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CHAPTER I

RRROUR OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN NEGLECTING
TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF FRAKNCE. IT’S coNDUCT
COMPARED WITH THAT OF THE AMERICAN STATZS.
NECESSITY OF FORMING A NEW CONSTITUTION Ad
SOON AS AN OLD GOVERNMENT 1S DESTROYED. THE DE-
CLARING THE KING INVIOLABLE A WROKG MEASURSE.
SRCURITY OF THE FRENCH AGAINST A COUNTER-
REVOLUTION. THE FLICHT OF THE KING MEDI~
TATED.

T HE condu@ of the affembly in lofing o
much time—the moft precious time to fecure
the happinefs of their country, and enable
the prefent generation to paiticipate in the
bleflings they were preparing for pofterity,
inflead of having to encounter all the mile-
ries of anarchy, can never be fufficiently
lamented. France had already gained her
freedom ; the nation had already afcertained

certain
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certain, and the moft important, political
truths : it ought, therefore, to have been the
next confideration, how thefe were to be
preferved, and the liberty of the empire con-
folidated on a bafis that time would only render
ntore firm.

Moderate men, or real patriots, would
have been fatisfied with what had been gain-
ed, for the prefent, allowing the reft to fol-
low progreflively. It was the moft political
and the moft reafonable way to fecure the
acquifition. In this fituation France had to
contend with the prejudices of half Europe,
at leaft, and to countera& the influence of
the infidious intriguers, who were oppofing
themfelves to her regeneration ; to facilitate
which -the affembly ought to have made it
one of their main objes to render the king
contented with the change ; and then the
machinations of all the underminers of the
revolution, would not have loofened one fun-
damental ftone, to endanger the rifing edi-
fice.

Such is the difference between men ating
from a pra&ical knowledge, and men who
are governed entirely by theory, or no prin-
ciple whatever. Moft of the United States

of
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of America formed their feparate conftitutions
within a month, and none took more than
three, after the declaration of their indepen-
dence by congrefs. There certainly was a
vaft diftinCtion between thefe States, then the
colonies of Great Britain, and France after
the 14th of july; but both countries were
without a government. America with an
enemy in the heart of their empire, and
France threatened with an attack. The lead-
ing men of America, however, knew, that
there was a neceflity of having fome kind of
government, and feem to have perceived the
eafe, with which any fubfequent alterations
could be effeted. The members of the
national aflembly, on the contrary, found
themfelves furrounded with ruins; and aim-
Ing at a ftate of perfe@ion for which the
minds of the people were not fufficiently ma-
ture ; affe@ing likewife to be diretted by a
magnanimous difintereftednefs, they not only
planted the germ of the moft dangerous and
licentious fpirit, but they continued to irritate
the defperate courtiers, who, having deter-
mined to oppofe ftratagem to force, and not
fucceeding, refted all their future hopes on
the king’s efcape.

Dd The



( 402 )

The Hberty of the prefs, which had been
virtually eftablithed, at this period, was a
fuccefsful engine employed againft the affem-
bly. And to a nation celebrated for epigram-
matic fancy, and whofe tafte had been fo re-
fined by art, that they had loft the zeft of
nature, the fimplicity of fome of the mem-
bers, their awkward figures, and ruftic gait,
compared with the courtly mien, and eafy
affurance of the chevaliers of Verfailles, af-
forded an excellent fubje@. Some of thefe
fatires were written with confiderable wit,
and fuch a happy turn of caricature, that it
is impoffible not t6 laugh with the author,
though indirettly ridiculing the principles
you hold facred. The moft refpectable de-
erees, the moft important, and ferious dif-
cuffions, were twifted into jefts ; which di-
vided the people without doors into - two
diftin& parties ; one, {peaking of the affem-
bly with fovereign contempt, as a fet of up-
flarts and babbling knaves; and the other,
fetting up riew thrones for their favourites,
and viewing them with blind admiration, as
if they were a fynod of demi-gods. The
contenancing of this abufe of freedom was ill-

judged. The different parties were already
fuff-
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fufficiently heated ; yet it would have been
impoffible, perhaps, to have reftrained the
temper of the times, fo ftrong is the intoxica-
tion of a new folly, though it would have
been eafy for the affembly to have paffed a
decree refpecting libels. But fo ardent was
become their paffion for liberty, that they
were unable to difcriminate between a licen-
tious ufe of that important invention, and
it’s real utility. Treating then with an un-
timely difdain the many abufive publications,
which were fold within the very walls where
they were {itting, they were not aware’ of the
effe& which they produced on the minds of
mock heroes, who, having no principle but
honour, were ready to rifk their lives to
footh diftrefled beauty, no matter what pro-
duced it ; or to alleviate the fufferings of a
king, though the confequence of his turpi-
tude or tergiverfation.

After the wreck of a government the plan
of a new conftitution ought to be immediately
formed, that is, as foon as circumftances will
poffibly admit, and prefented to the citizens
for their acceptance; or rather the people
fhould depute men for that purpofe, and
give them a limited time for framing one.

Dda A con-
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A conftitution is a ftandard for the people to
rally round. It is the pillar of a government,
thebond of all focial unity and order. The
mveftigation of it’s principles makes it a foun-
tain of light; from which iffue the rays of
reafon, that gradually bring forward the men-
tal powers of the whole community. And
whenever the wheels of government, like
the whecls of any other machine, are found
tlogged, or do not move in a regulr man-
ner, they equally require alteration and im-
provement : and thefc improvements will
be proportionably perfe@ as the people be-
eome enlightened.

The authority of the national affembly had
been acknowledged nearly three months pre-
vious to this cpocha, without their having
taken any decided fteps to fecure thefe im-
portant ends. Indced it does not appear to
have been their firlt obje@. They feem not
to have known, or at leaft not to have been
apprehentive, that, in proportion to the length
of time that the pcople are without an efta-
blifhed government, anarchifts gain an afcen-
dency over their minds ; and it then becomes
no eafy tafk to form a conftitution adapted to
their wayward tempers,

‘When
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When a few fundamental principles are
afcertained, and the ftate has determined
that they fhall form the bafis of it’s polity, it
feems to be no difficult matter to give motion
to the new fprings of government. It is
true, that many of the prejudices of french-
men were ftill inveterate, and in fome mea-
fure influenced them ; and it is alfo certain,
that their total ignorance of the operations
of any rational {yftem of government was an
impediment to this motion; but it is never-
thelefs to be prefumed, that, the liberty of
frenchmen having been previoufly fecured by
the eftablifiment of the declaration of rights,
if the affembly had formed fome kind of a
conftitution, and propofed it to the nation,
and to the king, if he were confidered as
forming a part of it, for their acceptation,
the difpute between the people and court
would have been brought to a fpeedy ifflue;
and the public attention directed to a point
would have given dignity and refpeability
to their proceedings. If fuch meafures had
been followed, and it appears a little ftrange
they were not, moft probably the king and
court, perceiving that their future confe-
quence wholly depended on their acquiefce‘r}ce
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with the ftate of reafon, and temper of the
times, would have relinquifthed all thofe ab-
furd and dangerous projes for overturning
the rifing political fabric of the nation, which
anarchy foftered.

It is the pillars of a building, which indi-
cate it’s durability, and not the minor beams
that are inferted through them,.in order to
rear the ftru&ture. The natural, ¢ivil, and
political rights of man are the main pillars of
all focial happinefs ; and by the firm efta.
blithment of them, the freedom of men will
be eternally fecured. The moment, there-
fore, a ftate has gained thofe important and
facred privileges, it is clear, that it ought to
form fome kind of government, grounded
upon this firm and broad bafis, that being the
only poffible way to give them permanency.
But the conftituent affembly, unmindful of the
dreadful effe@ts beginning to flow from an
unbounded licentioufnefs, continued to pur-
fue a romantic fublimity of chara&er, danger-
ous to all fublunary laws ; whilft moft inter-
eftedly attentive to things that thould have
been fubordinate to their firlt obje®, they
were led into a procraftination, which in

14
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it’s eonfequence has been fatal in the ex-
treme.

The decree which made the king inviola-
ble, paffed on the 15th of feptember, at the
time the crown was declared hereditary, and
the empire indivifible, was the moft idle, if
not the moft dangerous meafure, both for
him and France, which could have been de-
vifed. The former life of Louis had ex-
hibited a feries of follies, and difplayed an
infincerity not to be tolerated, much lefs en-
eouraged ; and it was likely, if this do&rine,
a reli® of the abafement of ignorance, that
kings can do no wrong, fhould be carried
into a law, forming part of the conflitution,
that he would avail himfelf of the decree of
the affembly to cover his contempt of the
national fovereignty. When kings are con-~
fidered by the government of a country merely
as ciphers, it is very juft and proper, that
their minifters thould be refponfible for their
political condu¢t : but at the moment when a
ftate is about to eftablifh a conftitution on the
bafis of reafon, to undermine that foundation
by a mafter-piece of abfurdity, appears a
folecifm as glaring as the doftrine itfelf is
laughable, when applied to an enlightened

Dd4 policy,
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policy. In fa&, whillt Mirabeau contended
fer the infallibility of the king, he feems ta
have had no right from reafon to deride thofe
who refpe@ed that of the church ; for, if the
government muft neceflarily be fupported by
a pious fraud, one was as refpeCtable as the
other,

The bigotry of Louis was well known;
nay, it was notorious, that he employed his
confeflor to erafe from his tender confcience
the remembrance of the vices he refolved to
indulge, and to reconcile the meaneft diffimu-
lation with a fervile fear of the Being whofe
firft attribute is truth.—This man, whofe
beftiality had been carefully pampered by
the queen and count d’Artais, becaufe in
thofe moments of revelry, prolonged to the
moft difgufting excefs of gluttony and intoxi-
cation, he would fan&ion all their de-
mands, was made in his perfon and condué
facred and unimpeachable, This was the
extreme folly of weaknefs. But, when it is
alfo kept in view, that, at the very period
when he was declared inviolable, he was
fufpeted, in concert with the court, to be
attually meditating his flight, there feems to
be a pufillanimity in it as contemptible as the

pre-
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pretended dignity of the affembly was ridia
eulous.

True firmnefs confifts in doing whatever is
juft and reafonable, uninfluenced by any other
confideration. The defining the power of
the crown in the affembly to be fubordinate
to the authority of the people muft have ap-
peared to the kings of Europe a dangerous
encroachment on their indefeafible rights :—
a herefy tending to undermine their privi-
leges, fhould fuch audacity pafs unchaftized,
and to deftroy the fplendour of royalty by
prefuming to control it’s omnipotence. It
was then fcarcely to be expetted, that their
refentment would be appeafed by fhielding
the perfon of Louis againft the danger of
intrigue and violence. It was not, indeed,
the prefervation of the life of this unfortunats
man, that interefted them fo fenfibly as to
appall the fycophants of Europe.—No; it
was the attack made on defpotifm ; and the
attempt to draw afide the {plendid curtain
which concealed it’s folly, that threw them
into a general ferment and agitation. ‘This
agitation could not fail to infpire the court of
Verfailles with hope, and they ftood prepared
to take advantage of the gathering ftorm, as

eagerly
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cagerly as a diftreffed mariner, who has long
laid becalmed, perceiving at length a gentle
heaving of the fea, and feeling the undulat-
ing motion of his bark, forefees the approach-
ing breeze, and fpreads his fails to catch the
frft breath of wind. The effet of the feigned
pr real pity of many of the admirers of the
old fyftem, who were deeply wounded by
the wrong done, as they infifted, to their
king, was to be dreaded ; for it was not to
be fuppofed, that the chivalrous {pirit of
France would be deftroyed in an inftant,
though fwords bad ceafed to leap out of their
feabbards when beauty was not deified. It
was then undoubtedly to be feared, that they
would rifk their lives and fortunes to fupport
the glory of their mafter, and their own
notions of honour: and the affembly, by
making Louis not accountable for any of his
a&ions, however infincere, unjuft, er atro-
eious, was affording all his abettors a fhelter,
encouraging at the fame time his hypocrify,
and relaxing the little energy of charater,
which his misfortune feemed to be calling
fnto play.

Miftaken lenity in politics is not more

dangerous than a falfe magnanimity is palpa-
ble
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ble littlenefs in the eyes of a man of fimple
integrity. Befides, had the reprefentatives
of the people confidered Louis merely as a
man, it is probable he would have a&ed
more like onc. Inftead of palliating the mart-
ter, they fhould, on the conttary, have pro-
claimed to all Europe, with a tone of digni-
fied firmnefs, that the french nation, willing
for themlelves, regardlefs of the rights and
privileges of others, though refpe&ing their
prejudices, finding that no compromife could
be formed between the court and people,
whofe intereft neither juftice nor policy ever
required fhould be diftin&t, do not confider
themfelves accountable to any power or con-
grefs on earth, for any mealure they may
choofe to adopt in framing a conftitution to
regulate their own internal polity. That
treating their monarch like a man, and not
as a mere idol for ftate pageantry, they would
wifh, by eftablifhing the dignity of truth and
juftice, to give ftability to the freedom of
frenchmen, and leave a monument in their
inftitutions to immortalize a fincere and ac-
quiefcing king. But that, though their ideas
might differ greatly from thofe of their neigh-
‘bouss, with whom they defired to live on the

molft
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moft amicable terms, they would purfue the
path of cternal reafon in confolidating the
sights of man; and by a ftriking example lay
the foundation of the liberty of the whole
globe, of that liberty which had hitherio
been confined to the fmall ifland of England,
and enjoyed imperfectly even there,

The houfe of Auftria was at this period
engaged in a war with the turks, which
obliged it to withdraw moft of it’s troops
from Flanders; and the intelligence, that the
flemings, highly difcontented with the in-
novations, which the vain weathercock Jofeph
the Second had made in their form of wor-
fhip, were on the eve of an infurretion,
snore againft the folly of the man than the
defpotifim of his court, calmed the fears of
the french, as to the danger of being imme-
diately attacked by Germany. This fecurity,
for they had no dread of Sardinia, made them
confider the poffibility of a counter-revolu-
tion being effe@ted by forcign enemies as far
from alarming. It is true, there was not any
juft caufe of apprehenfion, unlefs they took
{nto the calculation, that the policy of Europe
for ages paft had been fubje& to fudden
<hanges ; a ftate of profound tranquillity giv-

2 mg
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tag place to fanguinary fcenes of confufion,
and inhuman butcheries—often about fuch

trifling infults and idle pretentions, as indi-
viduals would be athamed to make a pretext
for quarrelling ; and having reafon to expect
thefe changes as long as the {yftems of courts
preferve their exiftence, France could not
reckon, with any degree of certainty, on the
continuation of peace.—Neither did the na-
tional aflembly appear to have calculated upon
it ; for they undoubtedly betrayed fymptoms
of pufillanimity, when they fuffered their
condu& to be in the {malleft degree influenced
by the apprehenfion of 2 combination of the
crowned heads of Europe to replace the royal
diadem of France, fhould the moft brilliant

of it’s jewels be touched by profane hands.
Thefe fears, perhaps, were the fecret caufe,
combined with the old habit of adoring the
king, as a point of honour, and loving the
court, as an affair of tafte, that induced them
to preferve the thadow of monarchy in the
new order of things. It’s prefervation might
have been puolitically neceflary ; becaufe, be-
fore abolithing any ancient form, it is necef-
fary to fecure whatever political good may
have flowed from it, and guard againft being
exhaufted
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exhaufted by cutting off an excrefcence,—
But, if the continuance of a king in the new
fyftem were expedient to avert prefent evil,
they fhould have allowed him the power
neceflary to give energy to the government ;
and making him refponfible for the re@itude
of his a&ions, the man would have had a fair
trial, and pofterity, judging of his condu&,
would have been enabled to form a juft efti-
mate of a kingly government.

