave a thousand mesns
procusing either comfort or defeace. . 1t
the mass, the poor and widdlinfy tuis,
utknown to and u cdourts
kings, who require all the sHlevisbon wifich
men by know furnished
with op , elevated by sesnnfford
0 lessen the natural evils of life, sggravated
by the moral and stificial,’ Govertiment

the. - of g, aod

pomcne e pomer of sty und

physical evil whick embiviens e .
ow deplorsble, arten :

bo perverted a8 fo-increute. the evil itwas
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designed %0 cure. Yet this has been, and
hmﬂuauons{:upanofdw lobe ;
insomuch that the learn:d and judicions
Dr. Prideayx, whose integrity is as well
known as bis sbility, used 0 say, “ That it
was 3 doulit with lum, whether the benefit
which the world receives from ernment
was sufficient to make amends for the
calamities which it suffers from the follies,
mistakes, and mal-administration of those
that manage it.”

When it is considered how little the most
boasted givernments have been able or in-
clined to prevent the greatest calamity of
the world, the frequent recurrecce of wag,
it is natural to conclude, that there has
been some radical defect or error in all
government, hitherto instituted oo the face
of the earth.  Violeace may be used where
there is mo government. Governments
&rletend to direct human affairs by reason ;

t war is a dereliction of reason, a renun-
ciation of all that refines and improves
human nature, and an appeal to brute
, force. Man descends from the heights to

which philosophers and legislators had
raised him in society; takes the sword, and
surpasses the beasts of the forest in ferocity,
Yet, so far frem thinking himself culpable,
he deems his destructive employment the
most honourable of all human omc::rations,
because governments have politically con-
trived to throw a glossy mantle, covered
with tinsel and spangles, over the horrors of
bloodshed and devastation. If governments,
with all their riches and power, all their
vaunted arts and sciences, all the myste-
rious policy of cabinets, all the wisdom and
eloquence of deliberating senates, sre uno-
ble to preserve the blessing of peace, unin-
terrupted, during the short space of twenty
years together, they must be dreadfully
Taulty either in their constitution or their
adiinistration. In what consists the fault ?
I think in the selfish spirit of despotism,
pursuing the sordid or vain-glorious pur-
poses at the governors, with little xd to
the real, substantial happiness of the
verned. Despotism, in some mode or de-
g:e,k has transformed the shepherds of the

into wolves; has uppropriated the
fleeces, shed the blood of the innoxious ani-
mals, tore down the fences of the sheep-
fold, and laid waste the pasture.

Where is the government that has distri-
buted property so equitably, as that none to
whom existence has been given should want
e feie S0

age infirmity, as well as help-

less infancy, should find a pillow to repose
on, and plenty to nourish it, without sup-
icating & MAN, cqual by nature, for the
cold scanty relief of eleemos cha-
rity? The truth is, power iy en-
grosses property; and the spirit of

Coxcrusion— Reform.

despotism is ever striving to sppropriate
all the good, of every kind, which the earth
i."fbixl: to &oduoe. 1 glory, th
truth is, national glory, the trappi

of a court, the parade of armies, the nn"?}
of external appearauce, have beeu the silly
objects of stale solicitude; while uan was
left to bewail, in the recesses of want and
obscurity, that his mother had brought him
into & world of woe, without means of com-
fort or support, with little other prospect
than to lubour without ceasing, to gz;t
those who never injured him, and to die
prematurely, unknown, and unlamented.
All his wretchedness hus been aggravated
by the insults of unfeeling pride; the neg-
lect of aristocratic grandeur, which, un-
der the spirit of desrotism, mocked by
the false pageantry of life, those who were
duomed to feel its real misery. The vain

mp and glory of the world, held out the
inger of scorn to that wretchedness which
itself contributed to create, and would not
relieve.

