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ADVERTISEMENT,

S ———————————

THIS hiftory, taking in fuch a variety of
faéts and opinions, has grown under my
hand ; efpecially as in writing I cannot avoid
cntering into fome defultory difquifitions,
and deferiptions of manners and things which,
though not frictly neceflary to elucidate the
cvents, are intimately connefled with the
main object; I have alfo been led into feve-
ral theorctical invefligations, whilfl marking
the political eflects that naturally flow from
the progrefs of knowledge. It is probable,
therefore, that this work will be extended to
two or three more volumes, a confiderable

part of which is already written,

PREFACE.






PREFAZCE

—

THE revolution in France exhibits a fcene,
in the political world, not lefs novel and in-
terefting than the contraft is firiking between
the narrow opinions of {uperftition, and the
enlightened fentiments of mafculine and im-
proved philofophy.

To mark the prominent features of this
revolution, requires a mind, not only unfo-

phifticated by old prejudices, and the invete-
rate habits of degeneracy; but an ameliora-

tion of temper, produced by the exercife of
the moft enlarged principles of humanity.

The rapid changes, the violent, the bafe,
and npefarious aflaflinations, which have
clouded the vivid profpet that began to

fprezd
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fpread a ray of joy and gladnefs over the
gloomy horizon of oppreflion, cannot fail to
chill the fympathizing bofom, and palfy in-
telleGual vigour. To fketch thefe viciflitudes
is a tafk fo arduous and melancholy, that, with
a heart trembling to the touches of nature, it
becomes neceflary to guard againft the errone-
ous inferences of fenfibility; and reafon
beaming on the grand theatre. of political
changes,can prove the only {ure guide to dire¢t
us to a favourable or juft conclufion.

This important conclufion, involving the
happinefs and exaltation of the human cha-
ralter, demands ferious and mature con-
fideration ; as it muft ultimately fink the
dignity of {ociety into contempt, and its mem-
bers into greater wretchednefs; or elevate
it to a degree of grandeur not hitherto anti-
cipated, but by the moft enlightened ftatef~
men and philofophers.

Contemplating then thefe ftupendous events
with the cool eye of obfervation, the judge-
S ment,
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ment, difficult to be preferved unwarped
under the preflure of the calamitous horrours
produced by defperate and enraged faQions,
will continually perceive that it is the uncon-
taminated mafs of the french nation, whofe
minds begin to grafp the fentiments of frec-
dom, that has fecured the cquilibrium of
the ftate; often tottering on the brink of anni.
hilation ; in fpite of the folly, felfifhnefs, mad-
nefs, treachery, and more fatal mock patriot-
ifm, the common refult of depraved man-
ners, the concomitant of that fervility and
voluptuoufnefs which for fo long a fpace of

time has embruted the higher orders of this
celebrated nation.

By thus attending to circumftances, we
fhall be able to difcern clearly that the revo-
lution was neither produced by the abilities
or intrigues of a few individuals ; nor was the
effed of fudden and fhort-lived enthufiafm ;
but the natural confequence of intelleGtual im-
provement, gradually proceeding to perfection

in
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in the advancement of communities, from a
ftate of barbarif{m to that of polifhed fociety, tilt
now arrived at the point when fincerity of
principles fecems to be haftening the overthrow
of the tremendous empire of fuperftition and
hypocrify, ereGted npon the ruins of gothia
bratality and ignorance.

AN
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