Machiavelian cunning, however, ftill di-
re@ed the movements of all the courts of
Europe ; and thefe political moles, too well
perceiving the timidity that was mixed with
the bluftering courage of the affembly, only
waited for a favourable feafon to overturn
the rifing edifice. 'Their agents had privatg
inftru&ions to promote the efcape of Louis,
as the fureft mode of making a decided fchifm
in the national politics ; and they firmly be-
lieved, that the affeGtion fiill fubfifting for
his chriftian majefty would facilitate the exe-~
eution of their plan. The court alfo prefum-
ing on the divifions and lenity of the aflem-
bly, teok the moft indefatigable pains to fofter
in the mind of the public, nay, in that of all
Europe, pity for the degraded perfon of the

5 king,
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king, and deteftation of the facrilege, which
had been committed on the dignity of royalty.
Their continual theme was the ignominious
ftate to which the moft mild of the Bourbons
was reduced, by men, who ufurped the reins
of goverment, and trampled on the honours
of that auguft and ancient family. Reftrain-
ing the authority of a throne, which {upported
the moft abominable tyranny, they were fha«
king the defpotifm, which held in bondage
nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the world.
Thefe were alafming fignals to a certain
clafs of men, to the drones and myrmidons
who live on the fpoil and blood of induftry
and innocence. The intrufion of knowledge,
which was fure to render them an ufelefs fet
of beings in fociety, was to be prevented by
ingenious clamours, whilft a great number of
weak, well-meaning people, and ftill more
knaves, enlifted under their banner.

The univerfal damp, which the revolution
had given to the courts of Europe, producing
among them a lively fympathy for the fombre
atmofphere of Verfailles,a general forrow was
confequently expreflfed by all their minions,
and exprefled with unfeigned concern; for
the want of the ufual routine of amufements

tended
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tended to makeit real.  Hope, indeed, begat
again to animate them, when the king was
prevailed on to concert his cfcape ; yet their
eagernefs to accelerate his departure for the
frontiers, where they purpoled to ereét the
royal ftandard, to avail themlclves of the
proximity of german connc&ions, was in a
great degree the caufe of dcfeating that ill
contrived dcfign.

A defign formed very early, and fyftema-
tically purfued, was probably rendered entirely
abortive by the obftinacy of the court; who
flill perfifted to cherifh the belief, that the
public opinion was changed only for the mo-
ment, and that their deeply rooted love of
royalty would bring them back to what they
termed their duty, when the cffervefcence
excited by novelty had fubfided. And think-
ing, that the cordial reception given by the
parifians to the foldiery had contributed to
eftrange them, and effe& the revolution, they
determined to regain their loft ground, and
dazzle them by feafts, inftead of ftealing on
their affetions by hofpitality.—Still, bearing
impatiently their humiliating ﬁtuatxon, the
courtiers could not help vauntingly expofing
their projet ; and the babbling of joy thowed

the



( 417 )
the weaknefs of the heads, that could fo foon
be intoxicated by hope.

A preparatory ftep was thought necef-
fary to awaken a fenfe of allegiance in the
bseafts of the people, and to promote a divi-
fion amongft them, if not their entire con-
currence, after the cabinet fhould have fe-
curely in their pofleflion the perfon of the
king ; and this divifion would then enable
them to calculate their firength, and a& ac-
cordingly. For this purpofe, in fpite of the
comments that had been made on the feftivity
at Verfailles, which feemed before to infult
the mifery of the people, and greatly tended
to provoke the exertions that overturned the
Baftille and changed the whole face of things,
they proje&ed another entertainment to feduce
the military, encouraged to throng round the
court, whillt famine was at the very gates of
Paris. But previoufly the old french guards,
who had been incorporated with the garde
bourgeotfe, began to manifeft fome fymptoms
of  difcontent at not being_ allowed to guard
the perfon of the king. Whether they con-
fidered their honour as wounded, or were
fpirited up to afpire at regaining this privilege,
is not decided ; but it is clear, that the court,

Ee either
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cither to facilitate the entrance of frefh troops,
or from a real diflike to men, who had taken
fuch an a@ive part in difconcerting their firft
plot, oppofed their with; and even the
municipality, as has been already noticed, was
induced to requeft, that a regiment of frefh
troops might be called in to guard the perfon
of the king, and keep the peace, which this
trifling difpute, fwelled into an infurre@ion in
the report, threatened to difturb.

The king’s body-guards, whofe time of fer-
vice expired the firlt of otober, were ftill re-
tained with thofe who came to replace them;
and an immenfe crowd of fupernumeraries con-
tinued daily to increafe this corps, which had
not yet fworn allegiance to the nation. The
officers, in particular, flocked to Verfailles, a-
mountingto between eleven ortwelve hundred,
conftantly parading together. The univerfal to-
pic was commiferation of the king’s fate, and
infinuations refpe@ing the ambition of the af-
fembly. Yet, oven there the court party
feemed to be prevailing : a prefident attached
to loyalty was ele@ed; and Mirabeau’s re-
monftrances, refpe@ing the augmentation of

the troops, were difregarded.
Mean
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Mean time, not only the officers of the new
regiment, but thofe of the national guards,
were carefled by the court, whilft the citizens,
with more fagacity, were lavith of their atten-
tion to the foldiers. The cabinet had not fuf-
ficient difcernment to perceive, that the people
were now to be led, not driven ; and the po-
pular promoters of anarchy, to ferve their
private intereft, availed themfelves, unfortu-
nately, but too well of this want of judg-
ment.—Thus whilft one party, declaiming on
the necefity of order, feemed to be en-
deavouring to rivet on them the chains of fer-
vitude, the other lifted them above the law
with vain glorious notions of their fove-
reignty.—And this fovereignty of the people,
the perfection of the {cience of government,
only to be attained when a nation is truly en-
lightened, confifted in making them tyrants ;
nay the worft of tyrants, becaufe the inftru-
ments of mifchief of the men, who pretended
ta be fubordinate to their will, though acting
the very part of the minifters whom they
execrated,

Ee2 CHAP.
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CHAPTER IL

ERTERTAINMENT AT VERSAILLES. THE NATIORAL
COCKADE TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT., A MOB OF WOMEN
PROCEED TO THE HOTEL -DE - VILLE-=AND THENCE
TO VERSAILLES. THR KING’S REPLY TO THE NA"
TIONAL ASSEMBLY’S REQUEST, THAT HE WwWOULD
SANCTION THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS AND THE
FIRST ARTICLES OF THE CONSTITUTION. DEBATES
ON IT. ARRIVAL OPF THE MOB AT VERSAILLE3. THE
KING RECEIVES A DEPUTATION FROM THE WOMEN,
AND SANCTIONS THE DECREE FOR THE FREE CIRCU"
LATION OF GRAIN. THE ASSEMBLY SUMMONED. LA
FAYETTE ARRIVES WITH THE PARISIAN MILITIA.
THR PALACE ATTACKED BY THE MOB~~WHO ARE DIS-
PERSED BY THE NATIONAL GUARDS. REFLECTIONS
ON TRE CONDUCT OP THE DUKE OF ORLEANS.

ON the firft of o&tober, in confequence of
thefe freth machinations, a magnificent enter-
tainment was given in the name of the king’s
body-guards; but really by fome of their
principal officers, at the opera-houfe of the
caftle, The affe@tation of excluding the dra-
goons, diftinguithed for their attachment to
liberty, feemed to thow, but too plainly, the
end in view, rendered fill more confpicuous
by the unufual familiarity of perfons of the firft
rank with the loweft foldiers.

‘When
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When their heads were heated by a fump-
tuous banquet, by the tumult of an immenfe
crowd, and the great profufion of delicious
wines and Jigueurs,the converfation, purpofely
turned into one channel, became unreftrained,
and a chivalrous fcene completed the folly,
The queen, to teftify her fatisfattion for the
homage paid to her, and the withes expreflfed
in her favour, exhibited herfelf to this half-
drunken multitude ; carrying the dauphin
in her arms, whom fhe regarded with a mix-
ture of forrow and tendernefs, and feeming to
implore in his favour the affe@ion and zeal of
the foldiers.

This a&ting, for it is clear that the whole
was a preconcerted bufinefs, was ftill more
intoxicating than the wine.—The exclama-
tion vive le roi, vive la reine, refounded from
all fides, and the royal healths were drunk
over drawn {words, whilft that of the nation
was rejetted with contempt by the body-
guards, The mufic, the choice could not have
been the effe@ of chance, played the well
known air—O Richard! O my king! the
univerfe abandons thee*! and during this

¢ O Richard, O mon roi,
¢ L'univers t’abandonne !*

Ees moment
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moment of fafcination fome voices, perhaps
bribed for the occafion, mingled execrations
againft the affembly. A grenadier even darted
from the midft of his comrades, and accufing
himfelf of having been unfaithful to his prince,
endeavoured, feveral times, to plunge his
fword into his bofom. His held arm was not
indeed allowed to fearch for the difloyal
heart; but fome blood was permitted to
flow——and this theatrical difplay of fenfibility,
carried to the higheft pitch, produced emo-
tions almoft convulfive in the whole circle, of
which an englith reader can fcarcely form an
idea. The king, who is always reprefented
as imnocent, though always giving proofs that
he :more than connived at the attempts to re-
cover his power, was likewife prevailed on to
fhow himfelf at this entertainment. And fome
of -the fame foldiery, who had refufed to fe-
cond ‘the former proje of the cabal, were
now.induced to utter infults and menaces
againft the very authority, they then fupport-
ed. ¢ The national cockade,” exclaimed Mi-
rabeau, ¢ that emblem of the defenders of
¢ liberty, has been torn in pieces, and ftamped
¢ under foot ; and another enfign put in it’s
¢ place.—Yes ; even under the eye of the mo«

¢ parch,
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¢ narch, who allowed himfelf to be ftyled—
‘ Re/}orer of the rights of bis people, thcy have
¢ dared to hoift a fignal of fa&ion.’

The {ame {cene was renewed two days af-
ter, though with lefs parade ; and invitations
for a ﬁmllar treat were given for the following
week.

The rumour refpecting them, which reach-
ed Paris, contained many exaggerated circum-
ftances ; and was regarded as the commence-
ment of frefh hoftilities, on the part of the
court. The cry now was, that the ftunned
ariftocracy had again reared it’s head; and
that a pumber of old officers, chevaliers of
St. Louis, had figned a promife to join the
body-guards in a new attempt. This lift was
faid to contain thirty thoufand fignatures ;
and idle as the tale was, it feemed to be con-
firmed by the appearance of white and black
cockades, which inconfiderate individuals dif-
played at therifk of their lives. Thefe, faid
the parifians, are the firft indications of 4 pro-
je&ed civil war—the court wifh only to have
the king fafe to head them before they fpeak
out :—he ought, therefore, to be removed to
Paris, inferred the politicians of the palais
voyal, ‘The exafperating of the people in this

Eeg manner
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manner was certainly the moft abfurd blun.
dering folly that could have ruined a party,
who apparently faw the neceflity of dividing
the people in order to conquer them, It was,
in fa&, a fpecies of madnefs, and can be ac-
counted for only by recolle&ting the ineffable
contempt really felt by the court for the ca-
naille, which made them ftill imagine the re-
volution to be only a temporary convulfion,
not believing it poflible, in fpite of the daily
events, that they could be cruthed by the mafs
they defpifed, Their prefumption proceeded
from their ignorance, and was incurable.

The queen was fuppofed to be at the head
of this weak confpiracy, to withdraw the
foldiery from fiding with the people. She
had prefented colours to the national guards
of Verfailles, and when they waited on her
to exprefs their thanks, fhe replied, with
the moft winning affability, ¢ the nation and
¢ the army ought to be as well affected to the
¢king as we ourfelves are, I was quite
¢ charmed with what pafled on thurfday,’
This was the day of the feall.

A fcarcity of bread, the common grievance
of the revolution, aggravated the vague fears
of the parifians, and made the people fo def-

peratey
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perate, that it was not difficult to perfuade
them to undertake any enterprize ; and the
torrent of refentment 2nd enthufiafim required
only to be direted to a point to carry every
thing before it.  Liberty was the conftant
watch word ; though few knew in whatit
confifted.—It feems, indeed, to be neceflary,
that every fpecies of enthufialm fhould be fer-
mented by ignorance to carry itto any height.
Myltery alone gives full play to the imagina-
tion, men purfuing with ardour objedls in-
diftin&ly feen or underftood, becaufe each
man fhapes them to his tafte, and looks for
fomething beyond even his own conception,
when he is unable to form a jnft idea,

The parifians were now continually brood-
ing over the wrongs they had heretofore only
enumerated in a fong ; and changing ridicule
into inve&ive, all called for redrefs, looking
for a degree of public happinels immediately,
which could not be attained, and ought not
to have been expetted, before an alteration in
the national charalter fcconded the new fyf-
tem of government.

From the enjoyment of more freedom than
the women of other parts of the world, thofe
of France have acquired more indcpendence

of



(426 )

of fpirit than any others; it has, thercfore,
been the fcheme of defigning men very often
fince the revolution, to lurk behind them as
akind of fafeguard, working them up to fome
defperate a&, and then terming it a folly,
becaufe merely the rage of women, who were
fuppofed to be actuated only by the emotions
of the moment. Early then on the fifth of
o&ober a multitude of women by fome im-
pulfe were collected together ; and haftening
to the Aitel-de-ville obliged every female they
met to accompany them, even entering many

houfes to force others to follow in their train.
The concourfe, at firft, confifted ﬁxoﬁly of
market women, and the loweft refufe of the
ftreets, women .who had thrown off the vir-
tues of one fex without having power to af-
fume more than the vices of the other. A
pumber of men alfo followed them, armed
with pikes, bludgeons, and hatchets; but
they were ftrittly fpeaking a mob, aflixing
all the odium to the appellation it can poflibly
import ; and not to be confounded with the
honeft multitude, who took the Baftille.—In
fa@, fuch a rabble has feldom been gathered
together ; and they quickly fhowed, that their

movement was not the effe&t of public fpirit,
They
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They firft talked of addreffing the com-
mittee appointed by the municipality to fu-
perintend the operations neceffary to obtain
provifion for the city, and to remonftrate re-
{pecting their inattention or indifference to the
public calamity. Mean time a new cord was
fixed to the notofious lamp-iron, where the
amufement of death was firft tolerated. The
national guards, forming a hedge of baycncts
to prevent the women from entering the ho-
tel, kept them in fufpenfe a few moments.—
‘When, uttering a loud and general cry, they
hurled a volley of ftones at the foldiers, who,
unwilling, or athamed, to fire on women,
though with the appearance of furies, re-
treated into the hall, and left the paflage
free. They then fought for arms ; and break-
ing open the doors of the magazines, foon
procured fufils, cannons, and ammunitien;; and
even took advantage of the confufion to carry
off money and notes belonging to the public,
In the interim fome went to fearch for the vo-
lunteers of the Baftille, and chofe a com-
mander from among them to conduét the
party to Verfailles ; whilft others tied. cords
to the carriages of the cannons to drag them
along.—But thefe, being moftly marine ar-
tillery, did not follow with the alacrity

neceflary
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necellary to accord with their wifhes ; they,
therefore, ftopped feveral coaches, forcing
the men to get out and the ladies to join
them ; faftening the cannons behind, on
which a number of the moft furious mounted,
brandithing whatever weapon they had found,
or the matches of the cannons. Some drove
the horfes, and others charged themfelves
with the care of the powder and ball, falling
into ranks to facilitate their march. They
took the road by the Champs Elifées about
noon, to the number of four thoufand, ef-
corted by four or five hundred men, armed
with every thing on which they could lay their
hands.

Mean time the zocfiz founded from all
parts ; the french guards, ftill urged on by
wounded pride, loudly declared, that the
king ought to be brought to Paris ; and many
of the citizens, not on duty, concurred with
the reft of the national guards in the fame
opinion, particularly thofe accuftomed to at-
tend the harangues at the Palais Royal. La
Fayette, refufing to accompany, endeavoured
to calm them. But finding, that the tumult
increafed, and that prayers were giving place
to menaces, he offered to make known to the

king,
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king, at their head, the wifhes of the capital,
if the municipality gave him orders to this
effe. Their council was now affembled ;
yet prolonging the deliberation till between
four and five o'clock in the afternoon, the
people became fo very impatient, that it was
thought prudent to allow them to fet out:
and the exclamations of the populace proved
how eafy it was to govern, or lead them
aftray, by every frefh hope.