Threc score years and ten, and those often
full of labour and sorrow, constitute the
space allotted to the life of man in a vener-

le volune, full of beauty as well as in-
struction, and worthy of great attention in-
dependently of the high authority attributed
to it by the religion established by the laws
of this country. Few and evil are our
days, even whea they proceed to their na-
tural extent, and are attended with the
common portion of health and prosperity.
Yet, as if a superfluity of years and happi-
ness were Javished on men, the chief busi-
ness of the greatest part of governments on
the wlole earth has heen to abbreviate life,
to poison and embitter its sweetest plea-
sures, and add new pungency to its anguish.
Yet see the false glitter of happiness, the
pomp and parade which such governments
assume; observe the gravity and insolence
of superiority which their ministers, their
statesmen, and their warriors, assume, and
you would imagine them a commissioned
regency, lerd-licutenants sent by Heaven
to rule this lower world, and to rectily all
disorders which had escaped the vigilance
of the Deity. The time has been when
they have actually claimed the title of God's
vicegerents, and have been literally wor-
shipped as gods by the servile crew of
courtiers ; men gradually bowed down by
despotism from the erect port of native dig-
nity, and driven by fear to crouch under
the most degrading of all superstitiun, the
political idol of a base fellow-crea-

ture.
After all the language of court adula-
tion, the praises of poets and orators, the
tatues and monuments erected to their

8
fame, the mali t of .their
actions pmm m no other
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and happiness of the human race. What
were their means of conducting their go-
vermments, of exercising this office of Hea-
ven's vicegerents! Crafty, dishonest arts,
oppression, extortion, and above all, Fire
and swoapn. They dared to ape the thun-
der and lightning of Heaven, and, assisted
by the machinations of the Grand Adver-
sary of man, rendered their imitative con-
trivances for destruction more terrible and
deadly than the original. Their imperial
robe derived its deep crimson colour from
human biood ; and lﬁe gold and diamonds
of their diadems were accumulated trea-
sures wrung from the famished bowels of
the poor, born only to tuil for others, to be
robbed, to be wounded, to be trodden under
foot and forgotten in an early grave. How
few, in comparison, have reached the age
of three score and ten, and yet, in the
midet of youth aud health, their days have
been full of labour and sorrow, Heaven's
vicegerents scldom bestowed a thought
upon them, except when it was necessary
cither to invcigle or to force them to take
the sword and march to slaughter, Where
God caused the sun to shine gaily, and
scattered plenty over the land, his vice-
gerents diffused famine and solitude. The
vallev, which laughed with corn, they wa-
tered with the tear of artificial bunger and
distress: the plain that was bright with
verdure, and gay with flowerets, they dyed
red with gore. They operated on the
world as the blast of an east wind, as a pes-
tilence, as a deluge, as a conflagration,
And have they yet ceased from the earith?
Cast your eycs over the plains of Russia,
Poland, a great part of Europe, the wilds
of Africa, and the gardens of Asia—Eu-
ropean despotism has united with oriental,
to unparadise the provinces of India.

Thus, if God, in his wisdom, has thought
fit to allot us a fow evils for the purpuse
of discipline, the 6rReaT oNES of the world
have endeavoured to make the whole of life
an evil to the despised and neglected mr1~
vion. The world is now old, and may

fit by the lessons of Experience. Sag
m decisively declared, that desputism is
the d source of human misfortune, the
Pa.ugl;i’s box out of which every curse has
issued, and scarcely left even Hope behind.
Despotism, in its extreme, is fatal to human
happiness, and, in all its degrees and modi-
ficativns, injurious. The spirit of it ought
therefore to be suppressed on the first and
slightest appearance. It should be the en-
deavour of every man, pro virili, as
far as his best abilities will extem:_, to extﬁ;;

te all arbi ernment  from
o It !;lmuldmu-'y begOZwept from the earth,
ortrampled under foot, from China to Peru,

)

But 0o power is capsble of the
Hydra, less than the Herculean arm of
whole proere. .

I lay it dewn as an incontrovertible ax-
iom, that all who are born into the world
have a right to be as happy in it as the una-
voidable evils of nature, and their own dis-
ordered passions will allow. The d
object of all good governmext, of all |
vernment that is not an usurpation,
must be to promote this happiness, to
assist every individual in its attainment
and sccurity. A government chiefly anxi-
ous about the emoluments of office, chiefly
emJ»loyed in augmenting its own power
and aggrandizing its oﬁsequmus instru-
ments, while it neglects the comfort and
safety of individuals in middle or low
life, 1s despotic and a nuisance. 1t is found-
ed on folly as well as wickedness, and, like
the freaks of insanity, deals mischief and
misery around, without being able to as-
certain or limit its extent and duration. If
it should not be punished as criminal, let it
be coerced as dangerous. Let the strait
waistcoat be applied; but let MeN, judging
fellow-men, always spare the axe.

For what rational purpose could we enter
into life ? To vex, torment, and slay each
uvther with the sword? To be and to make
miserable? No, by the sweet mercy of Hea-
ven! I firmly believe, that the great King
of kings intended every son and daughter
of Adam to be as happy as the eternal laws
of nature, under his control, permit them
to be in this sublunary state. Execrated
and exploded be all those politics, with Ma-
chiavel, or the Evil Being, their author,
which introduce systems of government and
manners among the great, inconsistent
with the happiness of the majority. Must
real tra’gedles be for ever acting on the
stage of human life? Must men on
for ever to be tormenters and executioners
of men? Is the world never to profit by
the experience of ages? Must not even
attewpts be made to improve the hap-
piness of life, to improve government,
though all arts and sciences are encouraged
in their progress to perfection? Must the
grand art, the sublimest science, that of
meliorating the condition of human nature,
be stationary? No; forbid it reason, vir-
tue, benevolence, religion! Let the world
be made more and more comfortable to
all who ere allowed the glorious privilege
of seeiug the sun and breathing the liberal
air, Our forefathers were duped by pricsts
and despots, and, t.hmuﬁh the timidity
of superstition and the blindness of igno-
rance, submitted to be made artificial
miserable, Let us explode that folly whic|
we see; and let every mortal under the
cope of hélven enjoy existence, as long us
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ssture will allow ‘the feadt to continpe,’
without any restraints on liberty but such

as the majority of uncorrupted unite
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good, from its delusive & -
thew value duly, and m
, s0lid comfort, health, cheerful-
tment, universal bemevolence;
ity They il then 300 hape
plicity. They will then see hap.
something besides the possessivn
besides esiernal marks of
ity which raise them to potice, and
ioguish them from their, equals. without
ifference. Strife and wars will ceuse,
,men perceive thst their highest
happiness i most easily awminable in &
of ulity ; their guide,
m&u;::, apd_ﬁi;b ,ifuwee“ nee. 4
princi s of all ration
vemment such u"i.f’imendod to’ n§:
happiness, are two; to preserve
peace, and to diffuse plenty. Sueh govern.
went will seldom tux necessaties of
kife. It will avoid wanrs; and, by such
bumeane and wise policy, ‘render taxes on
secemaries Yotally superfluous. Taxes on
focessaris ate usually caused by war. The
pour, however, are not essily escited
to insurrection. It is a base calumny
which socuses them. They are naturally
quiescont ; inglined te submission by their
habits, ud*m.lhu to revera)cem ] nll}yx!:rcg
supertors ve to them justl
- kindly. They desetve to be used well,
They doserve conbidence. But oppression
and - pardecution may teach them to lift
Abeir giguntic arm, sid shen vain will
be remstance. Let a0t wars then be wan.
waly undertakes, which, beides - their in-
jusuce and inhumanity, tend more than
n{ thing ¢lse, by increasing taxes, to com-
pe

i
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insurrection. The poor man hears