Few events have happened at Paris, that
have not been attributed by the different par-
ties to the machinations of the leaders on the
other fide; to blacken whofe chara&ers, when
they had the upper hand, the moft audacious
falfehoods have been induftrioufly circulated ;
the dete@tion of which has induced many
calm obfervers to believe, that all the accounts
of plots and confpiracies were fabricated in
the fame manner ; not confidering, that even
the univerfality of thefe fufpicions was a proof
of the intriguing charatter of the people,
who from a knowledge of themfelves became
thus miftruftful of others. It was currently
reported, that very confiderable fums had
been diftributed amongft the mob, before it
marched to Verfailles; and, though many

fabulous
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fabulous ftories of fhowers of gold have fince
been retailed by the credulous, this feems,
from their fubfequent condu@, to have had
fome foundation: for nothing like the
heroifm, the difintereftednefs, appeared, which,
in moft other rifings of the parifians, has
formed a ftriking contraft with their bar-
barity ; fometimes fufficient to oblige us,
Iamenting the delufions of ignorance, to give
the foft name of enthufiafm to cruelty ; re-
fpeiing the intention, though detefting the
effets. Now, on the contrary, afting like
a gang of thieves, they gave colour to the
report—that the firft inftigators of the riot
were hired affaffins.—And hired by whom?
—The public voice repeats, on every fide,
the defpicable duke of Orleans, whofe im-
menfe eftate had given him an undue influ-
ence in the bailliages, and who ftill exercifed
all the means that cunning could devife, and
wealth produce, to revenge himfelf on the
royal family. He was particularly incenfed
againft the queen, who having treated him
with the contempt which he doubtlefs merited,
and even influenced the king to banifh him to
one of his country feats, when he uttered fome
popular fentiments, he continued to nourith the

moft
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moft implacable hatred to her perfon, whilft
the changing fentiments of the nation refpect-
ing the prefent branch of his family excited
in him hopes, that would at once have grati-
fied both his revenge and his ambition.

There is no calculating the mifchief which
may be produced by a revengeful cunning
knave, poflefling the forcible engine of gold
to move his projeéls, and acting by agency,
which, like a fubterraneous fire, that for a
long time has been putting the combuftible
matter into a ftate of fufion, burfts out un-
expeQedly, and the fudden eruption fpreads
around terrour and deftruétion.

The agents of defpotifm, and of vengeful
ambition, employed the fame means to agi-
tate the minds of the parifians; and covered
as they now are with foul ftains, it is an ac-
knowledgement due to their original good
difpofition, to note, that at this period they
were fo orderly it required confiderable
management to lead them into any grofs
irregularity of condu@. It was, therefore,
neceflary for the duke’s inftruments to put in
motion. a body of the moft defperate women;
fome of whom were half famithed for want of
kread, thich had purpofely been rendercd

$ {earce
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fearte to facilitate the atrocious defignt of
murdering both the king and queen in 2
broil, that would appear to be produced folely
by the rage of famine.

The fhamelefs manner in which the enter-
tainment of the officers of the body-guards
had been conduted; the indifcreet vifit of
the queen to intereft the army in the caufe
of royalty, coming in artfully after the rabble
of foldiers had been allowed to enter ; together
with the imprudent expreflions of which fhe
afterwards made ufe ; ferved as pretexts,
nay, may have been fome of the caufes of
thefe women fufpeding, that the dearth of
bread in the capital was owing to the con-
trivance of the court, who had fo often pro-
duced the fame effe&t to-promote their finifter
purpofes. Theybelieved then, that theonly fure
way to remedy {uch a grievous calamity, in
future, would be to implore the king to refide
at Paris : and the national militia, compofed
of more orderly citizens, who thought the
report of a premeditated efcape was not with-
out foundation, imagined, that they fhould
nip a civil war in the bud, by preventing the
king’s departure, and feparate him effeGtually

from
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from the cabal, to whom they attributed all
his mifcondu&.

Whilft the multitude were advancing, the
affembly were confidering the king’s reply to
their requeft to fan@ion the declaration of
rights, and the firlt articles of the conftitu-
tion, before the fupplies were granted. The re-
ply was couched in terms fomewhat vague, yet
it’s meaning could not be mifunderftood.—
He obferved, that the articles of the conftitu-
tion could be judged of only in their connec-
tion with the whole; neverthelefs he thought
it natural, that at the moment the nation was
called upon to affift the government by a
fignal ac of confidence and patriotifm, they
fhould expe& to be re-affured refpe&ing their
principal intereft.—*¢ Accordingly,” he con-
tinues, ¢ taking it for granted, that the firft
¢ articles of the conftitution, which you have
¢ prefented . to me, united to the completion
¢ of your labours, will fatisfy the wifhes of
‘ my people, and fecure the happinefs and
¢ profperity of the kingdom, conformably to
¢ your deéfire I accept them; but with one
¢ pofitive condition, from which I will never
¢ depart ; namely, that from the general re-
¢ fult of your deliberations the executive power

Ff : fhall
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® fhall have it’s entire effe&t in the hands of
¢ the monarch. Still it remains for me to
¢affure you with franknefs, that, if I give
¢‘my fan@ion of acceptance to the feveral
* articles, which you have laid before me, it
¢ is not-becaufe they indifcriminately give me
¢ an idea of perfeCtion; but I believe it lauda-
¢ ble in me to pay this refpe to the wifhes

¢ of the deputies of the nation, and to the
¢ alarming circumftances, which fo earneftly

¢ prefs us to defire above all things the

¢ prompt re-eftablifhment of peace, order, and
¢ confidence.

¢ I fhall not deliver my fentiments refpe&-
¢ ing your declaration of the rights of man
¢ and of citizens. It contains excellent maxims
¢ proper to dire& your deliberations ; but
¢ principles fufceptible of application, and
¢-even of different interpretations, cannot be

¢ juftly appreciated, and have only need of
¢ being fo when their true fenfe is determined
¢ by the laws, to which they ought to be the
¢ bafis.’

In the fubterfuge employed in this anfwer,
the profound diffimulation of the king ap-
pears ; and ‘that ¢ pitiful refpe® for falle
honour,’ which makes a man boggle at 3

1 naked
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naked untruth, even when uttering a number
of contemptible prevarications, Thus did he
at firft ftruggle againft every conceffion,
againft granting any real freedom to the peo-
ple; yet afterwards unable to maintain his
ground, he impotently gave way before the
ftorm he had raifed, every time lofing a part
of the authority which depended on opi-
nion.

The affembly manifefted an univerfal dif-
content. One of the members remarked, that
the king' withheld his acceptance of the de-
claration of rights; and only yielded to cir-
cumftances in accepting the conftitutional
articles : he, therefore, moved, that no taxes
fhould be levied, before the declaration of
rights and the conftitution fhould be accepted,
without any refervation.~——Another afferted,
that the king’s reply ought to have been
counter-figned by one of the minifters. What
an abfurdity ! yet the inviolability of the king
ftanding in their way, it feemed to be necef-
fary to fecure minifterial refporfibility, to
render it null ; not only to prevent the mi-
nifters from finding fhelter behind it, but to
make it utterly ufelefs to the king, who was
thus, literally fpeaking, reduced to a cipher.

Ff2 Mirabeau,
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Mirabeau, however, after alluding with
energy to the entertainment, which, out of
derifion, had been termed patriotic, made
three or four motions. One was, ¢ that no
¢ a& emanating from the king thould be de-
¢ clared without the fignature of a fecretary
¢ of ftate.’~—So inconfiftent was the man, who
argued with fuch eloquence for the abfolute
veto :—Another was, ¢ that his majefty would
¢ pleafe to be explicit; and not by a con-
¢ ditional confent, extorted by tircumftances,
¢ Jeave any doubt of his fincere concurrence
¢in the mind of the people.’” It was alfo
noticed, to corroborate the inference, that the
king was only yielding, for the moment, to
opinions which he hoped to fee exploded, that
the decree for the circulation of grain had
been altered before the publication, and the
ufual preamble, for fiuch is our pleafure, formed
a ftrange contraft with an acknowledgement
of the legiflative rights of the nation. Robef-
pierre, particularly, maintained, that the
pation had not any need of. the zffiftance of
the monarch to conftitute itfelf—that the
king’s reply was not an acceptance, but a
cenfure ; and, confequently, an attack on the

rights of the people. h
8
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This feemed virtually the opinion of the
aflembly, though Mirabeau’s foft ftyle of ex-
prefling their will was adopted. It was par-
ticularly in this decifion, that the deputies
difplayed a great degree of the weaknefs,
which miftakes temerity for courage, and the
fhadow of juftice for verity.—And affe@ing
to fay, to reconcile a contradi@ion, that the
authority of kings is fufpended as often as the
fovereignis occupiedin framing the elementsof
the conftitution, or altering fundamental laws,
they demonftrated the inconfiftency of their
own f{yftem, and acknowledged it’s abfurdity ;
which is ftill more flagrantly thown in Mira-
beau’s irrational declaration, that, ¢ by a pious
¢ fition of the law, the king cannot himfelf
¢ deceive; but the grievances of the people
* demanding vi@ims, thefe viims are the
¢ minifters.’

At this jun&ture of the debate the tumultu-
ous concourfe of women arrived at Ver-
failles: but it muft not be unnoticed, that
there was a number of men with them, dif-
guifed in women’s clothes; which proves,
that this was not, as has been afferted, a fud-
den impulfe of neceflity. There were befides
men in their own garb armed like ruffians,

Ffg3 with
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with countenances anfwerable, who, f{wear-
ing vengeance againft the queen and the
body-guards, feemed to be preparing to put
their threats in execution, Some barbarians,
volunteers in guilt, might pcrhaps have
joined, fpurred on folely by thc hope of
plunder, and a love of tumult ; but it is clear,
that the principal movers played a furer game.

The women had taken two routes ; and one
party, without arms, prefented themfelves at
the gate of the aflembly, whilflt the other
cluftered round the palace waiting for them.
The avenues were already filled with body-
guards, the flanders regiment was drawn up
in ranks; in fhort, the foldiers were gathered
together quickly in one quarter, though the
people of Verfailles were exceedingly alarm-
ed, and particularly by the appearance of
the vagabonds, who followed the female
mob.

With fome difficulty the women were pre-
vailed on to allow a few to enter orderly into
the affembly, with a fpokefinan to  make
known thelr demand ; whilft crowds, taking
refuge in the galleries from the rain, pre-
fented there the ftrange fight of pikes, fufils,

and
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and tremendous fticks bound with iron. Their
orator reprefented the grievances of the peo-
ple, and the ncceffity of continually providing
for their fubfiftence : he exprefed the con-
cern of the parifians on account of the flow
formation of the conftitution, and attributed
this delay to the oppofition of the clergy. A
dithop then prefided in the abfence of Mou-
nier, the prefident, who had been difpatched
by the affembly with their expoftulatory pe-
tition to the king. A deputy, to fpare
him the embarrafflment of a reply to the in-
finuation againft his order, reprimanded the
petitioner for calumniating that refpectable
body. He accordingly made an apology,
yet juftified himfelf by declaring, that he only
reported the purport of the difcontentment
of Paris. They were informed, in reply, by
the vice-prefident, that a deputation was al-
ready fent to the king, requefting his fanction
of a decree to facilitate the interiour circula-
tion of grain and flour: and finding, that it
was impofiible to attend to the bufinefs of the
day, he adjourned the affembly, without
waiting for the return of the prefident.
The women about the palace entered into
cohverfation with the foldiers, fome of whom
Ff 4 faid
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faid, ¢ that were the king to recover all his
¢ aythority, the people would never want
$ bread!" This indifereet infinuation exafpe-
rated them; and they replied in ‘the lan.
guage, that is proverbial for being the moft
abufive. A fray allo enfuing, brought on
by a difpute relative to the affair of the
cockades, one of the body guards drew his
fword, which provoked a national guard of
Verfailles to give him a blow with his muf-
ket, that broke his arm.

The national troops were eager to convince
the mob, that they were equally offended at
the difrefpe& paid to the emblem of liberty ;
and the flemith regiment, though they were
in battle array, made the women let their
rings drop into their guns, to be convinced
that they were not charged : faying, ¢ It was
§ true, they had drunk the wine of the body
¢ guards ; but what did that engage them to
¢* do? Theyhad alfo cried, vive /e ros, as the
¢ people themfelves did every day; and it
¢ was their intention to ferve him faith-
¢ fully, but not againft the nation I'—with
other fpeeches to the fame effe@ ;—adding,
¢ that one of their officers had ordered a thou-

¢ fand cockades; and they knew not why
¢ they
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* they were not diftributed !’ Enraged by the
tenour of this difcourfe, a body-guard’s man
ftruck one of the foldiers talking thus; who,
in return, fired on him, and fraGured his
arm. All was now confufion; and every
thing tended to render the body guards more
odious to the populace.

The king arrived in the midft of it from
hunting, and admitted at the {fame time the
deputaticn from the national affembly, and an
addrefs from thewomen. He received the latter
with great affability, teftified his forrow on
account of the fcarcity of bread at Paris, and
immediatly fanctioned the decree, relative to
the free circulation of grain, which he had
juft received from the affembly, The wo-
man who fpoke, attempting to kifs his hand,
he embraced her with politenefs, and dif-
miffed them in the moft gentleman-like
manner. ‘They immediately rejoined their
companions, charmed by the reception they
had met with; and the king fent orders to
the guards not to make ufe of their arms.
The count d’Eftaing, the commander in
chief, announced likewife to the militia of
Verfailles, that the body-guards would the

next day take the oath of allegiance to the
nation,
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nation, and put on the patriotic cockade,
¢ They are not worthy,” was the indignant
growl of the multitude.

Some women now returning to Paris, to
report the gracious behaviour of the king,
were unfortunately maltreated by a detach-
ment of body-guards, commanded by a no-
bleman ; and the volunteers of the Baftille
coming to their afliftance, two men, and
three horfes, were killed on the fpot. Thefe
fame irritated women meeting, likewife, the
parifian militia, on their way to Verfailles,
gave them an exaggerated defcription of the
conduét of the guards.

The court now taking the alarm, fearing
that their plan would be defeated, by the
king’s being obliged to go to Paris, urged
him immediately to fet out for Metz, and the
carriages were aCtually prepared. Itis {carcely
credible that they would have gone fo far
without his concurrence.

One loaded coach had been permitted to
go out of the gate; but the national troops
beginning to fufpect what was going forward,
obliged it to re-enter. The king then, with
his ufual addrefs, finding his efcape at that

time impraQicable, and not withing to-fhed
blood
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blood in forcing his way, made a merit of ne-
ceflity, and declared he would rather perith
than fee the blood of frenchmen ftreaming
in his quarrel ! So eafy is it for a man, verfed
in the language of duplicity, to impofe on the
credulous ; and to imprefs on candid minds a
belief of an opinion that they would gladly
receive without any doubting allay, did not
other circumftances more ftrongly contradi&
the perfuafion. This declaration, however,
which was re-echoed with great eagernefs,
was confidered as a manifelt proof of the
purity of his intentions, and a mark of his
fixed adherence to the caufe which he af-
feQed to efpoufe. Yet, to prove the con-
trary, it is only neceffary to obferve, that he
put off the acceptance of the declaration of
rights, and the firft articles of the conftitu-
tion, till after the attempt to efcape was fruf-
trated : for it was near eleven o’clock when
he fent for the prefident, to put into his hands
a fimple acceptation, and to requeft him to
convoke the affembly immediately, that he
might avail himfelf of their counfel at this
¢rifis; alarmed by the mob without, who, ex-
pofed to all the inclemency of the weather,
It being a very wet and flormy night, were

uttering
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uttering the moft horrid imprecations againft
the qucen and the body-guards.

A drum inftantly fummoned the affembly ;
and La Fayette arriving with his army in lefs
than an hour after, the prefident was again
called for, who returned to the afflembly with
the king’s aflurance, that he had not even
thought of leaving them, nor would he ever
feparate himfelf from the reprefentatives of
the people.

La Fayette had previoufly affured the
king of the fidelity of the metropolis, and that
he had been exprefsly fent by the municipa-
lity of Paris to guard his auguft perfon. A
rumour had prevailed, ever fince the arrival
of the women, that the parifian militia were
coming to fecond them ; but as the commune
of Paris had not determined till late in the
afternoon, the meflenger from La Fayette to
the palace could not have reached Verfailles
long before him: but the court fuppofing
thae they would come, and having heard of
the wifh of the parifians to bring the king to
Paris, where they had always fpies to give
them the earlieft notice of what was going
forward, prefled him to fet out without lofs

of time; ftill they were aQuated folely by
2 the
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the defire of getting him away, and not from
any apprehenfion that his life was in danger.