ﬂag pmises bestowed on the government

. lives wnder, and perpetual rics

m eonl:ummnn He knomfml:n e u;f
ues, e

effects hopruu. ‘He knuws that mak,*

# ] heand a grest borough-monger of eleven
or twelve &umdloyurns;?rwhik he

gisss of Madeiva in his hand to wash
down s plemtiful diener, that wal¢ could not

on secigitel wamong she necwasrier of the post i

twonuss he migin drink wa

lenther, candles, soap, salt, and windows,
without which he cannot esist in comfont,
ahude b o chrining the. scaaty por-

m obtain scanty por-
tion he would nquire.m%n return for the
defalcations from malt, leather, candles,
soap, salt, snd windows; be sees -
places, rich contractors, d:sguczm
ous und bloedy wars, Yet he rises up
esrly, and goeth forth to his work and his
labour, with cheerfulness. Is he mot a
wo;tgy, respec t':xble m_ez:;?r of saciety,
and .deserving of every induigence ? t
be to be insﬁlwd, by opprotrious appml-’
tions, tonsidered as of no political conse
quence, ks possessing no rights, and little
removed frum the caule? Suppose mil
tions of such men in a country, cught not
their wishes to be consulted, and a” regard
for their cumfort and security to stup the
sword, while emerging from its scabbard at
the command of & MINISTER?

Great reforms ususlly come from the
paople. They are slow to anger, and sub~
mit in patience. But grievances may be-
come intolerable; and then their energy
displays itself like a torrent, that has iun
lain still and placid within the dam, whic
opposed its course to a certain point, but
could resist no longer.

If ever any people should be roused to
take their own affairs into their own hands,
I hope they will refute the calumnies of
the proud, by acting with justice and
mercy, Al human creatures are weak and
falliblo; kings and ministers have exhi-
bited remarkable instances of this common
imbecility. Greatallowances should there-
fure be made for their errors and even
erimes, which, probsbly, originated in error.
1 wish to see the British government imade
as t as human ingenuity and virtue
can render it : but 1 would effect reform in
it, without injuring the person or destruy-
ing the life of tg:g most P:bnoxious indivi-
dual. I wonld pardon much to human
infirmity. Not one drop of bleod sheuld
be :shed, nor a single mite of prope
violated.: Ne injustice whatever should

§i3

all individuals, of all parties and persvas
sions, when compelled to relinquish
sessions or privileges lawfully inhaitﬁ
bonestly aequired. The most Jiberal, sex-
d should vindiente
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truly noble andglorious it is to forgive. And
they could not be formidable against an
united people, For how weak, how tran-
m is man! Death, metersl, unprecipi-

death, will soon tame the haughtiest
spirit that ever swelled the fancied import-
ance of a crown; and the infirmities at-
tending the approach of death, the gradual

decays of age, will usuaily teach a lesson
of unteigned humility.
The people, at present, appear to be sunk

in a political lethargy. But let nut minis-
ters confide too much in the symptoms. A
calm precedes a storm. Long continued
abuses, heavy burdens, and severe griev-
ances, without a dream of hope, may
awaken the lion, Then, I think, those
who have shewn an inclination to set up a
power unknown to constitutivnal treedom,
and to render government hostile to the
people, may justly fear.

And who, it may be asked, are they > I
am happy in the opportunity of declaring
it my opinion, th.tthe Kine is nut among
them. They ure men to whom ueither the
King uur the people are dear. They are,
ina word, the oligarchy of borough-mongers,
whose power is founded un an usurpation ;
and whose assumed sovVEREIGNTY is 1o less
inconsistent with the real freedom of a king
than of a jeople. A most respectable so-
ciety, not lung ago, asserted in a petition to
the Houre of Commons, and offered to
prove it at the bar, that one hundred and
fifty-four men nominate and appoint a ma-
Jority of the House. Has it not been sus-
pected that a wagr might have been made
and supported to preveut the annihilation of
this oligarchy, by turning the attention of
the people trom a reform of parliament,
and endeavouring to give a deadly stab to
liberty, If the suspicion be well founded,
this very circumstance is the strongest
argument for reform which has ever been
produced, Oceans of blood, and treusure
enough to relieve all the poor in the nation
for many years, lavished to establish a
despotisin, inimical to the King, the
people, and to human nature! We have
now reached the source of the evil, a source
not so concealed as the fountain of the
WNile, It is the corruption of boroughs,
and the interference of ministers, peers,
placemen, pensioners, and expectants, in
parliamentary elections, which causes the
spirit of despotism to increase; for nature,
reason, and self-interest too, if they were not
counteracted by corrupt influence, would
revolt atit. The egg would be instantly
crushed, if it were not constantly guarded
and fostered in the warm, we{l-tbrtiﬁed
nest of borough-influcnce, directing all mea-
sures and disposing of all patronage.

But they are all Aonourable men, who are
conceme? in this iofluence. They may
%0t be morally worse or better than others

L

in their sicmtion.  Their situation renders
them politically iniquitous. The world is
governed !:gemen. aud men by their pas-
siobs, and their supposed interest. But it
is the business of laws to restrain them.
The peog)e are bound to watch the conduct
of all, whose conduet is influentia! on their
welture. Unlimited confidence should be
given to no man, when the happiness of
millions is concerned in the consequences
of his actions or councils.

“ The common people " says a sensible
authur, * generally think that great men
have great minds, and scorn bas¢ actions ;
which judgment is so faise, that the hasest
and wurst of all actions have been doue by
great men, They have often disturbed,
deceived, and pillaged the world ; aud he
who is capable of the highest mischief is
capahle of the MEaNest.  1le who plunders
a country of a million of money would, in
suitable circumstances, steal a silver spoon;
and a conqueror, who steals and pillages a
Kingdown, would, in an humbler situation,
nifle a portmantean.” 1 should not, there-
tore, choose to expose my watch or purse
in a crowd, to thuse men who have plunder-
ed Poland, if, instead of possessing & crown
of jewels, and the pocket of submissive
nations, they had been in the circum-
stances of a Burringfon, Nor, 1hou%l;
men should be called honourable, will it
safe to trust our liberties to their honour,
without sume collateral security ; especially
when we see them intertering with and
controlling elections, centrary to express
laws, and contrary not only to the dictates
of honour, but of common honesty. They
usurp a power for the gratification of pride
and avarice, which they cannot hold but to
the injury of the lawful and right owners,
How differs this, in a moral view, from
robbery? It differs, in a political view
indecd, inasmuch as it is infinitely more
injurious to society.

The oppesers of reform, the invaders of
the peaple’s rights, are no less blind and
short-sighted than meanly selfish, Let
them pour their venom on the people, and
dispute potgular claims to natural right, as
much as e{, please ; the people must at
last triumph, and liberty will in time
flourish all over Europe.  Court parasites
and selfish grandees, will do right 1o use a
little foresight ; to comsider what revolu-
tions may be, by viewing what have been;
and not to exasperate mankind ton much,
lest the irritation should produce, what
God avert, a sanguinary vengeance.

I take my leave on this occasion, recom-
mending, from the botiom of my heart, w
men in power, measures of CORCILIATION.
Let them come among us with hegling in
their wings. Let them concede with

&
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dwerfulm, whatever cannot be denied
injustice. Let them shew them-

real friends to liberty and man. The
muonumn&rkableforgrmt

nature. Al their mistakes wi

be forg vu‘l‘dira will be mo leading into
ivily, wconpla in owr sircels.
7‘ : and truth lhalh::t‘ ether ; and
rtgbummud peace kiss other, fu

Coxcrosion—Reform.

a word ; let parliament be reformed. Thls
measyre will remore. sll %n

satisty all demands. It will at once gwo
permanency to the throne, aud ha

to the people. Kings will be rqmgg

in the:tmewc oth:::t wréx:e,mdm&
spirit despotism me spirit
philanthropy.

THE END.

Printed by W. Hone, 45, Ladgate Hi. -
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