After tranquilizing the king, La Fayette
joined the parifian militia in the avenue, to
inform them, that the king had fan&ioned the
decree of the affembly for expediting the
more fpeedy circulation of provifions; that
he accepted, without any refervation, of the
declaration of rights, with the firft articles of
the conftitution, declaring at the fame time
his unfhaken refolution to remain among his
people ; and that he confented alfo to have a
detachment of the national troops of Paris
to contribute to guard his perfon.

Joy now took place of dread at Verfailles ;
and the citizens diftributed their addrefles
amongft the {oldiers, offering them lodgings ;
they having been previoufly requefted, by the
beating of a drum, to receive as many of the
parifian militia as they poffibly could. The
reft, after paffing feveral hours in arms
round the palace, {fought for fhelter, as the
morning began to dawn, in the churches.
Every thing appearing quiet, the harafled
king and queen were prevailed on to feek the
repofe they needed; and La Fayette, about
five in the morning, retired to his chamber,

to
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to write to the municipality an account of his
proceedings, before he likewife endeavoured
to fnatch a little reft.

Scarcely an hour after, the reftlefs mob,
great part of which had taken refuge in the
hall and gallerics of thec aflembly, began to
prowl about. The moft decent of the wo-
men, who had been preffed into the fervice,
flole away during the night. The reft, with
the whole gang of ruffians, rufhed towards
the palace, and finding its avenues unguarded,
entered like a torrent ; and fome among them,
moft probably, conceived, that this was the
moment to perpetratc the crime for which
they had been drawn from their lurking-
holes in Paris.

Infulting one of the body-guards who op-
pofed their entrance, he fired, and killed a
man. This was a frefh pretext for entering
to fearch for the murderer, as he was termed
by thefe rioters ; and -driving the guards be-
fore them up the grand ftair-cafe, they began
fo break into the different apartments, vowing
vengeance againft the body-guards, in which
were mingled the bitterelt curfes, all levelled
atthe queen.

Catching
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Catching one unfortunate gnard by him-
felf, he was dragged down the ftairs ; and
his head, inftantly fevered from his body,
was mounted on a pike, which rather ferved
to irritate than glut the fury of the montfters,
who were ftill hunting after blood or plun-
der.

The moft defperate found their way to the
queen’s chamber, and left for dead the man
who courageoufly difputed their entrance.
But fhe had been alarmed by the tumult,
though the mifcreants were not long in
making their way good, and, throwing a
wrapping-gown around her, ran, by a private
paflage, to the king’s apartment, where fhe
found the dauphin ; but the king was gone
in queft of her: he, however, quickly re-
turning, they waited together in a horrid
ftate of fufpence. Several of the guards,
who endeavoured to keep back the mob, were
woungded ; yet all this happened in a very
fhort fpace of time.

The promptitude and rapidity of this move-
ment, taking every circumftance into confi-
deration, affords additional arguments in fup-
port of the opinion, that there had been a
premeditated defign to murder the royal fa-

mily.
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mily. The king had granted all they afked
the evening before ; fending away great part
of the multitude delighted with his conde.
fcenfion ; and they had received no frefh pro-
vocation to excite this outrage. The auda-
city of the moft defperate mob has never led
them, in the prefence of a fuperiour force, to
attempt to chaftife their governors; and it is
not even probable that banditti, who had
been moved by the common caufes of fuch
infurrettions, fhould have thought of mur-
dering their {overeign, who, in the eyes of
the greater number of frenchmen, was flill
fhrouded by that divinity, tacitly allowed to
hover round kings, much lefs have dared to
attempt it.

La Fayette was quickly roufed ; and, fend-
ing his aidvs-de-camp to allemble the national
guards, he followed the ruffians with equal
celerity. 'They had aCtually forced the king’s
apartment at the moment he arrlved ; and the
royal family were liftcning to the increafing
tumult as the harbinger of death,—when all
was hufthed,—and the door opening a mo-
ment after, the national guards entered re-
fpeGfully, faying they came to fave the

king ;—* and we will fave you too, gentle-
men,
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men,’ added they, addreffing the body-
guards, who were in the chamber.

The vagabonds were now purfued in their
turn, and driven from room to room, in the
midft of their pillage, for they had already
begun to ranfack that fumptuoufly furnifhed
palace. From thé palace they repaired to the
ftables, ftill intent on plunder, and carried
away fome horfes, which were as quickly re-
taken. Every where they purfued the body-
guards, and every where the generous pari-
fian troops, forgetting their piqued pride and
perfonal animofity, hazarded their lives to
fave them.—Till, at length, order was pet-
fe@ly eftablifhed.

Such was the termination of this moft
myfterious affair ; one of the blackeft of the
machinations that have fince the revolution
difgraced the dignity of man, and fullied the
annals of humanity. Difappointed in their
main obje&, thefe wretches beheaded two of
the guards, who fell into their hands; and
hurried away towards the metropolis, with
the infignia of their atrocity on the points of
the barbarous inftruments of vengeance—
fhowing in every inftance, by the difference

Gg of
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of their condu@, that they were a fet of
monfters, diftin& from the people.

Whilft nature fhudders at imputing ta any
one a plan {o inhuman, the general characer
and life of the duke of Orleans warrant the
belief, that he was the author of this tumult.
And when we compare the fingularly fero-
cious appearance of the mob, with the brutal
violation of the apartment of the queen, there
femains little doubt, but that a defign was on
foot againft the lives of both her and the
king.—Yet in this, and moft other inftances,
the man has wanted courage to confummate
bis villany, when the plot he had been fol-
lowing up was ripe.

It is, perhaps, not the leaft noble faculty
of the mind, to queftion the motives of a&tion,
which are repugnant to the feelings of nature,
outraging the moft {acred feelings of the hu-
man foul. But it is the developement of a
chara&er, that enables us to eftimate it’s de-
pravity ; and had the condu& of that wretch
ever varied, the veil of myftery might fill
have remained unrent, and pofterity, hearing
of the judgment of the chitelet, would have
believed Egalit¢ innocent. The court had

become highly obnoxious to the nation, and
with
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with it the king was implicated, in fpite of
the efforts of Mirabeat, and foine other fa-
vourites of the people, to render him refpect-
ablejy fo that ther¢ wanted not 4 plaufible
reafon fot fufpé@ing, that the duke might
afpite at obtaining the ftgency, though Louis
was neither malflacred, nor allowed to efcape.
But the prefent fcheme being difconcerted,
fear, for a while, damped his ambition : and
La Fayette; finding that thefe fufpicions ftill
formed a pretext to excite cothmotions, with a
view to quietthe minds of the patifians, feconded
the importsities of the duke, who wifhed to
vifit England, till the affait blew over. The
king, therefote, was prevailed on to give
hifi a tHominal commiffion, to be made ufe
of a3 4 plea to tbtain liberty of abfence from
the affembly, of which he was 4 membet.

He was certainly very apptehenfive of ah
inveftigation of the bufinefs; and revenge
and ambition equally giving way to perfonal
féar, he left his colleagues to finith the con-
flitution, and his agents to tecovet his fame,
by teprefenting the ftory as a calumny of the
royalifts, againft whom the public wete fuffi-

ciently enraged to credit any afperfion.
Gg2 The
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The bold tone he affumed the july follow-
ing was far from being a proof of his in-
nocence ; becaufe it was not very probable,
that a cunning man fhould take his meafures
in fuch a critical affair without due precau-
tion.—On the contrary, he would labour to
fink {o entirely into the back-ground of the
plot, as to render it difficult, if not impoffhi-
ble, for him to be perceived. And this was
pra&icable to a man, who was willing, in the
promotion of his purpofe, to diffipate the
moft {plendid fortune.

To a difpofition for low intrigue was added
alfo a decided preference of the groffeft liber-
tinifm, feafoned with vulgarity, highly con-
genial with the manners of the heroines, who
compofed the fingular army of the females.

Having taken up his abode in the centre
of the palais royal, a very fuperb fquare, yet
the laft in which a perfon of any delicacy,
not to mention decorum, or morality, would
choofe to refide ; becaufe, excepting the people
in trade, who found it convenient, it was en-
tirely occupied by the moft fhamelefs girls of
the town, theirheoring protecors, gamefters,
and fharpers of every denomination. In
thort, by the vileft of women ; by wretches,

who
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who lived in houfes from which the fiript
bodies, often found in the Seine, were fup-
pofed to be thrown*—and he was con-
fidered as the grand fultan of this den of ini-
quity. Living thus in the lap of crime, his
heart was as tainted as the foul atmofphere
he breathed.—Incapable of affeftion, his
amours were the jaundiced caprices of fatiety;
and having proved in the affair of Keppel and
d’Orvilliers, that he wanted the courage of a
man, he appears to have been as fit for dark
under-hand affaffinations as he was unequal to
any attempt flowing from virtuous ambition,
That a body of women fhould put them-
felves in motion to demand relief of the king,
or to remonftrate with the affembly refpe&t-
ing their tardy manner of forming the con-
ftitution," is fcarcely probable; and that they
fhould have undertaken the bufinefs, without
being inftigated by defigning perfons, when
all Paris was diffatisfied with the condué and
the procraftination of the affembly, is a belief
which the moft credulous will hardly fival-
low,’ unlefs they take into their view, that
the want of bread was the bye word ufed by

® They ufed to lic to be owned in a confpicuous part of

the city,
Ggs thofe,
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thofe, who in a great meafare produced it ;
for perceiving the turn the public mind was
taking, they drove the mob on to perpetrate
the mifchieflong defigned, under the fan&ion
of national indignation.

It is evident, that the court was not con.
cerned, however defirous the eabinet might
bave been to render the people difcontented
with the new order of things; for they feem
to have been entirely occupied with the
fcheme, on which they built the moft fanguine
expellation, of-prevailing on the king to re~
tire to Metz. Befides, the courfe the proje&t
took is a circumftantial evidence, that, de-
figned againft Verfailles, it was not meditated
there.

That the Chitelet fhould not have been
able to fubflantiate any proof of his guilt, is
mot in the leaft extraordinary.—It is only ne-
eeffary to be acquainted with the geueral pro-
penfity of the french to intrigue, to know, that
there is no fervice, however dangerous, or
purpofe, however black, for which gold will
not find aman, There were wretches, who
would have confidered exile as an efcape from
the continual dread of menaced deteétion,
could they carry with them a fum to com~

mence
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fnence anew their fraudulent pra@ices in an-
other country ; and money the duke did not

fpare to gratify his paffions, though fordidly
mean when they were out of the queftion.

His remaining alfo in England for fuch a
length of time, merely to avoid difturbing
the tranquillity of the ftate, when it was pof-
fible, that by it’s diforder and agitation he
might gain a {ceptre, cannot be credited ; be-
caufe it is well known, that he never facri-
ficed any felfith confideration to the general
good. Such examples of felf-denial and true
patriotifm are uncommon, even from the moft
virtuous men; and it is idle to imagine, that
a man, whom all the world allowe.l to be vici-
ous, thould rifk the popularity, which he had
been at fuch pains to acquire, unlefs it were to
guard his life.

On his return, neverthelefs, finding that
all was fafe, he appeared in the affembly, pro-
voking the inquiry from which he had before
fkulked ; and braving deteftion, when the
danger was paffed, he had the addrefs -to
perfuade the public of his innocence. Nay,
the mock patriots of the day, pretending to
defpife princes, were glad to have a prince
on their fide,
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The report, that Mirabeau, always an
avowed advocate for a limited monarchy, was
concerned in the plot, was certainly a calum-
ny ; becaufe it is notorious, that he had an
habitual cantempt for the duke, which had
even produceda decided coolnefs fome time be-
fore. And, if any collateral proof of his inno-
cence were neceflary, it would be fufficient to
add, that the abbé Maury, his competitor in
eloquence, and opponent in opinion, declared
there was no ground for his impeachment.

It is unfortunate, indeed, that fome of the
villains employed were not immediately in-
terrogated, The foldiery, in chafing them
from one quarter to another, gave proofs not
onlyof their intrepidity, but attachment to
the new government ; and the only reprehen-
fible part of their condu& was fuffering the
murderers to efcape, inftead of apprehending
as many as they could, and bringing them to
condign punithment.” Such an omiffion, it
was to be feared, would produce the moft fa-
tal confequences, becaufe impunity never fails
to ftimulate the wretches, who have arrived at
fuch a pitch of wickednefs, to commit freth,
and, if poffible, ftill more atrocious crimes;

and it is by fufpending the decrees of juftice,
that
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that hardened mifcreants, made fo by op-
preflion, give full fcope to all the brutality of
their fanguinary difpofitions.

This negle&, in their turn, was not the
leaft reprehenfible or fatal errour, produced by
the factions of the aflembly. The crifis de-
manded vigour and boldnefs.—The laws had
been trampled on by a gang of banditti the
moft defperate—The altar of humanity had
been profaned-—The dignity of freedom had
been tarnithed—The fanétuary of repofe, the
afylym of care and fatigue, the chafte temple
of a woman, | confider the queen only as
one, the apartment where fhe configns her
fenfes to the bofom of fleep, folded in it’s
arms forgetful of the world, was violated with
murderous fury—The life of the king was
affailed, when he had acceded to all their
demands—-And, when their plunder was
{natched from them, they maffacred the
guards, who were doing their duty.—Yet
thefe brutes were permitted triumphantly to
e¢fcape—and dignified with the appellation of
the people, their outrage was in a great mea-
fure attempted to be excufed by thofe depu-
ties, who fometimes endeavoured to gain an

nndug
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undue influence through the interpofition of
the mob.

At this moment the affembly ought to have
known, that the future refpetability of their
laws muft greatly depend on the condué& they
purfued on the prefent occafion ; and it was
time to fhow the parifians, that, giving free-
dom to the nation, they meant to guard it by
a ftrit adherence to the laws, that naturally
iflue from the fimple principles of equal juftice
they were adopting ; punithing with juft fe-
verity all fuch as fhould offer to violate, or
treat them with contempt. Wifdom, preci-
fion, and courage, are the permanent fupports
of authority—the durable pillars of every juft
government, and they only require to be, as
it were, the porticos of the ftru&ure, to ob-
tain for it, at once, both the admiration and
obedience of the people. To maintain fub~
ordination in a ftate by any other means is
not merely difficult, but, for any length of
time, impoffible.

They ought to have ftood up as one man
In fupport of infulted juftice; and by dire&t-
ing the arm of the law, have fmothered in
embryo that fpirit of rebellion and licentiouf-
nefs, which, beginning to appear in the me-

tropolis,
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tropolis, it was to be feared would attain her-
culean ftrength by impunity, and ultimately
overturn, with wanton thoughtlefsnefs, or
headftrong zeal, all their labours. Yet, fo
contrary was their condu& to the dictates of
common fenfe, and the common firmnefs of
re&itude of intention, that they not only per-
mitted that gang of aflaflins to regain their
dens ; but inftantly fubmitted to the demand
of the foldiery, and the peremptory wifh of
the parifians—that the king fhould refide
within the walls of Paris.

The firmnefs of condu@, which the repre-
fentatives of a people fhould always maintain,
had been wanting in the affembly from the
moment their power had been acknowledged ;
for inftead of being direCted by any regular
plan of proceeding, a line equally marked out
by integrity and political prudence, they were
hurried along by a giddy zeal, and by a bur-
lefque affeGtation of magnanimity; as puerile
as the greater part of their debates were fri-
volous. 'Whilft their vanity was gratified by
the lively applaufes lavithed on their inflated
and popular declamation, they fet fire to the
foibles of the multitude, teaching their defpe-
rate demagogues to become their rivals in this

fpecies
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fpecies of eloquence, till the plans of the
leaders of clubs, and popular focieties, were
generolly admired and purfued.

The will of the people being fupreme, it is
not only the duty of their reptclentatives to
refpect it, but their political exiftence ought
to depend on their ating conformably to the
wiil of their conftituents. Their voice, in
enlightened countries, is always the voice of
reafon. But in the infancy of fociety, and
during the advancement of the fcience of poli-
tical liberty, it is highly neceffary for the go-
verning authority to be guided by the pro-
grefs of that {cience ; and to prevent, by judi-
cious meafures, any check being given to it’s
advancement, whilft equal care is taken not ta
produce the miferies of anarchy by enccurag-
ing licentious freedom. The national affembly,
however, delighted with their blooming ho-
nouts, fuffered themfelves to be hurried for-
ward by amultitude, on whom political light
had too fuddenly flathed, and feemed to have
no apprehenfion of the danger, which has fo
fatally refulted from their tame acquiefcence.

The people of Paris, who have more than
their portion of the unational vanity, believed
that they had produced the revolution; and

3 thinking
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thinking themfelves both the father and mo-
ther of all the great events, which had hap-
pened fince it’s commencement, and that the
national affembly, wholfe condu& indeed be-
trayed {fymptoms of an underftanding not
adult, ought to be dircéted by 'their leading-
ftrings, frequently declared, that liberty would
not be fecured, until the court and the affem-
bly were brought within the walls of the ca-
pital. This was the fubjet of club debates,
decided with legiflative pompofity, on the ru-
mour of the intended evafion of the king;
and the infult offcred to the national cockade,
the firt of o&ober, brought them to the deter-
mination—that it was proper he fhould be
there.—Such was their will, the capital cf
the nation—now fovereign. Forefeeing allc,
as they had already dreaded, that the only fe-
curity for infant freedom would be to guard
the court, and place in the centre of informa-
tion their infant reprefentatives ; whom they
alternately idolized and fufpected.

The decorum of manners in a people, long
fubordinate to the authority of their magi-
ftrates, had on feveral occafions, and even on
the fifth of oftober, controlled the impetuous
populace, who had undcrtaken, or joined in

the
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the enterprize ; and confidering the manner
in which they were pufhed on, it is extraor-
dihary, that they did not commit greater dé.
predations.  For with all their brutality, and
eagernefs to plunder the palace, they did nof
attempt to pillage Verfailles, though half fa-
mifhed.

The army of La Fayette indeed, princi-
pally compofed of citizens, behaved not only
in an irreproachable manner ; but the celerity
of their movements, their obedience to the dif-
cipline which they had fo promptly acquired,
joined to the clemency and moderation they
difplayed, excited the gratitude and refpeét of
all parties.—Still, trembling for the rights that
had been fo glorioufly fnatched out of the
clinched hand of defpotifm—it was the wifh
of all the leaders to have the king at Paris.
It was in fact the general fentiment at Patis,
and of the greater part of the nation.

That city, which had contributed fo effen-
tially in effeting the revolution, viewed with
anxiety the influence of a party fpirit in the
affembly, though themfelves fplit into feveral
political fects, who almoft execrated each
other. And finding, that the indecifion of

the members had given frefh hopes to the
court,
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court, which at laft might render their cman-
cipation merely a dazzling meteor, they were
reftlefsly bent on having the king and affembly
more immediately in their power, The re-
port, likewife, of Louis’s intended efcape ;
which had he effefted, it was probable, that
he would have been in the next place pre-
vailed on to join the difcontented princes and
nobles, thus producing a fchifm in the king-
dom, that muft infallibly have brought on not
only a cruel civil war, but have embroiled
them with all the different powers of Europc ;
was a ftill more urgent motive : for whillt
they were conftantly affeting to believe in
the goodnefs of his heart, they never fhowed
by their condu&, that they had any confi-
dence in his fincerity.—Their opinion of the
affembly was equally unfixed.—One day a
deputy was .extolled as the hero of liberty,
and the next denounced as a traitorous pen-

fioner of defpotifms
Thefe fentiments were dangerous to the
authority of the new government; but they
were fentiments which never would have been
promulged, even had they exifted, had the
aflembly a&ed with integrity and magnani-
mity. Becaufe, though the people do not al-
Y ways
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ways reafon in the moft logical or rhetorical
fiyle, yet they generally perceive in what con-
fifts the defe@s of their legiflators. And in
every free government, when the deputies of
the ftate, convened to form laws, do not act
with precifion and judgment, they will be
fure to lofe their refpectability ; and the con-
fequence will be a diffolution of all autho-
rity.

It appears to amount to a certainty, that
the affembly did not at that time poflefs the
implicit confidence of the people, by their
demanding, that the king fhould be obliged
to refide within the barriers of the capital.—
It was furely as poffible to guard him at Ver-
failles as at Paris ; and if it were neceffary,
that he fhould be kept as a prifoner of ftate,
or hoftage, the government was the proper
authority to determine how, and where :—
and in giving up this neceffary privilege of
authority, they futrendered their power to
the multitude of Paris.

Or rather a minority of the affembly, who
withed to be removed to the capital, by ex-
citing and humouring the people, dire&ted the
majority ; and in the fame manner has the

dignity of the reprefentative body ever fince

been
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been trampled under foot by fclfithnefs, or the
blind zeal of vanity.—It is in rcality from
this epocha, not forgetting fuch a leading cir-
cumftance, that the commencement of the reign
of anarchy may be fairly dated.  For, though
a tolerable degree of order was preferved a
confiderable time after, becaufe a multitude
long accuftomed to fervitude do not immedi-
ately feel their own ftrength ; yet they foon
began to tyrannize over one part of their re-
prefentatives, ftimulated by the other. They,
however, continued to refpe@ the decrees of
the national affembly efpecially as there were
rarely any paffed on which the public opinion
had not been previoufly confulted, dire@ed as
it was by the popular members, who gained
their conftant fuffrage by the ftale trick of
crying out for more freedom. It was the in~
difpenfable duty of the deputies to refpet
the dignity of their body—Inftead of which,
for finifter purpofes, many of them infruced
the people how to tyrannize over the affem-
bly ; thus deferting the main principle of re-
prefentation, the refpe due to the majority,
This firft grand defertion of the principles,
which they affe@ted to adopt in all their pu-
¥ity, led to public mifery; involving thefe

Hh thort-
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fhort-fighted men in the very ruin they had
themfelves produced by their mean intrigues.

The authoritative demand of the parifians
was ftriking fo dire@ly at the freedom of the
affembly, that they muft either have been
confcious of wanting power, or they had nq
conception of dignity of acion, otherwife
they would not have fuffered the requifition
of the people to have been complied with.
Yet they feem to have confidered it, if it be
not paradoxical to affert it, as an advance-
ment of their independence ; or, perhaps, as
giving fecurity to their authority, childifhly
proud of regulating the bufinefs of.the na-
tion, though under the influence of the pari-
fian defpotifm.

It is true, fuch things are the natural con-
fequence of weaknefs, the effes of inexpe-
rience, and the more fatal errours of cowar-
dice. And fuch will always be the effects of
timid, injudicious meafures. Men who have
violated the facred feelings of eternal juftice,
except they are hardened in vice, are
never afterwards able to look honeft men in
the face; and a legiflature, watched by an
intelligent public, a public that claims the
right of thinking for itfelf, will never after

gO
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go beyond it, or pafs one decree which is not
likely to be popular.

To confult the public mind in a perfe@
ftate of civilization, will not only be necef-
fary, but it will be produdive of the happieft
confequences, generating a government ema-
nating from the fenfe of the nation, for which
alone it can legally exift. The progrefs of
reafon being gradual, it is the wifdom of the
legiflature to advance the fimplification of it’s
political fyftem, in a manner beft adapted to
the ftate of improvement of the underftand-
ing of the nation. The fudden change which
had happened in France, from the moft fet-
tering tyranny to an unbridled liberty, made
it fcarcely to be expefted, that any thing
fhould be managed with the wifdom of ex-
perience: it was morally impoffible. But it
is neverthelefs a deplorable refleion, that
fuch evils muft follow every revolution, when
a change of politics equally material is requir-
ed.~—Thus it becomes more peculiarly the
duty of the hiftorian tp record truth; and
comment with freedom.

Every nation, deprived by the progrefs of
ifs ecivilization of firength of charater, in

Hh2 changing
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¢hanging it’s govérnmerit from abfolute def-
potifm to enlightened freedom, will, moft
probably, be plunged into anarchy, and have
to ftruggle with various fpecies of tyranny
before it is able to confolidate it’s liberty ;
and that, perhaps, cannot be done, until the
foanners and amufements of the people are
completely changed.

The refinement of the {enfes, by producing
a fufceptibility of temper, which. from it’s
capricioufnefs leaves no time for refle&tion,
interdi@s the exercife of the judgment. The
lively effufions of mind, chara&eriftically
peculiar to the french, are as violent as the
impreflions are tranfitory : and their benevo-
Jence evaporating in fudden gufts of {ympa-
thy, they become cold in the {ame proportion
as their emotions are quick, and the combina-
tions of their fancy brilliant. People who
are carried away by the enthufialm of the
moment, are moft frequently betrayed by
their imagination, and commit {fome errcur,
the convi&ion of which not only damps théir
heroifm, but relaxes the nerve of common
exettions. Freedom is a folid good, that re-

quires to be treated with reverence and re-
fpe&.—
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fpe®.—But, whillt an effeminate race of
heroes are contending for her fmiles, with all
the blandithments of gallantry, it is to their
more vigorous and natural pofterity, that

fhe will confign herfelf with all the mild
effulgence of artlefs charms.

Hh 3 CHAP,
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CHAPTER I

THE MOB DEMAND THZ KINC’S REMOVAL TO PARI4,
THIS CITY DESCRIBED. THE KING REPAIRS TO THE
CAPITAL, ESCORTED BY A DEPUTATION OF THE
MATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE PARISIAN MILITIA.
THE KING’S TITLE CHANCED. PROCEEDINGS OF
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, REFLECTIONS ON THE
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

AFTER the wild tumult, on the morning
of the 6th of o&ober, abated, the king
fhowed himfelf to the people, in the balcony,
and the queen followed with the dauphin in
her arms. At firft, he vainly attempted to
fpeak ; but La Fayette informed the people,
that his majefty came forward to affure them,
that it thould be the bufinefs of his life to
contribute to the happinefs of his people.
Tbe king at Paris, exclaimed a voice, which
was quickly re-echoed by the crowd. ¢ My
¢ children,’ replied the king, ¢ you with me
¢ to be at Paris, and I will go; but it is on
¢ the condition, that my wife and family ac-
¢ company me.” A loud thout of vive /o rof
teftified the extacy of the moment, The king
made a fign to demand filence ; and then,

with
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with tears in his eyes addreffed them again.
—* Ah! my children, run to the relief of
‘¢ my guards” Immediately two or three ap-
peared in the balcony with the national
cockade in their hats, or the cap of liberty
on their heads. The king threw his arms
round one of them, and the people following
his example embraced thofe whom they had
taken prifoners in the court. One fentiment
of gladnefs feemed to animate the Whole con-
courfe of people; and their fenfibility pro-
duced s mad demonftrations of joy as lately
had been difplayed of ferocity. The foldiery
all mingled together, exchanging fwords,
hats, or fhoulder belts—exhibiting in the moft
firiking manner the prominent features of the
french character.

Meanwhile the aflembly, inftead of in-
ftantly examining into the particulars of that
alarming convulfion, and exerting themfelves
to caufe a proper refpe@ to be paid to the
fovereignty of the law, childifhly gave way
to the univerfal tranfport: inftead of con-
fidering the peremptory with of the people
to remove the king to Paris as a diftruft of
their wifdom, as well as of the veracity of
the court, which was in fome meafure the

Hhg cafe,
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cafe, they unmanimoufly agrced to the motion
of Mirabeau, feconded by Barnave, ¢ that
¢ the king and affembly fhould not be fepa-
¢ rated during the prefent feflions.” Mirabeau,
and other popular members, were probably
glad to have the perfon of the king fecured,
without being obliged to appear, in an often-
fible manner, in the affair; becaufe they al-
ways endeavoured to keep a little hold on
the court, whilft they led the people. Such
are the pitiful fhifts of men, who are not
guided by the compafs of moral principles,
which alone render the chara@ler dignified or
confiftent. Readily then acquiefcing in a
meafure the moft fatal and contemptible, they
decreed, that the affembly was infeparable
from the perfon of the king, and fent a depu-
tation to inform him of this refolve, previous
to his departure.

That Louis, finding all his proje&s for
the prefent dcfeated, and after fuch a narrow
efcape for his life, fhould readily have ac-
ceded to the demand of the multitude, is not
in the leaft extraordinary.—But, that the re-
prefentatives of the nation fhould, without
refiftance or remonfirance, have furrendered
their authority, and thrown themfelves head-

long
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long into thé heart of a city, which could be
fuddenly agitated, and put into the moft
diforderly and dangerous commotion, by the
intrigues or folly of any defperate or fa@ious
leader of the multitude—{uffering themfelves
to be environed by it’s wall, fict in by it’s
barriers—in a word—choofing to live in a
capacious prifon; for men forced, or drawn
into any fuch fituation, are in reality flaves
or prifoners,—almoft furpafles belief. This
abfurd condu&, in fa&, can be accounted for
only by confidering the national chara@er,
and the different though equally interefted
views, of the court and popular parties, in
the affembly.

Independent of the additional incenfe of
praife, with which Mirabeau wifhed to be
continually regaled, in the metropolis, he had
2 decided preference for it, frequently affert-
ing, that it was the only place where fociety
‘was truly defirable ; the people and place, in
fpite of their vices and follies, equally attach-
ing the tafte they cultivated.

Exclaiming againft capitals, the impartial
obferver muft acknowledge, that much has
been done to render this a fuperb monument
af human ingenuity.

The
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The entrance into Paris, by the Thuillerles,
is certainly very magnificent. The roads
have an expanfion that agrees with the idea
of a large luxurious city, and with the beauty
of the buildings in the noble fquare, that firft
attralts the travellers eye. The lofty trees
on each fide of the road, forming charming
alleys, in which the people walk and lounge
with an eafy gaicty peculiar to the nation,
feem calculated equally to fecure their
health and promote their pleafure. The bar-
riers, likewife, are flatcly edifices, that tower
with grandeur, rendering the view, as the
city is approached, truly piGurefque.

But—thefe very barriers, built by Calonne,
who liked to have Paris compared with
Athens, excite the moft melancholy reflec-
tions.—They were firft ere@ted by defpotilm
to fecure the payment of an oppreflive tax,
and fince have fatally affifted to rendet anarchy
more violent by concentration, cutting. off
the. poffibility of innocent vi&ims efcaping
from the fury, or the miftake, of the moment.
—Thus mifcreants have had fufficient influ-
ence to guard thefe barriers, and caging the
obje&s of their fear or vengeance, have flaugh-
tered them; or, violating the purity of jul-

tice,
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tice, have coolly wrefted laws haftily formed
to ferve finifter defigns—changing it’s facred
fword into a dagger, and terming the affaf-
fin’s ftab the ftroke of juftice, becaufe given
with the mock ceremonials of equity, which
only rendered the crime more atrocious.
The tyran:, who, bounding over all reftraint,
braves the eternal law he tramples on, is not
half fo deteftable as the reptile who crawls
under the fhelter of the principles he violates.
Such has been the effect of the enclofure of
Paris: and the refle®ions of wounded huma-
nity difenchanting the fenfes, the elegant
ftruures, which ferved as gates to this great
prifon, no longer appear magnificent por-
ticoes.

Still the eye of tafte refts with pleafure on
its buildings and decorations : proportion and
harmony gratify the fight, whilft airy orna-
ments feem to tofs a fimple, playful elegance
around. The heavens too {mile, diffufing
fragrance: and as the inhabitants trip along
the charmidg boulevard, the genial atmol-
phere feems inftantaneoufly to infpire the
animal {pirits, which give birth to the varied
graces that glide around. Cluftering flowers,
with luxuriant pomp, lend their fiveets, giv-

5 ing
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ing a frefhnefs to the fairy fcene—nature and
art combining with great felicity to charm
the feafes, and touch the heart, alive to the
focial feelings, and to the beautics moft dear
to fancy.

Why ftarts the tear of anguifh to mingle
with recolleGtionsthat {entiment fofters—even
in obedience to reafon ?—For it is wile to be
bappy !~—and nature and virtue will always
open inlets of joy to the heart. But how
quickly vanifhes this profpeét of delights! of
delights fuch as man ought totafte —The caval-
cade of death moves along, fhedding mildew
over all the beauties of the {cene, and blafting
every joy! The elegance of the palaces and
buildings is revolting, when they are viewed
as prifons, and the fprightlinefs of the people
difgufting, when they are haftening to view
the operations of the guillotine, or carelelsly
pafling over the earth ftained with blood.
Exafperated humanity then, with bitternefs of
foul, devotes the city to deftru&ion; whilft
turning from fuch a neft of crimes, it feeks
for confolation only in the convi@ion, that, as
the world is growing wifer, it muft become
happier ; and that, as the cultivation of the

foil meliorates a climate, the improvement of
2 the
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the underftanding will prevent thofe baneful
excefles of paflion which polfon the heart.

A deputation of the national affembly ac-
companied the royal family to Paris, as well
as the parifian militia. A number of the
women preceded them, mounted on the car-
riages which they had taken in their way to
Verfailles, and on the cannons, covered with
national cockades, and dragging in the dirt
thofe that were confidered as fymbols of
ariftocracy. Soon after they fet out, ecither
by chance, or, which is more proballe, pur-
fuant to a plan contrived by fome perfon in
power, forty or fifty loads of wheat and flour
fell into the proceffion, juft before the king,
giving weight to the exclamation of the po-
pulace, that they had brought the baker and
his family to town.

The affembly continued to fit at Verfailles
till the nineteenth ; and feveral interefling de-
bates were entered upon, particularly one
brought forward by the bithop of Autun, re-
fpecing the appropriation of the eftates of
the clergy to fupply the exigences of the go-
vernment, The abolition of lttres de cacket
was confidered, and a freth organization of
the municipalities propofed ; but as none of

thefe
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thefe motions were carried before they were
more fully difcuffed at Paris, it feems beft tq
bring the different arguments on thofe import-
ant fubjects under one point of view.

Settling the articles of the conftitution,
however, which previoufly occupied them,
feveral frivolous difcuffions, refpefing “the
ftyle of expreflion to be adopted to fignify
the king’s acceptance of their decrees, were
lengthened out with warmth, and puerile ob-
je@tions made to ancient forms—that were
merely forms. After fome difputation, the
title of the monarch was changed from king
of France, with the reft of the formule, for
that of king of the French; becaufe Rouffeau
had remarked, perhaps faftidioufly, that the
title ought to exprefs rather the chief of the
people, than the mafter of the foil.

The intended removal of the aflembly to
Paris alfo produced feveral warm debates.
This refolution, indeed, excited, not with-
out reafon, apprehenfions in the breafts of
fome of the deputies, relative to their perfo-
nal fafety, fhould they, in future, venture to
oppofe any of the motions of the popular par-
ty, which that party inftru&ted the mob of Paris
to fupport.

The



( 479 )

The prefident, Mounier, pleading his bad
ftate of health, begged to be difmiffed ; and
Lally-Tolendal, thinking that he could not
ftem the torrent, retired from public bufinefs
atthe fame time, A great'many of the mem-
bers hinting their fears, that the affembly would
not be free at Paris, on various pretexts
demanded fuch a number of paflports, as to
make the prefident exprefs fome apprehenfion
left the affembly thould thus indirectly diffolve
itfelf; whilft other deputies uttered a profu-
fion of indecent farcalins on a condué, which
the behaviour of the populace, and even of
thefe very orators, feemed to juftify. Mi-
rabean, who fo earneftly defired to be at Pa-
ris, ridiculed with pnbecoming bitternefs
every oppofition made to the removal of the
affembly ; yet, liftening to the reprefentation,
that the allowing fo many malecontents to
retire into the provinces might produce dan-
gerous fermentations, he propofed that no
paffport thould be granted, till the deputy who
demanded it had made known his reafon for
fo doing to the affembly, A letter from the
king, notifying his intention of refiding moft
part of his time at Paris, and exprefling his
affurance, that they did not mean to feparate

themfelves
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themfelves from him, now requefted them to
fend c¢ommiflioners to Paris, to fearch for a
proper place, where they might in future hold
their feflions. They accordingly determined
to go thither, conformably to the decree of the
fixth of o&ober, when a convenient fituation
fhould be found.

After this determination, feveral members
gave an account of the grofs infults they had,
received at Paris. One in particular, who
was not obnoxious to the public, narrowly
efcaped with life, only becaufe he was mif-
taken for a deputy againft whom the mob
had vowed vengeance. Another, who had
alfo been infulted, with proper fpirit moved,
that a decree refpe@ing libels fhould inftantly
be paffed. ¢ Are we, he afked, ¢ to be led
¢ to liberty only by licentioufnefs ? No; the
¢ people, deceived and intoxicated, are ren-
¢ dered furious. How many times (he added)
¢ have I ]lamented the impetuofity of this af-
¢ fembly, who have accuftomed the public,
¢ feated in our galleries, to praife, to blame,
¢ to deride our opinions, without underftand-
¢ ing them.—And who has infpired them with
$ this audacity 2’ — He was interrupted by
figns of difapprobation ; and perfonalities now

difgraced
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difgraced the debate, in which Mirabeau
mingled fatirical obfervations and retorts, that
did more credit to his abilities than to his
heart. But, a day or two after, recolle@ing
himfelf, he prefented the plan of a decree to
prevent riots, which he introduced, by fay-
ing, that it was an imitation, though not a
copy, of the Englifh riot a&.

The evening before the departure of the
affembly for Paris, paflports being ftill de-
manded with earneftnefs, adecree was made,
* that paffports fhould be granted only for a
¢ {hort and determinate time, on account of
¢ urgent bufinefs; and that unlimited paflports,
¢ in cafes of ill health, fhould not be granted
¢ before the deputies were replaced by their
¢ fubftitutes 3’ and further, cutting a knot
that might have revived old claims and ani-
mofities, had it been brought forward alone,
they decreed, ¢ that in futute the fubftitutes
¢ thould be nominated by the citizens at large ;
‘ and that, eight days after the firft feffion at
¢ Paris, there fhould be a call of the houfe;
* fufpending till then the confideration of the
¢ propriety of printing and fending to the pro-
¢ vinces the lift of the abfent deputies.’

| §1 The
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The conftraining fo many members to re-
main at their pofts, and condemning a man
to a flate of ignominious fervitude, whilft
they were talking of nothing but liberty, was
as contemptibly little, as the policy was in-
judicious. For if the king pretended to ac-
quiefce in their meafures the better to dif~
guife his real intention, which doubtlefs was
to fly as foon as he could find an opportu-~
nity, or was at liberty, what did they gain?
For as they muft have known, that his
emancipation would be the confequence of
his acceptance of the conflitution, his im-
prifonment could only tend to retard. their
operations : yet they had neither the mag-
nanimity to allow him to depart with an
handfome ftipend, if fuch were his with ; nor
to grant him fuch a portion of power, in the
new conflitution, as would, by rendering
him refpectable in his own eyes, have recon-
ciled him to the deprivation of the reft. But,
as things were fettled, it was morally certain,
that, whenever his friends were ready, a
blow would be dire@ted againft them, which
they were then as well prepared to meet as

they could be at a fubfequent period.
Under
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Under the influence of fixed fyftems, cer-
tain moral effects are as infallible as phyfical.
—That every infidicus attempt would be
made by the courts of Europe, to overturn the
new government of France, was therefore
certain ; and, unlefs they had all been over-
turned at the fame time, was as much to be
expeCted as any effect from a natural cavfe.
The moft likely mean then to have parried
the evil would have been a decided firm-
nefs of condu@, which, flowing from a real
love of juftice, produces true magnanimity ;
and not a parading affeCtation of the virtues
of romans, with the degenerate minds of their
pofterity.

Precifion, wifdom, and courage, never fail
to fecute the admiration and refpe&t of all
defcriptions of people; and every govern-
ment thus direCted will keep in awe it’s licen-
tious neighbours. But fear and timidity be-
tray fymptoms of weaknefs, that, creating
contempt and difrefpect, encourage the at-
tempts of ambitious defpots; fo that the
nobleft caufes are fometimes ruined or vili-
fied by the folly or indifcretion of their direc-
tors. All Europe faw, and all good men
faw with dread, that the french had under-

' Iia taken
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taken to fupport a caufe, which they had
ncither fufficient purity of heart, nor maturity
of judgment, to condu& with moderation
and prudence ; whilft malevolence has been
gratified by the errours they have committed,
attributing that imperfeCtion to the theory
they adopted, which was applicable only to
the folly of their praltice.

However, frenchmen have reafon to re-
joice, and pofterity will be grateful, for what
was done by the aflembly.

The economy of government had been fo
ably treated by thewriters of the prefent age, that
it was impoffible for them, a&ting on the great
fcale of public good, not to lay the founda-
tions of many ufeful plans, as they reformed
many grievous and grinding abufes.—Ac-
cordingly we find, though they had not fuffi-
cient penetration to forefee the dreadful con-
fequences of years of anarchy, the probable
refult of their manner of proceeding, ftill by
following, in fome degree, the inftru&ions
of their conftituents, who had digefted, from
the bright lines of philofophical truths, the
prominent rules of political fcience, they, in
laying the main pillars of the conftitution,
eftablithed beyond a poffibility of oblitera-

tion,



( 485 )

tion, the great principles of liberty and
equality.

It is allowed by all parties, that civilization
15 a blefling, fo far as it gives fecurity to per-
fon and property, and the milder graces of
tafte to fociety and manners. If, therefore,
the polithing of man, and the improvement
of his intelle&t, become neceffary to fecure
thefe advantages, it follows, of courfe, that
the more general fuch improvement grows,
the greater the extenfion of human happi-
nefs.

In a favage ftate man is diftinguifhed only
by fuperiority of genius, prowefs, and elo-
quence. I fay eloquence, forI believe, that
in this ftage of fociety he is moft eloquent,
becaufe moft natural. For it is only in the
progrefs of governments, that hereditary dif-
tin&tions, cruelly abridging rational liberty,
have prevented man from rifing to his juft
point of elevation, by the exercife of his im-
proveable faculties.,

That there is a fuperiority of natural ge-
nius among men does not admit of difpute ;
and that in countries the moft free there will
always be diftin&ions proceeding from fupe-
tiority of judgment, and the power of ac-

Iig quixing
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quiring more delicacy of tafte, which may be
the effe® of the peculiar organization, or
whatever caufe produces it, is an incontefti-
ble truth. But it is a palpable errour to fup-
pofe, that men of every clafs are not equally

fufceptible of common improvement : if there-

fore it be the contrivance of any government,

to preclude from a chance of improvement
the greater part of the citizens of the ftate, it
can be confidered in no other light than as a
monftrous tyranny, a barbarous oppreflion,
equally injurious to the two parties, though
in different ways. For all the advantages of
civilization cannot be felt, unlefs it pervades
the whole mafs, humanizing every defcrip-
tion of men—and then it is the firft of blef
fings, the true perfe&tion of man.

The melioration of the old government of
France arofe entirely from a degree of urba-
nity acquired by the higher clafs, which in-
fenfibly produced, by akind of natural cour-
tey, a fmall portion of civil liberty. But, as
for political liberty, there was not the thadow
of it; or could it ever have been generated
under fuch a fyftem: becaufe, whilt men
were prevented not only from arriving at

public offices, or voting for the nomination
of
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of others to fill them, but even from attain-
ing any diftin& idea of what was meant by
liberty in a pradtical fenfe, the great bulk of
the people were worfe than favages; retain-
ing much of the ignorance of barbarians, after
having poifoned the noble qualities of nature
by imbibing fome of the habits of degenerate
refinement. To the national aflembly it is,
that France is indebted for having prepared
a fimple code of inftruction, containing all
the truths neceflary to give a comprehenfive
perception of political fcience; which will
enable the ignorant to climb -the mount of
knowledge, whence they may view the ruins
of the ingenious fabric of defpotifm, that had
fo long difgraced the dignity of man by it’s
odious and debafing claims.

The declaration of rights contains an ag-
gregate of principles the moft beneficial ; yet
fo fimple, that the moft ordinary capacity
cannot fail to comprehend their import. It
begins by afferting, that the rights of men are
equal, and that no diftin&ions can exift in a
wholefome government, but what are founded
on public utility. Then fhowing, that poli-
tical affociations are intended only for the
prefervation of the natural and imprefcriptible

114 rights
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rights of man, which are his liberty, fecurity
of property, and refiftance againft oppreffion;
and afferting alfo, that the nation is the fource
of all fovereignty ; it delineates, in a plain
and perfpicuous manner, in what thefe rights,
and this fovereignty, confift. In this delinea-
tion men may learn,; that, in the exercife of
their natural rights, they have the power of
doing whatever does not injure another; and
that this power has no limits, which are not
determined by law—the laws being at the
{fame time an expreffion of the will of the
community, becaufe all the citizens of the
flate, either perfonally, or by their reprefen-
tatives, have a right to concur in the forma-
tion.

Thus, having taught the citizens the funs
damental principles of a legitimate govern-
ment, it proceeds to fhow how the opinion
of each may be afcertained ; which he has 3
right to give perfonally, or by his reprefenta-
tives, to determine the neceffity of public conw
eributions, their appropriation, mode of af+
feflment, and duration.

The fimplicity of thefe principles, pro-
mulged by the men of genius of the laft and
prefent ages, and their juftnefs, acknowledged

by
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by every defcription of unprejudiced men,
had not been recognifed by any fenate or
government in Europe ; and it was an honour
worthy to be referved for the reprefentatives
of twenty-five millions of men, rifing to the
fenfe and feeling of rational beings, to be the
firlt to dare to ratify fuch facred and bene-
ficial truths—truths, the exiftence of which
had been eternal ; and which required only
to be made known, to be generally acknow-
ledged—truths, which have been foftered by
the genius of philofophy, whilft hereditary
wealth and the bayonet of defpotifm have
continually been oppofed to their eftablifh-
ment.

The publicity of a government a&ting con-
formably to the principles of reafon, in con-
tradiftin@ion to the maxims of oppreflion,
affords the people an opportunity, or at leaft
a chance, of judging of the wifdom and
moderation of their minifters; and the eye
of difcernment, when permitted to make
known it’s obfervations, will always prove a
check on the profligacy or dangerous ambi-
tion of afpiring men.—~So that in contem-
plating the extenfion of reprefentative fyftems
of polity, we have folid ground on which to

reft
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reft the expeflation—that wars and their
calamitous effe@s will become lefs frequent,
in proportion as the people, who are obliged
to fupport them with their fweat and blood,
are confulted refpeing their neceflity and
confequences.

Such . confultations can take place under
reprefentative fyftems of government only—
under fyftems which demand the refponfibility
of their minifters, and fecure the publicity of
their political condu@. The myferies of
courts, and the intrigues of their parafites,
have continually deluged Europe with the
blood of it’s moft worthy and heroic citizens,
and there is no fpecific cure for fuch evils,
but by enabling the people to form an opi-
nion refpe&ting the {ubje& of difpute.

The court of Verfailles, with powers the
moft ample, was the moft bufy and infidious
of any in Europe; and the horrours which
fhe has occafioned, at different periods, were
as incalculable, as her ambition was unbound-
ed, and her councils bafe, unprincipled, and
dithonourable. 1If, then, it were only for
abolifhing her fway, Europe ought to be
thankful for a change, that, by altering the
political fyftems of the moft improved quarter
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of the globe, muft ultimately lead to univer-
fal freedom, virtue, and happinefs,

But it is to be prefumed, when the effer-
vefcence, which now agitates the prejudices
of the whole contizent, fubfides, the juftnefs of
the principles brought forward in the declara-
tion of the rights of men and citizens will
be generally granted ; and that governments,
in future, acquiring reafon and dignity, feel-
ing for the fufferings of the people, whilit
reprobating the facrilege of tyranny, will
make it their principal obje&, to counteralt
it’s baneful tendency, by reftraining within
juft hounds the ambition of individuals,
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CHAPTER 1IV.

PROGRESS OF REFORM. THE ENCYCLOPEDIE. LIBERTY
OF THE PRESS. CAPITALS. THE FRENCH NOT PRO-
PERLY QUALIFIED FOR THE REVOLUTION. SAVAGE
COMPARED WITH CIVILIZED MAN. EFFRCTS OF EX-
TRAVAGANCE~~OF COMMERCE=—~AND OF MANUTFAC-
TURES. EXCUSE FOR THE FEROCITY OF THE PARI-
SIANS.

PEOPLE thinking for themfelves have
more energy in their voice, than any govern-
ment, which it is poflible for human wifdom
to invent ; and every government not aware
of this facred truth will, at fome period, be
fuddenly overturned. Whilft men in a favage
ftate preferve their independence, they adopt
no regular {fyftem of policy, nor ever attempt
to digeft their rude code of laws into a cons
ftitution, to enfure political liberty. Confe-
quently we find in every country, after it’s
civilization has arrived at a certain height,
that the people, the moment they are dif-
pleafed with their rulers, begin to clamour
againft them; and, finally reje@ing all autho-
rity but their own will, in breaking the
fhackles of folly or tyranny, they glut their
refentment by the mifchievous deftru@ion of

the
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the works of ages, only confidering them 48
the moments of their fervitude.

From the focial difpofition of man, in pro-
portion as he becomes civilized, he will
mingle more and more with fociety. The
firft intereft he takes in the bufinefs of his
fellow-men is in that of his neighbour ; next
he contemplates the comfort, mifery, and hap-
pinefs of the nation to which he belongs, in-
veftigates the degree of wifdom and juftice in
the political fyftem, under which he lives,
and, ftriding into the regions of fcience, his
refearches embrace all human kind. Thus
ke is enabled to eftimate the portion of evil
or good which the government of his coun-
try produces, compared with that of others ;
and the comparifon, granting him fuperiour
powers of mind, leads him to conceive a
model of a more perfe&t form.

This fpirit of inquiry firft manifefts itfelf
in hamlets ; when his views of improvement
are confined to local advantages: but the ap-
proximation of different diftri&s leading to
further intercourfe, roads of communication
are opened, until a central or favourite fpot
becomes the vortex of men and things. Then

the rifing fpires, pompous domes, and ma-
jeftic



( 494 )

jeftic monuments, point out the cipital ; the
focus of information, the refervoir of genius;
the fchool of arts, the feat of voluptuous
gratification, 4and the hot-bed of vice and
immorality.

The centrifugal rays of knowledge and
fcience now ftealing through the empire, the
whole intellectual faculties of man partake of
their influence, and one general fentiment go-
verns the civil and political body. 1In the
progrefs of thefe improvements the flate un-
dergoing a variety of changes, the happinefs
or mifery produced occafions a diverfity of
opinions ; and to prevent confufion, abfolute
governments have been tolerated by the moft
enlightened part of the people. But, proba-
bly, this toleration was merely the effect of
the ftrong focial feelings of men; who pre-
ferred tranquillity, and the profperity of their
country, to a refiftance, which, judging from
the ignorarice of their fellow citizens, they
believed would bring more harm than good in
it’s train. In fhort, however long a combi-
nation of tyranny has retarded the progrefs,
it has been one of the advantages of the large
cities of Europe, to light up the fparks of rea-
fon, and to extend the principles of tryth.

1 Such
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Such is the good and evil flowing from the
capitals of ftates, that during the infancy of
governments, though they tend to corrupt and
enervate the mind, they accelerate the intro-
duion of fcience, and give the tone to the
national fentiments and tafte.

But this influence is extremely gradualj;
and it requires a great length of time, for the
remote corners of the empire to experience
cither the one, or the other of thefe effets.
Hence we have feen the inhabitants of a me=
tropolis feeble and vitiated, and thofe of the
provinces robuft and virtuous. Hence we
have feen oppofitions in a city (riots as they
are called) to illegal governments inflantly
defeated, and their leaders hanged or tor-
tured ; becaufe the judgment of the ftate was
not fufficiently matured to fupport the firug-
gle of the unhappy viftims in a righteous
caufe. And hence it has happened, that the
defpots of the world have found it neceflary
to maintain large ftanding armies, in order to
countera& the effects of. truth and reafon.

The continuation of the feudal fyftem,
however, for a great length of time, by giving
an overgrown influence to the nobility of
France, had contributed, in no fmall degree,

to
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to countera& the defpotifm of her kings. ‘Thus
it was not until after the arbitrary adminiftra«
tion of Richelieu, who had terrified the whole
order by a tyranny peculiar to himfelf; that
the infidious Mazarine broke the independent
fpirit of the nation by introducing the fale of
honours ; and that Louis XIV, by the mag-
nificence of his follies, and the meretricious
decorations of ftars, croffes, and other marks of
diftin&ion, or badges of flavery, drew the nobles
from their caftles ; and, by concentrating the
pleafures and wealth of the kingdom in Paris,
the luxury of the court became commenfurate
to the produ&t of the nation. Befides, the
encouragement given to enervating pleafures,
and the venality of titles, purchafed either
with money, or ignoble fervices, foon ren-
dered the nobility as notorious for effeminacy
as they had been illuftrious for heroifm in the
days of the gallant Henry.

The arts had already formed a fchool, and
men of f{cience and literature were hurrying
from every part of the kingdom to the me-
txopolis, in fearch of employment and of ho-
nour ; and whilft it was giving it’s tone to
the empire, the parifian tafte was pervading

Europe.

5 The
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The vanity of leading the fathions, in the
higher orders of fociety, is not the fmalleft
weaknefs produced by the fluggithnefs into
which people of quality naturally fall. The
depravity of manners, and the famenefs of
pleafure, which compofe a life of idlenefs, are
fure to produce an infupportable eznui 3 and,
in proportion to the ftupidity of the man, or
as his fenfibility becomes deadened, he has
recourfe to variety, finding a zeft only from
® new creation of charms; and commonly
the moft unnatural are neceflary to roufe fick-
ly, faftidious fenfes. Still inthe fame degree
as the refinement of fentiment, and the im-
provément of tafte advance, the company of
celebrated literary charaGers is fought after
with avidity ; and from the prevalence of
fathion, the empire of wit fucceeds the reign
of formal infipidity, after the {queamifh pa-
late has been rendered delicatc even by the
naufeous banquets of voluptuoufnefs.

This is the natural confequence of the
improvement of manners, the harbinger of
reafon ; and from the ratio of it’s advance-
ment throughout fociety, we are enabled to
eftimate the progrefs of political fcience. For
no fooner had the difquifition of philofophical

Kk fubje&s
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fubjects become general in the fele&t parties
of amufement, extending by degrees to every
elafs of fociety, than the rigour of the ancient
government of France began to foften ; till
it’s mildnefs became fo confiderable, that fu-
perficial obfervers have attributed the exercife
of Ienity in the adminiftratior to the wifdom
and excellence of the fyftem itfelf.

A confederacy of philofophers, whofe opi~
pions furnifhed the food of colloquial enter-
tainment, gave a turn for inftru@tive and ufe-
ful reading to the leaders of circles, and drew

. the attention of the nation te the- principles of

political and civil government. Whillt by
the compilation of the Encyclopedia, the re-
pofitory of their thoughts, as an abftra&t
work, they eluded the dangérous vigilanee of
abfolute minifters; thus in a body diffemi-
rating thofe truths in the economy of finance,
which, perhaps, they woulé act have had
fufficient courage feparately to have predaced
in individual publications; or, if they had,
they would moft probably have been fup-~
prefied.

This is one of the few inftances of an
affociation of men becoming ufeful, inftead

of being cramped by joint exertions, And
ths
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the caufe is clear :—the work did not require
a little party fpirit ; but each had a diftin&
fubje& of inveftigation to purfue with folitary
energy. His deftination was traced upon a
calm fea, which could not expofe him to the
Scylla or Charybdis of vanity or intereft.

The economifts, carrying away the palm
from their opponents, thowed that the prof-
perity of a ftat¢ depends on the freedom of
induftry ; that talents fhould be permitted to
find their level ; that the unfhackling of com-
merce is the only fecret to render it flourith-
ing, and anfwér more effectually the ends for
which it is politically neceffary ; and that the
impofts thould be laid upon the furplus re-
maining, after the hufbandman has been re-
imburfed for his labour and expences.

Ideas fo new, and yet fo juft and fimple,
could not fail to produce a great effe@ on
the minds of frenchmen ; who, conftitution-
ally attached to novelty and ingenious fpecu-
lations, wete Ture to be enamoured with a
profpet of confolidating the great advan-
tages of fuch a novel and enlightened fyftem ;
and without calculating the danger of attack-
ing.old prejudices ; nay, without ever con-
{idering, that it was 2 much eafier tafk to
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pull down than to build up, they gave them-
felves litle trouble to examine the gradual
fteps by which other countries have attained
their degree of political improvement.

The many vexatious taxes, which under
the french government not only enervated the
exertions of unprivileged perfons, ftagnating
the live ftrcam of trade, but were extremely
teafing inconvcniences to every private man,
who could not travel from onc place to an-
other without being ftopped at barriers, and
fearched by officers of different defcriptions,
were almoft infuperable impediments in the
way of the improvements of induftry: and
the abridgment of liberty was not more griev-
ous in it's pecuniary confequences, than in
the perfonal mortification of being compelled
to obferve regulations as troublefome as they
were at variance with found policy.

Irritations of the temper produce more
poignant fenfations of difguft than ferious in-
jurics, Frenchmen, indeed, had been fo long
accuftomed to thefe vexatious forms, that,
like the ox who is daily yoked, they were no
longer galled in fpirit, or exhaled their angry
cbullitions in a fong, Still it might have
been fuppofed, that after refle&ing little, and

talking
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talking much, about the fublimity and fupe-
riour excellence of the plans of french writers
above thofe of other nations, they would be-
come as paffionate for liberty, as a man re-
ftrained by fome idle religious vow is to pof-
{els a miftrefs, to whofe charms the imagina-

tion has lent all it’s own world of graces.
Befides, the very manner of living in
France gives a lively turn to the character of
the people ; for by the deftru@ion of the ani-
mal juices, in drefling their food, they are
fubjedt to none of that dulnefs, the effe& of
more nutritive diet in other countries ; and
this gaiety is increafed by the moderate quan-
tity of weak wine, which they drink at their
meals, bidding defiance ta phlegm. ‘The
people alfo living entirely in villages and
towns are more focial; fo that the tone of
the capital, the inftant it had a note diftin&
from that of the court, became the key of the
nation ; though the inhabitants of the pro-
vinges polifhed their manners with lefs danger
to their morals, or natural fimplicity of cha-
racter, But this mode of peopling the coun-
try tended more to civilize the inhabitants,
than to change the face of the foil, or lead
to agricultural improvements. For it is by
Kkj refiding
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refiding in the midft of their land, that far-
mers make the moft of it, in every fenfe of
the word—{o that the rude ftate of hufban.
dry, and the awkwardnefs of the implements
ufed by thefe ingenious people, may be im-
puted folely to this caufe,

The fituation of France was likewife very
favourable for colle@ting the information, ac-
quired in other parts of the world. Paris,
having been made a thoroughfare to all the
kingdoms on the continent, received in it’s
bofom ftrangers from every quarter ; and itfelf
refembling a full hive, the very drones buzzed
into every corner all the {fentiments of liberty,
which it is poffible for a people to poffefs,
who have never heen enlightened by the
broad funfhine of freedom; yet more ro-
mantically enthufiaftic, probably, for that very
reafon.  Parig, therefore, having not only
diffeminated information, but prefented her-
felf as a bulwark to oppole the defpotifm of
the court, ftanding the brunt of the fray,
{eems with fome reafon, to pride herfelf on
being the author of the revolution,

Though the liberty of the prefs had not
exilted in any part of the world, England and
America excepted, ftill the difquifition of po-

5 litical
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fitical queftions had long occupied the intel-
ligent parts of Europe; and in France, more
than in any other country, books written with
licentious freedom were handed from houfe to
houfe, with the circumfpection that irritates
curiofity. Not to lay great firefs on the uni-
verfality -of the language, which made one
general opinion on the benefits arifing from
the advancement of {cience and reafon per-
vade the neighbouring ftates, particularly Ger-
many ; where original compofitions began to
takeplace of thatlaborious ‘erudition, which be-
ing employed.only in the elucidation of ancient
writers, the judgment lies dormant, wor is
eerely called into attion to weigh the Import
of wards rather than to eftimate the wvalue of
things. In Paris, likewife, 2 knot of inge-
nious, if not profound writers, twinkled their
fight into every circle; for being careffed by
the great, they did not inhabit the homely
recefles of indigence, rufticating their man-
ners a5 they cultivated their underftandings ;
on the contrary, the finefle required to con-
vey their free fentiments in their books, broken
into the fmall fhot of innuendoes, gave an
cilinefs to their converfation, and enabled
them to take the lead at tables, the voluptu-

Kkg oufnefs
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oufnefs of which was grateful to philofophers,
rather of the epicurean than the ftoic fect.

It had long been the fathion to talk of li-
berty, and to difpute on hypotlietical and lo-
gical points of political economy; and thefe
difputations diffeminated gleams of truth, and
generated more demagogues than had ever
appeared in any modern city.~—The number
exceeded, perhaps, any comparifon with thag
of Athens itfelf.

The habit alfo of paffing a part of moft
of their evenings at fome theatre gave them
an ear for harmony of language, and a fafti.
dious tafte for theer declamation, in which
a fentimental jargon extinguifhes all the fim.
plicity and fire of paffion : the great number
of play-houfes®, and the moderate prices of
the pit and different ranges of boxes, bring-
ing it within the compafs of every citizen to
frequent the amufement fo much beloved by
the french. )

The arrangement of founds, and the ad.
juftment of mafculine and feminine rhymes,
being the fecrets of their poetry, the pomp of

® There are upwards of thirty fcattered throughout the
city.

2 dition
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di@ion gives a femblance of grandeur to com-
mon obfervations and hackneyed fentiments ;
becaufe the french language, though copious
in the phrafes that give each fhade of fenti-
ment, has not, like the italian, the englifh,
the german, a phrafeology psculiar to po-
etry ; yet it’s happy turns, equivocal, nay
even concife expreflions, and numerous epi-
thets, which, when ingenioufly applied, con-
vey a fentence, or afford matter for half 2
dozen, make it better adapted to oratorical
flourithes than that of any other nation. The
french therefore are all rhetoricians, and they
have a fingular fund of fuperficial knowledge,
caught in the tumult of pleafure from the
fhallow fiream of converfation; fo that if
they have nat the depth of thought which is
abtained only by contemplation, they haye
all the fhrewdnefs of fharpened wit ; and their
acquirements are fo near their tongue’s end,
that they never mifs an opportunity of faying
a pertinent thing, or tripping up, by a {mart
retort, the arguments with which they have
not firength fairly to wreftle.

Every political good carried to the cxtreme
muft be producive of evil; yet every poifon
bas it’s antidote; and there is a pitch of

luxury
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luxury and refinement, which, when reached,
will overturn all the abfolute governments in
the world. The afcertainment of thefe anti-
dotes is a tafk the moft difficult ; and whilft it
remains imperfe&, a number of men will
continue to be the vitims of miftaken appli-
cations. Like the empirics, who bled a pa-
tient to death to prevent a mortification from
becoming fatal, the tyrants of the earth have
had recourfe to cutting off the heads, or tore
turing the bodies, of thofe perfons who have
attempted to check their fway, or doubt their
omnipotence. But, though thoufands have
perifhed the vi&tims of empirics, and of def-
pots, yet the improvements made both in me-
dicine and moral philofophy have kept a fure,
though gradual pace.~—~And, if men have
not clearly difcovered a fpecific remedy for
every evil, phyfical, moral, and political, it is
to be prefumed, that the accumulation of ex-
perimental fa&ts will greatly tend to leffen
them in future.

Whilft, therefore, the fumptuous galas of
the court of France were the grand fource of
the refinement of the arts, tafte became the
antidote to ennui ; and when fentiment had
taken place of chivalrous and gothic tourna-

ments,
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ments, the reign of philofophy ficceeded
that of the imagination. And though the
government, enveloped in precedents, adjufted
ftill the idle ceremonials, which were no
fonger impofing, blind to the impcrceptible
change of things and opinions, as if their
faculties were bound by an eternal froft, the
progrefs was invariable ; till, reaching a cer-
tain point, Paris, which from the particular
formation of the empire had been fuch an
ufeful head to it, began to be the caufe of
dreadful calamities, extending from indivi-
duals to the nation, and from the nation to
Europe, Thus it is, that we are led to blame
thole, who infift, that, Becaufe a flate of
things has been produ&ive of good, it is al-
ways refpetable; when, on the contrary,
the endeavouring to keep alive any hoary
eftablithment, beyond it’s natural date, is often
pernicious and always ufelefs.

In the infancy of governments, or rather
of civilization, courts feem to be neceflary to
accelerate the improvement of arts and man-
ners, to lead to that of fcience and morals,
Large capitals are the obvious confequences
of the riches and luxury of courts ; but as,
after they have atrived at a certain magni-

tude
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gude and degree of refinement, they become
dangerous to the freedom of the people, and
incompatible with the fafety of a republican
government, it may be queftioned whether
Paris will not occafion morg difturbance in
fettling the new order of things, than is
equivalent to the good fhe produced by ac-
celerating the epocha of the revolution,

However, it appcars very certain, that
fhould a republican government be confoli-
dated, Paris muft rapidly crumble into de-
cay. It's rife and fplendour were owing
chiefly, if not entirely, to the old f{yftem of
government ; and fince the foundation of it’s
Juxury has been fhaken, and it is not likely
that the difparting ftructure will ever again
reft fecurely on it’s bafis, we may fairly in-
fer, that, in proportion as ‘the charms of
 folitary refleftion and agricultural recreations
are felt, the people, by leaving the villages
and cities, will give a .new complexion to the
face of the country—and we ‘may then look
for a turn of mind more folid, principles more
fixed, and a condu@ more confiftent and
virtyous.

The occupations and habits of life have a

wonderful influence on the forming mind;
fa
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fo great, that the fuperindu@tions of art ftop
the growth of the fpontancous fhoots of na-
ture, till it is difficult to diftinguifh natural
from fa&itious morals and feelings; and as
the energy of thinking will always proceed, in
a great meafure, either from our education
or manner of living, the frivolity of the
french chara&er may be accounted for, with-
out taking refuge in the old hiding place of
ignorance—occult caufes.

When it is the obje@ of education to pre-
pare the pupil to pleafe every body, and of
courfe to deceive, accomplithments are the
one thing needful ; and the defire to be ad-
mired ever being uppermoft, the paflions are
fubjugated, or all drawn into the whirlpool
of egotifm*, This gives to each perfon,
however different the temper, a tinGure of
vanity, and that weak vacillation of opinion,
which is incompatible with what we term
charaéter.

Thus a frenchman, like moft women, may
be faid to have no chara@er diftinguifhable
from that of the nation ; unlefs little thades,

® I ufe this word according to the french acceptation,

becaufe we have not one to exprefs fo forcibly the fame fig-
mification.

and
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and cafual lights, be allowed to conflitute an
effential chara@erifticc. What then could
have been expected, when their ambition
was moftly confined to dancing gracefully,
entering a room with eafy affurance, and
fmiling on and complimenting the very per-
fons whom they meant to fidicule at the
pext fathionable aflembly? The learning to
fence with fkill, it is true, was ufeful to a
people, whofe falfe notions of honour re-
quired that at leaft a drop of blood fhould
atone for the fhadow of an affront. The
knack alfo of uttering fprightly repartees be-
came a neceffary art, to fupply the place of
that real intereft only to be nourithed in the
affe@ionate intercourfe of domeflic intimacy;
where confidence enlarges the heart it opens.
Befides, the defire of eating of every difh at
table, no matter if there were fifty, and the
cuftom of feparating immediately after the
repaft, deftroy the focial affections, remind-
ing a ftranger of the vulgar faying—* every
man for himfelf, and God for us all.” After
thefe curfory obfervations, it is not going too
far to advance, that the french were in fome
refpets the moft unqualified of dny people

in
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11 Europe to undertake the important work
in which they are embarked.

Whilft pleafure was the fole obje& of liv-
ing among the higher orders of fociety, it
was the bufinefs of the lower to give life to
their joys, and convenience to their luxury.
This caft-like divifion, by deftroying all
flrength of charader in the former, and de-
bafing the latter to machines, taught french-
men to be more ingenious in their con-
trivances for pleafure and fhow, than the
men of any other country ; whilft, with re-
fpe& to the abridgment of labour in the
mecharric arts, or to promote the comfort of
common life, they were far behind. They
had never, infa@, acquired an idea of that
independent, comfortable fituation, in which
contentment is fought rather than happinefs ;
becaufe the flaves of pleafure or power can
be roufed only by lively emotions and extra-
vagant hopes. Indeed they have no word in
their vocabulary to exprefs comfort—that ftate
of exiftence, in which reafon renders ferene
and ufeful the days, which paffion would
only cheat with flying dreams of happi-
pefs,

A chapge
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A change of chara&er cannot be fo fudden
as fome fanguine calculators expect : yet by
the deftrucion of the rights of primogeniture,
a greater degree of equality of property is
fare to follow ; and as Paris cannot maintain
It’s fplendour, but by the trade of luxury,
which can neer be carried to the fame height
it was formerly, the opulent having ftrong
motives to induce them to live more in the
country, they muft acquire new inclinations
and opinions.—As a change alfo of the fyf.
tem of education and domeftic manners will
be a natural confequence of the revolution,
the french will infenfibly rife to a dignity of
character far above that of the prefent race ;
and then the fruit of their liberty, ripening
gradually, will have a relith not to be expected
during it’s crude and forced flate.

The late arrangement of things feems to
have been the common effe@ of an abfolute
government, a domineering priefthood, and
a great inequality of fortune ; and whilft it
completely deftroyed the moft important end
of fociety, the comfort and independence
of the people, it generated the moft {fhameful
depravity and weaknefs of intelle¢t; fo that
we haye feen the french engaged in a bufinefs

the
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the moft facred to mankind, giving, by their
enthufiafm, fplendid examples of their for-
titude at one moment, and at another, by
their want of firmnefs and defictency of judg-
ment, affording the moft glaring and fatal
proofs of the juft eftimate, which all nations
have formed of their charater.

Men fo thoroughly fophifticated, it was to
be fuppofed, would never conduét any bufi-
nefs with fteadinefs and moderation: but it
required a knowledge of the nation and their
manners, to form a diftin& idea of their dif-
gufting conceit and wretched egotifm ; fo far
furpaffing all the calculations of reafon, that,
perhaps, fhould not a faithful piGure be now
fketched, pofterity would be at lofs to account
for their folly; and attribute te madnefs, what
arofe from imbecility.

The natural feelings of man feldom become
fo contaminated and debafed as not fometimes
to let elcape a gleam of the generous fire, an
ethereal fpark of the foul; and it is thefe
glowing emotions, in the inmoft receffes of
the heart, which have continued to feed feel-
ings, that on fudden occafions manifeft them-
{elves with all their priftine purity and vigour.
But, by the habitual flothfulnefs of rufty in-

L1 tellects,
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telle@s, or the depravity of the heart, lulled
into hardnefs on the lafcivious couch of plea-
fure, thofe heavenly beams are obfcured, and
man appears either an hideous monfter, a
devouring beaft ; or a fpiritlefs reptile, with-
out dignity or humanity.

Thofe miferable wretches whe crawl under
the feet of others are feldom to he found
among favages, where men accuftomed to
exercife and temperance are, in general,
brave, hofpitable, and magnanimous ; and it
is only as they furrender their rights, that
they lofe thofe noble qualities of the heart.
The ferocity of the favage is of a diffin& na-
ture from that of the degenerate flaves of
tyrants. One murders from miftaken notions
of courage; yet he refpe@s his enemy in
proportion to his fortitude, and contempt of
death : the other aflaflinates without remorfe,
whilft his trembling nerves betray the weak-
nefs of his affrighted foul at every appearanice
of danger. Among the former, men are re-
JpeCted according to their abilities; confes
quently idle drones are driven out of this fo-
ciety ; but among the latter, men are raifed to
honours and employments in proportion as a

talent for intrigue, the fure proof of littlenefs
of
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of mind, has rendered them fervile. ‘The
moft melancholy refleQtions are produced by
a retrofpe@ive glance over the rife and pro-
grefs of the governments of different coun-
tries, when we are compelled to remark, that
flagrant follies and atrocious crimes have
been more common under the governments of
modern Eump\e, than in any of the ancient
nations, if we éxcept the jews. Sanguinary
tortures, infidious poifonings, and dark affaf~
finations, have alternately exhibited a race
of monfters in human fthape, the contempla-~
tion of whofe ferocity chills the blood, and
darkens every enlivening expe@ation of hu-
manity : but we ought to obferve, to reani-
mate the hopes of benevolence, that the per-
petration of thefe horid deeds has arifen from
a defpotifm in the government, which reafon
is teaching us to remedy. Sometimes, it is
true, reftrained by an iron police, the peo-
ple appear peaceable, when they are only
ftunned ; fo that we find, whenever the mob
has broken loofe, the fury of the populace
has been thocking and calamitous. Thefe con-
fiderations account for the contradiions in
the french charaer, which muft ftrike a
firanger: for robberies are very rare in

Llz2 France,
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France, where daily frauds and fly pilfering
prove, that the lower clafs have as little
honefty as fincerity. Befides, murder and
cruelty almoft always fhow the daftardly
ferocity of fear in France ; whilft in England,
where the fpirit of liberty has prevailed, it
is ufual for an highwayman, demanding your
money, not only to avoid barbarity, but to
behave with humanity, and even com-
plaifance,

Degeneracy of morals, with polifhed man-
ners, produces the worft of paflions, which
floating through the focial body, the genial
current of natural feelings has been poifoned;
and; committing crimes with trembling in-
quietude, the culprits have not only drawn
on themfelves the vengeance of the law, but
thrown an odium on their nature, that has
blackened the face of humanity. And whilft
it’s temple has been facrilegioufly profaned
by the drops of blood, which have iffued
from the very hearts of the fad vi&ims of
their folly ; a hardnefs of temper, under the
veil of fentiment, calling it vice, has pre-
vented our fympathy from leading us to exa-
mine into the fources of the atrocity of our

fpecies,
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fpecies, and obfcured the true caufe of difgracca
ful and vicious habits,

Since the exiftence of courts, whofe ag-
grandifement has been confpicuous in the
fame degree as the miferies of the debafed
people have accumulated, the convenicnce
and comfort of men have been facrificed to
the oftentatious difplay of pomp and ridicu-
lous pageantry. For every order of men,
from the beggar to the king, has tended to
introduce that extravagance into fociety,
which equally blafts domeftic virtue and hap-
pinefs. The prevailing cuftom of living
beyond their income has had the moft bane-
ful effe& on the independence of individuals of
every clafs in England, as well as in France ;
fo that whilft they have lived in habits of
idlenefs, they have been drawn into excefles,
which, proving ruinous, produced confe-
quences equally pernicious to the community,
and degrading to the private charatter. FEx-
travagance forces the peer to proftitute his
talents and influence fora place, to repair his
broken fortune ; and the country gentleman
becomes venal in the fenate, to enable himfelf
to live on a par with him, or reimburfe him-
felf for the expences of ele@ioneering, into

which
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which he was led by fheer vanity. The pro-
feflions, on the fame account, become equally
unprincipled. The one, whofe chara@eriftic
ought to be integrity, defcends to chicanery;
whilft another trifles with the health, of
which it knows all the impottance. The
merchant likewife enters into fpeculations
fo clofely bordering on fraudulency, that
common ftraight forward minds can fcarcely
diftinguith the devious art of felling any thing
for a price far beyond that neceffary to enfure
a juft profit, from fheer dithonefty, aggra-
vated by hard-heartednefs, when it is to take
advantage of the neceffities of the indigent:
The deftru@tive influence of commerce, it
is true, carried on by men who are eager by
overgrown riches to partake of the refpe@
paid to nobility, is felt in a variety of ways.
The moft pernicious, perhaps, is it’s pro-
ducing an ariftocracy of wealth, which de-
grades mankind, by, making them ouly ex-
change favagenefs for tame fervility, inftead
of acquiring the urbanity of improved reafon.
Commerce alfo, overftocking a country with
people, obliges the majority to become manu-
faGturers rather than hufbandmen ; and then

the divifion of labour, folely to enrich the
pro-
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proprietor, renders the mind entirely inac-
tive. The time which, a celebrated writer
fays, is fauntered away, in going from one
part of an employment to another, is the
very time that preferves the man from dege-
nerating into a brute; for every one muft
have obferved how much more intelligent are
the blackfmiths, carpenters, and mafons in the
country, than the journeymen in great towns ;
and, refpeCting morals, there is no making a
comparifon. The very gait of the man, who
is his own mafter, is fo much more fteady
than the flouching ftep of the fervant of a
fervant, that it is unneceflary to afk which
proves by his attions he has the moft inde-
pendence of charalter,

The acquiring of a fortune is likewife the
lealt ardyous road to pre-eminence, and the
moft fure; thus are whole knots of men
turned into machines, to enable a keen fpecu-
lator to become wealthy ; and every noble
principle of nature is eradicated by making a
man pafs his life in ftretching wire, pointing
a pin, heading a nail, or {preading a theet of
paper on a plain furface, Befides, it is al-
lowed, that all affociations of men render
them fenfual, and confequently felfith ; and

, whilft
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whilft lazy friars are driven out of their cells
as ftagnate bodies that corrupt fociety, it may
admit of a doubt whether large work-fhops do
not contain men equally, tending to impede
that gradual progrefs of improvement, which
leads to the perfection of reafon, and the efta-
blithment of rational equality.

The deprivation of natiral, equal, civil
and political rights, reduced the moft cunning
of the lower orders to practife fraud, and the
reft to habits of {tealing, audacious robberies,
and murders. And why? becaufe the rich
and poor were feparated into bands of tyrants
and flaves, and the retaliation of {laves is al-
ways terrible. In fhort, every facred feeling,
mora] and diyine, has been obliterated, and
the dignity of man fullied, by a fyftem of po-
licy and jurifprudence as repugnant to reafon,
as at variance with humanity,

The only excufe that can be made for the
ferocity of the parifians is then fimply to ob-
Terve, that they had not any canfidence in the
laws, which they had always found to be
merely cobwebs to catch fmall flies. Ac~
cuftomed to be punifhed themfelves for every
trifle, and often for only being in the way of

the rich, or their parafites ; when, in fa&,
5 had
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had the parifians feen the execution of a noble,
or prieft, though convi&ted of crimes beyond
the daring of yulgar minds?—When juftice,
or the law, is fo partial, the day of retribution
will come with the red fky of vengeance, to
confound the innocent with the guilty. The
mob werg barbarous beyond the tiger’s
cruelty : for how could they truft a court that
had fo often deceived them, or expett to fee
it’s agents punithed, when the fame meafures
were purfuing?

Let us caft our eyes over the hiftory of
man, and we f{hall fcarcely find a page that is
not tarnifhed by fome foul deed, or bloody
tranfadtion. Let us examine the catalogue of
the vices of men in a favage ftate, and con-
traft them with thofe of men civilized ; we
fhall find, that a barbarian, confidered as a
moral being, is an angel, compared with the
refined villain of artificial life. Let us invefti-
gate the caufes which have produced this de-
generacy, and we fhall difcover, that they arg
thofe unjuft plans of government, which have
been formed by peculiar circumftances in
every part of the globe.—Then let us coolly
and impartially contemplate the improve-
ments, which are gaining ground in the for-

Mm mation
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gation of principles of policy ; and I flatter
“myfelf it will be allowed by every humane
and confiderate being, that a political fyftem
more {imple than has hithérto exifted would
effeftually check thofe afpiring follies, which,
by imitation, leading to vice, have banifthed
from governments the very fhadow of juftice
and magnanimity.

Thus had France grown up, and fickened on
the corruption of a ftate difeafed. But, as
in medicine there is a fpecies of complaint in
the bowels which works it's own cure, and,
leaving the body healthy, gives an invigorated
tone to the fyftem, fo there is in polities: and
whilft the agitation of it's regeneration con-
tinues, the excrementitious humours exuding
from the contaminated body will excite a
general diflike and contempt for the nation;
and it is only the philofophical eye, which
Jooks into the nature and weighs the confe-
quences of human actions, that will be able to
difcern the caufe, which has produced fo many
dreadful effetts.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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